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PM approves hike in petrol, diesel prices

ISLAMABAD, June 30: Petrol pumps in different parts of the country stopped sale on Tuesday after the government announced an increase in prices with effect from Wednesday. 


The unexpected closure left motorists and transporters without fuel in several cities and towns and people were seen dragging motorbikes and pushing cars. 


And the small number of pumps which remained open struggled to cope with long queues of vehicles as people tried to fill the tank at the old price. 


The government raised the prices of petroleum products after Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani approved a summary sent to him by the ministry of petroleum. 


According to an official announcement, price of petrol has been increased by Rs5.92 to Rs62.13 per litre, that of HOBC by Rs8.50 to Rs78.78, light diesel by Rs6.94 to Rs54.94 and of kerosene by Rs7.48 to Rs59.35. 


The oil marketing companies jacked up high speed diesel (HSD) price by Rs6.94 to Rs62.65 per litre. Since the HSD is a deregulated product, the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority does not determine its price. 


Prices of aviation fuels have also been increased. The new rates are: JP-1 Rs45.82 per litre, JP-4 Rs46.06 and JP-8 Rs48.54. 


Adviser to the PM on Petroleum Dr Asim Hussain told Dawn the prices of petroleum products were raised because of a substantial increase in international crude prices over the past month. 


He said the petroleum development levy had been replaced by a carbon surcharge to introduce transparency in the oil pricing mechanism. 


The carbon surcharge will be levied at the rate of Rs10 per litre on petrol, Rs6 on kerosene, Rs3 on light diesel oil, Rs14 on HOBC and Rs8 on HSD.

(By Kalbe Ali, Dawn-1, 01/07/2009)
POL prices and people’s miseries go up

ISLAMABAD: The government has increased the prices of petrol, diesel and kerosene by huge margins, according to a notification issued here on Tuesday.


Petrol (Motor Spirit) price has been jacked up by Rs 5.92 per litre, HOBC Rs 8.50 per litre, kerosene oil Rs 7.48 per litre, Light Diesel Oil Rs 6.94 and High Speed Diesel by Rs 6.94 per litre.


However, the government has reduced the gas price by two per cent for the first six slabs of domestic consumers and 4.46 per cent for industrial consumers, independent power producers (IPPs) and captive powerhouses. The CNG price remains unchanged.


The agriculture input cost will go up as the government has increased the gas price by 6.1 per cent for the Pak-Arab fertilizers and the Dawood Hercules fertilizers and 7.63 per cent for the Fauji fertilizers and the Engro chemicals. The gas price has been, however, reduced by 4.46 per cent in direct sales from Kandhkot, Sara Suri, and Guddu to the Wapda.


In percentage terms, the increases in POL prices range between 10.5 per cent and 14.5 per cent. Secretary Finance Salman Siddique told The News that the end consumers would now bear the full impact of the upward fluctuation of 15 to 22 per cent in international prices registered during May 29 and the last week of June.


He said that the decision to pass the full impact of upward and downward fluctuation in international POL prices on to the end consumers had basically been taken under the government’s own policy statement that it had issued on October 2008. He, however, conceded that this had also been the demand of the donor agencies and the IMF. But he dispelled the impression that the decision had been taken under pressure of the IFIs.


He admitted that when the POL prices get increased, the people face the heat of inflation, but when the prices go down, the required relief is not passed on to them. After the enforcement of new prices, per litre petrol price, including all costs, would be Rs 43.56 and the government taxes applicable on it would be Rs 18.57 per litre, which is 43 per cent of the petrol price.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 01/07/2009)
Delays push KCR project cost up to $1.58 bn

As the Karachi Urban Transport Company gears up efforts to devise the resettlement action plan of the ambitious Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) project, modification and inordinate delay have raised the project cost to $1.58 billion, The News has reliably learnt. 


“This drastic rise in the project cost is due to upgradation and time overrun to avoid cost overrunning in the end”, explains the source in the Railways. “We may end up saving some money in the end but we can’t afford running after capital.” 

One of the important modifications has been added to the existing plan of reviving KCR is the elevation of the KCR tracks measuring about 20 to 22 kilometres to avoid trespassing. This split segments of elevated route will also see 11 stations being elevated. 


“We have been witnessing deaths due to this very trespassing over the unfenced railway tracks every year”, said the official. “Virtually abandoned KCR tracks have invited variety of encroachments. Even slums have sprung up along the tracks making the route highly dangerous for plying of the trains”. 


According to the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), which has been constantly updating the blueprint of KCR revival, there are about 85 sites on the proposed KCR loop, where trespassing has become routine. This forced the planners to come up with an innovative solution of elevating 11 stations. 


Authorities are trying to devise limited access to the stations on the KCR, thinking of allowing commuters to board trains only if they have the smart card or e-tickets. They have plans to fence the tracks forming the KCR loop in a bid to avoid accidents besides ensuring fast and smooth service. 


The KUTC has plans to connect the airport to the KCR loop by laying out six kilometres of underground tracks very much along the pattern of the Delhi Metro. “We are also working on the interval between two trains called as headway to attract commuters”, an official said. “Headway in Delhi is six minutes”. 


Another important feature of the revival of the KCR is the redesigning the 3.5-milometre track on the KCR loop, where the Karachi Urban Transport Company (KUTC) will create a tunnel, covering three stations between Gulistan-e-Jauhar to Gulshan-e-Iqbal. This is recommended keeping in view of the topography of the area, which is rocky. 


Besides such remarkable changes in the project design, the KUTC officials also cited domestic and international recession responsible for the rise in project’s total cost, which was earlier estimated to be around $872 million. 


According to the proponents of the project, the KCR is being revived through a development loan from Japan Bank of International Cooperation (JBIC) at a highly subsidized rate of 0.2 per cent mark-up. The loan is payable within 40 years, with an initial 10-year grace period.


Since the KCR project is JBIC-funded project, the KUTC is bound to follow the Japanese and World Bank’s guidelines for resettlements. A socio-economic survey pertinent to Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) has also been sought to collect demographic conditions of the project area.


Sources at the KUTC said a JICA team is scheduled to visit Pakistan in July to meet KUTC and other top railway and finance ministry’s officials in this regard. 


The KCR went off the tracks in 1997 due to heavy losses incurred by the Pakistan Railways. Amidst chaotic and often subhuman bus services, people preferred owning their own means of transport. It led the vehicular traffic swelling manifold causing severe hardships to commuters, left at the mercy of private sector buses. 


Now the KUTC has been entrusted with resurrecting the KCR along the 55-kilometre tracks as a viable travel mode within the city, where travel time on bus has shot up nearly 45 per cent in a year.

(By Asadullah, The News-13, 02/07/2009)
CDGK to construct six more flyovers on Sharea Faisal

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) will construct more than six flyovers and u-turns at Sharea Faisal to make the city’s busiest artery a signal-free road from the Quaid-e-Azam International Airport to the Jinnah Bridge at PIDC.


The proposed fourth signal-free corridor (SFC) of the city will cost Rs2.9billion. The amount has been allocated in the next budget. 


Meanwhile, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has directed the Works & Services Executive District Officer (EDO) to start work on the preliminary formalities without delay so that this project can begin as soon as possible.


According to the plan, a right-turn flyover will be constructed near the FTC Flyover, for traffic from the Airport to Saddar, while a two-lane flyover will be constructed from Lucky Star to Jinnah Hospital to reduce traffic volume at the signal.


Two twin-lane flyovers would also be constructed at the Metropole Hotel, Hotel Mehran and PIDC Roundabout to facilitate traffic moving from Metropole Hotel towards Saddar Cantt, from Clifton to the Saddar area, and from Saddar to PIDC.

(The News-20, 02/07/2009)
The POL taxes people pay

ISLAMABAD: Petroleum (POL) products’ consumers will bear taxes ranging from Rs 36.64/litre to Rs 40.67/litre from July 1, as the newly introduced carbon surcharge comes into affect.


According to an Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) notification, premier motor gasoline at retail outlets will cost Rs 62.13/litre – Rs 36.59/litre actual price and Rs 25.54/litre in taxes, commission and margins. This comprises Rs 10 carbon surcharge, Rs 3.37 inland freight margin, Rs 2 dealers’ commission, Rs 1.6 oil marketing companies’ commission and Rs 8.57 general sales tax.


The selling rate of high octane blending component (HOBC) through retail outlets is Rs 78.78 – Rs 40.67/litre actual price and Rs 38.11/litre in taxes, commission and margins. The Rs 38.11/litre price comprises Rs 14/litre carbon surcharge, Rs 8.79 inland freight margin, Rs 2.47 dealers’ commission, Rs 1.98 oil marketing companies’ commission and Rs 10.87 general sales tax. 


Kerosene Oil, meanwhile, would cost Rs 59.55/litre – Rs 36.34/litre actual price and Rs 23.01/litre in taxes and commissions. The Rs 23.01/litre includes Rs 6/litre carbon surcharge. The new Light Diesel Oil rate is Rs 54.94/litre, with a carbon surcharge of Rs 3.

(By Sajid Chaudhry, DailyTimes-A1, 02/07/2009)

Opposition leaders slam carbon surcharge

KARACHI, July 2: Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Jam Madad Ali has criticised the government for the imposition of a carbon surcharge on petroleum products from Wednesday, saying that it will cause a hike in the prices of all commodities. 


With the imposition of a carbon surcharge, the price of petrol will increase by Rs5.92 a litre, high and light diesel by Rs6.94 and kerosene by Rs7.48 a litre. 


Mr Ali, who is also parliamentary party leader of the Pakistan Muslim League-Functional in the assembly, said that the increase in petroleum prices would add to the financial burden being put on people with the withdrawal of over 17 per cent subsidy on power tariff in accordance with the government’s commitment with the International Monetary Fund. 


He described it as the “first gift” of the PPP’s government during this financial year, adding that the move was enough to indicate what trouble lay ahead for people. 


He said that the sharp increase in the POL prices would fuel inflation, adding to the miseries of the common man and the salaried people. 


Prof Ghafoor Ahmad, deputy chief of the Jamaat-i-Islami, said the government’s decision was against the people of the country. However, he added, “what else did the people expect from the government of President Zardari, which had failed to deliver on every account”. 


He said that the budget had lost its importance, as taxes and increase in prices of commodities continued round the year. 


While people had started committing suicide due to poverty and hunger, the rulers continued to live a luxurious life instead of cutting their expenditures, he said. 


Abdul Razzaq Rahimoo, the parliamentary party leader of the PML-Q in the assembly, condemned the increase in petroleum prices. 


He said that people had pinned hopes on the democratic government for due relief and facilities, but the recent government moves had forced people to think that “dictatorship was better than democracy”. 


He said that an increase in the petrol prices was another major setback for people who were already facing a power crisis and terrorism.

(Dawn-15, 03/07/2009)

Sharea Faisal: green but dangerous

Sharea Faisal, the city’s main artery stretching from Karachi Airport to defunct Hotel Metropole, has been turned green due to massive plantation of wonder tree Conocarpus by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). However, the road is equally dangerous for pedestrians who simply can’t cross the road due to fast traffic flow.


Conocorpus is ever-green, beautiful and has a thick foliage. It is hardy and needs little water, which it draws from the soil. Hence its plantation on Sharea Faisal is understandable. One also finds other evergreen trees on the road, such as Lignum and Ashoka. The road is punctuated by Neem and date palm trees. Then we find creepers at Naval Officers Residential Colony (NORE) that makes one nostalgic because one doesn’t find them in the city anymore.


“I think it’s a wise decision on the part of city government to plant Conocarpus on Sharae Faisal as elsewhere in the city,” said ex-secretary of Sindh Wildlife and Forest Department, Shamsul Haq Memon. “They have planted a species that is slow growing and won’t affect electric wires,” he said. He also rejected the notion that the pollen of Conocarpus would pave the way for allergy. “No scientific study has been conducted so far that proves that pollen of Conocarpus is allergic,” he said.


What is worrisome about Sharea Faisal, however, is that it lacks appropriate pedestrian crossings. “It’s really suicidal to cross the road. Karachi is being transformed into a ‘fast car city’ although it should be made into a pedestrian- and commuter-friendly city,” noted architect and town planner Arif Hasan. 


“Research about the requirements of pedestrians and commuters should become a part of road and transport projects,” he said.


The research should include details about footpaths, zebra crossings, right height of footpaths, comfortable bus stops at accessible places and an understanding that pedestrian bridges are not an alternative to zebra crossings. Then the decision should be made about the speed limit of cars and the possibility of pedestrians moving across the city from one place to another without fear of being overrun, Hasan said.

“The vision to convert Karachi into fast car city has also destroyed localised commerce,” Hasan said. He predicted that after 10 to 15 years, traffic would pile up so much that the government would have no choice but to install traffic signals again.


One wonders why city administration is adamant to make a road dangerous that has such a historical significance.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-19, 03/07/2009)
LPG price increased by over Rs8 a kilo

KARACHI: LPG producers and marketing companies have increased the price of liquified petroleum gas (LPG) by a record over Rs8 to Rs70 per kilogram with the increase in Saudi Aramco Contract Price (CP).


According to All Pakistan LPG Distributors Association Chairman Hadi Khan on Friday, the price of 11.8kg-cylinder has been increased by Rs105 to Rs725 and 45.4kg cylinder is up by Rs418 to Rs2,789 with immediate effect as producers have increased per ton price by Rs9,890.


Saudi Aramco CP for LPG has been increased by $91 to $528 per metric ton, following the rise in crude price.


Khan pointed out that this is the highest increase in just one go in the history of Pakistan.


He claimed that the producers and marketing companies have challenged the writ of the government as Saudi Aramco Contract Price is not applicable in Pakistan and LPG prices are no more linked with it.


He said the cost of locally-produced LPG is about Rs10,000 per metric ton.


He said local production has declined from 1,600 metric ton in November 2008 to nearly 1,100 MT in 2009. However, he said a sufficient import of 41,740 MT of LPG has created a surplus stock in the country. Khan said he had urged the government to ensure that LPG producers and marketing companies do not increase local prices by linking it with Saudi Aramco CP. —APP


Our correspondent adds from Lahore: 

Owing to the 22 per cent increase in local LPG producer prices, LPG marketing companies Lub Gas and Mehran LPG have increased their nationwide ex-plant prices by Rs105 per 11.8kg cylinder with effect from Friday.


According to a joint statement from the companies, the price increase was necessitated by the increase on Wednesday in diesel prices, and the increase notified on Friday in local LPG producer prices.


“The 22pc increase in local LPG producer prices is on account of the increase in the Saudi Aramco Contract Price, which was $431 per ton in June and has been notified at $524 per ton for July,” said the spokesman for both companies. “The new diesel price increased our transportation costs by Rs4 per 11.8kg cylinder, and the overall increase in costs borne by LPG marketing companies stands at Rs110 per 11.8kg cylinder.”


The spokesman said LPG marketing companies had no choice but to pass on the cost increases. The new price per 11.8kg cylinder for Lub Gas and Mehran LPG distributors is now Rs725 in Punjab instead of Rs620; Rs740 in NWFP, Northern Areas and Azad Kashmir instead of Rs635; Rs735 in Dakhni instead of Rs630; and Rs705 in Sindh instead of Rs600.

(The News-15, 04/07/2009)
Three arrested for selling fake driving licences

Three fake driving licence sellers were arrested by security officials at the Clifton Driving Licence (DL) branch on Monday after a licence hopeful reported the scam. SSP driving licence branch M Malik said that an agent was caught handing over the licence to a customer. 


The agent, Khurram Shehzad Chaudhary, was caught trying to sell the fake licence to a customer for a sum of Rs5000. The recovered licence, it was learnt, had been made in a printing press not engaged by the DL branch. 


The recovered driving licence card carried a serial number CLA– 1426087. SSP Malik said that the current series by which licences were being issued at the DL branch was CLA 13000 series. SSP Malik said that on appearance, the photograph on the fake licence had a different printing quality to the regular printing of the original driving licence. He revealed that one, Fawaz Ahmed, had turned up to the DL branch but was in a hurry. He then sought the help of an agent who said that the licence would be ready the next day, however, it would cost a sum of Rs5,000. Ahmed paid the agent an advance of Rs500 and was to pick up his licence the next day at 12 noon.


During this time period, Ahmed found out that for an authentic licence one need to be physically present at the branch to have the official photograph taken to further the licence process. He then contacted the officials at the DL branch, and SSP Malik took the matter and the next day they sent Ahmed to catch the agent. When the licence was being handed over to the agent, he was apprehended and brought in for questioning.


During questioning it was revealed that another agent by the alias Tikka and his brother, situated in a lane before the driving license branch brokered the printing of fake licences. A team then raided the house of Tikka, who was not present on the premises. However Tikka’s father, Hameed was arrested. Another person, Rashid, was apprehended from a cigarette kiosk at the entrance of that lane. Meanwhile, Fawaz Ahmed, who was also apprehended along with Khurram Shehzad has been made the witness to the case.

Those arrested have been booked for creation of fake documents and then selling them. They have been handed over to the Clifton police. An investigation team has been constituted by the SSP South, Clifton, to investigate and arrest the accomplices of the accused. 

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-14, 07/07/2009)
Wall dispute triggers violence at Kati Pahari

Violence was reported at Kati Pahari on Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan on Tuesday afternoon owing to the construction of a safety wall on one side of the Kati Pahari interchange. Despite warning by the SP North Nazimabad Town regarding the eruption of clashes, the town administration and other departments concerned went ahead with their plan to construct the wall that finally stirred violence.


It may be noted here that several meetings were going on between the law enforcers, town Nazims and other concerned quarters for the past several weeks, however, the National Highway Authority and City District Government of Karachi decided to construct a wall on one side of the interchange that led to the closure of four lanes entering into the Shahrah-e-Noor Jehan.


Interestingly, no wall is being constructed on the other side of the North Nazimabad and Orangi Town interchange due to which anger prevailed among certain segment of the area residents. The affected area residents had earlier threatened to block the construction of the wall on their side of the area.


On Tuesday afternoon, the North Nazimabad Town administration along with the departments concerned came there with heavy machinery and started the construction of the six feet wall. In the meanwhile a number of area people appeared there and started pelting stones to resist this move.


A heavy contingent of police rushed the spot and tried to disperse the mob, but the angry people demanded of the authorities to stop the construction, saying, “It is illegal”. In the meantime, some armed men took position on the roof top of a building near the Kati-Pahari and offered tough resistance to the police from entering there.


Later, on the direction of senior officers the police took position on the roof of a petrol pump in order to keep vigil on these elements. However, some 150 to 200 youngsters belonging to certain political group came at the interchange on motorcycles, as the police had parked heavy vehicles on the road to stop the mob reaching there. It took hours of negotiation between the angry people and the authorities to pacify the situation.


However, tension prevailed in the area till the filing of this report. Sources said that the administration has not taken back the decision of constructing the wall and they were likely to resume the work on Wednesday morning.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 08/07/2009)
33pc rise in road accident deaths in 2008

There was a 33 per cent increase in fatalities in 2008 from 2007, with 90 per cent of motorcycle riders involved in road traffic accidents (RTAs) not wearing helmets. 74 per cent of those motorcyclists died of head injuries, said Dr Rashid Jooma,Director General (DG) Health, and chief of the Road Traffic Injury Research Project (RTIRP) while addressing the Second National Road Safety Conference held at the Aga Khan University Auditorium on Tuesday.


The conference was organised by the National Road Safety Forum of Pakistan in collaboration with Aga Khan University, Sindh Education Foundation, and the Road Traffic Injury Research Centre (Ministry of Health), Indus Motors and Shell Pakistan. This was the second edition of this conference, the last one taking place in 2007.


Jooma said that the project has been compiling data regarding road traffic injury and auditing road safety of Karachi for the past three years. He revealed that contrary to official figures, which put injuries and fatalities during 2008 at 1,004, and 1,049 respectively, data compiled by the RTIRP during 2008 revealed 32,497 injuries and fatalities, of which 1,185 were incurred during 27,000 crashes. Motorcyclists and pillion riders accounted for 65 per cent of road accidents.


Federal Minister for Communication Dr Arbab Alamgir Khan said that Pakistan has the highest incidence of road accidents in the region, with motorcyclists most prone to accidents.


Aftab Ahmed Pathan of the Motorway Police said that the major difference between the Motorway Police and provincial police was that there was proper funding for the department regarding salaries and equipment, along with strict enforcement of the eight-hour shift for officers. In turn there is 80 per cent implementation of law. He added that centralisation of motor vehicle registration database is needed to curb cross country crime.


Asad Jahangir, former IG of Sindh and currently a consultant at RTIRP, called for a stricter enforcement of helmet laws and employing the Motorway model in the province and reduce the license age so that younger drivers be aware and be accountable by the law for their actions.


The key note speakers highlighted the importance of road safety and wearing helmets. They said that in 2008, the lives of 331 riders could have been saved had they been wearing helmets. They also called for an improvement in the enforcement of existing traffic laws, improvement of road infrastructure and the improvement of attitude of the drivers, and a concerted effort on part of the public to self impose the traffic laws. For this purpose, education and awareness can play key roles.


Zaiviji Ismail, Shell Pakistan MD, said that Shell, as part of corporate social responsibility has enjoined upon its 1,300 drivers in Pakistan to abide by traffic laws and a driver can be reported to the company for not even wearing a seat belt.

Pervez Ghias, Indus Motors CEO, said that there needs to be a road safety plan complete with road safety furniture like signs and building better the quality of roads. Effective law enforcement remains a weak link in our road safety system. Better R&D will help in better equipping drivers and incorporating better technology in our road systems to help minimise the danger as our roads will get further congested in the coming years.


Following lunch, a panel discussion was held, with panellists Aftab Pahan, Sindh Education Foundation Director Aziz Kabani, chief of DL and MVI Karachi SSP Muhammad Malik, and Traffic Zone South SSP Ali Raza discussing how we as a nation have abandoned law and now complain about the ensuing chaos.


SSP Ali Raza pointed out that after the vigorous implementation of the helmet campaign, the use of helmets decreased, however the number of tickets issued had jumped to 666,173 tickets in 2008 compared to 123,095 tickets in 2007. This was, however, not enough of a deterrent as the fine was only Rs50 so its impact was minimal. 


Arif Ahmed Khan, Home Secretary, on behalf of the Home Minister was the chief guest and said that he would take a more detailed look into the implementation of the helmet law.

(The News-19, 08/07/2009)
POL prices cut on SC order


ISLAMABAD: The government reduced the prices of petroleum products on Tuesday after the Supreme Court temporarily suspended the implementation of the carbon surcharge and directed the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) earlier in the day to issue a notification. 


According to an OGRA notification issued late on Tuesday, the government has withdrawn the carbon tax and reduced POL prices that would come into effect today (Wednesday). 


According to the notification, petrol prices have been reduced by Rs 11.55 per litre to Rs 50.58 from 62.13, a reduction of 18.6 percent; HOBC prices by Rs 16.24 per litre to Rs 62.54 from 78.78, a reduction of 20 percent; kerosene oil prices by Rs 6.46 per litre to Rs 52.89 from Rs 59.35, a reduction of 11 percent; and light diesel oil prices by Rs 3.48 per litre to Rs 51.46 from Rs 54.94, a reduction of 6.33 percent. 


Earlier on Tuesday, a three-member bench – headed by Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry – said the implementation of the carbon tax would remain suspended until a final decision in the case, and then adjourned proceedings until July 9. 


PPP Senator Rukhsana Zubairi and PML-N Secretary General Iqbal Zafar Jhagra had filed separate petitions challenging the increase in petroleum prices. 


In its short order, the court said as the government had made no effort to protect the environment through carbon tax, it had no right to charge people for the facility.


The court also summoned the environment secretary at the next hearing for an explanation on whether the ministry had proposed the carbon tax.


Appearing on notice, Attorney General Latif Khosa told the court that the government had to impose the tax in order to overcome the budget deficit. 


The chief justice, however, observed that such decisions were not in accordance with good governance. 


A judicial commission had earlier presented its interim report on rising oil prices in the country and proposed a “fair and proper cut” in petroleum prices.

(By Masood Rehman and Ijaz Kakakhel, DailyTimes-A1, 08/07/2009)
‘85,000 road mishaps in city in 2.5 years’

KARACHI: More than 85,000 cases of road injuries and fatalities were recorded during the period between Sept 2006-Mar 2009, with over 32,000 cases recorded in 2008 alone.


As many as 80 percent of motorcyclists who fell victim to road mishaps suffered a head injury, while more than 50 percent of the victims of motorcycle accidents were under the age of 25.


These facts were revealed at the 2nd National Road Safety Conference held at the Aga Khan University Auditorium, here on Tuesday. The conference was organised by the Indus Motor Company and Shell Pakistan in partnership with Aga Khan University, Sindh Education Foundation and the Road Traffic Injury Research Centre (Ministry of Health).


Dr Arbab Alamgir Khan, Federal Minister Communications, was the chief guest at the event. Stakeholders from the corporate, education, health, road traffic systems and the engineering sectors also attended the conference.


The conference opened with a speech by Zaiviji Ismail, Managing Director, Shell Pakistan, who discussed global road safety initiatives, and was followed by a presentation on the importance of road safety from Mr Parvez Ghias, CEO, Indus Motor Company.


During the conference, Dr Rashid Jooma, DG Ministry of Health, unveiled the results of Road Traffic Injury Research Project (RTIRP), which was initiated by Indus Motor back in 2006 in partnership with JPMC, AKUH and NED University to collect the accurate data of road accident cases received by five major hospitals of Karachi.

Professor Dr Mir Shabbar Ali of Department of the Urban/Infrastructure Engineering, NED University Karachi, said Pakistan is third in the world in cases of two wheeler accidents. Lack of a mass transit system was increasing road accidents. Giving an example of Karachi, he said sharp curves on bridges and roads including Native Jetty Bridge, Korangi River road and many others were also resulting in motorcycle accidents. DIG National Highway and Motorway Police, Aftab Pathan, was of the opinion that unqualified drivers, unfit vehicles, bumpers, pot holes, cracks and ugly sign boards on roads, traffic rules’ violation and rainy weather and fog were also causing road accidents.


Dr Junaid Razzak, Chairman Department of Emergency Medicine, Aga Khan University, said that bikers not wearing a helmet suffer 24 percent head and neck injuries, 27 percent face injuries and two percent chest and abdomen injuries in road accidents, while those wearing a helmet suffer 12 percent head and neck injuries, 16 percent face injuries, seven percent chest injuries and two percent abdomen injuries.

(DailyTimes-B1, 08/07/2009)

Bus Rapid Transit System

Centre asked to explore financial sources

The Sindh government has asked the federal government to explore financing for the “Bus Rapid Transit System” (BRTS) for Karachi under foreign and local public-private partnership, sources privy to this development told The News on Monday.


They said that owing to fiscal constraints, a proposal has been submitted to the federal government to implement the project on a build-operate-transfer (BOT) basis. President Asif Ali Zardari approved the BRTS on the Bogot· Model for Karachi during his visit to the city on April 20. It will be initially developed in three corridors — Nagan Chowrangi to the Cantt Station; Safoora Goth to Numaish Chowrangi; Orangi to the Board Office Chowrangi.


Subsequently, five meetings were held to review the progress of the project, with the last one on June 27, where representatives of provincial and federal governments and the Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) decided to refer the matter to the federal government to seek donor assistance, including from Asian Development Bank (ADB) as it had remained associated with the project.


Sources said that the cost of the project was initially estimated at US$145 million. It included consultation charges, the bus-acquisition capacity building of the focal department (KMTC), the construction of the BRTS infrastructure and other activities for the implementation of the programme.

Sources quoted from the modified PC-I, and said that the estimated cost has now increased to US$1,558.8 million, as stated by a representative of federal government during a meeting with the provincial government and CDGK officials on June 18.


They further said that the Sindh government has realized that the city was at a “crossroads” of its transport provisions with special reference to daily trips by public transport, low motorization rates, rapid population growth and the city’s speedy vertical and horizontal expansion. These factors justified the launch of an “efficient and effective integrated transport system” for the smooth movement of people and goods within and through the city to facilitate economic development and “minimise negative externalities of the transport sector such as congestion, population, lack of safety and inaccessibility.”


Sources also spoke about the background of the project, and said that a detailed study titled “public-private partnership-based environment-friendly public transport system of Karachi” was conducted in 2006 by the KMTC. The study was funded by the federal government.


Later, the transport sector road map was prepared by Asian Development Bank (ADB) under the multi-funding facilities (MFF) programme of the “Karachi Mega City Project”. A pre-feasibility study was undertaken jointly by the ADB and the KMTC team.


The pre-feasibility study report, purportedly based on extensive field visits and surveys and close interaction between ADB consultants and KMTC team, proposed that BRTS lines 1 and 3 — Surjani Town to Quaid-e-Azam’s mausoleum (25 km), and Orangi Township to te Board Office, North Nazimabad (4 km) — be implementated in Phase-I.


Sources said that the Sindh government has decided to implement the BRTS project as a “key initiative” and has asked the KMTC to arrange consultancy services and prepare the concept and the reference design with special reference to BRTS development and implementation within two-and-a-half years.

In order to expedite the project, the Sindh government has recently written a letter to the chief executive of the federal government’s Infrastructure Project Development Facility (IPDF) to explore the financing of this project under foreign and local public-private partnership mode.


Meanwhile, experts suggest that in order to effectively use this bus project for facilitating commuters, the government has to learn other things from Bogot·.


One such thing was training and education of drivers, said Dr Noman Ahmed, the chairman of the Department of Architecture and Planning at the NED University of Engineering and Technology. He was of the opinion that there can be no improvement in the traffic system as long as the government does not provide proper training to drivers. Besides, he added, Bogot·’s mayor, who recently visited Karachi, had focused on enhancing public spaces such as footpaths, and building cycle tracks up to 25 kilometres.

He said that there would be thousands of people specially youths who would be willing to ride bicycles, which happens to be the most environment-friendly mode of transportation. He recalled that it was not too long ago when students used to come to universities on bicycles and if the government provides designated cycle tracks, they might use it again. Dr Ahmed feared that the increasing cost of the bus project might make it unfeasible if the government does not get soft loans.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 09/07/2009)
Multi-storey parking plaza inaugurated

KARACHI, July 9: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan on Thursday inaugurated the first multi-storey car parking plaza built by the city government in the Lines Area. The plaza has parking space for 700 cars and 400 motorcycles at a time. Shops and offices are also constructed in the building.


Speaking at a ceremony attended by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and hundreds of officials of the city government, Dr Ibad congratulated the Karachiites over the much-needed facility for drivers in the congested Saddar area and in the surroundings of the Empress Market.

He appreciated the efforts of the city nazim and his team and said that they had done an unprecedented job in the development of the city during the last four years.


“Karachi has more potential and the city has maintained its importance over the last few years at the national and international levels despite all odds,” he said, adding that the world had recognised the importance of Karachi in the last four years and its nazim had been nominated among the best mayors of the world, which was a great compliment to all Pakistanis. He said the uplift work in Karachi had not only helped raise the standard of life of the common man, but it had also given a big boost to economic and commercial activities in the city.


Earlier, Mr Kamal said the city government had made a plan under which the busy area of Saddar would be turned into a pedestrian area.


He also referred to the fast-moving construction works of the Corridor-III project and said that after its completion, the motorists would have an 18-kilometre signal-free journey from Saddar to Safoora Goth in Malir and even 10 kilometres farther to Toll Plaza on the Super Highway.


He also spoke about the CDGK’s plan to develop a three- or four-level underground car parking facility at Jahangir Park in Saddar, and appealed to the “opponents of the project” to instead help the government go as per its plan, otherwise the area of Jahangir Park would be heavily encroached upon by land-grabbers in the next few years.

EDO Iftikhar Qaimkhani said the work on the Lines Are parking plaza had begun in 2006 for proper traffic management in the Saddar area and now it had been completed at a cost of Rs650 milion.

(Dawn-13, 10/07/2009)

First parking plaza of Pakistan inaugurated

Pakistan’s first multi-storey parking plaza was inaugurated on Thursday in Saddar by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal.


Khan congratulated the people of Karachi for the completion of the project and also praised the efforts of the city nazim and his team.


“The world has recognized the importance of Karachi in the last four years and its nazim was nominated among the best mayors of the world which is a great compliment for all Pakistanis,” he said.


“Today is a good day for the people of Karachi and all Pakistanis because the country’s first car parking plaza has now been opened for public,” Kamal said, adding that the city government had a plan under which the busy area of Saddar will gradually be made pedestrian-friendly.


The nazim said that the city government has also planned to construct a three- to four-level underground vehicle parking area at Jahangir Park in Saddar, while the park would be retained above this facility. “With this project no one will be able to establish encroachments at Jahangir Park,” he added.


He also appealed to those people who had tried to get stay order from court regarding this project to allow the city government go ahead with its plan or else the area of Jahangir Park would be heavily encroached upon by land grabbers in next few years.


Executive District Officer Iftikhar Qaimkhani said that work on the construction of the parking plaza began in 2006 and it was completed at a cost of Rs650 million. He said that the parking plaza is fully computerized and surveillance video cameras have been installed at all major locations. The building is also equipped with a heavy elevator and a standby generator. He also informed that the project was in accordance with the conditions laid down in the Karachi Master Plan.

(The News-13, 10/07/2009)
Shershah Bridge to reopen by November

The collapsed Shershah Bridge in the Northern Bypass will be reopened for traffic by November, Federal Communications Minister Dr Arbab Alamgir Khan Khalil said on Thursday. He was addressing a crowded press conference at the National Highway Authority (NHA) office. Federal Communications Secretary Sharif Ahmad Khan was also present on the occasion.


Dr Khalil said that the present democratic government aimed to bring prosperity and economic development to the country by laying a network of highways throughout the country.


The minister said that the construction and rehabilitation of highways under the Larkana development package would be ensured on special instructions from President Asif Ali Zardari.

“We are trying to reconstruct the Shershah Bridge and reopen it for traffic by November this year, the minister said.

Consultants found guilty of delaying and using substandard materials will be dealt with severely and their licences will be cancelled, he said, adding that a formal letter regarding this had already been sent to the Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC). He further said that the early construction of the Mansehra-Bhasha Road will be ensured so that heavy machinery was transported to the site of the dam without difficulty.


Earlier, the federal minister held a meeting with a representative delegation of the Pakistan Oil Tankers Association that was headed by its chairman Haji Afzal Khan Masood. They apprised the federal minister of the problems faced by oil tanker owners and demanded that toll tax from oil tankers going from Karachi to other parts of the country should be charged once because these oil tankers are empty on their way back to Karachi. They also demanded that their just problems regarding toll plazas be solved.

(The News-13, 10/07/2009)
The tale of Karachi’s old trucks

Old trucks in Karachi provide credence to the adage ‘Old is Gold’, as these trucks have been supplying ‘Reti Bajri’ and plying the crossroads of this land long before the partition of India.


These trucks have been fulfilling their purpose with antiquated machinery – engines of models, some as old as 1945, are often switched on with the help of steel handles and bars. Such a situation leads to an impression that these old trucks are no more of any commercial value and should rather be preserved in a museum, yet owners and drivers of these old vehicles are less likely to agree with this thought.


Qurban, the owner of an old truck, maintains that his truck is sturdy and has an engine which is much stronger than that of new trucks. He said that the truck is a bit slow due to the load it carries, but that doesn’t pose much of a problem to him as he is the owner, driver and mechanic of his vehicle and repairs all kinds of major and minor damages. He said that currently there are about 70 such trucks working in the city, admitting however that the maintenance of the old truck is very expensive, yet he continues to run it because “this is how our forefathers earned their livelihood”. 


According to Qurban, his forefathers were the pioneers of lifting ‘Reti Bajjri’ and bringing it to Karachi. He said that in those days, the trucks were run by petrol but now they had to convert the engines of these trucks to make them run on diesel. 


Qurban said that he had never obtained a driver’s license and neither did he prefer paying any kind of tax for the vehicle. “Abhee Government Ham Log Ka Chamra Layga, Itna Purana Garee Ham Chalata Hay, Kia Yeh Kam Hay,” he asked.

Qurban said that his family or he never travelled in a bus, as they always visited the sea-side on their own truck. 


When The News asked the drivers of newer trucks about whether the older trucks parked near their new trucks harmed new businesses, Akram Khan, a driver from Kohat replied in the affirmitive, saying that the old trucks adversely impact their businesses, as customers prefer these since they charge considerably less than what they do.


A traffic cop standing near the truck stand was asked whether these trucks paid any motor vehicle tax or any other taxes. He replied that these vehicles were too old to pay any tax. He suggested that government should exempt these trucks from all taxes. 


According to a National Museum expert, who wished to remain anonymous, some of these trucks should be declared as relics and antiquities, and kept in museums for the benefit of visiting tourists. According to him, this is done with the old pieces of machinery in many countries — for instance, the locomotive coal railway engine is kept in museum in United States where children enjoy a ride on them. 

He said that about a year ago, they had tried to get such vehicles preserved but only after these people were given some incentive. He believed that preserving old pieces of machinery such as these could be “assets for future generations”. Qurban however had the last word on the issue: “Yeh Truck Hum Kisee Ko Nahee Dayga.”

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 10/07/2009)
Benazir Bhutto CNG bus project awaits funds

In order to facilitate the completion of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project for Karachi, the Sindh government has urged the federal government to release funds for the project, while it has also notified banks and other financial institutions to launch bus funding programmes, sources privy to this development told The News.


While the estimated cost of the project currently stands at Rs5,000million, Rs1,000 million would be required during the period 2009-10 to complete the project. However, in the proposed federal PSDP 2009-10, only Rs300m were allocated for the scheme, while during the outgoing financial year of 2008-09, only Rs500m were allocated for the project.


Experts, meanwhile, remain concerned over the slow progress of the project, which was originally approved by the ECNEC on October 25, 2007. “The lack of buses has been adversely affecting commuting patterns,” said Dr Noman Ahmed, NED Architecture and Planning Chairman, adding that the government should implement the project immediately as the city urgently required public transport. 


Sources claimed that an interaction meeting between credit-heads of banks and development finance institutions (DFIs) was held on June 16, 2009 at the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). Following the meeting, the managing director of ENERCON, Ministry of Environment, was asked to notify banks to create funding programme as decided by federal cabinet in its meeting dated July 16, 2008.


The CDGK Mass Transit Cell director general briefed the meeting about the project modalities, actions taken to ensure enabling environment and bus funding programme in line with the agreed parameters. Sources said that the project is now in a state where buses are being procured by pre-qualified bus operators, adding that Infrastructure Project Development Facility (IPDF) and Ministry of Finance have been finalising the Request for Proposal (RFP) for onward transmission to operators and investors. This RFP will also include the list of notified banks/DFIs for the facilitation of bus funding programme.


Dr Ahmad emphasised the need for allocating land for bus terminals, maintenance of buses and facilities to drivers and bus operators that would be needed to run the project efficiently. He added that the bus project would run efficiently only when the government provides a reasonable subsidy “The state has to provide subsidy that may be gradually reduced later,” he said. However, he maintained that it would not be advisable and feasible for the government to run the system, instead private sector should be provided incentives. 


Sources said that the District Coordination Officer (DCO), Karachi had recently written a letter to the federal government, to urging them to finalise the list of the banks allotted by the SBP for funding. The CDWP has also cleared the modified PC-I, which has also emphasised for “expediting release of funds.” 


Meanwhile, President Asif Zardari in the meeting held on April 20 in Karachi had also issued directions for the early implementation of the project. The president had suggested that 500 environment friendly buses should initially be introduced in the city by December 2009. He had also taken a decision regarding giving rights to ownership to women, besides ensuring the reservation of 50 per cent of the seats for females. 


The federal government will also provide a subsidy of Rs700,000 per bus as approved by the Planning Commission to cover the cost of interest payments on the purchase of buses. The scheme will be extended to the whole country and number of buses will be increased to 4000 by 2012. The Karachi scheme will be implemented by the CDGK. 


