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KWSB, Clifton Cantt board in water row

KARACHI, July 13: Several localities in the remit of the Cantonment Board Clifton have been facing a water shortage for the past many weeks, while the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the cantonment board continue to clash over the latter’s water share. 


The water board reportedly cut the CBC’s water share by more than half weeks ago, causing an acute shortage of water in several blocks of Clifton and other densely populated areas in the remit of the CBC. There may be a breakdown of law and order in the area if the water supply is not improved at the earliest, CBC officials apprehend. 


“In fact, a serious water crisis has been persisting in several blocks of Clifton and a number of other localities in the jurisdiction of the cantonment board for the last three months merely because the CBC’s quota of water has been reduced by more than half,” a cantonment board official claimed. 


The official said that the water share of the cantonment board, a bulk consumer, was fixed at 14 million gallons a day, but for the last three months the supply had been reduced to only 6.5 million gallons a day. The reduced supply had made it impossible for the CBC to ensure an equal and adequate distribution of water in every locality, he added. 


“Since the KWSB has made a drastic cut in our supply we have no choice but to supply water to the residents of CBC’s localities after every three days as against our previous schedule of supply on alternate days,” the official said. 

He elaborated that the cantonment board was responsible for ensuring uninterrupted water supply not only to about 53,000 housing units located in different blocks of Clifton but also to several other thickly populated areas, including Delhi Colony, Punjab Colony, Hazara Colony, Neelum Colony, under its remit. 


A senior official of the cantonment board told Dawn that the Clifton Residents’ Association had recently warned that people would not hesitate to take to the streets if the water shortage issue was not resolved at the earliest. 

He said the association had deplored that despite repeated assurances made by water board officials during a series of meetings, the KWSB had failed to honour their commitment so far. 


The residents claimed that the officials of the water board had assured them of immediate restoration of normal supply to their areas. They were facing immense hardships at present and the failure of the water board to honour its commitment had caused considerable embarrassment to the office-bearers of the association, he added. 


KWSB rejects allegations 

When asked about the cause of reduction in the water share of the Cantonment Board Clifton, the KWSB’s chief engineer of bulk water transmission and distribution, Najm-e-Alam Siddiqui, rejected the cantonment board’s claim outright. He said that the quota had not been drastically reduced from 14 million gallons to 6.5 million gallons a day. 


The official made it clear that the water quota of the cantonment board was actually eight million gallons a day and it was being supplied 7.5 million gallons of water a day at present.

(Dawn-13, 14/07/2009)

Water shortage in DHA, Clifton

The lingering water crisis the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and Cantonment Board Clifton deepened further on Monday as the CBC said that it had just received four million gallons of water from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) that was highly insufficient for the needs of the area. 


The CBC officials said the cantonment board had never received the promised 8 MGD supply from the KWSB causing severe water shortage in Clifton and DHA areas. Average quantity of water received by the CBC from the KWSB during the months of February, March, and April and up to May 19 was 7.5 MGD against the present requirement of 14 MGD. 


The Clifton cantonment received 7.206 MGD water per day in May. In June, the average per day water supply dropped to 6.435 MGD.

(The News-13, 14/07/2009)
President asks for setting up Inland Water Transport Authority

Govt to build 13 small dams


ISLAMABAD: Thirteen dams will be built in all four provinces, including five in Balochistan, four in Sindh and two each in NWFP and Punjab, WAPDA Chairman Shakeel Durrani said on Tuesday.

He was speaking at a meeting attended by President Asif Ali Zardari at the Presidency.


The meeting discussed various issues including the construction of small and medium dams and the development of hybrid seeds to multiply agricultural produce.


The president advised the government to engage experts and consultants for a study on the setting up of an Inland Water Transport Authority (IWTA) in order to plan and develop an inland water transportation system on the River Indus.


Zardari directed that the report on the IWTA be completed within 3 months. “The authority should be given legislative cover rather then establishing it through an executive order,” he said.

“Pakistan must not miss out on the economic potential of an inland water transportation system,” the president added.


Zardari directed that a committee consisting of the Maritime Industry task force Maritime Industry chairman, WAPDA chairman, and a representative each from the Ministry of Ports and Shipping and NESPAK be formed to oversee the preparation of the report within the stipulated time period.


Earlier, Durrani briefed the meeting on the proposed project to build small and medium dams in two phases. 


The president’s spokesman Farhatullah Babar quoted the president as saying that the development of a comprehensive network of rivers and canals for an efficient inland water transportation system should not be delayed any longer.


Babar quoted Zardari as saying that the Indus had historically served as a navigation route and there was a need to revive its role in the country’s economic progress. 


Ground breaking: “The president has given a deadline of October for the ground breaking of the project,” Babar said.


Durrani said that land acquisition for the dams would start from August. “State land under the command area of the dams will be developed by the provincial governments with technical assistance from the Pakistan Agriculture Research Council (PARC) to install sprinkle irrigation systems for high value crops,” he said.


In order to finance the dams, he said, Rs 2.5 billion were available from the current year’s Public Sector Development Programme and a memorandum of understanding signed with China provided $700 million over the next four years. Babar quoted the president as saying that the state land in the command areas would be allotted to women, empowering them as part of the policy envisioned by Benazir Bhutto. PARC Chairman Dr Zafar Altaf also gave a detailed presentation on hybrid seed development, which had been aided by China, for wheat, cotton and rice. 

He said China had shared its world-class genetic resources with the outside world for the first time. “The president has asked the agricultural ministry and PARC to develop plans for helping small, marginal and fragile farmers,” the president’s spokesman said.

(DailyTimes-A1, 15/07/2009)

Contaminated water blamed for gastroenteritis in Landhi areas

KARACHI, July 16: More than 700 men, women and children reported with symptoms of gastroenteritis at an emergency medical camp in a Landhi locality on Thursday after they had consumed infected water for several days. 


Health officials told Dawn they learnt about the gastro epidemic in Samdani Town of UC-5 in Landhi Town on Wednesday evening. Though the media reported that two persons, including a 14-year-old boy, had died of the epidemic, they said they had no knowledge of any death. They, however, said they had been referring seriously unwell patients to various government hospitals since Wednesday night. Although most of the patients had been discharged from the hospitals, about 600 were given rehydration treatment. 


In the meantime, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board dismantled the faulty line which supplied water to hundreds of houses in Samdani Town, Future Colony and Mansehra Colony. 


Environment agency and town health officials have also collected samples of the water from various house reservoirs and supply points to ascertain the level of bacteria/virus in the contaminated water. 


Elected representatives of the people in the union council, town and the provincial assembly also visited the areas and stressed the need for supply of uncontaminated water to the area. Residents have also been asked to adopt preventive measures and also boil the water being supplied to them in emergency through tankers and other means. 


Social workers and residents from the area said that the affected area had no permanent water supply source and in the absence of water in an old main, the residents were getting water through a four-inch dia pipeline partially submerged by waste and sewage. They feared that the outbreak of gastro was the result of mixing of drinking water, faeces and sewage in the area. 


District officer (health) Dr Zafar Ijaz and Landhi town health officer Dr Khalid Shaikh said the emergency medical camp started functioning at around 8.30pm on Wednesday and a good number of acute cases of gastro-intestinal infections, including children and women, were received in the initial hours. The situation was under control now as the number of cases reporting even with minor health complaints had almost stopped at the camp in the evening on Thursday, the health officials added. 


Dr Shaikh said he did not see any reason to continue the emergency camp on Friday, while the area people had also been told to report for further medical aid at the town health facility in Future Colony. The gastro-struck people largely came up with the symptoms of passing loose stools frequently, nausea, vomiting and abdominal cramps. Patients with severe vomiting and diarrhoea were sent to the government hospital of Korangi-5, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre and National Institute of Child Health, he said. 


The director-general of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency, Naeem Ahmad Mughal, told Dawn on Thursday that the supply of healthy drinking water to the citizens was the responsibility of the KWSB, and urged it to do proper monitoring and fault rectification of its supply lines to maintain water quality in line with the prescribed health standards. 


Sepa staff have also been asked to collect samples of the water blamed for the disease, and as soon as the results are known they would once again, like in the past, would be passed on to the KWSB, Mr Mughal said, adding that the causes of the water contamination would also be ascertained and those found responsible would be prosecuted for causing water pollution. 

Meanwhile, a KWSB spokesman said on Thursday that the additional chairman of the board, Imamuddin Shahzad, had ordered an inquiry into the reported polluted water supply to Future Colony, Mansehra Colony and Samdani Town and also ordered the suspension of the engineer concerned. 


The line carrying water to the population had been made ineffective following complaints, the spokesman said, adding that work for the improvement of the water line had also been initiated on an emergency basis.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17/07/2009)

Gastroenteritis epidemic in Landhi

Pipeline water samples ‘unfit for consumption’

KARACHI, July 17: City government officials have linked the epidemic of gastroenteritis in Landhi to the consumption of contaminated water, which has been found “unfit for human consumption”. 


About 750 men, women and children had reported to the medical emergency centres and nearby hospitals with symptoms of gastroenteritis in the Samdani Town, located in Union Council No 5 of Landhi Town, on Wednesday and Thursday. 


Following the outbreak, the city government’s executive district officer for health had ordered collection and test of water samples from a worn-out pipeline of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board in the area. 


Talking to Dawn on Friday, Health EDO Dr A.D. Sajnani said 19 water samples were collected from the Samdani Town area on Thursday and all were found contaminated with “high coliform density”. 


The lab test of the samples confirmed that the samples contained E.coli at a high rate, he said, adding that health officials had also collected water samples from surrounding areas for laboratory tests. 


Following the reports about the outbreak of waterborne diseases, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board dismantled the faulty line which supplied water to hundreds of houses in Samdani Town, Future Colony and Mansehra Colony. 


In a water testing exercise earlier this year, the city government’s health department had found about 31 per cent of the water samples it drew from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board sources and consumers’ underground storage tanks unfit for human consumption. Of the 5,846 water samples collected, 1,790 were found to be contaminated with high coliform density.

(Dawn-15, 18/07/2009)

Overflowing dams bring hope but damaged bridges cause despair

Overflowing natural waterways damaged bridges on the newly built Hawks Bay Road on Saturday, forcing thousands to spend the night away from their homes, in some cases having to stay in makeshift shelters. At the same time, overflowing dams in the area gave hope to people of the outlying areas of Karachi that their water needs in the coming months can be met from this resource.


Saturday’s downpour, however, brought trouble and despair to many area residents owing to the complete breakdown of civic services. Power supply was also shut off in the city’s suburbs and main roads like those in Keamari Town were severely affected, a field survey of the city’s outlying areas revealed on Sunday.

Residents of the area said that rain started Friday evening and continued all day on Saturday. Given the record downpour, the natural waterways in the outlying areas overflowed, and as they made their way into the sea, severely affected pillars of bridges and roads. Roads had to be closed as a consequence.


Hundreds of vehicles, buses, trucks, cars, pickups and motorbikes of people who came out on Saturday morning to enjoy the change of weather were stranded along this route. Several coastal villages in Keamari Town were also disconnected from the rest of the city due to rain damage.


In Bin Qasim Town, about 4,000 people residing in fishing village of Ibrahim Hyderi are shifted to government schools after rainwater flooded their houses. Local jetties were also damaged causing problems for fishermen, who were preparing to repair their fishing nets and other tools.


The other most affected areas include Dabla, Pan Paro, Shah Paro and Chashma villages near Rehri. Families from these areas were forced to take shelter at nearby government school buildings.


A spokesman of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) said around 55 coastal villages have been affected by Saturday’s rain— 210 homes were partly damaged while some small fishing boats were also affected.


Poultry farms also suffered huge losses due to the downpour with thousands of chickens dying. These communities have been facing high tides and rains for long and have been demanding that the government launch a development package to protect their villages. A PFF spokesman said in case of high tides caused as a consequence of these rains, further damage may take place in the coastal areas.


Meanwhile, all the three newly built dams, Amri Dam near Deh Lal Bakhur, Allah Banu Dam and Mubarak Dam in Keamari Town have received sufficient water and created a hope for the local communities. The Mubarak Dam project was redesigned with revised costs three times and now it is the first time it has received water and may benefit neighbouring localities.


Amri Dam built at a cost of Rs70 million is said to provide water to 18 villages located in its vicinity. Local activists said it is now overflowing and fear prevail that it may cause damages in the vicinity. Water flowing from the dam has destroyed a nearby bridge and damaged the road.


Karachi coastal area activists feared that the monsoon season may affect more villages located along the seashore. The government, despite its pledges, has still not built protection walls along vulnerable parts of the shore to save the communities, posing dangers for people of these areas.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-14, 20/07/2009)
‘Protection of treatment plants’ location crucial’

Protecting proposed lands for treatment plants would be crucial to avoid complications, said Perveen Rehman of Orangi Pilot Project (OPP).


Urging the government to retrieve the lands that have been encroached upon, she emphasised that otherwise it would be extremely difficult to implement the project. Adding further, she said that it was disturbing to note that affectees of Preedy Street were being resettled at treatment plant of Manzoor Colony, while there were also difficulties in retrieving the 350 acres of land from a treatment plant in Korangi and a similar fate could be expected for the treatment plant planned for Mauripur.


Explaining that the OPP was a part of the S-III, she explained that this was the first time authorities planned to install box trunks along certain locations of the Malir and Lyari Rivers, Orangi and Gujjar Nullah where processed sewage can be stored before it is released into the sea.

(The News-19, 20/07/2009)
No potable water and sewerage in place in Ibrahim Hyderi

Women and minor girls of Ibrahim Hyderi, the largest fishermen locality in Bin Qasim Town, have to travel a long way to fetch water, despite government-laid water pipelines in the area. Water remains an old problem of the locality. Many neighbourhoods of this 120,000-population-locality do not have access to potable water and an adequate sanitation system.


Ibrahim Hyderi is home to skilled fishermen, boat builders, net manufacturers, wedding song singers and artisans. About 50 per cent of the families, who were dependent on fishing as a source of income, migrated from the Indus Delta long ago and settled here.


Zaheer Ahmed, an inhabitant of the Labour Colony in Ibrahim Hyderi, told The News that they do not have access to the basic amenities here. He said that the Labour Colony neighbourhood comprises 500 families with a population of 5,000, and has never received water through the government-laid pipelines.


According to Zaheer, his neighbourhood is a low-lying area which receives sewerage water from the entire vicinity, thus flooding the area. Victor, a local worker in Ibrahim Hyderi said that sewerage lines in the area have been broken for the last 10 years. He added that despite repeated complaints by them, the Town Municipal Administration (TMA) has shown no positive response in this regard.


