JULY

Northbound track of Lyari Expressway inaugurated

The five-kilometre-long stretch of the northbound track of the Lyari Expressway was opened for traffic on Saturday afternoon after the Sir Shah Sulaiman to Sohrab Goth intersection was inaugurated by Federal Minister for Transport Arbab Alam Khan.


Constructed at a cost of Rs525million, the 5 km stretch is the first section of the northbound road to be opened for traffic. While the southbound track is already fully operational, the project, costing around Rs8.5billion, has been completed by around 70 per cent.


Speaking at the occasion, the minister said that Rs50million in compensation had been released by the government. He said that funds have now been made available and the project was expected to be completed soon. The federal minister also revealed that there were many projects in the pipeline, with a host of bridges and road/highway networks being further established in interior Sindh.


National Highway Authority (NHA) Chairman Altaf Chaudhary said that very few cities in Asia had limited access highways within cosmopolitans, and now Karachi could be counted among one of those few. He said that much of the Lyari River bed has been encroached upon, which had to be cleared for the completion of this project, adding that there were hiccups in the compensation process since many residents were unhappy with the old compensation packages.


Motorway Police Inspector General Dr Wasim said that though compensation packages had been improved in the past, the land needed for the completion of the project was being compensated at the old rates, which was a cause of concern for the residents as they felt it was insufficient in the current era of inflation.

(The News-13, 12/07/2009)
Second section of Lyari Expressway inaugurated


KARACHI: We want to complete the Lyari Expressway (LEW) project as soon as possible and to do so we need the cooperation of the Sindh government and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). 


Federal Minister for Communications Dr Arbab Alamgir Khan said this at the inauguration ceremony of the second section of the Lyari Expressway Project, from Sir Shah Suleman to Sohrab Goth Interchange (North Bound), held at Sir Shah Suleman Road (interchange), Gharibabad on Saturday. He thanked the Sindh government and CDGK for always extending their help and cooperation.


He added that every year the Lyari River is flooded during rains and many precious lives are lost, besides the destruction of property. He said that the LEW project would provide protection against such floods, besides checking encroachment of the riverbed and banks. He added that the government is taking steps to rehabilitate the people living in Katchi Abadis near LEW and the Lyari River. 


This project would provide an efficient link between the Karachi Port and the northern parts of the city, he said. He added that this would improve aesthetics along the Lyari River in general and the river corridor in particular.


The superhighway between Karachi and Hyderabad would be upgraded as a six-lane highway, he said. He said that LEW project costs around Rs 8.5 billion and 70 percent of it has been completed. He added that this project would be a gift for the city. 


He added that the government has started mega projects to strengthen the national economy while adding that the work on the National Trade Corridor was ongoing. 


Khan thanked the National Highway Authority (NHA), Frontier Works Organisation (FWO), Motorway Police, engineers and all the workers involved in this project for playing an important role and successfully completing work on the northbound part of the project, he said. 


In future, the remaining portions of the expressway would be constructed with the mutual efforts of stakeholders involved in the construction of expressway, said NHA Chairman Altaf Ahmed Choudhary. 


Choudhary added that very few cities in Asian countries have motor limited access highways. He added that the concept of a motor limited access highway completely applies on the LEW project. He added that the future projects in Karachi would be build according to the standards of this project. 


He said that this is an important occasion and significant achievement for the NHA, Ministry of Communications and FWO engineers and contractors.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/07/2009)

SEPTEMBER 

Senate body takes notice of LEW delay

KARACHI: The Senate Committee on Communication has taken serious notice of the delay in completion of the Lyari Expressway and would take up the issue with Prime Minister, Yousuf Raza Gilani for early removal of hindrances. 


The sub-committee members of the parliament’s upper house on communication held a meeting with the Sindh Chief Minister, Qaim Ali Shah here at the Chief Minister’s House on Tuesday, to discuss bottlenecks in the completion of the project. 


According to an official handout, the meeting was told that the mega project has been delayed since last nine years due the resettlement and rehabilitation of people, while financial cost of the project has exceeded. It was decided that the Senate committee would soon discuss the issue with the prime minister to keep all the stakeholders on board so that the main artery of communication is completed.


