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CJP takes notice of store on Webb Ground

KARACHI, July 2: Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry has taken a suo motu notice of the construction of a department store on the Webb Ground in the Lines Area and issued notices to relevant parties for appearance at the principal seat of the Supreme Court at Islamabad on July 7.


A petition involving the issue was dismissed by a division bench of the Sindh High Court on Sept 19, 2008 ex parte. 

It was moved by former area councillor Mahfoozun Nabi in September 2007, but the division bench that initially heard it and also passed a restraint order against the respondents made the non-governmental organisation Shehri-Citizens for Better Environment a co-petitioner for assistance.


According to the respondent defence ministry, the land belonged to the Army Welfare Trust, which leased it out to Makro-Habib for the construction of a department store.


Other respondents issued notices by the SC are: the city government, the Lines Area Re-Development Project, the Karachi Building Control Authority and the Sindh Environment Department.


The notice by the CJ was taken following an appeal made by Ardeshir Cowasjee in his weekly column in Dawn on May 14 for looking into the manner in which the petition was disposed of.

(Dawn-13, 03/07/2009)

Housing heritage and nostalgia

Sharea Faisal is also important because it has historic buildings such as Corps Headquarters, Quaid-e-Azam Museum and Sindh Club besides Christian Cemetery. It also boasts of modern buildings such as Avari Towers, Regent Plaza, Mehran Hotel, Kashif Centre etc. Then one feels nostalgic to think about defunct Palace Cinema where the best movies were screened in the 1970s. Similarly, one also feels dejected that Hotel Metropole that used to be the best hotel in the city in yesteryears is being dismantled.


Previously called Napier Barracks, the Corps Headquarters was built by buff Gizri stone with sloping roofs, the ground floor being constructed during Charles Napier’s time, according to noted conservation architect and town planner Yasmeen Lari. “The most well-known and handsome barracks of Karachi were the Napier Barracks which are still extant,” noted Lari. “They were built for the European Infantry ‘in the time of Sir Charles Napier,’ and were capable ‘of housing with comfort an entire regiment,” says Lari.


On Sharea Faisal is also the double-storey yellow stone building called Quaid-e-Azam House Museum. Spread over 10,241 square yards and situated on Sharea Faisal and Fatima Jinnah Road, Quaid-e-Azam House Museum is rarely frequented by people for whom the founder of the nation waged a peaceful struggle and succeeded in the creation of the largest Muslim state on August 14, 1947.

(The News-19, 03/07/2009)
Kati-Pahari interchange wall may spark ethnic violence

A spate of violence may erupt in the coming weeks at Kati-Pahari in te Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan police limits, because the National Highway Authority (NHA) in coordination with City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is constructing a wall on one side of the Kati-Pahari interchange between Orangi and North Nazimabad towns.


According to sources, following the construction of the Orangi-North Nazimabad interchange after cutting a hill of Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan, a dispute developed between various political groups, while some transporters started parking heavy vehicles at the side of the interchange. Furthermore, some criminal elements exploited the situation by robbing commuters passing through this interchange.


Several meetings were held between law-enforcers, town Nazims and other quarters concerned in this regard. The NHA and the CDGK decided to construct a wall on one side of the interchange, after which the four lanes entering Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan were closed. Interestingly, the wall is not being constructed on the other side of the interchange due to which anger prevails among certain segment of the area residents.


The affected residents allege injustice on the part of the administrators, saying that no water tankers, ambulances and other vehicles have been able to enter their areas after the closure of four lanes owing to the construction of the wall. “Why is the administration only constructing the wall on Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan and not on the other side up to Orangi Town,” they asked. The residents have launched a protest against this plan and have warned that they will not allow the construction of the wall on their side.


Fearing a law-and order-situation, the authorities concerned, including the North Nazimabad Town Nazim, wrote a letter to higher officials of the Sindh Police for deputing a police force at Kati-Pahari in connection with the construction of safety/protection wall.


In his reply to the town Nazim, SP North Nazimabad Town Nasir Muneef stated: “Your office is well aware of the deficiency of the department available at North Nazimabad. The deficiency in force is coupled with logistics required for the smooth operation in an already-troubled area. While posing a major law-and-order issue, it would also compromise the crime control-strategy as was witnessed on the May 20, 2009, where a similar operation was planned and mobiles were called in.

“Being the SP of the area, it is my duty to assist and to convey the threats involved in any action that bears and affects upon law and order and crime. Therefore, I hereby take this opportunity to inform you of the following very important and risky aspects of such operation.


“The Kati Pahari area is a volatile area and any operation rendering economic or social effects can cause ethnic tension in the area. Howsoever pure and genuine the extension be in favour of the people of the area and for the development of the area, the attempt shall backfire if the stakeholders are not taken on board. Therefore, it is recommended that all stakeholders of the area be taken on board for a more fruitful activity in smooth manner.


“Hence the proposed wall is largely effecting Pakhtoon population and, therefore, the said community be taken on board. Intelligence reports received at this office through reliable sources suggested that the action by town administration of city government might be ill-conceived, as the wall and its builders shall be under constant threat. It is, therefore, urged that a political solution be sought in this regard.


“Such operation requires the highest degree of preparation. To start with, there must be a strong contingency plan for all involved in maintaining law and order. A proper plan of deployment and the understanding of pickets of resistance along with such elements as are supportive of action as planned must be available with the law enforces. It is once again strongly urged that the proposed construction be postponed till such time as and when parties to such conflict as might arise get pacified and fears of conflict are controlled.”


The SP stated that North Nazimabad and Orangi happen to be very sensitive towns and if violence sparks from this issue it will instantly affect New Karachi Town and the rest of Karachi as well.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 06/07/2009)
No green signal yet for satellite survey of Katchi Abadis

The Sindh government has failed to provide any green signal to the federal government for the long awaited satellite survey of more than 1,000 Katchi Abadis in Sindh, with more than half located in Karachi. The project, scheduled to be executed after a gap of more than 14 years, has been put off due to some political hitches, The News has learnt.


According to senior government officials, the survey is badly needed in Karachi, while Karachi Nazim Mustafa Kamal has said that the delay has hampered developmental work in the city. Moreover, he added that power theft is the highest in Katchi Abadis, as most of them have Kundas (illegal connections) for power supply.


Sindh Chief Secretary Fazul Rehman is yet to provide any information to the Federal Local Government (LG) secretary, who would deliver the plan once the Sindh government allows the survey.


Last month, the Federal LG secretary asked the Sindh chief secretary whether the government intended to carry out the satellite survey of Katchi Abadis in Karachi. The federal secretary had earlier said that once this survey was carried out, no other Katchi Abadis would be notified or regularised.


Former EDP of the Master Plan, 2020, Iftikhar Hussain Qaimkhani said that in 1985, there were more than 586 Katchi Abadis in Karachi alone, and added that they are increasing day by day, and this number is now approximately above 1,000. He further said that the south-bound Lyari Expressway can never be completed without the removal of Kacthi abadess adjacent to its planned boundary.


Plans are under way to hold a satellite survey of Katchi Abadis all over Pakistan, including Sindh, in order to facilitate the existing ones and also ensure that no such settlements are set up anymore.

The survey would be carried out by SUPARCO and the Geographical Survey of Pakistan in the name of the “Survey and Development Plan of Kacthi Abadis”, and this is being done under the Prime Minister’s 100 days action plan.


Federal LG Secretary Saleem Khan Jhagra told The News that there are at least 700 Katchi Abadis in Sindh, with more than half of them in Karachi. He added that the last such survey was carried out in 1985, and there is an urgent need for another such survey, especially as Katchi Abadis are on the increase. Moreover, its growth could only be stopped through a satellite survey, as a human survey is not possible at the moment, he maintained.


Jhagra further said that in most of the Katchi Abadis, railway land has been encroached, and for this reason, Pakistan Railway has agreed to cooperate with the Centre for this survey. He also said that the government would also seek help from former Katchi Abadis Director General Tasneem Siddiqi, and his expertise and prior experience could be useful. He also informed that the Punjab government has updated Katchi Abadis till 2006, while the two other provinces have very few such settlements, whereas only three such Abadis have been regularised in Islamabad.

It may be noted that there are a number of claimants of a single plot, and this is causing a great hurdle in carrying out the survey. Former Prime Minister Mohammed Khan Junejo had regularised certain Katchi Abadis, and also announced that no further Katchi Abadi would be accepted.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 06/07/2009)
KU and the ‘land mafia’

While talking to the media at the conclusion of the inaugural session Prof. Qasim stressed that he will “not allow ‘one inch’ of the university land to be grabbed by the land mafia.

“I am here and we are in the process of checking the matter. This land is ours since 1954 and I see no reason how someone could succeed in his nefarious designs. I have taken note of the matter and will solve it on priority basis,” he said. The VC was commenting on reports appearing in some newspapers that land grabbers had erected pillars to encroach upon the KU land.

(The News-14, 07/07/2009)
KCCI building’s 75th anniversary tomorrow

Experts lament modifications to protected site

The foundation-stone of the building that houses Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) was laid by none other than Mahatama Gandhi on July 8, 1934 and celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the building are underway.


Although KCCI is a ‘protected building’ and therefore cannot be altered, unfortunately the business elite have changed its entire interior décor, thereby violating heritage laws. Entire floors have been re-made with tiles with complete disregard to the Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act 1994. 


“No structural change can be brought about in any heritage building whether it is in the interior or the exterior,” according to noted architect and town planner Arif Hasan. Dr Noman Ahmed, Professor and Chairman, Department of Architecture and Planning, NED University of Engineering and Technology concur.


“The internal structural members of any building may have a connection with its overall structure, which may cause structural problems in case of dismantling. Besides, the overall heritage of any kind usually comprises the building in the holistic sense, therefore, it is not justified to only retain the external appearance in the original form while neglecting the internal elements of its aesthetics and utilisation,” he explained.

“A normal procedure is to approach a qualified conservation architect to prepare the design proposal according to the need of the client as well as maintaining the sanctity of the concerned heritage building,” he explained.


The plot of land in Wood Street where the present KCCI is located was allotted by the British government as far back as 1863 on a lease in perpetuity, according to Behram Sohrab H.J. Rustomji, author of “Karachi During the British Era.”


The original building was put up out of funds obtained partly by subscription and partly by loan, and on March 30, 1885, the Chamber offices were formally opened.


The export trade for wheat and a little of rice remained mostly in the hands of the European firms of that time, who, to safeguard their interests, had formed the Karachi Chamber of Commerce in 1860 which gradually grew into a very important Chamber and whose voice carried considerable weight with the then governor of Sindh. 


For at least thirty years, the European merchants held the field in export trade, but gradually Indian merchants began entering the field and started exporting commodities through smaller steamers of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company, according to Rustomji. 


The Karachi-Indian Merchants Association is the oldest Indian mercantile body in the province having established in 1902. Active efforts were made in 1930 to acquire 1,500 square yards of the same site where the building of the Indian Merchants’ Association now stands in the heart of the business centre in close proximity to both Indian and foreign business houses and banks; but negotiations proved abortive. Somehow in October 1933 the present site was purchased at a total cost of Rs 1,14,750 at the rate of Rs27 per square yard. The foundation stone was laid by Mahatma Gandhi on July 8, 1934. Eighteen months thereafter the present building was completed and business started therein, the opening ceremony was performed on February 28, 1936, by Rao Bahadur Seth Shivratan G. Mohatta, the president of the Karachi Indian Merchants’ association. 


The building covers an area of 4,000 square yards, with a frontage of 222 feel along Nicol Road and 142 feet along Frere Road. 

(By Shahid Husain, The News-19, 07/07/2009)
Wall dispute triggers violence at Kati Pahari

Violence was reported at Kati Pahari on Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan on Tuesday afternoon owing to the construction of a safety wall on one side of the Kati Pahari interchange. Despite warning by the SP North Nazimabad Town regarding the eruption of clashes, the town administration and other departments concerned went ahead with their plan to construct the wall that finally stirred violence.


It may be noted here that several meetings were going on between the law enforcers, town Nazims and other concerned quarters for the past several weeks, however, the National Highway Authority and City District Government of Karachi decided to construct a wall on one side of the interchange that led to the closure of four lanes entering into the Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan.


Interestingly, no wall is being constructed on the other side of the North Nazimabad and Orangi Town interchange due to which anger prevailed among certain segment of the area residents. The affected area residents had earlier threatened to block the construction of the wall on their side of the area.


On Tuesday afternoon, the North Nazimabad Town administration along with the departments concerned came there with heavy machinery and started the construction of the six feet wall. In the meanwhile a number of area people appeared there and started pelting stones to resist this move.


A heavy contingent of police rushed the spot and tried to disperse the mob, but the angry people demanded of the authorities to stop the construction, saying, “It is illegal”. In the meantime, some armed men took position on the roof top of a building near the Kati-Pahari and offered tough resistance to the police from entering there.


Later, on the direction of senior officers the police took position on the roof of a petrol pump in order to keep vigil on these elements. However, some 150 to 200 youngsters belonging to certain political group came at the interchange on motorcycles, as the police had parked heavy vehicles on the road to stop the mob reaching there. It took hours of negotiation between the angry people and the authorities to pacify the situation.

However, tension prevailed in the area till the filing of this report. Sources said that the administration has not taken back the decision of constructing the wall and they were likely to resume the work on Wednesday morning.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 08/07/2009)
Status quo in plea against sale of green belt ordered

KARACHI, July 8: The Sindh High Court ordered on Wednesday that the status quo should be maintained in respect of the green belt between the PECHS and Mehmoodabad pending hearing of a petition against its sale and conversion.


A petitioner residing in the area complained that the open space dividing the two localities was earmarked for amenity purpose by the public in general. It was spread over 10 acres. In fact, it was already being used by thousands of people, particularly children, as a park and playground. There was no other open space in the area.


However, the petitioner said, the Pakistan Employees Co-Operative Housing Society sold the belt to the Karachi Electricity Supply Company in violation of the law and rules. The KESC intended to set up a grid station and allied facilities on the belt, effectively converting it to commercial-industrial use in the heart of a residential area.


Representing the city district government, Advocate Manzoor Ahmed submitted that the CDGK had spent millions of rupees on developing the space as a ‘model’ public park, on construction of a boundary wall and on providing other facilities for use by the residents of the area and the public in general. The park could not be converted and put to any other use, let alone sold to a commercial organisation for setting up a grid station. The respondent society did not even inform the CDGK of sale, though it was under an obligation to seek its permission.


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and M. Karim Khan Agha ordered the parties to maintain the status quo and refrain from creating third party interest.

 

KU plea dismissed

The bench dismissed a Karachi University petition seeking a direction to the provincial ombudsman’s office to refrain from interfering in a plagiarism inquiry being conducted by it against some faculty members, three of whom have been suspended and one relieved. Dr Zakia Bibi, the sacked co-operative teacher of the chemistry department, approached the ombudsman as she was dismissed without being afforded an opportunity to clarify her position. The director of the ombudsman’s office summoned the registrar/deputy registrar, all members of the plagiarism committee and a senior member of the syndicate from the faculty.


The university moved a petition against the action of the ombudsman’s office, saying that the matter related to the terms and conditions of service, which were beyond the ombudsman’s purview. The inquiry had been instituted in accordance with the Higher Education Commission’s policy and retired Justice Saleem Akhtar, a former Supreme Court judge, had been requested to conduct the probe.


In its reply through Assistant Advocate-General Adnan Karim Memon, the ombudsman’s office said it entertained Dr Zakia Bibi’s complaint because it alleged ‘maladministration’. The complainant said there was no plagiarism policy and she was removed from service arbitrarily. The matter was within the ombudsman’s jurisdiction and summonses were issued to hear the university authorities.


The faculty members facing the plagiarism inquiry and placed under suspension are: Dr Jalaluddin Noori of the department of Islamic learning, Dr M. Saeed Arayne of the chemistry department and Dr Najma Sultana of the physics department.

 

Inspection ordered

Justice Amer Raza A. Naqvi, meanwhile, asked the court nazir to inspect plot numbers 270 and 271, measuring 3,300 square yards, in the Labour Colony, Ibrahim Haideri, and the factory installed thereon and submit a report within three days. All the defendants have been told not to create any third party interest in the property.


The order was passed in a suit instituted by Ahmed Shah and Abdur Rehman Shah through Advocate Gohar Iqbal against five private defendants, described by the plaintiffs as members of a notorious gang of land grabbers and eight official respondents, including the town police officer of Bin Qasim and the SHO of Ibrahim Haideri and revenue officials of the area. The plaintiffs said they purchased the two plots from their previous owners and set up a plant for producing cotton sheets, etc. However, the land grabbers and extortionists active in the area soon started harassing them when they declined to meet their demands.


In complicity with certain police officials, the land grabbers’ gang dispossessed them forcibly and committed other criminal and civil wrongs.


They sought a declaration from the court in favour of their ownership of plots and machinery installed thereon and an order to the police to evict the illegal occupants, who should be directed to pay them compensation for the losses suffered by them so far.

(Dawn-15, 09/07/2009)

10,000 houses to be constructed for the poor


Around 10,000 houses would be constructed during current financial year and given free of cost to shelterless families, according to Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Qaim Ali Shah. He stated that while chairing a meeting at the CM House on Thursday to review the progress of housing project for the poor. Shah said that present elected government taking concerted efforts to provide basic amenities to people particularly the poor and deprived masses.
(The News-19, 10/07/2009)
Even stones need love

Bohri Bazaar can be a potent metaphor for love. Reason: here people experience agony and ecstasy almost at the same time. 


While at the bazaar, threading through a host of vendors is a task. It’s not always a boring exercise. You can have fun if you are in the mood for buying a cheap version of a pair of Ray Ban or a Stetson hat. Haggle… and Bob’s your uncle. Once you’re done with the shopping you move forward on the pucci sarak towards the main road, and look ahead. There’s a decent-looking, small, but different building with a clock on top, not at all commensurate with the idea of the things you associate with the chaotic modern-day Saddar. It’s the Eduljee Dinshaw Charitable Dispensary. 


Getting closer to the dispensary is something that too merits a mention. There’s a bevy of public transport buses, bumper-to-bumper, hardly seen moving, causing their drivers to get into a heated argument with traffic police constables. 


Crossing the road to reach where the dispensary is situated can be a narrative for another interesting story. The building is flanked by dental clinics of the most interesting (read: garish) variety, highlighted by advertising boards showing off sets of ultra-white teeth covered by blood-red under and upper lips – as if to mock the concept of advertising. 


Let’s get to the point and move straight into the Eduljee Dinshaw Dispensary. Its interior is a bit incongruous with its façade. There are tiles all over the place covering three units (the vaccination department, the family planning section and the dispensary). Above one of the tiled counters there’s a board that reads: “of which Rs5,500 was contributed by Edlujee Esquire C F Boulton, President of the Municipality, J Stratchen Engineer”. 


“The dispensary functions on the ground floor, whereas the upper floor is occupied by people working for the city government, which is responsible for the structure’s upkeep,” says Imtiaz, the dispenser. 


At the back of the building there’s a spiral staircase that leads to the not-so-roomy balconies on the first floor. It’s a cute little sight. The wooden staircase inside the building has now been replaced by one made of iron. 


The Parsi community in the subcontinent has always been known for its unstinted generosity, so much so that it’s nearly become synonymous with philanthropy. In the days of yore the generous acts included useful contributions to dispensaries and hospitals. It’s said that there was a time in the last quarter of the 19th century when Eduljee Dinshaw (who had humble beginnings) was the owner of no less than half of Karachi. He worked as a military contractor at the time of the second Anglo-Afghan war. The Eduljee Dinshaw Dispensary was constructed in 1882 with Dinshaw being the chief sponsor of the facility. 


The building is made in the Italianate style, having Roman arched openings with heavy rusticated masonry. It has an arcaded façade with stone balusters and semi-circular pilasters. It’s centrally positioned clock tower, though not functioning these days, is also pretty conspicuous. James Stratchen was the architect of the dispensary — but some experts dispute it. 


The current state of the building is not shabby either. It’s been looked after reasonably well. It’s just that the structure’s interior doesn’t give much of an indication of what it would have looked (or felt) like at the time of its inception. 


Architect Arif Hasan says: “James Stratchen designed a great many beautiful buildings for Karachi . We should be grateful to him. The marked feature of the Eduljee Dinshaw Dispensary is its location. It’s very important because it’s constructed at the axis of Somerset Street. When I was a kid I could spot it from afar. In terms of urban planning the dispensary was very wisely made. 

“It’s made in the Italian Renaissance style. This implies that classical orders (Ionian, Doric, Corinthian etc) were kept in mind while designing it. Even in its proportions it’s pretty classical,” says Arif Hasan. 


But how could buildings of historical import be reconciled with the smog, the verbal ding-dong of shopkeepers, and the ear-splitting horn-honking that have become an inextricable part of the Saddar region? 


Arif Hasan says: “You need a conservationist architect to rectify things, which I believe haven’t gone beyond repair. The hawkers need to be rehabilitated, environmental degradation should be checked and all of this must be done with affection and care. Piyar muhabbat se kaam kerney ki zaroorat hai,” says Mr Hasan. 


That’s exactly how it should be. Buildings ought to be treated like animate objects, because they make you aware of your existentialist dilemma – choices in retrospect. That’s precisely why one of Ayn Rand’s characters says in The Fountainhead, “A building is alive, like a man.” 
(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-13, 12/07/2009)

Huge blaze erupts at firecracker godown

A huge fire erupted at a three-storey building housing a fireworks factory and a chemical godown in Joria Bazaar on Wednesday afternoon. No injuries or casualties were reported, but the police managed to recover a substantial quantity of firecrackers from the godown. 


According to eyewitnesses and police sources, an explosion occurred inside Datta Building situated behind Memon Masjid in Kharadar. The colossal blaze engulfed the entire building within seconds, while a chain of explosions kept occurring. The intensity of the blast was such that not only did it damage some walls of the building, but the windows of adjoining buildings were also shattered. 


The affected rushed out of their places and they personally started initial rescue operation by throwing water and mud on the fire. Fire fighters, volunteers from various welfare associations and police also rushed to the spot upon receipt of the incident, while teams from the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) and Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) disconnected electricity and gas connections of the building. 


According to the fire office, at least 10 fire tenders and a snorkel took part in the operation to extinguish the blaze in a two-hour-long operation. The office, however, could not ascertain the reason(s) behind the fire. During the cooling process, three firemen including Ibrar and Shams sustained injuries, and were shifted to Civil Hospital Karachi. 


The residents of the building had been complaining against the illegal firecracker factory since long, however, their plight went unheeded. Three families were residing in the said factory and fortunately they were rescued in time.


Police sources said that a few days ago, residents of Khori Garden had pointed out a shop selling firecrackers, following which the police raided the place and recovered a huge quantity of firecrackers. Police registered an FIR against a man named Hanif Usman. Later, the police in coordination with Rangers, raided another godown owned by Usman, and recovered 36 bags of firecrackers of different forms. During the raid, the police also found pictures of various personalities, including ministers. 


Kharadar SHO Irfan Meo said that Usman and his brothers were arrested by his team several times, but they were bailed from court and resumed their business. Usman has been running the fireworks factory for the past many years, and he was piling up his stock for Shab-e-Baraat. Meo said that more than 10 FIRs have already been registered against Usman by Kharadar police alone, while he was arrested six months ago from Khori Garden and his license cancelled. His office was also sealed on court orders. 


Usman is also said to be involved in June 25 firecracker explosion in Sharifabad police limits in which three persons were killed. It may be noted here that last night, a team of Moachko police station led by Head Constable Tanveer Ahmed intercepted a Suzuki pick-up (KN-2359) near Gulshan-e-Ghazi, and recovered 17 bags of firecrackers, following which Mohammed Waseem and Yasir were arrested.


The items recovered from the said factory include two cartons of Burfi Bum, four cartons of City Missile, eight cartons of Phuljarri, one carton of air rockets and two cartons of Light Anaar. During interrogation, suspects disclosed that the firecrackers were loaded into their pick-up by Hanif Usman from Kharadar area. The police have lodged an FIR in this regard.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 16/07/2009)
Fire at Jodia Bazaar

KARACHI: A fire broke out in one of the city’s congested area at a three-story residential and commercial building, which also housed a firework factory and a chemical godown.


[image: image1.jpg]


The three-story building where this incident took place has residential apartments in the upper floors and houses shops at the ground floor, and is located in the prominent commercial area of the city commonly known as Jodia Bazaar within the limits of Kharadar police station. 


Firefighters and volunteers from the fire brigade department and different welfare associations arrived at the scene. The area police also arrived there to avoid untoward incidents. The firefighters controlled the blaze after a hectic effort of two hours. 


Several persons were reportedly trapped in the building but were later evacuated to safety by the rescuers. The fire also gutted some parts of the building but due to the immediate action of firefighters, rescue workers and the police, no causality was reported but two firefighters received minor burn injuries during the rescue operation. Police officials said the cause of the fire could not be ascertained, but the presence of fireworks and volatile chemicals were a huge threat. 

It should be noted there that there are hundreds of chemical godowns and firecracker factories scattered across the city, which can convert a small fire into a mayhem.


Four people die in mishaps: Four people were killed on Wednesday in separate incidents and mishaps in different parts of the city. As per details, an Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) of the Traffic police department and a woman were killed in a road mishap. They died when a speedy private contract bus hit them while they were standing at a bus stop at Behns Colony Mor, within the limits of Shah Latif police station. SHO Zahir Shah said that the accident took place as the bus’s breaks failed and the bus driver decided to drive the bus on the footpath to save the other people. The deceased ASI who died on the way to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) was identified as Khadim Hussain who was posted to the Shah Latif traffic police section while the woman was identified as Farzana, 40. The driver managed to flee from the scene.

(DailyTimes-B1, 16/07/2009)

Construction of quake-proof high-rises to be encouraged

The Sindh government is considering amendments to building by-laws to allow the construction of earthquake-proof high-rise buildings in the city in view of demographic pressures and the lack of lands, sources privy to this development told The News.


Sources claimed that a decision to this effect was taken during President Asif Ali Zardari’s visit to the city on April 20, in which he had issued instructions for “vertical constructions”. Zardari had said that due to high cost and scarcity of land in Karachi, the construction of earthquake-proof high-rise buildings should be encouraged.

It was also proposed during the said meeting that Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah and Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan would jointly make efforts to expedite “necessary changes” in building control rules of Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA).


Subsequently, the directives were issued to District Coordination officer (DCO) Karachi, and head of the KBCA to go through this proposal and prepare recommendations for taking further necessary action.


Official sources maintained that a high level meeting was held at New Sindh Secretariat, in which it was decided to ask the local government (LG) department to prepare a working paper regarding a meeting to be co-chaired by the governor and chief minister for discussing the construction of earth-quake proof high-rise buildings in the city.


They said that the LG department has recently written a letter to the DCO Karachi and the KBCA officials to submit their proposals before Chief Secretary Sindh.


Meanwhile, experts said that there were a number of factors that the government had to take into account before allowing construction of high-rise buildings. “Structural engineering and structural designing would be needed for high-rise buildings,” said NED University Department of Architecture and Planning Chairman Dr Noman Ahmed.


He said that high-rise buildings would be needed in high density areas and down-town, but a major problem was that buildings were erected without looking into “safety planning”. He said that buildings should have a fire safety system, while a “self-contained” sewerage treatment plant would also be needed at the proposed buildings as the city’s existing treatment plants were already under pressure.


Dr Ahmed said that the buildings should be built in a way that it should not disturb commuting zoning and public space, while footpaths should remain intact. He said that the problem of congestion would be increased in case of high-rise buildings, which might cause traffic problems; therefore, the government had to take care of interests of the people not of investors/builders.


He said that the Sindh chief minister had recently announced that the business district in the city would be reconstructed. 


However, he said, public space should not be compromised. He suggested that high-rise buildings should be constructed on those plots/lands which were “technically viable,” otherwise it would create more problems. He also recommended to the government to take inputs from experts before bringing amendments.


Meanwhile, the LG department had also written a letter to the DCO, Thatta to submit proposals before the Chief Secretary for developing New Jhirk Model City as desired by the president.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 17/07/2009)
Four members of a family die in Saddar building collapse

Four members of a family died on Sunday morning when a major portion of a building in Saddar Town collapsed on a house that was located adjacent to the building. The deceased included a couple and two of their children, while their third child was badly injured in the incident.


As a consequence of the heavy downpour on Saturday, a segment of the fifth floor of Haji Sakhi Lal Building collapsed on the adjacent house. The building that is located at the Qureshi Street, Haq Nagar, Nishtar Road, had been declared dangerous by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA). 


The inhabitants, however, are still living there, according to the details provided by the Public Relations Officer of the Saddar town administration. In another incident, the roof of the three-storey ‘Hajrah Building’, located in Ranchore Line, collapsed early Sunday, injuring four people. They were taken to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK). No casualties were reported, but an elderly woman had a narrow escape in this incident.


“The dilapidated buildings in Saddar are a threat to the lives of the inhabitants, especially in the monsoon season when there are more chances that any of buildings collapsing,” Saddar Town Nazim Muhammad Dilawar said, adding that the city government and town administration had issued several warnings in this regard earlier as well.


Dilawar has again appealed to residents of all those buildings that have been declared dangerous by the KBCA to vacate the buildings and move to safer places in order to prevent any mishap in future.


Meanwhile, the multiple episodes of heavy rains over the past two days have played havoc in the busiest town of the city. The streets were seen inundated with the rain water while the mixing of garbage and overflowing sewage, in most instances, made the situation even worse for motorists and pedestrians.


An official of the town administration said that the setback of the situation was that one of the two major pumping stations of Saddar Town stopped functioning for a long time due to electricity breakdown.


It may be worth mentioning here that Saddar Town is seven feet below sea level, which is why it is more challenging for the administration of this town to drain out rain water, as compared to other towns. “As you know that the sea is on high-tide during these months, things are even more difficult for us since when the water is pumped out towards the sea. The sea is throwing it back,” the official said.


However, the town Nazim has directed the engineering department to use diesel pumps besides electrical machines and use suction pumps for drainage. The residents have been asked to send their complaints at the town emergency centre (021-9921-14-29 or 021-9921-13-90).

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 20/07/2009)
Home dept sets up KBCA police station


The Sindh Home Department through a notification on Monday approved the establishment of a police station for the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), naming it KBCA Police Station which will work under the Establishment of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). The KBCA police station is established under the Criminal Procedure Code 1898. It will work under the supervision of the Local Government (LG) Department, Government of Sindh. The police station will be authorised to file cases pertaining to violation of the Karachi Building Control Ordinance 1979 and impose penalties against the accused.

(The News-14, 21/07/2009)
Three killed in Liaquatabad building collapse

KARACHI, July 21: Three persons died and five others were injured when a four-storey under-construction building collapsed in Liaquatabad on Tuesday night. 


The building was being constructed in violation of the city’s building rules and regulations. 


The ground-plus-four-storey building, housing apartments and shops on the ground floor, located behind the Firdous Shopping Centre in Liaquatabad No 4, suddenly collapsed at around 8.45 pm. Witnesses said they heard a loud ‘bang’ sound when the building came down. 


The incident occurred at a time when the Firdous Shopping Centre area was choked with shoppers, out buying their daily commodities. 


Liaquatabad SP Jam Zafar Dharajo said that three bodies have been recovered from the rubble, while a damaged car which was parked near the building was also recovered. 


Medical Superintendent of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital Dr Mashhood-uz-Zafar told Dawn that five injured people were brought to the hospital, while one person was brought dead. 


“Four persons have suffered minor injuries,” he said, “while the fifth one is being moved to the operation theatre for the treatment of his internal injuries.” 


Town Nazim of Liaquatabad Osama Qadri told Dawn that four persons have been recovered from under the rubble, but he could not say whether they were wounded or had died. He said that the city nazim’s rescue team was spearheading rescue efforts, and heavy machinery was being employed at the scene to clear the rubble. 


The town nazim described the construction of the building as “illegal”. He said that till the time when the Karachi Building Control Authority was under the city nazim, the builders had permission for a ground-plus-two-storey building. 

He said the KBCA chief should be asked why construction of a ground-plus-four-storey building was taking place. 


A KBCA spokesperson told Dawn that the KBCA had already served a notice to the builders and area police as “an additional floor” was being constructed. “We were supposed to demolish the floor last Saturday, but had to postpone the move in view of the heavy rain,” the spokesperson for the KBCA said. 


Answering a question, she said the construction of a ground plus three storey structure is allowed in the area. 


Liaquatabad SP Jam Zafar Dharajo was not sure about who the owner or contractors of the building project were, but said that 10 to 15 people are believed to be trapped under the rubble. “Not one or two, but all the four floors suddenly caved in,” the SP said. 


“Efforts are under way to clear the rubble, but it’s a tough job and will take time,” he said. 


A power outage in the area also hampered rescue efforts initially, but later the CDGK rescue team’s search lights were used to illuminate the site. 


Area residents complained that initially the response of the ,rescue services was “somewhat slow”.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 22/07/2009)

Three killed, several injured in Liaquatabad building collapse

At least three people died, while several suffered injuries on Tuesday in a building collapse within the Liaquatabad police limits.


Eyewitnesses and police sources said that the incident occurred in an under-construction building, which was situated behind Firdous Shopping Center, Liaquatabad. They said that a few weeks back, some labourers started residing in the building along with their families. They added that the building was constructed in violation of the Karachi Building Control Authority bylaws.


On Tuesday, the upper portion of the building collapsed, and as a result, the whole building caved in. Soon after the incident, police and rescue services rushed to the scene and cordoned off the area. Residents of the area said that the building collapsed because the contractor had used substandard material.


The rescuers pulled out four bodies from the debris and shifted them to the Abbasi Shaheed and Civil hospitals, while seven injured people were also rescued.

SP Liaquatabad Town Jam Zafarullah Dharejo said that two of the people who lost their lives in the incident were identified as 55-year-old Imran, and 40-year-old Abdul Hameed, while one body remained unidentified. The injured people were identified as Abdul Sattar, Athar, Ghulam Rasool, Zeeshan, Abdul Qadir, Noor Mohammed and Mohammed Waqar.


There were reports that 10 to 15 persons were still trapped under the debris. Rescue work is under way, the SP said.He added that the owner of the building was identified as Mohammad Zeeshan, a resident of Gulshan-e-Iqbal. Raiding teams have been dispatched to arrest the accused.

(The News-13, 22/07/2009)
Three killed as under-construction building collapses

Karachi: At least three people were killed and five injured when a four-storied under-construction building caved in all of sudden near Firdous Shopping Centre, Liaquatabad no 3, within the limits of Liaquatabad police station, on Tuesday evening. Law enforcers, rescuers of different welfare organisations and officials of City District Government Karachi reached the spot while hundreds of residents of the area also rushed to the site. They recovered three bodies and five injured people from the debris. The wounded and the bodies were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for treatment. According to the residents of the area, at least two dozen people were still buried under the debris, including those who would set up their pushcarts near the building. Residents also pointed out that a number of labourers were also working inside the building, luckily, however, at the time of the incident most of them had gone home. One of the deceased victims was identified as Imran Sultan, while the others remained unidentified. Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah took notice of the situation and asked for an immediate report from the Karachi Building Control Authority chief controller. On the other hand, Liaquatabad Nazim Usama Qadri, while talking to the media, said that the owner of the building did not take permission for the construction and also added that heavy machinery has been brought to the site for the removal of debris. The police and town administration tried to disperse the spectators because the building is situated in a congested area where the administration is already finding it difficult to carry out rescue work. Relief work was still underway till the time this report was filed.

(DailyTimes-B1, 22/07/2009)

Building collapse death toll climbs to 16

KARACHI, July 22: The faces of rescue workers and bystanders lit up on Wednesday when they pulled out from under the rubble a wage-earner alive 20 hours after an under-construction building collapsed in Liaquatabad on Tuesday evening. 


Meanwhile, the death toll in the building tragedy rose to 16. At least six injured persons were admitted to different hospitals of the city. 


The rescue operation which began on Tuesday night continued into Wednesday without any break during which 13 bodies were recovered from the debris, officials said. 


By Tuesday midnight, only three bodies were recovered from the rubble at the site where the four-storey building had collapsed with a bang. 


At the time of the incident, labourers were busy in the construction work at the fourth floor of the building. 


Besides construction workers, the dead included daily wage-earners who were standing with their pushcarts loaded with fruits and vegetables near the building when it collapsed. 


The owner of the building is believed to have died in the collapse while its contractor is admitted to hospital with serious injuries, police said. 


Adviser to the chairman of the National Disaster Management Authority Aijaz Akram, who was present at the scene on Wednesday, told Dawn that 16 deaths had been confirmed in the incident while six persons were injured. 


During the rescue operation on Wednesday three persons who were trapped under the rubble were recovered alive, Mr Akram said. 


On Tuesday night police had gone to the residence of the contractor in Gulshan-i-Iqbal but couldn’t find him there, he added. 


Liaquatabad SP Jam Zafar Dharejo said that according to the figures available with him 14 dead and seven injured people had been recovered from the rubble. 


He said the rescue operation was continuing, as the recovery of more bodies or people trapped under the rubble could not be ruled out yet. 


The SP added that the owner of the building, Yousuf, had died in the building collapse and the contractor of the building, Zeeshan, was admitted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where he was undergoing treatment. 


The overhead water tank was perhaps the only piece of concrete that remained intact. It sat atop the rubble. The rest of the building had turned into a big pile as if it had been made of sand only. 


The recovery of the man, who had remained trapped under the rubble for 20 hours, sent a wave of jubilation among the rescue workers, who had been working selflessly and tirelessly at the scene of the incident. The onlookers also cheered when the man was pulled alive. 

There seemed to be a competition among Edhi Foundation, Chippa and Khidmat-i-Khalq Foundation ambulance services to carry the injured or the dead to hospitals. 


A Karachi Building Control Authority spokesperson had already sidestepped the authority’s part in the tragedy, saying that the builder had violated the permission for ground-plus-three storeys and the KBCA had already served notices on him. 


However, close to the collapsed building there are many ground-plus-four buildings. 


Police have registered an FIR (123/2009) under Sections 322, 282, 337-F(1), 337-A(1) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Liaquatabad police station on the complaint of Arif, son of Ahmed Bukhsh, a labourer working at the scene. The owner of the project, Yousuf, and contractor Zeeshan have been nominated in the FIR. 


KBCA action 

Chief Controller of Buildings Manzoor Kadir, meanwhile, took notice of the collapse of the building in Liaquatabad, and on his directives an FIR was registered against the owners of the plot and the contractor working on the site, adds APP. 


Mr Kadir ordered that the licence of the architect involved be cancelled and that the firm be blacklisted. He also suspended three officers for their alleged negligence. 


Meanwhile, an inquiry was ordered into the matter. It will be conducted by the EDO of the CDGK’s Master Plan department. 


According to the KBCA, the plan of the collapsed building was approved as a ground-plus-two-storey structure, but the owner illegally constructed two more floors. 


In order to demolish the illegal floors, the KBCA had made a written request for police protection. However, the demolition was delayed by the unavailability of the police, the KBCA contended. 


Further, the KBCA accused the plot owner and contractor of being directly involved in the matter and, on the directive of the chief controller, an FIR was registered against the two.


The KBCA also cancelled the licence (AL-01-438) of Architect Syed Ali Daud and blacklisted the firm. 


On the CCBO’s directive, KBCA Deputy Controller of Liaquatabad Town Shahzad Mansoor, Senior Building Inspector Mansoor Alam and Building Inspector Asif Jalal were suspended. 