Later, a meeting between officials of provincial government and the CDGK was held to bring minor changes in the scheme to make provision for exclusive women ownership. Another meeting was held recently, which was informed that a “concession agreement” has been finalised. Later, an interaction meeting with bankers and all stake-holders was held to streamline the loaning programme in the city. Sources maintained that the Sindh government had also requested the federal government to release funds so that progress on the project is pursued efficiently.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-20, 10/07/2009)
Country’s first parking plaza inaugurated


KARACHI: The country’s first and multi-storied parking plaza was inaugurated in Saddar Town on Thursday.

Executive District Officer Transport and Communication Department Iftikhar Ali Qaimkhani said the CDGK has spent Rs 650 million on the establishment of the parking plaza, which has 11 floors with two basements. Out of these floors, seven would be used for parking purposes with the capacity to park around 700 cars and 500 motorcycles.


Qaimkhani claimed that the entire parking plaza was entirely computerised and has the capacity to keep a month’s complete record, which could be made available on a CD, if and when required. 

The parking plaza has been equipped with a total of 96 close-circuit cameras with 10 cameras for each floor. The CDGK would start a shuttle service for parkers so that they could comfortably visit the shopping areas. Initially, the CDGK would charge Rs 20 as parking fee for the first three hours. 


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan inaugurated the CDGK Parking Plaza by purchasing a car-parking token, in an attempt to send a message across the board that the facility would not be used free of cost by anyone.On the occasion, the governor praised City Nazim Mustafa Kamal for his efforts and said that the nazim is a prime example of good governance.


In his address, the City Nazim S Mustafa Kamal said that the establishment of Pakistan’s first multi-storeyed parking plaza was done in lines with the requirements of the modern hour and it is synonymous to any parking plaza around the developed world as regards to provision of facilities and use of modern technology. The parking plaza is one of hundreds of other salient development projects in the city the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has offered to the people of the city. The entire area has been converted into pedestrian and the passage of 28-km from Preedy Street to Toll Plaza has been rendered signal-free.


While in an attempt to manifest his firm resolve to keep going with the improvement of facilities in city, Kamal vowed that he has further planned to build more parking facilities in city, especially in Saddar Town, because this particular area plays a pivotal role in all sorts of activities including trade and economic.


In this regard, Kamal pointed out that the CDGK is concerned about Jahangir Park, which is being heavily encroached and if this were not stopped, the park would be gone soon. The CDGK has decided to build an underground multi-storeyed parking plaza while the Jahangir Park would be protected and improved as has been done before at Bagh-e-Ibn-e-Qasim in Clifton, he said.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 10/07/2009)

Commercial sale of ethanol-mixed fuel launched; petrol price to be cut by Rs1.5

ISLAMABAD, July 10: Ethanol-mixed fuel will be sold at Rs2.4 per litre less than regular petrol, Prime Minister’s Adviser for Petroleum Dr Asim Hussain said here on Friday. 


The price of petrol could be reduced next month by Rs1.54 a litre, provided it continued to decline in the international market, Dr Hussain said after inaugurating the first commercial sale point of ethanol-mixed petrol. 

He was accompanied by Minister for Industries Mian Manzoor Ahmad Wattoo, who said the government was not giving subsidies on bio-petrol, but it was cheaper because of tax rebate. 

Mr Wattoo said initially, petrol pumps in Islamabad and Rawalpindi would sell petrol mixed with 10 per cent ethanol, adding that its country-wide sale would commence soon. 

He said that the production ministry would advise the Economic Coordination Committee of the cabinet to increase regulatory duty on molasses export to boost ethanol production. 


Dr Asim Hussain said bio-petrol sale would result in an annual saving of $96 million and in the first phase, 20 pumps would start selling E-10 by August 14 this year. He said that the petroleum ministry had submitted summaries to the ECC, seeking powers for Ogra to determine prices of E-10 and allowing it to monitor furnace oil prices. 


Irfan Qureshi, the managing director of the Pakistan State Oil (PSO), which is spearheading the E-10 project, said his company planned to invest Rs4 billion to set up separate dispensers and tanks at its 2,000 outlets by the end of 2010. 


“We expect that 7,000 tons to 8,000 tons of ethanol will be sold by the PSO by the end of the next year,” he said, adding that ethanol-mixed petrol was being used in more than 16 countries.

(By Kalbe Ali, Dawn-1, 11/07/2009)

Bhagwandas report says oil companies given free hand to fix prices

ISLAMABAD, July 11: The Supreme Court bench that will take up the Rana Bhagwandas Judicial Commission Report on oil pricing may also look into the virtual absence of a senior petroleum ministry official from the fortnightly meetings of the Oil Companies Advisory Committee (OCAC) that used to determine oil prices. The job is now being done by Ogra. 


In its report submitted to the Supreme Court, the commission highlighted that the Director General (Oil) or his nominee from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources attended only three meetings out of a total of 114 held every fortnightly from July 2001 to April 2006. 


“There appears a tacit understanding with the government of the day which left everything to the sweet will of the oil companies by overlooking loot and plunder in fixing oil prices,” counsel Muhammad Akram Sheikh commented while talking to Dawn. 


The counsel, who has submitted a brief note on the 74-page Rana Bhagwandas Commission report on oil and gas pricing mechanism in compliance with the Supreme Court directions, is also representing senior journalist Iftikhar Ahmed before the court. 


According to the commission’s report, the DG (Oil) was supposed to manage, ensure and monitor the demand and supply of petroleum products throughout the country. 


During the period when price fixation function was assigned to OCAC, the petroleum ministry was obliged to monitor and regulate the functioning of OCAC in a vigilant and proactive manner but perhaps for want of sufficient capacity and technical know-how, it used to faithfully accept and notify whatever calculations were done by OCAC, the commission deplored. 


The OCAC was established in December 1999 when Gen Pervez Musharraf, as the then Chief Executive, announced deregulation policy by introducing a formula called “rationalised import parity policy” on petroleum products. Accordingly, a summary was initiated by the Petroleum Ministry advising the chief executive to grant function of determination and notifying various oil products to OCAC. 


Subsequently, an amendment to the ordinance was promulgated on June 29, 2001, to establish OCAC. However, the commission said the amendment was patently illegal and unconstitutional since members of the OCAC were direct beneficiaries of oil business and, therefore, could not be expected to perform their functions in isolation of their self-interest. 


“It would be highly inconceivable to expect that persons having direct interest in the outcome of an exercise would be oblivious of their personal interest and act freely and independently in the larger consumer interest,” the report said, adding it was for this reason that former Attorney General Makhdoom Ali Khan had advised the petroleum ministry to abolish this practice as it was difficult for him to defend the federal government before the Supreme Court. 


Even otherwise the spirit of deregulation policy was to authorise OCAC till the formation of a permanent regulatory authority, which was later established on March 28, 2002, when Ogra Ordinance 2002 was promulgated and enforced. But functions performed by OCAC were not handed over to this statutory regulatory authority. Rather it was only after drawbacks in the implementation of the policy and legal infirmity on part of the federal government were exposed that this business was transferred to Ogra in April 1, 2006. 


Meanwhile, Shahid Orakzai has moved a petition before the Supreme Court, questioning how could the president amend the finance bill through an ordinance. He pleaded before the Supreme Court to suspend the operation of the ordinance for 10 days to allow the National Assembly to amend the finance bill under which the carbon surcharge on petroleum products was levied but later withdrawn on the directions of the Supreme Court.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-1, 12/07/2009)

Streamlining Karachi’s transport system

  
THE government of Sindh is not waking up to the city’s deteriorating transport system. 


The fares of public buses, auto-rickshaws and taxis are a great source of inconvenience to commuters. Besides, buses, mini-buses and coaches are not being maintained properly. 

On top of it, auto-rickshaws and taxis have been plying without fare meters for the past several years. But no government department seems to be concerned that their drivers are fleecing the public. And all the more so on days of strikes or when it rains. 


They argue that the prices of diesel, CNG and petrol are soaring high and as such plying their vehicles on their meters is not possible, which have never been revised. 


It is astonishing that the governor, the chief minister, the transport secretary and the city nazim have not seen to it that taxis and rickshaws should be run on meters. 


The city government must revert to the old system of fare meters in the public interest, and the sooner the better. 


If all public buses are maintained properly and made comfortable for sitting, and the attitude of conductors and drivers changed for the better towards their passengers, then the latter would gladly restart commuting in them. 


The provincial government must do something immediately to improve the condition of city buses. Fare meters should also be made compulsory for every auto-rickshaw and taxi for the convenience of commuters. However, it must be assured that the fare is such that it is acceptable to the public. 


COMMUTER, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 12/07/2009)

The Gizri flyover


The Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997 mandates that before commencing construction of a major road (including flyovers), with a total cost exceeding Rs50m, the proponent must conduct an EIA, with participation of the citizens, and obtain approval from Sepa. 


Being a law unto itself, DHA did no such thing and in 2007 began building the Rs600m flyover. Thirteen residents of Khayaban-i-Hafiz (an extension of Gizri Road) filed a petition in the Sindh High Court early in 2008 (CP756/08) protesting against the numerous adverse impacts of the flyover (access restrictions to their homes, reduction in property values, violation of easement rights, etc) and seeking implementation of the law requiring an EIA for such projects. 


To blunt this case, in June 2008 DHA filed an Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) report (meant for projects with limited environmental impact), which was rejected by Sepa in September 2008 with directives to file an EIA. In February 2009, the learned judges agreed with the petitioners and directed the DHA to file an EIA with Sepa, but, alarmingly, allowed them to continue with the impugned construction as it had been 'initiated in the interest of the general public' and was 'for the ultimate benefit of the people'. The judges also stated that “in case of any negative findings in the same EIA, the DHA shall be liable to any legal consequences”. 


The late Justice Dorab Patel noted in one of his judgments that while it was difficult to recognise what exactly was in the ‘public interest’, an action that violated a law could hardly be so termed. 


Environmentalists pointed out that the Gizri commercial area congestion does not require a flyover: more sensible, environment-friendly ways to tackle the issues include enforcement of traffic discipline (bus lanes, slow traffic on the left, no speeding, no jaywalking, stopping at red lights, resulting in slashing fuel wastage, cutting vehicle pollution, saving man-hours and mental stress in unnecessary traffic jams); enforcement of non-peak timings for tankers and trucks; parking discipline (no double/triple parking, compulsory parking spaces in buildings); removal of encroachments such as thelas, khokas, street vendors; and properly engineered traffic signals which do not go off when KESC fails. 


The flyover exercise is a grandiose plan to bypass the slum areas of the Gizri road. The rich of this city would rather tackle the symptoms than the causes — the EIA consultant who presented misleading slides showing wide spaces between the flyover structure and adjoining buildings wrote: “Hopefully, the problem will be resolved after the construction of the new flyover.” It is but an experiment with considerable environmental downsides. 


The people whose quality of life will be most affected are the poor residents of Gizri (not represented at the hearing). Air pollution, already high in the city, will be exacerbated by fumes (lead) being trapped under the flyover, increasing respiratory diseases and cancer. 


Noise pollution from the heightened traffic levels, especially at night, will be a mounting source of nuisance. The shadows cast by the flyover, especially between multi-storey buildings, apart from disseminating gloom will affect greenery on the median. Privacy of adjacent residences will be compromised. The flyover footprint will become a garbage dump, as can be observed under intersection flyovers in other parts of our city. 


A number of additional questions were raised: why is DHA constructing an illegal flyover outside their area in Clifton Cantonment Board jurisdiction? Why did Sepa not stop the unauthorised construction immediately? Why have penalties u/s 17 of PEPA 1997 not yet been imposed on DHA by Sepa? Have the storm drainage impacts been considered? 


DHA has a long history of contempt for environmental considerations. Their recent storm-drainage system has been implemented without an EIA, as were the Cogen/desalination plant in Phase-8 in 2004, and components of the Waterfront Development Project in 2003. In 2002, amenity and utility plots behind the Golf Club in Phase-8 were converted into high-rise residential apartment use in ‘Creek City’. 


DHA is at best a ‘plot-planner’, not a ‘master-planner’, manned by retired army personnel who consider even a single square inch of land not sold for profit (including amenity spaces, roads, parks, public facilities) to be wasted. Major arteries in the scheme are 60 to 100 feet wide, and no road (except Khayaban-i-Hafiz and Beach Avenue) is even 120 feet wide. Compare this with the 200 feet-wide thoroughfares of Clifton, 240 feet-wide Sharea Faisal and 320 feet-wide Sharah-i-Noor in North Nazimabad. One thousand and 2,000 square yard plots are being constantly sub-divided into 500-square yard plots, effectively doubling and quadrupling the population (and cars) on them. The incremental completion of Phase-8 will see increasing bedlam and clogging on DHA roads, with pandemonium if Bundal Island and the Waterfront are developed. 


Our military strategists would do well to read National Security & the Threat of Climate Change, a 2007 report on the environment prepared by the CNA Corporation with a galaxy of retired US admirals and generals. Their finding: globalclimate change presents a serious national security hazardand athreat multiplier in already fragile regions, exacerbating conditions that lead to failed states — the breeding grounds for extremism and terrorism. 


The DHA might also imbibe the wisdom of Enrique Penalosa, the mayor of Bogota, Colombia (1998-2000), who successfully addressed most of his city’s traffic problems: 'It is very clear today that solving traffic problems by building more and bigger roads [including flyovers] is like trying to put out a fire with gasoline.'

(By Ardesher Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 12/07/2009)

Section of Lyari Expressway opened

KARACHI, July 11: A section of the north-bound carriageway of the Lyari Expressway project connecting Sir Shah Suleman Road with Sohrab Goth was opened for vehicular traffic on Saturday. 


Federal Communication Minister Dr Arbab Alamgir Khan inaugurated the Sir Shah Suleman-Sohrab Goth Interchange of the north-bound carriageway of the project at a ceremony held here. 

The opening of the interchange would facilitate the residents of Liaquatabad, Yaseenabad, Federal B Area, North Nazimabad and other areas who want to travel to the Superhighway and Mauripur Road. 


The distance from Shah Suleman Interchange to the Superhighway and Mauripur Road is six kilometres and 11 kilometres, respectively. 


Terming the inauguration of the interchange on the north-bound carriageway a big achievement, the minister said that over 16-kilometre-long south-bound carriageway of the project had already been completed and opened for vehicular traffic. 


“I am thankful to the Sindh government and the Karachi city government for their help and cooperation with us in this project,” he said. He said the entire project of the Lyari Expressway was estimated to cost Rs8.5 billion and so far 70 per cent work of the project had been completed. “We want to complete the project as soon as possible and in this regard we need help and cooperation of the provincial and city governments.” He said that the government was taking measures to rehabilitate the people living in katchi abadis near the expressway along the Lyari River. 


Dr Khan said that the project would provide a fast and efficient link between the Karachi Port and upcountry areas. 


National Highway Authority Chairman Altaf Ahmed Chaudhry informed the minister that after the inauguration of the Sir Shah Suleman-Sohrab Goth Interchange, a phase of the mega project had been completed. 

“We have completed the special phase of the project and now the traffic is running on both north- and south-bound carriageways. There are two exit and entry points on the expressway,” he added. 

He said that in future the remaining portions of the expressway would be constructed with the efforts of all stakeholders. 

He said that very few cosmopolitan cities in the Asian countries had motor limited access highway. The concept of motor limited access highway completely applied to the Lyari Expressway project, he added. 


Karachi-Hyderabad Highway to be upgraded 

The communication minister said that the construction of roads and their expansion was included in the government’s priorities in view of the importance of Sindh in the country’s economic and industrial development. 


The minister said that the government wanted to bring about a commercial and industrial revolution by expanding the network of national highways. 


In this regard, he announced that the government would upgrade the Karachi-Hyderabad Superhighway into a six-lane motorway. He said that a bridge was also under construction over the River Indus to connect Larkana with Khairpur. 


Shershah bridge to be opened in November 

The chairman and members of the National Assembly standing committee on communication also accompanied the minister, who later led all of them to inspect the Shershah bridge of the Northern Bypass. 

He informed the committee members that construction work on the bridge was fast progressing and it would be completed in November. He said he had issued orders for action against all those responsible for the collapse of the bridge. 


The chairman of the NA standing committee, Syed Ahmed Zafar, and members including Dost Mohammed Mazari, Abdul Majeed Khan Khanankhel, Ghaus Bux Khan Maher, Dr Aresh Lal and Shaikh Salahuddin were present.

(Dawn-13, 12/07/2009)

Cop arrested for selling fake licences

A police constable (PC) was arrested on Saturday on charges of providing fake driving licences from the Clifton branch of the Driving Licence Centre.

According to the First Information Report (FIR) no 236/09 of the Clifton Police Station, PC Niaz Hussain, took Rs3,500 from Mohsin Ahmed Lodhi, a resident of New Karachi, on the pretext of getting him a valid driving licence. Lodhi handed the money, two photographs, copies of Computerised National Identity Card (CNIC) and the learners’ licence. Two days later, Hussain gave Lodhi his driving licence.


A few days ago when Lodhi came over to the Clifton Branch of Driving Licence, he learnt that his driving licence, bearing the number CLA – 1374110, was fake. This was not an isolated case, with another driving licence bearing number CLA – 1373226 belonging to Muhammad Hashim, an employee of Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Taufiq Khan, was also forged.


Lodhi, a resident of quarter B-469, near Sector 11-A, New Karachi Industrial Zone, North Karachi, told The News that his friend Salman, son of DSP Khan – New Karachi Police Station, had promised to have the driving licence made for a fee of Rs3,500 via a former gunman of the DSP. This gunman, PC Hussain, had been transferred to the Traffic Police and was requested to use his links.


Salman in turn was told that an authentic product would be supplied. The requirements would be the fee of Rs3500 along with two photographs and copies of the learners’ licence and the CNIC. Lodhi said that he felt that the photograph would have to be snapped at the centre but was assured by Salman that this would not be necessary as the PC would take care of everything. Even Lodhi’s father, Shakoor Ahmed Lodhi agreed. The licence was delivered after a span of three days.


However, after receiving the licence, Lodhi’s brother-in-law termed it fake and asked him not to carry it on him. Lodhi returned the licence to Salman, two months after receiving the licence, and told him to return his money. Salman kept the licence.


On July 9, Lodhi and Salman visited the Clifton Branch of the Driving Licence Centre to verify their licence, where their fears were confirmed. 


They then enquired how they could initiate action against the PC. A female officer, Mrs Khan, at the centre wrote out an application and internal proceedings started.


Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Muhammad Malik, Head of the Karachi branches of Driving Licence and Motor Vehicle Inspection, revealed that the PC was posted on one of the new patrolling cars, Patrol 5 and was apprehended near the Agha Super Market in Clifton by his special team established to combat forgery. 


The PC has been booked under sections 420, 468 and 471. The FIR was cut on the same day when the case was reported and the arrest was made on the same day.


Earlier this week three persons were arrested for selling fake driving licences, recovering Rs5000 and a fake driving licence. 


SSP Malik revealed that the efforts to capture culprits involved in the business of selling fake driving licences had been stepped up and there were imminent arrests of a further two cops in this regard to be made. Meanwhile, PC Hussain has been given in for a seven-day remand.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-14, 12/07/2009)
Gizri flyovers

”ENVIRONMENTALISTS pointed out that Gizri commercial area congestion does not require a flyover,” Ardeshir Cowasjee writes in his column, ‘The Gizri flyover’ (July 12). 


The ‘environmentalists’ go on to say that more sensible, environment-friendly ways to tackle the issue include enforcement of traffic discipline (bus lanes, slow traffic on the left, no speeding, no jaywalking, stopping at red lights, resulting in slashing fuel wastage, cutting vehicular pollution, saving man-hours and mental stress in unnecessary traffic jams); enforcement of non-peak timings for tankers and trucks, parking discipline, (no double/triple parking, compulsory parking spaces in buildings); removal of encroachments such as thelas, khokas, sweet vendors, and properly engineered traffic signals which do not go off when the KESC fails. 


Sounds like Jannat. 

S. NAYYAR IQBAL RAZA, Karachi
(Dawn-6, 15/07/2009)

People suffer as transporters observe strike

KARACHI, July 14: Most public transport vehicles remained off the roads on Tuesday in response to a strike call given by the transporters’ organisations, forcing hundreds of thousands of people to find alternative means to reach their destinations. 


The Karachi Transport Ittehad, an alliance of different transporters’ bodies, had on July 4 given a call for a strike across the province against an increase in the prices of petroleum products, particularly diesel. 


Unlike the strike calls given by different political and religious parties, the transporters’ strike remained peaceful and did not affect routine city life, as there was no sense of insecurity and fear among the masses. 


Bus stops across the city became crowded in the morning as usual, but the absence of public transport piled misery on the people in general and office-goers in particular, as auto-rickshaw and taxi operators had a field day by charging exorbitant fares. 

A large number of people were seen marching on the streets, many of them asking for a lift from the passing-by motorists. 


“The number of people on foot today would have been half had there not been a ban on pillion riding,” said 24-year-old Maarij Kamal, an office assistant in a private concern on I.I. Chundrigar Road. 


The strike, however, did not affect the normal attendance in the government and private offices as a large number of people got to their workplaces using alternative means of transport. 


The KTI chief, Irshad Bukhari, told Dawn that a successful and peaceful strike was observed throughout the province by the transporters, who did not bring their vehicles on the streets against the “unjustified” increase in the diesel price. 

He said that the strike was supported by different transporters’ organisations including Sindh Air-conditioned Bus Owners Association, Sindh Bus Owners Association,Karachi Goods Carrier Association, Karachi Goods Welfare Association, Pakistan Transport Federation, Supreme Council of Pakistan Transporters, UTS Bus Operators Association and Metro Bus Owners Association. 


Mr Bukhari said that the KTI would hold a meeting on Saturday to chalk out a course of action if the increase in diesel price was not withdrawn. “We will decide to go on indefinite strike until the diesel price is decreased,” he added.

(Dawn-13, 15/07/2009)

Transport strike in city

Fares set to rise as govt refuses to budge

A province-wide strike by the transporters failed to have the desired impact, as the government refused to lower petroleum prices. The government has, however, reportedly told transporters to increase fares.


Transporters, as per their earlier announcement, kept their vehicles off the road on Tuesday to lodge their protest over the arbitrary 19 per cent increase in petroleum prices during the past 15 days.


Talking to The News, National Transport Ettehad Karachi President Saleem Khan Bangash revealed that transporters held a meeting with Sindh Transport Minister Akhtar Jadoon, who told them to increase their fares. However, he said, transporters believe that increasing fares is not the solution, especially considering the plummeting global oil prices.


Bangash contended that it is unfair on the general public that every hike in petroleum prices results in increase in fares.


Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) meanwhile issued a statement claiming that if this strike had failed to have the desired impact on the government, then they would reconvene on Saturday and contemplate a nationwide transporters’ strike. When asked what they intend to do if talks bear no fruit, Bangash echoed similar sentiments. “We will strike again,” was his response.


Meanwhile, commuters were forced to improvise in order to reach their destinations. Many Suzuki vans and loading vehicles cashed in on the truant public transport, charging Rs10 per passenger. Rickshaws and taxis were the primary source of transport on the day, with many reporting that rickshaw and cab drivers charged exorbitant amounts. 


Certain buses also plied on special routes. The bus of route 11A, that goes from Khokhrapar to Saddar, ran from NIPA via Hassan Square to Saddar. However, representatives of transporters’ association manned bus stops, and stopped the few running buses from taking on passengers.

(The News-13, 15/07/2009)
Transporters’ strike:
Hapless commuters suffer torrid time


KARACHI: Public transport remained thin in almost all areas of the city, as transporters observed a strike against the rocketing rise in fuel prices.
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Almost all transporter associations participated in the strike and buses could be hardly seen on roads. Office and school-goers were the ultimate victims, as they found it difficult to reach their destinations in time.


Usually, when transporters observe a strike, vans provide an alternative transport service to the people. However, vans also stayed off the roads during this strike. 


People gathered at bus stops hoping to find some means of transportation, however many had to return home while others had to pay excessive fares to rickshaw and taxis drivers to reach their destination.


Muhammad Rizwan, 49, a resident of Bahadurabad Chowrangi, told Daily Times that he waited for a bus for two-and-a-half hour. “There are so many people stranded at bus stops, it is even difficult to find a rickshaw,” he said. “We have been left with only two options, hire a taxi or go back home.”


The main thoroughfares of the city, Shahra-e-Faisal, Native Jetty Bridge and MA Jinnah Road were seen full of pedestrians.

Zulfiqar Jan, 17, said he was an employee of a private security agency. 

He could neither pay for a taxi, nor go back home. So he decided to travel the distance from Karsaz to II Chundrigar Road on foot. “If I take a leave, they (the employers) would cut my daily wage,” he explained. 


Though the strike put the commuters in trouble, very few were blaming the transporters.

“The government is responsible for this situation,” Zulfiqar Abro, 37, a resident of Malir Cantt said.


At the end of the day, the transporters and public would suffer, he argued. The transporters would increase fares and face public rage, he said Karachi Transport Ittehad President Irshad Hussain said the strike was a success and thanked the transporter community for showing unity.

“It was just a wake up call for the government,” he said.

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 15/07/2009)

Week-long parking ban on three roads

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has imposed a week-long parking ban on three roads in Saddar with immediate effect. 


According to an order issued under section 144, parking of vehicles will be prohibited on Mansfield Street (from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Price Street), Mir Karam Ali Talpur Road (from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Preedy Street), and Dr Daudpota Road (from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Price Street). Under the new traffic management plan for Saddar, Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaib-un-Nisa Street, Agha Khan III Road, Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Shahra-e-Iraq and Preedy Street have been declared as charged parking zone. The order was issued to ensure smooth flow of traffic and to solve the problem of environmental deterioration of the old heritage area. 


Meanwhile, the Works and Services Department of the CDGK has established four rain emergency centres on the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. The centres have been set up at Nishter Road (at KMC Workshop; contact no. 921-5654), Gurumandir (behind Dawood Engineering College; contact no. 923-1365), Malir Bund (near Hino Chowk; contact no. 538-9966 ) and Clifton (Clifton Field Office near Bilawal House; contact no. 925-0874). Citizens have been advised to contact with these centres in case of any emergency.


Meanwhile, city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the relevant departments of the city government to remain alert during the monsoons.

(The News-13, 18/07/2009)
Parking ban imposed on 3 roads in Saddar

KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has imposed a ban on parking of all types of vehicles on three roads in Saddar area.


The locations that have fallen under the parking ban would be the Mansfield Street (section from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Price Street), Mir Karam Ali Talpur Road (section from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Preedy Street) and Dr Daud Pota Road (section from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Price Street).


In this regard, the city nazim has issued a notification, which under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Pakistan, prevents commuters to park their vehicles on defined locations of the Saddar Town. Sources privy to the matter told Daily Times that the parking of all types of vehicles shall stand illegal and will be subject to legal actions against the person(s) found violating the orders.


Under the new traffic management plan for Saddar, six other roads including Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaib-un-Nisa Street, Agha Khan III Road, Raja Ghazanfar Ali Road, Shahra-e Iraq and Preedy Street have already been declared as charged parking zones.


The plan made by CDGK Transport and Communication Department in coordination with the traffic police was aimed at providing convenience to the citizens in the busy area of Saddar Town. The ban would also encourage the owners of vehicles to use newly built CDGK multi-storied Parking Plaza facility in Saddar Town, which has the capacity for parking of 700 cars and 500 motorcycles at one time.

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/07/2009)

Naval officers making Sharea Faisal prone to accidents

Pakistan naval officers seem adamant to damage Sharea Faisal, as rainwater accumulated in the Naval Officers Residential Estate-2 (NORE-2) is being pumped out to the thoroughfare instead of diverting it to drains, thereby making the road more prone to accidents.


Amazingly police has been deployed to ensure that nobody objects to this blatant violation of the law. Although the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has been quick to adopt measures to drain the water accumulated on many streets, it seems helpless in restricting naval officers not to throw water on Sharea Faisal. Tens of thousands of cars, cabs, mini-buses and motorbikes ply on the prestigious road everyday.


“Whatever is going on at NORE-2 is very sad. It’s absolutely illegal. The flooding of Sharea Faisal ahead of Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) and National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD) is something very serious because patients suffer from traffic jam,” said city Nazim Mustafa Kamal.

“The area comes under the jurisdiction of Cantonment Board and the DCO has talked to relevant officers in the Board, but they have shown their inability to check this, and have instead referred the matter to Corps Commander,” he said.


However, Lt Commander Salman, spokesman for the Pakistan Navy had a different version. “The drainage line at Sharea Faisal near Aisha Bawany School was choked and the authorities concerned could not take remedial measures in time. Pakistan Navy workforce was deployed there to open these drainage lines so that rainwater can find a way out. Naval workforce is also busy draining rainwater from Sharea Faisal,” he said. 


The exercise being carried out by naval officers has resulted in traffic jams ahead of Regent Plaza and commuters have to wait for at least 20 minutes to move ahead.


Sharea Faisal, the city’s main artery stretching from Karachi Airport to defunct Hotel Metropole is already dangerous for pedestrians who simply can’t cross the road due to fast traffic flow. Flooding of the road has made it more dangerous because it could lead to fatal accidents.


Nore-II has already encroached major portion of the footpath on Sharea Faisal, making the lives of pedestrians miserable.


There are almost three million road users everyday in Karachi and Sharea Faisal happens to be a road where large numbers of traffic accidents occur everyday. According to data compiled by the Traffic Injuries Research Centre, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) received the highest number of road traffic injury cases (37 per cent) followed by Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (30 per cent) during July 8, 2008 and September 8, 2008.


Male contributed 90 per cent of injuries while female suffered 10 per cent of injuries. Sixty per cent of the road injuries were contributed by motorcycles while 30 per cent fatal cases were due to the motorcycles. Bus/coaches contributed to eight injuries while in fatal cases these rose to 16 per cent. Thirty seven per cent riders/pillion riders and 44 per cent pedestrian lost their lives.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 21/07/2009)
Sanitation, road network on verge of collapse

Residents and the administration of Lyari Town are anxious about the survival and sustenance of their town, given that the town administration lacks the facility of heavy cleaning machines and sufficient manpower to clean heaps of garbage lying in many areas, especially at Mirza Adam Khan road. Activists from Lyari fear that the prevalent situation may have caused devastation in the town if the rains had continued for a few more days, crumpling the already collapsed sanitation system in the area.


Almost all existing storm water drains of the old Karachi area are not only antiquated but also silt-laden. Most of these drains were overflowing at many junctures after the rains, with activists fearing that further rainfall counld adversely impact the situation. 


Town Nazim Mahmood Hashim told The News that the failure of Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) in providing power supply affected the sanitation discharge system. He said that in the absence of power supply, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) officials are making efforts to run ejectors by diesel to clean the streets, which have been inundated due to choked sewerage lines.


He said that some areas where the town administration had launched development schemes, especially lying sewerage and water supply pipes, have been affected in the aftermath of the downpour. However, he added, the town administration have put the town staff on alert, and councillors are present to tackle any problem in their respective areas. 


A town spokesperson said they have appealed to the CDGK authorities for providing heavy machines and trucks immediately to carry garbage out of the town and dump it into proper dumping sites. 


Meanwhile, senior Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) activist Sher Mohammed Rais, in his recent move to draw attention of the party leadership towards the problems faced by Lyari, pointed out that the sewerage system remains unworkable despite the presence of three pumping stations situated at Miran Naka, Chakiwara and Gulistan colony. All these stations have outdated equipments, and have no effective outlet, especially during high tides and the rainy season. 


He emphasised that the recent excavation of all major roads in Lyari for the installation of water supply and sanitation lines presents a picture “similar to an earthquake hit area”. Rais said that even a cursory look at these damaged roads can reveal to a layman that this is the result of lack of coordination and interaction between the concerned departments.


Another main handicap, he said, is the total absence of storm water Nullahs and open drains— except one at the Pitcher road which always remains over flowed— in the absence of storm water open drains and due to inadequate pumping arrangements of sewerage water.


Besides the present hardships that the people are facing due to this hazardous condition if the damaged roads are not quickly re-constructed, repaired and put in order, one can only imagine the devastating situation during the more downpours. This should be given high priority before it is too late, activists demanded. 


He said with the passage of time not only some of the low-laid localities of Lyari turn into swamps, but sub soil water level will raise and damage the residential/commercial areas of these localities. Giving the background of this issue, Rais said that in order to provide Lyariites with their due share of potable water, efforts were made twice in the past with no results. He narrated that the first attempt was made in 1989 on the directives of late Benazir Bhutto herself, however he lamented that although the plan was executed and a long pipeline was laid through the city areas, it did not work as water connections were provided to the other localities outside Lyari.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 22/07/2009)
Couple, two sons killed in road tragedy

KARACHI, July 23: A 48-year-old man, his doctor wife and their two sons were killed on Thursday when a truck towing a container-mounted trailer overturned and crushed their stationary car near the ICI bridge intersection, witnesses and police said. 


The witnesses said that the truck (AP-5369), coming from the Jinnah bridge and moving in its high-speed lane, mounted the traffic island and rammed into an electric pole before it overturned and its empty container landed on the grey Honda City car (AFT-360), killing all its occupants. 


The crash also uprooted the electric pole. 


They said that the fast-moving trailer overturned after its driver lost control of his heavy vehicle in a bid to avoid a pothole on the road and the container fell on the victims’ car, which was halted at the intersection and waiting for the traffic policeman’s signal to move ahead. 


Adam Khan Leghari, an MBA from the United States with landholding in Hyderabad, along with his sons, Mohammed Saris Leghari, 12, and Mohammed Ahmed Leghari, 8, was going to drop his wife, Dr Asma Leghari, to her workplace, a government dispensary at Mauripur, when the family met with the fatal accident. 


The truck driver, identified as Abdul Shakoor, son of Mohammed Hussain, immediately fled the scene. However, the police arrested him at a nearby place on a tip-off. 


A large number of people gathered at the spot as two forklift trucks raised the heavy container and the smashed car was dragged from under it. Later, heavy equipment was pressed into service to clear the road of the overturned vehicle as thousands of vehicles, queued for miles, crawled at a snail’s pace on the main Mauripur road for an hour. 


The bodies were shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi for medico-legal proceedings before they were handed over to the victims’ relatives. 


Dr Anver, the maternal nephew of Mr Leghari, told Dawn that the victim family lived near Boat Basin in Clifton. “They originally hailed from Buksh Leghari Goth in Hyderabad where they will be buried on Friday,” he added. 


The victim’s nephew said that the bodies were kept at the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth and they would be shifted to Hyderabad on Friday after the arrival of the parents of Dr Asma from Abu Dhabi. 

He said Dr Asma had been posted at the Sindh government dispensary at Mauripur for the past four years. 


The SP of traffic, zone west, Waqar Mallan, told Dawn that he had placed the section officer (SO) of the TPX traffic section, Khawaja Mohammed, and five other traffic policemen under suspension for failing to apprehend the truck driver on the spot. He said that ASI Mohammed Iqbal and Head Constable Mohammed Ramzan were demoted to the ranks of head constable and constable, respectively. 


The SP said that the traffic police officials placed under suspension however helped in locating the escaped truck driver and they handed over him to the Jackson police. 

Meanwhile, the Jackson police registered a case (FIR 528/2009) against the truck driver under Sections 320 (causing death by reckless driving) and 427 (causing damage to the victims’ car) of the Pakistan Penal Code on behalf of the state. The police said that they also impounded the truck. 


The police quoted the truck driver as saying that he lost control of his heavy vehicle after its brakes failed. 


Meanwhile, a 70-year-old man was crushed to death by a hit-and-run vehicle near Patel Para in the remit of the Jamshed Quarters police. 


The body was moved to the Civil Hospital Karachi, where the deceased was identified as Abdul Mannan, son of Abdur Rehman, a resident of New Karachi. 


The police said that the elderly man was crossing the road when he was knocked down by an unidentified vehicle. 

They said that a case against the unidentified driver of the unknown vehicle had been registered on behalf of the state.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 24/07/2009)

Violations by heavy vehicles blamed on light fines

KARACHI, July 23: The traffic police authorities appear to be powerless to prevent violations committed by drivers of heavy vehicles, and the relevant laws also appear to be weak, prescribing a mere Rs100 fine for violations, with no option for the police to seize vehicles. 


Four members of a family were killed on Thursday when a truck carrying a container crushed their car, highlighting the police’s inability to control traffic rule violations committed by drivers of such vehicles. 


Though initial examination of the vehicle after the accident showed that the vehicle was indeed plying a route that was designated for heavy traffic, and that there were no gross violations of safety regulations, it is worth noting that the city’s traffic police force does not currently have the powers to check this menace under normal circumstances. 


“We can charge any truck with a container for any violation under code 49 of the traffic police rules, which allows a maximum penalty of Rs100,” Khurram Gulzar, DIG Traffic, told Dawn. “Under such powers, the traffic police can only stop moving heavy vehicles, either due to violation of timings, safety measures or their height. We can only charge them Rs100 and then have to let them go.” He said the traffic police had so far issued 1,800 tickets (challans) of such violations by heavy vehicles in the first seven months of the current year, adding that the small penalty did not bother the transporters and traders who own and operate such vehicles. 


Aside from the limited powers given to the traffic police, some also blame other institutions for not ensuring that safety standards are met by these vehicles. 


“Actually, such trucks start their journeys from the port, where all safety rules are ignored,” said an official, speaking on condition of anonymity. “The traffic police authorities, in recent correspondence with the port’s high-ups, pointed out such negligence, but the matter has yet to be addressed.” 

However, officials at the Karachi Port Trust disagree with this assertion. Explaining their position, they put the blame on the heavy vehicle operators and traders, the original consignees of the containers. 


“The KPT has a dedicated Port Safety Department, which is mandated with the same task,” said a spokesman for the KPT. “A trailer can never enter the port until it is checked by the department and issued with a clearance. Similarly, it is not allowed to leave the port’s jurisdiction until it meets all safety standards. In regular examinations, we check the twist locks and even the fitness of the vehicle regarding its ability to carry the load it is setting out with.” 


In regular practice, he said, KPT officials observed that containers left the port with all due formalities but from there they moved to the yards owned by the transporters or the traders who were the consignees of the shipments. He claimed that from these yards, most of the time vehicles were changed and due regulations were not followed. 


And as claims and allegations are traded by the police and the KPT, the government appears least interested in passing legislation to give more power to the traffic police, the only force on the ground that can deal with the problem effectively. 


Wajid Ali Durrani, currently Additional IG and formerly the city’s DIG Traffic, recalled that every effort to empower the police regarding heavy vehicle violations was “always foiled by the influential transporters and traders”. 


“About a year ago, we managed to promulgate an ordinance from Sindh’s governor, which enhanced the traffic police powers, mainly to check the violations made by heavy vehicles,” he said. “When it was due to be implemented, the transporters threatened to go on strike and the plan could not be materialised. You can’t make people follow the rules unless they fear a heavy penalty or punishment. The Rs100 fine would never work.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 24/07/2009)

Four of a family die as container crushes car

Four members of a family, including two children, died on Thursday morning when a loaded container mounted on a trailer fell on the car carrying the ill-fated family on ICI Bridge in the limits of the Jackson police station, police and eyewitnesses said.


The victims were identified as 35-year-old Adam Laghari, his wife, 35-year-old Dr Asma Laghari, and sons, eight-year-old Muhammad Ahmed, and seven-year-old Muhammad Faraz.


The family was going in their Honda Civic Car (AFT-360), when the speeding trailer-truck (JT-5369) collided with an electricity pole over the ICI Bridge and after losing balance fell over the car.


All four occupants of the car died on the spot while the truck driver and cleaner of the vehicle escaped from the scene, police and eyewitnesses said.


Following the incident, rescue teams from different organisations including Edhi and Chippa as well as the police and common people rushed to the spot and carried out rescue work.


Heavy machinery and gas cutters were used to lift the container fell on the car and to cut the body of the vehicle to retrieve the bodies.


The bodies of all four victims were later shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) for legal formalities, from where they were sent to Hyderabad.


The driver of the trailer Abdus Shakoor first escaped from the scene, but later surrendered himself to the police. The Jackson police registered a case (528/09) under sections 320 and 427 and 528 against the driver Shakoor.