The construction of Lyari Expressway through Karachi city from Sohrab Goth in North, to Mauripur Road near seaport is an alternative way to the city’s roads to provide quick access of port bound traffic to other parts of the country. The sub-committee members included chairman of the committee, Senator Wali Muhammad Badiani, Senator Imtiaz Sarfraz Waraich, Minister of State for Communication, Senator Syed Nayyar Bukhari, and Secretary Communication, Muhammad Sharif Khan.


Chairman NHA meets CM: Chairman, National Highway Authority, Altaf Hussain Chaudhry called on Qaim at Chief Minister’s House. He apprised the chief minister about various development schemes being implemented in the Sindh province by the federal government under the communication sector.


He said that emphasis is being made to initiate and complete all such projects well in time so that the people of the province are provided better communication facilities.


Keti Bandar would be developed as new port: The Sindh government would develop Keti Bandar as a new port of the province, a high level meeting chaired by Qaim was told on Tuesday.


According to an official handout the meeting was convened to review progress on development projects approved under the president’s initiatives, especially those in Karachi. Proposed locations for development of new city, Zulfiqarabad were also discussed during the meeting. However, no details were released in this regard. 


The meeting decided to cancel the land allotted for cattle farming in the province by the government, maintaining that it has not been utilised since years for the purpose. The meeting was informed that the government had allotted thousands of acres of land for setting up cattle farms.


It was told at the meeting that appointment of principal and project director is being made for planned Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Medical College, Lyari, so that development work on the project could be started early. The meeting was informed that policy about admissions and administrative affairs of medical colleges would be evolved soon. 


It was told at the meeting that the government was setting up a school of nursing in Karachi. Besides, expansion of Lyari General Hospital would be launched by December this year. The meeting was told that the government has already announced a comprehensive development package for Lyari.


Regarding development of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Park at Boat Basin, Clifton the meeting was informed that the development work at the site is underway rapidly, and its inauguration would be held soon. The meeting was also told that National Highway from Karachi to Kashmore would be developed as motorway, and in the first phase three motorways would be constructed on the Karachi-Hyderabad Super Highway.


The meeting was informed that the government has planned development of lakes to make them the best places for tourists. In the first phase the Keenjhar, Haleji and Manchar lakes are being developed on modern levels and after that other lakes would be developed, including Hamal Lake etc. The meeting also decided to expedite regularisation of Katchi Abadis.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/09/2009)

OCTOBER

LEW project: SHC stays demolition of houses

KARACHI: The demolition of houses obstructing the Lyari Expressway project in Liaquatabad town area was stayed here on Friday by a division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Aqeel Ahmed Khan.


The bench earlier heard the counsel for the petitioners Saleem Shehzad, Faisal Jilani and 27 other residents who maintained that the SHC, earlier in a petition filed by them, had directed the concerned officials to pay compensation to the petitioners at market rates as an out of court settlement but the respondents were not honouring the order and instead efforts were afoot to demolish the houses.


The bench after hearing the counsel for petitioners restrained the respondents from demolishing the houses and adjourned further proceedings to a date to be fixed later by the office of the court.


Payment of allowances to employees: The SHC shall “ consider and finalise the request of the petitioner employees of its own regarding payment of judicial allowance and utility allowance, said the comments filed by the Sindh Finance Department before a division bench of SHC hearing a constitutional petition filed by its lower cadre employees, on Friday.


The comments said that the National Judicial Policy Making Committee in its meeting held on Nov 10, 2007 had decided to allow two allowances from Jan 2008. There is nothing on the part of the respondent (the finance department) to redress the grievance of the petitioners.


The finance department however assured in the written comments filed through the Sindh additional advocate general that any decision taken by the SHC will be implemented and followed as per policy/rules.

(DailyTimes-B1, 10/10/2009)

NOVEMBER

Senate committee worried over incomplete Lyari Expressway

ISLAMABAD, Nov 23: The Senate’s standing committee on communications on Monday expressed its serious concern over the slow pace of work on the Lyari Expressway project and directed the authorities concerned to complete it on a priority basis. 


The committee, which met at the Parliament House with Senator Wali Muhammad Badini in the chair, also noted that the delay in completing the project had increased its cost manifold. 