The EDO of the Master Plan Group of Offices, Ateeq Baig, was appointed inquiry officer and he has begun a probe into the issue.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 23/07/2009)

Building collapse death toll reaches 17

With the recovery 13 more bodies from the debris of a collapsed building in Liaquatabad No. 6, the death toll for the incident reached 17 on Wednesday. One of the 13 injured died at the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital, sources told The News.


The four-storey under-construction building on plot no. 517 collapsed around 8:30 pm Tuesday night near Firdous Market in Liaquatabad No.6. Rescue workers from different agencies pulled out 13 injured people, and 16 bodies from the debris.


The removal of debris with heavy machinery was under way till the time this report was filed.


“Volunteers of Focus Pakistan were using snake-eye cameras and vibraphones to detect anybody still alive but trapped in the debris of the collapsed building. Some 13 injured people were rescued,” said Murad Pyar Ali, the team leader of the Focus Pakistan Search and Rescue Team, affiliated with the Aga Khan Development Network.


The Focus Pakistan team members, who were trained by experts from Sweden and UK in carrying out search and rescue operations and have the experience of working at the destroyed site of Marriot Hotel Islamabad, said that they reached the site around 10:00 pm Tuesday night.


“Our 14 male and six female rescuers are here in two shifts since then and are assisting the city and town administration in pulling out the injured from the rubble.” another Focus Pakistan member, Zainab, said.


Those who died in the incident were identified as 55-year-old Abdul Hameed, 35-year-old Imran, Tahir, Imran, Muhammad Zareen, Wahid Chiniot, Akhtar, Gul Bacha, Sher Bacha, Khan Noor, Muhammad Sebroz Khan, Aqeel, Sufyan, Abdul Nazir, Dildar, Ghulam Rasool and Yusuf. The latter is believed to be one of the owners of the collapsed building.


The injured people were identified as Muhammad Zeeshan, Abdus Sattar, Ghulam Ahmed, Sabira Khatoon, Tahir Shahzad, Fawad, Mehmood Sarfraz, Zulfiqar, Janu, and Muhammad Javed, along with one unidentified person who was still unconscious.


Rescuers, including officials of the city government, Liaquatabad Town administration, Fire brigade personnel and crew from private rescue services, said that they were trying their best to pull out anybody trapped alive inside the building.


“Over 60 to 70 per cent of the debris and rubble has been removed and the rest will be cleared within next three to four hours. There may be more people trapped in the building, but their chances of survival are diminishing,” Afzal, an official of the Fire Brigade said.


Case Registered: The Liaquatabad police have registered a case on the complaint of Arif against two people, Yousuf (said to be the owner of the building) and Zeeshan (who fled from the hospital in an injured condition).


SHO Liaquatabad Naeem Khan told The News that they have registered a case under sections 322, 288, 377 A-1 and 337 F-1. “An FIR (123/09) has been registered on the complaint of Arif against Yousuf and Zeeshan but we have made no arrests so far in this connection,” he said.


‘It collapsed with a bang — I couldn’t speak’: Twenty-eight-year-old Muhammad Javed, who was pulled out of the debris by the rescuers after 16 hours, was taken to the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital where he was rapidly recovering but was in a state of shock after seeing death so closely.


He told The News that he was a labourer by profession and it was his first day at the site of the under-construction building when it collapsed in the evening.


“I am a resident of Orangi Town and have three children. I was hired by the contractor at Rs330 per day and my job was to work as a painter and general labourer at the building. I was on the ground floor of the building when it collapsed with a bang just a few minutes after the Maghrib prayer call,” Javed said.


He said that when the building collapsed, a cloud of dust and darkness engulfed him but he found some open space where he could sit. “It was dark there. I could hear distant sounds such as screams and shouts but I didn’t make any noise as I was in complete shock,” he said.


Javed said although he sustained injuries in the head, back and legs, he didn’t feel any pain and the only thoughts in his mind were about God and his children.


Eyewitnesses’ speak: Najeebullah, a waiter at a tea shop near the collapsed building, was was a few yards away from this building when he saw it coming down. “Its front portion fell on the main street that connects it with Sharah-e-Pakistan. At that time, there were several people under the building, including women and children,” he said.


Another person, Farhan, said that he was sitting outside the shop opposite the collapsed building when he saw it falling.


“There were many people near and under the building while the street was crowded with pushcarts, women, children and other passersby. I believe that well over 30 people were trapped underneath the debris when the building fell,” he said.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 23/07/2009)
KBCA takes action against illegal constructions

On the directive of Chief Controller of Buildings, Manzoor Kadir, the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) demolition squad got a dilapidated building vacated in the Lines Area and started its demolition action.


The demolition teams also went into action against various illegal constructions in the city and either demolished or sealed them while an advertisement and sale of a private public sale project, Milk Paradise, in Scheme-33 was declared as illegal.


According to details, an illegal building on Plot No 96, 97 and 98 in Lines Area, tilted on one side and on receipt of information, KBCA demolition squad reached the site and got it vacated from people residing there and started its demolition.


In their initial report KBCA experts said that this ground plus three storeyed building was constructed on 40 sq yards by jointing three small plots. It described the building construction defective, sub-standard and in violation of building byelaws as a result of which it tilted on one side under its own weight and any incident could have occurred any time.


Meanwhile, in an operation against illegal constructions, various KBCA teams demolished the third floor columns on Plot No 165, Block-3, PECHS, partition walls of illegal 5th floor on Plot No 168-C, Block-3, PECHS, balconies of 1-4 floors of Plot No 1-A in Roshan Colony.


In Nazimabad, the illegal under-construction 3rd floor on Plot No 4/3, Block 3-F was demolished while an illegal marriage lawn on Plot No 15/5, Block 4-D was sealed and very initial constructions on Plot No A-45 Qureshi Colony were razed.


In Saddar Town, the demolition squad razed the partition walls in car parking space on Plot No BC 17-A, Clifton and demolished the 5th floor partition walls on Plot No SB 1’80 Saddar Bazar and 7th floor columns of Plot No 18RC-11, Ranchore Lane.

(The News-14, 24/07/2009)
Land-grabbing in Gutter Baghicha condemned

For the past one month, a group, allegedly part of the local government, has taken over the land allocated for the Gutter Baghicha Park project and has started illegal construction on it, said Nisar Baloch, an activist of Trans-Lyari, at a press conference on Monday at the Karachi Press Club.


Baloch said that EDO Revenue Karachi Sajjad Hussain Abbasi visited the area on the Manghophir road near Old Golimar earlier this month along with various social activists and media personnel, and observed the illegal work being carried out on the land.


Trans-Lyari activists stated that activists from the area and the police officials have informed higher officials about the situation but nothing has been done so far to remove the encroachers. 


The activists held a major political party responsible for the illegal take-over of the land and said that no action is being taken against them as the Sindh government is afraid of them.


“In 1993, some officials of the Karachi Municipal Cooperation (KMC) secretly allocated themselves 10 acres land of the officers cooperative housing society. However, in 2001 the Chief Secretary Sindh cancelled all the allotments. Then in 2002, the Federal Government gave orders to build a 480 acre park in Gutter Baghicha, whose proposal was given by the former city nazim. Despite these orders, illegal houses are being constructed on the land instead of the park,” said Baloch.


The activists also said that the Sindh government seem helpless in front of the party and have no writ or control over the city. 


“We appeal to the Chief Minister and the local ministers along with the D.G ranger and the I.G Sindh to take notice of the illegal construction.

(The News-19, 28/07/2009)
DHA announces new residential project on Super Highway

The launch of a new residential-cum-commercial venture on the Super Highway, under the brand name of ‘DHA City Karachi,’ was announced on Tuesday by the Defence Housing Authority (DHA).


DHA Administrator Brig. Khalid Tirmizi said that the new residential estate coming up on the Super Highway was spread over an area of approximately 12,000 acres and was at a 20-minute drive from the Karachi International Airport. He said that DHA City has a four-kilometre frontage on the Super Highway and is located in the proximity of the upcoming educational city and the PIA Cabin Crew Society.


Tirmizi added that the new residential estate would have a network of wide roads and adequate green and open areas as per modern town planning trends and is being developed in the backdrop of a semi-hilly terrain and picturesque landscape.


Application forms for the scheme can be obtained from all branches of designated commercial banks free of cost and can also be downloaded from www.dhakarachi.org. A call centre with a Universal Access Number (111-589-589) has been established at DHA’s Main Office to provide information about the scheme.

(The News-13, 29/07/2009)
Tall claims, little justification

Our seasoned chief minister (CM), who has weathered many political storms and bounced back, has announced that his government will establish a force of 500 people to regain the encroached government lands from the land mafia.


This is indeed an interesting albeit mind-boggling declaration. The CM is concerned about the government lands that have been occupied by rogue land grabbers and rightly wants to get them back. What is perplexing about this statement, however, is the fact that despite the presence of the police, Rangers and other ‘law-enforcing’ agencies, the CM wants to hire 500 people to do this job. Why not just use the existing manpower instead of wasting resources?


Also worth mentioning is the fact that land belonging to the masses has been completely overlooked in this yet-to-be-undertaken endeavour. If the government is unable to protect its own land, how can it protect the citizens of this city?


Meanwhile, the metropolis is abuzz with the promulgation of a new law that will sentence those sending or creating text messages against the President, Prime Minister and other government officials to jail for 14 years. The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) will decide which one of the millions of text messages is offending. The citizens are not happy and voices of dissent have been around the city. How does the government expect to toe them in line by monitoring messages? These draconian laws are harsher than the Orwellian laws, in which the Big Brother is watching. After all, the worst type of democratic government is better than the military dictatorship. 


Rumour also has it that miracles have ceased to exist, barring our Federal Interior Minister Rahman Malik. His incredulous rise in Pakistani politics is simply astounding and his comments befuddling. His latest measure to eradicate targeted killings by urging the masses to make a video of the assassins on their cellphones in exchange for half a million rupees is hilarious at best. What good is that money when the masses will not get the protection they need after providing such incriminating evidence against a criminal?


And then there is the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) that continues to provide less- than-satisfactory services to the consumers who are being made to pay through their nose. Instead of doing its job, the KESC is blaming those who steal power from the main lines. In this regard, a report published a few months ago revealed that only seven per cent of power is actually stolen by the masses. The rest is the handiwork of large industrial units, feudals and political stalwarts, all with the connivance of the KESC employees. Not surprisingly, the KESC is not willing to accept that. If anything, it has urged the Ulemas to issue fatwas against those who steal electricity when the solution, in fact, is really simple – remove the all-too-obvious kundas from the main lines.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 29/07/2009)
Ban on land sale

Kamal challenges Qaim’s order in court


KARACHI: The restriction placed by the Sindh chief minister on disposal of any type of land including residential or commercial plots and shops by the district/city district governments and town/taluka municipal administrations (TMAs) was questioned before the Sindh High Court (SHC) by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and five town nazims on Tuesday.


In a surprise move, the city nazim came to the SHC in the afternoon and filed a petition through his counsel, former Sindh advocate general Barrister Faroogh A Nasim.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) EDO (Law) Manzoor Ahmed and others accompanied Kamal.


The city nazim claiming exemplary and phenomenal growth and development in Karachi since he became its nazim on Oct 17, 2005, maintained that he was serving the people of Karachi without any discrimination and provided basic facilities to badly neglected areas of the city like Baba Island, Bhit Island and Lyari, to name a few.

He also stated that he carried out works such as the signal-free corridors and linked 38 villages by constructing the Hawkesbay-Hub Road.


The petitioner relying on Article 32 and 37(i) of the constitution said that under the law, the provincial government is mandated to establish a local government system and devolve the political, administrative and financial responsibility and authority onto the elected representatives of the local government.

He also referred to the Article 140-A and said that it became a basic structure of the constitution which could not be amended or taken back which is good for the country as it empowers the people at large.


The Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO-2001) was in pursuance of the Articles 32, 37 and 140-A and was protected. The petitioner maintained that under the SLGO, revenue matters fell under the administrative and executive control of the respondent Board of Revenue.


“In a manner completely without jurisdiction, unlawfully and unconstitutionally, the respondents have communicated two letters dated July 19, 2009 and July 20, 2009, wherein it has been observed that the Sindh chief minister has imposed a complete ban on the disposal of properties of the local government while also restricting them from disposing of their land through auction, lease or any other means” maintained the petitioners.


It was also maintained that neither the Sindh chief minister, nor the respondents including the Sindh chief secretary, local government secretary, special secretary to the Sindh Chief minister or the Board of Revenue senior member, have powers to issue the impugned direction bringing the entire local government set-up to a complete halt.


The court was prayed to declare the impugned letter and action by any functionary, entity, authority and person in the affairs of the local government are without jurisdiction, unlawful mala-fide and void, and that the impugned actions were opposed to the fundamental rights and Article 2-A of the constitution and also of Shariah Act 1991.


The petitioner also sought the suspension of the impugned letters pending hearing and disposal of the petition. The petition was accompanied by a number of applications including one for urgent hearing and is likely to be fixed before a division bench of the SHC in a day or two.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/07/2009)

Notices issued in plea against ban on land disposal

KARACHI, July 29: A division bench of the Sindh High Court issued on Wednesday notices to the advocate-general and the respondent provincial government for Thursday in a petition moved by the Karachi nazim and five town nazims of the city against the ban on disposal of local government properties.


Dr M. Farogh Naseem, who appeared for the petitioners along with the city district government counsel, Manzoor Ahmed, submitted before the bench comprising Justices Khilji Arif Hussain and Syed Mahmood Alam Rizvi that the ban was repugnant to the constitutional and legal provisions that required the state to strengthen local government institutions to solve the people’s problems. 


He particularly referred to Articles 32, 37(i) and 140-A of the Constitution and Sections 3, 14, 27, 35, 182, 191 and 195 of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance.


The petitioners, City Nazim Syed Kamal Mustafa and town nazims Arif Khan, Syed Muhammad Kamal, Javed Ahmed, Muhammad Dilawar and Mumtaz Hameed, say that the provincial government has no power to impose a ban on the disposal of local government properties by any means. The ban will paralyse the local government institutions and deprive them of a crucial source of revenue.


Cited as respondents are the province of Sindh through the chief secretary, the local government secretary, the principal secretary to the chief minister and the board of revenue.

Dues payment

The bench disposed of a petition moved by nine employees of the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited through Advocate Syed Shua-un-Nabi with the observation that the petitioners should be paid their outstanding dues within seven days as undertaken by the PTCL counsel.


The petitioners maintained that their salaries were withheld once earlier but were released following a court order. They refuted the respondent company’s assertion that they had been declared surplus and ceased to be PTCL workers. They said they were still performing their duties.

Load-shedding schedule

On a petition filed by civic rights activist S.M. Iqbal Kazmi, the bench asked the Karachi Electric Supply Company to comply with its counsel’s undertaking to submit a schedule for regular load-shedding resorted to by it in the various localities of Karachi by turns.


The direction was first made on the previous date on the insistence of the petitioner that if the KESC could not ensure uninterrupted power supply or prevent emergency breakdowns, it could at least announce a schedule for load-shedding in the various neighbourhoods and then stick to it.


Petition restored

The bench also allowed an application for restoration of a writ petition moved by Beema Pakistan chairman Agha Shahnawaz Mirza through Advocate Nisar A. Mujahid for exclusion of his name from the exit control list.


The lawyer submitted that the petition agitated a basic human right of the petitioner. The right to free movement could not be curbed arbitrarily. The grievance was brought to the notice of the authorities but there was no response from them. 


CS comments in job letters delay case

The bench directed the additional advocate-general of Sindh to file parawise comments of the Sindh chief secretary about the non-issuance of appointment letters to candidates selected against vacant posts in the Sindh Public Safety and Police Complaint Commission, adds PPI.


Petitioners Rafique Ahmed and 32 other candidates moved the SHC against the non-issuance of appointment letters. 


Their counsel, Zamir Owaid, submitted that the petitioners had applied for the posts of assistant, stenographer, junior clerk, driver, naib qasid and watchman in response to an advertisement published by the Sindh home department in July 2008.

Appointments had to be made at the district public safety and police complaint commissions at Umarkot, Shikarpur, Nawabshah, Tando Allahyar, Ghotki, Tharparkar, Matiari, Naushehro Feroze, Mirpurkhas, Jamshoro, Hyderabad, Khairpur, Thatta and Kashmore.


He said the petitioners fulfilled the requirements, passed written tests and interviews and were declared successful. But despite a lapse of many months, the authorities were not issuing appointment letters to them.

He prayed to the court to direct the official concerned to issue appointment letters to his clients, who he said were entitled to the jobs.


AAG Miran Muhammad Shah requested for time to file parawise comments on behalf of the respondents.


The bench directed him to file parawise comments by Aug 13.


Prisoner’s transfer case

The bench issued a notice to jail authorities on a petition seeking a prisoner’s transfer to Karachi from the interior of Sindh.


Advocate Lal Hussain submitted that the husband of petitioner Mumtaz Khatoon was shifted to the Nara jail from the Central Jail of Karachi without any reason. Being a resident of Karachi, she could not afford to travel to Nara often to meet him. The authorities acted in violation of the rights of prisoners envisaged in the Jail Manual, she said.


She prayed to the court to direct the jail authorities to shift the prisoner back to Karachi from the interior of Sindh.


The SHC division bench, after initial hearing, issued a notice to the respondents for Aug 3 to file comments.

(Dawn-13, 30/07/2009)

‘Only CM has right to allot land’

KARACHI, July 29: Amidst a continuing row between Sindh coalition partners over the right to allot land, provincial Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani on Wednesday declared that no one has the right to allot official land except the chief minister of the province. 


Addressing a news conference, he said that the Sindh government would take action against what he termed the “illegal allotment of land, encroachment on official lands and other violations” in Karachi.


Allotment of land has become a bone of contention between the PPP-led provincial government and the MQM-led City District Government, which has filed a petition in the Sindh High Court on the issue of lease of government land.


According to sources, the issue figured in a meeting between PPP and MQM leaders, and misgivings were expressed over this initiative. Acrimony is creeping in after the government decided to dissolve the existing local governments and appoint administrators, pending elections, after amending the local government laws.


Earlier, Mr Durrani had chaired a meeting of the Provincial Local Government Commission (PLGC), which advised the Chief Minister that resolutions of the City District Council Karachi for reorganising the Finance & Planning Group of offices, upgrading posts and promotions were “in violation of law”.


He said the PLGC, after review, resolved 20 complaints related to local government issues. An inquiry on non-release of funds by District Government Dadu to District Officer (NPIW) was conducted. Complaints against Sanaul Rehman, Nazim Union Council Madd, Taluka Sobhodero, District Khairpur; Ghulam Nabi Khaskheli, Nazim UC-Setharja, Taluka Thari Mirwah, District Khairpur; administrative issues of TMA Larkana and inquiry in affairs of eight union councils of Taluka Garhi Yasin, District Shikarpur, were reviewed and further action taken.

He said action was also taken on complaints of corruption in the affairs of TMA Hussain Bux Mari, District Mirpurkhas, complaints against UC Nazim & Secretary UC Bolhari, District Jamshoro, on corruption in government funds, against Union Administration Jamali, Taluka Shahdadkot, allegations of corruption, misuse of government vehicles, awarding contract to his brother, son and getting 15 per cent commission from contractors, other illegal activities against Ghulam Muhammad Mahar, Nazim Union Council Khajrari, Taluka and District Umerkot.


He said the PLGC reviewed inspection reports of TMAs District Badin, request for inquiry against TMA Rohri, misappropriation of government funds/money by Union Administration Sangi Hingoro Temoonh, Taluka Pano Akil, District Sukkur, complaints against Shahzado Sanghar, Secretary, Nazim UC Bundh and Fareed Ahmed Junejo (Naka Munshi) ex-Secretary Union Council Bundh, Taluka Ghotki and Yasir Hussain Junejo, ex-acting Taluka Nazim (Naib Nazim) TMA Larkana made by Qurban Ali Abbasi, Taluka Nazim TMA Larkana.

(Dawn-13, 30/07/2009)

Lease issue dominates council session

KARACHI, July 29: Matters concerning land disposal came under discussion in the City Council again on Wednesday, when treasury members moved two separate resolutions on the regularisation and issuance of lease documents to two colonies despite reservations expressed by opposition members, who contended that the matter was sub judice and hence should not be discussed. 


The Sindh government has imposed a ban on the disposal of land in the jurisdiction of the city government. The issue created uproar in the council when some members of the treasury called the government’s decision an intervention in the affairs of the city government. 


In a related development, the city nazim has challenged the order of the provincial chief minister on the issuance of leases in the remit of the CDGK. 


The issue dominated the proceedings of the house on Wednesday after treasury members submitted two separate resolutions about regularisation and issuance of lease documents to P&T Colony, situated in the jurisdiction of Saddar Town, and Hasrat Mohani Colony. 


The council meeting was presided over by naib nazim Nasreen Jalil. 


When the resolution on P&T Colony was moved by treasury member Arshad Qureshi, leader of the opposition Saeed Ghani on a point of order stood up and drew the attention of the chair towards the petition of the city nazim, challenging the validity of the CM’s order about a ban on the disposal of land. 


Arguing that since the matter was pending in court, Mr Ghani said the council had no right to discuss a matter that was sub judice. He urged the chair to defer the debate till the court announced a verdict in the case. 


However, leader of the house Asif Siddiqui did not agree to the contention of the opposition, saying that the council had a right to perform all functions envisaged under the law. 


Mr Siddiqui submitted that the order issued by the CM could in no way bar the council, which is a legislative body, from its “legal function”. He also termed the Sindh government’s order “illegal and repugnant to relevant sections of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance”. The contention of Mr Siddiqui was supported by other opposition leaders, including Mehsud Mehmud and Abdul Jalil. 


Two colonies’ regularisation 

To the utter surprise of the opposition members, the resolution was put to the vote, which was adopted by a majority vote as the opposition members had trooped out of the house to register their protest. 


The resolution gave its approval for the regularisation and changing the status of land in P&T Colony from amenity to residential under the amended map of katchi abadis. 


The land has been in the possession of former employees of the federal government associated with the Pakistan Post and Telegraph since the 1960s. 


Through a unanimous resolution, the council urged the katchi abadis department of the city government to take measures to grant leases to the residents of P&T Colony. 


It was followed by another resolution regarding the regularisation of Hasrat Mohani Colony in Site Town. The resolution called for permanent settlement of 50 per cent occupants of the colony who had been uprooted from elsewhere 28 years ago, and urged the katchi abadis department to grant leases to them under the Katchi Abadi Act, 1987, and according to the approved plan of Site Town. 


Earlier, the council in separate resolutions lauded efforts of the city nazim for the inauguration of a cold storage, mortuaries and a laboratory for Aids, DNA, Hepatitis and Dengue fever patients. 


A resolution enhanced the imprest allowance of the Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases from Rs10,000 to Rs50,000. 


After the adoption of the resolutions, the house convener drew the attention of the members to five letters issued by the Sindh governments on setting aside five resolutions passed by the house on upgrade of posts and promotions. 


An order issued on July 10 set aside Resolutions 420 and 462, dated Nov 17, 2008 and Feb 24, 2009, passed by the council regarding the upgrade and creation of various posts in the city government. 


The naib nazim described the Sindh government move as alarming, saying that it would create obstructions in the smooth functions of the city government. 


Reciprocating the sentiments of the naib nazim, opposition leader Saeed Ghani said the issue was very important and members be given more time to debate it, and suggested that the house take up the issue in its next session. 


The convener agreed to the suggestion. Later, she adjourned the session till Aug 1. 


Press conference

At a news conference Nasreen Jalil expressed concern over the “alarmingly situation”, saying that it would create problems in the normal functioning of the city government. 


She said these decisions (of the Sindh government) were taken without any reason, conducting any inquiry and on any merit. She maintained that the city government was competent to frame rules and schedule of establishment. 


Ms Jalil said she feared that the provincial government’s decisions would affect the process of devolution at the grass-roots level. She hastened to say that she did not see any political motives behind the move. But that she considered the move as a war for authority and grasping more powers in the administrative set-up. 

She said: “We have cordial relations with the ruling party, and hope that the matters would be settled amicably.” 

She condemned the incidents of targeted killing in the city, saying that it appeared that certain forces were bent on destabilizing the system.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-13, 30/07/2009)

Barring CM, no one has the right to allot land: Durrani

Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani has said that no one had the right to allot official land except the chief minister.


Durrani was addressing a news conference on Wednesday after chairing a meeting of the Provincial Local Government Commission (PLGC). He said that the Sindh government would take action against “illegal allotment of land, encroachment on official lands and other land use/allotment violations” in Karachi.


He said that the PLGC also reviewed the resolutions of the City Council relating to the reorganisation of finance and planning group of offices, upgrading posts, and promotions, which were made in violation of law. He added that the commission also resolved 20 complaints related to issues of local government. 


Durrani also revealed that an inquiry into the non-release of funds by the District Government, Dadu to District Officer (NPIW) was conducted. Complaints against Sanaur Rehman, Nazim, Union Council Madd, Taluka Sobhodero, District Khairpur, Ghulam Nabi Khaskheli, and others were reviewed and further action taken.


He said that action was also taken on a complaint of corruption in affairs of TMA Hussain Bux Marri, District Mirpurkhas, complaints against UC Nazim and Secretary UC, Bolhari, District Jamshoro on corruption in government funds, against Union Administration, Jamali Taluka Shahdadkot.

(The News-13, 30/07/2009)
Council demands award of lease to two colonies


KARACHI: The City Council on Wednesday passed two resolutions demanding award of lease to Hasrat Mohani Colony and PNT Colony, while criticising the Sindh chief minister’s ban on sale and lease of land by local bodies.


The council discussed various issues including retrenchment of funds for the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), ban on pillion riding, target killing and transffer of land lease.


Speaking on point of order, Abdul Jalil regretted that the Sindh government has been creating hurdles fir the CDGK so as to prevent it from exercising its legally formulated rights as laid in the Sindh Local Government Ordinance-2001.


Jalil said that the key impediments that have so far been prompted by the Sindh government are levying ban on City Council from conducting legal businesses and secondly halting the CDGK’s development works by withholding the funds. Recently, the federal government has retrenched CDGK’s necessary funds regarding Public Service Development Programme (PSDP) and after heavy deductions has just released Rs 5.6 billion but on the other hand, the CDGK has been asked not to use these funds because the Sindh CM would define and identify the venues for the use of these funds.


Speaking on point of order, Arshad Qureshi of the treasury benches said that the Sindh government has just released Rs 6.97 million from its actual Octroi and Zilla Tax shares and has issued instructions that that money could not be used for any other account except for the disbursement of salaries.


Jumman Darwan from the opposition benches demanded that the city nazim should honour his commitment for releasing special funds worth Rs 2.5 million for development schemes at the UC level under the suggestion of nazims of the UCs. Responding to Darwan’s demand, Qureshi replied that the major retrenchments of funds were preventing the city nazim from fulfilling certain commitments.


Salman Mujahid Baloch of the treasury benches said that certain elements were trying create disturb peace in the city through target killings. There were more than 25 activists and supporters of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement who fell victim to target killing.

Baloch demanded the government to expose the conspirators and take effective measures to curb the incidences of the target killing.


Qureshi, while speaking on point of order, said that the government has imposed a ban on pillion riding, while it has been observed that two or more killers involved in target murders were using a single motorcycle to carry out their work.

This scenario raises many questions as to why these target killers were not nabbed by the law enforcement agencies.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 30/07/2009)

Kamal for low cost housing projects in city

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and the House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC), in collaboration with the private sector, should devise a strategy to offer low-priced housing projects. 


He made the comments while talking to an HBFC delegation led by HBFC Chairman Azhar A Jaffery on Wednesday. He said that these projects could provide quality residential units to low-income citizens of the city. Kamal suggested that the availability of land was not a big problem as there is enough land available at Hawkesbay, Surjani Town and Taiser Town where low-priced and quality apartments could be constructed as joint ventures. He said that the HBFC should chalk out a strategy for the construction of low-priced yet quality residential schemes in the city so that the citizens could get better residences at affordable prices.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/07/2009)

Sindh govt may provide 300 acres for people affected by KCR

A survey for the resettlement of those affected by the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) has begun, while the Sindh government has asked the Board of Revenue (BoR) to allot 300 acres of land to relocate those affected along the route of the intra-city rail track, The News has learnt.


Sources said that the survey would be completed by July 2009, and would be conducted with the help of a questionnaire, as per the directions of President Asif Ali Zardari. Sources narrated that a meeting was held recently to review the progress being made in the project, which was attended by officials of the provincial government and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


Karachi Urban Transport System (KUTS) managing director (MD) informed the meeting that a modified PC-1 amounting to $1.57 billion has been prepared for KCR. The modified PC-I was based on a study conducted by Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA, and has been submitted to the Planning Commission for approval.


The meeting also exchanged views about the proposed cost of resettlement. The KUTC MD told the participants that JICA would not finance the cost of land for relocation and resettlement, but instead the resettlement costs would be borne by the stake-holders. However, infrastructure development at resettlement site(s) would be borne by JICA.


An idea was also floated during the meeting to hold a separate meeting with a senior member of the BoR for the allotment of land to the affected of the KCR. Secretary of the Sindh Transport Department said that a summary had been moved for provision of provincial share in the KUTC.


Participants of the meeting suggested that the resettlement survey should be comprehensive, so as to avoid complications. It was also decided to prepare a proper package for compensation for the affected.


The participants underlined the importance of taking up the matter with the Planning Commission at the earliest for approval of the project. It was also decided that a joint meeting of the Sindh government officials concerned and the CDGK would be arranged with BoR officials to sort out the issue of land for resettlement.


Meanwhile, NED Architecture and Planning Department Chairman Dr Noman Ahmed expressed his belief that the government could run KCR within its own resources. He said there was an immediate need to revive the KCR, as it covers all major locations in the city. He said that the infrastructure was intact and only “technical revival” was needed. Once that took place, he said, the KCR would connect all other areas of the city.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-20, 31/07/2009)
AUGUST

Plea against ban on land lease

Proceedings postponed as coalition partners pursue out-of-court settlement

The legal battle between the City Nazim and the Sindh government over the Chief Minster’s ban on disposal of local government land ground to a halt, as the counsel of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), who was to argue over stay application against the impugned directives, sought a week’s adjournment before the Sindh High Court (SHC).


The adjournment plea is believed to be a result of ongoing negotiations between coalition partners, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), whose representatives are engaged in settling the issue out of court. 


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and five other town Nazims had challenged the letters issued by the Sindh Local Government and Revenue Department on July 19 and July 20 respectively, in which Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah had restrained all district governments from disposal of any type of land within their jurisdiction with immediate effect, while the process of leasing or auctioning land was also stopped. 


Petitioners’ counsel Farogh Naseem, who filed the petition in the SHC against the directives of Chief Minister, sought suspension of the impugned directives. However, the counsel did not appear before the division bench of the SHC, and instead CDGK’s law officer Manzoor Ahmed sought adjournment on his behalf. 


SHC’s bench, comprising Justice Khilji Arif Hussain and Justice Syed Mehmood Alam Rizvi, granted the adjournment plea. 

(The News-13, 01/08/2009)
Collapse of building in Mithadar

21 corpses recovered; 65pc rubble removed

Twenty-one corpses were recovered from the debris of the residential building which collapsed in Mithadar police limits late on Friday night. 


According to the chief fire officer, four bodies were recovered on Friday, while rescuers managed to recover another 17 corpses were recovered till late Saturday night. He said that about 65 per cent of the debris was cleared, while efforts were in full swing to clear the rest and recover the remaining corpses, if any. 


Rescue teams, including those of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), reached the scene and aided local police, fire fighters, paramedic staff in removing the debris. Rescuers however said that initially, they could not take their vehicles and machineries near the site of the incident due to the narrow width of the lane.


The residents said that the building was constructed about 18 years ago by a contractor named Iqbal Hussain. The building consisted of ground-plus-four floors, on which eight apartments were constructed. The building had eight shops, including the workshop of gold traders. There were also two godowns of private firms located on the ground floor. 


Residents alleged that the accused contractor, Iqbal Hussain, was busy constructing another building adjacent to the one that collapsed for the past few months. He said that labourers had dug up the ground next to the building which collapsed, due to which the foundation stone of the building became weak. Due to the rains in the past two weeks, rainwater had accumulated in the dug-up portion of the under-construction building, further deteriorating the foundations of the building. 


Abdul Qayyum, a resident of Rizwan Mansion (building situated opposite the collapsed building) said that on Friday night, he came out of his house to offer Isha prayers. He was standing at a local Pan shop, when suddenly he heard the sound of a blast and saw sparks in electricity wires. He said that he immediately went to a safer location, and saw clouds of dust rising from the site of the implosion. 


Later, word spread in the area that Khatija Manzil had collapsed, after which residents of the area came out of their houses and started rescue efforts. 


However, electricity of the area was shut off almost as soon as the rescue operations started. After about an hour, electricity supply was restored, and rescue efforts resumed. 


As reported in City News on Saturday, the wife and children of Hafiz Yaseen, Pesh Imam of Kharadar Khatri Masjid, lost their lives in the incident. Fifty-year-old Jamila, three-year-old Mohammed Ahmed, 18-year-old Sadia, 15-year-old Salma were among the casualties, while two of Yaseen’s sons were also injured. 


The other deceased include 25-year-old Shoaib Ahmed, son of Abdul Salaam; 48-year-old Khursheeda Begum, wife of Abdul Salaam; 18-year-old Naeem-ur-Rehman, son of Abdul Shakoor; 50-year-old Ibrahim Patni, son of Hadi Ahmed; Hameeda wife of Ibrahim Patni, 44-year-old Farzana, wife of Yousuf.


The injured have been identified as 11-year-old Khatija, daughter of Mufti Yaseen; Hammeda, daughter of Mufti Yaseen; 15-year-old Hamaad, son of Mufti Yaseen and Irfan son of Sadruddin. 


Residents of the area and witnesses said that the family of Doctor Zaidi were still missing. 


Late Saturday evening the rescuers managed to recover the corpse of 18-year-old Rahimullah, who was the brother of deceased Naeem-ur-Rehman and lived on the fourth floor. 


The rescuers recovered three female corpses from the debris; 60-year-old Qudsia Banu and 35-year-old Sunble were identified by their brother Hamid Munir, while the third corpse remained unidentified. 


Hamid Munir said that his elder sisters were residing in the building along with three other siblings, identified as 65-year-old Sobiya Banu, 40-year-old Nelofar, and Akhtar Munir. He said that they lived on the 3rd floor, adding that Banu was a supervisor in the Railway Reservation and had retired two months ago. Rescue operations were continuing till the filing of this report.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 02/08/2009)
Are these 145 buildings really ‘hazardous’?

The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) published an advertisement in newspapers on July 27, declaring 145 buildings in Saddar, Jamshed, Lyari, Keamari, Malir and Shah Faisal towns “hazardous”.


The advertisement said: “The owners, residents and occupants of those buildings, which have been declared hazardous by the KBCA Technical Committee for Hazardous Buildings, as well as residents of other such buildings are warned in their own interest that they should immediately vacate these buildings and get them demolished.


“Those who may continue to live in these hazardous buildings despite this notice will themselves be responsible for any loss to them. In case of any accident or rains, the KBCA will not be responsible for any loss of life or property. The people are requested that if there is a hazardous building in their vicinity then they may please contact KBCA immediately.”


The advertisement seems to be in the best interest of the residents living in these “hazardous” buildings but surprisingly, the residents themselves narrate an entirely different story.


Thirty-two-year-old Mohammad Arshad, a resident of Younus Saeed Building in Saddar, one of the buildings where a poster has been pasted by the KBCA, warning that the building is “hazardous,” told The News that the building was safe but the owner wanted to get it vacated because it was located on prime land worth billions of rupees.


“I have been living here for the last 16 years and have been witnessing such notices every two to three years,” he said. “The owner even offered to pay to one of the residents if he left his flat.” Arshad claimed that notices are being pasted in connivance with KBCA officials.


“The building was renovated some years ago and I have not come across any accident during the last 16 years. I don’t feel any danger here,” he said.


Moin Ahmed, the owner of a shop called Book Island on the ground floor of the building, concurs. “The owner of this building is a woman named Shahnaz, who lives in Gulshan-e-Iqbal. She wants us to vacate this building. We live here on the basis of ‘pagri’ and witness such notices every two to three years,” he said.


He further said that there were 20 one-room apartments in the building. “A poster is pasted here before the monsoon so that the KBCA is not held responsible if an accident takes place in the building,” he said. “It is true that the building was constructed in pre-Partition days but the residents got it refurbished and renovated it on their own in 1990. It is a safe building. I have had this shop since 1987.”


Fifty-six-year-old Abdul Rasheed, another resident, said that nobody knew who pasted the poster on the building’s walls every few years. “We are witnessing such notices for the last 10 years or so. This building, however, is not dangerous,” he said.


KBCA Public Relations Officer (PRO) Farah Naseem said, however, that the organisation had a committee that ascertained whether a building was “dangerous,” but residents of such buildings simply refuse to vacate them, saying they would prefer to live and die in their buildings.


KBCA Chief Manzoor Qadir was in a “meeting” and could not be contacted despite several calls by The News.


Noted architect and town planner Arif Hasan said that the KBCA often includes heritage buildings in the category of “hazardous” buildings although a heritage building could not be demolished unless and until the Heritage Committee was not informed.


The KBCA PRO denied that the list of “hazardous” buildings published in newspapers has any heritage building.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 03/08/2009)
Khadija building tragedy: rescue operations over

The rescue operation at the site of the Khadija building, which collapsed in Mithadar on Friday, was completed on Sunday. No bodies were recovered on the third day of the incident.


Meanwhile, four surrounding buildings were also vacated on Sunday after the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) declared them dangerous.


“The debris has been removed from the site and further work has been temporarily stopped due to the fear that the usage of heavy machinery at the site may also cause the surrounding buildings to cave in,” according to an official of the Saddar town administration.


A major portion of the building collapsed on the adjacent buildings and this put the stability of the buildings in doubt, said the official. Meanwhile, fear prevails among residents of the area, since 21 people died when Khadija Building collapsed.


The Sindh government and the KBCA should take appropriate action in order to provide substitute accommodation to the affected families at the earliest, Saddar Town Nazim Muhammad Dilawar said, adding that the decision to demolish the buildings will be taken after complete examination of the buildings and in the light of experts’ opinions and also after consulting with the residents.


Dilawar has said that there are 200 buildings in the old city area of the town that have already been declared dangerous by the authority concerned.


Another thing that he pointed out was that all the dangerous buildings are situated in the old city area that is quite congested and it had been even more difficult for the rescue teams to reach the rescue sites due to narrow lanes.


Dilawar further said that the affected families must be provided alternative accommodations through proper agreements so that they do not face any problem in the future. Meanwhile, he has recommended to the KBCA that the authority restrict the induction of untrained labour force in the building process.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 03/08/2009)
Gulberg residents likely to move court against alleged land grab

Residents of Gulberg Town Karachi have decided to launch a campaign and approach the superior courts against the occupation of local playgrounds, allegedly by local government (LG) representatives.


The change of status of land in many areas of the city has caused resentment among the residents of various localities, including Gulberg Town, where dwellers of Block 4 are irked by the conversion of playgrounds into an educational institution and a health facility.


“The only playground in our area has been encroached upon and a private university is being constructed here,” said Irfan Ghalib, a resident of Gulberg Town Union Council (UC)-3.


