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Registration of murder case against Rangers men ordered

KARACHI, June 30: Police have been ordered to register a murder case against some personnel of the Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) for killing two labourers in an alleged shootout in the Gulshan-i-Iqbal area. 


A district and sessions court (east) on Tuesday directed the SHO of the Mobina Town police station to register the case on the complaint of Liaquat, father of one of the deceased labourers. 


The applicant, Liaquat, filed the application under Section 22-A of the criminal procedure code in the court of district and sessions judge (east), stating that his son, Sajjad Abbassi, and his cousin, Zohaib Abbassi, were killed in a “staged encounter” by the Rangers personnel. 


He said that they were going on a motorcycle when two Rangers personnel, Javed Iqbal and Qasim, signalled them to stop on the main University Road on June 18, 2009, but shot them dead when they did not stop. 

He maintained that in a bid to avoid legal action, the Rangers claimed that they killed two robbers in an encounter. 


The applicant informed the court that he approached the Mobina Town police station to lodge a case against the Rangers personnel, but the police denied him the right to lodge a complaint. 

He prayed to the court to direct the SHO of the police station concerned to lodge a case against the two Rangers personnel, Havaldar Javed Iqbal and driver Qasim. 


As the district and sessions judge (east) was on leave, the judicial officer in charge of the district and sessions court (east), Judge Abdullah Channa, ordered the SHO concerned to record the statement of the applicant and lodge a case against those nominated by the applicant. 


Remand 

A judicial magistrate remanded on Tuesday a suspect in police custody till July 1 in the firecrackers factory blast case. 


The police claimed to have arrested one of the suspects, Badar-uz-Zaman, on June 29 while his alleged accomplices — Haji Yaseen, Babar and factory owner Azeem — were stated to be still at large. 


The prosecution said that the powerful blast occurred in an illegal firecrackers’ manufacturing factory in Gharibabad on June 26 and left two people dead and over two dozen others injured. 


A case (FIR 101/09) was registered at the Sharifabad police station under Sections 302 (murder), 324 (attempted murder), 427 (mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty rupees) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code and Sections 4 and 5 of the Explosive Substances Act, 1908 on behalf of the state.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-13, 01/07/2009)

Police foil bid to kidnap two minors

The Mehmoodabad police foiled the kidnapping bid of two minors, and arrested two suspects who were trying to take the children to Kashmore, on the Sindh-Punjab border. The police also recovered the two children, along with looted property.


According to Abdul Naeem Awan, an estate agent by profession, residing in a house R-605, Street-10, Sector-B, Akhtar Colony, on the morning of June 26, 2009, his son Momin Awan was playing outside the house of his relative in Akhtar colony, whom his family was visiting. When he went outside to check on his son, who was playing in the lane, he was unable to find him. During the search, he was informed that another child, James alias Rahul, 10, son of Babar Masih, was also missing.


Later on, it came to their notice that the accused neigbour, Mohammed Shamshad, his brother Sheraz and Hafiz Ata Mohammed, had kidnapped the children, and also stolen golden ornaments including one bracelet, five gold rings, ladies ear rings, cellphones and Rs40,000 in cash. He registered a complaint at the Mehmoodabad police station. An FIR was lodged, and a search was initiated.


Mehmoodabad Station House Officer (SHO) Aurangzeb Khattak said that they used the cellular service used by the kidnappers to find their location, and discovered that they were traveling via an intercity bus, and had crossed the Toll Plaza on Super Highway.


The SHO, along with a police party and Investigation Officers Albello Samejo and Raj Shah rushed towards the location, and through continuous tracking of the kidnappers’ location, the police intercepted the accused at Jam Sherazi, Kashmore.


During Investigation, accused Shamshad revealed to the investigators that he is a resident of Akhtar Colony, and works as a cook at a house in the Defence area. He confessed that he had received information that the complainant Ameen had handsome valuables, at his house, and that is why he made a plan to commit the robbery, although he was not successful.


He further revealed that his brother Sheraz and friend Jam Mohammed decided to talk to the abducted child for further information regarding the location of the valuables and cash. Therefore, they gave the child some chocolates and found out about the location of the cash and jewels.

Shamshad added that his brother Sheraz entered the house of Momin alongwith the child, and on finding the family asleep, he took out the cash, cellular phones and other valuables, filled a briefcase and fled.


Regarding the kidnapping of children, Shamshad said that they had kidnapped the children because they knew about the crime. He added that discussed the matter with Jam Mohammed, who told him to hand the children over to him in Kashmore, as he would use them for ‘ulterior motives’.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 01/07/2009)
ST worker killed in shootout

KARACHI, July 1: A worker of the Sunni Tehreek was killed and another wounded on Wednesday during a shootout with the police in front of the rented house of the party’s slain chief, Abbas Qadri, in PECHS, witnesses and police said. 


The Ferozeabad police said the police had gone with a bailiff for the compliance of court orders for the eviction of the tenants and the ST workers opened fire on the police party to prevent eviction. 


However, ST spokesman Fahimuddin Shaikh said the police opened fire on the party workers who had thronged Abbas Qadri’s residence and staged a protest demonstration after a police party “misbehaved with the widow and children” of the slain leader. 


The incident at the slain ST leader’s house sparked violence in different parts of the city where agitating workers set two buses on fire. Parts of Lines Area, Shah Faisal Colony and North Karachi also echoed with heavy gunfire. 


Jamshed Town SP Javed Akbar Riaz told Dawn that the bailiff, Mohammed Rahimu, approached the police with an eviction order and sought police assistance for the compliance of the court order. “The ST workers first pelted the police party with stones and then opened heavy fire as they reached in front of the house (D-40) in Block-2 at around 4.30pm,” he added. 


The SP said that between 70 and 75 ST workers took positions on the rooftop of the house and opened heavy fire on the police party, who retreated and later fired teargas shells to disperse the ST workers. 

He said two ST workers were shot and wounded, one of them fatally, in the firing by the ST workers. 

He said that a case (FIR 748/2009) was registered against ST workers under Sections 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting armed with deadly weapons), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of a common object), 302 (murder), 324 (attempted murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the court bailiff. 


The ST spokesman, however, said the police resorted to heavy fire on the protesting ST workers on the instruction of Riazuddin, an additional home secretary, Sindh, the son of the landlady. 

He said Mr Qadri’s family had been living in the house for the past nine years. He said that a deal had been struck with Riazuddin for the purchase of the house for Rs4 million six years back. He said Riazuddin threatened the late Mr Qadri’s family of dire consequences two months back in case they did not vacate the house. 


The spokesman said the ST central leader, Mohammed Shahid Ghauri, and members of the Rabita Committee, Mubin Qadri and Aftab Qadri, immediately reached the house of the slain leader and calmed the workers down. 


The body and the wounded were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the killed worker was identified as Wasim Qadri, a resident of Shah Faisal Colony, and the wounded worker as Abdur Rahman of New Karachi.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 02/07/2009)

JSQM activist tortured, killed

KARACHI, July 1: A 25-year-old worker of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz was found tortured to death at a desolate place near his home in Chakra Goth, a shantytown in Korangi, witnesses and police said. 


The Zaman Town police said that the victim, Mohammed Iqbal, son of Jumman, hailing from Thatta, was an auto-mechanic, and he had been missing since Tuesday night. They said the body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre by a Chhipa ambulance for a post-mortem examination. 


Medcio-legal sources at the JPMC told Dawn that the victim received fatal wounds to his head by a blunt object. They said the body also bore several marks of torture. 


The witnesses said the residents of Chakra Goth and the victim’s relatives staged a protest demonstration before the victim’s family took the body to their hometown for burial. 


The police said the victim’s family would lodge a case after the burial. 

They said the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity. 


Young man strangled 

An unidentified man was found strangled in Nazimabad. 


The Rizvia Society police said the body was lying in a lane in Muslim League Society. They said the body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. 


The police said the victim, wearing light-grey shalwar-qamees, remained unidentified and his body was kept at the Edhi morgue at Sohrab Goth for want of identification. 

They said that a case (FIR 136/2009) was registered against unknown culprits under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on behalf of the state.

(Dawn-13, 02/07/2009)

How to curb child marriages in Pakistan

Eight-year-old Zahida was married to Dilshad, 17, by her father Abdul Rasool in exchange for Dilshad’s sister, whom the father wanted to marry. Can anybody call this a marriage? And one can only thank the media for pointing it out, before Abdul Rasool could marry Dilshad’s sister. 


This is obviously not an isolated case, and child marriages amongst children — and girls being married to adults — are a regular feature in our society. This is happening in a state whose founder introduced the Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929 as a private members bill in the British Indian Legislative Assembly. He himself married an under-18, and thus perhaps knew the hazards of such marriages. 


We must also give our colonial masters the credit for introducing certain laws to protect the female segment of the populace. Female infanticide was one such custom that was prevalent in certain parts of India, and which was banned. 


Girls were put to death at birth by some parents because of the possible failure to find them a husband might bring disgrace to the father. 


A related custom was to marry children at a very young age. This applied equally to Hindus and Muslims. The reasons were many, including domestic and sociological causes, like desiring to perpetuate the family name by marrying the son early; by marrying the daughter early to escape the discredit caused to the family by the presence of a grown-up maiden; or by the desire of the mother to marry her son early so that she may sooner obtain possession of a daughter-in-law in whom the mother could inculcate habits of obedience and who could share the domestic chores with her. 


Some even married their young daughters to the Holy Qur’an, or an idol, sword, dagger, arrow or a tree so that they may not appear unmarried to conquerors or their Creator. 


Statistics with regard to child marriage are mind-boggling. According to the 1901 census, for instance, 121,500 boys and 243,500 girls under the age of five years were married. Between the ages of five and 10 years the figures were 760,000 and 2,030,000 respectively. 


There were no less than 1,277,000 widowed persons under 20 years of age in 1901, of whom 914,000 were females; of these, 6,000 widowers and 96,000 widows were less than five years of age; 37,000 widowers and 96,000 widows between five and 10 years of age and 113,000 widowers and 276,000 widows between 10 and 15 years of age. 


Remarriage for these young widowers and widows was unthinkable, if not impossible. In fact many high-caste Hindu widows were of the opinion that they would prefer suttee to the life of a widow, as it was almost hell. 


It was in order to control this menace that the Child Marriage Restraint Act was introduced by the Quaid-i-Azam, and was subsequently enacted in October 1929 with effect from April 1, 1929. This Act XIX of 1929 still remains in force, and extends to the whole of Pakistan. This means that it applies to both Muslim and non-Muslim citizens of Pakistan, regardless of whether they are resident in Pakistan or elsewhere. 


The purpose of the act is to restrain the solemnisation of child marriages. A child was originally defined in the act to mean a “person who, if a male, is under 18 years of age, and if a female, is under 14 years of age”. The Muslim Family Laws Ordinance effective since July 15, 1961 changed the age of the girl child in the act from 14 years to 16 years. 


The act, after being amended by the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, states that whoever being a male above 18 years of age, contracts a marriage with a girl child, shall be punishable with simple imprisonment extending up to one month, or with a fine extending up to Rs1,000, or with both. 


Additionally, whoever conducts or directs any child marriage, defined as marriage to which either of the contracting parties is a child, shall be punishable with simple imprisonment extending up to one month, or a fine extending up to Rs1,000, or with both, unless he proves that he had reason to believe that the marriage was not a child marriage. 


Similarly, any person having charge of the minor contracting a child marriage — whether as parent or guardian or in any other capacity — lawful or unlawful, • who does any act to promote the marriage; 

or 


• permits it to be solemnised; 


or 


• negligently fails to prevent it from being solemnised; 


is punishable with simple imprisonment extending up to one month, or with a fine extending up to Rs1,000, or with both, provided that no woman shall be punishable with imprisonment. For purposes of this section of the act, it will be presumed under law — unless and until the contrary is proved — that where a minor has contracted a child marriage, the person having charge of such minor has negligently failed to prevent the marriage from being solemnised. 

No court other than magistrate of the first class can take cognizance of, or try, any offence under the act. However, even he cannot take cognizance after the expiry of one year from the date on which the offence is alleged to have been committed; and unless, except in Punjab, a complaint is made by the union council within whose jurisdiction a child marriage is or is about to be solemnised, or if there is no union council in the area by such authority as the provincial government may in this behalf prescribe. 


In cases where the court is satisfied from information laid before it through a complaint or otherwise that a child marriage is about to be solemnised, the court may issue an injunction against it. No injunction, however, can be issued unless the court has previously given notice to the person concerned, and has afforded him an opportunity to defend himself. 


Disobedience of the injunction order is punishable with imprisonment extending up to three months, or with a fine extending up to Rs1,000, or with both, provided that no woman can be punished under this section of the act. 


The provisions of the act are simple but have failed to a great extent in restraining the solemnisation of child marriages. This is partly due to sociological reasons but also in view of the weak nature of the provisions of the act. 


The difference in the age of the male and female child in the act is discriminatory, and appears to be in contravention of Article 25(2) of the Constitution of Pakistan, which says that “there shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex alone”. The justification for this difference in ages of a male and female child perhaps is based on Muslim Personal Law, which is interpreted by some to imply that a girl can be married upon attaining puberty. 


In addition, the sentences and penalties that could be imposed under the act are light and are hardly relevant today. These penalties were introduced more than 60 years ago, and there is obviously a need to revise them upwards. In any case, although no statistics are available on the subject, few convictions have taken place under the act. 


This is partly due to the light nature of the maximum penalties and sentences that could be imposed; and partly due to the cumbersome procedure of the courts. 


However, the most important reason that the act has failed to check child marriages is the repeated judgments of our courts, including the Supreme Court, that child marriages — despite the act — do not become criminally liable under the act. As a result, the courts frequently condone child marriages on the grounds that a female has the capacity to contract marriage on attaining the age of puberty. 


Child marriages result in many other tragic consequences. Child wives frequently fall ill and in many cases die. Children born to them are often feeble. 


The marital lives remain unhappy and child wives lack happiness due to their lifetime inability to support their lot. 


A case has now been registered on court orders on behalf of complainant Perveen, mother of Zahida, against the four accused, Abdul Rasool (Zahida’s father), Dilshad (Zahida’s husband, who is a minor), Mohammad Siddiq (Dilshad’s father) and Qari Naqeeb Ali Shah (the Qazi who performed the nikkah). 


The FIR has been registered under Sections 48 and 63 of the Sindh Children Act, 1955, which is a bailable offence and is punishable with two years imprisonment. 


However, police could have simultaneously registered the case under the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929. 


There is obviously a lacuna in this respect in Pakistan’s laws. There is a need to make the offence punishable with harsher penalties, particularly by severe monetary penalties, and by empowering the courts to restrain such marriages, prior to solemnisation, and making sex with any under-18 girl an offence, which has been done up to the age of 16 through an amendment in the PPC in 2004.

(By Anees Jillani, Dawn-15, 02/07/2009)

296 prisoners released, 1,293 benefit from SC judgment

As many as 296 convicts have been released while some 1,293 were able to obtain remission benefits from different prisons in Sindh in light of a landmark Supreme Court (SC) judgment regarding prisoners’ remissions.


Following the SC’s judgment, around 132 prisoners, who were jailed in different prisons of Sindh and sentenced to life imprisonment by the trial courts, have been released while 146 prisoners who were awarded sentences other than life imprisonment were released by the jail authorities.


Some 18 prisoners were released who were detained in different prisons merely due to non-payment of compensation. While 1293 prisoners were benefited in their remission procedures, the report sent to the Supreme Court said.


The Supreme Court’s larger bench, headed by Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry, hearing the appeal of a convict, had observed that the benefit of Section 382-B, CrPC., was not given to prisoners and the remissions granted by the federal and the provincial governments during his pre-sentence custody period were also not allowed by the concerned authorities. 


The court had considered it a question of public importance relating to the enforcement of fundamental rights of a prisoner as guaranteed under Article 9 of the Constitution and ordered that at the time of passing the sentence, it was mandatory for the trial court to take into consideration the pre-sentence custody period of the accused and refusal to take into consideration the pre-sentence custody period at the time of passing the sentence is to be illegal.


The court held that if a court sentences a convict to imprisonment for life, which is the alternative but maximum sentence for the offence of murder, but does not make allowance for the pre-sentence custody period, it would be punishing the convict prisoner with imprisonment for life plus the pre-sentence custody period, that is to say, more than the maximum legal punishment.

According to the judgment, the convict-prisoners who are granted the benefit of section 382-B, CrPC, shall be entitled to remissions granted by any authority in their post-sentence detention or during their pre-sentence detention in connection with such offence.


The concerned authorities were directed to submit report before Supreme Court in respect of the implementation of the judgment, also giving the number of prisoners benefiting from it. In perusal of the SC’s direction, the report has been sent to Supreme Court by the Registrar of Sindh High Court Abdul Rasool Memon.


The report said that 34 prisoners of life imprisonment who are detained in Karachi prison while 55 prisoners of Hyderabad prison, 36 prisoners of Sukkur prison had been released after the SC’s judgment.


As many as 46 women in Karachi, Hyderabad, Larkana and Sukkur prisons were provided remission benefit while five women have been released from Karachi women’s prison who were sentenced to life and other sentences. Some seven juvenile prisoners of Karachi and Hyderabad prisons benefited regarding their remissions while three were released who were sentenced to different jail terms.


According to the report, 364 prisoners of Karachi prison, 538 of Hyderabad, 103 of Malir, 88 of Sukkur-1, 26 of Sukkur-II, 65 of Larkana, 42 of Khairpur, 9 of Sanghar have benefited from the SC’s order.


The benefits of the judgment shall not be available to the convicts of offences under the National Accountability Bureau Ordinance, 1999, Anti-terrorism Act, 1997, the offence of karo kari, etc, as the law itself prohibits the same.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-12, 02/07/2009)
ST refuses to vacate under custody house

Violence erupts after killing of ST activist

Activists belonging to Sunni Tehrik (ST) clashed with the police in the Ferozeabad police limits, when police, accompanied by a Sindh High Court (SHC) bailiff, tried to vacate a house belonging to the Sindh Additional Home Secretary in the PECHS area. One man was reported to have been killed in the clash.


Later on, it was found that the deceased was an activist of the ST, upon which armed men started aerial firing and also torched three vehicles, including a bus, in various parts of the city.


Ferozeabad Supervisory Police Officer (SPO) Nisaar Ahmed Qaimkhani said that on Wednesday afternoon, the bailiff from the SHC informed him of the court ruling regarding the vacation of house 40D, situated in Block-2, PECHS, in the Ferozeabad police limits, which was under the custody of ST leader Abbas Qadri. It was also disclosed that the house belonged to Waheeda Salahuddin, mother of Sindh Additional Home Secretary Riaz-ud-Din.


The SPO further said that when his police party, accompanied by the SHC bailiff and Riaz-ud-Din, showed the court order for vacating the house, the persons present at the house initially resisted, and then some armed men, stationed at the roof of the house and adjoining areas, started firing indiscriminately at the police and the court bailiff.

He added that the police took cover and exchanged fire with the criminal elements, during which two persons were injured, while the other armed men fled from the scene.


The injured were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where they were identified as Waseem Ahmed alias Rehan Qadri and Abdullah alias Rehman Qadri. During treatment, Waseem Ahmed succumbed to his injuries, while Abdullah survived. During the probe, it was found that the deceased Waseem was an activist of the ST and a resident of Shah Faisal Colony, while the injured was the resident of New Karachi area.


Additional Home Secretary Raiz-ud-Din, when contacted, said that the house captured by the ST workers is in his mother’s name, while it had been in the custody of the ST leader since 2003. He further said that they had filed a petition in the SHC in 2004. He added that on Wednesday morning, an SHC bench gave the decision in their favour, and directed the court bailiff to vacate the house.


Police sources said that after the death of the ST activist, ST followers launched their protest in Shah Faisal Colony, Kharadar, Saddar, Brigade and other parts of the city. Furthermore, armed men terrorised various areas with aerial firing, forceful closure of shops and torched three vehicles: a motorcycle near Jillani Center, Tower, a bus bearing registration number JA-9979 in Jutt Lane, Brigade, and another bus of route W-11 at Godraan Main Chowk. A heavy contingency of police, deployed across the city, brought the situation under control. 


SP Jamshed Town Jawed Akbar Riaz confirmed that the man killed in the clash between police and armed activists in the Ferozabad area was a ST worker. He added that two separate FIRs had been lodged, one on behalf of the State and the second on the complaint of the High Court bailiffs. 

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 02/07/2009)
FIR registered against three SHOs

The Sohrab Goth Police Station lodged an FIR against the Sohrab Goth Supervisory Police Officer (SPO) and the Station House Officers (SHO) of Sohrab Goth, Gulshan-i-Maymar and Gadap City Police Station under the murder ordinance.


The Sohrab Goth police said that they had received an order from the Local Court regarding registration of case against these police officers due to the violence in the Sohrab Goth area during the rally of the Sindh Taraqi Pasand party in which two persons were killed.


An inquiry had also been initiated in this regard. 

Following the report of the inquiry committee, a petition was filed in the court, and the court ordered the registration of an FIR.


The FIR was lodged by Additional SHO Sohrab Goth Mazhar Ali Mazhar against Sohrab Goth SPO Iftekhar Lodhi, SHO Sohrab Goth Nasirul Hasan, SHO Gulshan-i-Maymar Imanullah Marwat and SHO Gadap City Malik Mazhar Iqbal.


Shamim Bano adds: District and Sessions Judge Malir Ghulam Mustafa Memon has ordered lodging of FIRs against Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza, DSP Nasir Lodhi and SHOs of three police stations including Gadap, Gulshan-e-Maymar, Sohrab Goth against the alleged killing of two activists of the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STPP) last month.


The order came in the wake of a petition filed by one, Mohammed Razak, against the killing of two activists of the STPP including Barat Kalamati and Hasan Magsi during a protest rally in the jurisdiction of Sohrab Goth police station last month. 


Soon after the order, an FIR (433/09) under section 302 of the Pakistan Penal Code had been lodged against three SHOs including SHO Gadap Mazhar, SHO Sohrab Goth Nasir-ul-Hasan and SHO Gulshan-e-Maymar Amanullah Marwat in the Sohrab Goth police station. 


In is worth mentioning here that activists of the STPP were proceeding to downtown from Sohrab Goth to attend a protest demonstration organised by the party against the settlement of internally displaced persons of Swat and areas of Malakan division in Sindh, when police party tried to stop them in the Sohrab Goth area.


The STPP activist defied the cordon and the police opened fire which resulted in the killing of two activists of the STPP.

(The News-13, 02/07/2009)
Tension prevails in various areas of city, 3 vehicles set ablaze

One killed, two hurt as ST workers clash with police

KARACHI: A young man was killed and at least two injured in a clash between Sunni Tehreek (ST) workers and the police in the PECHS area on Wednesday.


Tension and fear gripped various areas of the city following the incident and unknown men torched at least three vehicles.
The incident took place outside the house where slain ST leader Abbas Qadri used to live. Qadri was killed in the Nishtar Park suicide blast. The house is located within the limits of Ferozabad police station and is its residents are Qadri’s relatives.


Trouble started when the police arrived at the house to vacate Qadri’s family. 


A score of ST workers had gathered to stop the police. They hurled stones at the police, which retaliated with aerial firing, baton charges and tear-gassing. 


According to eyewitnesses, both the police and ST workers not only aerial fired but also took shots at each other, resulting in the death of a man and injuries to two.


However, the police and the ST have traded allegations of being responsible for the incident. The youth killed in the incident was identified as Wasim Ahmed Siddiqui, 25, a resident of Shah Faisal Colony. 


Police: SHO Farooq Satti said the police did not fire at ST workers and instead it them who fired at the police from different sides.


The SHO said that the police hadn’t even reached the house and were some distance away when ST workers started firing. “They also used kalashnikovs,” he said.


“The man was killed due to the firing of ST workers and it is still unclear whether he was one of them or a passerby,” the SHO said. “An FIR against ST workers is being registered.”


The owner: The house where Qadri’s family is living belongs to Additional Secretary (LE) Riazuddin. “They (Qadri’s family) have occupied the house and the police was taking action on court’s order,” Riazuddin said.


ST: ST’s central leader Shahid Ghouri said that the police on the behest of Riazuddin tried to vacate the residents of the house. He claimed that the deceased and the injured were their party workers. “Wasim (the deceased) was deputed at Qadri’s house due to security concerns,” Ghouri said. 


The ST leader said that Qadri’s family was living in the house since six years on Rs 20,000 per month rent, but Riazuddin and his family had disappeared since the last four years and therefore the rent was being paid in the court.
“The house is a memorial of our beloved leader and we are ready to pay money for it, but won’t vacate it,” he added.


Ghouri also demanded that an FIR be registered against Riazuddin and the police officials involved in the incident.
Tension: Soon after the incident, tension and fear gripped various areas of the city including Shah Faisal Colony, Saddar, PECHS, New Karachi Town, Kharadar, Meethadar and other ST-dominated areas after unidentified people restored to aerial firing. Routine life was suspended due to panic and shops were shut down. Unidentified people also torched a route no W-11 passenger bus in New Karachi area, a route no 17-D passenger bus in Jut Line and one motorcycle near Merewether Tower.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 02/07/2009)

MQM-H man gunned down

KARACHI: A Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) activist was gunned down on Wednesday night. 


Hamid, 42, son of Siddiq, was the incharge of MQM-H’s labour division. He was shot down by two armed men on a motorbike near Saleem Centre, within the limits of New Karachi police station. SHO Qamar Zaib Satti said that the deceased used to work in the education department and resided in Bilal Colony in New Karachi Town. MQM-H (Afaq Group) Co-chairman Shamshad Khan Ghouri confirmed the deceased’s association with his party. In another incident, Yousuf, son of Ashraf, was gunned down in Korangi No 2 1/2 within the limits of Korangi police station. The victim was said to be a resident of Mehmoodabad area. Though there were some unconfirmed reports that the deceased was associated with a political party, however police officials have expressed their unawareness in this regard. 


Two bodies found in city: Bodies of two people including a worker of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mohaz (JSQM) were found from different parts of the city on Wednesday. As per details, Iqbal, 30, son of Jumman was found dead from Chakra Goth graveyard in Korangi No 1 within the limits of Zaman Town police station. 


Police officials said that the victim was affiliated with JSQM and was a resident of Chakra Goth, Noorani Basti. He was kidnapped by unidentified gunmen who shot him dead with a bullet in his head and dumped his body in the graveyard. A decomposed body was found near Mujahid Park, Chawala Market within the limits Rizvia police station. Police officials said the culprits had hanged the victim after badly torturing him, adding that the victim could not be identified.

(DailyTimes-B1, 02/07/2009)

Killing of two STPP workers: 

Police defy court order, refuse to register case

KARACHI, July 2: Police have refused to register a murder case of two workers of the Sindh Taraqqi Pasand Party against Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza, Gadap Town SP Rao Anwar Ahmed and three other police officers in violation of court orders.


The brother of one of the victims, who had moved the court for lodging the case, told Dawn that he went to the Sohrab Goth police station on Wednesday night to lodge the FIR against the home minister, the SP of Gadap Town, SHO Nasirul Hasan of the Sohrab Goth police station, SHO Amanullah of Gulshan-i-Maymar police station and SHO Malik Mazhar Iqbal of the Gadap City police station.


“I was told to come on Thursday at 12 noon,” he said, and added that when he went there at noon, he was told to come at 9pm.


“I reached the police station again, only to be told by a duty officer that the FIR could be registered by the SHO who was not available at the police station,” he said, adding that he would approach the court on Friday over the non-compliance of its orders.


Capital City Police Officer Wasim Ahmed, however, said the complainant did not contact the police for lodging the case. “We will comply with court orders without considering whom the complainant names,” he added.

He said he had directed the police to comply with the court orders without any delay and arrest the accused if found involved in the case.


The STPP workers — Baraat Kalamati and Hasan Magsi — were killed on June 10 when police allegedly opened fire on the STPP workers on the Northern Bypass off the Superhighway.


Malik District and Sessions Judge Ghulam Mustafa Memon on an application moved under Section 22-A of the criminal procedure code had directed the SHO of the Sohrab Goth police station on Wednesday to record the statement of Mohammad Ramzan, brother of a killed STPP worker, under Section 154 of the CrPC and register a case against the persons being nominated by him.


In his application, the victim’s brother stated that the police opened indiscriminate fire on the STTP rally at Sohrab Goth on directives of the Sindh home minister.


Meanwhile, an official of the Sohrab Goth police station said an FIR (433/2009) was registered on June 30 against the SHO of Sohrab Goth, SHO of Gulshan-i-Maymar and SHO of Gadap City on the complaint of the acting SHO of Sohrab Goth, Mazhar Ali Mazhar, for the killing of the two STPP workers.


The official said no FIR had been registered on the complaint of the victim’s brother.


FIR against Rangers men

Meanwhile, a double murder case was being registered against two Rangers personnel and three SHOs on the complaint of Liaquat Abbasi, an uncle of the victims, on court orders.


Two young cousins — Sajjad Abbasi and Zohaib Abbasi — were killed on June 18 by the Rangers personnel on University Road.


The Rangers claimed that the victims were robbers and they had intercepted a Rangers van and attacked it with firearms. 

A Rangers spokesman said that two of their security personnel were patrolling in the Met office area on University Road in a double-cabin van when two armed motorcyclists intercepted their vehicle and held the driver at gunpoint.


The victims’ uncle told Dawn that his nephews, hailing from Larkana, were marble tile workers, working in the bungalow of Tariq Magsi, a landlord from their hometown, near Safari Park.

He said the two victims were on way back to the bungalow after buying breakfast from a restaurant when the Rangers officials shot them dead. He said Zuhaib received six bullets, three in the chest and one each in the skull and an arm, and Sajjad received three bullets in the head, chest and leg.


The victim’s uncle said he had submitted his statement to the Mobina Town police for lodging an FIR against two Rangers personal, Javed Iqbal and Ghulam Qasim, and SHOs of Mobina Town and Gulistan-i-Jauhar. “The police have taken my statement, but they have not given me the FIR number,” he added.


The area SP, Aarib Mehar, told Dawn that the complainant’s statement had been received under Section 154 of the criminal procedure code, and an FIR would be registered accordingly.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 03/07/2009)

Keep your children safe

New trends of kidnappings have emerged in various police jurisdictions of the city. Earlier, only a handful of prominent groups from the interior and Sindh were involved in kidnapping traders and businessmen. Now, however, several new groups have sprung up, which are targeting children from the burgeoning middle class.


A complaint was received from Faisal at the Jamshed Quarters police station, in which he stated that he, along with his friends Wahid and Latif, had just come out of the Additional District and Session Judge Court IV at Judicial Complex Karachi. In the meantime, Police Constable (PC) Moazam of Criminal Investigation Department (CID) Sultanabad, Ghulam Fareed and five others arrived at the Jail Road corner, opposite Wireless Gate, Jail Road and placed all of them in a CID police mobile and took them to the CID in Sultanabad. 


It was further alleged that, they were tortured, while the accused PC Mazam also forcibly snatched Rs8,200 from Waheed and Rs6,500 from Latif. Thereafter they detained them illegally and also threatened them. The police have lodged an FIR and an inquiry in this regard has been initiated.


At the Aziz Bhatti police station, a similar complaint was reported by Rao Yasir, a resident of Block-9, Gulshan-e-Iqbal. He stated that on June 20, 2009 Yasir’s younger brother, 20-year-old Rao Atif, who is hearing and speech impaired, went to the petrol pump to refuel his motorcycle but did not return. After some time passed Yasir along with other family members searched for Atif and also went to the petrol pumps of the area and contacted the family relatives and friends but efforts went in vain. At last his father Rao Fazal-ur-Rehman lodged a missing entry at the Aziz Bhatti police station on June 21, 2009.


Further searches were carried out, both by the police and the family members, but neither were successful. On June 24, 2009, around 6pm, a message was sent from Atif’s cell phone to a family mobile, claiming that Atif was in custody, and the family should hand over Rs40 million for his release. The case has been registered and investigation is underway.


In yet another case, this one reported at Baghdadi police station, Ikhlaq-ul-Kabeer, a resident of Khada Market, said that his brother Imtiaz had been in business with the accused Zahid Hussain in Dam Balochistan. On June 20, the accused visited their house and then took Ikhlaq’s brother, Imtiaz, out of the house on the pretext of business. Imtiaz went missing two days later, but the accused returned, demanding a ransom of 0.7 million rupees for Imtiaz’s release. He threatened the family that if the amount was not paid, Imtiaz would be killed. A case has been registered and an investigation is underway.

A senior officer, on condition of anonymity, told The News that kidnapping or kidnapping for ransom trends have been on the rise. He did however claim that in the current year, major gangs have been busted, mostly by the Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC). Most of these busted networks belonged to militant organisations such as the one run by Baitullah Mehsud, and carried out their activities to generate funds — film producer Satish Anand’s abduction can be cited as such an example.


He added that other groups usually hail from Balochistan and interior Sindh, however they hire locals from various castes to do their bidding. Furthermore, in some cases, it has been reported that neighbours or area youngsters have also been involved in kidnapping children for ransom.


In order to protect our children and themselves, citizens should adopt precautionary measures in this regard, to change their regular routes and arriving home early. Moreover, citizens should always be accompanied by friends and for business dignitaries, guards should be hired for protection.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 03/07/2009)
Armed men kill factory guard in Korangi

KARACHI, July 3: A young security guard was gunned down in Korangi Industrial Area while he was returning to his workplace, a leather garments production unit, on Friday. 


The area police said that Fazil Jan, 32, along with his colleague driver was returning from a bank branch after drawing cash for the company in an office van. 


“As they reached near an open plot in Sector 17, four armed men standing at some distance on both sides of the road intercepted the vehicle when it slowed down to go over a speed-breaker,” said an official at the Korangi Industrial Area police station. 


One of the armed men opened fire on the van and the guard returned fire from inside the vehicle. The van then came under fire from all sides. The guard received a bullet and died instantly, he said. 

“Surprisingly, the attackers left the scene without touching the cash or the surviving driver,” the police official noted. 


Initial questioning from the driver suggested that the deceased guard got panicked upon seeing the attackers even before they took out their arms,” said the official, arguing that this suggested that the deceased knew the assailants. The police official was of the view that it was a case of personal enmity. 


The victim’s body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where doctors said he received a single bullet to his head. 


The Korangi Industrial Area police registered an FIR (No.569/2009) under Section 302/34 of the Pakistan Penal Code against unknown killers on behalf of the state. 


Body found 

The body of an unidentified man wrapped in a quilt was found near the shrine of Malang Shah in Jehanabad on Friday. 


The Pak Colony police shifted the body to the Civil Hospital for a post-mortem examination.


Hospital sources said that the victim, who appeared to be in his mid-30s, was hit with some blunt object on his head. They said that the body, which was at least two days old, also bore marks of torture. 


The police said that the victim, clad in shalwar-qameez, looked a Baloch by appearance. 


The police registered a case (FIR No.159/2009) under Sections 302/ 34 of the PPC against unidentified killers on behalf of the state. 


The body was later sent the Edhi morgue at Sohrab Goth for identification. 


‘Accidental’ fire kills girl 

A 10-year-old girl died after receiving a bullet from the pistol being handled by a 16-year-old youth at his house in Korangi on Friday. 


The Awami Colony police arrested the youth, Mubashir Hussain, son of Mohammed Hussain, a Class-VIII student. 


The victim, Iqra, 10, daughter of Mohammed Hussain, was playing at the house of his neighbours when she was received a bullet fired from the pistol. Mubashir told the police that his father’s pistol went off accidentally. 


The police registered a case (FIR No. 293/2009) under Section 302 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s father, a factory worker.

(Dawn-13, 04/07/2009)

Court comes down hard on police in illegal detention case

KARACHI, July 3: Expressing annoyance with two police officials allegedly involved in the unlawful detention of two innocent citizens, District and Sessions Judge (central) Syed Aley Maqbool Rizvi reserved his order on a habeas corpus application till July 8. 


The habeas corpus application was filed by Abdul Rasheed under Section 491 of the criminal procedure code against the illegal detention of his cousin, Safdar Zaman. The court had ordered a judicial magistrate to recover the detainee and the magistrate had raided the police station concerned and recovered detainee Zaman. 


When the hearing began on Friday, Judicial Magistrate Ahsan Malik submitted his report before the court, stating that he had recovered the detainee, Zaman, from the police lockup of the Khawaja Ajmer Nagri police station and he was unlawfully kept since no case or entry was found against him in the FIR book or the daily diary (Roznamcha) at the police station. 


The magistrate added that he also found another detainee, Ahsan Durrani, at the same police station and got him freed. 


The Station House Officer (SHO) and the Station Investigation Officer (SIO) of the Khawaja Ajmer Nagri police station also appeared in court. 


The judge came down hard on both the officials for the unlawful confinement of the citizens. The SHO, however, submitted that he was not responsible for the arrest or investigation of a suspect since it was the duty of investigation officers. 


The court asked the SIO to submit his comments. The SIO informed the court that he neither picked up the victims nor was he aware of their illegal confinement, as he was in the City Courts on Thursday. 


The applicant’s counsel argued that the police had deprived his client of Rs75,000 and a mobile phone during his detention and sought recovery of the same. 


He prayed to the court to take stern action against the responsible police officials in accordance with the law. 


The court reserved its order for July 8 after hearing the SIO and the applicant’s counsel. 


The applicant had stated that his cousin, Safdar Zaman, was picked up from his residence by SIO Ashraf Awam of the Khawaja Ajmer Nagri police station on Thursday morning. The SIO, he said, demanded Rs600,000 for the release of his cousin and warned him of dire consequences in case of non-payment. 

Suspect escapes from courtroom 

A suspect managed to escape from the premises of the city courts following the dismissal of his pre-arrest bail application in a bogus cheque case on Friday. 


Dilbar Khan was booked in a case relating to issuance of six cheques worth over Rs300,000 to complainant Abdul Wahab. However, all the cheques subsequently bounced at the bank concerned. 


A case (FIR 147/09) was registered against the suspect under Section 489-F (dishonestly issuing a cheque) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Gizri police station. 


Additional District and Sessions Judge (south) Abdul Naeem Memon dismissed the accused pre-arrest bail after hearing arguments from both sides. 


As soon as the judge announced his order, the suspect managed to escape from the courtroom despite the presence of the investigation officer and other policemen.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-13, 04/07/2009)

Killing of STPP activists

FIR lodged against Sindh home minister

The Sohrab Goth police have lodged a first information report (FIR) against Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza and other police officers on the orders of a local court for their alleged involvement in assassinating activists of the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STPP). The FIR also nominated Gadap Town Superintendent of Police (SP)Rao Anwaar Ahmed as co-accused.


According to Sohrab Goth police, a complaint was received from Ramzan Qal Mati through court orders, in which he had stated that on June 10, 2009, his brother Barad Qal Mati and other activists of STPP had launched a rally from various parts of Sindh, including Sohrab Goth, to urge the government to bar the entry of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to Karachi. 


The complainant alleged that when the rally reached Super Highway, a heavy contingency of police which included Sohrab Goth Station House Officer (SHO) Nasirul Hasan and Gadap City SHO Malik Mazhar Awan, intercepted them and suddenly opened fire, due to which his brother Baraad Qal Mati died. The complainant alleged that his brother was shot dead by SHO Sohrab Goth’s firing, while another activist, Magsi, was killed by the firing of Station House Officer Gadap City Malik Mazhar Awan. 


He further alleged that the Sindh home minister had said in his statement that the IDPs coming to Karachi shall not be stopped, and directed the police to stop the rally, due to which the incident took place. The police have referred the case to the investigation police. 


Meanwhile, a senior officer on condition of anonymity told The News that the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party rally was intercepted by a police contingent near Gulshan-i-Maymar, and when the protestors offered resistance, some police personnel opened fire, killing the two men. 


Following the incident, violence gripped some areas of Gadap Town, including Northern Bypass and Super Highway, while a mob also attacked police. 


A heavy contingent of police and Rangers, including under training police recruits (recruit police constables) were then called in to control the situation. 

The officer revealed that nine recruit police constables were injured during the control operations, while 40 suspects were rounded up by the police and Rangers’ anti-riot force. 


He said that some FIRs have been registered at Sohrab Goth and Gulshan-e-Maymar police stations, while the police also arrested Basheer Soodar, who was wanted by the Gadap Town and other police stations in more than 30 cases. 


Afterwards, the Sindh Home Minister Mirza initiated an inquiry into the killings, and appointed South Zone DIG A.D. Khwaja as the chairman of the inquiry committee. 


The officer further said that even if an FIR has been lodged, it does not necessarily translate into arresting those accused. 


However, after the registration of an FIR, the matter is investigated and if it is discovered that those nominated had any connection with the incident, then appropriate legal action is taken. 


SP Gadap Town Rao Anwaar Ahmed meanwhile told The News that “there is no truth in the FIR”, as no correlations could be drawn between the home minister and the Station House Officers from the statement recorded. 


He added that Ramzan Qal Mati, the complaint in the FIR, is a declared absconder. 


He said that both Mati brothers were nominated in several FIRs registered at the Steel Town and Shah Latif police stations regarding their involvement in riots, land grabbing, police encounter and other criminal offences. He said that FIRs lodged against complainant Ramzan and his brother include 143/07, 161/07, 94/08, 194/08 at Steel Town police station, while an FIR 91/08 was lodged against Ramzan Qal Mati at the Shah Latif police station. He said that the Mati brothers were wanted by the police well before the home minister and other officers has ascended to their current positions.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 04/07/2009)
Security guard shot dead

A security guard was shot dead by armed men in the Korangi Industrial Area on Friday.


Shamal Khan, 35, was shot dead by armed men in the KIA Police limits. Police said that the deceased was the resident of Quaidabad. On Friday afternoon, while he was returning to his workplace after lunch, three armed men, riding in a yellow cab, opened indiscriminate fire upon Khan — killing him on the spot — and fled. The deceased received three bullet wounds. It is believed that Khan, hailing from Swabi, was killed on account of a personal enmity. 


In another incident, the body of an unidentified man bearing physical torture marks was found from Pak Colony police limits. Police said that the body, stuffed in a gunny bag, was found lying near the Mewa Shah Baba Shrine in Jahanabad, Pak Colony.


SUICIDE: An elderly woman committed suicide by torching herself in the Landhi police limits. Police said that the the deceased was identified as Zamrut Bibi, 60. The family of the deceased said that she was mentally disturbed due to a prolonged illness. 

(The News-13, 04/07/2009)
Sindh home minister booked


KARACHI: After a prolonged delay, the police have finally registered a case against Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza and Gadap Town SP Rao Anwar for killing the workers of the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STPP).


Nobody was arrested as the police high ups have formed another inquiry committee to probe the case. The newly formed committee would question the home minister and several other people including police officials and STPP men. 


On Friday, an FIR no 437/09 under Section 302/34 of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) was registered on behalf of Ramzan Kalmati against Mirza, SP Rao Anwar and three SHOs, including the Sohrab Goth SHO, the Gulshan-e-Maymar SHO and the Sachal SHO in connection with the two STPP workers, who were shot dead by the police on June 10, at Northern Bypass. 


The case was registered on the directives of the court, after Ramzan Kalmati, the brother of deceased STPP worker Baraat Kalmati, approached the court for registering the case against the people who were allegedly involved in the assassination of two STPP workers. 


It is pertinent to mention here that earlier two FIRs have already been registered. The first FIR was registered right after the STPP workers were killed. While the police was registering the FIR, they arrested about 40 STPP workers and the second FIR was registered against DSP Iftikhar Lodhi and the three SHOs on the basis of the inquiry committee’s findings that was headed by DIG A D Khawaja which was constituted on Mirza’s directives. 


The STPP workers were gunned down while they were taking a rally from Gadap Town against the arrival of IDPs but they were intercepted by the police as the Sindh government had imposed a ban on rallies and processions. 


Talking to Daily Times, Kalmati said that his party, including himself, was not satisfied with the inquiry committee’s report and hence they approached the court and finally the court ordered on Wednesday that an FIR be registered but the police officials were reluctant to register a case against the Home Minister and Gadap TPO. They were using delay tactics and giving lame excuses but finally a case has been registered against the real culprits on Friday. “The accused people are influential and the police have limited interrogation powers regarding the case therefore it would be difficult to get justice but we will fight till we do eventually get it,” Kalmati added. 


Karachi Police chief Wasim Ahmed while confirming the registration of the new FIR told Daily Times that the new inquiry committee has been formed to probe the case. DIG (Investigation) Ghulam Qadir Thebu, who will head the committee, and two SPs, including SP Jamshed Inamullah. “An inquiry will be held into all three FIRs and the statements of the arrested STPP workers, Sindh home minister, SP Rao Anwar and others including police officials would also be recorded,” the city police chief added. “Mirza has also assured the police that he will offer full cooperation in the investigation of the case and he also said that he is ready to record his statement any time.” Ahmed further said that the innocent until proven guilty statement applies here, and just because someone has been nominated in an FIR does not mean that they are actually involved in the case.


Rangers’ personnel booked: The police have registered an FIR no 261/09 under Section 302/34 against two Sindh Rangers personnel for killing two of their cousins, namely Zohaib Abbasi and Sajjad Abbasi, who were gunned down by Rangers in an alleged encounter at university road within the limits of Mobina Town police station on June 18. The case was registered on behalf of the victims’ uncle namely Liaquat against two Ranger officials named Iqbal and Javed, though the no arrest was made till the time this report was filed.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 04/07/2009)

Constable shot dead by bandits

KARACHI, July 4: A 35-year-old constable was shot dead by a gang of bandits in the Defence Housing Authority on Saturday. 


The police said a police party reached the spot on information about the presence of bandits in the house of Ikram Elahi in DHA Phase I at around 2.30am. They said the bandits opened fire when they saw the policemen approaching and killed Musa Khan, son of Nihal Khan, hailing from Naushero Feroze. 

The police registered a murder case (334/2009) against the unidentified bandits on the complaint of the house owner. 


Factory worker shot dead 

A 45-year-old man, father of three, was shot dead near his home in Liaquatabad. 


The police said the victim, Sikandar Samdani, son of Ghulam Mohammed Samdani, was a warping master at Tipu Industries and he was shot dead by two assailants on a motorcycle when he was riding his motorbike to his workplace. 

Sources at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the body was taken for an autopsy, said the victim had received six bullets. 


The police registered a case (FIR 114/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 (pre-meditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Safdar Samdani. 

The police said the victim was not affiliated with any political or religious party, and his murder seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity.

(Dawn-13, 05/07/2009)

Fireworks explosion case

AJ turns down police plea for suspect’s remand

The Administrative Judge (AJ) of the Anti-Terrorism Courts (ATC) in Karachi turned down the remand request for a suspect arrested for his alleged involvement in Gharibabad blast case and directed the investigation officer (IO) to release him on bail.


The IO was also directed to submit the charge-sheet of the case within seven days.

Three people, including a woman, were killed while 10 others were injured when explosive material used for making fireworks exploded at a house being used as fireworks factory in Gharibabad on June 26. The police showed the arrest of Badaruz Zaman, who used to trade fireworks, while three people, Azeem, Haji Yaseen and Babar, were shown as absconders in the case.


The IO produced Zaman before the AJ for obtaining further remand in the explosive substance case. The AJ, Justice Mahmood Alam Rizvi, took notice of improper investigation in the case because nothing incriminatory evidence was produced against the suspect who was being detained since June 27. He observed that at the last date of hearing, the IO was directed to raid the places from where the explosive material was being supplied but from the diary sheets, no such place was specifically mentioned by the IO.


The suspect’s counsel, Naheed Afzal, submitted that prima facie the case did not fall under the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) and the police did not show any connection with the premises where the explosive material was kept and later subsequently exploded.


He said that the suspect managed a small provision store in the poor locality of Gharibabad and he used to keep a small quantity of firecrackers for jubilation. After the explosion, he voluntarily deposited the stuff before the police. The counsel further said that the police implicated the suspect with ulterior motives while the main accused, who actually possessed explosive material and the premises, have been absconding and as per diary sheets, no concrete efforts were made by the police to arrest them.


The special public prosecutor failed to controvert the propositions argued by the applicant’s counsel. The AJ observed that prima facie no evidence was available against the suspect to connect him with the main case, and that, he may be released forthwith on personal surety. However, the police may arrest him as and when concrete evidence was found against him.


The AJ directed the IO to submit the charge-sheet of the case within seven days.

Kidnapping-for-ransom case: Meanwhile, the AJ accepted the charge-sheet against three suspects in a kidnapping-for-ransom case and sent the case to the ATC-I for trial.


Saleem Chandio, Niaz Hussain and Waheed Kalhoro were arrested for kidnapping Mohammad Junaid from Sukkhan on August 18 last year. The police said that the accused kept the abductee for more than two months and released him after receiving Rs2.7 million in ransom.


The IO told the AJ that the complainant did not identify the fourth suspect, Ali Raza, in the identification parade. The AJ accepted the police report and ordered to release him if not required in other cases.


Sugar mill case: The Sindh High Court (SHC), modifying its interim order, directed a sugar mill to not sell 2,200 metric tons of white refined sugar lying in its warehouse.


Naveed Abrar had filed a suit for the recovery of Rs101.2 million against the defendant mill, submitting that Najma Sugar Mill had not released its 2,200 metric tons of sugar despite the agreement.

(The News-13, 05/07/2009)
Two Haqiqi activists shot dead

Two activists belonging to the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) were shot dead by unidentified men in the Mominabad and Liaquatabad police limits.


Salamat Ali, a resident of Mohajir Chowk, was shot dead in the Mominabad police limits. The police said that on Saturday afternoon, the Ali was sitting near his house, when two unidentified men riding on a motorcycle came, started firing indiscriminately at him, injured him, and fled.

Ali, an ex-activist of the MQM-H, was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries. He worked at the Zonal Municipal Corporation of Orangi Town. He is survived by his wife and two children. A case was registered at the area police station on the complaint of the Ali’s son, Irfan.


In a separate incident, 40-year-old Sikander Ali, also an MQM-H activist, was shot dead in the Liaquatabad police limits.


The police said that Sikander Ali, a resident of Korangi, was temporarily staying at his relatives’ house in Liaquatabad No-10 due to political threats. On Saturday morning, while he was present near a shop in that area, unidentified armed men, riding on a motorcycle, opened indiscriminate fire at him, killed him on the spot, and fled.


The victim, who worked at a garment factory, leaves behind his widow and four children. A case was registered on the complaint of Sikander Ali’s brother, Safdar.

(The News-13, 05/07/2009)
Target killings on the rise again
2 MQM-H men killed


KARACHI: Two Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) workers were gunned down in separate incidents on Saturday, while a policeman was killed during an encounter.


On Saturday morning, Sikandar Ali Hamdani, 40, son of Ghulam Ali was shot dead in Liaqutabad no 10, within the jurisdiction of Liaqutabad police station. Police officials said that two men came on a motorbike, shot him and fled. He received multiple bullets and was taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, from where his family took his body away after legal formalities were completed. The deceased was the father of three children. MQM-H (Amir Khan Group) Executive Committee member Kamran Rizvi claimed that the deceased was his party worker and was associated with the Korangi Sector. “He was a resident of Korangi but presently was residing in Liaqutabad as he was in hiding,” Rizvi said. 


Similarly, another MQM-H man also associated with Amir Khan Group was shot dead at Mohajir Chowk, Orangi Town within the limits of Mominabad police station. SHO Shabbir Awan said that Salamat, 55, son of Nazakat, was sitting at Mohajir Chowk in the afternoon, when a young man riding a motorbike came and shot him. Salamat received at least five bullets and died on the spot while the killer managed to flee. SHO Awan further said that the deceased had married for the second time about two months ago. His new wife already has five children from an earlier marriage. Police suspect that the youth who killed Salamat might be the son of his ex-wife or his new wife. Meanwhile, MQM-H Kamran Rizvi also claimed Salamat’s affiliation with his party. 


Police constable gunned down in encounter: Police constable Moosa, 35, son of Nehal Khan, was gunned down by dacoits during an encounter in Phase 1, Defense Housing Authority (DHA) within the limits of Defence police station. 


Police officials said that four unidentified suspects entered the house of Ikram Elahi and started looting valuables. Meanwhile, police reached Elahi’s house after receiving information from the neighbors. On seeing the police, the dacoits opened fire and as a result, the law enforcers retaliated. During the crossfire, Moosa sustained several bullet wounds. He was rushed to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where he succumbed to his injuries. His family took his body for burial in his hometown Nausheroferoz. Meanwhile, the dacoits fled from the scene without the valuables. Police have registered an FIR against unknown persons on behalf of Elahi. 


Woman electrocuted to death: Thirty-year-old Aaliya, wife of Akbar, was electrocuted, and resultantly died, while working at her house located in Landhi no 1, with in the limits of Landhi police station. Her body was taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) from where her family took it away without legal formalities. The woman was the mother of two children. 


Mother of infant stabbed to death: A 25-year-old woman, Nahida, wife of Sher Ali, mother of a one-year-old baby boy, was stabbed to death on Saturday and her body was found in her house located at Ittehad Town, Baldia Town, within the jurisdiction of Mochko police station. SHO Rao Farman said that the deceased’s husband, Ali, called the police when he reached his house after work from a local garment factory, after which police officers reached the scene and shifted her body to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities. 


SHO Farman said that the deceased hailed from Swat. According to the initial investigation, the SHO said that Ali and his family might be involved in the murder. No FIR was registered till the time this report was filed. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 05/07/2009)

Domestic violence

  
A MONITORING exercise conducted by the law firm AGHS shows that from April to June this year, 122 cases of women being burnt were reported in Lahore. Of them, 21 women had acid burns while the rest were injured by direct exposure to flames. Forty victims died. Disturbingly, the figures have doubled as compared to the first quarter of the year. These cases constitute merely the tip of the frightening iceberg of violence against Pakistan’s women. The figures reported above apply to Lahore but are unlikely to be lower in other parts of the country. Indeed, one wonders how many cases go unreported. The forms of coercion range from emotional and economic abuse to gross violations of constitutional and human rights, including rape, burning and being handed over as settlement in disputes. Last year, at least two women were believed to have been buried alive in Balochistan. That a sitting parliamentarian defended the act as a ‘tribal custom’ reflects just how endemic violence against women has become in the country. 


It is important to note that much of the violence against women, particularly in the domestic sphere, goes unreported. Legislation in this regard, meanwhile, has been indefensibly slow. Work on formulating a bill at the federal level against domestic violence was first initiated in December 2006. Two private members’ bills were combined and approved by the National Assembly’s standing committee on women’s development in April 2007. The assembly’s term lapsed before the bill could be passed, however. In March this year, the National Assembly’s standing committee on women’s development unanimously approved the Prevention of Domestic Violence Bill 2008. But little further progress has been reported so far. 


That violence against women continues to rise is perhaps symptomatic of the steady brutalisation that Pakistani society has suffered over the past many decades. It is imperative that effective legislation be devised to not only protect women against abuse, both domestic and otherwise, but also bring the persecutors to book. Treating violence against women, including domestic abuse, as a crime will give protection to victims in meaningful terms.

(Dawn-7, 06/07/2009)

Three-year-old girl allegedly killed by police constables

KARACHI, July 5: A three-year-old girl was allegedly killed by two police constables after she disappeared on Friday. 


Three-year-old Sana, the daughter of Mohammad Qasim, went missing on Friday after leaving her house in Noorani Basti, Korangi 3 ½, to play with her friends. 


Sana was the youngest of her seven brothers and sisters. When Sana did not return home that night, her family got worried and began to search for her. The family, along with the people of the neighbourhood, started a search for the young girl, but to no avail. 


Late on Friday night, the family of the young girl lodged a missing persons report at the Zaman Town police station. 


The family and neighbours continued to look for the girl on Saturday, but failed to locate her. 


On Sunday, one of the victim’s playmates, who is also her cousin, Nagma, identified one of the suspects when she saw him in the neighbourhood. 


“The young girl, Nagma, identified Bashir Ahmed, saying he gave Rs5 to Sana before she went missing,” SP Pervaiz Umrani told Dawn. 


After the young girl — who lives in a house located opposite to the one being rented by the policemen — informed her elders about the suspect’s presence, people of the area nabbed two suspects. Both of them were police constables, and were identified as Bashir Ahmed and Noor Mohammad. 


The two suspects were given a thorough beating by the area people, who locked them in a room after informing the police about their capture. The police came and then took the suspects into custody. 


During the interrogation, the suspects disclosed the location where they had disposed of the body. 


Police went to the scene, which turned out to be an open manhole in the uneven pavement near the FTC building, an area where there is frequent digging due to maintenance work. 


It took around two hours for the rescue workers and police to recover the body of young Sana. 


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. 


A lady medico-legal officer conducted the post-mortem examination and reserved the report till such time as the swabs sent for chemical examination are returned with a report.


However, hospital sources said that the young girl appears to have been throttled after being subjected to suspected sexual abuse. 


Answering a question about the motive of the two suspects, SP Umrani said that the two suspects claim that they found the girl’s body in the water tank of their house when they returned from duty on Friday night. 


However, SP Umrani told Dawn that because the body was disposed of and the police were not informed about it, the story is doubtful. He also said the victim’s friend’s account also seems to implicate the suspects. 


The two policemen, constable Bashir Ahmed (posted in the Korangi Traffic section) and Noor Mohammad (posted in the DHA traffic police), had rented the house in Noorani Basti some 12 days ago, area people said. 


On Sunday morning, they came to their rented house to collect their belongings, but were caught by area people. 


Following their arrest, area people took over the house the accused were living in and searched it. The service shoes of the policemen and their service badges were found in the house. 


The police, however, do not appear to have conducted any real examination of the house to collect evidence or to establish it as a crime scene. 


The SP of the Korangi police station told Dawn that the police had not found any evidence from the premises. 

He said that the police have registered an FIR (No 331/2009) under Sections 364 and 302/34 against constables Bashir Ahmed and Noor Mohammad, who have been nominated in the FIR on the complaint of Abdul Hashim, the uncle of the deceased girl. The FIR has been registered at the Zaman Town police station. 

Following the post-mortem examination, the body of the young girl was handed over to the family by the police. The three-year-old girl was buried by the family at a local graveyard in Korangi on Sunday night amidst moving scenes. 

SSP Investigation Niaz Khoso told Dawn that to strengthen the police’s case, tests should be carried out on the swabs or clothing of the girl and DNA tests of the accused should also be carried out to ascertain the true picture. If the DNA test and samples found on the clothing or swab of the girl match, it would amount to incriminating evidence which cannot be tampered with, the SSP maintained. 


Two drown at Hawkes Bay 

Two young men drowned in the sea on Sunday. Police said that Nadeem, 22, and Rashid, 25, had gone to Hawkes Bay for a picnic along with some friends from Orangi Town. 


Despite the imposition of Section 144 regarding bathing in the sea, the youngsters went in for a dip, and were swept away by the strong currents. Their bodies had not been recovered till the filing of this report. 


Body found at Super Highway 

A partially decomposed body of a man was found on the Super Highway on Sunday. 


Edhi sources said that the body was three to four days old and was stuffed in a quilt. It was dumped in a deserted area close to Sajjad Hotel. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. 


Following legal formalities, the body was sent to the Edhi morgue for identification.

(By S. Raza Hasan, Dawn-13, 06/07/2009)

Car thefts go unreported due to police complacency

KARACHI, July 5: A large number of vehicle snatching and theft incidents in the metropolis remain unreported as the Karachi police is not interested in lodging the first information reports (FIRs) of every such incident in a bid to lessen the number of crimes officially reported. 


Instead of lodging the FIRs, the police record the report of all incidents of vehicle theft or snatching in the daily diary (roznamcha) of the police stations concerned but conduct no investigation. 


The police avoid registration of FIRs because their performance is judged on the basis of total number of FIRs registered in a year. The daily diary’s report is not equivalent to an FIR, which is a legal document and the foundation of a case. 


A cursory look at the data compiled by the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) regarding the number of snatched/stolen vehicles and the number of FIRs registered by the Karachi police for the same crime during a particular time period suggested a major difference between the records of the two organisations. 


According to the figures compiled by the CPLC during the period from May 1 to the last week of June, a total of 732 four-wheelers and 2,055 two-wheelers had been snatched or stolen from different parts of the city. 


However, the official record showed that the police lodged only 195 FIRs for the snatching or theft of as many four-wheelers, and 405 FIRs for as many motorcycles in the nearly two-month period. 


Interestingly, the police and the CPLC are in unison when it comes to the data of the recovery of snatched/stolen vehicles. The record shows that during the same period, the police managed to recover a total of 273 four-wheelers and 351 motorbikes from different areas of the city. 


It seems that the police across the metropolis have adopted the practice as a ‘policy’, which, indeed, causes problems in analysing the overall crime rate and its trends. 


The lesser number of FIRs registered under the so-called policy also provides the police an opportunity to show that the crime of vehicle theft and snatching has not yet reached alarming levels. 


While the authorities at the helm of affairs recognise that the police do not register FIRs of all vehicle thefts or snatching incidents, they also blame victims for encouraging the police not to lodge the FIRs. 


“Actually, in some cases the complainants try their best to avoid registration of FIRs because they want to skip the court process in case of recovery of their vehicles,” said SP Naeem Sheikh of the Anti-Car Lifting Cell. “There is no justification or policy that encourages the police to prefer the roznamcha report over an FIR. It actually depends on the officials at the police stations.” He agreed with the notion that the trend was mostly practiced to keep such cases out of the record, which helped in keeping the crime rate comparatively lower. 


However, he agreed that the investigation of a case could only be launched after the registration of a proper FIR. “We at the ACLC take every incident of vehicle snatching or theft seriously, which automatically generates efforts for its search or recovery,” claims SP Sheikh. 


Observers say that this trend is largely unchecked in the police department and reflective of the non-existence of a proper accountability system. This trend needs to be addressed by the authorities concerned, they add. 


“A citizen can’t be denied the right to lodge a proper FIR for any crime,” said Nazim F. Haji, the former founding chief of the CPLC. 


He said even the complainants could not dictate terms to avoid the FIR, which was a basic document to record the crime and then investigate it. In the absence of an FIR, one could not expect both the processes, he added. 

“I think the CPLC should come forward in such a situation, as I am shocked to know that there is no serious effort made from any side to address such an important issue,” added Mr Haji.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 06/07/2009)

Minor girl dies of sexual abuse and torture

A minor girl, who was tortured and sexually abused, was murdered in the Zaman Town police limits. The police have arrested two suspects, who are traffic police constables, in connection with the girl’s murder.


The three-day-old body of 7-year-old ‘S’ was found from the Defence police limits. The murder was reportedly committed in the Zaman Town police limits. Station House Officer (SHO) Zaman Town Hazoor Bux Solangi said that the incident occurred in Noorani Basti, Chakra Goth, Korangi-2 1/2, Zaman Town. The police have arrested Noor Mohammed and Basheer Ahmed, who are traffic police constables. A case was reported on the complaint of the victim’s uncle.


The victim’s father, Qasim Bengali, who is a labourer by profession, said that on Friday, his daughter went missing while playing outside his house, located at H-613, Noorani Basti, Zaman Town.


After an unsuccessful search carried out with friends and family, he reported the matter to the Union Council (UC) Nazim, Jamaluddin. A complaint about the missing child was then registered at the Zaman Town Police Station (PS).


On Sunday morning, Bengali’s brother visited his house along with his daughter Nagma, who while playing outside, suddenly hurried inside and informed him that she had seen the people who had kidnapped ‘S’. After several queries, Nagma led them to a house four houses away. When the men knocked on the door, a man who identified himself as Noor Mohammed stepped outside. On seeing him, Nagma started shouting that he was the person responsible for kidnapping ‘S’, and that he had also given her Rs5.


Qasim added that in the meantime, another person came out of that house, and said that they were leaving the house and had only come there to collect some items.


S’s family immediately called the UC Nazim. Moreover, a scuffle broke out between them, while the UC Nazim and the area people gathered. They started beating the accused persons. Moreover, a man came with kerosene oil, and poured it upon the criminals, and attempted to torch them. However, the Zaman Town police reached the spot and intervened, and took the accused into custody.


During questioning, the accused persons told the police that the girl had died during torture and abuse, and they had dumped her body at the Gora Kabristan Graveyard in Defence.


The local police, along with area residents, recovered the victim’s body from the location. The body had gruesome torture marks, and was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for a post mortem. Moreover, the police took the criminals to the Zaman Town PS. When the police reached the station, residents of Noorani Basti were already gathered outside, demanding that the criminals be handed over to them. The mob started resisting the police; however, a heavy contingency of police arrived at the spot, and after two hours of resistance, brought the situation under control, assuring the locals that the case would be investigated as per merit, and no relaxation would be given to the criminals, after which the mob dispersed.


According to hospital sources, the girl was brutally tortured, and during the primary examination, it was found that she had been sexually abused as well. Doctors have reserved the post mortem report, and sent samples for chemical examination. DNA samples of the child and the suspects were also taken for confirmation.


Police sources said that Noor Mohammed was posted at the Defense Traffic Section, while Basheer Ahmed was posted at the Korangi Traffic section.


Both belong to Nausheroferoze (Sindh). A case has been registered and investigation is under way.

(The News-13, 06/07/2009)
MQM-H activist killed

An activist of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) was shot dead by armed men in the Surjani Town police limits, while three people died in separate incidents.


Thirty-two-year-old Arif was shot dead by armed men in the Surjani Town police limits. Police sources said that Arif was a resident of H-156, Sector-L-I, Surjani Town, and was working at a gas shop situated in the area. On Sunday morning, Arif was sitting at the shop when two armed men riding a motorcycle came over, shot him dead and fled. The deceased was single and was an activist of the MQM-H. A case was registered and investigation is under way.


Meanwhile, the decomposed body of a 35-year-old unidentified man with hands and legs tied with a rope was found in a gunny bag in the Memon Goth police limits. Some passersby saw the gunny bag and informed the police who shifted the body to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for an autopsy. The MLO said that the body was a week old and the victim was hanged to death. A case was registered and investigation is under way.


DROWN: Two picnickers drowned at Hawkesbay in the Mauripur police limits on Sunday. Twenty-two-year-old Rashid and his friend Nadeem went to Hawkesbay for a picnic. Rashid was swimming when a big wave swept him away. Rashid shouted for help. Nadeem, seeing his friend in danger, also jumped into the sea and tried to save him, but failed.

The other picnickers saw them drowning and shouted for help. The Edhi divers tried to save them but it was too late. They were trying to recover their bodies till the time this report was filed. According to the police, both the deceased were residents of Sindhi Hotel, Liaquatabad. A case was reported at the police station.


Meanwhile, 25-year-old Mohammed Noman died when he accidentally fell off a slide in Fiesta Water Park situated on the Super Highway. His body was shifted to the Baqai Medical University Hospital for legal formalities.

(The News-14, 06/07/2009)
Two policemen held
3-year-old girl raped, dumped in gutter


KARACHI: Two policemen belonging to the traffic police department were arrested on Sunday for killing a minor girl and dumping her body in a gutter near Gora Qabristan.


Doctors suggested that she might have been victim of gang rape before she was murdered. However, a conclusion can only be reached after a post-mortem and DNA report. 


[image: image1.jpg]


The girl ‘S’, who as her family claims was three and a half years old, went missing on Friday evening while she was playing with the neighbours’ children outside her house located in Chakra Goth, Noorani Basti, with in the jurisdiction of Zaman Town police station. 


At first, her family and the neighbours approached the area’s nazim, namely Jamal, so that he may inform the local police after they were unable to find the girl, even after searching for her at different hospitals and the Edhi morgue. 


Finally, on Sunday while the search for S was still underway, Naghma, who is also a child and was S’s cousin, told the family that, ‘she saw two policemen, who she identified, luring the victim by offering her toffees and also giving her Rs 5 to go with them’.


Hearing this, the angry family along with people of the area captured the two policemen for kidnapping S and thrashed them. The angry people also tried to burn them alive but the area’s police reached the scene and they were reluctantly handed over to the police. 


The policemen were beaten up so badly that they had no choice but to confess to exactly where they had dumped S’s body. The body was found and shifted to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for an autopsy where the doctors detained it for a chemical examination and DNA report. 


The girl was the youngest amongst two brothers and her father had a small private business. Her family was shocked when they found the body and they appealed to the government and law enforcers to punish the culprits with iron hands also urging that they should be hung to death in public, as a lesson for others harbouring the same intentions. The two culprits namely, Constable Noor Mohammad, son of Taj Mohammad and Head Constable Bashir, son of Maher Ali, were posted at Korangi Crossing, traffic police section and Defence traffic police section, respectively. They had rented a house located near S’s house about two months back. 


The two men, however, claimed to be innocent, saying that they dumped the body after they found it floating in the water tank at their house. “We did not have any idea how the girl came to our house and fell into the water tank. We found her body floating there when we woke up on Saturday morning and thought it would be better to dump her body as we were scared of the consequences had we done otherwise,” they said. 


An FIR no 331/09 of kidnapping and murder has been lodged against both the policemen on the complaint of deceased’s uncle, namely Abul Hashim.


DSP Malik Maqsood told Daily Times that the doctors have reserved the initial medical report of the deceased and further medical examination as well as a DNA test will follow but the lady doctor, who carried out the postmortem, told the police that the injuries on the girl’s body indicate that she might have been raped while a mark on her neck suggests that she was tortured as well. The girl was laid to rest at the Korangi Graveyard.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 06/07/2009)

Bloody childhoods

THE easiest, and now customary, escape from tackling felonies as heinous as child rape is to pour scorn on depraved elements, offer compensation to their prey and move on, burying both the crime and punishment. In some incidents, these last rites involve a real burial such as that of three-year-old Sana who was allegedly raped and murdered by two police constables after she went missing last week. However, a true confrontation involves a battle with the state as it is a virtual accomplice in terminating countless childhoods — civil society’s long and seemingly endless struggle to have the Child Protection Bill endorsed by parliament continues. 


The ‘law’ will shield innocent lives by preserving child rights and protection; a subject almost alien to the lower classes. The great contradiction remains the fact that Pakistan enjoys the status of being one of the first 20 countries that sanctioned the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 1990. It can be asked then, that, as the authority responsible makes five-year reports on its implementation to the UN committee on child rights mandatory, what the state has to say for its children, and secondly, why the delay in the enactment of the bill into law has not been condemned by international bodies. Also, it is the government’s duty to overhaul the almost non-existent forensic and medico-legal facilities so vital to the dispensation of justice.


Regrettably, there is precious little to not only prevent but to assuage the wounds of despicable offences. Child victims and their hapless families often face a long, arduous road to justice and recovery. The most destructive consequence is that child abuse breeds future offenders as the child and his/her family grapple with the sense of violation without help such as counselling by qualified personnel who visit the home. This can prevent aftermaths including depression, anxiety, low self-esteem and fractured adult relationships. Lamentably, little Sana’s case threatens to be yet another police crime; and if the perpetrators go scot-free, it may once again see the public taking the law into its own hands as it did this time. The journey to justice becomes all the more onerous and perilous when it involves its own ‘custodians’. After all, how long can an impoverished family hold out against criminals who may be members of the police and what mechanism ensures that the police department will not do all it can to wash its hands of Sana’s blood? It is this helplessness that spawns mob justice — it would do the authorities some good to bear previous gory incidents of mob fury in mind.

(Dawn-7, 07/07/2009)

Landhi tense after robbers kill two brothers

KARACHI, July 6: Tension and panic gripped parts of Landhi and its adjoining areas following a violent protest over the killing of two brothers by bandits, witnesses and police said. 


They said that two brothers – Rashid, 38, and Sajid, 34, sons of Mohammed Sultan – were killed by bandits at their shop in Burqa Market at around 4pm. 


The witnesses said that the incident triggered a violent protest by the residents when the victims’ bodies were brought back to the locality from the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre after autopsies. 


They said that the police fired several shells of teargas and resorted to heavy fire into the air as a large number of the protesters thronged the Landhi police station and pelted it with stones. 


The witnesses said that the shopkeepers pulled down the shutters and vehicular traffic disappeared from the streets. 

They said the situation turned violent when the officials of the Landhi and Awami Colony police disputed over their respective jurisdiction, causing an inordinate delay in the registration of the FIR. 


The law and order situation was not brought under control till late in the night. 


Suspected dacoit killed 

A suspected dacoit was killed and his alleged accomplice arrested following a shootout with a police party at Korangi No 6. 


The Awami Colony police said three dacoits were looting a shopkeeper, Mohammed Naseeb, at the main market in the evening when a police patrol party reached there. They said that the bandits opened fire when they saw the approaching policemen. 


The police said that the police party also returned fire and hit one of the fleeing dacoits and arrested another. 

They said that the killed suspect was identified as Danish Siddiqui, 32, son of Ibad Siddiqui, and the arrested one as Zamir Haider, son of Shamim. 


The police said that the third suspect, identified as Faraz Siddiqui, was the brother of the killed suspect and he fled the scene. 


The police seized two pistols and a stolen motorcycle from the suspects, who were booked on the complaint of the shopkeeper. 


Meanwhile, tension and panic gripped Mehran Town and its neighbouring localities in Korangi following the killing of a young man. 


The Korangi Industrial Area police said that the body of Qurban Ali, 23, was found near his house. The police said later two ethnic groups exchanged fire in the vicinity.

(Dawn-13, 07/07/2009)

Suspected killers of three-year-old girl remanded

KARACHI, July 6: A judicial magistrate (east) remanded on Monday two police constables in police custody for seven days for their alleged involvement in the kidnapping and murder of a three-year-old girl. 


The police arrested the suspects – Bashir Ahmed and Noor Mohammad – on July 5 and recovered the body of the victim girl from an open manhole near the FTC building on a lead given by the arrested men, who are traffic police constables. 


According to the prosecution, the suspects allegedly kidnapped the girl, Sana, when she was playing with her friends near her house in Korangi. The suspects killed the victim and dumped her body in the manhole near the FTC building. However, people of the area caught them on July 5 when a playmate of the victim girl raised the alarm after seeing one of the suspects in the neighbourhood. 


A case (FIR 331/2009) was registered against the suspects under Sections 364 (kidnapping or abducting in order to murder), 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s uncle, Abdul Hashim, at the Zaman Town police station. 


The suspects were produced before Judicial Magistrate (east) Malik Akthar Hussain on Monday. 


The court remanded the two suspects in police custody and directed the investigation officer of the case to submit a charge-sheet against them on July 13. 


Meanwhile, the relatives of the victim girl assembled outside the court and staged a protest demonstration. They chanted slogans against the suspects. 

Five remanded in FIA custody 

Another judicial magistrate (Malir) remanded five suspects in the custody of the Federal Investigation Agency till July 9 for travelling on forged documents. 


The suspects – Noman Ali, Shahnawaz, Zaheer Hussain, Ameer Habib and Sher Muhammad – were arrested by the FIA on the night of June 30 following their arrival at Quaid-i-Azam International Airport, Karachi from Saudi Arabia since they allegedly did not have proper travel documents. 


Later, the record of the suspects was traced and their travel documents were found fake. 


A case was registered against the suspects under Section 17 (unlawful emigration, etc.) of the Emigration Ordinance, 1979 and Sections 420 (cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property), 468 (forgery for purpose of cheating) and 471 (using a forged document as genuine) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the FIA Human Trafficking Circle, Karachi.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-13, 07/07/2009)

Three Haqiqi workers killed

KARACHI, July 6: Three workers of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (Amir Khan group) were killed on Monday in separate acts of violence in different parts of the city. 


A member of the party’s central committee, Feroze Haider, told Dawn that the Haqiqi workers were targeted and shot dead in the police jurisdiction of Malir City, Preedy and Paposhnagar. 


“At least 50 Haqiqi workers have been killed since June 2,” he claimed. 


The Malir City police said a 40-year-old man, Syed Mohammed Haider, son of Syed Aziz Haider, was a factory worker and his bullet-riddled body was found at an under-construction house near his residence. 

They said that the victim, who initially remained unidentified, was living with his in-laws in Ammar Yasir Colony and he had left for his workplace in the morning as a matter of course.


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. 


According to sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section, the victim, father of three, was shot three bullets to his face from a very close range and all the bullets went through his skull. 


While the MQM Haqiqi claimed that the victim was a party worker, the police said that the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity. 


They said that the victim’s younger brother, Syed Abbas Ali, lodged an FIR (181/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against unidentified culprits. 


A 30-year-old Haqiqi worker was gunned down in the small hours of Tuesday morning at Preedy Street. 


The police said the victim, Mohammed Shahid, son of Waseem Ahmed, a resident of Burns Road, was a newspaper hawker at Regal Chowk and he was believed to have been targeted at around 2am when he was on his way home. 


Sources at the Civil Hospital Karachi, where the victim’s body was moved for a post-mortem examination, said that the victim received two bullets, one to his head and the other in the chest, from a close range. They said that the bullets pierced the victim’s body. 


The police registered a case (FIR 862/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Mohammed Rashid.


Another worker of the MQM Haqiqi was gunned down near his house in Paposhnagar in the evening. 


The police said that the victim, Syed Nadim, 32, son of Saadat Ali, was on his way when unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle opened fire on him near Chandni Chowk and fled. They said that the man died instantly and his body was moved to the Abbasi Shaheed hospital for an autopsy. Hospital sources said that the victim received three bullets, one to his head and the others in his left arm from a close range. 


The police said that no case was registered till late as the medico-legal proceedings were still being conducted.

(Dawn-13, 07/07/2009)

Anger over death of two in robbery bid

Mob besieges, attacks Landhi police station

A mob besieged the Landhi police station on Tuesday, and a fierce gun battle between protestors and the cornered police raged into the night after two men were killed by bandits in a robbery bid that took place right in front of the station.


Two brothers, Rashid Sultan and his brother Sajjid Sultan, were shot outside their shop in Landhi no. 4 by bandits on Monday evening after Rashid, the elder of the two, attempted to resist the robbery bid.


Though the shop was located across the road from the Landhi police station, the jurisdiction of the shop fell within the Awami Colony police limits. The enraged protestors shouted slogans against the police, who they said let criminals run a reign of terror while they stood idly by.

The brothers ran a veil shop on the main road in Landhi No. 3.5, and their home was located right above the shop. On Monday, two armed men entered their place of business and demanded that they hand over all their money. At this, Rashid tried to overpower one of the bandits as a result of which the outlaws opened fire, injuring Rashid and Sajjid, and then managed to flee the scene. Right after the incident, all the shops where the robbery bid took place had closed.


The brothers were rushed to the Jinnah Post-graduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where they breathed their last after a brief struggle.Later, when their bodies were brought back to their house, things started to heat up in the area. Initially, residents and shopkeepers gathered outside the house, which is located opposite the Landhi police station, and started to lodge their protest. As time went by, frustrations rose and the peaceful protest began to take a violent turn. The protestors began to burn tyres on the road and pelting passing vehicles as well as the police station with stones.


Not satisfied, the mob, at about 9.30 pm, poured onto the premises of the police station and attacked the police with stones. The police resisted for a while with baton charges, but, unable to withhold the rising tempers of the growing mob, fled into the police station building and locked the doors.


The protestors continued to pelt the station with stones, breaking the windows. Unable to get to the police, the mob then attacked the police mobiles and vehicles stationed in and around the premises, smashing their windscreens.


Things hit a nadir when, during the commotion, some identified people opened fire at the police station. As the police, holed up in the station building retaliated, a fierce gun battle broke out that lasted late into the night. The besieged police attempted to fire teargas from the roof at the mob to disperse them. Police reinforcements were nowhere in sight at last report despite the fact that images of the encircled police station splashed across television screens for hours.


The area, which has industries surrounding it, remained tense till the filing of this report. No traffic was going into the area, and those present in the vicinity were trapped, with many seeking refuge in narrow lanes.


In the commotion, the news team of Geo TV was also attacked by unidentified people, in which the staff members of the channel were injured.


NEWS DESK ADDS: Three Edhi ambulances had reached the spot to cater to the injured, if any, but were unable to make their way past the mob.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 07/07/2009)
Murder of three-year-old girl

Accused remanded to police custody

Judicial Magistrate (East) Malik Akhter remanded the accused, till July 13, allegedly involved in sexually abusing and killing a three-year-old girl.


Head Constable (HC) Bashir Ahmed and Police Constable (PC) Noor Mohammed were arrested on Sunday by Zaman Town police, and an FIR (number 331/09 U/S 364-A 302/34) was registered on the complaint of Abul Hashim, uncle of the deceased. 


Both police officials were produced before the court under tight security, as family members of the victim were present outside the corridors of the court. The family chanted slogans against the accused, demanding stern punishment against the accused police officials. 


Three-year-old ‘S’, daughter of Mohammed Qasim, went missing on Friday after leaving her house in Noorani Basti, Korangi to play with her friends. She was the youngest of her seven brothers and sisters. When she did not return home that night, her family started searching for her but after an unsuccessful hunt, lodged a missing persons report at the Zaman Town police station on Friday night. 


On Sunday, the victim’s cousin Naghma identified the suspect Bashir Ahmed, after which the residents of the area nabbed the two suspects, locked them up and handed them over to police custody. During interrogation, the suspects disclosed the location where they disposed the body, and the police duly recovered the corpse. 


(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 07/07/2009)
Court seeks crime statistics in plea against pillion-riding

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the provincial law officer on Monday to submit a comprehensive report regarding the law-and-order situation and the crime ratio before and after the ban on pillion-riding.


The court was hearing the petition of Intikhab Alam Suri of the Human Right Network, who had submitted that citizens were facing hardships due to the ban on pillion-riding imposed by the Sindh government. The petitioner’s counsel, Syed Abdul Waheed, said that the government had imposed a ban on pillion-riding in December last year, and the ban had been extended time and again without any justification.


He submitted that the ban was previously challenged in the SHC, and the Sindh home department had previously informed the court that the ban had been withdrawn, without explaining the rationale behind the ban itself.


Waheed said that the government had once again imposed the ban, which continued from May to June. He said that while the ban was imposed on the pretext of security, incidents of violence and target-killing were increasing by the day, while the police and law-enforcement agencies have failed to provide protection to people.

Filing comments on the petition, the home department submitted that the ban was imposed in view of the apprehension that the security situation could worsen if certain groups and miscreants could create a law-and-order situation by using motorcycles to commit crimes.


The home department claimed that owing to the ban, crime — mobile phone snatching, robbery and random killings — has decreased within a few months. The department said that it is the responsibility of the government to provide protection to the people and take preventive measures to assure their security. The department requested the court to allow it to extend the ban on pillion-riding when it deems necessary.


The petitioner counsel raised objection over the comments of the respondent, and submitted that the law-and-order situation worsened during the ban as scores of political activists and other citizens were killed during the last couple of months.


The SHC’s division bench, directed the provincial law officer to produce details of the report regarding the law-and-order situation and the crime ratio before and after the ban on pillion-riding, and adjourned the hearing.

(The News-14, 07/07/2009)
Accused in minor girl’s killing remanded


KARACHI: “The police uncles told her that she would get sweets if she abide by their instructions,” said little Naghma talking to Daily Times. 


Naghma is a friend of Sana, the three-year-old who met an unfortunate end after being lured by two policemen to go along with them. “I have promised my parents I would never eat sweets,” said Naghma, the innocent four-year-old girl sitting at her home.
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On Monday, the building of city courts echoed with angry slogans by an angry mob including the parents and family members of the deceased girl, as the Judicial Magistrate (XVI) East remanded the two traffic police personnel, Constable Noor Muhammad and Bashir, to police custody till July 13.


Sana’s mother Rashida was also seen within the premises of the city courts. With red eyes and trembling hands, she was shouting for justice. “I want to burn them myself,” she shouted in a high pitched voice. “My daughter was very young although she looked bigger because of an abnormal growth pattern and that’s what caused these men to lure her and kill her in a brutal manner,” she said.

“They are not human beings! They killed a three-year-old girl with acid,” the grieving mother mourned.


Sana’s brothers were also present in the court and wanted revenge for their sister’s murder, saying that the arrested policemen are beasts. The teens tried to get close to the culprits but were taken out of court. Sana’s brothers vowed on the occasion that they would take revenge by burning the bodies of both police constables with acid.


Accused Noor Muhammad, who lived with the other accused Bashir, told Daily Times that he was not involved in the crime. “Bashir had informed me that the body of a girl was floating in the water tank of their house. I didn’t know what was going on,” he went on to say.


The culprits have been remanded to police custody, yet Sana’s family and lawyers remain suspicious. “We will keep a check on the investigations,” the family’s lawyer informed journalists outside the courtroom, “They have been investigated by the people of their own department,” he added. 


It may be remembered that Sana, was playing outside her house in Chakra Goth, Noorani Basti, within the jurisdiction of the Zaman Town Police, when she went missing. On Sunday, after a tip-off from Sana’s friend, the relatives of the deceased girl caught the two culprits, who then pointed out the location where her body was dumped. The constables had allegedly lured the girl, raped her and later dumped her body in a gutter near Gora Qabristan. Doctors who carried out the post-mortem said that there were indications that the girl had been raped before being killed.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 07/07/2009)

Two more Haqiqi activists shot dead

KARACHI, July 7: Two workers of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) were killed on Tuesday in separate acts of violence in different parts of the city, witnesses and police said. 


A spokesman for MQM-Haqiqi, Feroze Ahmed, called the Dawn office to say that the 60-year-old man in charge of the party’s Buzurg Committee, Fazal-i-Rabbi Siddiqui, son of Imtiaz Ahmed Siddiqui, was killed and his 24-year-old son, Rehan Siddiqui, wounded in an attack on their house (504) in Sector L of Surjani Town in the evening. 


The Surjani Town police said that five attackers had come in a Suzuki Hi-roof and opened fire on the house of the Haqiqi worker. They said that the attackers fled the scene after the inmates of the house under attack retaliated with heavy fire. 


No case was registered till late. 

Meanwhile, the bullet-riddled body of a 28-year-old worker of the MQM-Haqiqi was found at a desolate place near Darakhshan Society in the remit of Saudabad police. 

The police said that the victim initially remained unidentified and later his younger brother identified him as Zubair Ahmed, son of Mohammed Ahmed, at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where sources said the victim received three bullets in his upper torso. They said that the body also bore marks of torture. 


The MQM-Haqiqi said that the victim was a party member and a resident of Sadaat Colony in Shah Faisal Colony. They said that the party worker, father of a one-year-old daughter, had been missing since Monday night. 


The police said that a murder case against unidentified culprits had already been registered on behalf of the state as the victim initially remained unidentified. 


Boys killed by stray bullets 

Two young boys were killed after they were hit by stray bullets at their respective houses in the police precincts of Shershah and Aziz Bhatti. 


The Shershah police said that a 14-year-old boy was killed when he was hit by a stray bullet in his house in Mohammedi Colony. They said that the victim, who hailed from Mian Channu, Punjab, was living with his maternal uncle here. 


The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim received a fatal bullet wound in his chest and the bullet was stuck in his ribcage. 


Sub-Inspector Abdur Rashid of the Shershah police said that the victim was lying in the verandah of the house when at around 12.30pm he was hit by the bullet. 

He said that the victim’s elder brother, Majid, was sitting outside the house at the time of the incident. He said that the victim came out of the house and told his brother that he had been hit by something in the chest. 


The police officer said that the young boy died on his way to hospital. 


The police registered a case (FIR 261/2009) against unidentified culprits under Section 322 for Qatl-bis-sabab (causing death without any intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s uncle, Mohammed Azam. 


Meanwhile, a seven-year-old boy was killed after he received a stray bullet in his shantytown house near Dalmia in the remit of the Aziz Bhatti police. 


The police said that the victim, Khurshid, son of Rab Nawaz, was asleep when he received the stray bullet in the small hours of Tuesday. They said that the boy was hit in the head and died before his body was shifted to the JPMC for a postmortem examination. 


ASI Raees of the Aziz Bhatti police said that a case (FIR 328/2009) was registered against unidentified culprits under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s father, a factory worker. 


Body found

The two-day-old body of an unidentified young man was found in an under-construction house in Gulshan-i-Millat, Korangi. 


The Awami Colony police shifted the body to the JPMC where sources said that the victim, who appeared to be in his early 20s, was strangled. They said that the body also bore marks of torture. 


The police said that the body was later kept at the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth for identification. 


No case was registered till late, the police said. 


Man kills sisters’ husband

A man was killed and his wife wounded allegedly by his wife’s brother, who fled after shooting the couple in SITE. 


The police said that the victim, Mohammed Riaz, 35, son of Mohammed Tahir, had married the suspect’s sister, Tanzila, without the consent of the woman’s family. They said that the couple had come to the house of Tanzila’s sister in SITE where the suspect, Mohammed Qaiser, opened fire on them. 


The police said that Riaz died instantly, and his wife was wounded in the firing. 


No case was registered till late as the police were still waiting for some one from the victim’s family to lodge an FIR. 


Young man shot dead

The body of a 25-year-old man was found in an under-construction house in Model Colony.


The victim, Roashan, son of Rajesh, was a tailor by profession and a resident of Lasi Para. 

His body was moved to the JPMC where sources said that the victim received two bullets, one to his head and the other in the chest, from a close range. They said the man was also tortured before he was shot dead. 


The police registered a case (FIR 161/2009) against unidentified culprits under Section 302 and 34 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Kundan. 

The police said that the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity. 


Woman found hanged

A 40-year-old woman, Nauseen, wife of Dara Shaikh, was found hanged in her flat (102) at Shahzad Apartments in Bath Island in the jurisdiction of the Boat Basin police station. 

The police said that the family claimed that the woman, mother of two, committed suicide due to domestic disputes. 

They said that the body was shifted to the JPMC for a post-mortem examination. The police said that the cause of the victim’s death was reserved and further legal procedure would be carried out following the completion of a final post-mortem report.

(Dawn-13, 08/07/2009)

Man shot dead

Sajjid, 32, son of Alla h Ditta, was shot dead by armed men in the Shershah police limits. The police said that the incident was reported in Gali-8, Shershah, and the murder seems to be the result of personal enmity. A case was registered and investigation is under way.


BODY FOUND: The body of a man bearing torture marks was found from the Awami Colony police limits. The police said that the body was found from Gulshan-e-Millat near Plot-B-113, Korangi. 


SUICIDE: Forty-year-old Nosheen Haroon locked herself in a room of her apartment No-104 situated in Shahzad Apartment in the Boat Basin police limits after some domestic dispute, and hanged herself to death with a ceiling fan.


Fifty-year-old Ghulam Sarwar locked himself in a room of his residence situated in Arfeen Town in Block-L in the Taimuria police jurisdiction after a quarrel with his wife, and hanged himself with a ceiling fan.


Meanwhile 24-year-old Arshad was killed when a speeding bus of route 17-J ran him over in the Defence police area, while he was going on his motorcycle. A case was reported at the police station.

(The News-19, 08/07/2009)
MQM-H, JSQM activists among seven killed

Activists belonging to the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) and the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mohaz (JSQM) were among the seven people shot dead by armed men in various parts of the city on Tuesday.


Twenty-five-year-old Zubair Ahmed was shot dead by armed men in the Saudabad police limits. The police said that Ahmed was a resident of Shah Faisal Colony-5 and worked as a manager in GO-CDMA. Late Monday night he received a call on his cellphone, and was asked to come to Shama Centre, Shah Faisal Colony.


When he reached Shama Centre, unidentified armed men kidnapped Ahmed. They tied his hands and legs and killed him after brutally torturing him. On Tuesday morning they dumped his body in Darakhshan Society in Malir.


Ahmed was a former activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM). He was married two months ago and had left the party. Since then he had been receiving death threats and was mentally disturbed. A case was registered at the police station and investigation is under way.


In another case, 60-year-old Fazlullah Siddiqi was shot dead, while his son, 28-year-old Amanullah Siddiqi, was injured in the Surjani Town police limits. The police said that the victim was a resident of Malir, Saudabad, and Amanullah Siddiqi was an activist of the MQM-H. The family was receiving death threats so they left the area and settled in Sector-4A, Surjani Town.


On Tuesday afternoon, two armed men riding a motorcycle came over and forcibly entered their house (No. H-540-L). They opened indiscriminate fire, due to which Fazalullah Siddiqi and Amanullah Siddiqi were injured and were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) where Fazalullah Siddiqi succumbed to his injuries. A case was registered at the police station.


In yet another case, 35-year-old Atiq Ahmed was shot dead by armed men in the Saudabad police limits. The police said that Ahmed was a resident of Liaquat Market, C-Area Saudabad. Late Monday night, he was present outside his shop, Al-Khalid Bangles, in Liaquat Market, when armed men riding a motorcycle came over and killed Ahmed and fled. The victim was an activist of the MQM-H. He was a bachelor and a resident of the same area. A case was registered at the police station.


Meanwhile, 30-year-old Qurban Ghulam was shot dead by armed men in the Korangi police limits. The police said that Ghulam was a resident of Block-6H, Mehran Town. On Tuesday night, he was present in the area, when a clash took place between two police groups in which Ghulam was killed. He was an activist of the JSQM. He was a bachelor and a permanent resident of Kandhkot, Jacobabad. A case was registered and investigation is under way.


In a separate incident, 30-year-old Riaz Ahmed was shot dead while his wife, 25-year-old Tanzeela, was injured in the SITE-A Section police limits. The police said that the couple got married of their own free will four years ago in Attock (NWFP).


One week ago, on the invitation of Tanzeela’s sister in Karachi, the couple came over to Karachi and were residing at a local hotel. On Tuesday afternoon, they came over to Tanzeela’s sister’s house situated in Bawani Chali in the SITE-A Section police limits.


After having their lunch they were sitting in the hall when Tanzeela’s brother Qaiser came over and started arguing with the couple. In the meantime, Qaiser took out his pistol and shot Ahmed dead and injured Tanzeela and fled. During investigation, it was found that the Ahmed was a resident of Attock while his sister Tanzeela belonged to Swabi. Ahmed was her second husband. The family members were against the marriage. A case was registered and investigation is under way.

In yet another case, 10-year-old Khursheed died in the Aziz Bhatti police limits. The police said that Khursheed was the son of Rab Nawaz a resident of Dalmia Colony, Kachi Abadi. On Tuesday night, Khursheed was sleeping on the terrace when a stray bullet hit his head. He was taken to a hospital where he succumbed to his injuries. A case was registered and investigation is under way.


In another case, 24-year-old Roshan, son of Radhay Sham, was shot dead by armed men in the Model Colony police limits. The police said that Roshan was a resident of Liaquat Avenue and was working in a media company in Model Colony. On Tuesday morning he was on his way to work when he was kidnapped by armed men, who after torturing him, shot and killed him, and dumped his body on Jamatul Barkat Road near Jauhar Bakery and fled. Roshan was single, and before joining the media group was a tailor by profession. 


A case was registered at the police station.

(The News-20, 08/07/2009)
Battlefield Landhi


KARACHI: The whole of Landhi echoed with gunshots and clouds of tear gas smoke billowed from various parts of the area on Tuesday as the riots that erupted on Monday night following the murder of two brothers in a robbery bid grew worse.


[image: image3.jpg]


Following the murder of two brothers Rashid, 36, and Sajid, 31, who lost their lives resisting a robbery bid at their shop in Landhi No 4 just opposite to the Landhi police station, a heavy deployment of law enforcers including Rangers personnel was unable to bring the situation under control as the town became somewhat of a battlefield. Shopkeepers in the area closed down their businesses and protested against police, However they started rioting when police refused to register a case of the dual killing. 


On Monday, they burnt tyres on roads and pelted passing vehicles with stones. A heavy contingent of law enforcers reached the spot and tried to disperse the crowd but the mob also attacked the law enforcers and then went on to attack the Landhi police station. 


They surrounded the police station and policemen present inside were stuck for several hours. They protesters only backed out after several police high-ups and political and non-political personalities calmed them down and assured them that the culprits would be arrested.


Shopkeepers and residents of Landhi continued their protest on Tuesday and blocked roads and shouted slogans against the police. The angry protesters tried to attack the Landhi police station twice since Monday, exacerbating the clash between law enforcers and scores of angry area residents.


On Tuesday, the funeral prayers for the victims were offered at Rangers Ground in Landhi No 3 1/2 and then they were laid to rest in the Haji Ismail Goth Graveyard in Landhi No 2 in the presence of hundreds of people. On the occasion, a heavy contingent of law enforcers including Rangers’ personnel, were deployed in the entire area to avoid any untoward incident. However, the situation turned violent again after the participants of the funeral returned from the graveyard. They tried to attack the Landhi police station again but were stopped by a heavy contingent of law enforcers. An angry mob started rioting and clashed with law enforcers. During the clash, the mob pelted the police and Rangers with stones and damaged several of their vehicles. The law enforcers including plainclothes personnel restored to aerial firing as well as used baton charge and tear gas to control the mob. Meanwhile, the area residents who were in their houses faced immense difficulties due to the situation. 


Later, the situation calmed down when General Secretary Anjuman-e-Falah-e-Behbood Ansari Community Zainuddin Ansari negotiated with the law enforcers and other high officials. He assured that his community was not involved in rioting. Later, after the passage of almost 22 hours, police registered a case of dual murder against unidentified culprits on Ansari’s behalf. 


DSP Choudhry Anwar Ali said a case has been registered and a probe had been initiated into the dual killing. “The culprits would be arrested soon,” he assured. The officer claimed that some political partiers were trying to manipulate the issue, however, the situation was under control.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 08/07/2009)

Three more MQM-H men killed

KARACHI: Three more men associated with the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) were gunned down in separate incidents of target killings on Tuesday. 


As per details, an elderly man was shot dead while his son sustained injuries when armed men in a high roof vehicle came and opened indiscriminate firing on them as they stood outside their house located in Sector 4-A, within the limits of Surjani police station. The deceased and the injured were identified as Fazlullah Siddiqui, 62 and his son Aman, 27. They were shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for legal formalities and medical treatment. Police officials termed the incident a target killing though no case was registered till the filing of this report. MQM-H (Amir Khan Group) Information Secretary Feroz Haider told Daily Times that the deceased was a former MQM-H Elders’ Wing Incharge. He added that the culprits wanted to kill his other son named Anwar who was a former unit in-charge in Malir area. 


In another incident, the bullet riddled body of Zubair, 28, son of Mohammad Ahmed was found from Darakshan Society, within the limits of Saudabad police station. Police officials said that the deceased was killed after being kidnapped. The deceased used to work in a private telecom company and was married a year ago and recently became a father. A case has been registered against unknown persons. 


Meanwhile, late on Monday night, Atiq, 27, son of Rafiq was shot dead by armed men when he was sitting in his garments shop located within the limits of Saudabad police station. MQM-H (Afaq Group) has claimed that the deceased was their party worker and was associated with MQM-H Unit 100.

(DailyTimes-B1, 08/07/2009)

Last three months
416 cases of violence against women in Sindh

KARACHI: According to the Aurat Foundation’s second quarter report ‘Situation of Violence against Women in Sindh’, 416 incidents of violence against women occurred in the province during April-June, 2009.