Construction of the 38-kilometre expressway was started in 2002 and supposed to be completed within 30 months. Originally, the project’s estimated cost was Rs7.5 billion but excessive delays have pushed the cost up to Rs20 billion. 


A seven-kilometre section of the expressway is yet to be built, but work on this section has been stopped owing to encroachment of the lands falling in the route. 


Initially, the estimate for the construction side of the project was put at Rs4.892 billion. A revised PC-I of Rs5.081 billion was approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (Ecnec) in April 2003. Under another revision, the cost was raised to Rs11.7 billion. 


There was a similar upward revision of the cost of resettlement of the people affected by the project. For the resettlement of about 30,000 affected families, originally an amount of Rs2.7 billion was allocated. The amount was later raised to Rs4.7 billion which was further raised to Rs8.7 billion. According to the relevant record, around 6,000 families are yet to be resettled. 


Speaking to Dawn, Naeem Hussain Chattha of PML-Q, a member of the standing committee, said political expediencies had caused the delay in completing the project, adding that despite spending billions of rupees, the facility was yet to be commissioned. He urged the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) to do the needful in this regard as people had been paying dearly over the years owing to the hardships involved. 


The senator noted that a significant amount of money had been spent on the resettlement and rehabilitation of the affected families but the remaining part of the expressway was still not cleared of encroachment. 


The issue has become so chronic that the committee has come up with an option to detour the original route of the expressway. It has now suggested that overhead bridges be built in the areas where people are not ready shift to some other place to vacate the required lands. The committee has also advised the relevant authorities to Lyari riverbed where possible. 


“At present, it is the only way forward because in the given situation, I don’t see any possibility of these people agreeing to move out; their number is increasing with every passing day,” the senator said. He said that the National Highway Authority (NHA) in consultation with the FWO should work out a feasibility of such options. 


The NHA is paying Rs12 million a month to the FWO for consultancy and supervision but construction work can be undertaken only after the site is cleared of all encroachment. 
(By Khawar Ghumman, Dawn-15, 24/11/2009)

DECEMBER

LEW: another example of corruption

THIS is apropos of the news item on the ‘Lyari Expressway’ (Nov 4). It is shocking news that the cost of the project went up from Rs7bn to Rs20bn. 


The Senate’s standing committee held a review meeting for the project. I, therefore, request the standing committee that it must initiate an inquiry for such huge cost increases as the news report suggests there has been massive corruption in this project. 


Such massive plunder of national wealth is not acceptable in any civilised society. The corruption of national wealth is clearly evident in the project’s construction and resettlement. 


A survey can easily show that there are less than 20 per cent of the actual people relocated residing in Hawksbay and Surjani resettlement areas. The resettlement plots were sold to people who have nothing do with the expressway. 


These resettlement sites were mainly developed for families which were supposed to be shifted from the expressway project area. The government has so far spent over Rs8.7bn for development of these resettlement sites. 


But less than 20 per cent of actual families were shifted there and others were given to fake claims. This is a set pattern of corruption and how officials play their dirty game to benefit themselves. This is nothing but daylight robbery of national wealth. 


I would request the standing committee and the prime minister to set up a transparent inquiry to look into the matter. There are thousands of affected families of the project which would be willing to appear in front of any inquiry committee to testify how officials deprived them of compensation money and plots. 


I hope senior officials will wake up and take immediate action on it as soon as possible. 


(By OMER KHAN, Letter to the Editor, Dawn-6, 01/12/2009)

LEW: compensation not paid

THIS is apropos of Omer Khan’s letter (Dec 1). I would like to share my own story in this regard. My family is also one of the victims of the expressway project. 


I was living in Muhammadi Colony. All the houses of our neighborhood were demolished in November 2002. 


Our names were listed so that we could receive a Rs50,000 compensation and 80 square plots. But the Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project officials refused to give us money and the plot. 


During all these years I visited all relevant authorities to find a way to get my compensation money and plot, but I received a negative response from everyone. 


During this process I found many other families who were running after government officials to get their compensation money. 


Initially I rented a house near Lasbela but the rent was not affordable there, then I ended with a rented house in Hawkesbay resettlement area. 


I had a dry flower shop near Tin Hatti which was also demolished for the project. I have lost my business and all livelihood. At the Hawkesbay resettlement area I do not have a proper job to feed my family. For this reason I cannot send my children to complete their college education. 