He said that the effort to encroach the playground had begun in 2004. At the time, however, residents of the area had approached the Sindh High Court (SHC) and succeeded in obtaining a stay order, thus halting, albeit temporarily, efforts to construct a private educational institution on the ground. “The construction has resumed now, and we have decided to go to court and launch a protest campaign against this,” Ghalib said.


Another resident of the area, Dr Noman, said that they could not think of living in an area without any playgrounds and parks around and would do anything to prevent this encroachment.


“Unfortunately, people who are doing this illegal act are in the government and had terrorised the people to such an extent that nobody was willing to speak against it. In the recent past, however, people from some adjoining areas stood against such injustices in their areas, and this has given us the hope that we can also prevent such illegal activities in our locality,” Dr Noman added.


He recalled that a few weeks ago, people from a nearby area, where illegal construction was under way in a park, gathered at the local mosque after Friday prayers, went straight to the park and razed the entire illegal structure. Due to the unity among them, even the armed men present in the vicinity could not stop them.


Meanwhile, people living around the infamous Rangers ground in the same block in Gulberg Town have also decided to stand against the construction of a health facility at the playground, which is currently occupied by Rangers.


A kidney centre is being constructed at the playground. “We were hopeful that after the Rangers depart, the park will be available for recreational activities but since the start of the construction of the kidney centre, our hopes have started fading,” Nasir Usmani, a local resident said.


Usmani said that he knew that the construction in the playground was illegal from the beginning but that time he could do nothing against it as he was alone. However, he said when he discussed this matter with his neighbours they decided to launch a campaign against this illegal construction.


“We have decided to launch a comprehensive campaign in which not only protests would be arranged but media and courts would be approached to get the playground evicted from Rangers and the encroachers” he added.


He also questioned that how encroachers could start constructions in an area where Rangers were already present and said they had also decided to bring the matter into the notice of higher authorities of Rangers and the army.


“Our protest will start soon and it will not end until our playground is handed over back us”, he said. He also criticized the UC and Town administration for not paying heed to their problems and issues.


On the contrary, the Town Municipal Officer (TMO) Gulberg, Latif Lodhi though confirmed the construction of a University and health facility on both the playgrounds in the area, but said it had nothing to do with the town administration.


“Actually, the work on both the projects is being carried out by the Public Works Department (PWD) of federal government and it is a matter between them and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK)” he said.


The TMO said that although he was not aware of arrangements between the CDGK and federal government on this issue as well as the concerns of locals over change of status of land of these plots, it could not be possible without adopting the due procedure by the relevant authorities.


A CDGK Revenue Department official refused to comment on this issue regarding the ground but told on condition of anonymity that change of status of amenity plot was a complex issue and there were several verdicts of superior courts in this regard.


“As up to my knowledge, status of an amenity plot can’t be changed, not even from one amenity to another amenity, like a playground can’t be converted into a hospital or a school” he said.


Citing the example of Women Library Complex project near Federal Urdu University, he said that due to change of status of the land, the matter was still pending in the court and neither a library nor a hospital had been completed despite passage of several years.


Roland De Souza of Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment, an NGO, when contacted confirmed that an amenity plot meant for playground could not be converted into some other facility like hospital or educational institution and added that such activities to encroach upon public lands in the city were illegal. 


“Actually, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, who has done several good works for Karachi, would be remembered as a land-grabber due to such illegal activities as his CDGK is doing certain illegal things like encroaching upon parks and playgrounds in the city” De Souza claimed.


De Souza suggested that the area people should immediately approach the court against such injustices as any further delay would complicate the matter.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-20, 03/08/2009)
Council okays leases for Cattle Colony

KARACHI, Aug 3: The treasury benches in the City Council had a field day on Monday when they adopted eight resolutions smoothly. Barring the one related to the regularisation of Cattle Colony and grant of leases to its residents, the seven resolutions were passed unanimously.


The proceedings of the house resumed on Monday with senior presiding officer Masood Mehmud in the chair, in the absence of house convener Nasreen Jalil. For a while no barbs flew from either side of the divide. 


Both sides refrained from the usual duel of words. Probably they were waiting for the outcome of the ongoing talks between the two parties’ high-ups on the city’s land disposal issue.

However, noisy disturbances were witnessed in the house when opposition member Naseem Khan urged the treasury to put off the debate on the resolution of regularisation of Cattle Colony as the matter was pending in court and talks were being held on the issue at a political level.


Mr Khan said that although the issue of the ban on regularisation of land and issuances of leases was taken up during the previous sessions, the opposition members still wanted that the house should not debate it as it was a sub judice matter and would have a negative impact on court proceedings.


However, leader of the house Asif Siddiqui did not agree to the contention of the opposition member, saying that the objections raised by him were irrelevant.

He accused the opposition of confusing the issue and adopting double standards by relating it to other issues. He said: “The council is an independent body of legislation” and it could not be restrained from its normal functioning.


Supporting the resolution, Mr Siddiqui said it had been an overdue issue and a persistent demand of the people. He urged the chair to table the resolution for a vote. 


Mr Siddiqui’s statement was also supported by Arshad Qureshi. Established in 1961 and spread over 1,752 acres, Mr Qureshi said, the colony’s lease issue had remained unresolved after the transfer of land to the defunct KMC by the Board of Revenue. Later, he said, the issue was taken up by the city government to grant proprietary rights to the residents of the colony, who played a key role in the economy of the city by supplying milk and meat to its inhabitants.


At this stage there were noisy disturbances in the house. Intervening, opposition member Dilawar Khan said the opposition would not allow land allotments to “new occupants” in the Cattle Colony, adding that “and we will not object to grant of leases to the occupants who have been settled there since 1960s”.


Taking the floor, opposition leader Juman Darwan criticised the attitude of the house leader, alleging that he was confusing the house by his “sarcastic remarks”. He said the opposition had always extended cooperation to the treasury on vital issues related to the development of the city.


Ignoring the opposition’s protest, the presiding officer tabled the resolution, which was adopted by a majority vote.


The resolution approved grant of proprietary rights to the residents of Cattle Colony under the new rates approved by the EDO (revenue) of the city district government.


Earlier, the house took up various resolutions which were adopted unanimously.


Building collapse

Through a resolution, the council constituted a five-member inquiry committee to ascertain the causes of the collapse of the building in the Mithadar area of Saddar Town, and urged the provincial government to vacate the dangerous buildings in the old city areas, and provide alternative places to the displaced families.

The committee comprises three treasury members: Syed Nasir Husain Ajmeri, Arshad Iqbal, Sarwat Arif and two opposition members: Ramzan Awan and Yusuf Naz. 


A resolution lauded the services of Dr Anis Ahmed Qureshi, a former director of the Karachi Zoo, for his valuable contribution to entertainment projects of the city. The resolution urged the federal government to honour and recognise the services of Mr Qureshi by awarding him the highest civil award of the country.


The council also adopted a resolution which lauded the services of the Goaish Adventure Park and urged the government to extend the project agreement period from five to 30 years.


Under this project, the city government acquired 10 acres in Safari Park for providing modern entertainment services to children. The cost of the project is Rs55 million, and the city government receives a monthly income of Rs200,000.


A resolution urged the city district government to provide free saplings to the people to make the city pollution free and greener.


The council also approved the outline plan for upper and lower Gizri.


Through another resolution, the council called for intensifying the fumigation campaign in the city with the consent of all union council members.


Hawkesbay Road

Earlier, opposition member Mubark Singo Baloch drew the attention of the house to the frequent traffic jams on the main Hawkesbay Road due to the parking of goods transport vehicles on its both sides. Besides occupying the whole service road, he said, the parked vehicles usually blocked a considerable portion of the main thoroughfare.

“This situation is causing a lot of inconvenience to the commuters and picnickers of the city,” he said.


The presiding officer said the high-ups had taken notice of the matter, and assured the member that it would be resolved.


Later, the session was presided over by Syed Abrar-ul-Hasan. Several members took part in the debate on both sides of the divide.


Treasury member Salman Mujadid criticised the police for harassing people who carried licensed arms. He said the situation was increasing the sense of insecurity in the people.


Opposition member Mumtaz Shamim urged the treasury to show restraint to the statements of opposition members as the situation did not remain the same always.


Opposition member Imran Baghpatti called for activating the price committees during Ramazan.


Abdul Ghani Gabol and Shah Jahan Baloch also took part in the proceedings and highlighted some specific problems of their constituencies.


The council will meet again on Saturday.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-13, 04/08/2009)

Contractors booked for building collapse tragedy still at large

KARACHI, Aug 3: Three construction contractors, booked for the Khadija Manzil tragedy, are believed to have gone underground to avoid arrest as the police failed to track them down on Monday. 


The Kharadar police had registered late on Sunday night a case (FIR 889/2009) against the three contractors – Iqbal Ata, Amanullah and Qurban – on the complaint of Abdullah, son of Abdus Salam, whose mother, two sisters, a brother and a five-year-old niece were killed in the building collapse. 


The three contractors were booked under Sections 322 (Qatl-bis-sabab or committing an unlawful act that becomes a cause for the death of another person without any intention to cause death), 337-H (causing hurt by a rash or negligent act), 427 (mischief causing damage to the property) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code. 


The SP of the Saddar Town, Abdullah Shaikh, told Dawn that hectic efforts were being made to trace the contractors. “Efforts are also being made to locate the owner of the plot [where the construction was being undertaken],” he added. 


The five-storey Khadija Manzil, located at plot NP-4-6 in Kamil Gali near Lea Market chowk caved in on Friday night, killing 19 occupants and injuring three others. 


The medico-legal section of the Civil Hospital Karachi told Dawn that 19 bodies and three injured were brought to the hospital’s mortuary. 


Demolition 

The demolition of Zulfiqar Manzil, situated adjacent to the collapsed Khadija Manzil, started on Monday. 


The Karachi Building Control Authority had declared at least four buildings near the collapsed building dangerous and recommended to the city government that they be demolished. 


Mufti Haji Abdul Majid, a resident and caretaker of Jama Roza Fatihia in Khajoor Bazaar, told Dawn that the occupants of at least nine buildings near the collapsed building moved to safer places as a precautionary measure, though only Yaqoob Mansion, Taqi Manzil, Ibrahim House and Zulfiqar Manzil were declared dangerous. 

He said that a business tycoon, belonging to the Memon community, offered the affected people to shift to his house in Clifton. “Two families from Zulfiqar Manzil and four from Taqi Manzil have moved to the businessman’s house,” he added.Iftikhar Ahmed, a resident of the 2nd floor in Zulfiqar Manzil, told Dawn that six families lived on the upper floors of the building that housed a warehouse on the ground floor. 


Meanwhile, a committee comprising three residents and the union council nazim was formed to collect the details of the victims of the Khadija Manzil tragedy. 


It consisted of Mufti Haji Abdul Majid, UC Nazim Syed Ashraf, Yousuf Naz and Mohammed Arif. 


Mufti Majid said that the details of the affected people were being compiled and they would be submitted to the Sindh chief minister for compensation.

(Dawn-13, 04/08/2009)

The issue of squatters on land needed for new projects

KARACHI: As the government plans to embark on more mega projects for the city’s development, it is unclear how the authorities will deal with the various encroachments that have sprung up over the years across the city, particularly those on land required for these projects. 


One such encroachment thrives adjacent to the railway track close to the Gilani railway station in Gulshan-i-Iqbal. 


This settlement comprises about 200 huts, each housing two or three families with every family consisting of five to six members. ”We have been living here for at least 40 years now...I was born here,” says Babu Shiva, the head of the settlers’ community. 


Shiva’s claim is rejected by area residents and shopkeepers, who say: “These settlements are not that old”. 

”These settlements sprang up after 1999, when this railway track became non-functional,” says Azhar Baig, the nazim of Union Council 6, Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town. 


Shiva and the other settlers acknowledge that the land they have occupied is Pakistan Railways’. However, they argue: “Where can we go? We have no money, no property...our homes have been razed several times by the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation as well as by the railway authorities, but we rebuild them...we have nowhere else to go.” 


The deputy director for property and land, Pakistan Railways, Rasheed Imtiaz Siddiqui, insists that “it is important to keep removing illegal settlements and not to encourage such settlers”. 

”These people are living on land that does not belong to them, and yet they want to be compensated when they finally leave the area,” says Mr Siddiqui. 


Shiva and a woman settler, Waali, on the other hand, recount how their “homes have been repeatedly razed and every time some sort of compensation was promised by the authorities to help relocate us...but none of those promises has been kept.” 


Another woman settler says: “I have three young grandchildren, the oldest one is not even five…what is his fault?” 


Abdul Majeed, a railway gateman working in the area and sympathetic to the settlers, nods to this. 


Majeed has been working in the area for the past 20 years. The settler community members, including Babu Shiva, address him as Mamoon (maternal uncle).”Life is not easy for these people...every time their homes are dismantled, they have to begin anew,” says Majeed. 


However, the nazim of UC-6 is notably sceptical. “This is not so clear and simple...I have reports that some railway employees operating on the site extort money from these squatters ... otherwise it would not be that easy for these people to stay on,” says Azhar Baig. 


Mr Siddiqui, clearly upset with the insinuation, says: “I’m aware of no such activity. You must appreciate how difficult it is to determine if something like this is going on at a lower level.” 


Nevertheless, he says: “This illegal settlement will be dismantled as the land is required for a mega project, the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway, that will cost about 12.4 billion dollars.” And “despite the illegality of these shanties, we will be resettling some 7,000 families under this project on about 300 acres,” says Mr Siddiqui. 


But as officials criticise the squatters for “also being a nuisance for the neighbourhood,” a humane handling of these families is very important. A clinical, detached dismantling of a settlement such as this one is probably not the best solution to the problem. And how these people will eventually be dealt with remains to be seen. 
(By Qurat u lain Siddiqui, Dawn-15, 04/08/2009)

Case filed against contractors of collapsed building

The Kharadar police on Monday registered a case against three contractors of the building that collapsed on Friday night in the Lee Market area, resulting in the loss of over 20 lives.


Those who were booked by the police were contractors Iqbal, alias Atta, Farhan, and Aman, and a case, FIR No 889/09 under Section 322/333-H/427/34 on the complaint of Abdullah, a building resident, has been registered at the Kharadar police station.

The DSP, Kharadar, Hafiz Ali, said that police had registered the case against the contractors as they used substandard material in the construction of the building, which ultimately led to its collapse and resulted in a huge loss of lives. 


Meanwhile, the Edhi Foundation has handed over the bodies of victims to their families after completion of all formalities and they were laid to rest in different graveyards of the city. Five of the bodies recovered from the rubble of the collapsed building are still lying at the Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth, as they were yet to be identified, Aman Ahmed, an Edhi Foundation official said.


According to him, the entire rubble of the collapsed building had been removed and there were no further chances of anymore bodies at the site of incident. Rescuers on Sunday night had recovered six more bodies from the debris of the five-storey building, bringing the death toll to 25, including 14 women. 

Meanwhile, after the tragic incident, the Saddar Town administration has started taking precautionary measures and shifted residents of five other dangerous buildings in the area to some vacant buildings on a temporary basis.

(The News-13, 04/08/2009)
Cattle Colony residents to get proprietary rights

The City Council on Monday passed a resolution with majority vote to accord proprietary rights to residents of Cattle Colony (Bhains Colony) along with new rates of land in accordance with a memorandum of the executive district office (revenue).


Arshad Qureshi of treasury benches said that the Board of Revenue (BoR) had handed over the land to the defunct Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) but lease documents were not handed over to the residents. 


Opposition member Naseem, however, pointed out that the matter was in a court of law and it would be sub-judiced if the Council decides to debate the issue. He also said that the residents were very poor and would not be able to pay charges levied on them. 


Leader of the House Asif Siddiqui said that the House was debating on an issue related to the Cattle Colony and not the residential area. He said that the Council could not be barred from debating the issue because it was a legislative body. 


Shamim Mumtaz of opposition benches said that from the very beginning, the opposition was trying to work with treasury benches amicably but if the resolution on the Cattle Colony was approved, it would send a bad message. 


Siddiqui replied it was good that the opposition members wish to work amicably with treasury benches but it was strange that it had one stand on leasing in Upper Gizri but took a different stand about the Cattle Colony. 


Jumman Darwan of opposition benches said that it has been the endeavour of opposition benches to work in harmony with treasury benches and Pakistan People’s Party-backed council members would continue to cooperate with Haq Parast councilors. 


In yet another resolution, the Council condemned the killing of seven Christians in Gojra in Punjab and demanded that the federal government should probe the incident and take stern action against the culprits.

The Council also bemoaned the deaths due to the collapse of building in Mithadar and urged the Sindh government to vacate old buildings in Old City areas and provide their residents alternate places. In yet another resolution, the Council recommended that adviser of Zoological Garden and Safari Park Dr Anees Ahmed should be given award since he has been serving the Zoological Garden and Safari Park for a long time.


In another resolution, the Council showed its satisfaction over the performance of the Goaish Adventure Park and recommended that the time period of this plan should be extended from five to 30 years so that it could provide entertainment to the citizens in a better way. 


The Council also passed a resolution unanimously and directed the forest department of the City District Government Karachi to provide plants to citizens free of cost to enable them to participate in plantation campaign. The Council also passed resolutions approving the layout plan of Upper Gizri and for spraying all the towns to eliminate flies and mosquitoes. 


Ramzan Awan of opposition benches said that the civic system has collapsed after the heavy downpour and the vast majority of people in Karachi were suffering due to indifference of the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KW&SB). 


Salmam Mujahid of treasury benches said that police have totally failed to protect people in the city and suggested that those who have licenced weapons should be allowed to carry them. 


Asif Siddiqui said what was the use of licensed weapons if people were not allowed to carry them. Arshad Qureshi of treasury benches pointed out that no action has been taken against the people responsible for collapse of Shershah Bridge and the bridge was being constructed again but at a slow pace. 

Siddiqui said that buses were barred from entering II Chundrigar Road during its “beautification” campaign but they should be allowed now because a large number of people were suffering due to the ban.

(The News-14, 04/08/2009)
Sepa orders DHA to stop new scheme development

KARACHI, Aug 4: The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) has asked the Defence Housing Authority not to create third party interests or to initiate any development work in its recently launched residential-cum-housing scheme without seeking environmental clearance from it first. 

Sources in the provincial environmental watchdog said that the newly appointed Director-General of Sepa, Naeem A. Mughal, in an official letter, had informed the administrator of the DHA that the authority had so far not submitted any environmental impact assessment report to Sepa regarding the commencement of a major development project off the Superhighway, but started inviting applications from the general public, which was tantamount to violating the provisions of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. 


They added that the DHA had been asked to submit its response to Sepa in writing by Aug 8, 2009, regarding the status of the project and also to refrain from initiating any development projects on the land without prior approval of an EIA report, which was supposed to be submitted long before the launching of any project. 


According to DHA communications, the authority had started offering plots of various sizes, ranging from 200 to 2,000 square yards, for residential and commercial purposes in its proposed DHA City, spread over an area of about 12,000 acres of land having a four-kilometre frontage on the Superhighway, located in the proximity of the upcoming ‘Educational City’. 


Environmental rules make it mandatory upon the owners and sponsors of projects like expressways, bypasses, major roads, housing schemes, bridges, water supply projects, oil and gas exploration projects, power plants, desalination plants, industrial waste treatment plants, industrial, chemical and manufacturing plants, commercialisation projects for roads and residential plots or installation of fuel stations to make sure that no environmental hazards are involved. 


For the purpose, the environmental impact assessment is undertaken before allowing execution of such projects, and, according to the environment laws of the country, the relevant government agencies are required to thoroughly review a proposed project right from the time it launches it to when it finally becomes operational. 


However, conservation activists have been observing that while agencies appear not as active as they should be, the higher authorities seem lacking in the will to make certain that no mega-project is allowed to be executed without undergoing such an assessment and getting clearance as per the environmental rules. 


A source said that not too long ago Sepa was badly criticised for holding public hearings, as part of the EIA proceedings, for a steel plant and a flyover which was already under construction. 


Sepa DG Mughal told Dawn that under new initiatives aimed at enforcement and increasing effectiveness of environmental laws and relevant organs, his agency had now decided to issue letters and notices to all concerned and executers of mega-projects and housing schemes, as these needed to be examined for their environmental and social impact and adaptation of mitigation measures right from the construction stage and during the operational phase of the projects. 


“My attention has been drawn to the DHA City project as well, and I feel that development of such a big city on virgin land involving the existing resources, human and wildlife, flora and fauna, hydrology, energy, natural drainage and rain encatchments and land use, needs to be minutely judged in line with the PEPA,” Mr Mughal said, adding that he had asked the proponent in question to furnish an EIA report pertaining to the project at the earliest. 


He said that he had gone through the DHA advertisements and other relevant information and sent a letter to the housing authority drawing its attention to the fact that it was required to fulfil all legal requirements as envisaged in Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1977 as well as relevant portions of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency Regulations, 2000. 


Section 12 of Pepa states that no proponent of a project shall commence construction or operation unless he or she has filed with the federal/provincial agency an initial environmental examination or, where the project is likely to cause an adverse environmental effect, an environmental impact assessment has obtained from the federal/provincial approval in respect thereof.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-13, 05/08/2009)

Real estate dealer, guard shot dead

KARACHI, Aug 4: A 29-year-old man, the husband of two wives, was shot dead along with his personal security guard in the small hours of Tuesday in front of the house of his second wife’s parents in North Nazimabad, witnesses and police said. 


They said that the victim, Shehenshah Khan, son of Behram Khan, who had his first wife and two children in his hometown in the NWFP, married Aisha, 22, some four months ago. 


He had come to drop his wife at her parents’ apartment at Bashir Centre in the jurisdiction of the Sir Syed Town police station when at around 1.30am two unidentified attackers opened fire on them, killing him and his guard, Hakim Khan, 27. 


The Awami National Party claimed that the victim was a party member. The police, however, quoted the victim’s relatives as saying that the young man was not associated with any political or religious party. 


Tension and panic gripped parts of North Nazimabad as a group of armed men took to the streets and resorted to heavy firing into the air. However, a heavy contingent of police and Rangers reached the spot and brought the situation under control. 


The bodies were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for medico-legal proceedings. Hospital sources said that Shehenshah Khan was hit by four bullets and his guard by two bullets in their upper torsos. They said that the victims were shot from a very close range as the bullets went through their bodies. 


The police said that the attackers had used 30-bore pistols (TTs) in the ambush, as suggested by the seven spent bullet casings secured from the crime-scene. 


The area SP, Dr Mohammed Farooq, told Dawn that the victim was in the real estate business and had a dispute over a piece of land in Pahar Ganj. “The victim was also stated to have had an estranged relationship with his first wife,” he added. 


The police registered a case (FIR 354/2009) against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s elder brother, Amir Nawab Khan. 
The police said that the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity. 


Young man shot dead 

A 26-year-old man was shot dead near his house in Saeedabad. 


The police said that the victim, Raja Mohammed Nadim, son of Sarfraz, hailing from Rawalpindi, recently married a 20-year-old woman of his locality without the consent of his wife’s family. 


They said that the victim, a worker at a loom factory, had left his house in the morning to buy some bread for breakfast and was shot dead near Bismillah Chowk. 


Sources at the Civil Hospital Karachi told Dawn that the victim was hit by a bullet that entered through his left eye and exited the skull, blowing off his head.The police registered a case (FIR 423/2009) against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s father. 


The police said that the motive behind the murder appeared to be a personal enmity. 


Six highwaymen arrested 

The Baldia Town police arrested red-handed six suspected bandits who had deprived the passengers of a minibus at Baldia Town No 2, police and witnesses said. 


The police said that four TT pistols and Rs7,000 looted from the suspects – who were identified as Rashid, son of Akbar, Khalid, son of Shahjahan, Akbar, son of Maula Bux, Naveed, son of Mohammed Ali, Ayaz, son of Aurangzeb, and Jaffer, son of Amir Bux – were also seized.

(Dawn-13, 05/08/2009)

CM order against land transaction by LGs

City Nazim withdraws court petition

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal withdrew from the Sindh High Court (SHC) a petition filed by him against Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Qaim Ali Shah’s ban on disposal of local government land.


Kamal and other five town Nazims had assailed the Sindh Local Government and Revenue Department letters on July 19 and 20 in which Shah restrained all district governments officials from disposal of any type of land including residential and commercial plots, and shops within their territorial jurisdiction with immediate effect while the process in land for disposal through lease, auction or any other means was stopped forthwith. 


As out-of-court negotiations between the city Nazim and Sindh government continue, the city Nazim’s counsel Farogh Naseem and Manzoor Ahmed appeared before the SHC’s division bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah desiring to withdraw the petition. 


The counsel said that both governments were working for the welfare of the people and negotiations were underway to sort out the controversy. The court disposed of the petition on the request of petitioner’s counsel allowing them to file a fresh petition if the matter was not resolved in the negotiation.


The city Nazim and other Nazims contended in the petition that the CM’s instructions are void and of no legal effect as the CM has no power to issue the impugned directions as, due to such act, the entire local government system has been brought to a complete halt. 


They said that the impugned directions were amount to interference in the affairs of the local government and after the promulgation of article 140-A of the Constitution the process of devolution through the 2001 Ordinance was irreversible and this was also in line with articles 32 and 37 (i) of the Constitution. 


While on the other hand, the Sindh Local Government department contended that the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGC) binds the district governments to exercise their authority within their districts in accordance with the general policy of the provincial government.


Secretary local government submitted in his comments that the SLGO provided ample powers to the CM to issue and implement any directives to the local governments in the public interest. He said that the tenure of local governments was going to expire very shortly and the CM being the Chief Executive (CE) has exercised the discretion vested in him by the law and the directions for ban on disposal of local governments’ land were issued “as precautionary measures in the interest of the public.” 

(The News-13, 05/08/2009)
CDGK wrests land back from ‘grabbers’

The enforcement department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Karachi Development Authority (KDA) wing, has evacuated land measuring 34 acres from land grabbers in Gulistan-e-Johar and started handing over its possession to the legal owners.


According to a press release issued on Tuesday, so far 100 genuine allottees have been given the possession of their plots in the area.

As per details, a few builders had encroached upon Plot No.6 in Gulistan-e-Johar, measuring 34 acres of land. There were plots of different measurements like 600 square yards, 400 square yards and 240 square yards which were occupied by the builders by erecting barbed wires around the area and they had deployed private security guards over there.

However, the genuine allottees appealed to the city government that the land should be wrested back from the grabbers and they should be given the possession of their plots.

(The News-14, 05/08/2009)
Notices issued to BoR for Hindu Gymkhana record

The Sindh High Court (SHC) issued a notice to the Board of Revenue (BoR) secretary and directed him to produce the record for the Hindu Gymkhana.


The court was hearing a petition filed by a non-governmental organization (NGO) that challenged handing over the heritage site to the National Academy of Performing Arts (NAPA) by the Sindh heritage department.


The petitioner, Hindu welfare organization, Sheri Ratneshwari Maha Dev Welfare Sewa, said that the Hindu Gymkhana, situated at R- B 1/5 old Ram Bagh, was the property of the Hindus of Karachi since pre-Partition, and the site was protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Preservation Act. 


The association said that the gymkhana was built for cultural and religious activities with donations from the Hindu community prior to Partition. After partition, the Gymkhana was handed over to the Evacuee Property Trust.


The petitioner stated that the property was illegally taken by NAPA even though there were a number of other suitable places in the city that could have been allocated to the academy. The association submitted in its petition that the DDO Revenue was approached for the true copy of the extract of the property but the request was denied.


The court was requested to direct the respondents to hand over control and management of the Hindu Gymkhana to the association for the promotion of cultural and religious activities of the Hindu community of Karachi, the biggest minority in the metropolis. The court adjourned the matter till August 21, after issuing a notice to the BoR secretary, and directed him to produce the record of the Hindu Gymkhana at the next date of hearing.

(The News-14, 07/08/2009)
Bar on cellphone tower on residential plot extended

KARACHI, Aug 7: The Sindh High Court extended on Friday its interim injunction against the installation of a mobile phone tower on a residential plot. 


A resident of the locality complained that a cellphone booster was being installed on plot 5L-17, Block ‘B’, Gulshan-i-Jamal, by a mobile phone company with the permission of its owner and the Cantonment Board Faisal. 


The petitioner said the tower could not be installed in a residential area because of the heath hazard posed by it. 


The tower has a circumference of 200 metres and would emit radiation when it became operational. 


The respondents, he said, had already completed the preliminary work. 


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Gulzar Ahmed asked the respondents to explain within two weeks the authority of law under which they installed the tower. 


The restraint order passed earlier against further work on the tower was extended till the next date. 


Wine shop shifting 

Another bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, meanwhile, stayed the operation of the permission granted by the excise and taxation department to the owners of a wine shop to shift from the old Queen’s Road to Islamia Colony. 


Five residents of the neighborhood complained through Advocate Shazia Hinjra that the shifting had been allowed without inviting objections as required by the law. 

They said the new site was located in a residential area predominantly populated by Muslims. 

They first approached the excise and taxation department but there was no response from it. 


Inspection ordered 


The bench asked the SHC nazir to inspect an old building constructed on plot 19, SR-3, Serai Quarters, Saddar, and submit a report on its condition and status. Petitioner Nafisa Ibrahim, claiming to be the owner of the premises by allotment, submitted through Advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai that the building was dilapidated and could collapse at any time. An application for its demolition had been moved to the Karachi Building Control Authority but no action had been taken on it by the chief controller. She said the building, which earlier housed a school, had been declared a heritage site but its condition warranted immediate renovation of the facade and demolition of the rest of the structure. 


Directing the nazir to inspect the site, the bench also issued a notice to the culture department for August 20. 


Bail cancellation 

Justice Amir Hani Muslim issued notices to the seven accused allegedly involved in torturing Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani’s election agent, Mahmood Malkani, and others on polling day on Feb 18, 2008. 


Appearing for the complainant, Advocate Abdul Wahab Baloch said he was beaten up by Asghar Kamario and his companions, as a result of which he received a spinal injury. However, the trial sessions court granted bail to the accused, who were pressing him to withdraw the case. 


PCB plea adjourned 

The bench headed by the CJ adjourned the Pakistan Cricket Board’s petition against the imposition of a property tax amounting to about Rs75 million as a lessee of the National Stadium. 


The board says that it being a sports promotion organisation was not liable to pay immovable tax. The stadium was not its property but was leased out to it by the federal government. 


Contesting the petition, Assistant Advocate-General Adnan Karim Memon said the PCB was a commercial organisation and earned considerable income from the sale of tickets by holding cricket matches. 

He said the Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Trust and the Ziauddin Hospital Trust had also been adjudged liable to pay the tax.

(Dawn-13, 08/08/2009)

Environmental impact of KPT housing scheme discussed

KARACHI, Aug 8: The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) on Saturday held the first-ever public hearing on an environmental impact assessment (EIA) report pertaining to any public housing scheme, in line with Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. 


The housing scheme, proposed to be developed by the United Workers Front (UWF) of the Karachi Port Trust on 250 acres in the Western Backwaters area, Hawkesbay Road, will have 5,000 houses of 120 square yards each, and, among amenities, 18 parks, three hospitals/health centres, four educational institutions, six playgrounds and eight prayer places for various sects.The public hearing, which was chaired by the Sepa Director-General, Naeem A. Mughal, was held at the Sepa headquarters in Korangi. An official of Sepa’s EIA cell, M. Imran Sabir, conducted the proceedings. 


The secretary of the UWF, Javed Hashmi, informed the participants of the proceedings, which included stakeholders, government officials from various departments, environmentalists and representatives of various private concerns, that the land for the society within the KPT limits had been leased for the cooperative housing society after a special waiver granted by the federal government in view of the housing problems of low-income KPT employees. 


“It is true that as per the standing policy of the government, lands provided to the KPT should be used mainly for the development of the port and harbour, but the government was requested to allow the lease of the land to the UWF as a special case in order to facilitate low-income employees who formed the major part of the KPT workforce and played an important role in the development of Pakistan and the KPT,” Mr Hashmi said, adding that the allocation of housing facilities near the workplace created less fatigue for employees already under physical stress. 


He said it had been difficult even for various cooperative development bodies for professionals to avoid any change of ownership of plots allotted to individuals on subsidised rates, and the UWF had therefore decided to bind its employee allottees to retain their respective plots at least for a period of ten years. 


He added that a rise in sea level, climate change and the threat of tsunamis had been considerations for the planners and environmental consultants, and that was why both the KPT and its workers cooperative housing society would ensure a rise in the height of an already existing barrier or bund near the project from time to time to give the residents protection against the threats of nature. 


Earlier, the environmental consultants for the project in their presentations said that the existing land allocated for the housing scheme was not located near the protected land reserved for turtles. The scheme was also not to cause any relocation of rural and native human settlement, they made it clear. 


The consultants and proponents said that after speaking to people of the area, concerns had been raising regarding issues such an increase in vehicular noise, a loss of tranquility and an increase in the discharge of untreated sewage water into the sea. 


Some participants at the hearing, however, raised the question of solid waste handling and feared that that the issue needed a comprehensive plan and its meaningful implementation, otherwise waste was “surely going to create a nuisance at the beach”. 


The proponents maintained that they had planned adequate infrastructure and regulatory controls for its members regarding solid waste collection and disposal, hospital waste management, storm-water drainage, sewerage water disposal into the official sewerage system, transport management and control on use of flammable and hazardous chemicals. None of the waste water would be directed to the sea untreated, as the sewerage discharges from the residential and commercial premises and hospitals under an arrangement with the Lyari Development Authority would be directed to its treatment plant first, it was further added. 

They further said that during the construction, there would be some impact on air quality, which could be overcome through proposed mitigation measures. 


Furthermore, the proponents said the housing scheme would be a ‘green project’, with attention paid to planting of trees in the land development, layout planning and infrastructure and amenities development phases. They said that the cooperative housing society also intended to promote use of solar energy by installing solar streetlights and security lights, geysers for domestic use and will also explore the feasibility of solid waste-to-energy generation. 


Sepa DG Naeem A. Mughal, said that the proponent had positively responded to Sepa for the EIA, which was a mandatory exercise under the laws of the land. Some of the plans obviously could be realised when the related government agencies extended their support, he added. He said he hoped that the proponents would also address the environmental and social concerns raised during the public hearing as well and come up with suggested mitigation measures. 


Referring to a view expressed by a representative of an NGO about the entitlement of the piece of land handed over to the cooperative housing society, the chair said that the project was advertised in various newspapers by Sepa and the LDA on two different occasions to gather public comments and complaints, but no institution or authority had barred Sepa from holding the public hearing.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-13, 09/08/2009)

New DHA project still at planning stage, Sepa told

KARACHI, Aug 9: The Defence Housing Authority has assured the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) that it would comply with all environmental laws of the country and would submit an environmental impact assessment report (EIA) for its DHA City project before the commencement of construction or operation of the project. 


The advertisement campaign for DHA City, the residential-cum-commercial estate of the DHA along the Superhighway, was part of the planning and feasibility study of the project, Sepa director-general Naeem A. Mughal told Dawn. He said that two senior officials of the DHA had called him on Thursday to inform him about the development status of the project. 


He said that in response to a Sepa letter dated Aug 3 to the DHA, they informed him that the DHA respected the country’s environmental laws and would meet all obligations remaining in close coordination with Sepa. 


The DHA also submitted the reply of the Sepa letter, he added. 


Mr Mughal said the DHA had also intimated him that the EIA report on the project in question would be submitted in due course to Sepa for getting the environmental clearance as required under Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. 


Earlier, Sepa had communicated to the DHA that although it had not submitted any environmental report regarding the commencement of its DHA City project, the authority started inviting applications from the general public, which would imply that the DHA had launched the project without complying with the legal requirements and had thus violated the related provisions of the PEPA, 1997. 


Referring to his recent meetings with DHA officials and relevant communications, the DG said that the DHA was of the view that no construction or operation of the project in question had commenced at the site, therefore, the question of violating the laws did not arise. 


Mr Mughal said the DHA told him that work on the master plan of the project was in progress and the authority would give due consideration to all requirements of Sepa. 


Replying to another question, the Sepa DG said that the DHA officials had said that the advertisements and other campaigns related to the project were part of the planning and feasibility study of the project.

(Dawn-13, 10/08/2009)

Participation key to progress

Participatory development can help resolve city’s basic problems such as sanitation and low-cost housing and would absolve citizens of financing from donor agencies, said Tasneem Siddiqui, eminent sociologist and former director-general of Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority (SKAA).


Talking to The News, Siddiqui said that the process translates into involving locals in planning, identifying their needs, prioritising them and implementing them through people’s own finances. “When we were implementing a project in Manzoor Colony in Karachi in 1991 to lay a sewerage pipeline on the basis of participatory development, it was initially opposed by the engineers of the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC),” Siddiqui said. “However, it was approved by Dr Farooq Sattar at a later stage and the project was successfully implemented at a cost of Rs90 million as opposed to an estimated cost of Rs180 million envisaged by KMC engineers,” Siddiqui pointed out.


The Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) had trained the local population of Manzoor Colony how to lay sewage pipelines and make manholes; since middlemen or contractors were not involved in the project, not only was it implemented with the enthusiastic participation of locals, the costs were also cut into half.


“More importantly, there was no displacement of poor people,” Siddiqui said. “Initially, government organisations should ask local people, community-based organisations and non-government organisations (NGOs) what they want. Participation begins from here,” Siddiqui said.

“Obviously people would ask for tenancy rights. There should also be participation in mapping and people would pay when they have been involved, and they would ask for prioritisation,” Siddiqui said, adding: “In financial terms, local people thus contribute their share.”


He said that projects implemented through participatory development are low cost, of better quality, implemented on time and with the assurance that people would take care of maintenance. “The World Bank has not been involved. If there is component-sharing in sanitation, it will reduce the government’s burden,” Siddiqui said. 


Leading architect and Orangi Pilot Project-Research & Training Institute Director Parween Rahman believed that participatory development needed to be understood from the point of view of the poor. “Participatory development is where people’s agenda is the centre of development, and that can happen when people’s actions are documented and complimented,” she said.


“Our work is a model of development where people and government are equal partners. It means that at neighbourhood level, people finance, manage construction and maintain latrines in homes and lanes and sewerage at secondary level while the government compliments by undertaking trunk mains and treatment plants,” Rahman said.


“It’s an example of people’s and government’s resources being mobilised without any need for foreign aid,” she added. “This work has now expanded to all of Karachi and 20 cities/town and hundreds of villages in Pakistan,” she said.


“Participation has been variously described as a means and an end, as essential within agencies as it is within the field and as an educational and empowering process necessary to correct power imbalances between rich and poor. 


It has been broadly conceived to embrace the idea that all ‘stakeholders’ should take part in decision making and it has been narrowly described as the extraction of local knowledge to design programmes off site,” according to a USAID paper prepared for a conference held in Washington DC in 2000.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-19, 10/08/2009)
Council okays annual grants for KMC building, Denso Hall

KARACHI, Aug 12: The city council, believed to be nearing the end of its term, approved on Wednesday an annual grant of Rs50 million each for the maintenance and preservation of the KMC building and the Denso Hall. 


Through a unanimous resolution, the council stressed the need for preserving historical buildings, being in existence long before the creation of Pakistan, as part of the national cultural legacy. 


In this regard, the resolution particularly mentioned the KMC building and the Denso Hall and urged the city government to reserve appropriate funds for their preservation. 


The resolution was moved by treasury members Mirza Afaq Beg and Abdul Jalil, who also made an impassioned appeal to the house members to adopt the resolution considering the historical importance of the buildings. 


