SHC stays eviction


KARACHI: A division bench of the Sindh High Court (SHC) comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Maqbool Baqar suspended an eviction notice Wednesday and issued notices to the respondents including the Head Officer of the Canteen Stores Department (CSD), Zonal Manager and CSD Manager to a date to be filed later.

The bench was hearing a constitutional petition filed by Mst Safia Bano, niece of tenant Muhammad Anwar Jamal running an audio video shop at CSD Super Market, Abbasi Shaheed Road (adjacent to Gora Qabrastan).


The petitioner maintained that she has paid all the charges, including the Annual Renewal Fee, and was also paying the rent at an enhanced rate of Rs 5,125, including electricity charges. She also maintained that as per the CSD’s demand she has spent over Rs 0.3 million in renovation.


The petitioner impugnes a notice issued to her on June 23, 2007, calling upon her to vacate the premises within seven days. The petitioner, through her counsel Sohail Hameed, submitted before the bench that the notice was in violation of her vested rights. She prayed the court to restrain the respondents from evicting her.


The bench issued notice to the respondents for a date to be fixed later, while suspending the operation of the impugned notice subject to payment of monthly rent regularly. 


SHC issues notice in suspension of Royal TV: A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Maqbool Baqar issued notice Wednesday to the Secretary Information & Broadcasting, Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) and others for July 11 on a petition filed against the suspension of private Royal TV channel’s transmission, PPI reported.

The bench also restrained PEMRA from taking any further action against Royal TV. On June 27, PEMRA stopped the transmission of Royal TV, observing that its administration started transmission in blatant violation of PEMRA Ord 2002 without obtaining a license.

(Daily Times-B1, 05/07/2007)

The salt makers of Mauripur lick their wounds

Salt remains a way of life for the 75 families of the Noonaris who have been extracting salt from the sea since British times. However, they say that with the rise in encroachments in their area and bullying tactics adopted by land grabbers, they have no option but to gradually give up their work.


The salt ponds of Mauripur are under threat as encroachers have gradually started to take over the land while the government looks the other way. The salt makers say that overnight people have come and built on their land and their protests have fallen on deaf ears. The people of Karachi can see the salt ponds on their way to beaches on Sands pit, Hawks Bay and Paradise Point but the sad tale of those who make this salt remains untold. 


Most here are supporters of the PPP. Wali Mohammad Sheran, 70, proud for serving as a guard to late Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto in Maripur recalled the days when salt was transported to Thatta. Hakeem Dad, 80, a heavy set man and head of the Noonari community points out towards some influential persons belonging to a political party who were involved in the land grabbing. 

“No body else but our own people have thrown us in this situation,” he comments. Dad has also served as a guard to Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and claims that once he even protected the PM in a stone pelting incident.”


“One has to pay price of the salt in sincerity to those who offer it,” is a traditional saying which loses it meaning when it comes to the treatment meted out to the Noonaris, who are near starvation. More than 2,000 acres of land provided to this community by the British for salt making has been taken. Salt maker Zaib-ul-Nisa, 45, says that the land grabbers have now got fake documents made in their name as well. The land ownership documents with the salt makers date to colonial times. It seems that they have no value now. Their land has been reduced to only a few hundred yards. 


At the time of independence, salt manufacture was among the few major industries of the country. People living across the coast would collect salt and supply this in the local as well as in the international markets. “Salt was once transported in trains and ships,” informs Zaib-ul-Nisa, who was told of this by her elders. Now this is part of the history. 


This reporter viewed documents dating back to as far as 1890 under which the families here were given a license to produce salt by the British. The salt ponds were not to be sold or rented out under the terms of the licence. Today, these documents are an joke as those who had the licence are on their way out while new owners have taken a lion’s share of the land. 


Nisa showed several plots with newly constructed boundary walls. She said all these boundary walls are usually constructed in in the dead of the night. One eyewitness, not from the Noonari family, told this reporter that he usually arrived home late at night and would sometimes see several workers building walls under the supervision of police vans. 

“This was a football ground,” he pointed out towards a walled area which has become a depot for shipping containers. When the people of the area protest the activity, they are harassed by the local police. 