Senior Supervisory Officer (SPO) Keamari, DSP Javaid Iqbal Bhatti, said that the FIR had to be lodged late owing to the jurisdiction issue among Dock, Jackson and Keamari police stations. The police have impounded the trailer.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 24/07/2009)
Transporters announce nationwide strike from Aug 5

Transporters have vowed to observe an indefinite nationwide strike from August 5 against the indiscriminate increase in the prices of petroleum products. This was decided at a recent meeting of transporters.


Karachi Transport Ittihad (KTI) President Irshad Bukhari told The News that if the prices of diesel were not reduced in the next review on July 31, the nationwide indefinite strike will begin from August 5.

“The reduction in diesel prices by at least Rs4 is a must,” he said. The strike call has gained further credence after the successful July 14 strike by transporters in Karachi.

Goods Transporters’ Association President Khalid Khan said that the increased prices of diesel were really hurting all transporters and increasing fares were not favourable for any of the stakeholders as it compounded the price hikes of almost everything.


The unique aspect of the strike this time round is that they have finally managed to put their differences aside and united under their banner of demands.


While it may be a signal of intent from the transporters, it has failed to move the government, Khan said that transporters have had their differences before, a similar strike announced last year bore little fruit and cracks appeared between the associations.


He suggested that the drama that followed the Supreme Court’s ruling to overturn the increase in prices of petroleum products, swiftly countered by a presidential order, seems to have been a uniting factor for the transporters.


Irshad Bukhari told The News that in previous times transporters never did their homework, and thus suffered. “For the July 14 strike, we did our complete homework, sent our workers to each of the 15 transporters associations in Karachi and convinced them that we represented their interests,” he said.


He said that similar preparations were under way for an indefinite strike from August 5, provided the government did not reduce the prices of diesel.


Bukhari, while spelling out the list of demands and problems being faced by the transporters, said that the reduction of diesel prices was of primary concern, while the unpaid dues of vehicles torched in the aftermath of nationwide riots in December 2007, and the compensation money for 11 murdered drivers was also of great concern for them. He said that they had already observed three strikes during the tenure of the Pakistan People’s Party government, but to no avail. Numerous meetings with the provincial transport minister, chief minister and pledges from both offices have been nothing more than words, he said.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-13, 24/07/2009)
4 of a family crushed to death under truck’s container

Karachi: A couple and their two children were killed when their car was crushed under a truck carrying a container at ICI Bridge.
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A speedy truck bearing registration number JT-5369 first hit a roadside pole at ICI Bridge and then overturned, crushing a car bearing registration number AFT-360.


The car was completely destroyed due to the immense weight of the container on the truck.


The occupants of the car, 45-year-old Adam Khan Laghari, his wife Dr Asma and their two sons 14-year-old Muhammad Ahmed and 12-year-old Muhammad Faraz died on the spot.


People gathered on the spot were unable to lift the heavy container and a crane and other machines were used for this purpose.

The bodies were shifted to the Civil Hospital Karachi. The driver of the truck Shakoor s/o Hussain Shah, fled from the scene but later handed himself over to the police, which registered an FIR no 528/2009. The family resided in the Boat Basin areas and originally hailed from Hyderabad. Dr Asma used to work as Keamari Town Health Office. 


Following the incident, the Keamari, Docks and Jackson police stations had a dispute over which police station’s jurisdiction did the incident take place in. However, on the intervention of superior police officials, the Jackson police registered a case against the driver. Senior Supervisory Officer Keamari DSP Javaid Iqbal Bhatti regretted that the registration of the FIR was delayed over the jurisdiction issue.


Eyewitnesses said there was no traffic policeman in sight where the incident took place, and the police arrived at the spot more than half an hour after the accident.


SSP Traffic Waqar Mallah suspended SO Kawaj Muhammad, ASI Muhammad Raza and Head Constable Muhammad Ramzan after demoting them and also suspended three constables Ashiq Ali, Ansar and Inayat over negligence. 

An eyewitness at the spot said that the lady victim was still alive when the crane lifted the container and she could have been saved if timely efforts were made. 
(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 24/07/2009)

Oil import bill shrinks by 17pc

ISLAMABAD, July 25: Pakistan’s oil import bill fell by over 17 per cent in 2008-09 over the previous year, declining to $9.509 billion from $11.462 billion spent earlier. The decline gave room to the government for trimming the current account deficit and easing pressure on foreign currency reserves. 


The oil bill swelled to its highest level after crude prices touched $147 per barrel in 2007-08, which have since nose-dived to around $60 per barrel. 

Imports of petroleum products fell by 11.62 per cent to $5.515 billion against $6.24 billion last year. However, the import of crude oil declined by 23.51 per cent to $3.994 billion as against $5.222 billion over the past year. 


During the same period, the current account deficit, too, saw a downward trend. The pressure on the health of rupee was also released to a greater extent. 


Above all, this year the trade deficit also contracted to $17 billion from $20.913 billion last year, a substantial decline because of the decrease in overall import bill. 


The second biggest component of the import bill was the import of machinery group, which recorded a negative growth of 10.50 per cent to $6.594 billion during 2008-09 against $7.368 billion over the same period. 


Of these, the import of office machinery declined by 15 per cent, textile machinery 51 per cent, agricultural machinery and implements 23 per cent, other machinery 10 per cent. 


The import of telecom sector also declined by 57 per cent. Of the import of mobile phones declined by 76 per cent and other apparatus 47 per cent during the year under review. 


However, the import of power generating machinery up by 48 per cent, construction machinery 6.29 per cent and electrical machinery 1.44 per cent during the year under review. 


The import bill of consumer goods slightly decreased by 1.76 per cent during 2008-09 to $4.136 billion from $4.211 billion last year. 


Of these, the import of milk products decreased by 2.43 per cent, spices 16.84 per cent, soybean oil 15.22 per cent, palm oil 13 per cent, and other products 12 per cent. 


However, import of sugar increased by 285 per cent, pulses 17 per cent, tea 10 per cent, dry fruits 5.58 per cent and wheat 23 per cent during the year under review. 


The import of transport group also declined by 41 per cent, to $1.339 billion in 2008-09 from $2.274 billion last year. The import of both CKD/SKD and CBU conditions vehicles recorded a negative growth in imports. 


Imports of textile group dipped by 28.98 per cent to $1.657 billion during the period under review against $2.334 billion in last year. 


The import of agriculture and other chemical groups also declined by 9.85 percent to $5.230 billion during the year under review as against $5.801 billion over the last year. However, the import bill of metals increased by 1.77 per cent to $2.754 billion during the year against $2.706 billion over last year.

(By Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn-1, 26/07/2009)

Quarterly report on accidents

Over 300 killed, 1,300 maimed on roads

KARACHI, July 26: More than 300 people lost their lives in road accidents in the city during the first three months of the year, which is 15 per cent higher than last year’s corresponding period. 


The road traffic injury research and prevention centre working at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre in its quarterly report cited public unawareness, lack of pedestrian bridges at sensitive crossings and serious violations of traffic rules mostly by commercial transport for the accidents. 


Based on the facts and figures of accidents reported at the city’s trauma centres between Jan 1 and March 31 this year, the report stated that 304 people died in the accidents and 1,377 people received serious injuries, becoming almost paralysed for life. 


Injury status of the casualties was assessed on the international injury scaling system of the Abbreviated Injury Score (AIS) and the Revised Trauma Score (RTS) and graded accordingly by the research assistants. 

“Of the total 304 fatalities, 48 per cent were pedestrians, 30 per cent motorcycle riders, 16 per cent passengers and four per cent drivers.” 


This year, the number of deaths of pedestrians rose by 40 per cent and passengers by 33 per cent while the fatal accidents of drivers and motorcycle riders rose by three and 10 per cent respectively. 


Since the demographics, time, location, vehicles involved and immediate causes of accidents were collated along with 15 other specifications while compiling the report, the researchers clearly mentioned a few of the most vulnerable roads in the city for accidents involving pedestrians. Unavailability of the required infrastructure was a major cause of accidents in these areas, they pointed out. 


Mauripur Road: a death trap 

The report states, “The most vulnerable is Mauripur Road, which urgently needs provision of pedestrian facilities. Among all urban arteries of Karachi, Mauripur tops with (a ratio of) eight fatalities per kilometre. In 2008 alone, 38 people died in accidents on this road.” 


The researchers suggested that the entire Mauripur Road, which is one of the city’s busiest roads, be properly fenced to discourage jaywalkers from crossing it along with installation of overhead bridges. It was found that ill-maintained footpaths and open manholes on the thoroughfare had also made this road a death trap. 


When the relevant departments were approached for their versions on the installation of pedestrian bridges on the road, the city government and the National Highway Authority were found to be at odds over the area of responsibility. While the dispute over the remit has halted the infrastructure’s development, pedestrians continue to be the main victims of accidents on Mauripur Road. 


Referring to last year’s data of casualties caused by road accidents, a source said that 60 per cent of the fatalities on Mauripur Road involved pedestrians. Poor maintenance and absence of street-lights was also found to be one of the major causes of road accidents, as 25 per cent of victims met accidents in the dark.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 27/07/2009)

CDGK to bring 50 CNG buses on the roads today

City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is all set to launch 50 environment-friendly CNG buses by today (July 27) as all necessary steps have been taken in this regard. 


Hino of Japan has already delivered 25 buses to CDGK which are now parked at the designated bus terminal at Surjani Town and Korean company Daewoo has started delivering the 25 buses out of which 15 have already been received and the remaining 10 will be delivered before the launching ceremony. 


Earlier these buses were scheduled to be launched by the first week of this month. However, due to delay in getting the delivery of 25 buses from Daewoo, the project was delayed. The city government got the delivery of 25 buses of Hino on June 30.


The District Officer, Public Transport Management Operation and Regulation, Muhammad Athar informed The News that two routes for these buses have been planned. One, he said, would be from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower and the other from Surjani to Korangi.


He said that the services of these CNG buses would also be made operational one of which would start from Gulshan-e-Maymar to Surjani Town and other one would ply from Surjani Town to Liaquatabad No.10.

He said that the two routes would have 100 designated bus stops. 


This pilot project is directly financed by the city government through its own resources. According to the city government department concerned, the cost of the 50 CNG is Rs218 million. Each of these buses would have a capacity for 80 passengers, 44 seated and the remaining standing. 


Athar informed The News that depending on the availability of funds every year more buses may be inducted in the fleet. “In my opinion, a minimum of 100 CNG buses would be added every year if funds are available,” he said.

He said that the city government has also appointed five CNG stations for these buses. 

“The operators of the buses would have nothing to do with money collection as the e-ticketing has also been outsourced,” he added. 

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 27/07/2009)
Container crushes a young family

ONE is grief-striciken at the loss of this young and highly accomplished Leghari family. My heartfelt condolences to the extended family and near and dear ones. Unfortunately this is neither the first nor the last such incident. 


Heavy vehicles, particularly container carirers and the infamous dumpers, require special education in addition to conventional training. They are for a different kind of environment and to be honest a different type of people. 


Drivers who have been used to Bedford trucks, which requires brute force to steer and brake, have been handed these vehicles with automised systems. They have to be driven by the brain and are so heavy and lethal to be handed to the present lot of drivers. 


Since numerous such incidents have already occurred, all these vehicles should be stopped from operating until competence of the operators is ascertaned. 

Further, the punishment must match the offence and the owners who employ unqualified drivers and encourage speeding must also be substantially penalised. 


Cosmetic measures are not enough. It is time for action. Do a dozen vehicles have to be burnt before the authoriries will act? 


DR ARSHAD AHMED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 28/07/2009)

50 CNG buses on two routes launched

KARACHI, July 27: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan inaugurated on Monday a CNG bus project, saying that it was a gift for the citizens of Karachi and would ease their transport and pollution problems. 


In the first phase, the city government will run 50 CNG-powered buses on two different routes – originating from Surjani Town to Tower and to Korangi and back. 

“CNG buses were brought on the roads of Karachi in the past, too, but the latest fleet comprises the dedicated CNG buses and will certainly lead the project to success,” Dr Ibad said while speaking at the inauguration. 


He said the CDGK during the last four years had served all sections of the population, and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and his team deserved praise for it. “Karachi is the most important part of the country and the city nazim has ensured with his utmost dedication that the city keep the wheels moving,” he added. 


After unveiling a plaque at a CNG bus terminal in Surjani Town, the governor inspected the facility and buses and also travelled with the city nazim for three kilometres by getting e-tickets. 


In his speech, Syed Mustafa Kamal blamed the bureaucracy for the absence of a mass-transit system in Karachi. 


He appealed to President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani to take to task the bureaucracy for its failure to introduce the system, and help stop bureaucrats from creating impediments in the city’s development projects. 


The nazim said the CNG bus project was funded by the city government. “We have spent Rs250 million on the purchase of these CNG buses while we have also allocated funds for the purchase of another fleet of 100 buses in the next budget,” he said.

(Dawn-13, 28/07/2009)

CNG buses pilot project gets going


KARACHI: The CNG buses pilot project, worth Rs 250 million, was launched on Monday.


[image: image3.jpg]


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal inaugurated the project in Sarjani Town.


There would be 50 CNG buses covering two routes initially. Two different manufacturers, each providing 25 buses, have made these CNG buses locally. The CDGK has already paid the full cost for the buses. 


The purpose of putting CNG buses on the roads is to ensure that the citizens were provided with an urbanised transport system and in this regard, the CDGK has already started operating an e-ticketing facility, as these buses will not have conductors. The passengers will be able to buy travelling coupons from e-ticket booths established at different locations on the prescribed routes.


Talking to the media on the inauguration ceremony, the governor said that Kamal has proved that he is a true leader who has served the citizens with great fervour and spirit. Today, he has achieved one more of his goals by providing citizens with CNG buses.


In his address, Kamal appealed to President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani to help stop bureaucracy, at the federal and provincial levels, from creating impediments in the city’s development projects.


It is pertinent to mention that the federal government had announced a countrywide plan for putting CNG buses on the roads, with a total cost of Rs 2.5 billion for 8,000 buses (5,000 large CNG busses and 3,000 small CNG buses), out of which 800 were set aside for Karachi but initially only 500 were supposed to run in the city. However, the project could not start, following which the city nazim drew a plan for running CNG buses in Karachi under a self-reliance programme.

(DailyTimes-B1, 28/07/2009)

13-km-long road opened

KARACHI, July 28: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan announced on Tuesday that work on the Mass Transit System would begin as soon as technical hitches in the way of the project had been removed after directives were issued by President Asif Ali Zardari. 


Speaking at a ceremony at the Malir Cantonment after inaugurating the 12.6-kilometre-long road linking the Superhighway to Sharea Faisal, he described the new road as a great gift for the people of the country. The road, he said, would facilitate travel and traffic flow after it was linked with Corridor III. 


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal accompanied the governor. 


Earlier the governor and the city nazim unveiled the plaque at the junction of the Superhighway toll plaza and Malir Cantt. 


Base Commander of Malir Brig Nusrat Hayat, DCO Javed Hanif Khan, MNAs, MPAs, town nazims, EDOs and a large number of people were also present on the occasion. 


The governor said this was one of those projects which suffered delays because of various factors. However, at various stages, three former corps commanders, the Malir GCO and other officers played important roles for continuing the project and leading it to completion. The funding problem was solved by former president Pervez Musharraf, he added. 


The governor felicitated Nazim Mustafa Kamal and his team, saying that Corridors I and II and other mega projects were completed under his leadership while Corridor III was also in the final stage of completion. 


He announced that all projects, including the Elevated Expressway and Mass Transit, would also see completion. 


Earlier, addressing the ceremony City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said this project was funded by the federal government and had cost Rs1.2 billion. 


He said the project was started before his becoming nazim. However, the governor had remained a part of this project from the beginning and it reached completion because of his special efforts and people got a major facility.

(Dawn-15, 29/07/2009)

The beginning of a transport revolution?

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) launched its CNG bus project at Surjani Town on Monday, with a fleet of 50 buses introduced as part of the new government-owned service ready to ply on two routes – from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower, and from Surjani to Korangi. 


Speaking at the occasion, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal revealed that the city government has made provision for another 100 CNG buses in its current budget. He said that no city government anywhere in the world could develop a mass transit system with its own resources, as this kind of project was generally considered a multi-million dollar one and was always financed by the federal government. However, CDGK had managed to attain the task.


Kamal said that this was for the first time that fully dedicated CNG buses had been launched in the city. He said that these CNG buses had been purchased with Karachiites’ money, and now it was up to the citizens to safeguard them. 


He said that in 2005, the federal government had approved a project of procuring 8,000 buses for the city at a cost of Rs5 billion. He narrated how the present regime took that particular project from the planning division, and gave it to the ministry of environment. However, the environment ministry took almost a year to develop an understanding about the dynamics of the project and finally allocated Rs2.5 billion for 4,000 buses, but this amount could not be released.


He said that a provincial minister had asked the federal government to hand over the project to the provincial government on the grounds that the work of the city government was to manage “dusting” and “removing hurdles from sewerage lines”.


Kamal said that later on, the Sindh Mass Transit Authority was formulated, which tried to own the buses’ project. He said that the Asian Development Bank (ADB) had allocated $800 million for Rapid Bus System and Mass Transit System, however it deferred the release of funding to the newly-established body on the grounds that it lacked the required expertise. Later on, he said, the president and the prime minister de-notified the Sindh Mass Transit Authority on their recommendations.


The city Nazim said that the intentions of the prime minister and the president were “positive” but the bureaucracy was not cooperating with the city government. He appealed to the president and prime minister to take steps against those bureaucrats who were creating hurdles against developmental project launched in Karachi. 


He also slated the provincial government for not cooperating with the city government regarding the completion of many of its projects. “On the directions of MQM Chief Altaf Hussain, are not highlighting differences with the provincial government,” he said.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad, speaking at the occasion, congratulated the city Nazim and his team on the launching of the bus service, but said that the government should take action against those bureaucrats who create hurdles in developmental works aimed at facilitating the masses. 


He said that the president and the prime minister should materialise such projects immediately so that people could be provided with some relief.


Ebad said that for the first time, dedicated CNG buses had been introduced in the city. According to him, some time ago, buses were introduced in the city, but they were on dual fuel systems. He also paid tribute to the Nazim, sauing that Karachi was the most important part of Pakistan and credit goes to Kamal for keeping its wheels moving.

(The News-13, 28/07/2009)
Man dies after falling off bus roof

Saqib fell to his death in Korangi. The police said that Saqib was travelling on the roof of a minibus of route F-2. He was going to his house in Akhtar Colony. The police arrested the bus driver.


In yet another case, eight-year-old Salman Hussain drowned in a pond in a farmhouse in the Steel Town police limits. The police said that Hussain was playing in the Taifi Farmhouse when he slipped in the pond and drowned. Divers recovered his body later. He was a resident of Gulistan-e-Jauhar, and had gone to the farmhouse with his family. A case was reported at the police station.


Meanwhile, 31-year-old Asiya, wife of Saifur Rehman, succumbed to burn injuries at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK). She was admitted at the hospital four days ago.


The police sources said that Asiya was a resident of Mohabbat Nagar, Malir. She was cooking food when her clothes suddenly caught fire. The deceased leaves behind a widower and four children. A case was reported at the police station.

(The News-14, 29/07/2009)
Hawkesbay Road causing great deal of traffic problems

The bad condition of the Hawkesbay Road in SITE is causing a great deal of traffic problems for transporters and motorists alike. Since the rains on July 18, parts of the road are still submerged and the rest have not been tended to for a long time.


Traffic jams are an almost daily affair on the road as it leads to the Truck Stand of the city where almost all heavy goods transport vehicles and many buses have their last destination. The load borne by this road is immense and requires special care.


According to a press release issued by the Karachi Goods Carriers Association (KGCA), traffic jams are caused by the large presence of heavy vehicles on the road. It said that the residents of the areas and the transporters face a great deal of difficulty in negotiating this important stretch of the road.

It further said that the situation had worsened after the last rains as many large potholes had developed on this road. This causes heavy vehicles such as trucks and trailers to turn over and fall, thereby blocking the road for hours.


On Tuesday, a trailer loaded with fertiliser fell on its side, which caused traffic jam during the day on the road. The traffic later resumed after the road was cleared.


The delays are also causing the loss of millions of rupees as perishable goods are ruined during the long wait for the traffic to clear up.


The press release issued an appeal to the relevant authorities to take concrete steps to resolve the important issue of improving this road on an emergency basis.

(The News-14, 29/07/2009)
Light Train Transport project not feasible for Karachi

The Karachi Light Train Transport (LTT) project (from Sohrab Goth to Tower) will not be feasible for Karachi due its high costs, limited expectations of use and its failure in other countries, experts have said. The government, meanwhile, has been working to expedite the first phase of the project.


Official sources told The News that the federal government had recently sought a progress report and implementation status of the LTT, which was being pursued by the Sindh government through the transport department.


They said that the Sindh Planning and Development Department had written to the federal government recently to consider providing a “sovereign guarantee” for pursuing international competitive bids for the project on a Build-Operate-Own (BOO) basis.


A meeting, chaired by the Sindh additional chief secretary Sindh, also decided to involve the Infrastructure Project Development Facility (IPDF) of the federal government to seek their views for processing the project further, and finding donor support. A representative of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) informed the participants of the meeting that they were also considering a call for Expression of Interest (EoI) in the matter.


Another meeting between officials of the provincial government and the CDGK was held recently, in which the Karachi Mass Transit Cell official said that the IPDF has been requested to provide a “transition advisor” for the preparation of documents and feasibility reports to facilitate international investors for the implementation of the project.


Meanwhile, Dr Noman Ahmed, chairman of the department of architecture and planning at the NED University of Engineering and Technology, said that many complications are involved in an elevated LTT. He said that it would require massive investment and its utility would be limited. Experience in Manila and Kuala Lumpur had revealed that its fare would also be high. He was of the opinion that on account of these reasons, the LTT might “become a liability for the government”.


Buses will be more feasible instead, Dr Ahmed said. He recalled that City Nazim Mustafa Kamal had announced that 8,000 buses would be imported to address traffic problems. Subsequently, it was stated that some buses would be assembled and manufactured here but so far, progress on the project was slow, he said.


Dr Ahmed said that the government should take into consideration the transportation problem of white-collar workers. He said that there were an estimated one million bike-riders in the city and if they were provided better alternative for their work commutes, they would prefer it. He said that traffic problems would be reduced greatly if the government focuses on University Road, SITE and Korangi Road.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-19, 29/07/2009)
CDGK CNG buses

Transporters react strongly; stop buses

A few transporters, whose buses ply on the same route as that of the newly-inducted CNG buses of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), are attempting to block the bus service through strong-arm tactics, The News learnt on Thursday.


The drivers and conductors of two minibuses (Niaz Coach and Khan Coach) attempted to block the CNG bus service at Patel Para, Business Recorder Road on Thursday. Passengers on board one of these coaches informed The News that the operators of the coaches also attempted to force two female passengers off the CDGK bus. He said the operators of the coaches were furious and hurled brazen threats and said that either they would ply on the route or the CDGK buses would.


It was learnt that transporters are also attempting to block the CNG buses from Surjani Town where the CNG buses terminal is situated.


Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) President Irshad Bukhari strongly condemned this strategy. “I am ashamed of such tactics and I shall take action against transporters involved in that practice by cancelling their KTI membership,” he said.


He suggested that the fare of the CNG buses should be fixed at a little higher than the current fares to make the project commercially successful. “I appreciate the efforts of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal who took this initiative, and I extend my fullest cooperation to him to make this project successful,” he said.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 31/07/2009)
CNG buses collect Rs239,000 revenue in a single day

The CNG buses of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) collected Rs239,000 through e-ticketing on a single operational route (from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower) in a single day.


According to available data collected on Wednesday, 16,000 passengers travelled via these newly-launched buses and paid for their ticket through the computerised system. A CDGK official revealed that the buses made 84 trips from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower, and only 20 CNG buses plied the road on Wednesday.


District Officer (DO) Public Transport Management Operation and Regulation, Muhammad Athar, informed The News on Thursday that currently, one route of the buses had been made operational. He said the second route (from Surjani Town to Korgani) would be made operational by August 5.


Likewise, he said, the shuttle service from Gulshan-e-Maymar to Surjani Town and Gulshan-e-Maymar to Liaquatabad No.10 would also be made operational the same day.


He said that the launched buses made a single trip in three hours during peak times, and during off-peak-hours they made a single trip in two-and-a-half hours.


He said that 16,000 passengers travelled through these buses from 6:00am to midnight. The operators of the buses had been made bound to make a bus available at bus stops every eight minutes. He said that according to the directives of CDGK overcrowding in the buses was strictly forbidden and there was no question of travelling on the roofs of the buses.


A maximum of 80 passengers could travel in the newly-launched bus with a seating capacity of 44. The CDGK will monitor the revenue collection over the internet, and money collected through e-ticketing booths will be added to the CDGK account the following day.


He said that currently only one option of getting e-ticketing was available which the passengers could get though cash payment from the established booths. Fifty-two e-ticketing booths were currently operational and after making the second route of the buses operational, 100 booths will start working. Athar said that the CDGK will also introduce chargeable cards for passengers from Monday. Holders of Rs100 cards will get a credit of Rs105, while holders of Rs200 cards will get a Rs210 balance. Likewise, holders of Rs300 cards will get a credit of Rs315. 

(The News-13, 31/07/2009)
AUGUST

CDGK to extend CNG bus service to far-flung areas

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) aims to extend the CNG bus service to far-flung areas of the city in the next stage, said Transport & Communication Executive District Officer (EDO) Iftikhar Qaimkhani while briefing journalists about the CNG Bus Project at his office on Saturday. 


“The CDGK has allocated Rs500 million in the current budget for procurement of another 100 CNG buses. There are 50 CNG buses which are already plying on two routes in Karachi under a pilot project which has cost Rs250 million, he said. 


Qaimkhani said that the city currently needed 5,000 buses in the public transport sector, and while the current strength of CNG buses did not cater to this requirement, it should be recognised as a model project and the beginning of change in the transport culture. He said that the City Nazim has a vision to change and upgrade the culture of public transportation in Karachi, and the city government was also considering initiating work on the Expressway Project.

He said that the city government will welcome all organisations, whether in the government sector or in the private sector, who want to run CNG buses under this model. “They would be provided with all facilities,” he said. 


The EDO transport said that the city Nazim desires that the public transport system should attain the trust of citizens of Karachi, and that the buses operate according to a strict timetable. He said that more than 700 educated youngsters had been given jobs under the CNG bus project, while smart cards with denominations of 300, 200 and 100 rupees have been issued. He said that the bus drivers also received training and have been bound to stop the buses only at the designated points. 

(The News-14, 02/08/2009)
Transporters seek 10pc more cut in oil prices

Karachi Transport Action Committee and Anjuman-e-Ettehad Bus Malikan Karachi President Mohammad Ashraf Benglori, other leaders Chaudhry Mazhar Hussain, Lala Sultan and Tanzeem Khan have lashed out at the government for not reducing oil prices as per decline in the international market.


The recent cut in the prices of petroleum products is meager which needs to be strongly condemned, the transport community leaders said in a statement issued on Sunday. They said that the government should further slash diesel and petrol prices by eight to 10 per cent to meet cut ratio in the international oil market.


The transporters community leaders asked the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) to order the government for reasonable reduction in the prices of petroleum products as the country is facing high inflation.

“The government raises prices of oil in the country by Rs6 to Rs8 per litre whenever a slight rise in the international petrol prices occurs but does not reduce their rates as global oil rates fall, they pointed out.


The oil prices in the international market declined to a larger level but the government has reduced them by only over Re1 which is nothing but the mockery of the people.


They appealed to the SCP to provide relief to the people by ordering cut in oil prices like resolving other public issues.

(The News-14, 03/08/2009)
Slow response of utilities causing delay in SFC-III

The delay in the completion of Signal Free Corridor (SFC)-III, especially in the construction of elevated u-turns at Safari Park and at Metro, has been due to ‘the slow reaction’ of utilities, said Engr. Taha of the Works and Services Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


Taha, who is the in-charge of the construction of the bridge at Samama Shopping mall, said that despite their best efforts to coordinate with other utility services, including the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC), Sui Gas, and Pakistan Telecommunciations Corporation Limited (PTCL), the lethargy shown by these utilities delayed the project. “Work started on March 22. If there had been no problems, I would have completed my work in a total of three working months. However, this is the fourth working month, and there is still much to do.” 


“The Samama Bridge, being built at a cost of 250 million rupees, was put up in just 76 days. 

However, it cannot be termed complete till the service lane adjacent to it is not finished.” It is here, according to Taha, that problems begin to surface: the KWSB needs to replace a 24-inch line from Safari Park to Samama. Until and unless that line is not installed, the road cannot be completed, carpeted, and the valves, drains, and manholes cannot be aligned. 


Then there is the Rs22million-worth elevated u-turn at Safari Park and the Rs16million-worth elevated u-turn at Abul Hasan Ispahani road. Work on these u-turns stalled due to hindrances in land acquisition near Madhu Goth from the Land authority, while there were delays with the KESC, as work on power lines that needed to be moved commences as late as July 26.


Then there were also problems with strikes, especially those of transportation, but perhaps the biggest impediment was the damage caused by torrential downpour in the city, due to which works at some parts had to be redone. Residents had to face the brunt of the inconvenience, as both tracks of University Road in Block 11 have been upended and there is only one entry and exit point for the area. 


“Had there been no strikes, rains, I can assure you that the project would have been completed in three working months,” Taha said.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-20, 07/08/2009)
Motorcyclist killed by dumper

KARACHI, Aug 8: A 50-year-old man, the father of four, was killed on Saturday when his motorcycle was hit by a fast-moving dumper near the Jinnah Bridge at Keamari, witnesses and police said. 


The witnesses said that the victim, identified as Najeeb Aftab, a resident of DHA, Phase VII, was killed instantly as his motorcycle was run over under the rear wheels of the dumper. 


The Jackson police said that the dumper driver, Taj Mulla, was arrested on the spot and his vehicle impounded. 

They said that the victim was a clearing and forwarding agent and was riding to his office at around 10.45am when he met with the accident. 


They said that a case (FIR 559/2009) was registered against the dumper driver under Sections 320 (causing death by reckless or negligent driving) and 427 (causing damage to the property) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Nadeem Aftab. 


The police said that the body was later handed over to the victim’s brother after medico-legal formalities at the Civil Hospital Karachi. 


Boy crushed to death 

A young unidentified boy was crushed to death under the wheels of a fast-moving bus in DHA, Phase I. 

The Defence police said that the victim was crossing the road when he was run over by a bus of the route 17-J in the morning. 

They said that the police arrested the bus driver, Syed Arshad Ali, and booked him in a case (FIR 410/2009) under Section 320 of the PPC on behalf of the state. 


The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for medico-legal proceedings. Hospital sources said that the victim, clad in white trousers and a cream shirt, appeared to be in his mid-teens. 

The police said that the body was later kept at the Edhi morgue as the victim boy remained unidentified till late.

(Dawn-13, 09/08/2009)

New DHA project still at planning stage, Sepa told

KARACHI, Aug 9: The Defence Housing Authority has assured the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) that it would comply with all environmental laws of the country and would submit an environmental impact assessment report (EIA) for its DHA City project before the commencement of construction or operation of the project. 


The advertisement campaign for DHA City, the residential-cum-commercial estate of the DHA along the Superhighway, was part of the planning and feasibility study of the project, Sepa director-general Naeem A. Mughal told Dawn. He said that two senior officials of the DHA had called him on Thursday to inform him about the development status of the project. 


He said that in response to a Sepa letter dated Aug 3 to the DHA, they informed him that the DHA respected the country’s environmental laws and would meet all obligations remaining in close coordination with Sepa. 


The DHA also submitted the reply of the Sepa letter, he added. 


Mr Mughal said the DHA had also intimated him that the EIA report on the project in question would be submitted in due course to Sepa for getting the environmental clearance as required under Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. 


Earlier, Sepa had communicated to the DHA that although it had not submitted any environmental report regarding the commencement of its DHA City project, the authority started inviting applications from the general public, which would imply that the DHA had launched the project without complying with the legal requirements and had thus violated the related provisions of the PEPA, 1997. 


Referring to his recent meetings with DHA officials and relevant communications, the DG said that the DHA was of the view that no construction or operation of the project in question had commenced at the site, therefore, the question of violating the laws did not arise. 


Mr Mughal said the DHA told him that work on the master plan of the project was in progress and the authority would give due consideration to all requirements of Sepa. 


Replying to another question, the Sepa DG said that the DHA officials had said that the advertisements and other campaigns related to the project were part of the planning and feasibility study of the project.

(Dawn-13, 10/08/2009)

Under-aged driver kills pedestrian

An under-aged driver ran over four pedestrians, killing at least one of them, on Sunday night in the Defence area. 


A 35-year-old unidentified man was crushed to death by the car driven by 15-year-old Waheed Baig in the Darakhshan police limits. SHO Darakhshan Raja Tariq said that the incident took place on Street-II, at the junction of Khayaban-e-Ittehad and Saba Avenue, Phase-VIII, DHA. 


Tariq said that on Sunday night four labourers were returning home after completing their work. As they were walking to their destination, the driver of a car, with licence plate number ADR-611, lost control of the vehicle and rammed it into the four labourers.


The public present at the scene caught the accused and shifted the injured labourers to the hospital. One of them, a 35-year-old unidentified labourer, died while the other three, identified as Mazhar, Ghulam Abbas and Shahbaz, were unconscious, but declared by doctors as being out of danger. 


SHO Tariq said that the police after completing the legal formalities had taken Baig into custody and asked for his home address, which was located in the same area where the accident took place. They called his father Naeem Baig, a businessman by profession. 


As the boy was underage, the police could not arrest him - therefore they booked his father in the said case. SHO Tariq added that the deceased and injured were the residents of Muzaffarabad Colony and Punjab Chowrangi areas.

(The News-13, 10/08/2009)
‘1,600 CNG buses to arrive this year’

KARACHI, Aug 10: The federal government has approved the project of CNG buses for Karachi under which 1,600 buses will start plying city roads during the current year, said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. 

Speaking at a press conference here on Monday, he said that the federal government also approved a loaning programme under which it would provide a subsidy amounting to Rs300 million to the operators of CNG buses. 

He said that the CNG bus project was part of the Karachi Mass Transit Programme. 

He said that the city government would also bring in 100 more CNG buses with its own resources. 


The nazim, who recently attended a meeting chaired by Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin on the issue, said that the meeting reviewed the details and required financing strategies of the project. 


He said that the meeting decided that the finance division would transfer funds for the purpose of the Rs300 million subsidy to the State Bank of Pakistan on Tuesday. 
He said that an investment to the tune of Rs3 billion was expected from the bus operators under the public-private partnership programme during the current year. 


Mr Kamal, however, made it clear that only those companies which would have a fleet of minimum 25 CNG buses would be allowed to launch their operation and they would ply their buses on routes already identified by the city government.

(Dawn-13, 11/08/2009)

1,600 CNG buses on Karachi roads soon

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the federal government has approved a new CNG bus project for Karachi, under which 1600 buses will start plying on roads this year, while the city government will also bring in another 100 buses with its own resources. 


Addressing a hurriedly-arranged press conference on Monday evening after the meeting of the federal government chaired by Federal Finance Minister Shaukat Tareen at the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Kamal said that that the meeting decided that the State Bank would be issuing a subsidy of Rs300million for this project on Tuesday and the Finance Department will transfer the funds to SBP. He said that all details of the new CNG bus project for Karachi were approved during the meeting.


Kamal informed media representatives that a total investment of Rs3 billion would be made in the CNG buses project during the current year. He said the Ministry of Petroleum and the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) has already sanctioned the quota for running of CNG buses in Karachi. The city government had also approved a modus operandi for the project, under which only those companies who can run a fleet of a minimum of 25 buses, would be allowed to benefit from the scheme. The city Nazim also said that meetings would be held on the 17th and 24th of August for the implementation of the Karachi Circular Railway and Bus Rapid System schemes for Karachi.

(The News-13, 11/08/2009)
50pc subsidy being granted on single route

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is subsidising the cost of travelling through CNG buses by about 50 per cent in an attempt to establish its route from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower, The News has learnt.


CDGK Public Transport Management Operation and Regulation District Officer (DO) Muhammad Athar told The News that according to the available data, the city government is currently collecting an average of Rs145,000 from a single route plying from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower in a single day. However, he said, the operational cost on a single route which is being paid by the city government is around Rs300,000 – a gap being fulfilled by the CDGK.


Athar said that generally it takes a month to establish a bus route. He said the first route of the buses from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower has been established now as it was made fully operational on July 29. However, the second route from Surjani Town to Korangi will take time as it is more recent. 


He said that the city government is hopeful that the ratio of subsidy would decrease to 30 or 40 percent after a month or so when the routes of the CNG buses are properly established. According to the DO, the project is at initial stages but the revenue collection from it would certainly swell when citizens become accustomed to the routes. He informed that an awareness campaign for the masses regarding the bus service would soon be launched with the help of the media. “Once the new culture and pattern is well-established then we would like to facilitate the private sector to come forward and invest in public transport,” he said. 


Athar added that nothing is at stake for rival transporters due to the launch of the buses by the city government, except that their margin of profit would decrease to an extent. He said that once the project is successful, there would be an expansion of the fleet of CNG buses, which would decrease the current overcrowding in public transport. “People from other parts of the city are already demanding that their areas, such as Gulshan-e-Hadeed, Orangi Town, Patel Para, Shahra-e-Faisal and Gulistan-e-Johar etc, should also be connected with the routes of CNG buses.”


In 2002 around 350 buses under the name of Urban Transport Service (UTS) were introduced in the city. The general public had appreciated and liked that bus service at that time. However, with the passage of time UTS buses vanished on their respective routes and now only about 70 of these buses are plying on thoroughfares.


The DO Public Transport however clarified that UTS was not the scheme of the city government. “The UTS was basically a project of the Provincial Sindh Transport Department, and it was decided that the city government will only be responsible to execute the project besides developing the routes,” he said. He added that surprisingly the banks who were involved in issuance of loans in this context failed to recover the installments that ultimately led to failure of the project.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-19, 11/08/2009)
Can reckless teenagers be booked for intentional murder?

Sunday’s night incident when an underage driver crushed a person to death and injured three other people has raised many questions regarding how or why children are allowed to drive and endanger people’s lives in the presence of the traffic police and other law-enforcing personnel.


Sixteen-years-old Waheed Baig, son of Naeem Baig, ran over four pedestrians in the Darakhshan police station limits. Three were injured, while one, identified as 46-year-old Muhammad Sadiq, was killed. The police have arrested Baig, and registered an FIR against him and his father.


The three injured people, identified as Shahbaz, Ghulam Bux and Mazhar, are under treatment at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). The condition of one of them is said to be critical, and he has been admitted at the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the hospital, the police told The News on Monday.


According to the traffic police, some 1,200 underage drivers were fined Rs350 each during the last eight months for driving without a license.Legal experts are of the opinion that any teenager who has not obtained a driving license due to age restrictions is liable to be booked for “intentional murder” if he or she kills someone due to careless driving.


Sindh Bar Council Vice-Chairman Mehmood-ul-Hassan believes that anyone who is not an adult, but has killed someone due to reckless driving, is liable to be booked under Section 302 of the Pakistan Panel Code (PPC). Prominent legal expert, Salahuddin Gandapur, thought the same. “Such cases should be registered under Section 302, but the police generally do not do so,” he said.


He urged the traffic police to pursue underage driving cases properly, and try to get them to session courts instead to imposing negligible fines on them.


Deputy Inspector General Police (DIG) Khurram Gulzar held parents responsible for allowing underage children to drive on the roads. He said that Section 322 of the PPC was charged against such parents. It is a non-bailable offense, and carries a punishment of up to 10 years, and a fine of around Rs30,000. “The underage driver who kills someone due to his careless driving is booked under Section 320 of the PPC which is a bailable offense,” the DIG said.


He further said that he was aware of the fact that many children preferred to learn to drive in areas such as Darakhshan. After Sunday’s incident, however, four police mobiles, under the supervision of a DSP, have been deployed in the area to keep a check on underage driving.