Residents of the locality accused the concerned authorities, saying that they ‘‘make promises but do not fulfill them’’. Moreover, they complained that due to collapsed and leaking sewerage lines that were linked with water supply pipelines, people receive contaminated water. The villagers tried to convey their issues to Bin Qasim Town Nazim Jan Alam Jamot during his recent visit to his native village Ibrahim Hyderi, but as usual, received no positive response.


The residents also complained about the deteriorating law and order situation in the city, pointing out that one shop in the area had been robbed five times in two years. The people accused the police and local influential groups who, according to them, were supporting criminals in the area.


In this regard, the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) spokesperson Sami Memon said that they had received complaints from the residents of Labour Colony, Charan Muhalla, Mirbahar Muhalla, Gorach Paro, Khaskheli Paro, Kariani, Machhi Paro, Dhorai Paro and other areas. Memon said that the residents complained that they were receiving contaminated water and living along the collapsed sewerage system in their respective areas. 

He added that the issues had been conveyed to the Bin Qasim TMA but it seemed that the issues of the poor people were not on the town administration’s agenda. The PFF spokesperson also pointed out that reports of children falling down in open manholes had become a routine matter. He criticised the PPP-led government that has announced development packages for other areas but has ignored the fishermen localities.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 20/07/2009)
No water supply to city for two days

KARACHI, July 20: Water supply to almost the entire city has remained suspended since Saturday night, causing immense hardship to the people on the eve of Shab-i-Meraj. 

The Dhabeji pumping station, which supplies 580 million gallons water a day to the city, stopped functioning when its power went off at around 10pm on Saturday. 


Managing Director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Qutub Sheikh, however, told Dawn that with the restoration of power supply at 11am on Monday, the pumping station resumed functioning after around 40 hours. He said water would take between 15 to 16 hours to reach half of the city areas. 

“In fact 40 per cent localities of the city will start getting water by early Tuesday morning while the remaining areas will get water by Tuesday evening,” he added. 


Several citizens complained that they could not take a bath even on Shab-i-Meraj because their areas had not been supplied water, not even through KWSB bowsers. 


Anticipating a high demand of water in several areas of the city in the absence of electricity, operators of private water tankers raised water charges. Yet the water purchased through private tankers was filthy and found unfit for human consumption, it was learnt. 


In many localities, rainwater entered into the underground storage tanks of houses and apartment buildings polluting the stored water. The Pakistan Medical Association advised citizens to put alum in water to settle the mud and boil it before using it. However, the KWSB did not issue any health advisory in this regard for the awareness of its consumers. 


Due to the unavailability of clean water in most parts of the city people rushed to shops for bottled water only to be told that the stocks had already been sold out. 


Meanwhile, residents of Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s Block 14 complained that the underground storage tanks of their apartment buildings had been filled with sewage-mixed water. 

They apprehended that sewage leaked from some broken sewers and water lines had got mixed, leaving all residents vulnerable to waterborne diseases. They demanded of the KWSB and the city government to take immediate remedial measures.

(Dawn-15, 21/07/2009)

Citizens suffering from acute water shortage

KARACHI: The people of the city faced an acute water shortage in the wake of the massive power breakdown that occurred due to the first monsoon rain, resultantly stopping the water supply from Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) on Tuesday. 


Anger, bitterness and frustration over the acute water shortage led to public protests at Tibet Centre, Saddar, Lyari, North Karachi, Federal B Area and other parts of the city on Tuesday where hundreds of men, women and children demanded that either the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) should either be renationalised or the federal government should ensure that KESC spends money on infrastructure development so that load shedding and major breakdowns are avoided. 


It was found that all the institutions in the city including hospitals, universities, courts, colleges, schools and other public entities and utilities were facing a severe water shortage owing to the three-day power outage. 

“I do not have a single drop of water at home and all my family members are waiting for water, as KWSB could not provide water due to the power breakdown,” said Sirajuddin Shams, who is a resident of Saddar Town. “I do not have any other option but to protest, as my entire family is sitting hungry, as there is no water thanks to KESC,” he added.


“KESC should be renationalised otherwise there would be no end to these power breakdowns and loadsheddding,” said Siraj. So far, there has been no change in KESC’s performance while it has considerably worsened because the short spells of load shedding have turned into power breakdowns in the name of system faults, he added. 


“We received very little water, which was stinking badly after the rain on Monday night,” said Khalil Ahmed, who is a resident of Federal B Area. We could not use it for cooking or drinking, he went on to say. 


The utility should be renationalised and this should be done immediately so that people who are already suffering to the high, unjust KESC tariffs are provided relief, said Raees Ahmed, who was protesting at Tibbet Centre. KESC keeps increasing its tariff without citing any substantial reason but even then, its performance is horrible, he added.

“We have not received water for the last three days and this power breakdown has broken us, even though we were expecting the water supply to be resumed on Tuesday, there is still no water,” said a resident of North Karachi, Faisal Ahmed.

(DailyTimes-B1, 22/07/2009)

Water sellers make windfall profits

KARACHI, July 22: Taking an undue advantage of a rush for bottled water due to non-availability of potable piped water in many localities, many retailers have raised the prices of bottles and cans of water. 

In major commercial areas of the city, bottled water is already out of stock while people complain that bottled water is being sold on the black market. 


The price of six-litre bottled water, which was Rs60 before the recent downpour, has been increased to Rs80. The rate of a can of 20-litre water, which varied from one locality to another, has been increased up to Rs60. 


The operators of private tankers have increased the price of water by 300 to 400 per cent.


Thousand gallons of water drawn from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board hydrants, which was earlier available to citizens for Rs300 and Rs400 (depending upon the distance), is being sold by the operators of private tankers for Rs1,200 and Rs1,500 after the rains. 


Similarly, the rate of 2,000-gallon water has jumped from Rs600 to Rs1,800. 

The bowsers fetching water from private hydrants are charging even more. 

According to General Secretary of the Karachi Water Tankers Association Huzoor Ahmed Khan, private tankers drawing water from the KWSB hydrants are “forced to enhance the rates”. 


In fact filling charges at the KWSB hydrants had been increased from Rs73 to Rs115 per 1,000-gallon water, he said. 

Admitting that private tankers were also supplying murky water, he said that the private tankers service nowadays was in high demand, particularly in Defence, Clifton, North Nazimabad, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and other housing societies such as PECHS, Mohammad Ali Society, Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society, KDA Scheme No 1, Bangalore Town, Al-Hamra Society, Jinnah Cooperative Housing Society and Bahadurabad.

(Dawn-15, 23/07/2009)

Overflowing dams after rain give rise to hope

The overflowing dams in the aftermath of Saturday’s torrential downpour have given hope that the shortage of water will end for those living on the outskirts of Karachi.


The three newly built dams, Amri Dam near Deh Lal Bakhur, Allah Banu Dam and Mubarak Dam in Keamari Town have received sufficient water, giving hope to the local communities to get water from them in the near future. The Mubarak Dam project was redesigned three times previously with revised costs and it is the first time it has received water.


Amri Dam built at a cost of Rs70 million is said to provide water to 18 villages in its vicinity. Local activists said that it is now overflowing and may cause damage in the locality. They said that flowing water from the dam has already destroyed a bridge and road close by.


Saturday’s downpour forced thousands living along the newly built Hawksbay Road to spend the night away from their homes in make-shift shelters. The complete breakdown of civic services only made matters worse. The power supply was cut off in the city’s suburbs and main roads in Keamari Town were severely affected, revealed a field survey of the city’s outlying areas on Sunday.


Residents of these areas told The News that rain started on Friday evening and continued all throughout Saturday. Given the record-breaking downpour, the natural waterways in the outlying areas overflowed and on their way to the sea damaged many roads and bridges, thus causing an unprecedented closure of several roads.


Buses, trucks, cars, pick-ups and motorbikes belonging to those who went to the beach to enjoy the weather on Saturday were stranded. Several coastal villages in Keamari Town were cut off from the rest of the city.


In Bin Qasim Town, about 4,000 people residing in the fishing village of Ibrahim Hyderi shifted to government schools after rainwater flooded their homes. Local jettys were also damaged causing problems for fishermen.


Other affected areas include Dabla, Pan Paro, Shah Paro and Chashma villages near Rehri. Families from these areas were forced to take shelter in near-by government school buildings.


A spokesman of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) said that around 55 coastal villages were affected by Saturday’s rain— 210 homes were partly damaged as well as some small fishing boats. Poultry farms also suffered huge losses.


The PFF spokesman said that these communities had been facing high tides and rains for a long time, and demanded that the government launch a development package to protect their villages. 


Karachi coastal area activists feared that the monsoon season might affect more villages located along the seashore. The government, despite its pledges, has still not built protective walls along vulnerable parts of the shore, they added.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 24/07/2009)
Damani dam breach

YET another dam in Balochistan has breached after the recent torrential rains, once again causing misery and destruction. Although the incident is not comparable to the 2005 Shakidor dam-burst in coastal Balochistan in which hundreds of people went missing or died, the recent breach in the under-construction Damani dam has reportedly affected 15,000 people, submerged over a dozen villages and inundated over 1,200 hectares of agricultural land. The immediate needs of the affected people include food, shelter and medicine. Once the waters subside they will need monetary and other help to repair their damaged homes and rebuild their agricultural lands.


Post-disaster relief is no doubt an important responsibility of the local and provincial governments as well as of the army and relief agencies. But of equal, if not more, importance are pre-emptive measures to ward off a disaster or mitigate its effects. Dam failures during the monsoon rains have become common in recent years in Balochistan which has some 300 big and small dams. Of particular concern is the fact that the threat comes more from new dams. Shakidor dam was built in 2003 and the Damani dam was under construction. Clearly, greater checks, at regular intervals, on under-construction and built dams are in order.


What is also required is structural enhancement so that dams vulnerable to breaching do not threaten communities. A detailed evacuation plan to minimise harm to the communities when the structure fails should also be drawn up. This would entail installing an effective early-warning system and educating communities on ways and means to evacuate their villages when the threat of flooding becomes imminent. Considering the potentially immense damage and loss of life that can be caused by failing dams, comprehensive disastermitigation efforts are essential.

(Dawn-7, 26/07/2009)

Fallout continues in the wake of torrential downpour

Mauripur pumping station submerged; wall collapses

Ever since heavy rains lashed Karachi, residents of Mauripur have been receiving water mixed with sewage as pumping station of the area was flooded in the wake of the downpours, The News has learnt.

The well at the pumping station receives fresh water from the main channel of Gul Bai for distribution; however the fragile walls of the well were destroyed during the rainstorm. As a result, residents of the area started receiving contaminated water. 


Khuda Ganj Shad, an area activist, told The News that despite complaints and demonstrations staged by locals against receiving this contaminated water, the authorities concerned have not bothered to repair the damaged system as yet. “People have no choice but to utilise the contaminated water,” he said.


A camp office of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) exists in Keamari Town, but activists claim that despite the fact that the office is capable to deal with the matter, it has not responded sympathetically to remove the grievances of the residents.


The Mauripur pumping station is located at a low-lying area, which is left inundated every time there is rain, rendering it impossible for staff to function there. The recent rains have not only flooded the pumping station but ruined its system, which needs restoration on urgent basis, so that the people could receive potable water.


The situation is such that many streets have also been inundated by the recent rain, while sewerage lines have become choked. The reason, local activists claim, is that a chain of warehouses was built in the vicinity by influential exporters and importers, blocking the natural outlet of storm water drains and sewerage lines towards backwater sea.


Meanwhile, those residing in Gabopat Union Council, Keamari Town are still facing adversity, as the torrential rains have completely damaged Main Hawkesbay Road, which links together more than 104 coastal villages. All trade activities in the area have been suspended, as vehicles find it difficult to move. 


Nazim of the local union council (UC), Mubarak Sanghu, told The News that the Lyari Development Authority (LDA) had developed a muddy (temporary) road to facilitate commuters and vehicles had even started moving, but the efforts became redundant after the rains as the road network and bridges were ruined. “It is the third time I have seen Hawkesbay Road and the bridges being washed away by rains, forcing stranded people to stay outdoors over night and face the harsh weather. Last year too, rains damaged the road from the same points,” he said.


Sanghu said that he was meeting with Keamari Town officials to resolve the issues, particularly ensuring smooth potable water supply, providing adequate sanitation system and repairing recent road damage.


Local activists however claimed that prolonged “political jealousy” had affected the functioning of Keamari Town in terms of development. The tug-of-war between the town Nazim and the opponent Naib Nazim and councillors had widened the fissures, as the officials concerned shift responsibility to other department officials whenever people go to them to lodge complaints. 


Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) said that dwellers of Ibrahim Hydri, Rehri, Dabla and Chashma village are still awaiting help. “We receive a large number of families daily at the PFF office in Hydri, crying for food and safe shelter. We have approached legislators elected from the area to extend a helping hand and visit the affected families in this difficult time, but we have received no positive response thus far,” said the PFF spokesman. 

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 30/07/2009)
Construction of small dams in Sindh

Govt dept ‘unsure’ of project’s progress

Despite claims made by the government about building small dams in Sindh, officials of the Small Dams Organisation (SDO) remain unsure about how many dams have been completed till now and whether these dams are efficient enough to bank water from the rivers. 


The Sindh Irrigation Department had formed the SDO in 2007 for the purpose of replicating the small dams projects, following which a feasibility report was conducted to build small dams in Kohistan (Mountainous area), Kachho and Nagarparkar in different phases. In Kohistan and Kachho, Dadu and Jamshoro districts have already been identified; work on eight dams was initiated in Jamshoro, of which two have already been completed. SDO officials told The News that the cost of these dams varied due to the length and breadth of the waterway.


In Karachi, suburban areas, specially in the limits of Gadap Town, were also identified as sites where small dams would be built. The town has already built three small dams, and it is expected that they would be able to provide water for one or two months. Another dam has been built by the Irrigation and Public Engineering departments at Thadho River which flows to the sea from Malir. However, the proposed Mole Dam at River Mole, from District Dadu to the sea in Karachi, is still in planning process by the SDO. 


Fourteen small dams were also designed for Kohistan at a revised cost of Rs1,251 million while 10 dams were to be constructed in Nagarparkar at a cost of Rs746 million. The provincial government had decided to build half these dams from its own resources, and approached the federal government to contribute the other half.


Currently there are four circles irrigating Sindh land through Guddu, Sukkur and Kotri barrages, irrigating around 13 million acres of land. However, due to the dual factors of Sindh being deprived of its share of water and the receding River Indus, water experts believe that the only option to improve agriculture produce is to cement watercourses to store water.