I once earned Rs20,000 to Rs30,000 a month from my flower shop, but now I have been living a life worst than a beggar’s. 


I request the Chief Justice of Pakistan to take notice of such a serious corruption case. If the government claims over Rs20bn has been spent on this project, some kind of inquiry should be carried out to find where all this money has gone. 


I hope the Chief Justice of Pakistan will take immediate action on this case. 


(By ABDUL SAEED, Letter to the Editor, Dawn-6, 03/12/2009)

Hitches in proposed plan mar LEW completion

The completion of Lyari Expressway (LEW) project that has so far displaced around 28,000 families is being delayed due to faulty planning and mismanagement on part of the stakeholders.

Having a total length of about 39 kilometres, the National Highway Authority (NHA) allotted the LEW to the Frontier Work Organisation (FWO) at a cost of Rs5.8 billion. The work on the LEW consisting of four lanes on both sides, with two interchanges, five overpasses and five underpasses commenced on May 11, 2002. The original completion date of the project was November 8, 2004, however, despite a lapse of more than five years and double the cost incurred on the project i.e. Rs11.82 billion, the project is still not completed due to various pitfalls in the major plan and the contradictory statements by the NHA.

The basic purpose of the LEW, according to the brief report prepared by the NHA, was to reduce the congestion on city roads by diverting the load of heavy transport vehicles (HTV). However, this did not happen as the NHA has restricted [image: image1.jpg]


HTVs from taking on the LEW. As a result of this, the NHA has invited the wrath of residents of the encroached nearby areas who refuse to budge.

The Project Director, (retd) Major Syed Ahmed told Kolachi that "we've completed 75 percent of our work and only five kilometres is still left to be completed." However, he says that the major hurdle in the completion of the project is the encroachments in Hassan Aolia, Liaquatabad, Salahi Para and Mianwali Colony and the non-cooperative attitude of the Government of Sindh and City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in removing the "encroachers and not giving of the Right Of Way (ROW) to the NHA". He claims that there is an issue of pending payments to the NHA of around Rs194.9 million, which is delaying the project and at the same time the residents of these areas are asking for a high cost to leave their lands.

Tariq, a resident of the Hassan Aolia Village and President of Welfare Society says that the area they live in is a historic asset to Karachi and they are not going to leave it to suit the vested interests of a few people. "Their basic demand is to change the design of the plan so that the Hassan Aolia Village does not come in the way. For years we are being fooled by these people. There's a case pending in the Supreme Court against the project directors of the LEW and we do not want any money from them, we are awaiting justice," he explained.

Speaking about the bridge, Ahmed at first said that it is not for heavy vehicles, however, he later said that the reason heavy vehicles are not allowed on the bridge is the maintenance issue. "Once the entire project is completed, we will open it for heavy vehicles as well," he added.

As per the brief report prepared by the NHA, it is considering 'three different options' out of which the first one is to follow the original design, which according to Ahmed can not happen as they are facing tough resistance from the people of areas such as Hassan Aolia, Liaquatabad, Salahi Para and Mianwali Colony. They bluntly refuse to leave the land which was owned by their forefathers as according to them they are the rightful owners because the land is leased on their names.

The second option that could have been considered by the NHA was to construct the bridge in all the areas on the river bed from Sindhi Hotel to Mewashah (Mianwali Colony). But Ahmed says that to opting this would have meant an additional construction cost of Rs2, 961 million. Moreover, safety of the population living on the river bed could not have been ensured during floods as well as more encroachments on the river bed would have continued.

Lastly, the NHA are left with the third option of partial re-alignment of all the three encroached areas. According to Ahmed out of the three, the third is the most feasible, economical as well as less time consuming option, considering the economic stability of Pakistan.

The LEW has been discussed and debated upon a number of times with no productive results or conclusions. It is high time the authorities instead of 'hoping for the best' take some practical and informed decisions. Interference from the high-ups as well as a commitment from the federal government and CDGK for owning the project is the need of the hour.

(By Saher Baloch, The News-39 Kolachi, 20/12/2009)

Our city of paupers

A couple of months ago, I met four Siraiki-speaking labourers who had been hired by an uncle of mine to aid his process of shifting homes. "Where do you live?" I asked Ashfaque, one of the labourers. "Lyari Expressway, Sahab." But there is nothing on Lyari Expressway per se, the authorities had removed all settlements from there, I reasoned.

