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Youth drowns in killer pond

Karachi: Wilson Masih, 18, son of Manzoor Masih drowned while he was taking a dip in a pond near Water Pump of the CDGK in Ittehad Town, Yousuf Goth within the limits of Mochko police station. SHO Rao Farman said that the deceased resided with his father who is a worker at Valika Hospital. Wilson was a computer teacher and gave tuitions too. On Wednesday afternoon, he was bathing in the pool that was created due to a leaking CDGK pipeline, when he drowned. The officer further said that there were some unconfirmed reports that two other people had also drowned in the same pond but rescuers did not find anyone else. The body of the victim was sent to Civil Hospital Karachi for legal formalities.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/07/2009)

Heavy rain lashes Karachi, Hyderabad; 18 die

KARACHI, July 18: A total of 18 deaths soured Karachi’s initial outburst of joy over the first downpour of the season on Saturday. Over 150 people were injured. 


The heavy rain and gusty winds wrought havoc on the city’s infrastructure. 


Most of the victims were women and children living in shanties. 


To make matters worse, a massive power breakdown jolted Karachiites when the KESC lost its link with Jamshoro late in the night. 


Officials said a fault in the 550-KV transmission line near Multan suspended the KESC’s link with Jamshoro, causing a near-complete blackout in the whole of Karachi except for the Hub Chowki link, which was still working. 


The officials said the KESC would “soon” restore the city’s power supply by “isolating from the national link”. 


Major roads, intersections and roundabouts were submerged under knee-deep water, causing traffic jams. 


Heavy showers snapped at least 68 live electricity cables in the city, affecting nine grid stations and nearly 300 electricity distribution feeders in different localities, disrupting power supply to a vast area of the metropolis. 


The KESC declared a ‘red alert’ and recalled all its employees on leave to deal with the emergency situation. 


The showers continued intermittently throughout the day with some parts getting up to 84 millimetres of rain. Other areas received just 25mm till the evening. 


According to the city’s chief weatherman Mohammad Riaz, the system causing the rain will dissipate in next 24 hours. 


Our Hyderabad correspondent adds: Heavy rain lashed Hyderabad while many districts of interior Sindh received moderate to torrential downpour over the past 24 hours. 


According to the Pakistan Meteorological Department’s website, 111mm rain had been recorded in Hyderabad, followed by 106mm in Mithi and 94mm in Badin, disrupting civic life. 


The managing director of Wasa, Shaukat Hayat Bhutto, said the meteorological office at Latifabad had recorded 85.5mm of rain by 8am. 

The rain began late in the night on Friday and continued till Saturday morning intermittently, causing power breakdown as well. Various parts of the City, Latifabad and Qasimabad talukas were submerged. The water was drained by afternoon. The six-hour-long power breakdown also affected the working of pumping stations. 


Rains were also reported in Tando Allahyar, Matiari, Tando Mohammad Khan and Jamshoro districts. 


Our Badin correspondent adds: Heavy rain since Friday night paralysed the civic life here and other towns in the district. 


Rain started at about 2.30am on Friday night and continued intermittently till 4.40pm on Saturday, inundating streets and low-lying areas. 


Electricity was restored after four hours. It again went off and was not restored even after 12 hours. 


APP adds: The rains will refill reservoirs of Mangla, Tarbela and others, providing additional irrigation water and also for power generation. 


Scattered rains with thunderstorm is predicted to occur in Sindh, Punjab, Upper NWFP and Kashmir during the next 48 hours, according to the meteorological department. 


Met office reported that Murree received 44mm, Kotli 43mm, Phallar 39mm, Mandi Bahauddin and Zafarwal 36mm each, Thatta 34mm, Badin 21mm, Muzaffarabad, Rawalakot and Islamabad 17mm each, Chorr, Sialkot and Jhelum 14mm each, Garhi Dopatta 12mm, Kakool 11mm, Mithi 10mm. Rawalpindi was also hit by rain.

(Dawn-1, 19/07/2009)

15 die as monsoon showers wreak havoc on Karachi

KARACHI, July 18: At least 15 people were killed and more than 100 others injured on Saturday as the first monsoon downpour wrought havoc on the city’s civic infrastructure and left many people stranded. 


The Baghdadi police said that a 50-year-old man was killed when he was hit by a stray bullet on Ahmed Shah Bukhari Road, where unidentified youths resorted to heavy firing into the air in jubilation for the rainfall. 


The victim, Ganpat, son of Aasaji, a labourer and the father of four, was fatally wounded near his home when he was on his way back after buying flour from a nearby grocery shop.The police said the fatally wounded man died while he was being taken to the Civil Hospital Karachi, where a post-mortem examination was conducted on his body. Hospital sources said the victim received a single bullet wound in his chest. 


Five people, including a 35-year-old woman and her six-year-old daughter, were killed in rain-related incidents in Toori Bangash Pahari, a shantytown on the hills in Orangi Town in the Iqbal Town police remit. 


The area SHO, Inspector Liaquat Hussain, told Dawn that a six-month-old boy, Ali, son of Abdur Rasheed, and 50-year-old Hafeezan Khatoon, wife of Islamuddin, were killed separately when the roofs of their houses collapsed. 


He said a 35-year-old woman, Shakila, wife of Sher Khan, and her daughter, Zulekha, were killed when a wall of their house collapsed due to heavy rainfall coupled with gusty winds. 


He said that a 25-year-old man, Saeed Ahmed Jan, son of Raheem Khan, was killed when the roof of his house collapsed. 


At least four people, including a five-month-old girl, were reportedly killed in rain-related incidents in different shantytowns in and around Ittehad Town, in the remit of the Mochkoh police station. 


Residents said three people were killed when a parapet of an under-construction house collapsed due to rain. They said the incident took place near the route D-11 minibus terminus. 


They said the debris fell on the two adjoining houses, killing six-month-old Mahek, in one of the houses and two passers-by, Bakhtiar and Zahir Shah, who were labourers and residents of Ittehad Town. 


The area SHO, Inspector Rao Farman, confirmed to Dawn the deaths of four people in the remit of his police station. “The police have no record of those deaths as the victims’ relatives did not proceed with the medico-legal proceedings,” he said. 


Mr Farman said the owner of a roadside restaurant was killed in Mohammed Khan Colony, a shantytown near Ittehad Town, in a wall collapse incident. “The name of the victim could not be ascertained immediately,” he added. 


A 26-year-old man, Khaliquzzaman alias Jaseem, son of Qamaruzzaman, was killed when he fell from the rooftop of a house in Orangi Town in the remit of the Pakistan Bazaar police. 


The police said the victim was enjoying himself in the rain on the rooftop of his in-laws when he overbalanced due to strong winds and fell to the ground. They said the man died instantly and his body was later moved to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. 


A 35-year-old man was electrocuted in Korangi’s 100 Quarters in the remit of the Ibrahim Haideri police. The victim, Noor Mohammed, son of Azhar Khan, was a fisherman. He died when he received a fatal electric shock while wading through the accumulated rainwater. 


Meanwhile, a six-year-old boy drowned in a rainwater drain at Abdur Rehman Goth, near Hawkesbay. The name of the victim, who was swimming in the drain, could not be ascertained immediately. 


Meanwhile, two people were reported killed at Shah Waliullah Nagar, a locality in the remit of Orangi Town police. 


Residents said a woman, Hajra, was killed when the rooftop of her house collapsed due to heavy rains. 


They said a young man, identified as Mohammed Ali, died after he was fatally wounded when a tin sheet from a roof fell on him. However, the area police did not confirm the incident saying that the bodies were not brought to any government hospital for medico-legal proceedings. 


Moreover, thousands of chickens died when the rooftops of 11 poultry farms collapsed due to heavy rains and gusty winds near Hawkesay in the remit of the Mauripur police station.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 19/07/2009)

Rain claims 20 lives in Karachi

KARACHI: Twenty people, including minors and women, were killed on Saturday when the city received a record seven inches of rain in 24 hours. More than 100 people were injured, according to Edhi sources. 


Most of the deaths occurred due to electrocution, collapse of roofs and other rain-related incidents. 


As the rain poured, ambulance services in the city collpased. Sources in Edhi and Chippa said that they had information about many more casualties but were unable to reach the spots. 


That, however, is not all.


With the rain spell that started on Saturday night and continued for over two hours, the city plunged into darkness as a result of a fault in the national transmission grid. The KESC spokesperson was unsure when the power would be restored. 


Similarly, the telecommunication network, including land and cellular services, collapsed. 


Thousands of people were trapped on major thoroughfares which were inundated. 


The Karachi Airport was closed while the Cantt and City Railway Stations were also affected.


The rainwater entered houses in several areas of the city, causing serious damage to life and property.


The rainwater entered houses in the Defence Housing Authority, Nursery, PECHS and other low-lying areas, including Korangi, Shah Faisal Colony, Lines Area and Orangi Town.


A journalist with The News told this correspondent from Nursery that his house was inundated by the rainwater. He said electric appliances were destroyed while he, along with his family, had to take refuge on rooftop of a neighbour’s house to save their lives.


Meanwhile, the KPT Underpass in Clifton, Gharibabad, Nazimabad and Sohrab Goth underpasses were inundated and closed, while most of the roads and arteries of the city were also blocked due to the rainwater.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal visited several areas of the city. Talking to a TV channel, he asked the people not to come out of their houses to prevent any mishap.


Five people, including minors and women, died when walls of four houses collapsed in Orangi Town.


The Iqbal Market police said most of the houses constructed in the area were of low-cost material, due to which the walls of the four houses collapsed in the wake of heavy rains. The incident occurred in Sector 11 of Orangi Town. The dead were identified as Shakeela, baby Zulekha, Ali, Hafeezaan Bibi and Saeed Ahmed Khan. 