The session was presided over by presiding officer Syed Absarul Hasan, who put the resolution to a vote. It was adopted unanimously without any debate. 


In an otherwise unimpressive session, the house adopted seven other resolutions, including one related to regularisation of a katchi abadi in Orangi Town. 


Council’s future 

At the outset of the proceedings, leader of the house Asif Siddiqui’s remarks about the future of the council created a furore in the house. 


In his brief speech, Mr Siddiqui said the tenure of the council was about to end. He congratulated the members for maintaining the decorum of the house and running its business in a disciplined manner. 


Maintaining that the right of dissent was part of the democratic system, the leader of the house urged the opposition to forget the bitterness of the past. 

He called for making institutions more effective and sustaining the ongoing pace of development activities. 


However, his remarks were not well-received by the opposition. Initiating the debate, Imran Baghpatti stressed the need for allowing the council to complete its mandatory term.


Expressing concern over inflationary trend in the prices of essential commodities, he urged the city government to activate the price committees to halt the trend. 


Intervening on a point of explanation, Asif Siddiqui said his remarks were wrongly interpreted, adding that he did not say the council should not be allowed to complete its tenure. On the other hand, he said, “We will continue to work as long as the council is allowed to work.” 


In his remarks, opposition member Ramzan Awan said: “We are against civilian dictators as well as military dictators.” He repeated his demand that the council be allowed to complete its tenure which, according to him, ends on October 17. 


Mr Awan’s statement was supported by another opposition member, Islamuddin. He alleged that the political leadership of the country was working against democracy. 


Treasury leader Arshad Qureshi opposed the idea of appointing administrators in local bodies, saying that it contradicted the basic idea of democracy. Instead of that, he suggested, a schedule for local bodies’ election be announced. 

Taking part in the debate, opposition leader Juman Darwan pointed out various defects in the existing local body system. He said instead of devolving powers to the union councils, it had delegated all powers to the city nazim. In support of his contention, Mr Darwan said in Karachi district councils had been dissolved and Karachi was made one district under the city nazim. 


He said the system needed to be improved by giving more powers to the union councils to make it effective at the grass-roots level. 


Treasury leader Abdul Jalil reminded the house about a policy statement of the president about the local body system. The president had stated that the future of the local body system would be decided according to the constitution. 

He said the Haq Parast leadership would continue to serve the people in future with the same zeal and spirit. 


On this, the presiding officer asked the members to take up the agenda of the day. 


A resolution regarding the creation of a separate department of the Revenue Enforcement Establishment and its budgetary allocation in the next fiscal year was tabled in the house, which was adopted unanimously. 


The council adopted another resolution unanimously, recommending an increase in the schedule of fees for slaughtering cattle. It was referred to the agricultural monitoring committee for codal formalities, which would submit its report to the council. 


In yet another unanimous resolution, the council approved an increase in the salary of the rescuer in the urban search and rescue department. The new salary of the official will be equal to the salary in BPS-10. His contract period will be extended to five years. 


The council also approved an overtime allowance and shifts for lifeguards in the emergency response centre, Hawkesbay, and the fire-brigade department. 


It also extended an agreement made by the city government with the Azad Foundation, a non-governmental organization, from five to 10 years. 


The foundation is committed to working for the welfare of street children by providing them shelter homes with the consultation of their families and imparting them vocational training in different fields. 


Conversion 

Surprisingly, the opposition joined hands with the treasury to adopt a resolution regarding the conversion of an amenity plot from a hospital to a school. The resolution pertained to an amenity plot situated in ST-2 Block of North Nazimabad. 


Later, the house adopted a resolution with a majority vote. It pertained to the regularisation of a katchi abadi, Gulshan-i-Zia, in Orangi Town. 


Opposition leader Juman Darwan opposed the regularisation move and termed it illegal. He said there were several goths in Gulshan-i-Zia and six of them were populated by the Brohis. He alleged that some of them had been bulldozed on the pretext that the people were settled there illegally. 


The presiding officer ignored his observation, and put the resolution to a vote. The resolution was passed. 


A part of the session was presided over by senior presiding officer Masood Mehmud. 


The session lacked enthusiasm, which could be due to the uncertainty hanging over the fate of the council. The situation might become clear in a day or two. 

The council will meet again on Thursday at noon.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-13, 13/08/2009)

City Council seeks lease rights for Gulshan-e-Zia

The City Council session on Wednesday sought lease rights through majority vote for dwellers of some parts of Gulshan-e-Zia, a Kutchi Abadi which now falls under the jurisdiction of Orangi Town. 


The Council also approved through unanimous vote the creation of a District Officer (DO) Revenue Enforcement, and further to detach the proposed department from the head of Land and Management II in the budget for the next fiscal year.


The resolution regarding Gulshan-e-Zia stated that, in 1981, 2381.11 acres of land were declared as Katchi Abadi, and were later transferred to the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC). It added that, in 1994, objections were sought through a newspaper advertisement, and on May 8, 1994, approval for Gulshan-e-Zia was granted. However, till date, some areas of the Katchi Abadi were not granted lease rights, despite the construction and provision of civic facilities.


The resolution tabled in the Council said that according to Section 19-1 of the Sindh Katch Abadi Authority Act, Gulshan-e-Zia blocks A to K should be regularised, and residents be granted lease rights.


Acting Leader of the Opposition Jumman Darwan however expressed his grave reservations about the resolution, claiming that the area was originally inhabited by Brohvis. He said that six Goths were part of this tract of land, with Bhittai Goth recognised as one of the larger settlements. According to Darwan, as per the old map created by the KMC, the area fell under Gadap Town, and alleged that this scheme would be converted into “Altaf Nagar.”


The resolution regarding DO Revenue Enforcement was proposed by treasury member Asif Siddiqi, but received initial opposition from opposition member Imran Baghpati, who questioned the imperatives for tabling the resolution when there was uncertainty surrounding the fate of the Council. Baghpati complained that not much time was granted to the opposition to scrutinize the resolution.


However, Senior Presiding Officer Masood Mehmood, in his capacity as Acting Convenor, said that the creation and upgrading of posts in the city government sometimes led to a deficit in budgetary planning. He said that the revenue enforcement was working as a cell through an executive order, but as per the city Nazim’s wishes, it is being converted into a separate department. 


While Baghpati’s query was specific to the resolution tabled, it did serve to highlight the urgency with which the treasury tabled a total of eight resolutions, despite there being only three resolutions stated in the agenda. The other resolutions tabled included amendments to by-laws concerning the fees for the slaughter and sale of animals, bringing the salaries of rescuers from Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) at par with BS-10 payscale, approval of overtime allowance and shifts for lifeguards of the Emergency Response Centre at Hawkesbay, grant of R50 million each for the KMC building and Denso Hall for preservation and maintenance of these historical sites, and the extension of the city government’s contract with Azad Foundation by another five years.


The next session will be held today at noon. 

(The News-14, 13/08/2009)
10,000 families to get low-cost housing: CM

Low-cost housing will be provided to 10,000 poor families during the current financial year; a budgetary allocation of Rs2 billion has been made for this purpose, Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah announced on Wednesday.


He stated this while chairing a meeting of the Peoples Housing Cell, in which the progress of the Cell’s housing projects was reviewed. He said that in the first phase, earthquake-proof and energy-efficient houses were being constructed in the coastal areas of Sindh, including Thatta, Badin, Karachi, Ghora Bari, Keti Bundar, Bin Qasim and Keamari.


In the second phase, 40 houses each will be constructed in districts Larkana, Khairpur, Sukkur, Jacobabad and Shikarpur. In urban areas, low-cost houses will be constructed with the cooperation of builders, and the cost will be recovered in instalments from allottees.

(The News-19, 13/08/2009)
Refurbishment charges

DHA residents bodies reject committee composition

KARACHI, Aug 15: All three residents associations who were asked by the Defence Housing Authority to nominate their representatives for a committee which was to be formed for a discussion on the controversial ‘refurbishment charges’ have rejected the composition and the terms of reference of the committee. 


According to sources, DHA secretary retired Lt-Col Najam-ul-Hassan Rishi had approached the residents’ bodies — the Association of Defence Residents, the Defence Society Residents Association and the Defence Residents’ Society — to send the names of their nominees for a committee that is to discuss the imposition of the refurbishment charges. 


The committee had been formed by the DHA after objections were lodged from various quarters regarding the imposition of refurbishment charges. The DHA plans to collect between Rs3 billion and Rs4 billion from its over 25,000 members, and has already begun collecting the fee from residents who have visited the DHA offices for other property-related work. 


After the news of the DHA’s plans was broken by the media, residents took a united stand and refused to pay. The matter was also raised in parliament, and a National Assembly committee is looking into the issue. 


Realising the mood of its residents, many of whom are politically well connected, the DHA called a meeting of the residents’ bodies, where it was decided to form a committee to discuss the issue. In the meantime, the collection of the refurbishment charges was put on hold. 


The DHA approached three associations and also sent them the terms of reference of the committee. 


The secretaries of all three associations — Asad Kizilbash (ADR); Shamim Zaman (DSRA) and Dr Huma Mir (DRS) — in their communications have informed the DHA that the composition as well as the terms of reference of the committee are not acceptable to them. 


Sources said that the DHA had nominated five of its officers – four of them retired army officials (Brig Iftikhar, Brig Saleem, Lt-Col Siraj, Lt-Col Mohsin and Jamal Macdi) – for the committee, which is to be headed by DHA administrator Brig Tirmizi. It also asked the residents bodies to nominate five representatives – two members each from the ADR and DSRA and one from the DRS. The residents rejected the proposal as they wanted an equal number of members – six from the DHA and six from the residents’ associations – on the committee. 


The terms of reference (TORs) as prescribed by the DHA are provided below: 


“The committee will work out and propose a suitable relief for paying refurbishment charges for the following categories of residents: widows and retired residents with no means of earning a living; families who suffered financial losses during the 2007 rains; hard-hit families.” 


It will also review the time period allowed by the DHA, which is two years for payment of refurbishment charges, and will propose reasonable extensions in the time period for the payment. 

The residents maintained that they considered the refurbishment charges to be “illegal” and hence they did not plan to pay. However, as the DHA needed funds, they were ready to discuss the issue regarding the generation of said funds. The current TORs were not acceptable, the residents said, because they presumed that the residents had accepted the legality of the refurbishment charges, and that all that was left to negotiate was the time period and mode of payment. 


Responding to Dawn’squeries, DHA secretary retired Lt-Col Rishi, said that the meeting of the committee had not yet been held, as now it had been decided that first the National Assembly committee’s meeting would be held and later the residents would be approached. 


In response to another question, he said that in the meantime the refurbishment charges were not being collected from residents. 


DHA spokesperson retired Col Rafat Naqvi refused to comment on the matter. 


The DHA had imposed the refurbishment charges on its members to recover the cost of its newly laid storm water drain system, estimated to be over Rs2 billion. 


On their part, residents have demanded that the DHA pay for the damage caused by the rain, saying that the original planners of the housing scheme had neither laid, nor left adequate space for, a storm-water drainage system. The DHA has refused to disclose the names of the planners of the housing scheme. 


Residents have also expressed concern over the fact that the newly laid drainage system has drains located in the centre of roads, rather than on the sides. They say they have never heard of or seen such a drainage system anywhere else in the world.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 16/08/2009)

Dozens of co-op housing societies ‘defrauding members’

KARACHI, Aug 16: Over one hundred cooperative housing societies in the province are defrauding their members by allotting land to them that has been procured on a 30-year-tenancy lease, rather than on a 99-year proprietary lease, according to officials in the Sindh cooperation department. 


Furthermore, senior officials say the “fraud” is being perpetrated with the collusion of low-ranking officials of the provincial cooperation department. 

“This is a criminal act,” said cooperation department registrar Nasir Abbas Soomro, speaking to Dawn on the issue. 


“The 30-year lease used to be given by DCOs for the promotion of agriculture, with the land meant for poultry, dairy or crop-based farming. You are not allowed to erect any boundary walls on such land, or even to carry out any major construction.“The rights inherent in a 30-year lease are for tenancy, not for ownership.” 


The registrar provided Dawn with a list of 34 cooperative housing societies, 22 audited and 12 un-audited, which are suspected of committing this fraud on their members. 


Explaining how the system would work, an official at the department said that the cooperative housing societies in question were run by “promoters” or by “the builders’ mafia”. 


He said that a large amount of land would be procured under a 30-year lease, and then members of the society would be offered the land for purchase. 


When asked how members would not be made aware of the issue when they saw the documents for the land, the official said that the ‘promoters’ of the society would “produce fake documents” convincing the purchasers that they were buying land legitimately. “It is only when they attempt to have their building plans approved, after purchase, that they realise that the land they have bought is not under the normal 99-year lease,” the official said. 


He said that some of the cooperative societies had been registered with the cooperation department, but many others were operating completely independently, which is illegal. He added that the department was unaware of even the office addresses of some 80 to 90 cooperative societies. 


“The layout plan of these housing societies has to be approved by us, and of course we would not allow the layouts to be passed if we are aware of some fraud regarding the lease. So the promoters have private architects draw up the plans for the societies, and then distribute these to members purporting them to be legal documents. 


“It is basically a fraud with the members of the society, and it is occurring with the collusion of lower staff at this very department,” said the source. 


Elaborating, the source said the collusion took the form of concealment, whereby lower staff would not allow senior officers of the department to become aware of the fact that certain cooperative societies were perpetrating fraud based on 30-year leases with their members. He said that the officers would make it appear as if everything was above board with the society in question as far as the department was concerned, even if this was not the case.


Notices issued to 34 societies 

In a bid to bring an end to this practice, the cooperation department has now issued notices to 34 cooperative housing societies known to be indulging in this practice to explain their positions. 


“If they do not explain their position to our satisfaction,” registrar Soomro said, “we will inform the higher authorities, and if we receive authorisation from them, we will then register cases against these cooperative housing societies. As this is a case of internal maladministration as well, we will inform our own board, our secretary, and will then shut down the accounts of these cooperatives and seize their land. Everything will be closed, and advertisements will be published in the newspapers informing people not to deal with these societies.” 


Asked if there was any hope for people who had already bought land under a 30-year lease to have their land regularised (converted to a 99-year lease), the registrar said that the option would be available, but the relevant fees would have to be paid to the Board of Revenue. He said that the managing committee of the cooperative housing society concerned could gather the funds to do this through the society’s own accounts, or from members. 

When asked if this was likely to happen, however, as according to the department’s contention the very establishment of these cooperative housing societies was mala fide, he conceded that it was unclear as to whether the victims of the fraud would be able to recoup their losses unless they themselves were able to pay for the regularisation. 


A list of cooperative housing societies that have been issued notices regarding this matter appears below. 


Un-audited societies: Al-Raee Cooperative Housing Society, Zainab Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Madar Cooperative Housing Society, Sunder Cooperative Housing Society, Supreme Cooperative Housing Society, Chohan Cooperative Housing Society, Taj-i-Malik Cooperative Housing Society, Al-Mashad Cooperative Housing Society, Usmanabad Cooperative Housing Society, Sane Insurance Workers Cooperative Housing Society, Badar Cooperative Housing Society, Al-Muzzamil Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Jamil Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Waseem Cooperative Housing Society, Bagh-i-Rajput Cooperative Housing Society, Al-Rehan Memorial Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Shahbaz Cooperative Housing Society, Government Employees Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Iftikhar-ul-Haq Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Fateh Cooperative Housing Society, All Workers Cooperative Housing Society and Shan-ul-Haq Cooperative Housing Society. 


Audited societies: Gulshan-i-Sakina Fatima Cooperative Housing Society, Sui Southern Gas Employees (Sports Club ST) Cooperative Housing Society, Pak Model Town Cooperative Housing Society, Al-Airline Cabin Crew Cooperative Housing Society, Qadri Cooperative Housing Society, Gulshan-i-Sanobar Cooperative Housing Society, Livna Cooperative Housing Society, Pak Chanar Multipurpose Cooperative Society, Zaib-un-Nisa Cooperative Housing Society, Ya-Rehman Cooperative Housing Society, Saydan Cooperative Housing Society and Gulshan-i-Malik Town Cooperative Housing Society.

(By Asad Hashim, Dawn-13, 17/08/2009)

Govt plans to build new city near Thatta

A new city “Zulfikarabad” will be constructed on the National Highway near Thatta and it will be the second largest city in Sindh after Karachi.


Addressing a news briefing on Monday, State Minister for Information and Broadcasting Samsam Ali Bukhari said that the decision to this effect was taken at a high-level meeting chaired by President Asif Ali Zardari at Bilawal House. 


Bukhari rejected the impression that the proposed city would be a burden on the resources of Sindh and that the population influx from other provinces in this city would convert the local population into a minority.

He said that every citizen of Pakistan, irrespective of his location, has the right to live anywhere in the country. According to President’s spokesman Farhatullah Babar, Asif Zardari has assigned the Sindh government to identify about one million acres tract of unproductive, barren and non-useable state land in District Thatta that can potentially be used for building an entirely new city in Sindh. The President directed that the land identification be completed within weeks so that he could take the proposal to Chinese investors during his next visit to China after his scheduled visit next week.


According to the spokesman, once the land is identified expressions of interest will be invited from international consultants of repute to give basic design concept of the new proposed city. The President’s plan to build an entirely new city in the province is aimed at easing the problem of congestion and overcrowding of main cities as well as serving as a catalyst for change through social uplift, economic development and infrastructural upgradation. 


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad, Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, some federal and provincial ministers, senior federal and provincial government officials besides some architects from private sector attended the meeting.


The proposed city project was visualized by the President sometime back as the influx of people from inside and outside the country in Karachi and Hyderabad has put tremendous pressure on the existing infrastructure in the urban centers that called for giving serious thought to building a new city.


The President remarked at the meeting that Islamabad happens to be the only new city that was built in the country in 1960s and there exists dire need to build another planned city on modern lines, Farhatullah Babar said.


Giving guidelines to provincial government regarding the location of the proposed city, President Zardari said that the land should preferably be identified near the coast and it should be barren so that there arises no need to acquire productive and cultivable lands from the people. “The whole concept is based on the philosophy of converting useless state land into a gold mine,” the spokesman quoted the President as telling the meeting.


He said that the building of the proposed city would generate employment, promote industrial growth and also attract international investors, besides easing pressure on the existing mega cities. He said that some people thought that the area near Jhimpir and Jhirk in District Thatta of Sindh offered a suitable location for the new city but it would be up to the provincial government to determine suitable location.


The President said that the actual work on developing the concept of the new city be undertaken with the help of internationally renowned consultancy firms having vast experience and good reputation in building new cities around the world. He also called for constituting a project steering committee to look after this important task and invite expressions of interest, etc. 

(By Tahir Hassan Khan, The News-13, 18/08/2009)
Committee set up for regularisation of Katchi Abadis

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah on Thursday asked a member, land utilisation, to submit a detailed report within three days about regularisation of 43 Katchi Abadis (slum areas) of Karachi.


Chairing a meeting about the performance of Katchi Abadis (KA) dept at the CM House, Shah also established a six-member committee to submit recommendations within four days about KA, to be followed by a final decision in a week. 


The committee would comprise the minister for revenue; minister for KA; senior member, Board of Revenue; DG, KA; member, land utilisation; and the secretary, KA. The meeting was informed that in all there were 332 KA in Sindh, of which 43 were in Karachi. There were 165 KA in Hyderabad. The meeting was informed that around 80 KA of Hyderabad were being regularised and a decision would be taken within a week. The CM said that Katchi Abadis would be regularised soon.

(The News-13, 21/08/2009)
Town planners for housing schemes

THIS is apropos of Islamuddin Siddiqui’s letter, ‘DHA housing scheme’ (Aug 13). 


I write in support of Mr Siddiqui about the cost of the scheme, as well as fleecing of the public which has been going on in our God-forsaken city for decades. 


I would also like to get into something more basic which has been the root cause of all these ill happenings. 


It would also be unfair to single out the Defence Housing Authority as we have been witnessing similar housing schemes sprawling up all over the country, in general, and Karachi, in particular. 


Some of the major anomalies in our system are: 


1. No policy or legal framework is available to define the process of land acquisition, land planning and land development. 


2. Absence of a comprehensive and coordinated ‘national, provincial and local physical development plan’. This is due to the absence of federal, provincial and local town planning laws, dealing with land, land use and land development. 

As a consequence, there are no professional establishments at federal, provincial, regional and local levels to look after the concept, design and implementation of the town planning professional jobs as per provisions of the Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planning.

3. Complete neglect for the town planning professionals – by the government and the professional regulatory bodies 


4. Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planner’s lack of interest and support to town planners where the decision-making process is highly unbalanced and unethical. 


5. The developmental agencies, including the DHA, are having an unprofessional approach to town planning projects. 


The most important question which comes up is the fact that the Karachi city has been fortunate to have been given an approved master plan by our city nazim for the first time in 60 years. 


However, the post-master plan period raises many concerns, e.g. lack of engagement of right professionals, i.e. town planners with experience of designing at least a few major cities; no periodical updating of the master plan; criminal neglect in initiating a capacity development programme to train professional town planners for Karachi, the largest city of the country and Sindh; no legal framework available to professionals in the field of development activities; functionaries, general public, developers both in public and in private sector . 


The present local government system is a tested and an old system where development has been achieved successfully. 


This needs to be studied and updated by the right professionals, instead of doing away with the local government. 


If these steps are not taken immediately, we will face a catastrophe that will prove worse than what is being witnessed in Dubai where extravagant investment in real estate, without following the international town planning practices, has resulted in highrise residential blocks being deserted and low-income white-collared workers finding it impossible to survive. 


AFTAB MOHAMMAD KHAN 

Member, Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planners, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 22/08/2009)

Builders barred from raising construction in Gadap

KARACHI, Aug 21: Justice Maqbool Baqar of the Sindh High Court restrained developers of an 82-acre housing project in Gadap Town on Friday from raising further construction and from creating third party interest in the villas already constructed. 


The Karachi Building Control Authority moved an application seeking vacation of a stay order obtained by the builders and developers and a few purchasers of the villas. Advocate Shahid Jamil Khan submitted on behalf of the authority that 82 acres were leased out to various individuals for setting up poultry farms by the provincial government for 30 years. However, a housing project consisting of spacious villas was started by developers and builders, including M/s Karachi Resorts, without conversion of the farms into a residential area or seeking the KBCA approval for construction or submitting building plans. 


The KBCA, the counsel said, issued notices to the builders and developers, who instituted a suit in the high court and obtained a stay order. They (the plaintiffs) claimed that 10,000 housing units were ready for accommodation and they apprehended that the KBCA would demolish the entire project and billions of rupees spent by them would go down the drain. The counsel said the stay was obtained by misrepresentation of facts and was intended to be used for construction of 10,000 housing units. 


The fact, the lawyer said, was that only 59 units had been completed so far, out of which 15 had already been demolished by the KBCA. He requested the court to restrain the plaintiffs from raising further construction and creating third party interest by an interim injunction. Granting the request, Justice Maqbool Baqar issued notices to the plaintiffs for Sept 3. 


Revenue record sought 

Meanwhile, a division bench consisting of Justices Mushir Alam and Mohammad Athar Saeed asked the revenue authorities to produce the record pertaining to 182 acres adjacent to the National Stadium, Karachi. 


Advocate Yawar Farooqui submitted on behalf of the ministry of defence that the land was given to the armed forces in 1942 for wartime purposes but had been illegally occupied by private parties. 

Summoning the original record, the bench restrained the parties from creating third party interest and adjourned the hearing to Sept 2. 


‘Missing’ man in jail 

Another division bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, meanwhile, disposed of a habeas corpus petition when an inspector of the Islamabad Police produced the record of a murder case in which a ‘missing’ man alleged to have been illegally confined had been detained at the Adiala Jail, Rawalpindi. 


Petitioner Afshan Begum said her husband, Ghulam Qadir Leghari, was picked up by plain-clothes personnel of some law-enforcement agency from outside the Malir district courts after the hearing of a case on July 9. The Quaidabad police said in its comments that Leghari was on bail in a case registered against him under the Arms Ordinance. He came to attend the trial proceedings on July 9 but the Sindh Police had nothing to do with his arrest. It has belatedly been informed by the Islamabad Police that a car used in a murder case was found registered in Leghari’s name. The bench summoned the investigation officer from Islamabad. 


The IO informed the bench that Leghari was being tried in a murder case and was detained at the Adiala Jail, Rawalpindi. A charge-sheet has already been submitted and the trial was in progress. The bench disposed of the petition. 


Uniform salary pleas 

Sindh High Court Bar Association President Rasheed A. Razvi filed a writ petition on behalf of four high court clerks and peons that SHC employees should be paid utility and judicial allowances at the enhanced rates available to the employees of the Lahore and Peshawar high courts. 


Petitioners Nusrat Ali, Atiq Ahmed, Raheel and Abdul Waheed said the national judicial policy stipulated uniform remunerations for employees of the four high courts. The provincial government and its finance department have failed in their duty to provide adequate funds to enable the SHC to meet its obligations to its employees working in grades 1 to 16. 


Social worker Haji Gul Ahmad also moved a petition for enhancement of the salaries of all Sindh government employees to bring them on a par with their compatriots in Punjab.

(Dawn-13, 22/08/2009)

Residents oppose DHA move to cede control of area mosques

Residents of Defence have opposed the move of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) to cede control of mosques that full under its jurisdictions. Under the new DHA plan, control of seven mosques managed by the authority has been given to residents’ committees, with DHA claiming that the move was made to lessen the authority’s financial and administrative obligations.


DHA residents are concerned about the security, safety, and administrative affairs of the mosques of their area, especially after they are no longer controlled by the DHA. They believe that since the DHA is used to collecting a separate amount from its member-residents for managing 15 mosques, it should not Òrun away’ from this important civic obligation.


Defence Society Residents’ Association President and former federal minister Captain Haleem Siddiqui said that it is utterly unwise on the part of the DHA to cede control of its mosques, as it could lead to sectarianism, division, and indiscipline in the affairs related to mosques and their management.


“If the DHA administration is not there to control and manage affairs of the mosques then the vacuum would be filled by certain groups, which would create clash of interests among the unscrupulous elements,” he said.


Siddiqui said that the mosques were built by DHA to benefit its residents, and before taking any decision on their affairs, residents should have been consulted and taken into confidence. ÒNo such process took place, and obviously now we are concerned with the situation. The DHA has been undertaking various projects and developments work beyond its perceived realm, so at least it should be doing to manage well its mosques,” he said.


DHA Administrator Brigadier Khalid Tirmizi meanwhile maintained that since the authority’s move has caused reservations among the residents of the area, they have put on hold plans to hand over the rest of the mosques to similar residents’ committees of theirs. Tirmizi told The News that ultimately it would be ideal if all services and amenities run by DHA are handed over to the cantonment board or residents’ committees. He said that being developers or builders of the area, it is not the prerogative of the DHA to run and manage services such as water and sewerage, horticulture, and mosques.


It is worth remembering that the DHA has been facing a financial crisis since the completion of its new storm water drainage system, and has been seeking to jettison its various municipal, civic, amenity, and administrative, obligations in the area, mainly by transferring them to Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC), the municipal authority of the area.


According to Tirmizi, there are several other mosques in Defence which are run by civilians, and these DHA mosques could also be run by the residents. He said that seven mosques have been handed over to the residents’ committees, and since the transfer of their control, they had been managed without any problem. 

“Ultimately we would hand over all the DHA mosques to similar residents’ committees,” he said. “We have retained the Tooba Mosque as it is regarded as an icon of the DHA due to its grand presence in the area,” said Brig Tirmizi, adding that this move would provide due relief to the DHA from its financial obligations. “Ultimately we would not charge fees for running the mosques from the residents after handing over all the mosques,” he informed.


Former DHA Director Religious Affairs Brig (retd) Dr Foyouzur-Rahman Jadoon said that till 2005, when he had been with the DHA, there was no shortage of funds to manage and administer mosques of the neighbourhood. “During my tenure with the DHA, the number of mosques managed by the authority rose to 20 and we even took into fold non-DHA mosques of the area, whose private administrations had been facing difficulties in managing them,” he said.


“We had plenty of funds in our department and used to disburse salaries to four caretakers, besides prayer leader and Muezzin associated with each of the DHA mosque and this practice should have been continued,” he said. “It was a great service being rendered by the DHA by managing these mosques and I don’t think the DHA should abandon this tradition,” said the former DHA official.

(By Azeem Samar, The News-20, 26/08/2009)
Sex-education course draws parents’ ire

A private school located next to Pakistan Television Station on Stadium Road incurred the ire of parents of students enrolled in higher secondary classes after the inclusion of birth control and sex education in the syllabus.


Commenting on the incident, Naveed Zuberi, adviser to Education Minister Pir Mazhar-ul-Haq, said that they would not allow any school to teach such courses, saying: “This is not USA or Europe, this is Pakistan and our culture does not allow us to teach these things at school”. The parents also complained that the name of Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) had been written without affixing “PBUH” after his name, besides a “sketchy picture” was also being displayed against his (PBUH) name in various chapters. 


According to parents, the issue started when a new chief executive officer took over the school affairs and started making changes in the syllabus, particularly in the Islamiat subject. When the parents lodged their complaint at the school on Tuesday, the management shut down the main doors and allegedly did not allow the students to go home. However, parents forcefully opened the doors, after which the school administration rusticated many students from the school.


Meanwhile, Zuberi has said that books have been seized to check their material and till then these books would not be used.


The Directorate of Private Institutions, Sindh, has ensured the parents of the rusticated students that their children would resume their regular studies at the school from Thursday. The education department has directed the school principal that it would verify the material of all course books and till then teaching of this course at the school would remain suspended. However, school Principal Mrs Waqar said that they did not include such chapters in their course outline, adding, that the book, in which the ‘objectionable’ chapters were included, was being used by many other schools.

(The News-14, 27/08/2009)
KBCA officials escape from City Courts

Three officials of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) managed to escape from the City Courts premises on Wednesday, after the court rejected their applications for bail-before-arrest in a case related to the collapse of an under-construction building in the limits of the Liaquatabad police station.


Mohammed Ilyas, an employee of the Karachi Building Control Authority, contractor Mohammed Zeeshan, and architect Syed Ali Daud, had filed for bail in the court of Additional District and Session Judge (ADSJ)-Central Sikander Ali Lashari.


The appellants appeared in court on Wednesday to plead their case before ADSJ Lashari. 

However, the judge rejected their bail plea and instead ordered their arrest.

Following these orders, the three accused managed to escape the highly-congested court premises, even though extra policemen were stationed in an around the court.

(The News-14, 27/08/2009)
Surroundings of Gutter Baghicha still tense

The surroundings of Gutter Baghicha in the limits of Pak Colony police station remained tense on Thursday although no untoward incident took place owing to presence of heavy contingents of police and Rangers in the area.

Protestors took to the streets on Thursday too and tried to pelt law enforcers and passers-by with stones but police apprehended several of them.

Rangers claimed to have arrested eight persons but did not disclose their identities while police showed arrests of two persons who were identified as Tariq and Asif.


Meanwhile, PS Pak Colony arrested two separate cases against Nadir Baloch and Nisar Baloch, later the President of Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek along with hundreds of other unidentified persons for Wednesday’s unrest in which a police constable Amir and a Rangers personnel Afzal were injured.


PS Pak Colony officials said that they registered two separate FIRs, 195/09 and 196/09 against Nadir and Nisar Baloch as well as scores of other unidentified persons for disturbing the law and order situation in the area.


They said that the situation remained controlled in the area on Thursday, however, some unrest was observed on Saleh Muhammad Village Road but law enforcing agencies’ personnel took timely action and dispersed the culprits.

(The News-13, 28/08/2009)
Transcendent beauty

Munawwar Maseeh is an unassuming, taciturn kind of a man. He is the gardener/gatekeeper at St Andrew’s Church in Saddar, Karachi. He’s been serving this place of worship for several years. He is even fond of the pigeons that often merrily perch themselves on the church gables like star-crossed lovers and the squirrels that scurry across the semi-verdant lawns to evade prying eyes. 


Munawwar Maseeh has a 19-year-old son, Andrew Munawwar, who is a second-year commerce student at a local college. Unlike his father, he likes to converse in a relatively buoyant manner. If you happen to visit the building and bump into Andrew, he’ll gladly help you get acquainted with the church premises. 


“I don’t know anything about architecture, but I can tell you that sometimes a piece of stone falls off this building and unnerves you. Once we were really lucky because a big chunk tumbled down and there was no one standing there. Had it fallen on someone, it would’ve done great damage. I feel this needs to be fixed,” says Andrew Munawwar. 


It’s sad, because St Andrew’s Church is a paragon of beauty. You don’t have to worry if you’re an architecture ignoramus, because even a fleeting look at the structure will take your breath away. Grab a camera. Take its picture. Keep it for posterity to remind it of the times when indulging in stonework was a spiritual St Andrew’s Church.—Fahim Siddiqi/White Star exercise. Not that it isn’t anymore, it’s just that time is a cruel tyrant. Sometimes it changes things that need no alteration. 


Not only is the exterior of the church building magnificent, once you enter the nave or the main area (which has the capacity for 400 worshippers) no matter how fidgety a character you are, you’ll feel at peace with yourself. It’s a soul-stirring scene. The neatly kept holy place, the well-arranged pews (on one of the benches ‘US Forces 1942-1946’ is written, and another reads ‘Virtue Alone is Firm, Lodge Hope 331, 1842-1942’), the shimmering marble floor…are simply splendid. 


There’s history to take note of as well. There are inscriptions in memory of some illustrious individuals who contributed to St Andrew’s Church in their own distinct way. For example, “To the Glory of God and In Loving Memory of Edward Mackenzie an Elder of This Church And for 36 Years Medical Officer Manora Who Passed Away on 5th Feb 1925.” 


And if you stroll along the grassy patch around the church it’s impossible to miss a decent-looking memorial to military men which has a lot of material to take note of.The foundation stone of St Andrew’s Church was laid in February 1867 by commander-in-chief of the Bombay Army, Robert Napier. The architectural features of the structure are: a tall spire, buttresses and Gothic-style openings. Adjacent to the octagonal porch entrance there’s a 135-foot tall tower. However, experts believe the standout element of the building is the intricately carved rose window at the southern end. There’s a five-light window on its opposite side, which is no less striking. 


Imagine if cracks begin to appear in such a picturesque sight. It hurts. 


Architect Arif Hasan says: “Though I haven’t been to St Andrew’s in a long time, I feel such structures need constant attention.” 


Mr Hasan touches upon another significant point: “This piece of stonemasonry is from the 1860s, if I remember correctly, and its designer was T.G. Newnham. Now I mention his name because he and architects like James Stratchan, who contributed quite a bit to the city’s structural design, were inspired by Gothic and Renaissance forms of architecture. They were responsible for the revival of classical styles. Both designers’ work is pretty much identical. St Andrew’s Church is a spiritual piece of construction, and the gentlemen that I’ve named used to resort to ‘emotional play’ in their designs. 
“St Andrew’s Church, also known as the Scotch Church, is made in the Gothic style. It has pointed arches, and a spire that will remind you of Merewether Tower. I’d like to mention an important thing about pointed arches. They’re more durable than the round ones, and were introduced into the region by Arabs.” 


T.G. Newnham was deputy agent of Indus Flotilla, a steamship company. He had also served as chief resident engineer of Scinde Railway. Arif Hasan’s observation seems to be true. There’s more of an emotional and spiritual ‘feel’ to Newnham’s creative output more than anything else. 


But Munawwar Maseeh is a little disconcerted — for a different reason. Outside one of the church gates, from where vehicular traffic turns towards a bustling electronic goods’ market, there are advertising boards from under which a foul stench A monument raised in memory of the military men who contaminates the air. While he can tend to his garden and gates, he can’t do anything about the crass uncouthness with which some people make life a constant nuisance for others. 
(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-16, 30/08/2009)

17 responses to KBCA’s ‘vertical development plan’

Seventeen companies from the USA, Singapore, Germany, France and other countries have applied for consultancy services in response to international tenders floated by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) for the Authority’s gigantic vertical development plan for Karachi.


Some companies having expertise in urban development have been shortlisted and one will be picked by a committee of architects.

KBCA Chief Controller of Buildings (CCoB) Manzoor Kadir said that the Authority was directed by President Asif Ali Zardari to prepare rules and regulations and provide facilities to induce people to invest in Karachi, instead of going abroad. In the light of the president’s directive, an exercise was started in April 2008 and an outline for Karachi’s vertical development was prepared in consultation with stakeholders, including senior engineers, architects and senior citizens.


The CCoB pointed out that 23 roads have been declared commercial in Karachi and skyscrapers will be allowed at the National and Super Highways, the Northern and Southern bypasses and major arteries around Hawkesbay. These high-rises should be spread over at least 500-square-yards, and have a minimum of 40 storeys. The developer will be responsible for providing electricity, water and sewerage systems, Kadir said. Once this outline was finalised, all senior architects of Karachi — over 150 in number — were invited for a final debate.


The architects rejected the KBCA’s proposal on the ground Karachi in its entirety cannot be declared as a high-rise density zone at the same time, because it would not be possible to raise such an enormous infrastructure, the CCoB said. According to him, the Sindh government was consulted and with its permission a committee of architects was formed which came forward with its recommendations in six months.


The committee recommended that Karachi should only have a skyline for vertical development, but the entire city cannot be opened up for this purpose. Two zones were proposed for this skyline — one around I.I Chundrigar Road, and the other around Sharea Faisal.


The committee recommended designing these zones through international urban consultants. It also suggested the establishment of a ‘High-Density Zone Board’, comprising all stakeholders. This board will be responsible for taking decisions concerning infrastructure development.


Kadir said all recommendations of the committee were approved by the Sindh government, which directed the KBCA to call international tenders. The High-Density Zone Board has since been notified by the Sindh government and its terms and conditions have been finalised by the KBCA and the committee of architects.


The KBCA has also requested the Sindh government to carry out proper legislation to give legal shape to the rules and regulations, Kadir said, adding that a summary in this regard has been approved and now the matter will go before the Sindh Assembly for the required legislation.

(The News-13, 31/08/2009)
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Low-cost housing project reviewed

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah said on Wednesday that the present elected government was fully committed towards following the programme of the Pakistan People’s Party and policies of Benazir Bhutto to provide ‘Roti, Kapra and Makan’, and provision of 10,000 houses to poor people of Sindh by the end of the current financial year.


Shah said this at the Chief Minister’s House while presided over a meeting regarding the establishment of ‘Benazir Bhutto Basti’ at various places under the low-cost housing programme.


Shah said that if the federal government or any donor agencies wished to volunteer, the number of houses could be increased.


An official handout stated that Provincial Minister Housing Agha Taimoor Khan, and Special Assistant to CM and Chairman People’s Housing Cell Ziaul Islam gave a detailed briefing with suggestions to revise the project.


It was decided in the meeting that 300 bastis (villages) would be constructed by the end of this year with at least 36 houses in each district and that the name of the project would now be ‘Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Housing Program for Sindh’.


Sindh Chief Secretary Fazal-ur-Rehman, Additional Chief Secretary (Planning and Development) Nazar Hussain Mahar, Sindh Board of Revenue Senior Member Ghulam Ali Shah Pasha, Secretary to CM Syed Sohail Akbar Shah, Land Utilisation Member Abdus Subhan Memon, Special Secretary Finance Naheed Shah Durrani and Representative to Sindh Rural Support Organisation Sono Kangrani also attended the meeting. 