[image: image2.jpg]



"We used to live where Lyari Expressway is built now, we had a proper house there," he answered. "Then the government Wallas came, and told us to go. They gave us 80-square-yard plots, and Rs50,000 to build a house with. I spent some of that in building the walls of my house, the rest was spent on trying to survive and make ends meet. I am still building my house, brick by brick, but my family has put up a tent house near one of the intersections on the Expressway. What can we do, our lives are all there, dependant on Lyari," Ashfaque said.

Karachi is home to many paupers such as Ashfaque, but whether him and those like him are treated as 'citizens' of the city is a contentious matter – after all, not everything is the government's business these days. The other three labourers also shared similar stories, and it was clear that informal social protection through a network of familial, caste and biraderi relationships had ensured that the displaced managed to survive.

The history of Karachi has been plagued with ethnic and sectarian strife, especially in the decade of the 1990s, and accommodation of all competing groups and interests has now become troublesome. The rise of the elected form of city government intersected with the rise of the 'global cities' rhetoric, and this policy of modernisation has had its fall-outs.

 "The postcolonial city of middle-class neighbourhoods jostling with working class slums and refugee colonies is now giving way to high-rise apartment blocks and shopping malls. The spine of the city is shifting to a set of new highway corridors to the east, connecting luxury housing estates, five-star hotels and the campuses of the information technology companies with the airport. History is now seen mostly as a matter of preserving the colonial architectural heritage that might lend charm to the city and attract tourists," wrote Partha Chatterjee in his article 'A postscript from Kolkata: An equal right to the city'.

Chatterjee's arguments in the article revolve around the rise of urban democracy in Kolkata, and the competing interests that sought equal rights over the city. Using the example of football, he argues that the potentially problematic migratory population from East Bengal into Calcutta in the wake of partition was accommodated through sport, whereby communities rallied around football and the prestige associated with winning the local trophy, once the domain of the white colonialists. "Equality is a capacious and complicated concept, and the desire to have it can lead to the invention of many unsuspected strategies," Chatterjee concluded, with the hope that Kolkata will not become "a pale copy of some standard model of global city."

 Things could not be more different in Karachi: at a recent seminar organised by Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (CBE), eminent town planner Arif Hasan commented that the city government had a development plan of their own, only that its technicalities and efficacy could be fiercely contested. In short, the city government's view, till now, has been the model that Chatterjee described. "Elite politics in (the Middle East and South Asia) under pressure from international debtors and pursuing a free market policy is increasingly reluctant to provide housing and civic reform to those who have been left on the margins," explain Dr Kamran Asdar Ali and Dr Martina Rieker in their book 'Comparing cities: The Middle East and South Asia'.

It is perhaps for this reason that the federal government cannot be absolved of responsibility, given that free housing has been a component of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) manifesto. To its credit, a bill to regularise pre-1997 Katchi Abadis has been approved in the Sindh Assembly, the dynamics of what, who and where still remain to be seen.

Regardless, many displaced of our city have been dislodged from their historical abodes due to the mega-development that others are currently benefitting from. Opposition members from the PPP, Awami National Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami have often argued in the City Council that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)-dominated city government utilises the institution of the Council to encroach upon land. However, a number of cases have been lodged against the city government in the Sindh High Court for getting the land use status of amenity plots changed.

In the final analysis, those displaced in Karachi are victims of at least three factors that are beyond their control: lack of government intervention, the numerous land mafias operating in the city, and crippling poverty and inflation. In our 'global city' the facet of poverty and displacement remains an unresolved issue, and further creates a sense of deprivation in minority ethnic groups. This is bedded in the fact that the development of Karachi revolves around an investor-friendly facade, rather than a model of people-centric, inclusive  and sustainable development.

(By Ahmed Yusuf, The News-40 Kolachi, 20/12/2009)

Lyari Expressway
The dynamics of displacement

Amana Jabeen used to live in the congested locality of Gharibabad, along the Lyari River. When the Lyari Expressway project was first announced, she was among those whose house was bulldozed in front of her own eyes. The experience was traumatic then, but five years later, she does not regret her displacement.
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Still in her twenties, she has become headmistress of a girl's school which does not take tuition fee, gives text books and uniforms for free and runs door-to-door campaigns on national holidays to raise enrollment.