In the Moachko police limits, the wall of an under-construction building collapsed, crushing two children to death. The police said the children were playing in the area when the wall fell upon them. The incident occurred in Ittehad Town. The identity of the deceased children was yet to be ascertained.


Meanwhile, four people were electrocuted in various parts of the city.


Qalandar Hussain, 36, was standing at a petrol pump in Shah Baig Lane, when a live electricity wire fell on him, electrocuting him on the spot.


Zahoor was electrocuted at the Northern Bypass, while Wali Muhammad, 17, in Ranchore Lane and Noor Muhammad, 40, in Bengali Para, Korangi. The identity of the other persons could not be ascertained.

(The News-1, 19/07/2009)
City receives over 140mm rain

The city received over 140 millimetres of rain in the first spell of monsoon showers on Saturday, collapsing the city’s infrastructure and wrecking havoc with civic life, inundating several major and minor arteries as well as causing numerous power outages. 


The Meteorological Department’s observatory at Karachi Airport recorded 140mm of maximum rainfall till midnight. Earlier, the model observatory at Gulistan-e-Jauhar recorded 93.2 millimetres rain, while 82 millimetres (mm) rain were recorded at Gulshan-e-Hadeed. Till 6pm on Saturday, the Landhi observatory of Met office had recorded 77 mm rain, 37 mm rain at PAF Faisal, Masroor Base recorded 56 mm rain, at Meteorological Complex University Road 15.2 mm rain, and 64.6 mm rain in Saddar. The Met office recorded 28.5 degree Centigrade and 25.5 degree C maximum and minimum mercury-levels in the city with 92 per cent humidity. 


Rain started in the wee hours of Saturday, and continued throughout the day in the form of downpour or intermittent drizzle. A major spell of rain took place after 3pm on Saturday, and then again shortly after 10pm. 


The latter spell especially crashed telecommunication, drainage, and electricity systems across the metropolis, with several grid stations going offline and hundreds of feeders shutting down electricity to a number of areas. Several motor vehicles fell into disrepair on almost every major artery of the city, with a number of rain-related causalities also being reported. 


Collapse of civic infrastructure

Inundation of streets, alleys and roads took place in every locality of the city, with various municipal authorities in the city including those under the jurisdiction of City District Government Karachi (CDGK), different cantonment boards, and other land controlling authorities in the city, starting de-watering operations in various affected areas. However, the task of clearing accumulated rainwater is stated to take at least a couple of days to complete. 


A number of important arteries in the city were inundated following the downpour. The track starting from Jahangir Road to Teen Hatti Bridge, and then onwards to Gurumandir was completely blocked due to overflowing rainwater. All roads leading up to and around Saddar were also severely flooded, while a similar situation was witnessed at several points along MA Jinnah Road, including Purani Numaish. Accumulated rainwater could also be at the refurbished Sharea Faisal, including at Regent Plaza and some areas between Jinnah Terminal turning and Star Gate. Reports of severe flooding were also received from villages in and around Gadap and Bin Qasim towns. 


The areas under the jurisdiction of Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) and Defence Housing Authority (DHA), where a new storm water drainage system has been recently installed, also witnessed flooding and overflowing rainwater, especially in the low-lying parts of the cantonment. Pools of standing rainwater especially developed around parts of Khayaban-e-Badban, Khayaban-e-Bahria, Khayaban-e-Hilal, and Khayaban-e-Badar. DHA authorities however passed responsibility of maintenance on to CBC.

(By Azeem Samar, The News-13, 19/07/2009)
The wrath of the mighty monsoon!


KARACHI: The people of the city suffered intense hardships following the rain that started late Friday and continued throughout Saturday.
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Those who have never visited Karachi will not know that the citizens of the ‘city of lights’ are tied in a love and hate relation with rain.


They love it because they have beaches and parks where they go and enjoy the fascinating weather, but hate it because of the long hours of load shedding and awful sewerage systems.


On Saturday morning, Karachiites were welcomed out of their beds by the refreshing cold breeze of the rain and dark skies. 


Some of them rushed to the beach to enjoy the delightful weather. 


A businessman, Ejaz Alam, who lives in Clifton Block-IX, told Daily Times that the first thought after he got out of bed and noticed the weather was lets go to the beach. However, what followed is the story of miseries.


As the intensity of the rain increased a bit, the ‘beautiful weather’ turned into a ‘headache’ for the citizens.


An employee of a local bank, Shabbir Hussain said, “Look at my dress, it is all dirty,” as he moved on II Chundrigar Road.


As usual, feeders of the city started tripping and the KESC closed down some of its grid stations. Power supply to almost the entire city was disrupted. 


A housewife, Jameela, shopping in Zainab market, had other concerns.


“No doubt the weather is good but we cannot enjoy it,” she said. “I can imagine the type of the situation that my kids and I are going to face tonight.”


Jameela, who resides in the Cantonment area, said that that the KESC never lets them enjoy the rainy weather, as she was of the view that the citizens of Karachi would face a complete blackout on Saturday night.


According to KESC Chief Operating Officer Distribution Jan Abbas Zaidi, a total of 271 feeders had tripped out of over 1,100 feeders on different intervals since the previous evening.


He also said that KESC had to face cable faults in Defence to the Queens Road circuit, Baldia to Hub Chowki circuit, and Sector 12-A North Karachi and Gulshan-e-Zia Orangi sectors, Old Sabzi Mandi, Quaidabad, Malir, Federal B Area and Nazimabad Block no 2. 


The sewerage system did not allow the KESC to tease the citizens of Karachi alone.


As a result major roads across the city were flooded with water, gutters were spitting venom and main roads of the city like II Chundrigar road and Shahrah-e-Faisal were presenting the sight of an under developed village where driving was almost impossible.


The corpses buried in the premises of Gora Qabristan remained the major sufferers of the poor sanitation system, as knee-deep rainwater accumulated on the roads of Shahrah-e-Faisal and the cemetery.


However, the intensity of rain remained low at the airport and its surrounding areas.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 19/07/2009)

Rain toll rises to 28 as family of four, nine others die

KARACHI, July 19: The death toll from rain-related accidents in different areas of the city has risen to 28 while over a hundred people have also been injured following Saturday’s thunder-shower. 


By late Saturday night at least 15 rain-related fatalities had been reported in different parts of the city while at least 13 more people were killed in different rain-related incidents in the city on Sunday. 


Four members of a family died when part of the roof of an adjacent multi-storey building collapsed and landed over their small house in the Garden police limits on Sunday.Police and Edhi sources said that the incident occurred apparently due to heavy rain that lashed the city on Saturday and in the early hours of Sunday. 


Garden DSP Aijaz Hashmi said that the incident occurred when a small portion of the roof of the six-storey Haji Shah Lal building collapsed and fell on a 40-square-yard house in Shoe Market, Garden. The roof of the small house was made up of tin sheets. The family was asleep when the roof caved in. 


Police and Edhi rescue workers reached the scene and recovered the injured from the rubble. 


The DSP said the family members were rescued from the rubble alive but four of them died at the Civil Hospital. The victims were identified as Badruddin, 42, Rani, 40, the husband and wife respectively, and their two children, Mohsin, 8 and Rupaita, 7. 


However, a 10-year-old son of the couple survived and was presently under treatment at the hospital, he added. 


He said the owner of the adjacent building, Sohail Marwari, was arrested and an FIR (98/2009) was registered against him under Sections 337 and 322 of the Pakistan Penal Code. 


Four drowned 

The body of a six-year-old child was fished out from the Lyari River near the Bandhani bridge in the remit of the Sharifabad police station. 


Police said that the boy was identified as Javed Umar, a resident of Lasi Goth, and his body was fished out by the area people and rescue workers. 


In a similar incident, Edhi sources said, the body of an eight-year-old girl was fished out from the Lyari River near Muhammadi Colony, Mauripur. 


As the girl remained unidentified, the body was shifted to the Edhi morgue for want of identification. 


Meanwhile, two young men drowned in a storm-water drain in the Qayyumabad area on Sunday. 


Edhi sources said that the body of one of the victims, Majeed, 19, was fished out from the drain but the second victim, identified as 17-year-old Abid, could not be recovered. The police said that both the victims were residents of Akhtar Colony. 


Two brothers die 

Two brothers died when the wall of their Moosa Colony house fell on them. The incident occurred in the limits of the Gulberg police station. The police said that the wall was constructed without any proper support, hence it collapsed in the aftermath of the rain. 


The two brothers were identified as Usman and Salman. The bodies were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for completion of legal formalities. 


Three electrocuted 

Three men, including an employee of the Karachi Electric Supply Company, were electrocuted in different parts of the city on Sunday. 


Edhi sources said that an incident occurred in Shanti Nagar, Baldia Town, where a live electric wire snapped and fell on 25-year-old Mustaqeem, who died on the spot. The body was sent to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities. 


A KESC employee, Qalandar Bux, was electrocuted when he was attending an electricity-related complaint in Lyari. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities. 


In Korangi, 40-year-old Noor Mohammad was killed when a live electricity wire snapped and fell on him. He died instantly. The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for legal formalities. 


Trussed up body found 

The body of a man was found near a storm-water drain in the Garden police limits on Sunday. 


Police said that the trussed up body bore torture marks and was recovered near the drain when the rainwater receded. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital for a post-mortem examination. 

Police said that the victim was identified as Abdul Samad Rind, who had been missing for some days and a report regarding his disappearance was lodged at the Chakiwara police station on July 16. 


The police attributed the killing to some criminal rivalry. A SIM card was recovered from the deceased, which led to his identification. 


Bridge swept away

A small bridge linking Gulistan-i-Jauhar with the airport area was washed away in the rain. 


Eyewitnesses said that the small bridge – which provides a shortcut to commuters and has been constructed over a storm-water drain – was washed away on Sunday. 


