JULY 

City council seeks repeal of ban on land disposal

KARACHI, July 27: Matters related to a recently placed ban on the lease of land across the province caused city council members to become embroiled in a verbal duel on Monday.


Soon after the council began its session, which was presided over by Absarul Hasan, leader of the house Asif Siddiqui on a point of order drew the attention of the chair towards a resolution moved by treasury members Abdul Jalil and Mirza Afaq Beg regarding the restrictions on the lease of land placed by the chief minister on July 19.


Mr Siddiqui criticised the Sindh government’s decision and termed it “an intervention in the affairs of the city government.” He observed that the move would deprive the city district government of Karachi, which according to him was already facing financial restraints due to cuts in other resources, of a considerable amount of revenue. He urged the government to review and withdraw its decision in the larger interest of Karachi.


Besides, he said, “We must shun the impression that the local body system is not being allowed to function freely in a democratic dispensation, though it made a smooth sailing during dictatorial regimes.”


Supporting the contention of Mr Siddiqui, Arshad Qureshi also condemned the ban imposed on the issuance of lease documents across the province.


He also warned that a conspiracy was being hatched to undo not only the city government as well as the whole democratic steps. He urged the provincial government to desist from such steps which would only serve the interests of “conspiratorial elements who wanted to roll back the present setup.”


The treasury leaders’ remarks in favour of the local body system created uproar in the house. The situation was, however, controlled by a senior presiding officer, Masood Mehmood. He then allowed Begum Shamim Waseih of the opposition to make her submissions.


Ms Waseih said that it was not true to state that the democratically elected provincial government was against the local body system; rather it was part of the ruling party’s manifesto.


Regarding the issue of lease, she said the ban was of a temporary nature and it was taken to curb illegal activities of the land mafia. She said it was ironical that those making hue and cry over the issues of land grabbers and Talibanisation were opposing the ban.


Maintaining that the mandate of elected governments at all levels must be respected, the opposition leader criticised the treasury members for adopting ‘double standards’ in this regard. She said that they insisted on a majority rule in the council but refused to accept the majority mandate of the Sindh government at the same time.


Immediately after the arguments advanced by opposition members to defend the provincial government’s decision, the presiding officer of the city council put the resolution for the withdrawal of the ban to a vote. 


The resolution was adopted by a majority vote amid strong protests by several opposition members.


The resolution expressed its concern over the imposition of a ban on lease and “termed it an intervention in local bodes affairs. It urged the provincial chief minister to withdraw its decision immediately to save the city district government being already hard pressed from financial difficulties and thereby to enable it to increase its revenue and provide a basic residential facility to the citizens.”


Ban on pillion-riding

Thereafter, the house took up another resolution. The resolution regarding a ban on pillion-riding on motorcycles was moved by treasury members Sulam Mujahid Baloch and Mohammad Khursheed Iqbal.


The resolution was unanimously adopted after a debate, requesting the Sindh government to lift the ban on pillion-riding on motorcycles to provide relief to the general public.


Later, treasury members S. Moheen and Arshad Iqbal moved a resolution, which the house passed with a unanimous vote, allowing a correction in a private leased plot (No 15/A-3) situated in the C-One Area of Liaquatabad.


Earlier, when the house resumed its session, several members drew the attention of the chair to their respective union councils. Ziauddin, Ramzan Awan, Saifuddin advocate, Naseem Khan, Ibrahim Mughal, Abdul Jalil, Imran Khan, Shahjehan Baloch and Abdul Ghani Gabol took part in the debate on the union council matters.

The session was adjourned till July 29.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-13, 28/07/2009)

City Nazim challenges CM’s ban on land disposal

City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has challenged the Sindh chief minister’s power to impose a ban on the disposal of the local government’s properties and the restriction on disposing of their land through auction, lease, or any other means.


Filing a petition in the Sindh High Court (SHC), Kamal and five town nazims from Karachi submitted that under Article 32 of the Constitution, the State was under obligation to encourage local government (LG) institutions comprising elected representative, while Article 37 (i) provides for the decentralisation of the government.

They said that it was in line with the egalitarian expectations underscored in Article 37 (i) that Article 140-A was promulgated in the Constitution back in 2002, through which each province was mandated by the law to establish an LG system and devolve political, administrative, and financial responsibility onto elected LG representatives. 