Abdul alias Mazar, 70, said all Noonari families depended on salt collection and manufacture. This is their major source of livelihood but with the passage of time, their population has increased but source of income has declined. This has made them look for alternatives. 


Mazar recalled that the salt makers paid taxes till the late 80’s after which this tax was abolished. It gave them some relief but the trade is now under threat from encroachers. Now only six small salt factories still exist in the area. 

Since only salt making can no longer support the Noonari community, the families have also procured cattle . Women collect fodder from the nearby mangroves to feed. They have paths from these occupied plots to reach the mangrove forests near Sandspit beach. This passage is also being blocked now. 


For several years they lived at the shoreline next to their salt ponds but danger from high tides, they moved on the other side of the Maripur road. This have the land mafia the chance to take control. “Whoever sees an empty plot comes to grab it,” lamented one old resident. 


One influential person has hired guards from a private security agency to keep the Noonaris away from their land. “We have been placed here by our company, I don’t know much about the owner,” said one guard. 


The salt makers of Mauripur recall how their work was once sought after. Salt from their ponds was used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki to help defuse the negative radiation there. They narrated when high tides were about to dissolve their collected salt during the British raj, their forefathers constructed a ‘bund’ and saved the consignment. 


That bund pitched with stones still exists. As things stand, there is a fear amongst those in the Noonaris that in a couple of years their fate will be sealed and they would have to move out of the area. Proud of their past and fearful of the future, the community suffers in silence.

(By Shahid Shah, The News-13, 12/07/2007)
Encroachment at Gulbai causing traffic jams, putting lives in jeopardy

An encroachment on a bus stop at Gulbai Chowk located on Mauripur Road has been causing severe traffic jams for a long time, while the random movement of heavy vehicles towards an illegal weigh bridge has endangered the lives of pedestrians there. Locals complain that this troublesome weigh bridge is run illegally by a “land mafia”. 

“An agent of this ‘land mafia’, Malik Sultan, who introduces himself as Major Sultan has illegally occupied a bus stop (public property) at Gulbai Chowk and built a commercial weigh bridge that facilitates heavy vehicles round the clock,” alleged Gulrez Akhtar, a complainant. He adds, “Reliable sources told me that this fake major is actually a retired technician of the Air Force who threatens concerned departments that he will ask ‘Mr General’ to suspend them.”


Akhtar further said that all heavy vehicles of Mauripur Truck Stand and Karachi Port Trust pass from this commercial weigh bridge. After they are weighed and are given receipts, these trucks are dispatched to other parts of the country. “All this commercial activity which is supposed to take place at Mauripur truck stand is being carried out at Gulbai Chowk,” he explained. Due to this illegal practice, the aforementioned Major and his partners are earning millions every month, said Akhtar.


A visit to the Gulbai Chowk revealed that there is no traffic management there and vehicles come to this weigh bridge from all directions. Hence, this particular point suffers from massive traffic jams almost every day. Moreover, people waiting for buses often meet with fatal accidents due to the movement of trucks and trailers coming from the wrong side.


There is a railway crossing (LX-24) at Gulbai Chowk Mauripur Road which is used by goods trains twice or thrice a day. Unfortunately, the crossing barriers have also been removed by the same mafia. Consequently, collisions of trains and trucks are a frequent sight.

“For his use alone, the fake Major has two bungalows spread over 250 square yards near Bilawal House. He also has four big vehicles in his name, including a Surf Toyota that he purchased recently for four million rupees.”


The Mauripur road frequently features in the metropolitan pages of leading newspapers because of the massive traffic jams witnessed on this road. It has even been termed ‘killer road’ by a local newspaper as it has topped the list of dangerous roads that are notorious for frequent accidents. Despite significant media coverage, these issues remain unaddressed.


Talking to The News, the complainants said that it is very important to re-establish the bus stop that existed here previously and to take immediate action against those responsible. Furthermore, measures must be taken with regard to the traffic signal and railway crossing in order to ensure safety of the lives and property of the people. They added that this issue must be resolved as the Air Force is being defamed as a result of it.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 16/07/2007)
CDGK criticised for ignoring encroached storm-water drains


KARACHI, July 22: Structures built over storm-water drains cause major problems during heavy rains, but the city government does not seem interested in reclaiming them.