Officials maintained that these dams would store only 50 percent water of the river, while the rest will flow to its natural direction, mostly towards the River Indus and the sea. They believed that because of these dams, underground water level will rise, which will be beneficial for cultivation and livestock. They said that there is a plan to build more than 100 small dams in arid zones to benefit the communities.


Meanwhile, members of the local communities, said to be the main beneficiaries of these projects, believe that the dams may cause devastation by inundating their abodes. They said that blocking the natural flow of these rivers through these small dams might prove to be devastating for neighbouring people in case of heavy rainfall. 


On the contrary, SDO officials remain optimistic that recent monsoon rains will benefit areas where construction of small dams has been completed. They said that work is going on at various dam projects, and these dams would hopefully store sufficient rainwater in the current monsoon.


According to a recent analysis, only 20 per cent of the total underground area in Sindh boasts water for drinking and irrigation purposes, while 80 per cent underground water is salty. Such a situation has necessitated building small dams to store rain water, as these reservoirs are expected to prove critical in the sustenance of local communities.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 31/07/2009)
AUGUST

Plans to increase Hub Dam storage capacity under consideration, claims official

The Water and Power Development Authority (Wapda) is reviewing several proposals for increasing the storage capacity of Hub Dam from 0.75 million acre feet (MAF) to at least 1 MAF, an official associated with Hub Dam told The News.


Hub Dam provides around 100 millions gallons of water per day to Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) for supply to Karachi, while an additional half of this quantity of water is provided to Balochistan for irrigation purposes.


“Both local and foreign experts have been hired, and are currently working on different proposals to enhance the water storage capacity of this important dam, where rainwater from 3410 sq. miles is stored and used for both drinking and irrigation purposes” Hub Dam Superintendent Engineer Engr. Saleem Queshi said.


Constructed on the Hub River in the north of Karachi in 1981, the Hub dam is the third largest dam in Pakistan after Mangla and Tarbela, and is spread over 32 sq. miles and has the life of 75 years, of which 28 years have passed.

He said that there are apprehensions of water scarcity in the coming years, which are based on lesser rains, growing needs of water for a swelling population, and other environmental impacts, authorities in the WAPDA have been looking into the possibilities of enhancing the storage capacity of this very important water reservoir. 


“The water currently present in the dam is at the level of 315.40 ft, while the maximum storage capacity of this reservoir is 339ft. Rains in the end of July and start of August in its catchments’ area recharges its water level, but even if there are no rains this year, the dam still has the water to be supplied for the next one year” Engr. Qureshi said.


As far as finances required to fulfil the colossal task of storage capacity enhancement, Qureshi said that once a workable feasibility is completed, there were several international financial institutions and agencies who can finance the project. “I believe that if there is a will and you have some concrete development plan, finances are not an issue” he said. 


According to Qureshi, unlike other major dams in the country, the Hub Dam had no in-built storage capacity enhancement project in its design, which was making the task a difficult; however he hoped that water experts would soon come up with some concrete proposal in this regard. “In the first stage, a hydrographic survey is being started from September to ascertain the siltation tendency of the dam” he informed, adding that the scientific survey would take four months to complete.


The International Sedimentation Research Institute of Pakistan (ISRIP), a subsidiary of Wapda would carryout the hydrographic survey of the dam, Engr. Qureshi informed, adding that Dams Safety Organisation (DSO) of Wapda would monitor the process.


“The survey would cost at least 10 million rupees, and would help in sedimentation and siltation tendency in the dam. Having said that, Hub Dam is considered to be the safest dam in the country because hardly any silt is deposited in it as its catchments’ area, which comprises mostly of hilly terrain” he said.


KWSB dues: Giving details of the financial crunch being faced by them, the official said that being an operating agency of Hub Dam, the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) owes around 175.518 million rupees to WAPDA in the head of 100 million gallons of water being supplied to Karachi every day.


“Despite all our efforts, KWSB is not willing to pay its dues, even though we are regularly supplying 100 MGD water to it, which amounts to 20-25 percent of total water consumed in Karachi” he informed.


He deplored the fact that the KWSB administration even failed to provide two million rupees monthly to them, which they themselves had offered to WAPDA as maintenance cost of the dam and the Hub Canal. He said that during last two years, only six million rupees have been received from the KWSB.


“This dam is the joint property of people of Sindh and Balochistan, as they are both beneficiaries of the project. Unfortunately, the cost incurred on supplying water to people of Sindh, in fact Karachi, is not being paid” he deplored.

Engr. Saleem Qureshi however, praised the Balochistan government saying they had cleared 90 percent of their dues.

Contamination: Denying reports of biological contamination of water supplied from the reservoir, Qureshi strongly denied the possibility of biological or chemical contamination of water stored in the dam, saying there were no such possibility as neither any industry nor any population lies in the entire catchments’ area of the reservoir.

“Water stored in the Hub Dam is free of all kinds of environmental pollution and chemical and biological contamination. There is no possibility of physical contamination but when it is used for drinking purposes, it is purified by the supplying agency i.e. KWSB” he informed.

He said that the entire staff of Hub Dam who reside at the site of the reservoir and the local population consume the water from the dam without any purification, and they have never complained about quality of the water.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-20, 06/08/2009)
KWSB told to file plan for pure water supply

KARACHI, Aug 11: The Sindh High Court asked the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the city district government on Tuesday to submit on Aug 18 a plan for pure and hygienic water supply to the city along with an estimate of the funds required. 


A division bench comprising Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah observed while hearing a public interest petition filed by Advocate Islam Hussain that the government was bound to ensure pure water supply to the people as it was a fundamental right. 


It pointed out that a big chunk of Karachi’s population was supplied water through tankers, which contained impurities. The bench also noted that untreated filthy water was discharged into the sea, which caused pollution and threatened flora and fauna along the coastline. 


KWSB counsel Abrar Hasan submitted that the source of water was hundreds of kilometres away and the supply might be polluted on its way. However, the board saw to it that the water was chlorinated and duly processed before being supplied. The consumers had, however, been advised to boil the water before drinking. He said the board did not have adequate resources to set up treatment plants for water or sewage. 


The bench agreed with the petitioner-lawyer that boiling was no substitute for potable water supply as most of the consumers were not aware of contamination or did not have the means of boiling water before drinking every time they felt thirsty. It expressed its annoyance over the absence of the KWSB chairman, who had been asked to appear personally. The chairman should appear on the next date, the bench ordered. 


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed said the municipal authorities wanted to ensure pure water supply but the government lacked the resources to set up a network of treatment plants. He said 2,292 samples of water supplied by the board, tankers and ‘mineral’ water producers were examined and 231 of them were found unfit for human consumption. The findings were referred by the CDGK public analyst to the legal department for appropriate action. 


The bench asked both the organisations to submit outlines of a clean water supply project for the city so that the federal and provincial governments could be asked to allocate financial resources for the most basic necessity of life. 


Salary for PTCL men 

Another division bench consisting of Justices Mushir Alam and Mohammad Athar Saeed, meanwhile, ordered payment of salaries to three operators and as many linesmen of the Pakistan Telecommunications Company Limited. In all, seven petitioners, including one linesman who died during the proceedings, submitted through Advocate Shua-un-Nabi that they had been declared surplus and had not been paid their salaries for months. They claimed that they were still performing their duties and had a right to be remunerated for services rendered.The respondent company deposited the amount of salaries with the court nazir as directed on the previous date and the bench ordered that the amount be reimbursed as per entitlement. 


Schools demolition 

Contesting a petition for demolition of two buildings in Model Colony, CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed and district education officer Shabbir Ahmed Jukhio informed the bench headed by the CJ that the buildings housed Government Amna Schools for Girls and Boys. The buildings might be old but were not dilapidated and were in no danger of collapsing and needed repairs and renovation, they claimed. 


The counsel said both schools might have to stop functioning if the buildings were ordered to be demolished. The bench asked the Karachi Building Control Authority to conduct a survey and submit a report on the condition of the two buildings. 


‘Missing’ men 

The bench headed by the CJ expressed its displeasure over the failure of the police and Federal Investigation Agency authorities to file their comments on a petition agitating allegedly illegal arrest and confinement of Anwarul Haq and Izharul Haq. 


Advocates Ghulam Qadir and Fatima Jatoi submitted on behalf of petitioner Ziaul Haq, elder brother of the ‘missing’ men, that they were picked up from Baldia Town on July 2 by seven or eight people who looked like members of some law-enforcement agency. They had not been seen since and the police and FIA authorities were unable to provide any information. The bench asked the two agencies to submit their comments by August 18 positively. 


Al Qaeda man’s trial 

The bench asked a deputy attorney-general to go through the charge-sheet served on Khalid Shaikh Mohammad by a trial court in the United States and submit his comments. The charge-sheet was produced by Advocate G.Q. Jatoi, who has challenged the handing over to and trial of the accused in the United States on behalf of Mst Mariam. Claiming to be a sister of the accused, the petitioner says that Khalid is a Pakistani citizen and if he has committed any offence, he should have been tried in Pakistan or should have been extradited in accordance with the law.

(Dawn-13, 12/08/2009)

Mohammadi Colony residents makes history

Mohammadi Colony, popularly known as Machar Colony, has made history as its residents have arranged water for some 2,500 households on a self-help basis. 


With an estimated population of some 700,000 people covering an area of four square kilometres, Mohammadi Colony comprises Pashtuns, Bengalis, Sindhis, Baloch, Mohajirs, Katchis and Memons with the predominant population being Pashtuns and Bengalis. 


The residents are either involved in fisheries or work as labourers in shipyard, dockyard and nearby industrial units. “There are about 14,000 households in this colony and we always have an acute shortage of water. When we were convinced that the authorities are not ready to listen to us we decided to solve problems on our own,” said Farhad Ali Mughal, President, Tanzeem-e-Awami Behbud (Organisation for People’s Welfare). 


“Indus Earth, a non-governmental organisation (NGO) helped us in conducting a survey. We collected Rs350 from every household, got our survey approved from the Town Nazim and laid a pipeline of 2,600 feet. Today, 2,500 households are benefiting from the pipeline,” said Mughal. Speaking about the bureaucratic hurdles, Mughal told The News that though the Town Nazim had provided the pipeline, it took almost four years to actually install it. 


“Every political leader who contested elections from this area vowed to bring water but never fulfilled his promise,” Mughal, also Chief Organiser of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTA), Keamari Town, said.


Twenty-five per cent of the population has access to potable water while others get it through the water mafia, said Ahsan Mohammad, another resident of Mohammadi Colony. “Water is supplied to 75 per cent residents by this mafia which charges Rs200 for an hour’s worth of supply,” he said. 


“The people are ready to pay the bills but the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board [KWSB] is not ready to listen to our grievances,” he added. 


Water scarcity isn’t the only problem that Mohammadi Colony is faced with. Though the colony has eight primary government schools, still the enrolment level remains low because teachers do not attend classes. “We are far behind because our people are not educated,” Mughal said. “We are running a dispensary, the only healthcare facility available here. There is no maternity home although there are some lady health workers here,” he said. 


The poor residents are also threatened by flooding every year because Lyari River enters the sea from this area. “I have been a councillor in the City Council and have pleaded many a time that a boundary wall should be constructed to save the colony from gushing rainwater during the monsoons but the authorities have never paid heed. People have drowned many a time,” said Sharafat Khan, 75, a resident of Mohammadi Colony.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-20, 20/08/2009)
4,500MW project to cost Rs894bn

Bhasha dam cleared by Ecnec

ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: The 4,500-megawatt Diamer-Bhasha dam project and about two dozen other infrastructure and social sector schemes worth Rs977 billion were approved on Thursday. 


The Rs894.25 billion dam project in the Northern Areas, approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (Ecnec), will have a foreign funding component of Rs312.94 billion. Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin chaired the meeting. 


The Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Qamar Zaman Kaira, and the Minister for Water and Power, Pervez Ashraf, told journalists that the construction of the dam on the Indus, some 400kms from Islamabad, would begin by October next year and be completed in eight to 10 years. 


Its payback period will be 30 years. They termed it a lifeline project for the country. 


“This is the biggest project ever approved in the history of Pakistan. We spent 33 years in discussions while the country’s biggest dam’s capacity was declining because of sedimentation,” Mr Ashraf said. “We have begun installing major hydropower projects to overcome the energy crisis.” 

He said the 272-metre high concrete dam would have a storage capacity of 6.4 million acre-feet and it would irrigate more than 33 million acres. It would also help reduce sedimentation in Tarbela Dam, the minister said. 


In reply to a question, he said the bidding process would be transparent. 

He said the National Highway Authority would start widening roads for transporting equipment and installation work. 


The information minister said people to be affected by the project would be compensated before the start of the work. 

He said Rs15 billion had been allocated in the budget for land acquisition and payment of compensation. 


Mr Kaira, who also holds the portfolio of Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas, praised people of the region for their cooperation and sacrifices during the process of approval of the project. 

“Not a single voice was raised from the people of the Northern Areas against this project and I assure them that their genuine demands regarding compensation and settlement will be addressed on a priority basis.” 

He said preference would be given to local people for employment in the project. 


The minister said royalty would be paid in accordance with the Constitution. 

He said work on land acquisition would begin within three months. 

In reply to a question, he said generating funds for the project would not pose a problem because international financial institutions had expressed their interest in financing it. He said all stakeholders had been consulted before the project’s approval. 


Referring to surveys by seismologists, he said the dam would be 35kms away from a faultline and it would be “99.9 per cent safe”. He said the committee had also approved the Duber Khwar hydropower project, Khan Khawar project and the 16MW Naltar-III and 14MW Naltar-V projects. 


The minister for water and power said a committee had been constituted to resolve out of court the issue of net hydel power profit of the NWFP. He said the country had 185 billion tons of coal reserves and the World Bank had approved funds for their technical study. He said Rs2.525 billion had been allocated for the feasibility study. 


The information minister said Ecnec considered 44 projects worth Rs1,200 billion, but approved 24 of them. The remaining 20 projects, estimated to cost Rs223 billion, will be taken up at the next meeting. 

He said the provinces had been asked to expedite implementation of projects. 


Ecnec also approved a Rs3.5 billion project for poverty reduction through small holders of livestock and diary and a Rs8.1 billion project in the education sector. 


It approved setting up of a 300-bed maternal and child health institute in the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto district at a cost of Rs1.2 billion. 


The committee approved a Rs6.3 billion land record management and information system for Punjab and asked other provinces computerise their land records. 


The minister said HIV/Aids prevention projects were also approved for the Federally Administered Tribal Areas, Islamabad, Punjab and Sindh.