Adviser to Chief Minister Sindh Sharmila Farooqui while addressing a press conference during the report’s launch at the press club on Tuesday said the masses would not approach the police for help unless the latter restore its image. 

She said that strict action in needed against police so that they can improve their performance and show efficiency. Citing the alleged rape and murder case of the 3-year-old girl Sana by policemen, she said that it clearly showed the performance of law enforcers.


She added that the traffic policemen involved in the case were criminals while stating that she has filed an application to shift the case under Section 7 of Anti Terrorist Court. She added that the number of burn victim cases has slightly reduced as media has played a major role in highlighting these cases.


According to the data mentioned in the report, 76 incidents of murders; honour killing incidents 79 (men murdered 38); 34 of abduction/kidnapping; 28 of rape/gang rape; 09 of sexual assault; 57 incidents of suicide; 35 cases of domestic violence; four of burning and one of acid throwing; while 93 incidents of custodial violence; murder attempts; customary practices; attempt to suicide; threat to violence; trafficking and torture were reported in different parts of the province in the said period.


There were 22 cases of honour killing in which 44 men and women were murdered while 27 Jirgas were held on women related issues in which 15 women/girls were given as compensation (Vani) to settle the tribal conflicts or free will marriages issues. According to data collected FIRs were registered in 208 cases, 170 cases could not be registered, while in 37 incidents, the status of FIR could not be ascertained. According to the data collected, the ages of victims/survivors were as follows: 81 women were 18 or under 18, 112 between 19 to 36 years, 42 women were above 37 years old; while 239 women’s age could not be ascertained. The ages of men murdered on pretext of honour killing were not included.

(DailyTimes-B1, 08/07/2009)

Ex-Muttahida councillor, two sons shot dead

KARACHI, July 8: A former councillor of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, his two young sons and one of their servants were killed in an attack in Landhi on Wednesday night, police and witnesses said.


The witnesses said that Haji Jalal Khan, son of Luqman Khan, and his sons, Usman Khan and Abdullah Khan, both in their early 20s, were at their small eatery at Zaman Town in Sector 36-B when at around 10.15pm armed men on motorcycles sprayed them with bullets.


The former councillor and his two sons were killed instantly and three others were wounded, one of them fatally.
The bodies and the wounded were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre.


Sources at the medico-legal section of the hospital told Dawn that the dead victims received multiple bullet wounds from a very close range.The sources said the fourth victim, Sohail, alias Raja, son of Adnan, died at the hospital.


The wounded were identified as Iqrar Ahmed, son of Waqar Ahmed, and Abdus Saeed, son of Saleem Khokhar.


Haji Jalal was stated to be expelled from the Muttahida Qaumi Movement three years ago. He was also an accused in the famous Major Kaleem kidnapping case against Muttahida leaders and workers.


The Awami Colony police said that the number of the attackers could not be ascertained immediately. They added that spent casings of TT pistols were secured from the crime-scene.

 

Haqiqi man shot dead

A 35-year-old man was shot dead in an attack near his home in Liaquatabad.


The Sharifabad police said the victim, Mohammed Nadeem, son of Nazeer Ahmed, was sitting outside his house (4/300) when two attackers on a motorcycle came there and opened fire on him.

They said the man received multiple bullet wounds and died before he could be taken to hospital.


The Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) claimed that the victim was its worker.


Sources at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital told Dawn that the victim was brought dead to the facility. They said the man received three bullets in his upper torso from a very close range as all the bullets pierced his body.

The police registered a case (FIR 106/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Mohammed Salim.

 

Drowns

A 20-year-old man drowned while bathing in a pond at a desolate place near Ittehad Town in Baldia Town.
The Mochkoh police said the victim, Wilson Masih, son of Manzoor Masih, was a resident of SITE and he had come to Ittehad Town to meet a friend. 

They said the incident occurred at a hilly track where water from a burst pipeline of the Karachi Water and Sewarage Board had collected.

(By Tahir Siddiquil Dawn-13, 09/07/2009)

100 political activists killed in six months: HRCP

KARACHI, July 8: One hundred workers of different political parties have been killed in the city during the first half of the current year, said a Human Rights Commission of Pakistan report released here on Wednesday.


According to the statistics compiled by the Sindh chapter of the HRCP, 74 political workers lost their lives during the corresponding period in 2008.


Of the political workers killed during the January-June 2009 period, 38 belong to the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi); 28 to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement; 11 to the Pakistan People’s Party; 10 to the Awami National Party; four to the Sindh Tarraqqi Pasand Party; two each to the banned Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) and the Jamaat-i-Islami and one each to the PML (Functional), the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz and the Punjabi Pakhtoon Ittehad.


Total 938 people, including 119 women and 84 children, were killed in the first six months of 2009 compared to a total of 773 deaths, including 65 women and 32 children, reported in the corresponding period last year.


There was an increase of 21.34 per cent (83 per cent in cases of women and 162 per cent in children) in the killings and accidental deaths of citizens of Karachi during the first half of 2009 (deaths in road accidents not included).
According to the report, 98 people were killed due to personal enmity while last year the number stood at 76.
Seventy people were killed during robberies while last year 85 such deaths were reported.


Fifty-one persons were kidnapped and killed during the first six months of 2009 while the figures for the corresponding period in 2008 stood at 96. Fifty-one persons lost their lives in targeted killings in 2009 while last year the number was 62.


Three persons died after consuming toxic liquor in 2009. Forty-nine bodies were found while last year the number was 57. As many as 45 people were killed in different police encounters while last year the number of those killed in police encounters stood at 38.


Some 29 labourers died at work while last year the number was 26.


Twenty-five policemen were killed in the first six months of 2009 while last year 26 policemen lost their lives.
Seventeen people were killed on railway tracks while last year the number was 16.


Thirteen people fell prey to stray bullets in 2009 while last year the number of such victims was 15.


Nine persons were killed due to overdose of drugs while last year the number was four.


Eighteen persons were killed in the Lyari gang warfare while during the corresponding period last year 39 people lost their lives.


Six persons were killed by police torture while last year the number was four. Nine people died in jails while last year four such cases were reported.


Moreover, four security guards were killed while last year the number was 10. Three persons were killed in bomb blasts while last year 14 people lost their lives as a result of bomb explosions.


Eight people died due to negligence of different departments of government.


One person was killed by relatives due to love marriage in the first half of 2009 while three people were killed last year during the corresponding period.


Forty-nine people were killed in ethnic riots in the first half of 2009.


Besides, 42 women were killed by unknown persons while last year the number was 28. Twenty-three women died due to burns this year, while four women died due to burns last year during the same period. Thirty-eight women were killed by their relatives while last year the number stood at 24. Six women were killed on railway tracks.

Five women were killed during robberies while last year eight women were killed resisting robberies. Two women were killed in ethnic riots. Two women were killed in the name of honour while one woman was killed in a bomb blast.


Eighty-four children died in different incidents while last year the number was 32. Of the 84 children, two killed by train, two died in ethnic riots and two were killed in the Lyari gang warfare. One child was killed resisting a robbery bid.

(Dawn-13, 09/07/2009)

Sanitary inspector shot dead

KARACHI, July 8: A 39-year-old sanitary inspector was shot dead at the office of UC-1 in Orangi Town.


The Mominabad police said that two attackers on a motorcycle came at the office and sprayed Younus Masih with bullets at around 10.15am. They said the victim died instantly and one of his colleagues, Nawaz, was wounded.


The dead and the wounded were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where sources said the sanitary inspector had received at least 13 bullets from a close range as most of the bullets went through his body.


The police said the culprits used TT pistols in the attack. They said the victim, resident of Nusrat Nagar in Manghopir, was not associated with any political party and the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity.


The police registered a case (FIR 320/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 (pre-meditated murder), 342 (attempt to murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Sumbal Masih.

(Dawn-13, 09/07/2009)

Rs10 million robbery bid foiled

Two Bin Qasim Town constables foiled a robbery attempt and recovered Rs10 million and weapons from the fleeing suspects on Wednesday. 


SSP Javed Mehar of Bin Qasim Town said that GNM Textile Company, situated in Export Processing Zone (EPZ) in the Sukhan police limits, had delivered Rs10 million for the salaries of employees to its sister firm, ZZMK, situated a short distance away. The money was delivered late Tuesday night.


On Wednesday morning, the staff of the textile company along with the security guard, driver and cashier collected three bundles of cash from ZZMK and moved towards their head office. When they reached the gate of the company, two armed men riding a motorcycle suddenly appeared. After disarming the guard and manhandling the driver, the robbers made off with the money.


After covering a short distance the suspects boarded a car (AKG 657) where two of their accomplices were already waiting for them. The four outlaws boarded another car (VF-288) near the EPZ.


Meanwhile, the SHO Sukhan received information regarding the robbery and aired the message on Police Control, following which the police cordoned off the area at Rehri Goth.

In the meantime, two constables, Javed and Mohammed Mughal, who were patrolling on a motorcycle, spotted the car and challenged the bandits (five in number) in Baloch Para. The bandits opened indiscriminate fire and kept the car moving. The constables, however, kept chasing the suspects and finally the bandits abandoned the car on Baloch Para road and started running. They threw away the bags of cash, along with two .222 rifles and two repeaters, and slipped away in the narrow lanes of the area. Further investigations were under way.


In a separate case, 35-year-old Younus Masih, and Nawaz, were shot at in UC-2, near the Orangi Town office in the Mominabad police limits, by two armed men on a motorcycle. They were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where Younus Masih succumbed to his injuries. The deceased was a resident of Nusrat Bhutto Colony. A case was registered at the police station concerned and investigation is under way.

(The News-13, 09/07/2009)
Haqiqi activist gunned down

An activist of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) was shot dead by armed men in the Sharifabad police limits on Wednesday.The police said that 34-year-old Nadeem, son of Tanveer, was sitting in his shop in Liaquatabad No-4, when two armed men on a motorcycle turned up and opened indiscriminate fire, killing him on the spot. The deceased was an activist of the MQM-H, and a resident of H-4/300, Liaquatabad. A case was registered at the police station concerned and investigation is under way.

(The News-13, 09/07/2009)
Arms license books to be computerised in Sindh

The Sindh Home Department is about to initiate the production of computerised arms license books, which will be similar to machine readable passports, Sindh Special Home Secretary Kamran Dost told The News.


Dost said that money had been approved for this purpose in the budget for the current fiscal year, adding that this was being done to eliminate rampant corruption in the department. In his opinion, the new system would also increase the revenue of the department, as at later stages, arms license books could be registered online. 


Replying to a question, he said that besides the computerised registration of books, the Home Department was also seeking the help of National Database Registration Authority (NADRA) to maintain all records of arms license branch. At present all record is maintained through manually. According to him, a computer department is being established and staff is being trained with the help of NADRA officials. 


Dost added that the move would also help in minimising “the immense pressure on the Home Department” for issuance of new arms licenses. On the contrary, a survey of the Sindh Home department conducted by The News found that no such department had been established as yet that could ascertain any plans for the computerisation of arms license.


According to sources, the new system is being brought in place to remove corruption, although many more meetings will be held before a final decision is taken. Sources also said that NADRA officials are ready to facilitate the Home Department, but will also have to undertake a detailed survey for the new system to work without any hurdles. 


However, Home Department officials fear that renewing license fees and supplying data electronically may cause problems for people in rural areas, and such impediments must be removed before any records are computerised.


Sources said that normally it takes two months to issue an arms license in Karachi. When the license is issued, the Home Department then checks for fake licenses. Currently, applying for an arms license is free of cost, but once the records are kept electronically, there will be an official fee of Rs 4,000 to be submitted to the office of the District Coordination Officer (DCO) of Karachi.


Thousands of applicants approach the Home Department everyday to obtain arms licenses, out of which many return frustrated. Even though weapons are licensed by the Home Department, special permission is still required to be allowed to carry them. This was not the case before the Nishtar Park bombing on April 11, 2006. 


Despite this, many influential people affiliated to political parties openly display sophisticated weapons without suffering legal consequences. Private security guards, for example, have also been observed displaying dangerous weapons like Kalashnikovs and even firing on some occasions.


Official sources claim that the government has fixed the amount of arms licenses certain officials can issue. The For instance, the Sindh Home minister can issue 366 licenses for pistols, seven for revolvers, 24 for rifles, and 105 for shotguns. Similarly, the Home secretary can issue 896 licenses for pistols, 20 for revolvers, 99 for rifles, and 304 for shotguns. The DCO Karachi can issue 819 licenses for revolvers and/or pistols, 27 for rifles, and 129 for shotguns. However the chief minister can issue an arms license at any time according to his discretion. A total of 2,796 non-prohibited bore arms licenses were issued this year from January to June.


Moreover, NADRA has also started the registration process, but officials from the Home department claim that NADRA has first to prepare a software, after which the Home department will provide all records.

(The News-19, 09/07/2009)
CDGK employee, MQM-H man killed


KARACHI: A City District Government Karachi (CDGK) employee and a Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) worker were gunned down in separate incidents of target killing on Wednesday. 

As per details, Younus Masih, 45, son of Khushi Masih was a CDGK sanitary inspector. He was shot while he stood outside the office of UC No 1 within the jurisdiction of Mominabad police station. Nawaz, 44, a visitor to the UC office also sustained injuries. 


The deceased was said to be a resident of Nusrat Nagar, Manghopir. Police have registered an FIR behalf of the victim’s brother named Sambal against unknown culprits. 


SHO Shabbir Awan said that two armed men on a motorbike came and opened indiscriminate fire on Younus. “He received at least 12 bullets in his body and died on the spot. A 9mm pistol was used in the assassination,” the officer said, adding that the culprits managed to flee. SHO Awan denied the deceased’s affiliation with any political party and suspected that an old enmity might be the reason behind the killing. Younus and Nawaz were shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) where doctors have termed the latter’s condition to be critical. 


MQM-H man gunned down: Nadeem, 32, son of Nazir was gunned down at a furniture market in Liaquatabad No 4 within the limits of Sharifabad police station.


Police officials said that the incident happened when the victim was sitting outside his house and two culprits riding a motorcycle came and fled after shooting him. A 9 mm pistol was used in the incident, police officials added. Nadeem’s body was sent to ASH for legal formalities. An FIR was registered on behalf of deceased’s brother Saleem against unknown persons. MQM-H (Amir Khan Group) Information Secretary Feroz Haider said the victim had been a former member of MQM-H and was associated with Unit 162, Liaquatabad. However, Haider added that the deceased had tendered an apology to a rival party and was allowed to live in the area.


Girl dies in road mishap: Kainat, 18, daughter of Javed died when a speeding vehicle hit her in Sector 34/A, Taiser Town, within the limits of Surjani police station. Her body was taken to ASH for legal formalities. Police officials said the deceased was a resident of Sector 36/E, Lyari Express Way and was crossing the road, when a speeding passenger bus hit her. The bus driver, Nawaz, was arrested and a case has been registered. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 09/07/2009)

Newspaper clippings compiled by HRCP reveal appalling statistics:
Killings up by 21.34 percent in city


KARACHI: The cases of people being killed in ethnic riots, road accidents and honour killings have risen by 21.34 percent in the first six months of 2009, as compared to the same period in 2008.
Statistics based on newspaper clippings, compiled by the Human Right Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) Sindh Chapter, revealed that the killings of women have gone up by 83 percent, while in the children’s case, the numbers have increased by an alarming 162 percent.

About 119 women and 84 children were reportedly killed in different incidents.


Another interesting disclosure was that 100 political activists were killed in the said period, whereas it was 74 in the first six months of 2008.


As many as 98 people were killed over personal enmity, 70 killed during robbery, 51 kidnapped and killed, 51 lost their lives in target killing, three died of toxic wine and 49 bodies were found.


The number of people killed in police encounters has also increased, 45 were killed in this fashion, and last year it was 38.

In other cases, 29 labourers died at work, 25 policemen were killed, 17 were killed on a railway track, 13 were killed due to stray bullets and nine persons died due to overdose of drugs.


The number of the people killed in Lyari gang war has reduced to 18, while last year it was 39. 
The number of the women who died after receiving serious burn injuries has increased to 23, while last year it was four.


The North Karachi fire incident was the biggest mishap of the city in the first six months of the year, in which 20 children, 12 women and 10 men died.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 09/07/2009)

Three-year-old girl’s murder case transferred to ATC

KARACHI, July 9: A judicial magistrate on Thursday transferred the kidnap-cum-murder case of a three-year-old girl to an anti-terrorism court.


Police constables Bashir Ahmed and Noor Mohammad allegedly kidnapped Sana on July 3 when she was playing with her friends near her home in Korangi, killed her and dumped the body into a manhole near the FTC building.

 

The prosecution said the body was recovered on a lead given by the suspects.


Adviser to the Sindh chief minister Sharmila Farooqui had filed the transfer application and the court had earlier reserved its order on the application for July 9.


When the matter came up for hearing before the judicial magistrate (east), Malik Akhtar Hussain, on Thursday, prosecutor-general of Sindh Shahadat Awan submitted an application in the court stating that after a thorough examination of the prosecution papers, he had concluded that the case fell within the purview of the Anti-Terrorism Act.


He added that he had directed the investigation officer to insert [in the FIR] Section 6 (b) punishable under Section 7 of the ATA, and requested the court to transfer the case to an anti-terrorism court.


The judicial magistrate allowed the request and transferred the remand papers and other documents of the case to the administrative judge of the ATCs.


A case (FIR 331/2009) was registered against the suspects under Sections 364 (kidnapping or abducting in order to murder), 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s uncle, Abdul Hashim, at the Zaman Town police station. The investigation officer will produce the suspects before the administrative judge of the anti-terrorism courts in Karachi for remand on Friday.

 

Fake travel papers
A judicial magistrate of Malir remanded on Thursday five suspects in jail custody for travelling on fake documents till July 18.


Noman Ali, Zaheer Hussain, Ameer Habib, Sher Muhammad and Shahnawaz were arrested by Federal Investigation Agency officials on the night of June 30 on their arrival at the Karachi airport from Saudi Arabia as the former allegedly did not have proper travel documents. Later, records of the suspects were traced and their travel documents were found to be fake.


The prosecution said the images of the suspects’ national identify cards were collected from the National Database and Registration Authority which were found legal and they were the residents of different districts of Punjab, adding that the boarding cards issued to all the suspects, except Shahnawaz, were in assumed names. The photocopies of emergency passports revealed that the names and parentages were different and that the emergency passports of the suspects allegedly issued by the consulate-general of Pakistan in Jeddah were forged, it added.


The prosecution added that during the interrogations the suspects disclosed that the emergency passports were provided to them by Pakistani agents based in Saudi Arabia to enable them to return home and to save them from legal action and future blacklisting in Saudi Arabia.


On the directions of the agents, the suspects had destroyed their emergency passports during the flight from Madina to Karachi, it concluded. Shahnawaz was charged with unlawful emigration.


Two cases were registered against the suspects under Sections 419, 420, 468, 471 and 109 of the Pakistan Penal Code and Section 17 of the Emigration Ordinance, 1979 at the FIA anti-human trafficking circle in Karachi.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-13, 10/07/2009)

Muttahida councillor gunned down

KARACHI, July 9: A general councillor, belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, was gunned down in an attack on Thursday night in New Karachi, witnesses and police said.


They said that the victim, Sher Mohammed, alias Sheru, 40, a general councillor of UC-6, New Karachi, was sitting at his small roadside restaurant, Café Qureshi, in Sector 11-D when at around 8.30pm two attackers on a motorcycle came there and sprayed him with bullets.


The witnesses said the victim, who received multiple bullets, died instantly as the two attackers rode away after their swift operation.


They said that the attacker riding pillion was armed with an AK-47 (Kalashnikov) rifle and the other with a pistol.
The area SHO, Inspector Qamar Zeb Satti, said that the police secured two spent casings of a Kalashnikov rifle and one of a TT pistol from the crime-scene.


The body was moved to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital amid growing tension and panic in the vicinity.
Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim, the father of four, received five bullets in his chest, abdomen, back and left arm.


The police said that no case was registered till late as the victim’s family and relatives were still busy in the funeral.

 

Policeman shot dead
A 35-year-old policeman was shot dead in a pre-dawn attack near his house in Chakiwara, witnesses and police said.


They said the victim, Head Constable Mohammed Zaman Awan, son of Sher Mohammed Awan, a resident of Raangiwara No 5, was standing near his house at around 2.30am when two attackers on a motorcycle came there and opened fire on him.


The witnesses said that the victim, the father of four, received multiple bullets and died on the spot. The police said that the victim was posted in the investigation branch of the Jackson police station.


They said that the head constable also remained posted in different police stations in mafia-infested Lyari and he was also instrumental in an operation against the gangsters in the vicinity.


The Chakiwara police moved the body to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination.


Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim received five bullets, two to the head and one each in the neck, abdomen and leg. They said that the victim was shot from a very close range as all the bullets went through the body.

The Chakiwara police said that the attackers used TT pistol in the killing.

They said that the policeman was believed to have been targeted by the gangsters.

The police registered a case (FIR 239/2009) against unidentified culprits under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s father.

Woman shot dead

A 30-year-old woman, the mother of two, was shot dead in her house at Ittehad Town in Baldia Town.


The Mochkoh police said that the victim’s brother, Sameen Ullah Khan, lodged a case (FIR 208/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC.


They said that the complainant reported to the police that he went to the house of his sister, Fatkorni, wife of Naeem Khan, in the morning and she at around 7.30am sent him to bring parathay from a nearby restaurant and her husband to bring milk. The complainant stated that he found his sister shot dead when he returned.


The police said that they received the information about the killing of the woman, the mother of a three-year-old son and a six-month daughter, from the medico-legal section of the Civil Hospital where the body was shifted by the victim’s family.
Hospital sources said that the victim was shot a single bullet to her head from a very close range. They said that the bullet went through the victim’s skull. They said that initial findings of the post-mortem examination showed that the victim woman had been shot dead some time around 2am.


The police said that the victim’s family, who hailed from Matta, NWFP, was busy in funeral and the police would initiate a probe into the murder after the burial.

They said that the police had found a spent casing of TT pistol from the crime-scene.

(Dawn-13, 10/07/2009)

MQM councillor gunned down, Haqiqi activists attacked

A Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) councillor from Union Council (UC)-6, New Karachi Town, was gunned down while he was having a cup of tea with his friends in Sector 11-D, New Karachi.


The duty officer at the New Karachi Police Station, Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Bajwa, said that the victim was targeted by men on motorcycles and he sustained multiple bullet wounds.

The deceased, identified as Sher Muhammad alias Shero, son of Kalu Khan, was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) in an injured condition but could not survive despite all efforts by the doctors, ASI Bajwa said.


Soon after the incident, shops in the area were closed and roads became deserted in fear of more violence while a large number of MQM workers and leaders reached the spot.


In another incident, three supporters of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H), including a suspended policeman, were injured when men in a car bearing government number plates shot at them in F.B Area Block-17 in the limits of the Gulberg police station.


Eyewitnesses said that when the armed men targeted three friends, Atif, Muhammad Ali and Asif alias Sonny, the three men also retaliated with their own guns, injuring an attacker, who managed to flee from the scene.

The three injured men were shifted to a nearby private hospital where doctors declared them out of danger.

(The News-13, 10/07/2009)
Political violence poses grave threat to security situation

While armed robberies are continuing to blight security efforts in the city, the more alarming situation pertains to the spate of target killings of political activists, especially those belonging to Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM-H) in Karachi. 


In the past two months, several senior and young members of the party were shot dead. A senior officer, on condition of anonymity, said that the spate of target killing of political activists was damaging the environment of the city, and could even initiate a wave of more widespread violence if such instances were not curbed. 


According to the officer, various police establishments receive intelligence reports on a daily basis, and when they receive information regarding the expected targeting of an an activist of a political group, they immediately forward the information to that particular person and urge him to leave the area. He said that in such type situations, there might be a third party leaking intelligence reports to criminals, who then trace the persons’ hiding place.


Regardless, law-and-order situations have been witnessed in different parts of the city in the recent past, with offices of political groups being torched. Awami National Party (ANP) has been worst hit, with a number of cases registered against such acts. Syed Sajid Shah, a resident of Umar Colony and an activist of ANP, registered a complaint at the Ferozeabad police station, claiming that he was cleaning the ANP Ward office when accused Ghufran, Irfan and others came and opened indiscriminate firing at the office. He sustained a bullet wound on his leg, while the criminals fled.


Another complaint was registered by ANP activist Shah Zaman, a resident of Quaid-i-Azam Colony, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, at the Mobina Town police station. Zaman claimed that he was present at party’s unit office with other workers of on June 6, 2009, when accused persons belonging to their rival group, identified as Unit Incharge Shahid Abbas, Haris, Mustafa, Younus Odh and four other men came and opened fire at them. He said that they immediately saved themselves by running towards a narrow street and informed the local police about this incident. He added that accused persons burnt their office, torched office records, documents, party flags, pictures of leaders and Rs40,000. The police have lodged an FIR against the above nominated accused, but no arrests have been made in this regard.


In Aziz Bhatti police station, ASI Saeed Ahmed registered an FIR against activists of a political group for attacking the police. Ahmed said that he was posted at Mohafiz Force, Hasan Square Headquarter. On June 6, 2009, when he was returning to work along with three of his colleagues, some 20 to 25 youngsters belonging to a political group attacked their vehicle.


Several other cases of firing and robbery have been filed at various police stations of the city. Now it is up to the concerned authorities to adopt concrete measures to restore the peace of Karachi.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 10/07/2009)
ST men held for political, sectarian violence


KARACHI: The Special Investigation Unit (SIU) of the Sindh police has arrested a sector in-charge of the Sunni Tehreek (ST) along with his accomplices for alleged involvement in various cases of criminal activities including sectarian and political violence.


The arrested man was identified Furqan Qadri. He was arrested, along with his companion Adil Qadri, after an encounter took place in the New Karachi area, between Wednesday and Thursday night. 


SIU chief SSP Raja Umar Khattab told the media that Furqan was wanted in various cases of crime including murder, attempt to murder, extortions and others. “He is the sector in-charge of ST, Sector 5/E, PS-99, New Karachi,” the SSP said.


The SIU team also conducted a raid in the Eidgah area on June 30 to arrest him, but he and his associates managed to flee under the cover of firing, the SSP said. 


The officer also claim to have recovered one kalashnikov, five TT pistols, four repeater guns, two 7mm rifles and one stolen car while also a large quantity of bullets, some from his possession and the rest when he pointed out their location. 


Khattab further said after the preliminary questioning, the culprit revealed that in 2003, he killed an Ahmedi man along with his friend in North Karachi. In 2004, he and his accomplices created panic in North Karachi when ST leader Maulana Qari Abdul Wali Jan was wounded in a murderous attacked by unidentified culprits.

In 2006, he extorted money from a man who used to sell goats. The FIR was also registered in this regard and his accomplice was arrested. 


In 2007, he and his accomplices were accused of destroying a bus and then setting it alight at Two-Minute Chowrangi. 


In 2008, he and his accomplices killed an MQM activist Danish alias Danish Kala in Sector 5-J, New Karachi. 


In the same year, he shot dead another MQM activist named Liaquat Ali, son of Shujatuddin in Sector 5-M, near Imam Bargah Kala School. Two Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi workers named Kashif and Majid abetted him in this act. 


In 2009, he killed an Ahl-e-Hadees’ cleric named Maulana Pakori in Sector 5-E, New Karachi. In the same year, he killed Dr Moosa who belonged to a different sect at his clinic at Sector 11-F, New Karachi. He also killed Nadeem alias Aaro and Saqib, who were said to be activists of the MQM at Sector 5-E , New Karachi.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 10/07/2009)

MQM councillor shot dead

KARACHI: An MQM councillor was shot dead on Thursday by unidentified assailants. Sharif alias Shair Muhammad, 45, councillor of UC-5, Haq Parast Panel, was gunned down at a tea shop located in sector 11-D New Karachi by two men on a motorbike. He was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead. 


In another incident, an alleged bandit was beaten to death by residents of the area, within the limits of Mominabad police station.


Police said the victim, Naeem alias Aslam, received serious injuries before the police arrived and took him to the hospital, where he died during treatment.


The police said the victim was in the area to commit a robbery, when he was caught by the area people and beaten up. 


Unidentified culprits shot a policeman dead when he was on his way home, within the limits of Chakiwara police station, on Thursday.


Police said that Zaman, 30, s/o Sher Ahmed, was deployed at Jackson police station, and used to live in the Chakiwara area.


Two unknown men riding a motorbike fired at him and managed to escape. He was taken to the hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead.


The police termed the incident as a case of target killing and registered an FIR.


Similarly, a young man was gunned down within the limits of Mominabad police limits. 


Naveed alias Sunny, 22, a resident of sector 4-B, was intercepted by unknown men, who were on a motorbike, and was shot. 


The culprits managed to flee while Naveed succumbed to his injuries on the way to the hospital. The police have been unable to ascertain the motive behind the murder and registered an FIR against the unknown assailants.


A woman was gunned down in Ittehad Town within the limits of Mochko police station. The victim, identified as Khaskorni, 35, w/o Naeem, hailed from NWFP and was the mother of a three-year-old girl and a one-year-old boy.


The police said that the incident took place at her house situated near Makki Mosque in Ittehad Town, Baldia.


During the initial course of investigation, the police discovered that the deceased’s husband and in-laws used to beat her up almost every day. The police registered an FIR against unknown culprits on the complaint of the Sameeullah, the deceased’s brother. The police suspect that both the complainant and the deceased’s husband could be involved in the murder because both of them were at home when she was murdered and informed the police after a few hours had passed.

(DailyTimes-B1, 10/07/2009)

Another Haqiqi man gunned down

KARACHI, July 10: A 35-year-old worker of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) was gunned down on Friday in Liaquatabad, police and witnesses said. 


The Sharifabad police said that the victim, Mohammed Aamir, son of Abdur Rasheed, was a resident of Liaquatabad No. 4, and he was shot dead near a furniture market by two unidentified attackers on a motorcycle at around 7.45pm. 


A spokesman for the MQM Haqiqi, Feroze Haider, told Dawn that the victim, the father of two, was a party worker who had been living in Lahore for a long time. “He was going to visit his family when he was targeted near his house,” he added. 

He said that the victim, a Suzuki pickup driver by profession, lived close to the house of Aamir Khan, the chief of his own faction of the MQM Haqiqi. 


The police said that the victim received two bullets in his chest and skull from a close range. 

They said that no case was registered till late as the medico-legal proceedings were still being conducted. 

Young man shot dead 

A 30-year-old man was shot dead in the small hours of Friday morning at PMT Society, Korangi, witnesses and police said. 


The witnesses said that the victim, Syed Ehsaan Ali, son of Syed Tawangar Ali, was playing carom at a club near Madina General Store when at around 2.30am two unidentified attackers came there on a motorcycle and the pillion rider shot him in his head from a point blank range. 

They said the victim, a city government employee in Landhi Town, died on the spot as the attackers rode away after their swift operation. 


The body was later moved to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where medico-legal sources said that the victim was shot a single bullet to the head. They said that the bullet hit the temple and exited from the back of the head, blowing off the skull. 


The police said that it could not immediately be ascertained if the victim was affiliated with a political or religious party. They suspected a personal enmity behind the killing of the young man. 

They said that a case (FIR No. 592/2009) was registered against unidentified assailants under Sections 302 (pre-meditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Syed Furqan Ali.

(Dawn-13, 11/07/2009)

CPLC to launch new database in Central Jail Karachi

The Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) has recently introduced a jail up gradation project called Prison Management Information System which will manage the records and history of those imprisoned in local jails, The News has learnt. 


CPLC Chief Sharfuddin Memon said that CPLC is planning to upgrade other prisons in Sindh phase-wise, thereby providing law enforcement agencies with a comprehensive record of a suspect or convict, which would help them with investigations.


The Prison Management Information System (PMIS) was initially developed by the CPLC in 2001, under which a jail information system was developed. This was been implemented and computerised to integrate all functions of Sindh jail at all levels. The PMIS software is the latest and state-of-the-art information technology available to help the management, at all levels, including planning, critical analysis, monitoring, decision-making and execution of day-to-day operation. 


The requirements of the prison department were reanalysed after the implementation of the PMIS system. Subsequently, the new automated fingerprint identification system (AFIS)-based integrated software was developed with different modules set to perform particular functions, including profile of inmates, prisoner information, prisoner property, prisoner medical information, prisoner enrolment (capturing of fingerprint & image), crime detail, court history, remission system, release diary, search engine, prisoner identification / verification, visitor monitoring – access control system, user privileges, data import export module and dial up module. 


Due to the lack of such a system, convicts would often be released earlier than their stipulated term with the help of false names and release orders. 


A senior officer, on the condition of anonymity, told The News that the government is interested in adopting newer technologies to help coordinate investigations and share intelligence, thereby addressing long-standing issues of security. There are also suggestions that the scope of this system would soon be broadened to turn it into a country-wide database.


In Sindh, over 3,000 inmates are confined in 21 jails of the province, out of which two-thirds are under trail. Sources said that information about these inmates would not only be computerised, but access to this data would be provided to the judiciary, thereby reducing the number of adjournments granted by judges and magistrates. It is also expected that email links to defence lawyers would expedite advance disclosures and reduce the number of adjournments granted.


Since fingerprints are viewed as the most reliable method of establishing identification, AFIS will be a constituent part of the new system, and access to this would be made available to custody and investigation units where timely identification is critical. The availability of standard-based wide-area network means that all AFISs can be linked together, providing on-line access to all fingerprints stored in the database. 


The police officer informed The News that the software would compile the complete record of an inmate, making it difficult for him to be released on a false identity. 


The system would also curtail the escapes from courts, as jail police would have complete information of the escapees enabling them to catch the suspects easily. 


The system would also help increase court production of prisoners, and maintain a record of the prisoner’s appearances in court. The system would also maintain records of a prisoner’s jail meetings along with their medical history.


The police officer said that often, release orders are issued for inmates after they complete their terms or are even exonerated, but jail staff demand a handsome bribe to release them. If the inmate fails to deliver the amount, then their release is further delayed and the matter turns into one of illegal detention.


Through this system, however, whenever the court issues release orders, the information would come on record and instances of corruption would be reduced. Similarly, a record of items which the inmate was carrying when he was lodged in jail would also be maintained, and these items would be returned to the inmate on his release.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-20, 11/07/2009)
MQM-H man killed

KARACHI: A Suzuki driver, who was associated with the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H), was gunned down on Friday evening. 


The incident took place in Liaquatabad no 4, within the limits of Sharifabad police station where two culprits on a motorbike fled after shooting 35-year-old Amir, son of Rasheed. The body was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities. He was a resident of the area, where the incident took place. MQM-H (Amir Khan Group) Executive Committee Member Kamran Rizvi said that the deceased was their party worker and associated with Unit 163, Malir. He had gone in hiding after a crackdown started against the party. “He was killed when he came to visit his house from Lahore,” Rizvi said. “Seventy three of our workers have been killed since June and nobody is doing anything to stop the murders of our workers.” No case was registered till the time this report was filed. 


Alleged bandit killed in encounter: An alleged dacoit was killed and his companion injured and arrested, following an encounter on Friday. The deceased man was identified as Naeem Baloch, 42, while his injured associate as Munir Ahmed, 40. Both the men were residents of Sachal Goth. 


DSP Salman Hussain said that the encounter took place in Khayaban-e-Jami within the limits of Gizri police station when a police squad on routine patrol tried to intercept their car, which they had snatched from within Gizri police limits in 2008. 


The culprits opened fire on the police, in retaliation, the police also fired at them. Both men received multiple bullets wounds and were taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where Naeem succumbed to his injuries. DSP Hussain further said that Clifton Town police wanted the culprits for a number of street crimes. Police have recovered two TT pistols, the car they were travelling in and another car, which was found after the injured culprit told its location. The second car was snatched from the Gulistan-e-Jauhar area in 2007. The case has been registered and further investigation is underway, the official added. 


Revenue officer shot dead: A revenue officer of Landhi Town, City District Government Karachi (CDGK) was shot dead late on Thursday night while he was standing outside a snooker club located near his residence in P&T Society, within the limits of Korangi Industrial Area police station. SHO Abdi Tanoli said that two men came on a motorbike, wearing a veil, targeted Ahsan Ali Shah, 35, opened a single fire on him and fled. He was shot in the head and died on the spot. His body was taken to JPMC from where his family took it away after legal formalities were completed. The deceased’s brother, Syed Irfan, told Daily Times that his brother used to work as a revenue officer in Landhi Town and was not affiliated with any party. The motive behind the incident is yet to be ascertained. Police have registered an FIR No 292/09 on behalf of Irfan against unknown persons.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/07/2009)

CID sleuth found shot dead

KARACHI, July 11: An inspector of the Crime Investigation Department was found shot dead on Saturday morning in his official car near a park in Kharadar, witnesses and police said. 


They said that the victim, Inspector Nasir Khan, 45, son of Zahir Khan, was believed to have been killed by Lyari gangsters as he had been instrumental in operations against them. 


The police said that the body of the CID officer was placed in the rear seat of his Suzuki Mehran car (SP-0491) that was found abandoned near the Allah Wala Park at around 8.50am. 


The body was moved to the Civil Hospital Karachi where sources said that the man was shot once to his head from point-blank range as the bullet pierced his skull. They said that the victim had been killed at least 15 hours before his body was brought to the facility for a post-mortem examination. 


The police said that the victim had lived at Gabol Town in Lyari for a long time before he moved to a police quarter in Garden police lines some two years back. They said that the victim’s mother was still living in Lyari. 


CID officials said that Inspector Khan had left his house on Friday morning and he had been missing since then. 

The police said that no case was registered till late due to the funeral of the slain police officer. 


Young man commits suicide 

A 27-year-old man committed suicide by throwing himself in front of a goods train near Mauripur. 


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi where the victim was identified as Riaz Khan, son of Mohammed Khan, hailing from Kohistan. 


Quoting the engine driver, the railway police said that the victim was walking along the tracks and he threw himself in front of the train abruptly to kill himself. 


The police quoted the victim’s family as saying that the young man was distressed on account of unemployment. 


Meanwhile, the body of a drowned man was found on the beach in the remit of the Boat Basin police. 

The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. Hospital sources said that the victim, clad in a shalwar-qamees, died due to drowning. 


The police said that the victim remained unidentified and his body was kept at the Edhi morgue for want of identification. 

The police said that the victim appeared to be in his late 20s and was believed to have drowned while bathing in the sea.

(Dawn-13, 12/07/2009)

CID officer tortured to death

Unidentified armed men kidnapped an officer of the Sindh Criminal Investigation Department (CID), and after brutally torturing him to death, abandoned his body in Kharadar police limits. 


According to the police, 40-year-old Inspector Nasir Khan left his office on late Friday night, telling his staff that he was going to Kalakot area in Lyari to drop his friend Khalil, but he went missing and his cellphone was found switched off. Upon inquiry, it was discovered that even Khalil did not reach home, confirming that both men were indeed kidnapped. 


Police said that the criminals brutally tortured Inspector Khan, and the examination of his body revealed that he was also hung by the criminals. After killing Khan, the criminals put his body in his car and abandoned the vehicle near Hafiz Sweets in Kharadar. However, Khalil’s whereabouts remain unknown.


Inspector Khan had been serving in Sindh CID for the past seven years, and he had been attached with SSP Mohammed Fayyaz Khan for some time. He played a vital role in busting various terrorist networks, including Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, as well as that of Lyari gangster Arshad Papu. One of his achievements was the arrest of wanted LJ terrorist Usman Kurd who later escaped from the Balochistan Police custody. He also busted the network of Arshad Papu group and became a complainant in more than six cases lodged against the gangster. His prowess was also utilised in the Daniel Pearl murder case investigations.


The deceased was a resident of Garden Police Headquarters and was deputed at CID Operations. He has left behind two daughters of 10 and seven years, and a son of four years. 


His funeral prayers were offered at Garden Police Headquarters which were attended by senior officers of Sindh Police, including Provincial Police Officer Sindh Babar Khattak who announced a compensation of Rs2 million, promoted the deceased to the rank of DSP, and allowed Inspector Khan’s family to reside in the police quarters till 60 years, besides recruiting his son in the Police Department. 


It may be mentioned here that a number of CID Sindh officers, who took active part in anti-terrorist operations, had been killed during the past several years, including Aleem, Waseem, Haji Sajjad, Rao Akhtar and Mehmoodul Hassan.


Incidents: Eight-year-old Bibi Gul died under mysterious circumstances in Gulshan-e-Maymar police limits. 


Gulshan-i-Maymar SHO Amanullah Marwat said that they received information that a family was burying a minor girl in a house situated in the Afghan Camp area who had died under mysterious circumstances. A patrolling mobile rushed to the area, shifted the body to a hospital and arrested the family members. During investigation, it was found that Abdul Shakoor, father of Gul, had sold his daughter to Khan Jan. Jan got Gul married to his 11-year-old son Jannat Gul.


On Friday night Gul felt pain in her stomach. However, the family could not take her to the hospital due to the rain, and on Saturday morning she was found dead. Investigation is underway. 


In a separate case, 27-year-old Dr Amir Mehmood was found dead in his flat situated in Sharea Faisal police limits. The police said that Mehmood was a physiotherapist in the Aga Khan Hospital. He was recovered by the police after his friends reached his apartment to discover an odour emanating from the flat.


Police said that his arm was burnt, and it seemed as if he was trying to fix a cable wire when he got electrocuted. The deceased was a permanent resident of Attock. A case was reported and investigation is underway. 


MISHAPS: Khalid, son of Zahid Khan, a conductor of the Muslim Coach died when a speeding coach overturned near Malir Jail on the National Highway. 


In another case, the corpse of an unidentified man was found from the sea in Boat Basin police limits. 


In a separate case, 18-year-old Fayyaz, a labourer by profession, fell to his death in Khwaja Ajmir Nagri police limits while he was working at an under-construction building. The deceased was the resident of Nusrat Bhutto Colony. 


In yet another case, Mohammed Riaz committed suicide on the rail track in Drigh Road police limits. 


Police said that they found a letter written in which he had written that he was not paid his salary for the past four months and was ending his life. The deceased was a resident of Shamsi Society, Malir. A case has been reported at the police station. 


Meanwhile, 11-year-old Zeeshan son of Afzal was electrocuted when he touched the wall of his house. A case has been reported in Gulshan-i-Ghazi, Baldia. 

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-14, 12/07/2009)
Cop arrested for selling fake licences

A police constable (PC) was arrested on Saturday on charges of providing fake driving licences from the Clifton branch of the Driving Licence Centre.


According to the First Information Report (FIR) no 236/09 of the Clifton Police Station, PC Niaz Hussain, took Rs3,500 from Mohsin Ahmed Lodhi, a resident of New Karachi, on the pretext of getting him a valid driving licence. Lodhi handed the money, two photographs, copies of Computerised National Identity Card (CNIC) and the learners’ licence. Two days later, Hussain gave Lodhi his driving licence.

A few days ago when Lodhi came over to the Clifton Branch of Driving Licence, he learnt that his driving licence, bearing the number CLA – 1374110, was fake. This was not an isolated case, with another driving licence bearing number CLA – 1373226 belonging to Muhammad Hashim, an employee of Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Taufiq Khan, was also forged.


Lodhi, a resident of quarter B-469, near Sector 11-A, New Karachi Industrial Zone, North Karachi, told The News that his friend Salman, son of DSP Khan – New Karachi Police Station, had promised to have the driving licence made for a fee of Rs3,500 via a former gunman of the DSP. This gunman, PC Hussain, had been transferred to the Traffic Police and was requested to use his links.


Salman in turn was told that an authentic product would be supplied. The requirements would be the fee of Rs3500 along with two photographs and copies of the learners’ licence and the CNIC. Lodhi said that he felt that the photograph would have to be snapped at the centre but was assured by Salman that this would not be necessary as the PC would take care of everything. Even Lodhi’s father, Shakoor Ahmed Lodhi agreed. The licence was delivered after a span of three days.


However, after receiving the licence, Lodhi’s brother-in-law termed it fake and asked him not to carry it on him. Lodhi returned the licence to Salman, two months after receiving the licence, and told him to return his money. Salman kept the licence.


On July 9, Lodhi and Salman visited the Clifton Branch of the Driving Licence Centre to verify their licence, where their fears were confirmed. 


They then enquired how they could initiate action against the PC. A female officer, Mrs Khan, at the centre wrote out an application and internal proceedings started.


Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Muhammad Malik, Head of the Karachi branches of Driving Licence and Motor Vehicle Inspection, revealed that the PC was posted on one of the new patrolling cars, Patrol 5 and was apprehended near the Agha Super Market in Clifton by his special team established to combat forgery. 


The PC has been booked under sections 420, 468 and 471. The FIR was cut on the same day when the case was reported and the arrest was made on the same day.


Earlier this week three persons were arrested for selling fake driving licences, recovering Rs5000 and a fake driving licence. 


SSP Malik revealed that the efforts to capture culprits involved in the business of selling fake driving licences had been stepped up and there were imminent arrests of a further two cops in this regard to be made. Meanwhile, PC Hussain has been given in for a seven-day remand.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-14, 12/07/2009)

CID official found dead after kidnap

KARACHI: A senior inspector of the Crime Investigation Department (CID), Nasir Khan Baloch, was found dead after he was kidnapped.


Police officials suspect that Lyari’s prominent gangster Rehman Dakait might be behind the murder. 
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As per details, 44-year-old Inspector Nasir Khan Baloch, son of Zard Khan, was found dead from his official Suzuki Alto car bearing registration number SP-0491 in the early hours of Saturday near Hafiz Sweets, within the limits of Kharadar police station. 


The deceased was a senior police official who had joined the police in March 10, 1990 as an Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI). Then after being posted to various places, he was posted to CID police in 1993. 


Baloch was an active member of CID SSP Fayyaz Khan’s team and had also played a vital role in all high profile cases of sectarian terrorism and the Lyari gang war. 


On Saturday around 12:05 am, he went to Lyari for official work and was reported missing soon after. Later, on the information from the people of the area, the Kharadar police, found Baloch’s body from his car. Police shifted the body to Civil Hospital, Karachi for legal formalities. According to doctors, he succumbed to his injuries shortly after being shot. 


A senior official informed Daily Times that the deceased was currently working on various cases, some related to the Lyari gangsters, and it believed that Rehman Dakait would is behind his kidnapping and murder. 


Talking to Daily Times CID SSP Fayyaz Khan said that the culprits kidnapped the deceased first and took him to an unknown place where they shot him once. “Initially, they tortured him severely and then shot at his face using a small weapon,” said SSP Khan. “The culprits then fled after keeping his body in the back seat of his car.”


Talking about Baloch’s career, SSP Khan said that the deceased had played a vital role in the arrest of Usman Kurd, a senior leader and mastermind of the banned religious outfit Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LJ), who was arrested in 1994. Baloch was also involved in the probe of the foreign journalist Daniel Pearl’s murder. SSP Khan further said that Baloch was also involved in Lyari gangster Arshad Pappu’s arrest and was the complainant of the case. 


He was a resident of Kalakot, Lyari and was presently residing at the Police officers’ housing society in Garden Head Quarters after an official residence was given to him two years back. He has left behind two daughters, one son and a widow. 


Moreover, his funeral prayers were offered at the Garden police Head Quarters where many police officers and his relatives were present. Sindh Inspector General of Police (IGP) Babar Khattak announced Rs 2 million as compensation money for his family while promoting the deceased to the next rank and promising to give employment to one of his family members. An FIR was registered at the Kharadar police station against unknown persons.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 12/07/2009)

Two MQM-H men slain

KARACHI: Two more people associated with the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) were shot dead in separate target killings on Saturday. As per details, 27-year-old Mohammad Asif, son of Sami Khan, was shot dead in an incident of target killing when he was standing outside his house located in Reta Plot, Shah Faisal Colony no 3, within the limits of Shah Faisal Colony police station, with his father, when two men came riding a motorbike, opened indiscriminate fire and fled. He received three bullets and died on the spot. His body was taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for legal formalities. DSP Shafi Rind said that the deceased used to work in a carpet factory located in the area. However, police sources said that the deceased was a former activist of MQM-H, who had left the party after submitting an apology letter to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), although MQM-H (Amir Khan Group) Information Secretary Feroz Haider claimed that the deceased was affiliated with his party. No case was registered when this report was filed. Earlier, another MQM-H man, namely Mohammad Haseen, 29, son of Iftikhar, was shot dead near his residence in Malir, within the limits of Khokhrapar police station. His body was taken to JPMC. Haider said that the deceased was a former Unit Committee member and was presently associated with the MQM-H Unit 98. He said that at least 75 of his party workers have been killed since June. Moreover, an MQM worker named Sadiq, son of Jalal, who had received bullets around three days ago, succumbed to his injuries at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital on Saturday while receiving treatment. Police officials said that the victim was targeted by unknown culprits near his residence located in Gulshan-e-Hadeed, within the limits of Steel Town police station. After his death, tension prevailed in the area, as the deceased was associated with MQM’s Bin Qasim Sector.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/07/2009)

DNA profiling database will be invaluable, say experts

KARACHI, July 12: Considering the present security situation of the country, experts have suggested that a human DNA profiling database be compiled along the lines of the National Database Registration Authority’s current database.


Experts from the KRL in Islamabad and the Dr A.Q Khan Institute of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering (KIBGE), at the University of Karachi, told Dawn that to begin with DNA profiling of criminals and suspects arrested or detained by the law enforcement agencies can be done and a database of this information could be maintained. 


“The DNA profiling of suspected suicide bombers and terrorists, who are often arrested by the law enforcement agencies, can be done,” said Dr Abdul Hameed, principal scientific officer, KRL Islamabad. 


Experts say that while it may be difficult to lift fingerprints or other crime scene data from the sites of major terrorist attacks, human cells are not destroyed no matter what the scale of the destruction, and therefore they could be used as a means of identification. 


Asserting that the project would be cost effective if it was implemented on a mass scale, Dr Hameed said that DNA profiling costs about Rs10,000 at government funded institutions such as the KIBGE or the Institute of Biogenetic Engineering (IBGE), but if human DNA profiling is carried out on a mass scale on the pattern of the current NADRA database, costs would be cut substantially.


There are several tools for collection of the samples, including EDTA tubes for anti coagulant blood collection, forensic tape analysis (FTA), tape for hair and DNA impression lifting, crime torches of different wavelengths and spray chemicals including luminal and KM LMG for the detection of invisible stains of semen, saliva and blood. Biological samples also bear DNA, and could be taken from bloodied cloth, cigarette butts, pubic hair, drinking vessels, sweat, epithelial cells, urine, faeces, touch DNA etc, the expert explained. 


Citing the instance of the Samjhauta Express explosion, which occurred on February 18, 2007, killing 68 passengers, Dr Hameed said that the Indian government had obtained DNA samples from the victims. The DNA profiling helped the government to identify and verify the claimants who came forward for compensation. 


Nowadays DNA profiling is getting more popular with immigration cases and more and more foreign missions are referring cases of immigration for paternity or maternity tests in order to scientifically establish the authenticity of questioned immigration cases, he said. 


Citing the importance of DNA profiling, experts said that in the high-profile murder of the famous artist Gulgee, the suspects were identified using blood found on the victims’ clothing. Similarly, in the Mazar rape case, samples from the victim’s clothing and blood samples taken from the accused were matched. 


The co-director general of the Dr A.Q. Khan Institute of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering, Prof Abid Azhar, said that his lab entertains cases which are referred to it by the apex courts and that individuals are generally discouraged. The co-director cited his institute’s lack of resources as a primary reason for not being able to carry out DNA profiling for the victims of the October 18 twin blasts on the occasion of Benazir Bhutto’s homecoming in Karachi. 

Experts cited a serious lack of awareness about DNA profiling, pointing out that sometimes the police bring the suspect to the premises of the institute for profiling when just his or her blood sample is required. 


Traditionally, they say, fingerprints were considered a very reliable means of identifying suspects and linking them with crime scenes. These days DNA is seen as the most reliable means of identifying suspects or victims of crimes. DNA is not only more reliable but there are more chances of lifting a DNA sample than fingerprints, observed SSP Abdul Khalique Shaikh, head of the Sindh Police Forensic Division.


“Fingerprints can be lifted from particular objects, but DNA can be taken from a minute trace of blood, semen or saliva. However, DNA sampling is more sophisticated, complicated and advanced. It will require more financial resources and training,” SSP Shaikh said. 


Given the scant attention paid to forensic facilities by the government, it seems unlikely that the federal or provincial governments in Pakistan will invest in setting up a modern DNA database, the SSP regretted.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 13/07/2009)

Police officers told to curb targeted killings

KARACHI, July 12: Perturbed by the performance of his department, Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed on Sunday directed the senior officials of the Karachi police to curb the incidents of targeted killings or to face disciplinary action. 


The CCPO was speaking at an extraordinary meeting, which was attended by about 500 officers of the ranks of DIG to SHO, at the Arts Council Auditorium here. 

He told the meeting that in the given circumstances he had two options before him: either to step down from the office of the CCPO or to take on the worsening law and order situation as a challenge. 

He said that he was well aware of the fact that the police were working under constraints since terrorists involved in the targeted killings belonged to certain political parities. However, he urged the officers to perform their duties and ignore every sort of consideration which hinders their work. 


The city police chief said that additional resources, including manpower and equipment, were being given to the police in areas where most incidents of targeted killings were occurring. He directed the SHOs and the Supervisory Police Officers to come down hard on criminal elements in their respective areas; otherwise they would face disciplinary action under the relevant sections of the Police Order, 2002. Copies of the relevant sections of the Police Order 2002 were also distributed among the officers attending the meeting. 


He asked the police to treat complainants at the police stations with due respect. 


Referring to the need of increased patrolling in the city, the CCPO said that a comprehensive patrolling plan would become operational within a week. He said that patrol cars should liaise with each other so that they would be able to chase and catch any suspected vehicle when the situation arises. 


He said that last week’s incident of killing of a minor girl in Korangi and the alleged involvement of two traffic policemen in it had not only brought a bad name to the department but also damaged its image. He said that such black sheep in the department should be identified and taken to task. 


One DSP and five SHOs – of the Ferozeabad, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Taimuria, Aziz Bhatti and Sharea Faisal police stations – were also suspended by the CCPO for failing to curb crimes in their respective jurisdictions.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 13/07/2009)

STPP activists’ murder

Probe clears home minister of charges

The inquiry committee constituted to probe the FIRs lodged regarding the murder of two Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STPP) activists has cleared Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza as well as SP Gadap Town of involvement in the case. 


The committee submitted this report to the chief minister and provincial police officer Sindh, and, while clearing the home minister and SP Gadap Town, nominated SHO Gadap City, SHO Sohrab Goth, SPO Sohrab Goth and other police officers in the double murder case. In this regard, SHO Gadap City Mazhar Awan and two officers have produced themselves before the inquiry committee for investigation.


A complaint was lodged by Ramzan Qal Mati through court orders in which he stated that on June 10, 2009, his brother Barad Qal Mati, along with other activists of the Sindh Taraqqi Pasand Party (STPP), had organised a rally from various parts of Sindh against the settlement of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Karachi.


He stated that, when the rally reached Super Highway, a heavy contingent of police led by SHO Sohrab Goth Nasirul Hasan and SHO Gadap City Malik Mazhar Awan suddenly opened fire at the participants, due to which his brother, Baraad Qal Mati and others, were killed.


He alleged that the provincial home minister Zulfiqar Mirza had directed the police to stop the rally, and blamed him for the incident. The police lodged the FIR on court orders and referred the case to the investigation department.


An inquiry committee, led by DIG Investigation Karachi Ghulam Qadir Theabo, was constituted. The committee submitted its report to the authorities late on Saturday.


Sources said that the committee found that Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza had indeed issued a statement regarding the issue on May 25, but the incident in question occurred on June 10. The committee hence negated the involvement of the home minister in the killings.


The complainant had also accused SP Gadap Town Rao Anwaar Ahmed of involvement, but the committee noted that he was not present at the scene when the incident took place, while no such directions were issued on his behalf through Police Control. The committee also exonerated him.


The incident occurred between the jurisdictions of the Gadap City and Sohrab Goth police stations and SHO Nasirul Hassan of Sohrab Goth and Malik Mazhar Awan of Gadap City, along with the personnel of other police stations concerned, were present at the scene along with SPO Sohrab Goth Iftekhar Lodhi.


It was in their presence that the police exchanged fire with some men from the rally. The exact involvement of SPO Sohrab Goth Iftekhar Lodhi and SHOs Nasirul Hasan and Malik Mazhar Awan in the incident is being ascertained. In this regard, SHO Gadap City produced himself before the inquiry committee for investigation.


OFFICERS SUSPENDED: Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Karachi Waseem Ahmed, taking notice of rising crime incidents in various areas of the city, has suspended the SHOs of the Ferozabad and Azizabad police stations. He has also directed DSP Ferozabad, SHO Taimuria, SHO Shah Faisal and SHO Gulshan to report to Police Line with immediate effect.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 13/07/2009)
16 target killings in city in just 24 hours


KARACHI: Incidents of shooting and discovering dead bodies of kidnapped persons are increasing in the city once again, as at least 16 people, six of them belonging to separate political parties and two belonging to the police department, have been killed in the last 24 hours in separate incidents of target killings by unidentified gunmen. 


Despite the ban on pillion riding, increased snap checking and routine patrolling, the city police are unable to stop such incidents, which clearly shows their failure. At least eleven people including one MQM worker, one Sunni Tehreek (ST) worker and four Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) workers were killed on Sunday while five persons including three MQM-H workers were killed on Saturday.


On the other hand, one DSP and five SHOs were suspended by their high ups due to their negligence. The suspended officers include Ferozabad SHO Farooq Satti, Taimuria SHO Tahir Khan, Shah Faisal SHO Atif Shah, Aziz Bhatti SHO Imran Zaidi, Gulshan SHO Sohrab Meo and Ferozabad DSP Nisar Qaimkhani. What is interesting is that none of the target killings took place within the jurisdictions of the suspended officials.


On Sunday, two brothers who were associated with the MQM-H were shot dead in the wee hours of Sunday when unidentified motorcyclists shot at them when they were sitting at their milk shop located in Liaquatabad no 4, within the limits of Sharifabad police station. The victims were identified as Liaquat Qureshi and Shaukat Qureshi while their nephew, Adil, also sustained injuries. The deceased and the injured were shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for legal formalities. 


In New Karachi, unknown culprits dumped the body of an unidentified man at an Edhi centre. The deceased was later identified as Irfan, a worker of the MQM-H. 


While MQM-H worker Wasim was shot dead near Burnes Road within the limits of Preedy police station. The deceased was a resident of Lines Area, who used to work at a bookstall in Urdu Bazaar. 


In another incident that took place near Aleempura graveyard in Shah Faisal Colony, within the jurisdiction of Al Falah police station, an activist of the ST named Abid, 28, who was a former activist of MQM-H, was killed. 


Within the limits of Eidgah police, a MQM worker and a police head constable were shot dead when two men, riding a motorbike, opened indiscriminate firing near Timber Market, Siddiq Wahab Road. The MQM worker was identified as Yasin who was associated with Lyari’s Unit no 33 while the policeman, Arshad, was posted to the Sir Syed police station.


A man’s body was found in a sack near Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK), within the limits of Risala police station. The man was later identified as Khalil Ahmed, son of Iqbal Baloch. He was said to be a companion of CID official Nasir Khan, whose body was found from the within the limits of Kharadar police station on Sunday. It believed that Ahmed was also with Khan when the culprits kidnapped them. 


Unidentified culprits gunned down a man who was identified as Pervez near Abdullah Heights, within the limits of Gulistan-e-Jauhar police station. Police officials suspect Pervez was killed over an old enmity. 


Within Peerabad police limits, unknown culprits broke into Usman Rafiq’s house and fled after shooting him. Police officials suspect that he too was killed over an old enmity. 


An unknown man’s body was found at Korangi’s Khawaja Gharib Bus Stop. Police officials said that the culprits brutally tortured him first and then shot him. 

Moreover, on Saturday, five more people including three MQM-H workers and a CID official were killed separately in different parts of the city including Shah Faisal Colony, Khokhrapar, Model Colony and Kharadar.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 13/07/2009)

Man arrested for slaughtering two infant daughters

KARACHI, July 13: A 35-year-old man surrendered himself to the police shortly after he slaughtered his two infant daughters at his house in Landhi on Monday, witnesses and police said.


The police said that the filicide suspect, Mohammed Shahzad, son of Fateh Mohammed, reached the Landhi police station at around 11am to confess that he had slit the throats of 18-month-old Khushi Fatima and nine-month-old Saman Fatima.


The police quoted him as saying that he suspected his wife of having an extramarital affair.

They added that the police seized a kitchen knife the suspect said he had used in the double murder from the suspect’s house (No. 534) in Sector 36-D, Landhi, on the lead given by the suspect himself.


The police said that the suspect’s elder brother, Mohammed Naeem, lodged a case (FIR 171/2009) against his brother under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code.


The complainant told the police that his younger brother lived in the upper portion of their house. He said that his wife observed blood stains on Shahzad’s shirt when he left the house at around 10.30am.


The suspect’s brother said that his brother had been living with his wife at the house of his in-laws for the past one week. He said that Shahzad brought his daughters in the morning without telling his wife and he slaughtered the two infants in his room.


They quoted the suspect’s brother as saying that Shahzad married some four years ago against the consent of his family.


The police said the suspect claimed that he killed his daughters because his wife had an illicit relationship with a man. They quoted the suspect as saying that he also phoned his wife to tell her about the slaughtering of the daughters before he surrendered himself to the police.


Body found

The bullet-riddled body of a man was found at a desolate place near the Qayyumabad graveyard in the remit of the Sohrab Goth police station.


The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where the victim was identified as Noor Ali, son of Noor Ahmed, a resident of Azizabad.


Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was shot two bullets, one to his head and the other in the left arm.


The police said that the victim, the father of two, had been missing for the past one week and his family had reported his being missing to the area police. They said it could not be immediately ascertained what the victim did for a living. The police said that the victim’s family said that he earlier worked in a private security agency.


They said that the body was handed over to the victim’s elder brother, Ahmed Ali, after a post-mortem examination.


The police said that no case was registered till late as the police were still waiting for a complainant from the victim’s family.


Shot dead

A 28-year-old man was shot dead late in the night in the remit of the Sachal police station.


The police said that the victim was identified as Mujahid, son of Aslam, a resident of Feature Colony in Landhi, and his body was being shifted to hospital for a post-mortem examination.


They said that the wounds on the body suggested that the victim, who hailed from Hazara division in the NWFP, received four bullets from a close range.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 14/07/2009)

Suspected robber gunned down in shootout

KARACHI, July 13: A suspected bandit was killed and his two accomplices were wounded and arrested on Monday following a shootout with police near Haideri Market in North Nazimabad. 


The police said that three bandits, riding in a white Honda Civic car, deprived a woman, Aneesa Khatoon, of Rs30,000 at gunpoint near her house in Paposhnagar at around 1pm and fled. 


They said that the victim along with her daughter and driver had earlier got some foreign currency changed at a money-changer’s near Haideri Market and she was robbed on her way back home. 


The police said that the victim woman reported the matter to a police party who took her back to the money-changer’s outlet and showed her the recordings of the closed-circuit television installed there. 


They said that the woman saw the three suspects in their car as she, along with the policemen, came out of the money-changer’s office and the bandits tried to flee when they saw the woman pointing the police towards them. 


The police said that the fleeing dacoits opened fire on the police party who also returned fire, killing one of the suspects and wounding the other two. 

The area SHO, Minhajul Hasan, told Dawn that the police seized two AK-47 (Kalashnikov) rifles, two TT pistols, 85 rounds of AK-47, a Honda Civic car and the looted cash from the suspects. 

He said that the dead suspect was identified as Babar, a resident of Surjani Town, and the wounded suspects as Kashif, son of Abdul Aleem, hailing from Larkana, and Abdur Rasheed Sanjrani, son of Ghaus Bux Sanjrani, hailing from Shikarpur. 


The body and the wounded suspects were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where sources said that the killed suspect received a single bullet to his head, while the wounded suspects received two bullets each. They said that the suspects under treatment were out of danger as they did not receive life-threatening wounds. 


45 vehicles, 47 cellphones taken away on Sunday 

As many as 44 vehicles — 31 motorcycles and 13 cars — and 47 cellular phone handsets were taken away in different parts of the city on Sunday. 


Officials at the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee told Dawn that three cars, as many motorcycles and 22 cellular phones were snatched at gunpoint during armed holdups, while 10 automobiles, 28 motorcycles and 25 mobile phones were stolen. 


They said that at least six cars, 26 motorcycles and 29 cellular phone handsets were taken away across the city by the evening of Monday, and the number of the taken away vehicles and phones was bound to rise by the end of the day. 


The CPLC officials said that one car was snatched at gunpoint in the remit of Sharea Faisal police, and five cars were stolen in the police jurisdictions of Ibrahim Haideri, Gizri, Sohrab Goth, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and New Town. 

They said that 12 motorcycles were snatched at gunpoint within the police precincts of Saeedabad, Sachal, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Brigade, Jackson, Pak Colony, Pirabad, Al-Falah, Malir Cantt, Airport and Site-A. 


The CPLC officials said that 14 motorbikes were stolen in the police remit of Azizabad, PIB Colony, Aziz Bhatti, Mehmoodabad, Ferozeabad, Brigade, Pak Colony, Khawaja Ajmair Nagri, Kharadar, Preedy, Al-Falah and Sharea Faisal. 

They said that 16 cellular phone handsets were snatched at gunpoint in the police precincts of Defence, Garden, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Khawaja Ajmair Nagri, Khokrapar, Korangi, Mominabad, New Karachi, Orangi Town, Pirabad, Preedy, Saeedabad, Samanabad, Shah Faisal Colony and Sharea Faisal. 


The CPLC officials said that at least 13 mobile phones were stolen by the evening on Monday in the police jurisdiction of Saddar, Clifton, Darakhshan, Defence, Ferozeabad, Kharadar, Korangi, Mehmoodabad, Model Colony, Shershah and Taimuria.

(Dawn-13, 14/07/2009)

One robber killed, two injured in police encounter

A robber was killed while two of his accomplices were injured in a police ‘encounter’ in North Nazimabad on Monday afternoon. Police recovered two SMGs, two TT pistols and a stolen car from the custody of the suspected robbers. 


North Nazimabad Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Nasir Muneef Qureshi said that three armed men riding in a car (AGC-053) intercepted a lady, Mrs Aftab Khan, in main Paposh market after she had withdrawn Rs30,000 from a bank in Hyderi.


Qureshi said that Mrs Khan resisted the attempted robbery, and started creating a hue and cry for others to help. This allowed the robbers to escape, but a patrolling police party chased the accused and intercepted them near Dehli Muslim Sweets House, Papoosh Nagar. On seeing the police, the robbers opened fire, which was retaliated. 


In the meantime, police constable Saleh Mohammed, who was posted at a local bank in the vicinity, also opened fire at the bandits. As a result of his intervention, one suspect was killed on the spot. The other two suspects left the car and tried to escape, however, another police party of North Nazimabad and a police party of Paposh Nagar who had also reached the spot, located one of the accused hiding in a Green Belt in the Papoosh area and arrested him.


The other fleeing accused boarded a bus and asked the bus driver to accelerate the bus, but the driver refused, on which the injured robber opened fire injuring three passengers including a woman. The injured passengers were identified as Javed Iqbal, his son Ehsan Iqbal, 15, and a woman, Khadija wife of Usman. The police however succeeded in locating the other injured bandit and recovered an SMG from him. 


The slain and the injured robbers were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the deceased was identified as Babar Khan, while the injured were identified as Rashid and Kashif. SSP Qureshi said that the police recovered two SMGs, two TT pistols and a car from the bandits. During the verification it was found that the car number plate was fake and the original number of the car was ABX-941, a stolen property of Nazimabad police station. The police also found police caps from the car, as well as a NIC card and a driving licence. On both the cards, pictures were different but the names were same. A case has been registered at the police station concerned and investigation is under way.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 14/07/2009)
Heartless man slaughters two minor daughters


KARACHI: Men like Mohammad Shehzad, 35, are not born everyday. He has done nothing glorified and in fact committed a crime so heinous that it would make anyone’s skin crawl.

Shehzad, who runs a small glasswork business, is guilty of slaughtering his own flesh and blood. The sad part is that the victims of this brutal murder were not even aware of the crimes they had committed but in fact, they were punished for the crime that was allegedly committed by their mother, Aaliya.

Aaliya and Shehzad were married about four years ago and that is when this saga began. Shehzad was convinced from the start that Aaliya had illicit relations with a man called Arif, despite the fact that Aaliya had time and time again explained to Shehzad that the relationship was entirely platonic.


It came to a point where Shehzad actually started believing that his two daughters, Khushi Fatima, one-and-a-half year old and Suman Fatima, eight-month old, were not his at all, but in fact Arif’s. He would keep confronting Aaliya and she would keep denying the allegation, the differences grew and the situation became worse. Finally, Aaliya shifted to her parents’ house located at the R area in Korangi.


There was a family function at Aaliya’s parents’ house on Sunday and Shehzad came to join in the celebrations. He ended up staying the night and also as always got into a fight with Aaliya. Early morning the next day Shehzad took his daughters and went home, a small 80 square yard house located in the outskirts of the city on Street no 15, Sector 36-G, within the limits of Landhi police.


The heartless man then took the girls to one of the small rooms in the house and apologised to them, saying that he cannot bear to look at the girls dying a little everyday and cannot bear the thought of them growing up with a mother with such a loose character, after supposedly purging his conscience clean, he proceeded to cut the throats of the little girls who had probably not even grasped their father’s words.


The barbarian then called the children’s grandparents’ house to tell them about what he had done, after which he went to the police station to surrender himself and confess to his ugly crime. 


According to the police when Shehzad reached the police station, his clothes were stained with blood. Giving details about the preliminary questioning SHO Ghulam Ahmed Sheikh said that Aaliya and his daughters had left Shehzad’s house two days ago after a dispute. On Sunday night, there was a family function at Aaliya’s parents house, which Shehzad attended, stayed there for the night and fought with Aaliya. In the morning, he took the girls and went home, where he slaughtered the girls using a knife, which too has been discovered, said the SHO. 


Aaliya’s family was undoubtedly shocked by the incident and insisted that Shehzad be punished strictly, as he was mentally stable and murdered the girls only because he was angry at Aaliya. They went on to say that Shehzad was brilliant at his job, but he mostly stayed home and forced Aaliya to bring money from her parents. As now he has no better excuse to get out of the situation he is accusing Aaliya of having illicit relations.


The people of his area seconded Aaliya’s family’s opinion and confirmed that Shehzad was not suffering from any mental illness.


The bodies of the girls were taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre from where they were taken to Korangi for burial. The girls were laid to rest in the Korangi graveyard. An FIR No 171/09 under Section 302 has been registered on behalf of Aaliya’s brother, Naeem.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 14/07/2009)

Domestic violence a reality in Pakistan

I HAD always thought that domestic violence was a thing of the past. But in our country it happens right beneath our noses, in our largest cities, and among the well-educated. How is that for an ugly truth? 


Recently, I learned of such an incident concerning a friend of mine who lives in Karachi. 

She is highly qualified and her husband is a seemingly harmless man who works for a previously multinational and now a Pakistani-owned fertiliser company. He had verbally and psychologically abused her throughout their eight-year-long conjugal life. But now he had turned to physical violence. 


Her mother-in-law takes the petty ‘saas-bahu’ (mother-in-law versus daughter-in-law) quarrels to a whole new level. 


Instead of stopping such atrocious behaviour, the mother-in-law became a spectator, chanted curses and watched while her son charged at my friend with a knife and threatened to ‘zibah’ (slaughter) their four-year-old son. 


Her hands were carved with deep defensive cuts. Her clothes bloody. And her two young children screaming and crying. 


I’d like to remind you that this is still the same educated, religious, multinational company employee I am talking about. 


Last time I checked, Islam does not tell one to chase his wife and children around with a knife. 


On the contrary, the Quran says: “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more strength than the other...” (An-Nisa: 34). It is hard to believe that a company that is known so well internationally caters to employees who indulge in domestic violence. 


Not only do they accept this, they tacitly provide moral and legal support to him. 


It is really hypocritical when you see executives from this company appearing regularly on TV giving sermons on what is right, while encouraging such behaviour within their own set-up. 


At my workplace I would not be comfortable knowing there is a man in my midst who has uncontrollable bursts of rage and displays psychopathic behaviour at his home. But that’s just me. 

This is happening in one of the biggest, most renowned companies of Pakistan. Is this how we want to represent Pakistan in an international setting? Do we want domestic violence to be a defining characteristic of Pakistan? 

Appropriate action needs to be taken. Men like this are encouraged when they are able to abuse their wives without consequence. 


Who knows how many women are left physically and emotionally tortured every day? 

There should be harsh consequences for such felons. The individuals who display such violence need to be punished to eradicate the entirety of this ugly truth from our country. 

Who would have guessed? Regular Mr X, employee by day. Violent, abusive, wife-beater by night. And we say Pakistan is heading into the future. 


FAIZA AHMAD, University of Toronto, Canada

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 15/07/2009)

MQM councillor killed in Ramaswami

KARACHI, July 14: A 57-year-old councillor of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was shot dead in an attack near his home in Ramaswami on Tuesday, police and witnesses said. 


They said the victim, Sirajuddin, son of Nizamuddin, a general councillor of UC-6, Saddar Town, was standing at a shop on Hakim Qazi Yaseen Road, near Hoti Market, in the remit of the Nabi Bux police when at around 5.30pm three gunmen on two motorcycles sprayed him with bullets. 


The witnesses said that two of the assailants, who wore helmets, opened fire on the victim, the father of six daughters and two sons. They said the attackers rode away after their swift operation as people ran for shelter after the shooting. 


Tension and panic gripped the locality, where shopkeepers pulled down their shutters and vehicular traffic disappeared from the streets. 


The body was taken to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. The hospital’s medico-legal sources said the victim received seven bullets in his chest, abdomen and thighs. They said the councillor was shot from a very close range as all the bullets went through his body. 


The area SHO, Inspector Waseem Ahmed, told Dawn that the attackers used TT and 9mm pistols in the attack. “We secured four spent bullet casings of 9mm pistol and one of TT pistol from the crime-scene,” he added. 


The Saddar Town nazim, Dilawar Khan, said the reports from the locality suggested that the culprits were seen prowling in the locality before they targeted the councillor. 


The UC-6 nazim, Nasir Ajmairi, told Dawn that he along with the victim and others had had lunch in his office. “He called his daughter by his cellphone before he left the office at around 5.15pm,” he added. 


He said Siraj was standing at a confectioner’s shop when two of the three attackers on a motorcycle first fired a few shots in the air and then targeted the victim. “Siraj Bhai took cover behind a Hi-roof, parked near the confectionery, and the attackers, who did not alight from their motorbike, went after him and sprayed him with bullets,” he added. 


The UC nazim said that the funeral prayer of the victim would be held at Pakistan Masjid at Jamila Street, Ramaswami, after Zuhar prayers on Wednesday and he would be buried in the Mewa Shah graveyard. 


The police said no case was registered till late in the night and that they were waiting for someone from the victim’s family to become a complainant in the case. 


Double murder 

Two friends were killed when as many unidentified attackers on a motorcycle opened fire on them at Swat Colony in Baldia Town in the remit of the Saeedabad police station. 


The bodies were shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi where the deceased were identified as Fawad Ahmed, 40, son of Abdul Latif, and Allah Nawaz, 45, son of Abdullah, both residents of Orangi Town. 


The area SHO, Zahid Hussain Soomro, told Dawn that the victims were sitting at Raja Blocks and Cement Works when at around 4.30pm unidentified culprits opened fire, killing Fawad instantly and fatally wounding Allah Nawaz. 

He said that Fawad had come to visit his maternal cousin, Iftikhar, who lived near the place of the incident. 


The SHO said that the victims hailed from southern Punjab and the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity. The police registered a case (FIR 375/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 (premediated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of Fawad’s cousin.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 15/07/2009)

Young woman found strangled

KARACHI, July 14: The body of an unidentified young woman, stuffed into a gunny bag, was found at a desolate place near Pak Land Cement Factory in the remit of the Steel Town police station. 


The body was moved to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. Medico-legal sources said that the victim was three to four months’ pregnant and she appeared to be in her early 20s. 

They said that the woman, clad in a blue shalwar-qamees, was strangled at least two or three days ago. 

The body was later kept at the Edhi morgue at Sohrab Goth for want of identification. 

The police registered a case (FIR 207/2009) against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on behalf of the state.

(Dawn-13, 15/07/2009)

More target killings
MQM councillor and two school owners shot dead


KARACHI: A general councillor associated with the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and two owners of private schools were killed on Tuesday in separate incidents of target killings.


As per details, 57-year-old Sirajuddin, son of Nizamuddin, was shot dead by unidentified men at Hoti Market in Ranchore Lane, in the limits of Nabi Bux police station.


The man suffered multiple bullet injuries and died shortly after the incident. He was taken to Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK), where doctors said the victim had died before reaching the hospital.


SHO Wasim Ahmed said the deceased was the general councilor of UC-6 in Saddar Town, and was associated with the MQM. After leaving his office, he was standing at a shop, when three men, two of them wearing helmets, arrived at the spot in separate vehicles, and opened fire on him. The victim sustained at least seven bullets in his body. A 9mm and TT pistol were used in the assassination, the officer added.


The deceased was said to be a resident of Ramswami area. No case was registered till the time this report was filed, though tension prevailed in the area following the incident. 


Private schools owners killed: In another incident of target killing, two friends who owned separate private schools in Orangi Town were shot dead in Sector 4-E, Baldia Town No 9, in the limits of Saeedabad police station.


The victims received multiple bullet wounds and died on the way to a hospital. The victims were identified as Fawad, son of Abdul Latif and Allah Wasaiyo, son of Abdullah.


SHO Zahid Hussain Soomro said the victims were the residents of Faqir Colony in Orangi Town, and came to visit their relatives in the area where the incident took place. They were sitting at a cement depot along with its owner Raja, when unidentified people came, opened fire on them and fled from the scene. 


The officer said that the victims were not affiliated with any political party, and suspected that the cause behind the incident could be personal enmity.

(DailyTimes-B1, 15/07/2009)

Karachi killings

GOING by Interior Minister Rehman Malik’s statement, it seems the federal government has finally woken up to the Karachi killings, which have led to scores of deaths this year. On Tuesday, the interior minister told a press conference in Karachi that the government intended to form a judicial commission to probe the recent spate of political violence in the city, fix responsibility and take action against the guilty irrespective of political considerations. The last point is important, considering the fact that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, which is involved in the present spree of violence, is PPP’s coalition partner in both Islamabad and Karachi. The interior minister then repeated that this situation had been created to destabilise the country’s commercial hub. 


Mr Malik didn’t tell us precisely how he and the plethora of security agencies he commands can check the present nightmarish wave of violence. ‘Target killings’ is a euphemism for the blood feud between the Muttahida and the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi. It all goes back to 1992 when the army launched a crackdown on Muttahida (then the Mohajir Qaumi Movement) strongholds, bulldozed the security walls that had turned large parts of Karachi into ghettoes and opened up ‘no-go’ areas. Haqiqi rode into these areas on the back of the army. Even though this feud, arising as much from personality clashes as from disputes over extortion rackets, has been going on for 17 years, there has been a surge in recent days, with both Haqiqi and Muttahida claiming a number of casualties among their workers. Because Aamir Khan, the Haqiqi leader, is likely to be out of prison on bail soon, his organisation believes that the Muttahida has gone on a killing spree to prevent him from mobilising his party. 


There is some justification in the Karachi police chief’s claim that this is not a police problem, that police resources are overstretched because of the terrorist threat and that what is needed is a political solution. Mr Malik seemed to show an awareness of this truth when he said he had requested the Sindh chief minister to meet political personalities to learn their points of view and evolve a strategy. While the interior minister thanked the Muttahida chief for offering his cooperation to end the bloodletting he should ensure that the security agencies do their duty impartially. Forming a judicial commission might be a step in the right direction. But more than that the federal leadership as well as opposition groups need to exert pressure on the two rival organisations to resolve their turf war through talks before matters take a more serious turn.

(Dawn-7, 16/07/2009)

Investigations into targeted killings getting nowhere

KARACHI, July 15: The Karachi police seem to be going nowhere regarding investigations into the targeted killings of political activists that have lately plagued the city, as the investigators are still groping in the dark in their efforts to gather some kind of evidence to shed light on the spate of killings, it has emerged.

More than a hundred activists of political parties have been gunned down by unidentified suspects – often described by government functionaries as ‘terrorists’ – since the beginning of the year in different parts of the city. 


The targeted killings have largely remained confined to the areas of New Karachi, Landhi, Shah Faisal Colony, Liaquatabad and Malir.


Police at present have only the spent bullet casings on hand as the sole bit of evidence; a careful examination of the casings by ballistics experts could suggest a pattern behind the killings.


“It could either suggest that a variety of weapons have been used in the targeted killings or if the same weapons have been used in the killings,” an official said.


Similarly, there are no eyewitness accounts in the cases of targeted killings as even those people who have seen something are unwilling to come forward to record their statements fearing possible repercussions.


“Witnesses are hard to find even in a simple murder case; finding a witness in politically-motivated targeted killings is quite impossible,” remarked an investigator. He went on to add that even the families of most of the victims are quite fearful and appear not very keen to pursue these cases.


They pointed out that in most FIRs only unidentified suspects have been nominated.


Officials said that three teams – consisting of the Anti-Violent Crime Cell, Special Investigation Unit and SSP Zone East Investigation – were assigned the investigation of the killings.When Dawn queried some officials of these investigation units for details, the officers seemed reluctant to divulge any information. Some denied they had been assigned the investigation while others said there had been “zero progress” in the investigation. “We are simply counting the toll,” remarked a senior police officer of the Zone East Investigation.


“We have all the details of the youths who have been involved in the targeted killings, but political considerations and constraints have deterred us from picking up the suspects,” Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed told Dawn.
“We have collected the empties from the crime scenes of these targeted killings and are analysing them for a pattern of the weapons used,” the city police chief added. He pointed out that in June, 47 activists were killed while up till July 12, 21 activists had been gunned down, bringing the average killed to eleven per week.


The CCPO claimed that the police had improved their intelligence gathering and had already collected the profiles of the suspects said to be involved in the targeted killings.


The city has been witnessing an increase in targeted killings since May 2009. On June 8, Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani dashed to Karachi, taking stern notice of the killings when the death toll from the violence had reached 22.


On June 9, the prime minister chaired a meeting on law and order in the city and left for Islamabad thereafter.


However, his visit failed to stem the violence as the killings continued, with the toll reaching 65 on June 1 as claimed by the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi. The party claims that around 125 of their activists have been gunned down during the current year.


However, data obtained by the Karachi police shows that since January 2009 a total of 91 activists of different political and religious parties have been killed in the city.


According to the data, 48 activists of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi have been killed, 20 activists of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, eight of the Pakistan People’s Party, six of the Awami National Party, three of the proscribed Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan, two of the Pakistan Muslim League-N and one each of the Sunni Tehreek, Jamaat-i-Islami and the Ahle Hadees group.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 16/07/2009)

MQM-H activist killed in Nazimabad

KARACHI, July 15: A 55-year-old worker of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) was shot dead on Wednesday in an attack near his house at Wahidabad in Nazimabad, witnesses and police said. 


The Rizvia Society police said that the victim, Abdul Hafeez alias Babu, was a scrap dealer and he was standing at a shop near Kashif Bakery when at around 9.15pm two attackers opened fire, killing him instantly and wounding his friend, Dilshad, 40. 


The dead and the wounded were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where sources said that the deceased received a single but fatal bullet in the neck. They said that the bullet pierced through the victim’s neck as he was shot from a very close range. 


The hospital sources said that the wounded man received a bullet in his left hip and he was in a stable condition. 


The MQM Haqiqi claimed that the victim was a party worker. 


However, the police said that the victim was not affiliated with any political or religious party and one of the victim’s younger brothers was associated with the MQM-Haqiqi.

(Dawn-13, 16/07/2009)

Loopholes in law allow killers to walk free

The shocking headline in Dawn’s Metropolitan section pertaining to the slaughter of two infant daughters by their father must have sent shivers down readers’ spines. After overcoming the shock and the melancholy effect of the saddening story every responsible citizen must have wished that the suspected killer be given exemplary punishment to deter others from committing such unspeakable crimes in future. Some, however, must have wistfully thought whether he will ever be punished when the complainant and the sole witness for the prosecution happens to be his real brother. This is not the first such incident and many killers of spouses and innocent children in the past have gone unpunished. The recent ghastly murder of the innocent baby girls allegedly committed by the father apparently distressed by his wife’s suspected illicit relations serves as a poignant reminder to assess how our society and criminal justice system respond to such challenges. 


It has been regrettably observed that when the complainant in the First Information Report (FIR) and witnesses to the incident mentioned in the police report are close relatives of the accused, the witnesses, in many cases, do not support the prosecution’s case during the trial and resile from their earlier testimony. Likewise the accused, who voluntarily surrender before police and confess their crimes before a magistrate, retract the confession in court and maintain that the confession was the result of police pressures and duress.Under the “adversarial system” of courts in our country, the judges act as neutral umpires taking the back seat whereas parties to the case – acting independently – play an active role in uncovering and presenting evidence. When the witnesses turn hostile, the court has to look for other corroborating evidence in the absence of which the killers are acquitted. 


A similar pattern has been observed in the murders committed in the name of honour. The complainant in the FIR is usually in league with the killers. The contents of the FIR are narrated in such a manner that the accused can avail loopholes and manage to get away with the crime subsequently. The complainant does not name all the accused involved but usually just one person is shown as responsible for the killings so that all other accomplices involved either in the execution, aiding, abetting, assisting or concealing the crime escape prosecution of the offence. 


One may argue that these harrowing murders are not only crimes against individual victims but against the legal order of the state and it is imperative upon the state to become the complainant by lodging FIRs on its behalf. However, the requirement of the law is that the police officers are duty bound to lodge the FIR as narrated by the complainant or the informant under Section 154 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). When the police officers refuse to register a complainant’s FIR, the courts can order registration of cases under Section 22-A of the CrPC. 


In certain instances police officers do decide to lodge the FIR on behalf of the state. Although the existing law does not prevent a police officer from becoming a complainant in FIRs, but if one of the heirs of the victim challenges the police decision of denying him to be the complainant in the FIR, the police officer will be on a weak footing in defending his decision. 


Moreover, if the police are authorised to exercise unfettered discretion in refusing the so-called complainant, that may have other serious consequences of abuse of authority. A solution has to be found where the accused should not get the benefit of the existing law. One way out may be an amendment in the law, which may give the police officer the option of refusing the informant related to the accused to be a complainant of the FIR after recording the reasons for such a refusal in writing. 


This discretion by the police officer may be exercised where the officer has reasons to believe that the complainant of the FIR is in collusion with the accused and it should apply to the cases where the accused, the victim and the so-called complainant belong to the same family. 


In addition to this, there should be stringent punishments for the complainant of the FIR and the witnesses who intentionally mislead the court by changing their account of the incident to facilitate acquittal of the accused. 


The painful incident involving the slaughter of two infants this week should serve as a wake-up call for parliamentarians, civil society, jurists and police officers to strive for a criminal justice system which can effectively bring perpetrators of such crimes to justice.

(By Barrister Abdul Khalique Shaikh, Dawn-15, 16/07/2009)

CPLC, CDGK join forces to check crime

The city’s law enforcement apparatus got a boost on Wednesday after the Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) signed an agreement with the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to better monitor and identify crimes.


Under this agreement, a dedicated CPLC team would work with the CDGK Command and Control Centre, in a bid to monitor and control city crimes. It is hoped that the agreement would help curb the rising trend of crime in the city, say observers.


The signing ceremony took place at the Sindh Governor House. CPLC Chief Sharfuddin Memon and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal inked the agreement in the presence of Sindh Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan.


On the occasion, CPLC Chief Sharfuddin Memon informed his audience that areas of consensus had been reached between the two sides on how to better work for the benefit of the city. A project committee that will oversee the work between the two entities would be headed by District Coordination Officer (DCO) Karachi Muhammad Javed Hanif Khan and officials of CPLC.


Under the agreement, the CPLC office will position a 24-hour team at the Command and Control Center (C&CC). The CDGK will assist this team and provide it with logistical assistance. The C&CC staff will inform the CPLC team as their first point of contact when some crime or irregularity is detected.

Memon said that CPLC surveillance experts will train the C&CC team to make monitoring more effective and will help improve overall functioning of the centre. The areas that will be focused upon during the training would include identification of high crime areas, patterns of car theft, phone snatching, as well as theft of other valuables.


CPLC will also share data on theft and crime with the C&CC staff in a bid to better identify criminals and incidents of crime. Hot spots of street crime areas through its GIS based spatial crime analysis system (SCAS) will be shared with CDGK for surveillance and subsequent action through the police. The CPLC will have wireless communication system initially, and any information received by the CPLC team in the C&CC will be shared with the Centre team, the agreement said.


The CPLC Chief claimed that there are plans to further upgrade the system throughout the city, he added.

(The News-13, 16/07/2009)
Over Rs10m looted in two bank robberies

Over Rs10 million rupees were looted in two separate bank robberies in the city on Wednesday. The incidents took place in the jurisdictions of Preedy and Sharea Faisal police respectively. 


In Preedy police limits, a branch of Bank Al-Islami situated at Burns Road, Arambagh was looted. According to eyewitnesses and bank staff, a car carrying five armed men stopped in front of the bank around 9:20am. Two persons clad in Shalwar Kameez came out of the car, injured security guard Yaseen and snatched his repeater, before entering the bank. 


The armed men ordered the persons present inside the bank to lie down on the floor as the bandits moved towards the vault room. Apart from looting Rs6.418 million, the accused also managed to capture video footages, as well as the repeater and pistol of the security guards before fleeing.


Preedy Supervisory Police Officer (SPO) Qasim Ghauri said that the robbery was committed by five to six persons and carried out in a very short span of time. During investigations, it was discovered that the bank authorities had no video footages since they had not switched on their network connections which directly linked the video feed to the headquarters of the bank. The bank manager said that they failed to switch their network due to more pressing work. 


Ghauri said that when the bandits entered the bank, the authorities concerned had not locked the strong room where all the cash was stored, making it easy for the criminals to grab the money and flee. Even as the bandits left, nobody inside the bank pressed the emergency alarm button. As things stood, the police were awaiting the statement of bank manager Asifullah Khan for the registration of a first information report (FIR). 


In another case, seven armed bandits broke into a branch of Muslim Commercial Bank situated in Gulshan-e-Jamal, and robbed Rs3.94 million before fleeing. According to bank staff and clients present at the MCB bank, a man entered within the bank premises around 9:25am when and went to the cash counter to request the cashier for change for Rs 1,000, while some others went inside the bank manager room. 


Within a minute, their other accomplices who were armed with Kalashnikovs and TT pistols, broke into the bank after injuring the security guard, Hassan, and snatching his weapon. 


The criminals took away the cell phones from all those present inside the bank, and then moved towards the vault with the cashier. Apart from looting the money, the accused also managed to capture video footages before fleeing. 


Al-Falah SPO Shafi Rind said that the bandits robbed the bank within seven minutes, but the police managed to obtain some footage from the cameras of a neighbouring bank. A case has been registered on the complaint of bank manager Ali Mehboob, while investigation is underway.

(The News-14, 16/07/2009)
Federal interior minister’s warning proves useless?

SSP legal adviser shot dead


KARACHI: The central legal adviser of the defunct Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) and former general secretary of the party’s Sindh chapter, Hafiz Ahmed Bux Advocate, and his driver were shot dead in an attack near the SSP leader’s home, located at Model Colony, on Wednesday evening.


The attack spread panic among people and tension gripped various localities in the city. Shopkeepers pulled down the shutters of their shops and vehicular traffic disappeared from the streets, as unidentified men started riots and aerial firing.


Fifty-five-year-old Bux was near his house, when unidentified men sprayed his double cabin vehicle with bullets. As a result, he and his driver, Nasir, sustained bullet injuries. 


The SSP leader died shortly after the incident and both the victims were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where Nasir also succumbed to his injuries. The SSP man was shot from a very close range, as most of the bullets were able to pass through his body.


According to eyewitnesses, there were three attackers on motorcycles and they also had some men serving as back up in a white coloured car. A CCTV camera was installed in the area where he was assassinated but due to the suspension of the power supply, no footage could be recorded. 


Supervisory Police Officer of Saudabad, DSP Farooq Sher Zaman, told Daily Times that the attackers used 9mm pistols in the attack, as the police recovered around 24 rounds of weapon from the crime scene. 

The officer said that the incident took place shortly after the deceased left Masjid-e-Ibrahim, located in the same area, where his brother, Abid, was the prayer leader. “Of course, it was a target killing and we believe that the culprits shot him after they followed him,” the DSP added. The officer also confirmed the affiliation of the victim with the defunct SSP and said that presently the deceased was SSP’s central legal adviser. 


SSP central leader Maulana Ghafoor Nadeem ,while talking to Daily Times, condemned the incident and said many of his party’s men, including leaders and workers, have lost their lives in separate incidents of target killings but the government and the law enforcement agencies (LEAs) were not taking any reliable action to stop such incidents. He said that the deceased was a senior member of the party and was the former general secretary of Sindh and Karachi as well.


In reply to a question, the SSP leader said he had no knowledge about the deceased receiving any death threats prior to the incident. 


Riots: Angry people burnt tyres on different roads of Model Colony and its adjacent areas to record their protest over the killing. They also pelted stones on passing vehicles and aerial firing was reported in various parts of the city, including Model Colony, Saudabad, Nagan Chowrangi, Lines Area and others, which suspended routine and commercial life. No case was registered at the time this report was filed.


Shady record: A top CID official, on the condition of anonymity, told Daily Times that the slain SSP man had played a vital role in sectarian violence in the 90s. He was involved in over a dozen cases, including high profile target killings of Shia people, police officials and attacks on imambargahs, including the Mehfil-e-Murtaza Imambargah, located in PECHS Society, and the Abdul Fazal Abbas Imambargah, located in PIB Colony. He was also involved in an Iranian engineer’s murder.


In 2003, he was released from jail on the court’s directives after an imprisonment of at least ten years. 


The official said in 1994, the slain SSP legal adviser killed almost 16 members of two separate families, who lived in a residential building at Tariq Road. One of the families belonged to the Shia sect, while the other family was Sunni, but they were killed under the mistaken belief that they were Shias. He also killed a police official and four of his brothers in the Buffer Zone area.


No stop to target killings: It should be noted here that at least four people, including a MQM councillor, were killed on Tuesday, and now the SSP leader has been murdered. These killings have occurred despite Federal Interior Minister Rehman Malik’s warning on Tuesday that target killings would not be tolerated and strict action would be taken against those responsible for them. The target killings have not come to a stop and have in fact taken a turn for the worst.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 16/07/2009)

Two ‘SSP workers’ shot dead

KARACHI, July 16: Two workers of the outlawed Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan were killed in acts of violence in different parts of Malir within 24 hours, witnesses and police said. 


The Model Colony police said that a 28-year-old worker of the banned SSP was found shot dead on Thursday morning near the railway tracks at Nishtarabad. 


They said that the victim, Anver Ali alias Murad TT, son of Asghar Ali, a resident of Orangi Town, was believed to have been kidnapped on Wednesday night as he returned after attending the funeral of Hafiz Ahmed Buksh, a leader of Ahle Sunnat wal Jamaat and a former worker of the banned SSP. 


Hafiz Buksh, who was also a central legal adviser to the banned outfit, was killed along with his driver in an ambush near his house on Wednesday evening in Model Colony. 


The body of Anver Ali was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was also subjected to severe torture before his captors pumped two bullets to his head from point-blank range. 


The victim was stated to be a former body guard of Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, a former leader of the outlawed SSP. Sources said that the SSP worker had also remained in jail for four years before he was bailed out last year. 


The Model Colony police said that no case was registered till late as the victim’s family was still busy in the victim’s funeral. 


Earlier on Wednesday night, three people were wounded, one of them fatally, when unidentified attackers opened fire on a group of party men who were on their way to join the funeral of Hafiz Ahmed Bukush. 


The Saudabad police said that the incident took place near Hafiz Sweets on Begum Khursheed Road at around 10.30pm. 


They said that the wounded victims were immediately moved to the JPMC where Malik Ghufran Awan, 30, son of Malik Ghulam Sarwar Awan, a resident of Orangi Town, succumbed to his wounds and two others, Mohammed Arshad and Saqib Khan, were admitted for treatment. 


Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the dead victim received a single bullet in his left hip and he died due to excessive bleeding. 


The Saudabad police registered a case (FIR 209/2009) against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 (intentional murder), 324 (attempted murder) and 34 (common intention) on the complaint of the victim’s brother, Malik Aman Awan. 

Meanwhile, the Model Colony police registered a case (FIR 165/2009) against unidentified attackers for killing Hafiz Ahmed Buksh and his driver on the complaint of the SSP leader’s brother, Maulana Mohammed Siddique, the prayer leader of Masjid Ibrahim, Model Colony. 


Lawyers protest 

Lawyers at the City Courts boycotted regular proceedings on Thursday in protest against Wednesday’s killing of a lawyer, who was also said to be a local leader of the outlawed (SSP). 


A large number of lawyers gathered on the courts’ premises and chanted slogans against the killing of 55-year-old Hafiz Ahmed Bukhsh, who was gunned down along with his driver as he got out of his double-cabin Datsun in front of his house in Model Colony.Hafiz Ahmed Bukhsh, who was jailed in 1995 in a murder case, joined the profession in 2005 and was also a member of the Karachi Bar Association. Currently, he was taking care of the party’s legal affairs as its central legal adviser. 


He was tried in three murder cases and was sentenced to death in a sectarian murder case. However, the high court had set aside his conviction. 


The lawyers’ protest turned into a procession, which led to the closure of the canteen, administration offices and boycott of the regular court proceedings. The situation forced the dozens of prisoners to return without appearing before their respective courts. 


Leaders of the legal fraternity said that they would take out a procession from the City Courts to the Chief Minister’s House on Saturday to demand the arrest of the lawyer’s killers. 

“It was a third such incident in recent months and we have witnessed no move from the high-ups to allay the community’s security concerns,” said Naeem Qureshi of the KBA. “We would also hold a sit-in at the CM House to protest against the authorities’ conduct.”

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 17/07/2009)

Five die in different incidents

Five persons were killed in different incidents of violence and mishaps in the city on Thursday, police and rescuers said.