Darakhshan Station House Officer (SHO) Raja Tariq said that an FIR (No. 478/09) has been registered against Waheed Baig and his father Naeem Baig under Sections 322, 337-G and 34 of the PPC. He said that the FIR could not be registered under Section 302, because the murder was not intentional. “This was a road accident,” SHO Tariq said, adding that both accused were in police custody and will be produced before the court on Tuesday for a remand.


The police registered the FIR following the complaint of Muhammad Ahsan, the brother of one of the injured people. All four victims, including the man who was killed, were relatives, the SHO said, adding that 16-year-old Waheed Baig is the student of first year and his father is the head of the department of some bank.


Waheed Baig was driving a Liana (ARD 611) and was accompanied by a few of his friends when the incident happened. The SHO said that this was the first case of this kind that he had seen after assuming charge of the Darakhshan police station. He further said that the accused party was desperate to reach a settlement with the victims’ families.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 11/08/2009)
Underage driving: who is to blame?

“I was only driving at 60 Km/hr only and I tried to hit the breaks,” said 15-year-old Waheed Baig, “but if the breaks did not work, how is the driver to be blamed?”


This incident has brought to the fore a problem that many stakeholders say is rampant in Karachi. Though parents vehemently deny that they allow their under-aged children to drive, most teenagers displayed an indifference towards the matter, conversely claiming that they have their parents’ permission. 


Samina Iqbal, a concerned mother who lives in the neighbourhood in which the accident occurred, pinned the blame on the parents of the under-aged driver for the entire incident. “Being a parent of a teenaged boy, I know how difficult it is to convince your child against driving when all his friends are doing it. My son insists, too, but my husband and I have drawn the line. Our son will only drive when he turns 18 and that too after he has attended driving school and received his permit.”


Explaining that the rate of accidents involving underage drivers is much higher than what it appears to be, Mrs Iqbal added that this incident was not the first of its kind, “accidents of the sort are rampant in this area, I’m amazed that this one actually made it to the news. Almost everyday, we see children from eighth grade onwards driving, who can barely even see through the windshield but it seems that their parents are oblivious.”


Daniyal, an underage driver, added that he has never been stopped by the traffic police, nor did his parents ever advise him against driving. “Yaar, this is Pakistan no one ever stops or checks.” When asked why he can’t regulate himself and avoid putting himself and others in harm’s way, Daniyal explained that he is a “good driver.” Who decides whether Daniyal is a “good driver”? “Me, myself and I!”


Farhan Anwar, an urban planner and member of Shehri-CBE, asserted that this is a matter of law and there is “no excuse” for what happened. However, he emphasised that the city planning, over all, has encouraged a motorist-friendly attitude rather than a public transport friendly environ. “However, that is no excuse for parents letting children drive when they are clearly incapable. This is not a law recognised only by our country, this is a universal law which holds significance everywhere and should be followed by everyone concerned.”


Hammad Hassan, a student of O levels, echoed similar sentiments. He believed that driving over to friends was okay as the public transport was “useless.”


Taha Hussain, aged 16, a student of International Baccalaureate, explained that this just something boys do – there is no peer pressure or compulsion to drive, he says, adding that they just do it because they want to. However, he goes on to condemn this trend saying, “I would like to fly a plane – but I don’t, because I can’t. It’s as simple as that.”

(By Shaza Nishat, The News-20, 11/08/2009)
Affected family appeals to govt to clamp down on underage driving

A man died and three others were injured when a car, driven by an under-aged boy, crashed into four labourers on Saba Avenue in the DHA on Sunday evening.


The people who were affected by the incident were a group of labourers belonging to the city of Sialkot who live in Manzoor colony. Abdul Razzak, the brother of one of the deceased labourers talking to The News said: “three of my family members were coming after finishing their work from a house when suddenly the car struck three of them and another passer-by, The passer-by who was not my relative died on the spot while my family members were taken to JPMC”. 


He further added that such an act had caused him and his family a lot of time and money, “My cousin, Shahbaz, has lost both his legs and is no longer able to work and my brother Abbas had a head injury and has just been operated I am here attending to them with my son. Up until now an amount Rs30,000 has been spent on them”, Razzak told The News. The doctors have asked the family of the deceased to wait for two days and then shift the patients to a private hospital.


“Although I don’t want to say that I need money to support my injured family members from the government because the opposing party whose car struck is also cooperating, but the point is that these were just laborers coming back after earning their bread and if the parents in the rich families and the govt continue to be negligent then God knows what will happen”, Abdul Razzak said.


Even though the crime of underage driving carries a severe penalty, such incidents keep on happening. “If a driver is found of underage driving then he is given a ten-year jail sentence plus the penalty of the incident which started the case such as a car accident”, Chouwdry Iqbal, a sub-inspector at Darakhshan Police station told The News.


He further added that if a child is driving without a license and is caught by the police, then both he and his father are taken into custody as the child is immature and, as such, the father is responsible for his actions. 


“Both the father and child are taken into custody and then it is the job of the court to decide as to whether just one of them or both of them should e punished. Same is the case with the above-noted incident, when Waheed Beg the son was arrested and as soon as his father came to get him out of trouble, he was also taken into custody, kept in jail and given to the court on August 11,” the sub-inspector added.


Talking about the delay between the time of the accident and the arrest, he said that the incident took place around 9 in the evening and the boy was taken into custody between 2 and 3 am. although the police had arrived on the crime scene the moment it occurred, the delay was due to the medico-legal complications involved in such a case when first the patient arrives in the hospital then a police case is registered.


He believed that nothing could be said for certain on the number of underage drivers because the absence of a driver’s license or the age of the driver is discovered only when an incident takes place or else the traffic keeps continues unnoticed.

(By Rafay Mahmood, The News-13, 12/08/2009)
A pitiful reflection of a railway station

Cantonment Railway Station in Karachi, commonly known as Cantt Station, was once regarded as a standard railway station. Today, it reflects a picture of apathy and indifference. 


“Cantt Station is the oldest railway station in Karachi, and about 35,000 passengers arrive and depart from here on a daily basis. Sadly the situation is such that poor passengers don’t even have the facility of drinking water,” Bashir Ahmed Abbasi, Station Master at Cantt Station, told The News.


Abbasi said that he had joined Pakistan Railways 32 years ago, and back then there had been a post of waterman in railways whose job was to serve water to passengers. Sadly the post was abolished when Gen. Pervez Musharraf came to power. Now only those who can afford to buy mineral water are able to quench their thirst,” he added.


According to Abbasi, there is one VIP room and only three waiting rooms at Cantonment Station for about 35,000 passengers. He said that there were plans to construct a large air-conditioned hall for passengers but that too was shelved on the plea that Railways had no funds. “Now the vast majority of passengers have no option but to wait on platforms with their luggage, as the number of sheds is few and passengers have to suffer a lot when it rains,” he said. “There was a foundation stone at Cantt. Station but nobody knows how it disappeared,” Abbasi added.


One also finds hundreds of “Qulis” lining up before arrival and departure of every train as one enters the railway station. They too have many stories to tell. Shah Mohammad, a 65-year old Quli, has been working at the station for the last 40 years. When asked about the differences at the station during the last 40 years, he said: “Daal was available for four Anaas 40 years ago, now it costs Rs28.”


Noted town planner and conservationist architect Yasmeen Lari told The News that the Cantonment Railway Station had been constructed in 1898, and was one of the buildings created by the Public Works Department officials, who had designed it according to the wishes of the British, the then rulers of India. She said that as compared to Bombay’s magnificent tour de force, the Victoria Terminus, Karachi’s Cantonment Station is a modest structure which is impressive mainly because of its size.


“The designer did not use Gothic as his inspiration, and as in the case of Lady Dufferin Hospital, reverts to Classical roots. The middle projecting portion employees Renaissance doorways and Roman arches crowned by a triangular pediment, while the two ends are capped by Romanesque gables,” she said.


According to Railway Workers Union Chairman Manzoor Razi, previously there used to be “water huts” at the station and a separate compartment in trains for “watermen”. “There also use to be a refreshment room and 12 retiring rooms where one could have a single bedroom for three rupees and a double bed room for Rs10 for 24 hours. Now single bedrooms simply do not exist, while double rooms have been occupied by railways officials,” he said. Razi added that there used to be a big general store near the station, a golf ground and a squatter colony.


He said that in 1974, during the tenure of Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, a plan had been made to expand Cantonment Railway Station and construct 16 platforms. The general store was shifted to Reti Lines near PIDC, while the ‘Katchi Abadi’ was evacuated, but the plan never materialised, he said. The only change that took place was that Askari Apartments were built at the land vacated by ‘Katchi Abadi’ and water for Railways was diverted to it,” he regretted.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-20, 13/08/2009)
Project declared open for traffic

KARACHI, Aug 13: While declaring a 28-kilometre-long signal-free corridor from Saddar to the Toll Plaza (on the Superhighway) open for traffic, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan on Thursday said that the city government would soon be launching another mega-project, the signal-free corridor-IV on Sharea Faisal. 


After being given a tour of the newly opened corridor (corridor-III), the governor spoke to the media at the newly constructed Shahrah-i-Quaideen interchange and underpass. He said the completion of the corridor in a short period of time was a “gift to the people of Karachi and Pakistan on the occasion of Independence Day”. 


He added that the foundation stone for corridor-IV would be laid within six days, and that the present city government had laid 15,500km of roads and completed corridors I, II and now III. 


Responding to a question, Governor Ibad said that the consultation process on the fate of the local government system was ongoing. He said that it required intense discussions and consultations before a decision could be reached. 


According to city nazim, who accompanied the governor during the visits and inauguration of the corridor, the 28-kilometre-long corridor from Saddar to the Toll Plaza would be used as an alternative to Sharea Faisal and M.A. Jinnah Road.

(Dawn-17, 14/08/2009)

Third signal-free corridor inaugurated

The Signal-Free Corridor-III was formally opened for traffic on Thursday by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan.


The 28-kilometre-long corridor (from Saddar to Toll Plaza on the Super Highway), cost the city government Rs2.6 billion. It includes a flyover in Gulistan-e-Jauhar (near the Shamama Shopping Mall), an interchange each at the linking point of Abul Hasan Ispahani Road and Safari Park and Nipa Chowrangi, a flyover interchange at Jail Chowrangi and Shahrah-e-Quaideen, an underpass at Shahrah-e-Quaideen, and the Preedy Street (from Saddar to Shahrah-e-Quaideen).


Talking to media representatives at the Shahrah-e-Quaideen Underpass, the Sindh governor said that the city government had, under the leadership of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, laid 15,500 kilometres in road networks during the past four years, and completed SFC-I, II and III. The foundation stone for SFC-IV will be laid in the next few days.


Kamal thanked the citizens of Karachi for supporting, encouraging and approving the works of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


It may be noted that the CDGK had earlier planned to construct the SFC-III from Saddar to Safoora Goth, Malir Cantt. 


The project, however, was later extended to the Super Highway (Toll Plaza) on one side, and to the newly-constructed road from Super Highway to the Airport on the other side. The completion of this corridor has made the route from Saddar to the Airport and from Super Highway to Saddar signal free. The travel time from Saddar to the Toll plaza and to the Airport has now been reduced to just 15 to 20 minutes.

(The News-13, 14/08/2009)
Unimplemented rules cause of heavy vehicle accidents

KARACHI, Aug 14: Authorities and stakeholders have been turning a blind eye to regular violations by operators of heavy vehicles, who have defied policies regarding the transportation of petroleum products and commercial goods repeatedly, Dawn has learnt.


Despite last month’s accident, where four of a family were crushed by a container that had fallen off a truck’s trailer near the ICI bridge intersection, no action has been taken to ensure that operators of heavy vehicles comply with defined standards.


The federal ministry of industries’ ‘Trucking Policy and Technical Standards for the Petroleum Industry Road Transport Vehicles’, prepared by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra), is, practically speaking, an ineffectual document, as almost no stakeholders are following the rules. In fact, a large number of oil tanker and truck operators are not even aware that the rules exist.


“There is only a single oil marketing company that restricts its tanker fleet to being in line with the defined standards set by Ogra,” said an industry source. “Otherwise there is hardly any rule being followed by the companies and oil tanker operators.”


Ogra’s policy draft addresses several issues that could compromise the safety of both truck operators as well as other road users, but it is yet to become common practice. This, on the one hand, puts the product being transported at risk, and, on the other, also poses a serious threat to the lives of other drivers and pedestrians.


For instance, in one of the 33 sections of the draft, the authority even prescribes a standard for the brake systems of all tankers carrying petroleum or other flammable substances.

“All vehicles above 12 tonnes of total weight are to be fitted with a full air brake system, dual circuit; provided that until December 31, 2007, air over hydraulic dual circuit brakes may be used; provided further that articulated and drawbar vehicles must use full air brake system, dual circuit by December 31, 2006,” reads the relevant section.


Operators admit that there none of the rules are being followed, but argue that the authorities have never demanded the rules be complied with, either.


“The tankers mainly rely on conventional productions for their structures,” said Mir Yousuf Shehwani, chairman of the All Pakistan Oil Tankers Owners Association (APOTOA). “We normally follow the demand of the companies, who are the primary stakeholders of the whole business.” 


This apathy was apparent in the responses of other truck and tanker operators as well, many of whom were not even aware that the rules exist.


‘Twist locks’ a requirement

Furthermore, trailers on trucks are required to have ‘twist locks’ installed, to stop containers from overturning. Also, there are strict requirements for the braking systems on all trailers.


“The trailer shall have two-line pneumatic braking system, with pal couplings, emergency valve (for applying brakes automatically in case leakage), automatic slack adjusters and quick release valves. All axles shall have brakes. The trailers have ABS brakes in case the prime mover has ABS brakes. Trailer ABS brake indication should be provided in the prime mover,” reads the Trucking Policy draft.


However, last month’s accident clearly indicates that that particular trailer, like thousands of others, had no ABS brakes, which could have saved four lives.


Though there is no official word from the authorities on the reasons behind non-implementation of policies, experts fear that the incidents involving these vehicles may rise if proper checks are not put in place. The number of oil tankers and trailers on the roads is increasing with each passing day.


“Currently some 108,000 heavy vehicles are plying the country’s roads and, Karachi being a port city, a large number of these vehicles enter everyday for one reason or the other,” said Khayam Husain, managing director of the Automobile Corporation of Pakistan (AMCP), which has been building heavy vehicles for more than four decades.

“The oil supply to neighboring Afghanistan is likely to increase in the days to come, and therefore so is the heavy traffic’s movement. There is an immense need to put proper checks to make sure the rules are implemented, otherwise it could result in a terrible situation.”


Mr Husain went on to say that last month’s deadly accident should not surprise the authorities, as in the absence of vehicles that meet technical requirements, such accidents are often witnessed on highways across the country.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 15/08/2009)

Three die in road accidents


Twenty-three-year-old Waqas was killed after being run over by a speeding car in the Gizri police limits. Police sources said that Waqas was crossing the road near Saudi Embassy when an unidentified car hit him and sped away. The deceased was a resident of Chanesar Goth. He was a labourer by profession and was a bachelor. 

In the Bahadurabad area, an unidentified man was killed in another hit-and-run incident near Karsaz Bridge, Sharea Faisal. A 25-year-old motorcyclist Adnan was killed in an accident in the Clifton police limits near Three Swords signal when a speeding car ran him over. He was a student of 2nd Year studying in the Government College. He was a resident of Faqeer Colony, Mominabad. 

(The News-13, 15/08/2009)
Reckless bike-riding lands many in hospitals

The emergency centre of Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) remained busy on Friday while handling motorcycle-related accident cases throughout the day. According to doctors at the emergency centre of JPMC, they handled around 100 cases of motorcycle-related accidents from 3.30pm to 8.00pm.


They were of the view that most of such cases were of minor injuries and they were discharged from the emergency centre after giving them first aid treatment. However, a few serious injury cases were referred to other wards of the hospital for further treatment.


Causality Medical Officer (CMO) Dr Ahmed Hussain told The News that they had handled “countless” cases of motorcycle-related accidents from Thursday night to Friday evening.


He said that from afternoon, he himself had referred about 45 cases to the neurology ward of the hospital due to head injuries to motorcyclists that were not wearing helmets. Dr Kishore, who was deputed at the Neurology Ward of the JPMC, told The News that they handled around 70 cases of head injuries on August 14. He said that this was double the number that came in on normal days.


He said that four such cases were of serious nature and they had to be admitted to the hospital, while others were discharged from the ward after treatment. Dr Kishore said that such injuries could be avoided if motorcyclists would wear helmets, but generally the youth that come onto the streets to celebrate Independence Day tend to avoid such safety measures. “Youths prefer to enjoy bike riding without wearing helmets on the days like August 14,” he remarked.


This statement was corroborated by the situation on the streets on Friday with youngsters zooming around the city’s busiest thoroughfares on their motorcycles, many attempting dangerous stunts such as wheelies (riding on a single wheel). Law-enforcing agencies in the city overlooked not only the dangerous driving and the non-compliance of helmet laws, but also allowed pillion riding, which has been banned strictly by the Sindh government for law and order reasons. 


Inaam-ul-Haq, a citizen who witnessed one such instant, told The News that about 15 youngsters on Sharea Faisal started their single wheel ride from Nursery and continued on one wheel all the way up to Regent Plaza. There were many more such “shows” in the city which were neither checked nor controlled by the law-enforcing agencies personnel.


Riding motorcycles with punctured silencers, which is also against the law, has also become a fashion during such occasions, causing immense levels of noise pollution across the city. 


Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Traffic, Khurram Gulzar, when contacted regarding the status of pillion riding, said: “Pillion riding is certainly banned in the city, but the police are not interfering today since the people are enjoying the Independence Day”. He said that the traffic police were desperately trying to regulate traffic flow amidst a number of rallies on the roads.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-14, 15/08/2009)
Young man seriously injured

KARACHI, Aug 16: A young man was seriously injured in a road accident on the night of August 14 when an unknown vehicle hit him near Tipu Sultan Road. 


Following the accident the victim’s motorcycle (KDO-0220), which was left behind at the scene, disappeared, according to family members of the injured man. 


According to the family Sharjiel Ahad, son of senior Dawn sub-editor Abdul Ahad, was standing at a traffic signal on Tipu Sultan Road when he was hit from behind by a car. An ambulance moved him to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, as he was suffering from serious head and face injuries. The young man could not recall what happened after he was hit by the vehicle. 


When the victim’s family checked with nearby police stations on Sharea Faisal, the police drew a blank about the accident and the missing motorcycle. Acting on the advice of the duty officer of the police station, the family did try to contact the CPLC, but could not get through.

(Dawn-15, 17/08/2009)

NA committee to discuss ICI bridge accident today

The accident at the ICI Bridge intersection which resulted in the death of four members of a family will be discussed on Tuesday in Islamabad by the National Assembly’s Standing Committee on Human rights.


It may be recalled that four members of a family, including two children, died in the morning on July 23, when a loaded container mounted on a trailer fell on their car at the ICI Bridge in the limits of the Jackson police station. All four occupants of the car died on the spot, while the truck driver and cleaner of the vehicle escaped from the scene. The victims were identified as 35-year-old Adam Laghari, his wife, 35-year-old Dr Asma Laghari, and their sons, eight-year-old Muhammad Ahmed, and seven-year-old Muhammad Faraz.


Special Sindh Home secretary Collin Kamran Dost will attend the meeting in Islamabad on Tuesday to explain the tragedy and its implications for Karachi. This was the second traffic accident at the ICI bridge intersection.


Informed sources told The News that the committee, in its agenda, will also discuss how strictly traffic rules and regulations are enforced in Karachi. The committee will also discuss the unsafe manner in which containers are loaded on to trailers, resulting in fatal accidents.


Moreover, the committee will have a detailed discussion on the tragic incident of Gojra and the visit made by committee members to the affected area. Some human rights activists told The News that they have been invited to the meeting to present their views regarding the violation of human rights on every road of Karachi.

(The News-13, 18/08/2009)
Gizri flyover

Sepa wants DHA to compensate affected parties

KARACHI, Aug 18: While according approval to the environmental impact assessment report pertaining to an almost complete flyover project in the Gizri commercial area, the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) has also bound the executers of the project, the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), to compensate the possible affected parties of the development project, said sources in the environment agency. 


Sepa gave the legally required environmental clearance to the much-debated 1.2-kilometre-long under-construction Gizri flyover a couple of days ago. 


The EIA for the project was filed in May 2009 and the relevant public hearing was held on June 27, 2009, amidst claims from area residents and environmentalists that despite public concerns, technical and administrative flaws, and environmental, health and social concerns, construction of the flyover along Khayaban-i-Hafiz was being carried out without consulting the possible affected residences before the commencement of the project. 


Under Section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, the proponents of a project are required to submit an initial environment examination/environmental impact assessment report to the environmental protection agency concerned for review and approval of possible environmental damage mitigation measures to be ensured by the proponents during its construction and operation. 


Under a verdict of the Sindh High Court, too, the DHA was required to fulfil all legal requirements as envisaged under Section 12 of Pepa 1997, as well as the relevant sections of the Pakistan Environment Protection Agency Regulations (Pepra) 2000, a source in Sepa said. 


Sepa is also alleged to have failed to conduct detailed and timely environmental impact assessment proceedings. In its decision on the EIA in question, which has been signed by Sepa director-general Naeem A. Mughal, the DHA has been directed to meet a certain set of conditions. 


According to a source, Sepa’s clearance letter states that that the proponents will have to pay adequate compensation to the owners of the bungalows in view of the “depreciation of the value of these bungalows due to the construction of the Gizri flyover”. 


Moreover, the agency called for looking into the possibility of change of land use of the affected bungalows from residential to commercial with in-built parking facilities, if needed. 


Another condition said that the damage caused to any civil structure of residential properties due to construction of the flyover would be compensated. 


DHA concerns on compensation clauses 

Confirming that Sepa’s approval letter had been received at the DHA, DHA director (special projects) retired Brig Iftikhar Haider told Dawn that the DHA believed in the supremacy of the country’s environmental laws and “maximum efforts” would be made to ensure compliance of the conditions included in the Sepa NOC issued for the Gizri flyover. 


However, he added that the DHA would also approach Sepa for a clarification over the conditions regarding compensations. “So far we have neither acquired private property nor encroached upon any portion of bungalow premises or their compulsory open space for the project in question,” he said, while expressing his reservations over the compensation clauses. 


He said that talking about the change of land use of some of the residential units, as postulated by Sepa, was also “not feasible”, as it might involve further environmental and social assessments in view of the possible inconvenience and grievances of residents adjacent to the “affected quarters”. 


Referring to the legal proceedings, the DHA director said that the authority was at present carrying out only the very essential jobs of the flyover project along Khayaban-i-Hafiz to remove the physical inconveniences caused to road users. However, the DHA would now expedite the construction process and complete the project at the earliest, retired Brig Haider added.Other conditions of the NOC called for safe and convenient access and exits from Khayaban-e-Hafiz to the residents of bungalows located on either side of the Khayaban where the flyover has been constructed. For the purpose, a dedicated service road shall be constructed, after shifting the utility poles. 


All public transport vehicles going to and fro on Khayaban-e-Hafiz and the earlier portion falling in the cantonment area are, without exception, to be diverted onto the constructed flyover, with bus stops at both ends of the flyover. This has been considered necessary to avert a concentration of vehicular emissions under the flyover. 


The available space under the deck of the flyover will not be used for any commercial activity, shops, vendors or carts. It will be dedicated for the parking of cars visiting the commercial area. The space in question cannot be used for pick-up or truck stands as well and must be kept clean and free of any encroachment. 

Proper illumination under the deck at night and wherever necessary during the day will be ensured by the proponents, while noise barriers should be installed along the flyover where it faces residential areas and flats, for environmental and privacy purposes. 


The DHA is also required to monitor the air quality and noise levels around the project area and submit reports on a quarterly basis for a period of two years. Installation of powerful blowers below the flyover to facilitate circulation of air, especially in the portions where the property line of buildings is close to the flyover, has also been stressed by Sepa, the source said.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-13, 19/08/2009)

Traffic accident case

Law needed to fix no-fault liability, observes SHC

Sindh High Court has observed that road accident is one of the top killers in the country and asked government to seriously consider enacting legislation for fixing no-fault liability.


“Road accident is one of the top killers in our country, especially when truck and bus drivers operate nocturnally,” SHC’s division bench comprising Justice Khilji Arif Hussain and Justice Ms. Soofia Latif observed in judgment. “It is the time when government must consider seriously no-fault liability by legislation. The party responsible for accident must deposit a particular amount in court before permission to defend is granted to them so that widows and orphans can at least get their bread and butter from the said amount.”


The observation came on an appeal filed by a transporter against the decree in a fatal accident case. The petition was filed on behalf of four-year-old boy Hammad Sohail, whose left leg was amputated in a traffic accident, against the transporter of public coach and the court ordered for paying him compensation of Rs 8,00,000 along with 14 per cent interest.


“Time has come when court itself take special care to see that innocent victims do not suffer and drivers and owners escape liability merely because of some doubt here or some obscurity. Jurisprudence of compensation for motor accidents must be developed in the direction of non-fault and the determination of the quantum must be liberal, not niggardly since the law values life and limb in free country in generous scales,” the court order said.


Plaintiff’s counsel Nasir Maqsood had filed a suit for the recovery of Rs.5.5 million against the transporter Salim Mirza and driver Mirza Hassan, alleging that Hammad received severe traumatic injury on December 19, 2000, by coming under the wheels of the coach near Qureshi Market, Chisti Nagar Road, Orangi Town, due to the negligence and reckless operation of the vehicle on public road. He contended that the plaintiff became permanently disabled for all practical purposes in minor age. 


The defendant transporter/owner and driver contended that the accident took place due to lack of care on the part of parents who allowed their minor child to come on the road and therefore they sought exoneration from the liability. Being aggrieved with the judgment they approached the appellate court by filing appeal and sought reversal of the decree through their counsel Nasir Hussain Jafri. The counsel took the plea that the plaintiff had failed to give any evidence with regard to the nature of injuries and in any case the amputation was caused due to the negligence of Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where he was taken immediately after the accident. 


Plaintiff’s counsel Nasir Maqsood contended that the plea of contributory negligence cannot be invoked in case of and against the minor. He stressed on the principle that a party who is initially negligent cannot fall back upon contributory negligence. It was also pleaded that the driver did not have valid licence for driving heavy vehicle on the road and apart from that he drove very rashly on the public road in as much as he ran over the heavy vehicle and continued to drag the minor victim for quite a good distance until the vehicle collided with the pavement and halted. He submitted that the driver of the heavy vehicle on busy roads must take extra care and must not act in a manner which may be dangerous to the life of others. 


The counsel further contended that a normal child is always momentarily forgetful of the perils of crossing the road and therefore he cannot be held guilty of negligence, adding that the question of duty of driver must be examined with great precaution and unless he is in a position to show on establishment of primary facts that the accident was inevitable.


After hearing the arguments of the counsel, the court held that the appellants failed to bring on record any evidence that due care had been taken by the appellant by driving heavy vehicle on the road to avoid accident and found that the appeal had no merit and accordingly dismissed the same.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-13, 25/08/2009)
Karachi yet to warm up to parking plaza culture

The country’s first parking plaza has reportedly received a lukewarm response from people. Nearly two months after it started operation, the new parking plaza built by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), has only 80 permanent parkers and receives an additional 50 customers daily.


Meanwhile, officials concerned have made several roads in the area no-parking zones, triggering anxiety among parts of the public because the plaza cannot accommodate the increased parking pressure during Ramazan. Residents of nearby areas have also been asked to not park their vehicles on the roads, and to use the plaza instead.


Orders to make Saddar parking-free were initially signed on August 8 for a period of seven days by City Naim Mustafa Kamal. The matter was subsequently referred to the home ministry to issue permanent orders. Currently, efforts to make Saddar parking-free stand suspended, but it is expected that orders from the home ministry will come through any day. The general manager of the parking plaza has blamed the lack of cooperation from the police for the ineffective implementation of the ban.


With Ramazan already here, however, Saddar will face an extremely high number of shoppers, many of who will need parking places for their vehicles.


A total of nine sections of Saddar, near the CDGK parking plaza, had been stipulated as no-parking zones between 10 am and 10 pm. These areas include Preedy Street, Shahrah-e-Iraq, Mansfield Street, a section from Sarwar Shaheed Road to Price Street (the road leading to the Saddar Dawa Khana after turning off M.A Jinnah road from Sea Breeze Hospital).


The banned areas cover the busy centres of Rainbow Centre, Empress Market, Capital Cloth market, Regal square, GPO, Paradise Hotel, Zaibunissa Street, Zainab Market, Bohri Bazaar, and Tibet Centre. These places witness a swell in traffic during the day and in the evening as they cater to offices, stores and markets of almost every item. During Ramazan, people from all over Karachi throng this part of the city for Eid shopping. No less than 5,000 vehicles seek parking in this area during the peak Eid rush. The parking plaza has accommodation for 700 four-wheelers and 500 two-wheelers in two basements and five storeys. An additional open air roof parking is also available. This, however, is reserved for offices on the sixth and seventh floor of the plaza.


The Parking Plaza is managed by a Houston-based parking management company, Warsi Allied Parking System USA. Its representative and general manager of the plaza, Khawaja Shahrukh Alam, told The News that some Christian residents from nearby areas were satisfied with the security arrangements within the parking centre, which has more than 100 cameras which scan every vehicle that enters the plaza. He said that according to the feedback that he had received, people actually felt safer parking their vehicles in the centre rather than in the street.


The CDGK has stipulated a fee of Rs1,000 per month for a four-wheel vehicle and Rs600 for a two-wheeler. The fee for other customers has been kept at Rs20 for two hours for four-wheelers and Rs10 for eight hours for two-wheelers. The rates are due to be imminently revised to Rs30 for two hours for four-wheelers. A fee of Rs5 will be charged for every subsequent hour of parking.


The police, however, seems to be unkind towards the cause of the CDGK as they continue to allow the “parking mafia” to rule the streets. Many sectors in the areas due to be made no-parking zones have small groups of people who charge around Rs30 from each vehicle to clean, park and protect it. Alam alleged that the traffic and regular police are not keen on having these parkers removed because they get monetary benefits.


CDGK EDO Transport and Communication S. Hyder Ali, on the other hand, has cited the recent friction between the Community Wardens and pushcart vendors in Saddar as a major obstacle to the plan.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-13, 31/08/2009)
SEPTEMBER

Petrol price inflated by Rs 4.8 a litre


ISLAMABAD: The government inflated on Monday the price of petrol, by Rs 4.80 a litre to Rs 65.26, and other petroleum products with effect from today (Tuesday) in line with an increase in global oil prices and foreign exchange element. 


Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani approved the summary on the increase that had been moved by the Petroleum Ministry and backed by the Finance Ministry. 


The government increased the price of petrol (Motor Spirit) by Rs 4.80 a litre, HOBC by Rs 3.38 a litre, kerosene oil by Rs 2.69 a litre, light diesel oil by Rs 3.69 a litre, JP-1 by Rs 3.74 a litre and JP-4 by Rs 4.10 a litre. 


The new prices are Rs 65.26 a litre for petrol, Rs 80.39 a litre for HOBC, Rs 60.6 a litre for kerosene oil, Rs 56.96 a litre for light diesel oil, Rs 48.02 a litre for JP-1 and Rs 46.06 a litre for JP-4. 


The Petroleum Ministry had recommended the increase based on the average crude oil price of $71.23 a barrel in the international market during August. The Finance Ministry backed the proposal in a bid to enhance revenue collection during the current financial year. 


Following the increase in prices, the government has estimated it would collect Rs 8 billion through the petroleum levy in September.

(DailyTimes-A1, 01/09/2009)

ECNEC approves revival of Karachi Circular Railway


ISLAMABAD: The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) approved on Thursday 20 projects – valued at Rs 259.4 billion with a foreign exchange component of Rs 149 billion – including the Rs 128.5 revival of the billion Karachi circular railway as a modern commuter system. 


The railway project proposes idealisation of the loop along with the provision of two dedicated tracks along Pakistan Railways up main lines from Karachi city and Karachi Cantt to the Drig Road Station. The new system would be equipped with modern technology, and provide international standard travel facilities to about 700,000 commuters a day, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Qamar Zaman Kaira told journalists after an ECNEC meeting. 

Replying to a question, the minister said the meeting approved the Pakistan Railways Karachi project on the condition that a third party conduct a study for the scheme. 


Another important Railways project – valued at Rs 15.9 billion – for the procurement and manufacture of 202 new design passenger coaches of various types was also approved. The carriages would be capable attaining speeds of 160 kilometres per hour, and incur lesser maintenance cost. The government has already approved the purchase of 75 Railways engines to enhance operational capacity. 


Ten projects – likely to cost Rs 57.5 billion – for small and medium dams were also approved. These include revised projects for Satpara Dam and Sabakzai Dam and small and medium projects for Ghabir Dam, Papin Dam, Winder Dam, Daraban Dam, Pelar Dam and other multipurpose dams. 


The meeting also approved the ‘New Khanki Barrage Construction Project’ – valued at Rs 23.442 billion. The Sukkur barrage rehabilitation and improvement project – likely to cost Rs 1.87 billion – was also approved. 


ECNEC also endorsed the ‘Kabul River and Warsak Canal System’ project – valued at Rs 4.53 billion’. The meeting also approved ‘Pyara Kashmir Programme’ in Azad Jammu and Kashmir worth Rs 10.72 billion.

(By Ijaz Kakakhel, DailyTimes-A1, 04/09/2009)

Karachi Circular Railway project
Rs 128bn project gift for citizens


KARACHI: Federal Minister for Railways Haji Ghulam Ahmad Bilour said on Saturday work on the Rs 128 billion mega project of Karachi Circular Railway would start from 2010 and will be completed till 2014.


The Awami National Party (ANP)-backed minister regarded the recently approved Karachi Circular Railway project as a gift to the citizens of Karachi saying he travelled to the city to congratulate the citizens.


“It is a project for all and all the citizens would benefit from it,” Bilour requested the citizens to work for the success of the project. He said he faced many difficulties while getting the project approved from the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC).


“It is no doubt a unique project and would benefit all,” he said adding it would decrease the traveling problems of the citizens of Karachi.


He regretted that railways remained the most affected by recent violence in the country saying whenever some untoward incident occurs in the country people attack railway installations and I fear if this happened to the Karachi Circular Railway it would be an irreparable damage to the citizens of Karachi and people across the country as Karachi is mini-Pakistan, the minister said. He said 439 bogeys of trains were burnt across the country in violence that erupted after the assassination of Benazir Bhutto. 


“During that violence 53 railway stations were burnt and signals worth Rs 4 billion destroyed,” the minister explained.


Explaining the details of the Karachi Circular Railway project he said 20 trains will leave from the stations within an hour and the fare would start from Rs 15 and would increase 50 paisas per stop. “This fare would reach a maximum limit of Rs 22,” he said. He said the length of the track of the Karachi Circular Railway would be 43 kilometres. 


“Four-kilometre track would be underground and 22km would run through elevators,” he explained. Replying a question the Bilour said the first priority before the start of the project would be to take care of the families affected by the project. He linked the deficit of the Ministry of Railways to lack of investment.


“How it can progress if you are not going to invest in its infrastructure,” he said and added that the Karachi Circular Railway had failed earlier due to lack of investment. 


“From 1964 to 1985 people liked to move through trains as Karachi Circular Railway was a good way of communication,” he said, adding after 1985 people lacked interest in it because of poor infrastructure and unscheduled timings. 


Bilour, answering a question, said he was aware of the poor conditions of the trains going to Balochistan saying, “What can I do, everywhere the condition is same.” However he hoped after the introduction of the new bogeys the trains going to Balochistan would be revived on priority basis.


The deficit of Pakistan Railways has touched Rs 3,500 billion, the minister revealed, however he quickly added, “Though the deficit is large yet Ministry of Railways across the globe except India are in deficit.”

(By Fawad Ali Shah, DailyTimes-B1, 06/09/2009)

Three of a family killed in road mishap


KARACHI: A father and son and their relative were killed when a trailer fell on their car at a Daud Chowrangi Bridge on Wednesday night in the remit of Shah Latif police station.


The victims were identified as 35-year-old Aurangzaib, son of Badar-uz-Zaman, his son Zohaib, 7, and Aurangzaib’s cousin Naveed Ahmed, 21, son of Moosa Khan.


Heavy machineries were called at the site to cut open the car so that the bodies could be retrieved from the vehicle.

The rescuers then shifted the bodies to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for legal formalities from where the victims’ family took them away without legal formalities. 


DSP Abdul Jabbar Qaimkhani said the trailer carrying a loaded container bearing registration no DCR-0194 fell on the victims’ while coloured Suzuki Mehran car bearing no ACD-873.


He said that the trailer was on its way to Quaidabad from Daud Chowrangi and it had reached near the end of the bridge when the accident occurred. He further said that the cause of the accident could not ascertained as the driver of the trailer managed to flee from the scene.


The police official said that the accident might have taken place due to the negligence of the trailer driver, as he did not see the car or probably the breaks of his vehicle failed. “It is also possible that the car driver pushed the breaks and the trailer driver was unable to stop his vehicle,” the DSP said 

However, eyewitness claimed that the trailer turned over the car while overtaking it on the bridge.


The witnesses further claimed that heavy vehicles were not allowed on this route where this accident took place, but the traffic police permit them after taking bribe.


However, disagreeing with the allegations made by the eyewitnesses, the DSP said that it is an industrial area and heavy vehicles are allowed in the area. 


The victim Aurangzaib ran his own business of tyres and was a resident of Qazzafi Town, Quaidabad. The victims were going for Eid shopping, the DSP said.


A massive traffic jam occurred at the National Highway following the mishap and the trailer was taken into custody. No case was registered till the filing of this report. 


2 commit suicide: Two men committed suicide in different parts of the city on Wednesday.


According to details, Amir Ali, 30, father of two children, hung himself to death in his house on Agha Khan Road, in Azizabad police station limits. Ali was a food supplier by profession and the cause of his suicide is yet to be ascertained.


In a similar incident, Badal Khan, 50, father of five children, hung himself to death in Ayub Goth, in Sohrab Goth police station limits. The cause of Khan’s suicide was believed to be destitution.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/09/2009)

Illegal charged parking business still going strong


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Revenue Group of Offices Recovery Department has failed to meet the recovery targets of revenue and has established dozens of illegal charged parking sites in the city while also charging twice the normal amount as the parking fee since the second week of Ramazan


This move is putting extra burden on the already weary citizens, sources in the recovery department told Daily Times.


The sources also alleged that the Town Municipal Administrations (TMA) and the Union Councils, which are responsible for the respective charged parking venues, are supporting the different charged parking sites established in the corners of the city, while also putting an extra burden on the citizens that are out for Eid shopping. The failure to meet the revenue targets has deprived CDGK has been deprived of huge amounts of funds, which were desperately needed due to the prevailing financial crisis. The sources also said that it is the responsibility of the recovery department to invite tenders for the proposed charged parking sites around the busiest venues in the city and to award a contract to the successful bidder for a year’s tenure. The bidder can also pay the contract’s cost in several installments. This ensures that the CDGK collects huge amounts of accumulated funds in accordance with legal bondages.


The sources added that prominent illegal charged parking sites have been established at Karimabad, Liaquatabad, Serena Mobile Mall near Sakhi Hassan, Saddar, Sabzi Mandi, and also at areas including, Landhi, Korangi, Malir, Shah Faisal, New Karachi and North Nazimabad. The sources said that these illegal charged parking sites have not been awarded to contractors through invitation of tenders while contrary to the predetermined parking charges, the workers on duty at these parking places charge Rs 10 for a motorcycle and Rs 20 for a car, which is not only double the account but also illegal. 


This scribe visited certain areas in the city on the request of the sources to personally observe these parking sites and the extra fee. This scribe also paid Rs 10 for his motorcycle and the fee coupon was proudly bearing the words ‘Charged Parking CDGK’ and had a coupon no 009093. The sources also revealed the action taken against Charged Parking District Officer Razia Sultana. They said that she was removed from her post as she was unable to curb the extra parking fee that the commuters were paying unknowingly.