(By Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn-1, 21/08/2009)

Bhasha dam

ECNEC’s approval of the multi-billion-dollar Diamer-Bhasha dam straddling the Indus on the borders of the Northern Areas and the NWFP has apparently cleared the way for starting work on the first mega hydropower project in 35 years since Tarbela. The dam, termed as the country’s future lifeline, will produce 4,500 megawatts of cheap electricity in addition to storing 6.4MAF of water and irrigating more than 33 million acres of land. It will help slow down the sedimentation of Tarbela, which has derated generation by 276 megawatts to 3,202 megawatts. One theory that has been attacked by the lobby that is against big dams is that Bhasha must be constructed to save Tarbela that is threatened by silt. Nevertheless, the news must cheer up people in a country that is predicted to become water-scarce in the next two-and-a-half decades, where half the population has no access to electricity and where others are forced to live without it for up to 12 hours a day. Many see the approval of the project as a realisation on the part of the government that a long-term strategy is crucial if the issue of persistent water and power shortages is to be addressed.


The government claims that it has consulted all stakeholders before giving a nod to the project but such reassuring words are never a guarantee for smooth sailing. The Bhasha water reservoir is to be located in the Northern Areas and power is to be generated in the NWFP. The dam could cause a heated debate between the two regions over hydropower royalties. It is not yet known what steps the government plans to take to guard against such an eventuality. Besides, the water storage is certainly going to reduce the downstream flow of the Indus waters. Such a possibility calls for greater transparency in the inter-provincial water-sharing mechanism under Irsa to prevent any new tug-of-war between the federating units.


Even if these problems are taken care of, the building of the dam presents a number of engineering, environmental and cultural challenges. The project will flood 100km of the Karakoram Highway, drown villages housing an estimated 35,000 people and could wash away prehistoric rock carvings in the Northern Areas in addition to disturbing the ecological balance of the area. The government needs to consider and openly debate all these questions before undertaking the project. If these issues are not addressed in a transparent manner and well in time, the dam will add to the problems of the federation rather than prove a remedy for them.

(Dawn-7, 22/08/2009)

Water treatment plant

THE finance department has put out an advertisement in newspapers, soliciting proposals for feasibility study for wastewater treatment plant with power generation, to be established at Benazirabad. 


Sanitation in almost all towns of Sindh is poor, resulting in unhygienic conditions and environmental pollution. 


The finance department needs to be cautious as the wastewater treatment is a specialised engineering field and should be handled by qualified persons. 


The finance department deals with financial work of the Sindh government and has nothing to do with wastewater treatment. This point is of utmost importance, as the experience has shown that if suitably qualified and experienced persons are not available in the department, consultants take the department for a ride. 


As a person, who designed aerated lagoons wastewater treatment plant, North Karachi, in 1982, some guidance would be in order. 

A wide range of proven wastewater treatment technologies are available to meet the diverse needs of towns. While some of the technologies are suitable for villages and rural towns (e.g. septic tank-soak pits system, waste stabilisation ponds), other technologies are suitable for peri-urban and urban cities (aerated lagoons). 


The economic health of the city also governs the choice of technology. For example, a major town in a developed country would opt for high-rate activated sludge or trickling filters for wastewater treatment plant. The nature of raw wastewater, land area available, effluent quality and environmental concerns also govern the type of treatment technology.


Planning and design processes for wastewater management often do not incorporate adequate consideration of factors that are outside of the wastewater treatment plant. It is no use having a good wastewater treatment plant, when the wastewater collection and conveyance systems are in bad shape, or detailed working on how the effluent and sludge would be used is not done. 


The long-term implications of technology choices (e.g., O&M costs, institutional capacity to manage infrastructure, energy and water use, environmental impacts) are also rarely given adequate consideration. This could even result in project failure. 


In the case of Benazirabad, the institutional capacity to handle wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal, such that the whole system in sustainable, is zero. 


Taping the resource value of wastewater (water, nutrients) can dramatically improve the cost-effectiveness and acceptability of wastewater projects. This would require consideration during the planning stage. 


It should be noted that major goals of a complete wastewater system are to protect human health and environment, and to recover valuable resources from wastewater. 


Within that framework, the important adjuncts are: 

— regular monitoring of effluent quality and sludge (this would mean establishment of a full-fledged laboratory, where samples would be tested through analytical methods); 

— prevention of odour, insects and mosquito problems; 

— safety and health at wastewater treatment plant; 

— appropriate pricing mechanism (to make the plant’s operation sustainable); 

— simplicity of of the plant’s operation so that local operators can run the plant; — appropriate level of accountability at every tier of hierarchy; and 

— back-up power supply. 


Existing sanitation projects in Sindh have failed to meet the main goals of complete sanitation, because of lack of capacity and resources. The present venture should stand out as a sustainable project and should set an exemplary example for other towns to follow. 


The proposed project has also a component of power generation. If the power generation is to take place through conventional means, that is, use of anaerobic digesters, producing methane gas, then this should not be done as anaerobic digesters are prone to problems. Literature review suggests that explosions have occurred in some anaerobic digesters. 


Appropriate effluent discharge standards are essential to guide the design of the wastewater treatment plant that will protect the receiving stream. The present national environmental quality standards are flawed and should not be followed. Effluent discharge standards are specific to the receiving water body. 


Other approaches that can be used in the development of effluent discharge standards include risk assessment and assessment of particulate material and aquatic organisms. 


F.H. Mughal, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 27/08/2009)

SEPTEMBER

City to get fresh water as discharge increases


KARACHI: Environmentalists hope that the city would get fresh and less polluted water after the Sindh Irrigation Department (SID) has increased the daily discharge for Kalri Baghar (KB) feeder that feeds the Keenjhar Lake from where the whole city gets its water. The recent torrential monsoon rains have increased the flow of River Indus and SID has doubled the daily discharge of the KB feeder.


The KB feeder provides water to Keenjhar Lake, which is not only a Ramsar site and a protected game sanctuary, but it also provides water to Pakistan’s largest city, Karachi. However, hundreds of industries of the Kotri Industrial Site Area are pouring highly intoxicated industrial waste in the KB Feeder.


“The industrial units, including chemical industries and some pharmaceutical factories, are directly pouring polluted water in the KB feeder, but after an increase in the daily discharge, Keenjhar Lake and the residents of Karachi would get less polluted water for the next few days,” said President Hamdam Development and Welfare Organization (HDWO) Shaukat Soomro.


HDWO is working on issues of environment, health, hygiene and fresh water in collaboration with WaterAid Pakistan, Orangi Pilot Project and other national donors. “To ensure constant fresh water, the authorities must ensure ending the illegal sewerage connections and also the increase of discharge,” said Soomro.


The industrial waste is not only harming two of Pakistan’s total 19 Ramsar sites, including Keenjhar Lake and Haleji Lake, but also posing threats to 18 million citizens of Karachi and 1.2 million citizens of Thatta that get water from those sites.


Keenjhar or Kalri Lake is a Ramsar site and is protected under the International Ramsar Convention that took place in 1971 in the Iranian city, Ramsar. The Pakistani government is also a signatory to the convention. However, it has taken no measures to protect this lake.


There are a total of 19 Ramsar sites in Pakistan, out of which nine are located in Sindh alone. Keenjhar is one of the most important protected sites because of its wetlands. Thousands of people from Karachi regularly visit the lake for picnics, especially in the Summer.


Another Ramsar site, the Haleji Lake, has also been polluted since it also gets water from the KB feeder.


Despite the importance of these water bodies, the provincial government has not taken any notice of the pouring of industrial waste in the feeder.


On contacting the on-duty officer of SID at control room Kotri barrage, Gul Muhammad Shoro said that normally the KB feeder supplied 2,500 to 3,500 cusecs in 24 hours, out of which about 1,200 cusecs were for Karachi, but after increasing the daily discharge on Saturday, it has reached 4,200 cusecs and it will be increased to 6,500 cusecs by Sunday morning.


“That’s very hopeful, but authorities must guarantee a permanent solution to this situation, so that the country’s largest city may get fresh water and the two Ramsar sites can be protected,” said Imtiaz Leghari of Ideal Rural Development Programme .

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 06/09/2009)

Patients, attendants face drinking water shortage at CHK


KARACHI: Hothal, resident of a village in Thar, came to Karachi for the operation of her daughter’s infected toe. Being a resident of Thar, she was very well aware of the water crisis but had no idea that a ‘big’ hospital like Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) was also suffering from the same conditions, which she had observed in her village since birth. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Hothal is not alone facing difficulties of proper drinking water system at CHK, but an average of 2 million patients coming annually to the hospital for treatments are also suffering from the same situation. More than 5 million attendants coming with their patients also face the same problem. Most of these patients come from other parts of the province and also from Balochistan along with their attendants. 


Official records reveal that with 42 departments including pediatrics, general surgery, neuro surgery, cardiac surgery, oncology, radiology, gynae and obstetrics, anesthesia and others and more than 2,000 beds in CHK is the biggest public sector hospital of Sindh. The records also state that annually 2 million patients are treated in this tertiary care public hospital, which was established in 1895.


Despite being such a large hospital there are no arrangements for drinking water for the patients and their attendants. The management had established two huge water tanks in the past to store water, but the hospital management has not installed a single water tap or water cooler in the premises of the hospital for the patients and their attendants. 


“We have to go outside for water, but during Ramazan when most of the hotels are closed, it is very difficult to get water,” said Suleman, an attendant of a patient admitted in Ward No 05. 


Though, the hospital management did nothing to provide drinking water inside the hospital, but a social welfare organization, Silani Welfare Trust has installed two huge sized tanks with water coolers, but these are not enough for such a large number of patients and their attendants. 


“Sometimes these water coolers are so crowded that we have to wait for a long time to get a bottle of water,” said a female attendant outside the gynae and obstetrics ward. 


Beside the acute water shortage in the hospital, the centuries’ old pipeline installed inside the hospital is outdated and needs upgradation. A senior employee told this scribe that these several decades’ old pipeline mostly burst and as a result everyone has to suffer for several days. 


Many people have seized this ripe opportunity to run their business by selling water bottles at higher rates as one can see many people carrying water coolers and selling a glass of water for a rupee.


On contacting the hospital management, it bluntly rejected that there was any water shortage. Medical Superintendent CHK Dr Saeed Qureshi said that there is no shortage of water for patients and their attendants. “Though, there are no separate taps and water coolers for patients, but there is no shortage and Silani Welfare Trust has already installed water coolers, therefore I don’t believe that there is any shortage.” 


Though the hospital is very old, but the pipeline is not old and there is no water crisis in the premises, he added.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 12/09/2009)

Sindh govt imposes ban on hydrants

KARACHI: The Sindh Home Department has imposed a ban on operations of all hydrants/water connections in the city for a period of 60 days with immediate effect under Section 144 of the CrPC. 
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Any violation of this order shall attract penal action U/S 188 PPC, an official notification issued Monday said.


It said all SHOs have been directed to take action against the violators in accordance with applicable laws. 

The action was taken after Karachi Water and Sewerage Board managing director said that numerous illegal water hydrants and connections are operating by tempering water supply network at different places in the city causing acute water shortage in different localities as well as big loss to the KWSB. 


Such illegal water hydrants and connections were also damaging the available road network and creating nuisance for residents of different localities, huge loss of drinking water, and depriving the water supply to the authorised consumers.


The hydrants were also mixing sub-soil (medically unfit) water and supplying it to the peoples leading to spread of waterborne diseases. 
(DailyTimes-B1, 15/09/2009)

20,000 minors die due to contaminated water every year: KWP


KARACHI: The sight in Machhar Colony, Karachi’s largest slum settlement, was enough to explain why diarrhoea claims the lives of 20,000 children below the age of five every year all over the city. This scribe witnessed minor children playing near a huge sewerage drain, locally known as a nullah, which was teeming with litter. Several water motors placed on either side of the nullah had a myriad of pipes attached to a water line passing from under the nullah for sucking water for their consumption.


[image: image3.jpg]


Attaching several water motors’ pipes to a drinking water pipeline from under a nullah contaminates the drinking water. 


The data of Karachi Water Partnership (KWP) revealed that contaminated drinking water kills almost 30,000 people in Karachi every year, 20,000 of whom are children below the age of five. Majority of these children die due to waterborne diseases, especially diarrhoea. The shocking figures compelled this scribe to visit Machhar Colony, which is home to about 0.75 million inhabitants that include Biharis, Bangladeshis and Burmese. The colony also suffers from acute shortage of drinking water that has attracted sale of water as a commodity, for which several people have rented shops and built huge tanks inside their shops to store water and sell it to the local people. The residents said that they buy this contaminated water for Rs 5 per litre, adding that the government should provide them with legal drinking water connections to reduce the additional financial burden of the poverty-stricken people of the colony.


According to the official record of the Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority, there are a total of 539 slum settlements in Karachi, which comprise about 60 percent of the total geographical area of the city. These slums suffer from lack of basic facilities that include access to drinking water, healthcare facilities, state-run schools, electricity and natural gas connections, and an effective sanitation system.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 20/09/2009)

KWSB officers ‘selling’ water connections


KARACHI: The residents of Shah Faisal Town localities Al-Falah Colony, Big Plot No 3, Taj Centre, Qadri Mohalla and Anwaar-e-Ibrahim have claimed that Karachi Water and Sewerage Board officers have established a secret business of providing water connections to only those areas where residents pay them money for this purpose.


They are also involved in providing residential quota of water to industries after receiving hefty bribe money.


The residents have also alleged that the officers concerned have been involved in water stealth from the conduit that passes through the Malir River while the officers concerned have established illegal mini hydrants from the conduit.


A well-placed KWSB officer told Daily Times that certain officers have also illegally set up mini hydrants from the main conduit for illicit collection of revenue for personal use.


The officer also confirmed that the sale of water connection in Shah Faisal Town is underway and KWSB officers have been asking residents for hefty amounts of money to restore their water connections, and selling connections to newer consumers as well.

The areas are facing the problem of receiving contaminated water as the KWSB officer claimed that since the water was supplied through depreciated pipelines from a concrete tank. The setting up of mini water hydrants from the conduit has also caused sewage to seep into the water lines and reach the concrete water tank.


It is a pity that despite spending around Rs 70 million on water supply schemes under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme, the water woes of a number of localities have still not been addressed while KWSB officers are making hay in the current situation.


It is pertinent to mention that City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has ensured provision of basic water and sewerage infrastructure worth Rs 25 billion, while he has also expressed keenness to curb the menace of corruption in the CDGK and the KWSB.


The city nazim had in recent past withdrawn powers of the town nazims for sanctioning permission for the establishment of water hydrants while he had taken strenuous action against mafia involved in illegal water stealing, illegal supply of water through water tankers and water hydrants.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 25/09/2009)

OCTOBER

KWSB suspends use of water purifiers?