The area police said that vehicular traffic was suspended and there was no passage left for pedestrian movement.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 20/07/2009)

KPT, Sindh govt join hands for Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan

In a bid to improve the environmental conditions at local beaches and the city’s sanitation, the Sindh Government and the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) would provide Rs600 million respectively to expedite work for Greater Karachi Sewerage Plant or Sewerage-III worth Rs13, 497m.


This decision, taken during a high level meeting chaired by Chief Secretary Sindh Fazal-ur-Rehman on July 6, aims to protect and improve living conditions, health and hygiene; to maintain the ecological balance and to reduce problems in the KPT operations caused by raw sewage disposal, The News has learnt.


This purpose would be achieved by upgrading sewerage transmission and treatment to 500 million gallons of sewage daily (MGD), according to documents and sources in the Sindh government. 


With an estimated population of 18 million, Karachi has been facing a severe sanitation crisis, as the city’s untreated sewage is released into the sea via outfalls, open Nullahs, natural drains and through the Lyari and Malir Rivers which ends up polluting the coastline.


Since raw or untreated sewage comprises 90 per cent of the total sewage of the city—as only 55 of the 472 millions gallons of the total sewage is treated per day while 411mgd is directly discharged into the sea— three treatment plants have already been established in the city. However, their performance has not been up to the mark.


The original plant (TP-I) with a treatment capacity of 51mgd has been processing only 20mgd. Similarly, the second plant (TP-II) has been treating only a negligible amount every day as the third plant; (TP-III) processes only 35mgd with its capacity of 54mgd).


This alarming situation necessitates up gradation of treatment facilities besides the complete detachment of sewage from storm-water drains, treating it before it is disposed into the sea, the sources informed. 


Fortunately, under the proposed S-III project, existing sewage treatment plants would be rehabilitated and enhanced bringing their total processing capacity to 300mgd, while a new treatment plant with a capacity of 200mgd would also be established to meet the requirements. 


Meanwhile, interceptors would be installed at Lyari and Malir Rivers through which, Nullahs would be linked with the treatment plants.


The project was approved by President Asif Ali Zardari, after he chaired a high level meeting in the city on May 28 and 27. It was decided that the costs would be shared by the Federal government, the provincial government and the KPT on 33pc sharing basis, sources added.


Consultancy charges were estimated to be around Rs322m. The KPT component was Rs7, 949m while Malir River component was Rs5, 548m, which totals Rs13, 497m.


The sources said that managing director KWSB during his briefing to the chief secretary highlighted urgency of addressing several issues on priority basis. They included immediate financing of the project; re-lease and possession of KWSB land totalling 465 acres that was earmarked for TP-4 at Korangi.


Other problems were provision of 150 acres of land for three sewerage treatment plants, 50 acres each for Mai Kolachi, New Karachi and Shah Faisal.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-19, 20/07/2009)
No potable water and sewerage in place in Ibrahim Hyderi

Women and minor girls of Ibrahim Hyderi, the largest fishermen locality in Bin Qasim Town, have to travel a long way to fetch water, despite government-laid water pipelines in the area. Water remains an old problem of the locality. Many neighbourhoods of this 120,000-population-locality do not have access to potable water and an adequate sanitation system.


Ibrahim Hyderi is home to skilled fishermen, boat builders, net manufacturers, wedding song singers and artisans. About 50 per cent of the families, who were dependent on fishing as a source of income, migrated from the Indus Delta long ago and settled here.


Zaheer Ahmed, an inhabitant of the Labour Colony in Ibrahim Hyderi, told The News that they do not have access to the basic amenities here. He said that the Labour Colony neighbourhood comprises 500 families with a population of 5,000, and has never received water through the government-laid pipelines.


According to Zaheer, his neighbourhood is a low-lying area which receives sewerage water from the entire vicinity, thus flooding the area. Victor, a local worker in Ibrahim Hyderi said that sewerage lines in the area have been broken for the last 10 years. He added that despite repeated complaints by them, the Town Municipal Administration (TMA) has shown no positive response in this regard.


Residents of the locality accused the concerned authorities, saying that they ‘‘make promises but do not fulfill them’’. Moreover, they complained that due to collapsed and leaking sewerage lines that were linked with water supply pipelines, people receive contaminated water. The villagers tried to convey their issues to Bin Qasim Town Nazim Jan Alam Jamot during his recent visit to his native village Ibrahim Hyderi, but as usual, received no positive response.


The residents also complained about the deteriorating law and order situation in the city, pointing out that one shop in the area had been robbed five times in two years. The people accused the police and local influential groups who, according to them, were supporting criminals in the area.


In this regard, the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) spokesperson Sami Memon said that they had received complaints from the residents of Labour Colony, Charan Muhalla, Mirbahar Muhalla, Gorach Paro, Khaskheli Paro, Kariani, Machhi Paro, Dhorai Paro and other areas. Memon said that the residents complained that they were receiving contaminated water and living along the collapsed sewerage system in their respective areas. 


He added that the issues had been conveyed to the Bin Qasim TMA but it seemed that the issues of the poor people were not on the town administration’s agenda. The PFF spokesperson also pointed out that reports of children falling down in open manholes had become a routine matter. He criticised the PPP-led government that has announced development packages for other areas but has ignored the fishermen localities.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 20/07/2009)
225mm rain highest in 32 years
Rain leaves half of the city flooded


KARACHI: It was as if a calamity had struck the city. No one felt safe anywhere, as houses and roads were all flooded by the rain falling relentlessly from the dark skies.


The start of the long anticipated monsoon season was an unexpected thunderstorm, which left more than half the city flooded.
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The roads turned into pools and cars were floating about like inflatable tubes, as the rain intensified on Saturday night and the metrological department recorded 225 millimetres (mm) of rainfall. Once before in 1977, 205mm of rainfall had been recorded.


The heavy rainfall was accompanied by a blackout as the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) refused to supply electricity and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board was unable to supply water to the city. Many households remained without water and electricity for several hours. The intense rain turned Shahrah-e-Faisal, II Chundrigardh Road, Saddar and MA Jinnah Road turned into pools. On main Shahrah-e-Faisal, public and private vehicles had to wait the entire night to reach home, as vehicles stalled due to the exaggerated water levels at Shahrah-e-Faisal.


Most roads were jammed after 10pm and people had no way out. 


Those travelling between Nursery and Baloch Colony were forced to spend the night on the road and move in the morning. Some braved the rain and walked to either their houses or to the nearest bus stops while some decided it would be safer to stay in their vehicles.


Most underpasses were closed off and people who entered the underpasses by mistake had no choice but to leave their vehicles there and walk the rest of the way. 


Furthermore, the vehicles that were in underground parking spaces, drowned.


Most people working at I I Chundrigardh had to spend Saturday night at their offices, as not even a hint of the road was showing. The footpaths that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) had just built were destroyed while the gutters proved useless as they refused the influx of water and in fact they spilled their contaminated water out into the streets making matters worse. On the other hand, roads from Malir to Quaidabad also remained jammed. The rain spared no one as those who were safely home had to spend hours taking water out of their houses. Home appliances were seen floating around like leaves.


Jalim Aali, 37, who was caught in a traffic jam at Nursery on Shahrah-e-Faisal, was unable to describe his situation. 


“It was horrible,” he said, adding that vehicles could not move.


He said he was coming back from his friend’s house when the rain strengthened and he had to stay on the road with his family the whole night.


Many people lost their pan shacks and they were found lying on the roads as they floated away with the water. Trains were also unable to move as the flood displaced the tracks.


KESC was not far behind in adding to the citizens’ misery, as when people were still struggling with staying afloat the utility announced a complete blackout.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal had informed the media that the CDGK was trying its level best to control the situation, however, he was clear about one thing and that is, “He could not fight God.”

The statement ‘water water everywhere, but not a drop to drink’ sprang to mind as despite the heavy flooding people were without drinking water. “How can we drink water?” asked Ejaz Alam, a resident of Malir Cantt. Adding that fresh water was not being supplied and the water stored in the tanks was not fit for consumption anymore.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 20/07/2009)

A drive through the aftermath

While many of Karachi’s major arterial thoroughfares had been cleared of rainwater by Monday morning, quite a few still resembled recovering war zones, with debris and mud being swept to the side by hundreds of CDGK workers. With some localities still inundated as a result of the weekend’s downpour, city Nazim Mustafa Kamal took an inspection tour on Monday afternoon accompanied by The News to inspect the effort to return the city’s roads to normalcy.


During the trip, the Nazim discussed and explained the plethora of problems encountered over the weekend with the drainage system of Karachi – and the extent of work that still needed to be done to ensure the city is flood-free in coming years.


The Nazim maintained during the visit that while many areas were indeed flooded, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) had made round-the-clock efforts to clear up the water – which, he said, they had managed to do to a great extent – by the first working day of the week. In years past, he said, everyone will testify that it took weeks to clear stagnant water – that too in cases where it rained less than it did over this weekend.


The trip began with a visit to the Liquatabad Underpass, where efforts to drain out massive amounts of rainwater were still on. “We managed to clear out the Ghareebabad Underpass last (Sunday) night,” said Kamal, “But the Liquatabad one is becoming problematic since the area around it acts as a catchment area.”


To a query regarding why the highly-touted drainage system installed in the two underpasses had failed, Kamal pointed to the Gujjar Nullah, which runs from New Karachi to Liaquatabad and eventually falls into the Lyari River. “You see,” explained Kamal while at the site of the Nullah, “the drainage of not only these two underpasses, but eight towns flows into Gujjar.” Pointing to the number of crudely-built houses along the Nullah that had reduced the drain to a narrow stream, Kamal said that the presence of the structures, built on encroached lands, meant that the water had no where to go but back. 


“Therefore, instead of Gujjar becoming a drain for the underpasses, the underpasses effectively became a drain for Gujjar,” said Kamal, emphasising the need to remove these encroachments, most of which have been there over 30 years, as soon as possible. “There is no room to even clear the drain in the case of emergency,” said the Nazim.