Fifty-year-old Ajmal son of Allah Wasaiyo was killed when he resisted a snatching bid during mobile phone snatching near Ziauddin Chowrangi, in the limits of North Nazimabad police station.


North Nazimabad police officials said that the incident took place in a minibus of route W21 when three armed men entered the bus held the commuters hostage at gunpoint and started looting them. 


Ajmal put up resistance and the dacoits shot him and managed to flee along with the booty. The deceased was said to be a mason by profession and was the resident of Mianwali Colony, Manghopir Road. 


The police have registered the FIR No 263/09 on behalf of deceased’s brother Ilyas against unknown persons and initiated investigation. 


In another incident a 35-year-old Imran, son of Shaukat Gujjar and a worker at a cattle pen was shot dead at the cattle farm owned by Rana Sadiq in Cattle Colony in the limits of Shah Latif police station. 


Shah Latif police said that the incident took place when some armed men entered the cattle pen with the intention to rob it but the private security gunmen of the pen opened fire at them. 


During the crossfire, Imran sustained bullet wounds and died. He was the father of three children and hailed from Gujranwala, Punjab. 


A seven-year-old unidentified boy drowned in a pond near Quaidabad area in the limits of Shah Latif police station. 


The identity of the victim could not be ascertained, as the area police did not have any knowledge about the case. 


In another incident, 30-year-old Majid son of Abdul Hameed was killed when a goods’ train in the limits of Landhi Railway police station crushed him to death. 


Police said that the deceased came over to Karachi from Sahiwal for earning his livelihood and died while crossing the railway tracks. 


Thirty-five-year-old unidentified man was crushed to death by a speeding truck near Gulbai Mazar, Edhi sources said.

Body of the deceased was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) and till filing of this report his identification could not be ascertained.

(The News-13, 17/07/2009)
Lady teacher killed over bachat committee money

KARACHI: At least six people including a lady schoolteacher and a retired bank official were killed separately on Friday.


A 35-year-old woman, Nighat, who was the wife of a police constable named Sher Gul, was shot dead at her home located in Sector 8-B, Data Nagar, within the limits of Orangi Town police station late on Thursday night.

The woman received a bullet wound in her head and died on the spot. Her body was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, from where her family took it away after the legal formalities were completed. 


DSP Majeed Abbas said that three young men, Yasir, Emran and Kaleem, went to the deceased’s house and asked her for Rs 20,000 for a ‘bachat committee’ (voluntary citizens’ fund). There was an argument, and one of the men first restored to aerial firing and then shot the woman.


The area people caught one of the culprits, Yasir, and handed him over to the police after beating him up. 


The officer said a case was registered against the three men, who were also affiliated with a political party. The woman was the mother of two children and was a teacher at a government school.


Elderly man found dead: An elderly man was found dead at his house located in Block-16, Federal B Area within the limits of Yousuf Plaza police station on the wee hours of Friday. The deceased was identified as Mashooq, 75, a retired manager of a private bank who resided in the house alone. According to the area people, the man was murdered, while the police termed the death as accidental. No case was registered till the time this report was filed. 


Two labourers die: Two labourers, Ghaffar, 40 and Tariq, 30, died while another, Akbar, fell unconscious while working in a 60-feet deep-water tank in a residential apartment at Main Rashid Minhas Road within the jurisdiction of Sharah-e-Faisal police station on Friday afternoon.


Volunteers from the different welfare associations and the area police reached the spot to rescue them. They were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where doctors said two of them had died before reaching the hospital. DSP Shafi Rind said the victims had drowned in the water tank. They were residents of Khuda Ki Basti, Surjani Town. 


Girl dies in road mishap: An eight-year-old unidentified girl died after being hit by a vehicle at the Super Highway, within the limits of Sachal police station.


She was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital with critical injuries where she succumbed to her injuries while receiving treatment. The girl’s body was shifted to the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth for identification. 


Salesman dies in accident: A salesman of a biscuit factory, Mohammad Mansha, 40, died after his motorcycle was hit by a speedy trailer near KPT gate no 6, new truck stand, within the limits of Maripur police station.


The people at the spot caught the driver named Saleem and handed him over to the police after roughing him up.

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/07/2009)

Sweeping powers for Rangers planned

KARACHI, July 20: Moves are afoot at the official level to formally enhance the powers of the paramilitary Rangers’ force through amending relevant sections of the Criminal Procedure Code and Section 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1965, in order to allow the force to search for and arrest suspects without seeking assistance of the police, it has reliably been learnt. 


Interior Minister Rehman Malik had announced last week – after attending a high-level meeting on the law and order situation in Karachi – to enhance the powers of the Rangers in order to carry out search operations along with the police under the supervision of a DIG as one of the preventive steps to check the recent spree of targeted killings in the city. 


This was the second time in less than three months that the Rangers had to be called out to assist the civil administration to control targeted killings in addition to the force’s internal security duties. 


After the killing of more than 50 people in April 2009, Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani had to rush to Karachi where he endorsed the decisions taken by the provincial government to grant additional powers to the Rangers through amending certain laws. 


Regarding the suspects who were arrested and handed over to the police in the wake of the April killings, the fate of the investigations into the violence remains unknown reportedly due to the politicisation of the police. 


However, before the amendments in the required laws can be carried out, the preoccupation of the government with other matters and disagreement among the coalition partners over granting a permanent role to the Rangers has to be sorted out. 


The Rangers, according to informed sources, apprehend that performing search operations would become futile if the police personnel – due to their political links – leaked out information about their movements. 


Likewise, handing over accused persons to the police and the subsequent investigation process could also be affected due to the political links of the police, making the entire exercise of nabbing miscreants and producing them in court for due punishment meaningless, insiders commented. 


In this backdrop, sources said, the Rangers had asked for due powers so that whenever called in to assist the civil administration, they could discharge their duty without police assistance. 


The services of the Rangers have been required in Sindh quite often, particularly to manage the law and order situation whenever it spirals out of the control of civil law enforcement agencies. 


The force has been called in whenever violence escalates due to rivalries between supporters of different political parties, and also when mafias become active and start fighting over land-grabbing and collection of extortion money from traders and businessmen. 


The Rangers were introduced in Sindh for the first time in 1942 when the Thar Rangers was raised as the Sindh Police Rifle[s]. In 1948 the unit was re-designated as the Sindh Police Rangers. In 1956, this unit was again re-named as Indus Rangers. 


Due to the deteriorating law and order situation in Sindh, Mehran Force headquarters was established in Karachi in 1989 to deal with the situation. 


In 1995, the Pakistan Rangers was bifurcated into Punjab Rangers and Sindh Rangers. Mehran Force was merged into Sindh Rangers, which is government by the Ranger’s Ordinance 1959 and operates under the control of the ministry of interior and the Army’s HQ 5 Corps. 


Since its inception, besides operational duties on the international border with India, the Rangers have been involved in combating terrorism and providing support to the Sindh Police in Karachi and the interior of the province.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-15, 21/07/2009)

Neighbour killed by ‘terrorist’, explosives seized

KARACHI, July 20: A suspected terrorist fled after killing his 30-year-old neighbour on Monday in Green Pak City, a residential scheme near Landhi, witnesses and police said. 


The Sharafi Goth police said that the suspected terrorist opened fire on the victim, Mohammed Shakil, son of Mohammed Salim, an employee of the Pakistan Steel Mills, as he came out of his house (R-502) and fled with his accomplices in a green Toyota car. 


The police said that they seized three home-made bombs, two hand-grenades and a pistol from the house (R-501) the suspect had rented from owner Feroze Khan through estate agent Aziz. 

They said that the estate agent identified the suspect as Salam, who was stated to be living in the house with three women. 


The residents told the police that the suspect earlier wore a beard which he later shaved off. They stated that the suspect yelled “Look, this is the result of being an informer” after pumping bullets into the victim. 


The residents said that a green Toyota Corolla car appeared on the crime-scene immediately after the shooting and the suspect got into it and fled. 


They said that the suspect had brought a taxi and took three women living with him away in the morning. 


Later, a bomb disposal squad reached the spot and defused the home-made explosives. The BDS officials told Dawn that the each device contained three kilos of explosives and one of them was attached to a timer and the other to cellular phones. 
No case was registered till late in the night.

(Dawn-15, 21/07/2009)

Arrest of Dakait aides triggers protest

Around 50 to 70 Rehman Dakait supporters protested outside Central Police Office (CPO) on I I Chundrigar Road and Chief Minister House against the arrest of Dakait’s aides by the Peerabad police in an alleged extortion case. 


Peerabad police had arrested four aides to Rehman Dakait on Sunday for their alleged involvement in extorting money from the owner of a marble factory in Shahzad More. Peerabad Station House Officer (SHO) Bahauddin Babar said that on Sunday afternoon, he was informed that Ehsan Barki, an aide to Dakait, along with his associates had entered Shahzad More to open an office near a marble factory, and he was recruiting people for a “peace committee” allegedly being established by Dakait. 


The police raided the area and arrested Ehsaan Barki, Habibullah, Saifullah and Noor Ali alias Dilawar alias Sahafi, and recovered some papers and CNICs of 40 to 50 persons, who they were recruiting in the “peace committee”. The police also lodged an FIR after the arrests. 


Following the detainment of these aides, supporters of Dakait, including women, launched a protest outside the CPO, where police officers including AIG Operations (CPO) negotiated with them. The protesters then moved towards Chief Minister House, and protested there before dispersing. 


Sources meanwhile said that Dakait established a “peace committee” in Lyari to patch things up with Ghaffar Zikri, and to extort traders, vendors, transporters and builders in the area. In reaction, the “Kachi Ittehad” was established by the residents of the area to fight gangsters of both the Dakait and Zikri groups. There were also reports of intermittent clashes between members of the Kachi Ittehad and the gangsters. During these skirmishes, the gangsters had thus far killed five to six persons, while they had also lobbed a rocket in Macher Colony. According to the sources, the gangsters have now moved to Peerabad, where more than 800 marble factories are located, to establish their peace committees.

(The News-14, 21/07/2009)
Suspected militant kills man, laces house with explosives
Police defuse four bombs in Shah Latif area


KARACHI: The Karachi police on Monday averted a potential disaster when they raided a deserted house on the outskirts of the city, and discovered four live bombs ready to go off. 


DSP Abdul Jabbar Qaimkhani told Daily Times the police received information at around 5 pm that a man has been shot dead by his neighbour in Bin Qasim Town’s Shah Latif neighbourhood. The incident occurred at Green Park City, where both people lived. 


When the police arrived, they went inside the house where the incident had taken place. Not only did they find the body there, but also discovered that the house was wired with four explosives. 


The bomb disposal squad (BDS) was rushed to the spot and it disabled the bombs. An official of the BDS said the four improvised explosive devices weighed between two-and-a-half-three kilogrammes each. 


“The four bombs were all made of plastic. Three of them were wired to mobile phones, while the fourth was on a timer. The bombs were ready to go off, and would have caused a great deal of destruction in the neighbourhood,” BDS officer Kashif Jamal told Daily Times. 


While it took the BDS two hours to defuse the explosives, the police landed their hands on two Russian-made hand grenades and two suicide jackets and police uniforms on the spot as well. 


DSP Qaimkhani said the house number R 501 of Green Park City, belonged to a man called Feroz Khan, who had rented it some eight months back to a family, comprising of a young boy aged 20-25 named Ghulam Mustafa, who likely belongs to a Seraiki family and three women. 

“They are missing, but we believe that he was a militant and he could be a bomb maker,” the DSP said. 


Though the police have yet to ascertain the identity of the killer. DSP Qaimkhani said the police are trying to verify the documents of the Ghulam Mustafa that he submitted when the house was rented, but admitted that they would hardly find any clues, since the name and papers could be fake.


The DSP said that the deceased was identified as Shakeel Ahmed Khan, 38, a resident of house no R 502. The DSP also said that the police suspect the suspected militant Ghulam Mustafa killed Khan. He victim was a daily wage employee of the Pakistan Steel Mill and was the father of two children.


The DSP said that the area people, especially the deceased, Khan, had questioned the suspected militant on Saturday night about his suspicious activities. “It might be possible that after the questioning, the militant became alarmed that the police would trace him, and therefore he shifted the women living with him on a taxi on Monday morning and returned to kill Khan,” the officer explained.


“Before fleeing, he had planted bombs, probably in a bid to kill the area people and police personnel.

It should be noted here that in January 29, 2008, some militants belonging to banned outfit Jundullah and two police officials were killed during an encounter when a police party raided their hideout in Shah Latif area.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 21/07/2009)

Transporter kidnapped from airport

Unidentified people kidnapped a transporter from the parking lot of the Jinnah International Airport late Monday night, along with his family. The kidnappers were in government vehicles. Later they released the wife and son of the abducted transporter.


In reaction to the abduction, residents of Shireen Jinnah Colony and transporters launched a protest at Boat Basin Chowrangi, Bilawal Chowrangi and Shireen Jinnah Colony. They blocked the way for traffic for hours, torched tyres and pelted stones at passing vehicles. Later, senior police officers including DIG South Zone Ghulam Qadir Thebo reached the scene and cleared the way after two and a half hours.


Meanwhile, Oil Tankers Association Chairman Bakhtawar Khan has threatened to stop oil supply throughout Pakistan, including the supply of NATO Forces, if the abducted transporter was not recovered by Wednesday noon.


Sardar Sher Ali Mengal was abducted from the airport police limits, along with his wife and son Jehangir Mengal. His family saud that they were resident of Shireen Jinnah Colony and abducted Sardar Mengal was the owner of Mengal Brother Transport Company. He used to supply oil and other items to NATO forces operating in Afghanistan.


Late Monday night, Sardar Sher Ali, his wife and son returned from Islamabad after attending a personal gathering. As soon as they went to the airport parking lot, they were stopped by plain-clothed personnel who abducted them in a government vehicle (SP-2015). After questioning, the men dropped Jehangir Mengal and his mother off at Sea View. Bakhtawar Khan told The News that the abducted transporter was also a member of the association and number one transporter in the tankers transport business.


Khan added that when they had asked the police about the whereabouts of Sardar Mengal, they told them that he was kidnapped by the Taliban and they had demanded Rs20 million for his release.


Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah had called Khan to his office for a meeting at 2 pm Wednesday. Khan said that if Mengal was not recovered, they will go on a protest and stop their tankers and trailers throughout Pakistan.

Meanwhile, SP Shah Faisal Town Abdul Qayoom Pitafi denied any kidnapping at the airport and said that he had no information regarding any such incident.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 22/07/2009)
Target killings present grave challenge to govt

Over the past six months, the menace of target killings has beset Karachi with a new and graver challenge. Eminent personalities, political activists and businessman as well as several police officers who had taken active part in the operation against terrorists and criminals all fell prey to target killings. 


A number of political activists were killed in the recent spate of target killings, with most of them belonging to Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM-H). According to an estimate, more than 150 political activists were gunned down, 60 of whom belonged to MQM-H, while the rest were affiliated with Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Awami National Party (ANP), Pakistan Muslim League (PML) and others. 


Cases of kidnapping for ransom and other heinous crimes were rampant but owing to slow process of investigation the culprits in most of the cases could not be taken to task.


The province in general and the metropolitan city of Karachi in particular have also been confronted with the ever-increasing menace of lawlessness in various realms for the last several months, which have resulted in a sharp increase in crimes of various dimensions. 


During the past six months, more than 56 cases of kidnapping for ransom were reported, of which some cases were detected and 24 abductees were recovered safely. Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC) in coordination with Citizen-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) arrested 62 suspects along with arms recovery. Besides, two suspects were killed during encounter with police while seven others were injured. 


An increase was also witnessed in vehicle theft and snatching cases during the past six months, as 697 cars were snatched and 1,676 were stolen from various parts of the city. Similarly, 1,493 motorcycles were snatched and 5,219 were stolen from various parts of the city. Cases of cell phone snatching also spiked up during the said period despite the ban on pillion riding. Approximately 20,000 cell phones were snatched or stolen from various parts of the city while the city also witnessed an unprecedented upsurge in street crimes.


Owing to security alert in the city, more than 200 check posts have been set up in Karachi, particularly at the entry and exit points of the city. ACLC also set up a check-post, namely 54 Kilometer, but the growing cases of vehicle theft could not be controlled. Similarly, no major recovery of cell phones was shown by the Sindh Police during the said period.


During the past six months, 1,274 police encounters took place in various areas, during which 54 suspects were killed and 107 were injured. About 924 suspects were arrested, while 59 bandits were caught, tortured and handed over by people to the police, of whom two died due to severe injuries. 


Traffic accidents claimed more than 450 lives during the period under review. Some 37 drivers were arrested by the police, while 17 were caught by the people and handed over to the police. More than 40 cases of suicide were also reported.


Ariel firing at marriage ceremonies and other gatherings claimed 19 lives, including five minors and three women. It may be noted that police do register FIRs of such incidents but the main suspects remain at large, while such activity has been going on despite the ban on aerial firing. 


During the said period, 352 people were shifted to Civil Hospital Karachi’s Burns Ward, of whom 162 were women and 13 children. Some 117 burns cases of men were reported at CHK. Besides, 23 decomposed bodies were found from seashore areas, of which 11 were identified by their families, while the rest unclaimed corpses were lying at the Edhi cold storage.


Crime Chart

Political Target Killing 
150

Cars Snatch 

697

Cars Stolen 

1676

Motorcycles Snatched 
1493

Motorcycles Stolen 

5219

Kidnapping for Ransom 
56

Abductees Recovered 
24

Cellphones snatched 
20,000

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 22/07/2009)
Third force & Karachi killings

THE MQM has been lately accused by a section of the press of carrying out killings in Karachi. This is wrong. 


It may be recalled that in 1995 an operation against the MQM was carried out in full force. Almost all key MQM people were put behind bars. It was then claimed that the MQM’s back was broken and most of its leaders, workers were dead or imprisoned. 

But still target killings and bombings of religious institutions continued unabated. No one was caught, leave alone identified. 

There were then undoubtedly almost a dozen of what I call sleeper cells in Karachi. Obviously over the years, with the rise of religious extremism and terrorism, they have multiplied. 


From Jan 1, 2009 till date, more than 31 MQM workers, public representatives and supporters were assassinated by the very same killers whom we called silent executioners from the sleeper cells. Only last month 19 were shot dead, and this month (July 18h ) eight were killed by assassins. 


The killers are past masters in their field because they are trained in this faculty. Some sadistic friends would, however; suggest that the MQM could kill their own people. In that case, I would not argue further and leave it to the readership. 


Ironically, a section of our English media has accused the MQM of involvement in the present spree of violence. But the fact is that the MQM did not censure or complain or file any FIR against any groups: religious, political or otherwise for these senseless and clueless targeted murders. 


So much hype is created against the MQM that an English daily (not Dawn) puts the target killing figure for Karachi at 700. That was preposterous. 


Perhaps it was a mix-up for the total killed in Pakistan and Fata in one year, including deaths from suicide bombing and due to acts of religious terrorism. 


Karachi’s CCPO has given two controversial statements on the law and order situation: one, police resources are insufficient compared to the number of target killers and, two, the killings are politically-motivated and he (CCPO) is helpless and cannot cope it against the culprits. 


Not a long ago he had mentioned his inability to take action against massive encroachment by the land mafia, dubbing it as politically motivated and suggesting that it should be resolved politically. 


If the two major problems of Karachi — target killings and encroachment by the land mafia — are stated by the Karachi police chief to be politically-motivated, then these are not appropriate statements. 


He is abdicating from his job to protect 20 million citizens of Karachi. To seek a transfer from Karachi is a more dignified and suitable way than to stay put. 


He should better learn a lesson from the senior police officials of the NWFP. Though they are fighting against odds and suffering heavy casualties, they have not surrendered to the Taliban and, above all, they did not say that this was a political issue. 


A senior government official who admits his ineptness in public has no moral basis to serve.


To those who are still prejudiced and have some resentment against the MQM, my advice is that much has changed since 1992. Pakistan has significantly changed, so has its province and its commercial hub Karachi. 


We have to wrestle against a new and common adversary who does not believe in the reason and logic. 


KUNWAR KHALID YUNUS 

Muttahida Qaumi Movement, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 23/07/2009)

Guarding our liberties

PRIME MINISTER Yousuf Raza Gilani is reported to have said that the order to arrest people indulging in anti-government jokes via SMS and emails would not be implemented. 


The whole episode of the ban on cyber jokes indicates two things about Pakistan’s democracy. One, that it is so fragile that any dictator can put an end to the liberties we take for granted. Secondly, there is an articulate civil society in the country which guards our liberties. 


We had this experience earlier when Gen Musharraf closed down TV channels threatening his dictatorship. It was generally assumed that the media had become too powerful for there to be a clampdown on it, but this turned out to be only partially true. Brute force was used in clamping down on the media. 


However, the other side of the story is that there are people willing to take risks to keep the freedom of the media intact. These are the ones who triumphed in the end. It is a battle which is going on even when we have a civilian government. 


Nevertheless, Pakistan is a country where a strong anti-democratic lobby exists as well. It is there because people are so disillusioned with bad governance that they do not have any faith in democracy itself. 


Some members of this lobby are members of the state or the armed forces or intelligence agencies who find authoritarian rule in their personal or professional interest. Many others are merely ordinary people who hanker after good governance and assume that their governments cannot provide them that. They want a messiah or a superman. This is dangerous since fascism is supported by people who want a strong leader and who do not value democratic restraints on the leader. 


It is often very distressing to talk to the anti-democratic lobby — consisting mostly of educated, middle-class people — whose level of political discourse does not rise beyond monetary corruption, misuse of power and other such matters. Their source of evidence never goes beyond hearsay and their analysis — if one can call it that — is based on conspiracy theories. 

Many Pakistanis settled abroad, especially in the US, also belong to the anti-democracy category. These people are enthusiastic supporters of military rule but everything a civilian government does is ridiculed or censured. However, if the civilian government or its important functionaries issue anti-democratic orders — such as those to arrest people sending SMS messages making fun of high government figures — then it must be taken to task. It cannot be spared simply because it is civilian and elected, and not military. 


Therefore, it is with relief that one turns to the proactive guardians of our liberties. They came out on the streets when Gen Musharraf had the audacity to throw out a sitting chief justice. The same kind of people forced President Asif Zardari to keep his word. They took to the streets when the PML-N government in Punjab was summarily removed. And now, true to form, they have taken up the cudgels on behalf of civil liberties when the SMS scandal surfaced. 


This kind of activism by human rights groups, prominent columnists, letter writers and television personalities are our main protection against dictatorship. But for this we would have been some Middle Eastern or Latin American dictatorship. 


However, we talk in our drawing rooms, offices, seminars and discussions with a frankness one normally associates with established democracies. Indeed, foreigners are often surprised that even under military rule we have the courage to express our views openly on most issues. 


Amartya Sen once wrote about the ‘argumentative Indian’ giving the hypothesis that the habit of talking about everything under the sun ensures the continuity of a tradition of pluralism and tolerance in South Asia. I believe he is right and that, despite military rule and religious fanaticism, much of our basic culture of pluralism and tolerance remains. 


This culture was sustained in our tea houses and roadside cafes. Intellectuals met and discussed everything ranging from Marx to Maudoodi during the 1960s. Now that is no more, but blogs and SMS have taken their place. The anonymity of the blog allows people to unburden themselves. 


Since ours is a religious and traditional society where orthodoxy and the suppression of sex are the norm, most bloggers write to question these societal orthodoxies. It is a safe way to allow people to unburden themselves, find answers to questions which cause them anguish and to discover that there are others like them. 


The SMS enables a community of congenial companions to share jokes, concerns, interests and answers to questions. If it is banned it would be a serious setback to our culture. It would be a step towards the kind of retrogressive change which would take us away from our tolerant and pluralistic as well as fun-loving culture. 


All authoritarian cultures kill humour and promote fascism and cruelty. It is only with humour than we can puncture our own inflated egos and those of others who may have power over us but are as fallible as ourselves. Moreover, suppressing 


the freedom to talk, joke, write and make speeches takes away our courage. And without courage a nation is like sheep that can be herded to an Orwellian animal farm where they toil endlessly as the upper classes enjoy the fruits of their labour. 


Let us hope our leaders realise that a liberal democracy is for their survival too. If they march towards authoritarianism there are those in the wings who are better at marching than them. So, three cheers for democracy; for the guardians of our liberties; for our freedom to keep sending whatever kind of texts we like.

(By Dr. Tariq Rahman, Dawn-7, 23/07/2009)

Four Muttahida men booked for killing head constable

KARACHI, July 22: Four workers of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement were booked on Wednesday for killing a head constable, who was said to have played an active role in the 1992 police operation in the city, in a midnight attack near his house in Orangi Town. 


The Pakistan Bazaar police said that the victim, Murad Khan, son of Nizam Uddin, a resident of Gulshan-i-Zia, was sitting at a tyre puncture shop half a kilometre from his house when at around 12.15am four attackers on two motorcycles sprayed him with volleys of bullets. He died instantly, they added. 


The victim’s younger brother, Shah Alam, who lodged the murder case (FIR 312/2009), named Mohammed Manzoor alias Bakar, Qayyum alias Bakra, Mohammed Sabir, and Munir alias Moon Video Wala, who, according to the complainant, were activists of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement. 


The complainant alleged that he saw the four Muttahida men standing in the locality when he was going to buy bread from a nearby restaurant. He stated that he also saw the four suspects riding away on two motorcycles after killing his brother, whose bullet-riddled body was later surrounded by area people. 


The area SP, Asad Raza, told Dawn that the attackers used AK-47 (Kalashnikov) rifles and pistols of 30 bore in the killing of the head constable, who remained posted in Orangi Town from 1993 to 1999. “The police secured four spent bullet casings of the AK-47 rifles and seven of pistols,” he said. 


The body was later shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the wounds suggested that the victim, the father of three, had been hit by seven bullets from a very close range as all the bullets went through his body. 


Police sources said that suspect Qayyum had come out of jail four days ago after having been acquitted in all 10 cases against him. They said that suspect Manzoor was charge-sheeted and declared an absconder in the killing case of a PPP activist, Abdus Salam alias Salamu, in Orangi Town a few months ago. 

Earlier, they said, as many as 19 criminal cases, including some murder cases, were withdrawn against Manzoor under the National Reconciliation Ordinance. The sources said that Sabir was also wanted in a separate criminal case. 


Meanwhile, the police sources said that the victim, currently posted at the Saeedabad police station, had been on medical leave since July 10, 2009. 


They said that the policeman remained posted at the Pakistan Bazaar police station from 1993 to 1999. The sources said that he was shifted to the police headquarters, west, in 1999 and was posted at the Mominabad police station in 2003. He was again posted at the Pakistan Bazaar police station in December 2003 and was transferred to the Saeedabad police station in May 2004. 


The police said the victim had been receiving death threats for the past four days. 


Man killed, wife injured

A 30-year-old man was shot dead and his wife wounded allegedly by the brother of his third wife in Muslimabad in the remit of the Quaidabad police station. 


The police said that the suspect, Tibrez, hailing from Hazara, NWFP, came to the house of his sister, Faiza, at around 10am. They said that his sister tried to lock the door when she saw her brother. 


They said that the suspect, however, forced his entry into the house and shot and wounded his sister. Then, they said, the suspect pumped three bullets into Shah Mohammed, hailing from Peshawar, and fled. 


The police said that the suspect, owner of a cellular phone shop in the locality, was later arrested in the remit of the Awami Colony police station and the pistol he had allegedly used in the offence was seized from him. 


They said that the victim man, who already had two wives in his hometown, had married Faiza some five months ago, although the woman’s family had reservations over the matrimonial alliance. 


The police quoted the suspect as saying that he opted for such an extreme action as his brother-in-law was contemplating a fourth marriage. 


The body and the wounded woman were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where medico-legal sources said that the dead man received three bullets in his skull, chest and left arm. They said that the woman, who was shot in her right leg, was in a stable condition. 


The police registered a case (FIR 281/2009) against the suspect under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 324 (attempted murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s father, Taj Mohammed.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 23/07/2009)

Policeman gunned down

KARACHI: Two people, including a policeman, were killed on Wednesday in separate acts of violence. As per details, a policeman named Murad alias Sepoy, who had played an active role in 1992’s Karachi operation, was gunned down when he was standing near the Mashallah Coach bus stand, within the limits of Pakistan Bazaar police station. Unidentified men came on two motorbikes, shot him seven times and managed to flee.


The police have registered an FIR on behalf of the deceased’s brother against Mohammad Manzoor, Qayyum alias Bakra, Sabir and Munir alias video wala. 


Meanwhile, a man was killed and his wife wounded within the jurisdiction of Quaidabad police station. Police officials said that the deceased Shah Muhammad 30, was had already been married thrice and was supposed to get married for the fourth time but unknown assailants put that plan on hold when they broke into his house and shot at him and his 23-year-old wife Faiza. Both the injured were taken to the hospital where Mohammad succumbed to his injuries while the doctors said that Faiza was in a critical condition. Police suspect that Faiza’s family is behind the assassination.

(DailyTimes-B1, 23/07/2009)

Elderly man shot dead

KARACHI, July 23: A 70-year-old man was shot dead on Thursday at his house in Mianwali Colony, a shantytown in the remit of the Pirabad police station. 


The police said that the victim, Bashar, son of Habib, was a rag-picker and he was killed by unidentified attackers. 


The body was moved to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for an autopsy. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section said that the elderly victim was hit by three bullets, two in the head and one in the chest. 


The police registered a case (430/2009) against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) on the complaint of the victim’s eldest son, Wali Khan. 


The police said that the incident seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity.

(Dawn-15, 24/07/2009)

35-year-old mason slaughtered

KARACHI, July 23: A 35-year-old man was slaughtered in Manzoor Colony in the remit of the Baloch Colony police station. 


The police said that the victim, Manzoor, son of Bashir, a resident of house 28, Gali 9, was sleeping outside his house when unidentified attacker(s) slit his throat. 

They said that the victim, the father of five, was a mason by profession and he had played an active role in the second marriage of his wife’s brother. 


No case was registered till late as the police were still probing the matter. 


Crushed to death 

A 45-year-old unidentified man was crushed under the wheels of Mehran Express while crossing the tracks near Kala Pull.  The body was kept at the Edhi morgue after medico-legal proceedings at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre.

(Dawn-15, 24/07/2009)

Private security guards ‘posing’ as police, FC men

KARACHI, July 24: Taking advantage of the lax enforcement of the regulations governing the activities of private security agencies, some firms have begun to flout the law by using uniforms and vehicles which resemble those belonging to law enforcement agencies. 


Furthermore, according to official figures, private security guards are outnumbering police personnel by almost three to one. 


A growing number of private security agencies and private guards are using uniforms and vehicles that are similar to those used by the police force and Frontier Constabulary, thus creating confusion about their identities. 

A senior intelligence officer said that the situation could be “exploited by miscreants”, as they could use uniforms or vehicles resembling those used by the police to carry out “subversive activities in the city”. 


Strangely, none of these violations have been looked into by the Sindh home department. 


A mall in the Clifton area, for example, is being guarded by private security personnel wearing uniforms almost identical to those worn by the police’s commando unit. Their uniforms comprise a black t-shirt, light brown trousers, a cap and boots. The only item missing is the official police belt, which bears the official number of each policeman. 


Similarly, several private security agencies have adopted uniforms similar to those used by the Frontier Constabulary. They move around the city in pick-up trucks often bearing revolving lights and hooters similar to the ones used on police mobiles, and they are usually seen escorting some large vehicle bearing at best an invalid number plate, if one is present at all. 


At times such personnel are seen moving about the city while not escorting anyone, as well. 


Perhaps taking their cue from police officers, who often yell at civilians or point guns at them when clearing the way for senior government officials on city roads, private security guards have now also begun to harass the populace. 

Agencies regulated by home dept 

The regulation of private security agencies falls within the ambit of the Sindh home department, which issues licences for the operations of any agency. Sindh Home Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan, speaking to Dawn, described the practice of imitating police or FC uniforms as “illegal”, and warned that the licences of agencies found to be using such uniforms could be cancelled. 


City police chief Waseem Ahmed observed that there had been considerable growth in the number of security agencies, and that there was a need for proper regulation of their operations, including their uniforms, arms licences and proper police verification. 


According to official estimates, there are around 80,000 security guards, against 29,000 police personnel, in Karachi alone.The chairman of the All Pakistan Security Agencies Association (APSAA), retired Brig Rashid Ali, told Dawn that the practice of wearing uniforms that are similar to police or FC uniforms was not allowed. He said it was only done by a few security agencies. 


The government had clearly specified that private security guards should wear blue uniforms and they could use badges on their caps so that a distinction could be made between the security guards of different agencies, chariman Malik explained. He expressed regret that no action was taken against security agencies who were flouting the rules. 


Mr Malik also asserted that customers should be “more aware”, and should check the validity of the licence held by an agency before employing them. 


At a press conference held in May this year, the APSAA chief said that 200 security agencies were registered with the association from all over the country and these were operating after obtaining licences and other required formalities from the government agencies concerned. 


But, he said, there was a need to check the working of several other unregistered and unlicensed security agencies in the country.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 25/07/2009)

DHA man found gunned down

KARACHI, July 24: A 35-year-old man was shot dead in the small hours of Friday in Phase 2 of Defence Housing Authority, police said. 


They said that the victim, Munir Ahmed, son of Ahmed Bux, a resident of Punjab Colony, was an employee of the DHA. 

He was believed to have been on his way back home on his motorcycle when unidentified culprit(s) killed him at around 2.40am. 


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. 


Sources in the hospital’s medico-legal section said that the victim, the father of two, had been shot in the forehead from point-blank range as the bullet had gone through his skull, blowing off the back of the head. 


The police registered a case (FIR 370/2009) against an unidentified attacker under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s father. 


The police said that the victim originally hailed from Muzaffargarh, Punjab, and his murder seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity.

(Dawn-13, 25/07/2009)

Two dead in failed hit on JSQM chief

A rally of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), being led by JSQM Chairman, Basheer Khan Kureshi, was ambushed in the Malir Cantonment police limits on Friday as a result of which a senior JSQM leader and an assailant were killed. After the attack, the areas of Khokharapar, Shah Latif, Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Sachal were tense and sporadic incidents of firing in the air were also reported. 


As per the details, a few days ago some activists of the JSQM were killed in Karachi and in interior Sindh by unidentified persons. Recently, armed men had killed a young JSQM activist Zulfiqar Mallah in Sikander Goth. 


In reaction to the murders, JSQM Chairman, Basheer Khan Kureshi, announced a protest rally on Friday. 

According to police and party sources, Friday’s JSQM rally, after passing through various parts of Gulshan, Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Sachal, reached the Race Course Ground Road, where it was attacked. Four armed men riding a motorcycle appeared on the scene of whom two got off near Kureshi’s car and opened indiscriminate fire on the vehicle, killing Mushtaq Khaskheli, President, JSQM, Thatta Division. 


In reaction to the ambush, Kureshi’s guards also opened fire resulting in injuries to two attackers, who were then overpowered by the guards and public. The two were taken into the guards’ custody along with their Kalashnikovs During the commotion, the other two accused sped away. 


The angry participants of the rally started beating the injured assassins due to which one of them died, while the other lost consciousness. In the meantime, a heavy contingent of police also reached the spot and took the injured criminal into custody and shifted the two dead to the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC). On the way to the hospital, the injured accused identified himself as Ijaz but again fell unconscious. Police sources said that deceased Mushtaq Khaskheli and the deceased criminal had received multiple bullet wounds on their bodies. The injured criminal Ijaz received two bullet wounds, but he was brutally beaten by the mob, who also broke his arms. 


After the killing of Khaskheli, the participants and activists of JSQM fired in the air, burnt tyres, blocked the roads for vehicular traffic. 


Police sources said that, during investigation of the incidents, they had searched the pockets of killed suspects and they had recovered some cards of various departments including a card in which the deceased attacker’s name was mentioned as Mustafa Zahid and his designation a clerk of PMA, Gadap Town. They added that they had sent a request for confirmation regarding deceased Zahid . 


Moreover, the injured, during a questioning session by the police, identified himself as Ijaz and then as Rehan, then Sajid and uptil now he had given seven to eight names regarding his identity. Police personnel were deployed near the injured criminal to take his statement and prevent him from fleeing the hospital. 


The injured criminal is still in a precarious condition. 


DIG East Zone Abdul Khalique Shaikh said that an FIR has been registered at Malir Cantt police station on the complaint of M Naeem, a JSQM activists against the accused persons.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 25/07/2009)
‘Missing’ MMA man in court

Ex-legislator named in plot to kill Pole

ISLAMABAD, July 25: Shah Abdul Aziz, a former member of the National Assembly, was handed over to Attock police on Saturday for a two-day physical remand for his alleged involvement in the kidnapping and killing of a Polish engineer. 


In a statement before court, a police official said Abdul Aziz, a resident of Karak, had been arrested by the Islamabad police and gave some clues about the kidnapping and beheading of Piotr Stanczak, a Polish geologist. 

Aziz had been missing since May and was last seen on his way to meet the former Khateeb of Lal Masjid, Maulana Abdul Aziz. It was believed that he had been picked up by security agencies, but until Saturday he remained missing and no one claimed his arrest. 


Aziz, along with another suspect in the engineer’s murder Attaullah, was brought to Anti-Terrorism Court-II in an armoured personnel carrier under the protection of Islamabad and Attock police. 


The judge granted remand to the police of the former MNA, who was elected on the ticket of MMA in 2002. The Bosal police also obtained two days’ physical remand of Attaullah. 


The Polish engineer was abducted in September last year from the field camp of a Polish seismic survey company, in the jurisdiction of the Bosal police station in Jand tehsil of Attock district. The gunmen before kidnapping the engineer killed his security guard Constable Mohammad Saleem, driver Inayatullah and assistant driver Mohammad Riaz. In February this year, the kidnappers released a seven-minute video about the beheading of the engineer. 


The MNA was arrested and given in police custody in the light of a statement recorded by Attaullah, arrested on July 15 in Jalal Adah area, near Pirwadhai, by the Islamabad police. 


Sources quoted the statement recorded before a magistrate (a CrPc-164 statement) of the alleged terrorist, Attaullah, in which he said he, along with Mufti Ilyas, Hussain and Bilal, had kidnapped the Polish engineer, Stanczak, from Attock and detained him in Teera Mozai on the direction and support of the former MNA, Shah Abdul Aziz, last year.They demanded Rs50 million and release of their accomplices Fasihullah and Waseem and others arrested for their alleged involvement in a suicide attack on a lawyers’ convention on July 17, 2007. 


Attaullah disclosed that the former MNA had good relations with Taliban commander Tariq and used to meet him. He said Abdul Aziz had suggested to the commander to kidnap the Polish engineer to not only raise money but also pressurised the government to release their accomplices. 


He said that during engineer’s detention the former legislator had negotiated with the government. “Abdul Aziz asked commander Tariq at a meeting to kill the engineer if he did not return in a week,” he said, adding that he was also present at the meeting. 


“Mufti Ilyas and his brother Hussain slaughtered the Polish engineer after a week. I only held his legs,” Attaullah said in the statement. He also confessed to target killings, bomb blasts and kidnapping for ransom. 


Attaullah, who belongs to the banned outfit Lashkar-i-Jhangvi and Taliban of Dara Khyber, said he had assisted suicide attacks on Kohat GOC residence near the flag staff house in 2004, on a mosque at ex-58 ECE Battalion in Kohat in 2005 and on the main gate of 2 Training Battalion ex-signal training centre in Kohat in 2007, along with Abdul Ghafoor, Abdul Samad, Mufti Rashid, Usama, Umer Farooq and Hazafa. 


Abdul Wali, Bilal and Abdul Rashid were the suicide bombers in the attacks, he added.

(By Muhammad Azeem and Mudassir Raja, Dawn-1, 26/07/2009)

Milkman shot dead by fleeing bandits

KARACHI, July 25: A 35-year-old man was killed near his house on Saturday when two dacoits on the run opened fire on the people following them in Shershah, witnesses and police said. 


They said that the victim, Azad, son of Muzaffar, a resident of Gali 34 in C-Area, was on his way on a motorcycle when he noticed a group of residents chasing the bandits. 


The witnesses said that the victim, a milkman, rode after the bandits who opened fire on him near Preetam Das Road. 


They said that the fatally wounded man, the father of three, died on his way to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal department said the victim was hit by a bullet to his head which went through the skull. 


The Shershah police registered a murder case against two unidentified bandits on the complaint of the victim’s father.

(Dawn-13, 26/07/2009)

High-ups turn blind eye to armed

Despite the passage of over three weeks, there has not been a single arrest in a case pertaining to the armed attack on a court bailiff and a police party in PECHS Block 2 on July 1. The bailiff and the police party that were attacked, were acting on court orders to vacate a house that has been in the illegal possession of the leadership of the Sunni Tehreek (ST) for over three years.


Now, however, a court has ordered that an FIR be registered against the person who owns the house and who has exhausted all legal avenues to have his family home returned to him.


It is a case that exposes the hollowness of the government and puts into question the ability of the political government and the bureaucracy to impose the rule of law in the city.


It may be recalled that there were plenty of questions raised right at the outset with regard to the intentions of the police when the initial FIR regarding the incident was registered against 60-70 “unknown” assailants.

This is despite the fact that it was only after the attack on the raiding party that the ensuing retaliatory fire by the police resulted in the death of one assailant – who was openly identified as an activist of the Sunni Tehreek.


Moreover, there has been no action regarding the implementation of the court orders, which continue to be flouted by the religio-political party.


When contacted by The News regarding why the FIR has been registered against “unknown” assailants, and whether there had been any progress therein, TPO of Jamshed Town, Javed Akbar Riaz insisted that the FIR had been registered with the names of the ST activists. This claim is incongruous with the information provided by the Ferozabad police station, which verified that the FIR had been registered against “unknown” assailants on the complaint of the court bailiff.


Conversely, the case has now taken an unexpected turn with the same police station set to register a counter FIR for murder against the initially aggrieved party – the additional home secretary Muhammad Riazuddin, whose family owns the disputed house located in PECHS. The order to lodge the FIR, according to the TPO Jamshed Town, came after court orders.


A private complaint was lodged by ST leader Faiyaz Qadri, who is occupying the house in question currently. The TPO said that the ST activists had approached the police to register an FIR on July 1, but they were turned away. Now, however, they had managed to obtain a court order for this purpose – and the police have acted instantaneously.


Yet, on the other hand, a case of neglected court orders and an open attack on the police and a court representative go unheard and unseen in the higher echelons of power. Inspector General of Sindh Babar Khattak and the Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed and even Home Minister Zulfikar Mirza are all in the know, but remain silent and apparently helpless in the face of armed threats.


It may be pointed out that this religious group is being promoted as a more moderate Islamic party as compared to some of the extremist religious parties in the country.


When contacted by The News, Muhammad Riazuddin said that he was perplexed by the FIR against him given that when he had gone along with the bailiff and the police team to have the house evicted as per the directions of the court, the team could barely get past the armed people and barricades that had been set up in the lane by the ST. He questioned how he could be accused of abusing and firing upon the occupants of the house when he was not at all in the forefront and the police themselves could not get past the armed activists of the ST.


“They were the ones who attacked us,” he said, adding that, in any case, he would not have been in the forefront in any case for fear of his life in a situation where armed activists had been confronted.


Giving details of the case, Riazuddin said that he had followed the due process of law and gone “by the book” and got three separate court verdicts in his favour to have the house evicted. Despite this, he said, he still did not have possession of the house that belongs to his mother.


Riazuddin said that he and his family had decided to give the house on rent back in September 2001 after deciding to move to the Defence Housing Authority. The house was given to a tenant, Faiyaz Qadri, for Rs20,000 per month. A few months later, in 2002, Riazuddin was informed that a leader of the Sunni Tehreek had moved into the house and barricades and other encroachments had been set up outside the house and in the lane – including bathrooms for activists that were always wandering outside the house and through the lane. Despite complaints to the KBCA and other authorities, no action was taken in this regard.


The matter came to a head after the tenants stopped paying rent in 2004. Upon enquiry, Faiyaz told Riazuddin that they had “decided” to buy the house – an offer that was never made by the owners – and for a sum of Rs4,000,000. “Take it or leave it,” the tenant warned. The house was then renamed “Qadri House” despite the owners’ insistence that they did not want to sell.


The area, and more specifically the lane in which the house is located has become a virtual no-go area for anyone – including the police themselves – in direct contravention of the law and policy of the current government. Meanwhile, the court’s orders remain un-implemented regarding the vacation of the house.


Instead of siding with the law, the police now wants to move against the aggrieved party.


The TPO Jamshed Town spoke to Riazuddin on Saturday informing him of the impending FIR – a conversation in which, claimed the additional home secretary, the TPO’s tone became threatening. 


The TPO told The News that the Additional Home Secretary apparently “did not understand such matters.”


One wonders if this is how an official of a department that is supposed to handle the security of the province is denied justice through the barrel of a gun, while the police remain mum, what chance do the hundreds of other regular civilians affected by cases such as these have?

(By Gibran Peshimam, The News-13, 27/07/2009)
Two MQM men killed in Baldia locality

KARACHI, July 27: Two workers of the Muttahida Quami Movement and their friend were gunned down on Monday by unidentified attackers in Mohajir Camp, Baldia Town, witnesses and police said. 


They said that Yaqoob alias Kalia, 38, a Muttahida activist, was sitting near his house along with a party supporter, Mohammed Shahid, 28, and his friend, Haresh Kumar, 26, when four attackers on two motorcycles opened fire on them. 


The witnesses said that the attackers rode away after their swift operation and the fatally wounded victims died on their way to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where autopsies were conducted on their bodies. 


They said that people ran here and there seeking shelter as the fleeing attackers also fired into the air. 


They said that tension and panic gripped parts of the Baldia Town and Saeedabad following the targeted killings as the shopkeepers pulled down the shutters and vehicular traffic disappeared from the streets. 


Faisal Sabzwari, a Muttahida leader and provincial minister for youth affairs, condemned the attack on party workers and said that it was aimed at destabilising the government and destroying the peaceful atmosphere in the city. 


The SHO of Saeedabad, Inspector Zahid Hussain Soomro, told Dawn that the victims were sitting at Gali 13, Rangar Mohallah, in the Sector D-3, when at around 8.30pm unidentified attackers opened fire on them. 

He said that Yaqoob was a Muttahida worker and Mohammed Shahid, a resident of Bismillah Chowk in the locality, was a party supporter. “Victim Haresh Kumar, hailing from Mirpurkhas, was Yaqoob’s friend and he had come to Karachi to visit him,” he added. 


He said that the attacker used 9mm pistols in the attack and the police secured over a dozen spent bullet casings from the crime-scene. 


Meanwhile, police sources said that Yaqoob, the father of a three-year-old son, was involved in 18 criminal cases registered with different police stations in the Baldia Town. 


The area nazim, Kamran Akhtar, told Dawn that the shopkeepers closed their shops in protest over the incident. He said that Yaqoob ran a rent-a-car business. 


Meanwhile, sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that Yaqoob was hit by seven bullets and Shahid by four bullets in their upper torsos from a very close range as all bullets went through their bodies. 


The police said that no case was registered till late in the night as the medico-legal proceedings were still being conducted. 


Two trainee policemen killed 

Two trainee policemen were killed in a traffic accident near the Jinnah bridge in the remit of the Jackson police. 


The police said that the victims, Syed Shahid Shah, 22, son of Sabir Shah, and Munir Ahmed, 20, son of Banaras, were on their way on a motorcycle when they were knocked down by a hit-and-run vehicle. 

They said that the trainee policemen, both residents of Mehmoodabad, were under training at the Police Training Centre at Saeedabad. 


The police said that the victims had obtained a night pass from the training centre and were going to their houses for an overnight stay. 

They said that a case against an unidentified driver of the unknown vehicle was registered on behalf of the state.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 28/07/2009)

Vested interests want to destabilise govt: Nasreen Jalil

City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil said on Wednesday that certain vested interests were adamant to destabilise the government and target killings in Karachi were a part of that strategy.


Talking to journalists after the conclusion of the City Council session, Jalil said that whenever adventurist elements want to destabilise a government, Karachi becomes their first target.


“Target killings are not in the interest of coalition partners in Sindh,” she said. “Karachi needs peace.”

She regretted that the City Council has been receiving letters from the Sindh government since June 10 raising objections over its decisions to promote certain officers and merits and de-merits should be discussed before taking such a decision. “They can ask us to rectify, they can’t ask us to set this aside,” she said, adding that such letters make the idea of decentralisation ‘null and void’.


Earlier, the City Council passed a resolution with a majority vote to convert amenity plots of the Post and Telegraph Colony in Saddar Town into residential land in accordance with powers accorded to it by the Sindh Local Government Ordinance-2001 and directed the CDGK to provide lease documents to the residents as early as possible.


The City Council also passed a resolution unanimously to regularise the residents of Hasrat Mohani Colony in accordance with Regularisation, Improvement and Development Regulation 1993 of the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority.


In yet another resolution passed through majority vote, the City Council converted the status of amenity plots in Essa Nagri in Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town into residential plots and regularised it and directed the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority to provide lease to its residents at the earliest.


The City Council discussed at great length the impact of recent rains the city. Zareena, a councilor from Lyari, said that the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KW&SB) should be directed to ensure regular supply of water to Lyari. Jumman Darwan of opposition benches said that City Nazim had pledged that Rs2.5 million would be given to every union council to carry on development work but it was not fulfilled. He said that there should be a thorough debate on the pros and cons of local bodies system and the government should allocate funds to union councilors directly.

Treasury members congratulated City Nazim on for bringing CNG buses on the city roads. Naseem Khan of opposition benches complained that eight computers had been donated by a non-governmental organisation to a school in Baldia Town but they were now being taken back. Ruquiya Khaskheli, a union councilor from Bin Qasim Town, complained that stagnant water was still present in her town. Saeed Ghani, Leader of the Opposition, said that all the actions of the City Council should be in accordance with “general policies” of the government.

(The News-13, 30/07/2009)
CDGK truck hijacked


Four men hijacked a truck of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) after threatening the driver at gunpoint, beating him up, and then tying his hands. According to some sources in the CDGK, Javaid, the truck driver of Arm Roll (AR) 12 had offloaded garbage at a landfill site at Jam Chakro, Surjani Town, at 12:30pm when four men took him hostage at gunpoint and got control of the truck. The vehicle is the part of the fleet of 200 trucks of the CDGK which were inducted in Jan 2007. The price of the truck is around seven million rupees. The hijackers who were riding a Suzuki Highroof, tied up the driver’s hands, and threw him in KDA Scheme Number 33 at 2:30 pm, before decamping with the truck. Sources said the driver after being released reported the matter at the Manghopir police station.

(The News-13, 30/07/2009)
7,571 cases of violence against women reported in 2008

As many as 7,571 cases of violence against women (VAW) had been reported across Pakistan in 2008. Around 1,380 of these cases are from Sindh, according to the National Report 2008 on Violence against Women, launched on Thursday by the Aurat Foundation. The report is part of the Foundation’s Policy and Data Monitor on VAW project.


There have been 4,416 incidents of violence against women in Punjab while 799, 767 and 209 incidents were reported in NWFP, Balochistan and Islamabad respectively.


Lala Hassan, a representative of the Aurat Foundation, said, however, that these figures did not exactly represent the actual number of incidents because a majority of them were not even reported.


Sindh Women’s Development Minister Tauqeer Fatima Bhutto appreciated the efforts of the Aurat Foundation for compiling the data, but added that non-governmental and civil society organisations, as well as the media, should also highlight the cases in which the accused have been arrested and punished.


‘Honour killing and other violent trends against women should be declared as terrorism,’ other speakers at the event demanded. They underlined various examples of extreme violence against women that caused fear among people. They recommended that the judiciary punish criminals severely even if the victim or her family forgave the accused under Diyat and Qisas.


Karachi Press Club (KPC) President Imtiaz Faran said that the figures given in the report would not even represent 30 per cent of the actual number of incidents. He further said that the murders that were committed in the name of “honour killing” should be termed “order killing” since they all pre-planned.


He said “I am not against the jirga system, but I object to ‘wrong decisions’ taken in jirgas.” 


MPA Humera Alwani said that women should shun the acceptability of violent trends against them and it should be considered a “public matter” instead of a private matter. “A punishment of at least five years should be implemented for physical abuse against women,” she said.

“The jirga system must be done away with or at least restricted to issues other than those involving women.” added MPA Humera Alwani.


Violence against women in Sindh in 2008

Incident 



No. of cases


Honour killing 


244

Murder 



240

Abduction and kidnapping 

172

Suicide 



146

Domestic violence 


101

Rape 



85

Gang-rape 


54

Attempted murder 


45

(The News-14, 31/07/2009)
1,445 IDPs in Sindh leave for home


KARACHI: The first batch of internally displaced persons (IDPs) belonging to Swat, Malakand and other troubled areas of NWFP and FATA left Sindh for their native towns on Thursday. 


Sindh government authorities including Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah were present to see IDPs off at a ceremony. A total of 1,445 IDPs, comprising 556 families including women and children, left for their homes by 26 air-conditioned buses arranged by the provincial government from old DC West office in the SITE area.

The IDPs had arrived from troubled areas of the NWFP and FATA some two months ago and had stayed in different parts of the province but majority of them had come to Karachi. The IDPs who returned in the first phase had stayed with their relatives in Orangi Town, Banaras, Baldia Town, Nazimabad, Kemari, Sultanabad, Sher Shah, Site and other Pakhtoon-dominated areas of the city. 


Speaking at the ceremony, Shah criticised the nationalists groups of the province who had opposed their arrival here, and termed their protest unjustified. He said that the provincial government had not restricted the IDPs from coming here, as Pakistan People's Party was a federal party. Besides, he added, the people of Sindh showed their traditional hospitality and welcomed their brothers in troubled times. 


Referring to the nationalists groups, the chief minister said that they were annoyed with the Sindh government as it allowed IDPs into the province, and started protesting since they had no other issue. "They were criticising only for the sake of criticism and spread negative propaganda but they have failed to achieve their motives," he added.


Shah criticised the nationalists saying that they were opposing the arrival of their countrymen but never raised hue and cry when people from other countries came in the past. 


The chief minister said that the provincial government has provided financial assistance to the IDPs returning to their homes and also made full security arrangements to ensure their safe return.


"The convoys of the IDPs have been sent with full security. The provincial government is also in contact with the Punjab and NWFP governments to ensure their safety on the way," he added. 


Speaking on the occasion, Awami National Party (ANP) leader Shahi Syed thanked the provincial government and the people of Sindh for helping the IDPs. 


Also present on the occasion were Sindh Minister for Revenue Jam Saifullah Dharejo, Sindh Minsiter for Labour Ameer Nawab, Sindh CM's advisers Rashid Rabbani, Siddiq Abu Bhai, special assistant on media Waqar Mahdi, PPP Karachi's acting president Asmatullah Khan, ANP's provincial secretary general, Amin Khatak, Board of Revenue's senior member Ghulam Ali Pasha, Home Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan and others.

(By Razzak Abro, DailyTimes-B1, 31/07/2009)

AUGUST

Two Muttahida men shot dead in Malir

The naib nazim of a Malir Town union council, belonging to the Haq Parast group, was shot dead by unidentified assailants in the Khokhrapar area on Saturday. A few hours earlier another worker of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was killed in a clash in Model Colony, in the same town, police said. 


They said Rana Riaz Ahmed, the naib nazim of the UC-3, Saudabad, was shot dead when he was visiting his under-construction home in Pak Kausar Town, a residential locality in the UC-2 of the town. 


“As he was sitting at the under-construction site, three gunmen arrived there and one of them fired a single bullet at him from a very close range,” said an official at the Khokhrapar police station. “He died on the spot and the killers escaped leaving no clue about the mode of transport they had used. It’s still not known whether they arrived there on a motorbike, four-wheeler or on foot.” 


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for medico-legal formalities. Tension gripped Malir Town as shops were forced to close and regular traffic turned thin. 

“Businesses in the area came to a halt after the incident, but there is no law and order problem. Public buses and other vehicles are operating as usual,” said Inspector Shabbir Mustafa, the SHO of the Khokhrapar police station. 


The 47-year-old victim was a former employee of Pakistan Steel Mills, from where he had got early retirement under a golden handshake scheme a few years ago. 


He was elected naib nazim of the union council from the MQM-backed Haq Parast group in the 2005 local body elections. 


Resident of D-1 area, Rana left a wife, a 20-year-old daughter and a 17-year-old son. Records at the area police station suggested that the under- construction plot was a source of dispute between the late naib nazim and his rivals. 


“We have learned through some old records that there was a dispute over the ownership of the plot and this matter was taken to court in 2004,” said an investigator at the Khokhrapar police station. “But the investigations are still open, as Rana was a political person and a targeted killing cannot be ruled out.” 


A few hours after the incident, an armed clash in Model Colony, UC-1 of the same Malir Town, led to the killing of a young activist of the MQM’s Pakhtun-Punjabi Organising Committee. The area police said 20-year-old Muhammad Rashid was killed when a group of youths was attacked by unidentified persons when they were trying to have area businesses closed. 


“A group of youths was seen in Sheet 27 of Model Colony telling shopkeepers to pull down their shutters,” said DSP Farooq Sher Zaman, an area supervisory police officer. “As they reached near the Quetta Malang Hotel, several bullets were fired on them from an unknown side, which hit Rashid, who died on the spot.” 

He said the police found two TT pistols at the scene, and took the dead victim, a resident of the same area and the youngest among seven siblings, to the JPMC. 


MQM leadership condemned the killings. A statement issued by the MQM’s coordination committee demanded arrest of the killers. “During the last seven months some 36 activists and supporters of the party, including elected members of the local bodies, have been killed,” said the statement.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 02/08/2009)
Rioters were led by masked men from Jhang

ISLAMABAD: The government on Sunday asked Minister for Minority Affairs Shahbaz Bhatti to work in coordination with the government of Punjab to unmask the elements behind the Gojra violence, well-placed sources told Dawn. 

They said the government had received information that a group of armed ‘miscreants’, with masked faces had come from Jhang and led the violence against Christians on the pretext of desecration of the Holy Quran. 


The sources said a mob went on rampage after some youths had delivered provocative speeches and set on fire some houses and places of worship. “The minority minister has been asked to work closely with the provincial government and expose the people responsible for the tragic incident.” 


They said the government believed that the incident had been planned to trigger riots between Christians and Muslims and the government was not ruling out involvement of an external hand. 


President Asif Ali Zardari has also asked Mr Bhatti to proceed to Gojra and stay there till the situation calms down and affected people return to their homes. 


President’s spokesman Farhatullah Babar said the president had taken a serious notice of the Gojra incident and he was concerned about the violence as well as the wrong signals it had sent about the country and its people to the international community. 


Recently in Kasur, houses of Christians had been torched and the latest incident has forced the government to handle the situation with firmness. 


The president said in a statement that under no circumstances could anyone be allowed to take law into his hand to settle real or perceived grievances. “It is the responsibility of the state to protect citizens under attack from a handful of vengeful and armed groups in the name of religion,” he said. 


President Zardari appealed to all sections of society to make concerted and combined efforts to repair the social fabric that has often been shredded by some individuals and some organised groups behind the façade of religious sensitivities.

(By Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn-1, 03/08/2009)
Home ministry seeks judge to probe targeted killings

KARACHI, Aug 2: The Sindh home department has asked the law department to recommend a serving or retired judge for the launch of a judicial inquiry into the targeted killings that have gripped the city for the last several months. 


Sources close to the process and the officials concerned confirmed that this request was made with a clear understanding that similar initiatives — such as those carried out to probe the April 9 carnage and November 2008 ‘ethnic’ violence — could not unveil the faces behind the incidents. 


“The home department has recently approached the law ministry to suggest any judge, whether retired or serving, who can carry out proper investigations into the targeted killings,” said a source privy to the recent correspondence between the two ministries. “The process started after Interior Minister Rehman Malik announced that a judicial inquiry into the incidents would be held.” 


However, a senior official sounded sceptical about the outcome of such an inquiry, citing a similar probe lunched into the April 9 incidents by a serving judge of the Sindh High Court that failed to identify the culprits behind the violence. 


At least 10 people were killed — six of them burnt to death in an arson attack on Tahir Plaza on M.A. Jinnah Road — when violence erupted in the city after groups of lawyers clashed at the City Courts on April 9, 2008, a day after the manhandling of former federal minister Dr Sher Afgan Khan Niazi in Lahore. 


“So this time the home department has made a clear-cut request to seek services of a judge who is willing to accomplish the required task,” added the official. 


When asked about the fate of the inquiry tribunal set up to identify the perpetrators and motives behind last year’s ‘ethnic’ violence, he said the particular body had also not yet reached a conclusion. 


More than 40 people were killed in the violence that broke out on Nov 30 and lasted for three days. 


Since its formation in December 2008, the tribunal has been unable to initiate the inquiry as an indifferent response by the authorities to the scheduled proceedings at the Circuit House II left those at the helm of affairs with no option but to allow more time to the relevant authorities for making proper arrangements to hold proceedings. 


Contrary to official claims, retired Justice Ali Muhammad Baloch, heading the tribunal, alleged that the authorities concerned were not serious in the matter and the tribunal was not getting the necessary official assistance. 

“We have requested them several times to provide security and the necessary staff to enable us to formally begin the proceedings, but they haven’t paid any heed to our request,” he said. “It has been more than a month that the tribunal last met to review the arrangements. Since then the authorities concerned have taken no step forward. We still don’t have the necessary staff and resources to begin formal proceedings.” 


If past experiences and results are anything to go by, the judicial inquiry into the targeted killing of political activists has a feeble chance of achieving its goal. 

The data compiled by the police authorities shows that since January about 100 activists of different political and religious parties have been killed in the city. 


The police investigators have alr- eady shown their helplessness in resolving the issue due to political influences. 

“We have all the details about the youths who have been involved in the targeted killings, but political considerations and constraints have deterred us from picking up the suspects,” Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed had said earlier this month.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 03/08/2009)

Govt remained inactive during Gojra tragedy

In a press conference held at the Holy Trinity Church on Monday evening, Bishop Sadiq Daniel strongly condemned the brutal atrocities committed against the Christian community in Gojra, and said that no act of blasphemy had occurred in the area.


While speaking to journalists, he expressed disappointment over the government’s attitude and said that it chose to remain indifferent when the entire village was being burnt down. “We will never raise this issue on the international level nor will we accept aid from foreign countries, as it is the duty of the government to provide us security, and take care of our needs and if the government will not support us and help in the rebuilding process, then we will contribute ourselves to help our brothers who are in pain,” he said. He also said that no government officials had yet contacted the Church of Pakistan. He also questioned why the Christians were being targeted in the Punjab only and that too on a frequent basis.


“Since the officials had turned a blind eye towards the incident when a village was burnt two to three days ago, on August 1 the miscreants had the guts to burn another village, and had reign over the area for almost eight to 10 hours. While the actions of the arsonists were being broadcast live on television, the officials took no notice,” he said.


In this regard, the bishop contacted Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad who contacted the president who then gave orders to the rangers to take control of the situation. 


While appealing to the president, prime minister, chief minister of Punjab, and the Chief Justice, he told them to take stern actions against the criminals so that they are never able to indulge in such brutalities against the minorities. “I am thankful to the president who gave orders for a judicial inquiry, and has promised to take stern action against the culprits. We also appeal that the Black Laws through Parliament should be eliminated. We also appeal to the authorities to immediately arrest DCO Sikander Baloch, DPO and the Muslim League (N) Nazim, he added.


The bishop on the occasion informed the media that, as the Acting Moderator of the Church of Pakistan, he will visit Gojra tomorrow and will try to meet the Punjab chief minister and inform him about the grievances of the Christian Community. He urged the media to highlight the brutalities of the ones who call themselves Muslims yet are committing such atrocities.

(The News-13, 04/08/2009)
In the name of religion

THIS month we will be commemorating for the 62nd year running the carnage which engulfed the subcontinent in the name of religion — violence in the name of religion refuses to dissipate. 


Yet again the land of five rivers has witnessed a spate of communal violence in which seven people were burnt alive, and much property and scores of houses ravaged. After 62 years the perpetrators and the victims have changed, but the motives and background remain the same. 


Last weekend around 100 houses were looted and burned in and around Gojra. A few weeks ago dozens of houses were sacked and torched in Kasur. In both these incidents the perpetrators were from the Muslim community and the victims hapless Christians, with allegations that members of the minority community had desecrated copies of the Quran. Whatever the truth of these allegations, the response was completely disproportionate and criminal. 


Just as in 1947-48 when Muslims lost their lives at the hands of Hindus because of their religion and Hindus were killed by Muslims for the same reason, here too some elements targeted the Christian community because of its faith. Such shameful behaviour, which in 1947 created wounds so deep that they have yet to heal, is still common in Pakistan. 


A number of commentators blame the current levels of intolerance (be it between Sunnis and Shias or between Muslims and Christians or Hindus) on the Islamisation policies of Ziaul Haq. No doubt Gen Zia brought in the Hudood Ordinances and the blasphemy laws, but the sentiments today do not simply have their roots in questionable laws introduced in the Zia era. Even though Muslim-Christian riots invariably involve the issue of blasphemy, the central reason for the carnage which ensues is not the law but a general belief that violence in the name of religion is acceptable. Very few people were charged in either India or Pakistan for the 1947-48 massacres, nor were the perpetrators of the anti-Ahmedi riots in the 1950s brought to justice. Most instigators of Shia-Sunni violence also roam free, while the general tone after attacks on Christians has been of ‘forgiving and forgetting’. 

When the last major attack on Christians took place in November 2005 in Sangla Hill in Punjab, I was involved in writing a full report of the incident for the National Council for Interfaith Dialogue led by the formidable Fr Francis Nadeem. During my research I attended many reconciliation meetings. The tone of all these meetings was very conciliatory and to an extent encouraging. However, at every meeting I heard “next time, we will 


not do this” (several houses, churches and a convent school had been torched by a mob in Sangla Hill). After hearing that I always wondered, what would these people do the next time there was such an allegation? If they will not torch their houses, will they just shoot them? Also, why is there always a mention of a ‘next time’? Why should there ever be a ‘next time’? 


Giving compensation to the victims (which was done in Shantinagar in 1997 and Sangla Hill in 2005) will never solve the problem since there is always the threat of a ‘next time’ which occurred later in Kasur and now in Gojra. 


The sense of loss, the fear of another attack and the trust lost can perhaps never be reclaimed. As long as the perpetrators are not prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law and serious measures taken by the government to ensure a rapid and decisive response to such events, these incidents will continue to happen. Suspending police officers is only a piecemeal initiative. Prosecution for inciting and perpetrating violence, murder, civil unrest and terrorism are measures which will exhibit the seriousness of the government in tackling this menace. 


In addition to the blasphemy allegation, the other thing common to the attacks is that they have so far been very well planned. No unruly mob consists of 30,000 people armed with everything from sticks to modern weapons as in Shantinagar. No unruly mob goes and buys sulphuric acid in the nearest big city and then plans an attack such as the one that took place in Sangla Hill. No unruly mob can successfully torch dozens of houses and then escape so easily as in Gojra. 


It is clear that some aspects of the recent attacks have been clearly planned, either by local extremists or by national or international groups whose reading of religion is markedly different from that of the average Muslim’s. The failure of the local administration, which in all these incidents was a silent spectator, is inexcusable. 


Whatever the specific motives behind a particular attack, it is clear that intolerance still thrives in Pakistan, be it against another religion or another sect. This attitude is the larger problem, and partly explains why adherents of a faith that espouses tolerance would torch the homes of those outside their religion. 


Sixty-two years ago Pakistan was created because the Muslims of the subcontinent were not confident that India’s Hindu community would allow them to live in peace with full honour and dignity. Sixty-two years later, it is the Muslim community that is demonstrating that it cannot live peacefully with the adherents of other religions.

(By Yaqoob Khan Bangash, Dawn-7, 05/08/2009)

Factory owner, worker killed in Muridke ‘desecration’ riot

MURIDKE/LAHORE: A factory owner and a labourer were killed and dozens of workers injured in a leather factory on the Muridke-Sheikhupura road near Kathiala village after a factory official allegedly incited labourers by accusing the owner of desecration of the Quranic verses. 


The riots broke out at 3am, when the factory workers were incited by a factory official to demonstrate against the desecration allegedly committed by Mian Najeeb Zafar, owner of Eastern Leather Factory. As a result, the labourers blocked the Muridke-Sheikhupura road, damage the factory and are reported to have resorted to firing. The deceased were identified as Mian Najeeb Zafar and a labourer Muzammal. All the injured persons were shifted to the THQ Hospital, most of them stated to be in a precarious condition. 


DPO Sheikhupura Rai Tahir and SHO Muridke Sadar police station reached the spot and calmed down the labourers and manage to reopen the road after three hours. 


DPO Rai Tahir confirmed the death of two persons including the factory owner and a protester. The DPO claimed that a factory official, Qasim, had provoked the workers against the factory owner over the alleged desecration of the Holy Qura’an to further his personal interest. 


He explained that the factory workers confirmed that the owner had only disposed of a calendar, which had no Quranic verses, to paste a new one published for the month of Ramazan. Rai said the accused man called the Imam of the factory mosque and made announcements about sacrilege of the Holy Qura’an which led to the clash and protests. 


Asked about the arrest of the accused, Rai Tahir said the protestors had fled the area. However, raids were being conducted to arrest them. The DPO said the case would be registered only after consulting legal experts.

(The News-1, 05/08/2009)
Violence erupts after ANP man, bodyguard killed

A former ward president of the Awami National Party (ANP) from union council (UC)-7 in North Nazimabad Town, and his bodyguard, were gunned down late Monday night in North Karachi, Sector 11-H, within the limits of the Sir Syed police station, the police and ANP office-bearers said.


Meanwhile, when deceased’s funeral prayer was offered on the main Ship Owner’s College Road in Block-R, North Nazimabad, enraged ANP workers resorted to protest in many Pakhtoon-dominated areas, including Banaras, Al-Asif Square, Abul Hasan Asfahani road, Mominabad and Sharea Faisal.

The Sir Syed police said that the victims, 32-year-old Shahnshah Khan, his second wife Aisha Mehboob, and his private bodyguard, 40-year-old Hakeem Khan, and Shahnshah Khan’s nephew were on their way to North Karachi when their car was intercepted by armed motorcyclists near the Shell Petrol Pump. SP New Karachi, Dr Farooq Ahmed, said that their initial investigation revealed that two armed motorcyclists approached the victim, who was in his silver Cultus car. One of them targeted Shahnshah Khan while the other opened fire at his private security guard.


“The police have found seven empty cases of .30 bore pistols from the crime scene,” he said, adding that the murder could have been the result of some family or property dispute.


No FIR had been lodged till the time this report was filed.


Meanwhile, ANP District Central President Niaz Khan said that Shahnshah Khan was shot at nine times, and died on the spot, while his bodyguard Hakeem Khan sustained injuries and was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where he succumbed to his injuries. The victim had five children from his first wife.


ANP spokesman Qadir Khan said that Shahnshah Khan was a resident of DHA Phase II and was on his way to visit his in-laws in North Karachi along with his second wife when they were attacked. His wife escaped unhurt. Qadir Khan alleged that the unabated killings of ANP workers was a conspiracy aimed at pushing the city towards ethnic riots. 


Three killed: Saira, 14, committed suicide by shooting herself with the pistol of her brother-in-law. She shot herself in the head and died on the spot.


A 32-year old man was found dead near his residence at Bismillah Chowk, Sector 4-F, within the limits of Saeedabad police station. The victim was identified as Nadeem Khan.


Teenaged girl run over by Bus: Maryam, 17, was crushed to death by a bus on Tuesday. Her sister and a cousin were injured in the same accident within the jurisdiction of the Nazimabad police station. Police said accident took place when a bus hit the motorbike they were riding. Police have impounded the bus. 

(The News-14, 05/08/2009)
Policeman gunned down by ‘robber’ on Tariq Road

KARACHI, Aug 5: An assistant sub-inspector (ASI) was shot dead on Wednesday near the Liberty intersection on Tariq Road, witnesses and police said. 


The Ferozeabad police said that ASI Waseem Akhtar, son of Naseer Ahmed, and Constable Shabbir Ahmed were patrolling the locality on their motorcycle when at around 1.30pm they spotted a suspected dacoit on a motorcycle. 


They said that that the absconding suspect was identified as Sheharyar, who was involved in several cases of robbery and mugging in the remit of the Ferozeabad police station. 


They said that the suspect opened fire on the policemen as they headed towards him. The police said that the suspect ran away after shooting, leaving behind his motorcycle, which was seized by the police. 


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim, a resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal, was hit by two bullets in the chest. They said that the wounds suggested that the victim was shot from a very close range as both the bullets pierced the body. 


The police registered a case (FIR 807/2009) against Sheharyar under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 353 (to deter police officials from their official duty) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of Constable Shabbir. 


The police said that the 38-year-old victim, the father of two sons and as many daughters, had been posted at the Ferozeabad police station since 2003. 


Bandits kill guard 

A 47-year-old man, the father of five, was killed by a gang of bandits near his house at Korangi No 2 ½. 


The Zaman Town police said that six bandits barged into the house of Jamroz Khan at around 5am and held the inmates at gunpoint. They said that the bandits became panicky and started fleeing the scene when the inmates raised the alarm. 


The police said that Jamroz’s neighbour, Abdul Latif, son of Mohammed Ramzan, came out of his house when he heard commotion from outside. They said that the fleeing bandits opened fire on Latif, a private security guard by profession, when he managed to get hold of a bandit. 

The police said that the victim died instantly and his body was later moved to the JPMC for a post-mortem examination. Hospital sources said that the victim, hailing from Khairpur, was hit by two bullets in his upper torso. 


The Zaman Town police registered a case (FIR 366/2009) against unidentified bandits under Sections 302 and 34 (common intention) of the PPC on the complaint of Jamroz Khan. 


Minibus driver shot dead 

A 35-year-old minibus driver was shot dead in his vehicle at Muzaffarabad Colony in the remit of the Quaidabad police station. 


The police said that an attacker boarded the minibus of route D-7 at around 10.30am, put a pistol to the temple of Ghanam Gul, son of Sadray Azam and pulled the trigger. They said that the driver, a resident of Geedarh Colony died instantly and his body was later shifted to the JPMC for an autopsy. 

The police said that a case (FIR 303/2009) was registered against the lone attacker under Section 302 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s paternal uncle, Shah Azam. 

They said that the victim originally hailed from the NWFP and his murder seemed to be motivated by a personal feud.


Security guard killed 

A 45-year-old security guard at a tractor company in the Bin Qasim Industrial Area was shot dead by a gang of six bandits. 


The Sukkun police said that the victim, Yaqoob, son of Qadir, was asleep when bandits reached the Universal Tractor Company at around 3am.  They said that another guard, Mohammed Hussain, who was on duty and positioned on a container, came to the spot as the intruders held the security guard hostage at gunpoint. 


The police said that the victim struggled with the bandits as he saw his colleague approaching and the bandits opened fire killing him instantly. They said that the bandits snatched Hussain’s repeater and fled. 


The police registered a case (FIR 214/2009) against unidentified bandits under Section 396 (murder with robbery) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of Hussain.

(Dawn-13, 06/08/2009)

PPP naib nazim killed in pre-dawn attack

KARACHI, Aug 5: The naib nazim of the union council No. 4 in Gadap Town, belonging to the PPP-backed Awam Dost Panel, was shot dead near his office in the small hours of Wednesday at Sohrab Goth. 


The police said that the victim, Liaquat Azam, 35, son of Hashim Azam, was sitting with his friends near his office when an attacker opened fire on them with an AK-47 (Kalashnikov) rifle. 


They said that the naib nazim, the father of three, died on the spot and one of his friends, Fahim, sustained bullet wounds. 

The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination, while the wounded man was admitted to a nearby private hospital where he was stated to be in a stable condition as he did not receive life-threatening injuries. 


The police registered a case (FIR 502/2009) against the attacker under Section 302 (pre-meditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s brother, Jahanzeb. 


Body found 

The body of an unidentified young man was found in a drain in Landhi. 


The Shah Latif Town police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. 


Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim, who appeared to be in his mid-20s, died at least four days ago. They said that the cause of death was reserved till the receipt of the chemical examination report.

(Dawn-13, 06/08/2009)

Imambargah’s caretaker shot dead in Orangi

KARACHI, Aug 5: A 47-year-old caretaker of an Imambargah was gunned down on Wednesday near his house in Raees Amrohvi Colony, a locality in Section 11½ of Orangi Town. 


The Iqbal Market police said that the victim, Imran Ali Bangash, son of Akbar Ali Bangash, was shot dead by two attackers on as many motorcycles at around 11.15am near Riaz More. 

They said that the victim, the father of four, was the caretaker of Salman Farsi Imambargah in the locality and worked as a watchman at a chemical factory in Site. 


The police said that the victim was going to buy medicines for his ailing wife when he was ambushed. 


Tension and panic gripped the locality as enraged people burnt old tyres on the streets and pelted vehicular traffic with stones in protest over the targeted killing. However, a heavy contingent of police and Rangers rushed to the troubled parts of Orangi Town and brought the situation under control. 


Later, the body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where sources in the medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was hit by seven bullets. They said that the victim was also shot to his head from a very close range and the wound proved fatal. 


The police registered a case (FIR 226/2009) against unidentified assailants under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s brother, Habib. 


The police said that they secured five spent bullet casings of a TT pistol from the crime-scene. 


Young man shot dead 

A 21-year-old man was shot dead and his friend wounded by unidentified attackers near Mateen Complex on the National Highway in the jurisdiction of the Shah Latif police station.
The body and the wounded man were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where the deceased and the injured victim were identified as Abdur Rehman, son of Mohammed Jamal, and Shahid Ali, son of Haider Ali, respectively. 

Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that Rehman was hit by three bullets, one each in the chest, head and right ankle. They said that the wounded man was hit by a bullet in the abdomen and was still in a precarious condition. 


The police said that both the victims were residents of Ammar Yasir Colony, a locality near Jinnah Square in Malir Colony. 


The deceased’s brother, Nauman, told police that Shahid, a worker at a garment factory in Malir Colony, was the friend of his brother who was jobless. He said that Shahid had arranged a job for his brother in his factory and he took Rehman from their house at around 9am to the factory. 


However, the victim’s brother said, the two friends did not reach the factory and later the family was informed of the incident. 


Quoting the deceased’s brother, the police said that the young man was not associated with any political or religious party. However, the police said that the wounded man was a supporter of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement. 

They said that no case was registered till late as the victim’s family was busy in funeral.

(Dawn-13, 06/08/2009)

Violence against women, children has risen in 2009

There has been a drastic increase in incidents of violence against women and children during the first half of 2009, according to statistics compiled by Madadgar Helpline, according to which, 2,763 children and 3,593 women fell victim to violence between January and June 2009.


At a press briefing on Wednesday at the Madadgaar Helpline office on Wednesday, Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal Aid (LHRLA) Head Zia Ahmad Awan Advocate said that it is evident that law-enforcement agencies, policy-makers, relevant powerful institutions, the judiciary and the State have either failed to control the increasing menace or they just do not seem interested in taking appropriate measures to improve the situation.


According to the Madadgaar report, 3,593 incidents of violence against women were reported across the country during the first half of 2009. Three hundred and forty-one women were murdered, 142 were killed after being molested. In addition, 132 incidents of gang-rape, 232 incidents of rape, 677 cases of physical torture, 248 incidents of police torture, 390 cases of Karo-Kari (“honour” killings) were also reported.


Furthermore, 202 cases of acid throwing and immolation, 84 cases of Hudood (or Zina), 234 suicides, 219 cases of buying and selling, 297 cases of kidnapping-for-ransom, 184 cases of forced marriage, 204 cases of Wani and Swara as per the decision of jirgas against women were also reported. 


Between January and June 2009, 2,763 incidents of violence against children were reported, including 200 murders, 312 acts of physical violence, molestation of 249 girls, 121 incidents of sodomy against boys, 318 cases of mysterious disappearances, 133 incidents of Karo-Kari (“honour” killing), 199 incidents of police torture, 180 cases of child trading, 441 cases of kidnapping-for-ransom, 274 cases of child forced marriage and 191 cases of Wani and Swara. A majority of these incidents (1,285 cases) took place in Punjab, followed by 726 in Sindh, 619 in the NWFP and 133 in Balochistan.

(The News-14, 06/08/2009)
Balochistan minister shot dead in Karachi

KARACHI, Aug 6: Sardar Rustam Khan Jamali, Balochistan’s Minister for Excise and Taxation, was gunned down here on Thursday. 


The Sharea Faisal police said that Sardar Jamali’s car was intercepted in Block 16 of Gulistan-i-Jauhar by four to five gunmen who sprayed it with bullets. 


The minister suffered serious injuries. He was taken to a private hospital where he was pronounced dead. 

His body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and sources said that he had been hit by three bullets in the jaw and neck. 


City police chief Wasim Ahmed told Dawn that the attack on Mr Jamali appeared to be a carjacking attempt. “It’s not a case of target killing,” he added. 


Mr Jamali had arrived in Karachi two days ago. 


President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani condemned Mr Jamali’s murder and offered condolences to his family. 


Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has directed the inspector general of police and the Karachi police chief to investigate the incident and bring the killers to book. 


Saleem Shahid adds from Quetta: Rustam Jamali will be buried in Rojhan Jamali on Friday. The body will be flown to Jacobabad from where it will be taken to Rojhan Jamali. 


Mr Jamali was the eldest son of Sardar Yar Mohammad Jamali, the chief of Jamali tribe. 

He was closely related to former prime minister Zafarullah Khan Jamali, Senate’s Deputy Chairman Jan Mohammad Jamali and former Balochistan chief minister Taj Mohammad Jamali. 

He was born in the village of Bakhra near Usta Mohammad. After acquiring initial education in his village, he went to Aitchison College, Lahore. He did his graduation from the Balochistan University. 


Mr Jamali was elected to the Balochistan assembly as an independent candidate from his home constituency of Usta Mohammad. 


After receiving information about his murder, all business centres and markets were closed in Dera Allah Yar, Dera Murad Jamali, Usta Mohammad, Rojhan Jamali and several other towns of the province.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-1, 07/08/2009)

Young suspect arrested for ‘honour killing’

KARACHI, Aug 6: A young man was arrested on Thursday by the Sohrab Goth police for killing a 35-year-old man, the father of five, apparently because he suspected that the victim was fond of his married sister, who was also shot dead in her house earlier, witnesses and police said. 


They said that the arrested suspect, Ibrahim, 28, son of Ali Sher, along with his brother and three other relatives shot dead the victim, Mohammed Aslam, a labour contractor and resident of Faqeera Goth, a shantytown in Sohrab Goth, at the house of one of the suspects in a nearby shantytown, Saifal Goth, at around 10am. 


Earlier at around 8.40am, the suspect’s sister, Shamim, 40, wife of Mohammed Sharif, the mother of five and resident of Khamiso Goth, a shantytown in the remit of the neighbouring New Karachi Industrial Area police station, was shot dead at her house by an unidentified attacker whose face remained covered because he was wearing a helmet. 


The North Karachi Industrial Area police said that the victim woman’s mother, Haleema Bibi, lodged a case (FIR 329/2009) against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code. 


The complainant told the police that she was in her room, her victim daughter in the verandah and her 16-year-old granddaughter, Bushra, was in the kitchen when she heard a gunshot. She stated that she came out to find her daughter lying in the verandah with blood oozing out of her temple. 


The complainant quoted Bushra as saying that an attacker, clad in trousers and a shirt and his face covered because he was wearing a helmet, came into the house, pumped a bullet to the victim’s head and fled on a motorcycle. 


The woman’s body was moved to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was hit by a single bullet from pointblank range and the bullet went through her skull. 


The Sohrab Goth police said that the labour contractor was shot dead by the suspects, Ibrahim, his brother, Zulfiqar alias Zulfi, Ayaz, Ismail and Inayat who were named in the FIR (503/209) registered under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s paternal uncle. 


The official in charge of the Sohrab Goth police kiosk, ASI Ehsan Ullah Marwat, told Dawn that the suspects had fled the scene after killing Aslam Bhatti, but the police managed to arrest Ibrahim. 

He said that both the suspects and the victim hailed from Bahawalpur and the suspects believed that the victim had a relationship with their married sister. 


The police official said that the victim stayed overnight at the house of Inayat, who was one of his employees. He said that the suspects also beat up the victim severely before they pumped three bullets into his head and chest. 

He said that the arrested suspect’s elder brother, Zulfiqar, had a criminal record and he was believed to have masterminded the killing of the man and his sister. 


Man, son shot dead 

A 50-year-old man and his 22-year-old son were shot dead at their house in Pak Colony allegedly by his younger brother, who managed to escape. 


The police said that Abdul Qayyum, a rickshaw driver hailing from Hazara, NWFP, was living with his two sons, Babar and Hamayun, and younger brother, Safdar, also a rickshaw driver. 

They said that the suspect opened fire on the victims in the morning after an altercation and fled. The police said that Qayyum and his younger son, Hamayun, were killed on the spot. 

The police registered a case against the absconding accused under Section 302 (premeditated murder) on the complaint of the victim’s eldest son, Babar.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 07/08/2009)

Umrah drug smuggling case

Lawyer leaves for Jeddah to solicit pilgrims’ release

Advocate Javed Ahmed Chhatari will meet the Director, Narcotics, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (SA), Abdullah Qahtani, on Saturday as well as officials of Ministry of Interior in connection with a case of five Pakistani Umrah pilgrims who have been detained in Jeddah for the last two months.


Chhatari will leave for Jeddah Friday evening on behalf of the affected people who are languishing in a Jeddah jail. Two newly-wed couples, Arif Chowhan, his wife Shumaila Arif, Anees Ahmed, his wife Rabia Anees, and their mother Zohra Moosani went to Jeddah to perform Umrah but were detained on their arrival at Jeddah Airport by the SA Customs officials on the charge that the slippers they were wearing were stuffed with heroin. 


Three other people were also detained, and were identified as the relatives of a couple, Sarwat Hussain and Shafia Hussain, accused of giving the heroin-filled slippers to the pilgrims. The couple is currently remanded in Central Jail Karachi.


Chhatari told The News that he would also submit a report compiled by the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) to Saudi Arabian officials. The report has already been submitted to the Governor of Sindh, Dr Ishratul Ebad, as well as to the Director, Narcotics Control Department, Jeddah, and the General Directorate of Narcotics Control (GDNC) Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.


During his meeting with officials of Saudi Arabia he said he would ask the Saudi authorities to take custody and initiate proceedings against the actors involved in planting the heroin on the pilgrims, as five pilgrims currently in detention in Jeddah were innocent. He said those accused of running the drug smuggling racket must be tried as per the law Saudi Arabia as they had not only committed a crime against a person but had defamed Pakistan the world over. 


Meanwhile, the report, titled, “Enquiry into the Saudi Arabia Narcotics smuggling case of Umrah pilgrims” has been submitted to senior officials. 


Najeeb Danawala, Member, Task Force, CPLC, assisted in compiling the reports, which have been translated into Urdu, Arabic and English.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 07/08/2009)
Father, daughter slaughtered

In a brutal murder discovered on Wednesday evening, the bodies of a man and a young woman were recovered from the Al Khair Hotel situated in the main Lea Market area. According to details provided by the Edhi Information Bureau, and verified by the Superintendent Saddar Town, Inspector Abdullah Sheikh, the girl’s wrists and throat were slit, and the man’s throat was slit by a sharp instrument, in all probability a regular knife.


Hotel registration revealed that the names of the two were Zakia, daughter of Dostain, aged 24, and her father Dosteen, son of Faqeer Mohammad. They were found from Room number 223. 


Speaking to the SPO Saddar Town, The News discovered that the two had been staying at the hotel room from July 18, 2009, after they arrived from Turbat, (Balochistan).


However early Wednesday morning at around 2am, they both came in with another young man clad in a shalwar kameez, and whose features were Baloch. The staff asked for his identity and Dostain told them that he was his son. They stayed in the room at around 5am, after which the young man left for Fajr prayers. 

In the meantime, no one questioned anything, but after the father and daughter were not seen the whole day, at around 7pm, the hotel staff knocked on their door. When there was no answer they forced the door open, and they saw that the two had been lying in a pool of blood.


A procedure under Section 174 has been noted down by Sub-Inspector Ishaq from the Kharadar PS, after which the post-mortem will be done. Subsequently, the FIR will also be filed under Section 302 PPC.


Later the MLO on duty, Dr Qarar Abbasi confirmed to The News that one of the girl’s hands was completely cut off, and was found somewhere else in the room. Her throat was also slit, while her father’s throat was slit too. “It is not the work of one man to kill two people like this,” he said. “He either sedated the two, or else hit them on the head to make them lose their consciousness. A third possibility is that he killed them while they were sleeping. In any case, there are injuries on the front portion of the heads too.”

(By Xari Jalil, The News-13, 07/08/2009)
Minister’s murder

  
THE murder of Sardar Rustam Khan Jamali, the Balochistan minister for excise and taxation, is a grim reminder of the extent to which the law and order situation has deteriorated in the country. Police say that Sardar Jamali may have died in a carjacking attempt, although it is not known why the minister, who was entitled to a security escort, chose to go out unattended by either a driver or a guard. In his case, had security personnel been present on the scene, he may have escaped death. Nevertheless, the fact remains that the rising crime rates across the country indicate a severe risk to thousands of citizens most of whom do not have access to the protective privileges commanded by a minister. In Karachi, for example, police records show that various forms of violence claimed over 600 lives this year. This figure is only the tip of the iceberg. Crime ranging from carjacking to mobile phone-snatching is on the rise.


The solution lies in improving police efficiency all over the country. 


Law-enforcement agents must be better trained, better equipped and better paid; investigation techniques must be modernised and the case for prosecution made water-tight. Tracking down and successfully prosecuting criminals will go a long way in terms of deterrence. More than that, socio-economic inequalities that are at the root of criminal behaviour must be addressed. The rising crime rate is not a stand-alone issue; it is linked to the distribution of resources, access to education, vocational training and income-generating activities, and the widening gap between the rich and poor. Delinquent behaviour or wanton criminality aside, the fact remains that there would be little need to steal or snatch if the needs of every citizen had a fair chance of being met.

(Dawn-7, 08/08/2009)

Sardar Jamali’s murder

Police rule out car-snatching bid

The investigation into the killing of Balochistan’s Excise Minister Sardar Rustam Jamali has started with the police exploring different angles to determine the motive. Police believe that the incident could not be described as a car-snatching bid since bandits usually fire a single bullet in case of resistance. However, in this incident, Jamali had stepped out of his car, which led to the suspicion that the assailants were known to the deceased. 


Among other things police are analyzing Jamali’s enmities and other disputes that may have resulted as a result of his actions during past few weeks or months. Police have also prepared sketches of the suspected killers and recorded the statements of the people who Jamali was to meet while in Karachi.


Jamali was shot dead by four unidentified armed men in the Sharea Faisal police limits. They were driving a car (AQH-850) and they used 9mm pistols to gun down the Baloch provincial minister. The case was registered against unidentified persons on the complaint of the deceased’s uncle Nauroze Khan. 


The Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Karachi, on the direction of chief minister Sindh, has formed an inquiry committee under the supervision of DIG East Zone Abdul Khalique Sheikh. 


According to intelligence sources, Jamali’s residence in Karachi is situated opposite Lal Qila restaurant in Muhammad Ali Jauhar Housing Society off Sharea Faisal. The deceased minister for excise and taxation’s family is residing in Lahore while he himself was staying in Karachi along with his family elders. In the past, Jamali visited Balochistan after spans of weeks or months. However, after becoming a provincial minister he had started to spend a lot more time in his native province, and, during his tenure, he had started a wide scale crackdown on drug peddlers and other criminal mafias in Balochistan.


During the course of investigation, it transpired that, on Thursday afternoon, the Jamali had left his house alone - leaving even his guards at home – in a private vehicle (BD-5610) and went to his relative’s house in Block-2 of Gulistan-e-Jauhar. 

After spending some time there, he went to Rado Mor in Gulistan-e-Jauhar to meet some estate brokers. While checking the tracker record, it was found that the deceased had taken the Kamran Chowrangi route and was targeted at Rado Bakery stop situated in Block-12 of Gulistan-e-Jauhar. The assailants fired four bullets on various parts of his body and sped away. 

According to sources, the car number plate of the car used by the criminals (AQH-850) belonged to one Abdul Rahim, a professor, who is a resident of Commissioner Society, Abul Hasan Isphani Road. Rahim’s car, however, is white coloured and was present at his house, while the car used in the incident was grey coloured. Furthermore, the car used by Jamali was registered in the name of Tariq Illyas, a resident of Khayaban-e-Sehar, Phase-VI, DHA. 


Jamali had come to Block-12 of Gulistan-e-Jauhar to meet estate brokers Ramzan, Fazal Malik and Hamayun for some plot dealing. However, the estate persons stated to the police that Jamali had called them but did not reach their office. 


The investigators said that they have recorded the statements of eyewitnesses and also collected evidence from the scene, including finger prints of the suspects, records of tracker company and his mobile phone. 


Police conducted several raids and took into custody some suspects for interrogation. Meanwhile, Jamali’s body was sent to his native village Rojaan Jamali in Balochistan on Friday morning and his funeral prayers were offered at Utsa Mohammed (Jafferabad), which was attended by Chief Minister Balochistan Nawab Aslam Raisani, former prime minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali and other ministers, dignitaries and relatives.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 08/08/2009)
TTP leader dead in succession fight?

MIRAMSHAH, Aug 8: A key Taliban commander was killed in a struggle over succession to Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan chief Baitullah Mehsud at a shura meeting in South Waziristan, government and security officials said on Saturday. 


Baitullah was killed, along with his wife, in a US Predator strike on Wednesday. 


Interior Minister Rehman Malik confirmed reports of a shootout at the shura meeting and said that one of the commanders had been killed. 


According to sources, commanders Hakeemullah Mehsud and Waliur Rehman, the two leading contenders for the chief slot, exchanged hot words at the shura meeting in Sara Rogha over the choosing of a successor to Baitullah. A shootout followed, leading to the death of Hakeemullah while causing life-threatening injuries to Waliur Rehman. 

However, a government official in Peshawar said that both Hakeemullah and Waliur Rehman had been killed in the clash. 


The names of Hakeemullah, Waliur Rehman and 50-year-old Azmatullah Mehsud were shortlisted at a meeting of senior Taliban leaders from the Mehsud tribe, but a decision was put off following differences over who would succeed the slain leader. 


There was no independent confirmation of the reported shooting. A Taliban commander denied that any clash had taken place. “There is a serious power struggle going on,” the government official said. 


Hakeemullah had replaced Waliur Rehman as commander in Kurram. He belonged to a rival group led by Qari Hussain, widely known as the Ustad-i-Fidayeen (teacher of suicide bombers). 

“I think the Haqqanis will now intervene to resolve the leadership dispute,” the official said, referring to Sirajuddin Haqqani, son of veteran Taliban leader Jalaluddin Haqqani and Mullah Omar’s point man for North and South Waziristan. 


Former interior minister Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao agreed with the assessment. He told a private TV channel that the Haqqanis had been mediating in the past to resolve leadership issues in tribal areas and it was likely that they would intervene again to help throw up a consensus candidate. 


Mehsud’s death: A Taliban spokesman and a deputy to Baitullah Mehsud claimed on Saturday that the chief of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan was not dead, contradicting another aide who had confirmed Mehsud’s death a day earlier. 


Mehsud’s deputy, Hakimullah, and Taliban spokesman Maulvi Umar each called two separate Associated Press reporters on Saturday to say that Mehsud was alive. They pledged evidence of his continued existence would be brought forth in the coming days. 


The reports of his death “are just to discourage and destroy the morale of the Taliban”, Umar said. 

He said Mehsud was with his fighters “sound and fit” and not even injured. He said Mehsud would not be provoked into coming out into the open so soon because that would make him a target. 


Hakimullah described reports of Mehsud’s death as “ridiculous” and said it was “the handiwork of the intelligence agencies”. Asked if Mehsud could call AP, he said it was not possible at the moment. 

And asked why he did not refute the reports of Mehsud’s death earlier, the militant did not answer.

(By Pazir Gul, Dawn-1, 09/08/2009)

Underage driver kills labourer in Defence

KARACHI, Aug 9: A man died and three others were injured when a speeding car knocked down four labourers on Saba Avenue in the DHA on Sunday evening. 


Police said that one of the victims died on the spot, while the three injured men were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for treatment. 


The deceased was identified as Mohammad Sadiq, while Ghulam Bux, Shahbaz and Mazhar were said to be injured. 


The car was driven by Waheed Baig, 16, a first-year student at a private school. His four class-fellows were accompanying him when the accident took place. 


Police and eyewitnesses said that the teenager was over-speeding to such an extent that even after applying the brakes, the car (ARD-611) could not be slowed down in time, and it rammed into the labourers. 


The youngsters were unable to leave the scene of the crime, as a large crowd had gathered, and area police reached the scene soon after, an officer of the Darakhshan police station said. 


Police detained all five occupants of the car and took them to the police station, while the injured people and the body of the deceased were shifted to the hospital. The other occupants of the car were later released. 


Sources at the JPMC said that the three injured men have suffered multiple fractures in the accident. 


The scale of the impact of the accident could be gauged from the fact that the car involved was severely damaged from the front. 


A visit to the police station showed that the teenager was behind bars, but was being facilitated by the police, as he was allowed to use his cellphone. Visibly disturbed members of his family had also thronged the police station. 


The SHO of the Darakhshan police station Raja Tariq said that an FIR would be registered under Section 322 of the PPC against the father of the boy, Naeem Baig. According to the interpretation of the SHO, the responsibility fell upon the boy’s father, who had handed over his car to an underage boy who does not even qualify to apply for a driving licence. 


However, as the boy’s father suffers from a heart condition, he was not sent to the lock-up. 


Till the filing of this report, the police had not lodged an FIR, and the SHO said they are awaiting the decision of the family of the deceased. It appeared that the police were inclined to allow the two families to reach some sort of settlement, as an FIR could be lodged on the behalf of the state in this case. 


Bandit killed 

An alleged bandit was beaten to death by people in Baldia Town on Sunday night, police and Edhi sources said. 


Police said that two suspects were robbing a citizen in the Rasheedabad area of Baldia Town. During the hold-up, the victim, Fazal Mohammad, put up resistance and was shot and injured in the process. 


Meanwhile, seeing the scuffle area people chased the suspects and managed to get hold of one of them, who fell off his motorcycle. 


Once he was on the ground people gave him a serious beating, which led to his death. Later police reached the spot and shifted the body to the Civil Hospital for post-mortem examination. 


Till the filing of this report the identity of the suspect could not be ascertained.