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has suspended the water purification process at the Hub water filter plant. This has resulted in impure and contaminated water supply to numerous residential and industrial sectors of North and West districts in the last month.


Sources informed Daily Times that the KWSB had not settled outstanding dues to suppliers of certain chemicals and raw materials used in water purification process, such as alum, lime, acid and chlorine.


Sources also said that the plant could only inhibit macro-particles and substances that cannot pass through the sifter, while only chlorine killed pathogens and micro-organisms like Escherichia coli (E. coli), adding that not treating the water would raise the risk of acquiring waterborne diseases, such as gastroenteritis, typhoid and typhus.


Sources further said that the KWSB added lime to water only on special occasions, especially when foreign delegates arrive to examine the process of producing potable water, adding that using alum, certain acids and chlorine had also been discontinued.


Sources added that the distance between the Hub reservoir and the KWSB water filter plant was around 35 kms, and the open canal through which the water is supplied is often used by picnickers to bathe in, while it was also filled with droppings and carcasses of birds.


Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister Sharmila Farooqui, while expressing concern over untreated water supply, told Daily Times that adding chlorine to water did not need hefty amounts of money, adding that under any circumstances, the 20 million people, who are solely dependent on the KWSB for water, need to be informed about the situation and given necessary guidelines that would help them to take preventive measures, such as boiling water before consumption.


Farooqui also said that it was an act of criminal negligence on the part of the KWSB to skip addition of chlorine to water and exposing the citizens to the risk of gastric ailments that affect especially the infants and people living in underprivileged localities, adding that such epidemics added to the health budget.


An expert on water issues, Taufiq Pasha Mooraj told Daily Times that it was lamentable that the citizens do not receive 100 percent treated water and that an assortment of contamination was always present, adding that the city gets its water supply through various routes, which raises a question if the water was safe and free from contamination.


Mooraj also said that it was the KWSB’s responsibility to ensure supply of safe drinking water to the citizens, adding that the citizens should also play their role in the improvement of water supply system as only 15 percent of them pay their water bills.


Mooraj further said that due to a financial crunch, the KWSB lacked enough funds to pay off its electricity bill, which has made it difficult to spend money on revamping the entire system, adding that even if the citizens started paying off their entire water bills, the KWSB would still need several years to be able to commence such an operation.


Hisaar Foundation (HF) Chairperson Simi Kamal told Daily Times that the HF had frequently gotten water samples tested and, unfortunately, it was revealed that the water was carrying pathogens every time, adding that the KWSB could not be blamed alone because the citizens also need to take measures for the improvement of water lines.


While talking to Daily Times, KWSB Chief Engineer (Bulk) Najam Alam Siddiqui refuted all claims that untreated water was being supplied, adding that the KWSB was regularly adding all the necessary purifiers, including chlorine.


It is relevant to mention here that chlorine is an oxidant chemical and serves to disinfect water. Its efficacy to kill pathogens like E. coli is manifold, especially when added to water.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 01/10/2009)

No meeting held in last 15 months
KWSB BoD yet to approve budget


KARACHI: The board of directors (BoD) of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has not met for 15 months and therefore it has yet to approve the board’s annual budget.


It is pertinent to mention that the KWSB’s BoD approved the annual budget of the utility only was during the last four years and that was for the fiscal year 2008-09 when the Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani was the KWSB chairman.


KWSB Vice-Chairman Haji Munawwar Ali Abbasi, who is also member of the provincial assembly, told Daily Times that although the law is silent over the subject of the meeting of BoD as no specifications regarding the time and period in this regard has been mentioned in the book of law, but it was an obligation that the BoD should have met, especially to peruse and approve the annual budget of the KWSB.


Unfortunately, it was on the pretext of being a subordinate office of the City District Government Karachi that the annual budget of the KWSB has not been presented to the BoD, and the matter has been suspended for the last 15 months, regretted Abbasi.


In fact, it is the BoD that holds the responsibility to ensure smooth operations, maintenance of decorum and sorting out the liabilities in respect to revenue and expenditure balance, commented Abbasi.


It was only when the LG minister, while he held the office of the KWSB chairman, was the BoD meeting convened and the annual budget approved. The paradigm has entirely changed now as in the past, a meeting of the BoD used to be held after every three months, claimed Abbasi.


The Sindh government had issued a notification in July 5, 2008 according to which the directors of the KWSB board included the city nazim (chairman), Haji Munawwar Ali Abbasi (vice-chairman), additional chief secretary (development), LG department secretary, industries department secretary, finance department secretary, LG department special secretary, five town nazims to be selected by the chairman, Karachi Port Trust chairman, Karachi Electric Supply Company chairman, Karachi Chambers of Commerce and Industries president, KWSB managing director, Military Lands Karachi executive officer, a nominee of Defence Housing Authority chairman and Pakistan Railways, Karachi divisional superintendent.


Sources in the KWSB told Daily Times that the KWSB Act 1996 implies that the BoDs should meet at least once in a three-month time.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 08/10/2009)

KWSB’s technical flaws causes citizens to face water shortage


KARACHI: Inadequate water supply has afflicted the residents of various areas in the city. The shortage of water is claimed to have resulted due to power load shedding during the hours when the pumping stations of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) are scheduled to pump water. Nevertheless, the theft of water from the main lines and through illegal water hydrants is still a major cause of water shortage.


A well-placed KWSB officer told Daily Times that the city’s present need for water was 800 million gallons per day (MGD), but the installed water system could only provide with 640 MGD.

The officer added that the KWSB had proposed a plan for an additional 640 MGD for the city, but neither the federal government nor the provincial government had approved the K-IV water scheme for the city.


The officer also said that the scheme would draw 150 MGD until the target of drawing a total of 640 MGD was achieved by the year 2025. Unfortunately, the federal and provincial governments have yet to approve a feasible water scheme for the city in accordance with the increasing population and industrial load.


The officer further said that the present water system in the city does not have any mentionable water reservoir, while the existing water lines were not suitable for drawing more that 640 MGD of water, adding that illegal hydrants were a major cause of artificial water shortage in certain residential areas, while the KWSB could not take any action against the illegal water hydrant mafia because of lack of support from the police.


The officer admitted that spatial settlements located close to planned residential colonies have widely obtained illegal water connections, which has deprived the actual KWSB consumers from accessing water as these illegal consumers continue damaging KWSB installations on a huge scale.


The officer added that power load shedding of Dhabeji and Pipri pumping stations was causing 50 MGD water shortage, while load shedding of local pumping stations was causing 5 to 10 MGD shortage, adding that although the shortage seemed minor, but it gets multiplied two or three folds when it gets linked with main supply lines.


It is pertinent to mention here that although the KWSB had improved its water lines installation to residential areas that had entirely lacked water lines, such as Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, Baldia Town, Ittehad Town, Nazimabad, North Nazimabad, Garden East, Lyari Town, Keamari Town, Soldier Bazar, New Karachi, North Karachi, Hyderi and many other areas, however, these areas are constantly faced with water shortage.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 26/10/2009)

K-IV project essential to fulfil city’s water requirement

KARACHI: The present water reserves of the city will only be able to sustain people for the next two years and therefore it is essential to start work on the K-IV project, said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal during a visit to various residential localities of Orangi and Baldia Towns on Wednesday to review the water and sanitation situation.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has already conducted a study for K-IV, which will be enough to sustain the water requirements for the next fifty years and the PC-I of the project has been forwarded to the federal government, seeking necessary approval, he said. A delay in the execution of K-IV would be devastating for the citizens, because it is unavoidable in the larger interest of the city. After hearing the residents’ complaints pertaining to water, Kamal assured them that the situation has improved after the CDGK laid a water and sewerage infrastructure in these areas. 

The water shortage prevails because the hydrant mafia damages the water infrastructure by piercing the main water trunk lines in isolated spots. He added that these problems would soon be addressed with the help of law enforcing agencies.


On the other hand, the CDGK and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board have made efforts to curb the menace of illegal water hydrants but some of them are still operating because the hydrant mafia is a threat for the law and order situation while inadequate support from police restricts CDGK from launching a disconnection campaign.


The CDGK has arranged for a separate trunk line for Baldia Town, as a result of which the town’s union councils of Baldia Town, irrespective of their political or ethnic affiliations, have been given direct access to potable water. Nevertheless, the CDGK is perusing the track to ensure the 100 percent resolution of problems related with the flaws of the water distribution system.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/10/2009)

NOVEMBER

Inaugurated SFC-III remains incomplete

The Works and Services (W&S) Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has failed to complete a number of components of the Signal Free Corridor (SFC)-III project despite the fact that the corridor was inaugurated on August 13.


The W&S department is yet to complete the Jail Chowrangi Flyover which passes from the Central Prison boundary and leads to University Road. The service road at Mazar-e-Quaid and three pedestrian bridges at Preedy Street are also incomplete. It was learnt that the department concerned failed to evaluate issues that might hamper the completion of the corridor.


Sources at CDGK said that Jail Chowrangi Flyover was one of the components of the project which were wrongly conceived. The department concerned hurriedly inaugurated the SFC-III, even though work on the remaining components is yet to be started.


Meanwhile, incomplete work on the service road of Mazar-e-Quaid is creating major problems near the main gate of the mausoleum, because pedestrians have to face a storm of dust while passing through this point.


W&S Executive District Officer (EDO) Rasheed Mughal said that the CDGK was working as fast as it could to construct 50 apartments for jail staff inside the prison premises. Work on the remaining component of the Jail Chowrangi Flyover cannot begin unless the apartments are constructed, he said.


Around three acres in the prison premises are required by the W&S department to construct a loop for the flyover; this area is currently occupied by the prison staff quarters, Mughal said.

He added that they had offered the jail authorities to give rent facility to its staffers whose quarters were going to be demolished for the construction of the flyover. “They are not ready to accept our offer so we have been left with no option but to wait until the construction of flats is complete,” he said, adding that the CDGK was constructing 50 ground-plus-three apartments for prison staffers. Work on these apartments will be complete in around two months, he said, adding that once the apartments project is complete, it will take only a month more to complete the remaining part of the flyover.


He further said that work on the service road was also under way, and the CDGK was using the available space for the construction of the service road at the Mazar-e-Quaid.

He said that his department needs land from the premises of the mausoleum; this, however, is a federal government issue, and efforts are being made to settle it with the management of the mausoleum.


Public Transport Management Operation and Regulation District Officer Muhammad Athar informed The News that pillars for the three pedestrian bridges have already been erected on Preedy Street; the construction of the bridges will be completed within a month.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 10/11/2009)
Machhar Colony residents spend 30% income on water


KARACHI: Though some people living in different parts of Machhar Colony have somehow managed to devise a scheme on self-help basis to get drinking water, majority of the residents still remain without access to drinking water, therefore, they are forced to pay huge amounts for purchasing it.

Realising it is a profitable business, several influential people have installed water suction pumps just on the edges of the main sewerage and started tampering with the main water supply line, laid along the Mauripur Road, to obtain water and sell it to the residents.


“Everybody in the area has bought a plastic pipe and laid it from their house to the suction pump. Whenever they need water, they contact the person selling water, and the water vendors connect those pipes with the water motors. Thus, the buyers are provided with water at their house,” said Haji Gul, a resident of Raja Chowk and added that since there was no other way to obtain water, these pipes were always connected to the huge nullah, and whenever someone sets the garbage on fire, the sewerage water mixes with the drinking water.


Majority of the residents are either fishermen or labourers, and purchasing water puts extra burden on them. A social worker in the area told Daily Times that the residents were spending around 30 percent of their income on purchasing water.


When asked why the colony was not being supplied with water, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Managing Director Qutub Shaikh bluntly declined to comment.


Whereas another official, on the condition of anonymity, said that since Machhar Colony is an unregistered slum settlement, the KWSB would not provide them with water connections because they could start claiming ownership rights on the basis of those connections.


Machhar Colony is spread over an area of 213 acres and is the biggest settlement of the city after the Orangi Pilot Project. It comprised only 80 acres in the ‘90s, but the influx of people from different provinces has increased the colony’s population. However, despite being a big colony, it continues to suffer from lack of basic facilities like potable water, electricity and natural gas.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 11/11/2009)

KWSB quizzed over ‘unsafe’ drinking water supply

KARACHI, Nov 12: The Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to place on record measures and mechanisms put in place to check the supply of clean drinking water to Karachi. 


A division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi was seized with a petition filed by Advocate Islam Hussain, who sought the supply of safe water to the city. 


Citing the federal and provincial ministries of health, the City District Government Karachi and the Pakistan Medical Association as respondents, the petitioner submitted that two natural gifts of life – pure water and air – were not available to people. He quoted a World Health Organisation study which had found that every third Pakistani drank unsafe water. 


According to the WHO report, the petitioner submitted that 85 per cent of tested groundwater samples in 14 districts of Punjab were found to be unfit for human consumption. At least two million people drank unsafe water in these districts, he added. 


Advocate Hussain, referring to the WHO report, stated that 15 out of 48 collected brands of bottled water were also found unfit for human consumption. He said that 36 per cent of the population of Sindh and Punjab was exposed to arsenic levels up to 50ppb as 99 per cent of industrial effluent and 92 per cent of urban wastewater was discharged untreated into the rivers and the sea. 


The petitioner stated that 250,000 child deaths occurred each year due to water-borne diseases, while the health costs were estimated at Rs114 billion. 


He submitted that impure and polluted water, which was highly injurious to human health, was supplied by tankers to the citizens. The petitioner added that the water supplied through pipelines was also impure, because sewerage and drinking water pipes ran side by side and due to leakage filthy sewage became mixed with drinking water, causing various chest and stomach diseases. 


The petitioner submitted that even various popular brands of so-called mineral water were neither pure nor mineral water. A large number of people used costly mineral water for their safety and the safety of their family members without knowing that what they were drinking was neither mineral nor pure water, he added. 


The petitioner submitted that over 250,000 people died of TB and more than that of other diseases due to air, water and other pollution. He prayed to the court to direct the respondents to take immediate steps and ensure that contaminated water is not supplied through taps. 


It was also prayed to the court to award exemplary punishment under law to those who were found guilty of supplying impure or contaminated water and mineral water to the public. 


The petitioner prayed to the court to direct the respondents to take immediate samples of mineral water sold in the market with different names and brands and get them tested at Karachi University or Aga Khan laboratory in order to establish its purity and quality for consumption. 

He also prayed to the court to direct the provincial health department and the city government to restrain the supply of hydrants water through tankers for drinking purposes till it was tested by a laboratory and found fit for human consumption. 


Advocate Abrar Hasan, representing the KWSB, filed a statement along with the revenue generated in millions of rupees for the past 10 years. The statement also carried details of projects of water supply, filter plants and sewerage system. 