Establishment of Zulfikarabad: Sindh CM Syed Qaim Ali Shah held a high-level meeting at the CM House about the establishment of a new city, namely Zulfikarabad, near Jherruck in District Thatta.


Shah said that the Federal government, in recognition of services rendered by Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had decided to establish the city in his remembrance.


Earlier, Ghulam Ali Shah Pasha, Abdus Subhan Memon and Sindh Cane Commissioner Nazar Muhammad Baloch had presented a detailed briefing about the proposed city. Two separate proposals about availability of land were presented in the meeting, while various other decisions were also made.

(DailyTimes-B1, 03/09/2009)

PPP, MQM sort out transfer of land issue


KARACHI: The core committee comprising Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) on Friday approved amendments in the Sindh chief minister’s order of imposing ban on lease and transfer of the government land by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and district governments. The committee has decided to authorise Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani for giving approval of these cases.


The committee members took this decision at a meeting held at the Sindh Chief Minster’s House on Friday. Durrani, Pir Mazharul Haq, Ayaz Soomro, Syed Murad Ali Shah and Rashid Rabbani attended the meeting from PPP’s side, while Sindh ministers, Syed Sardar Ahmed, Dr Sagheer Ahmed and Wasim Aftab represented the ruling MQM. Pakistan Muslim League-Functional’s Imtiaz Shaikh, who has been recently inducted in the committee, was not present at the meeting. 


According to the official sources, the committee members decided that an amendment would be made in the notification issued by the Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah around two months earlier, in which he had restrained the district governments, including the CDGK from executing powers of issuing lease and transfer orders of the government land in their respective limits. 


Sources said that the notification would be issued with an amendment under which the district governments and CDGK would get prior permission from the local government minister before issuing lease and transfer orders of the land. An amended notification would likely be issued today (Saturday). After this amendment the local government minister would be empowered to give approvals of lease and transfer of land instead of the Sindh chief minister. 


The issue had developed a dispute between both the major coalition partners of the province. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal had also filed a petition in the Sindh High Court against the chief minister’s order. However, later it was withdrawn under some assurances given by the PPP leadership to the MQM leaders. 


The committee also discussed matters pertaining to ban on fresh appointments in different departments. Regarding ban in local government department it was decided that town nazims belonging to the MQM would meet the local government minister on Monday to discuss the issue. Regarding the ban in police department the committee decided that Provincial Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza would brief the committee members on the issue in the next meeting.

(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 12/09/2009)
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(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 12/09/2009)

KPT land may be added to Benazir Park


KARACHI: The National Assembly’s Standing Committee on Ports and Shipping has said that a piece of land belonging to the KPT, which has been grabbed by some men, might be added to the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Park.


This was decided in a hurriedly called meeting of the Standing Committee on Ports and Shipping and was led by Chairman Rana Mehmood ul Hassan at the KPT’s head office on Friday. 

It was said during the meeting that this piece of land may be made part of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Park. However, as a decision is pending decision from the court, the disputed land would be sealed under section 145 of the court order and the Sindh Police will look after it for the time being.


It was decided during the meeting that a sub committee comprising members Fouzia Wahab, Syed Nasir Ali Shah, Khawaja Sohail Mansoor and Sardaqr Mansab Ali Dogar would also be constituted to look after the issues of KPT’s land in detail. 


The chairman said that a follow up meeting will be convened after Eid to look over other related issues concerning ports, while he expressed satisfaction over the fact that port charges have been reduced by 10 percent as announced by the prime minister, but its effects in the light of the imposition of a 16 percent excise duty need to be seen. 


Earlier, a briefing was given by KPT Civil Works and Estates General Manager Pervez Younis. The briefing included a comprehensive background on the issue of KPT’s jurisdiction and extension of its limits as authorised by the government from time to time.


The briefing said that KPT’s land was subject to encroachment and a total of 780 acres was encroached by various unauthorised parties and colonies. It was agreed that KPT’s land constituted government property and needed to be protected effectively as it was essentially needed for future port projects. 


The Sindh Police IG, CCPO and Sindh Board of Revenue members also attended the meeting. 


CCPO Wasim Ahmed said that despite the resource constraints the police was coping with various challenges and was helping to control the situation. It was highlighted that the land under dispute at Mai Kolachi was sub judice, therefore, its disposal would depend on the court’s decision. 


It is pertinent to mention that some men had grabbed KPT’s land that is located on Mai Kolachi Road, while the police and KPT officials could not get the land released from the men, who showed little restraint in pointing their guns at officials who had come to reclaim the land.


According to the KPT officials, the trust had given the land on lease to be used as rented marriage hall.

Interestingly, real estate dealers of the city say that even in the current, depressed state of the real estate market, a deal of this land would fetch at least Rs 72 billion, while imaginative international marketing of this chunk of lank would see the government earning an excess of $1 billion.

(By Moonis Ahmed, DailyTimes-B1, 19/09/2009)

City Council session
Opp demands clarification on sale of Bara Dari


KARACHI: The opposition benches in the City Council have strongly expressed concern over the alleged sale of Bara Dari, a historical compounded venue that is located in the close vicinity of a five-star hotel in the red zone area.


Opposition member from Jamaat-e Islami’s (JI) Al-Khidmat Group and leader in the City Council Rafique Ahmed demanded the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to elucidate if Bara Dari had been sold to the five-star hotel as it had been converted into a charged parking venue a long time ago.


Resolution passed: The City Council passed a pivotal Council Resolution (CR) on Saturday that would affect land commercialisation and its fee.


The treasury benches had reviewed the high fees for change of land status and had agreed to table the CR ab initio after making amendments suggested by the opposition benches. Subsequently, treasury member Syed Absarul Hassan tabled the CR, house leader Muhammad Asif Siddiqui, Imran Ahmed Khan and Syed Muhammad Nomanul Haque seconded it, and Muhammad Arshad Qureshi Advocate and Abdul Jalil endorsed it.


The CR was first tabled during the nizamat (mayorship) of Naimatullah Khan in 2004. At that time, the fees for the change of land status from residential to commercial were approved with a minimum fee. However, the current treasury benches took up the same CR again and the land conversion fees of residential into commercial were increased fourfold. 


The high fees prevented the citizens to seek any relief, while only 24 applications for change of land status were submitted to the CDGK during 2008, depriving the CDGK of a possibly exceptional revenue collection. 


The City Council had recorded its worst opposition from the opposition benches when the increase in fees was legitimised through the CR.


Opposition member from Khidmatgar Group Abdul Razzaque alleged that the treasury benches had always tried to please the land mafia through raising fees for the change of land status from residential to commercial.


Condemning the treasury benches, Rafique Ahmed said that it was them who had, despite strong opposition, passed the CR with introduction of high land conversion fees, adding that now that they have realised their mistake, they have tabled the CR again with the fees that the opposition benches had suggested earlier.


Senior presiding officer Masood Baig and presiding officer-II Syed Absarul Hassan convened the session.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 27/09/2009)

Ban on land lease and auction results in Rs 600 million loss to CDGK


KARACHI: The ban imposed by the Sindh chief minister on lease and auction of land by the local bodies in the province has resulted in a loss of Rs 600 million to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) as two of it major projects have hung midway.


The CDGK has already been going through a serious financial crunch due to depletion of Single Line Transfer Funds (SLTF). For the first time, the CDGK could not pay Eid advance to its employees this year.


The CDGK had demolished Shahabuddin Market, which is adjacent to the historical Empress Market in Saddar Town so a new market could be constructed at the spot. It had spent Rs 80 million for temporary rehabilitation of its shopkeepers, while the contract was awarded to Abdul Majeed and Company for constructing the new building of the market.


The contractor firm had invested around Rs 500 million for constructing the building foundation. According to the contract, the contractor firm was to gather necessary funds from the proposed owners of shops in the new building but the ban on lease and auction of the land has caused the CDGK and the contractor firm to suffer financially.


The shopkeepers of the Shahabuddin Market have also been left in a lurch after the ban as they were supposed to be allotted shops in the new building.


The same is the case of the CDGK Saddar Car Parking Plaza, which also could also not be auctioned or sold out.


While talking to Daily Times, CDGK Estate Department District Officer Muneer Ali Khan said that as yet, the CDGK lacks any sovereign policy on the subject whether the CDGK Saddar Car Parking Plaza would be rented out to shopkeepers or would allot the shops to the affected shopkeepers of the Shahabuddin Market on permanent ownership basis or would operate it alone.


The loss of revenue is partly due to early investment of huge funds on rehabilitation of the affected shopkeepers of Shahabuddin Market and due to delay in the sale of shops and floors of the CDGK Saddar Car Parking Plaza through an auction, he said.


The CDGK Estate by-laws have a clause that when the land was auctioned, the owner would be awarded necessary allotment while after obtaining the allotment. The would-be allottee could get the land leased in his favour for a 99-year period. However, in case the land was rented out, the CDGK remains the owner of the land and could get it back any time, he said.


The ban has also caused the CDGK Estate Department to suffer a colossal loss amounting to Rs 40 million because the ban has prevented it from auctioning the newly built 39 shops in Liaquatabad Super Market. The ban has inflicted the CDGK with a loss of around Rs 30 million due to delay in construction of new building of Shahabuddin Market while the gross loss as yet has amounted to Rs 600 million on these two projects only, he claimed.


The CDGK has to decide within a couple of days as how to deal with this situation or else it would be too late to take any step due to the fast expiring tenure of the present city government.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 28/09/2009)

OCTOBER

Two political parties clash over land grabbing
Ethnic violence claims STPP leader’s life


KARACHI: Tension and fear gripped various localities of the metropolis on Saturday after a local leader of the Sindh-based party was killed and others sustained bullet injuries during a clash over the occupation of a flat in Gulshan Town. 


Miscreants torched over half a dozen vehicles in the protest staged over the killing of their leader and resorted to intense firing in various localities, which disturbed routine and commercial lives in various areas.


As per details, the clash took place between the workers of the Sindh Peoples Forum (SPF) and Pakhtoon Student Federation (PSF) late on Friday night over occupying the disputed plot of Iqra City located at Abdul Hassan Isphani Road within the limits of Sachal police station which rapidly turned into an ethnic clash after the local leader of the Sindh Tarraqi Pasand Party (STPP) Jumman Khan alias Jumman Ghutko, 32, was wounded during the clash and later succumbed to his injuries in a hospital. Some seven persons including a policeman of the Sohrab Goth police station were also admitted to the hospital. 


Police officials said that the deceased Jumman Khan had sustained injuries during the clash between two groups last night and died in a local hospital on Saturday morning after which angry protestors became violent and torched the vehicles. The SP said that the incident occurred between two political groups that were Sindhi and Pakhtoon speaking. 

SHO Enayat Narejo also confirmed that PSF workers had back up from Awami National Party (ANP) and SPF workers had the support of STPP men. Initially, the clash occurred for occupying a disputed flat of the Iqra City and later it quickly turned into an ethnic clash. 


However, the eyewitness and the residents of the area said that such clashes have become a daily routine and occupation of flats, extortion etc are the main causes. These party’s members usually fight with each other in which some innocent lives are also lost. 


“Why doesn’t the police take any action in this regard when they know that these parties usually create law and order situation?” the residents questioned. Not only the Iqra City, but there are some other apartments also whose constructional builders have fled after committing fraud. 


However, following the incident, armed miscreants torched over half a dozen vehicles including two buses, two cars and four motorcycles while some shops have also been set on fire in different areas including Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Safora Chowk, Ghaghar Phattack, Mobina Town and other city areas. Intense firing continued in the dominated areas of STPP and ANP and traffic was not allowed in several areas including Abul Hassan Isphani Road, Jauhar More and Safora Chowk where enraged people pelted stones on passing vehicles and disrupted the public and private life.


The STPP announced a three-day of mourning in Sindh province following the killing of his worker. STPP leader Dr Qadir Magsi while strongly condemning the incident said, “We do not want such incidents to turn into ethnic violence but the Pakhtoons who obviously having support of the ANP are trying to turn this into an ethnic violence,” Magsi said. “If ANP denies that these Pakhtoons are not affiliated with the ANP then should prove it.” 


Magsi while accusing the police said that Dino Wazir is the leader of the Pakhtoons and has the support of the Gulshan Town SP so the police did not register any case on STPP’s complain, despite requesting several times.


ANP officials said that their party was not involved in the clash and added that PSF activists involved in the incident were not affiliated with ANP. Situation was tense in Sachal Goth, Safora Goth, steel town areas and other areas dominated by Sindhi-speaking population, where shops were closed and traffic pelted with stones. The STPP man killed in the clash was the resident of Sikandar Goth whose body was taken to his hometown Tando Mohammad Khan for burial. He has left behind two children and a widow.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 04/10/2009)

40,000 acres of land allotted to 5,000 families, says Qaim


KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah said on Saturday that 40,000 acres of land was allotted to 5,000 families and the old villages were being leased out to their residents.


“The PPP government will undo the anti-people policies of the past governments and serve the people with the people’s cooperation,” he said while speaking at a public meeting in Mubarak Village.

Under the Gothabad Scheme, the Sindh government has decided to lease out 21 goths of Keamari Town by issuing residential documents and granting proprietary rights. Qaim gave away the proprietary rights and lease documents of six Goths, namely Mubarak Goth, Moonjhar Goth, Moosa Goth, Arif Goth, Murad Goth and Haji Mohammad Goth.


Qaim announced that the development schemes would be planned in Lyari Town’s 1,000 acres of land. He said that under President Asif Ali Zardari’s directive, a medical university and hospital would be constructed in Lyari so the people have access to medical facilities and their children may become doctors.

“We believe in serving the masses, instead of hunger for power. If PPP wants power, it is to serve the people,” he said.


The chief minister said that 7 million women were getting Rs 1,000 per month under the Income Support Programme, adding that 5,000 families got 40,000 acres of land at the rate of 25 acres per family.


“The PPP government will make Mubarak Village a model village. President Zardari has directed that those in the breadline should get all sorts of essential facilities,” said Qaim. He announced that children in the backward areas would get free education, free milk and food in the schools so they get education in a healthy and tension-free environment. He said that the genuine demands of the residents of the constituency NA-239 would be accepted and their problems would be solved. He said that the Hawkesbay truck stand would be shifted, and sewerage and other schemes would be started in Mawach Goth soon. 


He said that 41,000 people were imparted technical education and the trained persons would get employment soon.


Provincial Minister for Revenue Jam Mehtab Dahar, Abdul Qadir Patel, MNA, Ghulam Ali Pasha, senior member, Board of Revenue, provincial ministers Akhtar Jadoon, Rafiq Engineer, and Special Assistant to the Chief Minister Rashid Rabbani also spoke at the ceremony.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 11/10/2009)

Sindh Assembly historic documents become toilet paper?


KARACHI: The administration of the Sindh Assmebly has carelessly thrown away important records of the assembly proceedings and historical documents outside the building and kept some of them in the washrooms of the premises.


The record contains the details of the last 12 assembly sessions and also the most important evidence of the British era that includes the ‘power documents’ that last Governor General of India Lord Mountbatten had presented to father of the nation Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah that confirmed the transfer of powers from British regime to the leadership of independent Muslim state, Pakistan. 

After entering the historical Sindh Assembly building, one is shocked to find these documents scattered outside the main [image: image2.jpg]


building. Some records could also be seen kept in the washroom on the second floor. Tied in the traditional way with red-coloured ribbon, the records are already in pitiable conditions as it has suffered attacks of termites and insects. 


Besides historical documents, the assembly records also includes the legislations and sessions of the legislative assembly. But by keeping such important record outside the building, the assembly building’s administration has attempted to destroy the history of the province. 


On Wednesday when Daily Times photographer took the pictures most of these documents were filthy as people had spit pan and besides that, everyone visiting the assembly building had the access to such important documents. 


When this scribe approached Sindh Assembly Speaker Nisar Ahmed Khuhro to get his statement, surprisingly, he declined to give any. While on contact, Sindh AssemblySecretary Hadi Bukhsh Buriro said he has ordered to keep this record outside temporarily. “There is construction work going on inside the building so we had kept the records outside and after the work is completed, it will be kept back in the archives room,” he said, adding that it was outside only for a day. Whereas, the assembly staff told this scribe that these documents have been kept outside since the last several days.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 15/10/2009)

Sindh Assembly session
Bill empowers govt to cancel bogus land entries

KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly has unanimously passed a government bill on Wednesday, empowering the provincial government to cancel all bogus entries relating to the government land made in the revenue record since 1985 and retrieve such land.


Sindh Law Minister Ayaz Soomro tabled the bill on the last day of the current session as Speaker Nisar Ahmed Khuhro prorogued the House’s proceedings for an indefinite period that had continued since October 8.


According to the bill the government would be authorised to cancel all bogus entries made in the record of rights relating to the government land on basis of forged documents or in violation of law. 


The bill states, “Secretary to the government of Sindh, Revenue Department specifically authorised by the Sindh chief minister in this behalf, if satisfied, that any entry in the record of rights made on or after January 1, 1985 is bogus, may without notice, cancel such entry and on such cancellation the land shall stand reverted to the government.”


According to the bill any aggrieved person could appeal against the government’s order within 15 days of issuance of the order, however, the government’s decision would be final. “No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any person in respect of anything which is in good faith done or intended to done under this Act,” the bill added.


Earlier, speaking on the bill Sindh Revenue Minister, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar told the House that thousands of bogus entries have been made in the revenue record during the specified period, and 99 percent of them occurred during the last 10 years. According to him majority of these bogus land entries are made in Karachi, Thatta and Jamshoro districts. 


The revenue minister said that millions of acres of the government land have been encroached upon through these bogus entries. He admitted that all of this has been made with the involvement of the revenue department officers. He agreed to bureaucrat-turned-politician, MQM’s leader, Sardar Ahmed who said that there is a chain of officers from tapedars to district revenue officers involved in the malpractice, but tapedars and mukhtiarkars are major actors. 


The minister disclosed that corrupt revenue officers had also played a major role in setting ablaze the revenue record comprising forged entries of land during incidents of ransack witnessed in reaction to the assassination of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto. They had provoked the people for setting on fire the revenue offices’ records in different towns of the province, he stated. Despite of such tactics, he added, the revenue department could trace out all irregularities made by the revenue officers. 


“It seems that law of the jungle had remained in the revenue department,” the minister said, adding that mukhtiarkar and other officers involved in registration of land process had acted like kings. The minister said that his department has also started computerisation of the land record on war-footing basis that would minimise the chances of forged land entries. 


He also informed the House that he was facing political pressure and favoritism by assembly members and ministers since he took charge of the revenue department. Without mentioning the name of a government officer in district Thatta the minister said that millions of people of the district were suffering due to an individual, but the person has much backup and support. He appealed to the assembly members and ministers belonging to the district to help the people in this regard. 


Speaking on the bill the Provincial Minister for Works and Communication, Manzoor Wasan said that besides other parts of the province several bogus entries have also been made in the revenue record in district Khairpur. He demanded to conduct an inquiry in this regard in the district also. Sardar Ahmed of the MQM said that while he was in the government service thousands of acres of government land were found under illegal encroachment at both sides of Super Highway, from Karachi to Dadu. 

Supporting the bill opposition leader, Jam Madad Ali suggested that the bill could be sent to the standing committee for consideration and inclusion of different proposals on the issue. Haji Munawar Abassi of the PPP said that bogus entries made before 1985 should also be cancelled through this bill. Humera Alwani of the PPP said that an anti-encroachment cell should also be established to get vacate the government’s land allotted illegally or encroached through bogus entries. Jam Tamachi Unar said that computerisation of revenue record is the only solution to the problem.

(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 22/10/2009)

KESC, Heritage Foundation join hands to revive Denso Hall

KARACHI: Under its corporate social responsibility programme, the Karachi Electric Supply Company on Friday signed here a memorandum of understanding with the Heritage Foundation for restoration of the 123-year old Victorian-age building, Denso Hall, to its past glory.


The KESC will allocate a core team of managers and skilled workers to help execute the Denso Hall preservation, envisaged to be the first of a number of such partnerships that the utility will embark on in the city the coming months.


The KESC, in close cooperation of CDGK, will undertake the project as sole sponsor, which includes cleaning of the exterior of Denso Hall and adjacent buildings at Marriott Road linked to MA Jinnah Road; a general cleaning and improvement of sewerage and water lines and electricity cables; and, removal of encroachments. 


The aim is to rehabilitate and preserve the Venetian Gothic architecture of Denso Hall which was designed by James Stratchan and constructed in 1886 by local Gizri sandstone, originally in memory of Max Denso, a prominent Karachi resident who was the President of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce during 1870-71.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/10/2009)

SHC issues notices to city nazim, DCO
CDGK restrained from installing steel cabins outside private property

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) was restrained from installing steel cabins outside private property by a division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Acting Chief Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi on Thursday.


The bench was hearing a constitutional petition filed by Mrs Atiya Hussain, Samina Begum and Maulana Muhammad Ali Johar Memorial Cooperative Housing Society and another, through their counsel Aamir Aziz Khan.


The petitioners maintained that they have noticed that steel cabins have been unlawfully and illegally installed on footpaths along the boundary walls of the petitioners houses without calling objections from the residents and thus have acted in violation of the License Agreement of 1954 wherein the Government of Pakistan being the lessor conveyed the land to the third petitioner for further allotment to its members.


The petitioners immediately complained to the respondent city government officials seeking removal of huge iron cabins adjacent to the boundary walls of petitioners houses but no action was taken as the respondents themselves are violating the master plan of the city of Karachi and are turning footpaths pedestrians into commercial areas which is illegal and unlawful.


The petitioners prayed to the court to direct the respondents to act in accordance with the law and use their powers and authority to remove the unauthorised constructions on the land of the society and direct the Encroachment Removal Cell of the CDGK to remove all the encroachments.


FIRs against loanee quashed: Judicial Magistrate South Naseer Noor Khan ordered quashing of two first information reports against a person who obtained a loan from a private investment firm pledging machinery, but was booked and arrested when he failed to pay the instalments. 


According to a detailed order, applicant/accused Sarfraz ahmed obtained a loan of Rs 4.5 million from a bank pledging crank shaft machinery and issued post dated cheques. 


He paid the instalments for many months, but later from January 2009 due to extreme power crisis/outage failed in making the payment and four cheques bounced after which the complainant/recovery officer of the bank got FIRs registered against him under section 489-F, PPC and got him arrested. 


Javaid Ahmed Chattari advocate, counsel for applicant/accused praying for a bail sought quashing of proceedings on the grounds that the government has enforced a special law, Financial Institutions (Recovery of Finances) Ordinance, 2001 and with this law holding field, no person who obtains a loan from a financial institution could be booked and tried under 489-F, PPC which relates to dishonestly issuing a cheque, cheating and fraud. 


The only course of law available to any financial institution in case of default by a loanee is to file a private complaint before a banking court for recovery of bad debt or wilful default. 


The magistrate after detailed hearing and arguments from both sides ordered quashing of FIRs under 489-F of PPC and discharged the accused/applicant from bail bond.


ATC AJ acquits suspect: Anti-Terrorism Court Karachi Administrative Judge Justice Maqbool Baqir of the Sindh High Court on Thursday acquitted a suspect arrested for not recording ‘good behaviour’ with the police required under the Fourth Schedule of Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.

Police of Karachi’s Kharadar area alleged that Muhammad Akram’s name was placed in ATA Fourth Schedule by the Sindh Home Department on suspicion of having links with proscribed outfit, as he remained in Afghanistan during the war. Police arrested him a couple of days ago, as he did not turn up to record good behaviour.


Investigation Officer Iqbal Niazi filed an application under Section 169 CrPC, stating no criminal record of accused was found during investigation and prayed for his release. AJ Maqbool Baqir accepted the IO’s report and acquitted the suspect.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/10/2009)

NOVEMBER 

Public participation committees formed
Tenants to be registered at police stations


KARACHI: The Sindh government has constituted public participation committees headed by nazims of their respective union councils to keep vigil for terrorist activities in their areas, especially in Karachi.


Besides other steps necessary for ensuring peace, the committees would also evolve a community watch system in their respective areas, so that no miscreant or unidentified person could obtain houses or premises on rent.


All estate dealers have been bound to have their clients registered at the concerned police station, to whom they would provide rented premises.


“The committees would ensure participation of public at large for a neighbourhood watch system regarding rented premises with a view to ensure that no unidentified miscreant is allowed to obtain any premises on rent, and also that all tenants are properly registered at the police station in the area,” stated an official notification issued by the Sindh Home Department on Saturday.


According to the notification the committees have been constituted “to ensure participation of community in general, and of the public representatives in particular, for ensuring peace and harmony in the localities, and to ensure that no miscreants or terrorists are facilitated or allowed to operate.”


The nazims of concerned union councils would act as conveners of the committee, having representation of the station house officers of local police stations, councillors of their respective union councils, secretaries of the union councils, civil society activists to be nominated by the deputy district officers (revenue) of the concerned towns, and representatives of business and trade associations to be nominated by heads of the organisations.


The committees would also oversee and monitor security deployment or arrangements of all establishments existing in their areas, including education institutions. The secretary of the union councils would convene meetings of the committees in consultation with nazims or conveners of the union councils at least once in two weeks. The secretaries would also maintain the record of the meetings and communicate it to the home department for information. 


The committees have also been asked to inform regional town police officers, DIG (range), and the special home secretary about instructions they would issue to their respective SHOs. 


Meanwhile talking to reporters, Provincial Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza has said no estate dealers could rent houses without permission of the police stations of their areas.


Responding to a question, he said a crackdown has been launched in the city against illegal immigrants and those foreigners residing in madrassas without having the required documents. 


To another question, he confirmed the intelligence reports that provincial ministers were on the hit list of terrorists. He appreciated the efforts of the police and other law enforcement agencies to strengthen the security in the city. 

To a question, the minister said that camps would also be established in Sindh for the internally displaced persons (IDPs) coming from Waziristan, however, no IDP family from Waziristan has so far arrived in the province.

(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 01/11/2009)

Proposed land use bill

Review of amenity plot conversion feared

If the proposed Sindh Protection and Prohibition of Amenity Plots Bill-2009, pertaining to the conversion of amenity plots for other purposes, is accepted and approved by Sindh Assembly in its present form, it is likely to “legalise” hundreds of acres, because it will take effect from May 3, 1994, according to concerned citizens.


The Bill also implies that plots reserved for schools, hospitals, graveyards, parks and mausoleums can be converted for use for other purposes, as the law provides to make the provincial assembly the legal forum for allowing change of land use in respect of amenity plots, they said.


Change of land use has happened in the past, especially during governor’s rule in Sindh. Passing a law with retrospective effect from a specific date of May 2, 1994, however, raises questions and suspicions regarding who will benefit from this law, said Dr Noman Ahmed of the NED University. Explanations and clarifications are therefore required to remove suspicions, he said.

A technical committee should be set up to review the matter case-by-case and recommend change of land use, he suggested, adding that the committee should comprise professionals and maintain neutrality.


Dr Ahmed said that the Sindh Assembly is a legislative body and the issue of changing land use is a technical matter, which requires technical solutions. It is the responsibility of technical bodies to decide such matters. If the provincial legislature is made a legal forum to allow change of land use in respect of amenity plots, it would make land use a “political issue”, which would be detrimental to almost all settlements in Sindh.


Former city Nazim Naimatullah Khan has asked why the proposed bill is being made applicable from May 2, 1994. “It shows that someone’s personal interests are being protected,” he said, adding that amenity plots should be protected at all times.


About making Sindh Assembly as legal forum to change land use, he said that there should not be change of land use. “When you make such provisions, then a window is being opened to convert amenity plots, and land use should not be changed. If this is adopted then you may change Gutter Baghicha and other amenity plots as well.


Amenity plots are reserved for the health and recreation of people and when you make a provision for its possible change then it is likely to be changed,” he added.


Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (Shehri-CBE), an NGO, said that the government wants retrospect effect of the bill from May 2, 1994, because the then-governor Mehmood A. Haroon had amended the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) order of 1957 in May 1994, by inserting Section 52-A under which no amenity plot could be converted for other purposes. This section says that the use of plots for parks, schools, mosques, hospitals, playgrounds, etc. cannot be changed.


“Now the government wants to change it. It means that graveyards, mausoleums and parks can be changed into housing schemes. Who knows, Gora Qabristan might be changed into high-rise buildings through this law, as it is located on prime land,” a Shehri-CBE representative said.


He further said that parliamentary democrats came to power with the trust of the people and this is a major shift of policy which they cannot introduce before having recourse to the public. Plots reserved for graveyards, parks, public places, hospitals and schools are sacrosanct in the world. MPAs should not introduce it before going to public.


“If they want to bring this major policy shift regarding the change of land use, legislators should get the consent of their constituents since it would affect the whole province,” he said.


“It is a major policy decision since open spaces would not remain safe. MPAs should go to public and make it part of their party’s election manifesto in next elections. Opposition parties should also make it part of their election manifesto and seek reaction of their voters as to how they react when the graveyards, mausoleums, parks, schools and hospitals would be changed,” he added.


The Shehri-CBE representative further referred to the Bill as “dishonest.”

“With a retrospect effect for 15 years, it would legalise several hundred acres of prime land comprising amenity plots to be used for other purposes,” he said.


Meanwhile, Sindh Law Secretary Ghulam Nabi Shah said that it was the power of the legislature to give a retrospective effect to any law and this is not an unusual thing.

He said that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) law also has a retrospective effect as it was made applicable from 1985. He said that the purpose of the proposed Bill was to end the misuse of amenity plots if it had occurred in the past and to rectify the situation.


To a question as to why the assembly was being made a legal forum to change use of land policy as MPAs did not happen to be city planners, he said that legislators represent people and will take decisions in the interest of the people. “The Assembly is the legislative institution and they have the power to bring legislation for land use policy,” he added.


The proposed Bill defines an amenity plot as a “piece of land granted, earmarked, used or intended to be used for parks, gardens, playgrounds, graveyards, roads, hospitals, schools, colleges, educational institutions, both nationalized and denationalized, health institutions, reading rooms, libraries, community centers, treatment plants, power house, place for religious worship and open places kept for easement or expansion other than residential, commercial, industrial or for cottage industry”.


The Bill says that amenity plots may be converted to or utilised for any other purposes through a resolution passed by the provincial assembly.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 02/11/2009)
Zardari, Bilawal buy 300 acres of Islamabad land for peanuts

ISLAMABAD: A private company owned by President Asif Ali Zardari and his son Bilawal Zardari purchased 2,460 Kanals (307 acres) of prime land in Islamabad in March 2009, valued at a CDA price of over Rs 2 billion, for a mere Rs 62 million, proving after a long wait that a 1997 NAB reference against Zardari for the same deal was justified, but had to be dropped then for lack of some missing links.


The deal which Zardari was accused of in 1997, was thus completed this March, 15 years later, after a complex process of legal cases, suits and counter-suits, between a person once declared by the then government as a front man of Asif Ali Zardari, another person believed to be closely associated with the president and a private company that is jointly owned by the president, his son and a few others.

Documents and legal papers, including the sale deed and court judgments given by the PCO-led Islamabad High Court, available with The News, prove that a Karachi-based private company, Park Lane Estates (Pvt) Ltd, purchased almost 2,500 Kanals of land near Sangjani from Faisal Sakhi Butt, who himself purchased the land from a Pakistani-American living in Houston, USA, named Muhammad Nasir Khan, for merely Rs 62 million. Nasir Khan was the original purchaser of this land in 1994 and was declared to be the front man of Zardari in the Ehtesab Bureau reference filed against him in 1997.


The latest officially CDA-assessed price of similar land, adjacent to the land in question, is Rs 850,000 per Kanal. If the Park Lane land is assessed on the basis of the rate fixed by the CDA, its market valuewould be around Rs 2 billion for the entire lot. A big chunk of land, adjacent to the presidentís land, is being acquired by the CDA at this rate although Zardari and his company got it for only Rs 25,000 per Kanal, a magic deal by all standards.


However, what is important to note is the fact that all the legal requirements were met in the purchase and transfer of this land to Park Lane Estates Pvt Ltd.


According to the Form-A Annual Return of this company, its share capital, as reflected in the SECP record, shows it has 120,000 shares of which Asif Ali Zardari and Bilawal Ali Zardari own 30,000 shares each. Zardari is shown as a Director and his son as a member with four others who appear as members and debenture holders.


Another man closely associated with Zardari, Muhammad Iqbal Memon of Federal B Area Karachi, is not only the Chief Executive of the company but is also reflected as its director besides owning 30,000 shares. Three other persons with the same address as that of Iqbal Memon own the remaining 30,000 shares. Memon was himself a much wanted man after the dismissal of the second Benazir government.


Besides President Zardari and Muhammad Iqbal Memon, the other directors are Rahmatullah Habib, Muhammad Younus and Altaf Hussain. All these directors and Bilawal Ali Zardari own the total 120,000 shares of the company as on August 31, 2008.


The purchase of the land at a throw-away price raises numerous questions about the president and his reported role in acquisition of the land in 1994, allegedly forcing the owners to sell their land to Nasir Khan, referred to in the Ehtesab Bureau reference as a front man. From him another middleman purchased the land in 2007 and when the PPP returned to power in 2008, the entire land was transferred to the company owned by Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto, the PPP Chairman.


The company documents prove that Zardari and Bilawal were majority shareholders, which raises questions about misuse of power and conflict of interest in such situations. The same charges were levelled by the Ehtesab Bureau in 1997 but then there were several missing links as the land had not been transferred into Zardari’s company’s name.


Now these documents and the March 2009 deal prove comprehensively that the 1997 reference against Zardari had considerable weight but remained inconclusive. After 15 years the purchase of the same land at such a low price has provided the evidence that the land belonged actually to Zardari then and had been legalised now. Otherwise there is no one in the world who would sell land worth Rs 2 billion at only a fraction of the market price, that is Rs 62 million. 


Interviews with locals of the area also show that everyone in Sangjani knows that the land belongs to Zardari, who, according to some, had even visited the land during Benazir Bhuttoís second tenure.


When in 1997 the Ehtesab Bureau led by Mian Saifur Rehman had initiated a case against Zardari, the FIA had arrested some persons in the case. Media reports in 1997 had then alleged that Zardari had forcibly acquired this 2,500 Kanals of land forcibly, uprooting 300 families, to set up a polo ground and a riding pavilion in Sangjani, 25 minutes from main Islamabad.


Former Ehtesab Bureau chairman Saifur Rehman had told a news conference on June 10, 1997 (reported in newspapers the next day) that the then chairman of CDA, now late Shafi Sehwani, a PPP-appointee, was also involved in the land scam.


Some local residents including Sardar Ishaque, Raja Mehboob Elahi and Haji Bashir had also then appeared before reporters and had claimed that they had been forced to sell their land at a throw away price in 1994 and Zardari wanted to build a polo ground in Sangjani.


It was then said that a US resident Nasir Khan had been used as a front man by Zardari. According to a 1997 news report Nasir Khan was instrumental in making the deals with the owners, whose lands were reported to have been forcibly acquired by the revenue administration of Islamabad, not for official projects but for private ownership of Nasir Khan, who was said to be acting for Zardari.


In his complaint, one Ishaque narrated at that time the details of how he was summoned in August 1994 by the then Tehsildar of Islamabad, Tariq Haideri, and taken to the PMís House to convince him to sell his land measuring 392 Kanals 8 Marlas, at the rate of Rs 4,000 per Kanal, which even at that time was much below the prevailing market price. Ishaque was later forced to sign an agreement at the residence of Nasir Khan and was told that if he did not cooperate his land would be acquired through CDA at the rate of Rs 2,900 per Kanal. From 1997 till recently, nothing changed on the ground as Nasir Khan remained the legal owner of the land. NAB also could not do much because of some key missing links.


However, in an important development in 2007 Faisal Sakhi Butt, another friend of Zardari, filed a civil suit in an Islamabad civil court claiming that he had purchased the same land measuring 2,460 Kanals and 17 Marlas on 18-1-2007 from Nasir Khan for Rs 62 million.


He told the court that in May 2007, he paid Nasir Khan Rs 61 million, leaving a balance of Rs 1 million. Butt said that he wrote to Nasir Khan, who lives in Houston, USA, to execute the necessary Sale Deed in his favour before Sub Registrar Islamabad but did not receive any reply. He prayed before the court for a judgment and a decree against the defendant, Nasir Khan. It appears that the men were fighting a mock battle in a court to legalise the transfer of the massive land.

Nasir Khan in his reply from USA did not contest the charges and conceded almost everything that Butt demanded and explained that due to his business pre-occupation coupled with ill health he could not leave USA and come to Pakistan for execution of Sale Deed in favour of Butt. He also did not deny the prayer clause and allowed the court to proceed in favour of Butt after paying balance sale consideration of Rs 1 million to him through his counsel.


Accordingly the civil court in June 2008 decided in favour of Butt and referred the case to the Islamabad High Court where Butt had gone for the execution of his decree. On Nov 11, 2008, Nasir Khanís counsel told the IHC that he has no objection to the execution of the sale deed through an official of the court in favour of Butt or his nominee/assignee. Buttís counsel stated that he was going to file the assignment deed in the court, therefore, an adjournment for three weeks be granted. The court fixed December 16th as the next date for hearing of the case.


On December 16, 2008 Zardariís Park Lane Estates Pvt Limited figured for the first time when Buttís counsel told the IHC the decree as well as the rights ensuing from the decree had been assigned in favour of Park Lane Estates of Karachi by Butt for which a new execution petition would be filed on behalf of Park Lane Estates the same day.


It was done accordingly and quickly and the case was turned from the previous Faisal Sakhi Butt vs. Muhammad Nasir Khan to Park Lane Estates (Pvt) Limited vs Muhammad Nasir Khan (defendant) and Faisal Sakhi Butt (original decree holder). According to this petition, Butt sold his decree to Park Lane Estates. The Park Lane Estates told the IHC that it had paid Rs 46 million to Butt as per Deed of Assignment dated 27-11-2008.


Consequently on January 29, 2009 the then PCO Chief Justice of the IHC passed the following order: ìLearned counsel for respondent No. 1 (Nasir Khan) as well as respondent No. 2 (Faisal Butt), both have no objection for assignment of the decree in favour of Park Lane Estates (Pvt) Ltd.


2. Office is directed to prepare amended decree accordingly.


3. There is no objection on behalf of respondent No. 1 for execution of amended decree. Learned counsel for respondent No. 1 states that Muhammad Nasir Khan is living in USA and is not able to personally sign the sale deed.


4. Both the parties pray that an official of this court be appointed to appear before the Registrar and execute the sale deed on behalf of vendee/judgment debtor.


5. Mr Noor Muhammad (Reader of this Court) is directed to appear before the Registrar, to sign the sale deed and admit its execution/registration.


6. Petitioner is directed to place on record the sale deed, printed/typed on the stamp papers, valued according to the value of suit property, within two weeks. He shall also deposit Rs 10,000/- as fee of Official of Court.


7. Disposed of accordingly.


Sign Chief Justice.
Accordingly a sale deed was made on March 3, 2009 between Nasir Khan, represented by IHC reader Noor Muhammad and Park Lane Estates and registered by Joint/Sub Registrar Islamabad after payment of just Rs 1,240,000 as CVT. Later the revenue department issued a FARD on June 29, 2009 reflecting the sale of land by Nasir Khan to Park Lane Estates for a mere Rs 62 million.


Everything went smoothly and hassle free. Nasir Khan and Faisal Butt cooperated in a slavish manner and transferred the land to Park Lane Estates, owned by the President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari. 