(Dawn-13, 10/08/2009)

Criminals take advantage of unregulated motorbikes

KARACHI, Aug 9: The authorities’ failure to ensure the standardisation of registration plates for motorcycles has led to a marked increase in the theft of two-wheelers in particular, and crime in general, across the city, it has emerged. 


The provincial excise and taxation department appears to have ignored the problem for years, but a department official now says steps are being taken to curb the use of personalised plates.


The Sindh government first made an effort to introduce standardised registration plates in the 1980s, but at the time the plates were only used on cars and other four-wheelers. The white-coloured plates had six digits, but in the late 1980s and early 1990s, the department once again introduced a new set of plates, this time yellow with a single letter followed by a four digit number. Later registration plates issued with this format were modified to have up to three alphabet prefixes followed by three or four digits. 


While the registration plate format was being strictly enforced for four-wheelers, however, the department appeared to completely ignore the need for the regulation of motorcycle registration plates. 


Motorcyclists are free to use registration plates printed in any format, on any material, and this lack of standardisation makes it difficult to regulate their use or to keep track of the two-wheelers’ owners. Moreover, many observers note that motorcycles are the preferred means of conveyance for criminals, be they murderers, thieves or kidnappers. 


The one area of motorcycle use the government has attempted to regulate is pillion-riding, repeatedly imposing a ban under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code outlawing the practice in times of unrest in the city. 


The move, however, often does little good, as so weak is the writ of the state that targeted killings carried out by men on motorcycles continue unabated, even with the ban in place. 


In fact, statistics show that an overwhelming number of targeted killings — 150 since June 1 — took place while the ban on pillion-riding was in effect in Sindh. 


According to official statistics, there are well over 1.1 million motorcycles in the city, all bearing customised registration plates. 


Furthermore, criminals are not simply aided by being able to travel around the city on vehicles with no identification on them, but can also steal motorcycles more easily in the absence of a standardised plate system. Indeed the number of motorcycles stolen in the city is about three times the number of cars stolen. 


Since 2005, there has been a constant increase in the number of motorcycles being stolen or snatched in Karachi. Data shows that in 2005, 5,719 motorcycles were stolen, while in 2006 that number increased to 7,025. The year 2007 saw another jump, to 10,086, while in 2008 the number surged to 15,239. In all motorcycle theft has increased by 166 per cent between 2005 and 2008. 


In sharp contrast, 6,068 cars were stolen or snatched in 2008, while 5,120 were taken away by bandits in 2007. 


SSP of the Anti-Car Lifting Cell Dr Amin Yousafzai told Dawn it was well established that criminals prefer to use motorcycles when committing crimes, and he emphasised the need for standardised numbers that are readable from a distance. He said the fancy or customised plates which are currently in use are not readable and “greatly help suspects”. 


The officer was of the opinion that once standardised registration plates are introduced, the ratio of two-wheeler theft will come down as well. 


The previous Punjab government introduced standardised registration plates for cars, motorcycles and rickshaws and the practice is being followed by the current set-up. 


In Sindh, director-general of the excise and taxation department Shoaib Siddiqui told Dawn that his department has already moved a summary for introducing standardised registration plates for motorcycles and auto-rickshaws registered in the province. 


The DG excise said that work on the issue is in its final phases, and he was hopeful that by the end of this year work on the project would be started. 


He said the summary has not yet been approved by the competent authorities, but added that there is no reason why it should not eventually be approved.

(By S. Raza Hasan, Dawn-13, 10/08/2009)

Question mark over killing of Lyari ‘gangster’

KARACHI, Aug 10: ‘Gangster’ Abdul Rehman Baloch, variously known as Rehman Dakait and Khan Bhai, and his three associates were allegedly killed in police custody on Sunday night after their capture earlier in the evening in Malir, Dawn has learnt. 


Police announced on Sunday night that Rehman Dakait and his three associates – Aurangzaib alias Baba, Nazeer alias Balla and Aqil – were gunned down in a police encounter on the link road in the remit of the Steel Town police station. 


According to the SP for investigation (East II), Aslam Khan, the police received a tip-off that Rehman Dakait was returning from Hyderabad. When they tried to stop him on the link road, a shootout ensued in which Rehman and his three associates were killed.None of the policemen suffered even bruises during the alleged encounter with the “most notorious gangster of the province carrying a head money of Rs50 million”. 


Well-placed sources told Dawn that Rehman was not in hiding. He moved around with his men in one or more vehicles. He reportedly had a good relationship with some provincial ministers. 


On Sunday, Rehman along with his four associates went to a transporter’s in Gadap Town, where he owned around 50 acres. The visit was related to a land deal. However, the sources added it appeared that Rehman was invited there. 


On his way back, Rehman and his associates were intercepted by a police party near Memon Goth, the sources said, adding that there was no resistance during the arrest. Rehman might be feeling confident that he would again walk free from the police custody and this time with enhanced dignity. 


The sources said the police were also tracking down Rehman technologically, since the vehicle he was travelling in, a four-by-four, was fitted with a tracker. It belonged to — and was driven by — Aurangzaib alias Baba. 


Sources said the arrest of the four suspects took place at around 4pm, following which the four suspects were taken to a farmhouse in Gadap Town. 


APCs move into Lyari 

At around 7pm, the police authorities called in all the armoured personnel carriers stationed in different parts of the city to reach Lyari. 


The orders said it was for inspection. Subsequently, the APCs stationed at even most sensitive places were withdrawn and moved into Lyari. As it later transpired, the calling of the APCs to Lyari was a pre-emptive move on the part of the police authorities. They clearly anticipated a breakdown of law and order in Lyari following Rehman’s death in a “police encounter”. 


It was only after taking clearance from the higher authorities that the four suspects were “disposed of” in the same farmhouse in what appears to be case of a custodial killing, the sources said. 


Instead of the four-by-four vehicle, a Corolla was shown in the staged encounter by the police. 


And, instead of calling ambulances at the scene of the incident, as is usually done even after fake encounters on roads, the police shifted the four bodies to the mortuary of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre in a four-by-four vehicle (Y-7954). 


The four bodies were stuffed in the boot of the vehicle with two police guards sitting on top. 


A medico-legal officer of the JPMC, Dr Abdul Jabbar Memon, said that bullets were fired from a distance of three to four feet. Rehman suffered a hail of bullets in the face and four bullet wounds in the chest. Similarly, the other three suspects also suffered multiple bullet wounds in their faces and chests from the same distance. 


Among the first few relatives visiting the JPMC, the wife of Nazeer alias Balla reached the mortuary, broke into it and wailed on seeing the body of her husband. By 5am, a sizeable number of Rehman’s supporters had reached the JPMC mortuary, and when the bodies were being moved to the Edhi morgue, sympathisers riding motorcycles tried to divert the body-bearing ambulances to Lyari. 


However, the large police presence foiled the attempt and the four bodies were shifted to the Edhi morgue. 

City police Chief Waseem Ahmed declined to speak when Dawn contacted him for his version of the story. 


Recent role

Since the People’s Party-led government came to power, Abdul Rehman alias Dakait had started to play a social and political role after putting an end to the gang warfare by striking a deal with his arch rival Ghaffar Zikri and setting up peace committees. Though the peace committees were criticised as “another extortion racket”, there has been relative peace in Lyari. 


In an attempt to cultivate a new image in the area, Rehman had financed marriages of several girls of Lyari, a senior police admitted. 


However, a new conflict between the Baloch and Katchi communities was fomented in Lyari. 


More recently, Rehman was making demands for a greater role in the political world by asking that administrators of his choice be appointed in the new set-up, which is going to replace the local government system. 


Earlier in 2006, Rehman was arrested in Quetta and after remaining in the custody of intelligence agencies and the Lyari Task Force for a few days, he escaped in August. 


Funeral and deaths 

Three persons were killed at separate places along the route of the funeral procession of the alleged gangsters on Monday. 


Rafiqullah, who was later identified as an activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, was killed and two others, also MQM activists, were wounded when unknown persons opened fire on them in Baldia Town. 


Police said the incident coincided with the funeral procession of Rehman Baloch which was passing through the area when the incident occurred. 

In another incident, an unknown man in his mid-20s was killed when he was hit by a bullet near Bara Board. Police said he was watching the procession as it moved by. 


On Monday night a young man was killed when unknown persons opened fire at the Husht, or Aath, Chowk in Lyari, killing a young man, Nauman, and injuring another one. 


Two persons were killed in the Pak Colony police jurisdiction when unknown persons riding a motorcycle opened fire on them. Police said the victims were identified as Fahim Baloch and Irfan, who suffered multiple bullet wounds. The police attributed the killings to the tension arising out of Rehman Dakait’s death. 


The funeral prayers of the four suspects were offered on the Eidgah ground at Cheel Chowk. A large number of area people and the sympathisers of the dead attended the funeral. 


Abdul Rehman Baloch was buried in the Mawach Goth graveyard while the other suspects were buried in the Mewashah graveyard. 


Rehman was not buried in the Mewashah graveyard as the area is said to be in the control of the Arshad Pappu gang. The grave of Rehman’s father, Sher Muhammad alias Dadal, buried in the Mewashah graveyard, had also been vandalised by his rivals.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 11/08/2009)

The life and crimes of Dakait

Abdul Rehman Baloch, who was later became Rehman Dakait, was born in 1980 to the house of Dad Mohammaed. Back then, their family lived in a house situated on Islam Road near Ali Hotel in Kalakot. He studied in Habiba Academy School located on Jamshed Road, but dropped out of school after class six. 


Dakait’s father, also known as Daddal, was friends with Haji Lalu, the father of Arshad Pappu. The relationship between the two families was such that Dakait spent many of his formative years living at Lalu’s house. During his teenage, he became friends with a boy named Arif, also a resident of the same locality, and subsequently, the two started selling drugs in Lyari from 1992 to 1995. 


During their exploits in Lyari, the teenaged Dakait enter into a dispute with a man, whom he stabbed to death. In 1992, Arif and Dakait killed two drug pushers, Ameen Nadeem and Nanoon, over a petty matter. During 1992-93, Babu Dakait, also known as Robin Hood in Lyari, killed Dakait’s uncle, the younger brother of Daddal. Subsequently, Rehman Dakait killed Babu Dakait while he was going to City Courts. 


On May 18, 1995, Dakait killed his mother, Khatija, over suspicions that had become a police informer, and secretly buried her in Mewa Shah Graveyard. Khatija’s corpse was later exhumed and an FIR registered against Dakait at the Kalakot police station. 


The Rangers did manage to arrest Dakait in 1995, and handed him over to Orangi Town police. He was booked in a drug and arms case along with accomplices Ali Irani and Hanif, and consequently, he was sent to jail for two years. When he was produced before the court in 1997, he managed to escape and fled to his house in Hub Chowki. Dakait then expanded his drug business, and later also opened a gambling den in Hub Chowki, allegedly in connivance with some police personnel. The seeds of the gang wars in Lyari were sown in 2001-02 after Arshad Pappu killed Dakait’s friend Faiz Mohammed. 


The origions of the conflict lay in a dispute between the two men, when Dakait removed one of Pappu’s friend, a man named Mehran, from the presidency of a transport union operated by Haji Lalu. This situation enraged Pappu, who urged Dakait to restore Mehran as the president of transport union.


Dakait, however, refused, and as a reaction, Pappu killed Faiz Mohammed alias Mama Faizo. After the incident, Haji Lalu directed his men to kill Dakait’s men, and this triggered a gang-war between from Jahanabad area. Rehman secured the support of Noor Mohammed alias Baba Ladla, Zahid Ladla, Sharif Keecho, Faisal Pathan, Arif Malik, Shahzad alias Charlie, Zahid Aga, Amjad and others during the gang war. He also managed to expand his drugs and arms businesses in Malir, Kalakot and Hub Chowki.


According to sources, Rehman used to smuggle arms and drugs from Mandh and Hub through Sabir Langra and Mohammed Khan. His extortion business was managed by Baba alias Orangzeb, Hamayun and Ata Irani, Sohail Baloch, Nazeer and Shahnawaz. Dakait’s gang was also notorious as hired-guns. They would receive their payments, eliminate their target, and flee from Karachi to Hub. 


According to police and intelligence reports, Dakait owned land and property in Iran, including eight shops, one house and a 150-acre plot of farming land in Sarbaz. He was also a major stake-holder in Iranian diesel smuggling from Hub to Karachi.


Since 1993, over 200 FIRs were registered against Dakait. He leaves behind three widows and 13 children.

(The News-13, 11/08/2009)
Can reckless teenagers be booked for intentional murder?

Sunday’s night incident when an underage driver crushed a person to death and injured three other people has raised many questions regarding how or why children are allowed to drive and endanger people’s lives in the presence of the traffic police and other law-enforcing personnel.

Sixteen-years-old Waheed Baig, son of Naeem Baig, ran over four pedestrians in the Darakhshan police station limits. Three were injured, while one, identified as 46-year-old Muhammad Sadiq, was killed. The police have arrested Baig, and registered an FIR against him and his father.


The three injured people, identified as Shahbaz, Ghulam Bux and Mazhar, are under treatment at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). The condition of one of them is said to be critical, and he has been admitted at the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the hospital, the police told The News on Monday.


According to the traffic police, some 1,200 underage drivers were fined Rs350 each during the last eight months for driving without a license.Legal experts are of the opinion that any teenager who has not obtained a driving license due to age restrictions is liable to be booked for “intentional murder” if he or she kills someone due to careless driving.


Sindh Bar Council Vice-Chairman Mehmood-ul-Hassan believes that anyone who is not an adult, but has killed someone due to reckless driving, is liable to be booked under Section 302 of the Pakistan Panel Code (PPC). Prominent legal expert, Salahuddin Gandapur, thought the same. “Such cases should be registered under Section 302, but the police generally do not do so,” he said.


He urged the traffic police to pursue underage driving cases properly, and try to get them to session courts instead to imposing negligible fines on them.


Deputy Inspector General Police (DIG) Khurram Gulzar held parents responsible for allowing underage children to drive on the roads. He said that Section 322 of the PPC was charged against such parents. It is a non-bailable offense, and carries a punishment of up to 10 years, and a fine of around Rs30,000. “The underage driver who kills someone due to his careless driving is booked under Section 320 of the PPC which is a bailable offense,” the DIG said.


He further said that he was aware of the fact that many children preferred to learn to drive in areas such as Darakhshan. After Sunday’s incident, however, four police mobiles, under the supervision of a DSP, have been deployed in the area to keep a check on underage driving.


Darakhshan Station House Officer (SHO) Raja Tariq said that an FIR (No. 478/09) has been registered against Waheed Baig and his father Naeem Baig under Sections 322, 337-G and 34 of the PPC. He said that the FIR could not be registered under Section 302, because the murder was not intentional. “This was a road accident,” SHO Tariq said, adding that both accused were in police custody and will be produced before the court on Tuesday for a remand.


The police registered the FIR following the complaint of Muhammad Ahsan, the brother of one of the injured people. All four victims, including the man who was killed, were relatives, the SHO said, adding that 16-year-old Waheed Baig is the student of first year and his father is the head of the department of some bank.


Waheed Baig was driving a Liana (ARD 611) and was accompanied by a few of his friends when the incident happened. The SHO said that this was the first case of this kind that he had seen after assuming charge of the Darakhshan police station. He further said that the accused party was desperate to reach a settlement with the victims’ families.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 11/08/2009)
Teenage driver, father get bail

KARACHI, Aug 11: A judicial magistrate on Tuesday granted bail to a teenaged suspect and his father in a case pertaining to the death of a labourer in a road accident.


The police produced the suspects Waheed Baig, 16, and his father Naeem Baig before the JM (South) Suleman Buriro, who granted them bail against surety bonds of Rs100,000 and 200,000 respectively.


According to the prosecution, the underage driver knocked down four labourers on Saba Avenue in the Defence Housing Authority on Aug 9. One of the victims, identified as Mohammad Sadiq, was killed on the spot while the three others were injured.


A case (FIR 478/09) was registered against the suspects under Sections 322 (punishment for qatl-bis-sabab), 337-G (punishment for hurt by rash or negligent driving) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the brother of one of the injured labourers at the Darakshan police station.


Arshad Pappu acquitted

A special court for the control of narcotics substances exonerated on Tuesday alleged gangster Arshad Pappu in a case for want of evidence.


The judge of CNS court-II, Nuzhat Ara Alvi, who conducted the hearing inside the jail, pronounced the judgment after recording the evidence of the complainant and the investigation officer, and hearing final arguments from both sides.


The prosecution said that the police had chased two criminals in the jurisdiction of the Pak Colony police station in 2003. The criminals had sought shelter in a house nearby, and during a search of the premises 30kg of charas (hashish) was recovered from the house. The illegal drugs allegedly belonged to Arshad Pappu. A case (FIR 207/2003) was registered under Section 6/9-C of the Control of Narcotics Substances Act on the complaint of Sub-Inspector Amanullah at the Pak Colony police station.


The defence counsel, Sheikh Javed Mir, argued that his client was framed in the case, as the prosecution had failed to produce any solid evidence to prove its case. However, the prosecutor contended that the prosecution had proved the case.

(Dawn-15, 12/08/2009)

Lyari wonders how Rehman Dakait lost politicians’ love

KARACHI, Aug 12: At the end of three days of mourning for the death of wanted ‘gangster’ Sardar Abdul Rehman alias Dakait, hundreds of people gathered at Lyari’s Gabol Park, named after Sardar Khan Bahadur Allah Bukhsh Gabol. 


It is perhaps an odd quirk of history that the walls of the park named after the first deputy speaker of the Sindh Assembly are now splattered with graffiti, accusing his grandson, PPP MNA Sardar Nabeel Ahmed Gabol, of “political backstabbing”. 


After Sunday’s alleged police encounter, which led to the killing of Rehman Dakait along with his three associates, the political temperature in Lyari has been running high. The majority of residents of the locality seem to agree that with the life that Rehman led, a violent end was not unexpected, but they have questioned the character of political leaders in the area, who they say enjoyed close connections with the outlaw. 


While the nature of Rehman’s connection with political leaders is unclear, it is known that several sitting ministers visited him frequently both before and after taking office. With Rehman’s death, it may now never be made clear what exactly his relationship with these politicians was. 


“It’s not a question of why they killed him; it’s a question of why they pampered and patronised the man who they believed was a criminal for years,” says Haji Namdar, a man in his 80s who claims to have enjoyed the companionship of Sardar Khan Bahadur Allah Bukhsh Gabol and former prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 


“Name any of the ministers in the Sindh government, either now or before, who was not in touch with Rehman in one way or the other. It’s very simple: pick one criminal, pamper him, use him and then kill him brutally without giving him a chance to get justice.” 


At the end of the Rasm-i-Qul for Rehman, hundreds of Lyariites raised their hands, following the Imam, to respond simultaneously by saying Amen after every request to the Almighty. 


“May Allah save our youngsters from crime and bloodshed,” said the voice of the Imam, emanating from loudspeakers fixed around the park, and echoing through the still air. Each sentence got an even louder response from the crowd of hundreds of men, women and children gathered both inside and outside the Gabol Park. 


Political connections in testing times 

In the aftermath of his death, residents of the area Rehman virtually ruled over are still searching for answers. One of the questions that consistently comes up has to do with his ability to maintain apparent friendships with political leaders during the peak of his criminal life, even when he was thought to be engaged in ‘gang warfare’ with his rivals, a conflict which lasted several years and claimed many lives. 


“The people of Lyari believe that the killing would damage the PPP to a large extent in the area,” says Nasir Karim Baloch, a socially active Lyariite. “They are right to believe that the political leadership didn’t play their role to end the crisis and eventually attempted to wrap the matter up in such a clumsy way.” 


Zafar Baloch, a close aide to Rehman who was recently entrusted with the task of interacting with the media, goes further than simply claiming that his friend’s police encounter was staged by senior officers to “execute an extrajudicial killing”. 


He says that Rehman was willing to face cases against him in court, and wanted to transform himself from being a criminal to being a “social leader”. He adds that local political leaders were aware of this. 


“Just a few months ago, Nabeel Gabol addressed a press conference at Rehman’s home,” says Mr Baloch, surrounded by hundreds of Lyariites in the Gabol Park after the Rasm-e-Qul. “From [Home Minister] Zulfiqar Mirza to [President] Asif Ali Zardari, who is here in the government that didn’t know Rehman and didn’t make promises to end the Lyari crisis peacefully?” 


Mr Baloch accepts that Rehman was a criminal, but claims that he was not wanted in any cases of dacoity, while more than 20 cases are registered against him on minor charges of “conventional rivalry”. 


“The very simple solution to the whole problem was that the police should have brought him to court and even hanged him if he was found guilty by a court,” he says. 


Despite the confusion and anger in Lyari, however, police officials and PPP leaders are convinced they did the right thing, and that it was “done on merit”. 


Karachi police chief Waseem Ahmed says the death of Rehman Dakait will mean the return of peace to Lyari. PPP spokesperson Fauzia Wahab, meanwhile, says that the “death of a wanted man” would never damage her party’s roots in its traditional stronghold of Lyari. 


“He was flying high to become a self-proclaimed leader of the area,” she says. “His ambitions were threatening everyone and he spoiled institutions, culture, peace and everything in the area. He was killed by the police in an encounter and no one should have any doubt over it.” 


She adds that she sees no reason why the PPP’s popularity should be diminished by his death, despite the fact that the residents of Lyari are expressing sentiments which suggest quite the opposite. 

“We are not going to seek revenge for Rehman’s killing, in line with his will,” says Zafar Baloch, Rehman’s aide. “We are determined to live in peace.” 


“The way the government trapped and killed him, however – it would definitely not get the desired results,” he warns.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 13/08/2009)

Two robbers beaten to death by mob

KARACHI, Aug 13: Two robbers were killed and another was injured on Thursday after a mob gave them a hiding in Zafar Town in the remit of the Shah Latif police station, witnesses and police said.


They said a gang of bandits intercepted a security company’s cash van, carrying over Rs10 million, and held the security guards at gunpoint as the van pulled over at the labour union office of the Port Qasim at around 10.30am.


The witnesses said that four bandits, riding in a Suzuki pick-up, and as many accomplices in a taxi were following the cash van that carried the salaries of the labourers. They said that the bandits, one of them armed with an AK-47 (Kalashnikov) rifle and the others with pistols, fired into the air to scare away over 50 labourers who were waiting to withdraw their salaries.


The witnesses said that one of the security guards opened fire on the bandits, hitting one of them. They said that the bandits became panicky and returned fire, but the labourers overpowered the bandits, two of whom were beaten to death by the enraged mob.


The area SHO, Inspector Rafique Shah, said that a police party rushed to the spot and rescued and arrested the third robber, who was also injured by the people.


He said that one of the deceased suspects was identified as Mohammed Ehsan, son of Pathanay Khan, hailing from Fort Abbas, Bahawalnagar, while the other dead suspect remained unidentified.


The SHO said that the injured suspect was identified as Siraj Khan, son of Bahadur Khan, hailing from Mardan, NWFP.


He said that an AK-47 rifle, a TT pistol, a dagger, two cellular phones and a Suzuki pick-up were seized from the crime-scene. He added that five accomplices of the robbers fled in their taxi.


Inspector Shah said that a private security guard, Naseer Ullah, and two port workers, Shakir and Aman, were shot and wounded by the bandits.


A case (FIR 359/2009) was registered against the suspects under Sections, 324 (attempted murder), 395 (robbery) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the wounded security guard. Three separate cases were registered against the bandits for possessing unlicensed weapons.


The bodies of the suspects and the wounded men were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where sources said that the wounded victims were in a stable condition.


Woman found murdered

A 40-year-old woman, the mother of two, was found locked and murdered in her apartment on Alamgir Road in the remit of the Shershah police station.


The police said that the body of Aasiya, wife of Mohammed Ramzan, was discovered after the neighbours smelled the stench coming from the victim’s flat.


The residents said that the woman had been living with her husband, two small children and her husband’s younger brother in the rented apartment on the second floor of the Shabbir Building for the past two years. The family hailed from Faisalabad, they said.


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim had died at least two days ago due to fatal head injuries apparently caused by a heavy object such as an iron rod or a club.


They said that the victim’s husband was a worker at a loom factory, while her brother-in-law worked at a goods forwarding firm at Mauripur.


The police said that no case was registered till late as efforts were still being made to track down the victim’s husband and other family members.


Father of two shot dead

A 40-year-old man, the father of two sons, was shot dead in front of his small children in the remit of Al-Falah police station.


The police said that the victim, Shafi-uz-Zaman, was targeted by two unidentified motorcyclists in the morning when he was on his way to drop his children to their school.


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where sources at the medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was hit by two bullets in his chest and head from a very close range.


The police said that the victim was a former head constable of the Sindh police and had quit the department some 10 years ago. They said that the victim was in the property and construction business.


The police registered a case (FIR 203/2009) against unidentified attackers under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Munawwar-uz-Zaman.


The police said that the killing seemed to be motivated by a personal enmity.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 14/08/2009)

The Karachi that was

KARACHI, Aug 13: In these times of trouble, nostalgia can work like a soothing balm. Perhaps that is an added reason to check out the photographs taken from archivist Lutfullah Khan’s collection — apart from, of course, their obvious historical value — currently on display at the Koel Gallery as part of the ‘Four Faces of Karachi’ exhibition. 


The exhibition — organised by the Citizens Archive of Pakistan (CAP) as part of independence day celebrations — opened on Thursday. 


The images paint the picture of a more simple if not peaceful Karachi. Taken during the 1940s and 50s, this was a Karachi emerging from the ashes of empire and trying to refashion itself as the capital of a young nation. 


They show a cityscape dominated by brown Sahibs, men sporting the now nearly extinct fez, porters and street vendors dressed either in huge bell-bottom-like pyjamas or shorts and a variety of motorised contraptions designed to lug around people or goods. 


This was the Karachi before Kalashnikovs, mobile snatching and senseless political violence. And, as the pictures will bear testament, it was a whole lot cleaner too! 


Many of the images seem to have been exhibited before, specifically at the ill-fated Shanaakht Festival 2009 — also organised by CAP. Though the photographs are marvellous, very few of them have captions, which makes it difficult to give the images perspective. 


For instance, has the vendor selling chaat situated his push-cart on Bunder Road (now M.A. Jinnah Rd), or is he trying to attract customers on McLeod Rd (I.I. Chundrigar Rd)? One feels that captions would definitely help enlighten the younger generation about the Karachi that was, as the face of the city shown in the photographs has been disfigured beyond belief. 


‘Four Faces of Karachi’ will run until Aug 18.

(Dawn-19, 14/08/2009)

Boy killed, brother injured in accident

KARACHI, Aug 14: An 11-year-old boy was killed and his seven-year-old brother injured near their house on Friday when they were hit by a fast-moving minibus in Korangi, witnesses and police said. 


The witnesses said that the two brothers were crossing the road when at around 6.45pm a Shama Coach ran over them near Chiniot Hospital at Korangi No 2½. They said that the elder brother died on the spot and the younger one sustained critical injuries. 


The deceased, Ammad, and the injured, Ibad, were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where the injured boy was stated to be in a precarious condition. 


The victims were the sons of a factory worker, Mohammed Aamir, a resident of Sau Qaurters. 


The Zaman Town police said that the unidentified driver of the coach (PE-9040) managed to escape and the police impounded his vehicle. 


No case was registered till late in the night as the police were still making efforts to track down the owner of the minibus to ascertain the identity of the absconding driver. 


Beggar killed 

An unidentified middle-aged man was killed late in the evening when he was hit by a motorcycle at the Qayyumabad Crossing in the remit of the Korangi Industrial Area police station. 


The police said that the victim was a vagabond beggar and his body was shifted to the JPMC. 


They said that the police arrested the motorcyclist and impounded his vehicle. 


The police said that a case against the motorcyclist would be lodged on behalf of the state after the completion of medico-legal formalities. 


Picnickers drown 

A 35-year-old man drowned while swimming in the Hub Dam. 


The victim, identified as Murtaza Ali, son of Munawwar Ali, was a shopkeeper and resident of Saddar. 


The police said that the victim had gone to the dam for a picnic along with his friends. 


A 20-year-old man also drowned when he was swept away by a wave at the Hawkesbay beach. 


The Mauripur police said that the victim, Naeem, son of Haji Yaqoob, was a resident of Pirabad, and he had gone to the beach along with his family.

(Dawn-13, 15/08/2009)

TTP suspect arrested; arms, explosives seized

The Crime Investigation Department (CID) Sindh claimed on Saturday to have arrested a suspect belonging to Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) - Qari Hussain group, along with the recovery of a huge quantity of arms and explosives, including a suicide bombing jacket.


On a tip off, a team of intelligence agencies, along with the personnel of CID Sindh, raided a house situated behind Al-Asif Square. 


A brief encounter ensued, after which Roz Deen (alias Taoor) was arrested, along with his accomplices Fazal and Salahuddin. 


On their disclosure, the police recovered rocket launchers, arms, explosives and a suicide bombing jacket. 


They were shifted to some unknown destination for investigation.


DIG Headquarters (Sindh) Saud Ahmed Mirza — who is also in charge of the CID (Sindh) — said, at a press briefing at the Central Police Office, that the raid was conducted late Friday night in Sohrab Goth and the arrested suspects were sent from South Waziristan by Qari Hussain for carrying out terrorist acts, including suicide bombing, in Karachi. 


He added that the suspects had also sent a huge quantity of arms and explosives to Karachi from Tank, Waziristan.


Raids were conducted at the suspects’ hideouts in different parts of Karachi for the recovery of arms and explosives. 


The police found one suicide bombing jacket stuffed with more than 15 kilogrammes of explosives, one rocket launcher, four RPG-7 rockets, 10 anti-tank rockets, 10 grenades, two rocket ejectors, one part of a launcher, five pistols and more than 150 rounds.


Deen, who hails from Waziristan, said that the recovered arms and explosives were sent by Qari Hussain Mehsud to Karachi for terrorist acts and their targets included Army installations, senior police and military officers, government offices and various other high-profile targets.


He further disclosed that he was trained in South Waziristan, and was an expert in making suicide bombing jackets and other explosive devices or bombs. Further probe is under way.


SUICIDE: A security guard of a private bank committed suicide in the Ferozeabad police limits. The police said that the deceased was identified as 65-year-old Nijaat Ali. He was posted on night duty at a private bank situated on Allama Iqbal Road.


The bank staff found Ali’s body when they came to open the bank on Saturday morning. 


The deceased was a resident of Nazimabad and was mentally ill. He committed suicide with his own gun. He was married and belonged to Kohat. A case was reported at the police station.


MISHAP: An unidentified 45-year-old man was crushed to death by a speeding car while he was crossing the road near Zainab Market. A case was reported at the police station.

(The News-14, 16/08/2009)
Plan to obtain fingerprints gets tepid response

KARACHI, Aug 16: The city police’s initiative to obtain fingerprints from the scenes of at least five types of crime has received a lukewarm response from the relevant authorities, apparently due to a communication gap and lack of commitment. 


Recently-compiled data acquired by Dawn suggests that in July the police investigators chose only 34 crimes in which forensic experts were called to obtain fingerprints from the crime scenes as core evidence of the whole investigation process. 


“Actually, the relevant police station or town police officer is required to inform the forensic science laboratory at the Garden police headquarters for its assistance after any of the five crimes to obtain fingerprints,” said a source privy to the process. 


“Despite written orders of the capital city police officer and repeated verbal reminders, investigators at the police station level have not yet picked up on the idea. The forensic team has been called only 34 times in the whole of July to perform its job.” 


A few months ago, the CCPO in written orders to all the three zonal DIGs had told them to devise and implement a mechanism in their respective jurisdictions through which fingerprint lifting teams of the forensic division are called at any crime scene of the five offences for assistance. 


The offences included homicide, house robberies, burglaries and bank heists. Obtaining fingerprints from snatched/stolen vehicles and those used in kidnap-for-ransom cases was also declared mandatory. 


Surprisingly, fingerprints were not being obtained from any crime scene until the issuance of the directives a few months ago. 

Records at the forensic division show that in July, when many targeted killings were reported across the city, fingerprints were lifted from only 34 crime scenes. Among the total, there were only two occasions when the forensic team was called by the respective police stations to obtain fingerprints from the scenes of murder. 


In the directives, the DIGs had also been told to put in place a proper monitoring system where the crimes’ data should be collected on a weekly and monthly basis, and to see whether the crime scene units of the forensic division were called. However, the facts on the ground put a question mark over the efforts of the high-ups and the investigators looking into such cases. 


“One cannot rule out the importance of fingerprints in investigations, but unfortunately it’s not being given due importance in our system,” said the source. Officials at the helm of affairs admit that the system is not working satisfactorily, but argue that with the passage of time it would improve. 


“Like all other initiatives, the forensic contribution in the overall investigation process is definitely taking time to become fully operational,” said SSP Javed Jaskani, who has recently taken charge as the head of the criminalistic division. “But the good thing is that gathering of the very instrumental evidence from the scene of the crime has become a mandatory part of the investigation. With the passage of time, we hope things will improve and the investigators will realise its importance.” 


He said investigators at the police station level should be made to realise the importance of fingerprints in probing crime. 

Similarly, he added, the public — through different mediums — should also be educated about the significance of preserving crime scenes. 


“Modern trends of investigation and technological support would definitely help in eliminating outdated conventional methods of police inquiries and would yield better results,” said SSP Jaskani. “We are also in the process of acquiring latest equipment for forensic examination, which would add value to the overall process.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 17/08/2009)

Massive rally condemns killing of Rehman Baloch

A large number of people on Sunday evening staged a rally outside the Karachi Press Club (KPC) against the killing of Rehman Baloch (aka Rehman Dakait) and his accomplices in an alleged police encounter, and urged the Chief Justice of Pakistan to take notice.


Speakers at the protest said: “This is our peaceful rally, today we have come to the ‘court of the media’ asking for justice. Great injustice has been meted out to the residents of Lyari. If Rehman was a Dakait, ask the policemen where they got the money from. These residents of Lyari are deprived of drinking water but they still say ‘long live Bhutto’. Once Z.A. Bhutto said Lyari is my mother. We ask President (Asif Ali Zardari) to explain it (the killing of Rehman)”


The protest, organised by the “People’s Peace Committee”, was attended in large numbers by the residents of Lyari, Malir and other areas. They came on motorcycles, trucks, coaches, buses, mini-buses and KESC vehicles, escorted by several police mobiles, which were there to control the law and order situation. Most of the attendees were teenagers, while several women and some disabled persons riding three-wheelers also participated.


Roads leading to the Governor House and Chief Minister House were closed to traffic and guarded by barricades manned by large numbers police personnel.


Participants of the rally shouted slogans against SSP Muhammad Aslam Khan (aka “Chaudhry Aslam”), who led the police party that killed Rehman Baloch in an alleged encounter some days ago in the city, and in favour of Baloch and urged the media not to refer to him as “Rehman Dakait”. They carried banners reading, “We condemn the killing of Sardar Rehman Baloch in a fake police encounter”, “We urge Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry to take notice of the fake encounter”, “End fake cases against Aziz Baloch and his aides” etc.


An announcement was made from loudspeaker fixed on a truck (from where speakers delivered speeches) that “Uzair” - who is said to have replaced Rehman Baloch - was leading the rally. However, he did not deliver a speech.


A man on the truck carried Dad Mohammed, a boy aged around five or six, who is said to be the son of Rehman Baloch. The young boy flashed victory signs at the mediafolk and the protesters.


One speaker, Rauf Baloch, said that it needed to be explained as to how Rehman Baloch was held in Balochistan and handed over to the city police for the killing. 


Zafar Baloch said that President Asif Zardari should realise that Baloch was killed during his tenure. He said they would stick to a peaceful protest as “peace was the legacy” of Baloch. He said “conspiratorial elements” wanted to destabilise peace in Lyari but they would make it a centre of peace as it was his (Baloch’s) covenant.


Ms Shahida Bibi, in her hard-hitting speech against SSP Aslam, said that the police officer was not a “brave man.”


Ghaffar Baloch said that the people wanted to know the facts about the encounter.


Wasiullah Lakho said that the peaceful rally proved that “they are preachers of peace” and they would spread the mission of peace. He said that Rehman Baloch was killed because he worked to end target killings in the city. He demanded an inquiry into the encounter to expose the “conspiratorial elements” behind it.


People’s Peace Committee spokesman Zafar Baloch also distributed a statement on this occasion, which said that Abdul Rehman Baloch and his accomplices Aqeel Baloch, Nazeer Baloch, and Aurangzeb were killed in a “fake encounter” to “please certain elements”. It said that Rehman Baloch brought peace in Lyari and its adjoining areas within a short period and his contribution towards peace was evident from the fact that Lyari remained closed for three days. 

They urged the chief justice to take notice and demanded a withdrawal of cases against members of the peace committees. The statement further said that people of Lyari would hold their elected representatives in the national and provincial assemblies accountable as they were conscientious people who knew what was right and what was wrong.


The committee also demanded the arrest of the killers of three Baloch youth, Nasim Brohi, Salman Brohi and Taj Mohammed Baloch, who were killed in firing at the funeral procession of Rehman Baloch.


Later, they dispersed peacefully. A police officer of Lyari Town present on the occasion told newsmen that around 5,000 people attended the rally. However, the CCPO, Karachi, Wasim Ahmed, told The News that about 2,000 people took part in the protest.

(The News-13, 17/08/2009)
I have never staged fake encounters: SP Aslam

SP Investigation East Zone Mohammad Aslam Khan claims to have added another feather in his cap by killing “the most notorious gangster Rahman Dakiat” in an encounter.


SP Khan is known among gangsters as the “encounter specialist” or “Choudhary Aslam”. However, in an interview with The News, he says that he has no idea why he has been given those monikers. “I have never staged fake encounters in my career, nor have I been involved in extra-judicial killings. All encounters that I have been involved in have been in self-defence,” he said. “I have no idea why people in Lyari call me ‘Chaudhary Aslam’ or ‘Encounter Specialist’ even though most of the criminals who I have arrested are alive and in prison.”


He further said that had he wanted to merely kill Rehman Dakait, he could have done so earlier when he had arrested him. “The hundreds of people who gathered for Rehman Dakait’s funeral prayers were brought there by force. Hardly five people had showed up for the funeral when Rehman Dakait’s brother was killed in an encounter,” he said, adding that both, the Investigation and the Operation department have the right to take part in an encounter. “I have not exceeded my powers by killing a gangster in an encounter. This is not just the prerogative of the Operation Department only. If the Investigation Department receives a tip regarding a gangster, they are allowed to conduct raids and arrest the criminal. If an encounter ensues, personnel of the investigation department also have the right to self-defence. This is precisely what I did,” he said.


SP Khan is a graduate and started his career in 1984 as an ASI from Karachi. He was later promoted to various positions, and is, at present, one of the most controversial among high-profile policemen. He hails from North West Frontier Province (NWFP). During his career, SP Khan has played a vital role not just in combating the Lyari gang war, but in dealing with other high-profile crimes as well.


Talking about his career, the SP said: “The biggest dent in my career was the Mahooq Brohi case, which was a plot that was hatched against me by Rehman Dakait. Many high-profile police officers were involved in the conspiracy,” SP Khan claimed. “I was found not guilty, however, and was freed by the high court. This was right around the time when I had arrested Rehman Dakait but he had escaped.

He would not have dared to escape had I not been I arrested in the Mashooq Brohi case.”


Despite these issues, SP Khan keeps his chin up. “I don’t have regrets in my life, and I’m thankful that God has given me the opportunity to eliminate criminals and crime. The most notorious gangsters around have either been arrested by me or have died in encounters,” he said. “I am not one to surrender to political pressure. The police, however, do have to abide by the orders of the chief executive of the province.”


He claimed that crime had decreased in his zone and the overall crime rate had decreased in the city. Between 1992 and 2009, as many as 750 policemen have died for the security of the nation. “Our community police are working under very tough conditions and with very limited resources,” he said. “Karachi is a city of 20 million people, with only 29,000 policemen for protection.”

(By Hina Mahgul Rind, The News-14, 17/08/2009)
Six wounded in widespread violence

KARACHI, Aug 17: At least six people, including a police official and a woman, were wounded and two vehicles were torched on Monday at Nagin Chowrangi and in its surrounding localities as the killing of Maulana Ali Sher Haideri, the chief of the banned Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan, triggered a violent protest in different parts of the city, witnesses and police said. 


Several major markets, including the Judia Bazaar and its adjoining markets, remained closed as the protesters resorted to heavy firing into the air and burned old tyres on the streets in certain localities, suspending vehicular traffic early in the morning. 


Traffic remained suspended on Surjani Road for hours causing severe traffic jams in several parts of the city such as Guru Mandir, Lasbela, Nazimabad, SITE, Gulberg, New Karachi, Surjani Town and Sohrab Goth. 


The police raided the Siddiq-i-Akbar mosque and arrested 10 religious activists, including Maulana Ghafoor Nadeem, the pesh-imam, and his three sons for violence, arson and possession of unlicensed weapons. 


The New Karachi Town police chief, SP Mohammed Farooq, told Dawn that workers of the outlawed organisation took positions in two domes of the mosque and opened fire on the streets. 

“A strong contingent of police and Rangers raided the mosque and arrested the suspects along with their illegal weapons,” he added. 

Maulana Ghafoor Nadeem, who was in police custody, told Dawn that the police had arrested his three sons for possessing unlicensed weapons. “We have valid licences of the weapons,” he added. 

He said the police failed to arrest the people responsible for the violence and raided the mosque to cover up “their inefficiency”. 


The residents said a group of armed protesters gathered at Nagin Chowrangi at around 6.30am and set on fire a minibus and a Hi-roof van before they burnt old tryes on the streets, suspending vehicular traffic. The protesters also damaged a petrol station and tried to put it on fire. 


They said the police reached the spot and also resorted to heavy firing into the air. The police also fired several teargas shells to disperse the protesters. 


The Sir Syed Town police said two persons, including a woman, were wounded in the morning when the protesters resorted to heavy firing at Nagin Chowrangi. 

The residents said the situation came under control for some time after the protesters dispersed amid heavy firing. They said the locality and its neighbourhood reverberated with heavy gunfire once again at around 2.30pm. 


The police said the protesters took positions inside the mosque and its adjacent seminary and opened fire. 

They said an ASI of the Shahrah-i-Noorjahan police station, Manzoor Hussain, and a passerby were wounded in the firing. 


The SHO of the Sir Syed Town police station, Inspector Syed Anwar Ali Shah, told Dawn that 10 workers of the banned SSP were arrested during the raid on the mosque and they were booked in as many cases. “Six pistols, a repeater, a .222 rifle and a sizeable quantity of jihadi literature were seized in the raid,” he added. 


He said five SSP activists – Abdul Khaliq, son of Mohammed Shafi, Khadim Hussain, son of Mohammed Bakhsh, Imran, son of Tahir Khan, Bashir, son of Abdul Ghani, and Tahir, son of Rehman – were booked and arrested in a case (FIR 370/2009) registered under Sections 353 (assault to deter public servants from discharge of duty), 324 (attempted murder), 435 (arson), 147 (punishment for rioting), 148 (rioting with deadly weapons), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code.The SHO said that five other activists – Zohaib, Rashid and Mavia, sons of Maulana Ghafoor Nadeem, and Danish, son of Jalal, and Saleem, son of Meher Bakhsh – were booked and arrested in a case (FIR 374/2009) under Sections 353, 324, 427 (causing damage to property), 147, 148, 149 and 34 of the PPC. 


Inspector Shah said separate FIRs were registered under Section 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1975 against the SSP workers for possessing unlicensed weapons. 


Meanwhile, four wounded victims were brought to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital from the strife-hit areas. 

Hospital sources said ASI Manzoor was hit by a bullet in his abdomen and he was still in a critical condition. They said the rest of the victims were released from the hospital after treatment.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 18/08/2009)

Muttahida man shot dead in Orangi

KARACHI, Aug 17: A 43-year-old worker of the Muttahida Quami Movement was gunned down on Monday near his house in Gulshan-i-Zia Colony, a shantytown in Sector 11½ of Orangi Town, witnesses and police said. 


The Pakistan Bazaar police said that the victim, Abdul Ghaffar, son of Abdul Jabbar, a factory worker, was shot dead at around 10am by four attackers. 

They said that a case (FIR 343/2009) was registered against Abdul Kalam, his son Amir, Mustafa and Ashraf under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) on the complaint of the victim’s son, Zafar Khan. 


Sources at the medico-legal section of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the body was shifted for a post-mortem examination, said that the victim was hit by a bullet in his left arm which then pierced his chest rupturing the heart. 

Young man found shot dead 

A 22-year-old man was found shot dead near the historical Chowkandi graveyard in the remit of the Shah Latif police station. 


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where sources said that the victim had received a bullet to his head from a very close range. They said that the bullet went through the victim’s skull. 


The police said that the victim was identified as Nasir Ali Shah, son of Bullhay Shah, hailing from Mardan. 

They said that the victim was identified by his national identity card, which was found in one of his pockets. 

No case was registered till late as the police were still conducting the medico-legal formalities.

(Dawn-13, 18/08/2009)

Violence grips city after SSP leader’s murder

Violence gripped several areas of Karachi on Monday after Ali Sher Hyderi, a leader of the banned religious group, the Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan, was killed in district Khairpur.


Several vehicles and petrol pumps were torched and damaged, while more than 10 people, including a police officer, were injured due to firing. The police claim to have arrested more than 30 people in this regard, and have recovered a huge cache of arms.

Sipah-e-Sahaba leader Allama Hyderi was killed late Sunday night by unidentified men in district Khairpur. On Monday morning, armed men forcefully closed shops in North Nazimabad, New Karachi, Shadman Town, Patel Para, Lasbella, Shah Faisal Colony, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and other parts of Karachi, and scared people off the roads with aerial firing.


Moreover, armed men had attacked passing vehicles, damaged cars and motorcycles and also broke signals and shops. They blocked roads near Nagan Chowrangi (North Karachi), torched tyres and shot in the air at random.


The police said that armed men also broken the windshields and windows of passing vehicles and had torched a bus (JA-0843), a Hi-roof (CK-1543) and a motorcycle near Shadman Town. They then moved forward from Nagan Chowrangi, and attacked petrol pumps and had damaged machines and windows there. Meanwhile, Rangers personnel were called in. They arrested four suspects and saved the pump from getting torched. Afterwards, the Rangers handed over the accused persons to the Sir Syed police station.


They police further said that armed men shot at random and the police and passersby, due to which 18-year-old Raza Ahmed, 24-year-old Hassan Raj, 20-year-old Faraz, and 45-year-old Abdullah were injured. They were immediately shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.


The problem spread to Orangi Town, where armed men forcefully closed down shops, indulged in aerial firing, and torched a UTS-13 bus near Metro Cinema. At Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan, armed men attacked Imam Bargah Zainul Abideen and shot at people at random, injuring Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Manzoor Hussain, Shamim Bibi and 34-year-old. All of them were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, after which the police and Rangers reached the site. The miscreants, however, managed to flee.


In Patel Para, miscreants shot in the air, torched tyres, blocked Jehangir Road, and damaged parked and passing vehicles, including a motorcycle. They went on to set a Suzuki pickup on fire in Qayyumabad.


In Lyari, armed supporters of the Sipah-e-Sahaba forcefully closed shops, and torched two motorcycles in Bihar Colony. Violence also gripped Daud Chowrangi, New Karachi, Sharafi Goth, Future Colony, Mansheera Colony, Mujahid Colony, Korangi, Zaman Town, Moachko, Saeedabad and other parts of the city.


Moreover, the armed men also fired shots near an Imambargah in Shah Faisal Colony, and other Imambargahs in the city.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 18/08/2009)
Leaders arrested, ammunition, books, CDs recovered during operation

Amidst the violence that gripped the city on Monday in the aftermath of the murder of a Sipah-e-Sahaba leader, town municipal officers consulted with superior officers for further orders, and were directed to arrest the miscreants.


The police moved towards the Siddiq-e-Akber Mosque, Nagan Chowrangi, to arrest people involved in aerial firing. Meanwhile, armed men took up positions on the roof of the mosque, and shot at the police, who then called in Rangers personnel for help.


The Rangers and the police led a grand operation and managed to enter the Siddiq-e-Akber mosque after forceful resistance from the miscreants. Ten men, allegedly guards and activists of the banned Sipah-e-Sahaba were arrested, and a huge cache of arms was recovered. Sipah-e-Sahaba leader (and Pesh Imam of the Sidddiq-e-Akber Mosque) Allama Ghafoor Nadeem, his son, Sohail Nadeem, and a man identified as Danish, who was wanted by the police for more than 10 cases of heinous crime, were among those arrested, according to Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Karachi Waseem Ahmed.


CCPO Ahmed further said that during the search operation, the police recovered eight TT pistols, one .222 rifle, one repeater, a huge quantity of ammunition, and objectionable literature in the form of CDs and books. An FIR has been registered and investigation is under way. Meanwhile, conditions in the city are returning to normal.

(The News-13, 18/08/2009)
Policemen indicted for girl’s rape, murder

KARACHI, Aug 18: An anti-terrorism court on Tuesday indicted two policemen on charges of kidnap, rape and murder of a three-year-old girl.


Judge Syed Hasan Shah Bukhari of the ATC-I read out the charges against the traffic police constables, Bashir Ahmed and Noor Mohammad, stating that the suspects committed rape and murder intentionally after kidnapping the girl, Sana, in Noorani Basti in Korangi, and thereby committed the crimes punishable under Sections 364-A (kidnapping or abducting a person under the age of 10), 376 (punishment for rape) and 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code within the cognizance of his court.


“I further charge you (suspects) that in furtherance of your common intension on above date and place, committed the offences of kidnapping, rape and qatl-e-amd, which created terror, a sense of fear and insecurity among the family members of victim and public, thereby committed an offence punishable under Section 7 (a), (b) & (c) Anti-terrorism Act 1997 within the cognizance of this court,” the judge stated. 


However, the suspects denied the charges and opted to contest the case. The court summoned prosecution witnesses to record their statements on the next date of hearing. 


The court adjourned the hearing till Wednesday. 

Earlier, the investigation officer stated in the charge-sheet that two witnesses had identified the suspects and assigned their role in the commissioning of the crime during an identification parade held in the court of a judicial magistrate. The witnesses also recorded their statements against the suspects under Section 164 of the criminal procedure code before the magistrate, he added. 


The section of a sexual assault was not initially included in the charge-sheet, but medical evidence from the chemical examiner’s office confirmed that the girl was subjected to it before her death, and it was therefore added to the charge-sheet by the IO. 


The prosecution said that the victim’s body was recovered from a manhole near the FTC building on a lead given by the suspects following their arrest on July 5. Later, both the suspects were remanded in judicial custody. 


The victim’s father, Mohammad Qasim, mother Rashida, neighbours/relatives Saeedullah, Noor Mohammad, Mohammad Yasin, Munir Ahmed, Abdul Rahim, complainant Abdul Hashim, Sub-Inspector Saleem, ASIs Abdul Khaliq, Faraz Ali and Jan Mohammad of the Zaman Town police station, Inspector Yousuf Khan and Sub-Inspector Ghias Khan of the traffic police, Medico-Legal Officers Dr Abdul Jabbar and Dr Fareeda Mobin, Chemical Examiner Dr Fazal Elahi, Judicial Magistrate Malik Akhtar Hussain and Investigation Officer Mohammad Arshad are the prosecution witnesses in the case. 


Special Public Prosecutor Mohammad Khan Buriro said that the trial would be conducted on a day-to-day basis and the case was likely to be decided by the end of this month. 


According to the prosecution, Head Constable Bashir Ahmed and Constable Noor Mohammad of the traffic police were arrested for kidnapping three-year-old Sana, daughter of Mohammad Qasim, on July 3 when she was playing with her friends near her house in Korangi. They allegedly subjected her to a sexual assault, killed her and dumped the body into a manhole near the FTC building. 


A case (FIR 331/2009) was registered against the suspects under Sections 364, 376 and 302/34 of the Pakistan Penal Code read with Section 6(b) punishable under Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 on the complaint of the victim’s uncle, Abdul Hashim, at the Zaman Town police station.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-13, 19/08/2009)

Policeman’s wife shot dead

The wife of a police officer was gunned down on Wednesday in the Korangi area in a targeted killing. 


Unidentified armed men travelling on a motorcycle shot dead Ms Erum Mahnoor, aged 37, late Wednesday night. Police said the Erum was the wife of Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Fayyaz and sister-in-law of Sub- Inspector (SI) Ijaz Shah. 


Both the brothers had taken part in the infamous Karachi operations in 1992 and 1997. SI Ijaz Shah had played an active part in the 1997 operation, and was gunned down in 2000 in Korangi.


Later, SI Ijaz’s brother, ASI Fayyaz was also targeted when a taxi that he and his wife Erum were travelling in was sprayed with bullets back on August 9, 2007. 


The couple survived the attack, but ASI Fayyaz was badly injured and paralyzed. He, after an operation, eventually left for his hometown of Hazara along with his wife and two children. Erum later returned to Karachi with her two children and was living with her mother for the past few weeks, while ASI Fayyaz was still in Hazara.


According to the details, Erum was visiting her other brother in law, Salahuddin, in Korangi for dinner. She left the house along with Salahuddin at around 11.30, and had managed to take only a few steps when a motorcycle, with two young passengers pulled up next to her and shot her at close range. She was shot twice in the face and once each in the arm and chest – dying instantly on the spot. The motorcyclists managed to flee. 


BODIES FOUND: In a separate case, a bullet-riddled body of an unidentified man, 25, bearing marks of physical torture, was found from Malir City area. Police said that the body was lying in the bushes situated near Jinnah Square, Malir. Unidentified persons after kidnapping the deceased, tied his hands, tortured him brutally, shot and killed him, and threw his body in the vicinity. A case was reported at the police station. 


In yet another case, the body of an unidentified man, 35, bearing marks of physical torture, and apparently strangled, was found from the Mauripur police limits. The body was found from behind the wall of the Police Training College (PTC), Saeedabad, Mauripur. A case was reported and investigation is on. A case was registered and investigation is under way. 

(The News-13, 20/08/2009)
Sindh police taken for granted: Mahar

The police receive Rs47 per vehicle for fuel to patrol and maintain law and order for an entire day, said Chairman Sindh Assembly’s standing committee on home, Anwar Ahmed Khan Mahar.


“Obviously, policemen indulge in corruption to arrange for facilities such as fuel under these circumstances,” said Mahar speaking to The News at the Sindh Assembly. “One of the main causes of poor law and order in the province is that the police are not provided with reasonable facilities.”


He said that the British rulers provided residential facilities to the policemen attached with police stations but now there is no such thing. As a result, the policemen have to live with the general population. Secondly, they are not available in emergencies as they live in far-away places, said Mahar, adding that the delay in the announcement of their rewards and the low salaries also demoralises the police.


Another cause for concern is the supremacy of the criminals with regard to sophisticated weaponry, said Mahar, explaining that recently even an anti-aircraft gun was recovered from Shikarpur. Because of this, the police find it difficult to confront criminals. He said that the colonial rulers established supremacy of policemen even over Sardars and tribal chiefs because of the weapons available to them. They allowed licences of 32-bore pistol to individuals including the feudal lords but the policemen were provided 38-bore revolvers. Similarly, only the law enforcement personnel were entitled to possess rifles. No Sardar or tribal chief was licensed to own rifles during the colonial era.


Among other causes such as poverty and unemployment, tribal feuds also nurture crime. “Influential feudal personalities patronise criminals to further their vested interests,” he added.


Speaking about the disparity of the policemen-to-citizen ratio, Mahar told The News that in Karachi there is one policeman for every 600 people, while internationally, there is one policeman for every 250 people. “It is this shortage of police personnel that is also aggravating the law-and-order situation,” said Mahar.


Talking about salaries, Mahar cited the example of the Motorway Police where a good salary package and other facilities help to improve the state of affairs as “the motorway police enforces the law without any fear and nepotism.”


Mahar believed that the present government has taken some positive steps like increasing the salary up to Rs10,000 along with new recruitments. 


Talking about suggestions of police officers, politicians, Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) and others, he said there is one suggestion that must be mentioned – the tenure of the District Police Officer (DPO) and SHO should be predetermined and they should not be transferred arbitrarily, “Merit should be criteria for transfers and postings,” he said.


The present government, he explained, was following these principles, as some DPOs have been performing their duties without any transfers.


He suggested that since the CPLC had performed well in terms of bridging the gap between the police and general public in Karachi, its network should be extended to other districts of Sindh to provide relief to the people against police excesses.


Quoting from his personal experience when he was the Chairman of the standing committee on food and agriculture during out-going assembly, Anwar Mahar emphasised that law and order is integral for development. He said that Z.A. Bhutto agriculture research centre in Larkana was unable to function because of frequent burglaries. Thus, farmers did not benefit from it in terms of assessing the quality of seeds.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-19, 20/08/2009)
Human rights excesses

THE National Assembly was informed on Wednesday that over 8,000 cases of human rights abuse are pending action across the country. Of the nearly 11,000 such cases collectively recorded in all the provinces over the past three years, only 2,632 saw prosecution. Most of the others remain in limbo because there has been no follow-up by the relevant provincial departments which are supposed to take action on the directives of the Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights. This shows the low priority we attach to ensuring that human rights are not violated with impunity as they are now, compounding the country’s already negative image. Part of the concerned ministry’s mandate is to obtain information, documents and reports regarding complaints and allegations of human rights violations, refer and recommend investigations, and even develop and conduct information programmes to foster public awareness of human rights, laws and the remedies available against violations.


The human rights minister has complained that his ministry is short of funds. In fact, the authorities’ lethargy in bringing human rights violators to book is aggravating the situation. By failing to make such cases a priority, the state is turning a blind eye to transgressions, an attitude that can only embolden potential perpetrators. Thorough and prompt investigations and successful prosecutions are key to discouraging and preventing crime of any sort. In a country where there is already poor public awareness about basic human rights, it is incumbent on the state to step up its efforts to prosecute human rights violators. The law-enforcement personnel must be encouraged to treat such abuse as a serious crime, and investigations must be thorough enough to enable prosecution. It is only then that the government will be able to send out a clear signal that such violations will not be tolerated.

(Dawn-7, 21/08/2009)

MBA student gunned down

KARACHI, Aug 20: A 24-year-old man, student of the Masters of Business Administration programme at Karachi University, was shot dead on Thursday near his house in Block 10 of Federal B Area, witnesses and police said. 

They said the victim, Ahad Ahsan Fareedi, son of Syed Kamal Fareedi, a resident of house D-270, was walking home when at around 5.30pm a motorcyclist intercepted him in front of a nearby house. 


The witnesses said that the motorcyclist talked to the victim for a little while before he opened fire, killing the university student instantly.


They said the attacker rode away after the shooting, leaving behind the victim in a pool of blood. 

The body was later shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim was hit by three bullets in his upper torso. 

They said the young man was shot from a very close range as all bullets pierced the body. 


The police said no case was registered till late in the night as the medico-legal formalities were still being completed. 

They said that the incident appeared to be motivated by a personal enmity. 


Minibus conductor killed 

A 22-year-old man was shot dead in an attack in Laasi Goth, a shantytown in the remit of the Sohrab Goth police station. 


The police said that the victim, Habib Khan, son of Wali Ullah, hailing from the NWFP, was a conductor of a minibus of route X-2 and lived in a dera (shared accommodation) in the shantytown. 


They said that four unidentified attackers opened fire on the victim in the small hours of Thursday, killing him on the spot. 


Sources at the medico-legal section of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the victim’s body was shifted for an autopsy, said that the young man was hit by two bullets in his abdomen and chest. 


The police said that a case (FIR 542/2009) was registered against unidentified attackers under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the minibus driver, Sher Khan. 


Property dealer shot dead 

A 40-year-old man was shot dead and his friend wounded near the latter’s house when two unidentified attackers on as many motorbikes opened fire on the victims’ car at Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society in the remit of the Ferozeabad police station. 


The police said that Mohammed Amin, son of Mohammed Yousuf, a resident of Block B and real estate dealer, was on his way in his Suzuki Khyber car along with his friend, Shakil Jafferani, when they were attacked near Amin’s house. 

They said that the two friends were wounded, one of them fatally, in the attack and the attackers, who had covered their faces with helmets, rode away after their swift operation. 


The police said that Amin died on his way to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre. 


Hospital sources said that the deceased was hit by a single bullet in the chest that went through the body and proved fatal. 


They said that the wounded man sustained five bullets, four of them in the hands and legs and one in the abdomen. They said that the wounded man was still in a precarious condition. 


The police said that the two friends, both belonging to the Memon community, were business partners. 

They said that the deceased was stated to be having monetary disputes with several parties. 

No case was registered till late in the night.

(Dawn-13, 21/08/2009)

NED student killed in robbery bid

A student of NED University was killed in a robbery attempt on Thursday. Abdul Ahad, a varsity student was shot dead near his residence in Block-10, Federal B. Area in the jurisdiction of Gulberg police station. 


His body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) where he was identified as 22-year-old Abdul Ahad Faridi son of Kamal Faridi. 


Police said that Faridi was a student of the NED University and was in the final year. The incident took place when an unknown culprit riding a motorbike came over and tried to snatch the mobile phone from Faridi. 


The snatcher shot him in his head when he resisted. The deceased’s father is said to be an official in the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC). No case was registered till the filing of this report. 


Meanwhile, 24-year-old Ishrat Bibi, a newly-married woman, committed suicide at her residence in Machar Colony in the limits of Docks police station.


Bibi was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) in a critical condition by her family members where doctors pronounced her dead due to poisoning. Docks police said that Bibi had recently married Ishaq who was a fisherman by profession. They said that her husband had gone fishing since the last two days. 


In another incident, body of a 35-year-old man was brought to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) where he was identified as Habibullah, son of Waliullah, a resident of North Nazimabad. 


Sohrab Goth police said that the deceased hailed from the NWFP and used to work as a cleaner and was on duty at a truck stand at Lasi Goth in the limits of Sohrab Goth police station, when he received a stray bullet wound in his head and died on the spot. 


Meanwhile, a 30-year-old man identified as Ahmed Khan son of Abbas Ali Khan died when fire broke out at his home located at Sector 1, Pakhtoonabad within the limits of Manghopir police station. 


Police said that the fire broke out due to leakage in the gas pipeline. The deceased recently got married and used to work as a bus conductor.

(The News-13, 21/08/2009)
City suffers another spate of violence and kidnappings

Another law-and-order situation occurred this week when unidentified terrorists killed Allama Ali Sher Hyderi, chief of the banned religious outfit, Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), in Khairpur, Sindh.


In reaction, violence gripped city, particularly North Karachi where armed men resorted to aerial firing, forcing people to close shop. Moreover, armed men also attempted to torch the Zainul Abideen Imamargah in North Nazimabad. Fortunately, in this case the police arrived on time. Meanwhile, miscreants continued to torch vehicles and other public and private property.


When the West Zone Police did not receive any instructions from their superiors, DIG West Zone, Sardar Abdul Majeed Dasti, directed his team to conduct an operation at the Siddiq-i-Akber mosque, Nagan Chowrangi, Sir Syed police limits. Moreover, Dasti personally supervised the operation and arrested 10 men, including the Pesh Imam, with huge cache of arms.


It may be noted here that for the last 10 years, SSP was banned. Since then, the police has never conducted an operation there. However, Dasti decided to do otherwise and also found objectionable literature at the mosque. Moreover, the police also arrested other suspects from the SSP and after the operation at the mosque, the situation was under control. 


On the other hand, several cases of extortion and kidnapping for ransom by armed criminals were also reported in the city.


In Sachal police station, Ghazeen Khan registered his complaint which said that his son had been kidnapped. The report said that he owns a shop of spare parts at the D-7, Bus stop, main Super Highway, where he and his two sons, Shah Faisal and Shah Iran, work.


On August 14, Khan along with his sons were at the shop when Shah Faisal told him that he was going to the tailor shop at Al-Asif Square. He did not return. At about 6.00 p.m., Khan and Shah Iran went to their home in Hasan Noman Colony, Sohrab Goth, and inquired about Faisal from his wife but she said that she had not heard from him. 


When Khan rang up Faisal on his cellphone, he could not get through. He called again at t 11.45 p.m. when an unidentified man answered the phone and told him that he is a friend of Faisal’s and that he was busy at the moment. Afterwards, the phone remained off.


Next morning at about 7.00 a.m., Khan tried calling Faisal again when a man answered who told him that Faisal had been sent to Balochistan. The man demanded Rs10 million as ransom if Khan wanted his son back. Soon afterwards, the same man called and asked for five million rupees. Khan told the caller that he was poor and did not have that much money but the latter threatened to kill his son if he did not pay up. As a result, Khan lodged an FIR and the case has been referred to the Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC).


Another kidnapping for ransom case was reported at the Baghdadi police station. Nadeem, a resident of Frere Residency, Frere Town, was kidnapped by armed men along with his car AQK-950, from Baghdadi Police Line, near Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai Road. The armed men detained him in a Godown and demanded Rs2.5 million for his release but he got released from their custody. A case was registered and investigation is being conducted by the AVCC Unit.


Moreover, at the Sachal police station, Mohammed Hafeez, a resident of Bhittaiabad, registered a complaint saying that he runs a vegetable shop on Street-17, Hussaini Mohallah, Bhittaiabad. He was present at his shop when four armed men on two motorcycles introduced themselves as political workers and representatives of a known political group and asked for money.


It was further alleged that the accused men after robbing him also took money from an internet café, a milk shop, tailor and others, after giving them party receipts. They returned later and took back the slips, threatening them with dire consequences if the matter was reported to the police. The police have lodged an FIR and investigation is underway.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 21/08/2009)
Husband booked for killing wife, relative

KARACHI, Aug 22: A woman and her male relative were killed by her in-laws on Saturday in a shanty town of Bhains Colony in the jurisdiction of the Sukkun police station. 


The area SHO, Mohammad Ali Dhamrah, said that a couple of days ago, Rahila, 40, the mother of seven, left her home after developing some differences with her husband Lal Mohammad, a transporter by profession. She went to the house of one of her relatives, Ajmal, a driver of Shama Coach who worked with the victim woman’s husband, police said. 


He said the woman’s husband found her at Ajmal’s home and he, along with his two brothers Saifullah and Abdullah, forced Rahila and Ajmal to return to their Bhains Colony residence. 


He said that the husband and wife had quarrelled again at their home and Lal Mohammad, with the help of his brothers, hit Rahila with a spade and an axe before hitting Ajmal’s head with the same weapons. The three suspects managed to escape, however. 


The police said the suspects and the victim woman hailed from Waziristan, the NWFP. 


The SHO said that the police reached the scene and found Ajmal, 35, dead. They shifted the badly injured Rahila to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where she also died. 


A case (FIR 243/09) was registered on the complaint of Rahila’s father, Abdul Rauf, against his son-in-law, Lal Mohammad, and his two brothers, Saifullah and Abdullah, under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 324 (attempted murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Sukkun police station. 


The police were investigating the matter and it was premature to say whether this was a case of honour killing or a simple family feud, the SHO added. 


Man killed in robbery bid 

A man was killed by two bandits when he resisted a cellphone snatching bid in the Korangi area in the remit of the Awami Colony police station. 


However, one of the bandits was apprehended by the police when the pair was fleeing after committing another robbery in Korangi No 2½. 


Landhi Town SP Zahid Hussain Shah said that Mohammad Farooq, a garment factory agent, was waiting for the factory owner outside the facility at about 10.30am in Korangi No 4 when two armed men on a motorbike came close to him and tried to snatch his cellphone at gunpoint. Farooq offered resistance, upon which the robbers shot at him and escaped with his cellphone, the SP said. 


The Awami Colony police said that the wounded man was taken to a nearby hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds. He sustained a single bullet wound to his abdomen, which proved fatal. 


The SP said that after shooting the garment factory agent, the pair reached Korangi No 2½, where they looted Rs39,000 from the cashier of a petrol pump. 


Quoting the statements of witnesses, the SP said that while fleeing on a motorbike, the looted cash slipped from the hands of a bandit and the two stopped the two-wheeler to retrieve it. In the meanwhile, people at the petrol pump shouted for help, alerting some policemen deputed at a nearby bank. The policemen saw the bandits fleeing and tried to stop them. In a state of panic, the bandit riding the motorcycle lost control and was arrested, but his accomplice managed to escape, said the SP. 


He said that the arrested bandit was identified as Nadim and during initial interrogation he told the police that he and his accomplice, Ahmed, shot at a man in Korangi No 4 to snatch his cellphone. 

The police recovered the looted cash, a TT pistol and the snatched cellphone from his possession.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-13, 23/08/2009)

Rehman Dakait and the politics of Lyari

Shero and Dadal, brothers and notorious criminals, ruled the roost in Karachi for two decades during the 50s right up till the 70s. Both were backed by the ruling party, the conventional league in the metropolis, and Karachiites still remember being terrorised by the duo back then. 


Following in the footsteps of his not-so-illustrious father and uncle, Rehman ‘Dakait’ Baloch also ruled present-day Karachi with an iron fist — from the 90s till about two weeks ago when he was shot dead. 


Quite like his father and uncle, Rehman too was supported by the ruling parties in the city which is probably why he wanted to be a politician. In fact, he even posed as a political-cum-social worker during the last days of his life. 


Dakait was shot dead in a suspect police encounter when he was intercepted by the police party led by the equally controversial SP Aslam Chaudhry. It is interesting to note that although Dakait served quite a few political leaders — including Baloch nationalist leaders and other regional political parties — none among them condemned his murder or offered messages of condolence. 


King of Lyari: Interestingly enough, Baloch had been working towards changing his lifestyle in what eventually turned out to be the last few days of his life. In fact, the area people referred to him as Sardar Abdul Rehman. 


To this end, he held open kutcheries daily in areas where he had complete command and resolved complaints brought to him by the people. This he did by issuing directives to the concerned local administration and, in some cases, the police. 


Undoubtedly, Dakait was the ‘King’ of Lyari and his word was considered as the final verdict. The town administration followed his instructions, and transfers and deputation of officers were carried out at his recommendation. Thus, many builders and mafias hired Rehman’s services for encroachment on government and private land in Karachi, and Balochistan. Ironically, he was also involved in most of the land deals in the city.


A closer look at his activities suggests that Rehman really did work like a leader. Hundreds of area youth were recruited at his recommendation in the police and other government departments. The area MNA and MPAs – and some provincial ministers — had no choice but to obey his orders. 


Those who didn’t would come under heavy criticism, for example, the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Federal Minister Nabeel Gabol when he refused to provide jobs to the area youth at Rehman’s recommendation. As a result, the people organised protest rallies in the city and staged a sit-in at the Chief Minister House. Later, the Minister surrendered and jobs were given to the candidates suggested by him.


Political ambitions: Rehman Dakait started his political activities in 2001 when the first local bodies election was held. He fielded candidates for Union Council (UC) nazims and councillors and pressured the PPP to nominate his man as naib nazim in the town. Some local PPP leaders supported Rehman in this regard, but the late Benazir Bhutto (BB) nominated ex-PPP MPA Abdul Khaliq Jumma and Malik Muhammad Khan as Town Nazim and Naib Nazim, respectively. The PPP won both seats but the PML-Q/MQM coalition government posted officers in the town administration at the recommendation of Dakait.


Few years back, the local administration and police used Rehman’s influence in the second local bodies’ election to defeat the PPP in its stronghold Lyari. The PPP nominated Malik Muhammad Khan and Abdullah Abdul Rahim as Town Nazim and Naib Nazim while Rehman backed rival Malik Fayyaz against the PPP candidates for Town Nazim.


Despite the majority of councilors in town, PPP lost the elections, allegedly, due to change in loyalties forced upon them on gunpoint. The main instigator in this game was police officer Ch. Aslam, allegedly. The previous government posted Khan as In-charge, Lyari Task Force, and both Rehman and SP Aslam achieved all tasks given to them by the previous regime. This time around, however, only Khan managed to do the same – by taking down Dakait in an encounter. 


In the 2008 general elections, the PPP won all MNA and MPAs seats in Lyari, and party workers claimed that Rehman was backing the PPP this time around. Later, the gang leader took advantage his good relations with the PPP bosses and pressursed the party to change the Town Nazim. 


The PPP government also posted officers in the town administration and police stations at Dakait’s recommendation. Agha Siraj Durrani, the Provincial Local Government (LG) Minister, also posted officers of Rehman’s choice in the area. Once again, the PPP MNAs and MPAs were helpless before Rehman and the Provincial Minister, Rafiq Baloch, was forced to leave the area because he failed to do his bidding. 


In fact, a local PPP leader, on condition anonymity, claimed that most of Rehman’s close aides were active members of the PPP (Shaheed Bhutto). Meanwhile, the local and district PPP leaders who supported Rehman did so at the instructions of the party’s bosses.


Since Rehman enjoyed political influence, he decided to enter politics and started working to this end. He played a key role in the no-confidence move against Malik Fayyaz, Lyari Town Nazim, and later against the Keamari Town Nazim Humayun Khan with the cooperation of the local leaders of different political parties.


Dakait also organised a peace committee – the People’s Amn Committee — and set up its offices in Lyari. The same committee was set up in Malir, Garden, Ranchor Line, Keamari, Pak Colony and Old Golimar. The PPP flag as well as BB’s portrait were used to garner support for the activities of this committee which, ironically, threatened and harassed many people in the areas mentioned above.


Political Connections: Local PPP leaders including PPP’s City Chief Faisal Raza Abidi and some other district leaders participated in the functions organised by the People’s Amn Committee. In fact, party leaders and workers preferred to work for this committee rather than the party, which proved to be a huge challenge for the PPP.


Rehman also posed as a Baloch nationalist and used that card to achieve his goals. Reportedly, he financed the Baloch nationalist groups and the City President of the Baloch National Party (BNP), Zahid Baloch, was a close friend of Dakait’s. 


The fact of the matter is that no political party was active in Lyari because of Dakait. The situation remains tense even after his death and the police has advised Sindh Minister Rafiq Engineer, Federal State Minister Nabeel Gabol and MPA Salim Hangoro to stay away from the area as the people are still hostile towards the government. 


In a bid to show how Rehman enjoyed support from those in power, his supporters and area people provided pictures to the media in which Rehman and two other people (who also died in the encounter) appeared to be close to the Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza and Agha Siraj Durrani. The local PPP leaders also claimed that Rehman had regular meetings with the party’s ministers both in and outside of Lyari.


Rehman’s killing has come under discussion during high level meetings with President Asif Zardari and Prime Minister Gilani. In fact, Sindh Information Minister Shazia Marri termed his killing as action taken against a dacoit. However, local party leaders remain disturbed by the situation and fear that the PPP’s popularity is dwindling in Lyari. However, Rehman’s supporters still insist that the deceased must be respected and appealed the media to project him as a ‘Messiah’, not a dacoit or a murderer.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-20, 24/08/2009)
Elderly woman found slaughtered in Naval Colony

KARACHI, Aug 24: A 60-year-old widowed woman, who was living with her two unmarried daughters, was slaughtered on Monday at her rented house in Naval Colony in the remit of the Saeedabad police station, witnesses and police said. 

They said that the victim, Saeeda Bibi, widow of Azeem Khan, was alone at the house, as her two daughters, both teachers at a private school in the locality, were at their workplace. 


The police said that the elderly woman was killed by unidentified robbers who also took away the cash and jewellery from the victim’s house. 


The victim’s daughters told the police that they left for their school at around 7.30am and returned home at 12.15pm to find their mother lying in a room in a pool of blood with her throat slit. 

They said that the locks of the cupboards were broken open and the cash, jewellery and other valuables placed inside were missing. 


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the victim’s throat was slit with a sharp-edged weapon such as a knife or a dagger. 
The police said that the woman, along with her two daughters, had been living on her own in the rented house for the past two years after estrangement from her only son, who lived with his wife and two children in Manora. 

They said that a case (FIR 461/2009) was registered against unidentified culprits under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 392 (punishment for robbery) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) on the complaint of the victim’s son, Saeed Khan. 


Meanwhile, the police investigators said that the elderly woman’s murder might be motivated by a personal enmity and the culprit or culprits might have tried to give the incident a colour of robbery to mislead the investigators. 


Auto-rickshaw driver shot dead 
An auto-rickshaw driver was killed and his two relatives were wounded in a firing incident in the mafia-infested Lyari in the remit of the Baghdadi police station. 

The police said that Mohammed Usman, 50, son of Mohammed Imran, the rickshaw driver, was on his way back home along with his relatives, Saleh, 50, son of Usman, and Abbas, 45, son of Adam, in his three-wheeler when it came under fire near Aath Chowk. 


They said that the three relatives, all residents of Juma Baloch Goth, a shantytown near Agra Taj Colony, were hit by a bullet each and became wounded, one of them fatally, in the crossfire between two groups of gangsters. 


The police said that the victims were immediately moved to the Civil Hospital Karachi where the rickshaw driver was pronounced dead, and the other two were admitted. 


Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section said that all three victims received bullets in their backs. 


41 vehicles, 32 cellphones taken away on 1st of Ramazan 

As many as 41 vehicles – 11 automobiles and 30 motorcycles – and 32 cellular phones were taken away in different parts of the city on the first day of Ramazan. 


Officials at the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee told Dawn that two cars, six motorcycles and nine cellular phones were snatched at gunpoint during armed hold-ups, while nine cars, 24 bikes and 23 mobile phone handsets were stolen across the city. 


Meanwhile, they said, 13 cars, 33 motorcycles and 31 mobile phones were taken away by the evening of Monday in different parts of the city. 


The CPLC officials said that three cars were snatched at gunpoint within the police precincts of Bin Qasim, Sachal and Al-Falah. 


They said that 10 other automobiles were stolen in the police jurisdictions of Boat Basin, Azizabad, New Town, Awami Colony, Khawaja Ajmair Nagri, Taimuria, North Nazimabad and Sharea Faisal. 


The CPLC officials said that eight motorbikes were snatched at gunpoint in the police precincts of Surjani Town, Mubina Town, Ferozeabad, Sharafi Goth, Rizvia Society, Sir Syed Town, Shahrah-i-Noorjahan and Risala. 


They said that 25 other motorcycles were stolen in the police remit of Moch Koh, Shah Latif Town, Khokhrapar, Gabol Town, Aziz Bhatti, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, PIB Colony, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Ferozeabad, Awami Colony, Nazimabad, Sharifabad, Kalri, New Karachi Industrial Area, Pakistan Bazar, Kharadar, Preedy, Artillery Maidan and Site-B. 


The CPLC officials said that 14 mobile phone handsets were snatched at gunpoint by the evening of Monday in the police areas of Ferozeabad, Al-Falah, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, New Karachi, Preedy, Shah Faisal Colony, Shah Latif Town, Sharea Faisal, Shershah, Site-A and Zaman Town.They said that 17 cellular phones were stolen in the police jurisdictions of Kharadar, New Town, North Nazimabad, Azizabad, Baloch Colony, Boat Basin, Clifton, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Korangi, PIB Colony, Pirabad, Preedy and Site-A.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 25/08/2009)

Muttahida man, friend shot dead

KARACHI, Aug 25: A 33-year-old worker of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement and his friend were killed in a midnight attack in Shah Faisal Colony, witnesses and police said on Tuesday. 


They said that the Muttahida worker, Ejaz Ahmed Baig, a resident of Shah Faisal Colony No 2, was sitting with his friend, Ateeq Ahmed, 32, a resident of Korangi, at a carom club when four attackers on two motorcycles opened fire on them late on Monday night. 


The witnesses said that two attackers entered the carom club at around 11.50pm while the two others stood guard outside. They said that one of the attackers went straight to the Muttahida worker, an employee of the city government, and shot him with a 9mm pistol. 


The witnesses said that the victim’s friend, an employee of a private hospital, grappled with the attacker who in the meantime had already opened fire on the Muttahida worker. 

They said that the other attacker also opened fire as the victim’s friend struggled with his accomplice. 


The witnesses said that both the young men were killed instantly and the attackers rode away after the shooting.


The bodies were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for autopsies. Sources at the hospital’s medico-legal section told Dawn that the Muttahida worker was hit by two bullets, one in the head and the other in the abdomen. 

They said that Ateeq Ahmed, the father of a minor boy, received five bullets, four in the abdomen and one in the chin. 


The area SHO, Inspector Atif Shah, told Dawn that no case was registered till late night as the victims’ relatives were busy with the funerals. 


The MQM’s co-ordination committee (Rabita committee) condemned the targeted killing of Ejaz Ahmed Baig, who was a worker of the party’s unit 106 in Shah Faisal Colony. 


In a statement, it termed the incident a conspiracy to wreck the city’s peace. 


The Rabita committee said that the conspirators were targeting MQM activists with the help of criminal elements to disrupt the democratic process in Sindh and to create a reason to derail democracy in the country.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 26/08/2009)

Suspected robber killed in shootout

KARACHI, Aug 25: A suspected bandit was killed and his accomplice was arrested on Tuesday in a shootout with police in North Nazimabad, witnesses and police said. 


They said that a gang of four bandits barged into the house of Shamim Ahmed, a US-based businessman, at around 9.15am and held the inmates hostage at gunpoint. 


The police said that one of the neighbours informed the police about the presence of the bandits at the house (C-254) in Block I and a police party immediately rushed to the spot. 


They said that the bandits opened fire when they saw police surrounding the house and tried to flee. However, the police said that they also returned fire and one of the bandits was hit and killed, while another was arrested. 


They said that two other bandits fled the crime-scene amid heavy firing. 


The police said that the killed suspect was identified as Sajid, a resident of Surjani Town, and the arrested suspect was identified as Riyaz, a resident of Landhi. 


They said that the absconding bandits were identified as Nadim and Irshad. 


The police said that two TT pistols were seized from the suspects. They said that a case (FIR 441/2009) was registered against the bandits on the complaint of Mukhtar Ahmed, the brother-in-law of the house owner. 


‘ Bandits’ overpowered 

Four suspected bandits, including a 40-year-old woman and her teenaged son and daughter, were overpowered by their victims on Tuesday at an apartment just opposite Karachi Cantonment Board Office on Sarwar Shaheed Road. 


The Frere police said that the suspects, identified as Fahmida, her 17-year-old son Wajahat, her 16-year-old daughter Samra, and Salman, 18, entered the flat of Sabahat Ullah Khan at Paradise Palace Apartments at around 10.30am and held his wife, Uzma Sabahat, 57, the mother of three sons, hostage at gunpoint.They said that the woman, however, grappled with the intruders, who stabbed her in the face and shoulders. They said that a TT pistol and a dagger were seized from the suspects.

(Dawn-15, 26/08/2009)

Six injured as City Wardens beaten up, fired at

A group of encroachers on Tuesday opened fire on City Wardens and injured six officials while they were on duty for traffic management at the newly-constructed Preedy Street


The incident suspended traffic at the Preedy Street and adjoining roads in Saddar. However, District Coordination Officer (DCO) Karachi, Javed Hanif Khan, promptly reached the spot and controlled the situation after which traffic was restored in Saddar.


According to details Saddar Town administration was removing roadside encroachments including hand trolleys and pathareys at Preedy Street to clear the way for traffic when the encroachers started firing on City Wardens and injured six of them. 


The injured wardens were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for first aid. Khan also directed to register a first information report (FIR) against the persons involved in the firing incident.

(The News-13, 26/08/2009)
Two Muttahida activists gunned down

Six people, including two activists of Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), were killed in different parts of the city on Tuesday. 


Ijaz Baig and Mohammed Atiq were fired upon by two armed men riding a motorcycle in Shah Faisal Colony No-2 late Monday-Tuesday night. The area people rushed them to the hospital, where they succumbed to their injuries. Both were affiliated with MQM. Following the incident, the party leaders and activists reached the hospital and launched protest against the killings. The whole of Shah Faisal Colony wore a deserted look while there were also reports of aerial firing in the area.


Deceased Ijaz was a resident of Shah Faisal Colony No-2, while Atiq was a resident of Korangi and due to life threat he was living with his brother-in-law Ijaz in Shah Faisal Colony. Ijaz was an employee of City District Government Karachi. 


Their funeral prayers were held at Ghausia Masjid, Shah Faisal Colony No-2, and they were buried in the area graveyard. Police were investigating the matter. 


Meanwhile, North Nazimabad police foiled a robbery bid and during an encounter one bandit was killed.


According to SHO North Nazimabad police station Minhajul Hassan, three armed men broke into the house of Shamim in Block-A, North Nazimabad in the morning. 


In the meantime a neighbour of Shahmim called the Madadgar-15, following which a police mobile was despatched to the scene. Upon seeing the police, the bandits opened fire and an encounter ensued during which one bandit sustained injuries, while his two accomplices fled under the cover of fire.


The injured bandit was shifted to the hospital but he succumbed to his injuries. He was identified as Sajjid. He was a resident of Korangi and wanted by the police in a number of robbery cases. Police claimed to have recovered two TT pistols and looted items from the killed suspect. A case was registered and investigation was underway. 


MISHAPS: Iqrar Ahmed (23) was crushed to death by a speeding bus in Paposh Nagar police limits. The deceased was standing at the SSC Board Office, when the driver of speeding bus of route 2D lost control of the bus and dashed into a car and then hit Iqrar who died on the spot. The passersby caught the driver and after beating him they handed him over to the police.


Meanwhile, four-year-old Hassan died after slipping from the rooftop of Falak Naz Apartment in Airport police limits, while he was playing there.


In yet another incident, an unidentified man of about 25 years age was crushed to death by a speeding car near UP Mor in New Karachi, while he was riding his motorcycle.

(The News-14, 26/08/2009)
Two ‘bandits’ killed after shootout in SITE

KARACHI, Aug 26: Two bandits were killed and as many others were arrested on Wednesday following a shootout with police in SITE, witnesses and police said. 


They said four bandits entered a knitwear factory at Metroville at around 5.30pm and held the employees hostage at gunpoint. 


The witnesses said that the bandits had already relieved the factory employees of their cash, mobile phones and watches at gunpoint before the police reached there. 


The SITE Town police chief, SP Asad Raza, told Dawn that the factory owner, Bashir Ahmed, remained unnoticed by the intruders, as he locked himself in his washroom and called the police. 


“A police party immediately reached the spot and the bandits opened fire on them as the raiding party entered the factory’s main gate,” he said and added that the policemen also returned fire after taking positions. 


The SP said that two bandits were killed and the two others were apprehended by the police after the shootout. 

He said that four TT pistols and the snatched cash, mobile phone handsets and watches were recovered from the suspects. 


The killed suspects were identified as Liaquat and Masood, while their arrested accomplices as Ibrahim and Hussain, all hailing from different parts of the NWFP. The police said that the suspects were the residents of Shershah and Orangi Town. 


The SITE-A police station registered a case (FIR 671/2009) against the suspects under Sections 395 (robbery), 353 (assault on police to deter them from the execution of their official duty), 324 (attempted murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the factory owner. 


The police said that the complainant also gave a Rs20,000 reward to the police party. 


‘Gangster’ killed 

A suspected gangster was killed and his accomplice arrested in mafia-infested Lyari in a shootout with police. 


The Kalri police said that an APC (armoured police carrier) on a routine patrol was caught in the crossfire between two groups of gangsters near a drug den at Darya Abad. 


They said that additional police force was dispatched to the strife-hit area where a suspected gangster, Umeed Ali alias Kalo, son of Nawab, was killed and his alleged accomplice, Shakil, son of Bacha Khan, was arrested following a shootout with the police. 


The police said that an AK-47 assault rifle (Kalashnikov) along with three magazines and a TT pistol were seized from the killed and arrested suspects. 

The residents said that tension and panic gripped parts of Lyari following the killing of Umeed Ali. They said that certain localities echoed with heavy gunfire and shopkeepers pulled down shutters. 


Young man found shot dead 

The body of an unidentified young man was found near an under-construction house in Block 8 of Gulistan-i-Jauhar. 


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where sources said that the victim, who appeared to be in his early 20s, was hit by two bullets to his head from point-blank range. 


The police said that a case would be lodged against unidentified culprits for the young man’s murder on behalf of the state after the completion of medico-legal formalities. 


Clubbed to death 

A 40-year-old labourer was clubbed to death at a shantytown near the Superhighway in the remit of the Gulshan-i-Maymar police station. 


The police said that the victim, Ramzan Khan, son of Wali Khan, was beaten with batons and rods allegedly by three suspects, identified as Zahid, Barkat and Mangal. 

They said that a case against the three suspects was registered on the complaint of the victim’s relative, Mumtaz Khan.

(Dawn-13, 27/08/2009)

When will the authorities act against mafias?

The city still seems to be well under the grip of armed mafias, as frequent incidents of kidnapping-for-ransom have been reported, with ethnic undertones also marking some cases. 


In Malir City, Sadiq Shah, a resident of Muslimabad, Landhi registered a complaint of victimisation at the local police station. The victim, a second year diploma student, lodged a complaint against the administration and students of Mono Technical College in Urdu Nagar. He claimed that while he was sitting for his exam, the superintendent of the college and some activists of a student organisation came to his room, and forcibly took him to another.


According to Shah, those who detained him were carrying arms, knives and rods which they used to beat him with. He was also abused with a drill machine. After an hour of confinement and repeated abuse, they took him to a classroom and asked him to stay away from the area. The assailants also took away Rs7,500, the victim’s driving license, and his watch. 


They further asked Shah to call his “party people”, but he refused having any association or connection with a political group, and reiterated that he was just a student. In the meantime, a board teacher came to his rescue and got him released from the custody of the armed activists. 


Shah named three activists in an FIR, namely Saeed, Habib and Muzamil. However, no arrests have been made thus far. 

In another incident, a young man was kidnapped for ransom from Mobina Town police limits, and his family was told that if matters were reported to the police, he would be murdered.


On August 21, Tariq Riaz, a resident of Block-4, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, travelled along with his family to Bhiyani Heights situated on Abul Hasan Isphahani Road to visit his younger sister. His brother, Ahsan Riaz, also went to their sister’s house, but travelled in another car. When the brothers left the house, Ahsan said that he would go to visit his friend in North Nazimabad, while Tariq and his family went to their elder sister’s house in Clifton. 

On reaching his other sister’s house, Tariq was informed by his younger brother Ali that Ahsan had been kidnapped by unidentified persons, who had demanded Rs7 million as ransom. Afterwards, the same criminals called again, and told him to collect Ahsan’s car from Paradise Bakery parking. 


When Tariq reached the location, he found Ahsan’s car as well as his shoes. The abductors have also threatened the family of dire consequences. The police has lodged an FIR, and referred the case to Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC) for investigation. 


Moreover, in Malir City, security guards attempted to loot a bank on a bank holiday, but were unsuccessful and were caught by the administration. Abdul Hameed, manager of Muslim Commercial Bank (MCB), Malir City branch registered the case at the local police station. He named the bank’s four security guards; Nazer Mohammed, Ghulam Sarwar, Yar Mohammed Bughti and Mohammed Naeem. 


While Nazer Mohammed was a permanent guard, the rest three were part of the MCB Company Foundation, he added. Ghulam Sarwar and Yar Mohammed had tried to open the door of the bank and loot cash from the ATM machine. Both guards were caught by the CCTV camera. On August 24, when the manager came to the bank, guard Nazar Mohammed told him about the incident. According to Mohammed he had caught Ghulam Sarwar, called the police and had given his custody to them. Further probe is underway.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 28/08/2009)
Rehman Dakait: notorious murderer or a Messiah for Lyari?

Rehman Dakait may have been known as one of the most notorious criminals in Karachi, especially due to his connection in the notorious gang wars between Arshad Pappu and him, but today, many in Lyari support him to no end.

A question that would rise in the minds of those who had never seen or met Dakait in their lives is that throughout his life, it was said that he only had people working for him at gun point from whom he also extorted money. If this was the case, then why would his death spark such an outcry among the people of Lyari? 

Law enforcement agencies and the media have always termed Dakait to be a hardened criminal, a cold-blooded murderer, drug lord and a kingpin, but the people of his neighbourhood, Rexar Lane, in Kalakot area, several people of Chakiwara and Baghdadi among other places in Lyari, still remember him as a man who was generous and kind hearted to everyone.


“His father, Sardar Mohammad Dad Baloch, also known as ‘Dadal’, was a rich man, and started this trend of community services,” said Hussain Mohammad*, who knew him as a close friend. “In fact he was not a criminal.”


But while many others admit that he may have cases of drugs, murder and police encounters against him, most dwellers of Lyari do not seem to care.


“Most of our leaders and politicians are corrupt to the core and do not do anything for the masses,” said Hussain. “But at least if you call Rehman Dakait a criminal, taking into account the murders he committed because of family disputes, and his drug racketeering, at least he also helped people of Lyari like nobody else did.”


While the reaction in Lyari after Dakait’s death has been one of somberness and solemnity, unlike the incensed anger after Benazir Bhutto’s death, people claim that this quietness has been maintained on purpose. 


However, in one of Rehman’s houses, where his first wife Farzana lives, the atmosphere is heavy with anger and hatred for specific people. Though the family has more or less accepted the shock of his death, his wife is boiling with rage, and curses SSP Chaudhry Aslam, who killed Rehman in a so-called ‘encounter’. In fact, she insisted that President Asif Ali Zardari had allowed this ‘murder’ to take place, and it was supported by Nabeel Gabol too. 


“I only say let these people come alone and unarmed to face the women of Lyari, and the world will see how we kill them with our bare hands,” she shouted in rage. “How is it that four unarmed men were killed, while not a single bullet even scratched the policemen, and it was called an ‘encounter’? These people even demanded money from him and they took the money and killed him too!”


Though the money-issue may never be proven correct, the families of all the deceased men, including Nazeer Balah, Baba Aurungzeb, and the third Waja Aqueel Ahmed - who had earlier even run for a PPP election campaign, have protested against the unfair killing by the police.


“If they were guilty they should have been tried. But this is no way to treat anyone,” Farzana pointed out.


Others in the neighbourhood feel the same way about his death.


“Rehman was an ordinary soul,” one man said. “He never acted like a king, though he may have kept his movements secret, but the most important part was that he helped people and even political leaders do that. Our local Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) representatives live in posh areas, but they don’t care about the people of Lyari, and their grievances. Rehman lived on the same street as other ordinary people and made schools and religious seminaries for the children to help them.”


Indeed, at least three computer institutes and couple of Maddrassahs were established by Rehman’s help line within the immediate radius of his house. A clinic too, which is affordable for the average man, was opened for the benefit of the public. 


“Nabeel Gabol promised to give an ambulance for this clinic,” said Shah Baloch*, a man who knew Rehman well. “But in the end, Rehman had to get one out of his own pocket.”

“It is also strange that the PPP provided him with support when they wanted votes from Lyari, but now, they have completely backed out and termed him a criminal”, he added.


A convincing picture of the support provided by the PPP is the sign board in Mujahid Park in UC-10 of Lyari Town, formally known as Maulana Mohammad Ali Park, which was supposedly used as a torture ground for Babu Dakait, back in the 1980s and 1990s. 


It is now a proper park, with benches and huge animal statues, opened for children in the evening. The sign board reads that the park was inaugurated by Rehman Baloch in 2008 accompanied by MPA Rafiq Engineer and MNA Nabeel Gabol. 


“Whatever they say about him, Rehman was a forward-looking man,” says one old man from the locality. “His children go to school, he himself was a first division Matric student, but he dropped out later. He loved surfing on the internet, and he promoted cultural programs too.”


The News learnt that Rehman had also laid the foundations of a Baloch youth culture group known as Bijjaar (meaning ‘identity’). The group often promoted songs and music in many areas of Karachi especially those with Sindhi and Baloch majority, such as Shershah, Malir and other areas with mixed communities.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-20, 28/08/2009)
Suicide bomber kills 16 police cadets in Swat

MINGORA, Aug 30: A terrorist blew himself up inside a police training centre in Mingora on Sunday, killing 16 recruits of the newly-formed Community Police Force and injuring four others. 


Officials said that about 50 cadets of the force were getting training at the centre when the bomber sneaked into the parade ground and detonated explosives strapped to his body. 


“The trainees were on a routine drill when the bomber blew himself up,” an official said. 

Sources said the bomber might have scaled the wall of the centre to enter the parade ground. IGP Malik Naveed Khan described the incident as a security lapse. 

In a statement issued in Peshawar, the IGP ordered an inquiry and suspension of personnel responsible for negligence. 


Witnesses said that 12 trainees died on the spot and several others were injured, who were taken to hospital. 


Police said that parts of the bomber’s body had been found and sent to hospital for examination. 

This was the second suicide attack in Swat since the military launched an offensive in the valley. Three soldiers were killed when a bomber hit a security post on Aug 15. 


A source at the Saidu Sharif hospital said that 17 bodies and eight injured had been brought to the hospital after the suicide blast at the training centre. 


The ground was littered with limbs and flesh. Police cordoned off the area. Security forces started firing in the air, triggering panic in the area. 


The Community Police Force is being raised to curb militant activities in the violence-plagued valley where the army is conducting an operation to restore the government writ. So far, 110 cadets have been recruited for the force. 


Also on Sunday, security forces claimed killing 18 militants in Charbagh area. Brigadier Tahir Hameed, who is commanding the operation, said that troops had captured several wanted men and retrieved a large quantity of looted goods. 


During a search operation, troops seized weapons and ammunition and defused a number of explosive devices. 


Agencies add: Some of the dead were identified as Drill Instructor Muhammad Alam, trainee policemen Akbar Ali, Muhammad Anwar, Hazrat Yousuf, Yousuf Khan, Muhammad Ali, Muhammad Nawab, Gohar Rehman, Aftab Gul, Inamullah Khan, Ethbar Gul, Liaquat Ali and Hussain Ahmed. Three of the victims remained unidentified. 


Malakand DIG Muhammad Idress Khan said at a news conference that it was yet to be determined whether it was a suicide attack or a bomb blast. 


He said the real cause of the explosion would be confirmed after a detailed investigation. 

He said security measures would be tightened to prevent such attacks in future. He said compensation would be paid under the Shahuda package of NWFP police. 


Swat Operation incharge Brig Tahir Hameed said that security forces were on alert to thwart nefarious designs of anti-state elements. He said that curfew hours were being revised in view of the security situation. He said that operation was continuing in Matalthan and other areas of the district. 

He said that several hideouts of militants had been dismantled and several militants arrested.

(Dawn-1, 31/08/2009)
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2 child rapists-killers get death penalty


KARACHI: Two traffic policemen, charged with raping and killing a three-year-old girl, were sentenced to death besides a 10-year term, and also slapped with a fine of Rs 100,000 each to be paid to the heirs of the victim, by an anti-terrorism court (ATC) for Karachi division here on Monday.


[image: image5.jpg]


Traffic policemen Noor Muhammad and Bashir Ahmed were tried by ATC-I for Karachi division, headed by judge Syed Hasan Shah Bokhari, on charge of kidnapping, raping and killing a three-year-old girl Sana within the limits of Korangi Industrial area police station.