When asked why he didn’t just remove the encroachments, since he had pointed out the same reason during rain-related flooding in past years, Kamal complained that the CDGK’s efforts are given an ethnic or political tinge – particularly by the media. He said that one way would be for the Sindh government to allot lands to those who are uprooted from here so that the people could be shifted in an amicable way and avoid confrontation. 


He said that a similar situation was present in the Orangi Drain as well as Malir Bundh. The visit went through to KDA roundabout and Hyderi in North Nazimabad, where the Nazim pointed out water would be left standing for weeks in the past – but now the area had been cleared of all standing rainwater. 


Driving through Signal-Free Corridor-II, the Nazim claimed that these areas were dry due to the new drains constructed in the stretch, which catered to Sakhi Hasan, Nagan Roundabout, UP More and other adjoining areas, including 5000 Road. He added that he was himself present in the area till 4 am on Sunday morning, ensuring that the drains were performing. 


Asked to explain the flooding in many areas despite the new drains, Kamal maintained that the drains too had certain capacities, but added that the water did eventually drain out in a few hours by itself. 


The inspection tour then went towards New Karachi where the Gujjar Nullah also ran. Once again, the Nazim pointed out the encroachments not only along but on the drain. 


Heading back towards Sharea Faisal, where CDGK workers were seen working with water pumps outside the Falak Naz apartments, the Nazim said that he had received complaints that the basements of the apartment complexes had flooded. He admitted that this area was very problematic this time as had been in the past – evidenced by the fact that former Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had been trapped in traffic here due to flooding. 


Pointing to either side of the road, the Kamal showed The News patches of open drain. “You see how the drain appears and disappears? This is because these apartment complexes, as well as this petrol pump are actually built on the drain – on both sides.” 


The inspection tour then headed towards Shah Faisal Colony, Malir and Landhi/Korangi via the new bridge five-kilometre bridge over Malir River, where the main roads were by and large clear of rainwater – but still littered with debris. 


The Nazim then headed back towards Saddar on Sharea Faisal, crossing the FTC flyover where water still stood with CDGK workers struggling to pump it off the main road. Here, explained the Nazim, the problem was that cantonment structures along the road did not have any proper drainage facilities and therefore the water would logically flow onto Sharea Faisal. The collected water therefore has to be manually pumped into a nearby drain. 


Fittingly enough, after crossing the FTC flyover, right before Regent Plaza, pumps had been installed in the Naval Colonies that were throwing accumulated water from inside the premises out onto Sharea Faisal. The water was flowing along the road gathering in front of Regent Plaza and onto the road leading to the JPMC.


When queried, the Nazim grumbled his inability to get the Cantonment areas to stop. Heading towards I.I Chundrigar and the old city, Aiwan-e-Saddar had plenty of fire engines and water pumps emptying out collected rainwater. Kamal said that this was another problematic “catchment area”, which was below the level of nearby drains. 


Driving through inundated areas behind I.I Chundrigar, including in front of the KPT building, he showed The News the severe extent to which the areas had been submerged. He maintained that the old city areas witnessed severe floods due to the absence of any sort of drainage there. “However, during my visits to these areas during the rains, we have figured out a way to avoid this happening during the next monsoon season – there will be no repeat.” Explaining briefly, he said that the CDGK will try to divert the water towards nearby drains in the future. 


However, it should be noted that the nearest drain would be the one catering to I.I Chundrigar Road – which itself failed miserably during the downpour – resulting in a deluge like situation on the city’s business hub. Clearly, a lot remains to be done.

(By Gibran Peshimam, The News-13, 21/07/2009)
Sanitation, road network on verge of collapse

Residents and the administration of Lyari Town are anxious about the survival and sustenance of their town, given that the town administration lacks the facility of heavy cleaning machines and sufficient manpower to clean heaps of garbage lying in many areas, especially at Mirza Adam Khan road. Activists from Lyari fear that the prevalent situation may have caused devastation in the town if the rains had continued for a few more days, crumpling the already collapsed sanitation system in the area.


Almost all existing storm water drains of the old Karachi area are not only antiquated but also silt-laden. Most of these drains were overflowing at many junctures after the rains, with activists fearing that further rainfall counld adversely impact the situation. 


Town Nazim Mahmood Hashim told The News that the failure of Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) in providing power supply affected the sanitation discharge system. He said that in the absence of power supply, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) officials are making efforts to run ejectors by diesel to clean the streets, which have been inundated due to choked sewerage lines.


He said that some areas where the town administration had launched development schemes, especially lying sewerage and water supply pipes, have been affected in the aftermath of the downpour. However, he added, the town administration have put the town staff on alert, and councillors are present to tackle any problem in their respective areas. 


A town spokesperson said they have appealed to the CDGK authorities for providing heavy machines and trucks immediately to carry garbage out of the town and dump it into proper dumping sites. 


Meanwhile, senior Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) activist Sher Mohammed Rais, in his recent move to draw attention of the party leadership towards the problems faced by Lyari, pointed out that the sewerage system remains unworkable despite the presence of three pumping stations situated at Miran Naka, Chakiwara and Gulistan colony. All these stations have outdated equipments, and have no effective outlet, especially during high tides and the rainy season. 


He emphasised that the recent excavation of all major roads in Lyari for the installation of water supply and sanitation lines presents a picture “similar to an earthquake hit area”. Rais said that even a cursory look at these damaged roads can reveal to a layman that this is the result of lack of coordination and interaction between the concerned departments.


Another main handicap, he said, is the total absence of storm water Nullahs and open drains— except one at the Pitcher road which always remains over flowed— in the absence of storm water open drains and due to inadequate pumping arrangements of sewerage water.


Besides the present hardships that the people are facing due to this hazardous condition if the damaged roads are not quickly re-constructed, repaired and put in order, one can only imagine the devastating situation during the more downpours. This should be given high priority before it is too late, activists demanded. 


He said with the passage of time not only some of the low-laid localities of Lyari turn into swamps, but sub soil water level will raise and damage the residential/commercial areas of these localities. Giving the background of this issue, Rais said that in order to provide Lyariites with their due share of potable water, efforts were made twice in the past with no results. He narrated that the first attempt was made in 1989 on the directives of late Benazir Bhutto herself, however he lamented that although the plan was executed and a long pipeline was laid through the city areas, it did not work as water connections were provided to the other localities outside Lyari.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 22/07/2009)
Rain, protests leave at least eight signals damaged

At least eight traffic signals at major thoroughfares have been badly damaged either due to protests or by the torrential rains in the city.


The Transport and Communication Department of City District Government Karachi (CDGK), which is responsible for looking after all the affairs of traffic signals within its jurisdiction, is conducting a survey throughout the city and the number of damaged traffic signals may be more than the quoted figure, The News has learnt.


According to sources in the city government, around Rs8 million to Rs9 million will be needed for repairing or installing new traffic signals at such spots.


Signals have been damaged at Jinnah Terminal (Sharea Faisal), Star Gate (Sharea Faisal), Mehmoodabad Intersection (Sharea Faisal) near Nursery, Noorani Chowrangi (Shahrah-e-Quaideen), Allahwali Chowrangi (Shahrah-e-Quaideen), Sir Syed Chowrangi (Bahadurabad), Ittehad Chowrangi (Bhadurabad) and Lasbella Chowrangi.


Traffic signals at Star Gate and Noorani Chowrangi have been completely damaged, while the signals at Lasbella Chowrangi, Mehmoodabad, Jinnah Terminal and others are partially damaged.


Mobs protesting against the consistent electricity breakdown attacked the traffic signals at some places and damaged them badly. 


A source in Transport and Communication (T&C) Department told The News that protestors also targeted a few teams from their department when they tried to repair the signals. The mobs mistook them to be staffers of the Karachi Electric Supply Company and attacked their vehicles and beat up the department teams.


Sources said that the T&C department would submit the estimate of damages on Wednesday to the district coordination officer. After the release of funds, it will take a week to repair all the damaged signals.


Damaged traffic signals on Sharea Faisal would be given priority since it is the main thoroughfare of the city.


New traffic signals which are generally used by the city government has a price tag of not less than Rs2.5 million. Currently, the city government has a total of 114 traffic signals at different thoroughfares of the metropolis and around five agencies are involved in operating the signals at different intersections. Other than the CDGK, Defence Housing Authority (DHA) is responsible for taking care of 55 intersections. Likewise, the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) manages three intersections and SITE and the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) are responsible for one intersection each.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-14, 23/07/2009)
Lack of trees responsible for flooding

The heavy downpour of torrential rains that lashed the metropolis recently exposed the shortcomings in Karachi’s infrastructure on the one hand, but also critically highlighted the lack of tree cover in the city. 


“We have been cautioning authorities for the last many years to focus on tree plantation,” said Shahida Kauser Farooq, Chairperson of Subh-e-Nau, an environmental and public health concern, in a statement issued on Tuesday, adding: “if we have enough trees in the city, we could have easily averted the chaos that ensued after the rains.”


Farooq said that research has shown that a single 10-inch tree can store more than 60,000 gallons water during a single rainfall, catch it, and store it in the aquifer – thereby helping replenish the water table, and storing it for future purposes. “This is the normal water cycle that we have disrupted by not leaving enough green open areas, and cutting down decades-old trees in the city,” she said. 


“Since we do not have enough tree cover in the city, flooding is a consequence that no one can stop; we all need to realise that if a single tree can save us from flooding by more than 250,000 litres of water and save it for future purposes, each single tree is important to us,” Farooq said. 


The statement said that roads and concrete prevent water from seeping into the ground, and instead of it being converted to safe drinking water, it gets polluted, floods areas, and causes diseases especially amongst children. Farooq said the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) should work on an emergency basis to help those who have been affected by these rains, especially considering that water borne diseases such as malaria and gastro will increase following this flooding. 