Nasir Khan is still in the US and is considered a close associate of the president. Faisal Butt is also closely associated with President Zardari, who had informally made Butt the monitor on CDA last year. ìI am making my own input in the CDA so that the development activity paces up,î he had told The News on January 23rd. In the same story, he was identified as close friend of the president. No one denied any point in the story then.


Butt is today the most important person for CDA affairs and dealings in the federal capital. Faisal is member of the Islamabad Development Steering Committee, which is led by Babar Awan. PPP Senator Nayyar Bukhari is another member.


Despite repeated efforts Butt was not available for comments. A senior staffer of The News visited what is believed to be his ìsecret officeî situated at House No 5, street 8, F-6/3 at least thrice on Monday but he was shy to face the media. Repeated messages were also dropped at his mobile that was attended every time by his PA, who introduced himself as Bukht.


The spokesman of the presidency Farhatullah Babar when approached by The News initially denied that President Zardari had any shares in any company by the name of Park Lane Estates (Pvt) Limited and said that these are speculative allegations. Babar, however, admitted that a case regarding Sangjani lands against Zardari was initiated in 1997 but it was closed down as there were no evidences available to prove the alleged corruption.


When Babar was informed that the SECP documents show Asif Ali Zardari as one of the directors of the company while his son Bilawal Ali Zardari was also a share holder of equal status, he said he was not in the knowledge of any such thing. 


Regarding the allegations that Nasir Khan was front man of Zardari for the purchase of this land in mid-90s Babar again showed his ignorance. When asked whether he knew that a close friend of President Zardari, Faisal Sakhi Butt first purchased this land from Nasir Khan at a throw away price and then sold it at the same price to Park Lane Estates owned by President Zardari, Babar again showed his ignorance.


Another important player of this whole deal Muhammad Iqbal Memon, when contacted, confirmed to The News that he is Chief Executive of Park Lane Estates (Pvt) Ltd. When asked whether President Zardari and his son Bilawal are the directors/share holders of his company, Memon said that he did not remember exactly. 


Asked whether it was true that Park Lane Estates had purchased 2,460 Kanals of land in Sangjani Islamabad for merely Rs 62 million, Memon initially said that he didnít want to talk on the issue. When pressed to answer the question and asked if President Zardari, who is also a director of his company, had used the influence of his office for getting this land at a throw away price, he said: “No, no such influence was used. It was a fair business deal.î (Mohammad Ahmed Noorani contributed to this story)

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 03/11/2009)
Zardari land deal raising legal issues

ISLAMABAD: The controversial land purchase deal of 2,460 kanals by a company, owned by the president and his son, is also raising a number of legal questions pertaining to this transaction.


The News had reported on Tuesday that the company had purchased 2,460 kanals of prime land in Islamabad in March 2009, valued at a CDA price of over Rs02 billion, at just Rs62 million.


According to a source, the court decree in favour of the Park Lane Estate (Pvt) Ltd also raises the fundamental question if the law, regulating specific performance suits, is not misused. The source, who is a legal expert and presently doing a job that does not allow him to come on the record, said that sub-Section 2 of Section of Civil Procedure Code (CPC) defines term decree and clearly reflects that for awarding of a decree, there must be a controversy between the parties on an issue or issues.


In other words there must be a cause of action with an individual against another to establish it in a court of law. It is universal canon of law that no case lies in court if there is no cause of action. Under sub-rule (a) of order 7 rule 11 of code, a plaint/case shall be out rightly rejected by the court if it does not discloses a cause of action.


In the Park Lane Estate case, the source said the case was brought against Nasir Khan for specific performance of an agreement on the ground that he has denied execution of agreement to sell for which he had received substantial amount and only Rs01 million remained unpaid. Defendant Nasir Khan admitted the claim as and when he filed written statement. Thus there remained no matter in dispute between the parties as they had nothing to agitate before the court. In this view of the matter, the source insists that the suit was barred under rule 1 of order 15, which says that parties not at issue. Where at the 1st hearing of a suit it appears that the parties are not at issue on any question of law or of fact, the court may at once pronounce judgment. It is said that there are a plethora of case laws, which deprecates granting of consent decrees to parties for the purpose of evasion of government dues and taxes. As the awarding of consent decree is alien to code; therefore, no appeal lies there against under sub-Section 3 of Section 96 of the code.


On the question of maintainability of an execution petition of a consent decree, the source added, the Lahore High Court in case titled Ghulam Mohd Vs Zubaida Begum has held that consent decree is non appealable and non-executable as at the most a decree for consent connotes parties willingness towards performance of an agreement. He said that the same has repeatedly been upheld by superior courts as reported in 1984 CLC 874, P 1996 D 234,A 1932 B 466.


The source disclosed that former Chief Justice of the Peshawar High Court, Justice Usman Ali Shah, had to issue a general circular in 1988 throughout the province, directing courts to stop forthwith passing consent decrees brought for evasion of taxes through recording lesser values of lands against prevailing market rates.


Senior Supreme Court lawyer Akram Shaikh, talking to The News, said that despite the court’s decree, any local resident of the Sangjani, Islamabad, can file a civil suit in the court of law for his right of pre-emption over the land purchased by the president’s company at throwaway prices.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-01, 06/11/2009)
Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek president’s murder

Baloch-dominated areas remain tense


KARACHI: Tension and fear continued to grip various Baloch-dominated areas of the city on Sunday especially Pak Colony, Old Golimar and Gutter Baghicha, following the killing of Nisar Hussain Baloch, the chairman of the Karachi NGOs’ Alliance and also the president of the Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek (GBBT), on Saturday. 
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These areas were still observing a complete shutdown of business and activities in protest, and roads connecting them to other parts of the city were blocked. Those attending the funeral of Baloch on Sunday strongly condemned the brutal assassination and chanted slogans against the PPP and MQM leadership. Also on the occasion, some men restored to aerial firing, even though a heavy contingent of law enforcers were deputed in the area. His funeral prayers were offered at 10am in the premises of the KB Contractor School, Golimar and later he was laid to rest at Mewashah graveyard which was attended by many people including the relatives of the slain GBBT president, and several Baloch nationalist leaders including Hameed Sajna of the Balochistan Nationalist Party, Rasool Bux Aasi of the BNP-Awami, Jawad Baloch of the Baloch Student Organisation (BSO) and Abdul Wahab Baloch of the Baloch Rights Council.


Others who attended included Jamat-e-Islami leader Mohammad Hussain Mehnti and Mama Younus Baloch, who was the former adviser to Sindh chief minister and is currently associated with the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam. It is pertinent to mention here that the deceased was also associated with the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) but none of the party leaders attended his funeral. 


Baloch was among the staunch opponents of the illegal encroachments on Gutter Baghicha land, and as a result was in the land grabbers’ bad books, allegedly backed by an influential political outfit of the city. He had also addressed a press conference just a day before his killing against the occupation of Gutter Baghicha land and accused a political party of backing illegal encroachments.


While talking to Daily Times, Nasir Kareem Baloch, another Baloch leader and a close associate of the deceased, accused the police and the government, stating that due to political pressure, the police is not booking the people accused by the victim’s family of involvement in the murder.


The police were still clueless and unable to get a lead against the culprits involved in the assassination of the Baloch leader.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/11/2009)

No Sepa NOC for seafront building, tribunal told

KARACHI, Nov 10: The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency submitted before the Environmental Protection Tribunal (Sindh) on Tuesday that it had rejected the proposal of a private builder seeking an environmental clearance from it within two months for the construction of a multi-storey commercial building along the Clifton coastline. 


The EPT was hearing a petition moved by Sepa against the alleged violation of Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. The act states that nobody shall commence the construction or operation of a project without filing an initial environmental examination, or environmental-impact assessment, report to Sepa and obtaining a no-objection certificate from it. 


The tribunal, headed by Ashraf Jahan, comprised technical and legal experts Samiuzzaman and Abdul Karim Memon. Jabir Ahmed, a respondent, and Arshad M. Tayebaly, on behalf of another respondent, appeared before it. Sepa was represented by its Director-General Naeem A. Mughal and Deputy District Public Prosecutor Abdul Maroof. 


The DG in his reply submitted before the tribunal on Tuesday reiterated that the International Complex Project Limited – the owner and developer of the Harbour Front Building – had violated environmental protection laws and he being the complainant in the case was not satisfied with the builder’s statement made before the EPT on Nov 3 pledging to submit an environmental impact-assessment report to Sepa within two months. The EPT might proceed in the matter on merit, he further submitted. 


Before adjourning the hearing to Nov 24 for arguments, the EPT chairperson also asked the Sepa DG to submit a written reply to the builders’ statement of Nov 3 within half an hour. 


Later, DDPP Abdul Maroof told this reporter that the tribunal chairperson after submission of the reply by Sepa had called him and the respondents’ lawyers in her chamber and said that both parties should come with details and documents about the time of the initiation of the construction, and construction plans of the project. 


Ice-factory case 

Hearing another petition filed by Sarfraz Ali against the functioning of an ice factory in a residential area, where he also lives, the tribunal observed that the case was maintainable and summons should be issued to all respondents in the case for Nov 24. 


In a previous hearing, while seeking the closure of its operation or relocating to some industrial area, the complainant had explained the problems and risks created by the factory, including a leakage of ammonia gas, noise and environmental pollutions. 


Through the public prosecutor, Sepa had submitted details about the disposal of wastewater being discharged by the factory; impact of the discharge of ammonia and sodium chloride in the air; the name of the authority that had issued a licence to it and for how long.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-13, 11/11/2009)

Anti-land mafia activist shot dead

Karachi NGO Alliance and Trans Lyari Bachao Tehreek Chairman Nisar Hussain Baloch was gunned down on Saturday morning by two motorcyclists near the Love-Lines Bridge, within the limits of the Soldier Bazaar police station, the police and eyewitnesses said.


45-year-old Nisar Baloch, who was a popular figure in Paki Colony and a symbol of resistance against the occupation of Gutter Baghicha since the era of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was shot dead around 10:15 am near Old Golimar Bridge, which is now known as Love-Lines Bridge. He had left his house on his motorbike to buy a newspaper.


Eye witnesses and the police said two assailants on a motorbike intercepted him and shot at him indiscriminately. He was severely injured by four bullets, two of which hit him in the head. Despite this, he tried to escape on his bike and managed to cross the bridge, but finally fell down on Garden Road.


The police reached the scene after residents of the area informed them about the incident. Later, Edhi volunteers shifted Baloch to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK), where he was pronounced dead at the arrival.

The police said that the attackers used 9mm pistols, and managed to escape. Two passersby, identified as 40-year-old Yousuf and 31-year-old Tariq were also injured in the attack. They were shifted to the CHK, where their condition was said to be out of danger.


Riots erupted in Pak Colony and the adjoining areas soon after the target-killing. Enraged youths blocked roads, pelted stones at passing vehicles and forcibly closed down businesses in the vicinity.


Baloch was the chairman of the Karachi NGOs Alliance, and as one of the staunchest opponents of illegal encroachments on Gutter Baghicha, had been in the bad books of land-grabbers.


On Friday, Baloch had addressed a press conference at the Karachi Press Club against the occupation of the Gutter Baghicha land, and had accused an ethnic political party of backing these illegal encroachments. In the press conference, Baloch had urged the Sindh High Court and the chief justice of Pakistan to take notice of the issue, because according to him, even the Sindh chief minister was helpless in protecting the land from occupants.


An FIR (no.331/09) under Sections 302 and 324/34 has been registered against unidentified suspects on the complaint of Baloch’s cousin, Nooruddin.


The latter told journalists that Baloch had spoken about his would-be killers during his press conference on Friday. “That press conference is the FIR for Nisar Baloch’s murder,” Nooruddin said.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 08/11/2009)
Gutter Baghicha over the years

Nisar Baloch, a resident of Old Golimar and an activist endeavouring to save Gutter Bagicha, was gunned down in cold blood near his house on Saturday morning.


On Friday, he addressed a news conference at the Karachi Press Club on an issue that he was extremely passionate about: saving Gutter Bagicha Park for the beneficial use of the hundreds of thousands of poor people who lived in the congested vicinity. Gutter Baghicha, situated at Manghopir Road, was originally spread over 1,016 acres, but has being encroached upon by citizens, government officials and the land mafia since long.


In an interview with The News some two months ago, Baloch said that Gutter Baghicha was first encroached upon by immigrants arriving in Pakistan after the Partition of the subcontinent in 1947. As a result, several colonies, including Asif Colony, Hasrat Mohani Colony, Zuberi Colony, and Wilayatabad were established on parcels of land from the Baghicha.The government constructed a boundary wall around these new colonies that were spread over 480 acres, according to Baloch.


Had it been confined to the needs of impoverished refugees, perhaps nobody would have made an objection over the encroachment. However, government officials were also eyeing the prime land, Baloch had told The News.


The minutes of a meeting held on March 7, 1993 at the secretariat of the Sindh local government (LG) minister had stated: “On the request of the KMC [now-defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation] Officers Cooperative Housing Society, the [LG minister] had passed an order that 200 acres of KMC land at Sewage Farm, Manghopir Road, may be granted to them for housing purposes at the rate of Rs10 per sq. yard (occupancy value) and at the rate of Rs15 per sq. yard (developmental charges). The matter was discussed and all the participants concerned agreed to [the proposal]. It was unanimously decided that senior director [of] land and estate [or the] KMC council director may put up CR accordingly.” The minutes were signed by the then-Sindh LG minister, Mohammad Irshad Ahmad.


On July 25, 1993, Section Officer-IV Muhammad Siddique Dar, issued a letter on behalf of the Sindh secretary, stating: “In exercise of powers conferred by Section 45(5) (i) of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance-1979, the Sindh government [has approved] the KMC Council Resolution no.2, dated March 11, 1993, regarding the allotment of 200 acres of waste KMC land in Sewage Farm, Manghopir Road, Karachi, in favour of the KMC Officers Cooperative Housing Society for allotment to its registered members, at the rate of Rs10 per sq. yard occupancy value plus development charges at the rate of Rs15 per sq. yard, for residential purposes, on a 99-years lease, on the terms and conditions specified in the resolution.”


Things, however, were not destined to pass so smoothly. The minutes of a September 12, 2001, meeting of the Anti-Corruption Committee (ACC)-1 of the Sindh services general administration & coordination department’s enquiries and anti-corruption establishment, discussed the “illegal allotment of land survey no.108/10.K 28 Trans Lyari Sewerage Farm Municipal Garden, Gutter Baghicha Manghopir Road, Karachi” for 200 acres at the rate of Rs10 per sq. yard for KMC Officers Cooperative Housing Society.


The ACC-1 decided to register a case against the then-municipal commissioner, Allauddin Sabir, and the then-senior director of the KMC land and estate, Syed Tanveer Abbas Naqvi. The ACC-1 also decided to hold an open enquiry against Shafi Ahmed Ansari, the then-deputy director (land) of the KMC.


However, no action was taken against any of the three men. A letter written on November 15, 2003, by the then-LG chairman, Brig. (retd) Mukhtar Ahmed, stated: “Despite a lapse of two years, the decision of the ACC-1 has not been complied with. So many reminders have been issued but a response is not forthcoming.”


On February 12, 2004, LG special secretary, Muhammad Ayub Shaikh, wrote a letter to the then-city Nazim Naimatullah Khan, stating that although it was decided on September 12, 2001, to cancel the allotment of 200 acres out of Survey No.108/10-K-28, Trans Lyari, Gutter Baghicha, the decision of the ACC-I had neither been complied nor has any progress been intimated.


According to Sheri-Citizens for a Better Environment (Shehri-CBE), a civic rights organisation, in 1993, after some 530 of the 1,017 acres had been swallowed up by various mafias, the government decided to allot 200 acres to the KMC Officers’ Cooperative Housing Society, and auction cottage industry plots on 50 acres of Gutter Baghicha. Concerned citizens and area residents, appalled at this proposed desecration of the remaining amenity park space, filed a human rights petition in the Supreme Court. The very concept of establishing a housing colony on an amenity park plot is anathema, especially in a situation where there is a severe paucity of open spaces, parks and playgrounds for the burgeoning population of this city.


Nisar Baloch doggedly followed the case through various courts, which seemed not to give this critical issue of public interest the attention it deserved. Presently, a suit is pending in the high court, where co-petitioners include Ardeshir Cowasjee, Abdul Sattar Edhi, Shehri-CBE and other concerned citizens. Despite a status quo order, over the past six months, various mafias have invaded the amenity plot and have constructed houses on about 30 acres of park land.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 08/11/2009)
Urban planning parameters changed by coercive agencies

The concept of a “global city” has been pushed by three coercive institutions — the United Nations, the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) — in the wake of the end of a multi-polar world; all parameters of urban planning have therefore been changed, said noted architect and town planner Arif Hasan.

He was speaking on Thursday at a panel discussion on “Global City — a Citizen’s Perspective,” organised by Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (Shehri-CBE) and the architecture and urban planning department of the NED University of Engineering and Technology. 


Hasan said that the welfare state model was born out of an “uneasy reconciliation” of capitalism and its opponents. After the collapse of the socialist empire, however, the concept of “global city” was pushed forward in the wake of globalisation.

“A global city is one that has to be branded,” he said. “It has to have iconic architecture and it does not cater to the needs of local commerce.”


Hasan said that in the model which was operative in Karachi, the most dangerous aspect was that land had become a commodity. 


In the first five years of globalisation, as many as 18 million people have lost their homes, he regretted. Furthermore, as a result of WTO policies, underground economy was no longer underground and had gone into real estate; it was pressuring local government, building by-laws were being changed, and whoever opposed these changes was being killed, he said.


There is no solution without a vision, and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has a definite vision, he said, adding that he was worried about young people and the future generations, because there are no housing schemes; education is not a priority; and culture is being obliterated in the new scheme of things.


Hasan said that the people of Pakistan were the inheritors of one of the three greatest civilisations of the world. “That is our identity, besides being Muslims and Pakistanis,” he said.


The Karachi Strategic Development Plan-2020 has many good things, but suggestions made by experts and planners were never implemented, he said.


Economist Haris Gazdar said that if one sees the concept of a “global city” from the point of view of economics, it was “neo-liberalism.” He said that along with “global connections” there should also be “local articulation.” Gazdar pointed out that the negative aspect of a “global city” was that there was less manufacturing as compared to services sector.


The concept of a “global city” is a “dangerous aspiration” because a city is part of state-building. He said that the role of state-building in Pakistan went into oblivion after the Pakistan National Alliance (PNA) movement in 1977 and it would be dangerous if Karachi becomes a part of the global economy, but was disconnected from its hinterland. 


Rolland d’Souza, an electrical engineer associated with Shehri-CBE, said, “We don’t have the basic building material for a global city.”  “It is necessary to simplify lives rather than aspire to become a consumer-oriented city because there is not enough to consume,” he remarked. d’Souza pointed out that Karachi’s population has increased by a multiple of 40 since 1947, while the population of Pakistan has increased five times and the global population has increased three times during this period.


“We are on the path to collapse,” he said, adding that 50 to 60 per cent of the population of Karachi was condemned to living in “katchi abadis”. “People don’t look at what is realistic in the long run; they look for what is profitable now,” he said.


Prof. Durriya Qazi said that Karachi may not be a great place for some people to live in, but it was an addiction. “The beauty of Karachi is its people,” she said. 


“It is a collection of villages. I see Karachi as having several layers and you can approach it from many perspectives.”

“We were still waiting for the census; it will put things in perspective,” NED Department of Architecture and Planning Chairman Dr Noman Ahmed said. “The vast majority of Karachi comprises young people. Let’s hope attention is paid to them.”


Farhan Anwar of Shehri-CBE was of the opinion that globalisation is basically “talking about integration.” He said that global cities represent the centres of power from where the levers of authority are manipulated. “The needs of the poor should not be overlooked as we plan to make Karachi more attractive for business,” he said.


Masooma Shakir said that Karachi’s multi-cultural and multi-ethnic population should be provided an opportunity to give their input in the development of the city. Gibran Peshimam also spoke on the occasion.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 13/11/2009)
Vacating thousands of acres of govt land

Body formed to deal with land mafia


KARACHI: The Sindh Revenue Department has finalised arrangements for setting up ‘Anti-Encroachment Force’ to vacate thousands of acres of government land encroached by land mafia. The body is likely to start functioning from next month. 


“The force would have its own police stations, and could register first information reports (FIRs) against culprits,” said the Sindh Revenue Minister, Jam Mehtab Dahar while talking to journalists on Friday. 


He was listening to complaints of common people at the CM’s Complaint Cell. 

According to him initially the force would consist of 500 persons, including male and female constables and officers. Some 450 persons are being appointed in this regard, while the remaining 50 personnel would be inducted from the police department, he said, adding that the force could also call the police and Rangers when needed. 


The minister said that the force would curtail land encroachment and arrest land grabbers. According to him land encroachment has become a serious issue, which at times even creates law and order problems. He said that Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah has agreed to provide 50 police personnel initially for revenue force who will also train the new recruits.


He also referred to the passage of bill in the Sindh Assembly regarding manipulation of revenue record and said that all those employees of the department found involved would face severe action and in this regard soon he will be holding a meeting with minister Anti-Corruption for early completion of inquiries against officials who are involved in manipulation.


Dahar warned the department officials to desist from unethical practices that not only hurt their reputation and pride but that of the department as well. The minister said that being government employees the officials of the department should work with dedication without favour and fear. 


He said they must ensure that every action taken by them should be in accordance with the rules and law; they must also ensure that encroachments that are unlawful and illegal are removed at the earliest and further encroachers of land be apprehended and booked under the relevant law.

(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 14/11/2009)

SHC issues notices to DHA in land conversion case

KARACHI, Nov 16: The Sindh High Court on Monday issued notices to the Defence Housing Authority and two others in a lawsuit challenging the construction on a plot meant for green belt in Phase V of the Defence area. 


Justice Musheer Alam adjourned till Nov 24 the hearing of the lawsuit filed by Sayyid Yusuf Husain Shirazi, a resident of Defence, against three defendants, the DHA, Mrs Nafees Yasin Malik and Mohammed Yasin Malik. 


The plaintiff claimed that the triangular plot (35/1) at the Khayaban-i-Jabal was given to Mrs Nafees Yasin Malik with clear understanding to develop a green belt over it. 


He stated that the DHA had now taken a U-turn by treating it as extra land and the defendants were proceeding with post-haste to initiate construction work on the land. 

The plaintiff stated that the triangular open space being part of the road was meant to be used as a park for the public in general and the residents of the neighbourhoods in particular. 


He submitted that the defendants had tried to encroach upon the open space in 1980 when they had also constructed a wall enclosing the triangular space. However, he added, the DHA demolished the construction. 


The plaintiff submitted that the defendants were influential and resourceful people and they did not allow the DHA to convert the open space into a park. 


He stated that again in 1990 the defendants started construction of compound walls around the open space and he lodged a complaint against the construction with the DHA. 


The plaintiff submitted that later the administrator of the DHA visited the spot and an agreement was reached between the defendants and the residents of the area that the part of the plot at both sides of the corner of the open space would be left open. However, he stated, that he had to file a suit in court when the defendants started constructing high walls on the open space. 


The plaintiff submitted that the DHA later confirmed to have given the open space to the defendants on her request for developing it into a green park. 


He stated that the DHA took a U-turn in 2009 saying that the plot was not for a park and that the land was given to the defendant on her request as extra land. 


The plaintiff stated that the DHA was allegedly attempting to change the status of the plot at the behest of the defendants. 


The plaintiff prayed to the court to declare that the open space could only be used for a park. 


He also sought a permanent injunction restraining the defendants from carrying out any construction. 

The judge observed: “It is, however, made clear that in case it (triangular plot) is established as green belt or meant for green area, the construction, if any, will be subject to order of the court”. 


Stay on infrastructure tax collection extended 


The Sindh High Court extended stay on the recovery of the public utility charges, commonly known as the infrastructure tax, imposed by the City District Government Karachi. 


A division bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah was hearing a petition against the imposition of the infrastructure tax. 


While putting off the hearing till Nov 25, the bench directed the Sindh government law officer to place on record the record of fire and conservancy tax for the past five years. 

The levy was challenged by Pasban, a non-governmental organisation, through its chief Syed Ashraf Hussain, who submitted that the imposition of the infrastructure tax was unjust and there was no provision in the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, 2001 for such a tax. 


According to the petitioner, no extra taxes would require to be levied if the existing taxes are collected honestly and efficiently. He submitted in his petition that the general public was already going through a severe economic crisis, and the government should not impose additional taxes. 


It may be recalled that the CDGK and the Sindh government were put on notices early this month by the SHC in an identical petition challenging the utility charges for municipal services. 


The petitioners, Mateen Ahmed of the Human Rights Group of Pakistan and others, submitted before a division bench that the CDGK had introduced the utility bill for municipal services in April 2009 and imposed a monthly levy of Re1 on per square feet of flats and Rs3.75 on per square feet on residential premises (houses). 

They prayed to the court to declare the utility bill for municipal services void, illegal and unconstitutional and direct the respondents to withdraw it. 


The petitioner further prayed to the court to direct the city and the provincial governments to return and repay all the money received by them through the bills for a period from January to March 2009. 
(Dawn-13, 17/11/2009)

SHC seeks report on preservation of heritage buildings

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the provincial law officer to file a report regarding the action that is being taken for the preservation and protection of buildings declared as national heritage.


The order came on a petition by Nafisa Begum seeking the demolition of a 120 years old building in Serai Road quarters area as it is in a dilapidated condition. The petitioner submitted that she had, from time to time, informed the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) to demolish the building is now decrepit but no action had been taken thus far by the concerned authorities. She said that the KBCA also declared in its reports that 157 buildings in the city were dangerous and could collapse any time. The building, declared a national heritage, housed a government boys’ secondary school previously in the upper portion of the building, the petition stated.


Assistant Advocate-General, Sindh, Adnan Karim, said that the Heritage Department was duty-bound to protect the buildings notified as national heritage. The court also directed the provincial law officer to submit a statement regarding the criteria for declaring the old buildings as heritage structures and file comments as to what action was taken for preservation and protection of not only the building in question but also all buildings in the city notified as national heritage.


The court also asked the AAG to place on record the action being taken by the Heritage Department to implement the Heritage Act in letter and spirit.


Petition against encroachment: The SHC directed the provincial law officer to obtain comments from the Ministry of Petroleum regarding the rehabilitation or shifting of oil terminal in Clifton area as it was creating nuisance. The petitioner, First Commerce Union, submitted that due to the encroachment, non-development work, and oil tankers terminal it was impossible to use the land situated in Clifton Block-1 area and sought court injunction. 


The court, adjourning the hearing, directed the AAG to obtain instructions from the Ministry of Petroleum regarding shifting of the oil tanker so that CDGK may take action against those encroaching on public property.


Kidnapping and murder case: Administrative Judge of the Anti Terrorism Courts in Karachi directed the investigation officer to submit a charge-sheet against suspects facing kidnapping and murder charges, on November 25. 


Salman Shah and Naveed Khan are charged with kidnapping Mohammad Naeem for ransom from Gulbahar. Police said that the suspects kidnapped Naeem on September 2 and demanded Rs.5 million for his release but later killed him.

(The News-13, 18/11/2009)
SHC wants heritage criterion explained

KARACHI, Nov 17: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday directed the provincial culture and tourism department to place on record the criterion set for decl-aring buildings ‘national heritage’.

A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi issued the directive while hearing a petition filed by Nafisa Begum, who sought demolition of a dilapidated building already declared ‘national heritage’ by the Sindh government.

The petitioner represented by Advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai has cited Sindh education secretary, culture and tourism secretary, chief controller of the Karachi Building Control Authority, controller of buildings (national heritage cell) and the City District Government Karachi as respondents.


She submitted that she was the sole owner of the plot No.3/19, Serai Road Quarters, Saddar Town, and the provincial education department had been running the Government City Boys Secondary School in the upper portion of the building for over 35 years.


The petitioner submitted that she moved applications to the KBCA on July 9, 1998 and Nov 27, 2004 categorically stating that the building was constructed more than 120 years ago and now its condition had become very dangerous as it could collapse any time. However, she said, the KBCA was not demolishing the building.


A Sindh government law officer submitted before the court that the heritage department was responsible for protecting and preserving all those buildings which were declared ‘national heritage’ under the Sindh Cultural (Preservation) Heritage Act, 1994.


The court observed: “We have serious reservations that heritage department has sufficient source to protect and preserve dilapidated buildings and as to what criteria is prescribed to heritage without there being any historical or merely old construction ipso facto if a building is declared as national heritage.” 
(Dawn-15, 18/11/2009)

Gutter Baghicha case

Nazim, others deny contempt charges

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, SITE Town Nazim and SITE Town Officer have not violated the court order regarding stay in Gutter Baghicha case, counsel said.


Filing an affidavit on behalf of the allege contemnors including the SITE Nazim, Town Officer and City Nazim, their counsel Khawaja Naveed Ahmed denied the violation of the stay order and submitted that status quo was maintained by the defendants. He said that the stay order in respect of green belt was maintained and it could be inspected through the Nazir of the court.


The court was hearing the lawsuit filed by Ardeshir Cowesjee, NGO Shehri and others against the change of status of Gutter Baghicha from amenity to residential purpose. The plaintiff filed contempt application against SITE Town Nazim and others for violating the stay order.


The plaintiffs counsel, Naimur Rehman submitted that 200 acres of land was illegally leased to the KMC Housing Society for residential purpose and for such illegality, an FIR was registered against the then municipal commissioner. He submitted that on October 23 the SHC had granted status quo in respect of Gutter Baghicha case, directing the authorities concerned not to create third party interest in the instant case.


The counsel submitted that now SITE Town Nazim Izharuddin Ahmed and Town Officer Imran Aslam in connivance with private persons were occupying 20 acres land in violation of stay order. He said that this act of the alleged contemnors stirred riots between the area people and officials, alleging that the City Nazim was using machinery to convert the amenity status of the land into residential purpose.


SHC’s single bench comprising Justice Maqbool Baqar adjourned the matter till November 23 for hearing the applications.


Sugar case: Meanwhile, the Sindh High Court issued notices to Secretary Agricultural and others on the application of a sugar mill for non-implementation of court order. M/s Najma Sugar Mill’s counsel submitted that the SHC had directed the Sindh government to purchase sugar from the mill at the rate of Rs 36 per kg within a week but the Agricultural Department was not fulfilling its undertaking. 


On previous hearing, the Sindh government had assured the court that 3,972 tonnes of sugar stock would be purchased from the sugar mill and it would be sold in public at the price fixed by the Supreme Court. 


sThe assurance came by the provincial secretaries for Agriculture and Supply and Price departments on price evaluation matter pertaining to the sugar stock lying in the mill. 


1. The price matter was pending in the court since September in civil litigation between a local businessman and the sugar mill.

(The News-14, 18/11/2009)
SHC issues notices to CDGK, others in conversion of amenity plot case

The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Thursday issued notices to the Director General Katchi Abadis, City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and Advocate General Sindh on a petition against conversion of an amenity plot into residential use.


Mohammad Kamal and other residents of Buffer Zone, Sector 15-B, submitted that an amenity plot measuring 5500 sq yards was being converted into residential use by the CDGK and officials of the Katchi Abadi Department. The petitioners submitted that the respondents were allocating the amenity plot for residential purposes despite the fact that the amenity land could not be used for residential or commercial purposes. 


They said that the amenity plot was used for religious activities like Eid prayers etc and if the amenity plot was allowed to be converted into residential one, the area people would be rendered without any alternate amenity land for carrying out their religious activities. 


The petitioners prayed the court to restrain the respondents from converting the amenity land into residential one.


The SHC’s division bench headed by Justice Mushir Alam, after preliminary hearing of the petition, issued notice to Director General Katchi Abadis, CDGK, Advocate General Sindh and others and called their comments.


Petition against criminal cases: The SHC restrained police from lodging an FIR against a retired CDGK official on the basis of survey slips that he had issued to the affectees of New Karachi for alternative plots.


The petitioner, Mirza Altaf Baig, submitted that during his service in the anti-encroachment cell of the CDGK, he had issued survey slips to the residents of Anjuman Falah-e-Ghurba for alternative plots as the land they were using was claimed by the CDGK for the construction of 9000 Road and 6000 Road in New Karachi. 


He submitted that the affectees were now lodging an FIR against him. He submitted that he could not be punished for non-compliance of the initiative by the department concerned and prayed the court to direct the department concerned to allocate alternative plots to the affectees and restrain the police from lodging the FIR. Assistant Advocate General Adnan Karim submitted that the petitioner was not liable to face any responsibility in the matter, as what he did, was carried out on behalf of the department concerned.


The court issued notices to CDGK and others and, in the meantime, restrained the police from registering an FIR against him unless tangible evidence was found against the petitioner.

(The News-13, 20/11/2009)
Swathes of amenity land converted into commercial, residential plots

Hundreds of acres of amenity plots worth billions of rupees have been converted into commercial ventures in the metropolis by none other than the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) although nobody is sure whether or not this conversion is legal. 


An amenity plot on Kashmir Road, popularly known as China Ground, measuring five acres, has been converted into Marriage Gardens whereas the notified usage of the plot was KMC Park/playground. 


The KMC Sport Complex measuring 2.5 acres which was meant for an Indoor Gymkhana has been converted into marriage lawns. The green belt at North Nazimabad measuring 1.5 acres has been converted into a fast-food outlet and the land reserved for Treatment Plant-2 (Mehmoodabad) measuring 40 acres, has been converted into 200 residential plots.


Bagh-e-Babar, ST-9, Block AN, Nazimabad, measuring three acres which was basically meant to be a plot for a public park has been converted into 150 residential plots. Likewise Hazoori Bagh measuring 1.35 acres of land at ST-5/1 Block EN, Nazimabad, has been converted into 65 residential plots.


The DC (East) office at ST-5, Block-14, Gulshan-e-Iqbal measuring 8.3 acres which was meant for a public building, has been converted into commercial high rises. KDA Scheme No 32 which is popularly known as Kidney Hill Park, measuring 62 acres which was meant for Public Park has been converted into 45 residential plots. 


ST-36, Block-3, Clifton, which was beach/promenade, measuring 2.5 acres, has been converted into a commercial hotel. The land measuring five acres popularly known as Webb Ground, 148/1 Tunisia Lines has been converted into marriage lawns.


There are several amenity plots in Mehran Town which were meant for pubic parks, maternity homes and primary schools which have been converted into residential plots. 


There are two versions regarding conversion of amenity plots into commercial ventures. There are some who say that the City Council has the right to convert the amenity plots into commercial plots. However, no justification was cited in this regard. 


Then there are some who believe that the amenity plots cannot be converted into the commercial/residential plots at any cost. 


The people inclined to this type of thinking, who form the majority, believe that even an amenity plot meant for park etc cannot be converted into another amenity plot like a hospital. 


The District Coordination Officer (DCO), Javed Hanif Khan, when contacted said that he had no knowledge of any measure when the CDGK itself had allowed conversion of amenity plots to commercial ventures.


He said there are number of parks and amenity plots which have been encroached by the land grabbers and the city government could not stop them. He said land grabbers had become powerful and strict action against them was called for.

(The News-13, 21/11/2009)
DECEMBER 

Eat, drink and remember Mr Burnes

Yes, you can have the most deliciously chewy haleem here, not to mention dollops of thick, uber-sweet rabri (perhaps a distorted form of the word rubbery, not sure though). You can also bite into a salty chargha or taste a decent serving of mouth-watering fried kebabs. For these days what else is Burnes Road known for? Food heaven for Karachi’s eating-out crowd. However, that’s not it. The old, somewhat decrepit residential buildings on whose ground floors many of these eateries do their businesses are not as delectable as the food items sold on both sides of this famous street. 


Burnes Road is strewn, nay pockmarked, with a number of structures that don’t give off a contemporary vibe. A majority of them were constructed before the partition of the subcontinent. They’ve either been deformed by adding bits of concrete portions (like balconies and extra storeys on the roofs) or defaced to hide their age. Almost all of these buildings maintain some features that expose the time period they saw the light of day in. Arched windows and entryways, columns at entrances, and noticeable pieces of stones clearly paint a picture that represents the years gone by. 


If you cross the Fresco intersection to move towards M.A. Jinnah Road, you’ll see Lucky Chamber on your left and the Nizam Mansion on your right. Don’t go there, and get to the main Burnes Road in the direction that will lead you to Regal Chowk and you’ll come across a series of buildings dotted with restaurants and food stalls, the same area where an unmissable food centre exists. There you’ll see the Pak Mansion, but the more prominent structures are across the road with a bustling residential locality and historic, albeit cluttered and de-coloured edifices. There are Rahat and Frere Mansions; the latter springs Bartle Frere’s name to mind. It must have been a picturesque sight when it was first built, but looks terribly messy in 2009. There are halva poori wallahs, bakeries, cafés and what not girdling this piece of stonework. Add to it the typists or compositors ready to write an application for you for a paltry amount. With the advancement of information technology their business has dwindled, but they’re hanging in there. Every once a while there comes a student or job-seeker with a sheaf of documents in his hands to these men whose typing speed can match up with Brett Lee’s bowling pace. 


Turn right from the Frere Mansion and a different world opens out before your eyes. There are apartment blocks like Sky View, Umar Manzil and Lakshman Nawaz squeezed in together skirted by poultry farms, vegetable vendors, tailoring shops, etc. It’s a hustle and bustle of its kind. These buildings have undergone additions, changes and suffered encroachments, yet their antiquated character can’t be concealed. 


Architect Noman Ahmed says: “Burnes Road was one of the first streets of high-quality residential profile. Developed in the 18th century, some of its structures are inspired by Hindu architecture, while others are made in hybrid British colonial style. The street was designed in a very sensitive manner, which, in its early days, made its chorahas visually outstanding. 


“Details of all of Burnes Road buildings are not available, but the ones about which we do know have amazing architectural features. For example, the Nizam Mansion is a composite style structure with extended balconies and pediments. It’s partially demolished from the inside and faces a high-degree threat, mainly because of alterations made by its occupants and tenants. Scrubbing and face-lifting can make a huge positive difference. 


“Then there is Mehdi Building, which like the Nizam Mansion is corner-based. It too has a maintenance issue. Its balcony façade and corner details are beautiful, however poor upkeep and encroachments have caused it harm,” says Noman Ahmed. 


Now how did Burnes Road get its name? 


Well, according to some accounts it’s named after Dr James Burnes who successfully treated the illness of Mir Murad Ali Khan, the ra’is and ‘one of the principal chiefs’ of the region. Dr Burnes was 26 years old when he came to Sindh from Kutch escorted by the Mirs’ envoy Gopaldas. At the time a physician would be heartily welcomed here, and when Dr Burnes treated Mir Murad Ali Khan, he gained a fair bit of recognition. However, there are stories that don’t show the doctor in a good light, telling which would require a separate analysis. 


You wonder what would Dr Burnes think of the hot, spicy biryani and nali nihari soaked in oodles of ghee or oil readily available on the street that’s a memorial to his services. No one seems to care. 


P.S.: Dr Burnes’ younger brother, Alexander Burnes, was the main figure in exploring the valley of the River Indus. The rulers of Sindh were never in favour of allowing the British to navigate the river, but by virtue of a cunning plan, he was sent to Lahore in the 1830s to present a gift of dray-horses to Maharaja Ranjit Singh from King William IV (the maharaja had earlier presented the king with a ‘shawl tent of Cashmere manufacture’). They came up with the pretext that the horses may not survive the overland route, so it’d be better if they could be dispatched by way of the Indus. Alexander Burnes was also well-versed in the Persian language. The Burnes’ great grandfather was an uncle of Scotland’s renowned poet Robert Burns, whose name was also spelt as “Burnes” during his time.