The innocent girl was lured into a room hired by the accused but a boy living in the vicinity witnessed the accused taking her away. When the family and area residents started searching for the girl, the boy narrated what he had seen after which police arrested the accused.


The body of the victim was then recovered as the accused pointed out the location of the manhole where they had dumped it.

The accused were first charged before a sessions court but later their case was transferred to an ATC. One of the accused challenged the jurisdiction of the ATC as well.


The accused denied the charges and pleaded innocence while one of them examined himself on oath. They pleaded in their statements that they were on duty at the time of incident and this could be verified from their attendance sheet.


The court, which had reserved the judgement on Saturday, held them guilty and sentenced them to death, besides slapping them a 10-year prison term and a fine of Rs 100,000 each.

(DailyTimes-B1, 01/09/2009)

Years of captivity without any evidence

Court releases man after 38 years


KARACHI: A district and sessions court of Karachi on Friday acquitted an accused after 38 years of no trial, no evidence, no record or a police file.


According to details, Artillery Maidan police arrested one Saeed-ul-Haq for the murder of an unidentified man on Jan 20, 1971. He was incarcerated and never put to trial till 1999 when Qadir Khan Mandokhel advocate toured the Central Prison Karachi and found that he was behind the bars for 28 years and was never produced before any court of law, nor any record of a case against him was available.


Despite absence of witnesses, record, a police file and other legal requirement, the accused faced a trial for 12 more years due to legal lacunas and the lethargic process, while he was ordered to be in custody of the Qadir Khan Mandokhel Trust at the Trust House.


The District and Sessions Judge, South, Faheem Ahmed Siddiqui, perused a report by police which stated that after a hectic search, no record or case file against the accused was available and there was no chance of finding any evidence, record or details of case against him.


The state prosecutor also expressed no objection to the application moved by the trust under section 25-K of CrPC on behalf of the accused.


The court ordered his acquittal allowing the plea. Saeed has lost speaking power and has no family.


SHC allows murder case accused to proceed for Umrah: A division bench of the SHC comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah on Friday adjourning the hearing of a constitutional petition regarding alleged execution of Amanullah Brohi , allowed the accused SP Investigation Khalid Mustafa Korai to proceed for Umrah. The bench also put off hearing of two applications, one for transfer of case to Hyderabad and the other for providing protection to the family of the deceased till Sept 15.


According to the petition, SP Korai had joined opened a petrol pump in partnership with the deceased. When the deceased demanded his share of the profit, he went to the residence of the deceased, dragged him out and killed him.


The police party led by the accused SP claimed that they raided the place to recover an abductee held for ransom by the deceased and during shoot out he was killed.


The respondent police officials including the main accused, the SP investigation, appeared before the court on notice along with their counsel Muhammad Ashraf Qazi advocate and denied the charges.


‘Policemen don’t have licence to kill’: Policemen don’t have the licence to kill citizens, observed Justice Amir Hani Muslim of the SHC here on Friday while hearing a case of death of an alleged motorcycle lifter in the custody of Town police station in Mirpurkhas.


Earlier, the bench heard the complainant Muhammad Ayub, brother of the deceased Hayat Kolachi, a resident of Tando Muhammad Khan and Justice (retd) Syed Mahmood Alam Rizvi, counsel for SHO Qasim Jat and other members of the police party, accused in the case of alleged torture at the police station.


The counsel for the defendants maintained that it was alleged that the victim was strangulated to death but the autopsy report refutes this allegation.


Relying on report by a medical board constituted after the controversy regarding death arose, the counsel for the accused submitted that according to opinion by medical board, deceased died of a ‘nuerogenic shock’. The counsel for the accused submitted that in fact, the public roughed up the deceased after his bid to escape with the stolen motorcycle was foiled.


The deceased fired and injured a police constable who tried to intercept him, he contended, adding that several cases of robbery were registered at different police stations against him including least one in his home town (Tando Mohammad Khan) and three in Mirpurkhas. He also referred to news item televised by a private TV channel about the arrest and later death of the deceased alleged robber.


If the entire story and whatever defence pleads is to be believed, they (policemen) don’t have the licence to kill “observed the bench and asked Inspector Attaullah representing the prosecution side that where was the investigating officer of the case.


The bench ordered him to ensure the presence of the IO on the next date of hearing.

(DailyTimes-B1, 05/09/2009)

Undisciplined charity turns to horror


KARACHI: What was supposed to be charity work in the holy month of Ramazan turned into a grave tragedy due to lack of adequate arrangements in which 18 precious lives were lost, on Monday. 


As many as 17 women and a 13-year-old girl were killed and another 15 injured in a stampede during the distribution of free ration among the poor as charity. 


The incident happened at the venue of Iftikhar and Sons located at Khori Garden within the precincts of Kharadar police station. 

The bodies of the women were handed over to their relatives after necessary police and medico-legal proceedings while three have been kept at the Civil Hospital Karachi's (CHK) mortuary as they are yet to be identified. One unidentified victim died during resuscitations at the CHK Accident and Trauma Centre (A&TC) while the rest had already expired before they could avail medical assistance. The injured include two young girls Samreen, 8, and Mehnaz, 15, both residents of Machhar Colony. Majority of the victims and the injured were residents of Machhar Colony.


In-charge CHK A&TC Dr Asif Farooq told Daily Times that he had seen dead bodies arriving and the injured. Those who were dead were readily shifted to CHK mortuary while the injured have been shifted to different wards according to the nature of their injuries.
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The MLO of CHK Dr Karrar Abbasi and Police Surgeon Dr Hamid told Daily Times that the cause of majority of deaths was asphyxia (lack of adequate amount of air/oxygen) that had occurred after excessive gathering of the recipients at the ration distribution spot. They added that others had died of neurogenic shock and the stampede caused them to rush towards the exit in bulk quantity. Women fell on the ground and were stuck in narrow stairs. Many had received bone and rib fractures that also proved fatal.


Those who have died include Amna, 14, daughter of M Younus, Tasleem, 10, d/o Sattar, Rubina, 14, d/o M Younus, Zahoor Bibi, 45, wife of Haque Nawaz, Samina, 15, d/o Fateh Muhammad, Nausheen, 15, d/o Habib Gul, Shahnaz, 40, wife of Dil Murad and 10 women could not be identified.


Those who have been injured include Nazeer Ahmed, 27, son of Ramzan, Khadija, 50, wife of Pir Bux, Farhat wife of Alamgir, Kulsoom, 43, wife of Inayat, Mehnaz, 15, d/o Khattab Gul, Jannat wife of Habib, Sobia, 50, wife of Yar Muhammad, Razia, 45, wife of Shahzad, Farzana, 40, wife of Ubedul Haq, Rubina, 24, wife of Hassan, Nasiban, 18, d/o Abdul Khaliq, Ameena, 50, wife of M Hassan, Sabira d/o Fazal, Maryam, 35, wife of Shehzad. The remaining two could not be identified.


According to sub-inspectors Chaudhry Muhammad Ishaque and Asrar who have been incharge of preliminary legal proceedings told Daily Times that the incident took place at about 3:45pm at the venue of Iftikhar and Sons located at Katchi Gali, near Khohri Garden in Kharadar during distribution of free ration among the needy.


They added that Iftikhar who hails from Punjab has been distributing free ration among the needy since the last 25 years and prior to him, his late father had been doing the same charity work. There were around 1,000 people whom he had issued cards for collecting ration. However, there was a heavy rush of the poor and in order to obtain a card, hundreds of women had tried to reach the first floor of the Faisal Manzil through 2-feet narrow stairs. This created unrest among the needy and led to a stampede that resulted in the tragic incident, which claimed many precious lives.


One police officer also told Daily Times that the City District Government Karachi's deputy district officer with special magisterial powers had recently arrested Iftikhar for charges of hoarding sugar and was released after he had paid a fine worth Rs 25,000. However, this could not be confirmed till filing of this report.


Police have arrested Iftikhar but has shifted him to an unidentified place. In this regard, a police officer told Daily Times that police was not in a position to disclose to the media the place where Iftikhar was kept due to fear of strong public uproar and deterioration of law and order.


The police could not register the FIR till filing of this report. However, sources told this scribe that Saddar Town SSP Abdullah Sheikh had taken Iftikhar into custody under charges of unintentional murder of people while it could also be possible that no case would be registered because it was a sudden and unintentional incident that was caused by a stampede by the needy.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 15/09/2009)

Three hurt in sectarian clash in Soldier Bazaar


KARACHI: At least three people sustained bullet injuries during a sectarian clash, which erupted at Iftar time in the precincts of Soldier Bazaar police station. 


The clash took place between the Shia community and the people belonging to the Deobandi school of thought over the use of loudspeaker during Iftar time.


According to the residents of the area, people belonging to the Shia community in the Azakhana Abu Talib chanted slogans using a loudspeaker at the time of Maghrib prayers, which infuriated the people of the rival group who were offering Maghrib prayers in a nearby mosque. The people of the rival group gathered outside the Azakhana and chanted slogans against the Shia community and pelted the place with stones and also resorted to aerial firing. 


Three people sustained minor injures and were taken to the hospital while scores of people gathered from both sides and hurled stones at each other. A heavy contingent of police and Rangers rushed to the spot to bring the situation under control and used aerial firing and baton charge to disperse the crowd.


However, they were unable to disperse the enraged people from both sides till the filing of this report. During the clash, unidentified people set tyres on fire and suspended the commercial activities in the area for hours.


Afghan national shot dead: An Afghan national was shot dead by an unidentified culprit on Friday. The man identified as Riaz, 50, son of Mohammadi, was gunned downed in Sector 13-D, Nazimabad No 3, in the jurisdiction of Shamim Shaheed police station. Police said that the deceased was a resident of Nusrat Bhutto Colony and ran a cloth shop. The deceased was shot four times. The identity of the killer could not be ascertained yet and police suspect that he might have been killed over a money dispute.


Body found: The body of an unidentified young man, bearing torture marks, was found at the Northern Bypass in the remit of Manghopir police station. Doctors declared that the deceased was killed around four days ago.


Boy drowns to death: A six-year-old boy identified as Mohammad Khan, son of Nawab Khan, drowned to death in a pond created due to a leaked water sewerage line in Sadi Town near Safoora Goth in the remit of Sachal police station. The body could not be recovered till the filing of this report. 


Elderly man dies in drain: An elderly man Ashiq Hussain Masih, 60, drowned to death in a sewerage drain near his house in the remit of Rizvia police station. Police quoted the deceased’s wife as saying that he accidentally fell in a drain from the roof of his house. However, the police suspect that his wife, who is much younger than her husband, threw him.


Youth’s body found: The body of a 20-year-old unknown youth was discovered from the Lyari River, in the remit of Pak Colony police station. Police officials said that the deceased’s body was at least two days old.


Man dies in accident: A-50-year-old man identified as Ismail was killed while his wife Azra, 40, and Fauzia, 13, wounded when an unknown vehicle hit their motorcycle in Sector 5C/4, New Karachi, in the limits of Khawaja Ajmair Nagri police station. Police said that the victims were returning to their home in North Karachi after Eid shopping when the accident took place.


Woman killed in road mishap: A woman Jamila, 25, wife of Javed was killed when a vehicle hit her while she was crossing a road at Defence Morr near Tooba Mosque, in the remit of Defence police station. Police said that the woman used to work in PNS Shifa as a cook and was returning home after Eid shopping when the accident took place.

(DailyTimes-B1, 19/09/2009)

Man dies in accident, two killed in violence
Road mishap in Quaidabad leads to MQM-ANP clash


KARACHI: A man was killed and two others injured in a road accident in Quaidabad on Tuesday, following which a clash erupted between two rival political parties, resulting in the killing of two people, injuries to several people including three policemen and half a dozen vehicles set ablaze.


A passenger bus of route D-7 hit three youths Faisal, Irfan and Naveed, who were riding a motorcycle and its driver managed to flee.


The injured were taken to a hospital where Faisal succumbed to his injuries. The residents of Quaidabad, where the deceased resided, reached the main stop of D-7 buses and set two buses on fire. 


The drivers and conductors of the D-7 buses along with activists of the Awami National Party resorted to firing, killing two people named Siraj and Zain Dilawar and eight others were hospitalised due to bullet injuries.


Following the firing incident, activists of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement along with the residents of the area clashed with ANP activists. Exchange of firing continued between the two sides till late night. 


Following the clash, miscreants from both sides torched around half a dozen vehicles including two motorcycles. Police reached the spot to stop the clash but they were also attacked. Three police personnel including the station house officer of Quaidabad police station were injured. 


Leaders of both the parties rushed to the spot as well as a heavy contingence of police and Rangers to bring the situation under control. Police registered four separate FIRs for accident, murder and disturbing law and order. 


Landhi Town SP Haider Sultan told Daily Times that cases have been registered but no one had been arrested so far. “The law and order situation is much better now and law enforcers have been deputed in the area to avert any more violence,” he said. The two youths who were killed in the clash belonged to Urdu-speaking families and were residents of Majeed Colony.


Their funeral prayers were offered on Wednesday after Zohr prayers. During the funeral, some unidentified people restored to aerial firing to protest against their killing.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/09/2009)

OCTOBER

Blasphemy laws won’t be misused, Pope assured


ROME: Pope Benedict urged Pakistan on Thursday to guarantee protection of minority Christians, and President Asif Ali Zardari assured him that all stakeholders and political forces would be consulted to check and stop the misuse of blasphemy laws. 


Zardari met the Pope at his residence south of Rome at the end of a four-day trip to Italy aimed mainly at promoting trade. 


A Vatican statement said Zardari’s talks with the Pope and Vatican officials centred on minority Christians in Pakistan following violence against their communities two months ago. 

“Emphasis was given to the need to overcome all forms of discrimination based on religious affiliation, with the aim of promoting respect for the rights of all citizens,” it said. 


Seven people – including four women and a child – were killed in violence that broke out in Gojra in August. The Christians’ homes were burnt after unsubstantiated accusations that some of them had desecrated the holy Quran. Some 40 houses were burned down in the violence, which was condemned at the time by the Vatican, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the World Council of Churches. 


The Vatican statement said the talks also focused on “elements that have favoured such incidents”, an apparent reference to groups that have exploited Pakistan’s blasphemy law, which allows the death penalty for blaspheming Islam. 


Pakistani government officials said at the time that the violence was the work of groups linked to Al Qaeda and the Taliban. 


The Vatican said the talks with Zardari examined “the situation in Pakistan, with particular reference to terrorism and the commitment to create a society more tolerant and harmonious in all its aspects”. 


The president said the government was committed to promoting interfaith harmony and tolerance, and that was why it had pioneered a resolution in the UN calling for interfaith harmony. 


Federal Minister for Minorities Shehbaz Bhatti – who also attended the meeting – said that Pope Benedict also praised the steps taken by the government for the protection of minorities’ rights and promotion of interfaith harmony. 

He said the pope had been told that the government also had plans to set up a federal interfaith complex, in addition to interfaith harmony committees in all districts of the country, which would have representation from members of all minorities. 


Non-Muslims make up less than 5 percent of Pakistan’s 175 million people.

(DailyTimes-A1, 02/10/2009)

Five killed in Lyari violence


KARACHI: At least five people, including a police constable (PC) and a head constable, were killed in Lyari on Sunday following an alleged police raid at a warehouse in the area in which weapons were also recovered.


The police claimed that on a tip-off by an accomplice of Lyari’s deceased gangster, Rehman Dakait, they raided a warehouse and recovered eight walkie-talkies and weapons that included a light machine gun, seven Kalashnikovs, two repeaters, two pistols, hand grenades and hundreds of bullets.


The raid enraged the gangsters, who attacked the police with rockets, hand grenades and opened fire at them, resulting in the killing of five people, two of whom were the police, PC Rehmat Zaman, 35, of Risala police station and brother-in-law of SHO Kalri Asif Munawar, and Head Constable Asif Shehzad, 35.


As per the police, Zaman and other policemen were on their way to the hospital with Shehzad’s body in a police mobile when the gangsters attacked it and killed Zaman, adding that Shehzad was killed when the gangsters had attacked the Kalakot police line, a police residential building.


Naveed Abdul Razzak, 13, Ahmed Jamal, 32, and Ali Akbar, 33, were also killed during the long gun battle. Their bodies were moved to Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK).


No senior police officials were present during the battle. SPO Kalakot DSP Muhammad Sarwar Commando led the police party and, for the first time in its history, the police armed the people residing in the Kalakot police line with weapons to bring down the gangsters.


One of the gangsters’ rockets targeted Lyari’s Government Degree College and another targeted the police line. The gangsters blocked the roads leading to Lyari and thus the police was unable to enter the areas where the gangsters had picketed.


The police said that when they raided the hideout of Jabbar Langra, a companion of the deceased Rehman Dakait, on a tip-off of an arrested criminal, Babar Punjabi, they were faced with strong retaliation in the form of heavy firing from his supporters.


While addressing a press conference, DIG Ghulam Nabi Memon said that most of the criminals had been arrested from Lyari in the last two months, adding that the police department would award the policemen taking action against criminals. The police claimed that since Saturday night, they have arrested some alleged gangsters that include Hafeez Dada, Babar Punjabi, Naveed, Farhan, Sohail Sindhi and Akbar Bengali.


Around two dozen people, including women and two policemen, ASI Sajjad and PC Ramzan, were injured and moved to CHK for medical treatment. Other injured were identified as Panu Ahmed, Nabeel Saleem, Abdul Wahab, Saleem, Ali Bux, Maqbool Shah, Shabbir, Mobin, Raees and Akram.


Armoured carriers and Rangers contingent have reached the area to assist the police. The gangsters have also barricaded the Kalri police station, while firing between the police and gangsters continued until the filing of this report.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 05/10/2009)

Bodies of couple found in well in Gadap Town


KARACHI: The bodies of a young man and a pregnant woman were found in a 200-feet deep well in Gadap Town.


Police officials believe that their families might have killed them on the pretext of honour. 


After the residents of the area informed the police about a foul stink emitting from a well located in Yasrab Colony near Sehra-e-Madina, Superhighway, in the jurisdiction of Gadap City police station, Edhi volunteers were called in who recovered the bodies from the well and shifted them to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities. The woman was identified as Hazrat Bibi, 29, daughter of Painda Khan, and the man as Shahenshah, 25, son of Safoon Khan, both of Afghan descent.


The police said the woman was married to a man named Zahir Shah, a resident of Yasrab Colony, and had two children with her husband. At the time of her death, she was four months pregnant.


She went missing in August and her husband Shah had registered an FIR against the paternal uncle of the other victim, Shahenshah, named Taj Gul and two others, Achakzai and Gul Mohammad, on August 6 over the allegation of abduction.


Gadap City DSP Choudhry Saifullah said that the slain couple were relatives and apparently the woman left her husband and eloped with the man. Both were hiding somewhere in the city, he added.


The initial investigation revealed that their families were involved in their murder. “Their families called them to Kutchi Camp promising them that they would not be punished,” said the DSP. “The couple went there on Monday night and their families threw them in the well.”


Gadap City police officer Inspector Raja Aslam said apparently both victims were thrown in the well alive. The inspector quoted the doctors as saying that the man’s death occurred due to a blow on his head while the woman drowned. “The post-mortem report will finally reveal their cause of deaths as it might be possible that they were thrown in the well after being poisoned,” the officer said. 


None of the family members of slain victims approached the police to take away the bodies suggesting that the families were involved in the double murder. 


No case was registered till the filing of this report while police officials said that they would register a case on behalf of the state.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 07/10/2009)

Two minor siblings killed in shantytown inferno


KARACHI: Two minor siblings were burnt alive on Thursdayin a fire that erupted in a shantytown located within the jurisdiction of Sachal police station.


Police said the fire erupted at Abdullah Palari Goth, where some 15 huts caught fire. Two children, two-year-old Badal and his three-year-old sister Hasina, were burnt alive, while three other people sustained minor injuries. The cause of fire was yet to be ascertained, while fire tenders and the police rushed to the spot. It took three hours to extinguish the inferno. 


It is pertinent to mention that fire fighters were not aware about the children stuck in the fire and their bodies were recovered when the blaze was put out. The bodies were handed over to the father of the victims, Pannu, after legal formalities.


Estate agent gunned down: An estate agent was shot dead within the limits of Clifton police station on Thursday.


Police said that Usman Bhatti, 40, an estate agent, was standing outside his shop located at Street 5, Zamzama, where unidentified men arrived on a motorbike, gunned him down and escaped.


The police registered an FIR against the culprits and suspect that personal enmity might have been the cause behind the murder.


Road mishap: A cadet of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) was killed and another seriously wounded in a road accident near the PAF Base Faisal on Thursday.


Police said that Azeemuddin, 20, and his colleague, Abu Bakar were on a motorcycle when a mini-truck hit them. 

Both fell on the road and a speedy bus ran over them. The police have arrested both the drivers.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/10/2009)

PPP man shot dead, another hurt


KARACHI: An alleged activist of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) was gunned down and another was wounded in an incident of target killing within the jurisdiction of Al-Falah police station. 

The incident took place when the 45-year-old Zubair Butt, son of Nazir Butt and Nazir alias Pappu, 30, were going on a motorcycle and as they reached near Baba Gharib Mazaar in Malir, some armed men opened fire on them during the wee hours of Tuesday. As a result, both received bullets wounds and were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where Zubair succumbed to his injuries while the injured person was admitted to the hospital in an unconscious state.


Following the incident, tension gripped the entire Malir and Al-Falah areas where angry people staged protests, restored to aerial firing and rioted in the entire locality.


Police officials and the PPP local leaders when contacted denied the affiliation of the victims with the PPP or any other party. Police officials, however, claimed that the victims were criminals by profession and had being involved in land grabbing. They said that the deceased also had links with Rehman Dakait. “Basically, they used to take shelter of various political parties, but had nothing to do with politics,” police officials explained, adding that the injured Nazir was recently released from jail after serving six years because he had killed his own brother. 


Police officials further said that the cause of the incident was yet to be ascertained and it might be possible that this incident took place on personal enmity.

Meanwhile, a protest rally was carried out at main National Highway by the relatives or the supporters of the victims on Tuesday noon on the occasion of funeral prayers of the deceased Zubair. The areas including Malir City, Malir Halt, Al-Falah and their surrounding areas remained tense and shops remained closed as well. No FIR had been lodged till the filing of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/10/2009)

3 men, teenage girl commit suicide in separate incidents


KARACHI: Three men and a teenage girl committed suicide on Friday in separate incidents due to different reasons in various parts of the city.


In the first incident, a young married guy committed suicide due to domestic problems at his home in Majeed Colony within the jurisdiction of Jackson police station. 


The person was identified as Ameer Zaib, 25, son of Naseer Zaman was founding hanging from the ceiling fan, while a letter written in Pashto language was also recovered from his pocket, which suggested that he committed suicide.


Police officials said that the victim Zaib had hanged himself and the letter recovered from his pockets stated that he ended his life due to mental tension and a number of problems. They said that the mother of the deceased was a cancer patient and was in the last stage of her illness. She was undergoing treatment at a private hospital in the city. 


A few years back he had married a widow while his second engagement had taken place yesterday. The deceased hailed from Bunir Town of NWFP. 


Similarly, a man who was also the father of two children hanged himself due to financial problems at Zia Colony in the limits of Korangi police station. Police officials said that Arshad, 28, was jobless for a long time and after a quarrel with his the family members and his wife, hanged himself from the ceiling fan in his bedroom. 


Separately, a teenage girl identified as Nadia, 17, daughter of Eid Mohammad committed suicide by hanging herself in Korangi area within the limits of Zaman Town police station.


The girl was alone at her residence in Korangi 2 ½ when she locked herself in the room and hanged herself from the ceiling with a rope.


Police officials said so far they were unable to find the reason behind the suicide of the girl, who was an orphan and had no brothers or sisters. Her only survivor was her mother, Nasreen, who used to earn livelihood by working at homes and informed the police when she reached home.


However, a driver of the Port Qasim’s official committed suicide by shooting himself in North Nazimabad.

Police officials said that the driver of a Port Qasim official, Khawar Hussain committed suicide by shooting himself with the gun of a security guard.


The deceased was identified as Amanat, 30.


Police officials said the driver came to the guard post outside the residence of his employer in North Nazimabad and when the guard Alam Sher went inside for drinking water, the deceased shot himself with his rifle.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/10/2009)

Police claim Karachi TTP chief, 3 aides held


KARACHI: The Karachi Capital City Police on Monday claimed arresting Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan’s Karachi chief along with three of his accomplices, who were planning major terror activities in the city, and recovering arms and explosives from their possession.

Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed and SSP Investigations East Zone II Chaudhry Muhammad Aslam Khan disclosed this at a press briefing at the Central Police Office, saying that the police have arrested Akhtar Zaman, who they believe is the Karachi TTP chief, and his accomplices, namely Samiullah, alias Shamim, Fazal Kareem and Munawar Khan.


Ahmed said these militants were arrested after the police raided their hideout in Sohrab Goth that was followed by a brief encounter.


“These men had tried to blow up an oil depot in Keamari on September 15, but the police have foiled their plans,” said Ahmed, adding that the culprits were planning to target the offices of security agencies with an explosives-laden vehicle.


Ahmed also said, “These men wanted to plant explosives in sensitive areas of Karachi, especially police installations, on the pattern of the terrorist attacks on Lahore’s FIA building and Manawan police training centre.”


The sequestered items included 75kg of highly explosive RDX, three Kalashnikovs and a TT pistol. 


The Karachi police chief said the arms and ammunition recovered near the Saeedabad Police Training Centre in Baldia Town a few days back including two suicide jackets, four Kalashnikovs, 17 hand grenade, 17 magazines with 240 bullets, one RPG rocket, nine detonators, seven BM mortar missiles, one anti-aircraft launcher with one rocket also belonged to these culprits.


“The terrorists have failed to carry out major attacks in the city and the credit for this goes to the police,” Ahmed said. “We have arrested 60 terrorists and killed six in the last two years.”


Ahmed further added that due to the ongoing army operation, Rah-e-Nijat, in the tribal areas, many terrorists have moved to urban areas of the country with the intention to disturb the law and order situation.


Sources, however, say that Akhtar Zaman was actually the former Karachi TTP chief and now the TTP’s Karachi wing has a new head.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 20/10/2009)

CID arrests 3 more TTP men


KARACHI: The Crime Investigation Department (CID) of the Sindh police on Tuesday claimed to have arrested three more persons allegedly belonging to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and seized a suicide jacket and weapons from their possession. 


CID (Operations) SSP Fayyaz Khan said that Sahib Khan alias Qasai was arrested from Sohrab Goth area while two of his companions, namely Rujhan Khan and Mohammad Ali were arrested during separate raids in other parts of the city. 


“They were activating the Taliban network in the city and were currently plotting to carryout a major terror activity including suicide bombing,” SSP Khan said. SSP Khan said that during the initial course of interrogation the arrested man Sahib Khan revealed that he was associated with the TTP commander Farooq group and was a hardcore terrorist of Swat. He has been involved in various cases of terrorism and crime including murders, kidnapping for ransom, killing of Frontier Constabulary (FC) officers, attack on police stations, attacks on Awami National Party leader Lala Afzal Khan in Swat and bomb blast on girls’ schools. He had also killed various people on the suspicion of being informers with the assistance of the Taliban. The other one, Ali has been involved in kidnapping for ransom of the students from the schools in the city along with his group members Farooq, Naveed alias Gainda, Adnan, Mujahid, Saleem Bengali and Aqeel from different parts of the city including Korangi, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and others. Further investigation is in progress, the officer added.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 21/10/2009)

Police arrest Taliban fundraiser


KARACHI: The Crime Investigation Department (CID) of the Sindh police claimed to have arrested a Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) operative, who raised funds for his organisation and was wanted in more than 100 high-profile terrorism cases.


CID Operations SSP Fayyaz Khan said that a CID team, which was led by DSP Ghulam Safdar, raided a house in the Bilal Colony area near Khyber Hotel in Korangi police station limits, and arrested Ataullah Khan, alias Daud, after an exchange of firing, while five of his accomplices managed to escape.


Khan claimed that the CID recovered a Kalashnikov and two hand grenades from Daud’s possession, adding that Daud was wanted by law enforcement agencies in more than 100 cases of murder, attempted murder, kidnapping for ransom, and bank and other robberies.


Khan explained that Daud’s gang comprised militants from Waziristan, Punjab and Sindh, who financially aided the TTP with murders, kidnapping and robberies.


Khan said that Daud had confessed to recent robberies in Karachi, including robbing Rs 3 million from the Tariq Road branch of the PICIC Bank, Rs 3.5 million from the Gulbahar branch of the Allied Bank, and Rs 2 million from a van of the Mini Exchange Company at Hassan Square.


Gangster nabbed: The East Zone II Investigations police claimed to have arrested an alleged associate of Lyari gangster Arshad Pappu after an encounter in the Malir City area.

SSP Chaudhry Muhammad Aslam Khan claimed that they had recovered one hand grenade, one Kalashnikov and two kilogrammes of hashish from the possession of Noor Muhammad, alias Noora Mohajir, who was wanted by the Lyari police in three separate cases.


Khan also claimed that Noora’s companions, including Ghaffar Zikri, Sheraz Zikri, Kalu Current and Shaho, managed to escape, adding that these gangsters had been planning a major criminal activity in the city.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 23/10/2009)

Four men killed in separate mishaps

KARACHI: Four people were killed in separate mishaps in different parts of the city on Friday.


A 22-year-old youth, Ubaid, fell down from the roof of a building and died on the spot, in the limits of Nabi Bux police station.


The victim was a labourer and was working on the building’s roof when the incident occurred.


His body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center for an autopsy and then handed over to his heirs.


Separately, a 23-year old man, Kamran, was killed when a vehicle hit him in Chishti Nagar, in the remit of Orangi Town police station. The victim was a resident of the same area. His body was taken to the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.


In similar incident, a young man was hit and killed by a speedy truck in the limits of Mauripur police station.


The victim was identified as Shakil, 20, a resident of Agra Taj Colony. He was on his way on a motorcycle when the truck knocked him down.


His body was taken to the Civil Hospital Karachi for legal formalities and then handed over to his relatives. In another accident, a 25-year old man, Arif s/o Safdar, was crushed to death while crossing a road near Natha Khan Bridge, in the remit of Shahrah-e-Faisal police station.


The victim was a resident of Shah Fasial Colony No 2. His body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center for an autopsy. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 24/10/2009)

Three bodies found in separate cases


KARACHI: Police found three bodies of men killed in separate incidents on Monday. 


In the first incident, a body of a 25-year-old youth identified as Amin alias Kalia was found from Sector 14-E, Shah Faisal Chowk in Orangi Town within the jurisdiction of Pakistan Bazaar police station in the wee hours of Monday. 


Police officials said that the deceased was a resident of Sector 14-G and worked at a local factory. “He was not affiliated with any political party, but was involved with people belonging to the Pakistan People’s Party who were involved in minor crimes,” said Akram, a police official. “It might be possible that his accomplices shot him dead over some issue.” 


The officer further said the police have registered a case against unidentified persons and initiated investigation. No arrest was made till the filing of this report. 


Separately, a body of a businessman Zubair, 35, son of Syed Mohammad Arif, who was kidnapped on October 14, was found near Afghan Camp, Northern Bypass, in the jurisdiction of Gulshan-e-Maymar police station. 


Police officials said that according to the FIR registered on behalf of the deceased’s mother named Khatija against her son-in-law Naseem Burki, driver Irshad and four others including Shakir and Hashim, these culprits had kidnapped her son from the Northern Bypass when they were on their way to the hospital from their house located in Ahsanabad. Police officials said that there was a property dispute between the culprits and the victim. 


Separately, the Darakshan police found a body of a young man near the Sunday Bazaar in Defence Phase VIII. Police officials said they shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where doctors revealed that the victim was strangled to death at least 15 days ago. The body was then shifted to the Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth for identification.

(DailyTimes-B1, 27/10/2009)

Bid to carry out major terror attacks in city foiled
5 Lashkar-e-Jhangvi men arrested


KARACHI: The Sindh police’s Crime Investigation Department (CID) arrested five people associated with the banned religious outfit, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LJ), on Wednesday. 


The arrests were made after a brief encounter in Orangi Town, carried out by a CID team led by DSP Choudhry Safdar. The arrested men were identified as Shakeel Burmi, Afzal alias Rickshaw Wala, Atif alias Chooha, Wasim alias Baroodi and Nasir alias Saifullah. 
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Four associates of the men, namely Rasheed Swati, Arif alias Chohta, Danish and Naseer, managed to flee and raids are being carried out throughout the city for their arrest.


Suicide jackets and 150 kilogrammes of explosives were recovered from their possession. Police officials are questioning the arrested militants about their possible links with the Indian intelligence agency, RAW, as the explosives recovered from their possession bore an Indian insignia.


According to officials, all the men are residents of Karachi and have been involved in various terrorist cases. Shakeel Burmi, who is also named in the CID Red Book, is said to be the LJ commander in Karachi and was involved in various cases of target killings and sectarian violence. 


“The men were trained in South Waziristan and are experts in making explosives,” said Khan, adding that Burmi had arrived in the city a week ago after meeting Qari Hussain Mehsud. Wasim Baroodi has also been involved in sectarian violence and target killings. Khan revealed that one of the men, Atif, is the brother of Rashid alias Tehseen who was involved in the bombing of Madina-tul-Ilm Imambargah in Gulshan-e-Iqbal. Atif was designated the task of attaining details about government officials. 


Afzal, who was also involved in various cases of violence in the city, reportedly used his rickshaw to spy on government officials and transport explosives around the city. 


“All the men are associated with LJ and Qari Hussain Mehsud, who specialises in suicide bombings and operates from Wana,” said CID (Operations) SSP Fayyaz Khan. “We have recovered 150 kilogrammes of RDX explosives that were made in India, two suicide jackets and five Kalashnikovs.” He added that they had brought the explosives from Qari Hussain Mehsud by road and that each suicide jacket contained around 20 kilogrammes of RDX. He said that their possible targets were offices of intelligence agencies, top government officials, the CID, courts, including the Sindh High Court and City Court buildings, top political and other personalities, Sindh Assembly and cadet schools and colleges.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 29/10/2009)

150 more illegal immigrants nabbed


KARACHI: As many as three million illegal immigrants are residing throughout Karachi, but so far the city police have arrested more than 200 during the crackdown against them in the past two days, Daily Times learnt on Friday.


This sudden clean-up undertaken by the government has spread panic and fear among the illegal immigrants as they have been living in the city for a long time without any proper documentation. These stringent measures have forced a lot of the illegal immigrants to move back to their homeland to avoid imprisonment, and escape charges of terrorism.


The police on Friday have arrested 150 more illegal foreigners from Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh as well as India and some other countries during several raids in different parts of the city. Until late Thursday night, more than 50 foreigners had been arrested according to the Foreign Act.


It has also been learnt that most of the arrested illegal foreigners were involved in various crimes, including smuggling of arms and narcotics, extortion, kidnapping for ransom, robberies, vehicle-snatching and other criminal offences that included terrorist activities and support to the militants in the form of providing them shelter, financial or medical assistance.


The police are expectant to also find militants amongst the illegal immigrants, and are questioning them for possible links with Taliban or other militant outfits. “The network of the terrorists can easily be broken through this crackdown,” an officer stated.


It should be noted here that most of the illegal immigrants were residing in slums in or outside the city, where most law enforcement agencies avoid entering.


As per the list of illegal immigrants compiled by the law enforcement agencies on the directives of the Sindh Home Department, more than three million foreigners, including two million Bengalis and Burmese and more than one million Afghans, were living illegally in various villages of the city.


It is pertinent to mention here that some of the arrested immigrants possessed Pakistani NICs.


It should be noted here that some months after the PPP formed the government, the city police was directed to get these illegal foreigners registered with the National Alien Registration Authority, but before the process ended, the government started the crackdown.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 31/10/2009)
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Truck set on fire in violent protest

KARACHI, Oct 31: A number of vendors violently resisted a city government anti-encroachment operation on Saturday and set a truck on fire on Jahangir Road within the remit of the Jamshed Quarters police station. 


Accompanied by the area police, a city government anti-encroachment team reached near a shrine on Jahangir Road and started removing stalls set up there by vendors, police said. 


The vendors, most of whom have been selling flowers and garlands there for years, turned violent and pelted the team and the accompanying police with stones. 


Due to the protest, vehicular traffic remained suspended on Jahangir Road causing inconvenience to motorists and commuters. 


The police said that some youths intercepted a truck containing stuff seized from the roadside stalls and set it on fire. 

However, an official at the Jamshed Quarters police stations said: “Nearly two dozen shops, set up over encroached land, have been removed”. 

Policeman wounded 


In a similar incident, a team of the Sindh government’s revenue department came under attack when it tried to vacate a piece of encroached land in Teachers Colony, Scheme 33, on Saturday. As a result of the attack, a policeman, member of an accompanying police team of the Sohrab Goth police station, suffered bullet wounds. 


The police said that the attack was carried out allegedly by the land grabbers. 


“The revenue department has their own staff and we were there only for security purpose,” said Sohrab Goth DSP Iftikhar Lodhi. “Though the police fired back but the attack was so sudden and intense that most of our personnel could not manage to chase the escaping attackers.” 


The incident left Head Constable Muhammad Hanif wounded. He was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for treatment. 


He claimed that despite the armed attack, the police continued protecting the revenue department team till it took control of the encroached land. 


“After medico-legal formalities, we will lodge an FIR against the attackers. After an initial investigation we have traced the people behind the armed attack on policemen,” said DSP Lodhi. 
(Dawn-13, 01/11/2009)

Mob kills elderly man for being ‘homosexual’


KARACHI: An elderly man was beaten to death by an angry mob for being involved in a homosexual act within the jurisdiction of Shah Latif police station on Saturday. 


As per details, the incident took place at Pir Sarhandi Goth during the wee hours of Saturday. Police officials said that 60-year-old Mohammad Hashim Jhokio, son of Mehran, was a homosexual and added that unidentified people killed him at his residence.


The deceased was a watchman by profession and had been married for the last 25-30 years without any children.


Police officials further said that the deceased was living separately in the village and was abhorred by his fellow villagers for being a homosexual.


They said a group of angry people raided his house where he was indulged in an obscene activity with a man and killed him on the spot by hitting him with clubs and rods.


Police officials said that apparently it was a case of ‘vigilante justice’ as people were enraged over the sexual behaviour of the deceased Jhokio. However, there were no details available about the other person who was present with the deceased when he was beaten to death.


On the other hand, the Shah Latif police were reluctant about giving clear details of the event leading to the killing of the man and they said that some unidentified persons killed the man while he was sleeping.

“We have also learnt that the man was a homosexual and the locals hated him for his sexual activities, but we have no evidence that he was killed by a mob,” police officials said. The police have registered an FIR no 507/09 against unidentified persons and were investigating the motive behind the killing. 


In another incident, a security guard of a private company committed suicide on Saturday at the house where he was deputed in the limits of Bahadurabad police station. 


Police said the victim, Syed Maqsood Ali Shah, 28, son of Syed Mustafa Shah was deployed at House No 265 at Bahadurabad. He shot himself in the chest and died on the spot. The victim was the resident of Garden East. The cause of the suicide could not be ascertained. 

Police said the deceased was a married man and could have committed suicide over financial problems. 

His body was shifted to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for autopsy.


In another incident, a baby girl was killed and her father was seriously injured when the motorcycle on which they were riding was hit by a speeding car on II Chundrigar Road within the limits Mithadar police station. 


Police and eyewitnesses said the victim Laraib was going with her father on a motorcycle when a car hit them. Both of them fell on the road, causing fatal injuries to the child killing her on the spot while her father, Aamir, sustained injuries, but survived.


The Mithadar police said the identity of the car driver could not be ascertained who himself shifted the injured girl and his father to JPMC and then disappeared. 


Police have registered a case against an unknown person and started looking for him.

(DailyTimes-B1, 01/11/2009)

Ill-equipped lab helps little in criminal investigations

KARACHI, Nov 1: The Chemico-Bacteriological Laboratory, commonly known as the office of chemical examiner, seems to be struggling in the medieval ages as it applies most basic techniques without any worthwhile equipment. 


Relocated in the backyard of the Services Hospital to facilitate the Dow University of Health Sciences expansion work some time back, the lab is a picture of official neglect and apathy of the government towards the crucial role of forensic science in criminal investigation. 


According to international standards, a chemical examiner must have a diploma in medical jurisprudence (pathology), MCPS (forensic medicine), FCPS (forensic medicine) or PhD (forensic medicine/pathology /forensic toxicology) with a minimum five-year medico-legal work experience. However, here in Sindh the posting of a pathologist as chemical examiner is rare, let alone the other qualifications, an expert pointed out. 


A chemical laboratory is mainly provided with preserved viscera, body fluids, drugs and other biological samples to determine the presence or absence of toxic substances and their metabolites and to evaluate their role as the determinant or a contributory factor in the cause and manner of death or a suspected case of poisoning, according to Dr Shafi M. Nizamani, an associate professor of forensic medicine at the University Technology Mara, Malaysia. 


Some of the major equipment a chemical lab should possess include gas chromatography, mass spectrometer, inductive coupled plasma (ICP), gas liquid chromatography (GLC), high performance thin layer chromatography, Fourier-trace metal analyzer, breath analyzer, ion chromatography, pressured solvent extraction, Volta metric trace metal analyzer, UV-visible spectrometer, atomic absorption spectrometer (AAS) and real time PCR for DNA. 


Last but not the least, computers with forensic software should be part of the chemical lab, the associate professor added. 


However, Chemical Examiner Dr Fazal Ellahi Memon says that the lab he heads doesn’t have any of the aforementioned equipment. “We follow the basic methods of chemical reaction or colour change to obtain the results,” Dr Memon said, adding that they test 17 to 18 common poison groups. 


There are several subsections of a lab including (a) narcotics: identification and analysis of dangerous drugs such as heroin, cannabis, opium and psychotropic drugs and amphetamine type stimulants; (b) serology: conventional serological examination; and (c) toxicology: human and animal poisoning, alcohol analysis in blood and urine, and drugs in body fluids. 


The chemical examiner told Dawn that a PC-1 for upgrading the chemical lab has been sent to the authorities. However, he declined to share the salient features of the PC-1, saying that he was not supposed to discuss such things. 


The lab annually receives 70,000 to 80,000 different articles for testing from across Sindh, including Karachi, as well as from Balochistan. ‘Charas’ forms the bulk of articles that are deposited at the lab for testing, according to him. 


Dispensation of justice 

A lack of coordination between the health and home departments is said to be one of the main reasons behind an inordinate delay in the dispensation of justice in criminal cases. Reports of session judges show that 1,679 cases are pending before different courts of law for want of chemical examination reports. 


Dr Memon, however, claims that at present there is no backlog of cases and each report is being issued within 10 to 12 days. 


The condition in the Karachi and Rohri chemical labs, only two units for Sindh and Balochistan, is pathetic as some important quantitative tests are not carried out at these labs. 


For instance, the labs can detect benzodiazepine but they cannot determine the quantity. This further complicates the issues, since a mere dose of the substance may have been consumed in the form of medicine by the person whose sample is tested, contends an expert. “Unless the quantity is determined, the purpose of the examination is not served,” he argued. 


Sharing his experiences at the chemical examiner office, SSP Investigation-I (East) Niaz Ahmed Khosa said: “The role of the chemical examination lab is highly sensitive in nature since the fate of many cases in courts depends upon its report. However, its results are generally marred by discrepancies.” 

Citing a 2006 murder case, the SSP said that he had obtained a bathroom tile with blood stains from a crime-scene and send it to the lab along with some other such articles, including bedsheets and clothing. The results of the report appeared highly ambiguous. Instead of preparing the results of each article separately, the institution summed up the findings in just two paragraphs, the SSP said, adding that the tile he had sent to the laboratory for testing was also changed and a new tile was returned in its place. 


Finally, the SSP recalled, he obtained another tile from the crime-scene and sent it to the National Forensic Science Lab, Police Bureau, Islamabad, along with a blood sample of the murder suspect. The results matched the blood stains on the tile with the suspect’s blood sample, he said.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 02/11/2009)

Legal formalities mostly ignored

KARACHI, Nov 1: Ineffective legislation and police investigators lacklustre approach often force people to forgo medico-legal formalities, including autopsy of the victims of accidents or fatal attack etc. 


Senior officials and sources at the major public health facilities such as the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) and the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) asserted that it is procedural liability of these hospitals to inform the police immediately upon receiving a body. “But in several cases, it is observed that the heirs of those who die under suspicious circumstances do not agree to let the hospitals perform an autopsy,” said a CHK official. “And most of such families manage to take away the bodies without meeting the medico-legal formalities, simply by convincing police personnel not to insist,” he added. 


According to him, the medico-legal section is supposed to conduct an autopsy only when requested by the police. Such a request means a complete examination of the body under Section 174 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). 

“In such a situation, the medico-legal officers cannot be blamed for avoiding an autopsy of the body not tagged with a police request,” he argued, maintaining that convincing relatives of a deceased to agree on autopsy was not the responsibility of hospital officials. 


Police investigators agree that many people tend to avoid the medico-legal formalities. But, the police do force them to fulfil the mandatory requirement, they assert. 


A lack of coordination between these hospitals’ medico-legal sections and the police department is also to blame for the situation. 


“In the investigations into murder cases, autopsy of the deceased essentially helps resolve the case,” said SSP Investigation (East-I) Niaz Ahmed Khosa. “Investigations of such cases mainly rely on the findings of the autopsy report and partially on other kind of evidence. So if we don’t have an autopsy report in hand, speculation and guesswork distract the probe and the findings are not reliable.” 
However, he agrees, it is almost impossible to act in accordance with the rules in those cases where the deceased died under suspicious circumstances and the heirs do not allow the police to complete medico-legal formalities. 


“We keep coming across such a situation and unfortunately there seems to be no way out. All that the police can do is only to convince them but such attempts rarely succeed,” he added. 
A JPMC official cited an example where three persons of the same family died in a recent road accident but the victims’ relatives took away the bodies without an autopsy. “A large number of people, most of them family members of the victims who had gathered in the hospital managed to take away the bodies without completing the legal formalities. Apart from certain other problems, avoiding a confrontation in such cases has always been an issue,” he added. 

It is witnessed in most such cases that the police agree to let the bereaved take away a victim’s body after signing a document declaring that they were doing so because they do not want a post-mortem examination to be conducted, says the official, pointing out that the police investigators who fail to undertake legal formalities absolve themselves of the responsibility by arguing that they cannot force the shocked heirs or relatives of a victim to meet legal formalities. 

Another flaw in the system, according to a CHK official, is the absence of police officials from the medico-legal section of an authorised hospital. “It is essential for the police personnel posted at the medico-legal section of a hospital to ensure presence of those on duty. This is important both for prompt completion of medico-legal formalities and security,” he said. 

The official said that a proposal in this regard had been discussed several a time by the high-ups but there had been no progress so far.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 02/11/2009)

It’s a bird, its’ a plane, no it’s a Russian skydiver hanging from a building!
Extreme stunt goes dud


KARACHI: Russian extreme sportsman Valery Rozov escaped a terrible tragedy in an incredible and death-defying stunt on Sunday morning when he leapt off the rooftop of Pakistan’s tallest building, the MCB Tower.


The base jumper failed to keep his balance after he released his parachute and strong winds pushed him to a nearby under-construction building, where the parachute became entangled in iron bars on its rooftop.
Rozov kept hanging for about 20 minutes by the wall of the building. After the renowned skydiver was rescued and brought down, he told journalists that he was fine and unhurt. However, this scribe was not sure if the brave extreme sportsman actually managed to escape any injury since he had lost his balance during the stunt when his leg had smacked into the wall of the MCB Tower. Rozov was supposed to land on the rooftop of a nearby building just beside the [image: image8.jpg]


MCB Tower.


Rozov, 44, had selected MCB Tower, the tallest building in Pakistan with a height of 116 metres and with 29 floors, for his unique base jump. Rozov has made a reputation for himself with his death defying stunts. Jumping from a helicopter over the active Mutnovsky volcano in Russia’s Kamachatka Peninsula and from Europe’s highest mountain, Mount Elbrus, are some of the highlights of his career.


People on the II Chundrigar Road, on which the MCB Tower is located, were stunned to see the unique spectacle that had never been witnessed in the country before. A large number of journalists, cameramen and photographers had gathered to cover the extraordinary event. A large number of police and Rangers personnel were also deployed at the spot. 


However, the team, which had organised the event, had not taken the necessary safety measures for the stunt as only an ambulance was seen parked at the spot. No ladder or a fire brigade was present to tackle any emergency situation.


Rovoz had earlier planned to jump from the backside of the building, but later he opted to perform his act from the front. “The winds were strong since morning, so I decided to jump from the front side of the building, but that’s not the reason for the stunt going wrong, he said.

“ I had planned to go left after jumping, but winds pushed me there before the anticipated time, however I am okay.”


Rovoz said he has performed hundreds of skydiving stunts and the last one was in Sweden. “I am happy that I did the first ever base jump in Pakistan,” he said.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 02/11/2009)

Afghan refugees come in the line of fire in fight against terror


KARACHI: Afghan refugees living in the outskirts of Karachi are the prime suspects for the security forces in the ongoing operation against terrorist elements in the city.

The refugees living in the mohajir camps have claimed that the police were arresting them without any charges. An elderly man living in an Afghan camp, Ameen Jan, told Daily Times that the police were patrolling the camps since last week and whenever they came across Afghans, they arrested them.


The Afghan nationals feel that the Pakistani authorities have declared all Afghan refugees as terrorists. The refugees claimed that they could not earn their livelihood by going to work at the carpet factories. The carpets manufactured there are exported to other parts of the country and abroad.


Interestingly, the police have been arresting Afghan refugees under the Foreign Act despite the fact that the Pakistani government, in collaboration with the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), has issued them registration cards, according to which most of them are legal immigrants under international and Pakistani law.


As per the UNHCR, 90,000 Afghans living in Sindh are registered. The number of registered Afghans in Karachi is around 20,000. However, the leaders of Afghan refugees have claimed time and again that the number of Afghan refugees in Karachi is more than 0.1 million and that the government and the UNHCR have failed to issue cards to the rest of the Afghans.


“We kept requesting them to register all of us, but our requests were ignored,” lamented Karachi Afghan Jirga General Secretary Moallam Tawoos, claiming that the Pakistani government was treating them badly.


He added that the police were arresting and physically and mentally torturing them even if they held their registration cards that have been issued by the Pakistani government.

He demanded the authorities, “We are guests here. Let us stay peacefully,” adding that they would leave as soon as democracy returns to their motherland. He believes that to show its efficiency, the police was arresting Afghan refugees and that the terrorists were local people. The refugees have criticised the role of the Afghan Consulate in the present scenario, saying that it was deaf-mute on the issue.


When this scribe contacted the Afghan Consulate, its public relations officer refused to comment on the issue. However, the police said that they were not targeting Afghan refugees, adding that the law enforcement agencies were only raiding on tip-offs and were arresting people involved in terrorist activities.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 02/11/2009)

Four political activists gunned down

KARACHI, Nov 4: Three activists of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) and a worker of the Sunni Tehrik were killed in separate incidents on Wednesday, police and party sources said. 


Forty-year-old Abrar, a worker of the MQM-H, was shot dead by unidentified assailants near his house within the remit of the Brigade police station in the early hours of Wednesday. 

“Abrar was standing with his friends near a department store when two armed men riding a motorcycle came close to them. Some witnesses said that the pillion passenger got off the motorbike and opened fire only after recognising his target,” said an official at the Brigade police station. 


The police remained clueless about the motive behind the targeted killing. They said that the deceased was associated with the Afaq Ahmed faction of the MQM-H. 


They said that a case (FIR 498/2009) was registered against unknown persons under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) on the complaint of the victim’s maternal uncle, Sher Muhammad Khan. 


In another incident, the Landhi police found bullet-riddled bodies of two young men in Karbala Ground near the Landhi Degree College. 


Landhi Town SP Sultan Haider said: “There was no witness to the firing incident and no one in the area heard gunshots. So we believe that the two youngsters were killed somewhere else and their bodies were thrown in the ground in Landhi No 6.”The bodies were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where doctors said that the victims suffered two bullet wounds, each in the chest and the head. 


The police said that one of the victims was identified as Rehan alias Colombo, resident of 36-B, Landhi, and an activist of the MQM-H (Afaq Ahmed faction). The other deceased remained unidentified, they added. 


However, an MQM-H spokesman said that the second victim was 25-year-old Farid alias 81, a resident of Korangi, who was also a member of the party. He said that the killing of three party workers in a single day left a question mark over the performance of the city police and the provincial administration. 


The police were tracing the family of the unidentified victim before lodging an FIR of the double murder case. 

They said that deceased Rehan alias Colombo was not living in the area despite having family and home in the locality. 

“His political association is not clear, but we have learnt that he had not been residing in his Landhi residence for sometime. The motive behind the killing of two persons could not be established,” said the SP. 


In another incident, a young activist of the Sunni Tehreek was gunned down when he was standing in front of a party office in the New Karachi area, police said. 


They said that 20-year-old Amir alias Kaalu, resident of Mustafa Colony in Sector 5-G of New Karachi, was shot dead by armed men riding a motorbike. 


“He was standing outside the party office located behind Town Committee School in Sector 5-G, when two men riding a motorbike came close and fired at him with a 9mm pistol,” said an official at the New Karachi Industrial Area police station. “He sustained three bullets and died on the spot. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination.” 


An officer at the investigation section of the New Karachi Industrial Area police station said that the victim’s father, Muhammad Siddiq, lodged a case (FIR 467/2009) under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC against unknown persons. 


He said that the victim’s father told the police that Amir had not been living with him for the past few months. “His parents were not aware of his whereabouts and he became the ST worker just six to eight months back. Similarly, his father told us that his son had some dispute with his party colleagues over some personal issues,” said the police official. 


Following the killing incident, tension gripped parts of New Karachi on Wednesday when unknown armed persons fired into the air and forced shopkeeper to close down their business. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 05/11/2009)

ASI booked for killing suspect in custody

KARACHI, Nov 4: An assistant sub-inspector was arrested after a departmental inquiry found him involved in the killing of a suspect in the Kalakot police station lockup on Wednesday. 


A senior police official told Dawn that a case was registered against ASI Babar Hashmi by the Chakiwara police station after a departmental inquiry established that he shot at a suspected robber inside the lockup after arresting him in the Kalakot area. 


“Aziz Baloch, who was arrested a few days ago by the police party led by ASI Babar while patrolling, was locked up in the Kalakot police station,” said Khadim Hussain Rind, Lyari Town SP. 


“Since he [the suspect] was resisting and scuffled with the policemen, the officer pulled out his official pistol and shot a single bullet, which hit him just a little above his waist.” 


The suspect was admitted to the Civil Hospital Karachi, where he succumbed to his wounds during treatment on Wednesday evening. He said the authorities had already initiated an inquiry into the firing incident, which found the officer at fault. Besides, the deceased was found with no criminal record registered in any police station, he added. 


“Findings of the inquiry suggest that the man who was arrested was not mentally fit and he was only found unlocking a parked car in the Kalakot area when picked up by the police party,” the SP said. 


The deceased, Aziz Baloch, was a resident of Gharib Shah Mazar area of Kalakot. 

“From to the officer’s viewpoint, since he [the suspect] was behaving abnormally and attacking a few policemen inside the police station, he pulled out a pistol just to keep him at bay. The ASI did not fire intentionally.” 

The case (FIR 326/2009) against the ASI has been registered under Section 319 (punishment for qatl-i-khata) of the Pakistan Penal Code. 
(Dawn-13, 05/11/2009)

Three targeted killings reported in last 24 hours

After a lull of a few months, four political activists, belonging to two political groups, were gunned down in Karachi over the last 24 hours, police said on Wednesday.


All these killings were carried out in the city at a time when police and all other law enforcing agencies are in a state of red alert to thwart any act of terrorism. Pillion riding is banned and law enforcers can be seen on each and every corner of the city. The Karachi police have no clues regarding the killers in any of the three incidents. 


On Wednesday noon, two youngsters were gunned down near Karbala Ground, Korangi Degree College, within the remit of Landhi police station. 

Police reached the site and shifted the bodies of the deceased to the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where one was identified as Rehan, son of Ghulam Dastagir, 25, a resident of House No 160, Landhi while the other deceased was identified as 22-year old Fareed, alias Hur, son of Sagheer. 


Mohajir Qaumi Movement Pakistan (MQM-Haqiqi) leaders claimed that both the victims were from their party and were committed workers. 


When contacted, MQM-Haqiqi Co-Chairman Shamshad Khan Ghouri claimed that unidentified culprits first kidnapped the party workers at gunpoint and then dumped their bodies after shooting them at point-blank range. 

He said that the slain party worker Rehan was associated with Unit-83 and Fareed with Unit-80. 


Inquiry officer in the case, Sub-Inspector (SI) Hassan Chandio of Landhi police station told The News that police found the bodies near the Government Degree College Korangi, and shifted them to hospital after the local people informed the police.


Earlier, a former MQM-H activist was gunned down near his residence in Jet Lines in the Lines area in the small hours of Wednesday in the limits of Brigade police station. 


Brigade police said two armed motorcyclists shot the deceased when he was at his friend’s roadside shop. 


The deceased was hit by four bullets and died on the spot. They said that the deceased was previously associated with the MQM-H Unit 196 before leaving the party for employment at the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). 


Police officials maintained that the deceased was identified as Abrar, 40, son of Abdul Shakoor and his killing could also be considered targeted.


Police have registered the case against unidentified persons on behalf of the deceased’s cousin Sher Mohammad and initiated further investigation. 


In another incident, an activist of the Sunni Tehreek (ST) was gunned in New Karachi, Sector 5-G in the limits of New Karachi Industrial Area police. Police officials said that the incident took place near Kali Market, outside the ST sector office near Town Committee School, where victim Amir Qadri, alias Kalu, 26, son of Mohammad Siddiq was sitting with other party workers.


The New Karachi Industrial Area police said they reached the spot after they were informed about the incident of firing by some area people and found the injured youth lying in a pool of blood. 

Qadri was being shifted to hospital when he succumbed to his injuries. 


In another incident, a chief petty officer of the Pakistan Navy (PN) was shot dead near Jauhar More, in Gulistan-e-Jauhar in the limits of Sharea Faisal police station. The deceased, identified as Ghulam Nabi. 


In a separate incident, a man killed his maternal uncle and his mother in Malir in the Saudabad area.


SHO Saudabad Azhar said that Afaq Zafar opened fire on his maternal uncle, Mukhtar Pervez, over some family dispute and when his mother tried to protect her brother, he also opened on her.


Both Mukhtar Pervez and her sister Mussarat were shifted to the Liaquat National Hospital where Mukhtar succumbed to injuries while condition of Mussarat was stated to be critical. The accused managed to flee from the scene. The SHO Saudabad said that the FIR would be lodged after the autopsy of the deceased.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 05/11/2009)
Four political activists killed
Target killing spree resumes after lull


KARACHI: Despite the imposition of a ban on pillion riding and a red alert in the metropolitan by the police and the government, four people were shot dead in incidents of target killing on Wednesday. 

It is believed that all of them were gunned down by men on motorcycles. All four victims were political workers. The police have been looking for the killers as none of the culprits have been arrested yet.

Midday on Wednesday, bullet-riddled bodies of two youths were found near Karbala Ground. The Landhi police arrived at the scene and moved the bodies to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the victims were identified as Rehan Ghulam Dastagir, 25, and Fareed Sagheer, alias Hur, 22.


When contacted, Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) leaders confirmed that both the victims were affiliated with the party. MQM-H Co-chairman Shamshad Khan Ghouri said that unidentified culprits had kidnapped Rehan and Fareed at gunpoint and later dumped their bodies, adding that Rehan belonged to Unit 83, while Fareed was in Unit 80.


The police said that the incident appeared to be a target killing. Sub-Inspector Hassan Chandio, who was involved in the initial inquiry, told Daily Times, “It is yet to be ascertained whether they were shot dead at the abandoned place or the culprits dumped them here after killing them somewhere else, but it looks likes an incident of target killing.” He said that both the victims were shot two to three times in the neck with a weapon like 9mm.


In another incident, a former MQM-H activist of Unit 196 was gunned down near his residence in Jut Line in the wee hours of Wednesday. The Brigade police said that armed motorcyclists shot Abrar Abdul Shakoor, 40, dead while he was standing at his friend’s pan shop, adding that the victim had received four bullets and died on the spot. The police also said that the victim, who had been working for the City District Government Karachi, was killed in an incident of target killing. The police added that his body was later handed over to his family after legal formalities were completed in Civil Hospital Karachi and that they had registered a case against unidentified people on behalf of Abrar’s cousin, Sher Mohammad.


In a separate case, a Sunni Tehreek (ST) activist was gunned down in Sector 5-G of New Karachi. The New Karachi Industrial Area police said that Amir Qadri, alias Kalu, 26, was sitting with other party workers outside the ST sector office near Town Committee School when someone opened fire on him, adding that it seemed like Amir’s own associates killed him over a dispute, but nothing could be said with certainty until the investigation was over.


However, ST leadership claimed that Amir was a victim of an incident of target killing, saying that two unidentified suspects on a motorcycle gunned him down while he was sitting outside the sector office alone.

As per different reports, following Amir’s killing, the atmosphere in New Karachi turned tense and unidentified people resorted to aerial firing, while shopkeepers were compelled to close down their businesses and public transport was also affected due to violence in the area.


The police said that they have arrested two ST workers, Amir and Hanif, from Bashir Chowk in New Karachi because they were forcing the shopkeepers to close their shops.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 05/11/2009)

Bandit chased, shot dead; two aides injured

KARACHI, Nov 5: A suspected robber was shot dead and his two accomplices were seriously wounded after they were caught by a charged mob in Baldia Town on Thursday afternoon, police and witnesses said. 


They said the suspects had got off a coach after snatching cash and valuables from the passengers of the bus, but area people attracted by a passenger’s shouts chased and caught three of the suspects. 


Five gunmen boarded a Dost Coach near Nauras Chowrangi, and as the vehicle resumed moving with nearly 20 passengers, including women and children, they pulled out their weapons and told the passengers to surrender their valuables. 


“Two of them remained standing at the gates of the coach while a third one put a gun to the driver’s head and told him to keep driving slowly,” said an official at the Baldia Town police station quoting from the statement of Yasin, one of the passengers. 


“As the coach reached near Baldia Town No 3, all the five bandits pocketed the loot and asked the driver to stop the vehicle. They all got off and started walking away. However, one of the passengers, Aziz-ur-Rehman, began screaming for help and managed to attract people’s attention.” 


As the bandits started running in panic, a few area people chased them, which caused other people to move in the same direction and finally they got hold of three of them in a congested neighbourhood, Anjam Colony in Baldia Town No 3. 


“The bandits could not offer any resistance as the number of people had swelled to more than two hundred, a few of whom were clearly armed,” said Inspector Najamuddin, the SHO of the Baldia Town police station. “The bandits were beaten up with sticks, punched and kicked. When they all fell unconscious, a member of the mob fired at one of the robbers with a TT pistol.” 


He said the area elders intervened and by the time police reached the spot the two bandits had been injured. They were later identified as 26-year-old Imran and 28-year-old Abdul Majeed. 

“The third suspect, who died from torture and the gunshot, was identified as 26-year-old Aamir alias Mama,” said the SHO. “We have also seized three TT pistols from them. There has been no clue as to who had fired that single shot which proved fatal for the bandit. There were so many armed people who had gathered there after hearing about the dacoits.” 


The police later shifted the dead and the two injured to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and registered three separate cases (FIRs 225/2009, 226/2009 and 227/2009) under Sections 395 (punishment for dacoity) of the Pakistan Penal Code and 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1965. 


Two killed in ‘robbery’ attempt 

In a separate incident of alleged robbery attempt, also in Badia Town, an suspected robber and a motorcyclist died in an exchange of fire. 

The police claimed that it was a simple motorbike-snatching attempt made by the unknown robber, who intercepted 26-year-old Sikandar near Khursheeda Qabristan within the remit of the Saeedabad police station. 


“Area people said they saw that when the rider resisted the attempt, the suspect pulled out his TT pistol and fired at least two shots at the victim,” said Ismail Meo, Sub-Inspector at the Saeedabad police station. “He fell down but was armed and fired back as the robber kick-started the motorbike.” 


He said the both had received at least two bullets each and when the police reached the spot after the area people approached the police station; they only found the two bodies lying in pools of blood. 


The dual killings in the alleged shootout between the armed motorcycle rider and suspected robber turned mysterious when the investigation section of the Saeedabad police said they did not find any weapons or casings of spent bullets at the crime-scene. 


“We visited the crime-scene and there was hardly any person who was the eyewitness to the shootout. They all said they had heard the gunshots and moved to that comparatively isolated place to witness the bodies lying abandoned with the motorbike lying a few yards away,” said an official associated with the investigation section. 


“The body of one of the men, who is said to be the bandit, has been shifted to the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth after a post-mortem examination at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. He has not yet been identified and we are tracing his family links before registering an FIR,” he added. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 06/11/2009)

Doctor abducted from Orangi Town

Unidentified armed men kidnapped a doctor from Orangi town along with his car on Thursday evening and took him along with them after leaving his car near RCD highway in the limits of Mochko police station, police said.


The SHO, Orangi Town police station, Matiullah, while confirming the incident, said Dr. Abdul Malik, owner of the Faryal Hospital in Orangi Town was on his way along with his wife Faryal when some armed men intercepted the car, asked his wife to step down and took the doctor away at gunpoint.


The incident took place on Shahrah-e-Orangi, in Sector 9-E of Orangi Town, he said, adding that later the car of the kidnapped doctor, bearing was recovered from RCD highway in the limits of Mochko police station, Baldia town.


The SHO suspected that the doctor was perhaps abducted for ransom and feared that suspects might have taken him to Balochistan.


He said he had learnt that abducted doctor called his wife Faryal on her cell phone and said she should not be worried as he was taken away for the treatment of a patient, who could not be taken to any hospital.


“However, now the case is being handled by the CPLC as they have the expertise to deal cases of abduction” DSP Majeed said, adding that no FIR had been lodged so far.

(The News-14, 06/11/2009)
Vigilante justice
Mob kills bandit, injures two


KARACHI: An enraged mob killed a bandit and injured his two accomplices in Baldia Town on Thursday .


Three armed men boarded a ‘Dost Coach’ in Delhi Colony and started looting its passengers, said the Baldia Town police and added that as per the eyewitnesses’ account, the passengers and area residents chased and caught the bandits, after which they tortured them until the police arrived on the scene and rushed the wounded bandits to the hospital. Amir, one of the bandits, succumbed to his injuries, while his accomplices, Abdul Majeed and Imran, were in a critical condition. The police have recovered looted valuables and three TT pistols, and registered a case.


Separately, two armed men tried to steal 21-year-old Malik Sikander’s motorcycle near Niazi Mohalla in Sajan Goth, following which Sikander tried fighting them off, said the Saeedabad police and added that one of the bandits opened fire on Malik, killing him, however the bandit’s accomplice also died in the incident. The police said that a case had been registered against the escaped bandit. In another case, a man was killed over resistance during a robbery bid within the limits of Saddar police station.


Police said that the incident took place at Rafiqi Shaheed Road, from where Waseem had withdrawn cash from an ATM of a local bank, after which two men intercepted him and shot him over resistance. He sustained critical injuries and was rushed to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for treatment, where he succumbed to his injuries. An FIR had still not been filed when this report was filed. In another incident, gunmen killed Abdul Wahid Baloch, 40, within the limits of Pak Colony police station.


The police said, the deceased was a resident of Khaliq Village and was on his way home when unknown gunman intercepted him and fired at him using a Kalashnikov. They successfully managed to flee from the scene. The police suspect that the incident took place as a result of a personal enmity.


Baloch’s body was sent to Civil Hospital, Karachi for legal formalities, after which it was handed to the family for the burial. No FIR was registered at the time this report was filed.

(DailyTimes-B1, 06/11/2009)

‘Missing’ trader found dead in factory

KARACHI, Nov 6: The decomposed body of a businessman, believed to have been kidnapped some two months ago, was found in his own soap manufacturing factory in the Garden area on Friday, police said. 


They said that the businessman, Khawaja Mohammad Naeem, had been tortured to death in September allegedly by a disgruntled employee who dumped the body in a chemical drum in the factory. 


They added that during the course of investigation of an apparent kidnap-for-ransom case, investigators grilled a victim’s employee namely Mohammad Salman who not only confessed to the murder but also informed them about the place where he had dumped the body of the 57-year-old businessman. 


“It’s a small production facility near Dhobi Ghat in Garden where different chemical drums, machines and some other raw materials were stored,” said DSP Rao Aslam of the Anti-Violent Crime Cell. “We found the body in one of the chemical containers, which was covered with dozens of wooden boxes. The body was badly decomposed and beyond recognition. Since the facility contained many chemical drums giving off noxious fumes, the stench of a decomposing body went unnoticed by people who worked at the factory.” 


He said since the family of the victim was initially convinced that he had been kidnapped for ransom, the police pursued the investigation on the same line. 


The official said that the suspect, who would be booked for murder in the case, had killed his employer on Sept 3 when he beat him with kicks and fists after he refused to increase his salary. 


Quoting the initial statement of the suspect, the DSP said that the deceased was a heart patient who could not withstand the attack and died on the spot. As the suspect had no intention to kill his employer, for he only wanted to vent his anger, the sudden death made him panicky and he dumped the body in the chemical drum, he added. 


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. Doctors associated with the medico-legal section said the reason for the victim’s death appeared to be a cardiac arrest due to severe torture. 


“The victim had a history of previous cardiac arrests and the torture might have resulted in a severe heart attack,” said an official at the medico-legal section of the health facility. 


A case (FIR 96/2009) was registered against unknown persons at the Gulbahar police station under Sections 343 (wrongful confinement for three or more days) and 346 (wrongful confinement in secret) of the Pakistan Penal Code after the family started receiving calls for ransom in the second week of September. 


“Earlier, the police registered only a complaint in the daily diary, stating that Muhammad Naeem had been missing since Sept 3 and, when last contacted, he told his family that he was in a Nazimabad area which fell within the remit of the Gulbahar police station,” said an official at the Gulbahar police station. 


The police said that the investigators questioned the suspect, Salman, right after the registration of the case, but had not suspected him until last week when they reached the conclusion that the victim was in fact not kidnapped for ransom. 


The DSP said that the unknown caller demanded a very little ransom amount, which is uncommon in kidnapping for ransom cases. Then there was no reason to hold a person for more than two months without asking or insisting that the family pay the ransom amount, he added. 
(Dawn-13, 07/11/2009)

Ban on pillion riding

SHC calls report on law, order situation

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the provincial law officer to submit a comprehensive report regarding the law and order situation, and ratio of crime before and after the imposition of ban on pillion riding.


The court was hearing the petition filed by Intikhab Alam Suri of Human Rights Network. He submitted that the citizens were facing hardships due to the imposition of a ban on pillion riding by the Sindh government. 


The petitioner said that the government had imposed the ban on pillion riding in December last year and it was extended time to time without any justification. He submitted that the ban was previously challenged in the SHC, adding that the Sindh Home Department, without mentioning the justification of the ban, informed the court that the ban has been withdrawn. 


The petitioner’s counsel Syed Abdul Waheed said that the government has once again imposed a ban pillion riding on the pretext of law and order situation despite the fact that incidents of violence and target killing had increased while the police and law enforcement agencies failed to provide protection to the masses. 

He submitted that the transport system in the city was also in dilapidated condition and owing to government restriction on pillion riding, people belonging to lower income group had to suffer as they had to pay higher fares in public transport for travel. 


The counsel also submitted that the law and order situation remained worse during the ban on pillion riding, adding, scores of political activists and other citizens were killed during the last couple of months.


The counsel said that the petition was public interest litigation since the fundamental rights of people were being usurped and the transport mafia was being given undue favours owing to the imposition of ban on pillion riding.

Earlier, the Home Department submitted that ban was imposed as there were apprehensions that the law and order situation could be deteriorated by miscreants using motorcycles to commit crimes.


The Home Department claimed that owing to the ban, crimes like mobile phone snatching, robbery and random killings have decreased within few months. It contended that it was the responsibility of the government to provide peace to the people and take preventive measures for their protection. 


The Home Department prayed the court to allow it to extend the ban on pillion riding when deemed necessary, adding that the ban would be lifted as soon as the law and order situation comes under control.


The SHC division bench headed by Acting Justice Mushir Alam directed the provincial law officer to produce details of reports regarding the law and order situation as well as the ratio of crime before and after the imposition of the ban and adjourned the hearing.

(The News-13, 07/11/2009)
Retired Army captain shot dead

Unidentified culprits shot dead a retired captain of the Pakistan Army on Friday night in the jurisdiction of Sharifabad police station. 


According to DSP Raza Hussain Shah, Naseerullah, 42, was a retired captain of the army and he was a resident of Allama Iqbal Town, Lahore. 


At the time of the incident, he was waiting for someone outside his relatives’ house in Block-A, Sharifabad where he attended a dinner when some unidentified culprits pulled up and shot him dead. He received two bullets in his leg and died due to excessive bleeding. 


NOTORIOUS DACOIT ARRESTED: The Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC) on Friday claimed to have arrested a notorious dacoit having head-money of Rs one million.


An AVCC official said that Ali Korai, a notorious dacoit hailing from Ghotki, was wanted by the Sindh police in 24 murders, kidnappings, robberies and other crimes. He was arrested from a bus stop near Saddar in the limits of Brigade police station.

(The News-13, 07/11/2009)
Security firm involved in illegal activities

The Sindh Home Department has revoked the license of a private security firm, Freedom Security Agency, for indulging in illegal activities and violating the Sindh Private Security Agencies (Control and Regulation) Ordinance 2000.


It merits mentioning here that a couple of weeks back, the Sharafi Goth police had arrested 38 persons in militia uniforms, carrying various weapons, on the suspicion of being Talibans when their presence was detected inside an abandoned warehouse.


An official of the Sindh Home Department, Kamran Dost told The News that the IGP Sindh and CCPO Karachi have been directed to seal the offices of the agency and confiscate the weapons in its possession. Dost stated that the agency’s license was revoked after it was learnt that the company had not renewed its license on yearly basis for the last four years and was involved in illegal activities.


The official, however, did not elaborate on the illegal activities of the security agency. He went on to add that several show-cause notices were sent to the company by the Home Department but no response was received.


Dost said that the licenses of all the prohibited-bore weapons issued to the security agency have also been revoked and police has been asked to confiscate them.


To a query, he said that the Home Department had not asked the police to lodge any criminal cases against the company officials or personnel.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 07/11/2009)
Retired army captain gunned down

KARACHI: A retired captain of the Pakistan Army was killed by unidentified people on Friday night in Sharifabad police station limits.


As per details, Naseerullah, 42, was gunned down outside his relatives’ house in Block-A of Sharifabad.


DSP Raza Hussain Shah, after initial investigation, revealed that the victim was visiting Karachi to attend a wedding ceremony and that he originally hailed from Allama Iqbal Town in Lahore.


Shah said that Naseerullah was waiting for someone in front of his relatives’ house when unidentified culprits arrived at the scene and fled after shooting him twice in the leg, adding that the captain died due to excessive bleeding and that his body was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.

The officer said that the motive behind the incident was not ascertained and that it might be possible that he was shot due to resisting a mobile snatching bid. Further investigation was underway, he added.


In another incident, Bilal Aman, 22, was killed when a speeding water tanker hit his motorcycle on Malir Al-Falah Road in Model Colony police station limits. His body was taken to the hospital, while the tanker driver managed to escape.


Separately, Zakir was killed near Port Qasim in Bin Qasim police station limits when a speeding vehicle hit him while he was trying to cross the road.

(DailyTimes-B1, 07/11/2009)

Suspect in navy officer’s murder case arrested

KARACHI, Nov 8: Police on Sunday arrested a man allegedly involved in the killing of a naval officer at an ATM booth in Gulistan-i-Jauhar on Nov 5. 


The suspect was arrested with the help of a citizen who informed the police after recognising him in the footage of the murder shown by some private TV channels. 


The police had passed on the video recorded at the scene through a close circuit camera to some TV channels which aired it on Saturday night and Sunday with an appeal to the viewers to help the police identify the suspect. 


SSP Investigation (East) Niaz Ahmed Khosa told Dawn that at around 10 am on Sunday, an anonymous caller informed the police that he knew where the suspect seen in the footage lived. He named the residential complex and identified the suspect’s apartment. The police raided the apartment and arrested the suspect. 


Later, he was identified as Syed Azhar, son of Sikandar. A pistol was also recovered from the apartment where he lived with his wife. 


During the initial interrogation, the suspect told the police that he had also seen the footage on TV channels and cut his beard into goatee to escape arrest. 


On Nov 5, the suspect entered an ATM booth in Gulistan-i-Jauhar where the victim, the chief petty officer of the Pakistan Navy, was drawing Rs5,000. He held the officer at gunpoint and the officer offered resistance upon which the suspect fired at him. The footage showed the officer falling down in the ATM booth. 


Following the incident, the police had collected a spent bullet casing and a live bullet from the crime-scene. 


Explaining the presence of the live bullet, SSP Khosa said that in a state of panic the suspect might chambered his already-loaded pistol which caused the live bullet to fall. He said that the police would send the pistol for a ballistic test and the empty bullet casing had already been sent for the examination. 


The police will use the video footage as case evidence at the time of filing a charge-sheet against the suspect in court, he added. 


The 23-year-old suspect was recently enlarged on bail. He had been arrested thrice in as many dacoity cases registered at the Darakhshan, Defence and Shahrah-i-Noor Jehan police stations. 

He was last arrested in 2007 within the remit of the Darakhshan police station. He was granted bail by a court of law some six to seven months ago. 


The Sharea Faisal police arrested the suspect in a case (FIR 39/2009) under Section 397 of the Pakistan Penal Code. 
(Dawn-13, 09/11/2009)

Nisar Baloch laid to rest amidst tight security

Social worker and of Trans-Lyari Bachao Tehreek Chairman Nisar Baloch was laid to rest on Sunday afternoon amidst tight security at the Mewa Shah graveyard. Thousands of mourners, including relatives, Baloch nationalist leaders, and residents of the area, attended the funeral.


Nisar Baloch was shot dead on Saturday morning by unidentified gunmen near Love-Lines Bridge in Old Golimar, a day after he addressed a press conference against attempts being made to encroach upon Gutter Baghicha in Trans-Lyari.


Businesses in the old areas of Karachi, including Pak Colony, Old Golimar, remained closed since Sunday morning, and a sense of fear and mourning gripped various Baloch-dominated areas of the city, especially Pak Colony, Old Golimar, and Gutter Baghicha. Heavy contingents of police and Rangers were deployed in the entire area, ostensibly to maintain peace.


The participants of Nisar Baloch’s funeral procession strongly condemned the assassination of the popular social worker and chanted slogans against the leaderships of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM).

Some armed men resorted to aerial firing, but no untoward incidents were reported.


Nisar Baloch’s funeral prayers were offered at 10:00 am, within the premises of the KB Contractor School, Golimar. His funeral was attended by scores of people including his relatives, as well as several prominent Baloch nationalist leaders, such as Hameed Sajna of the Baloch Nationalist Party (BNP), Rasool Bux Aasi of the BNP-Awami, Jawad Baloch of the Baloch Student Organisation (BSO), and Abdul Wahab Baloch of the Baloch Rights Council (BRC).

Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Karachi Amir Mohammad Hussain Mehnti and Mama Younus Baloch, a former adviser to the Sindh chief minister who is associated with the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PML-Q), also attended the funeral.


It merits mentioning here that although the deceased was associated with the PPP, none of the party leaders attended his funeral.


Nadir Kareem Baloch, a close associate of Nisar Baloch, bitterly criticised the city police and the government, and said that the police bowed to “political influence” and refused to register an FIR against the suspects nominated by the family.


“Instead, they lodged an FIR against unidentified culprits, which shows the intent of the government and the police. They have no interest in finding the assassins of our beloved leader,” he said.


On the occasion, Nisar Baloch’s associates and other officer-bearers of the Trans-Lyari Bachao Tehreek selected Nadir Baloch as Nisar Baloch’s successor and vowed to continue the struggle for the protection of their land and rights.


A three-day mourning was also announced, and Baloch nationalist leaders vowed to protest the gruesome murder.


Meanwhile, the police remained clueless about the culprits who gunned down Nisar Baloch in broad daylight in one of the busiest areas of the city, despite a security red-alert and the ban on pillion-riding.

(The News-13, 09/11/2009)
Local businessman freed from gangsters of Lyari

A local businessman, reportedly abducted by gangsters of Lyari, was rescued after the police launched a crackdown against the gangsters in Asfhani Gali in Lyari, but met stiff resistance from the criminals, police said.


Two Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs) were badly damaged in the attack by gangsters, who were armed with automatic weapons, rocket-propelled grenade (RPG)-launchers and hand grenades. The police had then returned unsuccessful.


After the operation, however, the gangsters released the businessman, Fahim Zakaria, after subjecting him to brutal torture.


“We were busy in chalking out a strategy to get the man released without suffering any loss, when he was recovered from the Gabol Park area in an injured condition,” a police official said. The injured man was later shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) for medical treatment.


Meanwhile, a teen-aged girl, also a student of class six, was killed by a stray bullet fired by the participants of a wedding ceremony in Chanesar Goth.


The victim, identified as Hina, was playing with the neighbour’s children outside her house, when she was hit by the stray bullet. She was immediately shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where she succumbed to her injuries while receiving medical treatment.


The police said that no case was registered, nor was anyone arrested, till the time this report was filed.


Separately, a 35-year-old man, who is yet to be identified, was crushed to death by a goods train near the Malir Bridge, in the jurisdiction of the Drigh Road police station. His body was shifted to the JPMC and then moved to the Edhi morgue for identification.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 09/11/2009)
Heightened fear leads to raised walls

Amid mounting incidents of suicide bombing and terrorism, schools and churches are increasing the height of their boundary walls very swiftly. One such building is the protected Trinity Church located in the heart of the city opposite Governor House.


The Trinity Church is the biggest Protestant church in city of 18 million dwellers has the distinction that the Founder of the Nation, Quaid-e-Azam, Mohammad Ali Jinnah visited it after the creation of Pakistan in August 1947, as a gesture that minorities are equal citizens in the country and would be protected by the State. 


Located in the Civil Lines Quarter, Trinity Church is one of the three buildings whose history dates back to 1850s, the other two being the Old Commissioner’s Kutchery (opposite Karachi Gymkhana) and the Station Master’s office (on Sharea Faisal). 


The building is built with the famous buff-coloured Gizri stone, which has mostly weathered well in Karachi’s climate. Even after 150 years of its existence, it has a singularly impressive presence. 


The administration of Trinity Church is not alone to feel threatened. The walls of BVS School, another heritage building in Saddar, near Electronic Market have also been raised. 


Until 1960s bungalows in Karachi had boundary walls which were four feet tall only. People living in the city were neither threatened by passerby nor with terrorism because there was a sense of calm in the city and terrorism had not yet taken root in Pakistan.

In the 1980s when Pakistan opted to fight a proxy war in Afghanistan things started changing. On the one hand, availability of deadly weapons such as Kalashnikovs became easy in the wake of Afghan War, on the other, there was a sudden surge on the ideological front and right-wing political parties and ethnic and religious groups started asserting themselves with full support of the military regime. Fear and uncertainty loomed large and people not only started raising the height of their boundary walls but the minority communities opted to migrate to greener pastures. 


As a result the prosperous section of the Christian and Parsi community decided to migrate to the United States, Canada and Australia for good. Amongst them who faced financial crunch, particularly Christians, left their abodes in Saddar and moved to safer places such as Bleak House Road near Cantt Station etc. 


By late 1980s the “City of Lights” was divided on ethnic lines following clashes between Pushtoons and Urdu-speaking community and people started erecting huge gates and fences in lanes in middle class localities such as Federal ‘B’ Area and Gulshan-e-Iqbal because they felt threatened. 


Slowly and gradually the complexion of the city was undergoing metamorphosis from a vibrant metropolis to a city where fear and uncertainty loomed large and one felt as if one was living in a ghetto.


“The way I look at it is that violence and the fear of violence has been a direct result of our establishment’s involvement in Afghanistan since early 1980s. We saw drugs and guns seeping into our social fabric, especially our educational institutions,” said Fahimuzzaman Khan, ex-administrator Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) and a former student leader.


“Karachi used to be a city with high literacy rate and zero gun culture. We first saw walls going up around religious seminaries of conflicting sects, roof-top pickets and now the same seeping into neighbourhoods and schools across the city,” he reminisced. 

“We have reached to this point in some 30 years. I hope we don’t take 30 years to undo this evil,” he said. 


Michael Javed, an ex-member of Sindh Assembly concurred. “St. Peter’s Church has been torched in Murree the other day. Previously Convent Jesus and Marry (CJM) was fired upon and grenades thrown at International Islamic Church, Islamabad,” he said.


“Church attendance has dropped by at least 30 per cent. Three days ago we had ‘Old Soul Day’ at Christian Cemetery on Sharea Faisal and I was shocked to see a drop of at least 50 per cent attendance there,” he said.


“Most of the missionary schools are on roadsides and their administration fear terrorist attacks. Children of all the missionary schools have been asked to bring four photographs so that they may put their identity cards round their neck,” he said. “Quid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah never wanted Pakistan to be a theocratic state,” he pointed out. 

(By Shahid Husain, The News-20, 09/11/2009)
Police claim naval officer’s murderer arrested


KARACHI: Police claimed to have arrested a young man allegedly involved in the murder of a Pakistan Navy officer, who according to the police, was gunned down in a robbing bid.


The police said that Ghulam Nabi, 42, a chief petty officer of the Pakistan Navy, was shot dead on Thursday when he was withdrawing cash from the ATM of a private bank in Block-19 of Gulistan-e-Jauhar Morr.


The police also said that they had arrested the culprit, Azhar, from a residential apartment in Gulistan-e-Jauhar with the help of the footage of a CCTV camera installed in the ATM cabin, adding that some locals had informed the police after identifying Azhar in the footage aired by some TV channels. The police further said that the pistol used in the crime was also recovered from the possession of Azhar, who was a habitual criminal and was released from prison only three weeks ago.


The police added that Azhar had been previously arrested by the police of Darakhshan, Defence and Shahrah-e-Noor Jahan in various cases of street crime.


Quoting the accused, the police disclosed that he had managed to snatch only Rs 1,000 from the Rs 5,000 that the victim had withdrawn, adding that Azhar had no intention of killing Nabi, but since he had tried to resist, the situation resulted in unexpected firing and caused the death of the officer, who was a father of two daughters and originally hailed from Kotri in interior Sindh.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/11/2009)

Court asks govt to explain legal status of CID

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the provincial law officer to argue the legal status of Crime Investigation Department (CID) and verify whether the department is autonomous or works under the police and the home department.


The court was hearing a petition questioning the registration of a cybercrime case by the CID. Petitioner Naureen Zaheer submitted that her husband, Abdul Zaheer, has been wrongfully detained since September last year by the CID on the directives of authorities from a local bank.


The petitioner’s counsel, Sohail Hameed, submitted that Abdul Zaheer had been working at the bank for the past several years. His employers had conducted an inquiry against him last year, but had been unable to prove allegations regarding financial irregularities which were leveled against him.

He said that the CID authorities raided the petitioner’s house on September 9 last year, and arrested Abdul Zaheer. He has since been unlawfully detained by the CID and is being compelled to transfer his residential property in favour of his employers. Later, a cybercrime case was registered against him by the CID.


The counsel referred to the judgment of the Supreme Court, and contended that the provision of the law does not authorise the CIA or special investigating force personnel to register cases for a cognisable offence; they are only required to submit the charge-sheet before the trial court. Hameed submitted that Section 156 (1) of CrPC authorises an officer in charge of the police station concerned to register cases, adding that the registration of an FIR by the CID is unlawful. He requested the court to declare the act of CID regarding the registration of an FIR as unlawful and quash the criminal proceedings against his client.


Assistant Advocate General Adnan Karim submitted that the CID has the power to register FIRs and investigate cases under the Police Order. The SHC’s division bench, headed by Justice Mushir Alam, adjourned the matter and directed the provincial law officer to argue over the legal status of CID and apprise the court whether the CID had an independent existence or if it worked under the police or the home department.


Charge sheet submitted: The administrative judge (AJ) of the anti-terrorism courts (ATC) in Karachi accepted the charge-sheet against two suspects from the banned Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in a case pertaining to murder, attempt-to-murder and attempt to destroy oil installations, and sent case to the ATC-I for trial.


Akhtar Zaman and Saimullah were arrested from Sohrab goth, and booked for planning to destroy oil installations in Keamari.


The police said that the suspects had disclosed during the investigation that on the directives of TTP leaders in Waziristan, they planned to destroy oil installations in Keamari on September 14, but failed to do so. The police further said that the suspects, along with other absconding co-accused Yameen Shah, Syed Noor and Naseebullah, shot at security guards present at the terminal; one guard was killed and another was injured. The suspects had managed to flee soon after the arrival of the police. They were arrested later from Sohrab Goth.


The investigation officer submitted the charge-sheet, and said that the police had sufficient evidence to prove the case against the suspects. AJ Justice Maqbool Baqar accepted the charge-sheet and sent the case to the ATC-I for trial.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-13, 11/11/2009)
Police arrest car lifter, recover four vehicles

The North Nazimabad police have arrested a notorious car-lifter from Khilafat Chowk, Paposh Nagar area and recovered four stolen cars from his possession. 


SP North Nazimabad, Nasir Qureshi while addressing a press conference said that on the tip-off, Incharge Paposh check post Mohsin Ali, along with a special team cordoned off the area and intercepted a suspect car (FX-3374), and arrested the accused allegedly involved in 14 car-lifting cases in different areas of the city. 


He said that four stolen cars, CL-7949, AAQ-7949, CB-4826 and K-4420, were recovered from the possession of the arrested accused. The SP said that the arrested accused was a hardened criminal and had visited the jail several times.


The SP further said that the accused, Muhammad Akbar, used to steal cars and sell their accessories and CNG kits in markets. He said that the accused belonged to a big car-lifter gang and added that many CNG dealers in Karachi were also involved in the murky business.

He said that millions of rupees were involved in selling of stolen CNG kits and many innocent people unknowingly buy stolen CNG kits. The officer appealed to the people that when buying the CNG kits they should check their number, in order to avoid any trouble in future.


Meanwhile, the North Nazimabad police have registered the case and started further investigation.

(The News-14, 11/11/2009)
Two men shot dead in separate incidents

KARACHI, Nov 11: Two young men were gunned down in separate incidents in the Korangi and Sohrab Goth areas on Wednesday. 


A young man was shot dead in Korangi in the small hours of Wednesday, police said. 


They said 30-year-old Zeeshan was targeted outside his home in Zia Colony, Sector 32 of Korangi. 


“Witnesses told us that two armed men riding a motorbike pulled up near Zeeshan alias Shani while he was standing with his friends,” said an official at the Korangi police station. “One of the riders, armed with a TT pistol, got off the motorbike and fired multiple shots at the victim. Two bullets hit him and he died on the spot.”


The area police said the victim was associated with the police Razakar Force and also worked in different industrial units to eke out a living.


“The motive of the killing remains unclear as the family denies he had any political links,” said the official at the Korangi police station. 

“But it appears that it was targeted killing, probably motivated by a personal enmity. Further investigations may lead to some clues.”


The police, meanwhile, registered an FIR (321/2009) under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s wife, Kiran, who had married Zeeshan a few months ago.


Almost a similar incident occurred in the Sohrab Goth area, where hitmen shot dead a young man, police said. 


They said the 33-year-old victim, identified as Muhammad Saleem, was intercepted by two gunmen riding a motorcycle near Bara Market in the Sohrab Goth area.


“Sensing the intention of the armed men, he ran to escape,” said an official at Sohrab Goth police station. “But he was on foot and was overtaken by the two motorcyclists, who fired three shots at him.”


The police, who shifted the body to the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities, however remained clueless to assess the motive behind the killing.

(Dawn-13, 12/11/2009)

Gang of six criminals busted

The North Nazimabad police on Wednesday arrested six alleged criminals who confessed to have committed several crimes besides killings 12 persons during robberies.


Addressing a news conference at his office, SP North Nazimabad, Nasir Qureshi said that a special team of the Shahra-e-Noor Jahan police raided a hideout of criminals and arrested an accused, Raghib Ali, who during the interrogation, confessed to have committed several crimes along with his five other accomplices. On his disclosure, the police conducted more raids and arrested his five accomplices including Ali Raza, Syed Kamal Ali, Samiullah, Rehman Ahmed and Siknadar Ali. During the news conference, all the six accused were produced before the media. One of the arrested culprits, who identified himself as Syed Kamal, said that he used to work as a crime reporter for a local newspaper before he entered into the field of crime. 


The police said to have recovered a Kalashnikov, two 9 mm pistols, four rounds, four 30 bore pistols, seven rounds, 30 snatched mobile phones, one motorcycle and a one Toyota corolla car from their possession.


The SP said that all the accused were involved in heinous street crimes and killing of people including women and children during the robberies. 


SP Qureshi said that the accused had also killed two of their accomplices including one, Amin, in the limits of Shahra-e-Faisal police station, and the other, Mirza Ehsan Baig, in the limits of New Town police station over monetary disputes.


The accused also committed several street crimes in Lahore and they used to live in a government guest house, the police official said. “They used to hire cars from ‘Babu Rent-A-Car’ at Liaqatabad to commit crimes in Karachi,” he added.


The ring leader, Raghib Ali, who contacted all the five accused in the Central Jail Karachi, constituted the gang, SP Qureshi said adding that a girl, whose identity could not be revealed, was also an active member of the gang.

(The News-14, 12/11/2009)
Shahi Syed condemns killing of Nisar Baloch

The brutal target killing of Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek Convener and Karachi NGOs Alliance Chairman Nisar Baloch has proved that the land mafia are deliberately destroying the peace of the city to encroach upon land, Awami National Party (ANP) Sindh President Shahi Syed said on Wednesday.


Syed criticised the government’s silence over the matter and demanded immediate action against the Baloch’s murderers. He alleged that the land mafia was involved in encroaching upon valuable land in Orangi Town, Baldia Town, Zarina and Bilal Colony, Gulistan-e-Jauher, Gulshan-e-Maymar, Surjani Town, Korangi, North Nazimabad and North Karachi.


He demanded that the government name Gutter Baghicha after Nisar Baloch. Syed also expressed concern over the sale of precious land at cheap rates, and asked the chief justice of Pakistan to take suo-moto action against land-grabbing.

(The News-19, 12/11/2009)
Five-year-old boy shot dead by bandits in Surjani

KARACHI, Nov 12: A five-year-old boy was shot dead by bandits in the Surjani Town area on Thursday when he was riding pillion with his father on a motorbike, police and witnesses said. 


They said the incident, which cost little Murtaza his life, left his father Munawwar Khan Mengal in shock on seeing his son dead. The bandits, however, snatched Rs3,500 and a cellphone from the father and escaped. 


“As we reached the end of Surjani Town after travelling on the Northern Bypass and turned my bike on a dirt track, gunmen emerged from the bushes and pulled out their pistols,” Mr Mengal told Dawn in an almost inaudible voice while sobbing uncontrollably. 

“I didn’t want to resist. Neither did I wish to escape, but God knows what prompted them to open fire on us before I brought the bike to a halt. They fired multiple shots and I fell down. I just heard my son screaming but didn’t know that he was hit by a bullet in the chest.” 


Two of the men came close to Mr Mengal, demanded his wallet containing Rs3,500, a mobile phone and walked away, leaving him in shock. He later realised that his son was seriously wounded. 


“A few minutes later a taxi driver, who saw us, came over and put me and my wounded son in the vehicle. But when I regained my consciousness, I realised to my horror that my son was dead. I asked the driver to drop us at a police station rather than a hospital.” 


The officials at the Surjani Town police station, meanwhile, claimed to have conducted search operations in the area and cordoned off the adjoining roads, but the police party returned empty handed. 


“We have registered a case and we don’t think it would take us more than a week to track down the culprits,” said Inspector Javed Abbas, the SHO of the Surjani Town police station. “All the four armed persons, as told by the deceased’s father, were in their early 20s and we think they would not be out of our reach.” 


The fourth among three brothers and as many sisters, Murtaza was enrolled in an area Madressah. Mr Mengal said they were residents of Umar Mengal Goth in the Manghopir area and were going to see his in-laws in Gadap City when met with the tragedy. 


After medico-legal formalities at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, the police registered a case (FIR 410/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against unknown killers on Mr Mengal’s complaint. 


Man shot dead 

A 33-year-old man was gunned down near Quaidabad on Thursday, the area police said. 


They said the victim, identified as Muhammad Rafiq, a driver in a private firm, was driving his official vehicle when targeted near the Murghi Khana bus stop. 


“He was driving the company’s jeep when the gunmen riding in a car intercepted him and forced him to stop the vehicle,” said an official at the Shah Latif police station. “The number of the attackers is unknown as some witnesses said two persons were involved in the shooting while there are reports that there were more than two attackers as a few of them kept sitting in the car.” 


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and came to know that the victim hailed from Mianwali and lived in Gulshan-i-Hadeed in a rented house. The police said they were waiting for the members of the deceased’s family, who were due to arrive here from different parts of the country, before registering an FIR. 
(Dawn-13, 13/11/2009)

Police claim arrest of seven TTP members including ‘Swat Amir’

The City Police chief Waseem Ahmed on Wednesday claimed to have arrested the Amir of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Swat, along with six other operatives in Karachi and recovered a huge cache of arms and ammunition including Indian-made explosives.


Addressing a crowded press conference at the committee room of the Central Police Office (CPO), the CCPO, Karachi, claimed that the arrested accused Saeed Anwar, alias Maulvi Sahab, was the Amir of the TTP, Swat, and was affiliated with Hakimullah Mehsud Group.


The Karachi police chief said that the militants were arrested by a police party from Gulistan-e-Jauhar and included Saeed Anwar, alias Maulvi Sahab, a suicide bomber Hamid Ali, alias Hameesh, alias Batto, Hazrat Umer, alias Amir Sahab, Khan Wali, Khan Alam, Saif-ur-Rehman and Karamat Ali. 


Ahmed claimed that that terrorists had planned to carry out terrorist attacks and had targeted sensitive installations in the city while they also confessed to attacking the Kemari oil terminal.Two of their accomplices, including TTP, Karachi, Amir, Akhtar Zaman and Saminullah were already in police custody after being arrested by the police a few weeks ago.


The city police chief revealed that the terrorists were planning to target the police head office while higher ranking police officials were also on their hit list. They also confessed to making plans to carry out terrorist attacks at public places, against politicians, and political organisations’ head offices in the city.