(The News-19, 23/07/2009)
DHA learns some ‘rain’ lessons: Tirmizi

The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has learnt some important lessons with regard to its rain preparations, Administrator DHA, Brigadier Khalid Tirmizi told The News on Monday.


Tirmizi said that some areas were inundated in Defence because DHA underestimated the quantity of water that would accumulate. “I would say that this happened in phase four as well as parts of phases one and two and we will now work towards rectifying this problem,” Tirmizi said.


There were several complaints of flooding inside houses in DHA following the rain over the weekend in the city. Some residents complained that the multi-million-rupee drainage system that was put in place by the DHA following large-scale flooding in 2007 has not worked well. However, DHA contests this claim.


Tirmizi said that in most areas of DHA, the drainage system worked very well. He said that one has to understand that this was the first major rain that the city witnessed after the installation of the system and that is why “some problem areas are bound to appear which we will now work to address.”


The DHA chief also said that drainage work was also affected by the sealing of most manholes to prevent their covers from being stolen. “These manholes took time to be opened so that water could be drained from roads,” he commented. There are about 25,000 manhole covers in DHA, Tirmizi told The News.


He said that while he regretted the fact that some houses flooded in the area, the flooding had been monitored so that further improvements in the drainage system could be made. He said a technical committee had been set up which included DHA engineers as well as representatives of the consultant company — Techno Consult — and the contractors, who would survey the DHA areas and suggest improvement in the drainage system.


Residents have complained that the DHA did not come to their rescue when they asked for help. Others said that the phones of the DHA and Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) remained unattended during the storm and the days that followed.


To this, Tirmizi said that he had received a lot of complaints from people whose houses had flooded and some of those who were severely affected were accommodated in DHA clubs as a goodwill gesture.


He said that the complaint centres of DHA and CBC was on call but the phone lines had been affected by the rain. He also said that some phone numbers had changed which had been publicised in the media as well but “the people were probably dialing the old numbers.”


Tirmizi said that the record rainfall had upset the whole city. 205mm of rain was recorded by Sunday as against the previous record of 150mm in 2007.


The DHA chief said that if compared to the rest of the city, the DHA areas “did comparatively better.” He said that rainwater in the area was cleared within 24 hours.

He said that the rain was unprecedented and “no amount of preparation could have been enough for what the city experienced on Saturday.” He added that the drainage and clean-up work seen in 2009 was much better than what the residents experienced in 2007.


Tirmizi also commented on the issue of the refurbishment charges that the DHA wants to impose on the residents. He said that the performance of the drainage system had proved that the money spent on this by the DHA was “well-spent.”


The refurbishment charge issue is now being reviewed by a parliamentary committee which is studying the pros and cons of the imposition of such a tax. Tirmizi said that the DHA has collected Rs2.08 billion in charges and other fees in the year but had spent about Rs8 billion in various development projects including the drainage project and the Gizri flyover.

He said that the six-billion-rupee deficit would be met by DHA and the residents of DHA as the projects are being implemented for their benefit. So far Rs88 million have been deposited by residents under the head of refurbishment charges.


Tirmizi said that all accounts of DHA were checked by external auditors and they were open for inspection. “We have nothing to hide. We are happy to show where the money has been spent,” he commented.

(The News-20, 23/07/2009)
Gujjar Nullah encroachments pose flood threat to four towns


KARACHI: The presence of encroachments around Gujjar Nullah pose a flood threat to four towns, namely, New Karachi Town, Gulberg Town, North Nazimabad Town and Liaquatabad Town, in case more heavy torrential rain occurs in the city.


The lives and essentials of those residing in the residential units near the nullah are also at risk.

[image: image3.jpg]


A city government officer of the defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation, who has been conducting a study on encroachments beside major drain canal in the city, told Daily Times that the city government had decided to remove the encroachment beside major drain canals in the city particularly Gujjar Nullah in the last quarter of 2007, and rehabilitate the vacated people in Taiser Town.


It was also decided that the CDGK would take measures to expand the width of the Gujjar Nullah with primarily PC-I cost of more than Rs 1 billion.


But the people living in encroachments had created a law and order situation at the time of eviction and the campaign had to be stopped.


The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board was also concerned on the encroachments on the banks of Orangi and Gujjar Nullah as the sewerage project 3 has been pending due to lack of eviction.


The actual length of the Gujjar Nullah comes to around 14 kilometer while its present width at different points ranges between 12 to 37 meters. Almost 20 years ago, the width of the Gujjar Nullah was around 200 feet, the officer claimed.


The Gujjar Nullah is spread from New Karachi Town to Liyari River at Teen Hatti junction, while it covers five towns of the city and passes from New Karachi Town, Gulberg Town, North Nazimabad Town, and Liaquatabad Town and after falling into Liyari River at Tin Hatti junction to Jamshed Town, the officer said.


The encroachments on the Gujjar Nullah bank have squeezed it up to three-five feet at various junctions, as nearly 12,000 residential units and hundreds of small and medium scale factories and shops have been established there, said the officer.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 23/07/2009)

Niamatullah wants SHC CJ to take notice of rain losses

KARACHI: Former city nazim Niamatullah Khan advocate has asked the Sindh High Court (SHC) chief justice to take suo motu action against the officials whose negligence caused colossal losses in Karachi during the recent monsoon rains. 


Addressing a press conference at Idara-e-Noor-e-Haq on Sunday, he said that the entire city was submerged in rainwater and 61 citizens lost their lives due to insufficient measures taken by negligent officials. The city bore losses amounting to Rs 30 billion and trader lost around Rs 11 billion, he said. On the occasion, former town nazims Abdul Wahab, Farooq Naimatullah, Ahmed Parekh, Nadeemul Islam, Islamullah and trader [image: image4.jpg]


leaders Mehmood Hamid and Imran Baghpati were also present.


Khan said that the reason behind this massive destruction is the fact that the city government did not clean the drains prior to the rains. He alleged that the funds allocated for a rain emergency were gulped down by corrupted elements. He said that also contributing to the destruction was the lack of planning behind the constructed roads. 


He alleged that the roads constructed by the present city government are substandard and were ruined due to rainwater while the roads constructed during his tenure were stronger and survived the rains. All underpasses constructed by the present city nazim were flooded during the rains, Khan said.


The former city nazim went on to say that the present city nazim issued show cause notices to Municipal Works EDO and some other officials but the problem will not be solved by making other officials scapegoats. He asked the city government to compensate each rain-related death with Rs 1 million, Rs 0.2 million to each injured and also asked them to compensate for the colossal losses suffered by traders. 


He said we spent Rs 12 billion on uplift projects in our tenure by generating funds from stakeholders while the present city government imposed an infrastructure tax on the citizens. He also said that the city government tried to put the blame of the deaths and the destruction on KESC but the same people had supported KESC at the time of its privatisation.

(DailyTimes-B1, 27/07/2009)

AUGUST

Water, sanitation systems to be modernised: Lyari Nazim

A master plan to modernise the sanitation and water supply systems of Lyari town is on the anvil, and the town administration has been issued directives by the federal and provincial governments to submit its suggestions in this regard, Lyari Town Nazim Mahmood Hashim told The News. 


Hashim said that the government intends to award the project of designing the master plan to a reputable company, who will suggest how to implement various uplift schemes and replace the old water and sanitation systems with new ones. He said that besides purchasing cleaning machinery and improving water and sanitation systems, building roads, parks and community centres were also included in the proposed plan to facilitate the people.

“The sanitation system of the Town is very old, and discharging channels have not been changed for a long time. This creates a lot of problems, especially during the monsoon season”, Hashim said. He said that they were planning to modernise the sanitation channels with purchasing machines and other equipments to keep the roads and streets clean.


According to the Lyari Nazim, the thickly-populated Town produces a large quantity of garbage, which makes the sewerage system not viable. He said that water supply is mostly insufficient for the needs of the Town, while garbage heaps are seen everywhere. But now, Hashim claimed, things were gradually improving. ‘‘This master plan is the outcome of our efforts for change’’ he said. 


The Town Nazim said that there were over 1,400 sanitary workers in 2001, but this number has dropped to about 800 now. He said that in principle, the increase in the population of the Town should have translated into an increase in water supply as well as sanitary manpower, however precisely the converse was true. 


Hashim said that they had identified a site to build a ‘Garbage Transfer Station’ near old Mewa Shah Graveyard. The Town municipal administration currently hires lifters and new vehicles to haul garbage from the premises of the town on a daily basis, which in turn is dumped a proper site. He said that at present, Mirza Adam Khan Road resembles a dumping ground, as citizens casually dump their garbage there, but this practice harms the image of the Town Municipal Administration, he said.


Hashim said that since the Town is dependent on the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) for hiring garbage lifters and other vehicles, in some cases, such as the rain emergency, they could not get vehicles and machines on time. 


The area people complain against the incomplete and dug out roads that cause traffic jam, the Town Nazim, however claims that in the first phase they have completed of sanitation work and will work on roads soon to produce satisfactory results.


He said that water-supplying lines were being replaced, and hopefully this work would be completed by October. On a query about complaints regarding receiving contaminated water, he said that the pipelines that they had replaced had not been operational as yet. When these water supply lines would start working, he said, the people’s need would be met regarding water supply.


Hashim said that Rs200 million were being spent on replacing electric poles, while a 40-feett-high poles would be installed to avoid incidents and ensure the smooth supply of electricity.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 06/08/2009)
Woman, daughter perish after falling into drain

Nabeela, 25, along with her minor daughter, Asiya, three, drowned in a drain within the Pak Colony police limits. Police and family said that Nabeela along with her daughter Asiya had gone to the F.B. Area on Saturday to attend a relative’s wedding.


On her way back home late on Saturday night, she slipped and fell into an open drain along with her daughter at Rexer bridge, Old Golimar. 