The sources said that the CDGK Human Resources Department (HRM) issued a letter, no CDGK/DO/HRM’2573/2009 on July 31, which stated that Mohammad Fahim Khan, an officer of BPS-18 (SCUG Services), awaiting a posting, is hereby posted as CDGK Revenue Group of Offices Charged Parking District Officer (Recovery) with immediate effect with the transfer of Razia Sultana. Consequently upon her transfer, she is directed to report to DCO secretariat CDGK with immediate effect.


The sources said that the CDGK HRM had not issued a transfer letter to Sultana and she was puzzled to see a new officer, who was asking her to hand the charge of the office to him. On demanding official orders, Sultana was given a photo copy of the order that was sent to six other officers, including Finance and Planning Executive District Officer (EDO), Local Taxes EDO, secretary to the city nazim, PS to DCO and Officer Concerned. Sultana has not been given a new post and she is now sitting at home. 

The sources said that Sultana was removed after the department found out that a contractor in Clifton was charging extra money from the public for parking their cars. The contractor, namely Shahbaz’s contract was cancelled and the CDGK recovery department internal staff took over the parking site. 


The sources added that when Sultana had joined as the Charged Parking DO recovery, the amount collected came to around Rs 30 million per year and when she was removed from her post the funds recovered were about Rs 90 million.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 18/09/2009)

Looting spree at car parking venues continues on Eid


KARACHI: The menace of charging excessive parking fee at charged parking venues in almost every nook and corner of the city continued on all three days of Eidul Fitr, while the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Recovery Department of Revenue Group of Offices failed to prevent this open looting spree.


[image: image4.jpg].




At a local amusement venue located in Gulshan-e Iqbal Town, a contractor was seen charging Rs 10 for a motorcycle and Rs 20 for a car while the employees at spot were compelling citizens to give them additional money, the same amount as the parking fee, as their ‘Eidi’.


The parking venue staff said that this ‘business’ was being conducted with the consent of CDGK Recovery Department officers.


While talking to Daily Times, CDGK Recovery Department Officer Nasim said his department had issued a warning to the contractor of the parking venue in Gulshan-e Iqbal and the latter had assured to comply with the rules and regulations.


According to Nasim, the contractor had admitted that the staff on duty at the parking venue was involved in overcharging and had illegally arranged parking coupons.


Nasim also said the deputy district officer and assistant deputy officer inspection had not fulfilled their official duty as they were asked to monitor the parking sites regularly on Eid days.


He added that a report has already been forwarded to the additional executive district officer (revenue) for action in this regard.


The CDGK officer said that during Ramazan, town municipal administrations of Jamshed, Gulberg, Gulshan, North Nazimabad, New Karachi, Liaquatabad, and Saddar towns had illegally established parking sites, which was the sole discretion of the CDGK. This has resulted in a severe loss of revenue to the CDGK. A report over this matter has also been forwarded to the high officials of the CDGK and the EDO (revenue), he said.


Talking to Daily Times, a well-placed officer in the Recovery Department (Charged Parking) said that contractors have extorted around Rs 50 million during Ramazan and Eid days. The officer added that although it was illegal on behalf of the TMAs to establish parking sites but it was done with the consent of the high officials of the CDGK.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 24/09/2009)

Daewoo out of CNG bus project


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi’s Transport and Communication Department (T&CD) has barred the inclusion of Daewoo buses in the CNG bus project.


The T&CD has decided to go ahead with this new strategy on the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal after experiencing poor quality and revenue-spilling performances of the 25 CNG buses of Daewoo.


In this regard, Kamal had chaired a meeting of the T&CD officers including Executive District Officer T&CD Iftikhar Ahmed Qaimkhani and Project Director CNG Bus Pilot Project Muhammad Athar, on Thursday.


According to a statement issued here on Friday, Qaimkhani informed that the experts have pin pointed various technical faults in 25 Daewoo CNG buses procured by CDGK in July. 


He said that due to defective performance these buses were not fulfilling the required standard.


Conversely, Kamal has directed T&CD to rectify all technical faults in the buses without delay and not to accept any further offer for supply of Daewoo buses without the assurance of rectification of all technical defects and satisfactory performance of the CNG buses. 


While talking to Daily Times, Qaimkhani confirmed that there were technical problems that have been impeding the smooth performances of the dedicated CNG buses. 


The problems noticed were multiple and related to electronic and hydraulic nature.


Meanwhile, a well-placed T&CD officer told Daily Times that the Daewoo CNG buses have come up with assorted technical faults that are of serious nature and have caused CDGK to suffer colossal loss of revenue.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 26/09/2009)

OCTOBER

Banaras Chowk flyover to be ready by December


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has geared up the process of completing the Banaras Chowk flyover so that it could be ready by December this year.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal visited the flyover site alongwith officers and engineers concerned including Executive District Officer (Works and Services) Rasheed Mughal, EDO (Municipal Services) Masood Alam and contractor and consultant firms’ representatives to oversee the pace of construction work, which as the CDGK claims has been completed up to 50 percent.


On his visit to Banaras Chowk flyover on Thursday night, Kamal while talking to media said the construction of Banaras Chowk flyover was important for the city because it would serve as a key connecting avenue for Orangi and Baldia Towns to the rest of the city. Kamal regretted that due to certain alterations made in its primary design, the completion of the Banaras Chowk flyover was delayed.


He said that the alterations in the design of the flyover were necessary because the primary design had engulfed around 450 residential units and it was unavoidable to demolish those houses, but the design was changed to protect the houses of the poor and at present only three shops would be removed.


According to sources in the CDGK, the PC-1 cost of the Banaras Chowk flyover was primarily Rs 370 million, which has now been increased to Rs 1.10 billion due to the alterations in the basic structure of the flyover. It is joint venture of the Sindh government and the CDGK with both sharing 50 percent expenses. The length of the flyover was increased upto 1.25km following the alterations so that it could bear the increasing load of vehicular movement.


The sources added that the Sindh government releases its share in terms of pecuniary funds on quarterly basis in a fiscal year. However, the recent release was less than the fixed amount of share. Thus it was be impossible to ensure the completion of the flyover by December but since it is one of CDGK’s priority projects, therefore, it was striving to provide funds for the project despite the ongoing severe financial crunch.


The sources further said that the issue of electric high-tension cables has also slowed down the pace of the completion of the flyover because the Karachi Electric Supply Company was demanding Rs 100 million for removing posts and high-tension cables.


The sources also said that the CDGK and KESC would meet today (Saturday) to reach a conclusion to this issue and attempts would be made to convince the KESC for a rational sum of money that could be between Rs 10 million to 20 million as the power utility would only have to pay for the labour while the hard material would remain intact.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 03/10/2009)

Transporters’ delegation meets CM

KARACHI: A 13-member delegation of the Karachi Transport Ittehad presided by Syed Irshad Hussain Shah Bukhari called on the Chief Minister Sindh Qaim Ali Shah at his residency on Saturday.


The delegation discussed problems faced by the transporters in the city with the CM.


They informed the CM that some local government and police officials were demanding extortion from them and that they have not been compensated after the riots in which many vehicles were burnt and drivers and conductors lost their lives. The CM said that he had directed the finance department that the summary of the provision of compensation money worth Rs 21 million to the drivers and conductors who lost lives during different riots has been approved and that it will be provided to the affected families through the Ministry of Transport. 


During the meeting a committee was formed which would be headed by the Transport Minister Akhtar Jadoon and would look into the problems of the transporters in the city. The committee would also include provincial secretary of transport, provincial home secretary, DCO Karachi, CCPO, a member of land utilisation and a member of the Board of Revenue Sindh. The CM would call a meeting of the committee after every three months. He assured the transporters that the government would not let any police official harass them unduly.

(DailyTimes-B1, 04/10/2009)

Resettlement of KCR affectees approved

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman has asked the managing director (MD) of the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) to complete the survey of encroachments around the railway track linked to the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) by October 31 and report the very next day. Rehman said this while presiding over a meeting of the KUTC board of directors on Tuesday. KUTC MD gave a detailed presentation and told the meeting that 4305 domestic surveys regarding the resettlement program linked to the KCR had been conducted up to September 30, 2009. The meeting unanimously decided to proceed on the resettlement work with a view to compensate the relevant inhabitants on the pattern of Lyari Expressway Resettlement Program. The KUTC executive committee has been assigned to consult and coordinate with the land utilisation wing of the Sindh Board of Revenue and Malir Development Authority to grant suitable land to accommodate the affectees.

(DailyTimes-B1, 07/10/2009)

CDGK cancels few parking contracts

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Local Taxes, Recovery and Charged Parking Department has cancelled contracts of two parking sites including Sindbad Parking Site located within the limits of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town and Hill Park Parking Site located in the precincts of Jamshed Town.


District Officer Local Taxes Recovery Department Muhammad Fahim Khan has in a letter No DO/REC/ CDGK/191/2009 issued on Wednesday stated that these cancellations were prompted for charges of overcharging parking fee and forfeiting the securities by the contractors of the above-mentioned parking sites that they had deposited with the CDGK’s Recovery Department.


Talking to Daily Times, Khan said that the RD has also processed cancellation procedure of two further parking sites in the city as the contractors of these parking sites have also failed to pay the outstanding instalments. 

The RD had a couple of days ago cancelled the contracts of two parking sites including Crystal Court Parking Site because the contractor had failed to deposit outstanding instalment money to the RD within due date, added Khan.


He said that the cancellation papers have been submitted to the city nazim for his approval. These include Paradise Parking Site and Clifton Centre Parking Site in Saddar Town.


Replying to a question, he said that it was not possible to blacklist these contractors as even their parking contracts have been cancelled on charges of forfeiting CDGK account or overcharging because these contractors could receive the contract again through a cover-man.


The Executive Director Local Taxes Rehan Khan told Daily Times that RD inspection teams have been monitoring all parking sites within the limits of CDGK. 


The parking contracts within the limits of CDGK would be cancelled if they were found overcharging or fail to deposit outstanding dues to CDGK.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 16/10/2009)

Teenager dies in massive bus collision


KARACHI: A 16-year-old boy was killed and five others injured in a bus collision on Wednesday. As per details, Mansoor, 16, a resident of Mustafa Taj Colony in Korangi No 4, was on his way to work aboard Metro Bus Route No 15-A when it started racing with Ilyas Coach. 


The contest resulted in a collision between the public transports in front of Allahabad Bakery at Pakistan Chowk, damaging an immobile taxi and injuring six people, including Mansoor and a bystander. Mansoor later succumbed to injuries during treatment. The Arambagh police said that no FIR had been hitherto lodged as the drivers of both the public transits were also among the injured and the police were unable to identify them.


Separately, Dhanji, 32, was killed when an unidentified vehicle crushed him and fled. His body was recovered from Hawkesbay.


Similarly, an unidentified woman in her 60’s was crushed to death by an unknown vehicle while crossing the road near the Karimabad Bridge.

(DailyTimes-B1, 22/10/2009)

NOVEMBER

Three-year-old boy run over by minibus in Baldia

KARACHI, Nov 1: A three-year-old boy was run over by a hit-and-run minibus in the Baldia Town area, police said on Sunday. 


They said that the minibus of route N-4 ran over Noman when he was crossing a road near Pareshan Chowk within the remit of the Mominabad police station. 


“He was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where doctors declared him dead. However, his family did not allow doctors to conduct medico-legal formalities,” said an official at the Mominabad police station. “We will lodge an FIR shortly on behalf of the state if the grieved family does not turn up.” 


Burnt to death 

An elderly man was burnt to death in his shack in Sector 10 of Korangi on Sunday. 


The Awami Colony police said that a fire broke out apparently from a stove in the hut of 80-year-old Mahboob when he was asleep. “The old man lived alone. On Saturday, he had lit the stove to repel insects and mosquitoes. A couple of hours after sunset his neighbours rushed to the hut on hearing his screams, but it was too late,” said an official at the Awami Colony police station. 


He said that the man succumbed to his burn wounds. 

Labourer dies 

A 20-year-old labourer died after falling from the roof of an under-construction house near Labour Square in Surjani Town, police said. 


They said that Ajmal, a resident of Surjani Town’s Sector 4-D, was fixing wooden pieces on the edge of the roof of the under-construction house when he lost balance and fell down. He died on the spot. 


“One of the labourers told the police that Ajmal tilted so much to one side that he lost balance, fell down and died on the spot,” said an official at the Surjani Town police station.

(Dawn-13, 02/11/2009)

Train crash victims recall ordeal

KARACHI, Nov 3: “He was in my arms, sleeping soundly, when the accident shook us all. The only thing I remember now is that I lost consciousness and a grip on Abdur Rehman when something fell on me. He was barely three months’ old. I am shattered,” said Kausar Ramzan, sobbing.


She is among the three parents who got injured and lost their minor children in the train crash that occurred near the Juma Goth railway station, Landhi Town, on Tuesday.


The accident occurred when a Karachi-bound Allama Iqbal Express coming from Lahore collided with a goods train. 


Kausar, with a fractured leg, was admitted to the emergency section of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) along with 45 others. The tragedy, which seems to be the result of negligence, claimed the lives of many people.


Iqbal, Kausar’s husband, was waiting for his wife’s arrival at the Landhi junction and rushed to the scene as soon he got the news of the accident.


“I talked to her around 10 to 15 minutes before the accident and told her to keep all the baggage at one place and be ready to get off at the Landhi junction. Later someone told me that the train had had an accident,” grieving Iqbal, a restaurant worker and resident of Korangi, told Dawn.


Both husband and wife had shifted to Karachi a decade ago. Kesar, their adopted daughter, and Nasir, Kausar’s brother, also received injuries in the accident. The couple had a child after 10 years of marriage.


“I had taken my son for the first time to my mother’s place in Lahore. 


Some people at the hospital told me that he was alive when he was taken out of the train and died at the hospital. His body hasn’t been handed over to us yet,” added Kausar. 


Mohammad Arshad, another injured at the JPMC emergency section, was coming to Karachi after attending a wedding in Lahore. He lost his eight-month-old son, Mohammad Shayan, in the tragedy.


“The berths fell and we got stuck. I kept shouting for two-and-a-half hours before I got help. I lost my son, my brother has fractured both his legs. 


We are still in a state of shock,” says Arshad as he wiped off his tears.


Arshad, a rickshaw driver in Lyari Town, had also received minor injuries along with his wife and another son.


Six-year-old Manisha and her uncle, who were coming to Karachi with the entire family from Kamoki, Punjab, to attend a wedding in Korangi, were also among the victims. Sitting outside the JPMC emergency section all their relatives were in great shock.


“We had been preparing for the wedding ceremony for so long. But our happiness has turned into grief. We could never have imagined this. I had made so many suits for the little Manisha. Her uncle who died in the accident had got married just two months ago,” mourned Sakina, one of the relatives. 


Looting spree 

Shock and pain hit 50-year-old Mohammad Aslam, too. Six hours after the accident, his relatives had no clue to the whereabouts of Aslam’s son, 15-year-old Tariq. Lying on the hospital bed with fractured legs, he was crying for the safety of his son.


“Please pray for my son’s life. All my belongings have been taken away following the crash.” Aslam’s house is mortgaged and he has been asked to vacate it once he returns to Lahore. 


“Please mention my condition (in your report), so that I am given some time to recover, physically and financially, and not forced to vacate my house,” he requested.

The injured not only complained about the delay in the rescue operation, but also said that the “looting that followed the accident was highly distressing”.


“We want our belongings back. I had a suitcase which contained books, clothes and also my cellular phone,” said Waris Ali, a college student who had boarded the train at Khairpur and suffered minor injuries in the accident.


At the hospital, Waris was by himself. He was being administered a drip and was told that he could go home now. But none of his family members were informed about the misfortune that befell him on his way back to Karachi. 

“My mother is a heart patient. I don’t want the news to reach home. I will manage on my own as soon as I gather some strength. I wish someone returns my luggage,” he said.


Giving details about the injured, Dr Seemin Jamali, head of the JPMC emergency section, said that most of them got fractures and had been shifted to different departments. 


“Most of them are now in a stable condition and 15 people have already been discharged. All bodies have been identified.”


Referring to the problems that the hospital staff had faced in the morning due to an unruly mob, Dr Jamali said: “Too many bystanders were a major obstacle to delivering quick emergency aid today. We desperately need security and there needs to be an awareness programme to educate people on how to behave in emergencies.” 
(By Faiza Ilyas, Dawn-13, 04/11/2009)

KCR revival meets with yet another interruption

The latest initiative to revive the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) has yet again been interrupted due inaction by the stake-holders. While the Sindh government, Pakistan Railways and City District Government Karachi (CDGK) are yet to provide pledged funds, there has also been a delay in formulating the resettlement plan, an official associated with the KCR told The News. 


This is despite the fact that the satellite imagery of KCR route has already been prepared by Pakistan Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (Suparco).


The Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) study to initiate resettlement of the people living along the route of the KCR was supposed to be completed by the end of October but the official said that the study would now hopefully be completed by the end of November. The issue of allocating around 300 acres land for the affected people has still not been resolved. Over Rs817 million was expected to be released by the stakeholders during the current financial year 2009-10 for this purpose. However, not even a single rupee has been released, the official said.


Official sources told The News that the fourth meeting of the board of directors of Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC), which runs the project, was chaired by Chief Secretary Sindh Fazal-ur-Rehman back on June 6. The meeting took up the issue of allotment of 300 acres land and release of Rs490 million by Pakistan Railways, Rs204 million by the Sindh government and Rs122 million by the CDGK. 


The revival of KCR at the cost of Rs128.6 billion with a modified PC-1 was approved at the meeting of Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (Ecnec) on September 3.


Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) will be funding 93.5 per cent cost of the project, and the rest of 6.5pc i.e. US$101.1 million (Rs8088 million) will be borne by KUTC stakeholders.


The officials said that during the current financial year 2009-10 an amount of over Rs817 million was required by KUTC for carrying out resettlement of squatters, carrying out a topographical survey, soil investigation, third party evaluation, etc.


They said that KUTC had recently sent letters to the Ministry of Railways, Sindh government and the CDGK to release the funds in order to ensure uninterrupted progress of the KCR project - however, no funds have so far be released.


Regarding the resettlement plan, the officials said that during the fourth meeting of KUTC board of directors it was decided that the senior member Board of Revenue (BoR) and district coordination officer (DCO) Karachi will make arrangements for the allocation of 300 acres of land for the purpose. It was also decided that DCO Karachi will function as focal person in this regard.


Subsequently, the chief secretary held a meeting with Sindh government and Railways officials wherein it was decided that a committee comprising officials of the BoR, KUTC and Pakistan Railways will finalize the site for the resettlement of squatters.


Official sources said that the Revenue officials had identified 100 acres of land in Bin Qasim Town but it was not considered “suitable” by KUTC due to hilly area and its location at a distance of about six kilometers from National Highway. Moreover, having the land in chunks will increase the cost of infrastructure facilities.


The sources said that, on September 7, a meeting was chaired by DCO Karachi in which managing director KUTC presented a proposal that about 300 acres of Pakistan Railways land near Shah Latif Town (old site of Marshaling Yard of PR) was under litigation with Malir Development Authority.


He suggested that this issue could be settled amicably outside the court on two grounds: a) MDA or BoR should re-notify the boundaries of Shah Latif Town in accordance with the land (1344.19 acres) transferred to the Sindh government marked “A” and “B” on the plan, b) PR will transfer the suit land portion “C” under their control for the resettlement of affected persons and utilize the land to be cleared of squatters along mainline for its operational requirements planned on the PR land at Jumma Goth.


Officials say that resettlement of squatters is a critical prerequisite for the success of the project as the donor agency, JICA, requires that the re-settlement sites should be earmarked prior to signing the loan agreement.


In order to finalize these issues, another meeting of KUTC board of directors was expected to be held on Friday (tomorrow).

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 05/11/2009)
Reversing trailer crushes two men

Two labourers were killed and one was injured when a trailer crushed them outside a cement godown while they were sleeping on a pavement in Bin Qasim Town in the limits of Bin Qasim police station in the wee hours of Wednesday, police said.


The Police and eyewitnesses said that some labourers were sleeping on a pavement outside a cement godown when a trailer, bearing registration no. LSA 2018 crushed them while reversing. 


The three injured were than rushed to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center (JPMC) where two of them succumbed to their injuries. These two were identified as Abdul Qaum, 21, and Tariq.


The other labourer, who sustained injuries in the incident, was identified as Wali Muhammad. All the victims hailed from Qambar district of interior Sindh.


Doctors at JPMC said that the injured labourer was in critical condition.


SHO Bin Qasim Ghulam Hussain told The News that police have arrested the driver of the trailer and registered an FIR no. 190/09 under section 320 against him.


“The person, who was driving the vehicle, has been identified as Muhammad, 25, who said he was the second driver of the heavy vehicle” the SHO said adding that the driver said he was unaware that some persons were sleeping on the floor behind the trailer.


“We have also impounded the vehicle and the culprit would be produced before the court after completion of investigation” the SHO Bin Qasim added. 


In another incident, a speedy bus of route no. 5-C hit a motorcyclist on Jahangir road near Guru Mandir in the limits of Jamshaid Quarters police station, killing him instantly.


The deceased w as identified as Asif, 25, and was riding his motorcycle bearing registration no. KB-4324 when the accident took place. He was a resident of F.B Area Block-5.


Following the incident an angry mob, tried to torch the bus, but police intervened promptly and not only prevented it from burning but also arrested the driver, Yaqoob after liberating him from the clutches of the enraged people and have registered a case against him.


In a separate incident, a 40-year old woman was killed due to electrocution while carrying out household work at her residence in Landhi Sherpao Colony, police said.


The deceased woman was identified as Jamila 40, whose body was shifted to JPMC and than handed back to the family.

(The News-13, 05/11/2009)
No gas for industry, CNG stations two days a week


ISLAMABAD: A special meeting of the federal cabinet on Wednesday decided that gas supply to industrial units and CNG stations would be shut down for two days a week in Punjab and NWFP alternately this winter.


Official sources told Daily Times that according to the gas load management plan, CNG stations would remain closed for eight days a month on rotational basis in the zones served by the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL). 


SNGPL devised the plan to meet the massive demand of gas in Punjab and NWFP in winter. 


According to the plan, gas supply to all CNG stations would be suspended in Lahore region on the first two days of the schedule. Lahore region, as defined by the SNGPL includes all areas from Kasur to Muridke, including Sheikhupura. 


CNG stations in the Islamabad region would remain closed on the third and the fourth day. The Islamabad region consists of districts from Jhelum to Attock, including Murree and Rawalpindi. 


On day five and six, gas supply to Gujaranwala and Peshawar regions would be suspended. The Gujranwala region includes Muridke, Kamoki, Sialkot, Sarai Alamgir and the highways. The Peshawar region, as defined by the SNGPL, includes the entire NWFP province, except Hazara division. 


CNG stations in Multan, Abbotabad, Faisalabad and Bahawalpur regions would not receive gas on the seventh and the eighth day of the schedule. According to the gas plan, the eighth day would be the first day of next week.


However, a SNGPL official said, “The tentative date for the implementation of the plan is November 15,” adding that the gas load management plan would continue until March 15, 2010.


The company expects to save and divert 25 million cubic feet of gas per day from the sector through the plan, he said. 


According to the load management plan for industrial units, Lahore has been divided into two zones. Industries would remain closed for two days on rotation basis starting with Lahore–I, followed by Lahore-II.

(By Sajjid Chaudhry, DailyTimes-B1, 05/11/2009)

Integrated system needed for issuing driving licences

Issuing licenses to untrained people without exhaustive tests to determine their driving abilities is the main cause of accidents on motorways and highways; measures need to be taken to create an organised system for issuing driving licenses, National Highway and Motorway Police South Zone DIG Dr Aftab Ahmed Pathan told The News.


The lack of a centralised computer databases (with mobile access machines) for licenses, creates a loophole that many falsely-certified drivers take advantage of, DIG Pathan said. “We need an integrated computerised system, preferably with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA), where computerised driving licenses, along with complete offence records, can be accessed when the card is either swiped or the number punched into a mobile device,” he said.


The transporters’ ‘mafia’ also presents a major problem. “Drivers who do not follow traffic rules are arrested and sent to jail, but after a few hours, the transporters use their influence get their drivers back on the roads,” DIG Pathan said. “Uncompromising changes need to be made in this regard. This hegemony of the transporters gives them a leeway in almost all forms of the law.”

He further said that the fitness of many vehicles roaming the motorways and highways was also questionable.


Dr Pathan initially joined the police force in 1988 due to lack of other employment opportunities. Then he was posted in the Motorway Police where he has been working since 1997. He has worked in almost all areas of the country in every section of the police department, including the department that issues driving license.


The Motorway Police, which Dr Pathan serves, is considered to be the only corruption-free force patrolling the roads of Pakistan. The Motorway Police model was created in 1997 with foreign assistance in training officers and the establishment of standards which are followed till today.


DIG Pathan claimed that certain measures were taken to improve the motorway police; their salary packages are two-and-a-half times bigger than those for regular policemen, and their duty hours are fixed at eight hours per day. Moreover, politically-motivated transfers and postings are unheard of in the Motorway Police and there is no room for corruption of any sort.


The Motorway Police have the charge of implementing traffic rules on highways and motorways all over Pakistan. “The excise and narcotics police deal with drugs and arms trafficking, while the local police are responsible for criminal activities. We have to report accidents to the local police,” Dr Pathan said.


Another reason for the success of the Motorway Police is the ability to work with proper evidence, he said. “We have an accountability system which independently verifies funds and their usage, and all the actions of our officers. If an official of the Motorway Police fines a driver violating the traffic rules, an investigation is carried out whereby the violator is contacted and interviewed a couple of days after being fined to verify whether the officer who issued the ‘Challan’ was involved in any corrupt practices,” DIG Pathan said.

(By Gibran Ashraf, The News-20, 06/11/2009)
Transport fares register steep rise in 18 months

KARACHI, Nov 8: Consumers in Karachi have not only seen a massive increase in the prices of consumer goods and electricity charges, public transport fares have also risen steeply during the last one and a half years. 

The fares that rose by only Re1 between January 2004 and March 2008, have rocketed by Rs4 in less than half of that period, a Dawn survey shows. 


Sources in the transport sector said that a change in fuel prices played a decisive role in the increase of fares. However, this was not the present case, they said, adding that the fuel price increased by about 50 per cent during the last one and half years as compared to an earlier 90 per cent increase. 


Since the inter-city buses were exempted from the latest hike in fares that applies only to local buses, minibuses and coaches, the move has been described as a discriminatory step.

The sources said that the rate of high-speed diesel was Rs22.78 a litre and the lowest bus fare was Rs5 in January 2004. Similarly, the minibus fare was Rs6 and that of coach was Rs10. The fuel price had risen to Rs41.23 a litre and the bus, minibus and coach fares to Rs6, Rs7 and Rs11, respectively, when the present government took office in 2008. 


A year and a half on, the fuel price is Rs64.79 a litre and the bus, minibus and coach fares are Rs10, Rs11 and Rs16, respectively. 


Giving a comparative analysis of fuel prices and fares, the sources said that the fuel price, which was Rs22.78 a litre in January 2004, increased to Rs41.23 (an increase of roughly 90 per cent) in March 2008. During the same period, bus fares increased from Rs5 to Rs6 (a 20 per cent increase), minibus fares increased from Rs6 to Rs7 (a 15pc increase) and coach fares increased from Rs10 to Rs11 (a 10pc increase). 


However, they said the fuel prices increased by 50 per cent and bus fares by 60 per cent during the last year and a half. A litre of high-speed diesel which was selling at Rs41.23 in March 2008 is now available in the market at Rs64.79, while the bus fares fixed at Rs6 last year increased to Rs10 after a number of revisions. Similarly, minibus and coach fares with an increase of 50 per cent each have been fixed at Rs11 and Rs16, respectively. 


The disparity in the fuel price rise translating into fare increase shows that the previous regime did not shift the entire burden of fuel price hike onto the consumers. Despite the increase in fuel prices, transport operators were not allowed to proportionally increase the fares from 2004 to 2008. However, the present government that gave relief to transporters did not consider the sufferings of the people while increasing the fares.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 09/11/2009)

CNG bus project

Summary initiated for funds’ release

The environment secretary has initiated a summary for the release of funds for the ‘Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project’ in Karachi, The News has learnt.


The planning commission will submit the summary to the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) for approval. As per the agreed policy, the upfront grant and the subsidy will be transferred to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).


Sources in the City District Government Karachi (CDKG) said that after the approval of the summary, it will take around 10 days or so to release funds, and CNG buses will start arriving in Karachi by March next year.


Rs300 million have allocated for CNG buses in the current federal budget; this amount will be sufficient to launch around 500 CNG buses in the city.


After the release of funds, the city government will issue a Request for Proposal (RFT) to bus operators who will submit technical and financial proposals before the authority concerned. The Implementation Regulatory Committee (IRC), headed by the district coordination officer (DCO), will evaluate these proposals, and decide routes for pre-qualified operators.


A subsidy of Rs2.5 billion was approved by the federal government for Karachi alone to bring 4,000 CNG buses to the city in five years. Moreover, these CNG buses will be exempted from 15 percent import duty.


According to the project modalities, bus investors can apply for a minimum fleet of 25 buses and a maximum debt-to-equity ratio of 80:20. The federal government will contribute a total of Rs677,181 as a subsidy over five years toward the cost of each bus; Rs300,000 will be provided as upfront grants for down payment; and Rs377,181 will be given as interest subsidies, payable in five years.


Moreover, Rs19.25 million will be given to the MTC for setting up the Project Implementation Monitoring Unit (PMIU), which will be responsible for the establishment of expenses and research. After the successful completion of the project in Karachi, it will be replicated in nine other cities of the country.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 09/11/2009)
Supervisory committee notified for Benazir CNG Bus Project

In pursuance of the guidelines of the federal planning commission, the Sindh services and general administration department has issued a notification for the constitution of a provincial supervisory committee under the chairmanship of the Sindh chief secretary for the execution of the CNG bus project.


Departmental heads concerned from the federal and provincial governments and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) will be members of this committee, The News has learnt.


The Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) director-general will be the secretary of the supervisory committee that will monitor the smooth implementation of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project. According to sources in the CDGK, these decisions were taken last week and the committee will submit quarterly reports to the federal environment and finance ministries. 


The committee may also hire the services of any person as and when required, because the federal government wants to see proper implementation of the project. The additional Sindh chief secretary will also be a member of this broad-based committee. 


High officials of the Hydro Carbon Development Institute of Pakistan, Infrastructure Project Development Facilities, Ministry of Finance, Planning Commission, and the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) will be inducted as members of this committee on behalf of the federal government. The Sindh government will be represented by the transport and finance secretaries and the district coordination officer (DCO).


It may be noted here that this is the third time that a committee of this sort has been constituted for the project in question. The Implementation Regulatory Committee (IRC), headed by the DCO, and Project Implementation and Monitoring Unit (PIMU) are already in place to monitor the project. Sources believe that the constitution of the supervisory committee will expedite the implementation of the project.


Sources said that apart from providing environment-friendly means of transportation to the residents of Karachi, the project will also create a considerable number of direct and indirect job opportunities in the city. Around 20,000 job opportunities are likely to be created after the arrival of 4,000 busses in the city.


Around 16,000 drivers and conductors will be recruited. Jobs will also be created for battery operators and lubrication manufacturers. According to the sources, 14 qualified bidders, comprising suppliers and manufacturers across the world, will supply buses for this project. Four of these companies are local, and 10 operate offshore. The prices of these buses vary from Rs3.8 million to Rs12.50 million.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 10/11/2009)
Main University Road picture of neglect

The plight of the main University Road is evident from the number of badly neglected areas on the road.

The island on the road is highly neglected with the recently installed tiles on the island already uprooting while at some points the authority concerned even failed to install them in a stride. 


The most dangerous part of the untoward activities at the main road is that a manhole has been left open for the motorists and motorcyclists. The open manhole is located just opposite the Safari Park.


Even the work in the green belt has also been left incomplete. 


The service road is deeply dug where some utility line is being laid for the last many days. 

The sculpture of elephant at the entrance of the Safari Park speaks for itself. The road leading to the Safari Park is uncarpeted and offers storm of dust for the motorists.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-14, 13/11/2009)
Teenager, two boys killed in road accidents

KARACHI, Nov 13: A teenager and two minor boys were killed in separate road accidents in different parts of the city on Friday, police and witnesses said. 


In one of the tragedies, an injured father saw his teenaged son being crushed by a water tanker. In another, a fast-moving car killed a minor boy before injuring his younger brother.


Police said that the first accident occurred in the Nazimabad 2 area when a 20-year-old man, learning driving on his father’s car, lost control over the vehicle and hit the two brothers – seven-year-old Abdullah and six-year-old Ali, on the road in front of their home. 


“The elder brother, Abdullah, died on the spot while Ali sustained serious injuries,” said an official at the Nazimabad police station. “Both were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities and treatment of the injured. The deceased had received serious head injuries and lost too much blood.” 


Though the police arrested the driver and seized the 1000cc car bearing registration number AGV-043, the accident caused hundreds of area people to gather outside Blessing Homes, where the children lived, near Nazimabad Inquiry Office. “It’s not a regular road but a service lane along different apartment buildings and a commercial area,” said Ahmed Raza, an eyewitness and resident of Nazimabad No 2.“The children were playing cricket on a ground just outside their apartment building. The car emerged on the scene when little Abdullah came onto the road to pick the ball followed by his younger brother Ali,” he said. “They were far enough from the approaching car, but the driver probably had no proper driving skills.” 


A few people who also witnessed the tragic accident said the young driver had accelerated the car instead of slamming on the brakes, as he first crashed into three cars parked on the roadside and finally hit the two brothers. Abdullah died on the spot and the accident left one of Ali’s legs severely fractured.”Fourth among three sisters and as many brothers, Abdullah was a student of Class I. The police said Farhan Khan, the father of the victim who ran a printing press in the same area, was out of town to attend a religious gathering and was being informed about the tragedy. 


Meanwhile, the Nazimabad police registered a case (FIR 389/2009) under Sections 320 (punishment for qatl-i-khata by rash or negligent driving) and 337-G (punishment for hurt by rash or negligent driving) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s paternal uncle, Farrukh Khan. 


In another tragedy, a teenaged boy was crushed to death by a water tanker in the Shershah area, which also left his father injured, officials said. 


“The victim, identified as Muhammad Khan, was riding pillion with his father on a bicycle,” said Inspector Bahauddin Babar, the SHO of the Shershah police station. “The fast-moving tanker hit the two in the back when they were riding near the Pankha Hotel bus stop. The father, Ahmed Khan, survived but his son was crushed under the rear wheels of the fast-moving vehicle and died on the spot.” 


The accident sparked anger among the passersby who tried to set the vehicle on fire, but the police controlled the situation and shifted the dead to the Civil Hospital Karachi for legal formalities. Though the police seized the truck (ATT-3900), the driver of the vehicle escaped after the accident. 


“The father of the deceased is out of danger now and we have registered a case (FIR 410/2009) under Sections 320 and 337-G of the PPC against the escaped driver, whose identity is being ascertained,” said Inspector Babar. 


In the Old Sabzi Mandi area, a motorcyclist knocked down an eight-year-old boy while he was crossing the service lane, police said. 

They said the eight-year-old, who remained unidentified till late in the night, was hit by the fast-moving motorbike in the back. The errant motorcyclist escaped. 


“The appearance of the boy suggests that he is an Afghan rag-picker,” said an official at the New Town police station. “We first shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and then to the Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth, where it lies unidentified.” 
(Dawn-13, 14/11/2009)

Local transporters to stay away from CNG Bus Project

Local transporters believe that the federal government’s subsidized project of inducting 4,000 CNG buses is not financially viable for them and therefore, they have decided to stay away from the project.


The transporters’ representative body - Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) - says that acquiring one such bus entails an advance payment of Rs 8, 00,000, which is beyond the reach of the transporters.


President KTI Irshad Bukhari told The News that local transporters have worked out the feasibility of the project and finally reached the decision that they could not participate in the project owing to financial constraints.

He said that according to the government policy, the maximum debt to equity ratio would be 80:20, adding, as per his knowledge one CNG bus would be costing around Rs 4.5 million for which Rs0.85 million have to be paid in advance. 


Bukhari was of the view that the transporters who were already plying buses could not afford to pay such a big amount in advance.


Moreover, he added, such a deal involves payment of Rs55, 000 to Rs60, 000 in monthly installments, which the transporters could not afford. “We have deeply studied the matter in consultation with other transporters’ representatives and we have reached the decision to stay away from the CNG Bus Project,” he declared.


He said that the fare for such CNG buses should be fixed at Rs40 to Rs50 per passenger in order to make the project financially successful. He, however, added that in the present circumstances no one would like to pay such a fare. 


He said that they had to raise a lot of hue and cry to force the government to announce increase in fares after the rise in petroleum prices. 


Bukhari mentioned that the Director General of Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) Malik Zaheer-ul-Islam had invited them some two months ago to discuss the project, adding, the transporters had conveyed their reservations in this context during the said meeting.


Bukhari was of the view that the induction of proposed CNG buses would not affect the business of transporters operating in the city.


“Karachi is a mega city where 10,000 extra buses are needed. Currently, 3,300 buses in addition to 8,000 mini-buses and 7,000 coaches are engaged in the public transport system of the city,” he said.

He, however, said that the transporters would welcome the induction of new CNG buses, adding, “It is a negative approach to think that transporters don’t like the projects like this”. 


For the CNG Bus Project, the federal government would be providing Rs2.5 billion subsidy to bring 4,000 CNG buses in Karachi in five years. The new dedicated CNG buses shall be exempted from 15 per cent import duty.


An amount of Rs300 million, allocated by the federal government in the current budget, is about to be released and would be sufficient to procure around 500 CNG buses.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 14/11/2009)
Three children die in accidents

Three children were killed in different road mishaps on Friday. Eight-year-old Abdullah, son of Farhan, was crushed to death while his younger brother Mohammad Ali, 6, sustained injuries when a speeding car hit them. The incident occurred when the children were playing outside their residence, Blessing Homes, near Inquiry office, Nazimabad in the limits of the Nazimabad police station. The police arrested the car driver, Junaid, and registered a case. 



In another accident, 12-year-old Mohammad Jan was crushed to death while his father, Ahmed Gul, was wounded in a road mishap near Pankha Hotel, in the jurisdiction of the Shershah police station. 


The Shershah police said that the victims were on a bicycle when a speeding oil tanker hit them and escaped.

No case was registered till the filing of this report. In yet another incident, a 10-year-old boy, who is yet to be identified, was knocked to death by a motorcyclist while he was crossing the Sir Shah Suleman Road in Essa Nagri in the Aziz Bhatti police station limits. 


The police arrested the motorcyclist, Sohail Danish, and registered a case against him. Meanwhile, a man was killed by assailants in the Bhittaiabad area. The Sachal police said that at least four armed men on two motorcycles targeted Ghulam Rasool, 44, while he was returning home after offering Friday prayers at a local mosque near his residence in Rashidi Goth in Bhittaiabad in the limits of the Sachal police station. 


The victim sustained two bullets and he was taken to the ASH where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. 


The police said that the deceased worked at a local builders’ company and had a dispute with his employers. The Sachal police have lodged a case against unidentified persons and started investigation.


Man dies in road accident: Thirty five-year-old Shahid Siddiqui, a bank employee, was killed when a speeding bus (route No, 4-M) rammed into his motorcycle near Numaish Chowrangi in the limits of the Soldier Bazaar police station.


The police arrested the driver of the bus, Talib Hussain, and impounded the vehicle and registered a case against him.

(The News-13, 14/11/2009)
Alarming rise in pedestrian deaths on city roads

KARACHI, Nov 14: As the families of the three children killed in different traffic accidents on Friday mourned the tragic deaths, a study on such fatalities suggests that pedestrians have been at growing risk and 250 of them lost their lives on different city roads in the first six months of the year. 


Though the overall number of deaths in road accidents rose to 610 from January 2009 to June 2009 – compared to 582 fatalities recorded between the same months of 2008 – the data compiled by the Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention Centre at the Jinnah Postgraduate and Medical Centre shows that the figures of pedestrian victims jumped by 18 per cent in the first half of the year. 