The ammunitions recovered included two fully-prepared suicide vests, each containing 28-s US-made explosive C-4.


The DIG, East, Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, and the SP, Investigation, East Zone, Aslam Khan who were also present at the news conference said that these arrests were made on a tip-off from the Gulistan-e-Jauhar area. 


A police party headed by SP Aslam Khan arrested the culprits after a brief encounter from Qalandarabad Goth in Block-10, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, they informed.


During the course of investigation, the arrested accused revealed that they had carried out several attacks against military and Frontier Constabulary personnel and police in Dera Ismail Khan and Waziristan.


These militants further revealed that they also destroyed a number of schools.

In Karachi, they were preparing to carry out four suicide attacks and a truck bomb attack using hundreds of kilogrammes of explosives that could have claimed lives of scores of innocent people, the police officials informed.


Giving details of arms and ammunition recovered from the arrested accused, the police chief said that three RPG rocket launchers and three rockets, four prepared suicide jackets, 300 kg Indian-made RDX, six waist Bounderils containing three Argeous grenades, two Matebar grenades with self-contained detonator and safety pin, 1 smoke bomb M46, seven hand grenades, 19 blocks of TNT high explosives, four suicide jackets, pull switches, one tracer, 100 pieces of mechanical detonators MK-27, one bottle of mercury, 103 detonators with two wires, MK-33 electronic, 17 switches No. 04 for suicide jackets’ use, five roll detonating cords and several other items were seized by the police from the arrested militants.

It is worth mentioning here that Maulana Fazlullah, the son-in-law of Sufi Muhammad, is widely believed to be the TTP-Swat Amir but Karachi police today came up with a new name, Saeed Anwar, as the Amir of Swat Taliban.


The TTP is a conglomerate of different militant groups in various tribal and settled areas of Pakistan that was founded by slain Baitullah Mehsud, who was recently killed in a US drone attack. He was reportedly succeeded by one of his lieutenants, Hakimullah Mehsud. There exists no other group of the TTP as all the Pakistani Taliban leaders, functioning in different areas of FATA and settled areas of the NWFP, consider the TTP as their sole organisation and Hakimullah Mehsud as their Amir.

(The News-13, 13/11/2009)
1,498 people killed in last 10 mths


KARACHI: Statistics based on newspaper clippings, which were compiled by the Sindh chapter of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), reveal that 1,498 people were killed during the last 10 months in the city under different circumstances. Murders of activists of different political parties topped the list. The data issued on Thursday failed to mention the names, languages and number of newspapers used by the HRCP to collect its figures, or the details of the incidents.


The statistics showed that from January to October this year, the number of murders of political activists was 188, 59 of which were killed in June alone. Murders due to personal enmities were second on the list with a total of 175, while killing of 119 children were third on the list. However, no reasons were specified for the deaths of those children.


The statistics also revealed that 51 people, including two women, were killed in ethnic violence; nine, including five women, in karo-kari incidents; 40 including 27 women were burnt to death; 28 fell victim to stray bullets; 10 were killed in jail; 68 died after consuming toxic liquor; 10 were killed by the police, while 68 in police encounters; 74 in target killing incidents; and lives of 32 people including 2 children were claimed by the Lyari gang war in the last 10 months.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 13/11/2009)

Lyari children demand protection of rights

The government and legislators concerned must pay attention and work to safeguard and endorse the rights of children. These views were expressed by the children of Lyari in a consultative programme organised by the child parliamentarians of the Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC).


The event was held at the Government Boys Saleh Mohammad School, Lyari. The children said that the increase in child labour, declining standard of education, corporal punishment and children abuse, have made the situation pathetic for them. They demanded that the government take notice and protect children’s rights.
Sindh Human Rights Minister Nadia Gabol said that although Pakistan had ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990, the rights of the country’s children continue to be violated. She said that it was the task of the country’s parliamentarians and the elected government to formulate policies and ensure that they are implemented. She added that legislators have done very little regarding child rights.


Advisor to Sindh Chief Minister Sharmila Farooqi said that the president’s Rs500 million development package for Lyari will improve education, health, and water supply facilities in the neighbourhood. She said that parks, playgrounds and other recreational sites will be established in Lyari besides providing adequate health facilities to the people of this area.


She said that the Benazir Bhutto Medical University and a hospital will also be established in Lyari, and mega uplift projects will be initiated to redress the grievances of the people.


Sparc Provincial Programme Manager Nazra Jehan stressed the need for better education for Lyari’s children. She said that the children of Lyari had been deprived of their basic rights as they are being compelled to work. She called for urgent steps to provide a better future for Lyari children and all necessary facilities in the schools of this area. Jehan said that Sparc was striving for the achievement of the rights of children in schools.

A resolution was also adopted by Sparc seeking extracurricular activities, provision of all required furniture, equipment and computers in all schools of the area. The resolution also called for establishing more parks in the area.

(The News-20, 14/11/2009)
Police arrest 4 ST men for kidnapping for ransom

KARACHI: The Sindh police claimed to have arrested a sector incharge of Sunni Tehreek (ST) along with three of his associates allegedly involved in a case of kidnapping for ransom. 


Capital Police Liaisons Committee (CPLC) officials while taking the credit said, they assisted Anti Violent Crime Unit (AVCU) for the arrests of the culprits behind the kidnapping of Farhan Chaman office assistant of a local businessman Nasir Mehmood, who runs a soap factory in Korangi area and was kidnapped on October 29. The police made arrests from Sher Shah Bridge when the culprits came to get the second instalment of the decided ransom amount. 


According to details, officials said that Nasir had received a phone call from someone who wanted to meet him for business purpose so he sent Farhan in his Alto car at Chamra Chowrangi. Farhan was kidnapped from there along with the car, which was later recovered. Nasir came to know about the kidnapping when he received a ransom call with the demand of Rs 2 million for Farhan’s release, which was later fixed at Rs 500,000 after negotiations. 


The family had already paid half of the decided ransom amount (Rs 250,000) and when the culprits came to the bridge to get the second half of the instalment, they were arrested. 


The kidnappers released Farhan after they had received the first instalment and it was the second amount of the total decided for recovering the Alto car, which lured the culprits into the police’s trap.


Officials also claimed to have recovered three repeaters, two pistols from the possession of the accused Abdul Ghaffar, an ST Baldia Town sector incharge and three other ST workers named Ejaz alias Vicky, Rana Khalid and Amir. Officials further said that the key suspect, Ghaffar, revealed that he was the security guard of Saleem Qadri, a slain ST leader and was currently working as a ST sector incharge while he was also involved in various cases of crime. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 14/11/2009)

‘Ethnic party’ blamed for Nisar Baloch murder

KARACHI, Nov 14: Representatives of different nationalist and leftist parties on Saturday described the murder of Nisar Baloch, an activist of Trans-Lyari area, as a “planned assassination”, alleging that an ethnic party, which is also a coalition partner of the ruling Pakistan People’s Party in Sindh, was behind the targeted killing. 


They believed that the slain activist had been killed because he was actively campaigning against the land mafia, which they said was grabbing the precious land of the Gutter Baghicha in SITE town. 


The Sindh Joint Action Committee (SJAC) organised a rally to protest against the killing of Nisar Baloch, who was gunned down by unidentified assailants a couple of days ago. 


The SJAC consisting of nationalist and liberal parties including the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STP), National Workers Party (NWP), Awami Tehrik (AT), Pakistan Liberal Party, PPP (Shaheed Bhutto group) and Trans-Lyari Bachao Tehrik, and local NGOs. 


The participants of the rally, who came in buses from different parts of the city, converged outside the Karachi Press Club. A large number of womenfolk were visible in the rally besides trade union, political and NGO activists. 


Carrying banners and placards, they raised slogans against the government and its coalition partner. 


The speakers told the rally that in his struggle to protect the land of the Gutter Baghicha from encroachers, the Baloch activist had faced jail terms on several occasions; numerous fake cases were registered against him at various police stations, but he never succumbed to the pressure of a particular ethnic group, which they said was eying the precious land for the rehabilitation of their own people. 


They also condemned the policy of the Sindh government for supporting the ethnic party, but they declared that all Sindhis were united to protect every inch of their land from illegal occupation. 


The speakers urged the chief justice of Pakistan to take suo motu notice on the murder of Nisar Baloch and issue orders for demolition of illegal structures on Gutter Baghicha land. 


The speakers also pledged to uphold the mission of the assassinated activist, saying that the struggle for the protection of the land would continue. 


The rally was addressed by Usman Baloch, STP leader Gulzar Soomro, NWP leader Yusuf Mustikhan, Trans-Lyari Tehrik leader Nadir Baloch, Nasir Karim Baloch and others. 


Mr Usman Baloch appealed to the people to join a rally being organised by the AT on Nov 22 which will start from Guggar Phattak and terminate at the Karachi Press Club to express solidarity with the family of deceased Nisar Baloch and condemn his murder. 


Mr Soomro also announced that a black day would be observed across Sindh on Nov 25 to protest against the murder of Nisar Baloch. 
(Dawn-15, 15/11/2009)

Youth killed in brawl over Nisthar Park cricket pitch

KARACHI, Nov 15: A young man who was playing cricket along with other friends in Nishtar Park on Sunday was killed in a brawl with members of another cricket team who wanted the pitch vacated for them, police said on Sunday. 


They said that 26-year-old Mohammad Asif, son of Mohammad Ayub, and his team were playing a match when Ashok Kumar arrived at the park with his team and asked for vacating the pitch. 

Asif did not agree and the two youths exchanged hot words. Ashok allegedly took out his pistol and fired at Asif leaving him seriously wounded.  He was first rushed to a nearby blood bank and then to the Civil Hospital Karachi, where doctors declared him dead on arrival. 


The victim, a resident of Liaquatabad, suffered a single bullet wound on the chest which proved fatal. 


Soon after the shooting, Ashok tried to flee the scene along with his friend Vinod Kumar but the people witnessing the brawl caught and roughed them up before handing them over to the police. 


SHO of the Soldier Bazaar police station Irfan Cobra said that the pistol used in the crime could not be found in possession of the suspect. 


The police believed that the suspects might have passed it on to their playmates. 


A case (FIR 342/2009) was registered against Ashok Kumar and Vinod Kumar under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s cousin, Taufiq Mohammad. 
(Dawn-13, 16/11/2009)

Robbers kill bus conductor

KARACHI, Nov 15: Unidentified robbers killed the conductor of a passenger coach in the Saeedabad area on Sunday. 


Police said that two armed men boarded the coach, took its passengers at gunpoint and started looting them. 


Some of the passengers offered resistance and grappled with the robbers, they said. 

However, the pistol held by one of the suspects went off and a bullet hit the bus conductor, Khair Mohammad, who died on the spot. The robbers managed to escape. 


The 23-year-old victim suffered a single bullet wound close to the chest. He was a resident of Baldia Town. 

A case was registered against unknown criminals at the Saeedabad police station. 
(Dawn-13, 16/11/2009)

No progress in murder case of rights activist

Widow of Nisar Baloch appeals to SC Chief Justice

Though over a week has passed since the targeted killing of local activist Nisar Baloch, who was shot dead in broad daylight on November 7, no progress been made by the law-enforcement agencies. This has prompted the widow of Baloch to write a letter to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pakistan (CJP) Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry urging him to take Suo Moto notice of the case (see box).


Protests by fellow activists of Balcoh, his supporters as well as the association that he represented — the Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek — have been continuing in the city demanding that action be taken, but to no avail. The Baloch National Alliance held another such protest outside the Karachi Press Club on Sunday.


They allege that Baloch was gunned down due to his stand against the land mafia that was looking to usurp the site of Gutter Baghicha, located in SITE Town, Karachi. They also allege that those who planned his murder are being patronized by those in power, which is why no action has been taken to apprehend suspects involved in the murder or investigate the matter in a meaningful way.


When The News contacted the investigating officer in the case, Sub-Inspector Sarfaraz Aliyana, he confirmed that things stood as they were on November 7, when Baloch was murdered and no evidence or leads had come to light over the past week. The suspects have still been categorised as “unidentified”, he said, adding that the police was working diligently on the case. He said that no murder goes unpunished, and God would help them find a way to bring the murderers to the book. Upon inquiry, he said that no additions had been made in the initial FIRs.


There are also questions being raised regarding why such a potentially high-profile case has been handed to a Sub-Inspector ranked policeman.


Meanwhile, The News has learnt that a meeting was held on August 26 at the office of the special secretary of the Sindh home department, to review the increasing encroachments in Gutter Baghicha, and the ensuing trouble that was brewing due violent coercion by those who had grabbed the land.


The meeting was attended by the Special Secretary Home Kamran Dost, SITE Town Nazim Izhar Ahmed Khan, SITE Town Naib Nazim Saeed Badshah, DIG West Abdul Majeed Dasti, EDO Revenue (CDGK) Sajjad Hussain Abbasi, Colonel Sohail Malik of the Rangers, members of the Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek, and residents of the Trans-Lyari area.


“Nazim, SITE Town... openly threatened members of the Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek and other activists at the office of the Special Home Secretary, in the presence of senior officials of the Police, Rangers and City Government,” Nisar Baloch’s widow Madiha Baloch has alleged in her letter to the CJP.


This threat was confirmed by the at least two other participants of the meeting, who said that the Nazim openly threatened them by saying, “Hum Tum Koh Dekh Lein Gay (we will see to you)”.


The News attempted to contact the SITE Town Nazim, but his phone was continuously switched off. The News then contacted SITE Town Naib Nazim Saeed Badshah, who confirmed that the said meeting had taken place, but denied that any threat was hurled by the Nazim. He maintained that the Nazim was a soft-spoken person, and it was not in his nature to lose his cool as is being alleged. He also said that the environment of the meeting was cordial and no bad blood was witnessed.




10th November 2009


Mr Justice Muhammad Iftikhar Chaudhry

Hon’ble Chief Justice of Pakistan

Supreme Court, 

Islamabad


Your kind Honour,


Sub: Appeal for justice in the matter of Gutter Baghicha, Manghopir Road, Karachi 


a) Punish the killers of my social-activist husband, Nisar Baloch 


b) Save Gutter Baghicha Park from land-grabbers and criminals


My 45-year old husband, Nisar Baloch, resident of Old Golimar in Karachi, worked most of his life for the poor people of our area, and laboured especially hard over the past sixteen years to preserve the remaining 480 acres of Gutter Baghicha Trans-Lyari Park. 


Powerful political parties, corrupt officials and vested interests want to grab this amenity land, and, during the past six months, have occupied a part of the park and are building houses on it. My husband held a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on 6th November, 2009 to expose by name the criminals involved and to ask for your intervention in the matter (see attached clippings of Awam and Jang dated 7-11-2009). 


He was brutally shot dead the next morning at about 9.30 a.m. near our house while driving his motorcycle, leaving me a widow with a 2-year old daughter. The details of the murder in cold blood are given in the attached newspaper clippings of 8-11-2009.


In August 2009, the local Nazim, SITE Town, who is patronizing the criminals, openly threatened members of the Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek and other activists at the office of the Special Home Secretary, in the presence of senior officials of the Police, Rangers and City Government (see attached letter). Everyone in Karachi seems to be too scared to take any action against this ruthless gang of land-encroachers who are occupying parks all over the city.


This brutal act has ruined our life; I and my daughter request your kind honour to take lawful action against those responsible, order for impartial investigation of my husband’s murder, and help preserve his dream of a developed Gutter Bagicha Park accessible to all for recreation.




Thanking you, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

Madiha Baloch 

widow of Nisar Baloch

(By Gibran Peshimam, The News-13, 16/11/2009)
Teenager killed over cricket match dispute

A teenager, who was also the sole bread earner for his family, was shot dead by another teenager over a petty matter of playing cricket on the same pitch at Nishtar Park on Sunday afternoon. The unfortunate incident occurred in the limits of Solider Bazaar police station.


According to police and eyewitnesses, 19-year-old Asif was playing cricket with an area team at Nishter Park. Asif’s team had come from Liaquatabad.


At about 1:30pm, a cricket team from Hindu Bunghipara near Soldier Bazaar also came there and attempted to play their match on the same pitch where Asif’s team was already playing.


This situation prompted Asif to argue with Ashok of Hindu Bunghipara team; the former said that their match was going to be over soon, and Ashok’s team should wait. However, a heated argument developed between the two and in the meantime Ashok’s friend Vinod incited him to open fire on Asif.


According to SHO Irfan, Ashok took out a TT pistol and shot at at Asif. 


One bullet pierced Asif’s chest, while the other bullet hit Ashok’s leg.


Both of them were taken to Civil Hospital where Asif succumbed to his injuries, while doctors removed the bullet from Ashok’s leg. Later Asif’s body was handed over to his family.


The police lodged FIR under Section 302/34 against Ashok and Vinod on the complaint of Asif’s maternal uncle Taufeeq. The police arrested Ashok, while the search for Vinod was going on.

The deceased was a resident of House No.A-1, C-1 Area, Mohammadi Colony, Liaquatabad Town. He was the only brother of four younger sisters and an aged widowed mother. Upon coming to know about the incident, Asif’s mother fell unconscious.


The incident caused fear in Nishtar Park where a number of teams were playing cricket, while tension gripped the Soldier Bazar vicinity.


Body recovered: The body of a young man bearing torture marks was found from the limits of the Docks police station on Sunday. The area people informed the police about a body lying in the bushes near Gulbai railway intersection.


The police rushed to the spot and recovered the body. The deceased was in his 20s and was murdered a few days ago, the duty police officer said.


The body was shifted to the morgue after the autopsy which took place at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK), he added. However, the police had registered the first information report (FIR) against unknown people till filing of this report.


In another incident, an unidentified man was stabbed to death within the limits of Iqbal Market police station.


As per information received, the police found the body lying near Masjid Siddiqu-e-Akber, Sector 11, Orangi Town. Later, the body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for autopsy while no FIR was registered till filing of this report.

(By Zeeshan Azmat, The News-13, 16/11/2009)
Gun violence reaching alarming proportions in city
Youth killed over cricket pitch dispute


KARACHI: Gun violence has become so deeply rooted in Karachi’s culture that even the pettiest of issues can result in a ‘Wild West’ style shooting and precious lives are lost.


An example of this is the killing of a teenage boy by another youth on Sunday afternoon following a dispute over a cricket pitch between two groups at Nishter Park, which is located in Soldier Bazaar No 2, in the jurisdiction of Soldier Bazaar police station of Jamshed Town.


The incident occurred at 1:30pm when a cricket team of the Soldier Bazaar area named ‘Hindu Bhangipara’, captained by the accused, insisted that it would play a match on the same pitch, which a team from Liaquatabad Town, of which the victim was a part of, was already using for a match with another team.


Soldier Bazaar Station House Officer Irfan Kobra told Daily Times that there was an exchange of hot words from both sides and suddenly Ashok Manhoj of the Hindu Bhangipara team took out a TT pistol and opened fire on a player of the other team Mohammad Asif, 19, son of Ayub. He fired two shots, hitting Asif on the chest and mistakenly shot himself in the leg as well.


Both Asif and Manhoj were brought to the Civil Hospital Karachi. Asif succumbed to his injuries and his body was later handed over to his family. The deceased was a resident of Mohammadi Colony in Liaquatabad Town. The SHO said that Manhoj was aided by his teammate Vinod in the shooting incident.

He further said minor quarrels between youths over playgrounds are quite common on Sundays, however, such an incident has happened for the first time at this particular ground.


The police arrested Manhoj and Vinod and registered an FIR on the complaint of the deceased’s maternal uncle Taufeeq. 


The victim was the sole breadwinner for his mother and four younger sisters and worked as a petrol pump operator. Fear and uncertainty gripped the area following the incident.


Body found: The body of a young man was found in the limits of Docks police station. Police said they found the body in the bushes near Gulbai intersection. 


The police rushed to the spot and shifted the body to the Edhi morgue after an autopsy at the Civil Hospital, Karachi. The man was around 23 years old and was killed some five days back. Several torture marks were found on the body, police officials said.


Stabbed: An unidentified man was stabbed to death within the remit of Iqbal Market police station. Police officials said the body was found near Siddiq-e-Akbar mosque located in Sector 11/1, Orangi Town. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for an autopsy. The FIR of the case was yet to be registered till the filing of this report.


Target killing: A man was killed while another wounded in an incident of target killing late on Sunday night at Gharib Nawaz Hotel, Nazimabad No 2, in Rizvia police station limits. Two men on a motorcycle shot Shan-e-Gul, 29, and Mehmood Khan, 30, and fled the scene. Shan-e-Gul succumbed to his injuries at the hospital, while Khan still fought for his life. DSP Faisal Noor claimed the victims and the culprits were Pakhtoons. “The culprits targeted them over personal enmity,” said the officer.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 16/11/2009)

Woman among three shot dead

KARACHI, Nov 16: The body of a woman was found in Korangi on Monday. 

Police said 45-year-old Amina, wife of Mohammad Iqbal, was shot dead three days ago. 


On Monday, neighbours informed police of stench coming out of the house No. L-219, Korangi-4. When police entered the house they found the body with a single bullet pumped into her head. 


An Edhi ambulance shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for postmortem examination. 


The SHO of Awami Colony police station, Zawar, said that victim’s husband was a drug peddler and addict. He died a few years ago. Amina was also suspected to be involved in drug peddling business. 


The victim’s married daughter, Seema, lodged an FIR 559/2009 under section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Awami Colony police station. 


The complainant nominated a person by the name of Baba Balashi in the FIR, said the SHO.


In another incident, a young man was killed by unidentified attackers in Malir city area. 


Police said the body of Rafaqat alias Kalay Khan was found in Bagh-i-Yousuf in the limits of the Malir City police station. 


The victim was shot in the face from a close range, area SHO Hasan Haider said, adding that Rafaqat was missing since Sunday night. 


He suspected that Rafaqat was shot somewhere else and his body might have been dumped in Bagh-i-Yousuf. The victim was a resident of Chattai compound Malir. 


According to the SHO, the victim had a criminal record and three cases were registered against him. 


Gunned down 

Unidentified gunmen killed a taxi driver in Sharifabad. 


Police said Khizar Abbas was driving his taxi (JM-8774) when gunmen opened fire on him. He suffered three bullet wounds and died on the spot. 


Supervisory Police Officer of Liaquatabad, Raza Shah, said that the killing could be the result of personal enmity. 
(Dawn-13, 17/11/2009)

Khohri Garden stampede case

Philanthropist may be asked to pay Rs1.1 m per victim

The philanthropist in the Khohri Garden stampede case, will be made to pay Rs1.1 million to the heirs of each deceased as compensatory money, according to the charge-sheet presented in the court. 


Investigation Officer, Inspector Iqbal Niazi submitted the charge-sheet in the court of Judicial Magistrate, South, stating that the Khohri Garden incident, that left 19 women and children dead and many more injured, took place owing to the negligence of philanthropist, Chaudhry Mohammad Iftikhar. 


After the incident, the government constituted an inquiry tribunal headed by the District and Sessions Judge, South, Faheem Ahmed Siddiqui. The tribunal presented its findings to the Chief Secretary, Sindh after examining several people including the SHO, Nazim Saddar Town and medico-legal officers.


The tribunal held the philanthropist responsible for negligence and ordered him to pay the Diyat amount to the legal heirs of the deceased. It also held both the local and provincial governments responsible, as it was their prime duty to take care of the citizens. 


In this connection, a high-level meeting was called by SSP Investigation, Farhat Junejo, which was attended by senior police officials and legal experts. After thoroughly examining the tribunal’s report, they recommended to the authorities concerned to submit the charge-sheet against the philanthropist to pay the Diyat amount to the heirs of the deceased.


Chaudhry Mohammad Iftikhar was charged under Section 323 (Diyat amount) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC). The Diyat amount fixed for each deceased totals to Rs 1.1 million or equivalent to 30,630 grams of silver. The Ministry of Law calculates and fixes the Diyat amount in the month of July each year. 


After studying the tribunal’s report, the provincial chief secretary referred it to the Inspector General Police, Sindh, Baber Khattak, who referred it to the DIG for further action. Later, SSP Investigation was appointed to hold a meeting of senior officials and suggestions were submitted to the law department for further progress in the matter. 


During the meeting, some senior legal experts and police officials showed reservations and submitted that it was not a case of Section 319 (Qatle Khata) of PPC, as the person in question was distributing edible items to the poor people in the month of Ramazan in good faith.


Chaudhry Mohammed Iftikhar had been distributing food items among the poor people in Ramazan for the last 25 years, besides helping them through other means. However, during the distribution of ration on September 14, 2009, a stampede occurred at the congested Khohri Garden area in which 19 women and children died and many more were injured.


FIR No. 1057/09 was registered under sections 319 (Qatle Khata) and 337-H of PPC against Chaudhry Mohammad Iftikhar by the Kharadar police station.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 17/11/2009)
Rumblings of Nisar Baloch’s murder echo in session

Members of the opposition in the City Council rallied on Monday around the issue of the assassination of social activist Nisar Baloch, claiming that the “land mafia,” backed by the city government, was involved in killing him. Baloch was murdered in broad daylight on November 7.


Monday’s session merely lasted for about 20 minutes or so, but was disrupted after the treasury and opposition could not agree over which matter was of greater importance: the assassination of Nisar Baloch, or a notification issued by the Sindh government which ordered doing away with the post of union council secretary altogether.


City Council Convenor (and City Naib-Nazim) Nasreen Jalil had promised Jumman Darwan, acting leader of the opposition, and a member of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)-backed Awam Dost panel, that he would be allowed to speak on the matter of Baloch’s murder. She forbade any debate on the matter, however, simply allowing certain members to express their viewpoints. Treasury member Abdul Jalil then raised the issue of the Sindh government’s notification on the following point of order, after which the opposition started protesting fervently. Ultimately, the convenor adjourned the session till noon on Tuesday.


Opposition members then held a press conference in their chamber, with leaders of all three opposition parties - Rafiq Ahmed (Al-Khidmat), Jumman Darwan (Awam Dost), and Dr Zia-ud-Din (Khidmatgar) – slamming the city government over its alleged involvement in land encroachment, abetting the land mafia, and in the assassination of Nisar Baloch. 


Rafiq Ahmed said that Baloch was very active against the land mafia, and was working towards the protection of the Gutter Bagheecha from the land mafia. He said that a day before his assassination, Baloch had conducted a press conference where he had urged the city and the provincial governments to get the large tract of land vacated from the land mafia. He said that unfortunately, neither the city nor the provincial government could ensure the protection of lives and property. 


Darwan said that the issue of Baloch’s assassination was larger than any agenda, because Nisar Baloch was single-handedly responsible for standing up to the land mafia. He said that Sindhis had built and protected Gutter Bagheecha even before the creation of Pakistan. 


The privilege to allot leasing rights should be taken back from the city Nazim, Darwan maintained. He claimed that the Sindh government was taking the matter very seriously, and was even conducting an enquiry, as both the president and prime minister had issued directions in this regard. 


Dr Zia-ud-Din said that Baloch’s role in protecting amenity plots was critical, adding that town planning in SITE was not conducted by the city government but instead by a town officer.


The opposition leaders said that the combined opposition would move a resolution to not only condemn the murder, but also to request the Sindh government to conduct a judicial enquiry under a judge of the Sindh High Court (SHC). The leaders alleged that land was being encroached at the behest of the city government; encroachers were being provided with a legal cover through resolutions passed in the City Council. 


Meanwhile, a leader of the opposition told The News on condition of anonymity that the PPP was under public pressure to resolve a number of issues, and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) needed to understand these constraints of the provincial and federal governments. In such a situation, Baloch’s murder raised a number of questions, but the PPP did not want their coalition partners or the city Nazim to get wrongly indicted. Hence, it was imperative for the MQM to participate in dialogue and clarify its position, he said.

(By Ahmed Yusuf, The News-13, 17/11/2009)
Five killed in different incidents

Four persons were killed in different parts of the city in various mishaps on Monday.


In the first incident, a young man was killed in a road accident at Murghi Khana bus stop, Quaidabad, in the limits of Shah Latif police station. 


The deceased’s body was taken to the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where he was identified as Syed Rehan, 32, son of Akram, a resident of Gulshan-e-Iqbal. 


Police officials said the accident took place when the deceased’s motorbike was hit by a CDGK truck. 


The Shah Latif police arrested the truck driver Hameed and registered a case against him. 


Crushed under tree trunk: A labourer, identified as Hameed, 45, resident of Ramswami, died when tree trunks fell on him in a timber store located at Old Haji Camp, in the jurisdiction of Risala police station. 


The deceased’s body was shifted to the Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK). His family took away the body without going through any legal formalities. 


Labourer dies: A 35-year-old labourer died after a wall collapsed on him while working in an under-construction factory in the limits of SITE police station. 


The deceased was identified as Illahi Bux, 35. 

Body of suspected dacoit found: The body of suspected dacoit was found from the bushes near Railway Colony, Gulshan-e-Ghazi, in the limits of Malir City police station. 


The body was taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where he was identified as Rafaqat Ali alias Kalay Khan, 25, a resident of Muslimabad area. 


Police said that unidentified culprits, after kidnapping Ali, subjected him to brutal torture. Later, the victim was shot several times, killing him instantly, they added. 


The Malir City police claimed that the deceased was a dacoit and suspected that his associates killed him over some dispute. 


Meanwhile, a 45-year-old man committed suicide by hanging himself at his house in Hanifabad, Orangi Town within the limits of Mominabad police station. The man was identified as Mohammad Ali, son of Hameedullah. His family found his body when they entered his room in the morning to wake him up. 

(The News-14, 17/11/2009)
City Council Opp demands probe into GBBT president’s murder


KARACHI: The City Council session on Monday was dominated by the opposition benches’ demand for a probe into social activist and Gutter Baghicha Bachao Tehreek (GBBT) president Nisar Baloch’s murder.


However, the session was adjourned till Tuesday after only 17 minutes and the House could not discuss the proposed agenda, nor was it able to table or approve resolutions.


Speaking on a point of order, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Awam Dost Group and deputy opposition leader of the house, Haji Muhammad Jumman Darwan said public land is being encroachment upon rampantly while those who had raised their voices against it were silenced to death. Among them, Baloch was an eminent social activist but those who wanted to occupy the historical Gutter Baghicha land killed him. When the members of the treasury benches took the mike, the members of the opposition benches started shouting slogans demanding the arrest of Baloch’s assassins. Later, the opposition groups also raised Baloch’s at a press conference at the opposition chamber immediately after the session was adjourned.


Addressing the press conference, Jamaat-e Islami’s Al-Khidmat Group leader Muhammad Rafique said that the opposition benches wanted to discuss the deteriorating law and order situation in the city and also the murder of Nisar Baloch but the session was deliberately adjourned.


Pakistan People’s Party’s Awam Dost Group’s Haji Muhammad Jumman Darwan, who is deputy opposition leader in the city council, claimed that the CDGK had links with the land mafia and the links resulted in Baloch’s.


Darwan added that the land mafia was illegally occupying parks, playgrounds and amenity plots in the city and murdering Baloch was their way to send a message to anyone trying to stop them. Darwan demanded that the Sindh government form an inquiry team at a Sindh High Court level to investigate Baloch’s murder. Darwan also claimed that Baloch’s family has identified the assassins and the government should proceed accordingly to arrest the culprits.


Meanwhile, earlier during the council session, a couple of treasury benches members including Muhammad Arshad Qureshi, Abdul Jalil and leader of the house, Muhammad Asif Siddiqui spoke on point of orders, raising issues of union council (UC) secretaries.


Qureshi said that Sindh Local Government Department has unlawfully withdrawn secretaries from 134 UCs of the city and have given no reasons for doing so. This act of the Sindh Local Government Department was in absolute negation of the provisions laid in the Sindh: Local Government Ordinance-2001 and the notification should be withdrawn because the withdrawal of the secretaries has caused the UC’s routine businesses to come to a halt.


Siddiqui, on a point of order, said that the Sindh Local Government Department’s decision was against the law and said that it was an exaggerated act by the department. Jalil, on a point of order, claimed that the withdrawal of 134 secretaries was not lawful as sections 74 and 75 of the SLGO-2001 stated that UC nazims can designate powers to any UC personal or could nominate any personnel as the UC principal accounting officer. The Sindh Local Government Department should provide replacements for the 134 secretaries because this is affecting the financial procedures of the 134 UCs.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 17/11/2009)

NGO director shot dead in Landhi

KARACHI: A director of an NGO was gunned down on Monday, apparently in act of target killing, in Landhi 89 area in the remit of Quaidabad police station.


The victim was identified as Ibrahim Shah, 40, son of Janab Shah. He was a resident of same area where he was killed and ran an NGO named ‘Young Generation’. Police officials said the incident occurred in the early hours of the day when the victim was sitting at his office. Two unidentified men riding a motorcycle came and opened fire on him.


The victim sustained multiple bullets injuries and was immediately shifted to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where he succumbed to his injuries. The police said the assailants used a 9mm pistol for the murder. Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi officials claimed that the deceased was their party supporter, however the police said the deceased was not affiliated with any political party.

Youth shot dead: A youth was gunned down by men riding a motorcycle, allegedly for assisting his cousin marry a girl who had eloped with him from Muzaffargarh. The deceased was identified as Khizar Abbas, son of Ghulam Abbas, who was shot dead near Liaquatabad No 10 bus stop in the jurisdiction of Sharifabad police station.


His body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities and was later handed over to his heirs. Police officials said the victim hailed from Muzaffargarh and had aided his cousin named Hafeezullah, who had brought a girl to city eight days ago who had eloped with him from their hometown. The victim had helped the couple get married and they were now living with relatives in Orangi Town. The girl’s relatives reached the city and after tracing the victim, intercepted his taxi and shot him several times.


Drug-peddler booked for killing woman: Police have booked an alleged drug-peddler for killing an elderly woman, who was also allegedly a drug-peddler, over a business dispute at the victim’s house on Monday. The body of 45-year-old Amina, wife of Mohammad Iqbal, was found at her house No L-219, Landhi 35-B, in the remit of Awami Colony police station. Police officials said that the deceased’s body was at least two days old and was found when her daughter named Samina, with the help of neighbours, broke into her mother’s residence and found her dead with a bullet mark on her head.


The police quoted the deceased’s daughter as saying that her mother sold heroin, hashish and other drugs to earn her livelihood. The deceased’s daughter also told the police that her mother came to visit her on Friday and told her that another drug peddler, whose name is Baba Ballakh Sher, threatened to kill her as she was selling drugs in the same area where he operates. 


The police on behalf of the victim’s daughter have registered an FIR against the accused, Sher, who was yet to be arrested. 


Alleged bandit found dead: Police found the body of a young man in the bushes at Railway Colony, Gulshan-e-Ghazi, in the remit of Malir City police station. The man was identified as Rafaqat Ali alias Kalay Khan, 25, a resident of Muslimabad area. The police have claimed that the deceased was a bandit and suspected that his own associates killed him over some dispute. 


Man commits suicide: A 45-year-old man committed suicide by hanging himself from a ceiling fan at his house located in Hanifabad, Orangi Town within the limits of Mominabad police station. The man’s body was taken to ASH where he was identified as Mohammad Ali, son of Hameedullah. The police said the deceased was mentally disturbed and this might the reason he committed suicide.

(DailyTimes-B1, 17/11/2009)

City Council

Move to debate Baloch’s murder snubbed

The opposition benches in the City District Council on Tuesday demanded that there should be a thorough debate on the brutal murder of social activist Nisar Baloch who was campaigning vociferously to save Gutter Baghicha from the land mafia but the treasury benches rejected the plea on the pretext that it was sub-judice.


Awam Dost Group (ADG) deputy-opposition leader Muhammad Jumman Darwan stressed that the House should engage in a thorough debate on Nisar Baloch‘s assassination but Dr Nikhat Shakeel, a treasury member opposed the idea and maintained that debating on the aforesaid matter would be inappropriate as the matter was pending in a court of law.


City Naib-Nazim Nasreen Jalil, in an attempt to resolve the issue of transfer of union councils (UCs) secretaries between city government and local government department said that the existing union council secretaries should be allowed to continue working until the new secretaries were arranged. 


She said that Eid-ul-Azha was round the corner and slaughter of hundreds of thousands of animals in the city followed by the removal of offal and animal waste besides garbage would affect every union council if the issue was not resolved immediately. 


Leader of the House, Asif Siddiqui said that the opposition was trying to sidetrack the issue of transfer of 134 union council secretaries. 


Dr Nikhat claimed there had never been any quotes of Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto on ‘Teen Talwaar’ but the opposition was trying to confuse the House and creating confrontation.


Yousuf Naz, belonging to ADG, however, interrupted Dr Nikhat Shakeel and said the matter was sub-judice.


Treasury benches’ Akram Memo, on a point of order, paid rich tributes to the slain Nisar Baloch for his struggle against encroachment and illegal occupation of land belonging to the Sindh and City District Government Karachi.


Memon said that the Sindh government should constitute an enquiry committee under the Sindh High Court judge to probe the murder.


Opposition leader Darwan also demanded restoration of ex-Prime Minister Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto’s quotes on ‘Do Talwaar’ and ‘Teen Talwaar’.


However, Masood Mehmood of the treasury benches also claimed that there were no quotes on these landmarks. 


Rafiq Ahmed of Al-Khidmat group on a point of order said that the treasury benches were trying to engage the House in a futile debate by claiming that there were no quotes of PPP founding Chairman Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto on the landmarks.

He reminded the house that during the last five sessions, the treasury benches had accepted that there were quotes inscribed on the monuments and they would be restored again but strangely enough it was denying that there were quotes on ‘Do Talwaar’ and ‘Teen Talwaar’. 


The opposition also staged a walk-out for one minute but returned after a request from the treasury benches.


Leader of the House, Muhammad Asif Siddiqui urged the Sindh government to withdraw the notification for transfer on union council secretaries since it was affecting public service functions.


Darwan on point of order defended the Sindh Local Government Department for withdrawing 134 secretaries and claimed that the department had only complied with the orders of the Sindh High Court.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 18/11/2009)
No charges framed in Mir Murtaza Bhutto case despite lapse of 13 years

Thirteen years ago, on the night of September 20, 1996, Pakistan People’s Party-Shaheed Bhutto (PPP-SB) Chairman Mir Murtaza Bhutto, the son of PPP founder Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, was killed on Shahrah-e-Iran, Clifton, along with six of his companions.

It has been nearly 13 years since the registration of the first FIR and to date, the accused have not been supplied with copies of the documents required under Section 265-C of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). Needless to say, a charge has still not been framed against the said accused, despite lapse of 13 years.


The FIRs: The first FIR for the case, FIR no. 386/1996, was registered by Inspector Haq Nawaz Sial on the same date at the Clifton Police Station. This FIR was registered under Sections 147, 148, 149, 186, 302, 324, 353 and 427 of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) against Ghulam Mustafa, Mehmood Bhallai, Qaiser Hussain, Asif Ali, Waqar Hussain Zaidi, Akhtar Ali, Ayaz Ali, Dr. Mazhar Memon, Asghar Ali and Mohammad Ismail — the companions of Mir Murtaza Bhutto. Haq Nawaz Sial, however, was murdered soon after, but no case was registered by the State.


A second FIR (No. 399/1996) was registered on September 24, 1996, by Asghar Ali, a domestic servant of Mir Murtaza Bhutto at the Clifton Police Station. Ali later informed the Court that he was forced, compelled and coerced to file this FIR by the law-enforcement agencies.


After the registration of these two FIRs, Murtaza Bhutto’s wife Ghinwa Bhutto, and Ashiq Ali Jatoi’s wife, Badrunissa Jatoi, filed a constitutional petition in the Sindh High Court (SHC). This petition was given number D-1720 of 1996. The primary position in the said petition was that the police should be directed to register an FIR for the incident because they were refusing to file one. The SHC, via its order of November 11, 1996, (Benazir government fell on November 5) allowed the petition. Accordingly, a third FIR in the matter was registered at the Clifton Police Station.


It was registered on the complaint of Noor Mohammad and was given number 443/1996. This FIR was registered under Sections 120, 148, 149, 302 and 324 of the PPC against 22 accused. The charge Sheet in this FIR was submitted before the Sessions Judge South Karachi on May 3, 1997, where three of the accused persons, namely, Syed Abdullah Shah, Shakaib Qureshi and Zeeshan Kazmi were declared absconders.


The case: Proceedings pursuant to the first FIR were initiated in the then Suppression of Terrorist Activities Court-IV. Subsequently, the case was transferred to the Court of the Special Sessions Judge (South) Karachi on March 3, 1997. The Special Sessions Judge (South) Karachi made a reference to the SHC and the case was then transferred to the Special Judge (West) Karachi on July 8, 1998.


An application was made by the accused for their acquittal in this case. This application was dismissed by the Court via its order of January 5, 1999, on the grounds that the case was still in its early stages.

The accused also made an application in the SHC, requesting that the proceedings against them be quashed. The SHC dismissed this application on May 11, 1999, on the grounds that as proceedings under the third FIR were pending, a case and counter-case should be heard together and a common judgment should be announced.


The trial: The first trial judge was Shahnawaz A. Awan who examined two witnesses, Noor Mohammad and Asif Ali. After this examination, Awan retired as judge, and Zakir Hussain Mirza was appointed as Sessions Judge (South) Karachi.


Mirza declined to hear the case and made a reference on April 11, 1998, to the SHC for transferring the case. On September 21, 1999, the case was transferred to the judge of Small Cause Court on the order of the SHC. On April 15, 2006, the case was transferred yet again from the Small Causes Court to the Sessions Judge (East) Karachi.

When the sessions judge (East) Karachi began to hear the case, he was transferred to Hyderabad and a reference is being filed yet again by his successor judge to transfer the case.


It is pertinent to note here that on May 10, 1997, the investigation officer for the case submitted his report to the court, saying that there was no evidence against the accused and that the case was false, fabricated and should be cancelled.


Part-II of the Mir Murtaza Bhutto murder case overview tomorrow

The key accused in FIR no.443/1996

Name Then Posted As Currently Posted As

Wajid Ali Durrani SSP (South) AIG, Karachi

Shoaib Suddle DIG (Karachi) Federal Tax Ombudsman

Masood Sharif Director (IB) 

Asif Ali Zardari Senator President of Pakistan

Shahid Hayat ASP (Saddar) AIG Welfare

(By Shamim Bano, The News-20, 18/11/2009)
‘Gangster’ shot dead in Malir

KARACHI, Nov 18: A suspected member of a Lyari criminal gang was shot dead by gunmen in the Malir City area on Wednesday, police and witnesses said. 


They said the incident occurred in the afternoon when two men riding a motorbike spotted 29-year-old Nabi Bakhsh standing close to a government primary school near the Chatai Ground, hardly half a kilometre from the main Malir City bus stop. 


“One of the riders got off the motorbike and fired a single TT pistol shot from a point-blank range at the victim,” said Sub-Inspector Hasan Haider, the SHO of the Malir City police station. “The bullet hit him in the forehead and he died on the spot. Though the victim was a resident of Dawood Goth in Malir, he has been living elsewhere for the last several years.” 


The police later shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where doctors also found an exit bullet wound on the back of the victim’s head. 


The investigators later gathered facts which indicated that the victim was associated with one of the several Lyari gangs and had not visited his home for the last several months. 


“He mainly stayed in Lyari and the police wanted him in several criminal cases, registered at three different police stations of the town,” said Sub-Inspector Haider, the SHO of the Malir City police station. “In 2000, he was booked in a murder case by the Malir City police station for killing his maternal cousin. He was arrested and then sent to jail from where he was released in 2007 on bail.” 


Pedestrian dies in accident 

A young pedestrian was crushed to death and a teenaged motorcyclist sustained serious injuries when two buses racing to overtake each other collided on the Malir bridge and in the process one of them ran over a footpath, police said. 


They said the two buses, of D-11 and D-7 routes, were running side by side and finally collided near the Khuldabad police post. 


“The driver of the D-11 bus lost control of the vehicle and drove over the footbath, where the bus killed a pedestrian,” said an official of the Shah Latif police station. “Before hitting the man on the footpath, the bus had crushed a motorcycle running in the last lane of the road. The rider received serious injuries on both his legs.” 


The policemen in the check-post arrested the driver of D-11, Hakeemullah, but the D-7 driver escaped leaving the vehicle behind. 
(Dawn-13, 19/11/2009)

Need stressed for police reforms

KARACHI, Nov 18: Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid has highlighted the need for police reforms along with ensuring recruitment of the right man for the right job from the lowest cadre to the top to ensure a quality change in the police outlook which will deliver. “I have come across many high-ranking police officials who are quite capable and competent, but they find themselves helpless without good policemen in the force”, he said. 


Justice Nasir Aslam was speaking on at a meeting of the Sindh Assembly’s Standing Committee on Home which met here on Wednesday inn the committee Room No-2 of the assembly building. 


Presiding over the meeting, its chairman Anwar Ahmed Khan Mahar gave a brief introduction for deliberation on the subject, “How the law and order situation in Sindh can be improved”. 


Pinpointing the hurdles in improving law and order in the province, Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid referred to the discriminatory attitude of the police while dealing with influential people and the common man. An influential person goes scot-free and if detained for a grave violation of law, the SHO releases him on receiving a phone call while a common citizen had to suffer and to buy his liberty even for a minor violation of the law. 


He said there could be two ways for improving the law and order situation in the province. On, if our ministers, MPAs, MNAs and Senators become role models and the strength of the police force is increased to cope with the situation. He said he would like to suggest that not only legislators and ministers, but judges should also declare their total assets at the time of joining judicial service. 


Justice Nasir Aslam said that besides Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf no one had declared the total assets of his family. 

He also pleaded for having institution of a “pious man” who enjoys the trust of people like in the past so that they need not go to court for settling petty and minor family disputes. 


He said he had also heard about the auction of police stations, and said the assembly should not restrict itself to statements but ought to carry out investigations on all such issues. 


Other reasons which also contribute to the deterioration of the law and order situation were crowded prisons, inhuman treatment with UTPs who were brought to courts and taken back without any hearing due to large numbers of cases before the trial court as judges had no time to attend to each and every case on the roll. 


He said if the judicial system had to bring on the right track; the strength of judges had to be increased; all appointments should be made purely on merit; and facilities provided to them. 

He also recalled the sufferings in cases of Indian fishermen in particular and said that out of 600, 554 had completed their sentences but they could not be released and even the home department did not cater to them. 


Kamran Dost, the special home secretary, pointed out that the issue of freeing Indian prisoners after the completion of their sentence was governed by government-to-government reciprocal agreements. He said all such prisoners were produced before the federal review board every three months for deciding their fate. 


Alimur Rehman, an MPA of the MQM, said that the role of the pious man in urban centres was being performed by the UC chairman who was contributing to solving petty disputes. He also said no one had ever accused any Haq Parast legislator and nazim as a saleable commodity. 


Justice Nasir Aslam said people could have faith in UC chairmen if they decide cases impartially. 


Nazim Haji, former chief of the CPLC, said that along with an independent judiciary, the Election Commission must be independent only then deserving people could return to the assembly. 


Amber Alibhai, Robina Bilal of the Citizens for Better Environment through their presentation highlighted their NGOs role in the formation of community-policing. They said if the image of the police had to be changed from a fearful force to one serving the people, their pathetic working conditions had to be changed. 


Through presentation of the Gutter Baghicha case, the CBE pointed out that the land management was directly related to the law and order situation. 


MPA Nisar Panhwar of the MQM was critical for singling out the Gutter Baghicha case ignoring the ground realities and dubbing their party as an ethnic party of people speaking a particular language. He dispelled this impression by pointing out that he was Sindhi-speaking and the naib nazim, Badshah Khan, of the SITE Town where this Baghicha was located, is a Pakhtoon belonging to the MQM. 


He suggested that until the court made a decision, naming any party in any litigation issue was against the canons of justice. Amber Alibhai wanted to dispel the impression given by a host member of the committee from the presentation of the CBE, but Chairman Mahar disallowed it saying that it was not a debating point as the purpose of the meeting was to seek proposals from our guest on how to improve the law and order situation in the province. 


Ghazi Salahuddin suggested that a provincial-level conference be held to deliberate the law and order issue and seek suggestions to improve it. 


Others who participated in the discussion were Khatib Ahmad and Roland DeSouza of the CBE. 
(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-15, 19/11/2009)

Nisar Baloch’s murder can trigger ethnic riots

The brutal murder of social activist Nisar Baloch has the potential to trigger ethnic riots in the metropolis, Jumman Darwan, a leader of the opposition in the City Council, said on Wednesday.


“The leaders of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) should sit together to resolve the Gutter Baghicha issue, otherwise it can lead to ethnic riots and bloodshed in the city,” Darwan cautioned. 


City Naib Nazim (and convener of the City Council session) Nasreen Jalil, however, asked Darwan not to make the House a “political forum.” She added that she had not given him permission to discuss the assassination of Nisar Baloch. “You are right about the fact that people should sit together but this is not the proper forum to discuss the murder of Nisar Baloch,” she said.


Moreover, Masood Mahmood of the treasury benches said that encroachment of land was not a new issue in the city and the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) granted permission to construct an officers’ colony in Gutter Baghicha with the permission of PPP leader Nisar Khuhro. 


He said that the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) land worth of billions of rupees has also been encroached upon.


The minutes of a meeting held on March 7, 1993 at the secretariat of the Sindh local government (LG) minister had stated: “On the request of the KMC [now-defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation] Officers Cooperative Housing Society, [LG minister] had passed an order that 200 acres of KMC land at Sewage Farm, Manghopir Road, may be granted to them for housing purposes at the rate of Rs10 per sq. yard (occupancy value) and at the rate of Rs15 per sq. yard (developmental charges). The matter was discussed and all the participants concerned agreed [to the proposal]. It was unanimously decided that senior director [of] land and estate [or the] KMC council director may put up CR accordingly.” The minutes were signed by the then-Sindh LG minister, Mohammad Irshad Ahmad.


According to Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (Shehri-CBE), a civic rights organisation, in 1993, after some 530 of the 1,017 acres had been swallowed up by various mafias, the government decided to allot 200 acres to the KMC Officers’ Cooperative Housing Society, and auction cottage industry plots on 50 acres of Gutter Baghicha.


Concerned citizens and area residents, appalled at this proposed desecration of the remaining amenity park space, filed a human rights petition in the Supreme Court of Pakistan. The very concept of establishing a housing colony on an amenity park plot is anathema, especially in a situation where there is a severe paucity of open spaces, parks and playgrounds for the burgeoning population of this city.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-14, 19/11/2009)
Three policemen booked in ‘encounter’ case

KARACHI, Nov 19: A police officer and two constables were booked on Thursday for killing a 24-year-old man in the Dalmia area the previous night. The killing was initially described by the police as an “encounter”. 


A case was registered at the Aziz Bhatti police station after a violent protest by the victim’s family members and area residents, but senior police officers appeared reluctant to arrest the suspects, who claimed that the man, Zafar Iqbal, was a wanted drug peddler and he had engaged them in an encounter when stopped for checking. 


The suspects further claimed that the man received a bullet when his own pistol went off during a scuffle with them. The victim’s family, however, rejected their claim and maintained that Zafar Iqbal was picked up from his house and then shot dead by the policemen. 


On Wednesday night, the police had reported that a patrol party of the Aziz Bhatti police signalled a motorcyclist to stop and during the checking the policemen recognised him as Zafar Iqbal alias Kashkol, a resident of the shantytown located near the Dalmia bus stop along Stadium Road. He was wanted in some four different cases, they said. 


“Zafar was a known drug peddler and when he was intercepted during the routine snap check, he pulled out his TT pistol and scuffled with a couple of policemen,” Sub-Inspector Sadiq Rana, SHO of the Aziz Bhatti police station, said immediately after the incident. 


“In the scuffle, his pistol went off and one of the bullets hit him, leaving him seriously wounded. He was rushed to a private hospital where he died during treatment,” the SHO said. 


The situation in the shantytown grew tense when the news of the man’s death reached there. Dozens of people, including women and children, took to the streets on Thursday morning and started raising slogans against the police. Some emotionally charged youths pelted passing vehicles with stones. The victim’s family members and area residents blocked the Stadium Road and other thoroughfares in the adjoining localities, accusing the policemen of having killed Zafar after picking up from his house, situated in street No 7 of the shantytown. 


Although the police insisted that Zafar was a known criminal and wanted in four cases of drug peddling and encounter with the police, the protesters did not agree that he was killed in an encounter, and demanded arrest of the policemen for “staging the encounter”. 


A strong contingent of the police was deployed in the strife-hit area and the protesters dispersed but they reemerged on the Stadium Road after the victim’s funeral prayers in the second half of the day. The protesters again blocked the road and refused to leave unless an FIR was registered against the policemen involved. 


Later, an application was submitted at the Aziz Bhatti police station by Mohammad Iqbal, the father of the deceased, and a case (FIR 669/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 324 (attempted murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code was registered against the three policemen — ASI Abdul Jabbar and police constables Dilawar Khan and Naeem Ahmed.


Meanwhile, the police authorities continued to argue that Zafar Iqbal was a known criminal and a majority of the area residents knew about his criminal record. However, the police officers concerned could not justify why the police party opened fire and what caused them to offer a hasty justification for the police action. They also could not explain what made them finally agree on the registration of an FIR against the personnel involved. 


Arib Mehar, SP of Gulshan Town, said that none of the three policemen was arrested after registration of the FIR against them. He argued: “They are not absconders; we have not arrested them because they are here.” 

“The FIR is a kind of a complaint which does not always require arrest of a nominated accused. We will investigate the matter first and if they are found guilty, we will definitely arrest them.” 


The SP said that an investigation team headed by an officer of SP rank would look into the matter. “They would examine the postmortem report, eyewitnesses’ accounts and other related evidences before coming up with a final report,” he added. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 20/11/2009)

Young man shot dead in Orangi

KARACHI, Nov 19: A young man was gunned down on Thursday in Orangi Town where he used to lead prayers at a local mosque, said police and witnesses. They said the victim, Ghulam Mohammad, was a resident of Jafar-i-Tayyar Society, Malir, adding that he was shot dead near Riaz More in Sector 11½ of Orangi Town. 


“He was passing through a street when two men riding a motorbike intercepted him and one of them opened fire on him with a TT pistol,” said Sub-Inspector S.M. Raza, the SHO of the Iqbal Market police station. 

“The assailants fled soon afterwards, leaving the victim dead on the spot.” 


Later, the police shifted the body to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for an autopsy. They said the victim sustained more than one bullet wound in the head, adding that they would wait till the completion of medico-legal formalities to lodge an FIR. 


The victim used to lead prayers in Masjid Ahl-i-Bait in the sector, though the area police said it was too early to describe the incident as a sectarian killing. 
He also ran a grocery shop near 1-D bus stop, said Sub-Inspector Raza. “We need to look into all aspects of the case before arriving at any conclusion. The victim was not a regular prayer leader, as he used to lead prayers once a day.” 

The victim was father of two children, the police added. 


Cyclist dies in accident 

An eight-year-old boy riding a cycle was killed when a fast-moving passenger bus hit him from behind while overtaking another bus in Baldia Town. 


Though the area police seized the bus (JA-0867), the driver escaped after the accident. 

“Wali Mohammad was riding his bike on one side of the road near Sector 9-B when the bus of route no 20 hit him. The driver attempted to overtake another bus from the wrong side but hit the boy,” said an official of the Mochko police station. 


The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. However, the victim’s family did not allow doctors to complete medico-legal formalities and took away the body without a post-mortem examination. 


The police said: “We are trying to convince the family to lodge an FIR. If they don’t agree, we will register a case on behalf of the state.” 
(Dawn-13, 20/11/2009)

Drug peddler’s killing by police unleashes riot

Five policemen suspended; booked

The Gulshan Town police Thursday suspended Dalmiya Chowki Incharge Abdul Jabbar Abro and four other police personnel for the extra-judicial killing of Kashkol, 29, and registered a criminal case against them.


A strong protest and rioting by the criminals and their associates in Dalmiya area over the killing of Zafar Iqbal Kashkol, an alleged drug-peddler and gangster, resulted in the suspension and registration of a criminal case against five police personnel of Aziz Bahtti police station.


Confirming the suspension and registration of an FIR under Section 302 against five police officials, SP Gulshan, Arib Mehar, said that there was no doubt that Kashkol was an outlaw who resisted arrest and was killed when he tried to attack police party.


“However, we have lodged the case on the complaint of his family after allegations were levelled that Zafar’s death was an extra-judicial killing. We want to show people that no illegal action was taken and after investigation, if the police personnel are found guilty, they will face the consequences,” he added.


Mahar claimed that six cases under various sections were already registered against Kashkol and added that there was no doubt that he attacked police first and was killed in retaliatory fire by the police.


An alleged gangster’s killing at the hands of Aziz Bhatti police late Wednesday night sparked wide-spread violence in the Dalmiya area on Thursday. 


Earlier, heavy contingents of police were deployed in the entire area but protestors foiled all police attempts to restore law and order in the locality as small groups of hooligans continued creating trouble and vanishing in the narrow streets before any action by the police. Shantinagar and Dalmiya areas were closed totally and wore a deserted look.


Trouble increased manifolds when the funeral procession was taken around in Dalmiya by his relatives and associates before burial at Dalmiya graveyard.


Dalmiya police registered two separate cases against slain gangster Zafar Iqbal for possessing illegal weapons and attack on police. They also registered an FIR No. 669/09 against ASI Abdul Jabbar Abro and four others, including Nadeem and Dilawar, on charges of extra-judicial killing of the gangster.

(The News-13, 20/11/2009)
Khateeb shot dead; student killed in road accident

A Khateeb of an Imambargah was killed when unidentified motorcyclists sprayed him with bullets in Orangi Town on Thursday in the jurisdiction of Iqbal Market police station.


Police said 35-year old Syed Ghulam Muhammad, son of Akhwand Sakhawat, was the Khateeb of an Imambargah in Masoomabad, Orangi Town No. 11 ž. He was killed by unidentified motorbike-riding assailants fled after their swift operation.


The deceased was resident of Malir-15 and belonged to Gilgit. Iqbal market police ruled out any sectarian hand in his killing saying that it could be an act of personal enmity.


In another incident, a 12-year old student of Class VI was crushed to death by a speeding bus in Baldia Town near Qazi Hospital, Chowrangi in the limits of Mochko police station.


The boy was identified as Wali Muhammad, son of Noor Muhammad. 


The driver of the bus of Route No. 20 managed to escape, police said, adding that no FIR has been lodged.

(The News-13, 20/11/2009)
839 child abuse cases reported in 2009

The Madadgar Helpline has said that an estimated 839 cases of abuse and violent crimes against children were reported this year. 


At a press briefing, held at the Madadgar Helpline’s Saddar office on Thursday, a team of the helpline said that the statistics were based on news items reported in 26 newspapers. 


According the Madadgar Helpline, 52,711 children were subjected to abuse across Pakistan from January 1, 2000 to October 31 2009.


The Helpline pointed out the fact that discrimination, stigma, patriarchal structure and lack of forums for people to address their grievances were the main reasons for the crime against children.


Providing information regarding the profile of perpetrators, the database showed that most of the perpetrators were related to children in one way or the other. It was a blood relative, an acquaintance, a neighbour, family friend or a complete stranger. In many cases, a perpetrator could be an Amil, religious leader or a member of the clergy or criminals with a record of violent crimes. 


Statistics compiled by the Madadgar team showed that during the first 10 months of 2009, 839 cases of crimes against children were reported with 86 children murdered, 56 raped, 43 sodomized, 78 trafficked, 142 kidnapped.


In addition, 83 cases of torture and 63 cases of police torture against children were reported. However, 217 children were reported missing while 11 children committed suicide. A total of 43 cases of forced marriages were also reported in Karachi in 2009. 


On the occasion, Advocate Zia Ahmed Awan, President Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal Aid said that on the occasion of the Universal Children’s Day (today), these statistics come as an eye-opener for many people in denial of abuse taking place in our society. 

He expressed serious concern over lack of effective actions on the part of the government. 


Awan demanded a quick approval of the Child Protection Bill, awaiting approval from the cabinet, besides devising appropriate policies and strategies to effectively protect children against sexual and physical abuse, signing bilateral as well as multilateral agreements with other countries to control cross border child trafficking. He also demanded sensitizing the police and relevant departments to efficiently handle sensitive cases involving children. The victims of sexual and physical abuse were also present during the press briefing.

(The News-13, 20/11/2009)
Arrested ‘robbers’ killed in mysterious shoot-out

KARACHI, Nov 20: The trigger-happy approach of the Karachi police was underlined in yet another incident when two suspected robbers, captured alive after an encounter on Thursday night, were gunned down in the small hours of Friday apparently because they had killed a policeman in the encounter. 


The approach followed a pattern with figures suggesting that 64 such killings have taken place in the first nine months of 2009. 


A patrolling police team of the Nabi Bux police station signalled two motorcyclists near Jubilee Market on Shah Milli Road on Thursday night. However, the motorcyclists opened fire, killing Constable Mohammad Miskeen, 44, and tried to escape but were arrested. 


The arrest of the two suspects – Arif and Saud – was announced by the SHO of the Nabi Bux police station and his high-ups, who also claimed that weapons and a snatched motorcycle were also recovered from their possession. 


However, an hour after the announcement of their arrest, the Civil Hospital Karachi received the bullet-riddled bodies of the two suspects. The police authorities claimed that the two suspects were actually arrested in a wounded condition and succumbed to their wounds before being shifted to hospital. 


Contrary to the announcement of Nabi Bux SHO Sub-Inspector Tasadduq Sheikh – that the two suspects had been arrested – his counterpart in the Garden area came up with a different story on Friday following the deaths of the suspected bandits. 


“Our police mobile spotted and chased the suspects who were trying to escape after killing the policeman,” said Garden SHO Sub-Inspector Abdul Ghaffar Korai. 

“As we almost trapped them near the police hospital on Nishtar Road within the remit of the Nabi Bux police station, they started firing and we returned fire which left them seriously wounded.” 


According to the Civil Hospital’s records, the body of the police constable was received at 11.10pm and the bodies of the suspects were brought there at 1.15am on Thursday night. 


Doctors at the medico-legal section of the hospital said that the bodies of the suspects bore signs of bruises, broken bones and multiple bullet wounds from a very close range. 

However, instead of ordering a departmental probe, the authorities recommended promotions of an assistant sub-inspector of the Garden police station and two constables. 

“It was a simple police encounter which not only killed two bandits but also cost us the life of a policeman,” said DIG (south) Ghulam Nabi Memon. “They (suspects) were professional criminals associated with a Lyari gang. One should not suspect the way they were killed and our efforts,” he said, ruling out any chance of a departmental inquiry into the alleged shoot-out. 


The Nabi Bux police registered four separate cases (FIRs 380/2009 to 383/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 324 (attempted murder), 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty) of the Pakistan Penal Code and 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1965. 


Former Sindh police chief Jahangir Mirza conceded that most policemen believed that they should settle their score ‘then and there’ since the judicial process helped criminals escape due punishment. However, he said, an extrajudicial killing was never an individual’s decision.


“One can never justify extrajudicial killings, but one has to look into it in a broader perspective,” he said. “The judicial system blames police investigation and releases criminals or sometimes awards them light punishment. No doubt the investigation process has various flaws, but what help an investigator gets from society and what resources he gets from the government to execute his job in a real sense.” 

He said the police investigation system lacked manpower, forensic support and training, but hardly anyone focused on these real issues and tried to equip the department with modern resources. 


Though M. Ilyas Khan, prominent lawyer whose area of expertise is criminal cases, agreed with Mr Mirza, he questioned the whole system of police investigation coupled with corruption within the judicial system that led to frustration among good officers and extrajudicial killings. 


“Even with the available resources, you hardly find a single case which substantiates the police investigation,” he said. “Some criminal investigations really need technology in line with changing trends, but our investigators are not even found up to the mark when probing minor cases and leave several loopholes in the process. So it’s more a matter of interest than resources.” 


He said the police often traced crimes origin, motive and suspects very fast, but they hardly proved their cases before the courts. “This suggests the trend, mindset and approach of our police,” said Mr Khan. “Definitely we need to build resources, but with this approach and mindset nothing can change even with modern technology, facilities and training.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 21/11/2009)

Two killed in police ‘encounter’

The killing of two suspected dacoits at the hands of police in the limits of Nabi Bux police station late Thursday night is shrouded in mystery as the police had earlier claimed to have arrested the culprits after they allegedly killed a policeman but after an hour the men were declared dead in a police encounter.

“Suspects Haris Baloch and Saud Baloch were fleeing on a motorcycle after killing Constable Muhammad Miskeen of Nabi Bux police when they were challenged by a police party of Garden police. They resisted arrest and in the ensuing shootout both were killed on the spot,” DSP Garden Nisar Qaimkhani told The News on Friday.


On the contrary, the Nabi Bux police, including its SHO and the duty officer, had confirmed to the media on Thursday night that the culprits involved in the killing of Muhammad Miskeen had been arrested along with two illegal weapons and a snatched motorcycle.


However, within two hours, the police changed its stance and claimed that both dacoits, who had killed a policeman near Jubilee Cloth Market, were killed in an encounter with the police party of the adjoining Garden police station on Mishamili Road.


“There is no doubt that it was a genuine police encounter and two infamous dacoits having past criminal record were killed while fleeing after killing a policeman,” DIG South Ghulam Nabi Memon said on Friday.

He said that there was no need to hold any inquiry into the police encounter as everything was crystal clear. “They were notorious criminals, who killed a policeman and they were killed by the police while resisting arrest,” he said without elaborating the criminal record of the two suspects.


SHO Garden police station Abdul Ghaffar Korai confirmed to The News that a police party of his police station led-by ASI Khan Muhammad had stopped the two suspects when they were fleeing after killing a policeman and while offering armed resistance they were killed in firing.


“The encounter took place at around 11:20 pm in the limits of Nabi Bux police jurisdiction and our men killed the dacoits,” Korai claimed.He said that the police high-ups have announced one-step promotion for all the three police personnel of his police station for bravely killing the notorious criminals.


This is the second alleged extra-judicial killing of suspected criminals in police encounters within 24 hours. Earlier, the Aziz Bhatti police had claimed killing a gangster in Dalmiya in an encounter but on the protest of locals, not only was the said police party suspended but a criminal case was also registered against the policemen involved. 

Meanwhile, the Nabi Bux police have registered four FIRs (380 to 383/09) against the two suspects for possessing illegal weapons, police encounter and killing a policeman. Police constable’s body flown to hometown: The body of deceased constable Muhammad Miskeen, 45, was sent to his hometown in Mansehra, NWFP, through a PIA flight on Friday morning for funeral. Nabi Bux police said that the deceased was married and had children but no more details were provided.

No announcement was made by the Sindh Police regarding any compensation to the family of the slain policeman, including any promotion after death, any cash award or providing job to any of his next to kin.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 21/11/2009)
Policeman killed, SHO wounded

A policeman was killed in an alleged encounter when two armed dacoits opened fire on a police party of the Mubina Town police on Friday night on Ayub Goth.


A police constable named Hayat Gul was killed while SHO Ghulam Nabi Afridi was wounded in the alleged encounter in the remit of Mobina Town police station. Talking to The News, Gulshan Town SP Arib Mehar confirmed the incident and said, “The culprits were looting passengers in a taxi. They opened fire at the police party when it reached Suparco Road near Ayub Goth. Both men were on a motorbike and managed to flee. We are looking for them.”


Stray bullet kills woman: A mother of three children was killed when a stray bullet hit her at her brother’s residence on Friday in Jackson police limits. 


The incident took place in the outskirts of the city where according to the victim’s brother Mir Hamza, his 35-year-old sister Chand Bibi was hanging cloths on the roof of his house in Sikandarabad. 


“While standing on the roof, she suddenly got hit by a stray bullet. She was immediately rushed to Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK) where she succumbed to her injuries while receiving medical treatment,” Hamza told the police. 


The woman’s brother further told police that his sister had left her husband’s home in Peshawar some time back over a family dispute. Police said that after the legal formalities were completed, the body was handed over to the family. No FIR was registered till the tiling of this report. 


Separately, a labourer fell into a well and died in the limits of Saeedabad police station. Police said the incident occurred at Naval Colony, Baldia Town where at least three labourers were digging a well. 


During the digging, a labourer identified as Shahabuddin, 35 fell into the well and died. Volunteers from the different welfare associations reached the site and recovered the body after hours of effort. The body was shifted to CHK and then handed over to the family after legal formalities were completed. The deceased was said to be a resident of the Haroonabad area. 

(The News-14, 21/11/2009)
Trader dies in LPG shop explosion

KARACHI, Nov 21: An LPG trader was killed and his two employees sustained severe burns when the cylinders placed in his shop on Abul Hassan Ispahani Road blew up on Saturday. 


The explosion that also caused the outbreak of a big fire destroyed the shop, area police said. 


They said the cause of the explosion could not be ascertained immediately, but it was believed that a gas leak in one of the cylinders could be a reason. 


“The owner of the shop, Rana Mukhtar, 35, died on the spot while his two workers sustained severe burn wounds,” said DSP Rizwan Wasti, the area’s supervisory police officer. 


The injured workers were shifted to a nearby hospital for treatment. Three fire tenders rushed to the scene and put out the fire in about an hour. 


Deceased Rana Mukhtar was a father of two children and lived in the same locality. He had been running the LPG business for about a decade. 


“There seems to be no criminal act behind the incident which looks like an accident,” the DSP said, adding that the accident occurred due to some negligence. He said that a car parked nearby was also destroyed after catching fire in the blast. 
(Dawn-13, 22/11/2009)

Warrants out for arrest of two SPs, four others

KARACHI, Nov 21: A sessions court on Saturday ordered the issuance of warrants for the arrest of two superintendents of police and four other police officials in a case regarding illegal confinement of three men at a police station and deterring a judicial officer from discharge of his duty. 


Judge Sikandar Ali Lashari directed his staff to issue bailable warrants for the arrest of SP of North Nazimabad Town Nasir Qureshi, SP of Liaquatabad Town Hameed Khoso, DSP Majeed, SHO of North Nazimabad police station Syed Khalid and Sub-Inspectors Sohail Iqbal and Jahanzeb. The judge ordered that the police officials be produced in court on Dec 4. 


Earlier, a judicial magistrate complying with an order of a sessions court (central) filed a private complaint under Sections 220 (commitment for trial or confinement by person having authority who knows that he is acting contrary to law) and 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty) of the Pakistan Penal Code against the police officials for illegally detaining three men at the North Nazimabad police station and showing disobedience and disregard to a judicial magistrate, who conducted a raid on the police station to get the detainees released. 


On Nov 11, JM Aurangzeb Alamgir Qazi acting on the directive of the sessions court (central) raided the North Nazimabad police station and found three men in unlawful detention. The following day, the magistrate submitted in his report that Soharo, Door Mohammad and Shahzado were unlawfully confined by the police, as neither any case had been lodged against the detainees nor an entry had been made in the daily diary of the police regarding their arrest at the police station concerned. A close examination of the bodies of all detainees showed that all of them were maltreated during the illegal custody, it added. 


The magistrate further stated that since there was no relevant record available with the police regarding the detainees in any criminal case, he immediately ordered their release on a personal bond and duly obtained the bonds, but the police flatly refused to comply with his directions and started arguing aimlessly. The police sought time for the production of record against the detainees and waited for the SP to arrive. 


“The police authorities were quite adamant in not releasing the detainees and willfully flouted the lawful directions and shown their utter disobedience and disregard as well as caused unnecessary hindrance in discharge of his official duties and made him to sit at the police station,” the report said. 


Later, the SHO of the Taimuria police station appeared at the North Nazimabad police station and produced a Roznamcha entry regarding the involvement of detainees in some criminal offence, but such an entry was produced at a later stage, which appeared to be an afterthought and fabrication, it added. 


The SP also arrived at the police station and had a word with the magistrate. He directed the police to release the detainees and arrest them again as soon as they leave the premises of police station under Section 54 of the criminal procedure code. As soon as the men stepped out, they were again whisked away by the police and the main gate of the police station was immediately closed, the report concluded. 


However, the police informed the court that all the three men had been arrested within the remit of the Taimuria police station on Nov 11 after a shoot-out, adding that four cases were registered against them under Sections 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty), 324 (attempted murder), 34 (common intention) and 411 (dishonestly receiving stolen property) of the Pakistan Penal Code and Section 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1965 at the Taimuria police station. 


The applicant’s counsel, Sheikh Javed Mir, contended that his clients were unlawfully detained and severely tortured by the police. He sought legal action against the police officers for their unlawful act. 


After hearing both sides, Judge Sofia Latif had passed a verdict on the habeas corpus application and directed the magistrate to file a private complaint against the police officials, observing that necessary proceedings should be initiated against them because the conduct of police officers concerned appeared to be very careless, irresponsible and disobedient and they acted illegally beyond their powers. 


According to the judgment, the judicial magistrate’s report clearly indicated that the detainees were found in illegal detention and the police officials refused to comply with the order of the magistrate, causing unnecessary hindrance in discharge of his duty. 


The JM reported about severe maltreatment of the detainees by the police and the victims also complained about ill-treatment, while the SHO concerned in his report did not deny such allegations, it added. 


“According to the SHO, the detainees were required in several cases by the Taimuria police station. But he did not satisfy the court as to why and how he detained them at the North Nazimabad police station without making any entry into the register. 


“Such conduct of the SHO and other police officials clearly indicates that they detained the men illegally and maltreated them. They appear to be very cruel persons and are ineligible for noble posts in the police department,” the verdict concluded. 


Soharo’s brother, Shabbir Ahmed, through his counsel had filed the habeas corpus application under Section 491 of the criminal procedure code in a sessions court (central) on Nov 10, pleading for the recovery of the detainees. 


According to the applicant, Soharo and his two relatives arrived here from Larkana on Nov 9 to appear in the court of a judicial magistrate, Malir, in a case registered against Soharo under Section 13-D of the Pakistan Arms Ordinance, 1965. He said the police picked up them on Nov 10 on their way to Malir Courts. He alleged that a police officer later phoned him to inform him about the arrest and demanded money for their release. He said the police warned him that in case of non-compliance, false cases would be registered against the detainees. 
(Dawn-13, 22/11/2009)

Three MQM activists killed in separate incidents

Three activists of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) were gunned down in separate incidents on Saturday. 


Police said that armed assailants attacked two MQM workers including Shahnawaz alias Shani and Fareed Ahmed, at the Kaghazi Bazaar area in the limits of the Kharadar police station. Both the victims sustained multiple bullet wounds and were taken to a hospital where Shani was pronounced dead while Fareed was admitted to the hospital.


In a separate incident, assailants gunned down an activist of the MQM, identified as Ali Asghar, 45, in Chakiwara police limits. 


In another incident, more than dozen attackers barged into the house of an MQM activist, Rehan Ameen, in the limits of Baghdadi police station and abducted his younger brother Faizan Ameen, also affiliated with the MQM. Police said that the attackers later killed Faizan and threw his body in the limits of the Baghdadi police station. 

Meanwhile, three workers of the Pakistan people’s Party (PPP) sustained bullet wound when armed assailants opened fire on them while they were sitting in the office of the Lyari Peace Committee in the limits of the Kalri police station. 

The police registered an FIR in the case.

(The News-13, 22/11/2009)
Man strangles wife to death


KARACHI: A man allegedly strangled to death his wife, whom he had married four months ago out of freewill. Korangi Industrial Area police said Sonia Michel, 19, was killed by her husband, Bashir Masih in their house in Nasir Colony, adding that Masih had managed to escape.


Woman found dead: The body of Kanwal, 26, was found in her house. Doctors suspect she died of suffocation, while the Orangi Town police believe she was strangulated. As per the woman’s family, her husband’s family might have killed her, while the husband’s family maintained that Kanwal committed suicide by hanging herself.


Suicide: A youth committed suicide at his house in Shah Faisal Colony No 5. The police said Nazim, 22, hanged himself from the ceiling fan.


Body found: A bullet-riddled body of a 25-year-old youth was found at a garbage dump yard located in Majeed Colony within the jurisdiction of Quaidabad police station. 


Police said the body was taken to the JPMC where the deceased’s brother Nawab identified him as Mohammad Umar. The body was then handed over to his family after an autopsy. The police said the deceased might have been killed over personal enmity. A case has been registered against unidentified people.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/11/2009)

Woman’s body found in gunny bag

KARACHI, Nov 24: The body of a young woman, stuffed in a gunny bag, was found in an under-construction park within the remit of the Nazimabad police station on Tuesday, police said. 


They said that some residents of Nazimabad No 4 informed a police patrol team about the presence of a suspicious-looking gunny bag inside the under-construction park situated behind Marhaba Lawn. 


Nazimabad SHO Inspector Changez Khan told Dawn that the police found the body of a woman clad in a shirt with flower motif and a blue shalwar. 


“There was a mark around her neck which suggested that she was strangled to death. Doctors confirmed that the woman was strangled and the body seems to have lain at the spot where it was found for not more than 12 hours.” 


The police shifted the body to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. “She was strangled to death with some kind of string,” said Dr Zakia Rahman, the medico-legal officer at the health facility. “There was no sign of torture and apparently the strangulation is the only cause of death. However, we have collected samples for establishing the exact cause of death.” 


The post-mortem examination shows that the victim was 25 years old. 


The identification of the victim could not be made and the police were working to track down her family or other links. 


“We have shifted the body to the Edhi morgue and waiting to get any clue about the family before lodging an FIR,” said the SHO. 


Man booked for throwing acid on ex-wife 

The Pirabad police booked a 36-year-old man for allegedly throwing acid on the face of his former wife who was admitted to the burns ward of the Civil Hospital Karachi with 17 per cent burn wounds. 


The area police said that the suspect, Nadim Hussain, managed to escape. The police were still looking for the exact reasons behind the incident. 


They said that neighbours of the 30-year-old victim, Nasreen, resident of Qasba Colony, approached the Pirabad police station and informed them that the former husband of Nasreen had thrown acid on her face and she was lying in the street. 


When the police reached the spot they found the victim with burns wounds and her two sons – 10-year-old Ashar Hussain and eight-year-old Yousuf Hussain – were sobbing beside her. 


The police shifted the victim to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital from where the victim was moved to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a better treatment of her burns wounds. 


Later, the victim told the police that she had been divorced by her former husband, Nadim, some eight months ago. However, there were some monetary and personal disputes between the two and they approached the area union council for their settlement. 


The police quoting the victim’s statement said that she along with her two sons was going to visit an area doctor when the suspect, Nadim, intercepted them and threw acid on her in the street. 

A case (FIR 666/2009) was registered under Section 324 (attempted murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Pirabad police station against the victim’s former husband on her complaint. 


Young man found shot dead 

The bullet-riddled body of a young man was found in a desolate place near the Baldia Town fire station within the remit of the Saeedabad police station on Tuesday, police said.They said that the body, which was lying in a pool of blood, was found in Sector 8 of Baldia Town. 


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. Hospital sources said that the deceased sustained six bullet wounds in the head, chest and face. Two bullets hit the head and pierced the skull. He was shot at pointblank range. 


The police said that no eyewitness to the incident was found. The identity of the victim, who appeared in his early twenties, could not be established and the body was later shifted to the Edhi morgue for want of identification. 


The Saeedabad police registered a case (FIR 652/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against unknown persons on behalf of the state. 
(Dawn-13, 25/11/2009)

Suitor’s body found in Rizvia

KARACHI, Nov 25: The body of a young man was found in his partially burnt car in a Nazimabad locality within the remit of the Rizvia Society police station on Wednesday, police said. 


The body of 25-year-old Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqi, a fashion model, was found tied with the seat belt of the partially burnt car he had borrowed from one of his friends on Tuesday to meet a girl, police said. 


Rizvia SHO Sub-Inspector Bilal Raza told Dawn that a deep mark was found around the victim’s neck and a post-mortem examination established that he had been strangled to death with the seat belt. 


“It seems that the killer or killers tied him up with the car’s passenger seat safety belt and tried to set the vehicle on fire.” 


He said that the body of the car suggested that its rear side caught fire but it was either put out or it died out before it could engulf the whole vehicle. The victim’s body remained unaffected by the fire, he added. 


An initial probe suggested that Shoaib, a resident of Shadman Town, was fond of a girl who lived in Nazimabad No 1. Despite serious opposition from her family, the young couple used to meet regularly, the police said. 


The area SHO said that Shoaib left his house on Tuesday evening after informing his younger brother and a close friend that he was going to meet the girl. He also told them that he would try to meet the girl’s brother and have a word with him. 


“The younger brother and the friend remained in touch with Shoaib over the phone till late Tuesday, but after 3am on Wednesday they lost contact as Shoaib’s phone stopped responding,” he added. 


He said Shoaib’s family approached the Rizvia police station within whose jurisdiction fell the residence of the girl. 


The police found the body inside the partially burnt car early in the morning. The car was parked in an open plot of land in Jehangirabad. 


Later, they registered a case (FIR 347/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 435 (mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to cause damage to amount of one hundred rupees) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s elder brother, Obaid Ahmed Siddiqi, against the girl’s elder brother, Asad. 


Woman shot dead in Orangi 

A 40-year-old woman was gunned down allegedly by her husband in Orangi Town on Wednesday, police said. 


They said that Akbar Khan, an estate agent, allegedly shot dead his second wife, Parveen, in Sector 10, Orangi Town within the remit of the Mominabad police station and escaped. 


Mominabad SHO Sub-Inspector Shabbir Awan told Dawn that Parveen, who was divorced by her first husband some nine years ago, married Akbar Khan some eight years back and had a child. She had seven children from her first husband. 


He said Akbar was already married with Yasmeen, with whom he had four children, when he tied the knot with Parveen. 


The SHO said that Akbar Khan was the bread earner of two families and often faced financial problems. 


The police said that an initial probe suggested that the couple exchanged hot words when Parveen demanded money to meet household expenses. The quarrel between the couple took an ugly turn when an enraged Akbar took out his unlicensed TT pistol and fired at his wife. She sustained a single bullet wound in the forehead and died. 


They said that Akbar managed to escape. The body of the victim was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. 


The police said that an FIR into the incident would be lodged after completing legal formalities.

(Dawn-13, 26/11/2009)

Two Sunni Tehreek activists held for target killings

The Crime Investigation Department (CID) of Sindh Police on Wednesday claimed to have arrested two suspects belonging to a religious outfit for their alleged involvement in heinous crimes, including target killing of 10 people. 


The arrested men were identified as Mohammad Zahid alias Lehri alias Terror, son of Rafiq and Imran Rasool alias Guddu, son of Fazal. The accused are said to be affiliated with Suni Tehreek (ST).


CID officials said that the suspects along with their accomplices had killed at least 10 people including the activists of Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) in different parts of the city. 

They also claimed to have recovered one Kalashnikov and one TT pistol from their possession. 


CID (Operations) SSP Fayyaz Khan said that these arrests were made after an encounter in New Karachi area, adding that their other accomplices managed to flee under the cover of firing. 


“Besides killing political activists, they were also involved in kidnapping for ransom, bank and other robberies and Arshad alias Arshad K-2 was their group leader,” said SSP Khan.


During initial interrogation, the arrested persons revealed that Arshad K-2, Furqan, Sajan, Adnan, Ali alias Chota Ali, Faisal, Shahjahan and Imran Madni had accompanied them in the killing of 10 people, including five political activists.


The political workers killed by the arrested suspects and their associates, included Mohammad Nadeem alias Aaru (Bilal Colony police limits), Irshad Hussain, Luqman Ahmed, Shoaib Raza and Emran Liaquat (Khawaja Ajmair Nagri police limits). 


Meanwhile, the Special Investigation Unit (SIU) claimed to have apprehended 10 suspects in separate raids in the city. 

The suspects identified as Shafiq, Faizan, Zubair, Fahim, Jamal, Anwar alias Hitler, Kamran, Afzal, Nazir and Inam Elahi were allegedly involved in different heinous crimes including murder, attempt to murder, kidnapping and street crimes. 


SIU chief SSP Raja Umer Khattab said that Inam Elahi confessed that he, along with his two accomplices, had murdered Police Constable Shahid Ahmed of New Karachi police station and threw his body in New Karachi Industrial Area graveyard. 


The suspects further confessed to having been involved in more than 50 incidents of murder, police encounter, attempt to murder, kidnapping for ransom and street crimes, he added. 


According to him, Nazir was wanted in at least 13 incidents of heinous crimes. The SIU police claimed to have recovered 10 TT pistols, two snatched motorcycles and 22 snatched motorcycles from their possession.

(The News-14, 26/11/2009)
Women police station opened

KARACHI, Nov 26: The first independent women police station with a 24-hour helpline “1213” established at the Saddar police station was inaugurated by National Assembly Speaker Dr Fehmida Mirza on Thursday. 


Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza, Information Minister Shazia Marri, IGP Sultan Salahuddin Babar Khattak, Karachi CCPO Waseem Ahmed, DIG Traffic Khurram Gulzar, several women legislators and senior police officials attended the inauguration ceremony. 


Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, Dr Fehmida Mirza said that the purpose of setting up the women police station was to ensure an easy access for women victims of violence to law and justice. Women police would investigate all such cases involving women either when they were victims or accused. 


She said it was the first independent police station where cases and investigation would be undertaken independently. In the past, she recalled, women police stations were only an extension of the regular police stations. She hoped that the new police helpline “1213” would provide immediate help to women in distress. 


In collaboration with retired Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid’s legal aid committee, the government would also provide legal assistance to the complainants using the helpline, she said, adding that the government was taking steps to set up more independent police stations for women. 


IGP Khattak said that the women police station was fully operational and all records at the facility were being computerised. The police station would investigate the cases involving rape and other sexual offences, women trafficking, child abuse, drug-related crimes involving women and/or children, besides the cases involving search, arrest and questioning of women suspects.

(Dawn-13, 27/11/2009)

Teenage boy arrested for nine-year-old girl’s rape

KARACHI, Nov 26: A teenage boy was arrested and booked on Thursday for raping a nine-year-old girl in a Korangi locality, said police and witnesses. 


The incident, which took place on Wednesday in Christian Town, a settlement along the main Korangi Road, left the neighbourhood people in a state of shock. 

The Korangi Town administration also intervened and made the police register the case. The suspect was arrested a day after the incident was said to have taken place. 


“The incident occurred on Wednesday afternoon,” said Sub-Inspector Aziz Muhammad Mekan, the additional SHO of the Zaman Town police station, who supervised the case. “We recorded statements of the victim and the suspect, who in initial questioning confessed that he had committed the heinous crime.” 


The police official conceded that it was a call from the Korangi Town’s UC-3 nazim which led to the registration of the FIR, a formal launch of the investigation and the subsequent arrest of the suspect, a Class IX student. 


The incident, which caused injuries to the victim, a Class II student in an area government primary school, also left her poor parents – Salamat Masih and Josephine Salamat – traumatised. 


“It was between 12.30pm and 1pm when I sent out my daughter to fetch something from a shop,” Josephine Salamat, the victim’s mother, told Dawn. “But even after a couple of hours when she did not return, I became anxious and set out to find her.” 


Ms Salamat later came to know through children in the street that her daughter was last seen being taken into an under-construction building by a teenager. 


“As suspicions gripped my mind, I rushed towards the building,” she said amid incessant sobs. “I think the suspect heard the sound of my footsteps when I entered the building and fled the building in panic, leaving my daughter almost unconscious.” 


The second among the four siblings, the victim was later brought back home in a critical condition.In the meantime, a large number of people gathered outside their home. Since the victim was not stable enough to share the exact details of the ordeal, the parents and other relatives of the victim remained clueless about the reason behind her condition, added Ms Salamat. 


As the girl regained her senses, the family and area people came to know about the crime committed by the suspect, a relative of the victim’s family and resident of the same area. 


“My daughter told us that when she was walking towards the shop, she saw some children fighting over some issue. She tarried to see the fighting,” said Ms Salamat. “As she was standing with the other children, the suspect came to her, grabbed her hand and took her into the under-construction building, owned by his father.” 


The police registered a case (FIR 530/2009) under Section 376 (punishment for rape) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s mother against the teenage suspect. 


The police said the suspect fled the area after committing the crime, but they arrested him within the remit of the Zaman Town police station. “We also facilitated the medical examination of the victim last night, and the initial findings suggest that the girl was indeed sexually assaulted,” said Sub-Inspector Mekan. “The report of the chemical examiner would further help in the initial findings and investigation.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 27/11/2009)

Two women found dead

KARACHI, Nov 26: Bodies of two women said to have lain in their respective houses for days were found on Thursday, police said. 


The body of a 35-year-old woman was found in her rented house in Mahmoodabad area in the small hours of Thursday, they said, adding that the victim was identified as Musarrat. She lived on the first floor of the house located in Street No. 24, Azam Basti, with one of her female friends. The house, belonging to Akhtar Ali, was given to her some three months back, the police said. 


Police officials stated that the victim was hit on her head with some heavy metal object and the wound proved fatal. 


“Both the women were of the same age group,” said sub-inspector Agha Asadullah, SHO of the Mahmoodabad police station. 


The police said the landlord approached them late on Wednesday with the complaint of some foul smell coming from inside Musarrat’s home. He also stated that he had not seen Musarrat for some days though they would come across almost daily being residents of the same house. 


“When a police party broke open the door of her home, she was found lying dead on the floor of the sitting room,” said the SHO, adding that the body must have lain for three to four days. There were also blood stains at two-three different places on the floor. 


The police registered an FIR (517/2009) under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) on the complaint of Akhtar Ali. Investigators are looking for the victim’s friend who shared the rented residence with her. 

“It is a very obvious case of murder but we could not have traced out any of her relative yet,” the SHO said. 


The Aram Bagh police also found body of a woman after residents of Kishwara Hazara Building located in the area complained of stench coming from inside an apartment. 

“A police party visited the building and knocked at the door of the specified apartment but without any response,” said sub-inspector Ansar Hussain, in charge of the Aram Bagh police post. “We broke open the apartment’s door only to find a woman’s body lying in a room. She appeared to be in her late 40s,” he added. 

He said the conditions inside the flat suggested that it could be a murder. 


Officials at the Civil Hospital’s medico legal section, however, said it was almost a month-old body and it would take time to establish the cause of her death. “There are no bruises or marks of torture seen on the dead body,” said one of the officials. 


The initial police investigation suggested that the victim was a widow and lived alone in her flat. She had been visiting India frequently to see her relatives. An official at the Aram Bagh police station said the victim owned properties worth millions of rupees and had visited Islamabad recently to settle down some Indian visa issue.

(Dawn-13, 27/11/2009)

Teenager held for sexually assaulting minor girl

Karachi: A teenage boy who allegedly sexually assaulted an eight-year old girl in Christian Colony, Nai Abadi was arrested in the Zaman Town police limits on Thursday. The action was taken on a complaint by ‘J’, the victim’s mother, who alleged that a neighbourhood boy Pervez Masih alias Ranga sexually assaulted her eight-year old girl when she was visiting his house.


“Ranga was alone at home when he did the heinous act,” a police official said, adding that while admitting to the crime, the teenager has also accused the child of provocative behaviour. “But his claim is totally false and baseless as the girl is hardly eight years old and also the medical examination of the victim revealed that she was subjected to forced sexual activity,” the official said. 


MQM man shot dead by robbers: A Muttahida Qaumi Movement activist was killed by unidentified men in Korangi Sector 34-E, when he tried to resist a robbery attempt. The Korangi police said the deceased Absar, son of Anwaar Hussain, was sitting at a general store near his residence, when two armed men riding a motorcycle snatched his valuables from him. He tried to chase and catch the culprits, upon which they shot him dead.


Woman found dead: A body of a 35-year-old woman was found at her rented house in Azam Basti within the Mehmoodabad police limits on Thursday. The woman identified as Musarat Michael, was living in the house with a female friend. Police said the landlord Akhtar, who rented the house to the victim and her friend, complained of a foul smell emitting from the house.


“The police entered the portion on the first floor of the single-unit building and found at least a 36-hour old body of the woman with a crushed head apparently with a wooden bar and a flowerpot,” said the inspector, adding that apparently some acquaintance of the diseased woman committed the crime.


According to the police, the woman had a family but she lived separately with another woman who was not around the house for the past few days.


Woman killed: The body of a 45-year-old woman identified as Tahira was recovered from her apartment near Pakistan Chowk in the Arambagh police limits. Police and rescuers said that the woman used to live alone at her apartment and apparently was tortured to death by unidentified culprits. Her body was moved to Civil Hospital Karachi for legal formalities.


Body found in gunny bag: The decomposed body of an unidentified young man was found in the bushes near Ahsanabad, Gulshan-e-Maymar in the Sohrab Goth police limits. The police said the body found packed in a gunny bag seems to be three days old. “The hands and feet of the young man were tied with rope. We don’t know yet how he was murdered,” the official said, adding that perhaps, he died of suffocation in the gunny bag.

(DailyTimes-B1, 27/11/2009)

Pillion-riding

Youth shot dead by policeman

KARACHI, Nov 27: Police on Friday shot dead a youth, who had no criminal background, in a Ranchhore Line locality apparently in an attempt to enforce a ban on pillion-riding. 


Police said that the deceased, Arif, was riding a motorcycle along with his pillion passenger, Kashif, in the Ranchhore Line area. Two policemen of the Garden police station, also on a motorcycle, found them violating the pillion-riding ban and signalled them to stop, but Arif tried to speed away, they added. 


According to the police, the chasing policemen got the youths near the congested Eidgah Chowk. “The policemen shouted several times asking them to stop, but they didn’t pay any heed and all of a sudden a single shot was fired by one of the policemen.” 


A bullet from the official AK-47 Kalashnikov rifle of Constable Akhtar Nawaz hit 27-year-old Arif, a resident of Lyari, in the abdomen. He died on the spot. His body was taken to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK). 


However, sources in the medico-legal section of the CHK told Dawn that the victim was shot from pointblank range. 


The police version was also at odd variance with the account related by the victim’s pillion passenger, Kashif, who told Dawn that his friend was shot dead by police at pointblank range. 

“Arif had been suffering from a kidney-related disease and I used to take him to the Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation,” he said after the victim was laid to rest in the Mewashah graveyard. 


As a matter of course, Kashif said, they were returning from the health facility and Arif was driving the bike when the two policemen intercepted them near Eidgah. 


“We were confident that we enjoyed exemption from the pillion-riding ban because of Arif’s health condition, but the policemen initiated an argument and, all of a sudden, one of them asked us to put up our hands and fired a shot.” 


A cloth trader in the Eidgah market, Kashif said he saw red and grabbed Constables Shahzad Ahmed and Akhtar Nawaz. The scuffle drew the attention of the passers-by who overpowered the law-enforcers and gave them a hiding before putting them in an auto-rickshaw so that they could be taken to their high-ups at the Eidgah police station. They also set fire to the policemen’s motorcycle. 


“Arif died on the spot,” he said. “When the two policemen were being taken in the rickshaw, they tried to escape but a large number of people following them did not allow this to happen,” he added. 


A police patrol team rescued their two colleagues by firing into the air to disperse the charged crowd. 


However, the protesters blocked the main road connecting the Eidgah Chowk with other city thoroughfares including M.A. Jinnah Road. Vehicular traffic remained suspended on the road as the protesters lit bonfires. 


A heavy contingent of police arrived at the scene to maintain law and order. However, the protesters demanded the arrest of the policemen upon which senior police officials decided to arrest Constable Akhtar Nawaz, who actually fired at the victim. 


The torched bike was owned by Constable Shahzad Ahmed. 


The police did not find any weapon from the possession of the deceased who had no criminal record. 


Although the police authorities ordered registration of a murder case under Section 302 of the Pakistan Penal Code against Constable Akhtar Nawaz at the Eidgah police station, they maintained that the facts of the incidents needed to be examined before reaching any conclusion. 


“No criminal record of deceased Arif was found…the police did not recover any arm or illegal thing from his possession,” said Saddar Town SP Abdullah Sheikh. “However, there are a few things, as claimed by the two policemen, which are needed to be investigated.” 


Citing the initial statement of the two policemen, he said that the two youths violated the pillion-riding ban, did not stop on police orders, ran into a commercial area and finally when they were almost caught, the motorcyclist tried to hit the policemen’s bike due to which both bikes fell down. 


“In the process Akhtar Nawaz’s rifle went off accidentally and the bullet hit Arif,” said SSP Sheikh. “But we are not depending on any statement to arrive at any decision as senior investigators will probe into the case with all honesty following all legal formalities.” 


A resident of Singo Lane in Lyari and the eldest among three brothers and seven sisters, Arif was the only breadwinner of the family and was an auto-rickshaw driver by profession. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 28/11/2009)

Cops kill pillion rider, mob vents anger

The Garden police personnel on Friday killed a young man near the Abbasi Chowk in the limits of Eidgah police station. The policemen had asked the motorcyclists to stop, however, he ignored the police and tried to flee, eyewitnesses and senior police officials said.


The deceased was identified as Muhammad Arif, 27, son of Ali Muhammad Jan, a resident of Sarbazi Mohalla, Singulane Lyari. He was the eldest among his nine brothers and sisters.


Soon after the incident, angry area residents beat up the cops and also set their motorcycle on fire. The mob blocked the main Nishtar Road in protest, pelted stones on passing vehicles and chanted slogans against the police high handedness.


Heavy contingents of police and Rangers reached the spot after the incident. They got the policemen freed from the clutches of the angry mob and arrested them. An FIR was also registered against the two.


The incident took place on Friday afternoon as Arif and Kashif were passing from Ranchore Line, Garden on a motorbike. They were signalled by two police constables, Akhtar and Shahzad, to stop. 


“Instead of stopping, both Arif and Kashif tried to flee from the scene. Both the cops followed them and after a few minutes chase, they came in front of each other near Abbasi Chowk and both the bikes collided head on. All four of them fell on the ground and as they were getting on their feet, one police personnel fired a single shot on a man in front of him, hitting him in the rib cage,” eyewitnesses and police officials said.


The bullet fired by the police personnel Akhtar hit Arif, injuring him fatally. The injured man died at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) although he was immediately rushed to the hospital by the rescuers.

There were scores of people watching the entire episode and when they learnt that both men were innocent and had nothing to do with any crime, they overpowered the policemen and subjected them to severe torture.


SHO Garden police station Abdul Ghaffar Korai said that Akhtar and Shahzad, were arrested and a case had been registered against them by the Eidgah police as the incident took place in their jurisdiction.


“Both the cops say they were scared of the men as they appeared to be Baloch, since in a similar incident a few weeks ago, two Baloch motorcyclists had killed a constable of Nabi Bux police in the same area,” Inspector Korai said.


SHO Korai opined that police constable Akhtar had tried to fire on the leg of the man who was killed but accidentally, he hit him in the ribcage area, injuring him critically.