Passers-by, hearing the cries for help called the rescue force who conducted a search operation at the site. 


On Sunday morning, the rescuers managed to recover Nabila’s body, while Asiya was still missing. Later, information was received that a body of a minor girl was found from Lyari Nadi at Agra Taj Colony, Kalri. 


The family identified the girl. The deceased were residents of Bariage Village, Pak Colony. A case was reported at the police station.


BODY FOUND: The bullet-riddled body of an unidentified man, aged 22-25, bearing marks of physical torture, was found from Sohrab Goth police limits. Police said that they received a tip-off that a body was lying in bushes behind Indus Plaza, Sohrab Goth. 


A patrolling mobile rushed to the place and recovered the body. 

Apparently, after brutally torturing the deceased, the killers seem to have fired two bullet into his head. 


A case was registered and investigation is underway. 


MISHAPS: Labourer Ismail, 40, was crushed to death by a speeding trailer in Mauripur area. A case was reported at the relevant police station. 

Moreover, in Ibrahim Hyderi, an unidentified man, 35, drowned at Soneri Beach. Rescuers were busy searching the body till filing of this report. 


Meanwhile, a teenaged girl drowned in the sea at Manora picnic point on Sunday. Sumeera, 13, daughter of Naseeruddin, a resident of Aisha Manzil, F.B Area, went to Manora for a picnic with her family where she drowned. 

Divers recovered the body after a search operation and handed over it to the family.


SUICIDE: Shazia, 30, a married woman, committed suicide in Awami Colony police limits. Police sources said that the incident transpired inside a house in Gali-35, Landhi-36B, Awami Colony. 


During investigation it was found that Shazia had had a quarrel with her husband Mohammed Naeem on Sunday morning, upon which she locked herself in her room and hanged herself from the ceiling fan. 


ARRESTS: Kharadar police arrested four alleged bandits after an encounter on Sunday with a recovery of arms and snatched cell phones. 


Police said that a patrolling mobile spotted four suspicious persons. On seeing the approaching police the bandits opened fire which was retaliated by the police. After an encounter, the police arrested Liaquat, Bashir, Jameel and Mehboob and recovered four TT pistols.

(The News-14, 10/08/2009)
DHA to improve new drainage system

A technical committee had been formed which would identify the particular areas in Defence Housing Authority (DHA) where rainwater still accumulates after monsoon rains, Administrator, DHA, Brig Khalid Tirmizi, said on Thursday during a meeting of the board of the Clifton Cantonment Board (CBC). 


Tirmizi said that the committee would recommend appropriate measures to further enhance the efficacy of the new drainage system. All improvement measures would be taken before the advent of the next monsoon season by DHA and CBC including revamping the existing sewerage system to prevent any chance of flooding or rainwater accumulation, he added.


The board meeting, presided over by Brig Tirmizi, who is also President of the CBC, was also attended by Chief Executive Officer (CEO) CBC Zeenat Ahmed.


Brig Tirmizi said that DHA and CBC must work hand in glove to effectively respond to the needs of the residents.

(The News-13, 14/08/2009)
Plan to rehabilitate Gujjar Nullah

KARACHI, Aug 17: The city government has finally announced that it will start the channelisation of the 13.5-kilometre-long Gujjar Nullah on Tuesday and the long-awaited process will begin with the removal of encroachments. 


A meeting chaired by Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Monday approved the project with an estimated cost of Rs2.7 billion.

The project includes construction of 24-foot-wide service lanes on both sides of the nullah. 

Sources said that the channelisation of Gujjar Nullah, which stretches from North Karachi Town to the Gulbahar area in Liaquatabad Town, was indeed an ambitious programme, since it also involves dislocation of thousands of people who had ‘illegally established’ hundreds of residential, commercial and industrial units along its both banks. 


While the mapping of the nullah has already been completed, the CDGK staffers will now visit both sides of the nullah to examine the possibility of development of roads, de-silting of the nullah and sharpening of its edges wherever required. 

The sources said that the likely displacement of people living along both banks of the nullah was a sensitive issue and those who might face displacement due to the project would be given an alternative 80-square-yard plot and a compensation amount. 


This would be done on the same pattern of the resettlement of people displaced due to the construction of the Lyari Expressway project, they added. 


However, the city nazim told the Monday meeting that encroachments on both banks of Gujjar Nullah, which had been choked, left a narrow passage for heavy machinery to enter and perform the de-silting work. 

He said that the adjoining areas of Gujjar Nullah were affected most during the recent rains. After Gujjar Nullah failed to contain storm water, the overflowing caused accumulation of water in adjoining areas and in this situation the storm-water drainage system at major roads did not work, causing flooding of underpasses and nearby roads and streets, he said, adding that as a consequence the residents of Liaquatbad, North Nazimabad, Gulberg and North Karachi towns had faced serious problems. 


“Now in order to provide relief to people living in these areas, it has been decided to start work on the channelisation and construction of roads on both sides of Gujjar Nullah on a priority basis,” he added. 


The nazim said that in the first phase a 24-foot-wide road would be constructed on either side of the drain along with the RCC wall on the edges while concrete support would be provided in the second phase. 

He also directed the officials concerned to begin work in all four towns simultaneously so that the project could be completed as soon as possible. 


The meeting was attended by town nazims, the Karachi DCO and other senior officials.

(Dawn-13, 18/08/2009)

CDGK starts channelisation of Gujjar Nullah

City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has, as of Tuesday, started the channelisation of the 13.5km-long Gujjar Nullah as well as the removal of encroachments along the drain. 


The project which has an estimated cost of Rs2,700 million would include the construction of a 24-foot wide service road on either side of the Nullah. Engineer Sajid Usmani has been appointed as project director for this job.


Earlier, in a meeting chaired by City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, it was decided to launch an anti-encroachment operation at Gujjar Nullah, one of the city’s main drains. The meeting was attended by DCO Karachi, Javed Hanif; Town Nazim North Nazimabad, Mumtaz Hameed; Town Nazim North Karachi, Akhtar Hussain; Town Nazim Gulberg, Javed Malik; Town Nazim Liaquatabad, Hafiz Usama Qadri; EDO Revenue, Sajjad Abbasi; and other officers.


Addressing the meeting, Kamal said that the Gujjar Nullah was now virtually blocked due to encroachments along both sides of the drain, which had left a narrow passage not sufficient enough to allow heavy de-silting machinery to Work along the Nullah. He said that after rain water failed to flow through Gujjar Nullah smoothly, the subsequent overflowing caused accumulation of water in the adjoining areas - made up of at least four towns - including underpasses.


As a consequence millions of residents of Liaquatabad, North Nazimabad, Gulberg and North Karachi Town had to face difficulties during heavy rains. “Now, in order to provide relief to the people living in these areas, it has been decided to start work on the channelisation and construction of roads on both sides of the Gujjar Nullah on preferential basis,” the city Nazim said. He also directed that work should begin in all four towns simultaneously so that the project could be completed as soon as possible.


Kamal further said that in the first phase a 24 feet wide road would be constructed on either side of the drain along with the Reinforced Cement Concrete (RCC) wall on the edges while concrete support will be provided in the second phase.

He also instructed the Revenue and Works & Services Department to chalk out a joint strategy for the anti-encroachment operation in coordination with the towns’ administrations. The city Nazim said that the channelisation of Gujjar Nullah would solve the storm water and sewage-related problems of adjoining areas while it would also give a new way at the edges for the drainage needs of the Lyari Expressway.

(The News-13, 18/08/2009)
Untreated waste from tanneries being released into sea

In sector 7-A of Korangi Industrial Area (KIA), where most of Karachi’s tanneries are located, untreated waste is being released by tanneries in the storm water drain. This practice continues to take place in the presence of a Combined Effluent Treatment plant, which was completed in 2007 at a cost of Rs500million for treatment of tanneries’ waste, The News has learnt.


“Since the launch of this plant, some industries have not been connected to the treatment plant, and they continue to release their waste water into the drains. There have been plans to connect all these tanneries’ with the treatment plant, however, it never materialised,” said Zahoor Ahmed, owner of a small tannery in KIA sector 7-A. 

Even the tanneries that are connected with the plant have been unable to release their waste for treatment as their connecting pipelines have been choked, Ahmed said. “On the other hand, there are the small tanneries, whose owners feel that the amount they would have to pay to the management of the plant, and for treatment of their waste is not feasible for their businesses, keeping in view the current economic situation” he maintained.


Several others associated with the tannery industry in KIA also confirmed that no significant change has been witnessed in the discharge of tanneries’ waste into the sea, even after the establishment of the effluent treatment plant owing to variety of reasons.


“Actually, it is the responsibility of the government or its environment protection agency to monitor the industries. If they are not availing the treatment, then the government body should analyse the obstacles to this situation. However, nobody cares here, and the situation remains the same” said Mudassir, a leather technician working in the area. 


An official of Pakistan Tanners Association (PTA), which manages the effluent treatment plant, also confirmed that hardly 20-25 percent of waste being produced by the local tanneries was being treated before being released into the sea owing to “administrative and operational” problems.


The official, who requested anonymity due to the sensitivity of the situation, confirmed that some tanneries’ are not connected to the treatment plant while waste from others is not reaching plant because of choked lines. “Instead of resolving the issue, the PTA Environment Society has asked tanners to get the problem resolved on their own, which has compelled certain industries to dump their waste without any treatment,” the official maintained.


PTA Environment Society Chairman Gulzar Feroz said that there that were “many” such industries which were releasing waste directly into the sea. “Actually there is no fear of any punitive action, and thus they are violating the law. In this way, they also don’t have to pay for getting their waste treated,” he said.

When asked about the role of Environment Protection Agency (EPA), Feroz termed the agency “inefficient, incapable of doing anything and short staffed” to take any action against those flouting environmental rules and regulations.”