(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-15, 01/12/2009)

Sindh govt cries foul over UNDP’s handling of housing scheme

The Sindh government has decided to conduct a detailed audit to determine the actual costs of the 500 houses that were to be constructed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) under the Behan Benazir Basti Programme (BBBP), sources privy to this development told The News. It was decided at the meeting that the audit would be conducted before the third instalment is released by the Sindh government, and the findings would be reported to the steering committee concerned, sources added.

Sources said that at a recent meeting chaired by Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Sindh Housing Minister Agha Taimour expressed his concerns about the project, claiming that although six out of the nine stipulated months had passed, the UNDP had only constructed 25 houses out of the 500 that it was supposed to build. Taimour had also told the meeting that “serious complaints” were also received regarding the quality of these houses, sources claimed.


The meeting was informed that there were reports that while the UNDP had agreed to charge Rs345,000 per house from the People’s Housing Cell (PHC) of the Sindh government, the organisation had sublet the job to NGOs at a rate of Rs276, 000 per house, sources said. The amount actually being spent on construction, however, is alleged to be even less than the amount at which the UNDP has leased out the job, sources said.


The participants of the meeting were informed that the agreement between the UNDP and the PHC stipulated that all savings will be returned to the PHC, and therefore, it was deemed necessary to conduct an audit of their accounts at this stage so as to determine the actual costs incurred so far. It was also decided that the quality of work being carried out would be examined through the competent forum. If the performance of UNDP was found unsatisfactory, they would not be given projects in future, sources said.


The meeting also expressed concern over the “considerable delay” in the release of funds by the finance department, which in turn was causing delays in the completion of ongoing projects. It was suggested that all programme funds should be placed at the disposal of the PHC, and the Rs100million budget for ancillary activities for 2009-10 is released.


It was decided that Rs10 million out of the budget allocated for ancillary activities (2009-10) are released on an immediate basis, while Rs20.16 million requisitioned by PHC in programme funds are also released immediately. It was also decided that Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman would hold a meeting with the PHC and the finance department to discuss the transfer of programme funds to PHC.


The participants also deliberated the issue of selection of NGOs, with the minister for housing revealing that the audit department had raised “objections” to awarding pilot projects of 500 and 200 houses to UNDP and Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) respectively “without inviting tenders under the rules of the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA)”.


The enforcement of a “transparent mechanism” was also recommended as a necessary step for the construction of 10,000 houses, as had been directed by the CM and President Asif Ali Zardari.


The meeting also decided that if SRSO qualified for exemption from tendering processes for being a non-governmental organisation, then a notification to this effect may be issued from the competent authority. Otherwise, NGOs may be invited through the media under the PPRA rules regarding the selection of NGOs.


Sources said that CM Shah informed the participants that during a surprise visit to Garhi Khuda Bux, he saw only two houses being constructed there. Shah said that that he got the impression that there would be 40 houses on this site, adding that the construction of only one or two houses at one place is not likely to create “enough impact” on the masses.


The housing minister explained that under the pilot project, 40 houses are being built all over the union council of Pir Bux Bhutto, with beneficiaries selected on the basis of SRSO poverty-card and vetted by elected representatives. As a result, only one or two beneficiaries were selected from a particular village, and therefore, 40 houses were scattered over a large tract of land. 


The meeting decided that in order to build 10,000 houses, SRSO will select about 500 villages in the most deprived areas of the province, with between 30 and 40 houses being constructed in each village and about 80 per cent of the families fulfilling the criteria of deserving beneficiaries. 


To achieve this end, a committee comprising of legislators of respective areas would be formed, which would select the 300 most-deserving villages or beneficiaries out of the list of 500 villages supplied by SRSO. It was decided that between 30 and 40 houses shall be built in each of the selected villages, which would be named as “Behan Benazir Basti”. The participants of the meeting were of the view that all 10,000 houses in these 300 Basties shall be completed within one year.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 01/12/2009)
SHC resents land dept’s ‘indifferent attitude’ in property cases

KARACHI, Dec 1: The Sindh High Court observed on Tuesday that it was being burdened as the property cases were piling up day by day owing to the “indifferent attitude” of the Land Utilisation Department. 


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi was seized with the hearing of a petition involving the allotment of 13 acres in NA Class 1, Deh Songal, Scheme33.The LUD secretary and the senior member of the provincial Board of Revenue were cited as respondents by the petitioners. 

The bench said: “It is a matter of grave concern that the Land Utilisation Department is not paying any heed to the orders of the court.” 


The bench in its order observed that the respondents were directed on Oct 16, 2008 to file fresh comments with reference to the letters relied upon by the petitioners to claim the title of the property. 


A Sindh government law officer, Miran Mohammed Shah, submitted in the court that no comments had been received by him from the respondents. 


The court observed: “Senior Member of Board of Revenue, Land Utilisation Department, had committed to streamline the working condition of the department, but we have seen no positive change or improvement in the working of his department.” 

Expressing extreme displeasure over the “indifferent attitude” of the LUD, the bench observed that the member of the board of revenue was being directed to appear in person in various property cases. 

“In this case also, we would like to issue notice to the senior member BoR with direction to appear in person and explain the position in the matter,” it said. 


The petitioners – Ubaidur Rehman, Ghulam Rasool, Jamal Uddin and Sadaqat Khan – submitted in the court that they were leased out the land on Feb 13, 1992 with the approval of the then LUD minister at a rate of Rs100 per square yard for commercial purposes. 


They stated that they contacted the then deputy commissioner for further process but he refused to entertain the petitioners’ application. 


The petitioners submitted that under the minister’s order to the LUD, their request for 12 equal instalments was also allowed. However, they said, the respondents did not issue a challan (receipt) for Rs630,000 to the petitioners. 


The bench put off the hearing till a date to be fixed later by the court’s office. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 02/12/2009)

Footpath space in New Sabzi Mandi allotted as ‘plot’

The Market Committee Karachi (MCK), a subordinate body of the Sindh government, has allotted footpath space to a vendor at New Sabzi Mandi, and has also issued all relevant documents to the party concerned, The News has learnt.


The buyer, a trader named Haji Amant Ali, was allotted plot no. 49-A in Block C-1 of the vegetable section at the Mandi, sources told The News. Directives to this effect were approved through allotment order no. 445, dated April 10, 2008, sources claimed. 


As per the official documents of the MCK, the plot was “created” out of the excess space of plot 49, sources said. No excess area, however, exists in proximity of plot no. 49, sources said, alleging that the MCK had simply allotted the adjacent footpath space and part of the road, and numbered it 49-A. Sources said that “excess” area measures 120 square feet, while the price of the size of land that has been allotted is Rs700,000; that said, since the legality of the plot is in question, the value of land remains merely a technical cost.


Sources said that there was no mention of plot no. 49-A in the master layout plan of the New Sabzi Mandi, which had been approved by Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA). Yet, as a result of the creation of the new plot, the width of the road had shrunk from 50 feet to 46 feet. As per official documents, copies of which are available with The News, the allotment is technically wrong, as it could cause traffic gridlocks due to the reduction in size of the road.


The man allotted the plot, however, is “genuine” as he possessed legal documents which registered him under the category of “new comers” while his case was moved under file no. 3323, sources explained. “What the market committee should have done is to have allotted some other legitimate place for the shop to him,” sources said. 


This case is not an isolated example, sources maintained, claiming that malpractices are rife at the New Sabzi Mandi and that encroachments continue to take place even though some efforts had been made to control them. 


Sources said that encroachers had gotten possession of the space meant for parking at gate no. 2 of the vegetable section, despite the fact that the authority concerned had demolished some 30 illegal shops from this site. Encroachers have also placed onion bags on the footpath and are enjoying trading openly, sources continued.


In Block C-7F, an area measuring 300 square yards was encroached upon a month ago, sources claimed. The efficiency of the authority concerned could be gauged by the fact that 17 shops were demolished at the site of the weighbridge a couple of years ago, but their debris is still lying there. Similarly, sources said, before the advent of Eid-ul-Azha this year, encroachers were about to capture the footpath in Block-1 of the fruit section, but the anti-encroachment cell of the market committee managed to halt them. 


Sources maintained, however, that the anti-encroachment cell of the Market Committee was helpless in dealing with encroachments – a fact that could be gauged by fact that the cell has no machinery or relevant equipment to carry out the anti-encroachment drive.


The cell also severely lacks specialised manpower, sources continued, adding that there are 40 private security guards, but their services could not be hired for demolition purposes. Sources alleged that a number of administrators of the market committee had embezzled money which had been approved for the purchase of relevant machinery for the cell. All that the cell owned used to own was a blade tractor, and even that was set on fire in 2003 by an angry mob.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-14, 05/12/2009)
Effect of patchy urbanisation on Sindh underlined

KARACHI, Dec 5: Sindh is the most urbanised province of the country in which approximately 43 per cent of the population lives in the cities; however, this process of urbanisation has been uneven as many people who migrate to the bigger cities do it unwillingly (the push factor) and because of financial constraints. 


One of the problems that Karachi is faced with is that while the social bond still exists, its political nexus with the rest of Pakistan is weakening. Karachi is no ordinary place, but many of its problems are associated with the hinterland. 

These views were expressed by Dr Noman Ahmed while giving a presentation on “Urban challenges of Karachi/hinterland and required policy interventions”, at a seminar on Saturday. 

The seminar entitled “Facing urban challenges of Karachi – role of the government” was organised by Shehri-CBE and URDC, NED University in collaboration with the Friedrich-Naumann Foundation. It was the concluding part of a series of three workshops. The first two previously held workshops dealt with the topics of citizens’ vision and experts (economists, academia, artists, etc) opinion on the issue. 


Dr Ahmed informed the audience that since unipolar migration was taking place, a holistic approach was required to resolve the myriad of issues related to such challenges. He added that other cities in Sindh and other provinces should be provided with better facilities to deal with the issues. 


He said that when Islamabad was being made, a renowned person commented that it’s an expensive experience for a developing country. One-off solutions seldom worked, he said, adding that the dwindling internal capacity to evolve policies, plans and programmes was not helping either, which was why most of such attempts are donor-funded. 


General Secretary of Shehri Amber Alibhai, in her welcome address, spoke on the issues of hinterland and migration. She said Karachi had a lot of space; if things were planned properly the situation vis-à-vis urban challenges would improve. She said: “We should micro-examine how things could be done. Those who migrate to the city actually go through a cyclical pattern of migration, and even structured areas have been turned into slums.” 


She added that the organisation had started interacting with parliamentarians and a better response was expected of them, but sadly one of their representatives, Nawab Taimur Talpur, who was supposed to attend the seminar didn’t turn up. 


Urban planner Farhan Anwar, in his presentation, raised quite a few issues regarding the role of the government and the city’s representation. He said Karachi was a decentralised city and even the city nazim admitted that he had control over only 30 per cent of the metropolis. 


“Informal sectors, agencies and mafias hold sway on different parts, which indicates a weaker government. Now that we have elected representatives, substantial policies can be made,” he added. 


In a series of questions Mr Anwar broached subjects like ‘Who speaks for the city?’, ‘Is there a vision for the city?’ and that ‘Who is benefiting or losing out because of the current situation?’ He said three governments (federal, provincial and city) simultaneously appeared to have their say in the development of the metropolis, and queried whether there’s a need for a separate legislation (A Cities Act) for Karachi. 


Mr Anwar also inquired about the government’s role, its vision and its stand with respect to Karachi and other cities of Sindh. 


After the speeches the participants of the seminar took part in a lively general discussion. Shehri’s Naeem Sadiq came up with the idea that if things are to improve in Karachi, de-weaponisation is a must. Another participant lamented the citizens’ disinterest in matters of urban development, saying that making flyovers and signal-free corridors didn’t necessarily solve problems of traffic congestion; there were other better ways, like improving the public transport system.

(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-15, 06/12/2009)

MDA housing scheme

CDGK employees wonder who drew interest from their deposits

Around 66,000 employees of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) want to know who benefited from the interest on the token money which they had deposited along with application forms for the housing scheme which was being processed by the Malir Development Authority (MDA).


An year and a half ago, the CDGK had announced a housing scheme on behalf of the MDA for all of its employees who work for the towns. There are around 25,000 employees who are directly working under the body of the CDGK; apart from this, every town has a large number of employees of various ranks. According to sources in the CDGK, the total number of all these employees is approximately 66,000.


An employee of the CDGK on condition of anonymity informed The News that almost everyone had applied for the housing scheme. He said that government employees, especially those in lower ranks, always applied for housing projects which were announced by the government. “How can a grade-1 employee think about owning even an 80-square-yard home in the present financial circumstances? He would definitely be excited about applying for economical housing projects announced by the government,” he added.


The News has learnt that around Rs250 million were deposited by the employees as token money in the MDA account, in the hope of getting a plot in the scheme at a nominal price. Around 11 per cent interest is paid by banks for fixed deposits, and as per the rules defined by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the bank concerned is bound to pay five per cent interest on profit-loss sharing (PLS) accounts.


The ‘New Malir Housing Scheme’, which was meant for CDGK employees, was situated near Ghaghar Phattak on the National Highway. The MDA had announced that the employees would be awarded plots through balloting. The balloting, however, was delayed for a year and a half.


Sources said that the employees could get their token money back either after the balloting or in case of cancellation of the project by the authority concerned.


According to MDA Director General (DG) Ameer Zada Kohati, the authority concerned could not conduct balloting for the scheme due to litigation on the proposed site of the scheme. He said that there was no other reason for the delay, and it was “mere coincidence” that the MDA got engaged in the litigation after the announcement of the scheme.

He added, however, that the MDA had won the case in this context from the Sindh High Court (SHC) and it would manage the balloting within the next few days.


The News has learnt that here are 1,200 plots for which the balloting would be managed by the MDA. The MDA DG said, however, that balloting for around 2,400 plots will be conducted for an area of about 350 acres which is available with the MDA. Kohati said that a total of 12,000 to 15,000 employees had applied for the housing project.


Grades Size of plot Token amount deposited with form


1 to 5 80 square yards 
Rs4,500 

5 to 15 120 square yards 
Rs11,000

15 to 18 240 square yards 
Rs26,000

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 07/12/2009)
KBCA looking to exploit factories?

Amidst fears that a number of factories are being constructed without fulfilling legal formalities of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), two cases of illegal construction of tanneries have surfaced. 


The buildings are being raised allegedly with the abetting of officials of the building authority, The News has learnt. Sources told The News that at least two tanneries are being openly constructed in Korangi Industrial Area (KIA) Sector 7-A without approved building plans from the KBCA. Officials of the KBCA turned a blind eye over these constructions, after accepting gratification money, sources alleged.


The first case is that of the construction of a tannery at plot number 531, Sector 7-A, KIA – a 400-square-yard plot that is owned by a man named Muhammad Aslam. Sources said that some officials of the building authority paid a visit to the site when the roof of the first floor of the building was being laid, and they settled the ‘issue’ on the spot. 


The second case in question is also of a tannery: the factory is being built at a 600-square-yard plot at plot number 221 in the same area, and is owned by a man named Muhammad Shafi. Plans for this tannery were not approved before construction either, sources said, adding that the lack of authorisation from the KBCA prior to building the factory were against the rules of the building authority. The building of this tannery is still under construction, but a major segment has already been completed, including the laying out of the roof on the first floor. Further, sources said, no space has been left for parking in both these buildings.


Sources told The News that owners of some factories avoid the process of getting their building plans passed before the construction of their buildings, as numerous legal formalities need to be fulfilled in this process.


“They have to construct the buildings as per the rules of the KBCA. The rules explicitly state that parking space must be provided in factories, and the area of the relevant street or the adjacent road cannot be included in their building,” sources said. 


Above all, they maintained, adequate time needed to be given for the fulfilment of legal formalities and the approval of the building plan before construction. 


According to sources, many prospective factory owners deem it easier to settle issues with the KBCA after starting their construction, as they can construct their buildings as per their vested interests. KBCA has its own networking in the area, and it acts ‘accordingly’ – usually, when the roof of the first floor is being constructed, sources alleged. 


The violation of KBCA rules could be gauged in the area through the fact that an entire street had been encroached upon by tanneries’ owners – something that can be demonstrated by the encroachment of a street between plots number 104 and 105.


The two cases mentioned above are not isolated examples of illegal construction, sources said. There are many such buildings which were constructed in the area without prior approval of building plans. Sources stated that sometime ago, the KBCA had also launched a scheme to legalise existing buildings which had been constructed without approved KBCA plans, albeit after receiving penalty from the owners. Repeated attempts were made to seek the version of KBCA Chief Controller Manzoor Qadir, but he did not answer his phone.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 08/12/2009)
Corruption in land matters deplored

KARACHI, Dec 10: Speakers at a seminar on Thursday stressed the need for transparency and strict enforcement of laws to protect an individual’s right to own property in the country. 


They were speaking at the seminar on “Property rights in Pakistan,” organised jointly by Shehri and Economic Freedom Network and sponsored by the Friedrich Naumann Stiftung – Fur die Freiheit. 


A Shehri member, Sameer Dodhy, lamented that there was no rule of law in the country and influential people successfully use their influence on regulators who do not enforce the law. 


He said that land-grabbers, supported by corrupt politicians and bureaucrats, manage to change land-use of plots from residential and amenity to commercial etc and thus they make huge profits overnight which are shared by the stakeholders. 

The land mafia, he said, is so much powerful that in certain cases they even eliminate people challenging their illegal activities. He referred to the murder of a social worker who had been struggling against powerful land-grabbers who had usurped a major chunk of Gutter Baghicha land, the precious open and green space located in the low-income group old city area of Trans-Lyari area near Golimar. 


He said many parks and playgrounds in North Nazimabad and surrounding areas had been encroached upon and these were being sold and construction was being carried out despite hue and cry raised by the NGOs, and the authorities concerned were turning a blind eye to their illegal activities. 

He said that citizens should be assigned the role of checking any misuse in government institutions as was once done in the case of the Karachi Building Control Authority but the system was undone in this institution also by a retired army official who was then chief controller of buildings. 


Ali Salman, a Lahore-based economic consultant, said a bulk of property in rural and urban areas was under dispute and without clear property title or rights, and in many cases, litigation takes years. 

He said that people, having no clear property title, are not able to use their property to improve their economic conditions as it cannot be kept as collateral in financial institutions to get loans to enhance economic opportunities. 

He said that the country is facing an institutional failure as institutions are not functioning properly, and while there are many laws to tackle almost any situation or condition, very few are enforced effectively. 


Though the land revenue record is being computerised for the past many years, it is still being handled by semi-literate patwaris manually, who mint money owing to prevailing archaic and faulty system, he added. 


A lawyer dealing with property matters, Yaqoob Kapadia, said that the property registration office, commonly known as the sub-registrar’s office, where land record is kept and sale purchase has to be registered, is the hub of corruption. 


“Officials here do not provide any information and if someone wants to cross-check information before making any purchase, it is not provided.” 


But when they provide some information, they do not take responsibility for any mistake or wrong information given in a document. He said people have no alternative but to bribe the officials for their legitimate work. 


He said that the judicial system is very slow, and as a delay occurs, it perturbs real owners of the property and they want to sell their valuable properties at nominal costs. 

He said that often plots are sold to more than one party on forged papers, with the connivance of officials concerned and real owners suffer while crooks make money. 


Shehri’s Amber Alibhai pointed out that various landowning agencies in the city, like KPT, Railways, etc, were given land with specific purposes by the government. But these and other such land-owing agencies have entered commercial activities and are engaged in construction of high-rise buildings on their land which is illegal, but regulators have failed to stop them, and this way citizens are being denied open spaces, play-grounds and parks in the city, she said. 


Harris Gazdar from the Collective Social Science Research said that most people in the metropolis live in kutchi abadis on encroached land, and these are located alongside planned localities all over the city. 


German consul-general Dr Christian Brecht and Olaf Kellerhoff of the Friedrich Naumann Stiftung also spoke.

(Dawn-13, 11/12/2009)

Most peasant women cheated in land distribution, says study

KARACHI, Dec 10: More than 50 per cent of the peasant women beneficiaries of the Sindh government’s land distribution programme are awaiting ownership documents. In some cases influential people have grabbed their land. They have even been allotted land reserved for graveyards, or sand dunes or waterlogged areas, reveals a study. 


The study, titled ‘Sindh government’s land distribution programme: issues and challenges’, was conducted by the Participatory Development Initiatives with the support of Oxfam GB. 


Launching the study in a local hotel on Thursday, PDI Director Sikander Brohi said the study had shown that over 50 per cent of women land grantees were still without legal land ownership documents. 


Although at the provincial level, the Sindh government had taken a number of initiatives to ensure transparency in the process of land distribution, its implementation at the district level was cumbersome. 


“The Sindh government had formed a steering committee at the provincial level to oversee the process and had issued strict instructions that such joint land distribution committees of different stakeholders should be formed at the district level. And the land identified for the distribution should be free from all the issues and should be cultivable land and proper criteria should be implemented for the identification of the land grantees,” the study said. But, unfortunately, Mr Brohi said, at the district level the process was not participatory as only the revenue department was the key player and other stakeholders were not taken onboard. As a result, in many cases the land identified for the distribution was uncultivable, at some places it had sand dunes and at others it was waterlogged. 


According to the study, the process of the identification of the beneficiaries was also flawed. In many cases land was allotted to relatives and people of the clans of political influential persons. In some cases, poor land grantees have received very small portions of the land, as small as one-and-a-half or two acres, while women belonging to influential families have received even more than 15 acres. 


He said that according to the study the poor women had even been allotted graveyard lands, land with big ponds or sand dunes and even the pieces of land eroded by the sea. According to the study, a large number of women could not benefit from the programme due to the poor publicity of the land distribution and arranging open kachehries for the distribution of land in influential people’s drawing rooms. 


Recalling the post-land distribution issues, the study has identified lack of legal ownership documents to the land grantees as one of the key issues as due to the only simple allotment lists or letters, there is a threat looming large over those women that their land might be cancelled and given to other influential women. 


The study has documented many cases in which the land given to a woman has been cancelled without reason and re-allotted to another woman. The study has said that due to the lack of ownership documents (Form 7) in the name of the land grantees and no demarcation of the land granted, in many cases influential persons have either occupied the land granted to women or have filed appeals in the revenue department against the land grant, stopping women from cultivating their lands. 


The study has recommended to the government to issue land ownership documents to all the land grantees without delay, make the second phase of the land distribution process more participatory and bring changes in the legal framework to ensure sustainable ownership of the land by the women. 


Speaking on the occasion, Neva Khan of Oxfam GB said her organisation was working for rights of the poor and marginalised communities and that was why it had decided to support the local communities in the land distribution process. 


She expressed the hope that the Sindh government would take serious notice of the flaws in the land distribution programme as identified in the study and would make efforts to rectify them. 


MPA Humera Alwani demanded that elected representatives be given proper representation in the entire process. She said that due to lack of participation of legislators, not only that uncultivable land had been given to poor women, but influential people also got allotted land in the name of their family women and even in the name of their women servants. 


Giving the government viewpoint on the land distribution programme, Secretary for Land Utilisation Subhan Memon admitted that flaws had crept into the programme’s implementation. He said about 65 land grantees were genuine who had been provided seed and other inputs for the cultivation of the land. 


He said they had learnt a lot from the process in the first phase and would soon launch the second phase, with more clear and improved legal framework and implementation mechanisms.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-13, 11/12/2009)

Sindh govt’s land distribution programme fraught with errors, report claims

As many as 4,196 people have been allotted land to date under the Sindh government’s land distribution programme for female peasants, said Faisal Ahmed Okeli, the programme coordinator for the Sindh government’s Landless Haaris Programme. He was speaking on Thursday at the launch of a study report on the issues and challenges of the land development programme. The report has been prepared by the Participatory Development Initiative (PDI), in coordination with Oxfam-GB.


About 70 per cent of the 4,196 peasants who have been allotted land are women. Thirty-five per cent of the allottees are “problematic Haaris,” according to Okeli. “This means that there are issues with their allotments, which we are currently trying to work through. Support packages, including seeds, fertilisers, some funds, etc, were delivered to the remaining 65 per cent. Many of them have already harvested the crop on this land, and have sold their first produce in the market.”


According to PDI representatives, however, many of the 4,196 allotments are “problematic”. “For instance, the land allotted to one woman turned out to be a portion of the sea,” said PDI Director Sikander Brohi. “She asked us what crops the government wants her to sow under the sea. In many other cases, all of the allotted land, or at least a portion of it, turned out to be a graveyard. In Nawabshah, for instance, we came across one woman who had been allotted 16 acres; four to five acres of this was a graveyard.”


Informal village settlements were also allotted to some peasants, leading to brawls over ownership between the settlers and the allottees. “A lot of this land was also allotted to wives of influential people,” Brohi said. “In many cases, instead of issuing final allotment orders at open Katcheries, revenue officials merely issued lists of names and told the allottees to come to the revenue department for their land ownership papers. People who could afford to travel went to the revenue office; many of them found that the lists had been changed and their names were no longer included in the new lists.”


Brohi said that they had also been informed about alleged “mass mobilisations” to file appeals against some allotments. Litigations have cropped up against many allotments, and most of the affected Haaris are too poor to afford legal aid. “Meanwhile, gun-toting thugs have occupied some of the disputed land. I saw them myself in district Thatta; they were all followers of elected representatives who are now sitting in the provincial and federal governments. We have also heard about revenue officials who are demanding hefty bribes in return for allotment papers. According to our estimate, around 70 per cent of the allottees have not received their documents yet.”


Meanwhile, in the light of discrepancies and shortfalls in the process, the government has now halted the land allocation to wait for a better, relatively more “error-free” method. This, Brohi said, was an injustice to the people. “This process should not have been stopped. It is very important to complete all components, especially for projects as revolutionary as this,” he maintained.


The current land distribution programme was the third in the history of the country. The first such programme was conducted during the government of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) chairperson, the late Benazir Bhutto; the second was conducted under Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) chief, Nawaz Sharif.

Both programmes were the result of a policy shift from land reforms to State land distribution after the Federal Shariah Court (FSC), under General Ziaul Haq’s Martial Law regime, overturned even cautious land reforms introduced during the tenure of PPP founder, the late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.


While the objectives of the current programme were clear in that the key emphasis was on the distribution of land among landless women, in many districts, such as Sukkur, Jacobabad and Dadu, the number of male beneficiaries of the programme outnumbered the women.


The PDI team also observed inequality in the distribution of the land. At first it was announced that eight acres would be distributed among each landless family; then there was a figure of 16 acres; there were also reports that President Asif Ali Zardari had instructed the Sindh government to allot 25 acres to each landless peasant. On the field, no single criterion for distribution could be observed, and allocations varied between a single acre to as many as 24 acres, the report said.


Sindh Land Utilisation Secretary Subhan Memon conceded that the problems on the ground were graver than those indicated in the PDI report. He suggested weekly or fortnightly meetings on these issues in order to provide third-party evaluation to the government; the suggestion was welcomed by the participants of Thursday’s programme.


He further said that the process was currently in its “nascent phase,” and there was “much to learn.” Memon also identified a lack of programme preparation package, as well as societal “push-and-pull” factors, such as tribal and feudal landholdings, easily-influenced bureaucrats, and corruption, as some of the drawbacks of the project, and promised rectification for all these shortfalls in phase two of the programme.


Okeli regaled the audience with the technical triumphs of his team. Land allotments have been plotted on Google Earth; timeline assessments have been made in some districts through satellite imagery with the help of SUPARCO; impact assessment snaps have been taken; expected income on Kharif crops has been assessed by an independent consortium; micro-health insurance facilities have been organised; and collaboration has been made with the Pakistan State Oil (PSO) to provide biodiesel seeds to peasants who have been allotted land with water-shortage issues. “PSO has also given us a buyback guarantee on these crops,” Okeli claimed.


MPA Humera Alvani from Thatta complained, however, that the revenue department had not briefed local elected representatives about the programme, “otherwise we could have solved many of your issues ourselves”. She added, however, that land allotment had given a sense of ownership to peasant women who had been treated like chattel all their lives. “It is, however, important to ensure more transparency in the entire process,” she said in Sindhi. “If we have initiated a programme that is appreciated, we should complete it too.”


“Our elected representatives should not think that they can take us for a ride,” Brohi said. “The political climate of the country has changed. People are more aware now. Sindh is changing, and we now know how to demand and get our rights, regardless of who is in power.”


PDI Programme Manager Altaf Shaikh, Programme Officer Asghar Laghari, Oxfam-GB Country Director Neva Khan also spoke. Sindh Revenue Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar, who was the chief guest for the programme, did not attend, ostensibly because he was unwell. Participants of the meeting raised several other issues related to the land distribution programme, and offered suggestions during the question-and-answer session.

(By Urooj Zia, The News-20, 11/12/2009)
Eight hurt in police action over land row

KARACHI, Dec 11: At least eight people were wounded in an exchange of fire between police and suspected land-grabbers on Friday morning when the police force reached there to evacuate 28 acres of disputed land adjacent to the Quaid-i-Azam Park on the National Highway within the remit of the Steel Town police on Friday morning. 


SSP Bin Qasim Ashraf Zubair told Dawn that the police force moved to the spot on Sindh High Court orders which had granted a stay on the land, but it was being occupied by some armed men. 


Instead of following the police orders and withdrawing peacefully from the land, the armed men resorted to firing at the police which triggered a response from the law-enforcers and it resulted in minor injuries to more than half a dozen persons, the police official said. 


The wounded were identified as Sher Mohammad, Ata Mohammad, Abdul Rahim, Wasayo, Abdul Sattar, Yousuf, Shafi Mohammad and Khan Mohammad and they all belonged to the alleged land-grabber group, police said. The wounded were first shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for treatment and were later arrested by the police. 


An official of the Steel Town Police Station said that the police spotted dozens of armed men on the 28-acre piece of land. The police intervened as land had been a cause of dispute between two influential parties, enjoying political support also. 


“Despite the fact that the matter was in court and a final verdict was awaited, one of the claimants insisted on taking over the land and deputed his armed guards,” said the official. 

“They even tried to build a boundary wall on the disputed land and by the morning, they continued their work. 

“Since all our efforts failed to convince the armed men, a heavy contingent of police moved towards the area, but it was attacked by the armed men. 


A case (FIR No 395) has been registered against the armed persons under various sections of the Pakistan Penal Code, including Sections 147 (punishment for rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object), 186 (obstructing public servants in discharge of public functions), 324 (attempt to commit qatl-i-amd), 353 (assault or criminal force to deter a public servant from discharge of his duty) and 447 (punishment for criminal trespass).

(Dawn-13, 12/12/2009)

Rangers-occupied heritage building on verge of collapse

The Mitha Ram Hostel, currently occupied by a contingent of Sindh Rangers, has been left to decay, and officials of the Sindh Antiquities Department believe that if prompt action is not taken to repair it, the building might collapse anytime, causing a great loss to national heritage.


Sources told The News that Sindh Antiquities Secretary Dr Kaleemullah Lashari has drawn the attention of the authorities concerned towards the situation, urging them to take immediate action in public interests. In his letter dated November 25, 2009 to the Sindh Home secretary, Lashari pointed out that the building was “dangerous” and a mishap could occur anytime.


The letter pointed out that the Government of Sindh, at the behest of the Antiquities department, had taken cognizance of the situation and allocated an “adequate amount” for the subject scheme. As the scheme is multi-pronged and very essential, the work is required to be undertaken urgently, towards the greater benefit of society, sources said.


When The News approached Lashari, he confirmed the matter, and said that the Mitha Ram Hostel is a protected building under Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act, 1994. It is a unique stone structure, and has wooden roof and flooring. In fact, its gable roof is considered to be a one of its kind structure. 


Lashari said that water penetrates the upper roof, and affects the second roof, thus making the whole structure dilapidated. A tragedy can happen any day, he added. He said that since the Mitha Ram Hostel is a protected building, it has to be preserved through qualified efforts. He said that the Antiquities Department has developed a full conservation plan, and on that particular building, the Sindh government has expressed its commitment to grant the required money for repairs.


“We have been assured that money isn’t a problem, and we have requested the Home department to get possession of the building from the Rangers, as even those officers residing in it are under threat,” he said. He added that they are sending a reminder to the Home department for indulgence. “It is a matter of grave concerns and the authorities concerned are not taking required note of the situation,” he said.


Lashari maintained that timely action would avert the situation, and hoped that the Home department and Rangers would both step forward to help the Antiquities department to conserve national heritage, adding that they are waiting for a positive response.


Once the building becomes safe and conserved second part of the activity would start as a heritage museum has been proposed at the place, Lashari said.


Sindh Home Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan told The News that he had talked to the Sindh Rangers director general to urge him to vacate the structure for the building’s proper repair. Khan said that the Rangers were insisting that they should be provided with alternative arrangements elsewhere, but this was “difficult”. 


Khan agreed that the lives of Rangers personnel residing in the building were under threat, adding that the structure required repair. “Besides, its protection is needed, as the hostel is a heritage building,” he said, adding that Rangers continue to live in dangerous building with “minor repairs.”


Sindh Culture Minister Sassui Palejo told The News that she had raised the issue of vacating Mitha Ram Hostel with Sindh Chief Secretary Fazalur Rehman some days ago, and he had promised her that a meeting would be held over the issue soon. 


Palejo said that Federal Interior Minister Rehman Malik had also promised to get the building vacated from Rangers, but thus far, no positive response had been received. The minister said that after the hostel is vacated, the government would establish “Sindh Museum” at the premises.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-20, 13, 12/12/2009)
Mukhtiarkar helps in bid to grab 6-acre land


KARACHI: Some influential people in connivance with a town mukhtiarkar managed to obtain a no-objection certificate (NOC) for a six-acre land worth more than Rs 25 million, but the bid was foiled before the land could be illegally sold.


However, the local authorities are still under pressure by the influential men to fix the matter by mutating the land in terms of endorsement.


The land is bifurcated in four-acres and two-acres with a major portion located in Deh Khaari Lakhkhi, Sector 7-D, New Karachi Town while a portion of the land falls within the North Nazimabad Town Municipal Administration, a well-placed officer in City District Government Karachi (CDGK) Land Department told Daily Times.


The officer further said the Sindh Revenue Department Land Committee had regularised the land, which was then handed over to the CDGK revenue department for the onward legal process. But owing to the non-availability of mukhtiarkar at the New Karachi revenue department, the mukhtiarkar of North Nazimabad, Hanif Patafi, was made in-charge of dual offices and he maintained the entry register for both the jurisdictions, the New Karachi TMA and the North Nazimabad TMA.


The officer claimed that as Mukhtiarkar Patafi knew there were no separate registers, he made an illegal entry of the land and also helped the claimants to acquire an NOC from the North Nazimabad deputy district officer (DDO) (revenue).


The North Nazimabad DDO came to know of the scam, and he cancelled the NOC immediately and was prompted to approach the higher authorities for getting the entry of the land cancelled at the North Nazimabad Mukhtiarkar office, said the officer.


Meanwhile, the executive district officer (revenue) tried to get the entry of the land endorsed by the New Karachi land revenue department officer so as to resolve the dispute, the officer claimed.


It is pertinent to mention that the Sindh High Court had banned the mutation of land on Oct 28 and therefore, the entry of the six-acre land could not be mutated at any other office. Henceforth, endorsing the entry was rejected and could have lead to a contempt of court, commented the officer, adding that however, the claimants being influential people have been pressurising the local authorities for fixing up the matter by mutating the land in terms of endorsement.


The officer added the entry of any land is followed by three major legal procedures, recovery of land-rent from the claimant, survey of land proposed for entry and seeking NOC letter from land survey supervisor.


Nevertheless, Patafi ignored all these legal procedures and entered the land into the register. Furthermore, the mukhtiarkar also ignored to ascertain there were no cases pending with the court on the land. Following the entry of the land and obtaining the NOC, Patafi released necessary orders to the claimants of the land and on the basis of that order, the claimants tried to sell out the land. However, as the officer concerned cancelled the NOC, the sale of the said land was timely stopped.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 12/12/2009)

MDA to get 2,000 acres within next two months

The Malir Development Authority (MDA) is optimistic about getting 2,000 acres from the Sindh Board of Revenue (BoR) within the next two months. This move is meant to compensate 93,000 applicants who could not be awarded plots in the previous balloting, The News has learnt.


A few years ago, the MDA had moved a summary for the allotment of 4,000 acres at the junction of the National and Super highways, a kilometre away from Steel Town.


MDA Director-General (DG) Ameer Zada Kohati told The News that the process of allotting land to the MDA was being expedited by the BoR, and will hopefully be completed within the next few months. The allotment of land would be the extension of the New Malir Housing Scheme No.1 in which applications which could not succeed in earlier balloting of MDA housing schemes would be considered.


As many as 17,000 plots of various measurements would be carved out of 2,000 acres, to preferably accommodate pending applications. “Although all such applicants have been given refunds, we will try to accommodate them for the extension of the New Malir Housing Scheme No.1,” Kohati said.


In 1996, it was decided that 6,000 acres would be allotted to the MDA for initiating the New Malir Housing Scheme No.1 for the general public and government employees, he said, adding however, that only 3,500 acres could be allotted to the MDA as there were some ownership-related issues regarding the remaining area.


The MDA demarcated 32,000 plots for various housing schemes and awarded them to the applicants through balloting; out of the 125,000 applications received for these plots, 93,000 applications could not be accommodated due to shortage of land, Kohati said.


The general public was awarded 22,000 plots and 10,000 plots were awarded to employees of the Sindh government, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), and to the MDA. More plots would be awarded to government employees, including those of the CDGK, through the extension of the New Malir Housing Scheme.


Kohati said that after getting the possession of the land, the MDA would start planning and demarcation. It will take a further five to six months to conduct balloting for the plots. The MDA DG said that there were no encroachment-related issues on the land which will be allotted to the MDA in the coming months.


He said that fresh applications could also be considered in the forthcoming scheme, depending on the decision of the government.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 14/12/2009)
‘Halepoto govt violated rules to give 2,155 acres to CDGK’

The caretaker provincial government of Justice (retd) Abdul Qadir Halepoto gave 2,155 acres land to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in 2008 in violation of the rules concerned, Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Qaim Ali Shah informed the provincial legislature on Tuesday.


Shah was furnishing a written reply in his capacity as land utilisation minister to a query made by Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto, who had sought clarification about the alleged land grabbing of 250 acres land owned by the Revenue Department in Deh Methan and 350 acres in Deh Halkani of Tapo Manghopir ñ also owned by the Revenue Department. 


The CM submitted that the Sindh government’s Land Utilization Department, on the recommendation of the “scrutiny committee” and with the approval of the caretaker provincial chief minister, had approved/granted 2,155 acres of land to the CDGK for 17 projects along Northern Bypass on a 99-year lease on “unusual terms and conditions”. Directives to this effect were issued on March 18, 2008, and land from Deh Mai Garhi, Deh Mochiko, Deh Gond Pass, Deh Bund Murad, Deh Halkani, Deh Mittagar and Deh Mohiyo was affected as a result. 

Shah said that entry was made without payment in VF-II by the Mukhtiarkars (Revenue) of Gadap Town and Keamari Town in red ink, but transaction were not completed. He said that the act of the Gadap and Keamari Mukhtiarkars to lodge the entries in the record “without full and final payment” was in contravention of terms and conditions of allotment, adding that the Mukhtiarkars concerned have been placed under suspension, and that the Revenue Executive District Officer (EDO) has been directed to cancel the entries. He said that as a policy, all allotments made are being reviewed, and suitable action will be taken on a case-to-case basis, if terms and conditions were violated.