They added that these legislations had become a basic structure of the Constitution which could not be amended or taken back.


The nazims slated the Sindh LG and Revenue Department letters of July 19 and 20, in which Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah restrained all district governments, towns, and Talukas from the disposal of any type of land, including residential, commercial, plots and shops within their territorial jurisdiction, through lease, auction, or any other means.


The petitioners submitted that the CM’s instructions were void and of no legal effect as the CM had no power to issue the impugned directions. 


The entire LG system had been brought to complete halt due to the CM’s directives, they said.


The directives were tantamount to interference in the affairs of the local government and after the promulgation of Article 140-A of the Constitution the process of devaluation through the 2001 Ordinance was irreversible and this was also in line with Articles 32 and 37 (i) of the Constitution. They submitted that any action to reverse the decentralisation of powers and functions of the City District Government, including the impugned letters, directions, order or action,are void.


It was submitted that Articles 32, 37 (i) and 140-A constitute the basic structure of the Constitution and could not be amended. The Local Government Ordinance of 2 could not be amended by any assembly so as to reverse or take one or many steps back the process of devolution. They also added that the impugned actions were opposed to the fundamental rights and Article 2-A of the Constitution as also the enforcement of the Sharia Act, 1991.


They requested the court to declare that the impugned directions of Chief Minister communicated through letters on July 19 and 20, imposing a ban on disposal of land of local governments in the province was illegal and without jurisdiction and in meantime the same operation be suspended restraining the respondents from taking any adverse action against the petitioners.


The petition, that was filed by the former Advocate-General Farogh A. Naseem, is likely to be taken up on Wednesday.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-13, 29/07/2009)
AUGUST

Living next door to a garbage dump...

The garbage transfer station (GTS) of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town in Block-10 near Aziz Bhatti Park has been posing serious health and environmental hazards for dwellers of the vicinity, even forcing many residents even to migrate from the area to escape the stench generated from the GTS, The News has learnt.


The garbage transfer station, which is situated on main Rashid Minhas Road behind Aziz Bhatti Park and adjacent to Sindbad Amusement Park, was established in 2006 on a temporary basis, but ever since, hundreds of tons of garbage have been dumped at the site.


Citizens have been troubled by the GTS for long now. Rashid, a businessman told The News: “I used to live in Wonder Tower, an apartment building some 600 yards away from the GTS. But the stench from the garbage used to be so intense that I was compelled to find a residence in another locality.”


Similar is the tale of Ali Imran, a shop-owner in Noman Plaza – a building situated near the dumping site. “I am planning to move my general store to another place, as spending 12-14 hours a day in a place that stinks round the clock is next to impossible,” he said.


On the contrary, authorities including the Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town administration do not perceive any problem with the presence of such a large garbage dump in the heart of a residential area and believe it does not create any problem.


Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Municipal Officer (TMO) Shafiqur Rahman told The News: “Garbage transfer stations are established everywhere in the world where domestic waste is generated and than moved to landfill sites. Unfortunately, our landfill site is far from the city, and we don’t have any option but to dump the garbage at a temporary transfer station and then move it to permanent dumping site.” 


When asked if they had ever thought of shifting this waste transfer station somewhere else, the official said that so far the administration had no such plan. “All we can do is to take more care in dumping and transfer of garbage from the station. Otherwise, there is no problem in the area” the TMO claimed.


A resident of nearby Noman Plaza, Azeem, however told The News: “Not only is the garbage generated from Gulshan-e-Iqbal dumped there, but that from other nearby towns including Shah Faisal and Malir Towns is also dumped at this site. This practice is unjust and cruelty against local residents.” 


According to him, his residence is some 600 yards away from the garbage dump yard but he can still not sleep well, even by closing all windows and doors of his apartment due to the stench that engulfs the areas 24 hours a day. “And when it rains, the problem of the unpleasant odor intensifies manifolds, as decomposition process in the litter stored in the garbage station makes living nearby a living hell” he added.

Osama, a dweller of Park View Apartment located just adjacent to garbage transfer center, said that the road where the garbage dump is located becomes inaccessible at times, especially when waste is dumped and lifted from the spot. “As far as living besides a dumping site is concerned, it is like living in a dump yard itself. The foul smell and stink remains always there and only God knows what it has done with our lungs and bodies so far” he feared.