On the other hand, Supervisory Police Officer (SPO) Garden Nisar Qaimkhani claimed that when both the police personnel came close to the motorcyclists who had tried to flee despite police orders, they further tried to snatch the weapons from the policemen, at which a shot was fired by one of the policemen.


Qaimkhani, however, acknowledged that no weapons were recovered from the deceased and his companion but ruled out the possibility that both the men were innocent and had no criminal record.


“If persons living in Lyari are innocent then there is no criminal in this city,” he remarked.


SP Saddar Abdullah Sheikh when approached said that both PCs were in custody of the police and if proved guilty they would be dealt with according to the law.


The senior police official, however, also blamed the men on the motorbike of trying to flee and provoking the policemen that led to the killing.


Meanwhile, the Eidgah police registered an FIR 349/09 against Akhtar Zaman and Shahzad under section 302.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 28/11/2009)
Rs2.8 million looted from ATM

Robbers on Friday looted around Rs2.8 million from an Automated Teller Machine (ATM) of a private bank’s branch in Malir City in the limits of the Saudabad police station.


The police said that the incident took place in the wee hours of Friday when the robbers dismantled the installation of the ATM with a gas cutter and decamped with the cash.


The robbers also took away all CCTV cameras and other technical devises installed in the bank.


The Saudabad police lodged a case (321/09) against unidentified robbers on the complaint of bank manager, Syed Kaleem Imam. 


Meanwhile, a motorcyclist was killed when a vehicle rammed into his bike on the Native Jetty Bridge in the limits of the Jackson police station. The victim, identified as Muhammad Nawaz, 30, son of Muhammad Saeed. He was the resident of Baldia town.


The victim sustained serious injuries and was rushed to the Civil Hospital Karachi where he succumbed to injuries.

(The News-13, 28/11/2009)
2 policemen held for killing pillion rider


KARACHI: A constable of the Garden police station gunned down a young kidney patient when he and his friend allegedly ignored the police signal to stop their motorcycle and tried to escape.


The incident occurred near Abbasi Chowk in Eidgah police station limits in the wee hours of Friday.


Mohammad Arif, 27, was a resident of Sarbazi Mohalla, Singhulane, Lyari. He was the eldest among nine siblings.


Arif’s death enraged the area people, who subjected the two on-duty police constables to severe torture, while an angry mob also set ablaze the policemen’s motorcycle. The angry protestors also blocked the main Nishter Road, pelted passing vehicles with stones and chanted slogans against police’s highhandedness. 


They also tried to burn the responsible policemen alive, but heavy contingent of law enforcers reached on time and freed the constables from the clutches of the furious mob. The Eidgah police have registered a case against both the policemen.


As per the police, the incident occurred when Arif and his friend Kashif were passing from Ranchore Line, Garden and they were signalled to stop by two police personnel, Akhtar and Shahzad, but instead of stopping, they allegedly tried to flee. Subsequently, the constables pursued them and after a few minutes’ chase, both the motorcycles confronted each other near Abbasi Chowk. “All four riders fell to the ground and as they were getting on their feet, constable Akhtar fired at the man in front of him, hitting him in the rib cage,” said an officer.


Scores of people, who witnessed the entire episode, demanded exemplary punishment for both the policemen.


Police claimed that when the constables confronted Arif and Kashif, they tried to snatch their weapons, which is why a shot was fired by one of the constables.


It is pertinent to mention here that no weapon was recovered from Arif or his companion, but the police have ruled out the possibility that both men were innocent.


The police said a similar incident had taken place a few weeks ago when two motorcycle riders had killed a constable of Nabi Bux police station in the same area and that must have compelled the constables to take drastic action.


Motorcyclist crushed to death: A Motorcyclist was crushed to death by a speeding vehicle on Native Jetty Bridge on Friday morning. 


Jackson police said Mohammad Nawaz, 30, a resident of Baldia Town, received severe injuries and was rushed to the Civil Hospital Karachi where he breathed his last. No case was registered till the filing of this report.


ATM containing Rs 2.8m stolen: In a daring act of robbery, unidentified suspects took away the whole Automated Teller Machine (ATM) from a private bank. The ATM contained Rs 2.8 million in cash.


Saudabad police said the incident occurred in the wee hours of Friday when the robbers cut-off and dismantled the whole ATM installation with a gas-cutter and fled with the machine, adding that they also took away the installed CCTV cameras and related devices, which might have helped to identify the culprits.

Police have registered a case against unidentified persons on the complaint of the bank manager, Syed Kaleem Imam, and initiated further investigations, suspecting possible involvement of some staff members.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 28/11/2009)

DECEMBER

NBP asks policemen not to visit branches in uniform

KARACHI, Nov 30: In the wake of terrorist attacks across the country targeting members of the police and security forces, the National Bank of Pakistan has issued directives to police officers to visit bank branches only in plain clothes when collecting their salaries. 


Security guards at bank branches have been told not to allow any police officers in uniform or carrying arms and ammunition to be allowed inside the premises. 


In a recent communiqué to the police authorities, the management of the National Bank of Pakistan has defined new security guidelines, citing the recent spate of terrorist attacks as necessitating a new approach. 


“It has been observed with great concern that incidents of bomb blasts are on the increase in various public places,” said a letter from the NBP’s regional operations chief to the Capital City Police Officer (CCPO). “While reviewing the situation, it was revealed that it is specially targeting the personnel of different government agencies i.e. forces, Rangers and police department.” 


It said that due to the “alarming situation”, it was imperative that the bank’s administration addressed the issues immediately, in order to avoid any “untoward event” in the future. 


“Special attention is therefore required to strengthen existing security arrangements and to adopt protective measures. It is therefore requested that necessary instructions may please be issued to all TPOs (town police officers) to instruct their officials regarding going to NBP branches in civilian dress instead of uniform to collect their salaries for their own security purposes and for the security of innocent people,” added the NBP letter. 


Apart from informing the police personnel about the renewed security measures and parameters, the bank administration also issued directives to its own staff to maintain restrictions on police officials in line with the defined measures. 


“Please instruct your security guards to not allow officials of the police department to enter in the bank in their uniform and with their ammunition,” said the same NBP letter, addressing the bank’s Manager (Operations) and other officials concerned. 


Around 30,000 policemen to be affected 


The directives, which were issued a few days ago, would regulate around 30,000 policemen serving the metropolis under the capital city police office. These officers visit nearly 100 branches of the NBP in various parts of Karachi in order to collect their monthly salaries, according to police officials.An official said that the police authorities had already communicated with some 20 SPs in all three zones of the city police’s organisational structure – South, West and East – so that they could inform their personnel about the new security arrangements to be followed. 


“Apart from SPs in all the towns, there are also other arms of the police department and officials associated with them who are also catered to by different branches of the NBP,” said the official. “They have also been informed about the recent directives. A large number of policemen, belonging mainly to the non-officer cadre, visit different branches of the bank in the first week of every month, as they prefer drawing cash manually instead of through ATMs.” 

He said that there were some 50 drawing disbursement officers (DDOs) in the police system, who mainly supervise and handle salary disbursement to the city’s policemen. 


“Each DDO maintains at least two bank accounts in different areas,” added the official. “In this context one can say that there are some 100 branches of the bank only in Karachi that deal with police officials’ salary accounts.” 


He said the city police authorities appreciated the concern of the NBP’s management for the security of the policemen and accordingly conveyed their message even to the lowest levels in the department.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 01/12/2009)

MQM activist gunned down


KARACHI: Unidentified men gunned down a Muttahida Qaumi Movement activist in the wee hours of Monday in Raees Amrohi Colony, Orangi Town. As per the Iqbal Market police, Javed Aftab was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where doctors pronounced him dead. Aftab was an MQM worker and a resident of Shah Waliullah Nagar. Police have registered a case against Kalam and Kasa on the complaint of the victim’s brother and they are on the lookout for the culprits.


Separately, Akhtar Ali was stabbed to death on the second day of Eid during a clash with his neighbours over a personal dispute in Gulistan Colony, Miran Naka. As per Chakiwara DSP Sarwar Commando, the police arrested Nafees and Anis after they killed their neighbour and were trying to flee from the crime scene and a case has also been registered against them.


In a similar incident, Afsar Ali, 40, was stabbed to death by his relatives over a personal dispute in the Miran Naka area. As per the Chakiwara police, another person, namely Saeed, was also wounded in the incident. Police claimed to have arrested Hanif and his brother Hafeez for killing their relative and registered a case against them.


In another incident, Faryal Manzur was killed and his younger brother Akbar wounded over a petty issue in Sector 10, Orangi Town. As per the Mominabad police, the incident took place on the second day of Eid outside the victims’ house. A clash between the accused, namely Farooq, Umer, Usman and Anwar, and the victims erupted over an exchange of some snide comments while distributing meat of sacrificial animals. Subsequently, the accused hit the brothers with batons and stabbed Faryal to death, while Akbar suffered injuries. Police have booked and arrested the accused.
Body found: Police have found a tortured body of a young man from a garbage dump near Shah Waliullah Road. As per the Baghdadi police, Fateh Baloch was a resident of the Old Golimar area and was also a close aide of Lyari UC-10 Nazim and former Lyari Peace Committee president Rauf Baloch. Police suspect involvement of Lyari’s gangsters who had called Fateh a day before Eid and then killed him on the suspicion of being an informant.

(DailyTimes-B1, 01/12/2009)

Butcher killed for refusing to slaughter animals

The tortured body of a young butcher was recovered from Al-Falah Road, Bihar Colony, in the remit of Chakiwara police station.


The man’s body was shifted to Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK), where he was identified as Anwar, 26, son of Abdul Ghaffar, a resident of Bihar Colony. 


Police said that Anwar was missing since Tuesday evening and on Wednesday, his mutilated body was found near his residence.


Chakiwara police said that Anwar was probably stabbed to death soon after he left his house, adding that some unidentified culprits snatched around Rs25,000 from the deceased and on resistance, stabbed him to death.


The family members of the deceased alleged that Anwar was killed by the Lyari gangsters and suspected Mullah Latif, a top lieutenant of Rahman Dacoit, to be the killer. They alleged that as Anwar had refused to slaughter the gangsters’ sacrificial animals on Eid, they killed him to avenge what they took as an affront.


Family of the deceased said Anwar was kidnapped by the gangsters, who subjected him to brutal physical torture and even drilled holes into his body with a drilling machine.


“Even his heart was pierced with a drill, showing the extent of pain he endured before his death,” his family said.


They said that Anwar belonged to the Katchi community living in Lyari and the Lyari gangsters were at odds with them, his refusal to slaughter their sacrificial animals was considered a humiliation by them and they murdered him in a the most savage manner.


Chakiwara police have registered an FIR No 349/09 on the complaint of the victim’s father against unidentified persons and initiated a probe into the case. 


In the third instance, an unidentified elderly man was knocked to death while crossing the road in Manghopir in the limits of Pak Colony police station. 


Police officials said that the unidentified driver along with the vehicle managed to flee the scene. 


The body of the deceased was shifted to Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth, after legal formalities were completed.

(The News-13, 03/12/2009)
Lyari gunbattle leaves constable, pedestrian dead

KARACHI, Dec 3: A policeman and a pedestrian were killed in Lyari on Thursday when the ill-prepared police once again tried to establish their writ in the suspected gangsters’ safe havens. 


The law-enforcers, having repeatedly claimed that they had flushed out gangsters from Lyari, once again suffered a humiliating setback in the ensuing gunbattle. 


In an hours-long armed encounter, the outlaws shot dead the driver of a police armoured personnel carrier and wounded some of its occupants before the APC overturned and came to a halt. The police had, acting on a ‘tip-off’, raided a known hideout of criminals to arrest some most notorious ‘gangsters’, but returned with nearly half a dozen wounded colleagues. 


Though the police claimed having taken over the hideout, allegedly being used as a centre of drugs and gambling in the Baghdadi area, intense firing between the two sides left three women and two men wounded. A couple of rockets were also fired at the law-enforcers by the suspects. 

“The shootout erupted when a police party moving to raid a hideout in Baghdadi came under heavy fire near Madina Bakery,” said an official. “The raid had followed a tip-off which said that Umar Kachhi, wanted in more than a dozen cases of murder, robbery, kidnapping for ransom and police encounters, was inside the building, which houses a gambling den, along with a number of criminals including Rashid Rekha, a most notorious character of the Lyari gang warfare and close aide of the late Rehman Dakait.” 


An area resident and witness to the assault on police before they entered the narrow lanes of the area said that the armed law-enforcers were virtually trapped in the heavy firing from every corner near the Kamela bus stop in Baghdadi. By the time the shocked policemen regained their senses and called more force to back them up, an exchange of firepower between the two sides had left a 45-year-old area resident dead. The victim was later identified as Idrees Qureshi. Two policemen, including Sub-Inspector Asif Munawwar, the station house officer of the Baghdadi police station, were wounded in the shooting. 


Officials and witnesses said that minutes after the fresh contingent of the police force reached the affected spot, one of the APCs carrying about half a dozen policemen was targeted by the gangsters from an unknown direction and one of the bullets hit constable Yasin Ahmed, who was driving the vehicle. 


“The driver of the APC, who was posted at the Baghdadi police station, died on the spot. The vehicle hurtled into a sidewall and overturned. The incident caused injuries to three policemen named Muzaffar Iqbal, Muhammad Ayub and Sohail Khan,” said a Baghdadi police official. 


The densely populated area, abuzz with activity most of the time, turned into a battlefield in a few minutes. Businesses were immediately shuttered, residents rushed indoors but many passersby found themselves caught in the crossfire. Though most of them escaped unhurt, Rasheeda, 20, Jamna, 18, Qasim, 15, Habib Khan, 60, and Rukhsana, 40, sustained bullet wounds. 


“We have received two bodies and 10 injured, including six police constables and an officer,” said Dr Aftab Channar, a senior medico-legal officer at the Civil Hospital Karachi. “Some two to three policemen were injured when the APC overturned. Their other colleagues sustained bullet wounds.” 


He said two injured, 60-year-old Habib Khan and 40-year-old Rukhsana, sustained serious wounds and needed to be operated upon as they were hit by bullets in their abdomens. 


The fresh armed clash between the law-enforcers and the notorious gangs was the first such incident in two months and second after the death of Abdul Rehman Baloch, variously known as Rehman Bhai and Rehman Dakait, who was killed in a disputed police encounter in August. 


The last gunbattle, in October 2009, had left four people, including two policemen, dead in the Kalakot and Singhulane areas, which remained the epicentre of violence after an early morning raid on one of their hideouts led to the ruthless retaliation by the criminals. The police claimed that the criminals, too, had suffered heavy casualties and took away their dead and wounded accomplices while fleeing the spot. 


“There are several gangs operating in the area, and we have traced their key members,” said Ghulam Nabi Memon, the DIG (south). “Even today’s clash erupted when we were close to arresting Umer Kachhi and Rashid Rekha, but the severe shooting from the criminals foiled our plan. It means that the gangsters are well-armed and not ready to give up. So, one should be prepared for such a reaction to establish the government’s writ.” 


He said that for the last few months the gangs in Lyari were on the run and the police had penetrated the pockets which had been ‘no-go areas’ previously. Similarly, DIG Memon added, a number of key suspects had been arrested, which would help the law-enforcers to achieve more successes in the near future. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 04/12/2009)

Raid at gangsters’ hideout

Cop, pedestrian killed in Lyari violence

A police constable and a pedestrian were killed while several others were injured on Thursday when police conducted a raid and faced stiff resistance from armed criminals in Lyari, in the limits of Baghdadi police station.


During the clash, the gangsters also fired Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) that damaged an armoured personal carrier (APC) of the police and injured the policemen. Around six area residents, including women and children, also sustained bullet injuries in the crossfire.

Senior police officials claimed that a team of Baghdadi police, led by DSP Sarwar Commando and SHO Baghdadi Asif Munawar, raided the hideout of Umer Katchi, a notorious gangster associated, with Rahman Dakait


“When the police personnel entered Katchi’s gambling den near Madina Bakery, Nayaabad, armed gangsters started firing at them with automatic weapons that killed a Suzuki driver, Idrees, and injured area people,” officials said.


Reinforcements were immediately rushed to the trouble spot, including an APC but the heavily armed gangsters fired a RPG at the vehicle. As a result, the vehicle overturned, injuring the police personnel inside.


“As they were emerging from the overturned APC, the gangsters sprayed them with bullets, killing the driver of the APC, Yasin Awan, 22, and injuring SHO, Baghdadi, Asif Munawar, police personnel Muzaffar Abbas, Ayub, Sohail, Sagheer, and Ziaullah,” an official of Baghdadi police said.


DIG, South, Ghulam Nabi Memon, while confirming the incident said that the police conducted a raid after receiving information that two notorious gangsters, Umer Katchi and Rashid Rekha, were present there.

“The police successfully took over their den and also recovered arms and drugs but when they were returning, they were attacked by the gangsters who used automatic weapons and even fired RPGs on police party,” he said.


Sources at the Civil Hospital Karachi said that in addition to two dead bodies and the injured policemen, several civilians were also wounded in the armed clash.


“Habib Khan, 60, and Rukhsana, 42, received bullets in their abdomen while others including Rasheeda, 20, Jamna, 19, Qasim, 15, and Bashiran sustained bullet wounds,” the sources added.


No FIR was registered till the filing of this report. Meanwhile, area residents were confined to their homes due to the sporadic gunfire between the gangsters and the police and Rangers personnel.

(The News-13, 04/12/2009)
Rioting on University Road; two vehicles torched

A minibus and a private car were torched by miscreants on Main University Road on Thursday night, leading to a traffic gridlock as well as causing panic among the area residents.


SP Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Arib Mahar, confirmed that two vehicles were torched by the activists of a nationalist group, who had given a strike call for Friday adding that the armed men also resorted to heavy aerial firing to terrorise people.


Eyewitnesses said that the armed men stopped both the vehicles near Safari Park. After getting the commuters off the bus, they set the vehicles on fire. The entire area echoed with aerial firing, allegedly by the activists of a nationalist group.


Heavy contingents of police and Rangers reached the spot and controlled the situation but by the time businesses in the area were closed.


On the other hand, Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) office-bearers confirmed that their leader Bashir Khan Qureshi had given a strike call for Friday, adding that it would be peaceful.


“Our Senior Vice-Chairman, Akash Mallah, was abducted on November 7 by the security agencies and our leadership has given a strike call if he is not released,” JSQM leader Illahi Bux said.


Meanwhile, a JSQM worker, requesting anonymity confirmed that their activists torched both the vehicles and asked the shopkeepers to close their businesses on Friday and Saturday to make the strike successful.

“People here in Pakistan don’t pay attention to peaceful strike calls unless they are terrorised,” the activist said.

(The News-13, 04/12/2009)
2 killed in audacious attack on police convoy

Lyari gangsters declare war on police


KARACHI: Gangsters in Lyari attacked a police convoy on Thursday after the law enforcers were returning from a successful raid. The incident left two people dead and six injured.


According to Lyari Supervisory Police Officer Sarwar Commando, a police party raided a gambling den near Madina Bakery, Nayabad in Chakiwara police station limits. The den belonged to Umar Kachi, a commander of Rehman Dakait’s group.


While the police was returning from the successful raid, gangsters in Lyari opened fire on them and attacked with rockets and hand grenades. 


A rocket hit one of the armoured personnel carriers of the Baghdadi police station, injuring police personnel, constable Yaseen, Muzaffar, Ayub and Sohail, while a passer-by, Idrees, also sustained bullet injuries. The wounded were rushed to Civil Hospital Karachi where doctors pronounced Yaseen and Idrees dead.


According to the area residents, the police party had not only raided the den, but it had also barged into people’s houses, after which the people of the area had started protesting against the police, who had to resort to aerial firing to disperse the crowd. In retaliation, the gangsters attacked the police convoy and chased it, later attacking the Baghdadi police station.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 04/12/2009)

• Even children not spared • General among 40 dead

Carnage in Pindi army mosque as Taliban breach security

RAWALPINDI, Dec 4: Armed militants stormed a mosque during Friday prayers in Rawalpindi’s supposedly secure military residential area and killed at least 40 people, almost half of them children and five senior military officers, and wounded over eighty others before being gunned down by security forces. 


In what appeared to be one of the worst incidents of terrorism in recent years, militants opposed to Pakistan army’s operation against Al Qaeda and the Taliban touched a new low in their activities when they violated the sanctity of a mosque to kill and maim worshippers in cold blood. 


Besides 16 children, an army major general, a brigadier, two lieutenant colonels, a major and a number of soldiers were among those killed in a multi-pronged attack at the Parade Land Askari mosque that involved grenade throwing, firing from automatic guns and deadly explosions. The siege ended after two suicide bombers blew themselves up. 


Although mosques and imambargaghs have in the past been targeted by sectarian terrorists, this was the first time that such a such large number of children were gunned down by any militant group even though the apparent target were military officers offering Friday prayers in the community mosque. Most of the children were at the mosque along with their fathers or other relatives and belonged to military families, officials said. 


“Like every Friday my son had accompanied me to the mosque. Now he is dead and I am standing here in front of you,” said a highly disturbed elderly man, his clothes soaked in blood. 


As word spread about the terrorist attack in the city, scores of people gathered outside the Westridge area, but were prevented by military police and security personnel from going near the mosque as for many hours the situation in the area had remained volatile. It was late in the evening when authorities cleared the area and allowed the people to go in. 


A military spokesman said the dead included Major General Bilal Umer, Brigadier Abdul Rauf, Lt-Col Mansoor Saeed, Lt-Col Fakhr and Major Zahid. 


Several senior serving and retired military officers were also among the injured. They included a former vice chief of the army staff, Gen Muhammad Yousuf (retd) (also known as Gen Joe), a brigadier, a colonel and a couple of majors. 


As anger and sadness gripped Rawalpindi and rest of the country, a top leader of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the brazen attack. The head of TTP’s South Waziristan operations, Waliur Rehman, told the BBC that militants loyal to his organisation had carried out the attack on the mosque. 


The chief military spokesman, Major General Athar Abbas, condemned the incident and described it as a work of anti-state terrorists whose sanctuaries have been destroyed by the military in the tribal areas. 

He said the same group was now using their remaining assets in cities to terrorise the nation. 


The ISPR chief told DawnNews that authorities would investigate if there was any serious breach. 


Security in areas housing military installations or residences had been beefed up manifold in recent weeks, particularly after the audacious attack on the General Headquarters in October. 


Resident told Dawn nearly 150 people, including women and children, were offering their prayers when a group of four militants scaled a high brick wall of the mosque by using a small ladder, landing among the worshippers. 


An injured man said one of the attackers first threw hand grenades into the worshipers. A deafening boom followed. Later there were two more explosions, followed by machinegun fire. 


Gunfire, mayhem 


Ali, a witness, said another attacker started firing randomly into the mosque, creating mayhem among worshippers. He said he saw wounded people lying in the courtyard of the mosque. A large number of shoes dripped with blood were scattered all around in the mosque premises. 


Security sources said that the group of militants who attacked the mosque had come on a car bearing Islamabad’s registration, defying all security checks and they were spotted scaling the mosque’s wall by some children playing in a nearby ground. 


At least seven handgrenades, two national identity cards, two sports bags and some documents were found from the boot of the grey colour car the militants had used to come there. 

Officials later said the dark grey colour Toyota car that militants used to travel to the Parade Lane had a fake registration plate of Islamabad, which in fact was that of a white colour car. 
(By Mohammad Asghar, Dawn-1, 05/12/2009)

Nurse found strangled in hospital staff colony

KARACHI, Dec 4: A senior nurse was found strangled in her staff colony apartment of the Kulsum Bai Valika Social Security Hospital in SITE in the early hours of Friday with her hands and feet tied and face wrapped in pieces of cloth. 


The killing of 58-year-old Sakina Bibi, associated with the provincial government health facility for more than two decades, left no clue for the police as well as her family members, but they were sure that no robbery attempt was behind the strangulation of the woman, who lived alone. 

“It’s simply a planned murder executed by an unprofessional killer,” said Sub-Inspector Rao Rafiq, the SHO of the SITE-A police station. “When neighbours smelled a stench from her apartment, they informed us and we sent over a police party that forced its way into the apartment. The police found the woman lying dead on the floor with her hands and feet tied with pieces of cloth and face also wrapped in cloth. A piece of cloth was also stuffed in the mouth.” 


Another official associated with the police station’s investigation section said the police thoroughly searched the ground-floor apartment and found everything in order, with no trace of robbery. 


“We found even some cash and valuables untouched,” he said. “We have collected a few items from the home to obtain fingerprints and sealed the flat for further investigation.” 


Though the relatives of the victim disallowed an autopsy of the body at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, the police registered a case (FIR 872/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of Sakina Bibi’s paternal cousin, Malik Mastoor Hussain. 


“We are clueless about the motive for the murder,” Mr Hussain told Dawn. “We avoided a post-mortem examination of the body as we believe bodies are not respected during such examinations. She was divorced many years ago and had no issue.” 


He said that like other family members and relatives, he also was unsure about the motive for her murder, as the woman was a mild-mannered person, who had no personal enmity with anyone. 


The police suspected that the victim was killed by persons who knew Sakina Bibi. The administration of the health facility said she was a senior member of the hospital and was highly respected among the staff. 


“She was designated as senior aid nurse,” said Dr Captain Akhtar Butt, the medical superintendent of the Kulsum Bai Valika Social Security Hospital. “There are some 80 flats in our staff colony and it’s first such incident registered since the hospital came into being decades ago. We can’t speculate at this point as the police are trying to determine the motive and track down the person behind the murder.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 05/12/2009)

Lyari tense on second day

Citizen killed by gangster

Gangsters completely overtook Lyari as till late Friday night they were firing at will in Baghdadi and Kalakot areas and a citizen, Salamat, alias Maama, was killed as a result of their wantonness.


According to the SHO, Kalakot, Haji Sanaullah, the deceased was the resident of a house on Shah Abdul Latif Bhattai Road, Baghdadi area, and was a driver by profession. Late Friday night, he went out to make some purchases. While he was on the Sheedi Village Road, Kalakot, armed Lyari gangsters shot and killed Salamat and fled the scene. 


A case was registered at the relevant police station.


Meanwhile, tension prevailed in different parts of Lyari on Friday morning where markets and shops were closed following a clash between the gangsters and police on Thursday. The clash led to the killing of two persons, including a police constable and left 10 people injured. Regarding the fierce gun-battle with the remaining accomplices of the late Rehman Dakait, Baghdadi and Kalri police have registered FIRs. 


The SHO, Kalri, Asim-ur-Rehman, lodged an FIR in which he stated that he was patrolling in the area, when information was received that Lyari gangsters Shahzad, alias Comrade, Rashid, alias Reekha, Umar Katchi, Qadir, alias Dakait, Shahid Bazenjo and others were present in Nayabad, Kalri. He, along with his team conducted a raid. On reaching the site, the gangsters opened fire on them.


He added that the police retaliated and an encounter ensued. Due to the indiscriminate firing by the gangsters, Jumna, M Qasim, Rukhsana, and Rasheeda, who were sitting outside their houses, were injured. Kalri police have lodged an FIR.


In a separate case, the three day old body of a newborn boy was found from the Mehmoodabad police limits. Police sources said that the deceased was only a day old and unidentified persons had dumped his body in Mehmoodabad graveyard, where dogs and other animals had mauled him.

(The News-13, 05/12/2009)
Four held, two vehicles torched in JSQM strike

Some parts of the city remained tense owing to the strike call given by Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) Basheer Khan Qureshi Group for the recovery of their senior vice chairman who was allegedly picked up by the security forces personnel.


Complete strike was witnessed in Gulshan and Gadap towns and markets and shops remained closed in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Sachal, Gadap and Gulistan-i-Jauhar areas.


According to police and party sources, JSQM had informed the government circles concerned that their Senior Vice Chairman Aakash Mallah was missing for the past few days, and they suspected that the security forces personnel had abducted him. When no response came regarding Mallah’s recovery, the party gave a strike call for Friday.


Violence had gripped some pockets of Karachi since Thursday night and some violent incidents were reported from Gulshan and Gadap towns. Unidentified people torched vehicles in Gulshan-e-Iqbal and pelted the passing vehicles with stones. However, police managed to control the situation after resistance. A mini-bus (JE-0577) and the car of an employee of a private entertainment TV channel were torched. 


Some pockets of the city remained closed on Friday morning, which included Sachal Goth, Ayub Goth, Safoora Goth, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Malir, Gulshan-e- Hadeed, Gadap, Malir, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and Bin Qasim.


Vehicular traffic was suspended from NIPA to Mosimiyat and miscreants forced shopkeepers to close shops. A large number of commuters were seen waiting for public transport, while some private vans transported the commuters on exorbitant fares. 


Some armed men resorted to aerial firing on University Road and torched tyres. Later, a heavy contingent of police came at the scene and after some resistance arrested four JSQM activists, including Sher Khan. Rioting cases were lodged at different police stations of Gulshan Town. 

(The News-14, 05/12/2009)
Property dealer, guard shot dead in Defence

KARACHI, Dec 5: A property dealer and his security guard were gunned down at a Sunset Boulevard traffic signal in the Defence Housing Authority on Saturday, police said. 


The double murder was witnessed by dozens of people on the road when 57-year-old Pervez Raees and his 30-year-old guard Rehmat Ali were attacked as their 2,000cc car, going towards the Submarine intersection, was waiting for the traffic light to turn green near the Defence Central Library. 


“Pervez was returning home in the car, driven by his chauffeur Irshad,” said Sub-Inspector Rao Khalid, the SHO of the Defence police station. “As the car stopped at the traffic signal near the library, a man from another car pulled up behind Pervez’s vehicle, got off, dashed to the car and fired multiple shots.” 


Another officer associated with the police station’s investigation section, who visited the crime-scene after the shooting, said the attacker used an AK-47 assault rifle, and a few casings of spent bullets were found on the main road. 


“Pervez was sitting in the rear seat while the guard was in the front seat of the car with the driver,” he said. “Pervez seemed to be the attacker’s only target but they killed Rehmat to avoid retaliation. The driver, Irshad, escaped unhurt. He rushed the victims to a nearby private hospital, but both of them had died before reaching the health facility.” 


He said the number of the people riding in the car, which was following Mr Pervez, was not clear but it was established that the two victims were attacked by a single gunman. 


“The investigations are in the initial stage as we have not yet registered an FIR and are waiting for the victim’s burial,” said Rao Khalid, the Defence police station SHO. “The initial probe suggests that Pervez was associated with a property related business and had disputes with several persons. It is not known what the nature of those disputes was. He was threatened several times and his killing seems a part of the same history.” 


Road accident 

A 53-year-old motorcyclist was crushed to death by a hit-and-run driver on the National Highway near the Port Qasim, the police said. 


They said the victim, later identified as Muhammad Farooq, was hit by a heavy vehicle on the main National Highway near Gate 1 of the Port Qasim. However, even after several hours of the accident, the investigators were clueless about the vehicle that had hit Farooq. 


“The area where the accident occurred is an isolated place and we came to know about the accident from the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the body of the victim was taken by some passersby,” said Sub-Inspector Ghulam Rasool Sial, the SHO of the Bin Qasim police station. 


“The victim was an employee of Pakistan Steel and riding a motorcycle (KDG-0581) when he was hit in the rear as suggested by the motorbike’s structure after the accident,” he added. “He was a resident of Federal B Area. We have registered an FIR (212/2009) under Section 320 (punishment for qatl-i-khata by rash or negligent driving) of the Pakistan Penal Code against an unknown driver on behalf of the state.” 


In another road accident, a trailer truck hit a motorcycle and killed one of its two riders on the main Northern Bypass, police said. 


They said though the police arrested the driver and seized the trailer, initial inquiries suggested that the accident was not a result of a fault of the heavy vehicle. 


“Witnesses told us that Ali Muhammad, riding the 70cc motorbike, was crossing the Northern Bypass near Laasi Goth, located along the bypass,” said an official at the Gulshan-i-Maymar police station. “The trailer was coming from the Hub end at a fast speed and it was not a proper place to cross onto such a sensitive road, where heavy vehicles run at a high speed.” 


He said the miscalculation by the motorbike driver drove them in front of the trailer (Z-4479 ) driven by Naik Meer. 

“48-year-old Ali Muhammad died on the spot while his co-rider Hameed Ali, both residents of Laasi Goth, sustained serious injuries,” said the official. “We have seized the vehicle and registered an FIR (165/2009) under Section 320 of the PPC against the driver.” 
(Dawn-13, 06/12/2009)

18 police officials acquitted in Mir Murtaza Bhutto murder case

Eighteen police officials alleged to be involved in the murder of slain chairman of Pakistan People’s Party-Shaheed Bhutto (PPP-SB) Mir Murtaza Bhutto and his comrades were acquitted in the court of Additional District and Session Judge (ADSJ)-East Aftab Ahmed Khan on Saturday.


In his short order, the judge acquitted the then-deputy inspector general (DIG) Police Shoaib Suddle, Intelligence Bureau Director General Masood Sharif Khattak, Senior Superintendent Police (SSP) Wajid Durrani, Assistant Superintendent Police (ASP) Shahid Hayat, ASP Rai Tahir, Napier Station House Officer (SHO) Agha Jamil, Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Abdul Basit, Sub Inspector (SI) Shabbir Qaimkhani, Head Constable (HC) Faisal Hafeez, HC Raja Hameed, and police constables Ghulam Shabbir, Zulfiqar Ahmed, Zakir Mehmood, Zafar Iqbal, Gulzar Khan, Ghulam Mustafa, Muslim Shah and Ahmed. 


Barring Shabbir Qaimkhani, who had gone for Hajj, all the accused appeared in court. The accused had previously been granted bail, but now were exonerated from charges. The reason for the acquittal of all accused would be recorded later, and the detailed judgment would be released shortly, informed court officials. 


Attorney of Mir Murtaza Bhutto, Omar Sial, however said that they could lodge an appeal in the Sindh High Court, after consulting with the high-command of the party and families of party workers. 


The judge observed during proceedings on Saturday that while Mir Murtaza Bhutto and his entourage were murdered, there were lots of loopholes and gaps, either on the part of investigation or the prosecution. He said that adequate incriminating evidence was not forthcoming to convict all the accused. The judge further observed said that the presence of police officials was shown in the evidence, but there was certainly a lapse either on the part of investigation and prosecution which failed to establish the evidence. The judge accepted that low-ranking police officials were on the site of crime, but since no identification parade was conducted, it was impossible to pinpoint the accused. 


Mir Murtaza Bhutto, Ashiq Hussain Jatoi, Sajjad Haider Ghagro, Wajahat Hussain Jokhio, Abdus Sattar Rajpar, Yar Mohammed Baloch, Abdul Rahim Barohi, Bachal Ujjan lost their lives on September 20, 1996, when a police party had opened fire on Bhutto’s entourage near 70 Clifton. Four PPP-SB workers, including Dr Mazhar Memon, Asghar Ali, Mohammed Ayaz Dayo and Mohammed Ismail, sustained injuries. Two police officials, ASP Shahid Hayat and SHO Haq Nawaz Sial were injured at the time. 


A case was subsequently registered on the complaint of Noor Mohammed, a servant of 70 Clifton, against all police officials of the Clifton Police station under Pakistan Penal Code sections 302 (premeditated murder), 148 (rioting and armed with deadly weapon), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object) 120 201, 193/218, 302 (premeditated murder) and 324(attempt to murder).


It is worth remembering that a total of 23 men were nominated as accused in the case. Apart from the 18 acquitted on Saturday, two of the accused — SHO Haq Nawaz Sial and Inspector Zeeshan Kazmi — were killed during the course of court proceedings, while Abdullah Shah, the then Sindh chief minister, died a natural death during this time as well. Kazmi and Shah had both been declared absconders. Two of the accused in the case — President Asif Ali Zardari and Shakaib Qureshi — had been exonerated in 2008. In total, there were 223 witnesses, but the prosecution examined 73 witnesses. 


All the accused police officials, now posted at senior positions, were brought to court amidst tight security. Security arrangements had been reinforced on the directions of ADSJ Khan, with senior police officials claiming that they had to obey orders of “foolproof arrangements”. A heavy contingent of police was deployed at all gates of the court, while special police commandos were positioned in the corridors of the courts. Entrants to the court premises were body checked at all gates, while journalists were also initially not allowed to enter court premises. 


The verdict was announced at about 9am, with pin drop silence observed at the time the judgement was announced. As soon the judge announced his verdict, most of the accused burst into tears and embraced each other. They immediately left the court premises from the back gate under the cover of strict security.


Only a handful of the lawyers were present in court; these included Karachi Bar Association Secretary General Naeem Qureshi, lawyer of the accused, Chaudhry Iftikhar, Deputy Public Prosecutor Mazhar Qayyum, Zainab Hamiran and Afzal Soomro. Qazi Asharaf, counsel of Wajid Ali Durrani, and Adam Bin Jaffery, lawyer of accused Abdul Basit, were in absentia. 


The case was concluded after a span of 13 years, but the recent hastening of proceedings were in line with the new national judicial policy, in which Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Iftikhar Mohammed Chaudhry had categorically directed judges to dispose of all pending cases within the stipulated time. During the proceedings, ADSJ Khan consistently stated that he had to report to the CJP and would conduct a trial every week.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 06/12/2009)
Property dealer, guard shot dead

A property dealer and his gunmen were shot dead on Saturday in a target killing. 


Pervez Raees Siddiki, 55, along with his gunman Rehmatullah, 35, of the Frontier Constabulary was shot dead by armed men in Defence Housing Authority on Saturday afternoon when he was going to his office in his car (ASG-934).


When the two reached near Masjid-i-Abu Bakar, Sunset Boulevard, four armed men riding a car opened indiscriminate fire on them with Kalashnikovs due to which both Siddiki and Rehmatullah sustained serious injuries. The culprits fled from the scene.

Later, area people informed the police and rescuers who rushed the injured persons to the hospital. However, Siddiki succumbed to his injuries on the way, while Rehmatullah died during treatment. 


Investigators described the incident as a target killing and said that the deceased was a well known builder and property dealer. He was residing in a bungalow situated at Sunset Street No-5, Phase-II, DHA and was running his office in Phase-III, DHA.


Earlier on November 25, Siddiki was kidnapped by unidentified persons but was released after two days. Defense police station had registered an FIR against unidentified persons in this regard. He had told the police a few days ago that he was receiving threats on his life from some persons. The deceased is survived by three children. 


The bodies were handed over to the legal hires after medical formalities were completed. 


Meanwhile, a bandit was injured in an encounter with the police in Saeedabad police limits. According to police, two armed bandits were robbing pedestrians in Mowach Goth area, when a police party challenged them. An encounter ensued during which Faisal, a bandit, got injured. A pistol and snatched cell phones were recovered from him. However, his accomplice fled under the cover of fire. 


MISHAPS: Mohammed Farooq, 40, a resident of Federal B. Area was critically injured when his motorcycle was hit by a speeding car at Port Qasim Interchange. Farooq succumbed to his injuries on his way to the hospital.


In a similar accident, Mohammed Ali, 50, died when his motorcycle was hit by a speeding trailer at the Northern Bypass near Hamdard University. 

(The News-14, 06/12/2009)
Muttahida worker shot dead in Lyari

KARACHI, Dec 6: An activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was gunned down in the Nawabad locality of Lyari within the remit of the Kalri police station on Sunday, police said. 


They said that 40-year-old Zubair Hasan Patni was targeted near Mama Hotel by two unknown assailants. He was standing with his friends near the hotel where the two assailants riding a motorcycle came close to him, fired multiple shots with a TT pistol and fled. 


The police said that the victim sustained seven bullet wounds on his head, face and chest. He died on the spot. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital for a post-mortem examination. 


While the police appeared reluctant to divulge the victim’s political affiliation, the MQM said in a statement that he was a member of the MQM Agra Taj sector and an employee of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. 


However, the police said that a connection between the killing and the Lyari gang warfare could not be ruled out. 


“They all are linked to different gangs operating in Lyari one way or the other,” said Kalri SHO Sub-Inspector Asim-ur-Rehman. “The victim’s family denied his association with any criminal or gang, but further investigation could help ascertain a motive behind the murder,” he added. 


The police registered a case (FIR 282/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother against Badshah Khan and his two sons, Fahim and Hamid.Meanwhile, MQM chief Altaf Hussain has expressed deep grief and sorrow over the killing of Zubair Patni, adds APP. 


The MQM coordination committee strongly condemned the killing and termed it an attempt to disturb peace in the city. 
(Dawn-13, 07/12/2009)

Two vehicles set ablaze, petrol pump ransacked

KARACHI, Dec 6: A passenger coach and a car were set on fire near Gulshan-i-Hadeed on the National Highway when Rangers personnel tried to chase a suspected miscreant while a procession of political activists was on its way to the Karachi Press Club to join the main rally organised in connection with the Sindhi Topi Day on Sunday. 


According to officials, hundreds of activists and supporters of various political and nationalist parties had started assembling near Gulshan-i-Hadeed for their onward journey to the KPC. The police and Rangers personnel were deployed along the route of the procession to ensure peace and security. 


An official at the Steel Town police station said that during the watch and ward duty, some Rangers men intercepted one of the participants of the rally who was indulging in objectionable acts and harsh remarks against the security personnel. 


The Rangers personnel’s act of chasing the man infuriated some other rally participants and they began raising slogans against the security forces. As the situation grew tense, miscreants set fire to a coach and a car. 


“A mob intercepted the Muslim Coach bearing registration number P-7540 and set it on fire. Then they turned to a car parked at the Najam petrol pump with intention to attack it,” said a police official. 


He said the charged activists ransacked the petrol pump and tried to set it on fire but timely intervention by the law-enforcement agencies foiled their attempt. 

SSP of Bin Qasim Town Ashraf Zubair said no arrest had been made but an FIR of the incident would be registered against those responsible for the law and order situation 


Two guards ‘kidnapped’ 

The Sohrab Goth police registered a case against an alleged land-grabber on Sunday for kidnapping two private security guards. The guards were posted to protect a piece of land in Gulshan-i-Maymar area. 


Police officials said that the suspected land-grabber, Noor Mohammad Burfat, led several hundred people to storm the five-acre piece of land guarded by some half a dozen private security guards employed by Ziaul Islam Security Agency. 


The official said that the intruders kidnapped the guards, demolished a portion of the boundary wall and snatched weapons of two guards before kidnapping them. 


“The land belongs to the Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society and was retrieved by police from land-grabbers only last month on a Sindh High Court order. Two policemen were injured when the land-grabbers resisted the daylong operation,” said an official at the Sohrab Goth police station. 


“We came to know about the kidnapping when the management of the security agency approached the police station and brought this to our notice. We are looking for the guards identified as Alladin and Deen Mohammad,” he said. 


The police, later, lodged an FIR (864/2009) under Sections 147 (punishment for rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence), 342 (punishment for wrongful confinement), 395 (punishment for dacoity), 427 (mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty rupees), 447 (Punishment for criminal trespass) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against Noor Muhammad Burfat and his associates. 
(Dawn-13, 07/12/2009)

Passenger kills ‘bandit’

KARACHI, Dec 6: A private security guard shot dead a suspected bandit who along with his two accomplices was busy looting passengers of a moving minibus within the remit of the SITE-B police station on Sunday, police and witnesses said. 


They said three suspects boarded the route N-4 minibus from the Shahi Masjid bus stop and two of them blocked the vehicle’s doors. They asked the driver not to stop the vehicle and one of the suspects started depriving passengers of their cash, cellphones and valuables. 


A private security guard, 42-year-old Hashim, son of Allah Ditta, who was among the passengers told Dawn that before turning to him the bandit armed with a dagger had already looted some six to seven passengers and was about to do the same with the person seated besides him. “But he was alarmed upon seeing the .30-bore pistol I usually keep with me,” he said, explaining that he carried the licensed pistol while going to his workplace and on his return home. 

“The panicked bandit asked me to hand over the gun to him and then tried to snatch it. I resisted and he attacked me with his dagger. However, he fell down during the scuffle and I fired a single shot in self-defence.” 


The suspect sustained a fatal wound in the abdomen. The other suspects fled in panic, the guard said. 


Area people complained that the incidents of snatching cash and mobile phones from passengers of moving vehicles on this route had been on the rise for several months. 


“It is for the third time in a month that I encountered with bandits in a bus,” said Hashmatullah, one of the passengers of the N-4 minibus. 


The police shifted the body to the Civil Hospital for a post-mortem examination. The deceased was identified as Ghani-ur-Rehman, 32. 


SHO of the SITE-B police station Sub-Inspector Rao Rafiq told Dawn that the security guard, who was returning home after performing his night duty at an industrial unit, was detained until the police verified his account of the incident and also the licence of his pistol. 


The police later registered a case (FIR 882/2009) under Sections 324 (attempt to commit qatl-i-amad), 392 (punishment for robbery), 393 (attempt to commit robbery) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against the suspects on the complaint of Hashim. 
(Dawn-13, 07/12/2009)

Bandit killed by passenger

Thirty-year-old Ghani-ur-Rehman, who was a bandit, was killed by a civilian in the SITE-A Section police limits. The police said that on Sunday afternoon, two bandits boarded an N-4 minibus and hijacked it near Khyber Chowk, Bawani Chali, SITE-A.


While the bandits were robbing the passengers, another passenger, Hashim, who is a retired Army man shot and killed one of them with his licensed pistol, while the other bandit fled from the spot.

The local police reached the area and shifted the killed suspect to a hospital, where he was identified as Ghani-ur-Rehman, a resident of Metroville, SITE, who was wanted by the police for robbery cases.

MISHAPS: Two people were killed in separate mishaps reported in the city on Sunday.

Thirty-five-year-old Jamrez Khan,a conductor of a minibus of route W-55, was standing at the entrance of the bus when his foot slipped, and he was crushed under the wheels of the bus. The deceased was a married man and a resident of Banaras.


In a separate case, 34-year-old Asif was run over by a speeding unidentified car while he was crossing Mauripur Road. The police said that the deceased was a resident of New Karachi and worked as a labourer in a private firm situated in the Shershah Industrial area.

(The News-20, 07/12/2009)
Gun misuse

PAKISTAN’S gun culture and the worsening security situation are feeding off each other in a disturbing manner. Both have their roots in earlier governments’ misguided policies. The state’s errors of omission and commission during the 1980s contributed significantly to the country’s now being awash in countless illegal arms. More recently, the state’s failure to protect the lives and property of its citizens has had the effect of promoting the ownership of arms. Citizens now face all manner of threats from terrorist attacks to other criminal activity; many ensure they have weapons for their own protection. Meanwhile, the country’s security apparatus is under direct attack by militant and terrorist groups and is consequently less circumspect while pulling the trigger.


The danger is reflected in two cases where guns were grossly misused. On Nov 25 in Peshawar, personnel riding an FC vehicle loosed off what a spokesperson called “speculative fire” on a private car. Presuming he was under attack, the car’s driver accelerated. The FC personnel then opened fire, later maintaining that they aimed for the tyres. In fact the bullets hit the car’s driver and his seven-year-old niece, whose injuries were so severe that one of her legs had to be amputated with doctors struggling to save the other. The FC spokesman stated that though maximum restraint was exercised, in the current war-like situation such incidents could occur. Meanwhile, in Lahore, aerial firing during a wedding left two young men dead, while an elderly man was shot dead under similar circumstances at another wedding. These cases represent the extremes of gun misuse. There is a need to counter the gun culture by reducing the number of arms available; but this must be accompanied by security for the citizens and extreme caution on the part of the law-enforcement agencies.

(Dawn-7, 08/12/2009)

Property dealer shot dead

KARACHI, Dec 7: Assailants shot dead a property dealer in his apartment in Lines Area within the remit of the Brigade police station on Monday, police said. 


They said that the victim, Syed Shahid Hussain Naqvi, 45, was sleeping in his third-floor apartment in Lines Area when at around 10.30am someone knocked at the door. When his son, Rizwan, opened the door, an armed man forced his way into the apartment. 


The intruder locked Rizwan and the victim’s sister and his niece, who were also present in the apartment, in a separate room. In the meantime, two more suspects entered the apartment and went straight to the room where Mr Shahid was asleep, shot a single bullet in the head and escaped. The man died on the spot, the police said. They said that the victim’s wife and their two children were not present at the time of incident as they were in school. 


The police said that it was not an incident of robbery since the suspects did not touch anything in the apartment. 

They said that the deceased was associated with the property business in Scheme 33 and an active office-bearer of the Hafiz Cooperative Housing Society. He was also a member of the executive committee of the Pasban-i-Aza. 


A case (FIR 531/2009) was registered by the Brigade police station under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s son, Rizwan Naqvi, against three unknown suspects.

(Dawn-13, 08/12/2009)

PPP activist killed

A Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) activist was killed on Monday. Shahid Naqvi, 45, was shot dead by armed men in the Brigade police limits. Police said that three armed men wearing masks entered his flat situated in the Commissioner Housing Society, made the family members hostage at gunpoint and asked for Naqvi. In the meantime, Naqvi came out of his room. The suspects shot him in the head killing him on the spot and fled. Police said that Naqvi was a PPP activist and also a member of Pasban-i-Aaza Central Committee. He was an estate agent by profession. The investigators termed the incident as target killing. 


BODY FOUND: A body bearing torture marks was found from the bushes situated in the Manghopir police limits. Police said that the deceased was identified as Sami Rehman, 21. 


MISHAPS: Ashraf Qadri, 28, was crushed to death by a speeding car in the Mauripur police limits, while he was crossing the road.

In a separate incident, a dumper and a passenger bus collided near Lucky Charhai, killing an unidentified young man in Mauripur. In yet another incident, Sajjad, 22, was crushed to death by a speeding car in the Defence area. Police said that Sajjad was crossing the road near Yasrab Imambargah, situated in Phase-IV, DHA, when an unidentified speeding car crushed him to death and injured a motorcyclist, Amir Ayub.

(The News-14, 08/12/2009)
Visiting FC man gunned down

KARACHI, Dec 8: An official of the Frontier Constabulary was shot dead outside his under-construction house in Landhi on Tuesday, police said. 


The Quaidabad police said that 35-year-old Gul Malik was supervising the ongoing work on his house “Gulshan-i-Bunair”, located near Rehri Goth, when two armed men riding a motorbike pulled up, fired at him and fled. 

“He was hit by a couple of bullets in the head and the abdomen,” said an official at the Quaidabad police station, adding that the wounds proved fatal. 


The police official said that the victim hailed from Swat. He was currently posted in Abbotabad. “He came to Karachi only a couple of days ago to supervise the construction work, as he was planning to get settled here in Karachi,” the police official said. 


The victim left a widow and two children. 


The police believed that the murder was a result of a personal enmity, because initial findings of the probe suggested that the victim had several disputes within the family. “We have got some crucial clues, which may lead to an arrest or two within the next few hours,” said Sub-Inspector Malik Amir, the SHO of the Quaidabad police station. 

“When we talked to the victim’s family, they admitted the fact that Gul Malik’s life was under threat and they suggested to him not to visit Karachi under such circumstances.” 


After medico-legal formalities carried out at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, the police registered a case (FIR No 473/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) on the complaint of the victim’s brother-in-law, Mohammad Ali. 


Man killed, friend wounded 


A 45-year-old man was shot dead and his friend was seriously wounded in an attack carried out by a motorcycle rider in Korangi No 5¾ C area on Tuesday, police and witnesses said. 


The police said Naeem Qureshi alias Pappu and his friend Bashir, 42, were standing at a street corner when the assailant opened fire on them and escaped. 


“Naeem was hit by two bullets and died on the spot, while Bashir was hit by a single bullet in the chest,” said an official at the Awami Colony police station. “Both the dead and the wounded were shifted to the JPMC.” 


Doctors said that Bashir was still not out of danger. 


Though the police remained clueless about the motive and the identity of the assailant, the Afaq Ahmed faction of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement (Haqiqi) claimed that the deceased Naeem Qureshi was the paternal uncle of their worker Noman Qureshi. 


“He had been receiving death threats for the last several days,” said a party spokesman in a statement. “Noman is an active member of Unit 76 of our organisational structure and was forced to leave the area several years ago, when the government launched an unannounced operation against the party workers and well-wishers.” 


The father of five, Naeem was employed with a leather industrial unit in the Korangi Industrial Area. 


The family initially refused to lodge any case. “But we have managed to convince them and they’ve agreed to come up with a proper complaint to lodge the FIR,” said Sub-Inspector Zawar Hussain, SHO of the Awami Colony police station.

(Dawn-13, 09/12/2009)

Two ‘robbers’ killed in shoot-out with police

KARACHI, Dec 9: A police party patrolling in the Lines Area chased and gunned down two suspected dacoits when they were fleeing on a motorcycle after snatching cellphones, cash and valuables from people standing at a bus stop on Wednesday, officials said. 


Though the two alleged bandits remained unidentified, police said both of them were later recognised by the people who had been robbed of cash and valuables while they were waiting for public transport at the Khudadad Colony bus stop. 


“It’s an early morning incident,” said Sub-Inspector Gul Baig, the SHO of the Brigade police station. “Our routine patrolling party was flagged down by a few people at the Khudadad Colony bus stop and told about a motorcycle, driven by a young man carrying a burqa-clad pillion-rider.” 


However, he said, the people said that both were armed men and had just deprived them of cellphones and cash. One of the robbery victims, Shahzad, said the two bandits had also snatched from him a computer hard drive he was carrying to install into his office machine. 


“As the mobile van, led by an assistant sub-inspector, turned to chase the two bandits, the suspect put their motorcycle on a wrong track of the road in an attempt to escape,” he added. “However, our men kept driving despite multiple shots were fired on them by one of the gunmen. The police finally spotted the suspects near the Jail Chowrangi.” 


As the two bandits lost control of the motorbike after the police party retaliated, they fell down on the main road between New Town and the Central Jail roundabouts, added the official. 

“One of the bandits ran while firing on the police, and the other kept standing and firing shots,” said Sub-Inspector Baig. “The policemen returned fire, hitting the two bandits, who died on the spot. A large number of people and passers-by witnessed the encounter and the way policemen escaped unhurt in the shootout.” 


As the two bodies were shifted to Civil Hospital Karachi for medico-legal formalities, the police seized two TT pistols, cash and the hard disk the suspects had allegedly snatched minutes before the encounter. 


Security guard shot dead 

A security guard of an industrial unit in a Korangi locality was gunned down on Wednesday when he resisted an armed robbery attempt, police said. They said 60-yar-old Mukarram Khan was employed as a security guard on the night shift at an industrial unit in the Korangi Industrial Area. 


“In the early hours of Wednesday, Mukarram Khan spotted two armed men who tried to enter the warehouse of the facility,” said an official at the Korangi Industrial Area police station. “As he challenged them, one of the suspects opened fire on the security guard, hitting him in the head.” 


However, he said, the incident forced the two men to escape in panic without taking anything away. After medico-legal formalities at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, the police registered a case (FIR 914/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) against unidentified killers. 


Family feud victim 


A 57-year-old man was shot dead in Baldia Town in the early hours of Wednesday when allegedly his two relatives opened fire on him in front of his home, police said. 


They said the victim, Wazeer Khan, was the resident of Swat Colony in Baldia Town. He was targeted outside his home when he was returning from a sitting called by the elders to settle some family disputes. The victim received two bullets in the chest and was rushed to a nearby private hospital, where he died during treatment. 


“The victim’s younger brother Khan Muhammad has admitted that they had some kind of enmity within the family, and blames some relatives for the murder,” said an official at the Baldia Town police station. “He has nominated a man named Kalay Khan in the FIR (248/2009) lodged at the police station under Sections 302, 324 (attempted murder) and 34 of the PPC.” 
(Dawn-13, 10/12/2009)

Two bandits killed by police

Three people including two bandits were killed in separate incidents reported in the city on Wednesday. Two unidentified bandits were killed during a brief encounter with the Bridge police. SHO Brigade, Gul Baig Periyo said that, on Wednesday afternoon, a patrolling mobile of the Brigade police received information that armed robbers were looting a citizen in Khudad Colony. 


On receiving the information the patrolling mobile rushed towards the area and on reaching there the victim, Hashmi told the police that the accused fled towards the New M.A. Jinnah Road. The police then, alongwith the complainant Hashmi, rushed towards the bandits and intercepted them near the Jail Chowrangi.


On seeing the police the bandits opened fire, which was retaliated by the police and an encounter ensued between them. The police after a brief encounter held both the suspects in an injured condition with a recovery of two TT pistols, a motorcycle with the registration number KAR-4148, a snatched cellphone, and the bag and money which belonged to Hashmi.


The injured bandits on their way to the hospital succumbed to their injuries. The killed bandits were unidentified. Moreover, when the police had inquired about the motorcycle it was found to be cleared from all records. However, regarding the robbery attempt with Hashmi a case was lodged at the Brigade police station, while the encounter FIR was lodged by the New Town police station. Further probe is underway.


In a separate case, Mukaram Khan, 67, was shot dead by armed men in the Korangi Industrial Area (KIA) police limits. Police sources said that the deceased was a watchman by profession and perform duty at a leather factory situated in Sector-7A, KIA. 


On late Tuesday-Wednesday night, while he was present on duty, unidentified armed men shot and killed Khan. During the investigation it was found that the deceased was a spiritual healer and operated on cancer patients. Moreover, it was found that two unidentified persons broke into the factory and took Mukaram Khan outside of his room and killed him. A case was registered and the investigation is underway.

(The News-13, 10/12/2009)
Two alleged bandits killed in encounter

KARACHI: Police claim to have killed two alleged bandits, one wearing a veil, during a shootout in Gulshan Town on Wednesday.


According to details, the encounter took place near Jail Chowrangi within the limits of New Town police station, where a police mobile of Brigade police station intercepted two young suspects aged between 25 and 30, riding a motorbike. “The bandits opened fire at the police who also fired in retaliation and resultantly, both the bandits were killed,” said the police officials. Talking about the incident, Brigade police station SHO Gul Baig said the bandits first robbed a person named Nabeel in the limits of Jamshed Quarters police station and then robbed Shahzad Hashmi of his mobile phone and other valuables at Peoples Chowk, Khudadad Colony in Brigade police limits. “Hashmi immediately informed the police about the incident and following the complaint, a police mobile on patrol followed the bandits, finally intercepting them at Jail Chowrangi where the bandits were looting others,” he explained. The officer further said that one of the dacoits wore a veil and sat on the backseat to avoid the ban on pillion riding. Two TT pistols, five mobile phones and a stolen motorcycle was recovered from their possession, the officer added.


The dacoits’ bodies were taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for legal formalities and then shifted to Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth for identification. Jamshed Quarters and Brigade police have registered two separate cases at their respective police stations against the deceased dacoits for robberies while the New Town police have registered an FIR no 352/09 of robbing citizens and possession of illegal arms. In a separate incident, police constable Pervaiz Iqbal sustained a bullet injury in an alleged encounter with two dacoits at Old Muzaffarabad Colony within the jurisdiction of Quaidabad police station


Police officials said the encounter took place when two police constables on a motorcycle patrol, acting on a complaint of Hanif, salesman of a private company, challenged the culprits. During the encounter, Iqbal was wounded and shifted to JPMC. The police claimed to have arrested one of the two dacoits named Shamsher Khan and seized a TT pistol from his possession. 


Separately, Ferozabad investigation police claimed to have recovered stolen gold worth Rs 10 million and arrested the watchmen of two residential apartments located in Block 2, PECHS. Police officials said some unidentified suspects had robbed the house of a retired federal government officer on November 30. Ferozabad Station Investigation Officer (SIO) Ejaz Mughal said the police arrested Essa, son of Ghulam Noor, and his companion watchman Mohammad Khan, son of Muhammad Noor and recovered the stolen gold on their confession. During the investigation, the watchmen revealed they committed the crime using the duplicate keys of the house while the family went out. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 10/12/2009)

Affected people of tribal areas demand IDP status

A large number of people belonging to the tribal areas protested on Thursday outside the Karachi Press Club (KPC) against the government’s apathetic attitude towards their plight, the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA)’s alleged refusal to issue them Computerised National Identity Cards (CNICs) and suffering at the hands of the police in Karachi.


The protestors, affected by the ongoing military operation of Waziristan and other tribal areas, alleged that they were being denied their basic human and constitutional rights by the state.


They were carrying banners and placards inscribed with slogans demanding that they be given the status of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), be registered and provided aid in Karachi and that NADRA be directed to issue them CNICs.


They also chanted slogans against NADRA, the government and security agencies. The alleged that, on the one hand, they were declared patriots by the Chief of Army Staff and, on the other, security agencies and political parties were treating them like terrorists and traitors in Karachi.


Speaking on the occasion, leader of the “Welfare Committee for Affectees of South Waziristan”, said that the government compelled hundreds of thousands of tribal people to vacate their homes by launching a military operation but nothing was done for their welfare in anywhere across the country.


Abdul Qudos Khan Barki, a tribesman and office-bearer of the committee, said that unlike the people of Swat, people from Waziristan were not being given the status of IDPs as they were useless for political parties because they could not vote for them in the elections.


He alleged that half of those from Waziristan given ATM cards given by the government for drawing money were stranded because the cards were deactivated, adding that when they contacted the officials concerned, they said that it was the concern of the concerned bank, not the government.


Ismail Mehsud, another leader of the committee and several other tribal leaders including Afsar Khan Mehsud, Mahmood Mehsud, Ikram Mehsud, Tariq Mehsud, Zafar Mehsud also spoke.

(The News-14, 11/12/2009)
Street crime continues despite increased patrolling

Despite increased patrolling of the police and Rangers, the vulnerable security situation continued in the city. A number of street crime incidents were reported over the past week, with citizens claiming that they were looted in the “high security zones”. 


In a unique case, a family was robbed by a motorcyclist travelling with a six or seven-year-old child riding pillion with him. Khizer Hayat, a resident of Saddar, said that he was walking on Sindh Assembly Road with his children, when they were stopped by an armed man. The assailant pointed a pistol at Hayat’s daughter, and demanded that he silently hand over money, else he would shoot his children. 


Hayat said that he could see law enforcement agency personnel stationed a few metres away from the scene of crime, but they took no action. He said that the incident stunned him, as he saw the child sitting on the bike with the criminal. The victim said that this was might be a new tactic employed by criminals to carry children with them, perhaps to ensure that the police couldn’t fire at them.

In another case, Samina Begum, a resident of Allama Iqbal Colony, registered her complaint at the Mehmoodabad police station, stating that four men entered her house, pointed a gun at her and looted jewellery and other expensive items. She narrated that her husband, Wahab Ahmed, and her father-in-law had left the house at about 8.30am, and around 9.30am, a stranger knocked at the door of her house to ask for a glass of water. 


As she went inside to get water, the stranger and his three accomplices broke into the house, forcefully took her inside the room, and held her hostage. After looting jewellery and other expensive items, the robbers tied her with ropes, pushed her inside a washroom and fled.


Another victim of robbery this week, Mohammed Sharif, a resident of C-Area Malir, registered his complaint at the Darakhshan police station, stating that two people on motorbike snatched Rs396,000 from him at gunpoint in Phase-V, DHA. A case was reported at the area police station.


Moreover Aftab Ahmed, a resident of Rose Street Frere, said that he and his family were robbed at gunpoint near Railway Hassan Hospital, Frere, by two persons who were riding a motorbike. Ahmed said that the criminals pointed pistol upon his wife and looted cash, jewellery and mobile phones from them and fled. The police have registered a complaint.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 11/12/2009)
Under-trial prisoner dies after brutal torture

An under-trial prisoner (UTP) arrested by the Ferozabad police died at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) on Thursday ostensibly due to torture at the hands of the police, hospital sources said.


Abid Francis Masih, 32, son of Javed Masih, was arrested by the Ferozabad police on November 23 on charges of carrying illegal arms, theft and robbery, and was later handed over to the Anti-Car Lifting Cell (ACLC) of the Karachi police.


Police had booked him on November 26, after which he was placed in jail custody at the Karachi Central Prison.


On December 7, Masih, married and father of two, was brought to the CHK for treatment where doctors said that he had been subjected to brutal torture.


On Thursday, the accused died at the hospital, which led to strong protest by his friends and relatives outside the treatment facility.


Benish Masih, the mother of the deceased, alleged that her son was arrested by the police after they found that he was not carrying documents of his bike, and when he refused to pay a bribe, they registered a case against him.


“Not only the police but ACLC butchers subjected my son to inhuman torture. Several of his bones were broken, his kidneys had stopped working while his lungs were also affected. Police killed my son. When there was nothing left in him, he was thrown into the prison,” the ailing mother of the deceased said.


Masih’s children and wife as well as other family members were also present at the hospital, and raised slogans against the police’s high-handedness and demanded of the superior judiciary to probe the murder and provide them justice.


The deceased was a resident of House No. D-4, Ayub Goth, behind Karachi University, and was an electrician by profession.


The Deputy-Superintendent, Central Jail, Karachi, Raja Mumtaz when approached by The News, confirmed that Abid Francis Masih had “injuries” on his body when he was brought at jail.


“We had him medically examined and then we admitted him in the prison. On December 7, he suddenly fell ill and we shifted him to CHK” the official said.


He also confirmed that there was a head injury among other injuries to the UTP and suspected that it had caused some internal damage to him that led to his death despite treatment at the hospital. Mumtaz, however, refused to comment on how these injuries were sustained.


Concerned police officials could not be approached despite repeated attempts to ascertain their comments on the charges leveled by the family of the deceased.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 11/12/2009)
UTP dies, family alleges police tortured him

KARACHI: An under-trial prisoner (UTP), who was admitted to the Civil Hospital, Karachi (CHK), died during treatment on Thursday. As per details, Abid Francis Masih, 32, was arrested by Ferozabad police on November 23, 2009 and later shifted to the Karachi Central Jail on November 26 from where he was recently admitted to the hospital for medical treatment. 


Masih a resident of Ayub Goth had two children and was an electrician by profession. His death caused his family and relatives to stage a protest outside the hospital and chant slogans against the police, alleging that a fake case of having illegal arms and robbery was registered against him just because he did not have the documents of the motorcycle he was riding. The relatives also contended that the police brutally tortured him before sending him to jail.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/12/2009)

Bike-snatchers kill teenager in Shershah

KARACHI, Dec 11: Armed bandits shot dead a teenaged boy when he resisted a bike-snatching bid in Shershah on Friday, police said. 


They said that the incident occurred on Mohammadi Road within the remit of the Shershah police station when two armed men tried to snatch the 70cc motorcycle of Mohsin Javed, 18. 


Area people told the police that when the boy resisted, one of the armed men fired a single shot and escaped along with the motorcycle. 


The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for a post-mortem examination. 


The incident angered the area people, who closed down their business in protest. 


Young man killed in accident 

A young man was killed and his friend was injured when their hi-roof van collided with a trailer on National Highway near Port Qasim, police said. 


They said the victim, identified as 32-year-old Faheem Qureshi, was actually driving the van when the driver of the fast-moving trailer, approaching from the opposite side, lost control and rammed it into the Suzuki hi-roof. 


“Faheem died on the spot while his friend, 30-year-old Nisar Ahmed, sustained serious injuries and was taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre,” said an official at the Bin Qasim police station. “The driver of the trailer escaped leaving behind the heavy vehicle abandoned, which overturned after the accident.” 


The police seized the killer trailer bearing registration number TLG-987 and registered a case. 
(Dawn-13, 12/12/2009)

Unlawful detention

Arrest warrants issued against SIU chief, IO

District and Sessions judge (South) Faheem Ahmed Siddiqui issued warrants of arrest against Senior Superintendent Police, Special Investigation Unit (SIU) and the cases’s Investigation Officer (IO) for not producing four people unlawfully detained at the SIU Centre. 


On Thursday, bailiff had submitted a report in the court stating that he found four detainees at the SIU Centre in Saddar and asked the officials concerned to release them on personal bond, but they refused, saying that they would produce them in the court. 


However, the IO, Sub Inspector Muneer, told the court that the detainees were booked in the murder case of Abdul Sattar Ghani. The counsel for the detainees, Haider Abbas advocate contended that if they were nominated in the murder case, the police officials should have shown the daily record book and the FIR to the head bailiff who raided the SIU Centre. 


Instead of showing the record, the SIU officials refused to release the detainees despite court orders, thus defying the law. The head bailiff, who had raided the centre at about 2 pm on Thursday, said that no entry was made in the daily record register nor any FIR was lodged against them.


The court, however, gave an hour’s time to the IO to produce the SSP SIU in the court. However, neither did the SSP trun up, nor did the IO return to the court, following which the court adjourned the hearing till Saturday and issued arrest warrants of both the SP SIU and the IO. 


In the meantime, IO Muneer produced five accused in the court of Judicial Magistrate-VI Farooq Shaikh in the murder case of Abdul Sattar Ghani, the former husband of accused Samina, who, along with her present husband Naeem and three others, allegedly killed him. 


There is some confusion as, of these five, the name of Mohammed Shafi, who was among the four men said to be found by the bailiff at the SIU centre on Thursday, was not there. 


The accused shown are: Rizwan, Liaquat, Naeem, Samina and Rehmat Bibi. Liaquat confessed before the court that he along with other four accused killed Sattar Ghani. In his statement under Section 164 Cr.PC, he divulged the details of the incident. 


After recording his confessional statement, the judge remanded Liaquat to judicial custody till December 24. The two accused women, Samina and Rehmat Bibi, were also remanded to judicial custody till December 24. However, unlike Liaqaut, accused Rizwan and Naeem were remanded to police custody till December 14.


According to prosecution, all the five accused were arrested for murdering Ghani, the former husband of Samina, in the limits of Kharadar police station in the year 2007. They were booked in FIR No. 1247/09 under sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code. The FIR of the incident, which took place in the year 2007, was registered on December 10, 2009. The counsel for the accused told The News that the head bailiff had raided the SIU Centre in Saddar at about 2pm on Thursday and found people detained there unlawfully. The FIR, he said, was registered at 4pm on the same day by the SIU. 


Acting on the court directives, bailiff Mudassir asked the police officials concerned to appear before the judge along with relevant records on Friday. On Thursday morning, Mohammed Yameen had filed a habeas corpus application through his advocate Haider Abbas, stating that SIU personnel raided his residence and picked his son Mohammed Naeem and his wife Sameena on Tuesday, Dec 8. 


The applicant submitted that they were being unlawfully detained by the personnel of SIU for the last two days and they were demanding Rs 1 million for their release. He prayed the court to recover the captives. 


The bailiff told The News that, on the information provided by the applicant, he raided SIU Centre and found Mohammed Naeem, his father in-law Abdul Hameed, brother-in-law Mohammed Shafi and a family friend Rizwan being detained there.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 12/12/2009)
Illegal detention

FIR ordered against SSP SIU, others

The District and Sessions Judge, South on Saturday ordered the registration of an FIR against Senior Superintendent Police (SSP), Special Investigation Unit (SIU), and three other police officials for contempt of court and detaining six accused at the SIU Centre. 


DJ, South, Faheem Ahmed Siddique directed the SHO City Courts police station to register an FIR against SSP SIU Raja Umer Khattab, Investigation Officer (IO) Muneer, Sub Inspector (SI) Mohammed Hanif and Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Mustafa Kamal under sections 343 (illegal confinement) of the Pakistan Penal Code read with 155 (professional misconduct) and 156 (torture in police custody) of the Police Order-2002.


The judge also ordered forthwith release of the detainees Naeem and Rizwan, found in illegal confinement, on the execution of a personal bond and directed them to appear before this court or any other court as and when required.


However, when the court staff reached the City Courts police station, the officials deputed there refused to register an FIR against the police officials, saying that they would personally inform the court in this regard. 


The judge came hard on the police officials, saying that the police were not given the licence to detain a family in such a manner as did the SIU. He also expressed his resentment that the SSP SIU did not appear in person despite court orders, for which the SSP SIU explained that he did not receive any order from the court. However, IO Muneer stating that he called the SSP SIU several times on his phone but it was not responding. 


Soon after the pronouncement of the order, the counsel for the accused police officials moved a bail application, requesting that the accused be released on personal bond. He submitted that the accused were dealing with some high profile cases and had not deliberately and intentionally violated the court order.


Granting request, the judge released the policemen against the surety of Rs 50,000 each and directed them to appear before the concerned court when summoned. 


Earlier, Mohammed Yameen had moved an application before the DJ, South, stating that his son Naeem and his daughter-in-law Samina were being illegally confined at the SIU Centre, Saddar. 


Granting plea, the DJ South appointed Mudassar Hussain, head bailiff of the court, to conduct a raid at the SIU Centre. In its order, the court observed that it appeared from the report of the raid commissioner that the detainees were neither released by the police nor any entry or FIR was shown to the raid commissioner and IO Muneer had told him that he would himself reply to the court. 


It further said that as per SI Rana Mohammed Hanif, Samina was allegedly involved in the murder of her former husband but the report did not mention the role of Naeem in the said murder. 


On the judge’s order, Naeem and another man identified as Liaquat were brought in the court to record their statements. The raid commissioner’s statement was also recorded.


The judge observed from the raid commissioner’s statement that unnecessary hurdles were created by the SIU staff in the performance of his official duty, while from the contentions of Naeem and another person (whose name was initially disclosed as Liaquat but his actual name was Rizwan) it appeared that an offence under Section 343 PPC read with sections 155 and 156 of the Police Order has been done. 


Kidnapping for ransom petition: The counsel for accused Samina and Rehmat Bib filed an application under Section 22-A in the court of DJ South Faheem Ahmed Siddiqui, stating that his clients were kidnapped for ransom by unknown police officials who demanded Rs 1.5 million for their release.


The DJ transferred the case to Additonal District and Sessions Judge, South, Abdul Naeem Memon who directed the SHO Boat Basin to register an FIR against SI Rana Hanif and other police officials. He also summoned SHO to appear in person on December 15. 

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 13/12/2009)
Court orders FIRs against SSP Khattab, SIs, ASI


KARACHI: District and Sessions Judge South Fahim Ahmed Siddiqui on Saturday ordered registration of first information reports (FIRs) against SSP Raja Umer Khattab of Special Investigation Unit (SIU), Sub-Inspectors (SIs) Muneer, Rana Muhammad Hanif and Assistant SI Mustafa Kamal under section 343 PPC, read with section 155 and 156 of the Police Order 2002.

The court earlier recorded the statements of raid commissioner, Mudassar Hussain, also head bailiff of the court, who stated he found four detainees namely Naeem, his brother-in-law, Shafi, Liaquat and Rizwan in a room at SIU. Upon his inquiry, SI Muneer failed to show any entry regarding arrest or custody of the detainees and refused to release them, when asked by the raid commissioner and persisted to produce them before the court himself.


The detainees in their statements said they were arrested on December 8 from their residences and kept in illegal confinement during which the police officers of SIU demanded money for their release.


The court later held in its order that, "From the statement of the raid commissioner it appears that the staff of the SIU present before this court created unnecessarily hurdles in performance of his official duty," and further held on the statements of Naeem and others, "It appears that an offence under section 343 PPC read with section 155 and 156 of the Police Order has been committed."


The police is supposed to protect and provide safety to the citizens, but under the camouflage of interpreting law and without following the statutory provisions they cannot extend their hands towards the dignity and honour of the citizens, the judge held, ordering "In such a situation, I hereby direct that a case against the staff of SIU present before this forum be registered under section 343 PPC read with section 155 and 156 of Police Order 2002."


The court also ordered that the detainees Naeem and Rizwan found in illegal confinement be released forthwith, but on execution of personal bond that they will appear before any court or police as and when required. 


They were also directed to cooperate with investigation if any cases were registered against them.


The counsel for applicants Khattab, Muneer, Hanif and Kamal contended the accused have not deliberately or intentionally violated any order of the court and could not even think to do so. The court noted as the applicants/accused were not previous convicts or involved in any other case, the request on their behalf is considered sympathetically and they are directed to be released subject to execution of a personal bond of Rs 50,000. The court also directed them to appear before the concerned court or IO as and when required.


The matter pertains to illegal confinement of six persons including two ladies Samina and her mother Rehmat Bibi, allegedly in the murder case of Abdul Sattar Ghani, former husband of Ms Samina. 


Police claimed that Liaquat and Rizwan were hired assasins, who killed Ghani while Naeem, present husband of Samina and brother-in-law Shafi were also taken into custody on account of suspicion.


Muhammad Yamin, Naeem's father had filed the Habeas Corpus application alleging that his son Naeem, daughter-in-law Samina and their friend was arrested and kept in illegal confinement by SIU officials who were demanding ransom for their release.


Meanwhile, in another private complaint moved by Muhammad Yamin under section 22 of CrPC, the applicant prayed to the court to order registration of FIR under Section 7 of Anti-Terrorism Act against the accused police officers.


Additional District and Sessions Judge, Abdul Naeem Memon put the state on notice, respectively.

(DailyTimes-B1, 13/12/2009)

Rs311m bank heist in Karachi

KARACHI, Dec 13: In what is being described as the biggest ever bank heist in the country, private security guards robbed a bank of foreign currency worth Rs311.2 million on Sunday morning. 


According to sources, five suspects used a gas cutter to open the strong room of the I.I. Chundrigar Road branch of Allied Bank. 


According to police, the main suspect, Shahid Mehmood, a guard of a private security company, arrived at the bank at 7.30am, half an hour before he was to report for duty. He waited for his four accomplices who arrived with a gas cutter and tied up guards Imran and Zamir and the building’s watchman Riaz. 


It took them about three hours to break into the strong room which has seven large vaults. Shahid knew which vault contained foreign currency. They took away dollars, pounds and euros, police said. 


Shahid had been hired by the Security Protection Service (SPS) two months ago. He had a computerised national identity card issued in Punjab and the provincial police’s response to a request for verification was being awaited.Karachi police chief Waseem Ahmed told Dawn that the company had not verified his two guarantors. 


“The guard was given uniform without adequate training and posted with a weapon at such a sensitive location,” the CCPO said. 


Police suspected that the prime accused belonged to the NWFP and he had obtained a forged identity card. 


After the culprits left, the guard Imran, who was supposed to have been tied, managed to free himself and take away a packet of currency. 


Imran went to the house of his friend Aqeel Abbas, a dismissed ASI, in Preedy area. Because Aqeel was not there, Imran gave the packet to his family and returned to the bank in an attempt to cover up his involvement in the crime, police said. 


During interrogation, Imran told police about the cash which as recovered from Aqeel’s house. 

It was apparently Imran’s share of 45,000 euros in the booty, the city police chief said. 

The entire event was recorded on CCTV camera but the quality of pictures was poor and the suspects could not be recognised. “When an attempt is made to enlarge the picture the pixels break up,” a police officer said, adding that the camera equipment was of poor quality. 


The CCPO criticised the bank management and said that none of its senior executives had bothered to contact police, leaving the matter to their staff. He said two teams, one headed by Karachi South DIG Ghulam Nabi Memon and the other by Special Investigation Unit SSP Raja Umar Khattab, were handling the case. 


Imran has been arrested and the dismissed ASI and two other people were being interrogated. 


An FIR of the case was registered by Mithadar police on a complaint lodged by the bank’s manager who nominated Shahid Mehmood and four unnamed accomplices. 


On the advice of police, the Sindh home department had cancelled the licence of the security company, the CCPO added. 
(By S. Raza Hasan, Dawn-1, 14/12/2009)

Police using unregistered vehicles, unauthorised number plates

KARACHI, Dec 13: The Sindh police are not only flouting the rules and regulations by willfully avoiding a mandatory registration of their vehicles, but are also compromising the security of the common man by using unofficial number plates, it has emerged. 


Almost all vehicles purchased by the Sindh police during the past five years are without proper registration documents and number plates as the authorities never bothered to get the vehicles registered with the provincial excise department.

“We have no (registration) record of the Sindh police vehicles purchased during the last five years,” said a senior officer of the excise department asking not to be named.


The motor vehicle wing of the provincial excise department is the only competent authority which issues the registration books and number plates of all government vehicles, including those belonging to the Sindh-based departments of the federal government.The Sindh police are no exception to this rule, but over the years they have stopped applying for the registration of their vehicles and been using their own registration numbers and licence plates, according to the officer.


Sindh is the only province where a dedicated registration series has been issued for the police department. However, in the other three provinces and Azad Kashmir, all vehicles belonging to their respective police departments are issued with a general registration number.


Taking advantage of the specific series, the Sindh police came out with an in-house system for the issuance of registration numbers — inscribed on blue licence plates — for the vehicles belonging to the department.


“I don’t know how they (police authorities) assign the registration numbers to the vehicles….They must have developed an in-house system,” said the excise officer.


An insider told Dawn that the motorcycles being used by the police were also not registered. They issued their own registration numbers starting with three alphabets e.g. HMT (the HM for Honda motorcycle and T for traffic).


The excise department used to issue licence plates for the vehicles belonging to the Sindh police but for the last five years almost all vehicles purchased by the police are unregistered and without official number plates.


A security risk

Another senior officer of the excise department categorically stated that there was no room in the law for any improvised, temporary or fancy number plates to be used for any vehicle.


The improvised number plates being used by the Sindh police on their vehicles pose a great security risk, especially in the prevailing law and order situation across the country, a counter-terrorism expert observed.


He said that the vehicles bearing improvised and fancy registration plates could be used by terrorists because such number plates could be prepared easily.The vehicles belonging to ministers, advisers and legislators are also no exception to this serious irregularity, he said.


Tax evasion 

The excise officer said that the Sindh police had also become a major tax evader by not complying with the prescribed rules and not following the mandatory registration process. The department had so far evaded the payment of around Rs20 million, according to a low estimate, under the head of motor vehicle registration fee and the annual motor vehicle tax, he said.


The excise department always needs the assistance of the police for launching a drive against motor vehicle tax defaulters. Many believe that the police have no moral grounds to take part in such campaigns since the police department itself is on the list of tax evaders.


The officer said that according to the motor vehicles rules, the police were supposed to check the number plates of the vehicles plying on roads, and checking the tax and registration documents of vehicles was the responsibility of excise officials.


“How can we stop police and ask for the registration books and number plates of their vehicles when we need their assistance in the campaigns targeting private vehicles?” remarked the excise department officer, acknowledging that it was also impossible for his department to take action against the police department for evading the motor vehicle tax.

‘Police get no funds for vehicles registration’


The police department maintains that it was not being given any funds for the registration of its vehicles with the excise department.


The DIG Technical and Transport, Aleem Jafery, told Dawn that under the head of “Rate and Tax”, the police department received Rs11,000 for the current financial year as against Rs10,000 granted in the preceding year. “The amount is not at all sufficient for the registration of even a single vehicle,” he said.

“Since our budget has no separate head catering to the registration of vehicles, we in consultation with the excise authorities have been issuing the registration numbers for our vehicles on our own,” the DIG explained.


For the last two years the police department was on a shopping spree buying new vehicles. The department has purchased a good number of trucks, double-cabin vehicles, pickups and cars. 
(By S. Raza Hasan, Dawn-13, 14/12/2009)

Head constable among six killed

Six people, including a police head constable (HC), were killed in separate incidents reported in the city on Sunday. HC Tariq Altaf and his cousin Zeeshan were shot dead in the Al-Falah police limits. The police said that the victims were residents of Azeempura, Al-Falah.


Sources said that on Sunday afternoon, both victims were heading towards the Royal Club Shadi Hall, Azeempura. When they reached the venue, some men on a motorcycle shot at them; Zeeshan died on the spot, while HC Altaf got injured.

The victims were shifted to a hospital where HC Altaf succumbed to his injuries. HC Altaf was married and had two children. He was presently posted at the Landhi police station. Zeeshan owned a cellphone shop.


In a separate case, the body of a woman was found from the Sachchal police limits. The police said that they received information about a body lying in the bushes in Madina Colony. Unidentified criminals had tortured and strangled the woman, before dumping her body. The victim was around 25 to 30 years old.


A 45-year-old man, identified as Dilawar Khan, was killed in the Federal ‘B’ Industrial Area police limits. The police said that Khan’s body was found inside a private factory in the industrial zone. It seemed that unidentified people had smashed his head in with a hard blunt object and killed him. Six workers of the factory have been arrested on suspicion. The victim was a permanent resident of Waziristan.


In yet another incident, two bandits were killed in an encounter which took place in the Mominabad police limits. The police said that on late Saturday night, armed men on a motorcycle came to a wedding ceremony in Freed Colony, and started robbing Kamran, a guest at the wedding, at gunpoint.

In the meantime, a patrolling mobile of the Mominabad police station came to the spot. On seeing the police, the bandits opened fire, which was retaliated by the police; during the encounter, the two bandits were injured and arrested by the police.


The bandits were shifted to a hospital where they succumbed to their injuries during treatment. They were identified as Omer Khan and Mohammed Ali, residents of Faqeer Colony. The police have lodged an FIR on the complaint of the victim, Kamran.

(The News-14, 14/12/2009)
Robbers make off with over Rs 310 million!
Country's biggest bank heist at 'Wall Street’


KARACHI: A private security company's guard, who was deputed at a private bank's branch located at the busiest thoroughfare of the metropolis, has carried out the biggest bank robbery in Pakistan on Sunday and escaped with over 310 million rupees in foreign currency. He was aided by five of his yet unidentified accomplices.
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The private bank is situated near the Central Police Office on II Chundrigar Road - also called the country's 'Wall Street' - within Mithadar police station limits in Saddar Town.


This is the city's 16th bank robbery this year.


Heavy contingent of law enforcers, including CCPO Waseem Ahmed, South Zone DIG Ghulam Nabi Memon, Saddar Town SP Abdullah Sheikh, CID SSP Fayyaz Khan and SIU chief Raja Umer Khattab, reached the crime scene as soon as the news broke out.


According to the police officials on location, Shahid, the security guard was the mastermind behind the bank robbery. After reaching the bank during his duty hours in the morning, Shahid called five of his associates, who bound the other two on-duty guards, Emran and Zamir.


"They took at least two hours to complete their operation and used gas cutters and other equipment," said CID DSP Israr Awan, adding that out of the nine lockers in the bank, the culprits managed to break into only one, which "contained only euros, dollars and pounds. They also tried the second locker, which contained local currency, but fled when they found some of it was burnt while breaking into the locker."

The police have detained Emran, Zamir and Emran's friend Syed Aqeel Abbas, a dismissed ASI, for questioning.


While talking to Daily Times, the CCPO said according to the bank's staff and insurance personnel, over Rs 310 million in foreign currency have been robbed. 

He said the police have obtained CCTV footage and the forensic department has taken fingerprints.

"We are facing many troubles in finding out the culprits' footage due to the poor-quality CCTV cameras installed at the bank. The bank administrations do not install good-quality CCTV cameras, which impedes the law enforcers to effectively carry on with their investigations," he added.


The CCPO also said the police have promised a reward of Rs 250,000 to anyone who provides information about this robbery, adding that two investigation teams, headed by DIG Memon and SSP Khattab respectively, have been constituted to investigate the robbery, while the CCPO himself is heading the case inquiry.


Talking about the security company that employed Shahid, the CCPO said its licence has been cancelled because it had employed Shahid without any proper verification, adding that during the initial course of investigation, Emran confessed that after the robbers left the bank, he found some 40,000 euros and gave them to his friend Aqeel.


Aqeel’s family claims that he had handed over the 40,000 euros to the police after watching the news about the bank robbery on television.


Saddar Town DSP Hamid Ali told Daily Times that the police have confiscated Shahid's NIC and his photograph has been provided to the media.


"We are checking the CCTV footage, but we cannot say anything at this point. It seems that Shahid entered the bank first and cut off all the security cables, after which his companions entered the bank," he added.

"He was deputed at the bank for the last two months and had been plotting for this robbery," the officer said.


The police have started gathering details about other security companies to avoid repetition of a similar incident.


Police sources suspect that the robbers might have links with the Taliban or other militant groups. No case was registered until the filing of this report, while raids were being carried out to arrest the other robbers.


There were some reports that the mastermind of the robbery was from Punjab, but the officer said he spoke Pushto. However, according to his CNIC, he hailed from Faisalabad.


The city police chief denied affiliation of the robbers with Taliban and said that nothing can be said with absolute certainty until the investigations are completed.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 14/12/2009)

Four TTP men held in Quaidabad

KARACHI: Four members of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), including their commander, were arrested in the Quaidabad area, police claimed on Sunday.
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The arrested militants were allegedly plotting terror activities in the city during Moharramul Haram, and four hand grenades, four Kalashnikovs and three-and-a-half kilogrammes of hashish have also been seized from their possession. East Zone II Investigations SSP Choudhry Aslam Khan said the arrested men have been identified as Noor Wali, Niaz alias Riaz, Kher Mohammad alias Kaka and Niaz alias Omer.


The SSP said he along with his team, led by DSP Irfan Bahadur, conducted a raid at the militants’ hideout in the Quaidabad area after receiving a tip-off. The police official said the arrested men were associated with the Hakeemullah Mehsud group of the TTP and one of them, Noor Wali, was their group commander.

“Their main task was to send the money to Waziristan,” he said.


Giving details about the militants’ background, Khan said they had kidnapped a businessman named Zain Mehdi in Karachi, detained him for three months and later released him after receiving ransom money of Rs 1 million. Two months back, they had killed a man named Zubair at the Sohrab Goth graveyard suspecting him of being a police informer. They had also robbed Rs 1 million from a petrol pump in Federal B Area. The SSP said the arrested men were involved in various criminal and terror activities including kidnapping for ransom, murders, attempts to murder, and extortion. They also extorted money from builders, the SSP disclosed. “Further investigation is still underway,” he said. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 14/12/2009)

Roots of terrorism

ALTHOUGH there are still a couple of weeks to go before the new year, 2009 will go down in Pakistan’s exceptionally turbulent history as the country’s bloodiest year — bloodier than the time of ‘Operation Cleanup’ in the early 1990s in Karachi. 
The security forces then dealt with a situation that was confined to one city, albeit the largest in the country and that was the result of warring groups seeking to establish their political and economic writ. It was not aimed at destroying the Pakistani state or establishing a new political, economic and social order. It was about control of the city. This time the state is the target. Pakistan is dealing with an insurgency that poses an existential threat. 


Complicating the situation is the fact that the germs of this insurgency were planted by operators both within and outside Pakistan. According to popular belief the main reason for the development of extremism in the country was the involvement of the US in Afghanistan in the 1980s and the decision by Washington to pull out of the area that, in policy terms, it now refers to as AfPak. 


The US left once the Soviet Union withdrew its forces from Afghanistan. But that is only a quarter of the explanation. There were several others. Among these was the social and political engineering of Gen Ziaul Haq who decided on his own and without the aid of public support that Pakistan needed to adopt Islam as the basis of its economic, political and social systems. 


Under him, the country went through a wrenching change which was aided and abetted by the several Arab states with which his government had become closely associated. Saudi Arabia was particularly important in pushing Pakistan in that direction. It had helped finance Mujahideen efforts in Afghanistan and also financed the founding and development of a number of madressahs in large cities. 


These madressahs taught a version of Islam that was mostly foreign to Pakistan. This is how Wahabi Islam struck roots in Pakistani soil. It flourished in particular in those areas whose people had been exposed to it because of their sojourn in Saudi Arabia. 


One relatively less understood reason for the rapid growth of this more orthodox interpretation of Islam is the channel it found through the temporary migration to the Gulf states from Pakistan’s northern areas. This lasted for a decade and a half, from the mid-1970s to the early 1990s, and involved several million people from northern Punjab and the NWFP. These workers were hired on fixed contracts, stayed in camps near the construction sites, and spent a good deal of their spare time in the mosques. They thus came under the influence of the local imams steeped in the Wahabi tradition. They brought this interpretation with them when they returned to Pakistan. 


Also contributing to the problem is the fact that Pakistan’s political development was arrested because of the repeated involvement of the military in politics. The state’s priorities kept on changing as the leadership provided by the military in politics changed. But there was one thing common in the way all four military dictators governed. They had little confidence in the political will of the people they governed; all knowing, they ruled the country according to their particular whims. 


Ayub Khan believed in limited democracy. He called it basic democracy. Ziaul Haq believed in what he thought was the Islamic way — the people should be governed by a pious leader who should not be constrained by the expressed wishes of the people. His only obligation was to consult a group of wise people chosen by the pious leader and assembled in a forum he called the shura. 


Pervez Musharraf went back to the Ayubian formula by limiting democracy to a system of local government and a king’s party controlling a largely inconsequential national legislature. Being military men, these leaders believed in strong command and control systems in politics and economics .Since they were distant from the people they could not build popular support for their policies. 


By far the most important contributor to the rise of extremism was the way a series of administrations managed the Pakistani economy. For many decades Pakistan experienced one of the sharpest increases in the rate of population growth. The country’s population at the time of independence was only 32 million of which 10 per cent lived in urban areas. It has increased almost five and a half times to 170 million on the eve of 2010. 


This implies an average rate of growth of over three per cent sustained over a period of 60 years. Although the country has not held a population census for many years, I believe that nearly a half of this large and growing population is now urban. The urban population has increased at the rate of 4.5 per cent a year, again one of the highest in the world. 


Unfortunately these demographic developments were not factored into the making of economic policy. Islamabad should have focused not only in getting the economy to grow rapidly — which it did on occasions and during the periods when the military was in charge – but also on ensuring that the rewards of rapid growth were widely distributed. The result is that the country now has millions of alienated youth with little faith in their future. They have been successfully recruited to jihadist causes. The latest of these is the destruction of the Pakistani state. 


In developing an approach towards growing extremism and terrorism it is breeding, policymakers as well as the citizenry must first understand its complex causes. By focusing on just one aspect — the American pressure to go after the perpetrators of terrorist activities — the country will not be able to evolve a cogent response. 
(By Shahid Javed Burki, Dawn-7, 15/12/2009)

Two Haqiqi men killed

Three people including two activists of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) were killed in separate incidents reported in the city on Monday.


Mohammed Asim Hussain’s tortured body was found from in Saudabad police limits. Police sources said that the deceased was a vegetable vendor by profession and a resident of Shadman Town, Quaidabad area. 


On late Sunday night, he went out and afterwards he did not return. On Monday morning, his bullet riddled body with torture marks was found lying near Liaquat Market, Saudabad. 


The deceased was an activist of the MQM-H and was working at Unit-100 of Malir Sector. A case was registered at the police station on complaint of deceased’s brother Amir. 


In a separate case, unidentified armed men ambushed the rally of MQM-H, Afaq Ahmed group at Malir-15, in Malir City police limits. Abdul Aziz, an MQM-H activist was killed while 11 others including some passerby were injured.


Police sources said that the MQM-H Afaq Ahmed group had taken out a rally in support of Afaq Ahmed and demanded the authorities for his release; in this regard they had also launched a protest at the Karachi Press Club. 


Later, when they were returning to Malir at their sector office, unidentified armed men opened indiscriminate fire. As a result, MQM-H’s Mohammed Akber, Abdul Aziz, Mohammed Sabir, Kashif, Rashid, Sultan Malik, Naveed, Mohammed Sarwar and two women activists were injured.


Moreover, pedestrians who were injured were identified as Gauhar, Abdul Waheed and Mohammed Ali. The injured were shifted to a hospital where Abdul Aziz succumbed to his injuries. The deceased was a resident of Dawood Chowrangi, Quaidabad. 


In yet another case, Azizullah Niazi, 27 was shot dead in Mominabad police limits. Police said that, the deceased was a resident of Haji Ashraf Loom Gali, Bismillah Colony, Mominabad No-10. 


On Monday afternoon, he was shot by his close friend, Azizullah, who during a dispute. Aziz shot and killed Niazi on the spot and fled. The deceased was married and had no children. A case was registered and investigation is underway.

(The News-14, 15/12/2009)
We are not a security threat to US

Sixty-five-year-old Abdur Rahim has been living in Hijrat Colony since 1976. Expulsion from the area will be a “major tragedy” for him, he told The News, his face marked with deep lines of sorrow.


Hijrat Colony opens up to the sea on one side, and railway tracks on the other. The area was considered to be a coal warehouse, under the control of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT). With the passage of time, encroachment into the KPT territory created conflict between the new settlers and the authorities. After successful dialogues, the KPT leased land in street numbers 54, 55, and 56 in Hijrat Colony to the locals.


After the US announced the construction of a consulate in the area, however, the residents of Hijrat Colony were threatened with eviction due to perceived security threats. Rahim maintans that the American Consulate has no security threat from the local residents, because they are “peace loving citizens of Pakistan and do not believe in any terrorist and other violent activities”. The residents are mostly labourers who work hard to eke out a meager living. The US embassy would have bigger security threats from Mai Kolachi Road, M.T khan Road and nearby areas such as Sikandarabad and KDA which are open and hence, easy targets, Rahim said.


“Not a single case of violence, whether social, political, moral or sectarian, has ever been reported in Hijrat Colony,” 70-year-old Maulvi Mohammad Husain, an Imam in the local mosque, said. “The residents are peaceful and do not believe in any sort of terrorist activities. The government should take sound measures for the security of the US consulate; this cannot be ensured by displacing innocent people from their homes.”


“Hundreds of students are enrolled with us and are getting education here,” 35-year-old Mohammad Ayaz, the principal of Islamia Collegiate School, told The News. The school is a prominent educational institution in the area, and risks eviction, along with the residents of Hijrat Colony. “By displacing the people from the Colony, the students will suffer a lot. Precious time will be wasted and their concentration will be affected which is a total loss for the nation. Also there will be a big psychological effect on the students as well as parents,” Ayaz said.


Hijrat Colony has a historical background; the residents were initially living in cottages since the establishment of Pakistan and are believed to have migrated from the City Railway Colony. In 1984, under prime minister Mohammad Khan Junejo, all the people who had migrated to the colony before 1984 were allotted the land on lease, giving them a social, moral and judicial basis for living in the area.


‘We have official evidence of our land allotment. The basic facilities to the area are being provided by the KMC .We want development projects such as streetlights, sewerage systems, recreation parks, schools, colleges and health dispensaries for the welfare of the innocent residents of Hijrat Colony,’ residents of the area told The News. ‘There is no reason for anyone to displace us from our homes.’


“We want land development, not land demolition,” said Saddar Town Union Council (UC)-9 (Civil Lines) Nazim Sharif Aawan said, adding that the residents of Jijrat Colony, despite belonging to different ethnic groups, are united and have common interests. “They think as one Pakistani nation. There is no distinction amongst the different ethnic groups. The people do not believe in violence and crisis. They will not allow anyone to violate their basic human rights,” he said. “The issue of the demolition of Hijrat Colony is not political in nature; it is an issue of basic human rights. As a part of Pakistan and as Pakistani nationals the residents have the basic right to live here, because they are living here legally.”


“Hijrat Colony does not exist in the master plan- 2020 presented by the City Government,” Aawan said. “The major political party of the city must utilise the program for constructive work. It should admit the legal residential status of the people of Hijrat Colony. Any sort of conspiracy of the land mafia to grab Hijrat Colony land will not be appreciated by the residents; they will react severely to the action.”