Responding to another question of the same legislator, Shah said that the land “occupied” by Murshid Hospital in Deh Moach, Baldia Town is government state land. The total area occupied by the hospital is 32 acres, and has been under occupation reportedly for past 20 years, he said. 


Shah said that the hospital management claims allotment on old revenue documents, but these are not accepted by the Land Utilisation Department. The management of the hospital (Darul-Tasnif) filed a suit in the Sindh High Court (SHC) in 2002, claiming to have been allotted this land, and the case is being defended as such. The SHC, through its order on April 24, 2006, has ordered maintenance of status quo till the disposal of the suit with regard to possession and title of suit property, the CM said in his written reply.


Meanwhile, Sindh Relief Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, in his written reply to a question of Saleem Khursheed Khokhar about the promised compensation for heir of victims of the North Karachi blaze on 8 January 2009, said that the CM had announced Rs100,000 as compensation to the legal heirs of the 40 individuals who lost their lives. He said that the compensation, fixed at Rs100, 000 each for bread winner and Rs50, 000 each for non-bread winners, will be paid to the legal heirs of deceased persons on receipt of funds from the Finance Department.


In his written reply to a question by Nusrat Seher Abbasi, Dahar stated that Rs300,000 compensation each has been paid to the heirs of the six individuals who lost their lives in the aftermath of assassination of Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto on December 27, 2007 in District Khairpur.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 16/12/2009)
Establishment of intercity bus terminal

Govt directed to settle land allotment controversy

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the provincial law officer to resolve the controversy regarding allotment of land to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) for establishment of an intercity bus terminal.


The SHC was hearing identical petitions against faulty vehicles and illegal bus terminals in the city.


The CDGK had sought 100 acres from the Sindh government for setting up an intercity bus terminal for Punjab and NWFP-bound buses, submitted that no progress has been made for allotment of 100 acres despite an assurance by the chief secretary in this regard.


The CDGK’s counsel Manzoor Ahmed submitted that the Sindh government had previously allocated 45 acres for the intercity bus terminal but the same could not be vacated from encroachers. He said that the CDGK was ready to establish an intercity bus terminal if 100 acres, as committed by the chief secretary, were provided to the city government, allowing for the issued to be resolved for good.


The Additional Advocate General Miran Mohammad Shah submitted that he will convey the concern of the court to the chief secretary about slackness in attending the outstanding controversy. The SHC’s division bench headed by Justice Mushir Alam directing the provincial law officer to resolve the controversy regarding allotment and observed that in case no positive action is taken, then the court will pass an appropriate order as may be deemed proper.


Petitioner Islamuddin submitted that despite issuance of several directions to the traffic police regarding smoke-emitting vehicles, compliance was not made and faulty rickshaws and smoke-emitting buses and coaches were still plying on the roads. He submitted that efforts for achieving the desired result were not adequate and unnecessary delay was being caused by the respondents for solving traffic-related issues, while intercity bus terminals were not being established and the presence of intercity buses was also creating traffic problems. He also prayed to the court to order removal of all encroachments at different streets of the city. The provincial law officers assured the court that action to be taken on the complaint of the petitioner.


The traffic police also submitted its report regarding action against smoke-emitting vehicles. The DIG Traffic submitted in his comments that it is being assured that strict departmental action is taken against delinquent officers and any lapse in issuing fitness certificates. The report stated that as many as 1,614 vehicles including 50 buses, 256 coaches, 87 trucks were declared unfit at the time of renewal of fitness certificate at inspection due to smoke pollution in the last two months.

(The News-14, 16/12/2009)
Two killed in police action against ‘land-grabbers’

KARACHI, Dec 16: Two men were killed and several others wounded on Wednesday when law-enforcers and suspected squatters traded fire after the latter tried to clear a housing society on the Superhighway of alleged land-grabbers. The police claimed that the land had been cleared of encroachments as was ordered by the Sindh High Court. 


Officials and witnesses said that a joint anti-encroachment operation was launched by the police and Rangers to dislodge the illegal occupants from the Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society. 


They said a heavy contingent of the Gadap Town police moved into the area in the afternoon to clear three sectors – 7-A, 7-B and 5-A – of the 233-acre land, but returned empty-handed after hundreds of people, including women and children, resisted the operation, pelting the law-enforcers with stones and shouting slogans against them. 


A senior official said the police authorities sought support from the Rangers, and by the evening, the strength of the law-enforcers had almost doubled. The joint force first surrounded the area and warned the people to withdraw voluntarily or face action. 


“The situation didn’t become normal and some armed persons fired several shots at the police party,” said Rao Anwar, the SP of the Gadap Town police. “We first retreated considering the presence of women and children among the agitators, but frequent firing from the armed men forced both the Rangers and police to return fire.” 


A police van carrying SP Anwar also came under attack. The van was hit by some nine bullets. As the guns fell silent at sunset, the police found two people dead and some eight others wounded while most of the alleged encroachers had left the scene amid firing. 


“The two dead men have been identified as Aftab and Sarwar,” said DSP Iftikhar Lodhi, the supervisory police officer of the Sohrab Goth area. “We have arrested some 16 persons, including two women. The women are likely to be released after initial questioning. The action was taken on the orders of the high court, which was moved by the allottees of the society against the encroachment and won a verdict in their favour.” 


Though it was a third such action by the law-enforcers in a month, the police authorities this time claimed that the operation against encroachers was successfully completed and the land was cleared of encroachers. 


The wounded persons included Jabbar, Imran, Wazeer, Irfan, Imam Deen, Arshad, Irshad Bhatti and Aziz. 

More than 100 families had been settled on the three sectors of the encroached land allegedly by area influentials pretending that they had the support of a ruling party. 


The police also removed the ruling party’s flags from the encroached area. 


“We kept operating against the encroachers to evacuate the Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society in recent past,” said SP Rao of Gadap Town. “But every time we moved, the land-grabbers used women and children as a shield. Today (Wednesday) we moved with conviction and finally achieved the desired results.” 

He said the initial interrogation revealed that the land-grabbers after encroaching the society’s three sectors named them Allah Rakhio Goth and Sukhia Goth to frustrate any official action pretending that these settlements were homes of poor people. 


“Further investigations revealed that most of the families were brought in from the New Karachi area and settled on the three sectors of the society,” he said. Though the police failed to arrest any prime suspect of the whole affair, the investigators said they had identified several people led by a man named Noor Mohammad Burfat. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 17/12/2009)

Katchi Abadis established till 1997 to be regularized; Soomro

The Sindh government intends to regularise Katchi Abadis (slum areas) established between 1985 and 1997, said Sindh Law Minister Muhammad Ayaz Soomro while presenting the “Sindh Katchi Abadis (Amendment) Bill-2009” before the Sindh Assembly on Wednesday.


The bill said that in order to provide relief to dwellers of the remaining Katchi Abadis across the province, there is a need to extend the cut-off date for regularise Katchi Abadis in Sindh from March 23, 1985 to June 30, 1997. The bill pointed out that the Punjab government has already extended the cut-off date for regularisation of Katchi Abadis constructed between March 23, 1985 and December 31, 2006 through an amendment. 


The provincial government also introduced a bill for the establishment of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University in Benazirabad (Nawabshah) district. Another bill pertaining to the establishment of Sindh Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority was also introduced. 


Two bills were deferred for Friday: the first is the Sindh Protection and Prohibition of Amenity Plots Bill 2009, while the second pertains to the revival of the magistracy system of local governance. The latter was deferred for the fifth time.

(The News-14, 17/12/2009)
2,155 acres allotted to city govt cancelled, PA told

KARACHI, Dec 17: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, who also holds the portfolio of land utilisation, told the Sindh Assembly on Thursday that the 2,155 acres allotted to the city district government Karachi by the last caretaker government for the CDGK’s 17 projects had been cancelled. 


He was answering a question asked by Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto during the question hour in the assembly. 


He said the Sindh government’s Land Utilisation Department, on the recommendation of the scrutiny committee and with the approval of the caretaker chief minister of Sindh, had given 2,155 acres to the CDGK for its 17 projects. 


The land allotted was along the Northern Bypass in Deh Mai Garhi, Deh Mochiko, Deh Gond Pass, Deh Bund Murad, Deh Halkani, Deh Mittagar and Deh Mohiyo on a 99-year lease to the CDGK on usual terms, vide order 05-64-06-/SO-II/192/08, dated March 18, 2008, for different purposes. 

However, he said, without payment an entry was made in VF-II by the mukhtiarkar (revenue) of Gadap Town and Keamari Town in red ink while the transaction was not completed. He said the act of the mukhtiarkar to keep entries in the record without full payment had been in contravention of the terms of allotment. 


The mukhtiarkars concerned had been suspended and the executive district officer (revenue) directed to cancel the entries. 


The CM said that as a policy all allotments made were being reviewed and suitable action would be taken on a case-to-case basis, if warranted, for violation of the terms. 


Replying to another question of the same member, the chief minister affirmed that the land occupied by the Murshid Hospital in Deh Moach, Baldia Town, was government land. He said the total area occupied by the hospital was 32 acres. The land had reportedly been occupied for the last 20 years. 

He said the hospital management claimed that the allotment was made on old revenue documents, which were not accepted by the land utilisation department. 


The management of the hospital (Darul-Tansif (Pvt) Ltd) had filed a suit (2/2002) claiming to have been allotted this land. The case was being defended as such. 


He said the court though its order dated April 24, 2006 had ordered the maintenance of the status quo till the disposal of the suit with regard to the possession and title of the suit property, and since the matter was sub judice, he would not make any comment on it. 


Answering a question of the opposition’s Arif Mustafa Jatoi, the chief minister gave details of the land allotted in the Education City. 


He said 8,900.21 acres of land in Deh Chuhar of Gadap Town was allocated for Education City (see inset). 

He said that as per the criteria, the land was allotted for the establishment of educational and health institutions. It could be allotted at not less than 50 per cent of the market value. 


Answering a question of Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto about illegally obtained 250 acres in Deh Methan and 350 in Deh Halkani, the chief minister said that the EDO (revenue) of the CDGK had reported that about 100 to 150 acres of state land of Deh Methan and Deh Halkani had been vacated by land-grabbers after various agencies launched a joint anti-encroachment campaign. 


However, the land was again occupied illegally by people, who were building houses on it. But efforts were being made against land-grabbers under the Removal of Encroachment Act and the act had recently been amended to give stricter punishment to the culprits, and a special force was being created in the Board of Revenue for the removal of encroachments and protection of state land, he added. 


Answering a question asked by Muhammed Nawaz Chandio, the chief minister said that according to Section 50 of the Sindh Land Revenue Act, 1967, all forest quarry, unclaimed, unoccupied, deserted or wasteland, not specifically belonging to land owners, shall be presumed to be belonging to the government. 


He said that a total of 214,105-37 acres of government land was available in Sindh (except Karachi) for distribution/grant to deserving haris/actual tillers of the soil as reported by all district officers (revenue) in Sindh (except Karachi) with the following break-up: barrage land 137,990-22 acres, katcha land 45,358-15, and barani land 30,757 acres. 


Mr Shah told the house that spadework had been done at field level and now the government was finalising the programme for the distribution of the barrage and katcha land to landless cultivators with a package for the development of the land and agriculture inputs. 


Answering a question of Arif Mustafa Jatoi, the chief minister said it was a fact that the government had granted an area of 13,674 acres in different dehs of Karachi form 1973 to 1976 to Pakistan Steel. 

He said the total cost of the land was initially determined as Rs176,532,010 which was subsequently reduced to Rs50 million in the year 1975 as the transfer of the land was for the establishment of mills. 


In reply to a question, he gave location-wise details of the 451 sanctioned villages and 315 unsanctioned villages in the CDGK with the population of each village up to 1996. He said the list was tentative, and an updated and final list would be submitted after the completion of an on-going door-to-door survey. 


About the issuance of CNICs to residents, he said Nadra might be in a better position to answer that question. 


Another questioner was informed that no government land was allotted or leased out to any person in Khairpur district from Jan 1 to July 30, 2008.

(Dawn-15, 18/12/2009)

Law passed to regularise pre-’97 Katchi Abadis

The Sindh Assembly on Thursday unanimously passed the Sindh Katchi Abadis (Amendment) Bill-2009, empowering the provincial government to regularise the Abadis across the province that were established before June 30, 1997.


Sindh Katchi Abadis Minister Rafiq Engineer said that that the law was aimed at providing relief to dwellers of the remaining Katchi Abadis by extending the cut-off date for regularisation from March 23, 1985 to June 30, 1997. He said that the need to extend date of regularisation was felt, as Punjab had already extended date of regularisation of its shanty towns and slum areas to 2006. He said that this law would also help develop Katchi Abadis by providing basic amenities and constructing cheap houses for the poor.

Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PML-Q) legislator Nuzhat Pathan appreciated the law, but suggested that it would be advisable for the government to look into the fact that the concept of Katchi Abadis has changed. She said that that a new trend has emerged, whereby influential people grab land in the name of slum areas through their agents. She said that a committee comprising of legislators should be set up at district level, so that only the deserving could get leases. 


Pathan said that there were 400 Katchi Abadis in Qasimabad, Hyderabad, adding that the home department and other departments concerned should take action against the mafias who had occupied the slum areas.


Awamin National Part (ANP) legislator Amanullah Mahsood criticised the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) for not considering Katchi Abadis as part of the city, and demolishing them. 


Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) legislator Ibrar retorted that the CDGK provided basic amenities to 62 villages in the city, and for first time, also provided drinking water to residents of Keamari. He maintained, however, that the MQM supported the bill, and also appreciated the revenue department for establishing a cell to conduct an inquiry into fake old villages. He said that the poor reside in slum areas and it was their long-standing demand that they should be given a lease.


Sindh Law Minister Muhammad Ayaz Soomro said that that it was Benazir Bhutto’s dream to regularise slum areas, which is now being realized. 


Munawar Abbasi suggested that the cut-off date should be extended beyond 1997, as many Katchi Abadis had emerged during the last decade. He said that the rate of lease should not be charged from the poor at market rates.


Anwar Mahr, Sharjeel Memon, Shamim Ara Panhwar, Nadeem Bhutto and Ram Singh Sodho also spoke in favour of the bill.


The Sindh Assembly also unanimously passed a law to enable the provincial government to establish the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University in Benazirabad (formerly Nawabshah) district. 


Sindh Law Minister Ayaz Soomro said that that establishing a modern university in other districts of the province was needed. Information minister Shazia Marri, Munawar Abbasi, Marvi Rashdi, Humera Alwani, Shamim Ara Panhwar, Bachal Shah, Nusrat Abbasi, Dr Abdul Sattar Rajpar, Anwar Mahr and Ram Singh Sodhi also spoke in favour of the bill.


Sindh Law Minister Ayaz Soomro also introduced a bill to establish the “Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University” in Lyari, Karachi. The bill would be taken for consideration later.


Another bill pertaining to establishing the “People’s University of Medical and Health Sciences for Women” in Benazirabad district was also introduced. 


One more bill, the “Sindh Criminal Prosecution Services (constitution, functions and powers) Bill, 2009 was also introduced. However, considerations on the Sindh Technical Education and Vocational Training Authority Bill was deferred.


Meanwhile, Sindh Culture and Tourism Minister Sassui Palejo said that the provincial government would provide financial assistance to TV artiste, Qamarunisa Hakro, who is suffering from cancer. 


A summary in this regard has been moved to the chief minister, she said, while responding to a point of order raised by Nuzhat Pathan. Palejo said that the chief minister has also approved Rs1.5 million for the treatment of Professor Mushtaq Mirani, while the culture department has also recently given Rs300,000 to artist A.R. Baloch for treatment.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 18/12/2009)
Displaced but rehabilitated

The Northern Bypass project started in the year 2002, but the project was marred by the collapse of the bridge located at Shershah, alongside the Northern Bypass. The bridge caved in on Sept 1, 2007 -- only a month after its inauguration, killing six people.
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Located in the commercial industrial area of the city, the bridge had a direct impact on industrial traffic in the area. "Ever since the bridge collapsed, traffic here has gone haywire with heavy-load trucks and small vehicles all having to pass through the same narrow and broken roads. We were better off before, when there was no bridge and construction," said Muhammad Mehboob, owner of a flour factory located in the vicinity. "And since it was built by the government's own companies, there is no one to question them," he lamented.

There aren't many settlements that mark any significant population displacement due to the project. Since the entire length of the highway is located in the outskirts of the city, there do not seem many displacements which were carried out for the execution of the project. There are, however, a few illegal Goths alongside the Shershah bridge, such as the March Goth and the Mauripur Goth.

At the time of construction in 2002, these Goths were moved back with clearing a few of the settlements on the edges. "There were a total of 77 encroachers who we paid through the Revenue Department of the CDGK," said Mushtaq Ahmed Kalhoro, Director Construction of the Northern Bypass.

The evacuation was executed by the CDGK under the Revenue department, which paid a paltry sum of Rs50,000 as compensation per unit.

There were also some houses which were relocated in March Goth. Mohammed Ameen, a resident of the Goth, owned a house at the foremost corner of the village, which was demolished as per the construction plan and was given compensation. He was also promised a plot, which he has still has not been allotted, despite a lapse of seven years. "Due to a lack of space, I had to send back my family back to my village in interior Sindh," Ameen told Kolachi.
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Mauripur Goth -- a mixed settlement of Balochs, Pathans and Sindhis, was also evacuated in parts. Unlike the largest displacement at the Lyari Expressway, there was hardly any relocation planned for these people, except for the Rs50,000 remuneration. Most people in the village still seem happy, as life for them has not been much affected by the new construction.

"These were illegal settlements but have now been incorporated into a town by the CDGK, the Mauripur Town, and is now managed under a separate department called Gothabad," Aijaz, a representative of the CDGK Revenue department told Kolachi.

The Northern Bypass – recognised as the second shortest motorway and the longest bypass -- is known as M-10. The 56-kilometre-long track is located in the northern outskirts of Karachi, and this expressway was built especially for the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and heavy traffic vehicles. 

The project was started under the patronage of National Highway Authority on land bought for Rs74 million from the city government. The project was executed in two packages: Package-I includes a 32-km-long road that starts from West Wharf at the ICI Bridge, and passes from Manghopir, RCD highway, up to Halkani Town. Package-II passes through the outskirts of Surjani Town, SITE, Gulshan-e-Maymar and ends at the Super Highway. This track is 24.638km long. 

The total cost of the venture was estimated at Rs2,201.17 million, but the completed project in 2007 cost a total of Rs3,197.54 million. Started on September 1, 2002, the only circumferential highway in Karachi was finished by NLC Engineers and ECI (Pvt) Ltd contractors on May 10, 2007.

"This project reduces travel time, vehicle operating cost, protects the city road pavements from heavy axle loadings, reduces pollution level, and improves the transport network serving the outbound and inbound Karachi port traffic," said Riaz Shah, project member at National Highway Authority.  

 Meanwhile, the bridge that collapsed at Shershah lies broken even after a lapse of almost two years. "It was supposed to be completed in November 2009, but the rubble is still there and it blocks the road and hinders smooth traffic flow," said Zahid Farooq, Director of Urban Resource Centre, a research institute.

(By Samia Saleem, The News-40 Kolachi, 20/12/2009)
Rs 7.73bn for DHA uplift projects


KARACHI: The annual meeting of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) governing body on Sunday approved a budget of Rs 7.73 billion for various development projects of the authority for the fiscal year 2009-2010.


The meeting also reviewed the ongoing development projects and other policy matters of the DHA. The body’s chairman Defence Secretary Lt Gen (retd) Syed Athar Ali presided over the meeting.


It is pertinent to mention that in the fiscal year 2008-09, Rs 9 billion had been earmarked for the DHA’s development projects.


DHA Administrator Brig Khalid Tirmizi presented the progress report and reiterated that the authority was poised to move forward with a vision and a well-defined strategy to ensure it remains a versatile organisation ready to perform.


The governing body chairman urged the DHA to approach special projects with a positive approach and to move forward on a fast track basis to maintain the credibility of the organisation.


He ordered completion of the Gizri flyover including installation of sound barriers and road lights and the refurbishment of the flyover’s surrounding roads at the earliest. The governing body expressed satisfaction over the efficacy and working of newly laid drains in the DHA areas that swiftly drained rainwater during last monsoon rains.


The governing body was informed that the infrastructure development at the upcoming DHA City on Super Highway would commence from Dec 2010 after undertaking town planning on modern lines.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 22/12/2009)

‘Webb Ground’ judgment gives new hope

On 18 December 2009, the Supreme Court of Pakistan gave a historic judgment and ordered Army Welfare Trust & House of Habib to clear out of 4.958 acre playground which they have unlawfully encroached to build a hypermarket - Marko in the Saddar area. How did this state of affairs come about?


In 1938, the 5-acre ‘Webb Ground’ in Lines Area was leased by the cantonment/army authorities to the Karachi Grammar School for a ‘recreation ground’ for sports activities; it was also used by the children of the area as a playground.


In the late 1970s, most of Lines Area was transferred to the City Government by the cantonment/army, and a master-plan prepared showing ‘Webb Ground’ as a playground.

On 19 December 2002, the Webb Ground plot, which had earlier been illegally ‘commercialised’ by the Ministry of Defence was leased-out for 90 years to the Army Welfare Trust (AWT), a military-business (“Milbus”) NGO, at a throwaway price of Rs 6,020 for the whole 4.958 acre (24,000 square yard), which comes to about 25 paisas per square yards. 


On 7 July 2006, the plot was sub-leased by the AWT for an initial period of 30 years to Makro-Habib, for the establishment of a ‘Cash & Carry’ departmental store, at the rate of Rs 17.5 million annually with an advance of 100 million. The partners in crime were SHV Holdings NV Netherlands, House of Habib and Army Welfare Trust. SHV Holdings have now pulled out of a number of countries in Asia including Pakistan. However at the time of construction and the commissioning of this crime, this multinational cowboy knew of the willful encroachment of the playground.


On August 2007, an area resident filed a ‘Public Interest Litigation’ case in the High Court of Sindh and asked for re-instatement of the playground/amenity plot. 


On 22 August 2007, the Court issued a ‘status quo’ order (no further construction to be carried out), however, in defiance of this order, Makro-Habib continued construction.


The highly paid legal team of Marko-Habib had the case dismissed ex-parte in the Sindh High Court using legal chicanery because of the turmoil caused by the PCO judges.


When the judges were restored, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry took suo motu notice of this case. 


On 18 December 2009, the historic judgment of the Supreme Court ordered;


(i) The cancellation of AWT lease, and the subsequent sub-lease to Makro-Habib.


(ii) Declared Webb Ground as a playground, and reverted it back to CDGK.


(iii) CDGK to develop it as a proper playground.


(iv) Makro-Habib to vacate the ground within three months.


In Pakistan the rich and powerful are beyond the law, and can loot and plunder at will. The citizens of Pakistan should be grateful that we now have courageous judges who consider the rule of law stronger than the influence of the powerful, corrupt and rich elite of Pakistan.

(The News-17, 26/12/2009)
Land owners slate DHA over new charges

The imposition of the differential cost on property in Defence Housing Authority (DHA) Phase-VII extension has perturbed the prospective residents and traders of the area, The News has learnt. 


Prospective residents believe that the charges have seriously diminished their chance to get any material benefit from landowning in the DHA in the near future. Concerned citizens argue that the DHA and Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) already have a number of charges and taxes for property owners, residents, and traders of the area, and the sudden levying of such new charges will not only inflict a heavy cost to lot owners, but it will also hamper development and settlements in what is now a desolate part of DHA. 


On its part, the DHA has said that its Phase-VII (extension) area, whose land is near Mehmoodabad Nullah, is open for construction by the property owners, but only after they pay the recently announced differential costs of their respective pieces of land so to settle the lease issue of their plots. 


The DHA announcement in this connection, displayed at the notice board of the authority’s main office, and so far the only communiqué on the issue with concerned public, reads: “The DHA is pleased to announce that lease issue of Phase-VII (extension) has been resolved. The government of Sindh has decided to lease out the area of Phase-VII (extension) on payment of differential cost amounting to Rs1,342 million.


“The cost of differential amount will be recovered from the allottees/transferees of residential and commercial plots at the rate of Rs2,145 per square yard. Phase-VII (extension) is open for construction, and allottees/transferees are requested to pay the differential cost and get possession of their plots by 31 January 2010. A surcharge of 15 per cent per annum will be levied on delayed payment of differential cost after 31 January 2010.” 


United Defence Clifton Estate Agents’ Association President Raja Mazhar told The News that the new charges under the pretext of differential cost on property owners of the Phase-VII (extension) area had been levied without any prior consultation, announcement, or communication with prospective residents of the area. 


He said that the differential cost had been levied on landowners at a time when they were already under obligation to pay development and additional charges to the authority for owning property in the locality.


Mazhar said that the sudden introduction of charges on plots in Phase-VII (extension) would have a negative bearing on the real estate business and related transactions in the area, which had already been dampened due to the prevailing slump in the market. Further, he said, the idea of levying 15 per cent surcharge on differential cost after the expiry of the deadline is cause for more frustration of the property owners of the area.


DHA Town Planning and Building Control Director Colonel (retd) Zahid Akbar said that the amount to be collected by the DHA from property owners of the Phase-VII (extension) under the differential charges will be completely transferred to Sindh government. The differential cost has nothing to do with development and additional development charges for the area, he said. 


“In this case, the DHA is acting merely as a post office, withholding nothing but transferring the entire amount to the Sindh government,” Akbar maintained. 


He said that the revised price of the Phase-VII (extension) land, acquired from the provincial government in 1992, had been determined as Rs5.314 million per acre, and with this cost, the DHA has to pay between Rs1.3 and 1.4 billion for 282 acres of land for the area. 


He said that there was an unjust resolution of the issue against plot owners of the area, as the Sindh government has been charging cost for the entire land including areas reserved for building roads and other amenity facilities in the neighbourhood. In such transaction of land, the cost of the land is generally reserved for amenities and road construction, and is not recovered from the new owners and developers of the land, he said. 


A resident of DHA Phase-VII alleged, however, that the DHA had been introducing such new charges for residents and property owners of the area as it had failed to levy and recover refurbishment tax from the residents for building its new storm water drainage and roads infrastructure in the area.


Total amount of differential charges as per sizes of plots is as under: 


a. 100 square yards size: amount Rs 214,500

b. 120 square yards size: amount Rs 257,400

c. 150 square yards: amount Rs 321,750

d. 200 square yards: Rs 429,000

e. 300 square yards: amount Rs 643,500

f. 500 square yards size: Rs 1,072,500.

(By Azeem Samar, The News-18, 26/12/2009)
Land mafia’s hand found in estate-agent killings

KARACHI, Dec 27: Seventeen real-estate agents have been murdered in the city over the last six months in what investigators and stakeholders termed incidents of targeted killing, pointing the finger at the ‘land mafia’. 


Data acquired by Dawn from officials and independent sources indicates that police stations in several parts of the city have registered 17 such cases under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code since July 2009 where the victims dealt in property business. 


“The cases were registered in all the three zones – east, west and south – of the police organisational map [of Karachi],” said a source. 


“A majority of them ran real-estate agencies or directly dealt in property business, while there were a few who worked in the profession on a part-time basis or to supplement their income.” 


He said that investigations had hardly made any progress in any of the 17 cases, and no suspects had been apprehended so far. However, he added, the victims’ profession was thought to be a major reason behind these killings, with other officials pointing the finger at the ‘land mafia’. 


Those at the helm of police affairs say that the authorities recognise the fact that the real estate business has boomed in Karachi in recent times, attracting the attention of people with both political and mafia backing. 


“A direct link to the land mafia has been found in such killings,” said Abdul Qadir Thebo, the DIG of Investigations. “There are some cases which were the result of some dispute or personal enmity, but the main reasons lay with the involvement of the mafia in this business. This [issue] requires effort from all people concerned.” 


Only this month, a property dealer and his guard were killed, while his driver received serious wounds, when two gunmen sprayed them with bullets on the main Sunset Boulevard, within the remit of the Defence police station. 


A few weeks earlier, a real estate agent was intercepted and shot dead by some armed men in the Clifton area when he was returning home in Sultanabad. 


The stakeholders concerned believe that political support is being afforded to the land mafia in the city, and they feel increasingly insecure. They also do not appear to know what forum to raise the issue at. 


“The interests of these individuals or groups have gone beyond plots or land,” said Farooq-uz-Zaman Khan, the chairman of the Association of Builders and Developers. 

“They have started targeting finished products, that is apartments and bungalows, built by our member organisations, who then face a new challenge: to get these mafia people to vacate the buildings.” 

He said the association had taken up the issue with the administration, but there were hardly a few cases which had been resolved. The number of incidents kept increasing with each passing day, he added. 


“The police and authorities are duly briefed about the trend so that we can seek their help, but our priority remains the political leadership, as the groups involved in these activities enjoy the support of one group or another,” said the ABAD chairman. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 28/12/2009)

Heritage goes up in flames


KARACHI: Not only were shops set ablaze by miscreants following the suicide attack on the Muharram 10 procession on MA Jinnah Road on Monday, but historical and protected heritage buildings of the city dating back to the colonial era including a portion of old Karachi Municipal Corporation (KMC) were set on fire. 


[image: image6.jpg]


A number of government officials were contacted, but none of them knew what happened to the historical buildings or the maps stored in the KMC building.


According to prominent conservation architect Yasmeen Lari, these maps dated back to the year 1874. They were the earliest city survey maps that were made on the basis of the Great Indian Trigonometric Survey conducted at that time. 


Like the great fire of Rome that destroyed the greatest city in the Roman era and known as the darkest chapters of Roman history, the historians of Karachi would also term the incidents of arson on Monday as the worst incident in history of Karachi in terms of heritage damage. Most of the historical buildings are burnt to such an extent that their restoration might be impossible.


The MA Jinnah Road (formerly Bunder Road) is home to hundreds of historical buildings that belong to the colonial era and owing to their presence, historians call this area as an open museum of heritage.


The road also has the distinction of having some of the finest historical buildings built during the British rule, and according to Lari, the one-and-a-half kilometres distance between the KMC building and Merewether Tower, there are about 60 historical buildings, majority of them protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Protection Act. Under the act, 600 such buildings were declared protected in the city in 1996. The Theosophical Hall, Denso Hall, Mama Parsi School, Khaliqdina Hall, Sugan Mansion, Radio Pakistan Building, NJV High School and Richmand Crawford Veterinary Hospital are some of these historical treasures. Besides the KMC building, other historical buildings set ablaze on Monday included the Mohsin Ali Building, Akbar building and a portion of the Denso Hall.


“The losses of the burnt historical buildings must be evaluated,” said Lari. The Sindh Cultural Department, custodian of these buildings, seemed least bothered about the destruction of the city’s heritage.


When this scribe contacted the department’s secretary Shams Jaffrani to inquire about the number of buildings declared protected are located on MA Jinnah Road, he had no clue. “It’s off today and I don’t remember the number of projected heritage buildings on the road...let the offices open and I will answer your questions then,” he said. On another question, Jaffrani said his department has not initiated any survey of the historical buildings damaged by fire. Sindh Culture Minister Sassui Palijo said since she is out of city, she has no idea about the number of buildings damaged in the arson attacks.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 30/12/2009)

Military land case to be reopened by PAC

ISLAMABAD: The Public Accounts Committee of the National Assembly has decided to reopen the case of what has been described as the biggest-ever ‘misuse’ of military land worth billions of rupees, condoned by former president Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf in 2008.

Many attempts were made in the past to regularise commercialisation of A-Lands (lands allocated for military installations), but the caretaker government of Mohammedmian Soomro decided to condone the ‘misuse’ of military land since independence as a one-time measure and regularised all transactions, a document revealed.

“We have asked military authorities to revisit their laws regarding use of A-Land or demolish all commercial entities set up on the military lands,” Yasmin Rehman, a member of the PAC and head of its implementation and monitoring committee, told Dawn.

“We have asked military authorities to demolish commercial plazas and marriage halls constructed on A-Lands illegally,” she said.

The document shows that military authorities sold or leased out state land worth billions of rupees for commercial purposes since 1937 despite the fact that the land was purely meant for departmental use.

The condoning of A-1 land means regularisation of the use of military land for commercial purposes, ranging from conversion of agriculture land into residential one, establishing large stores/shopping areas, stadiums, clubs, petrol pumps, restaurants, marriage halls, joy lands, ice factories, cattle markets, educational institutions, recreation parks, cinemas, CSDs and shops.

Ms Yasmin said military officials had given a briefing to the PAC a few months ago but failed to satisfy it.

Director General of the Military Lands and Cantonment Maj-Gen Azhar Ali Shah told the PAC that the military had to generate additional funds because the government had not met its requirements.

“A meeting of the committee will be called shortly and it will recommended action against misuse of A-Land,” she said.

According to the document, the caretaker cabinet approved a summary/policy submitted by the ministry of defence on March 13, 2008, on “use of A-1 land for commercial and welfare activities by the three Services and Canteen Stores Department”.

“All activities (use of military land) undertaken so far on A-1 land shall be governed by the new policy with immediate effect. The rent shall be fixed for the current financial year and accounted for in the light of the above policy. As one-time measures, deposit of rent, etc, before the implementation of this policy is condoned and all such activities undertaken so far stand regularised as fait accompli cases,” the document says.

“In future, no welfare project will be initiated without prior approval of the respective service chief and all activities on A-1 land will be managed by the respective formations under direct supervision of the concerned formation commander and will be governed by a policy approved by the respective service chief.”

When contacted, Inter Services Public Relation officials did not defend the condoning of the past use of A-1 land.

They said the new A-1 land use policy was formulated under the directives of the Departmental Accounts Committee and PAC.

An official said that although under the rules of business, the defence secretary, being a Principal Accounting Officer of Defence Forces, could have approved the policy, it was presented to the federal cabinet for approval.

(By Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn-1, 31/12/2009)

Karachi’s heritage goes up in smoke

The carnage on the historical M.A. Jinnah Road (former Bunder Road) after a peaceful Ashura procession was hit by a suicide bomber on Monday afternoon has not only devoured several dozen precious lives, but also badly damaged the Wadhumal Odharam area of Serai Quarters that has historical significance. 


“Prior to partition, Hindu families lived in Wadhumal area of Serai Quarters. Its beautiful buildings degraded considerably after partition because each apartment in the area was then inhibited by several families,” noted architect and town planner Arif Hasan told The News. “The Denso Hall area that has beautiful buildings of 19th century has also been affected by fire,” he said.


“Since independence, Wadhumal Odharam and Ranchore Quarters, the British civic and recreational centres, have been under severe market pressures. The pressures are that of infiltration of markets from the Old Town Quarters, accompanied with the intrinsic physical qualities of the quarters, of wider roads, spacious ground floors of larger buildings than those of the Old Town Quarters. Their proximity to the port is an additional asset. These factors have also encouraged the establishment of new markets,” writes noted architect and town planner Yasmin Cheema in her remarkable study: The Historical Quarters of Karachi.


The markets that were reduced to ashes on Monday include Iqbal Market, wholesale market, Chhani Market, plastic market and Light House market. As many as 80 markets have been damaged, including 12 that were completely gutted.


Ironically, these buildings, shops and markets have not been put on fire by mourners but by unknown persons. Apparently their objective was not only to destabilise the city but to pave way for the mighty land mafia that is adamant to demolish all old, historical buildings and replace them with skyscrapers.


“I was there in the procession when the blast took place although I was not close enough to see the dead bodies. But I can say with confidence that people who put shops and markets on fire were not mourners. The mourners were empty-handed and had no petrol or other inflammable materials with them,” Syed Zain Haider, 18, told The News.


“The land mafia can have a role in carnage. In fact, somebody told me that even the gun battle in Lyari has the backing of land mafia because it wants to evacuate that area from its centuries-old inhabitants and build skyscrapers there,” Arif Hasan said. Hasan pointed out that after the World Trade Organisation (WTO) started dictating with a big bang, underground economy has taken refuge in real estate, especially the one related to foreign currency and gold and is asserting across the world. As a result of WTO policies, underground economy is no longer underground and had gone into real estate; it is pressuring local government and exerting pressure to change the building by-laws, Hasan said.


Hasan said that in the model which was operative in Karachi, the most dangerous aspect was that land has become a commodity, he regretted. 


The Serai Quarters that has been badly hit by Monday’s carnage include both hazardous and non-hazardous markets. The hazardous markets include the Kaghazi Bazaar, the chemical market and the grain market (Dhaan Mandi) while the non-hazardous markets include the electrical appliances market, the vegetable, fruit and meat markets, the betel leaf market, footwear and sports goods market and the second-hand goods market.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-14, 31/12/2009)
Only 18 out of 32 CDGK fire tenders used in dousing operations

Only 18 of the 32 fire tenders of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) could be used in dousing operations in Boulton Market and nearby wholesale markets, as the other 14 fire tenders were in disrepair, The News has learnt.


Sources said that some six months ago, the fire department was to add 13 refurbished fire tenders to its fleet, thereby taking the total number of fire tenders to 43. This could not happen, sources said, and the fire department currently has only 32 fire tenders.

The need for working fire tenders was fulfilled by seven fire tenders of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT), three from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), one from Port Qasim Authority (PQA) and a few other fire tenders from other agencies. Similarly, five fire tenders from the Hyderabad city government also participated in the rescue operation.


A total of three snorkels of the fire department and one from the Hyderabad city government also participated in the rescue operation, but one snorkel fell out of order minutes after the start of the dousing and rescue operation.


Sources said that the first fire tender which reached the spot had a minimal capacity of carrying water, and this was barely enough for any sort of rescue operation. 


The actual rescue operation started at 6.00pm on the day of the incident, when the fire had already spun out of control, sources claimed.


One of the sources argued that the affected place should have been cordoned off for speedy rescue operations, claiming that the attacks on the fire fighters by the public made rescue operations almost impossible. “The problem was that the public started attacking fire fighters,” said a source. “After the scuffle with some hooligans, I searched for my hammer, but then we realised that those who attacked us had taken four of our hammers with them,” he said.


There were other lacunas highlighted during the fire incident: the fire departments of different agencies had no incident command system (ICS) to communicate with each other ñ a requirement during major fire fighting operations. The ICS includes a comprehensive communication system, logistic support and coordination amongst the stakeholders concerned. 


No command post had been established at the place of the incident, and as a result, information could not be centrally gathered and disbursed. Sources said that more than 1,000 fire fighters were busy in rescue operations, but were not equipped with handheld wireless sets. 


Most personnel relied on their personal cellular phones to contact their superiors during the operation, sources said, adding that despite repeated demands, fire fighters are not being provided with wireless sets. “That is the reason that there seemed a complete disorder when someone wanted to contact a colleague during the rescue operation,” sources said.


Sources said that cellular phones are not deemed reliable when fire fighters are busy in any operation, as cellular signals vary from place to place, and the use of water may also damage the phone sets. 


“Fire fighters internationally are always equipped with handheld wireless, but despite the fact that these sets are easily available in the local market at Rs20,000 each, they are not being provided to the fire fighters,” sources said.


Besides not being equipped with safety gears, sources said, the fire fighters have also not been provided with a meal during the prolonged operation that started on December 28, and continues till the filing of this report. Sources said that a welfare organisation had provided meals to them, albeit irregularly, as part of its welfare activities. 


Sources said that a lack of coordination amongst different departments was another factor behind the slower operation of the fire department, as even the debris was removed by fire fighters themselves.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 31/12/2009)