Some parts of the Sindh Secretariat, Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, Shaheen Complex, Urdu Bazaar, Taj Complex, Light House, Glass Towers next to Habib Bank and numerous other structures have long existed illegally over rainwater drains, but the city authorities have taken no action against these.


Perveen Rehman, Chairperson of the Orangi Pilot Project and an expert on sewerage and drainage issues, while talking to PPI said that using storm-water drains for parking lots and other constructions was illegal and can create serious problems during heavy rains. She regretted that such encroachments over nullahs had been ignored for so long.

“The Karachi Port Trust and Defence Housing Authority have both reduced the size of the outfall of the Soldier Bazaar and City Railway nullahs by encroaching upon them at Boating Basin, which results in the accumulation of water during heavy rains.”


She said that cleaning and de-silting of nullahs and storm-water drains was good but not useful in the long term.

She added that the point where the Manzoor Colony nullah (via Qayyumabad) met the Malir River was also shrinking due to construction of the ‘Creek City’ project, which would inevitably affect the sewerage system of the surrounding areas.

The Lyari River, which drains more than 50 per cent of the city’s water, was reduced to a width of only 150 to 200 feet, against its earlier width of 1,000 feet due to the construction of the Lyari Expressway.

“Its depth cannot be increased as it would go below sea level,” she mentioned.

(Dawn-14, 23/07/2007)

Demolition criticised


KARACHI, July 30: The Pukhtun Action Committee (Loya Jirga) has condemned the demolition of Pukhtun settlements in Karachi, saying that this will create bitterness among the people and will ultimately lead to riots.


PAC Chairman Shahi Syed asked the Sindh government to fulfil its pledge and stop the ‘illegal’ demolition operations. Expressing concern over the discriminatory policy of the city government, he warned the government to mend its ways, adding that otherwise it would be held responsible for the consequences.

Earlier, a delegation from Baldia Town called on him and complained that their houses were being razed without any notice on the directive of the Baldia Town Nazim.

(Dawn-18, 31/07/2007)

AUGUST

Encroachments removed


KARACHI, July 31: The Liaquatabad Town Administration on Tuesday removed illegal structures from Baloch Hotel (Gharibabad) to Liaquatabad No 10 and Nazimabad Petrol Pump to Nadria Hotel.


The authorities impounded the carts and others articles of the encroachers. Encroachers on Nawab Siddique Ali Khan Road, Hakeem Ibn-i-Sina Road, S.M. Taufiq Road, Sir Shah Suleman Road and Syed Altaf Hussain Barelvi Road were warned to remove their encroachments voluntarily.

Meanwhile, Jamshed Town Nazim Jawaid Ahmed on Tuesday visited different areas of the town and inspected ongoing development projects.

(Dawn-18, 01/08/2007)

Evictions worst form of HR violations: HRCP

KARACHI: The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has criticized the mass evictions taking place in Karachi under development plans executed without citizen consultation. 

“Evictions are a serious human rights violation. The CDGK evictions are carried out in a thoughtless manner and disregard the international commitments that Pakistan has made,” said a statement issued Friday by the HRCP. The HRCP condemned the eviction of residents of Garhi Faqir Goth, Mehran Town and Korangi Industrial Area and mentioned the demolition of 5,000 houses which has left 30,000 to 35,000 people homeless since July 26. 


The HRCP expressed concern over violence inflicted on women and children during the evictions and condemned the arrest of over 12 men. “Those arrested in this incident should be released,” they demanded.

The HRCP also demanded immediate compensation for the homeless, as well as reparations for all the damages they have suffered. 

(Daily Times-B1, 04/08/2007)

Victims of development


IN condemning the mass evictions of residents in Karachi’s Gahi Faqir Goth, Mehran Town and Korangi, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan has pointed out that the city government has undertaken the exercise in a “thoughtless manner and in disregard of … international commitments”. Between 30,000 to 35,000 people have been rendered homeless following the razing of about 5,000 homes. It is unfortunate that the authorities do not realise that in demolishing these homes, they are not just destroying dwellings, they are uprooting entire communities and seriously disrupting their way of life. Livelihoods are affected and the children are forced to quit school as they go to live in other neighbourhoods. Moreover, the government does not provide the dislocated people with compensation or temporary shelter. Very often, it razes homes to make way for development projects without giving any prior notice to the people, proving itself to be indifferent to human misery.