The only way to solve this issue is for the government to take active measures of foolproof security for the US Consulate, Aawan said, adding that the authorities concerned should monitor terrorists and the “bloodsucking elements of the city”.

“As a leader of the area, I will protect and defend the rights of my people to the last breathe,” he promised. “We will take actions and react on moral and social level. We hope that the government will not take any action against the residents, which may create intensive problems for us and the government itself. It is the need of the hour for the residents of Hijrat Colony to remain peaceful and prove themselves to be the true citizens of Pakistan.”

(By Imran Bahadur, The News-19, 15/12/2009)
Police leads in bank heist come to nought

While the probe into the country’s biggest-ever bank heist continues, most clues to the suspected mastermind of the robbery, Shahid Mehmood, have lead investigators to a dead end. 


A senior investigation officer, on condition of anonymity, told The News that the probe team tried to verify the computerised national identity card of Mehmood, but found that the number he had furnished was fake and bogus. He said that it seemed that Mehmood had provided fake information to the security agency when he was being recruited, as the guards who were detained by the criminals, Imran and Zameer, had told the police in their statement that Mehmood was a resident of Peshawar and was Pashto-speaking.


Both guards have been detained by the police for questioning, and with their help, investigators are making sketches of the accused persons for verification, he said.


Similarly, the officer said, when the investigators tried to develop information of the guarantors of the accused, it was also found to be fake. He said that the guarantors’ identification cards, provided to the security agency, was also fake, while those named as guarantors denied any links or relation with Mehmood. 


The officer said that investigators are trying to retrieve evidence from video footages and other records of the bank and other departments. He said that the police are still searching for the car used in the crime, as till now, they had no information about the car.


He also told The News that investigators are deliberating approaching airport authorities for video footages, because it seemed that the criminals had either slipped away to some other country or had departed to Islamabad, and then to Peshawar or other parts of Pakistan. 


The officer said that investigators had developed information of cell phone records of the accused, but when the police attempted to dial the number, it was switched off. 


The police are now ascertaining details of the dialled and received calls of the accused, and are also developing information about individuals whom Mehmood contacted or was in touch with, either during the offence or before that. 


He also revealed that the forensics experts had visited the bank, and had extracted samples of finger prints and other evidence. 


The officer said that the probe team had initially gathered some information and evidence, which pointed to the links of the suspects, including Mehmood, with militant outfit(s) working against Pakistan.


He said that till now, investigators had recorded the statements of the two security guards, Imran and Zameer, as well as that of the bank manager, Akhtar Hussain. 


The officer revealed that Hussain, in his statement to the investigators, said that he has been working with the Allied Bank Limited (ABL) in their I.I. Chundrigar Road office as manager in the foreign exchange department since the past eight months.


Hussain said that around 1pm on December 13, he received a call from the owner of the building, Mian Absaar Akhtar, who informed him that watchman Riaz had informed hm that an armed robbery had taken place at the bank. He was also informed that the information had been conveyed to Mithadar police station.


The bank manager said in his statement that he immediately headed to the bank, where, upon arrival, he met officials of the Mithadar police, as well as security guards, Imran and Zameer. 


When the security guards were asked about the incident, they stated in the presence of the police that they arrived for duty at 8am, security  guard Shahid Mehmood and his four other companions (who were wearing security guard uniforms) locked them and watchman Riaz in a bathroom.


Hussain said that after locking them away on gunpoint, the criminals broke the locks of the safe room with a gas welding tool, and robbed US$200,641, GBP708,325 and 1,563,695 Euros ñ a sum that amounts to Rs301 million in Pakistani currency. 


The guards, Imran and Zameer, told investigators that Mehmood also cut the security cameras wires and alarm bell wire. 


Dismissed police ASI Mohammed Imran, the person from whom the police recovered Rs5.3 million, told the police that Mehmood used to play cricket with him. On Sunday morning, the two met, and Mehmood gave him a bag of cash and told him that he’ll take it back after they return from playing cricket. 


The dismissed police officer has also been detained for questioning. 


Investigation sources claimed that the detained ASI, Imran, had demanded that the police authorities reinstate him, so that he can aid in apprehending Mehmood.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13. 15/12/2009)
Biggest bank heist in the country’s history

Security firms come under scrutiny


KARACHI: Police negligence cannot be ruled out in verifying the details of security guards, who are employed by private security companies; however, the Sindh Home Department has ordered All Pakistan Security Agencies Association to investigate all security agencies operating in Karachi, Daily Times learnt on Monday.
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A special inquiry committee has been formed to investigate Security and Protection System (SPS), which had employed Shahid Mehmood, the mastermind behind Sunday’s bank robbery, dubbed ‘the biggest bank heist of the country’.


Sindh Special Home Secretary Collin Kamran Dost would chair the committee, while the committee members include South Zone DIG Ghulam Nabi Memon and Deputy Secretary Police Faisal. SPS was sealed and all their weapons seized after the home department’s orders, while Karachi CCPO Waseem Ahmed has been directed to deal with the company as per the law.


Sources alleged that the police clear the guards when security companies send them the guards’ documents for verification. Dost said it was the police’s responsibility to properly verify the papers, but they clear the guards without performing their duty as is expected of them.


“I don’t remember ever hearing about the police rejecting any security guard,” he added. It is pertinent to mention here that the total strength of the city’s police is 30,000 and it is significantly lesser than the number of security guards, which are approximately 70,000 to 80,000.


However, Dost believes that “the 219 security companies operating in the city have employed around 45,000 guards,” which is still more than the total strength of the police. While talking about the unregistered security companies operating in the city, he said none of these have come under the government’s notice yet. Interestingly, the private security agencies are allowed to keep prohibited bore weapons, commonly .12 bore shotguns, under the federal government’s Arms Control Policy; however, they commonly use AK-47 and other prohibited weapon, sources informed.


Dost said the Sindh government does not have permission to issue licences of such weapons; however, the federal interior ministry issues licences for AK-47. “Once the home department officials had met with Sindh Chief Secretary Fazalur Rehman regarding this and Rehman had agreed to it, but we did not allow them as the police had objections over this,” he said.


A senior police official told Daily Times that the reason behind the increase in security companies in the city is the shortage of police personnel. “The hiring of security guards increased when the police department refused to provide cops on the request of any company or bank,” he said. It is believed that the security guards deployed at the city’s banks have been involved in around 80 percent bank heists.


Licence suspended: The Sindh Home Department has temporarily suspended the operating license of Security and Protection System (Pvt) Ltd. The home department also issued a formal notification on Monday stating that the security company had not followed required procedures in the hiring of services of security guards. Meanwhile, Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza has sought details of all security companies operating in the city and directed the police to maintain their record in this regard.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 15/12/2009)

MQM-H rally attacked in Malir, one killed


KARACHI: A man was gunned down and seven others sustained bullet injuries on Monday when unidentified men attacked the participants of a Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) rally in the Malir area.


Tension and unrest prevailed in Malir and Bin Qasim towns and their adjacent areas following the incident.


Bin Qasim Town SP Ashraf Zubair told Daily Times that the participants of an MQM-H rally, who were returning after staging a demonstration at Karachi Press Club (KPC), were attacked by some unidentified men when they reached Kalaboard stop.


Around seven men including pedestrians sustained bullet injuries. They were rushed to hospitals, where one of them, Abdul Aziz, son of Abdul Hamid, succumbed to his injuries.


The wounded including Malik Qurban, Mohammad Ibrahim, Mohammad Ali, Imran, Syed Baloch and Rehman were admitted to the hospitals with critical injuries.


MQM-H officials have claimed the deceased was affiliated with their party but the SP said the deceased’s affiliation with party could not be confirmed.


The police official further said violence broke out following the incident, as unidentified men, assumed to be MQM-H workers, resorted to firing in different parts of the town including Quaidabad, Murghikhana bus stop, Malir 15, Daud Chowrangi and other areas.


MQM-H workers also blocked the traffic and rioted in these areas during the office of Bin Qasim Town UC-2 was also torched.


The Muttahida Qaumi Movement has registered a case against five MQM-H workers for burning down the office. 


The police official refuted a rumour that MQM-H workers had also torched the Pakistan People’s Party office near Malir Bridge. The SP further said the law and order situation was now under control. 


Earlier in a demonstration outside the press club, MQM-H workers and supporters had demanded that all fake cases against their leader Afaq Ahmed and party activists should be withdrawn.


They lamented that their party was not allowed to carry out its political activities freely. They also demanded an end to all ‘no-go areas’ and ensure complete de-weaponisation in the city.


Man shoots neighbour eight times: A man shot his neighbour dead in Bismillah Colony, Sector 10 of Orangi Town over a dispute on Monday.


As per Mominabad police, Azizullah, 30, was shot eight times by his unidentified neighbour, who managed to escape from the crime scene. The victim succumbed to injuries on the way to hospital, added the police.


Separately, a 26-year-old man was gunned down in Malir.


As per Saudabad police, unknown men killed Mohammad Asim and escaped. The cause behind the murder was uncertain, added the police.

(DailyTimes-B1, 15/12/2009)

Gojra accused

IN the wake of the horrifying violence in Gojra earlier this year, when mob violence instigated by religious bigots claimed the lives of seven people and destroyed the property of Christians, many questions have been asked, especially, how could this happen? The answer has partially been provided in a 258-page report of an inquiry tribunal headed by a Lahore High Court judge released earlier this month. But the full answer does not lie just in the failure of pre-emption and prevention; a full answer also includes a simple, harsh reality: because the perpetrators can get away with it. On Monday, Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanuallah admitted that the police have yet to arrest 29 suspects linked to the Gojra violence — more than four and a half months since the hapless people were burned alive in the fires of hate. Curiously, Mr Sanuallah, according to a report in this newspaper, called upon parliamentarians presumably from the area to help the police arrest the 29 suspects. In the squalid, murky details of why those 29 people have not yet been arrested lies part of the answer to why Gojra happened — and why it can happen again, there or elsewhere. Despite the fiercest media and public attention, belated as it was, if some of the Gojra perpetrators can still be at large, then the country has in fact not moved at all in the direction of preventing such crimes in the future. 


Admittedly, there has been some progress in bringing the Gojra accused to justice. The police arrested 102 accused and booked dozens more, the inquiry tribunal’s report has made some very pragmatic and sweeping suggestions, and the authorities have tried to help the victims rebuild their lives. But Gojra is a tragedy that calls for a zero-tolerance approach: the full extent of the law has to be applied to anyone who committed a crime of commission or omission. Let some of the suspects go punished and the message will be clear to violent bigots elsewhere: their crimes may also go unpunished. Logically, then, another Gojra could only be a matter of time. 
(Dawn-7, 16/12/2009)

Man booked for stabbing young wife to death

KARACHI, Dec 15: A 25-year-old mother of two children was stabbed to death allegedly by her husband in what the police described as an honour-killing case in a Korangi area in the small hours of Tuesday, police and witnesses said. 


They said the early morning incident left the people of the area, Korangi 1-1/2, in shock. Neighbours said they first heard the couple have an altercation and later they learnt the woman had been killed. However, the police said they foiled an escape attempt of the suspect, Muhammad Asif, after he killed Husna. 


“We found the body in a pool of blood. A large and sharp knife was struck into her throat,” said Sub-Inspector Aziz Muhammad Mekan, additional SHO of the Zaman Town police station. “There are multiple stab wounds on her shoulder, which suggest that she put up resistance before receiving the fatal stab. We have seized the knife thought to have been used in the murder. It’s quite sharp and different from the one used in kitchen or in the household work.” 


Though the suspect, a labourer, claimed after the arrest that he was about to surrender himself to the law-enforcers, the investigators said Asif was trapped by neighbours, who engaged him in conversation before the police reached the crime-scene and the suspect could run away. 


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the doctors found the woman’s throat deeply slit. An official said that the suspect might have hit her in the throat only once, which proved fatal. 


After an initial interrogation, the police concluded that Asif killed Husna after the relationship between the couple began straining a few months ago, when the husband told the wife to stay at home most of the time. He claimed to have seen his wife go with a stranger on a motorcycle a few weeks back, said the investigator citing the suspect’s statement. 


“Last week, as stated by the suspect, he asked the wife about the stranger, but she refused to answer,” said an official associated with the investigation section of the Zaman Town police station. “The relationship soured further and finally on the night between Monday and Tuesday, the exchange of hot words between the couple resulted in Husna’s murder.” 


The police registered a case (FIR 549/2009) under Section 302 (premeditated murder) on the complaint of Farhan Akhtar, a maternal uncle of the deceased woman, against her husband. They also incorporated Section 109 (punishment of abetment if the act abetted committed in consequence and where no express provision is made for its punishment) of the PPC against Asif’s father Bashir and his maternal uncle Azam. 


“The section against Asif’s father and paternal uncle has been incorporated at the request of the victim’s uncle, but we have not yet arrested them,” said Sub-Inspector Mekan, the additional SHO of the Zaman Town police station.

(Dawn-13, 16/12/2009)

MQM man shot dead, friend wounded

KARACHI, Dec 16: A 26-year-old activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was gunned down in Shah Faisal Colony on Wednesday, officials said. 


A friend of the victim was also wounded in the shooting. 


They said the victim, identified as Mansoor Sheikh, was a resident of Gulshan-i-Malir within the remit of the Al-Falah police station. He was standing with his friend Muhammad Amir when attacked. 


“Two gunmen riding a motorbike came close to the two friends and one of the motorcyclists opened fire on them,” said Sub-Inspector Syed Mohsin Raza, the SHO the Al-Falah police station. “Both attackers escaped after the shooting. 


Mansoor, who had received two bullets, died while Amir is out of danger. He was hit by a single bullet in the left hand.” 


An MQM spokesman said that the deceased was a party worker, and condemned the killing.


“Mansoor Sheikh was associated with one of the Shah Faisal Colony sector units,” he said. The area remained tense for a couple of hours after the firing incident. 


The Al-Falah police said an FIR about Mansoor’s murder would be registered after medico-legal formalities at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). 


Two motorcyclists killed 


Two motorcyclists were crushed to death by a fast-moving truck after their motorbike fell down and was run over by a heavy vehicle on the National Highway near Port Qasim, police said. 


The victims, identified as 59-year-old Sher Muhammad and 27-year-old Imam Buksh, were riding a motorbike (KDE-3478) on the highway when the two-wheeler slipped and fell down.


“As both riders were lying on the ground, a speeding truck approaching from behind hit and killed them,” said Sub-Inspector Ghulam Mujtaba Bajwa of the Bin Qasim police station. “Both victims were employed at a nearby cattle farm and were going to work when the accident occurred.” 


Though the police seized the truck (GLT-9593) and arrested driver Muhammad Abbas, they said the initial findings suggested that it was not the driver’s fault. 


“But we are waiting for the response of the victims’ families. If they insist on criminal proceedings, a case would be registered against the driver,” he added. 


Woman’s body found 


The bullet-riddled body of a woman was found in Safoora Goth late Wednesday night, police said. 


The Malir Cant police said that the body was found near a graveyard close to Rahman Garden, a residential scheme in the area. 


They said that the woman suffered three bullet wounds in the abdomen and the head. She appeared to be in her early thirties and looked like an Afghan, they added. 
(Dawn-13, 17/12/2009)

Two killed in police action against ‘land-grabbers’

KARACHI, Dec 16: Two men were killed and several others wounded on Wednesday when law-enforcers and suspected squatters traded fire after the latter tried to clear a housing society on the Superhighway of alleged land-grabbers. The police claimed that the land had been cleared of encroachments as was ordered by the Sindh High Court. 


Officials and witnesses said that a joint anti-encroachment operation was launched by the police and Rangers to dislodge the illegal occupants from the Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society. 


They said a heavy contingent of the Gadap Town police moved into the area in the afternoon to clear three sectors – 7-A, 7-B and 5-A – of the 233-acre land, but returned empty-handed after hundreds of people, including women and children, resisted the operation, pelting the law-enforcers with stones and shouting slogans against them. 


A senior official said the police authorities sought support from the Rangers, and by the evening, the strength of the law-enforcers had almost doubled. The joint force first surrounded the area and warned the people to withdraw voluntarily or face action. 


“The situation didn’t become normal and some armed persons fired several shots at the police party,” said Rao Anwar, the SP of the Gadap Town police. “We first retreated considering the presence of women and children among the agitators, but frequent firing from the armed men forced both the Rangers and police to return fire.” 


A police van carrying SP Anwar also came under attack. The van was hit by some nine bullets. As the guns fell silent at sunset, the police found two people dead and some eight others wounded while most of the alleged encroachers had left the scene amid firing. 


“The two dead men have been identified as Aftab and Sarwar,” said DSP Iftikhar Lodhi, the supervisory police officer of the Sohrab Goth area. “We have arrested some 16 persons, including two women. The women are likely to be released after initial questioning. The action was taken on the orders of the high court, which was moved by the allottees of the society against the encroachment and won a verdict in their favour.” 


Though it was a third such action by the law-enforcers in a month, the police authorities this time claimed that the operation against encroachers was successfully completed and the land was cleared of encroachers. 


The wounded persons included Jabbar, Imran, Wazeer, Irfan, Imam Deen, Arshad, Irshad Bhatti and Aziz. 

More than 100 families had been settled on the three sectors of the encroached land allegedly by area influentials pretending that they had the support of a ruling party. 


The police also removed the ruling party’s flags from the encroached area. 


“We kept operating against the encroachers to evacuate the Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society in recent past,” said SP Rao of Gadap Town. “But every time we moved, the land-grabbers used women and children as a shield. Today (Wednesday) we moved with conviction and finally achieved the desired results.” 


He said the initial interrogation revealed that the land-grabbers after encroaching the society’s three sectors named them Allah Rakhio Goth and Sukhia Goth to frustrate any official action pretending that these settlements were homes of poor people. 


“Further investigations revealed that most of the families were brought in from the New Karachi area and settled on the three sectors of the society,” he said. Though the police failed to arrest any prime suspect of the whole affair, the investigators said they had identified several people led by a man named Noor Mohammad Burfat. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 17/12/2009)

Two land grabbers killed

A fierce gun-battle was reported in the Sohrab Goth police limits, where two alleged land grabbers were killed, three government vehicles were damaged while the police arrested eight land grabbers with a recovery of arms.


SP Gadap Town, Rao Anwaar Ahmed said that the complaint was lodged from Z.A. Nizami, the vice chancellor of a private university, against the Noor Khan Barfat group for occupying his land in Aligarh Society, Ayb Goth, and Sohrab Goth. 


Rao stated that, after discussing the matter with superiors and seeking help from the Pakistan Rangers Sindh, it was decided to clear the land from the land grabbers on Wednesday morning. 


Upon reaching the area on Wednesday the armed land grabbers resisted arrest and opened fire upon the police and rangers. The law enforcers present at the scene retaliated and after a brief encounter, seven land grabbers were injured who were then shifted to a hospital, while the Law Enforcement Agencies (LEA) personnel managed to recover a huge cache of arms. 


During the gun battle two police mobiles and a police Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) was damaged. Furthermore, two of the land grabbers succumbed to their injuries at the hospital of which one was identified as, Imran Brohi a relative of the accused Noor Khan Burfat. The police lodged an FIR.

(The News-13, 17/12/2009)
Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society encroachment

Two killed, 7 injured in Sohrab Goth shootout


KARACHI: At least two people were killed and seven wounded in a gun-battle between the law enforcers and land mafia within the limits of Sohrab Goth police station on Wednesday.


According to details, law enforcers had unsuccessfully tried to vacate the encroached land of Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society several times in the past. However, on Wednesday, heavy contingents of police and Rangers personnel along with officials of the City District Government Karachi went to the encroached site of more than 40 acres to clear it, where miscreants resorted to indiscriminate firing and threw stones on the law enforcers to force them to return without taking any action.


Sohrab Goth police station DSP Iftikhar Lodhi, when contacted, said that the police had fallen back because women and children were among the land grabbers, but returned to the site again along with the Rangers personnel where the land mafia again started firing on the law enforcers. Resultantly, a prolonged exchange of fire left some nine people wounded, out of which, two succumbed to the injuries on the way to the hospital.


DSP Lodhi added that we have cleared about 50 percent of the encroached land, but as the night fell the police moved back and the rest of the land will be cleared today (Thursday). He explained that leader of the land mafia Noor Mohammad Burfat claimed to have links with the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) as one of his brothers had died in the Karsaz incident on October 18, 2007.

He added that there were over 20 criminal cases registered against Burfat, but he got bail in each case prior to his arrest. He added that the police have arrested some eight operatives of land mafia from Aligarh Cooperative Housing Society and registered cases against them. 


MQM activist gunned down: An activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was gunned down and another was wounded in an incident of target killing on Wednesday evening, in front of a mosque at Rafa-e-Aam Society, Malir within the limits of the Al-Falah police station.


The victims sustained bullet wounds and were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where one died, after being shot by two men on a motorcycle. 


“The deceased was Mansoor Sheikh, 32, an activist of the MQM while the wounded person Mohammad Amir was a party supporter,” said police officials. Although the motive is yet to be ascertained the officers termed it an incident of target killing. Following the incident, tension and fear gripped the area and incidents of aerial firing were also reported, suspending the routine and commercial life in the vicinity. However, no case was registered till the filing of this report.


Milkmen die in road mishap: Two milkmen, Sher Mohammad, 58, and his relative Imam Bux, 26, were crushed to death when a speeding trawler hit their motorcycle near Indus Mor within the jurisdiction of Bin Qasim police ststion. The victims were going to Thatta, their hometown when the incident took place.


The accident caused anger among the locals and they apprehended and tortured the driver of the vehicle, Ghulam Abbas, before handing him over to the area police. A case has been registered against the driver and the trawler has been impounded by the officials.


CDGK employee knocked to death: A young motorcyclist was killed when a vehicle hit him at Kalapul near Sharah-e-Faisal. The victim, identified as Talha, was a resident of Dehli Colony and an employee of City District Government Karachi. The body was shifted to the JPMC for legal formalities.


KPT agent found dead: A body was found from a local factory located at Sector 4-K, within the limits of the Khawaja Ajmair Nagri police station. Police officials said Waheeduddin, 36, worked at Karachi Port Trust’s Clearing and Forwarding Section, and used to sleep at his friend’s factory from where his body was found.


As per police officials, the victim was apparently killed by a sharp object. His family suspects an old personal enmity to be the reason behind his murder.

(DailyTimes-B1, 17/12/2009)

‘Dacoit’ shot dead after being beaten up by mob

KARACHI, Dec 17: A man was shot dead by a member of the mob who had caught him along with his companion for looting cash and valuables from bus passengers in the early hours of Thursday in Liaquatabad. 


Police and witnesses said that the two suspects were caught while trying to flee with the booty. 


Though the police claimed that the deceased, later identified as Imran, 25, died from a bullet fired by his companion Zahid-ur-Rahman to scare away the chasing mob, eyewitnesses said the victim received a single bullet fired from a very close range by one of the two bike riders, who intervened when the suspects were being beaten up by the frenzied mob. 


“Two persons riding a motorbike intervened as the dozens of people in the ‘C’ Area of Liaqauatabad beat up the two suspects after the latter had been caught red-handed. With weapons in their hands, they were trying to escape after looting the passengers of a bus of route number 7C,” said one of the witnesses. 


“The two bikers got off their two-wheelers and one of them pulled out a TT pistol. He asked people to move away a bit and came close to one of the suspects before firing a shot. The suspect died on the spot, but before the armed man could turn to the second suspect, people around him advised him not to shed blood.” 


In the meantime, a police patrol party arrived and arrested the injured suspect. The other suspect’s body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for medico-legal formalities. 


The area police, however, rejected the witnesses’ account, insisting that Imran received a bullet when his alleged accomplice Zahid-ur-Rahman resorted to indiscriminate firing in a bid to scare away the chasing crowd. 

“The people who caught the two suspects only beat them up as none of them had a firearm,” said Sub-Inspector Hatim Khan Rustam, the station investigation officer (SIO) of the Super Market police station. Though the police claimed to have seized two TT pistols from the alleged bandits, they could not say that how many shots were fired from each of the pistols. 

“Imran, a resident of Patel Para, hails from Kala Daka in the NWFP,” the police officer said, adding that he lived with his paternal uncle. 


After performing the medico-legal formalities, the police handed over the body to the bereaved family and registered a case (FIR 246/2009) under Sections 319 (punishment for qatl-i-khata), 334 (punishment for Itlaf-udw) and 392 (punishment for robbery) of the Pakistan Penal Code against the arrested suspect. 
(Dawn-13, 18/12/2009)

Robber killed by mob, police blame accomplice

An armed robber was lynched by an enraged mob according to eyewitnesses while the police denied the apparent act of ‘mob justice’ and claimed that the man was killed by his accomplice, who in a bid to free himself from the mob, shot him dead. 


In an act of vigilante justice, an enraged mob shot dead an armed robber late Wednesday night after subjecting him to brutal torture while his accomplice was arrested by the police in Liaquatabad in the limits of Super Market police station. 


The incident took place near C-Area bus stop, Dak Khana, where two armed dacoits were fleeing after snatching money and other valuables from commuters of a route 7-C bus when people raised an alarm.


Eye witnesses said that people present in the area got hold of two armed dacoits, Imran and Zahid-ur-Rahman, and subjected them to torture.


One of the robbers, Imran, was stripped and given a severe beating by the mob and then an armed person shot a single bullet into his head killing him on the spot.


The other dacoit, Zahid-ur-Rahman, was also caught by the people. However, he managed to break himself free from the mob but had an accident while fleeing from the area and was later arrested by the Super Market police.


“I was among the persons who beat up the robber. He was beaten up by the people with fists, kicks, and stones. Later, a person, who had a gun, asked everyone to get aside and then shot him in the head,” an eyewitness, who refused to identify himself, said.


The witness said that the armed man who shot the robber was on a motorbike and accompanied by another person and after doing the “job”, they just disappeared.


However, Super Market police claimed that though the robber, Imran, was beaten up by the people, he was not killed by the mob. “He died when his accomplice, Zahid-ur-Rahman, fired his handgun in self-defence ina bid to free himself,” said the Station Investigation Officer (SIO) of the Super Market police Hatim Khan Marwat.


The investigation officer said that they had registered an FIR No. 249/09 against Zahid-ur-Rahman, the accomplice of the slain dacoit and included a section of PPC for killing his own accomplice while trying to free himself from the angry mob.

To a query, he said the incident took place at some distance from the main Dak Khana bus stop in Liaquatabad where police and Rangers usually remain present round the clock.


He said that police recovered two pistols from the possession of the accused Zahid-ur-Rahman, of which one was his own while the other was that of his killed associate. 


It merits mention here that it is not the first incident in Karachi in which armed robbers, especially those depriving people of their valuables, were lynched by the masses. In the recent past several robbers met the same fate at the hands of enraged mob.


In the worst such incident of vigilante justice, around 1000 people burnt three armed dacoits near Timber Market, an old city area in the limits of Eidgah police station on May 15, 2008, when they were fleeing after looting a house.


Hardly three days later, on May 18, 2008, two more armed robbers were caught and burnt alive in North Nazimabad in the limits of Shahrah-e-Noor Jahan police by the angry mob, resulting in the death of a dacoit on the spot while the other died a few days later in hospital.


In August 2009, an armed, unidentified robber was killed by an angry mob in Sector 11-B, New Karachi.

Similarly, two robbers were killed and another was injured on August 13 after a mob gave them a hiding in Zafar Town in the remit of the Shah Latif police station.


In another such incident, an armed robber was beaten to death by an angry mob in Lyari when he got injured in an encounter with the police. The people got hold of him and killed him by subjecting him to torture.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 18/12/2009)
Karachi’s oldest police station in a shambles

Karachi currently has more than 100 police stations in various parts of the city. Among these, the Docks police station is the oldest in town. This was revealed in a survey conducted recently by The News. The Docks police station is, in fact, among those established before Independence, and is said to be the biggest police station of Asia, jurisdiction-wise.


The jurisdiction of the Docks police station extends to over 90 Kilometres right up to the Sindh-Balochistan border, and includes Gadani, Ibrahim Hyderi, Rehri Goth, Keti Bandar, and the Sindh coast.

It may be noted here that the check post at Manora, which also falls in its jurisdiction was established during the British Rule. For the past few months the check post is abandoned. Moreover, police sources claimed that once an SSP visited the check-post in 2002, and suspended an Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) incharge of this check post for not informing the departmental heads of the shabby condition conditions. Interestingly, however, the SSP also did not bother to have the place renovated despite availability of funds.


The jurisdiction of the Docks police station, includes the beaches of Hawkesbay and Sandspit where the huts of different dignitaries and bureaucrats, including one belonging to national hero and Pakistanís internationally acclaimed scientist Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan are located. Despite this vast jurisdiction which also includes army installations, the police station is facing a shortage of manpower.


Police sources said that, most of the area of under the control of the Docks Police Station comprises the sea and as such, the police station also has a boat for mobile patrolling of the sea. Interestingly, when asked about the boat, the officials said that it was moored at the Keamari Jetty and was not in working order for the past 20 years.


The government is known to be providing funds for maintenance of the boat and also provide diesel but no one knows where these funds are utilised. The officers maintained that several letters were written to the head of the department but no compliance was forthcoming.


The Docks police station consists of three Islands, Bhaba Island, Bhit Island, and Manora Island. Moreover, in the jurisdiction of Docks police station mostly in the island are small pockets of illegal immigrants, which includes Bengalis, Burmese, Afghans, and a few from other nationalities.


Sources claimed that the presence of these illegal immigrants numbered more than 0.2 million most of whom had managed to get Pakistani nationality. Some Intelligence officers said that most of the criminals involved in smuggling, drug peddling, and robberies were residing in small pockets of this jurisdiction and most of them were residing in Machar Colony, Docks police station.


When contacted, the DIG, South Zone, Ghulam Nabi Memon, said that the shabby condition of the police station was is in knowledge. While handing over charge, he had paid a visit in this regard.


During his survey he found that the boat was in a very bad condition which could not be repaired and was lying in that condition for the past many years. In this regard he had written a letter to the CPO for supplying two boats for patrolling.


He added that he had also suggested to the authorities to train the new recruits in swimming and also get them trained by the Navy and Coast guards which is essential for marine patrolling and combating crime at sea.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 18/12/2009)
Police snare bank heist mastermind

Police arrested the mastermind of Pakistan’s biggest bank heist along with two of his accomplices and recovered foreign currency worth Rs120 million.


It is worth noting here that five armed men wearing uniform of security guards looted Rs310 million from the Allied Bank on the I.I. Chundrigar Road on December 13.


The Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Karachi Waseem Ahmed said that a team of senior police officials had been constituted to probe the case and after a thorough investigation they raided a hideout in the city and arrested the culprits including Shahid Mehmood, a private security guard deployed at the bank. 


The real name of Shahid Mehmood is Hamid, son of Asghar Ali, a resident of Mirba Khel, Para Channar, Tehsil Upper Kuram, district Kuram Agency.


Police sources said that the Station House officer (SHO) Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Nasrullah Khan, was tipped-off that Shahid was hiding in a house in Pehlwan Goth.


The SHO along with a team conducted a raid and arrested the accused and took him to the police station concerned, where during investigation, he told the investigators about his other accomplices, who were reportedly hiding in the Bhittaiabad area.


After his disclosure, the SHO Sharea Faisal and Inspector Shah conducted a raid at the hideout and arrested Khalid and Laiq and recovered arms and looted foreign currency, the sources added. The two were also taken to the police station concerned for investigation.


The CCPO Karachi said that after the arrest of the culprits, he had directed the police to seal borders and perform maximum patrolling to arrest the other two men. 


The CCPO said that the police also recovered more than 24 fake Computerised National identity Cards (CNICs), drivers licences, SIMs of various cellular companies and cell phones, besides a car (Toyota Corolla), used by the criminals during the bank robbery. The car was purchased by accused Laiq from Toyota Society Motors. 


The CCPO said that after the successful recovery of money, the Allied Bank president has announced to give five per cent of the recovered amount to the officers who arrested the culprits. 

He said that the Sindh Home Department has also recommended issuing promotion orders to the police officers. 


Regarding security companies, the CCPO said that about 220 security companies with 60,000 security guards were working in the city. He alleged that the security companies hired guards without complete verification. 

In this regard, the CCPO said, he had issued directive to Town Police Officers (TPOs) of Karachi’s three zones to visit each and every security company to audit and inspect their records and to submit a report before January 15, 2010.


“If the companies don’t have complete information or data of their guards, the police would recommend to the Home Department to cancel their licences immediately,” he said. He said that the security companies were working under the Sindh Security Companies Ordinance 2000-01 but the work done by them was not according to the law. 

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 19/12/2009)
Facing up to an ‘inhumane circle of abuse’

Fifteen-year-old Hasan lost his innocence when he was only nine years of age: a man woke him up one night at the Cantt Station and forced Hasan to satisfy his carnal desires. Hasan has been living on the streets for a while now, with his only possession being a shabby quilt. The teenager told The News that he is still haunted by the past. 


“Life on the streets is unimaginably dirty and dangerous, and there is not a single street child who has been safe from the inhumane circle of abuse,” said Hasan, his eyes giving way to drops of tears.


“The city is home to nearly 35,000 street children and 500,000 working children, who are exposed to all kinds of abuse and addictions,” said Initiator Human Development Foundation (IHDF) President Rana Asif Habib. The IHDF has been closely working with street children for the last several years, and helping children to get rid of their addictions, later followed by counselling and rehabilitation.


On the other hand, Hasan likes living on the street as he is free to do anything he wants. “I left my home in Machar Colony when I was seven. My brother used to beat me, and I was tired of my mother’s taunts and scolding,” he said. Today, Hasan proudly claims that he has slept on every major road of the city, and has travelled as far as Bahawalpur with his friends. 


Hasan is desperately trying to get rid of his heroin addiction these days - an attempt that has failed thrice. “Access to heroin packets is quite easy. All the hotels on Burn Roads are involved in this trade, and all the street children can easily buy the heroin ‘token’ for Rs30.” However, when Hasan wants to sell heroin, he gets it at cheaper rates from the wholesale market, which sells sub-standard heroin at a location in New Karachi.


Before becoming addicted to heroin, Hasan’s first love was glue. “I clearly remember the first time when I sniffed Samad Bond. I felt that the world spinning around. The glue doesn’t make us hungry, and in winters keeps us warm. However the addiction is so strong that it makes us lose control and we injure ourselves,” he said and showed the blade cuts on his arms


The government’s apathy towards the condition of children like Hasan is an alarming one as thousands of lives are being destroyed. “The government is spending Rs100 million on the construction of a fish aquarium in Clifton, but cannot spend a few thousand on building a shelter home for these street children. Until and unless the government turns a serious eye, the number of street children involved in thefts and other such evils will keep on increasing,” said Habib.


Hasan readily agrees with Habib. All of his street friends and him are involved in pick pocketing, begging, stealing, sale of heroin and other drugs. The money earned is distributed among police officials, mafia people, and anyone who could comes to claim their share. The rest is left to buy heroin, and is spent on watching films the whole night at a shop in Essa Nagri. 

Hasan has seen many friends withering away, some due to overdose of drugs, others were killed by officials and other influential people. The bodies of these street children bodies are also left to rot on the streets. “I dream about my friends who are dead. I don’t know what my future is, but right now I am focusing on to leave the heroin addiction for good,” a solemn Hasan said.

(By Rabia Ali, The News-20, 19/12/2009)
Teenage girl killed after parents refuse marriage proposal

A teenage girl was shot dead after her parents refused a marriage proposal. Ambreen, 18, was killed in the Sultanabad area in the Jackson police limits. 


During the investigation it transpired that a relative of Ambreen had sent a marriage proposal to her father for marrying her with one, Imtiaz.


The parents of the deceased refused the proposal, upon which, Imtiaz along with Wazeer and Ghulam Hussain broke into their house and killed the girl. A case was registered by the police. 


In a separate case, Nazaar Ali, 55, succumbed to injuries at a hospital. 


He was shot down by armed men when he put up resistance to a robbery bid in the New Town police limits on Friday night. Police said that the deceased was a resident of Scheme-35, Gulzar-i-Hijri. A case was lodged at the police station concerned. 


In a separate mishap, Sharif Gul was crushed to death by a speeding car in the Sachal police limits, while he was crossing the Super Highway. The deceased was a resident of the Sohrab Goth area. A case was reported at the police station concerned.


In another case, the tortured body of an unidentified man was found in bushes in the Orangi Town graveyard. A case was reported at the Pakistan Bazaar police station.


Meanwhile, Junaid, 25, was shot by armed assailants while he was sitting in a hotel on the Jamia Millia Road in the Al-Falah police limits.


Police said that two armed men riding on a motorcycle opened fire on Junaid, as a result of which he received three bullets wounds. He was shifted to a hospital, where he was stated to be in a critical condition.


Junaid was an activist of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). A case was lodged at the police station concerned and investigation is under way.

(The News-14, 20/12/2009)
Suitor kills girl after being rejected


KARACHI: A young man, accompanied by two others shot dead their teenage cousin after her father rejected his marriage proposal.


The police have booked the culprits and initiated raids for the arrests to probe the case. 


This awful incident took place early in the afternoon at around 12:10pm at the girl’s house located at Katchi Abadi, Haji Camp in Sultanabad within the limits of Jackson police station where the key suspect identified as Ghulam Imtiaz along with his brother, Ghulam Hassan and a cousin Wazir Bukht entered the house of the girl, Ambreen and after an exchange of hot words with the victim’s father shot her thrice in the face and then easily managed to flee from the scene. 


Panic and fear gripped the area following the incident. The police reached the spot after the victim’s neighbours informed them, but the police had to face many obstacles before performing legal formalities, as the family did not agree to cooperate with the police. 


However, the girl’s body was rushed to the Civil Hospital Karachi and then handed over to her family after legal formalities. 


The 18-year-old Ambreen, daughter of Mohammadullah was the second among the two sisters and three brothers. 


“Imtiaz wanted to marry Ambreen, but her father, who is a driver by profession refused the proposal and three days ago got her engaged with his brother-in-law’s son,” said SHO Nasirul Hassan. “Imtiaz was not happy with her father’s decision and at the day of incident, he along with his brother and cousin arrived at their house where he tried to convince girl’s father at first, but on continuous refusal he finally shot the girl.” 


Quoting the family of the deceased, the officer said, the victim Ambreen was working in the kitchen when she was shot. “She was shot thrice in the face and died on the spot,” said the officer. “A 30 bore pistol was used in the assassination.” The victim’s family and the culprits hailing from Kohat, Hungu, NWFP are relatives and reside in Sultanabad and frequently visited each other’s homes. SHO Hassan said that both the victim’s family and the culprit’s are not educated. “It was very difficult to convince the family of the girl for registering a case and other legal formalities,” said the officer. “They were saying that we are Pakhtoons and would resolved the issue themselves and do not need the help of anyone.”


However, the police have lodged an FIR under Section 302/34 on the complaint of victim’s father against the accused Imtiaz, Hassan and Wazir Bukht and initiated further investigation to probe the case. The SHO also said that the elder sister of the victim had been married to the brother of the culprit. School van driver gunned down: Unidentified culprits’ firing killed a school van driver near Khatoon-e-Pakistan Girl’s College within the limits of New Town police station. 


According to details a 45-year-old man identified as Nisar Ali was on his way home along with his wife in a private car owned by his brother-in-law when an unidentified man gunned him down. The culprit got inside the car and shot him once at point blank range in the head and escaped. 


SHO Rahim Shah said that the deceased had stopped his car to buy some food from a pushcart vendor when an unknown man arrived, got inside the car and shot him and escaped. He said the culprit was alone and had parked his motorbike on the other side of the road before he came on foot to kill the victim. The culprit told Ali’s wife that he wanted nothing and shot Ali. He was taken to the hospital where doctors pronounced him dead. Police have so far been unable to ascertain the cause of the murder but suspect personal enmity the cause behind the murder. Police have registered an FIR against unknown assailant and handed over the body to the family after autopsy.


Beggar’s body found from graveyard: At least four-day-old body of an old man was found from the graveyard located at Sector 14-C, Orangi Town within the limits of Pakistan Bazaar police station. Police officials said that the area people informed them about foul stink, and when the police reached there they found the body of a 70-year-old Rafiq from his hut at a local graveyard. The victim was a Bengali and a beggar by profession. The body was shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.


Man crushed to death: A motorcyclist was killed near Superhighway when a hit-and-run vehicle knocked him down at Sachal police station limits. 


Police officials said that the victim, Sharif Gul, 45, son of Jamil Khan was a timekeeper at a local bus stand. The body was shifted to ASH for legal formalities.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 20/12/2009)
Terrorists distributing training CDs in city
Taliban courses now at your doorstep


KARACHI: As the militants continue being tracked down by the city’s security forces, the militants are coming up with innovative ideas to swell its ranks and bring aspiring militants to its fold.


[image: image12.jpg]


The militants, who were earlier making good use of CDs and DVDs as a means of spreading propaganda, terrorising people and glorifying their victories in the battlefield, have now turned to the same media for training hopeful militants. The CDs provide information regarding physical fitness requirement of a militant, using modern weaponry and developing bombs out of raw material.


These CDs not only focus on providing theoretical guidance, but also display militants in action as they operate different weapons and produce bombs.


Some shots from the battlefield are also included in these CDs, which give the watchers an idea on how they should attack the enemy and then escape from the battlefield.


The training CD, which contains a 54-minute long video, also shows a man developing a suicide jacket and explaining what material to use to make it functional.


Some of the shots included in the CD have been taken from the battlefield of Helmand and some from the attacks on Pakistani security forces.


According to sources, the CDs were developed in the country’s tribal areas and then distributed by the militants “through proper channels”.


According to media experts, these militants are cleverer than expected.


The otherwise anti-media militants properly know how to use modern technology for their cause.


Al-Qaeda and Taliban elements were earlier known for glorifying their on-field achievements and beheading of the “Jasoos”.


This is the first time that such CDs have come on the surface.


Faizullah Jan, a media expert who has been following the activities of the militants, said the tactics of the militants change with time and they know how and what they should do and when.

“Now that they have been under fire from all sides, the militants are looking for inventive techniques for their survival,” he added. However, officials of the Crime Investigation Department have denied existence of any such CDs - at least in Karachi.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 21/12/2009)

Four ANP men allegedly held
Violence erupts in Sultanabad


KARACHI: Violence broke out in the Sultanabad area within the limits of Jackson police station on Sunday, when police allegedly arrested four activists of the Awami National Party following a raid at their office. The Jackson police raided the office of the ANP in Sultanabad and arrested four party activists namely Sahib Khan, Saif Kamal, Kamal and Jabbar.
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Following their arrest, many ANP workers staged a protest demonstration and set tyres on fire.


They also pelted stones at passing vehicles and blocked the traffic. A heavy contingent of police rushed to the spot and tried to bring the siuation under control.


However, some of the protesters opened firing at the police, causing the latter to retaliate. The situation exacerbated and routine and commercial activities in the area were suspended.


Witnesses said that a number of people were stuck in the traffic jam caused by miscreants, who also damaged vehicles injured bystanders. DSP Javaid Iqbal Bhatti said he had no knowledge about the arrest of the ANP activists, but added that the arrested men must be criminal however they are trying to ascertain which police agency has apprehended them. He said the law and order situation was now under control.


ANP leader Muhammad Ali Kakar said a police team headed by Jackson police station SHO raided their office and arrested four ANP activists, however, the police was now concealing their arrest.

“We have given a two-hour ultimatum to the police to release our activists otherwise our protest would continue,” he said. SHO Jackson Nasirul Hassan while said that we have arrested four men for creating a law and order situation, damaging vehicles, and wounded passers-by during the protest demonstration. 
(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 21/12/2009)

MQM-H activist shot dead in Korangi

KARACHI, Dec 22: A 45-year-old activist of the Mohajir Qaumi Movement-Haqiqi (MQM-H) was gunned down in the Korangi Industrial Area on Tuesday, police and party sources said.


They said the victim, Athar Feroze, was on his way to the industrial area on his motorbike when he was targeted on the Korangi Expressway. “As he got off the bridge carrying a bundle of garments, a car with three to four occupants intercepted the motorbike and forced him to halt,” said an official at the Kornagi Industrial Area police station. 


As soon as he stopped, a man got off the car, fired multiple shots with a TT pistol at Athar from a very close range and escaped along with his accomplices. 


Later, some passersby called the police and a volunteer organisation to shift the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for medico-legal formalities and identification. 


“The victim received at least four bullet wounds – two in the head and one each in the chest and face,” said an official at the JPMC’s medico-legal section. “The bullets were fired from a very close range. One of the bullets pierced the victim’s skull.” 


The victim was later identified as a senior member of the Afaq Ahmed faction of the MQM-H. The party claimed that his life had been under threat for many years, adding that he was forced to leave his residential area, Shah Faisal Colony, more than eight years back. 


The police said that Athar dealt in garments. He was on his way to deliver the products to one of his clients when he came under attack, the police added. “He was in charge of the party’s sector in Shah Faisal Colony,” said Akhtar Hussain, member the ad-hoc committee of the party. “He was forced to leave the area by a terrorist organisation. Since then, he had been changing residences with his wife and five children.” 


Mr Hussain alleged that the rival party didn’t allow his funeral or burial at his Shah Faisal residence that forced the party to make arrangements in Landhi Town. Though the victim was wanted in several criminal cases, including murder and attempt to murder cases, the party claimed the cases were politically motivated. 


The police said that the family of the victim had not turned up at the police station to lodge an FIR. “We are waiting for their response and if they don’t come forward, the case would be registered on behalf of the state,” said the official. 


Body found in Chowkandi 

The body of a young man was found in the Chowkandi graveyard off the main National Highway on Tuesday, police said. 

They said the staff at the centuries-old graveyard informed the area police about the presence of the body. 

“The victim seemed in his late 30s,” said an official at the Shah Latif police station. 

“He was wearing a shalwar and a T-shirt and sustained serious head injuries that might be the cause of his death.” 

He said the police also questioned area elders in the goths adjoining the graveyard, but they failed to recognise the victim. It seemed that the body was at least two to three days old. 

“We shifted the body to the JPMC for medico-legal formalities and then to the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth for want of identification,” the official added. 


Man dies in accident 

A 50-year-old man was crushed to death in the SITE area on Tuesday. 

Police said that a passenger bus of route 1-D rammed into a roadside tyre puncture shop, where the man was standing after the tie-rod of the vehicle (JA 0929) broke off. 


The police claimed that they seized the bus, but the driver escaped after the accident. 

“The victim, identified as Yaseen, was a resident of Sector 8-L in Orangi Town,” said an official at the SITE-A police station. He was taken to the Abbassi Shaheed for a post-mortem examination. 


Bus passengers said that they were going to Banaras from the Habib Bank roundabout when the driver lost control of the bus and it rammed into the roadside shop. “Later we came to know the tie-rod of the bus had snapped.”He said another man identified as Khoona Gul also sustained minor injuries. 

The police said that they would register a case after the completion of medico-legal formalities.

(Dawn-13, 23/12/2009)

Undertrial shot dead in front of courtroom, ‘gunman’ held

KARACHI, Dec 23: An undertrial prisoner, facing murder charges, was gunned down inside the City Courts on Wednesday and one of his two brothers and a policeman were seriously wounded when three gunmen entered the building and opened fire on them, police and witnesses said. 


Two of the attackers escaped after the shooting, but a third alleged attacker was arrested outside the court. He was chased, trapped and overpowered by plainclothes policemen of the Crime Investigation Department, who were waiting outside the building for a colleague attending a court hearing. 


The 10-minute drama, filled with gunshots and commotion in and outside the City Courts building, caused hundreds of people to gather at the shootout scene, Gate 2 of the building. Before the police took the dead UTP, Malik Sohail, to the Civil Hospital and his wounded brother Hammad Gul and the police constable for treatment, the CID policemen outside the court arrested one of the three suspected attackers. 


“Shooting erupted when the three UTPs – Malik Sohail, Hammad Gul and Shahid Gul – were escorted by two police constables – Salman Khattak and Ata-ur-Rehman – after they appeared before the additional district and sessions judge (West-II), Romana Siddiqui,” said an eyewitness. 


“Since that courtroom was comparatively close to one of the entrances, three young men carrying pistols and wearing Shalwar-Kameez ran towards the handcuffed UTPs emerging from the courtroom into the main corridor with the two policemen.” 


Since the armed attack was so sudden and intense, it created instant panic and people ran for safety. Another witness said he saw the policeman, Salman Khattak, who was later wounded, fire at the gunmen before sustaining a single gunshot in the leg and falling unconscious. 


“Only one of the attackers went close to the UTPs and policemen, while his two accomplices were just providing him cover by firing into the air or randomly,” said the witness. “It seemed that the attacker near the UTPs and policemen only targeted Malik Sohail as he fired at the policeman only when he retaliated. He also fired a single shot to injure the other UTP, Hammad Gul.” 


The rattle of gunfire also alerted the CID policemen standing outside the building. A few moments after the firing they saw three armed young men running out of the court’s building. 


“Our officials were there to attend a hearing as a matter of course,” said Mazhar Mashwani, the SP of the CID. “Some three to four CID men, who were in plain clothes and carried official weapons, first saw two men running into a narrow street outside the court. The third one, who had actually fired the shots on the UTPs and policemen, followed them around five to eight seconds later.” 


He said the CID policemen chased the third attacker who, on seeing the policemen following him, bolted into a narrow lane opposite the main entrance to the City Courts. However, he said, the armed man found himself trapped after the policemen pulled out their pistols and warned him to surrender. 


“Our policemen later arrested the attacker, who has been identified as Khaista Khan, and seized from him a TT pistol with a magazine carrying four bullets. The suspect is being interrogated by the CID, and leads from him would help in further arrests in this regard,” said SP Mashwani. 


The suspect, aged between 28 and 30, told the investigators that he had killed Sohail Malik to avenge the murder of his paternal uncle Ahmed Jan, who was gunned down in January 2007 allegedly by the deceased UTP with his accomplices in a Baldia Town locality. 


“He has disclosed the names of two other attackers as Faisal and Dilawar, who escaped after the incident but said that they only assisted him in hitting the target,” he added. 


Following Mr Khan’s statement to the CID investigators, the City Courts police gathered facts and came to know about the years-old family feud between the two parties as the motive behind the frequent killings of each other’s men. 


“Arrested Khaista Khan is a nephew of Ahmed Jan, a contractor, who was allegedly killed by Malik Sohail with his brothers Hammad Gul and Shahid Gul in January 2007 apparently to avenge an earlier murder in his family,” said an official at the City Courts police station. 


“The three accused, nominated in the FIR (11/2007) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code by the victim’s family were later arrested,” said the official. “Actually they had been facing the same charges for the last several years and Sohail Malik was granted bail a day before he was attacked and killed. He was due to be released after furnishing a surety of Rs100,000. The two brothers (Hammad Gul and Shahid Gul) are waiting for a verdict on their bail applications in the same case.” 


The incident set alarm bells ringing in the quarters concerned after the fresh incident of firing and the second killing in less than two months inside the City Courts building. A policeman was gunned in October by two UTPs, who escaped from the City Courts after snatching his official sub-machine gun. 


“DIG (South) Ghulam Nabi Memon has suspended Sub-Inspector Chaudhary Muhammad Nazeer, the SHO of the City Courts police station,” said an official at the DIG’s office. 


The City Courts later registered an FIR (191/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder), 324 (attempt to murder) and 34 (with common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against the three alleged attackers.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 24/12/2009)

PPP leader shot dead

KARACHI: The secretary general of the Pakistan People’s Party Karachi chapter’s cultural wing was shot dead by unidentified men on Thursday.


Ameen Memon, 40, son of Zakeria, was gunned down at Abul Hassan Ispahani Road, within the limits of the Mubina Town police station. Memon was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where he succumbed to his injuries during treatment. 

The deceased was a resident of Kaneez Fatima Society located in Scheme 33, Gadap Town and left behind a widow and three children.


In another incident of target killing, a 30-year-old man was killed within the limits of the Iqbal Market police station.


Police said Adnanul Hassan was killed in Sector 11/1 Orangi Town. Unidentified men on a motorcycle shot him near Shabaz Nagar and fled. Hassan expired on the way to the hospital.


Iqbal Market police station SHO SM Raza said the deceased was a resident of Malir area and had arrived in Orangi to meet his friends. The SHO pointed out that the victim’s father Attaul Hassan and uncle used to reside in Shabaz Nagar and both were also murdered. He added that the father and uncle of the deceased were faith healers and their profession could be the cause of their murder, but Hassan was not affiliated with this business and the reason behind his killing could not be ascertained yet.

(DailyTimes-B1, 25/12/2009)

Teenage girl’s body found in Gulshan

KARACHI, Dec 25: The trussed-up body of a teenage girl, believed to have been tortured, gang-raped and strangled, was found near the railway tracks in Gulshan-i-Iqbal area on Friday. 


Police said that residents of Block 13D-1 informed them about the presence of the body of a teenage girl near the tracks. 


The police said the victim was wearing a green shalwar-kameez and appeared to be aged between 15 and 16 years. “Both her hands and legs were tied with pieces of rope and it appeared that the body was dumped in a gunny bag and that some ragpickers took it out of the bag,” SHO Gulshan-i-Iqbal police station Sub-Inspector Rustam Nawaz said. 


The police said they found deep marks of cigarette burns on the body. Besides, her short hair suggested that the head was shaved off only a few weeks back, the police added. 


The body was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for a post-mortem examination. Doctors at the medico-legal section of the hospital confirmed that the victim had been sexually assaulted at least by two men before being strangled. They said the girl was tortured and killed at least 24 hours before her body was found. 


“There are very clear indications which helped us arrive at this conclusion,” said an official at the ASH. 


The police registered a case (FIR 814/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code against unidentified persons on behalf of the state. 


“We have also questioned a number of people residing in the shanty towns in Block 13D-1, but no one has come up with any clue. Her features suggest that she belonged to some southern Punjab area,” the SHO of Gulshan-i-Iqbal police station said. Following the post-mortem examination, the body was shifted to the Edhi morgue at Sohrab Goth for want of identification. 
(Dawn-13, 26/12/2009)

Police bow out as women offer challenge

The boldness of two Baloch women on Saturday evening not only prevented a public coach from being seized by the police but also led to the release of the bus conductor. 


The incident took place in front of the SM Law College in the limits of the Arambagh police picket. An ASI along with a constable signalled a Starline coach to stop so that they could take it away for transporting policemen for duties at certain places ahead of the Ashura.


The driver of the coach sped away but the Arambagh police chased the bus and intercepted it at the roundabout in front of the SM Law College. The policemen tried to take the conductor to their police picket for defying their orders.


In the meantime, two Baloch women got out of the bus and challenged the police men to let the conductor go, saying that they too would go to the police station if the conductor was not released. On this, the police had to release the conductor.


Chairman Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) Irshad Bukhari told The News that since Friday, police had confiscated 150 public transport buses for blocking roads and transporting police personnel. “We are paid the fare of buses after five to six years and even the paid amount is usually lower than the market rates,” he said.

(The News-13, 27/12/2009)
Second blast in Karachi in two days

KARACHI, Dec 27: Thirty people, three policemen and four children among them, were injured when a low-intensity bomb exploded during a Muharram mourning procession in Qasba Mor area of the city on Sunday. 


This was second such incident in the city in two days. 


Although bomb disposal personnel said the blast had not been caused by an improvised explosive device (IED) but by gas from an open sewer line along the road, the crater at the place was larger than usually seen after a sewerage line bust. 


“We thoroughly checked the area and found nothing which shows it’s a bomb blast,” said Capital City Police Officer Waseem Ahmed. 


“The situation is quite clear but we are still investigating to strengthen our findings. The injuries were caused when construction material dumped on the roadside came down due to force of the explosion.” 


But doctors at the Qatar Hospital and Abbassi Shaheed Hospital, where the injured had been taken to by residents, ambulances of charity organisations and also by law-enforcement personnel, found splinter wounds on their bodies. 


“The wounds appear to have been caused by a bomb blast,” said Dr Mashhooduz Zafar Farooq, medical superintendent at the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital. 


“We received seven people who had suffered minor injuries. They were discharged after necessary treatment.” 


Officials at Qatar Hospital in Orangi Town, where 27 injured people had been treated, were of the same opinion. 


“The 27 injured included two boys nine to 10 years old and three policemen,” said one of the officials. 


“One policeman was taken to the Abbassi Shaheed Hospital because he required a minor head surgery which we couldn’t do here, but he was out of danger.” 


Violence erupted in Qasba and Ali Garh areas after the blast and dozens of charged youths took to the main road chanting slogans against the government, blaming it for what they called its failure to make adequate security arrangements. 


While police maintained calm and tried to persuade the protesters to disperse, some people set on fire two taxis and another vehicle parked in the area. 


Despite police insistence that it was not a case of bomb explosion, the incident set alarms bell ringing in law-enforcement quarters and senior officials met later in the night to review security arrangements for Ashura on Monday.

(Dawn-1, 28/12/2009)

Land mafia’s hand found in estate-agent killings

KARACHI, Dec 27: Seventeen real-estate agents have been murdered in the city over the last six months in what investigators and stakeholders termed incidents of targeted killing, pointing the finger at the ‘land mafia’. 


Data acquired by Dawn from officials and independent sources indicates that police stations in several parts of the city have registered 17 such cases under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code since July 2009 where the victims dealt in property business. 


“The cases were registered in all the three zones – east, west and south – of the police organisational map [of Karachi],” said a source. 


“A majority of them ran real-estate agencies or directly dealt in property business, while there were a few who worked in the profession on a part-time basis or to supplement their income.” 


He said that investigations had hardly made any progress in any of the 17 cases, and no suspects had been apprehended so far. However, he added, the victims’ profession was thought to be a major reason behind these killings, with other officials pointing the finger at the ‘land mafia’. 


Those at the helm of police affairs say that the authorities recognise the fact that the real estate business has boomed in Karachi in recent times, attracting the attention of people with both political and mafia backing. 


“A direct link to the land mafia has been found in such killings,” said Abdul Qadir Thebo, the DIG of Investigations. “There are some cases which were the result of some dispute or personal enmity, but the main reasons lay with the involvement of the mafia in this business. This [issue] requires effort from all people concerned.” 


Only this month, a property dealer and his guard were killed, while his driver received serious wounds, when two gunmen sprayed them with bullets on the main Sunset Boulevard, within the remit of the Defence police station. 


A few weeks earlier, a real estate agent was intercepted and shot dead by some armed men in the Clifton area when he was returning home in Sultanabad. 


The stakeholders concerned believe that political support is being afforded to the land mafia in the city, and they feel increasingly insecure. They also do not appear to know what forum to raise the issue at. 


“The interests of these individuals or groups have gone beyond plots or land,” said Farooq-uz-Zaman Khan, the chairman of the Association of Builders and Developers. 


“They have started targeting finished products, that is apartments and bungalows, built by our member organisations, who then face a new challenge: to get these mafia people to vacate the buildings.” 


He said the association had taken up the issue with the administration, but there were hardly a few cases which had been resolved. The number of incidents kept increasing with each passing day, he added. 


“The police and authorities are duly briefed about the trend so that we can seek their help, but our priority remains the political leadership, as the groups involved in these activities enjoy the support of one group or another,” said the ABAD chairman. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 28/12/2009)

Newlywed woman strangled

KARACHI, Dec 27: A young newlywed woman was strangled allegedly by her husband in the Landhi area on Sunday, police said. They said that relatives of Rani came to know about her murder when they visited her rented house in Sector 2 of Majeed Colony. 


They first knocked at the door of her house but did not get any response, the police said. “Then they inquired from other relatives about Rani and her husband Nazeer, but didn’t find them anywhere,” said a Quaidabad police station official. 

“Finally one of the relatives scaled the wall and jumped into the house and found her body lying in her bedroom with blood oozing from her mouth.” 


The police official said the victim, in her early-twenties, had tied the knot with Nazeer four months back. She hailed from Khanpur in Punjab. 


The police and family of the victim suspected her husband’s involvement in the murder. 

The man was missing after the incident, the police official said. 


“Nazeer worked as a textile worker, and neighbours said they heard the couple exchange hot words earlier in the day,” he said. “The body was shifted to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for medico-legal formalities where doctors in their initial examination confirmed that she was strangled at least four hours before she was brought to the hospital.” 

He said that the police would register a case under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code after the completion of the medico-legal formalities. 
(Dawn-13, 28/12/2009)

Mysterious blast near Muharram rally injures 27

As many as 27 people, including women, children and police personnel, were injured in a blast near Qasba Morr on Sunday in the vicinity of a ninth Muharram procession that was passing through the area. The blast caused a lot of panic, however no casualty was reported. Despite early speculation, the blast was described by the police as having occurred “inside a sewerage lane” and due to “combustion of gas”, and not due to sabotage. 


Police sources said that on Sunday afternoon, a ninth Muharram procession from Hyderi Imambargah, situated in Orangi Town Sector-10, was heading towards Ali Imambargah, situated in Qasba Colony. The route adopted by the rally was through Orangi Town road, which ends at Qasba Colony Morr, Peerabad police limits. 


The procession reached Ali Imambargah by evening, and it was towards the conclusion of the march that an explosion took place inside a sewerage lane, as per police reports. A wave of commotion and disorder followed, as people started running from place to place to save their lives, said police officials. 


Citizens present at the scene as well as personnel of rescue services started shifting the injured to Qatar Hospital, Orangi Town and Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH), Nazimabad. A heavy contingent of police and Rangers cordoned off the area, and sent for the bomb disposal squad to collect evidence and investigate the cause of the explosion.


After the incident, enraged citizens present at the scene launched a protest, pelting passing vehicles with stones. Many protestors refused to accept that the blast was caused by the combustion of gas, and alleged that terrorists had planted a bomb at the sewerage line. In the meantime, unidentified persons also torched three vehicles, while some citizens also staged a protest outside the hospitals where the patients were lodged. 


The injured shifted to ASH have been identified as nine-year-old Qasim Raza, 18-year-old Amir Ali, Sub-Inspector (SI) Yaseen Shah of Mominabad police station, Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Sajjad of Orangi Town, and police constables Amir Ghani and Mohammed Ehsaan of Police Qaumi Razakar. 


The injured shifted to Qatar Hospital have been identified as Syed Raza, Mohammed Faraz, Syed Hassan Ali, Mohammed Nadir, Shahbir Haider, Maumil Hussain, Muharam Ali, Hassan, Raza, Hussain, Mohammed Hussain, Ali Akber, Imran Qureshi, Mohammed Ali, Syed Zulfiqar, Mohammed Hassan, Syed Ghazanfer Hussain, Zulfiqar Haider, and Mohammed Akber. Hospital sources said that most of the injured had splinter wounds, while some of them had been injured by bruises inflicted by stones. 


West Zone Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Sardar Abdul Majeed Dasti told The News that most of the victims were released from the hospital after being treated for minor injuries. He said that the bomb disposal staff, after thorough investigations, had termed the blast as one caused by “gas combustion.” The case has been reported at the Peerabad police station.


Meanwhile, injured SI Yaseen Shah told media personnel that he was present on duty on Qasba Morr when he saw a suspicious car. He said that he turned to inform his superiors about the car, but the explosion occurred soon after. Shah said that he did not recall what happened thereafter. 


Meanwhile, investigators probing the Paposh Nagar blast as well as the Wasba Morr incident told The News that, despite the assertion that Sunday’s blast was an accident, they are investigating the blasts from a number of different angles, including that of foreign involvement. 


Regarding the Paposh blast, sources said that investigators have gotten hold of CCTV footage from a camera that had been installed near Khilafat Chowk, adding that some information has been gathered about the suspects from the footage recovered. Sources said that investigators have also arrested three to four suspects believed to be involved in the Papsosh Nagar incident, an FIR (676/09) of which has been registered at the North Nazimabad police station. 

During the initial probe, sources said, the involvement of any militant organisations has not been confirmed. Sources maintained that militant organisations working in Pakistan usually executed suicide attacks or high-impact blasts. These blasts were not of a large scale, and were only directed at igniting sectarian hatred and violence during Muharram.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 28/12/2009)
Qasba Colony explosion
‘It felt like a nightmare’


KARACHI: All that the 34-year-old Fatima Baqir remembers is a thunder-like sound and smoke everywhere as if all the lights had gone out; and when the dust settled, there was blood all around.
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“There was turmoil everywhere, and no one knew what to do. Brains seized to work,” is all that the young mourner could recall, when asked what she went through right after the blast occurred.


Fatima was one of the hundreds of participants of the Muharram 9 mourning procession that was struck by a mysterious blast at Qasba Morr, around five kilometres from Banaras, an area inhabited mostly by Pukhtoons.


“I tried searching for my family members, but couldn’t, it felt like a nightmare.”


After almost ten minutes of the blast, Fatima realised that her head and left arm were bleeding and her ribs were hurting. She could not move and was lying haplessly when sounds of sirens started resonating in her mind, “I think they were ambulances.”


The rescue workers of some non-governmental organisations and police vans arrived at the spot and took the injured people to the hospital. She was shifted to the Qatar Hospital.


“It’s the extreme of brutality. We were not committing any sin and instead attending a religious ceremony,” Fatima said and started wailing, as her brother and doctors took her to the X-ray room.


On the spot: The site of the blast was beside a manhole on a road, a few metres away from the Qasba Morr. A procession of mourners was passing through the road when the blast occurred. The blast partially damaged the nearby buildings most of which host shops.


Rescue workers had taken the injured people to the nearby Qatar and Abbasi Shaheed hospitals. At the scene of the incident, youngsters were pelting stones on passing vehicles and setting some of them on fire.


Some of the passersby became victims of the rioters’ wrath and had to be rushed to the hospital by the police personnel on duty.


The protesters did not spare the media personnel as well as they thrashed three cameras belonging to different TV channels. Police later on stopped the media personnel and vehicles from reaching the spot.


Qatar Hospital: Around 27 people injured in the explosion were brought to the Qatar Hospital for first aid. A state of emergency was declared at the hospital and scouts and police personnel were deputed to avoid any untoward incident. No one was allowed to enter the hall where the patients were under treatment. Even family members of the injured were requested to wait outside.


Havoc engulfed the hospital as a procession of youngsters arrived at the main gate at around 8:15 pm and started pelting stones at bystanders. They were not allowing anybody to enter or leave the hospital, including the media, who had to escape through the hospital backdoor. According to the Qatar Hospital management, four out of the 27 injured were children aged below 14. 


Abbasi Shaheed Hospital: Six injured people were taken to the Abassi Shaheed Hospital, including a child named Kashaan. There was no turmoil there and the patients were treated peacefully. Families were allowed to be with their injured family members.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 28/12/2009)

Karachi in grip of grief and anger

KARACHI, Dec 29: A deep sense of grief and anger prevailed in Karachi on Tuesday as victims of Monday’s suicide attack on the main Ashura procession in the city were laid to rest and religious scholars made an impassioned plea for sectarian harmony and peace.


The city was at a standstill with shops and markets, government offices and educational institutions closed and public and private transport off the road. At least 43 people were killed and 60 others injured when the bomber struck the procession on the M.A. Jinnah Road at about 4.15pm near the Light House area.


The plastic market in the Boulton Market area was ablaze till late in the night on Tuesday — about 40 hours after the tragedy —as fire brigade was unable to cope with a large number of fires raging along the M.A. Jinnah Road.


Monday’s bombing came on the heels of two explosions of low intensity in the city on Saturday and Sunday in which no lives were lost. 


The blast hit the front part of the procession which is considered to be most secure because it is guarded by heavy contingents of police and Rangers.


As Ashura mourners realised that a blast had taken place, a large number of them ran in frenzy towards the front looking for relatives and some mourners who were returning home rushed back to the area.


Cellphone networks stopped functioning for some time as families made frantic calls to their dear ones in the procession. “For a few seconds we went numb. Then ambulances started rushing towards the area to rescue the injured and retrieve bodies. 


“A few minutes later police vans appeared on the scene and people in the procession vented their anger by pelting police with stones, forcing them to retreat,” Ali Mohsin, a witness, said. Gunshots were also heard amid the mayhem.


The injured were taken to the Civil Hospital, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and Aga Khan Hospital. Three scouts and a Rangers official also lost their lives.


A police officer who was at the site told Dawn that the explosion had taken place between a police post and scouts’ camps.


“The bomber apparently tried to step into the middle of the front part of the procession and the explosion took place at the extreme left side,” he said. “No senior law-enforcement official was able to explain how the suicide bomber had managed to breach several security layers. Some mourners pointed out that the entry point near Subhanallah Bakery was being frequented by VIPs and media personnel and the bomber could have bypassed the security there.


The impact of the blast was so severe that a torso flew in the air and landed on the third floor of a building across the road. Some people left the procession after the explosion, but others stayed put and after reinforcement of security continued their march in a highly charged atmosphere towards Imambargah Husainia Iranian where a majlis of Sham-i-Ghariban was held.


The organisers persuaded security forces to provide cover so that the procession could reach its destination.

It later transpired that police investigators acted in haste and identified the remains of a victim as those of the suicide bomber. They also issued his picture to TV channels. After seeing the footage, the victim’s family contacted the authorities and claimed the remains.


Investigators estimated that approximately 16kgs of explosives and nuts, bolts, and ball bearings had been used in the blast.


City police chief Waseem Ahmed said several bodies and eight limbs were still unclaimed. “We have carried out reconstructive surgery on the remains, but are waiting for claimants. If their heirs don’t turn up we will go for DNA tests and fingerprinting to identify them.”


He said circumstantial evidence suggested that the bomber had used a suicide belt. 

An FIR was registered by Preedy police on behalf of the state. 
(By S. Raza Hasan, Dawn-1, 30/12/2009)

Karachi attacks

KARACHI’S city centre was still burning the day after a suicide attack on a Muharram procession claimed nearly 40 lives. The backlash to Monday’s tragic assault was immediate, with rioters setting fire to police stations, several vehicles and large commercial complexes housing hundreds of shops and warehouses. Residential property was also damaged and it is said that some buildings cannot be made liveable again and will have to be torn down. While the aftermath obviously cannot be compared to the havoc wreaked by the suicide bomber, hundreds of people perhaps lost all they owned due to the arson on Monday evening. Though it is too early for accurate assessments, some estimate that the economic cost could run into tens of billions of rupees. By Tuesday afternoon, firefighters were still struggling to bring the situation under control while it was being reported that some more vehicles had been torched that morning. 


No one can say with certainty whether Monday’s attack was motivated solely by sectarian hatred or if it is part of the wider menace of Taliban-inspired terrorism. Many seem inclined towards the latter view, arguing that the blast was aimed at provoking sectarian strife and opening up a new front to further destabilise a country that is already at war. It could also be part of the general campaign to raise fear levels to a point where the public starts questioning the wisdom of the army crackdown on militancy. A desire to widen the terror base may be another factor (Muzaffarabad too saw a suicide attack on Sunday). Compared to some other cities, Karachi had managed to escape much of the fallout from the fight against the Taliban. Then, suddenly, the city saw three explosions in three days. Monday’s attack was the most ferocious by far and shattered the peace Karachi had been witnessing of late. Its residents had started feeling that they were relatively safe. But a different mindset now prevails, at least for the time being. 


The human misery was heart-wrenching but it was reassuring to hear political and religious leaders of all shades appealing for calm at a time of crisis. Do not play into the hands of the terrorists, they urged, don’t burn down your own city. Violence, fear and communal discord is precisely what the terrorists want and the people must not help them achieve those goals. Whether or not these pleas eventually helped stop the rioting cannot be known. Perhaps the people’s anger just subsided in due course. Still, the need for a united stand against terrorism cannot be emphasised enough. The physical fight must be complemented by moral resolve.

(Dawn-7, 30/12/2009)

Karachi burns after attack on Ashura procession

KARACHI: The financial hub of the country came to a grinding halt after a suicide bomber hit the Ashura procession here on Monday, killing at least 42 people and sparking arson incidents in the city. Over 120 others were injured in the attack. Around 2,500 shops, having stocks of billions of rupees, and 50 vehicles were burnt to ashes in the ensuing arson incidents. The bloodbath on the holy day left a deep wound in the national psyche.


The day started like a normal Ashura day, with the main Majlis being held at the Nishar Park. The procession, following the Majlis, started at 8:30 am and moved through the MA Jinnah Road to Saddar, again entering the MA Jinnah Road through Regal, in the afternoon. The Zohairain prayers were offered at around 2 pm. 


As the procession moved peacefully towards the Hussnian Iranian, where it was to culminate in the evening, the world for many processionists changed forever. At 4:13 pm, when the Ashura procession reached the Light House area on the main MA Jinnah Road, a suicide bomber detonated explosives strapped to his body. Sources said the bomber entered through a side street and was challeneged by a Rangers official, who was also killed in the blast.


Investigators confirmed that it was a suicide blast as no crater was found on the ground. They said the bomber was wearing a suicide jacket with 15-17 kilograms of high explosives. The identity of the bomber could not be ascertained as three different heads were found from the blast site.


The dead and injured included children, women, security personnel and journalists. The News reporter Kamran Mansoor lost his two close relatives in the attack. Geo News reporter Fahim Siddiqui was injured while his son, Baazal Ahmed Siddiqui, and niece Anzalna Hanif died. Three activists of the Pakistan People’s Party were also among the dead. They were Anwar Soomro, Mohammed Hussain and Irfan Samoon. The three were performing duties as volunteers. A technician of the Edhi Foundation, Farrukh, was also killed. Edhi sources said that the deceased was performing his duty in the Light House area with Edhi’s medical team. He hailed from Tando Allah Yar. 


Some angry people resorted to firing in the air after the bombing, adding to the panic. Rescue teams of Edhi, Chippa and the Khidmat-i-Khalq Foundation shifted the injured and bodies to hospitals.


Some of the dead were identified as Muhammad Asif, son of Abid Hussain, Zuhiab Ali, son of Ramzan Ali (JPMC), Abdul Razzaq, son of Chan Khan, Amir, son of Ghulam Hussain, Farzana, Mariya, wife of Abid Hussain, Shahid Hussain, son of Ghulam Ali, Badal, son of Faheem Siddiqui, Farooq Kabeer, son of Abdul Ghaffar, Anwar Soomro, son of Ali Muhammad, Irfan Samoon, son of Haji M Iqbal, Munawaar, son of Fida Ali, Tabassum Abbas, wife of Sajjad Hussain, Iqbal Zaidi, son of Mustafa Zaidi, Shahzaib, son of Munawwar Ali, Anzalna, daughter of M Hanif, Sajjad Hussain, son of Shahid Hussain, Mustafa, son of Murtaza, Salman, son of Ali Raza, Farooq, son of A Qayyum, Muzamil Shah, son of Shah Jee, Haider Abbas, son of Murtaza Abbas, Tasawar Hussain, Sher Ali, son of Ghulam Ali Joo, Murtaza Abbas, son of G Abbas, Nusrat Hussain, son of Ishrat Abidi, Aamir, son of Hanif, Faisal, son of G Muhammad, Shahzad, son of Shahid, Shahji Haider, son of Mustan Shah, Mushraf Baig, son of Anwar Baig, Malik Tahir, son of Malik Zamrud, Kaleemullah, son of Abdullah, and Abbas, son of M Mirza (Civil Hospital).


Some remains of unidentified bodies were also received by different hospitals of the city. 


While the tragic bombing incident shattered the lives of its victims and their families forever, what followed was equally disturbing and affected thousands of traders. Simultaneously with the explosion, unidentified people started torching main wholesale markets on the MA Jinnah Road, the lifeline of the city. 


The armed miscreants torched vehicles, shops, banks, traffic police kiosks and damaged many public and private properties. During the spate of violence, more than 50 vehicles were torched, including vehicles belonging to the police, Rangers and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


Investigators probing the tragic incidents claimed that some foreign hands were involved in the arson as within 10 minutes of the blast, the miscreants had systematically attacked shops, looted them and torched Karachi’s biggest markets including Bolton Market, Light House, Paper Market and Medicine Market. 


Sources said during initial investigations, it was found that some chemicals were used to torch the markets. The chemicals were the same that were used on December 27, 2007 following the killing of Benazir Bhutto to torch railway stations and trains in Interior Sindh. The chemical is so dangerous that once it is thrown upon cars or shops, it catches fire in seconds. 


The miscreants fired upon the people and LEAs personnel present at the scene and torched the parked vehicles present on the main MA Jinnah Road. Due to the fire, the CNG cylinders in vehicles exploded. Some unidentified miscreants looted arms from five arms shops and torched them. When the fire tenders reached the spot to extinguish the fires, armed miscreants fired upon them. 


In Liaquatabad area, an ambulance taking an emergency patient to hospital hit a motorcyclist, killing Sarfaraz, his son Shehbaz and daughter Tahira while his wife Mehnaz was injured. Those killed were the residents of Liaquatabad C-1 area. 


The miscreants also attacked the Old KMC Building situated at the main M.A. Jinnah Road, torching 21 Suzuki pickups of the CDGK parked inside the parking lot. The miscreants also torched banks situated in the area. 


Also burnt were Kharadar and Mithadar Traffic Sections, Bolton Market, Feroze market, Akber market and plastic godowns and electronic shops. In reaction to the suicide attack at the MA Jinnah Road, unidentified persons launched their protest at the National Highway, torching two buses P-1214 and P-0408. A case was registered at the Saudabad police station. 


Meanwhile, the Sindh government has directed the Police Department to investigate the incident and submit its report as soon as possible. The Sindh Police have constituted three investigating teams in this regard. The first team includes DIG South Ghulam Nabi Memon, SSP Abdullah Sheikh and SP Irshaad Sehaar. The second team comprises DIG Investigation Ghulam Qadir Theabo, SSP Mohammed Farooq Awan and SP Khurram Waris while the third team consists of DIG CID, SP CID Omer Shahid, SSP Mohammed Fayyaz Khan and SP Mazhar Mashwani of the CID Sindh. The teams will submit their reports on daily basis to the PPO Sindh.


Shamim Bano adds: Addressing a press conference after the incident, Hasan Zafar Naqvi, member Supreme Council of the Jaffria Alliance, announced to observe mourning for three days. He appealed to the people to remain peaceful and vigilant, as some elements might try to ignite the sentiments of the community.


While condemning the incident, he urged the government to constitute a high-level inquiry committee to probe the incident and expose the elements behind the “conspiracy”. He blamed the authorities for security lapses. He said some elements wanted to exploit the situation by torching vehicles and shops and beating journalists. “All this shows that it was a pre-planned and organised attack at the behest of the US,” he claimed without providing any evidence.


He said some “strangers” barged into the shops after the incident and torched them in front of security personnel, who were watching helplessly. Some of the law-enforcement personnel even left the place silently, he added.


Meanwhile, the Sunni Rahbar Council has announced a wheel-jam strike in the city on Friday to mourn the death of those martyred in the bombing. This was announced by Mufti Muneebur Rehman, member Supreme Council of the Sunni Rehbar Council, at a press conference at the Darul Uloom Amjadia after a meeting of Sunni Ulema.


Those who attended the meeting included Maulana Shah Turabul Haq, Haji Mohammed Hanif Tayyab, Shahid Ghori. The meeting declared all acts of terrorism Haraam (unlawful), saying the Monday’s incident was totally against the teachings of Islam. 


Muneeb appealed to traders, transporters, political parties and others to observe a strike on Friday to express solidarity with the people whose kith and kin were martyred in Monday’s bombing.
He also urged the government to announce a public holiday on Friday. The Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) has also announced to support the strike call on Friday.


APP adds: The police registered a case of the blast against unknown accused here on Tuesday. Police sources told APP that a case (No 1493/09) under different sections of the CrPC and Explosives Act as well as under Section-7 of the ATA 1997 had been registered at the Preedy police station.


Meanwhile, President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani condemned the attack on the Ashura procession. Zardari and Gilani expressed their grief over the killing of innocent people and reiterated the government’s resolve to fight terrorism till its complete elimination. They ordered immediate medical facilities to the injured and an inquiry into the incident. The two leaders also appealed to the people to remain peaceful.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-1, 30/12/2009)
Curfew-like situation paralyses city

A deserted city greeted residents a day after Monday’s suicide blast on the main Youm-e-Ashur procession, which had resulted in the death of at least 44 people. Over 3,000 shops, markets, banks, police pickets and hundreds of vehicles had also been set ablaze by mobs in the riots which followed the blast.


Tuesday had been declared as a day of mourning, and the provincial government had announced a public holiday. Transporters had also announced to keep their vehicles off the roads due to the adverse security situation. Similarly, business centers, markets, bazaars, corner shops and even cigarette cabins were closed, mainly due to fear of more rioting. Businesses were at greater risk as well, after the city’s wholesale hub, Boulton market and nearby wholesale markets were torched by rioters on Monday, causing a loss of billions of rupees.


On Tuesday, some people were seen trying to get to their destinations on foot, on account of the absence of public and private vehicles on Sharea Faisal, University Road, Rashid Minhas Road, Shahrah-e-Pakistan, and Nishtar Road.


The Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) had announced on Monday to keep its vehicles off the roads on Tuesday, after hundreds of vehicles, which had been seized by the police and used as roadblocks were set ablaze by the rioters following the blast. Intercity buses and goods carriers did not venture out either, no upcountry traffic was seen on Shahrah-e-Pakistan, which leads to the Super highway and the Northern Bypass.


The heavy deployment of police and Rangers personnel made it look like a curfew had been clamped upon the city. The closure of petrol pumps and CNG stations added to the gloominess, because people avoided bringing their private vehicles out on the roads for fear of a fuel shortage.


Karachi’s prominent shopping areas, including Tariq road, Bahadurabad, Hyderi Market, Liaquatabad’s supermarket, Zainab Market, Saddar, Jodiya Bazaar, Rainbow Center, Empress Market, Gull Center on M.A Jinnah road, and even Jama Cloth Market remained closed, as did smaller marketplaces in farflung areas if the city, including Quaidabad, Landhi, Korangi, Malir, New Karachi, Orangi Town, and Baldia.

While most banks and business centers on I.I Chundrigar Road were closed on Tuesday, employees at organisations which have the federal status or are private ventures preferred to not come to work either, primarily due to the absence of transport, and also due to the fear of more riots.


Taking advantage of the absence of buses, minibuses and coaches, rickshaw- and taxi-drivers went ahead and fleeced desperate passengers who were compelled to come out of their houses for essential errands.

Meanwhile, lawyers had also announced a day of mourning and proceedings at the City Courts, the Malir district court, the Sindh High Court and the Supreme Court Karachi registry were suspended.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 30/12/2009)
Attempt to turn fight against extremism into sectarian clash

It seems like a deliberate attempt is being made by extremists to turn the fight against militants into a sectarian clash, Senator Abbas Kumaili from the Jafferia Alliance (JA) said on Tuesday. He was speaking at the funeral of five of the martyrs of Monday’s suicide attack on the main Ashura procession.


Senator Kumaili, who had flown in from Islamabad specifically to attend the funerals, strongly condemned the suicide blast, and said that the way in which the attack was carried out, showed that the entire incident was pre-planned. “A conspiracy is being hatched to divert the attention of the people, and portray these attacks as a Shia-Sunni clash,” he said. “The peaceful procession was heading towards its destination when the blast occurred. As a reaction, it is said that buildings on main M.A Jinnah Road were set ablaze. According to eyewitnesses, however, drums of petrol were thrown over the buildings which caught fire.”


He added that no Shia was involved in this heinous crime. “They are peaceful people. They led the procession to Hussainian Iranian despite the fact that a number of people were martyred. We will continue to observe our rituals, and will organise Azadari processions in the future as well,” he said. 


Meanwhile, thousands of people attended the funeral prayers on Tuesday of five martyrs of Monday’s blast. Amidst tight security, Allama Taqi Shah led the funeral prayers, which were attended by Shia Ulema from across the country and political leaders, including Amin Khattak of the Awami National Party, Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza, Dr Farooq Sattar from the MQM, and Mohammed Hussain Mehanti from the Jamaat-e-Islami.


JA Supreme Council member, Hasan Zafar Naqvi, fainted during the prayers and was shifted to a hospital. JA Information Secretary Ali Ahmer said later that his condition was stable.


Strict security measures were taken at the funeral, and Pasban-e-Aza volunteers, scouts, police and Rangers personnel were deployed in and around the funeral site to avoid any untoward incident. People were allowed to enter the site only after being frisked by law-enforcement personnel.


Three of the martyrs whose funeral prayers were held at Shah-e-Khurasan were buried at the Mewa Shah graveyard; two others were buried at Vadi-e-Hussain. Others were buried at the Sakhi Hasan graveyard, Hussainian Sifarat Khana Mali, Imambargah Zainabiya Korangi, Babul Islam Naizmabad, PECHS Mehfil-e-Murtaza Imambargah, Masjid-e-Yasrab, and the DHA Imambargah, JA Information Secretary Ali Ahmer told The News.


Other funeral prayers were in process and final burial figures will be released later, Ahmer said.


Senator Kumaili bitterly criticised Interior Minister Rahman Malik for appealing to the Azadaran-e-Hussain to postpone their remaining activities because saboteurs had planned to hit the city. Malik had also asked Shia Ulema to stop Azadari processions in the future. Kumaili said that this had angered people, who were determined to continue with their religious obligations. “Nobody on earth can stop them for performing their rituals,” he said, adding that it was the duty and responsibility of the government to provide protection to the people and it must resign if it is unable to fulfil this responsibility.


“The government should set its own priorities straight, instead of asking people to give up their religious obligations,” Kumaili warned.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-14, 30/12/2009)
Markets on M.A Jinnah Road continue to burn; two buildings collapse

The fire department, along with the emergency services of various cantonments of Karachi and Hyderabad, are struggling to contain the series of fires that engulfed markets on M.A Jinnah Road in wake of Monday’s suicide bombing and acts of arson.


Meanwhile, people from adjoining and far-off areas are thronging the site, as if to witness a live drama.


The arson committed at Boulton Market, Chati Gali, Marriott Road, Denso Hall and Lighthouse was of a grand scale. Over 15 buildings, housing the main trading market of Karachi, on a single side of M.A Jinnah Road were set ablaze after their closed shutters were sprinkled with chemicals and flammable material. Smoke was still billowing from the buildings until the time this report was filed.


Meanwhile, two buildings, including a side of Boulton Market, collapsed, and three other buildings were declared dangerous, despite the best attempts of the fire department and associated emergency services.


The Bolton Market area is a major retail centre for plastic goods. The adjoining markets sell hardware, paints, chemicals, stationary, perfumes and household items. Many of the buildings set alight were old and under the Heritage Department. These stone buildings stand on a wooden framework and are vulnerable to fires. Furthermore, these two- to three-storey buildings contain shops on the ground floor, and offices-cum-storehouses on the floors above.


Eyewitnesses and residents of the area paint a grim picture of the series of events that led to this destruction. Mahmood, who lives in Mithadar, said that on the night of Muharram 10, the area looked like hell, and fires blazed almost everywhere. “It is strange that during the day, the security and police deployment on M.A Jinnah Road was so thick that anyone not part of the procession could not cross the 20-feet-wide road,” he mused. 


“How then did they allow miscreants to roam the road, setting markets ablaze? It is incomprehensible.”


Shahid, who owns two stores and three storehouses in one of the affected buildings, said that it took the fire department over two hours to reach the spot, “even though three fire stations are merely five minutes away.”


Officials of the fire department, however, said that they were prevented from reaching the spot for a number of reasons. Roadblocks had sealed the procession routes; panicked people thronged the area, unsure of where to go — some even attacked the fire tenders, Chief Fire Officer Syed Ehtishamuddin said. He cited as proof, a number of fire tenders with cracked windshields. Moreover, the fire outpost situated at Boulton Market also appeared deserted; the windows were shattered, and the burnt-out hulk of a motorcycle lay nearby.


Syed Ammar Shah, a member of the Ashura procession, has claimed, however, that the mourners were not responsible for the arson and destruction in Boulton Market and the adjoining areas. “We do not carry gasoline tanks, batons, and guns with us when we take to the streets to commemorate the sacrifice of Imam Hussain (RA),” he maintained. “When we are beating our own chests in mourning, how can you expect us to harm some one else? We mourn the loss of life and the property of the Ahlulbayt of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) at Kerbala. How can you expect us to burn and rob someone else’s property ñ that too of a Muslim?”


Shah further said that in the aftermath of the suicide blast, the mourners were busy attending to the injured and picking up the remains of those who were martyred. “We were mentally focussing on ensuring that the procession goes on as planned, and we did so despite all risks. Those who burnt the shops of Muslims are not from among us. Terrorism is not only a threat to Shias, but to humanity as a whole. Suicide blasts and extremist jihad will achieve nothing except the wrath of Allah, who hates nothing more after Shirk than the shedding of the blood of innocents,” he said.


Yet another eyewitness and a resident of the area, Saleem Ahmed, said that he saw around 25 men “dressed as Shias,” who stood guard with automatic rifles, while their accomplices set the markets ablaze.


Miscreants had also broken in to and robbed the nearby weapons stores. Bulletholes marred the shutters of some shops, while banks located near Boulton market were also vandalised — their windows were broken, their sign boards torn off, and their ATM machines mutilated.


As the sun started to set, people from adjoining areas and other parts of the city started to pour in with their families to watch the scene. Rafique, who was busy taking pictures of the burning markets and the wall opposite the blast site, said that he had come from Garden to “see the spectacle”.


Meanwhile, Interior Minister Rehman Malik has constituted an inquiry committee, which will submit a report within four days.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-13, 30/12/2009)
Rs 30-35bn go up in smoke as riots erupt after blast


KARACHI: Violence erupted after the blast targeting a Muharram procession and resulted in an estimated loss of “Rs 30-35 billion”, with more than 3,000 shops gutted in flames that were brought under control 24 hours after the rampage. 


The attack on Monday sparked riots as furious mourners went on a rampage – throwing stones at ambulances, torching cars and buildings and reducing shops to charred wreckage. Police and paramilitary troops had to resort to aerial firing to disperse angry mobs. 


Representatives of businessmen told Daily Times that losses suffered as a result of violence and a fire – which was started by rioters at nearby markets – had been estimated at “Rs 30-Rs 35 billion ... they may be more but not less”. 


“At least 80 percent shops [in nearby markets] were completely burnt because of a lack of firefighters and the government’s negligence,” Attique Mir – chairman of the Alliance Market Association – told Daily Times, and put the number of shops set ablaze in his market at 2,000. He demanded the government pay damages for losses suffered in the wake of blast. 


Jameel Paracha – chairman of the Old City Area Traders’ Association – said at least 3,000 shops in Bolton Market – Asia’s largest wholesale market – were set ablaze during the riots in city. 


However, the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) said the total number of shops affected by the fire was 2,000. 


Meanwhile, the Sindh government has decided to undertake a survey to assess the actual loss of life and property in the blast and the subsequent violence. The provincial government is also considering compensating families of those killed or injured. Special directives have already been given to the Sindh Home Department. 


KCCI President Abdul Majid Haji Muhammad said the chamber was conducing a survey on the losses suffered by businessmen – findings of which would be conveyed to the government for compensation. 


He said Interior Minister Rehman Malik had assured the KCCI that losses would be compensated. He said the prime minister would visit Karachi and announce a compensation package for businessmen soon. 


Muhammad Mansha Churra – acting president of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry – said enraged citizens in various parts of the provincial capital set scores of shops and vehicles on fire. “These people want to disrupt the peaceful environment of Karachi and do not want to see trading prosper,” he said, adding that the government must immediately compensate traders for their losses. 


Razzak Hashim Paracha, chairman of the Korangi Association of Trade and Industry, also called on the government to compensate businessmen, and said the government should form a committee of business representatives to evaluate the losses in Karachi. He lamented that previous commitments for compensation had not been fulfilled by the government. 


In addition, transportation of goods from industrial units to ports was also affected in the wake of the attack, as transporters suspended operations for fear of arson and looting. 
(By Moonis Ahmed, DailyTimes-B1, 30/12/2009)

City bleeds, cries, burns yet again


KARACHI: The suicide attack spread panic and fear among thousands of mourners at Youm-e-Ashur on Monday. The citizens were caused to agonise over the safety of their loved ones as people could see nothing due to heavy smoke that had engulfed the spot and only screams and shouts of the wounded abounded the area.
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As many as 43 people died in the tragic incident. Some 83 people, including women and children, were also injured and they were taken to different hospitals in the city for medical treatment. Majority of the victims had received blast injuries to their upper torso.


Sources speculated that although the mourners were aware of the possibility of a terrorist attack, thousands of people participated in the procession. The mourners were moving towards the Imambargah Husainian Iranian, Kharadar when a loud explosion at the Light House traffic signal shocked everyone.


Following the furore, an ambulance collided with a motorcycle in Liaquatabad police station limits. According to the police, the motorcycle was coming from the wrong side. A man, his wife and minor child were killed as a result and their bodies were moved to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, the police added.


The suicide attack on Monday is being termed as the 11th such attack in the city’s history, which is laden with such incidents that have claimed 313 lives in the last 10 events.


In the November 6, 2000 incident, a woman blew up herself at the office of a local newspaper on MA Jinnah Road that claimed three lives and wounded six people.


On May 8, 2002, a suicide bomber blew himself up outside a five star hotel killing 17 people, including 11 French engineers, and wounded 22.


June 4, 2002 saw another suicide attack in which the bomber targeted the American Consulate in which 12 people were killed and 45 were wounded.


In the May 31, 2004 incident, as many as 30 people were killed while over 100 wounded in a suicide attack on Imambargah Ali Raza on MA Jinnah Road.


On May 31, 2005, three people were killed while 36 wounded in a suicide attack on Imambargah Madinatul Ilm in the Gulshan-e-Iqbal area.


March 2, 2006 saw three people dead, including American Consulate official David Foey, while 50 were wounded.


A major sectarian suicidal attack took place on March 11, 2005 on the occasion of 12th Rabiul Awwal at Nishtar Park that claimed lives of over 65 people, including a Sunni Tehreek leader, while over 55 were wounded.


July 14, 2006 saw a Shia scholar and MMA leader Allama Hassan Turabi along with his nephew dead in Abbas Town, while three were wounded.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 30/12/2009)

Investigators question ‘suicide’ attack theory

KARACHI: Although the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan claimed on Wednesday the responsibility for the Muharram procession bombing that killed some 44 people, the investigators are not ready to believe it was a suicide attack. And they have called in their NWFP counterparts to help them determine the nature and make of the explosives used in the terror attack. 


Though the city police chief set up two teams with different tasks related to investigations, he also sent an urgent request to the NWFP police chief to send in a team of experts that could help his men reach any conclusion about the blast’s description. 


“Several aspects are needed to be checked thoroughly and until that we can’t say with authority about its (blast’s) execution,” said Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Waseem Ahmed. “That’s why on our request a team of explosive experts under the NWFP police has flown in to Karachi and would examine the available evidence to answer the very important question that would help in further investigations.” 


On the second consecutive day, the police investigators with senior officials of intelligence agencies visited the blast site. Frequent visits to the affected place and a thorough examination of the evidences, however, have yet to set the course of investigations. 


Some 44 people lost their lives and hundreds others sustained injuries when the bomb exploded during the city’s largest Muharram procession on M. A. Jinnah Road. Despite quick reaction of the police suspecting a suicide bomber behind the attack, the investigators now find it hard to trace clues to the exact conclusion. 


“There has been no crater after the blast, which strengthened the theory of suicide bombing,” said a senior officer, who was part of one of the two teams investigating Monday’s carnage. “But at the same time, there is evidence of serious damage to the vehicles parked around the blast site and a few electric poles badly damaged, creating more doubts about the blast’s nature.” 


He said unlike the past, the police this time found no suspicious body parts, which most of the times was seen as crucial evidence to investigate suicide bombing cases. 


“Among all such unanswered questions, the dents in the vehicles on the blast site and the distorted shape of electric poles after the explosion were very serious issues to investigate,” said the officer. Almost the same observations were found in the CCPO’s remarks, who assigned SP Special Investigation Unit Raja Umar Khattab the task of probing the motive, people and planning behind the bomb attack while DIG (south) Ghulam Nabi would investigate the arson after the incident that caused estimated losses of billions of rupees. 


Explaining the reasons behind seeking support from the NWFP police despite enjoying the service of the dedicated bomb disposal squad that had unearthed such events in the past without any external assistance, the CCPO said: “The NWFP police in fact face such situations frequently, and over the years have developed expertise in that area backed by necessary technological support,” said the CCPO. “In the past there has been visible evidence which led to reaching the final and exact situation. But this time we have found an absolutely different post-blast scene.” 


He referred to an electric pole on the blast site, which had a box to dispose of papers with Quranic verses put up there by a social welfare organisation. The initial investigations also indicated that it could have been used as an explosive carrier. 


“So, it’s not right to jump to conclusions now,” he said. “It’s a major incident and requires time, expertise with all due resources to trace all possible links, their proper examination and then finally spot the responsible.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 31/12/2009)

‘Post-blast’ situation reviewed

Five tenders reached six hours late, meeting told

A meeting reviewing the law and order situation arising out of a bomb blast on the main Aushura procession was held at the Chief Minister House late on Tuesday.


Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah was briefed about the attack on the Muharram procession and the consequent violent reaction that led to the loss of precious lives and property.


The issue of the reported late arrival of fire tenders to extinguish the inferno at the Boulton Market also came under discussion, official sources told The News.


The meeting was followed by another meeting under the chair of Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza which was also attended by the Director-General Rangers and provincial officials at the Sindh Secretariat.


The sources said that the meeting was informed that fire tenders reached the spots around six hours late to extinguish the blaze.


The sources in the Sindh government said that security agencies had voiced concerns about a possible terrorism act during the Muharram procession and in one such report on December 24, apprehensions were expressed about a possible attack on religious places including Imambargahs.


Apprehensions about the possible terrorism act were also raised in the wake of recent killings of activists of a banned sectarian organisation in the city and the provincial government was warned that in retaliation, Muharram processions could be targeted, the official sources said.


Meanwhile, a handout issued by the Chief Minister House said that a meeting was held on the law and order under the chair of Chief Minister Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah. 


The meeting regretted over Monday’s events and said that anti-state elements were involved in the killing of innocent people and destruction of property. The chief minister instructed the Inspector General of Police to submit a report about the bomb blast and the consequent acts of destruction to shops and other property within three days.


Shah said that Monday’s incidents caused much damage to life and property of the people. 


He asked the law enforcement agencies including police and Rangers to ensure law and order situation and instructed them to strictly monitor processions/rallies being taken out in reaction to the Monday’s events to prevent another incident.


Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza, IGP Sindh Baber Khattak, DG Rangers Maj-Gen Liaquat Ali, Home Secretary Arif Khan, CCPO Karachi Wasim Ahmed, AIGP Akhter Memon, DIG police South Ghulam Nabi Memon, DIG Police AD Khawaja, DCO Karachi Javed Hanif and others attended the meeting. 

(The News-14, 31/12/2009)