A total of 251 pedestrians were crushed do death in the first half of the calendar year against 212 recorded during the same period in 2008. 


On Friday, two of the three children killed in road accidents were pedestrians. Researchers find a lack of awareness of pedestrians, the non-existence of pedestrian bridges at a few sensitive road crossings and serious violations of traffic rules, mostly by commercial transport drivers, as the main reasons behind the deaths on roads. 


Similarly, some people believe that mega-infrastructure development in the city primarily focuses on the swift flow of traffic, ignoring pedestrian-friendly structures, that has made road crossing an issue for people. 


“A number of pedestrian bridges are being built by the city government,” said Syed Ameer Hussain at the Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention Centre. “But there are a couple of issues which needed to be addressed to reduce the number of such fatalities.” 


He suggested that pedestrian bridges must be connected to bus stops and the public transport must be regulated to stop only at the marked areas. “But, unfortunately, it’s observed that mainly buses are not regulated by the traffic police, allowing them to pick and drop passengers without realising the sensitivity of the roads,” he added. 


Deaths in road accidents started rising alarmingly during the last few years, as in 2008 more than 1,100 people lost their lives due to similar incidents in different parts of the city, which showed an increase of 33 per cent over 12 months. The official data revealed that every seventh person among 100,000 Karachiites who died last year was killed in a road accident. 


Experts believe that infrastructure development raised many fronts for the pedestrians to handle, including crossing expanded roads and finding space along them to walk remain some serious issues. 


“The pedestrian space has started vanishing,” said Dr Noman Ahmed, the head of architecture and planning department at the NED University of Engineering and Technology. “With massive infrastructure development, vehicles dimensions are increasing, but not for pedestrians. Three other areas have also been marked, which pose a serious threat to pedestrians’ lives and needed to be addressed at the earliest.” 


He said where roads were being expanded, the footpaths along them were hardly maintained, grabbing the right of the pedestrians on the allowed space. 


“Similarly vehicles’ speed management hardly exists in the city,” said Dr Ahmed. “We drive on roads in a mainstream urban setup, but behave like enjoying ride as if on a highway. Finally, there is a serious issue of awareness among pedestrians, which also increases the severity of the subject.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 15/11/2009)

Ineffective laws blamed for traffic accidents

KARACHI, Nov 16: Speakers at a seminar on Monday said that poor training, driving under severe stress and strain, inefficient law enforcement, and disregard for safety rules and gadgets were major causes of road accidents which caused a large number of deaths and injuries in the country. 


The topic of the seminar was “Safety of road users — challenges and solutions” which was organised by the National Highways and Motorway Police (NH&MP). 


Interestingly, two NH&MP chiefs, a former chief and the present chief, who were present at the seminar, had conflicting views regarding the registration of cases by the police. 


One said that the police registered more cases than the previous year to show its efficiency, while the other said that only a small percentage of cases were registered by the police. 


The chief guests on the occasion, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad and federal Communications Minister Dr Arbab Alamgir, did not turn up at the seminar. The organisers also did not give any explanation for their absence. 


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, in his address, said that while the city government had constructed signal free roads, flyovers and underpasses traffic remained chocked at various places because encroachers, having patronage of law-enforcers, had created hurdles leading to traffic jams. 

He said that the traffic police, that enforced laws, was not also under the city government control, thus he felt helpless to provide relief to commuters. 


The nazim said that the city government had constructed Parking Plaza at a cost of Rs700 million in Saddar, but while the plaza remained vacant, vehicles remained parked on roads and streets creating hurdles in smooth flow of traffic. 

He said that it was universal practice that traffic police remained under the control of local government, but here, although it was accepted in principle, it had never been done. 


He said that only corrupt and inefficient administration wanted centralised authority and did not want to share power to improve working. He said that the Northern bypass was constructed at a cost of over Rs8 billion to cater to the heavy port related traffic. However, because of corrupt law-enforcers, majority of heavy vehicles still used inner city roads, he added. 

He said that the city government had installed the state-of-the-art command and control system (CCS) and around 25 per cent of the city was under surveillance and in next couple of months 55 per cent of the city would be under the watch and the law enforcers can avail the facility. 


However, he said that till recently the home department used to send advices to close down the system due to VVIP movement. He said that he failed to understand that there should be more vigilance during the VVIP movement why the home department wanted to close down the system. 

He said that one of the benefits of the CCS, however, was the city government’s ambulances and other rescue vehicles were immediately sent to accident scenes to shift victims to hospitals. 


Earlier, NH&MP chief Dr Waseem Kauser said that his organisation was controlling approximately 3,000 kilometres of roads that catered to over 95 per cent of the traffic. 
He said that with better training — including from the UK, France and Germany etc — better salary and improved workplace environment in the force, the officials had made it one of the most efficient organisations in the country. 

He said that an Asian Development Bank report for 2009 declared NH&MP the only “corruption-free” public-dealing organisation in the country. 


He said that a drop of 70 per cent in accidents and 80 per cent in crimes had been recorded on roads under the NH&MP control, adding that over 600 runaway children had also been reunited with their families. 


District police registered fictitious cases just to show its efficiency, but it was not done in NH&MP, he said. 

He said that major causes of accidents were dozing off while driving, tyre burst, reckless driving, over speeding etc. 


The former NH&MP chief, Asad Jehangir, a retired IGP, said that hardly four per cent of crimes/cases were reported by the police. He also stressed that the road accident cases should be dealt under the Motor Vehicle Ordinance which disposed of cases quickly. 


Asad Rahat of the National Highways Authority said that vehicles carried more than allowed weight which damaged roads, causing a loss of billions of rupees annually. 


Stressing for heavy fines on law violators, as happened in India, he regretted that the NH&MP did not take stern action because it wanted to maintain its soft image. Earlier, Dr Aftab Pathan of the NH&MP said that although the law said that there should be up to 40-foot long trailers, 80 to 90 foot long car-carriers were plying on roads. Earlier 80 per cent of cargo used to move through railways now it had come down to just around five per cent, he said. 


He said that legislation relating to over-loading and transportation of hazardous materials should be done and no route permit should be issued to more than 6-year-old vehicles. Many vehicles imported as dumpers had illegally been converted into buses, he said. 


A transport operator, retired Captain Asif said that overloading was done because of high cost of fuel. He said that generally 10-wheel vehicles carried 100 per cent more than the permitted load. 

He demanded that long-term soft-loans should be provided to transport operators otherwise the transport business would not be financially viable. He said that transport operators avoided the 65-kilomter long Northern Bypass because of a large number of robberies on the road because there was no police checkpoint or patrol on the road. 

He said that although the toll tax was being collected, security was not provided. 


The city’s Quaid-i-Azam Truck Stand was in shambles, and the city government was not carrying out any development work there, he said. 


Fatima Suriya Bajiya, Junaid Jamshed, Naveed Sadiq, Dr Shabbar Ali and others also spoke. 


Comedians Kashif Khan, Irfan Malik and Hassan also entertained the audience. 
(Dawn-15, 17/11/2009)

Tarin approves funds for 500 CNG buses

Federal Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin has removed the final stumbling block in the release of Rs300 million for the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project by extending the anticipatory approval of the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC), The News has learnt.


Sources told The News that a summary had been initiated on October 29 by the federal environment secretary for anticipatory approval of the ECNEC. Following Tarin’s approval, the Energy Conservation Centre (ENERCON), Ministry of Environment, is all set to release the Rs300 million for the current financial year to facilitate the implementation of the Karachi CNG Bus Project.


Despite directions issued by President Asif Ali Zardari for the induction of 500 CNG dedicated buses by December 2009, lengthy procedural formalities had delayed the project. The bureaucratic red-tapism included the approval of the revised project cost (PC)-1 by Central Development Working Party (CDWP) and subsequent endorsement by the ECNEC. The ministry of environment, at the behest of the ministry of finance, had opted to obtain anticipatory approval of ECNEC for the implementation of the project on a fast-track basis.

The pledged amount for the project would be available within one week, sources said, with funds first being transferred to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). Out of the Rs300 million made available, Rs280.75 million would be transferred to the SBP, which in turn would release funds to operators through notified banks. 


Sources added that Rs19.25 million would be given to the Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to establish the Project Implementation Monitoring Unit (PIMU). The PMIU would be responsible for the establishment of expenses, and would also conduct research regarding these buses. The unit would have a 16 member skeleton staff which would be led by a project director.


Revealing details of the project, sources told The News that a Rs2.5 billion subsidy was approved by the federal government exclusively for Karachi for the procurement of 4,000 CNG buses over a five-year period. The new dedicated CNG buses shall also be exempted from 15 per cent import duty. Sources also told The News that 40 CNG green routes had already been identified for the new buses in Karachi. 


As per the project modalities, sources said, bus investors may apply for a minimum fleet of 25 buses, with a maximum debt-to-equity ratio fixed at 80:20. The federal government will contribute a total of Rs677,181 as subsidy over five years toward the cost of the one bus; Rs300,000 will be provided as upfront grant as part of down payment, and Rs377,181 as interest subsidy which would be payable over five years.


The Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project has acquired much significance because if it is completed successfully, the project would be replicated in nine other cities of the country.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 19/11/2009)
Ban imposed on vehicles in Keamari oil area

KARACHI, Nov 19: The routes of two public transport vehicles passing through an area in Keamari where oil installations are located have been changed and a ban under Section 144 of the criminal procedure code has been imposed on movement of vehicles in the oil installation area. 

The decision was taken in the wake of what was described by police as an abortive attack on an oil depot in the area on September 14. 


The routes of Aiwan coach and minibus No ‘R-1’ have been changed, according to a notification. 


The Sept 14 attack was followed by a series of meetings between the stakeholders comprising Oil Companies Advisory Committee, Terminals Association of Pakistan and All Pakistan Tankers Owners Association and law-enforcement agencies to chalk out a comprehensive security plan for the area. 


Main business activities in the area are related to petroleum products, edible oil, sensitive chemicals, exportable molasses, ethanol, etc. The area has storage facilities, ranging between 1,500 tonnes and maximum 15,000 tonnes, for petroleum products and other hazardous materials. 


The movement of the two public transport vehicles in the oil installation area was cause for concern, sources told Dawn. 

Consequently, a new security plan was devised and was put in place on Nov 5 by police authorities. 


The office of the secretary of the district regional transport authority, transport and communication department of the city district government Karachi issued a notification on Nov 5 cancelling the route permits of the two public transport vehicles. 


The notification said: “In view of the recommendation of the DIGP traffic and decisions made in the meeting held on October 27 under the chairmanship of the secretary, home department, government of Sindh, the operator of the public transport routes ‘Aiwan Coach’ and minibus route no ‘R-1’ are hereby directed to stop the operation of route plying through Keamari oil terminal road. 


“Alternatively, they may follow the route alignment via Shirin Jinnah Colony, Tara Chand Road, Massan Road turn towards right onto M.A. Jinnah Road and vice versa after curtailing the Keamri oil installation area. 

“Rest of the journey will remain unaltered,” the notification said. “The amendment is being made in the interest of the general public and security of vital oil installation area [in] Keamari,” the notification added. 


Subsequently, on Nov 18, the Sindh government issued a notification saying that “the government of Sindh in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 144 CrPC is pleased to impose ban on plying of public transport vehicles on specific roads from Native Jetty Bridge to Biliwal Chowrangi via M.A Jinnah Road, Keamari No1 Chowrangi left to Sharea Ghalib Road (main oil installation area road to Bilawal Chowrangi) with immediate effect for a period of 30 days”. 


The SSP of Keamari, Amir Farooqui, told Dawn that he had written to the KPT authorities to construct a wall around the oil installation area so that the entire area could be properly guarded from any type of intrusion. 
(Dawn-13, 20/11/2009)

Sindh CM yet to approve funds
SFC-IV project may be in jeopardy


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has still not initiated work on the flyovers of the Signal-Free Corridor-IV project, apparently owing to a dire lack of funds.


Work on four flyovers of the SFC-IV, out of a total of eight, should have been started around six month ago but the Sindh government still hasn’t approved the required funds. 

These four flyover, which are planned to be built on different locations at the Shahrah-e Faisal, are the Mehran Hotel flyover, Regent Plaza flyover, PAF Chapter flyover and Chanesar Goth flyover


The Sindh government was supposed to provide 75 percent of the total funds, while the CDGK was giving 25 percent to the project, sources privy to the matter told Daily Times.


Recently, the Sindh Local Government Department and the Sindh Planning and Development Department have twice moved a summary to the Sindh chief minister on behalf of the CDGK for the approval of the funds, but with the request that the Sindh government should now partake provision of 100 percent share for the project as the city government was not in a position to add any pecuniary share due to its already worsening financial deficit, said the sources.


The summary was submitted in the past six months but was returned to the departments concerned with instructions to furnish the incomplete details on some aspects. The federal government would fund two of four remaining flyovers of the SFC-IV project, one at Malir No 15 and the other at Malir Halt, the sources said.


The CDGK has been allocated Rs 2 billion under the Karachi Package for the fiscal year 2009-10, which include the assorted development projects inclusive of the SFC-IV.

Apparently, the Sindh government would not readily approve the funds and in case it does, the CDGK’s demand for a 100 percent feedback in terms of funds is unlikely to be entertained.


The fate of the SFC-IV hangs in the balance due to this situation and the sources have said only the top leadership of the Pakistan People’s Party and Muttahidda Qaumi Movement could resolve the issue.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 21/11/2009)

Protesters set fire to bus as two die in accident

KARACHI, Nov 23: An employee of the Karachi Electric Supply Company and a student were killed in an accident in the Landhi area on Monday, police said. 


They said that a fast-moving Ilyas Coach (PE-2877) first hit the two persons riding a motorcycle near Babar Market in Landhi and then hit a pedestrian. The motorcyclist and his pillion passenger suffered serious injuries and they were declared dead later in hospital. However, the pedestrian suffered minor injuries. 


Police said that the deceased were identified as Idrees Khan, an employee of the KESC, and Shakil, a student. 


ASP Haider Sultan said that following the accident police reached the scene and shifted the victims to hospital. 

He said that the driver abandoned the coach and managed to escape. 


Area people gathered at the place of incident where some enraged youths smashed the windowpanes and damaged the coach and tried to set it on fire. However, the police thwarted the attempt, impounded the vehicle and shifted it to the Landhi police station. 

However, the situation worsened when the bodies of the two accident victims reached the area from the hospital. 

While the police were busy in protecting the killer coach, another group of youths intercepted another coach of the same route on another road and set it on fire. 


A case (FIR 297/2009) was registered under Sections 302, 279, 337-G and 427 of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of Muhammad Iqbal, the father of deceased Idrees, against the unknown driver. 


Truck cleaner dies 

The cleaner of a truck towing a container-mounted trailer died when the heavy container collapsed on him in Gulistan-i-Jauhar on Monday. 


Police said that 20-year-old Saadullah, the cleaner of the truck, which is driven by his paternal uncle, reached Gulistan-i-Jauhar to deliver cement. They said that the cleaner lay down under the cement-laden container-mounted trailer while his uncle went to a nearby mosque to offer prayers. The police said that since the truck was parked at an uneven road, the container collapsed on the victim, killing him on the spot. 


Bullet-riddled body found 

The body of a young man was found in a desolate place near the Rangers Headquarters within the remit of the Quiadabad police station on Monday. 


A duty officer of the Quaidabad police station said that police were informed about the presence of a body behind the Rangers headquarters in Quaidabad. 


The police reached the area and shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. The body bore a single bullet wound in the chest. 


The victim was identified as 22-year-old Muhammad Omar. 

The police suspected that the victim had been killed somewhere else and his body was dumped behind the Rangers office, since no spent bullet casing was found at the crime-scene. 

The victim’s brother, Nawab Saif, lodged a case (FIR 463/2009) under Section 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) against unidentified suspects at the Quaidabad police station. 


‘Kidnapped’ man found wounded 

A young man, who was said to have been kidnapped by unknown persons in Old City Area, was found in the small hours of Monday within the remit of the Baghdadi police station in a seriously wounded condition, police said. 

Baghdadi SHO Shabir Haider told Dawn that at around 4am he received a call from the CPLC that a young man, Noman, had been kidnapped in his area. However, he said that he did not have such information and asked for the contact number of the victim’s family. 


The SHO called the victim’s father, Muhammad Haroon, who informed him that some men took his son away from outside his apartment building. 


Following the conversation, the SHO said, he alerted the area police and, in the meantime, gunshots were heard on Shah Abdul Latif Road. When the police reached there, they found Noman in a wounded condition. 


The victim had sustained two bullet wounds in the abdomen and two bullet wounds in the legs. 

He was rushed to the Civil Hospital Karachi where he underwent two operations. 
The FIR of the case has not yet been registered. 
The victim is said to be an employee of the SITE association health unit where he is posted as an inspector. 


‘Bandit’ held 

A man was arrested when he was trying to escape after snatching the cellphone and cash from a man in Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s Block 14. 


The suspect was identified as Mehboob Ali and the looted goods and a pistol were recovered from his possession. A case has been registered against him at the Gulistan-i-Jauhar police station. 


Clarification 

Baldia Town SP Zahid Hussain Shah clarified a news item published on Nov 16 about the killing of a bus conductor during an armed robbery in a passenger coach within the remit of the Saeedabad police station. 


The SP stated that no such incident took place within the jurisdiction of any police station of Baldia Town on Nov 15 or before this date. “We have also checked the record of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where no such victim by the name of Khair Muhammad was brought for treatment from the area of Saeedabad police station.” 
(Dawn-13, 24/11/2009)

Two young motorcyclists crushed to death

An enraged mob set ablaze two buses in Landhi on Monday when they crushed two young motorcyclists while overtaking each other, police and rescuers said. 


Tension gripped the entire Landhi area after two young motorcyclists were crushed to death by two speeding Illyas coaches. The angry mob immediately set both the buses on fire. They also tried to catch and beat the drivers of both the buses but they managed to flee from the scene, eyewitnesses said.


The incident took place near Babar Market, Landhi No 2, in the limits of Landhi police station where a speeding transport bus Illyas Coach hit two people riding a motorbike.


Another coach of the same route that was following the first bus crushed both the men under its wheels, killing both of them instantly, on the spot.


Landhi police officials said that the deceased were identified as Mohammad Idrees Khan, 30, son of Mohammad Iqbal and his companion Mohammad Shakeel, 28, son of Abdul Ghani.


Bodies of both the victims were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for legal formalities and then handed over to their families. 


Police said that both the deceased were friends and residents of Landhi C-1 Area.


“They were returning to their homes when the accident took place,” an official of Landhi police said. 


The deceased Shakeel used to work in the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC). 


Following the accident, angry area residents held a protest demonstration on the road and tried to disturb the law and order situation in the area. 


They also torched both the coaches whose drivers and conductors had fled from the scene immediately after the incident and blocked the flow of vehicular traffic for hours. 
The angry people also chanted slogans against the law-enforcers, especially traffic police for allowing fatal accidents on city roads. 


Heavy contingents of police and Rangers were also called in to maintain law and order situation but no further untoward incident took place and the mob dispersed peacefully. 


Fire tenders were also called in to extinguish the fire and later police seized the vehicles. 


The Landhi police registered a case against the drivers of both the coaches and started looking for them.

(The News-14, 24/11/2009)
Nazim reviews work on Banaras Chowk flyover

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, paid a surprise visit to the under-construction Banaras flyover on Monday and had an appraisal from the city government officials, contractor and representative of the consultant firm present on the occasion.


On the occasion, he directed that there is a need to further speedup the work in view of the project importance and its utility for the citizens. He pointed out that the city government has completed over 60 per cent of development work on the flyover and hoped that it would soon be opened for traffic.


On the special directive of the city Nazim, the work on 1.5 km long flyover was started at a cost of Rs1.15 billion to facilitate the people of Orangi and Baldia.


The 24 feet wide flyover having 8.2 meter wide space for bus rapid system stretches from Metro Cinema to Pirabad police station.The plan also incorporates the construction of a road under the flyover the design of which was improved on the desire of the local people.Kamal directed Executive District Officer (EDO) Works and Services, Rasheed Mughal, to expedite the construction of flyover to ensure its timely completion.


He pointed out that Banaras Chowk was a busy thoroughfare and the flyover was being constructed to overcome problems of traffic jam. He added that the project would have been completed much earlier, but it was delayed as its design had to be changed in public interest.

(The News-14, 24/11/2009)
Two killed in road accidents

Two people were killed in separate mishaps in the city on Monday while the bullet-riddled body of a person was found from the Quaidabad area, police said.


In the first incident, a 20-year old man was killed when a speeding vehicle hit him in the limits of Federal B Industrial Area police station.


Police said the boy was badly injured in the accident, and was taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) where he succumbed to his injures. The driver of the vehicle managed to escape. 


Police have registered a case against the driver and handed over the body to the family after autopsy.


In the second incident a 22-year old man, identified as Masoodullah, was crushed to death by a trailer while he was sleeping beneath it in the Gulistan-e-Jauhar police limits. 


Police said the deceased was the trailer cleaner and was sleeping under it when the driver of the trailer accidentally started it. 


The deceased was said to be a resident of the Keamari area. His body was taken to JPMC from where his family took it away without legal formalities. 


Police officials said that no case was registered as the family of the victim did not want to register the case. 


Separately, the bullet-riddled body of a 25-year old was found from a garbage dump in Majeed Colony within the jurisdiction of Quaidabad police station. 


Police said that the body was moved to JPMC where the victim’s brother, Nawab identified him as Mohammad Umar.


Police officials said the deceased used to work in a shop, and might have been killed after being kidnapped over some personal enmity. The Quaidabad police have registered a case against unidentified killers.

(The News-14, 24/11/2009)
PPP’s foundation day rally

Traffic police delineate routes to facilitate motorists

The Pakistan People’s Party will commemorate its 43rd Foundation Day on Wednesday (tomorrow) at the People’s Chowrangi behind the Preedy Street. All arrangements have been made by the party to mark the day and participates of rally will reach the venue in forms of rally.


Meanwhile, the Traffic Police have made arrangements to facilitate the participants and motorists. Those arriving from District South have been directed to reach the venue via MA Jinnah Road, Numaish Chowrangi and 45 Congress. They have been directed to park their vehicles at parking lot ‘A’, near People’s Chowrangi.


Those arriving from District West will reach the venue through Pak Colony, Lolin Bridge, Garden Road, MA Jinnah Road, Numaish Chowrangi, 45 Congress. They have been directed to park their vehicles at parking lot ‘A’. The participants arriving from District Central will take the route of Jahangir Road, Business Recorder Road, Guru Mandir and 45 Congress to the venue of the rally. They also have been directed to park their vehicles at parking lot ‘A’. The participants arriving from District East will reach the venue through Jail Flyover, New MA Jinnah Road and Islamia College Chowrangi. They have been directed to park vehicles at parking lot ‘B’ (from PPP Chowrangi to Islamia College). The police have also made arrangements for additional parking at parking lot ‘C’ on Jigar Muradabadi Road (from CNG pump to Excise Chowk). The participants will be allowed to the venue of the rally after security checks. 

Alternative Routes: The Traffic Police have also announced alternative routes for commuters and motorists. No traffic will be allowed towards the Numaish Chowrangi from Sharea Qaideen and Islamia College. 


The traffic coming from Tower towards Numaish Chowrangi via Preedy Street will be diverted at Dawood Potta Road towards Numaish Chowrangi, Gru Mandir, Teen Hati, Jail Flyover, Medicare signal and Shaeed Millat Road to Sharea Faisal. The road from Sadar Dawa Khana to Nizami Road will be closed to all kind of traffic. Those using Signal-Free-Corridor-III towards Sohrab Goth have been directed to use Preedy Chowk, MA Jinnah Road, Guru Mandir and Teen Hati to reach their destination.


Those coming from Sharea Faisal towards MA Jinnah Road have been asked to travel via Regent Plaza, Luck Star and finally MA Jinnah Road. Those coming from Hassan Square have been directed to use Jail Flyover, Medicare Centre signal, Itihad signal, Shaeed Millat Road and Sharea Faisal to reach MA Jinnah Road.

(The News-20, 24/11/2009)
Two youths killed in road accident


KARACHI: Two young men were killed in a road mishap on Monday when one of the passenger coaches, which were trying to overtake each other, hit their motorcycle while the other ran over them. However, an angry mob later set the two coaches ablaze.


The accident took place near Babar Market, Landhi No 2, in the remit of Landhi police station.


Police said the accident took place when the two passenger coaches of the Ilyas route were trying to overtake each other. “One coach hit them and second crushed them to death,” said a police official. The police said the victims’ bodies were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for legal formalities and then handed over to their families.


The victims were identified as Mohammad Idrees Khan, 30, son of Mohammad Iqbal, and Mohammad Shakeel, 28, son of Abdul Ghani. The police said both the deceased were friends and resided in Landhi C-1 Area.

“They were returning homes when the accident took place,” said the police official. Following the accident, the angry residents of the area torched the two coaches and staged a protest demonstration on the road blocking the flow of traffic for hours.


They also chanted slogans against law enforcers. However, Rangers were called at the scene to control the mob and police seized the two coaches after the fire was extinguished. A case has been registered against the drivers of the coaches who fled from the scene and further investigation was in progress.


Separately, another accident took place within the limits of Federal B Industrial Area police station, where 20-year-old Amir Qayyum was killed in a hit-and-run road accident.


Police said the injured youth was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries while the driver of the bus managed to escape.


The police have registered a case and handed over the body to the family after an autopsy.


In remit of Gulistan-e-Jauhar police station, 22-year-old Masoodullah, son of Gul Zaman, was crushed to death under a trailer under which he was sleeping.


Police said the deceased was the cleaner of the trailer and the driver accidentally ran over the cleaner. The deceased was a resident of the Keamari area. His body was taken to the JPMC from where his family took it away without legal formalities. Police officials said that the family of the victim did not want to press any charges. 


Meanwhile, an unidentified woman was knocked to death in a road mishap in Federal B Industrial Area police station limits. The police have arrested the bus driver responsible for the accident.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/11/2009)

CNG bus project

Lack of e-ticketing system problem for city govt


KARACHI: The city government is incurring losses due to its transport and communication department’s inability to initiate an e-ticketing system for the CNG bus project, which was launched a few months ago.


Sources told Daily Times that the lack of an e-ticketing system has compelled the CDGK to outsource all the operations of the CNG buses, but this step has been a failure due to certain loopholes 


The sources said the city government’s 50 CNG buses are plying on two routes with 100 ticket booths, where the employees of a contractor work in two shifts.


Each employee draws a salary of Rs 6,000 coming up to Rs 1.2 million per month. There are 10 circuits on the two routes with two supervisors on each circuit drawing a salary of Rs 12,000 each amounting to Rs 240,000 per month.


The sources claimed that this outsourced operation only results in a number of passengers travelling in the buses without tickets, which is causing revenue loss to the city government.


The CDGK also has to pay a hefty amount to the contractor, whereas it can save money by simply hiring conductors for the buses.

The city government also lacks a monitoring system to keep check on any misappropriation of money at the ticketing facility. 


A well-placed officer in the city government’s transport and communication department said there were reports that the ticket facility was indeed being misused, however, the CDGK is trying to deal with the issue.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 24/11/2009)

Four youths die as oil tanker crushes car

KARACHI, Nov 24: Four youngsters, including two brothers, were killed when a fast-moving oil tanker, carrying thousands of litres of diesel, overturned and crushed their car on the National Highway near Gulshan-i-Hadeed, police and witnesses said. 


The accident, which occurred about an hour after the sunset, caused thousands of residents of Steel Town and Gulshan-i-Hadeed to gather at the spot. Heavy cranes also arrived there and helped retrieve the four dead and an injured man from the 1000cc car, belonging to Chaudhry Arshad, a deputy general manager at Pakistan Steel and the father of Chaudhry Jehanzaib, one of the dead. 


“Multiple causes of the accident are being mentioned. Since the site of accident is almost an isolated place, there are few eyewitnesses who could describe how it actually happened,” said Ali Raza, an SP of traffic, who supervises the whole of the National Highway lying within the city limits. 


“But as we have traced a few signs and made an initial assessment, it seems that the five friends in the car were retuning after getting their car tank filled at a petrol station. When they reached the edge of the service road to move onto the main highway to take a U-turn towards Steel Town, they emerged before the fast-moving 18-wheeler tanker travelling towards Thatta. Amid the pressing of the brakes, both the momentum and weight of the heavy vehicle made it overturn, and it fell on the car.” 


The accident, which wrecked the car (AB-7037), also caused serious damage to the oil tanker. Its tank punctured and hundreds of litres of diesel drained from it. 


“The dead youngsters have been identified as brothers Umair Afzal Kayani and Sumair Afzal Kayani, sons of Afzal Kayani, Sardar Ahmed Khan, son of Anwar Khan, and Chaudhry Jehanzaib, son of Chaudhry Arshad,” said Sub-Inspector Altaf Hussain Dhero, the SHO of the Steel Town police station. 


Ismail, who was also in the car, survived with injuries. 


“The four victims were in their early 20s and residents of Gulshan-i-Hadeed and Steel Town. They all received fatal injuries in the head,” said Medico-Legal Officer Dr Kaleem Shaikh of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical College. 


Sub-Inspector Dhero said the driver of the oil tanker, bearing registration number LSA-7349, fled. 


“We don’t exactly know how many people were in the tanker. All the four victims were friends. Three of them were students of different private universities and the fourth was an employee of Pakistan Steel.” 


Though the police investigators were trying to ascertain the exact cause of the accident, traffic police officials having gathered evidence from the site said the tie-rod of the oil tanker might have snapped. 


“The tie-rod was found on the footpath along the highway,” said Inspector Abdul Ghafoor, the traffic section head of the area. “Though the actual fault has yet to be ascertained, the detachment of the tie-rod from the heavy vehicle exposes the weak or ill-maintained structure of these vehicles carrying flammable material.” 


Though the casualties in accidents involving oil tankers were the first in recent months, the city has witnessed a number of accidents where heavy vehicles caused major damage. Several cases of container-mounted trailers overturning on passenger vehicles have occurred in the recent months. 


In July 2009, a 48-year-old man, his doctor wife and their two sons were killed when a truck towing a container-mounted trailer overturned and crushed their stationary car near the ICI bridge intersection. Only two months later, in September 2009, a 32-year-old man, his eight-year-old son and a 22-year-old cousin were killed when a fast-moving trailer truck rammed into their car on the Dawood Chowrangi bridge near Quaidabad. 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 25/11/2009)

CDGK to get 100 acres for bus terminal, SHC told

KARACHI, Nov 24: The Sindh High Court was on Tuesday informed that the provincial government would allot 100 acres to the city government to establish an inter-city bus terminal near the Superhighway. 


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi was hearing two identical petitions of as many lawyers against smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles and illegal bus terminals in the city. 


A law officer of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) submitted in the court that a meeting was held with the provincial chief secretary in the chair on Oct 12 and a decision was made that the Karachi district coordination officer (DCO) would surrender 100 acres of encroached land earlier earmarked for a terminal and another piece of land along the highway would be allotted as a replacement without a further loss of time. 

He stated that the then deputy commissioner of Malir had previously allotted 45 acres in NA class No 5 of Deh Bitti Amri, Malir, and the entire land had been encroached upon in such a way that graves had been built by locals on the remaining 15 acres. 


The CDGK law officer stated that the chairman of the Sindh Road Transport Corporation had earlier given a statement in the court regarding the utilisation of remaining 15 acres out of the total 45 acres allotted to the defunct KDA. 


He said that the SRTC chief’s statement needed to be clarified at this stage as the court had given an order to submit a feasibility report for the establishment of the bus terminal on these 15 acres. 


The CDGK law officer stated that the city government wrote many letters to the Sindh government for removal of encroachments “but till to date encroachments have not been removed”. 


The court issued notices to the petitioners and the advocate-general and put off the hearing to a date to be fixed by the court’s office.The petitions deal with the issue of smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles, and the establishment of a bus terminal on the Superhighway, and the removal of Saddar bus terminal. 


The petitioners argued that despite the issuance of several directions to the traffic police regarding smoke-emitting vehicles, the police had not complied with court orders.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-15, 25/11/2009)

Four students crushed to death by oil tanker

Four university students including two brothers died and one was injured on Tuesday evening in a road traffic accident on National Highway near Gulshan-e-Hadeed, when an oil tanker overturned and crushed their car. 


Police and eyewitnesses said that the incident took place near Shahbaz Petrol Pump on main National Highway. The deceased were identified as Jahanzeb, son of Chaudhry Arshad; Umar Kiyani and Sumair Kiyani sons of Afzal Kiyani; and Sardar Khan, son of Afzal Khan. The injured man was identified as Ismail. Police said that the deceased were all young men, in their early 20s, and were students of private educational institutes. Ismail, an employee at Pakistan Steel Officers Club, was released from hospital after the provision of first aid.


“There were four persons in the car. Three of them died on the spot, while another was pulled out in an injured condition and sent to the 100-bed hospital of Pakistan Steel near Pipri for first aid, and then to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC),” Adnan Bhatti, an eyewitness, told The News.


“The car is owned by Pakistan Steel, and had been allotted to Chaudhry Arshad, the deputy manager (Operations) in the transport department. His son Jahanzeb and two of his friends perished in the tragic incident,” Pakistan Steel Transport General Manager Nasir Ali confirmed. He said that the father of another deceased, Umair Kiyani, was also an employee of Pakistan Steel. Sardar Khan’s father was a retired official of Pakistan Steel.


Soon after the incident, hundreds of citizens from Gulshan-e-Hadeed and adjoining areas rushed to the scene, and attempted to pull the bodies out from underneath the wreckage. However, eyewitnesses said, all rescue efforts proved futile because the corpses were badly trapped. Pakistan Steel’s transport and security department officials as well as Steel Town police also rushed to the spot, and lifted the oil tanker with the help of cranes, before pulling the bodies out. 


Steel Town police and the traffic police had several versions of what precisely happened, but said that investigation was underway to determine the actual cause of the tragic incident. “The driver of the tanker bearing registration no. LSA-7349 has fled, and as yet, we don’t know his identity. Eye witnesses have told us that apparently the tie-rod of the tanker broke, and thus it overturned on the ill-fated car,” Steel Town SHO Altaf Hussain Dhero said.


The SHO said that other eyewitnesses told police that the young men were on their way back to Steel Town, and had stopped at a petrol pump to refuel their car. As they moved out, the speedy oil tanker approached the car, and in order to protect it, ran over the pavement. This attempt was unsuccessful, and unfortunately, the tanker fell on the car, he said.


Meanwhile, witnesses present in the Pakistan Steel hospital told The News that Jahanzeb’s father fell unconscious after seeing the body of his son, while family members of other deceased were also aghast. 


Steel Town police said that they have impounded the oil tanker, and are looking for its driver. No FIR had been lodged till the filing of this report.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 25/11/2009)
CDGK seeks 100 acres for inter-city bus terminal

City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has sought 100 acres land from Sindh government for setting up intercity bus terminal for Punjab and NWFP bound buses.


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed submitted before Sindh High Court that the Sindh government had previously allocated 45 acres land for the intercity bus terminal but the same could not be vacated from the encroachers. The SHC was hearing identical petitions against faulty vehicles and illegal bus terminals in the city.

He said that CDGK was ready to establish intercity bus terminal if 100 acres land, as committed by the chief secretary, was provided to the city government so that the matter regarding intercity bus terminal could be resolved once and for all.

SHC’s division bench headed by Justice Mushir Alam, after hearing the plea of CDGK counsel, issued notice to Advocate General Sindh and the petitioners. The next hearing will be fixed after two weeks. 

Petitioners Islamuddin and Qazi Athar have contended that despite issuance of several directions to traffic police regarding smoke-emitting vehicles, the compliance was not made and the defective rickshaws and smoke-emitting buses and coaches were still plying on the roads. They submitted that efforts for achieving the desired result were not adequate and unnecessary delay was being caused by respondents for solving the traffic-related issues, while intercity bus terminals were not being established and the presence of intercity buses was also creating traffic problems.


Earlier, the court was informed by the Chairman Sindh Road Transport Corporation Yar Mohammad Mirjat that 15 acres land was available wherein intercity bus terminal for NWFP and Punjab bound buses could be established, adding, that the government has already established a bus terminal for Balochistan-bound buses on eight acres land in Yousuf Goth area. 


Petition against ban on Geo program: An application was filed in Sindh High Court against the ban on Geo TV program ‘Meray Mutabiq’. Applicant Syed Iqbal Kazmi submitted that his petition against amendments in Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) has been disposed of following the statement of PEMRA counsel that amendments were never enacted into the act of the parliament and that the government was not banning the TV programs.


He submitted that on November 23, Meray Mutabiq was once again banned by the government and threats were issued to anchor Dr. Shahid Masood, which was a violation of PEMRA’s undertaking given before the court. He prayed the court to declare the ban on GEO TV program Meray Mutabiq as unlawful and pass appropriate order against threats issued to the program anchor Dr. Shahid Masood.

(The News-14, 25/11/2009)
Three varsity students die in oil tanker horror


KARACHI: Three university students were crushed to death and one injured in a road mishap when an oil tanker overturned on a car on the National Highway. The driver of the tanker fled the scene.


The accident took place on Tuesday evening near Shahbaz Petrol Pump within the limits of Steel Town Police Station when a Suzuki Mehran of Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) bearing the registration number AB-7037, carrying four people, was crushed under an oil tanker (LSA-7349).


According to the rescuers who reached the accident site immediately, three of the four people died on the spot, while the fourth was pulled out injured and initially shifted to the hospital of Pakistan Steel. The doctors there referred the victims to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where the dead were later identified as Jahanzaib s/o Chaudhry Arshad, Umair Kiyani s/o Afzal Kiyani and Sardar Khan s/o Afzal Khan, while the injured as Ismail.


Following the accident, hundreds of people including officials and personnel of PSM rushed to the spot, trying to pull out the bodies from the wreck. However, all efforts proved futile and cranes from Pakistan Steel had to be called to lift the oil tanker and recover the bodies.


Talking to Daily Times, SHO Altaf Hussain said that all the deceased were young men between 20-30 years of age and were students of private educational universities. He further said that the car was owned by the PSM and had been allotted to Chaudhry Arshad, Deputy Manager (Operations) Transport Department. His son Jahanzaib and his friends also sons of Pakistan Steel employees, had perished in the tragic accident.


“We are in the initial stages of investigation and cannot say exactly how the accident took place. According to eyewitnesses, the car was returning to Steel Town after refuelling, when the speedy oil tanker in order to protect it, ran over the footpath and unfortunately fell on top of the car,” said the officer.


The investigation in this regard is underway as some unconfirmed reports apparently suggest that the tie-rod of the tanker broke and it overturned on the ill-fated car. The police were looking for the runaway driver of the tanker and had also recorded the statement of Ismail, also an employee at Pakistan Steel Officers Club, who was injured in the accident and later released from the hospital after medical treatment.


The police seized the oil tanker while no case was registered until the filing of this report. 


Motorcyclist hit by truck: A middle-aged man identified as Nasir, 50 son of Abdullah was crushed to death in a road accident near Ghani Chowrangi within the limits of SITE police station. SHO Choudhry Shahid said that the deceased was on his motorbike when the truck hit his motorcycle. The truck driver named Anwar has been arrested. 


Woman dies in road mishap: A 50-year-old woman was killed in a hit-and-run accident within the limits of Federal B Industrial Area police station. Police officials said that the accident took place at Sohrab Goth when the deceased woman later identified as Shakeela, wife of Noor Mohammad, was crossing the road and an unknown vehicle hit her. The victim was a resident of New Karachi and her body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 25/11/2009)

DECEMBER

Three youths die in Malir car crash

KARACHI, Nov 30: Three young men were killed and their fourth companion was injured in a car crash in Malir in the early hours of Monday, police said. 


They said that the accident occurred when a fast-moving Suzuki Cultus car, in which four young men were seated, went out of the driver’s control, overturned and rammed into an electric pole in Moinabad near Liaquat College within the remit of the Saudabad police station. 


The police said that a front tyre of the fast-moving car burst before it overturned and rammed into the electric pole. Three occupants – Rehan, Wasif and Danish – died on the spot while the fourth one, Kamran, suffered injuries and was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre. 