Since the government is not inclined to restraint or to figuring out how to minimise the suffering unleashed on a community facing eviction, it is civil society and motivated organisations that should come forward and help. There is a need to identify settlements in the path of development projects and to familiarise the communities there with the legal aspects of eviction, and to make them aware that they face a very real threat as many do not take prior notice of demolition by the authorities seriously. Besides, pressure must be increased on the government to assess all development projects thoroughly before embarking on them to ensure that the human cost is kept to a minimum. The immediate need is for alternative housing, and this issue should be taken up seriously so that the government is persuaded to compensate the uprooted people.

(Dawn-7, 05/08/2007)

Rally planned against demolition of villages


KARACHI, Aug 5: The Sindh Bachayo Action Committee has planned a rally for Aug 17 in protest against demolition of villages in the city and recruitment on political grounds.


Raising other issues like failure of rulers in providing relief activities in flood-hit areas and downsizing in various departments, the rally will start from Rally Chowk and terminate at the Karachi Press Club.


The decision was taken at a meeting, presided over by SBA Committee Chairman Dr Qadir Magsi, held at Quba Auditorium on Sunday. The Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal MNA Asadullah Bhutto, Jamiat-i-Ulema Islam Senator Khalid Mehmood Soomro, Sindh Awami National Party President Shahi Syed, National Party President Dr Abdul Hai Baloch, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s Sindh chapter president Zubair Khan, Sindh Pashtunkhwah Milli Awami Party President Hakim Ali Khan Mandokhel, Sindh Taraqi Passand Party leader Ali Hassan Chandio, Jamaat-i-Islami leader Birjees Ahmed and Maulana Obaidullah Bhutto.


The committee planned visit to the villages on Aug 9. The PTI will hold a public meeting on Aug 26 at Lasbella Chowk where Imran Khan will speak.

(Dawn-15, 06/08/2007)

City govt bulldozes lives in pursuit of ‘development’

KARACHI, Aug 8: A Pakistani flag limply flutters in the oppressive noontime breeze, precariously placed atop the ugly rubble of destroyed houses. The residents mill about, picking up the pieces and trying to rebuild their lives after the Karachi city government, in an apparent anti-encroachment drive, razed the majority of structures in Korangi Town’s Gahi Fakir Goth on July 25 and 26, 2007.


Residents of the goth say 1,500 to 2,500 people were uprooted by the city government’s action, while according to a Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) statement, published in this newspaper on Aug 3, 5,000 houses were demolished while 30,000-35,000 people were left homeless.


Officials of the Korangi Town and the city government have defended the action and claim sufficient notice was given to the residents to shift elsewhere, as the area needed to be cleared for the construction of a road. But the residents themselves and human rights groups have contested the official claims and say no notice was issued.


“They warned us an hour before. Then 10 to 15 police mobiles pulled up, as well as youths belonging to a political party, some of whom were armed. They started thrashing the men and misbehaved with the women and children. This was around 11am, when most of the men were at work. They took whatever they could grab and loaded it up in their trucks. We understand that demolitions have to take place, but at least we could have been warned,” says the prayer leader of one of the goth’s three mosques, which survived the demolition drive.


“I pleaded with the authorities to give us a little time and not to destroy the mosque,” he adds.


Yusuf Khattak, coordinator of the Child and Labour Rights Organisation, says the goth was established in 1981. He adds that a survey needs to be done to assess the exact extent of the damage. Some residents say its origins go back to 1973; officials in the city government’s land enforcement department, on the other hand, say these claims are incorrect.

‘Goth was here before the factories’

Gahi Fakir Goth lies in the shadow of the National Refinery and is surrounded by factories. Most of its inhabitants are Bengali- and Sindhi-speakers and work as labourers in the nearby factories. According to Naban Brohi, President of the action committee formed by the residents after the city government’s action, the goth predates the factories and was moved to its current location, underneath high-tension wires, after the factories were established.


He also claims that the goth runs parallel to the road from the Chamra Roundabout to the Godown Roundabout, while other residents showed this writer a graveyard located by the Jam Sadik Bridge, where they claimed members of their family were buried and which dated back some 40 years.