There are around 12 such schools funded by Baitul Maal which run in part of Taiser Town designated for affected families of Lyari Expressway (LEW). "Coming to school is completely a new experience for most of the children here," Jabeen told Kolachi in a recent visit to the area. "Before their resettlement, they never had the opportunity to go to school. This is why you can find 12-year-old students in kindergarten." Shazia Abbas who lived near Moti Mahal in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Khanum Sarfaraz from Sohrab Goth and Fauzia Hassan are other young women who were displaced from the Lyari River bed. They are all teachers now.
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More than 27,000 families who lived on encroached river bed have been resettled in Taiser Town, Hawkes Bay and Baldia Township. It was regarded as world's largest resettlement for a road project when the work started in 2002. The brick-walled houses were vulnerable to flood, diseases and crime. According to authorities none of the displaced owners had land leases, which meant they were illegally occupying government land. Families living in these houses have been compensated with Rs50,000 and 80sq yard plot each at the three resettlement colonies.

It is painstakingly hard to weigh the pros and cons of displacement caused by the two-way 38-kilometre-long LEW that crisscrosses the city from Mauripur to Sohrab Goth. The real purpose of the expressway was to work as conduit for heavy traffic, which however, has been undermined by change in project design.

The green belts, trees and cleanliness, absence of wall chalking and irritating commercialisation altogether make resettlement colonies far better than localities based along Lyari River, which most time of the year carries city's sewerage to sea. But some people are genuinely unhappy. The settlements of Taiser Town and Hawkes Bay are more than 90 minutes drive away from city centre. Journey in public transport, which men use to go for work, is much longer and expensive.
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Residents at Hawkes Bay Resettlement Site, which is known as Musharraf Colony, complain they receive water only twice a month. "There is no proper hospital here and even Edhi's service centre was established after a lot of struggle," a local told Kolachi. Despite a ban on property transfers, a lot of people have also sold their plots, which is obvious from beautifully constructed houses in resettlement colony.

Shafiq-ur-Rehman Paracha, Director Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project (LERP), acknowledges that many homes were still deprived of provision of utility services. "We have already paid Rs500 million to the KESC and KWSB. But you have to realise that electricity and water problem is faced by citizens elsewhere as well." He said that the total cost of resettlement has surged to seven billion rupees and about four billion rupees have already been spent on compensation, land acquisition and infrastructure development for the resettlements.

About allegations of misappropriation, Paracha explained the resettlement process was not easy. "National Highway Authority (NHA) identified the houses which were in way of expressway.

Revenue Department of CDGK prepared list of affected people and LERP helped in resettlement." Over the years, these illegal houses have exchanged ownership couple of times. The last residents were the ones who faced displacement. "There was no other way but to compensate them with cash and plots. However, it was decided that eligible families will be those living in the houses at time of demolishment and not someone who illegally owned the property."

But many displaced families have never been compensated at all. Some have just received plots and not the cash component to build houses. "This is because release of funds has been slow. Six months have passed and only 10 per cent of one billion rupees has been released for fiscal year 2009-10." While just 3,000 of the 30,000 budgeted plots are left to be allotted and it seems the project is near completion, three problem areas have emerged in way of the expressway.

Its southbound lanes, which carry traffic from Sohrab Goth to Mauripur Road, were opened for transport two years back. However, the northbound part is still bogged down in court cases. There are hundred of houses in Liaquatabad's block A, Hasan Aolia and Mianwali Colony that are properly leased properties. Residents are fighting tooth and nail with authorities to avoid displacement. Advocate Shaukat Sheikh has won a verdict in favour of these people from Sindh High Court. "According to the 2002 decision, the CDGK has to give these people 15 per cent over the market price of their properties in compensation." But, he said, the authorities never followed the order and started to demolish the houses. "A lot of people were made to leave with just Rs10,000 per sq yard. They had no other option. The leased property is worth millions of rupees and remaining families won't quit so easily," Sheikh told Kolachi.

(By Saad Hasan, The News-39 Kolachi, 20/12/2009)