The bench observed that the KWSB might be investing a colossal amount in maintaining the system “but there is nothing on record to show that what effective measures and testing mechanism are placed to ensure supply of healthy water to citizens and residents of Karachi”. 


The bench directed the KWSB counsel to place on record all measures and mechanisms that are taken to check and ensure supply of healthy water. 


The CDGK law officer, Manzoor Ahmed, also filed a statement on behalf of the CDGK showing the samples of water collected from sources of KWSB between Jan 2009 and July 2009. According to the statement, 928 out of total 3,314 samples were found to be unfit for human consumption – described as an alarming figure by the court. 


The statement further said that 52 out of 164 samples of bottled mineral water were also found unsafe. 


The court directed the KWSB counsel to obtain a copy of the CDGK report and respond to it on the next date of hearing. 


The bench directed both the counsel to assist the court to determine the regulatory authority in this regard and its responsibilities to ensure clean and pollution-free water supply to the citizens of Karachi within four weeks. 

The deputy attorney-general, Mian Khan Malik, pointed out that an identical petition was also being heard by the SHC. The bench ordered the tagging of the two petitions and adjourned the hearing, directing the court office to fix the case immediately after Eidul Azha. 
(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-13, 13/11/2009)

SHC seeks KWSB report on providing potable water

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to produce a report regarding all measures and mechanisms to check and ensure supply of potable water to the citizens.


The court was hearing the petition pertaining to the supply of contaminated water in the city. Petitioner Islam Hussain submitted that contaminated water was being supplied to citizens while samples of many drinking water companies were also found to be sub-standard. 


He said that people were suffering from different diseases due to the consumption of contaminated water and requested the court to direct the government to test samples of water through standard laboratories and take action against the culprits involved in the supply of sub-standard water to the public. 


The KWSB counsel filed a statement regarding efforts of the board for water supply, and details of installation of filter plants projects. The SHC’s division bench headed by Justice Mushir Alam, after perusal of the report, observed that though the board was investing a colossal amount in maintaining the system, there was nothing on the record to show effective measures and testing mechanisms to ensure supply of pure water to citizen.


The City District Government, Karachi (CDGK) counsel also filed a statement showing 3314 water samples collected from January 2009 to July 2009 from KWSB of which 928 were found to be unfit for the human consumption. While samples obtained from mineral water companies shows that 52 samples were found not genuine out of 164 samples. 


The court was earlier informed by the CDGK’s officer that 1,790 samples of water were found unfit for human consumption when samples of 5,846 samples were obtained from different sources of water supply for test last year.


The court observed that marketing of unfit samples was an alarming situation and directed the KWSB to file comments on the report. The court also directed the KWSB and the counsel to assist the court to as to what is regulatory authority and its responsibility to ensure pure water supply to citizen of the Karachi. 


Justice Nizam murder case: The SHC reserved judgment on quashment application of a co-defendant in Justice Nizam Ahmed murder case.


Babar Sindhu, a co-defendant, along with President Asif Ali Zardari and two others are charged with killing Justice Nizam Ahmed, a former judge of the SHC, and his son Nadim Ahmed, a lawyer, in an attack on June 10, 1996, outside their house in the PECHS. President Zardari, however, was exonerated by the Sessions Court last year allowing his acquittal application.


The applicant submitted that the prosecution had failed to prove the case against him and case had been pending for the last 13 years. 


His counsel prayed the court to quash the criminal proceedings against his client as he had nothing to do with the offence. The SHC’s single bench, after hearing the application reserved the judgment.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-14, 13/11/2009)
Safe drinking water

HOW does one explain the CDWA project’s failure to take off when the link between potable water and human health is clear even to the meanest intelligence? When the Rs15bn Clean Drinking Water for All scheme was launched in 2005 it envisaged the installation of 6,626 filtration plants all over the country by Dec 2007. Although it was periodically reported that work was in progress and some plants had been set up, the project was not completed on time. As is the wont among our policymakers, a new government ushered in a new water policy that was announced in Sept 2009. This speaks of providing clean drinking water to everyone in Pakistan by 2025. Is this another pipe dream? Work on the CDWA project was initiated some years ago but we have not been told how much has been spent and where. Now there are media reports of existing plants falling into disuse. CDWA was to be a joint venture between the federal government as the financier and the district, tehsil and town governments providing land, labour and electricity. The provincial government was to be the executor. Now we have them indulging in a blame game to escape responsibility.


It is time the various tiers of government sorted out this issue. They should realise that the UN Human Rights Council is on its way to recognising access to safe drinking water as a basic human right of people. Millennium Development Goal # 7 also sets the target of reducing by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water. Leaving aside altruistic reasons, there is a down-to-earth pragmatic compulsion to provide safe water to people. Pakistan spends Rs30bn on healthcare for people who suffer from waterborne diseases. A fraction of that spent on safe drinking water projects would save a lot of money and human suffering. 
(Dawn-7, 19/11/2009)

KCA threatens to go on strike to get Rs268.49 million dues from KWSB

The Karachi Contractors Association (KCA) has warned the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to pay Rs268.49 million in dues, else contractors may be forced to go on strike.


KCA Information Secretary Saeed Ahmed Mughal told The News that about three to three-and-a-half years ago, contractors were awarded different contracts on the joint projects of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and the KWSB. These projects were materialised under the head of “Taameer-e-Karachi Programme”, but their dues could not be cleared till now. 


Mughal explained that when tenders were submitted, the contractors had to deposit 2 per cent of the total bid as earnest money, while 8 per cent of the total amount was deducted in lieu of security. Thus, 10 per cent of the total amount is paid by contractors, and is deducted from the overall payment. He claimed that even this sum was with the authorities concerned.


The KCA official explained that whenever a particular project is completed, the contractor responsible is bound to provide maintenance services for that project for six months. He said that in many cases, this period had expired but dues could still not be paid to them.


Mughal alleged that the high-ranking officials of KWSB seem least interested in clearing these dues, which have been pending for the past one-and-a-half to two years. This was evident by the fact that the managing director (MD) of the KWSB shifted responsibility of paying contractors’ dues to the CDGK, while the CDGK asked the contractors to receive payment from the KWSB.


“The contractors are being tossed between the two entities,” Mughal said. 


“Moreover, the KWSB MD has conveyed to the contractors that they did not work during his tenure, and thus, he is not responsible to pay their dues,” he claimed, adding that such behaviour was “nothing but the economic exploitation of the contractors.” 


He said that it seemed that there was drastic mismanagement in the payment of their dues. According to him, either the KWSB had exceeded the limit of work or it had failed to properly convey their case of funding to the high-ranking officials in the government. 


The projects whose payments remains outstanding include “Rehabilitation of water supply system of civil work” in the jurisdiction of North Nazimabad, with Rs860,298 unresolved in dues. 


In the limits of North Nazimabad Town, Rs2.7 million have been unpaid in lieu of work carried out on “replacement of aged damaged water supply lines.” Similarly, Rs9.99 million are pending for work on “relocation of water supply lines” in Liaquatabad Town, while Rs6.73 million are pending for “rehabilitation of improvement of water supply system in New Karachi Industrial Area” in New Karachi Town.


Mughal said that in a similar case some five years ago, the CDGK under former city Nazim Naimatuallah Khan had not paid Rs13.30 million in outstanding dues. This resulted in contractors stopping work for the city government. He said that contractors then observed a strike for 15 to 20 days, after which the contractors were finally paid. He said that due to this controversy, former city Nazim Naimatuallah Khan could not inaugurate the Nursery Flyover and some other projects.


In a related development, the KCA issued a press release on Tuesday and demanded that Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah, Local Bodies Minister Agha Siraj Durani and city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal arrange the payment of their dues on an immediate basis for 54 bills, while an inquiry should also be conducted regarding the alleged injustice with contractors.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 25/11/2009)
Narreri Lake poisoned by LBOD project

The huge quantity of poisonous chemicals brought by Left Bank Outfall Drainage (LBOD), have turned the once beautiful Narrrei Lake into a barren and poisonous zone.


The LBOD streams saline seepage, pump saline groundwater, and industrial and municipal wastewater to the sea at Zero Point, Badin District, polluting the fresh water lakes on its way. It has destroyed the entire environment and ecosystem and about 800 villages are located along the LBOD. People are compelled to drink poisonous water from the drainage.


Among LBOD’s many victims, one of the worst is Nerreri Lake. The Lake, situated close to the sea at about 16,000 acres of land, receives poisonous water from LBOD and other drains. The lake was once a source of providing natural hatchery to the fish and sanctuary to migratory birds.


Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) Chairperson Mohammed Ali Shah told The News that the drainage of poisonous effluent into the sea has destroyed Narreri. “It is no more attractive for birds. There is no fish, no vegetation,” Shah said, adding that the fishermen, after losing their source of living, have migrated to other areas. He estimated that the lake was the source of livelihood for about 3000 people.


Shah added that the sources of water for hundreds of fresh water lakes in Thatta and Badin districts were canals and tributaries which have now become polluted due to urban and industrial effluent. A large number of other fresh water lakes which are directly connected to such drainage schemes have also converted into saline water lakes, while many others have dried up completely, he added.


The PFF Chairperson said that despite this colossal loss the government could not initiate a programme to rehabilitate the affected communities and to save the environment from being further polluted.


A 60-year-old person from a neighbouring village, Rajab Mallah, told The News that floods in monsoons and high tides in the sea, breaching in the LBOD and other linked drains have put the lives of hundreds of families vulnerable to disasters. He said that 15 years ago the people of the area spent a happy life by catching fish from the lake and growing vegetables around it. But now, he said, the fish are not found and there are no vegetables.


Apart from one canal that irrigates only a small piece of land, there is no other source of water supply. The people have to travel several miles to fetch drinking water, he said.


Meanwhile Mohammed Khan Samoon of Badin Rural Development Organisation said that Narreri’s condition is deteriorating. “It is barren now. Salinity is increasing due to sea erosion and lack of fresh water.”


A local activist Ameer Mandhro said that some women of the area suffered burning of hands during washing clothes from LBOD water.


He said that supply of potable water, health care, and appropriate transportation facility are main demands of the community. But the authorities concerned do not have these demands on their agenda, he claimed.


Most of the dwellers of the area are suffering from several diseases such as hepatitis, skin ailments, eye infections, TB and abdominal sufferings. The senior physicians link these diseases to the use of contaminated water.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 25/11/2009)
KWSB fails to equip itself to deal with emergencies

Despite the fact that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has the facility of availing Para 58 of Central Public Works Department (CPWD) rules to spend funds on an urgent basis, the water utility is hampered by a severe lack of adequate machinery to deal with emergency situations. The KWSB is thus forced to tackle such situations by farming out various jobs to contractors, The News has learnt. 


Sources told The News that due to a lack of machinery, an adverse situation can, in fact, inflict losses of million of rupees to the water utility. Sources said that the KWSB is devoid of any excavator, dewatering pumps, mobile welding plant or mobile generator. All that the KWSB possesses is two cranes, a source said. In the absence of critical machinery, sources said, contractors charge Rs10,000 per hour for use of an excavator. 


Para 58, the rule of Central Public Works Department (CPWD), grants unlimited funding to the managing director (MD) of government organisations so as to ensure that emergency situations can be effectively dealt with. 


The Sindh Government has empowered the top officials of the water utility with unlimited funding through KWSB Act 1996, which was passed through the Sindh Assembly in April 1996 and which had repealed the Sindh Local Government Amendment Ordnance-1983. 


In the KWSB’s case, the MD has been fully authorised the job of handling emergency situations faced by the water utility, irrespective of cost. It is pertinent to mention here that on a number of occasions, water supply lines have burst during the recent past, and all those emergencies were handled through exercising Para 58. 


Experts privy to KWSB’s operations and issues believe that the entity has a tendency of turning to emergency services on a regular basis. The KWSB is responsible to ensure that the supply of water is regular, and to guarantee that sewerage lines remain functioning and are not blocked. Due to nature of the utility’s services, emergency-like situations may occur any time, experts assert. 


Experts argue that this rule existed since the time of the British, which was endorsed through Pakistan Public Procurement Rules 2006. According to them, the utility can be faced with a host of problems at any given time: water supply lines may burst, sewerage lines can face closures, while water pumps can also develop problems in their functioning. All these situations can cause public annoyance, and Para 58 is permitted to handle these kinds of situations, experts said.


Sources in the KWSB meanwhile told The News that the employment of Para-58 can be good and bad at the same time. They said that while this rule obviously assists the high-ranking officials of the KWSB to handle emergency situation with ease, “vested interests” may lead to the wrong use of Para 58.


Anticipating that a problem will emerge and lead to an emergency situation is also the responsibility of the authority concerned, sources said. For instance, they said, a water supply line that is about 20-25 years old will develop problems, but such lines don’t burst immediately. There is generally some indication that the lines need maintenance, and there is amply time for the authorities concerned to complete official formalities regarding their upkeep. 


They said that the authority concerned should announce tenders in such situations, and all formalities to start the repairing process can be tackled in around 23 days. Contrary to this, they said, the authorities concerned sometimes wait till the emergency emerges, and then turn to Para 58 to dispose of the situation.


Similarly, they said, a pump does not stop working immediately, but starts clattering. A qualified worker can easily predict that the pump may develop problems during next the 15 to 20 days. They said that in situation such as these, there is no need to exercise Para-58, as it can be handled easily prior to emerging of the emergency.


Sources said that due to a lack of machinery to handle emergency situations, contracts awarded to repair burst water supply lines may cross Rs2 million. Officials of KWSB who have field-oriented jobs, such as executive engineers and superintending engineers, also get their vehicles repaired through the exercise of Para 58, sources alleged.


The cost of handling emergencies may be brought to a minimum if the KWSB opts to get its own machinery, sources said. According to them, even though an excavator costs a few million rupees, other machinery can be purchased easily since it is not as expensive. Excavators available at Sohrab are generally used to handle the emergency situations by KWSB, and such equipment can easily be procured by the KWSB, sources said.


Sources further added that the dewatering pump of a four-inch-diameter is available in the market at around Rs1.2 million, whereas the cost of a 10-inch-diameter dewatering pump is around Rs6 million. Similarly, they said, a mobile welding plant can be purchased for about Rs800,000 to Rs1 million, while a mobile generator of 25 kilowatts capacity may cost the KWSB around Rs500,000.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 27/11/2009)
Save Water Group-Sindh formed


KARACHI: The Mass Awareness for Water Conservation and Development (MAWCD) - a joint project of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Ministry of Science and Technology, and executed by Pakistan Council for Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) - has formed the Save Water Group (SWG)-Sindh.