According to the victim’s relatives, they were returning from a farmhouse in Gadap Town and met with the fatal accident in Malir. Wasif and Danish lived in Malir while Rehan resided in Liaquatabad. 

The bodies were shifted to the JPMC for legal formalities. 


MQM worker shot dead 

An activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was gunned down by unidentified assailants in Orangi Town late Sunday night. 


Police said that Syed Muhammad Javed, 25, was sitting outside his house in Qureshi Market, Sector 11 ½, Orangi Town when the assailants riding a motorcycle came and fired at him. 

The victim suffered multiple bullet wounds and died on the spot. The police said that the victim’s brother, Basit, lodged a case (FIR 338/2009) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) against Kalam and Kashan. He told the police that he saw the two suspects, armed with Kalashnikov, fleeing from the scene. 


Bullet-riddled body found 

The body of a young man was found in a garbage dump in a Lyari area within the remit of the Baghdadi police station on Saturday, police said. They said that the victim, later identified as Fatah Mohammad, suffered 15 bullet wounds in the head, chest, abdomen and legs. 

They said that the victim, a resident of Pak Colony, did not enjoy a good reputation in the area and had a criminal background. He used to spend his time with members of a Lyari gang. 


Baghdadi SHO Shabbir Haider said that a case (FIR 356/2009) has been registered under Sections 302 and 34 of the PPC on behalf of the state against unknown suspects.

(Dawn-13, 01/12/2009)

Petrol price up by Rs 4.37 per litre

ISLAMABAD: Petrol price was increased by Rs4.37 per litre, according to a notification issued by OGRA here Monday night, Geo News reported. The petrol price has been raised from Rs61.63 to Rs66 per litre. The notification further says that per litre price of high octane has been increased from Rs75.59 to Rs80.59. Price of light diesel went from Rs54.97 to Rs60.22 while kerosene oil price has been increased from Rs57.87 to Rs62.63.

(The News-1, 01/12/2009)
Explosion in water tank injures six

Six persons were wounded in an explosion in a water tank in an under-construction house located at Sikandar Goth in the remit of the Sachal police station. 


Police said the explosion took place when one of the injured persons, Saeed Khan, lit a candle to see the water in the tank, and suddenly an explosion occurred due to the presence of a combustible gas in the tank.


Road accidents: A middle-aged man was killed while his minor son sustained critical injuries when a speeding dumper hit them near Do Minute Chowrangi in the limits of Bilal Colony police station. The victims were taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH), where the deceased was identified as Abdul Latif and his son as Adil, 12. 


In another incident, a speeding vehicle killed an unidentified passerby while he was crossing the road at Numaish Chowrangi. A young man, identified as Mohammad Anwar, was crushed to death by an unknown vehicle at Native-Jetty Bridge. Meanwhile, a conductor of a mini-bus, Adil, was killed when he fell from the roof of the coach in Sharea Faisal area.

(The News-13, 01/12/2009)
Sepa explanation sought in Gizri flyover case

KARACHI, Dec 1: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday asked the director-general of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency to explain alleged violations of environmental laws in the construction of the Gizri flyover by Dec 10. 

In the meantime, the opening of the recently-built flyover for transport was stopped by the court till the next hearing. 

Petitioners Aneesa Farooqui and other residents of Khayaban-i-Hafiz, Defence, approached the high court against the alleged violations. 


They cited the federal and provincial ministries of environmental protection, environmental protection councils, chief executive officer of the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC), Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and M/s Nespak as respondents. 


A counsel for the petitioners submitted that the CBC and DHA hired M/s Nespak to build the flyover in Phase V of Defence. The construction work was initiated in early 2008, he said, adding that the mandatory legal requirements and formalities regarding the project’s environmental effects were not fulfilled. 


He said that the high court disposed of two petitions on May 27, 2009, and allowed the flyover’s construction subject to a number of conditions. The DHA was directed to ensure compliance of rules and regulations embodied in the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997. The court order specifically stated that in case of any negative findings in the environmental impact assessment of the agency created under the PEPA, 1997, the “DHA shall be liable to legal consequences” besides being liable to make suitable compensation to any affected persons strictly in accordance with relevant provisions of law”. 


The counsel said that an environmental impact assessment was carried out by the authority concerned in compliance with a court order passed on August 15, 2009. The EIA showed that the conditions were not fulfilled by the respondents, he pointed out, adding that this affected rights of residents of Khayaban-i-Hafiz. The counsel prayed to the court to stay opening of the flyover scheduled for Dec 14. 


Deputy Attorney-General Ashraf Mughal gave an undertaking that the Gizri flyover would not be opened for public transport as scheduled on Dec 14, 2009. 


Meanwhile, Advocate Chaudhry Iqbal filed a power of attorney on behalf of the respondent DHA. 

A division bench of the SHC comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah issued a notice to the Sepa’s director-general, seeking his comments on the alleged violations of environmental laws. 


Bail extended 

Meanwhile, the Sindh High Court on Tuesday extended the interim bail before arrest granted to a deputy superintendent of police and other policemen in a custodial killing case till Dec 15. 


DSP Hafeez Junejo, Inspector Hadi Bukhsh, SI Malik Mohammad Ashraf, ASIs Aftab Ahmed and Chaudhry Javed Akhtar are accused of killing a murder suspect, Krishan Chand, by torturing him during investigation at the Sharea Faisal Police Station on Nov 4, 2008. 


On orders of the SHC, a case (FIR No 915/2008) under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code was registered against them on the complaint of a victim’s brother, Pheru Mal, at the Sharea Faisal police station. 


The accused approached the high court to seek pre-arrest bail after a sessions court repeatedly issued non-bailable warrants for their arrest in the case. 


When the matter came up for hearing on Tuesday, the counsel for applicants and complainants were present, but the counsel for one of the applicants, Amir Mansoob, was on general adjournment. Justice Sajjad Ali Shah adjourned the hearing and extended the pre-arrest bail earlier granted to them till Dec 15.

(Dawn-15, 02/12/2009)

SHC stays opening of Gizri flyover

The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Tuesday stayed the opening of the recently constructed Gizri flyover to transport till December 10, 2009. 


A division bench, comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, also issued notice to the Director-General (DG), Sindh Environmental Protection Authority (SEPA) to file comments regarding the alleged violations of environmental laws in the construction of the flyover. 


Petitioners, Aneesa Farooqui and other residents of Khayaban-e-Hafiz, DHA, approached the SHC against violations of environmental laws committed in construction of the flyover-starting from Submarine Chowrangi to Khayaban-e-Tanzeem-on the main Gizri Road. 


They cited that the Federal and Provincial Ministries of Environmental Protection; the Environmental Protection Council; the CEO, Clifton Cantonment Board; the Defence Housing Authority, and M/S NESPAK as respondents. 


Barrister Kamal Azfar, counsel for the petitioners, submitted that the Clifton Cantonment Board and the DHA hired M/S NESPAK for construction of the said flyover on which work was initiated in early 2008. He alleged that the mandatory legal requirements and formalities regarding the environmental effects of the project were not fulfilled. 


The SHC disposed of two petitions on May 27, 2009, allowing construction of the flyover subject to a number of conditions. The DHA was directed to ensure compliance of the Rules & Regulations embodied in the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1977. 


The order specifically stated that in case of any negative findings in the Enforcement Impact Assessment of the created under Environmental Protection Act 1977, DHA shall be liable to legal consequences, besides being liable to making suitable compensation to any affected persons strictly in accordance with the relevant provisions of the law. 


He said that now the Enforcement Impact Assessment had been carried out by the concerned authority in compliance with the order passed by the court on August 15, 2009, that indicate that the required conditions were not fulfilled by respondents. This affected the rights of the residents of Khayaban-e-Hafiz. 


The SHC division bench issued notice to DG Sindh Environmental Protection Authority to file comments by the next date.

(The News-13, 02/12/2009)
POL price hike
Public transporters increase fares by Re 1 again


KARACHI: The public transporters of the city have yet again increased fares by Re 1 on Tuesday following the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)’s decision to hike fuel prices that was announced on Monday night.


Since the price of light diesel, which is used in most of the public transport vehicles, has been raised from Rs 54.97 to Rs 60.22, the transporters have wasted no time in increasing the fares and haven’t even bothered to wait for the Sindh government’s official notification in this regard.


It must be mentioned that the fares had been increased by rupee one less than a month ago through an official notification by the Sindh government. “I hand over a Rs 20 note to the conductor, and the change is getting less and less in just a matter of weeks now,” a regular public transport user told Daily Times.

“I guess it won’t be long when I will be the one paying change in addition to Rs 20.”


However, Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) Chairman Irshad Ahmed Bukhari refuted that fares had been raised.


KTI office secretary Aslam told Daily Times that the month-old order by Sindh Transport Department to increase fares by Re 1 was not actually an increase, as the transporters had reduced the fares when the fuel prices were reduced.


A meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday (today) wherein the transporters would review the situation and the Rupee one increase in the existing transport fares would be decided.

(DailyTimes-B1, 02/12/2009)

SHC stays opening of Gizri flyover for transport

KARACHI: Sindh High Court on Tuesday stayed opening of the recently constructed Gizri flyover for transport in Phase V of Defense Housing Authority (DHA) until Dec 10.


A division bench, comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, also issued notice to Sindh Environmental Protection Authority DG to file comments regarding alleged violations of environmental laws in construction of the flyover.


Petitioners Aneesa Farooqui and other residents of Khayaban-e-Hafiz, DHA approached the SHC against violations of environmental laws committed in constructing the Gizri flyover - from Submarine Chowrangi to Khayaban-e-Tanzeem - on main Gizri Road.


They cited federal and provincial ministries of Environmental Protection, Environmental Protection Counsel, Clifton Cantonment Board (CCB) CEO, DHA and M/s NESPAK as respondents.


Barrister Kamal Azfar, counsel for petitioners, submitted CCB and DHA hired M/s NESPAK for construction of the flyover, on which work had initiated early in 2008. He alleged mandatory legal requirements and formalities regarding environmental affects of the project were not fulfilled.


SHC disposed of two petitions on May 27, allowing construction of the flyover subject to a number of conditions. The DHA was directed to ensure compliance of rules and regulations embodied in the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1977.


The order specifically stated that in case of any negative findings in the Enforcement Impact Assessment of Agency created under Environmental Protection Act 1977, “DHA shall be liable to legal consequences” besides being liable to make suitable compensation to any affected persons strictly in accordance with relevant provisions of the law.


He informed that the Enforcement Impact Assessment was carried out by a concerned authority now in compliance with the order passed by the court on August 15 that showed the respondents did not fulfill conditions. This affected the rights of the residents of Khayaban-e-Hafiz.


The counsel prayed to stay opening of the flyover scheduled for Dec 14.


Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Ashraf Mughal undertook that the Gizri flyover would not be opened for public transport as scheduled. Advocate Chaudhry Iqbal filed power of attorney on behalf of the respondent, DHA.


SHC division bench ordered not to open the flyover as undertaken by the DAG until Dec 10 and issued notice to Sindh Environmental Protection Authority DG to file comments until the next date of hearing. 


Custodial killing case: Justice Sajjad Ali Shah of the Sindh High Court on Tuesday extended interim bail before arrest granted to DSP Abdul Hafeez Junejo and other subordinate policemen in custodial killing case until Dec 15.

DSP Junejo, Inspector Hadi Bux, SI Malik Mohammad Ashraf, ASI Aftab Ahmed and ASI Chaudhry Javed Akhtar were accused of killing a murder suspect, Krishan Chand, by severely torturing him during investigation at Shahrah-e-Faisal police station on Nov 4, 2008.


On the orders of the SHC, a case (FIR 915/2008) US 302/34 PPC was lodged against them on the complaint of the victim’s brother, Pheru Mal.


Applicants/accused approached the SHC to seek pre-arrest bail after trial court ADJ, East repeatedly issued non-bailable warrants for their arrest in the case.


Advocates Syed Mehmood Alam Rizvi for applicants and Sheikh Javed Mir for complainant were present in court, but Amir Mansoob, counsel for one of the applicants, was on general adjournment.


Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, adjourning hearing until Dec 15, extended pre-arrest bail granted to them earlier until the next date.

(DailyTimes-B1, 02/12/2009)

POL price hike

  
MONDAY’S hike in petroleum prices has understandably elicited a strong reaction. The public, already burdened with high prices and shortages of essential goods and power supply, has good reason to be dismayed considering the inflationary effect the new prices will have on day-to-day life. The business community is also up in arms over the impact the increase will have on the cost of production. Transporters in Punjab and the NWFP have already raised inter-city bus fares. Further surges in the international price of oil are expected due to high demand for the commodity during the winter season in Europe and North America. All this is bad news for Pakistanis. The unpopular decision will also make things more difficult for the beleaguered government. How can the government lessen the burden of the average man with regard to petroleum prices? The solution requires innovative thinking. For one, there are the much-debated subsidies. However, the funds needed to subsidise petroleum products will not drop from the sky and would have to be raised. It has also been pointed out that subsidies end up helping those in the petroleum supply chain more than the public. 


One solution often suggested is to reduce taxes on petroleum products. Regardless of the price of oil, the government earns a total of nearly Rs20 per litre on petrol under the heads of petroleum levy and GST. Can these taxes be reduced to ease the burden of the common man? Though a reduction in taxes might not please multilateral donors that keep the government afloat financially, the state needs to finance its deficit through other means rather than taxing the poor and the middle class. The tax net needs to be widened to ensure that tax dodgers pay their dues, rather than squeezing those already crushed by inflation. The oil-pricing formula also needs to be revised to make sure that OMCs, dealers and refineries are not making excessive profits. The situation calls for a progressive approach. Taking from the poor and giving to the rich is not the right way. 
(Dawn-7, 03/12/2009)

Bowser knocks down girl to death

KARACHI, Dec 2: A seven-year-old girl was crushed to death by a water tanker in the Dalmia area on Wednesday afternoon. 


Police seized the water tanker, but its driver managed to escape. 


“The accident occurred in Street No 9 of Shanti Nagar Town, located along Stadium Road near Dalmia,” said an official at the Aziz Bhatti police station. 


“The girl, later identified as Ameera, was playing with other children when the water tanker bearing registration number JP-1108 turned into that street.” It seemed that the driver lost control over the steering and the vehicle hit the girl, the police official said. 


He said the area was highly populated and remained quite congested in the afternoon when the accident occurred. So it was impossible for the driver to accelerate the vehicle after the accident. 


“As some eyewitnesses told us that there was only one man in the tanker, who got off the vehicle and ran away,” said the official. 


A case (FIR No 609/2009) was registered under Section 320 (punishment for qatl-i-khata by rash or negligent driving) of the PPC on the complaint of the victim’s father, Rab Nawaz, against the unidentified driver. 


Stabbed to death 


A young meat seller was stabbed to death in Lyari area in the early hours of Wednesday, police said. 


They said that the body of 26-year-old Anwar was found on a street corner near his residence. “Area people spotted the body on their way to a nearby mosque for morning prayers,” said an official at Chakiwara police station. 


The people who recognised Anwar immediately informed his family, residing in Street No 7 of Masjid Road in Bihar Colony, the official said. 


Anwar was a butcher by profession and ran the business in partnership with a friend, he said. 
(Dawn-13, 03/12/2009)

Minor girl crushed by water tanker


KARACHI: An eight-year-old girl was killed by a water tanker on Wednesday.


As per the Aziz Bhatti police, Sumaira Rab Nawaz was playing with the neighbours’ children near her house in Shanti Nagar on Dalmia Road when a speeding water tanker, bearing registration No JP-1108, crushed her to death.


Subsequently, enraged area residents pelted passing vehicles with stones and chanted slogans against law enforcers. The protesters also tried to torch the tanker, but heavy contingent of law enforcers reached the site and dispersed them.


The police have registered a case against the unknown driver who had fled the crime scene.


Similarly, an unidentified elderly man was knocked to death while crossing the Manghopir Road. As per the Pak Colony police, the unknown driver managed to flee after hitting the victim.


In a separate case, the Chakiwara police found the body of a young butcher from Bihar Colony. As per the police, Anwar Abdul Ghaffar, 26, was stabbed to death during a robbing bid, in which some Rs 24,000 were stolen from him, adding that the victim was also subjected to drilling a hole in his heart. Sources in the area claimed Mullah Latif, a commander of Rehman Dakait’s group, was behind Anwar’s killing. The police have registered an FIR against unknown men and initiated investigation.


Residents foil kidnapping bid: Residents of the Shahnawaz Bhutto Colony, in collaboration with the police, foiled the kidnapping of two minor girls and got one of the two culprits arrested. 


As per details, the minor girls were identified as five-year-old Kainat, daughter of Munawar Ahmed and Urooj, 4, daughter of Mohammad Rafiq. 


Khawaja Ajmair Nagri police station’s assistant sub-inspector Nadeem Chishti said that the residents of the area stopped two persons identified as Mohammad Ibrahim and Asghar Ali on suspicion and found two girls in their possession. They immediately informed the police and during this one of the kidnappers Asghar Ali managed to escape from the scene. 


The officer further said that the arrested person’s statement cannot be recorded as he had consumed a lot of wine, but initial investigation suggested that they might have wanted to kidnap the girls with the intention of rape or forcing them to beg. However, a case was registered and further investigation was underway.

(DailyTimes-B1, 03/12/2009)

Saddar parking ban may improve CDGK plaza occupancy

KARACHI, Dec 3: The Sindh government on Thursday banned parking on nine roads of Saddar for 30 days, city government officials told Dawn. 


They said the home department imposed the ban under Section 144 of the criminal procedure code to ease traffic congestion in the no-parking zone of Saddar and expressed the hope that motorists would eventually start using the parking plaza built by the city government earlier this year. 


The 12-storey plaza – with eight floors for parking and two each for shops and offices – was constructed at a cost of Rs650 million on a 35,654-square-foot plot. The plaza has parking space for 700 vehicles and 500 motorcycles, besides accommodation for 160 shops and 118 offices. 


The ban on parking in the Saddar area was first placed for seven days by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal after the inauguration of the plaza in August to provide some relief to shoppers and other pedestrians, who can hardly move on the roads which remain choked due to double parking and roadside stalls. But, according to the nazim, the traffic police did not enforce the ban and motorists continued to park vehicles in the no-parking zone. 


After the expiry of the seven-day ban, the nazim requested the provincial home department, which has powers to impose a ban for a period of 30 days under the criminal procedure code, to declare parking in the no-parking zone of Saddar illegal. The home department imposed the ban on Sept 1, the city government officials said. However, they said that the traffic police did not enforce the ban on the pretext of rush of visitors in Saddar during Ramazan and Eid. 


The parking ban was not extended for the next couple of months despite repeated requests made by the city government. Finally, the provincial government imposed the ban under Section 144 on Dec 3, the city government officials added. 


It is estimated that 10,000 vehicles are parked in Saddar at different times during a day. The plaza was built to accommodate nearly 10 per cent of such vehicles so that market visitors might not face problems. However, hardly 150 motorists at present avail themselves of the parking facility at the plaza, where a single entry charges are Rs30 for 12-hour parking and monthly charges are Rs1,000 for multiple entries during a day. 

The fees collected are shared between the city government and the contractor at the ratio of 20 to 80 per cent, respectively. According to an agreement, the amount of fees collected is to be deposited on a daily basis. However, at present the contractor is making payments on a weekly basis. 


Security risk 

The motorists who Dawn spoke to said that they found the parking plaza far from Bohri Bazaar, Zaibunnisa Street, Abdullah Haroon Road and other market places. They said that it was risky to walk from the parking plaza to the bazaar and the other way around, as snatchings were common in the city. They said that nobody would like to put their life and property at risk, adding that muggers understood that market visitors usually carried cash with them. 

According to the agreement signed by the city government and the contractor, there is a provision for a 25-seat shuttle service to be run between the parking plaza and market places. It is, however, not being provided by the contractor in an attempt to cut costs as the parking plaza occupancy was below par. 


“The shuttle service will be run once the occupancy increases,” the contractor said. 


Responding to Dawn queries, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that the city government built the parking plaza and declared the nearby roads a no-parking zone. But the enforcement of law was the job of traffic police, who were not cooperating with the city government in this regard, he said. As a result, a much-needed facility remained under utilized and being termed a wasteful expenditure by the opponents, he added. 


The nazim said that police, particularly the traffic police, were under the control of mayor in other mega cities of the world, adding that he had been asking the Sindh government to devolve the traffic police department to the district government. 

“Give the traffic police under the nazim’s control for a week as a test case and see if the traffic flow in Saddar improves,” he said. 


Mr Kamal said that the city government was constructing another parking plaza in Saddar. With space for 2,500 vehicles, the parking plaza would be built behind the Empress Market within the next two years. He said that if the traffic police started doing their work efficiently, Saddar visitors would experience a visible change.He said that the city government also had a plan to make Saddar a pedestrian zone after solving the parking problems. 

He agreed that some footpaths, which were encroached upon, had been narrowed down to widen the roads. He said that when the roads were cleared from parked vehicles once and for all, the footpaths would be widened to facilitate pedestrians. 


It is generally believed that the major responsibility to make Saddar a pedestrian-friendly place rests with the police, particularly the traffic police, and that the next few days will decide if the parking ban imposed for a month by the home department eases traffic congestion on the Saddar roads and provide the much sought-after relief to pedestrians or not. 
(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 04/12/2009)

Mirza Adam Khan Road in Lyari to be reconstructed


KARACHI: The National Highway Authority (NHA) would start reconstructing the age-old Mirza Adam Khan (MAK) Road in Lyari Town precincts. Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Sardar Nabeel Ahmed Gabol would perform the groundbreaking ceremony for the reconstruction on Dec 13.


Lyari Town Nazim Hashim Mehmood has urged the utility service providers to complete the pending repair and maintenance work so that the reconstruction of the road could be started.


The road is a key artery in Lyari Town and it ensures access to the means of prosperity for the area residents. The dilapidated condition has halted various development projects and has led to constant traffic jams on other roads that link to it, said Mehmood.


Henceforth, utility service providers such as the Karachi Electric Supply Company, Sui Southern Gas Company and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board should finish the pending repair and maintenance work and avoid starting new work without prior permission from the Lyari Town Municipal Administration (TMA). The reconstruction of the road would cost Rs 200 million and would open new avenues of prosperity in the area, claimed Mehmood.


He warned people to remove encroachments voluntarily, failing which the Lyari TMA would conduct a campaign against illegal occupation of land, adding that the illegal car parking along the roadside would be halted as well.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 06/12/2009)

‘Most oil tankers being run against NHA standards’

KARACHI, Dec 6: As police investigators are still unable to trace the exact cause of a recent accident that left four youngsters dead on the National Highway when a fast-moving oil tanker overturned and crushed their car, a survey has found that most heavy vehicles used for transporting tonnes of inflammable products do not comply with the standards set for such vehicles. 


The survey has been conducted by the Automobile Corporation of Pakistan Limited (ACPL), a local manufacturer of heavy vehicles that undertook the same exercise for trailers a few months ago in coordination with the Karachi Port Trust (KPT). This time, they have come up with findings about oil tankers.The four youngsters, including two brothers, were killed when the oil tanker carrying thousands of litres of diesel overturned and crushed their car near Gulshan-i-Hadeed on the National Highway on Nov 24. The police said they were still clueless about the exact cause of the deadly accident though the investigators right after the incident had found the tie-rod of the oil tanker broken. The recent survey report found similar defects in most oil tankers being run on city roads and highways. 


“Some 84 per cent of the vehicles, which were surveyed, had two-axle tank trailers coupled with a single rear-axle prime mover, which do not comply with standards set by the National Highway Authority,” the report said. “Only 16 per cent of the vehicles were three-axle trailers coupled with a 6x4 double rear-axle prime mover, in accordance with NHA standards.” 


In 2004, the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority through an ordinance had also set technical standards for road transport vehicles, containers and equipment used for the transportation of dangerous petroleum. However, the report observed there were no mechanisms in place to enforce these standards. 

The survey found that in 60 per cent of the tankers, brake-piping and brake boosters were not working or missing. “Some 20 per cent had proper trailer axles, while 80 per cent had substandard axles locally made from scrap. In 80 per cent of the tankers, substandard valves were found which were liable to leak or might already be leaking.” 


Nearly 80 per cent oil tankers had none or inadequate “roll-away” protection, the report said, adding that in case of an accident involving such tankers, the tank trailer would continue to roll over and can cause great loss of life and property. 

Surprisingly, the report found that only 20 percent of the tanks were certified by the manufacturer to be tested for leakages prior to commissioning while 80 percent were put on the road without any leak-proof test. 


In September 2009, the survey conducted by the KPT claimed that most trailers running on the city roads and elsewhere were without the required configuration and 100 per cent of heavy vehicles were fitted with substandard axles made from scrap metal. The findings of the survey were made public, a day after a 32-year-old man, his eight-year-old son and a 22-year-old cousin were killed when a fast-moving truck towing a container-mounted trailer crashed into their car on the old Quaidabad bridge, straddling the railway tracks, off Dawood Chowrangi in Landhi. 


Experts believe that the defined laws for heavy traffic operations needed to be enforced at the earliest, as the days to come were expected to see a sharp jump in the movement of oil tankers due to the increased demand of the product. 

“The Independent Power Producers project will require an additional import of about 5.7 million tonnes of furnace oil,” said Khayam Husain, managing director of the ACPL, which has been making heavy vehicles for more than four decades. “It will require about 2,400 vehicles of 40-tonne capacity to transport this fuel. One can imagine the increase in frequency of oil tankers movement with such an addition.” 
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 07/12/2009)

CM reviews progress of road schemes

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah said on Tuesday that communication systems, particularly roads, play a vital role in the development of every country and the government’s utmost endeavour is to not only maintain the existing road structure but also construct new roads.


He said this while presiding over a high-level meeting to review the progress of road works at the Chief Minister’s House. He stressed the need to pay full attention towards construction of roads in the province to provide better access to people particularly from far-flung areas.


Shah directed the authorities to adhere to the limit of roads fixed for Sindh MPA’s decided by the parliamentary party in letter and spirit, adding the formalities for initiating road schemes to be fulfilled and projects completed within the stipulated time with proper maintenance of quality. The Sindh chief minister was of the view that the required funds would be provided but the work should be completed before the end of the financial year. Earlier, Sindh Minister for Works and Services Manzoor Wasan and secretary of the department Mukhtiar Ahmed Soomro briefed the meeting about various schemes under the road sector in Sindh. According to details, 750kms of roads will be constructed and improved in the province at a cost of Rs 600m. The meeting was also informed that during 2008-09, the present provincial government initiated 589 ongoing schemes, out of which 227 were new. As per a decision, a committee was constituted to propose new road schemes, headed by the additional chief secretary (dev), while highways chief engineer, additional secretary finance and some officers of the P&D Department were also included.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/12/2009)

Hike in petroleum products’ prices

Transporters to observe strike today

Public and goods transporters will observe a complete wheel-jam strike on Thursday (today) against the recent price hike of petroleum products.


President, Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), Irshad Buhkari, told The News that there would be a complete wheel-jam strike across the city on Thursday (today). “We don’t want any raise in public transport fares. We just demand of the federal government to withdraw the recent decision of increasing the price of petroleum products,” he said.


The KTI president said that the inter-city public transporters would also observe the strike. “Transporters operating buses to and from Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Sukkar and other cities of Sindh would observe the strike along with us,” he said.

He said that his association has the support of the Sindh Bus Owners Association, Air Conditioned Bus Owners Association, UTS Bus Operators Association and Metro Bus Owners Association.


Bukhari said that the Sindh Transport Minister, Akhtar Jadoon had contacted him to cancel the strike. “The minister has been apprised that the transporters would observe the strike to highlight their one-point-demand,” he explained. 

He said that there would also be a public transport strike in Hyderabad today.Karachi Goods’ Transport Ittehad Chairman Khalid Khan said that the goods transporters would also observe a complete wheel-jam strike across the country on Thursday.


He said that transporters related to oil tankers were not observing the strike as they got their fare increased by 12 per cent on December 8.He said that the one-point agenda of the transporters was the ‘withdrawal’ of the recent price hike of petroleum products.


He said that it was unjust to increase petroleum products as, according to him, no price hike has been witnessed in the international market. He said that after the price hike, diesel is being sold at Rs71.80/litre and petrol at Rs71.66/per litre, while, previously, he said, both the products were sold approximately at Rs66 per litre. He added that the prices of lubricants had been increased by 15 per cent.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 10/12/2009)
Gizri flyover case


The Sindh High Court directed the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) to complete the carpeting of service roads and other work beneath the Gizri flyover in night timings. The petitioner submitted that the construction of a bridge in Gizri was not according to the environmental laws and it was creating hardships for the residents. The petitioner’s counsel said that compliance of the mandatory provision of environment laws was not made by the DHA while constructing the bridge. DHA counsel submitted that a committee has been constituted to look into the matter and sought permission to complete the carpeting of service roads beneath the bridge. The court adjourned the matter till December 16.

(The News-13, 11/12/2009)
Complete transport strike observed

Transporters threaten indefinite skrike

Public transporters observed a complete strike on Thursday against the hike in the prices of fuel in the country. 

The striking transporters, led by the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), reiterated their demand that the government should withdraw the decision to raise the prices of petroleum products. They said that if the government did not reverse its decision by December 31, the transporters would go on an indefinite strike in the first of week January.


Meanwhile, public transport including buses, mini buses, coaches, UTS and metro buses remained off the roads causing problems for commuters. Transporters in Karachi associated with the transport of goods, including those carrying cargo for Nato forces in Afghanistan, and inter-city buses also observed a complete wheel-jam strike.


As a result of the transport strike, general public, seen stranded at various points of the city, was compelled to approach taxis and rickshaws, who, as expected, charged exorbitant prices. Taking advantage of the situation, some make-shift arrangements in the form of Suzuki pickups were also seen on the roads to ferry commuters to their destinations. 


KTI President, Irshad Bukhari, told The News that the federal government had till the end of December to withdraw the decision vis-à-vis the recent hike in the price of diesel. He said that if the government did not accept their demand, they would call a meeting of members of the KTI to decide to go for an indefinite strike.


He said that the current diesel price was not tenable for the transporters’ business and they were suffering losses as a result. He added that the transporters of Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Sukkar and other cities of Interior Sindh also observed the strike. Responding to a query, he said that he was fully aware that the general public suffered, but added that the transporters had little option but to strike to demonstrate their grievances against the price hike. 


Bukhari said that the transporters did not want an increase in fares; only for the government to withdraw its decision regarding the price hike in petroleum products.


Chairman Karachi Goods’ Transport Ittehad, Khalid Khan, said that all transporters observed the strike and not a single goods’ carrier left Karachi for upcountry destinations.

He said that around 10,000 goods’ vehicles leave Karachi for upcountry on a daily basis. He added that the cargo supply for NATO forces, which is generally transported through 150 to 300 containers on a daily basis, also remained suspended due to the strike.

He said that only oil tankers left for upcountry. He, too, said that the transporters may decide to go for an indefinite strike in the first week of January if the government did not withdraw its decision regarding the price hike.


Meanwhile, KTI in a press release thanked the Supreme Council of the Pakistan Transporters, Sindh Air Conditioned Bus Owners Association, Sindh Bus Owners Association, UTS Operators Association, Metro Bus Association and owners of inter-city buses for taking part in the strike. 


President KTI Irshad Bukhari said that the transporters have conveyed to the federal petroleum ministry that the recent diesel price hike was unacceptable to them. 

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 11/12/2009)
CNG bus project

Environment ministry finalises funds disbursement procedure

The Federal Environment Ministry has finalised and issued the loan disbursement procedure to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to streamline funds release to operators of CNG buses in respect of upfront grant and subsidy as per the agreed terms and conditions, The News has learnt.


Sources said that Rs300 million have been allocated in the current federal budget as upfront grant and subsidy to procure around 500 CNG buses for Karachi under the “Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project”. As per the strategy of the ministry, funds would first be transferred to the SBP in designated accounts, said sources, adding that later on, the SBP would issue a circular to all commercial banks to facilitate funding. The circular would be part of the Request for Proposal (RFP), which would be extended to pre-qualified operators and investors.


The concession agreement will be signed by Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) and the selected operators, while it will also be duly approved by the Government of Pakistan, Government of Sindh and the City District Government Karachi (CDKG), sources said. 


The signed concession agreement would enable operators to approach one of the selected banks for the loan facility, which would be procured on the basis of a maximum debt-to-equity ratio of 80:20. Sources said that the concerned bank will then approach the SBP for upfront grant and for subsidy in favour of the operators based on the due diligence exercised made by the bank. 


Once the SBP grants clearance, the concerned bank and the operator will sign a loan agreement followed by financial closure, sources explained. Subsequently, the bank concerned would release funds to the supplier or manufacturer for the procurement of buses.


Sources said that the buses would be provided by the supplier after the fulfilment of necessary formalities in line with the concession agreement, and the agreement signed between the operator and the supplier/manufacturer. The subsidy would be released on a quarterly basis, subject to provision of a satisfactory performance report furnished by the Project Implementation Monitoring Unit (PIMU).


“Hopefully, with the transfer of the funds to the SBP and issuance of the circular by SBP, the RFP would be immediately issued to the operator by the KMTC,” said sources. 


While President Asif Ali Zardari had issued directives for the induction of 500 CNG dedicated buses by December 2009, the release of funds for the procurement of the CNG buses for Karachi had been made possible with the “personal intervention” of Federal Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin, sources said. 


Sources explained that Rs2.5 billion subsidy was approved by the federal government for Karachi whereby 4,000 CNG buses would be brought to Karachi over a five-year period. The new dedicated CNG buses shall also be exempted from 15 percent import duty. 


The federal government will contribute a total of Rs677,181 as subsidy over five years toward the cost of the one bus, with Rs300,000 to be provided as upfront grant as part of down-payment and Rs377,181 as interest subsidy payable in five years, sources reiterated.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 12/12/2009)
Parity in CNG, petrol prices likely to affect bus project

Despite President Asif Ali Zardari taking a keen interest in the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project, the intention of the federal government to bring the price of compressed natural gas (CNG) at par with that of petrol has created a host of reservations amongst the stakeholders concerned, with many apprehensive about the future of the project if parity is accorded to CNG and petrol prices. 


Sources told The News that potential investors had sought guarantees in deliberations held in 2007 that the federal government would maintain the difference between the prices of CNG and petrol/diesel, if the price of either fuel is changed. If CNG prices are brought at par with that of petrol, investors may get a setback, and resultantly, the project itself would be put at stake, sources said.


As per details of the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project, 4,000 dedicated buses are to be brought to the city over a five-year period, with the federal government pledging a Rs2.5 billion subsidy to importing these buses. Sources maintained that in order to sustain the differential in prices, the government may subsidise the CNG buses operators to ensure that they are not affected. 


Likewise, sources said, the federal government had also decided that Sui Southern Gas Company would provide investment up to the tune of Rs5 million on a CNG station for the laying of its initial infrastructure, include the installation of a pipeline of greater diameter. 


Regardless of different negotiations on a political level, any investor interested in a particular project first calculates the margin of profit before investing in some sector, other sources argued. “How is the federal government going to grant a subsidy for CNG buses after raising the price of CNG, given that all subsidies are being withdrawn on the directives of the International Monitory Fund (IMF) or that of World Bank (WB),” a source said.


Other issues of environmental significance are also at stake if the government’s proposal to bring CNG prices at par with that of petrol. Former president of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industries (KCCI), Anjum Nisar, told The News that environmental pollution would be greatly increased in major cities if the government decides to increase the CNG price and bring it at par with petrol.


“Sometime back, Delhi was recognised as the most polluted city of the world. Some five or six years ago, their decision-makers decided to convert all vehicles to CNG, instead of continuing to run vehicles on petrol or diesel. Now, the natural environment of Delhi is much cleaner and better,” he said.


Nisar said that about two billion dollars were invested in the CNG sector during the last seven years, when CNG was being given priority as alternative fuel against the usage of diesel and petrol. He said that a large number of citizens started to opt for CNG as fuel for their vehicles, and 3,500 CNG filling stations were established across the country to cater to this demand. 


The former KCCI president said that countless citizens had gotten their private vehicles switched to CNG, for which they paid around Rs30,000 for the CNG kit alone, as the price of CNG was not only affordable but also environment-friendly. He said it would be unjust with these CNG consumers if the government increases the price of CNG, adding that all environmentalists agree that CNG is a better form of fuel than diesel or petrol. 


Nisar said that Pakistan currently ranks as number one in terms of the number of CNG stations in a particular country, adding that the livelihoods of 500,000 individuals is associated with CNG-related businesses. He said such a decision would not be regarded a good decision, as CNG is Pakistan’s own product, contrary to petroleum products that are imported. 

When pointed out that Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin was pushing this policy to save gas in the transportation sector, and divert it to industries, Nisar said that CNG consumes only five to six per cent of the total production of natural gas.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 15/12/2009)
SHC stay on Gizri flyover opening extended to Jan 1

KARACHI, Dec 15: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday further restrained the Defence Housing Authority from opening the Gizri flyover till Jan 1, 2010. 


A division bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah was seized with the constitutional petition of Aneesa Farooqui and other residents of Khyaban-i-Hafiz against the alleged violations of environmental laws committed in the construction of the flyover — between what is known as Submarine Chowk and Khayaban-i-Tanzeem — on the main Gizri Road. 


The bench partly heard the petitioners’ counsel Advocate Haider Waheed, the DHA’s Advocate Khalid Javed, and the deputy attorney-general, and put off the hearing till Jan 1.


The DHA counsel stated that certain works, such as lighting and reeling, were yet to be completed on the flyover and it would take about two weeks. 

He assured the court that in any event the flyover would not be opened before Jan 1. 

According to the petitioner’s counsel, a number of conditions had been put by the Sindh Environment Protection Agency and they included a safe and convenient access and exit to be ensured from Khyaban-i-Hafiz for the residents of the bungalows along the two sides of the street, the construction of a dedicated service road, shifting of utility poles, payment of adequate compensation to the owners of the bungalows and the possibility of changing the land use from residential to commercial. 


The petitioners’ counsel requested the court that the flyover not be allowed to be operated as none of the conditions was met by the DHA. 


The SHC had on Dec 2 stayed the opening of the recently-constructed Gizri flyover in Phase-V of the DHA to traffic until Dec 10. 


The petitioners submitted that the Clifton Cantonment Board and the DHA hired M/s Nespak for the construction of the flyover and the work was initiated in the early 2008. They alleged that the mandatory legal requirements and formalities about the environmental effects of the project were not fulfilled. 


The court had disposed of two petitions on May 27, allowing construction of the flyover subject to a number of conditions. The DHA was directed to ensure compliance of the rules embodied in the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1977. 


The order specifically stated that in case of any negative findings in the environmental impact assessment under the Environmental Protection Act, 1977, the DHA shall be liable to legal consequences, besides being liable to paying suitable compensation to affected persons strictly in accordance with the relevant provisions of the law. 


Contempt notice issued to milk-sellers’ body


The Sindh High Court on Tuesday issued a contempt of court notice to the president, general secretary and other officeholders of the All Karachi Milk Retailers Welfare Association for charging more than the price fixed by the court. 


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi put Haji Munnawar Khan, AKMRWA president; Ghulam Hyder, vice-president; Ghaffar Nasir Rangoni, general secretary; Mohammed Iqbal Nagori, joint secretary; Mohammed Yousuf Nagori, treasurer; Nasim Ahmed, member of the executive body, Mohammed Aslam and Ghulam Razaq, on a contempt of court notice on the application of the City District Government Karachi. 


The CDKG law officer, Manzoor Ahmed, requested the court to initiate contempt proceedings against the milk-sellers for committing disobedience and violation of the April 10 court order. 

He stated before the court that the milk-sellers had been directed by the court on April 10, 2009 to sell milk at Rs37 a litre as fixed by the Sindh chief secretary through a notification.


The law officer stated that the contemnors were liable to be prosecuted and punished under the law as they were selling milk at a higher price. The bench put off the matter to a date to be later fixed by the court’s office. 