Residents claim the removal operation was supervised by the Korangi town nazim, TPO and the president of the industrial estate where the goth lies, whereas the town nazim denies he was present.


“This was a city government operation. The residents were verbally warned two or three days before the operation. They were not issued any notices as they could have used this in court to obtain a stay order against the demolition. It is clearly an illegal occupation. Some of the people (residents) actually attacked the police vehicles during the operation and injured an ASI,” Korangi Town Nazim Arif Khan told Dawn, adding that some of the residents were armed.


Iqbal Qureshi, the DO Estate Management, however, told this reporter that removal notices had been issued to the residents.


“This operation comes under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme. This particular project has been going on for the past six months. The industrialists of the area had complained that they were facing problems with the movement of trailers. Hence the road needed to be widened. The encroachers had been issued notices, while they were warned verbally as well.”


One of the goth residents claimed that the factory owners had colluded with the land mafia to gobble up the land and get rid of the poor inhabitants, some of whom had spent their entire life’s earnings on building their simple dwellings, now reduced to rubble.

The right to shelter

“The right to shelter is a fundamental right under the constitution of Pakistan. These evictions have been taking place from time to time but the pace has picked up due to the development projects,” Zohra Yusuf, the HRCP’s Vice-Chairperson (Sindh), told Dawn over the telephone.


“Our main objection is to the lack of consultation, as residents are not informed about these (demolition drives) beforehand. If, because of certain projects, the need arises (for these drives), representatives of the community and citizens’ groups should be consulted,” she added.


The question arises that if, as the residents claim, the goth has been around since the seventies or eighties, why did it take so long for the government to take action, after generations of settlers had established themselves there?


“We just want the government to provide us some alternative land for shelter. So many lives have been destroyed here. We cannot even begin to count the losses,” the prayer leader observed.

(By Qasim A. Moini, Dawn-17, 09/08/2007)

Major Saddar-to-sea nullah cleared


KARACHI: One of the city’s pre-Partition nullahs that helps drain rainwater to the sea was cleared of encroachments Friday in a massive operation by the city district government. 

A 20-foot wide road emerged after the demolition of houses, shops and godowns on the Paper Market nullah that was cleared with bulldozers by the Saddar Town administration. The operation will continue day and night for the next two days from Paper Market to New Challi because the flooding caused this monsoon by blocked nullahs paralysed the city. 


According to CDGK Land Enforcement District Officer Abdul Malik the Paper Market nullah begins from Jamshed Town, passes through Saddar and ends at Sultanabad in the sea. The cleaning process of this nullah becomes difficult since it passes through old areas of the city. A large part of the drain is occupied by various buildings and this illegal occupation left no room for heavy machinery to move in the area.


Consequently, drainage became a problem during the monsoon season as the water did not continuously flow into the sea and accumulated instead on the roads.


This is part of a larger operation ordered by the city nazim and the work will move on towards the Pitcher and Soldier Bazaar drains. 


On Friday, the parking area around Habib Bank Plaza was demolished along with the encroachments around City Station on I. I. Chundrigar Road. The next phase includes the area behind Jubilee Cinema and the vicinity of the Garden Police Headquarters among others. CDGK Municipal Services EDO Masood Alam said that there were several illegal constructions all over the city. “Kamal has ordered the demolition of intrusions on seven big nullahs and 20 smaller nullahs and the CDGK and various town administrations have collaborated to remove them.”


Alam said that the operation on the Paper Market nullah will continue till Sunday. More than 300 intrusions will be demolished and 100 residential areas along with a mosque are included in this figure. MQM MPA Syed Shakir Ali clarified that the people displaced by this operation would be sheltered. More than 100 residents of the Paper Market nullah have been provided with free residential plots in Taisar Town.

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/08/2007)

Gujjar Nullah to be cleared this week

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has decided to immediately work on channeling the Gujjar Nullah and building service roads on either side of it this week.


The decision was taken at a meeting chaired by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal. It was attended by DCO Karachi Javed Hanif, MD KWSB Ghulam Arif, Chief Controller KBCA Rauf Akhtar Farooqui, EDO F and P Naila Wajid, EDO Revenue Saleh Farooqui, EDO W and S Nisar Sario, EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam, engineers and TMOs from Orangi, North Karachi, Liaquatabad, Gulshan-e-Iqbal.