Nasarul Islam Usmani, an environmentalist, who has visited the area many times and brought it to the notice of concerned authorities, told The News that the presence of such a huge amount of garbage has terrible impacts. “I’m sure that the air quality as well as drinking water in the area would be highly hazardous for human health. 

It is definitely a health and environmental threat,” he maintained. Usmani hoped that Environmental Protection Agency would look into this matter soon.


Dr Irfan Elahi, who runs a clinic in the locality, said that he was aware of the hazardous effects of the storage and dumping of hundreds of tons of garbage in a residential area as it is an excellent breeding ground for highly lethal bacteria and viruses.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 26/08/2009)
DECEMBER

Sindh govt working on release of funds to CDGK

Rs400 million garbage transfer station on the cards

The Sindh government is working on a plan to provide funding up to the tune of Rs400 million to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to establish a Garbage Transfer Station (GTS) at Mewashah in the Site Town, The News has learnt.


A request regarding the provision of funds was forwarded to the provincial government by the CDGK about a month ago and the former, it seems, has agreed to provide financial support for the project.


The proposed site spans over 35 acres of land, which was lying abandoned for the last many years, and a year ago, the CDGK marked it for the establishment of the GTS.


Executive District Officer (EDO) Municipal Services, Masood Alam, informed The News that the proposed site of the GTS had been in use for the burial of remains of sacrificial animals for the last couple of years.

He said that the city government first identified the place for the above mentioned purpose in 1990s. 

He said that the station would provide three basic facilities after its establishment including collection of garbage, sorting of garbage and then transportation of non-recyclable material to two landfill sites for dumping.


One landfill site is situated in Jam Chakro, Surjani Town and the other one is situated at Gondpass near Hub River Road.


Alam said that at the proposed GTS, recyclable material such as plastic would be sorted easily and non-recyclable material would be containerized for the transportation of the same to the landfill sites.

He said that the establishment of the station would help reduce the quantity of garbage which was otherwise dumped without any usage at the landfill sites.

He said that it would also help to improve the quality of transportation of garbage.


The identified place of the station is adjacent to the treatment plant of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board at Mewasha.


According to Alam, the CDGK needed a total of eight such stations and it has identified seven more places for the same.

He said that one such station each would be established in Ashrafi Goth, Landhi; in Gulshan-e-Iqbal near Aziz Bhatti Park; in Yasinabad, Gulberg Town; in Oragni 11; Razaqabad, Malir; in North Nazimabad and in New Karachi. 

He said that the CDGK needed approximately Rs3.2 billon for the establishment of all such garbage transfer stations. 

He said that the city government could not materialise such projects through its own resources and it definitely needs the support of the provincial government to help it carry out such projects.


Alam said that although the CDGK had taken the initiative on the project years ago, it left the project after signing an agreement with a Chinese firm regarding solid waste management. 


He said that it seemed now that the Chinese firm was a bit shaky about materialisation of the project under the prevalent circumstances. “So, it was necessary for the city government to rethink the possibility of establishment a garbage transfer station,” he said. 

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 03/12/2009)
Garbage disposal at landfill sites has dropped by 50pc: CDGK

Dumping of garbage and municipal waste at the two official landfill sites had decreased by 50 percent, as many garbage collectors were disposing of refuse at unauthorised places in the city. This prompted City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to impose a ban on garbage dumping at places other than the identified places, Municipal Service Masood Alam Executive District Officer (EDO) informed The News.

Alam said that that dumping garbage on unauthorised places had become a major issue for the last six months, and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) had no option but to control it through imposition of the section 144.

The EDO said that on any given day, between 8,500 and 9,000 tonnes garbage should be dumped at the landfill sites. However, he said, over the past six months, his department had observed that the quantity of garbage being dumped at the two official landfill sites, one at Jam Chakro (Surjani Town) and the other at Gond Pass (near Hub River Road), had decreased substantially. 


“I started a probe in this context and investigations revealed that major chunk of this missing garbage was being illegally dumped at Malir River,” he said. “For the last six or seven months, this illegal practice had been causing serious health hazards to residents of Manzoor Colony and adjacent areas, as when the garbage was burnt, the smog and stench would go towards Manzoor Colony and adjoining areas due to the wind pressure,” he said. 