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-20, 30/08/2009)
SEPTEMBER

CM satisfied with CDGK’s steps to tackle rain impact


KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah has expressed his satisfaction on measures that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has taken pertaining to mitigating the impact of the recent spell of monsoon in the city. The chief minister went on a visit around the city, accompanied by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Tuesday midnight, to oversee the post-rain situation.


While visiting the Gujjar Nullah, the city nazim told the chief minister about the problems that have resulted from encroachments on the brinks of the nullah. Kamal said, these encroachments have squeezed the diametre of the nullah from 77 metres to just seven metres.


Shah said that he would hold a meeting with Ibad and Kamal so that an appropriate strategy can be devised to tackle the situation while support from the federal government would also be sought for the resolution of this anomaly.

Shah also visited the CDGK Command and Control Centre and saw the city’s situation using close circuit cameras.


On the other hand, Kamal expressed his satisfaction on the rain emergency measures, of which draining the storm water was a key issue. Kamal said that illegal occupation of land across the main drain canals, including Gujjar Nullah, have created problems that led to delayed draining of the storm water. The eviction of the encroachments from the brinks of the nullah would ensure the increase of Gujjar Nullah’s diameter and would pacify the agony that prevails after torrential rain.


Kamal said that the newly installed water and sewerage infrastructure has a capacity, just like every other drainage system of the world, but it proved to be highly beneficial for the citizens, as despite the heavy, prolonged rains, the water was drained effectively.


He refuted certain news items that claimed that the CDGK’s infrastructure had been ruined, as he claimed that the CDGK had used only a faction of its machineries because the storm water was drained out through the infrastructure.

He reiterated his resolve that he would leave no stone unturned to restore the Gujjar Nullah to its original diametre and that all encroachments would be removed. No matter how many voters and supporters of Muttahidda Qaumi Movement would be affected but the task would be completed for the sake of the city, he added.

The city nazim said that the CDGK has been doing the required homework while two relevant town municipal administrations have already completed their work on delineating the encroachments for immediate removal.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 02/09/2009)

Living on banks of sewage drains could cause cancer: environmentalists


KARACHI: Environmentalists have warned people, who are living on the banks of main sewage drains in Karachi and elsewhere in Pakistan, against exposure to carcinogenic threats.


Experts told Daily Times that the major cause for the growth of cancer among the population, who are living around sewage drains, was the incineration of toxic waste, including hospital and industrial waste, adding that hospitals did not have any incineration plants and that dumping of industrial waste was increasing due to insufficient measures and facilities for their disposal.


Experts warned that, according to different levels of immunity, certain groups living in the hazardous areas might have anywhere between a few months to several years before they could seriously fall ill.


Experts also said that the absence of laws and bylaws that govern proper disposal of hospital and industrial waste was a criminal act on the part of concerned authorities, adding that no appropriate measures for immediate screening were taken by the State so far and that NGOs had also been ignoring this important issue.

Experts have suggested that the dwellings around the dangerous sites should be immediately moved to safer areas. City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has already announced shifting of about 12,000 families from the surroundings of main sewage drains.


When City Nazim Mustafa Kamal was contacted on the matter, he said that convincing the population to move to better premises was a difficult task, however, the CDGK was prepared to rehabilitate Gujjar Nullah inhabitants. Disregarding the fact that the inhabitants are not entitled to financial assistance or rehabilitation facilities because they are illegal occupants, the CDGK would nevertheless diligently take care of them on humanitarian grounds, Kamal added.


Kamal also said that the CDGK had completed the foundation work on this matter and that it would pay Rs 50,000 to every family with a plot of 80-square yards. “We would also approach the provincial and federal governments for maximum possible assistance on behalf of the people we move”, said Kamal.


Kamal added that it was in the interest of the city and the citizens living in hazardous environs to happily agree to start a new life for their children and future generations. The CDGK has already planned to provide the citizens with better residential premises in Taiser Town. 

The evacuation would result in the improvement of the city’s drainage system, ensuring speedy draining of storm water and resulting in augmentation in the city’s attractiveness.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 13/09/2009)

NOVEMBER

A killer drain and a neglected colony’s plight


KARACHI: A major sewage drain, which passes through the middle of the city’s biggest slum settlement, Machhar Colony, has not only engulfed several children, but is also the cause of various deadly diseases among the residents of this ill-fated colony, thus giving it the notorious reputation of a killer drain.
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The drain is also the passageway for the potable water supply pipes, thus sewage mixes with the drinking water. 


On entering this unique colony, which is home to about 0.7 million people of different nationalities including Biharis, Burmese, Bangladeshis, Afghans and others, one would be welcomed by this canal-sized drain.


The drain, which has a carpet of garbage on it, is completely chocked. The residents of the slum say that the drain has become a killer, as within the last three months, at least four children have died after falling into it.


“Since the drain is covered with garbage, children mistakenly fall into it and drown,” said Muhammad Saleem, a barber, adding that just a couple of weeks ago, a child died in his neighbourhood. His shop is located just on the edge of the drain.


Since the Machhar Colony is a slum settlement, government departments are not providing basic facilities such as natural gas, potable water and electricity connection to the colony, and its residents have to find other way to fulfil their needs.


Some of the residents have managed to get a connection from the main water supply pipeline that passes on the main Mauripur Road.


Through motors, they take the water inside the colony. They use plastic pipes lying inside the drain for this purpose.


Sometimes, the garbage in the drain is set on fire. This melts the water supply pipes, thus mixing sewage and drinking water.


“The majority of the children in the colony are suffering from viral infections, respiratory disorder and waterborne diseases due to the missing of drinking water with sewage,” said a lady doctor of local NGO working in the colony.

The residents of the colony said the city government recently spent a huge amount of money to clean the drain, but the project remained only in documents, while practically nothing was done so far.

“We now believe that this drain will never be cleaned,” said 30-year-old Salman, a resident.

He said the colony does not exist in the map of the city, and the government simply does not care about the people living here and has no interest in resolving their problems.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 04/11/2009)

Flaws in DHA drainage system to multiply cost

KARACHI, Nov 5: Flaws have surfaced in the Defence Housing Authority’s new drainage system laid at a high cost, and the removal of the defects and making it functional properly will cost twice as much, it has been learnt. 


The last rains exposed the faults in the project, completed before the downpour at a cost of around Rs3 billion. Sources say the amount is four times of what was initially estimated, as components of the project were left incomplete and more funds, almost equal to the original project cost, were spent. 


And now almost twice the amount of the initial cost was needed to construct the parts that had been omitted earlier if it had to function properly, the sources told Dawn. 


They said that increasing the scope of work and cost by more than 15 per cent or omitting parts of the project after the contract had been awarded was against the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority rules and it was a fit case for the PPRA to examine if any violation of rules had taken place. 


They said the flaws were revealed following the last rains when many areas remained inundated, exposing the DHA’s claims that all rainwater would drain soon after the rain stopped. 


The sources said that the shortcomings of the system were pointed out by the same consultants who had planned it and now they wanted additional funds to make the project effective. 


They said that at the time of launching of the work for the drainage system, the DHA had said that it would cost around Rs700 million. However, when it was completed, the DHA said over Rs2.2 billion had been spent on it. In addition, between Rs600 million and Rs700 million was spent on the roads that had been damaged by the laying of the drainage network. The cost was borne jointly by the DHA and the Cantonment Board Clifton. 


Sometime back, the DHA’s drainage system consultants at a briefing about the functioning of the drainage system had disclosed that a number of interceptor drains were omitted from the original design owing to a paucity of funds due to which rainwater accumulated in parts of DHA Phases IV and VII during the last rains. 


They presented an augmented design plan for addressing the problem areas identified during the rains. The improvement plan includes construction of additional interceptor drains and re-profiling of a few roads. This project would cost almost Rs1.5billion, the sources said. 
(Dawn-15, 06/11/2009)

4,000 tons sewage, sludge thrown into storm water drains every day

The sludge and sewage discharged in storm water drains has been causing flooding in Karachi every year and there is a need for an extra slope to ensure “self-cleansing velocity of the drain”, Khuda Bux Shaikh, District Officer, Municipal Services Group of Offices, City District Government Karachi, said on Wednesday.


Delivering a lecture on ‘The development plan of rainwater drains in Karachi: Present situation and future plans’, organised by the Urban Resource Centre, he said that the city generates 8,000 tonnes of waste on a daily basis, while the capacity to dispose it was not more than 3,000 tonnes per day. “On top of it, 4,000 tonnes of sewage and solid waste is thrown into the storm water drains every day that contains lots of silt. As a result, the drains are silted very quickly. About 1,000 tonnes of waste is diverted to open plots in the city,” he explained.


Fortunately, the city’s flow lies naturally towards the sea and storm water was diverted to it through the Lyari and Malir rivers, six major nullahs and about 500 small drains, he said. 


“The major of city drains covering an over 66.76km, include the Mehmoodabad drain, Lilly Road drain, Soldier Bazar drain, City Railway Station drain, Pitcher Road drain, Kalri nullah, and Manzoor Colony drain, which is under construction,” he said. Furthermore, he added, that there were 17 drains along the KMC roads in the city.


“Another problem is that the major portion of these natural drains has been encroached upon. On Gujjar Nallah alone there are more than 10,000 houses,” he mentioned. He said that five points in the city were critical and includes PECHS, Block 6, Sharea Faisal; Old City, Awan-e-Saddar Road and the KDA roundabout in North Nazimabad.


“In PECHS Block 6, flooding occurs because the cooperative society has allotted plots on drains, thereby reducing their width,” he said. “At Sharea Faisal rainwater gets accumulated because Green Nullah has been closed; in Old City the level is below the sea and ejectors were used during colonial period but they have become dysfunctional,” he said. “Similarly, water gets accumulated at the Awan-e-Saddar Road and KDA roundabout in North Nazimabad because of similar reasons,” he added. 