The SWG-Sindh would work as a think tank to suggest policies for the government, and run a mass awareness campaign to conserve water in the agriculture, domestic and industrial sector. 


During the first meeting, Abdul Karim Gabol of the MAWCD said water sources are diminishing rapidly due to environmental degradation, climate change and population increase, and proper conservation methods are needed to meet the ever-increasing demand of fresh water. 


Speaking on the occasion, Eng Muhammad Khan Marri of the PCRWR while stressing the need for water conservation informed that human beings were only utilising 0.9 percent of the fresh water on the planet for domestic, industrial, agriculture and other purposes.


Dr Moazzam Ali Khan of the Institute of Environmental Studies, University of Karachi suggested that beside conservation of water, other important issues like acute shortage of drinking water, sources of water contamination and water pollution should be included in the newly formed group. Syed Ghulam Qadir Shah of IUCN along with others seconded Dr Khan’s opinion and the group consequently agreed to include the issues in their forum. 


On the occasion, senior conservationist Dr Lakhraj Kela, Prof Dr RB Mahar and Asst Prof Ashfaq Pathan of the Mehran University Jamshoro, senior journalist Aajiz Jamali, environmental journalist and Water Aid (UK) media fellow Amar Guriro, environmentalist Zain Daudpoto, Jamal Shoro and Mahreen Rashid of WWF-Pakistan, bureau chief of the PPI news agency Waseem Nizami, Ghulam Ali, Taj-un-Nisa and others became formal members of the newly formed SWG-Sindh.

(DailyTimes-B1, 28/11/2009)

DECEMBER

Rs2.2bn project fails to cut water losses

KARACHI, Dec 4: Despite Karachi Water and Sewerage Board claims that water wastage through leaking pipelines has been reduced drastically after the launch of the Rs2.2 billion federal government-funded water losses reduction project, the percentage of non-revenue water is still over 33 per cent officially and about 45 per cent according to the findings of the Japan International Cooperation Agency. 


The term non-revenue water (NRW) is used for the water lost through theft, leaks, metering inaccuracies and other ways before it reaches the consumer. 


About 90 per cent leakages have reportedly been plugged during the last two-and-a-half years following the launch of the federal government-funded project. However, more than 220 million gallons of water per day (mgd) is still going to waste, leaving only 500mgd water for domestic and industrial use of the metropolis. 


KWSB officials said that the city was supposed to get 720mgd from two sources – 640mgd from the Indus River and 80mgd from the Hub Dam – but the actual supply was around 500mgd due to 33 per cent losses. 


However, the findings of JICA’s study of Karachi’s water supply system put the losses at 45 per cent, which suggests that the city was losing 315mgd and the actual supply remained merely 400mgd for both domestic and industrial consumers of the city. 


Well-placed sources in the water utility said that 90 per cent work aimed at plugging leakages had already been done under the water losses reduction project, though neither the losses had been drastically reduced nor the supply significantly increased. They cited a university reservoir project awarded to a firm more than two years ago to plug leakages, saying that a huge quantity of water from the reservoir having a storage capacity of 5mgd was still going to waste after the completion of the Rs17-million project. 


The leakage was causing not only financial losses to the KWSB but also shortages in the nearby localities and damage to nearby roads in Gulistan-i-Jauhar Block 2, they said. 


“Roughly around 500,000 gallons of water, which costs over Rs300,000 a day, is going to waste through the university reservoir,” the sources said, adding that the leakages were causing water shortages in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Federal B’ Area and North Nazimabad.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 05/12/2009)

KWSB severs 13 illegal water connections in SITE Town

A special team of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) severed 13 illegal 3 and 6 inch dia water connections in SITE Town and registered FIRs at concerned police station for further legal action.


The action was carried out under the supervision of Chief Engineer-Bulk, Najam Alam Siddiqi with the cooperation of area police.


The officials of KWSB’s law department and special representatives of Nazim SITE Town were also present on the occasion.


The connections were drawn from 48 inch diameter Federal Trunk Main Line supplying water from Hub Dam and about 2 mgd water was being stolen and sold through illegal connections.


A KWSB official said that this water will now be supplied to deficit areas of SITE Town’s Pak Colony, Hasrat Mohani Colony, Baldia Town, Keamari Town, Rexer Village and other adjoining localities.

(The News-14, 06/12/2009)
An everyday journey of misery


KARACHI: Besides cooking routine meals for her family, it is also Zarina’s duty to fetch drinking water from a hand pump that is installed in another area, about two kilometres away from her home. One must not think that she is living in some remote village of Sindh. In fact, she is one of the thousands of women living in the historical small settlements scattered along the coastal belt of the Arabian Sea on the outskirts of Karachi, where she and other neighbouring women like her usually go out with empty pitchers to fetch drinking water for their respective families.

[image: image4.jpg]



It is not the first time that Ibrahim Hyderi, the oldest fisher folk settlement of the city, is suffering acute potable water shortage, but since the creation of Pakistan, the settlement has been waiting to get proper drinking water supply from state-run departments. Similar to the situation in the other parts of the province, the water shortage adds to the miseries of the women folk in Ibrahim Hyderi too, as their daily chores are increased. Beside cooking and looking after their children and other family members, they also have to fetch water.


Most of the residents of Charan Paro, Lasi Paro, Abassi Paro, Haji Lal Paro, Khaskeli Paro and other neighbouring villages of Ibrahim Hyderi have to walk miles to get water from underground hand pumps and municipal taps.


“Sometimes we buy water for which we have to pay a sum of money, as tankers bring drinking water from remote areas of the city and they sell it at a high price,” said Haji Juman Sheikh, an elderly resident of the area.


Sami Memon of the Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum (PFF) said the water shortage is artificial and some of the influential people of the areas do not want these areas to get water, as most of these people are involved behind the sale of water to these poor people.


“The water shortage in these settlements is as old as these fishermen settlements are, but despite the passage of decades, the government, elected representatives and the influential people of the area did nothing to resolve the issue,” said Memon. He said during 1987 to 1990 these areas were supplied water from Water Scheme, Korangi No 2 1/5, but after that period, some of the political parties deprived the people from that facility.


“Some people claim that in recent years Karachi has developed very much, but ask them to visit the historical areas, especially where the native people of the city are living for several centuries, and see how far away they are from this so-called development,” said Akbar Abassi, a resident of Ibrahim Hyderi. He said they were deprived of basic facilities such as roads, water supply, healthcare, educational institutes and other utility services on ethnic basis as well as political affiliations. 


Witnessing the water scarcity, the PFF arranged a public meeting in Ibrahim Hyderi on December 3, where people came forward and expressed their grievances, especially a large numbers of women. Talking on the occasion, Sakina, Shahdia, Aasi, Bilqees and others protested over the artificial shortage and lamented that they are tired of carrying water jars on their heads since years. “We will not allow our coming generation to do so,” said Aasi, adding that elected authorities should be ashamed seeing their women in this situation. She also said, “Water should be provided on urgent basis otherwise we will come out of our homes and on the streets to fight for our right.”

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 07/12/2009)

Coastal locality to protest against water shortage

The women of coastal locality Ibrahim Haydri, Bin Qasim Town, have decided to organise a protest demonstration in front of the Karachi Press Club against the persistent water shortage in the locality. With a population of 120,000 Ibrahim Hydri faces an acute shortage of drinking water and the poor women have to travel miles to fetch it, The News has learnt.


In this regard a meeting of the community people was held in Charan Paro that discussed the water shortage issue and held the concerned authorities responsible for it. Some participants of the meeting told The News that that they have been facing water shortage for the last 50 years and whenever they lodged complaints the authorities despite giving assurance never really paid attention to this problem.


Moreover Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) has convened a conference on December 22 to discuss the issue of water shortage where all the stakeholders would be invited including officials of Bin Qasim Town, Union Councils, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, elected legislators, civil society representatives and community people.


Ibrahim Hydri, comprises 52 muhallas out of which of 25 do not have access to government-laid water supply lines. The women, mostly teenaged girls carry pots and containers and go to other neighbourhoods to fetch water.


An angry woman, Mai Sakina, told The News that they decided to raise voice against water shortage because they do not want their future generations to face the same problem. She said that the ruling party legislators who were voted by the community never highlight the issues faced by the community in major forums and assemblies. “We can not wait any longer for them (the legislators) who always breach their promises they made with the community during their election campaigns. The representatives have left them with no choice other than protesting,” she said. “We are living at the seashore, yet find nothing to quench our thirst,” she added.


Meanwhile Tahira Ali, Vice Chairperson of Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) told The News that she was only seven when her family migrated to this locality and now she is over 40 but she still sees no sufficient drinkable water. “I know how bothering it is to visit houses of neighbours for begging water. I know it because I have this experience. I used to go to beg for water when it was my duty to bring water for my home,” she said. She added that nothing has changed since then as she still witnesses groups of innocent girls carrying containers and going door to door for begging water.


Moreover the elders of the locality said that in the past there were old water ponds filled with rainwater which were used by women of the village to wash their clothes. They said that there were sweet water wells in different locations. But now, the elders said, the increasing population has occupied the dried water reservoirs lands and the wells have turned into polluted water ponds.


One villager Noor Mohammad said that the people once used to get water from Water Scheme, Korangi No 2.5 but this source too stopped deprived several families of water.


The worst affected people belong to tail-end neighbourhoods, which not only have no water but they also face sanitation problems. Rain water always inundates their areas, forcing the families to stay away from their houses for several days during rain. Apart from this the community people face affects of sea intrusion, pollution in underground water tanks and live in constant fear of getting affected with diseases.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 09/12/2009)
Ibrahim Hyderi and Rehri Goth provided relief
2 water purification plants supplying 100,000 gallons per day installed by KESC


KARACHI: Following the reports by Daily Times on the issue of around 200 children suffering from a mysterious disease, the residents of Ibrahim Hyderi received good news on Saturday as the Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation, in collaboration with the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), set up two water purification plants in the area.


Rehri Goth and other coastal areas are suffering from acute shortage of potable water and in some areas, water contamination has been causing dangerous waterborne diseases, badly affecting the nearby settlements. In the absence of state-run water supply system in the Ibrahim Hyderi area, most residents had been consuming underground water, which is severely contaminated with fluoride and arsenic substances.


Daily Times had reported a week ago that around 200 children in different settlements of Rehri Goth were suffering from paralysis of the lower limbs, for which underground water contamination was held responsible by water quality experts. Recognising the worsening situation, KESC's Corporate Social Responsibility Department decided to set up water plants in the area. The two water purification plants installed in Ibrahim Hyderi - one in Baloch Para and the other near the water pump area - would purify 50,000 gallons of water daily.


In a ceremony held on Saturday, Provincial Minister Muzaffar Ali Shajra, Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum Chairman Mohammad [image: image5.jpg]


Ali Shah and, KESC Corporate Social Responsibility Department official Zehra Mehdi and a considerable number of Ibrahim Hyderi's fisher folk inaugurated the water purification plants.


Shajra said the Sindh government would cooperate with the PFF to provide safe drinking water facilities to other areas with fishermen's settlements. The Pakistan People's Party's government is trying its very best for providing basic facilities to everyone equally, he added.


He regretted that there is an artificial shortage of water in many areas. Action would be taken against all those involved in creating this shortage, as per the complaints received, he added.


Shah thanked the KESC, who has agreed to work with the PFF for providing pure drinking water facility for Ibrahim Hyderi, and said as per the new national water policy issued by the Central Cabinet of Pakistan, it is the responsibility of the state to provide 120 litres of water to every citizen daily. The total population of Ibrahim Hyderi is 120,000, which means the government should provide 3 million gallons of water to the residents, but they are only receiving 300,000 gallons, he added.


Zehra Mehdi said there was a dire need of pure drinking water in Ibrahim Hyderi and that the KESC had provided two water purification plants to relieve the residents. The new management of the KESC also wants to work on health and education issues in the area, she added.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 13/12/2009)

KWSB braving Rs5bn yearly losses in leakages, illegal connections

The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) is facing a shortage of Rs5 billion per annum due to leakages, illegal connections and other reasons, The News has learnt.


Sources said that the KWSB faces losses of 200 million gallon per day (MGD) through its water supply network; when converted in rupee terms, this equals a yearly loss of Rs5 billion.


The KWSB is currently facing leakages of about 30 per cent of the total supply, sources said. The water utility currently gets 550 MGD water supply from the Indus River via the Dhabiji Pumping Station, and its gets 100 MGD from Hub Dam – the total water supply thus stands at 650 MGD.


Sources said that the corresponding revenue of the water supply should amount to Rs12 billion per annum, but the current recovery of the water utility hardly stands at Rs3 to Rs4 billion per annum. The recovery of these dues is severely hampered by leakages and illegal connections, sources said. 


While line losses and illegal connections have historically damaged the revenue collection of the water utility, the volume of losses is touching new heights now, sources claimed, adding that the phenomenon of illegal connections and other leakages has increased drastically over the last five or six years. 


“Leakages and illegal connections swell by approximately one per cent ever year,” sources said, claiming that the recent drive against illegal connection has not helped in covering up the losses. The status of recovery thus remained at the same point where it was before the launching of campaign, sources said.


Sources said that the water utility could not conduct any successful campaign against illegal connections so far due to a number of reasons. “Let us suppose that an illegal connection in the industrial sector has been cut off for the time being by the KWSB. But at the same time, the same consumer holds two more connections, and they would still be operating although apparently a successful campaign has been conducted at least on documents,” they said. Sources added that the suspended connections start working again soon after the campaign against them is deemed successful.


The same is the case with the domestic consumers, sources said, adding that there is “a lack of seriousness” in bringing all connections under the network of the KWSB and charging taxes from them. Sources alleged that individuals have no role in acquiring illegal connections, but the police, some political parties and their workers support those who get illegal connections.


Sources said that whatever the volume of water filtered, it was consumed in its entirety – legally or illegally. The KWSB has six filter plants of different capacities at different locations, but after being filtered, all the water is stolen through illegal connections.


Source narrated that the Gharo Filter Plant has a capacity of filtering 20 MGD water, whereas the Pipri Filter Plant has a potential to filter 100 MGD. The North East Karachi Filter Plant has a designed capacity of filtering 100 MGD water, and the filter plant of North East Karachi (old) has a potential to filter 25 MGD water. The filter plant at Hub can filter 100 MGD water, whereas the plant at Shanti Nagar in Gulshan-e-Iqbal (also known as Central Ordinance Depot Plant) has a capacity to filter 120 MGD of water. 


When asked about tampering of billing amounts, sources said that billing was not an issue, as the whole billing system has been computerised. Sources alleged that a large number of domestic and industrial consumers have acquired illegal connections, which are seriously causing losses to the water utility.