Alam said that some of the drivers of garbage-collection trucks, who belonged to different government departments, were involved in dropping garbage into the Malir River. He said that it was easy for these people to drop the garbage into a nearby place instead of driving all the way to the official landfill sites. 


He said that the city government had received complaints that garbage was also being dumped into storm water drains and at other unauthorised places in the city. 


The EDO hoped that the ban on garbage dumping at unauthorised places would bring about positive affects with immediate effect. “Before the imposition of the ban, we blocked the passage which was being used to take the garbage for dumping to Malir River, and in fact, also managed to get good results during the Eid days. However, the drivers of those vehicles started dropping garbage on the roads,” he said.


Alam said they caught several drivers on the occasion of Eid-ul-Azha who were involved in this practice, but added that the CDGK was not in a position to deploy force to discourage this practice. Hence, the imposition of section 144 would help the city government to resolve the issue.


The EDO argued that the CDGK is an ordering authority, and the police were responsible for implementing the ban in its true sprit. He maintained that dropping anything that comes under the definition of “garbage” is banned, but hoped that the imposition of the ban would not be exploited for “vested interests”. 


“After the police catch some cases in this context, the practice of dumping of garbage at illegal sites would be discouraged,” he said.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 05/12/2009)
Dumping, burning of garbage along Malir causeway banned

Finally taking action against the open burning of garbage along Malir River and causeway that connects the Korangi Industrial Area to Baloch Colony, the Sindh Environment and Alternative Energy Department on Tuesday directed the Korangi and Jamshed Towns to immediately stop the illegal practice.


The practice of dumping and burning of garbage along the Korangi Causeway on the Malir River bank was reported by The News on several occasions in early 2008 and even the Sindh Environment Department officials were approached to ascertain their position on the practice but nothing was done for over a year-and-a-half.


Some chest physicians and environmentalists who noticed the practice of garbage burning and the impact of the resulting air pollution on people in nearby colonies had warned that highly toxic compounds were being spread in the air through smoke emitted from burning garbage.


They also noticed an increase in lungs and respiratory tract complications, irritation of eyes and breathing problems in many people who lived in colonies across the causeway as smoke engulfed the houses near the site of garbage dumping and burning.


Both the Korangi and Jamshed Towns have been dumping and burning garbage, weighing hundreds of tons near the causeway on the Malir river bank for years but interestingly, the Sindh Environment and Alternate Energy Department noticed the illegal practice today.


On the other hand, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has already imposed a ban for seven days under Section 144 on dumping of garbage inside city limits, after it noticed that 50 percent of trash produced in Karachi was being dumped inside the city instead of being transported to landfill sites.


The Sindh Environment and Alternate Energy Minister, Shaikh Muhammad Afzal, on Tuesday summoned the representatives of both the towns to his office and asked them to stop open dumping and burning of solid waste in the Malir River.


During the meeting, the minister reminded the representatives of both the towns that open burning of garbage in a populated area was causing air pollution and leading to respiratory diseases among residents of the area.


If this practice is not stopped then legal action would be initiated against persons and institutions, found responsible for the offence, he warned.


Shaikh Afzal further warned that open burning of garbage will not be allowed anywhere in the city and waste must be transported to designated landfill sites.


The minister also reminded town representatives that the CDGK had already promulgated Section 144 around the causeway to ward off open burning of garbage and asked the Korangi Town to install barriers on each entrance of the causeway to restrict the movement of heavy traffic and to prevent dumpers from unloading waste near the site.


Town Officer, Jamshed Town, Shahid Ahmed, told the minister that garbage was not being dumped by their town since Eid-ul-Azha.


Only a makeshift offal-dumping site was at the area from where all the offal was being carried to designated places and the area was completely cleansed, he said. 


He further clarified that the town only dumped its garbage at the site while its burning took place at the hands of scavengers, who lived nearby and set the litter on fire after collecting recyclable junk.


The Director-General, Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), Naeem Ahmed Mughal and Project Director, Vehicular Emission Control Programme, Shahid Farhad, were also present at the meeting.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 09/12/2009)