“The major impediment arises in desilting of nullahs due to the growth of encroachments and thickly populated Katchi Abadis over and besides the nullahs due to which access of machinery up to the full length of the drain is not possible,” Shaikh said. 


“It is also observed that during high tide season and in full moon when the nullahs are backfilled, these Katchi Abadis turn into dangerous grounds and evacuation operations are undertaken by rescue teams to save precious lives,” he added.


He said that amongst the 42 drains, encroachments have been identified on four and people living there would be provided shelter at alternate places and given Rs 50,000 each as compensation.


These areas include encroachments on Soldier Bazar nullah that starts from Jail Chowrangi and ends at New Haji Camp; Kalri nullah that starts at Chakiwara Road, Lyari and ends at Machar Colony; Pitcher nullah that starts at Gizri Nagar (Mauripur) and ends at Wazir Mansion Road; and Nehr-e-Khayam that starts at School Road, Clifton and ends at Boat Basin. 


Shaikh said that in order to overcome the persisting problems, a proper sewerage system needs to be provided in the city and disposal of raw sewage should not be allowed in storm water drain.


Furthermore, he added, effective control should be imposed on sanitary workers to ensure that solid waste was not disposed of in open drains, besides providing community education to the people not to throw garbage in storm water drains. He said that Rs 2 billion would be spent to get the scheme materialised at Gujjar nullah alone. “The proposal has been accepted by the government in principle,” he added.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 19/11/2009)
World Toilet Day to be observed today
42 percent of city’s population without proper toilet facilities


KARACHI: Around 42 percent of the city’s total population living in 539 slums would observe World Toilet Day on Thursday without having access to a proper toilet and appropriate sanitation system. The worsening sanitation system has affected the health of these slum dwellers and the recent diarrhoeal outbreak has claimed lives of three children in the past 10 days in the city’s second biggest slum, Machhar Colony.
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In 2001, the World Toilet Organisation dubbed November 19 as ‘World Toilet Day’ to raise awareness about the importance of toilets.


To highlight the sufferings of people who do not have access to a basic sanitation system, this scribe visited Machhar Colony. During the visit, it was discovered that despite tall claims made by the government to make Pakistan Open Defecation Free (ODF) by 2013, several people in this slum are still involved in open defecation, and those who have a toilet, are without a proper drainage system to flush human waste. This situation has resulted in killing three children in the last ten days.


However, Dr Aisha Siddique of Mother and Child Heath Centre, operated by Concern for Children Trust, said, “I only have information about a four-month old, Mehwish Habibullah, and despite several attempts, I have not been able to collect names of the other two children.”


In the Pakistani society, it is considered a taboo to refer to or talk about toilets and its related services. Therefore, the issue of public toilets is ignored, and that as a result is taking its toll on the general health and hygiene of the public. The World Toilet Day is an attempt to break the silence over such taboos and curb the worsening situation.


While visiting the colony that is located just on the edges of the Arabian Sea in the backwaters of Karachi Port, this scribe also found that some of the underprivileged residents have constructed makeshift toilets. These toilets are made with pieces of cloth and some wood, dumping the waste directly into the seawater beneath them, creating an open cesspool, which provides a haven for bacteria and diseases.


Such colonies in the country could possibly be a part of the official figures of United Nations Environment Programme, which says that about 2.4 billion people globally do not have access to any latrines.


Although in 2007, the federal government of Pakistan had announced that under the Khushhal Pakistan Fund, an amount of $200 million would be used through the Rural Support Programme for ODF in different parts of the country, but it seems that these announcements were made in vain and nothing has been done so far.


If one hopes to find better conditions in the planned areas of the city, they are destined to be disappointed, as even the commercial hubs, including shopping malls, bus stops, railway stations and places like parks lack proper public toilet facilities.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 19/11/2009)

DECEMBER

3 perish as open manhole causes road mishap


KARACHI: Three youths were killed and another wounded in a road accident in the Malir area, within the limits of the Saudabad police station on Monday morning.


Police said the victims were returning from a picnic at a farmhouse when the tyre of their car landed in an open manhole, following which it hit an electricity pole and overturned near Quaid Park at the Moinabad bus stop. 


The deceased were identified as Wasif Khan, son of Nazim Khan; Rehan, son of Mohammad Sattar and Danish, son of Manzoor.

The injured victim, Kamal, and the bodies of the deceased were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre. The heirs took away the bodies without any legal formalities.


All the victims were residents of Bagh-e-Malir and A-area of Malir.


According to the initial statement of the wounded victim, the car went out of control after one of its tyres landed in an open manhole and its tyre-rod broke.


He said the car then hit an electricity pole and overturned after somersaulting several times.


The funeral prayers of the victims of the deadly accident were offered jointly in the Malir area and were attended by a large number of people. They were then laid to rest at the Airport graveyard.


Man killed in road mishap, son wounded: A middle-aged man was killed and his son sustained critical injuries when a speedy dumper hit them near 2 Minute Chowrangi, in the remit of the Bilal Colony police station. The victims were taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities where the deceased was identified as Abdul Latif and his son as Adil, 12. 


Hit-and-run vehicle kills pedestrian: A speedy hit-and-run vehicle killed a pedestrian while he was crossing the road at Numaish Chowrangi within the jurisdiction of the Brigade police station. The man’s body was taken to the Civil Hospital, Karachi from where it was shifted to the Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth for identification. 


Young man dies in accident: A young man identified as Mohammad Anwar, son of Mohammad Saeed, was killed when a vehicle hit him at Native Jetty Bridge in the remit of the Jackson police station. The body of the deceased was shifted to the CHK for legal formalities. 


Coach’s conductor killed: The conductor of a passenger coach died after falling from the roof of his coach in the Shahrah-e-Faisal area. Police said the body of the deceased was taken to the JPMC where he was identified as Adil.
More mishaps: Separately, a minor girl was killed, while her mother sustained critical injuries, after falling from the balcony of the fifth floor of a residential building in Khajhoor Market. The deceased girl and the injured woman were taken to Civil Hospital Karachi where doctors termed the condition of the injured woman critical. Quoting the woman’s husband, Mohammad Amir, the Kharadar police said his wife Fauzia jumped from the balcony with their daughter Maryam after being disheartened over a domestic fight.


In another incident, at least six people were wounded in an explosion in an under-construction house in Sikandar Goth. As per the Sachal police, the incident occurred when one of the injured, Saeed Khan, went in the house and lit a candle to see the water in the tank, but a sudden explosion occurred due to the presence of gas in the tank. Resultantly, Khan, Niaz Gul, Rehmatullah, Nawaz, Shenu and Hadhi were wounded and were taken to the hospital.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 01/12/2009)

Sewage treatment plants working at one-third capacity

The three treatment plants (TPs) of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) are working at about one-third of their designed capacity, as only 57 million gallon per day (MGD) sewerage is being treated against a total designed capacity of 151 MGD, The News has learnt.


Sources told The News that the total sewerage production in the city stands at around 450 MGD, and around 395 MGD untreated sewerage is dropped into the sea. On the other hand, natural fertilizer, which used to be processed from manure at these plants and sold to different consumers till 2005-06, is no longer being produced, sources claimed.


Sources said that TP-1 at Manghopir Road, which was established in 1959-60, had a designed capacity of 51 MGD, but it is hardly treating 22 MGD sewerage. Likewise, sources claimed, TP-2 in Mehmoodabad had a designed capacity of 46 MGD, but it was treating only 20 MGD of the sewerage. TP-2 was also established in 1959-60. The latest, TP-3 in Mauripur, which was established in 1996, had a designed capacity of 54 MGD, but it was currently treating around 15 MGD of the sewerage.


These three plants, which only address house-related sewerage, are not functioning up to the mark due to improper maintenance, sources said. TP-1 has seven pumps, and only two of them generally work, sources explained. Likewise, TP-2 has seven pumps, out of which only two usually function. There are 18 pumps at TP-3, but only a handful of those function, said sources.


Sources explained that ideally, at least four pumps should be in working condition at TP-1 and TP-2, which six pumps should be functioning at TP-3 to treat the sewerage. However, sources said, the missing parts of the machinery at the TPs is another reason why sewerage is not being treated to its designed capacity. 


Sewerage which is supposed to be treated by these plants is thus being carried through natural drains, which drop it into the sea untreated. Sources claimed that due to the below par performance of the suction pumps, the sewerage is drained out through Lyari River, Malir River, Gizri Nullah, Chakor Nullah, Gujar Nullah and to the Prichard Road Nullah in Lyari.


Since a major chunk of the sewerage is being dropped into the sea untreated, sources claimed, the 15-kilometre-long coastline has become dangerous for marine life, as untreated sewerage includes highly toxic chemicals, disposed as effluents of tanneries and other industries. “This is the reason Pakistani sea food is not preferred at all in the international community, and it is even banned by some countries,” sources said. 


Sources said that some four to five years ago, natural fertilizer was produced at the existing KWSB TPs through manure, which was later sold on to horticulture societies, nurseries and private individuals for gardening purposes. According to sources, as these plants are not functioning up to their designed capacity, natural fertilizer is not being produced these days.

A plant could produce up to 25 to 30 trucks of natural fertilizer, if the unit is working properly, sources said, explaining that these plants had the capacity to separate manure from other effluents, and dry it on ‘manure beds’ to produce natural fertilizer. 


Sources claimed that natural fertilizer worth Rs200,000 could be produced on a daily basis from all three plants, if they are properly functioning. However, only a tiny quantity of natural fertilizer is now being processed, which is too insignificant to be mentioned, sources said.


The new S-III project would address a number of issues in future, sources said, adding that it would enhance the capacities of the existing treatment plants besides establishing new treatment plants of greater capacity. A treatment plant is also planned in Korangi, where there is currently no plant, sources concluded. 

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 18/12/2009)