The AKMRWA moved the SHC against the fixing of a retail price of fresh milk, submitting that the CDGK violated a court order by not submitting reasons for fixing milk prices. The CDGK fixed Rs37 retail price of milk per litre without considering the objections raised by the retailers, and issued a notification, which was unjust and liable to be set aside.

(Dawn-15, 16/12/2009)

Alleged bus bandit falls victim to mob lynching


KARACHi: Vigilante justice has become a common practice in the city, whereby the citizens have decided to punish lawbreakers themselves, apparently because the police are unable to control street crimes. Another such incident took place on Thursday when an enraged mob allegedly gunned down a bandit after subjecting him to brutal torture and leaving his naked body at the crime scene.


The episode took place in the small hours of Thursday in C-1 Area, within the Super Market police station limits, Liaquatabad Town, when people caught two alleged bandits trying to flee after looting money and other valuables from passengers of a bus of route no 7-C.


One of the eyewitnesses said, “The shouts and cries for help from looted passengers suddenly created a panic. It was difficult to ascertain at first but we rushed there to find out what had happened. Later a score of people managed to catch both the two robbers.”


The whole area echoed with the sound of people shouting and forcing each other to kill the robbers for making an example for others, while some suggested burning them alive. “The angered mob also stripped one of the robbers, a Pakhtoon identified as Imran, while his companion Zahid Rehman, managed to free himself from the clutches of the mob but had an accident and was later arrested by the police,” another eyewitness said.


Police said the bandit killed by the mob was severely beaten first using fists, kicks, and stones and then an unidentified person shot a single bullet in his head in execution style killing him on the spot. 


The police further said they were looking for the man who was accompanied by another person riding a motorbike, who gunned down the alleged bandit and then disappeared from the scene. The bandit’s naked body was lying on the road when police reached the site. 


However, SHO Irshad Imam Abdi said the people only beat up Imran but he died when his accomplice, Rehman opened fire while trying to save himself from the angry mob. The SHO also claimed to have recovered two pistols from the bandits’ possession.


The police have registered an FIR no 249/09 against Rehman for killing his own associate.


Incidents of mob justice in the last two years

* Three alleged bandits burnt alive; reason: angry in-laws, to stop their daughter from joining her freewill marriage husband, labelled the latter as a bandit and incited a mob to burn him alive along with his two associates.


* Two alleged bandits burnt by a mob in North Nazimabad area, killing one of them on the spot.

* August 2009: a robber fleeing along with his associate after looting a businessman dies at the hands of an angry mob.

* Two people were killed while another wounded on August 13 in Zafar Town when they were allegedly following a cash van of a security firm with intentions to rob it near Port Qasim.

* An alleged robber was beaten to death in Lyari when he was injured in an encounter with the police. A mob got hold of him and tortured him to death.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 18/12/2009)

Karachi to get 4,000 CNG buses, PA informed

KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly was on Friday informed that Sindh would receive Rs250 million out of the federal allocation of Rs5 billion earmarked for the Minister for Transport Akhtar Jadoon informing the Sindh Assembly about the plan for the induction of 8,000 CNG buses for big cities of the country in a phased programme.

[image: image5.jpg]


Replying to questions and supplementary questions during the question hour, Minister for Transport Akhtar Jadoon stated that the provincial government would spend the amount for the procurement of 4,000 CNG buses through the private sector and provide a subsidy of Rs700,000 on each bus.

Citing a survey, he said one bus catered to the needs of 1,500 commuters in Karachi and 4,000 commuters in the interior of Sindh, adding that the induction of at least 10,000 more buses into the public transport fleet of Karachi would bring some relief to the city’s population.

The minister said that the federal government had allocated Rs5 billion under the PSDP to implement a five-year phased programme meant for improving public transport system in major cities like Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Faisalabad, Multan, Quetta, Hyderabad, Peshawar, Gujranwala, Larkana and Sukkur.

He further stated that each bus would cost a private transport operator Rs4.2 million, including the subsidy.

In order to accommodate small investors, he said, the government had decided to declare an aspiring transport operator having a fleet of a minimum of five buses eligible to benefit from the scheme.

He said that in the first phase, the new CNG buses would start plying on roads next year. Bus terminals with modern facilities would be built in each district headquarters, he added.

The transport minister, responding to a question, stated that a bankable study for the light rail transit scheme for Karachi had been undertaken and an amount of Rs200 million earmarked for the purpose in the current ADP but the planning department suggested that the funds should instead be utilised for the establishment of modern bus terminals in Badin and Thatta since a similar study had already been entrusted to a Japanese firm, JICA.

The minister said that the firm was also studying the locations for parking plazas in Karachi.

Implications of SRTC closure

Mr Jadoon told the house that the shelving of the Sindh Road Transport Corporation (SRTC) in December 1999 had rendered 1,844 workers jobless and the government was burdened with Rs1,200 million it had to pay to them under a golden handshake scheme. The loan, he said, had to be acquired from the World Bank.

The workers at the Hyderabad set-up of the corporation had been protesting against their retrenchment and the government was considering their case on humanitarian grounds, he added.

The minister said that the corporation’s immovable properties were being looked after by the relevant officials.

In reply to a question, he said that due to a shortage of gas, the government was facing problems in setting up CNG stations along highways. The situation would improve with the commissioning of the Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline, he hoped.

Earlier, the house started the day’s proceedings at 11.15am with Speaker Nisar Ahmad Khuhro in the chair.

Contrary to the practice of taking up points of orders first, members were allowed by the chair to speak on the issues of their choice on the completion of the agenda.

The house passed into law the ‘Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University at Lyari, Karachi, Bill 2009’ with minor changes after a brief discussion.

The remaining business which included consideration of three other government bills was put off till Monday when a motion moved by Minister for Law Ayaz Soomro in this regard was granted by the house at 1.30 pm.

The other deferred bills were the Sindh Criminal Prosecution Service (construction, functions and powers) Bill, 2009; the Peoples University of Medical and Health Sciences for Women; the Shaheed Benazirabad Bill, 2009; the Sindh Land Revenue (amendment) Bill, 2009; and the Sindh Protection and Prohibition of Amenity Plots Bill, 2009.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-13, 19/12/2009)

Three youths die in accidents

KARACHI, Dec 18: A young motorcyclist was knocked down to death in a hit-and-run accident on the Nazimabad underpass, police said. 


They said that the early morning incident left the motorcyclist, 27-year-old Shahbaz Khan, dead. 


“There is no exact information available,” said an official at the Nazimabad police station. “Some people said it was a truck while a few said that it was a minibus that hit the man riding a motorbike bearing registration number KBE-9804.”The victim was a resident of Malir and was going to his workplace in SITE. 


The Nazimabad police registered a case (FIR440/2009) under Section 320 (punishment for qatl-i-khata by rash or negligent driving) of the Pakistan Penal Code on the complaint of the victim’s younger brother, Imran Khan. 


Another young motorcyclist was crushed to death by a minibus within the remit of the Malir City police station on Friday. 


Police said that the minibus of route D-7 hit the motorcyclist near Malir bridge. The man died on the spot. 


The driver managed to escape, abandoning the minibus, which was later seized by the police. However, the police said that they approached the owners of the bus so that they could help them in arresting the driver. 


The police shifted the body to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for a post-mortem examination. Later, it was moved to the Edhi morgue, Sohrab Goth, for want of identification. 


The police said they were tracing the family links of the victim, who appears to be in his early twenties, before lodging an FIR against the unknown driver. 


In a separate incident, the conductor of a fast-moving minibus of route F-11 was killed when the vehicle went out of the driver’s control and overturned on main University Road in front of the Bait-ul-Mukarram mosque. 


“It looks like an accident as the bus overturned due to over-speeding and some technical fault,” said an official at the Aziz Bhatti police station. “But we are still in the process of completing formalities and would move in line with the defined law after that.” Although the minibus driver was detained by the police, the identity of the 22-year-old conductor could not be ascertained.

(Dawn-15, 19/12/2009)

Gas shortage likely to affect CNG bus project, PA told

The shortage of gas is likely to adversely affect 8,000 CNG buses project for the city and rest of the country, said Sindh Transport Minister Akhtar Jadoon on Friday.


Jadoon was responding to supplementary questions in the Sindh Assembly during the scrutiny of the transport department’s performance.

The minister said that the CNG bus project would now be subject to laying of the Iranian gas pipeline. He said that the project for public transport is under the consideration of the federal government, which had already reserved Rs5 billion to induct 8,000 environment-friendly CNG buses in a five-year phase-wise programme. The programme covers Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Faisalabad, Multan, Quetta, Hyderabad, Peshawar, Gujranwala and Sukkur. Around Rs250 million of the total funds are proposed to be allocated for Karachi alone.


The minister said that in the first phase, 1,000 CNG buses would be provided, of which 700 would be for Karachi, while 300 would be reserved for other cities in the province. He said that out of a total 8,000 CNG buses, 4,000 would be provided to Sindh. The total cost of each CNG bus is Rs4.2 million, including the Rs0.7 million in subsidies per vehicle being provided by the government.


In response to question of Dr Nadeem Mabqool, Jadoon said that the Sindh government has asked the federal government to provide 500 coaches on an immediate basis to meet the growing needs of transport in the metropolis, adding that the government was still awaiting positive response. These coaches would be run by the Karachi Transport Society. He said that given the population of Karachi, around 10,000 buses were needed. 


Responding to another question, the minister said that the Sindh chief minister has approved a summary to ply 100 buses in other districts of the province within the next two months.
In reply to Heer Soho’s question, the minister said that the CDGK parking plaza in Lines Area, which is supposed to accommodate 700 cars and 500 motorcycles, has failed to deliver because of “faulty planning.” In a supplementary question, the minister said that JICA was conducting a study worth Rs200 million, under which suitable places for parking plazas would be identified and constructed.


To a question about the defunct Sindh Road Transport Company (SRTC), the minister said that when the SRTC ended in 1999, it owed Rs1,200 to the World Bank. He said that there were 25 depots of the SRTC, which could be utilised for bus terminals in future. 


In his written reply to question from Arif Jatoi, the minister said under Section-9 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1965, vehicles were required to be inspected after six months. He said that when the transport department would get powers, it would ensure the implementation of such law. 

He said that JICA was conducting a study to allow plying of vehicles that were manufactured till 1980s. He said that the transport department could not bring the fare of coaches to the level of mini-buses/buses, as they do not have magisterial powers. To a question about black-mailing tactics of transport associations, the minister said the government could not form its own transport associations, as this was the age of public-private partnerships.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-14, 19/12/2009)
Ineffective parking ban makes CDGK plaza useless

KARACHI, Dec 19: Nearly a couple of weeks after the imposition of a parking ban on six major roads in Saddar area, the traffic situation remains as chaotic as before with vehicles being freely parked on the roads and the newly-built parking plaza giving a deserted look. 


However, city traffic police claim that the parking ban has been imposed strictly and insist that a qualitative change has occurred in Saddar traffic situation after the imposition of the ban. 


When Dawn visited the main downtown area recently after the imposition of the ban, numerous vehicles were seen parked on the roads in clear violation of the restriction while double car parking was also witnessed in the no-parking zones. 


Motorcycles were also seen parked right in front of the “No Parking” signs not only in the no-parking zones, but also on footpaths. However, a forklift truck was also seen lifting cars violating the ban while motorcycles were also seen being picked up by traffic policemen. 


The traffic police officials were putting these motorcycles on a pick-up truck and were taking them away. 


Some traffic policemen posted near the Saddar electronics market, Bambino Cinema, BVS School and Zainab Market areas told Dawn that over 100 motorcycles and around 40 cars were daily being picked up from their respective areas. 

However, Preedy and Secretariat police stations officials, under whose control the areas fall, insisted that hardly 25 cars and 40 motorcycles were picked up daily. This showed a clear contradiction in the statements of the police. 


Both these police stations have one pick-up truck which can accommodate six motorcycles in one go and one forklift truck. However, the huge number of illegally parked vehicles suggests that the number of forklift trucks should be increased at once. The fine collection system also needs a thorough review. 


Currently, the police charge around Rs500 for a car and Rs200 for a motorcycle as a tow-away charge which is collected in cash at the time of return of the vehicle. 


The owner of a vehicle also has to pay a Rs100 fine for wrong parking which is to be deposited in bank. 

It has been suggested that this amount of Rs100 fine should be increased to deter law-breakers from flouting traffic rules. 


Experts believe that there is also a need for transparency in the car-towing affair and that can be done through depositing the towing fee directly in bank. 
A person whose car had been picked up by the forklift truck near a fast food outlet in Saddar told Dawn that he asked the police not to issue him Rs100 challan (fine) and just take the Rs500 towing fee and let him go. 

He said that depositing the challan in bank was a big hassle. He said that his car was released after the payment of the towing fee and he was allowed to go with his vehicle. 


The payment of Rs500 was not made through a banking channel and that opens a way to corruption. 


Another aspect of the problem is that influential people use their “connections” whenever they violate traffic rules and parking ban. 


When Dawn asked the police about the issue they said that government servants and people connected with high-ups had to be obliged. Media persons were also obliged, the police added. 


A policeman, whose motorcycle had been picked up, was returned his bike without any payment of fine only because he was a policeman, the traffic police officers said. 


They said that they were facing another strange situation near the Saddar cellphone market area. 


The mobile phone market shopkeepers have demarcated road space in front of their shops by chains and ropes, claiming that this is their parking space. They told police not to touch the motorbikes parked inside the demarcated space, which is obviously a clear violation of traffic rules. 


Interestingly, when Dawn talked to some traffic police officers they even did not know that Saddar roads had been declared a no-parking zone. 


Talking to this reporter, they said that if the government was really serious about implementing the ban, then additional police force should be deputed to implement the traffic rules. 


Shopkeepers, residents and others people staged strong a protest whenever police tried to enforce traffic rules, they said. 

“We are short of strength; we do not have weapons, so that we can deal with any situation,” they said. 


They said that if they were strengthened and were reinforced, they would definitely work without any fear and would implement the parking ban with full force and the people would definitely become used to it in a few days time and would honour the traffic rules. 


DIG Traffic Khurrum Gulzar said that orders had been issued since the imposition of Section 144 under the criminal procedure code regarding the ban on parking and many vehicles had been picked up, although many still could be seen parked illegally in the area. He stressed the need for creating awareness among drivers, local shopkeepers, residents and shoppers about parking their vehicles at proper places. 


Responding to Dawn queries, the contractor of the parking plaza said that there had been no solid increase in the occupancy rate of the parking plaza since the imposition of the ban. 


He said that it showed that the traffic police were not taking interest in imposing the ban. 

He said that when the police did not stop people from parking their vehicles in ‘no-parking’ zones, then why people would come to the parking plaza to park their vehicles. 


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal again accused the traffic police of not implementing the ban. 

He said that the traffic police were only minting money and were involved in illegal parking activities. 
(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 20/12/2009)

Two brothers killed in hit-and-run accident

KARACHI, Dec 20: Two brothers were knocked down to death by a fast-moving pickup near Mawach Goth within the remit of the Mauripur police station on Sunday, police said. 


The two brothers, 30-year-old Nadeem Khan and 18-year-old Tanveer, both employed with a local newspaper, were going to their workplace in the Old City area from their residence in Haroonabad when they met with the fatal accident. 


The police said that it was an early morning hit-and-run accident and some commuters informed the police that the bodies of two men were lying on the road. 


The police reached the scene and shifted the bodies to the Civil Hospital Karachi for their post-mortem examination. 


The police said that the killer driver escaped, leaving abandoned his pickup after the accident. 


“A few people who witnessed the accident said that they saw only one man running from the scene,” said Sub-Inspector Ali Haider. “We have seized the pickup (KN-2424) and are trying to trace its owner for further investigations.” 


He said the examination of the motorcycle, bearing registration number KDN-8100, suggested that it was hit in the rear and the two victims sustained serious head injuries. 


A case (FIR 548/2009) was registered against the unknown driver under Section 320 (punishment for qatl-i-khata by rash or negligent driving) of the Pakistan Penal Code at the Mauripur police station on the complaint of Waheed Khan, the victims’ elder brother. 


The accident, meanwhile, left the family of two brothers in a state of shock and traumatised. Later, the two brothers were buried at the Mewashah graveyard amid moving scenes. 

Waheed Khan, the eldest among six brothers, told Dawn that Nadeem was the father of three and the sole bread-earner of his family. He said that Tanveer and Nadeem worked in same organisation and they used to go to work on a motorbike. 


Young man shot dead 

A 25-year-old man was gunned down outside his house in Naval Colony within the remit of the Mauripur police station on Sunday, police said. They said that the man, Khair Muhammad, was standing outside his residence when two armed men riding a motorbike arrived at the scene and one of them shot a single bullet that hit him in the head. 


“Witnesses said that initially the assailants talked to the victim for a few minutes and then one of them pulled out his gun and fired at him” said an official at the Maripur police station. “Such accounts suggest that the victim and the killers were familiar to each other and the killing may be a result of some personal enmity.” He said the body was shifted to the Civil Hospital and a case would be registered after the completion of medico-legal formalities.

(Dawn-13, 21/12/2009)

Man killed, three injured as dumper hits car

KARACHI, Dec 21: A man was killed and three others were injured when a fast-moving dumper rammed into a car in the Mauripur area on Monday. 


Police said the accident occurred near the Edhi graveyard, adding that the car was carrying four persons. One of them was killed and the other three were injured, they said.The deceased was identified as Bismillah Khan, whose body was sent to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for legal formalities. The injured were taken to the Civil Hospital for treatment. 


The police said the dumper driver fled the scene, leaving behind the vehicle, which was impounded. An FIR was yet to be registered as legal formalities were being completed by the police till late in the evening. 


Shootout 

The Docks police on Monday night arrested three suspects after a shootout at Al-Falah Chowk near Mohammadi Colony. 


The police claimed to have seized two pistols from them. 


Keamari SSP Amir Farooqi said that one of the arrested suspects, Noor Mohammad alias Mohammadi, was wanted in at least 13 different criminal cases registered at various police stations in the city. 

They identified the other suspects as Nizam Khan and Faizullah. 
(Dawn-15, 22/12/2009)

Five-year plan submitted to overhaul urban transport system

A comprehensive five-year plan for urban transport has been proposed to the federal government by the Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC), a subordinate body of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), which seeks to enhance the transportation capacity in the city through a number of mass transit projects.


As per the five-year plan, a venture called ëKarachi Transportation Improvement Projectí would be initiated to in 2010, which would conduct a study regarding the Karachi Transport Master Plan. 


This initiative would be taken with the aid of Rs370.81 million Japanese grant.


Sources said that the plan discusses the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS), which would cost Rs22 billion. The plan also talks about the Rapid Rail Transit System (RRTS) and the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) over the next five years.


Similarly, the plan also anticipates the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project to be duly materialised, with the expected investment in this context amounting to around Rs21 billion. This would include the provision of upfront grant and subsidy on mark-up of about Rs2.5 billion, which would be extended by the government of Pakistan.


Input regarding the plan was completed as part of the 10th Five-Year Peopleís Plan 2010-15, which was initiated by the Planning and Development Division, Planning Commission, Government of Pakistan. In this connection, various working groups on different sectors were constituted, keeping in view their respective terms of references. Sources told The News that working groups on transport and logistic sector were represented by the heads of transport departments, and their suggestions were taken on board. 


The KMTC director general, on behalf of the CDGK, subsequently submitted the Karachi Urban Transport System Plan to facilitate the finalisation of the five-year Five Year Peopleís Plan with special reference to transport sector. The recommendations of the KMTC were submitted in a meeting with the chief of the federal governmentís transport and communication department. 


As per the documents, copies of which are available with The News, the Project Cost (PC)-II for study of Karachi Transportation Improvement Project has already been forwarded. One of the main objectives of the study would be the development of Karachi Urban Transport Master Plan (KUTMP) till the year 2030.


Under ëShaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Projectí which is being sponsored by the federal government, 4,000 CNG dedicated buses were to be inducted under the private-public partnership over the next five years. However, according to the plan, the project could not be started timely due to the delay in transfer of agreed funds. Around 500 buses are supposed to be inducted in the current fiscal year, with sponsoring amount of Rs300 million.

Sources said that the city government expects that with the induction of 4,000 buses, about 4.6 million commuters would enjoy safer and comfortable public transport facilities at affordable fare structures. Similarly, sources said, 20,000 direct jobs would be generated and jobs opportunities in 40 different transport-related industries would be created. 


The pre-feasibility study of three BRTS lines, each of them 45.5-kilometres-long, has been completed, and the entire project cost would be Rs22 billion.


According to details of RRTS, the first priory corridor would be from Sohrab Goth to Tower, and would be 15.2 kilometres long — 7.2 kilometres of the track would be underground while 8.0 kilometres would be elevated. The project is under consideration, and would be built either on credit financing or other funding source, and is estimated to cost Rs50 billion. It is expected that an average of 1.2 million passengers will benefit from the project on a daily basis. 


Sources said that the revival of KCR project is also on the cards, and this would be implemented by the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) through a Japanese loan of Rs128 billion.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 23/12/2009)
UTP killed, two injured in City Courts ambush

An under-trial prisoner (UTP) was killed while two others including a policeman were injured when armed assailants ambushed them on the City Courts premises on Wednesday morning.


During the attack, the UTP, Malik Sohail, was killed while another UTP, Hamad Gul and a police constable, Suleman, were injured.


Malik Sohail and Hamad Gul had been brought to the City Courts from the Central Prison Karachi for hearing in a case related to the murder of one, Ahmed Jan, who was killed in 2007, in the Baldia police limits. 


While the UTPs were being shifted to UTPs’ Ward, prior to appearing before the Additional District and Sessions Judge-II West, suddenly three armed men turned up and opened fire, killing Malik Sohail on the spot and injuring Hamad Gul. 


In the meantime, the City Courts police arrested one of the assailants, Khasta Gul, and recovered a TT pistol and four live cartridges from him.


SPO Preedy Qasim Ghauri said that the arrested accused told the investigators that his deceased uncle, Ahmed Jan, was killed in 2007 allegedly by Malik Sohail and Hamad Gul and an FIR (11/07) was lodged by Ghulam Jan, brother of the deceased (Ahmed Jan), against the accused at the Baldia Town police station.


The arrested accused told the investigators that he along with Dilawar and Faisal, sons of the deceased (Ahmed Jan), plotted to ambush Sohail and Hamad within the court premises. 


SPO Ghauri said that the attackers had been attending court proceedings during the past many weeks and they were well aware of security on the court premises. He said that the attackers entered from the gate used by advocates and the security at the gate usually remains low, as the police are not allowed to check advocates entering the city court with their client. 


He said that the UTPs were ambushed near Block-E near the Lock-up Gate of the City Courts. 


Police lodged an FIR and investigation is under way.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 24/12/2009)
Delays hit proposal for standardised bike number plates

KARACHI, Dec 25: Instead of giving priority to security-related projects in the current precarious security situation, the Sindh finance department has returned a summary moved by the excise department for standardisation of registration plates of motorcycles and rickshaws, sources told Dawn. 


The sources privy to the development said that the finance department sat on the summary for several months and returned the proposal recently, demanding that the excise department justify the project. 


Crime patterns in the city shows that motorcycles are the ‘preferred’ means of conveyance for criminals. Two-wheelers have been used not only in cases of murder, street crime, extortion and armed robbery, but also in acts of terrorism. With a very few exceptions, most targeted killings in the city have been carried out on motorcycles. 


Unlike Punjab where the previous government introduced standardized registration plates for four-wheelers and two-wheelers, customized registration plates for motorcycles are used in Sindh. 


According to official statistics, there are well over 1.1 million registered motorcycles in Karachi, all bearing customized registration plates. 


“Since they are customized it is practically impossible to read or note the registration number of a motorbike even in normal circumstances unless one concentrates, let alone noting it at a crime-scene,” a police officer pointed out. 


He said it had often been observed that tracing the origin of a motorcycle used in a bomb explosion consumes much more time and efforts of investigators than identifying a car used in a similar act of terrorism. 

While a format for registration plates of cars is being strictly enforced, the excise department was slow to introduce standardized plates for two- and three-wheelers in Sindh. 


Motorcyclists are free to use registration plates printed in any format and on any material, which makes it difficult to regulate their use or to keep track of two-wheeler owners. The rising cases of motorcycle thefts could also be attributed to the use of customized registration plates in the city, the police officer said. 


An official of the provincial excise department told Dawn that if the summary was approved by the competent authority, the department had planned to issue standardized plates to applicants for new registration under the project. Besides, he said, it was planned that the owners of 1.1 million registered motorcycles would be issued standardized registration plates in phases. For instance, he explained, 25,000 motorcycle owners would be called to the excise office initially to receive the new plates at a nominal cost of Rs100. Similarly, 50,000 motorbike owners would be called in the next phase. This way the process was expected to be completed within two years, the official added. 


The sources said that the proposal for standardized registration plates of motorcycles and rickshaws was moved by the excise department over six months back. But it was recently returned, with an objection seeking justification of the project. 


Dawn made several attempts to get the version of the provincial finance department, but none of the officials was available to comment on the status of the summary. 
(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-13, 26/12/2009)

Baradari parking lot builders get undue favour

KARACHI, Dec 26: The city government, which has handed over a couple of acres of prime land adjacent to the Bagh-i-Jinnah (formerly Polo Ground) to a private party to develop a parking lot, is reluctant to take any action against the party for delaying the project. 


According to sources, the amenity plot which earlier served as part of a major public park, was handed over to the party without the land use status having been changed. The officials concerned felt that the CDGK was not required to adhere to such formalities. 


According to the sources, the agreement between the CDGK and the party, a sister organisation of the hotel next to which the parking lot is being developed, proposes a daily fine after the expiry of the deadline set for the completion of the project. “However, the CDGK has not even sent a demand note, leave alone initiate the recovery of the fine amount,” the sources said. 


The plot popularly known as “Baradari Park” is located within the “high-security zone” of the metropolis with the Chief Minister’s House, the Governor’s House, the State Guest House, as well as the chief secretary’s residence, the DCO camp office, and a couple of five-star hotels near the site. 


Worth around Rs2 billion, the plot has been handed over to the party for a roughly Rs10,000 per day rent. 

The sources said that the city government had awarded the contract for an underground parking lot with a capacity of accommodating over 600 vehicles to M/s Mustafa International with the condition that the Baradari structure would not be demolished. 


The two-level underground parking lot will have three access points — two from Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road side and one, being the emergency exit, from the hotel standing next to it — and the contractor is supposed to lay the park after completing the parking lot project so that the Baradari could be reopened to the general public. 


The contract signed on Aug 8, 2008 has been awarded on a “build, operate and transfer” (BOT) basis. The cost of the project (Rs250 million) is being invested by the contractor. The city government has been offered Rs100 million over a period of 30 years which comes to about Rs10,000 per day. During the 30-year period, the contractor would operate the parking facility. 


The sources pointed out that the deadline set for the completion of the project was Aug 8, 2009 and under the agreement, the party was bound to pay a fine of Rs10,000 per day if it failed to meet the deadline. 


Responding to Dawn queries, city government officials looking after the parking facilities in the metropolis conceded that the project had hit delays on account of the contractor’s problems. They also admitted that the city government had not made a demand for the fine as envisaged under the agreement. 


Regarding the formalities and rules flouted in the particular case, the CDGK officials said that they had sought the opinion of the master plan department (MPD), which maintained that since it was an underground parking lot and the public park was supposed to be restored after its construction, there was no need to get the status of the land use changed. 


The CDGK officials said the opinion of the law department was also sought in this regard and there was no objection. The law department was of the view that the relevant laws did not call for changing the status for one amenity use to another amenity use. It argued that originally the land was for a park, which was planned to be restored after construction of an underground parking lot. Therefore, the law department allowed the project to be executed. 


The CDGK officials further stated that the project was also referred to the KBCA, which reviewed it and informed the city government that under the new directives given by the government, seeking clearance of plans for a government building from the KBCA was not required. 


After being satisfied that no relevant department or agency had any objection, the city government did not feel it necessary to send the proposal to the city council for getting the land use status changed in this particular case, the CDGK officials said. 

They did not agree that the park land had been allotted to the owners of the adjacent hotel but confirmed that M/s Mustafa International was a sister concern of the same hotel.


“The parking facility will be called the ‘CDGK Car Park’ and will be open to the public… it will not be restricted to any particular user,” they declared.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 27/12/2009)

Buses, warehouses add to Lyari problems

KARACHI, Dec 26: Scores of heavy vehicles, including trucks, trailers, oil tankers and other vehicles, travel the routes of old city area in Lyari as well as Saddar Town everyday, creating congestion and adding to pollution in the area. 


These vehicles use regular traffic routes. However, their movement is restricted not only to commercial areas, but they also enter narrow residential lanes, resulting in an increase in traffic congestion, further aggravating the pollution problem. 


The administration has repeatedly imposed a ban on the movement of heavy vehicles, but it has not been able to implement it because of the “high connections” of the transporters. Unfortunately, at present cargo warehouses are spread all over the old city areas, including Kharadar and Mithadar in Saddar Town. 


The traffic situation has worsened in Kharadar and its surrounding areas after the allotment of shops for warehouses built along the football stadium near the KPT stadium. 


These warehouses have also been established illegally in Lea Market and its surrounding areas. 


Though the administration banned the operation of heavy vehicles in the old areas after the construction of a new truck stand on Hawkesbay Road, where they were provided an alternative site for the parking of their vehicles, after the passage of time the transporters ignored the order of the authorities and resumed their business as usual. 

Since the movement of buses and other public carriers is erratic in the locality, they do follow a specific route and their stops are also not regular. They are free to pick or drop passengers anywhere along the routes, often stopping in the middle of the road, triggering a traffic chaos, making pedestrians go through a nerve-racking experience. At times this situation has resulted in many fatal accidents. 


A survey of the locality shows that the drivers follow schedule of their liking. They either resort to rash driving to meet deadlines or stop at a particular place at a time of their convenience and waiting for other vehicles to fill up. This causes problems for the commuters in reaching workplaces. 


One of the problems of the traffic congestion in the old city areas is the occupation of a major part of the road space by cart-pullers, vendors and roadside shopkeepers who put their display boards on the footpath. 


This trend is clearly visible on marketplaces in Lea Market, Napier Road, Boulton Market and shopping centres on M.A Jinnah Road. 


Encroachers on these routes operate under the covert blessings of the police and municipal officials. 


Area people have demanded the removal of all sorts of encroachments along the main roads and improvement in the level of police efficiency. 


They also suggested that encroachers such as vendors and cart-pullers be shifted to the space specially earmarked for them and improvement should be made in the traffic controlling, signaling and management systems.

(Dawn-14, 27/12/2009)

Passengers demand better public transport facilities

KARACHI, Dec 26: Most public transport users, who were visibly annoyed and unhappy when they were asked by bus conductors to pay an additional Rs2 to their travel fares, said that although the fares had been raised, they did not see any corresponding improvement in public transport conditions. 


Talking to APP here on Saturday, the passengers said that they wanted to know if the conditions attached to the rise in transport fares, for example vehicles fitness, had ever been met. 


Strongly criticising the present state of public transport, they said that in most cases they had to face inhuman conditions while travelling in buses and coaches.The passengers, mainly comprising people of modest earnings, said that the decision to increase travel fares must be linked with 100 per cent fitness of buses and coaches and other public transport vehicles. 


A passenger, Mohammad Abid Hussain, expressing his dejection over the recent hike in fares said that transport operators should have had ensured 100 per cent fitness of their vehicles before raising fares. 


He said that CNG buses should have been introduced within no time, once the fares were raised as transport operators had stated before. 


“We are compelled to travel in the same old rickety wagons and buses which can break down just in the middle of the road anytime,” complained Maryam Akhter, a schoolteacher. 

There was no dearth of complainants who mentioned how very often they found it extremely difficult to sit on seats which were not only untidy, but also had shrunk in width as well as in numbers to accommodate maximum number of passengers.Most of the passengers said that they were compelled to travel long distances in these old rusty buses and remained standing all along their journey. 


A garments factory worker, Naureen Nighat, said that sharp and pointed pieces of tin used in decoration of buses, nails protruding from seats which often tear clothes and exposed passengers to embarrassing situations, besides adding to their miseries, clearly showed the poor maintenance of these public transport vehicles. 


Majority of women passengers agreed with Ms Naureen and also referred to the problem of space reserved for women in buses. 


They said that often men occupied these seats in women compartments and there were also deliberate attempts by many transport operators to reduce the space meant for women passengers in buses. 


Because of that, most women passengers said that they had to wait for long hours at bus stops for the next vehicle to come as they did not find any space in most public buses. 


Irfan Ibrahim, a student, accepted that increase in the rates of petroleum at world market must have had made it difficult to maintain the old rates of fares. 


However, he urged that high handedness of transport operators must be controlled. 

“Police should be there to penalise bus drivers who violate traffic rules and must ensure that fitness tests of these vehicles are genuinely conducted and each vehicle must carry the necessary certificate,” he said. 

He referred to a statement issued by the relevant government authorities that transporters have committed to removing pressure horns, extra mirrors and tape recorders from their vehicles. He said that these could still be found in most public transport vehicles. “I also cannot notice any discipline among the drivers in context of speed limit,” he said. 


A majority of citizens, including car owners, regretted that no concrete step had ever been taken to withdraw the smoke emitting vehicles and buses from roads. 


A public transport operator, Mohammad Iqbal, agreeing with most of the complaints, said that different transport bodies were making attempts to address these issues. 

He, however, held many of commuters responsible for their own problems. 

“Even when new buses and wagons are brought on the roads people tend to make mess of them, consequently everyone has to suffer,” he said. He said that old buses would be gradually taken off the roads and asked the government to help them to achieve this goal. 


About the public complaints regarding the rise in public transport fares even while covering short distances, Iqbal said Karachi happened to be a city where people usually cover long distances and there should be some mechanism under which those passengers who have to cover small distance should not have to pay additional amount beyond their means,” he said.

(Dawn-15, 27/12/2009)

CNG bus project on the rocks?

The pilot project of 500 dedicated CNG buses for Karachi may collapse if Executive Committee of National Economic Council (Ecnec) requirements regarding the provision of funds till December 31, 2009 are not met, The News has learnt.


Sources told The News that the federal finance ministry and the environment ministry are all set for the release of the much-awaited Rs300 million for the ‘Shaheed Benazir Bhutto CNG Bus Project’ to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). If the provision of funds is delayed any further, sources said, the entire project may be in jeopardy. 

These apprehensions are based on the fact that only three working days would be available to the authorities concerned before the lapse of the deadline set by Ecnec, given that Monday would be a public holiday on account of Ashura. 

Sources told The News that once the first hurdle is crossed, the SBP would communicate the account number and the allocated financing for buses would be released in favour of the SBP for onwards disbursement to investors/operators through notified commercial bank/ different financial institutions (DFIs).


After the funds are transferred to the SBP, sources said, all commercial banks/DFIs would be directed to participate in the CNG bus financing programme as approved by the federal government, in line with the modus operandi which has been approved as well.


Meanwhile, a meeting of the notified technical committee has been scheduled on December 30, 2009 to consider three new investors/operators for prequalification. The technical committee was notified by the Sindh government on June 25, 2008 under the chair of Additional Chief Secretary (ACS), Development.


Once the three new investors are verified, the total number of investors would reach seven, sources said, adding that after receiving the funds, these operators would hopefully bring the buses. 

Sources said that the federal board of revenue has already confirmed the import duty concession on these CNG dedicated buses. It is pertinent to note here that these buses would be exempted from 15 percent import duty. 


The Pakistan government would provide Rs2.5 billion as subsidy and upfront grant for bringing 4,000 CNG dedicated buses over the next five years. This amounts translates into a subsidy of Rs677,181 towards the cost of one bus, while as per modalities, Rs300,000 will be provided in upfront grant as part of down-payment and Rs377,181 as interest subsidy, which would be payable in five years. Bus investors/operators may apply for a minimum fleet of 25 buses, and the maximum debt to equity ratio has been set at 80:20. 

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 27/12/2009)
Work on Karachi circular railway to begin next year

KARACHI: Work on the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway is expected to start in 2010 and the service is likely to be available for public within the next three years. 


On completion of the project, an international operator of repute will be appointed for operation and maintenance of the KCR on the pattern of successful role model of Singapore Mass Rail Transit, according to the KCR project director. 
He said that the revised cost of the project according to the final study report – special assistance for project formation, which was sponsored by the Japan International Cooperation Agency and received in April 2009 was $1558.8 million. The previous estimate was around $872.316 million. 

[image: image6.jpg]



The project director said that the increase in cost was because of the modifications brought in the project study to offer better transport facilities to people.


The KCR route length, according to the study, will be 43.12 kilometres which would include an elevated track of 22.49km, a track of four kilometres in tunnel and 16.63km track on ground. 


It will have 27 stations – 14 on ground, 11 elevated and two in tunnels – in the city. The revival plan of KCR was approved by ECNEC last week. 


Under the project, he said, 290 trains would be run daily at an interval of six minutes, with a capacity of carrying between 942 and 1,391 passengers per train. This way 0.69 million passengers would commute by the trains on a daily basis, he added. 


The stations will be provided with computerised ticketing, automated ticket gates, vending machines and elevators. 


The entire KCR will be provided with electric traction infrastructure and modernized signalling and telecommunication system. 


The project director said that numerous studies were arranged and conducted in order to plan an effective public transportation system in the city, but no project could be implemented for a variety of reasons, including insufficient funds. 


According to him, the government has decided to revive the KCR in two phases as modern commuter system for citizens. 


It was decided that the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) would be formed with the Ministry of Railways, Government of Sindh and City District Government Karachi as shareholders on the basis of their equity. 

In October 2005, the Japan External Trade Organisation working under the aegis of the government of Japan carried out a feasibility study of the KCR in close coordination with the Pakistan Railways, government of Sindh, CDGK and other agencies/institutions. 

The final report (March 2006) recommended the revival of KCR as a viable project for mitigating the commuter problems of citizens.


He said that the KUTC was incorporated on May 8, 2008, in the Securities Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) as a public limited (not listed) with nine directors on board four from Pakistan Railways, two from the government of Sindh, two from the city district government of Karachi and one director from the private sector. Its authorized capital was Rs10 billion. 


He said that the KUTC would be the vehicle for the implementation of KCR project and would oversee the management of KCR. 


The circular railway was constructed and opened for traffic in two phases in 1964 and 1970. It originated from Drigh Road Station on the main line and after crossing Sharea Faisal passed through populated areas of Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, Lyari, Kharadar and finally arrived at the Karachi City Station. 


However, due to lack of investment in the infrastructure, its operational efficiency was marginalized. The number of trains reduced, causing an increase in running time and a reduction in number of passengers. Eventually, the KCR was closed for passenger traffic in December 1999.

(Dawn-15, 28/12/2009)

KCR on track?

THERE is reason to be optimistic about the revival of Karachi’s circular railway project. The latter had received the green signal from federal authorities a few months ago and the KCR’s project director has now said that work on the scheme could begin in 2010 and that the service should be available to commuters within the next three years. Though promises made by the wielders of authority in the country are not always honoured, in this case we hope that a viable and affordable mass transit alternative for Karachi’s citizens, in the form of the circular railway, is indeed made available within the stipulated time. Although many of the city’s major roads have been widened and modified for heavy traffic, they continue to be clogged with smoke-emitting vehicles including buses whose passengers are often perched precariously on the roof or dangle from the door. Though the introduction of CNG buses is a positive move where pollution is concerned, it is a drop in the ocean considering the city’s teeming population. Moreover, the country is also facing a gas crisis. The circular railway can hopefully play a part in not only easing traffic congestion but also making the public’s commuting experience less traumatic. 


Plans for the KCR look impressive — on paper at least. The project director says it will be run along the lines of Singapore’s mass transit service. Stations are to be provided with computerised ticketing services and automated ticket gates while trains would be run on the basis of a modern signalling and telecommunication system. Perhaps it is these factors that have caused the project’s cost to nearly double. The KCR chief justified the increased expense because the “modifications … in the project study … offer better transport facilities to [the] people”. Let’s hope this is true and that the circular railway trains start running by the projected time.

(Dawn-7, 30/12/2009)