Sources said that water shortage will remain an issue in the city, until the K-4 Project is launched. “The K-4 project would address water supply issues for the next 20 to 25 years, and would be capable to supply 600 MGD of water from River Indus,” sources said.


Initiatives for the K-4 projects were taken in December 2006, and the feasibility study was to completed till December 2008, sources said. However, the feasibility study could not be completed thus far due to the financial crunch that the water utility is currently braving. Sources claimed that feasibility consultants have stopped work regarding the study due to non-payment of their dues.


Sources said that the KWSB would fail in clearing its dues to other organisations unless it successfully covers all its losses, adding that the water utility owes around Rs8 billion to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) while contractors stake claim to Rs400 million in dues.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 20/12/2009)
CDWA project and FBR

THE Clean Drinking Water for All (CDWA) project worth over Rs16bn was launched in Pakistan by the federal government and is being implemented by the provincial governments. 


The project is primarily financed by the government of Pakistan. The implementation of the Safe Drinking Water and Hygiene Promotion Project will be in 28 focus districts from the provinces and three agencies in Fata (including the earthquake-affected areas of the NWFP, and Azad Jammu and Kashmir). 


The multi-billion CDWA project will not only make clean water available to the general public exposed to water-borne diseases, but also promises considerable economic activity and will result in significant revenues to the government treasury through the Federal Bureau of Revenue. 


Both federal and provincial governments must see whether genuine taxation as per rules is being applied by contractors and subcontractors and the ‘goods and services’ involved are being interpreted according to the applicable laws. 


Some unscrupulous contractors and suppliers, including a multinational pump manufacturer, however, are trying to evade GST by combining supply and service activities by clubbing the two together and getting the exemption under the services head. This specifically applies to prefabricated plant houses and their installation. 


Supplies of all types of items, including prefabricated plant houses, are liable to GST, while transportation, installation and construction (services) are exempted. 


The FBR must, at this point of time, categorically clarify this misconception and construe through an official notification that the main contractors and their subcontractors are not exempted from the payment of GST in this project. 


Authorities should not allow such unscrupulous contractors working on this project to deprive the government of huge tax revenues and confuse authorities about their cost benefits. 


This lacuna in the law is being deliberately misinterpreted by these contractors, who are advising suppliers to follow this path of clubbing the services and supplies in order to evade taxes and cut costs. The good thing is that the provinces, with the help of local bodies, are monitoring the progress of the CDWA project rather closely and are serious about getting the anticipated results of the project. 


They should also help the FBR to collect the significant tax amounts, which can again be used for the benefit of people of Pakistan. 


SHAHID KHAN, Lahore 
(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 22/12/2009)

KWSB officials involved in illegal hydrants business


KARACHI: Karachi Water Tanker Owners Welfare Association General Secretary Hazoor Bux told Daily Times that Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Chief Engineer Bulk Najmi Alam and other KWSB officials were involved in the menace of illegal hydrants.


Bux claimed that Alam had received Rs 200,000 to Rs 400,000 for awarding permissions for illegal hydrants. The concerned Town Municipal Administrations (TMAs) had also been extorting Rs 100,000 monthly for each hydrant and the TMAs have recently raised the monthly “fee” to Rs 200,000 per hydrant, he added.


Bux said he had appealed to KWSB Managing Director Qutbuddin Sheikh six months ago for banning illegal hydrants and curbing KWSB officials’ involvement, adding that he had also called a well-placed officer in the City District Government Karachi on Monday and had given him a letter on the same issue so that necessary measures could be taken regarding the issue.


Despite stern measures and imposition of section 144 of CrPC by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, KWSB has failed to curb around 200 illegal hydrants from operating in the city.


Some popular hydrants include the Raees Mianwali hydrant in Future Colony and several hydrants along the Lyari River, in Chakra Goth, Zia Colony, Sharifabad and Manghopir.


Alam told Daily Times that a high-profile religious scholar was also involved in the illegal hydrant business in SITE Town limits.

City Council member Afsar Khan alleged that when the officials tried to disconnect the illegal hydrant, supporters of the scholar created law and order situation, to which the area police did not respond.


Although the KWSB officials have been blaming law enforcement agencies for not providing security during disconnection campaigns, the hydrant owners have alleged that KWSB officials were behind the menace and that they were involved in selling water quota to certain residential colonies and industries for a hefty bribe.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 23/12/2009)

180 MGD of water being supplied in raw, unfiltered form

The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) is being forced to supply raw water to parts of the city, as the financial constraints that the utility is currently braving are impeding the setting up of new filter plants, The News has learnt. 


The water utility receives a total of 650 million gallon per day (MGD) supply from two sources, Indus River and Hub Dam. Out of 650 MGD only 470 MGD water is filtered through six filter plants. About 180 MGD is supplied in raw form to consumers without any exception.


Sources told The News that currently, the 180 MGD unfiltered water is mixed with filtered water, and supplied across the city for consumption. This process does not substantially affect the taste of water, as only a minor quantity of raw water is mixed with filtered water, sources explained. However, water samples collected always prove that the water quality is 75 per cent substandard in comparison to filtered water. 


It is pertinent to note that 135 MGD water from the K-3 project which is supplied through Dhabiji Pumping Station remains unfiltered, as there is attached filter plant and thus the entire quantity of water is supplied in raw form.


The total supply of water through Hub Dam is 112 MGD, of which 100 MGD water is filtered. Gharo Filter Plant has a potential to filter 20 MGD, whereas the total supply of water at this point is 28 MGD. Pipri Filter Plant has 100 MGD filtering capacity against a total supply of 136 MGD. North East Karachi (NEK) Filter Plant, part of the K-2 Project, has 100 MGD capacity against a total supply of 112 MGD. The NEK Old Filter Plant has a potential of filtering 25 MGD against 43 MGD of total supply. The COD Filter Plant (Gulshan-e-Iqbal) has a capacity of 120 MGD against a supply of 156 MGD of water.


Experts told The News that the existing capacity of different plants cannot be enhanced technically; however, the establishing of new filter plant at K-3 Project would help minimize the level of unfiltered water. 


The experts maintained that KWSB needs Rs1,500 million to establish a new filter plant at K-3 Project, which has a capacity to filter 135 MGD. 


Sources told The News, however, that the project cost (PC)-1 of K-3 had a filter plant in its feasibility, but this idea had to be discarded due to a lack of funding. 


According to funding details of the recently-materialised water supply projects, the World Bank (WB) had given a loan of Rs11 billion for the K-2 Project, which was initiated in 1991 and completed in 1997. The funding for K-3 project, about Rs9 billion, was provided by the government of Pakistan, but no filter plant could be established in this project due to the absence of corresponding capital for the facility. 


Sources said that the K-4 project, which is supposed to cater to 600 MGD water from Indus River and whose feasibility could not be made thus far, would have filter plants but the lack of funding is causing major hurdles in the project maturing.


The K-4 project would be built over four phases, and water would be brought from the Keenjhar (Kalri) Lake, situated about 10 miles away from Thatta. Sources claimed that Rs16 billion are required to simply complete the first phase of K-4.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 24/12/2009)
KWSB accused of overcharging bulk consumers

KARACHI, Dec 25: Finding no remedy to the problem of receiving inflated bills, most bulk water consumers have accused the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) of using the tactic to extort money. 


Most of the consumers who approached Dawn with the complaint of excessive billing claimed that the KWSB officials concerned always appeared ready to reduce the billed amount but none of them would agree to charge for the water consumption according to the reading of the meter installed at every bulk consumer. 


“They are not ready to listen to anything but a ‘bargain’ on the bill amount,” said one of the aggrieved KWSB consumer. 


The bargain, he alleged, was based on illegal gratification for a favour in reducing the already billed amount. 


Many bulk water consumers claimed that they were receiving inflated bills prepared on an average consumption basis for several months but the consumption calculated as “average” appeared to be disproportionately high. 


“This serves two purposes,” another aggrieved consumer viewed, explaining that on the one hand, excessive billing would help the KWSB generate revenues it desperately needed and, one the other, it open up a way for its corrupt officials to mint money from the consumers by offering cuts in the bills. 

Supporting his view, several other aggrieved consumers claimed that the KWSB officials concerned had openly been offering to bargain on their bills at any place apart from the utility’s office or the consumers’ business place or even the latter’s residences. 


The categories of bulk consumers are industrial, commercial and general users, the last mentioned being housing societies, major hospitals, etc. 


Billing is the responsibility of the water utility’s revenue and resource generation (RRG) department, which is also supposed to look into the grievances of any consumer approaching it with the complaint of unrealistic billing. 


“Instead of looking into our grievances, the RRG department responds to our complaint by claiming that the meters installed at our business place is faulty or tampered,” said some of the complainants. They argued that if at all the KWSB officials’ lame excuse was accepted, some remedial measures must be offered by them. “We are ready to get our meters inspected and if they are found damaged or faulty, we have no objection to get them replaced with the perfect ones in order to ensure proper and accurate billing,” they said. 


But the KWSB is not ready to oblige the aggrieved consumers and its RRG department sticks to the “rule” that every consumer has to pay the monthly bill whatever the amount or face the action, which includes the discontinuation of water supply. 


Although a disconnection means closure of the industrial or commercial unit concerned, it does not succeed in forcing every bulk consumer declared “defaulter” by the KWSB to come to the water utility’s corrupt officials’ terms. The KWSB has taken the extreme action against several defaulters and kept a large number of others under the threat. 


They are found visiting the utility’s officials concerned and having arguments trying to convince them that their water meters could not be faulty or tampered with since they were under the constant monitoring by the relevant KWSB staff. 


“It is impossible to convince them,” a disgruntled consumer walking out of an official’s chamber said in sheer disappointment. “If you want to see you business running, you will have to grease their palm,” he remarked. 


Another aggrieved consumer wondered: “How is it possible for any KWSB official to reduce the amount of a genuine bill prepared through a computerised system?” He was seemingly surprised to see that some bulk consumers were getting their water bills “corrected” and leaving the KWSB office fully satisfied. 


A senior officer in the RRG department, when contacted for his comments on the bulk consumers’ complaints and allegations, told Dawn on the condition of anonymity that while there were some “black sheep” indulging in corrupt practices, every effort was being made to purge the KWSB of such elements. He, however, maintained that bills on an average basis were issued to those bulk consumers whose meters were found tampered with or damaged. He further stated that the normal billing to such consumers would resume once their meters were rectified. Their paid amounts would also be adjusted after that, he added. Refuting the consumers’ allegation that the ongoing recovery drive was aimed at extorting them, the officer said the KWSB was in the process of introducing new meters and the complaint of inflated or average consumption bills would stand addressed once the new meters were in place. 
(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 26/12/2009)

Water sellers set up illegal reservoirs

KARACHI, Dec 25: In a bid to escape the Sindh government’s ban, operators of private hydrants in the city have come up with a novel idea to keep their water business running — they have built their own water reservoirs in the most unlikely of all places — houses. 


Dawn has learnt that the private hydrants have built water reservoirs and water distribution chambers in some houses of different Katchi Abadis of the city and have established a parallel water distribution system for meeting water demand of industrial zones and water-deficit residential areas. 


The method adopted by these private hydrants for ensuring uninterrupted water supply to permanent consumers, especially in the Site industrial area, is something like that.The private reservoirs, built in the vicinity of some industrial units, are filled with water drawn from two different sources — wells and illegal water connections taken from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) pipelines. 


Then, the water is supplied to industrial units through private pipelines laid down between water sellers’ reservoirs and underground tanks of the industrial units, Dawn has been told. 


A visit to the Site industrial area would show that some private water sellers have drilled boreholes and have constructed reservoirs on residential plots in Pak Colony, Old Golimar, Mewashah, Manghopir, Site, Lyari Expressway, Orangi, near Regent Cinema areas. 


They supply the water through pipelines they have laid down between their reservoirs and the industrial units of adjoining areas. 


The pipelines connecting the private reservoirs with the industrial units’ underground tanks are visible at many places. Most of these pipelines have been laid down under the Manghopir Bridge at the Lyari River. 


Some water sellers have even installed most advanced equipments for distributing the subsoil water. They have installed meters to monitor the quantity of water they are supplying to industrial units so that they can be charged accordingly. 

Some insiders have told Dawn that business is flourishing because of a shortage of water in the city. 
(Dawn-15, 26/12/2009)

Study to assess water purity at Keenjhar Lake

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Pakistan has decided to conduct an in-depth study to assess the purity of Keenjhar Lake water. The lake is a major source of water supply to Karachi and a large number of the communities residing in the neighbouring areas.


Though WWF conducts ecology assessment of the Keenjhar every year in January to judge the status of flora and fauna, this year they would0 conduct the in-depth study to learn about the purity of water as they fear that the pollution level in the lake is increasing.


The lake is a Ramsar Site and has been declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1977 under Sindh Wildlife Protection Ordinance 1972. About 50,000 people are dependent on this fresh water lake where more than 800 small fishing boats operate and its pollution would have negative implication livelihood activities.


In this regard area manager of WWF’s Indus for All Programme, Zahid Jalbani, told The News that they have obtained reports that the Keenjhar Lake receives poisonous waste flowing round the year from Kotri Industrial area to it through KB Feeder. The second route of receiving chemical is from Nooriabad industrial estate through rainy waterways that stream usually in the monsoon season every year. The pollution level is also increasing at the lake due to pesticides which are widely used in the nearby cultivated areas, he added.


Meanwhile a local activist, Anees Helaya, told The News that another source that is contributing to the pollution of the lake is an artificial lake established in the mountainous zone by industrialists to store waste into it. He said that when it rains the artificial lake overflows and the polluted water to streams into Keenjhar and cause depletion of precious fish species, vegetation and birds.


Moreover Jalbani said that they realise the impacts of chemicals on the source of living of hundreds of the community people which is why they have taken an initiative to set up a small fish stall along the lake where 10 different varieties of fish would be put on sale for the tourists and picnickers. He added that women would cook the delicious fish for which they would be paid with 30 per cent of earnings from the stall.


Moreover WWF claims to have taken several measures to promote the livelihood activities of the community people. One such measure is to encourage the skilled local fishermen to build small boats by using indigenous technology who have already built three fiber boats and working on three others. The fiber is being used to build boats as the wood has become costly which the poor fishermen could not afford.


The WWF is also planning to build a 17-foot-tall watchtower at Keenjhar for the visitors to enjoy the birds and scenic beauty of the lake. An information center is also being establishing there that would be mean to provide knowledge to the visiting students and environmentalists on the ecology, flora, fauna and Keenjhar itself.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 28/12/2009)