Gujjar Nullah is originally 13.5 kms long and 14 to 37 feet wide at different points. It starts from Shahrah-e-Waliullah, North Karachi/ Buffer Zone and falls into the Lyari River before passing through F.B. Area, North Nazimabad and Liaquatabad. But encroachments on either side have shrunk the nullah to five feet and even less at some points. The municipal authorities could not desilt it for the last 40 years because there just wasn’t enough space for the heavy machinery to enter the nullah. Today the surface of the nullah has reached ground level and thus it overflows in the monsoons, flooding the surrounding areas. 


It has now become necessary for the City Government to save Karachi from any possible disaster by taking big and difficult decisions in the interest of citizens, the nazim said. 


All of the storm water drains in Karachi have to be restored to their original layout plan with the channelisation of every nullah and construction of service roads on either side to remove any blockage in the flow of water.


He said the time has come to rehabilitate Gujjar Nullah according to its original layout plan otherwise with time more and more problems will keep cropping up. The nazim directed all TMOs and officers of the Revenue Department to realistically survey the area surrounding Gujjar Nullah and ensure the least possible disturbance to people living in the area.

(DailyTimes-B1, 19/08/2007)

Displacements and compensation

President Ayub Khan’s `Decade of Development’ stands out for its economic performance but it failed in addressing the issue of equitable distribution of resources, especially among the marginalised sections of population and in protecting the resources. Similar policies prevailed in the succeeding decades.


Now, in the name of development, people are evicted from their lands and various housing schemes have been launched on fertile agricultural lands. One should ask, what kind of development we require and at what cost?

In an anti-encroachment drive, about 30,000-35,000 people were rendered homeless as a result of demolition of nearly 5,000 homes in Korangi Town’s Gahi Faqir Goth.. The area had to be cleared for constructing a road.


Officials of the concerned town committee and the city government claimed that a notice was served on the residents and sufficient time was given to them for shifting elsewhere. However the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan said that the city government undertook the exercise in a “thoughtless manner”.


Such displacements create impoverishment and push people into a situation of transitory or permanent food insecurity because of loss of physical and non-physical assets. Not only this, when entire communities are uprooted, it disrupts seriously their way of life. Livelihoods are also affected and children are forced to quit schools. As a matter of fact, economically and politically weaker sections of society should not be made to suffer in the name of development. The first priority of the government should be to find out alternatives to displacements. If displacement is unavoidable, action should be taken in a manner that would ensure that the displaced persons would be benefited from the project.


A fair compensation should be the first demand although compensation alone is not sufficient to rehabilitate the displaced. In the past, there are examples which clearly show that government failed in providing the benefit of development project to displaced persons.


Although as per the Constitution, housing and urban planning is a provincial subject, in the case of Islamabad, the federal government was directly involved. The Capital Development Ordinance provided specific powers to CDA for land acquisition and payments of compensation. Apart from cash compensation paid according to the regulations, the affected were also given additional compensation in the form of land on concessional rate.


However, there are number of cases pending before courts regarding meagre compensations. There are also cases wherein disputes between the CDA and the affected persons led to the use of force by police for evictions. The eviction from the village, Sri Saral (D-12 area) is a case in point. Compensation were announced in 1968 and in 1969 but most people have not received any compensation as yet.


During the second tenure of Nawaz Sharif, construction work on the Lahore–Islamabad motorway was carried out in a hasty manner. Thousands of families living on the periphery of the newly constructed motorway faced extreme difficulties including division of their lands, stoppage of water supply, and blockage of the approach ways to cattle grazing grounds and graveyards. The project, in fact, disturbed the entire cultural habitat and the livelihood patterns in the area.


Taisar Town Scheme is one of the best examples of compensation by resettlement and rehabilitation of Lyari Expressway project. At that time, the city district government of Karachi, prior to eviction, announced that displaced families will be resettled or compensated according to the law.


Conversely, in present case, the city district government failed to provide any compensation or shelter by refusing their rights on the land. The question is, if, as the residents claim, the `goth’ has been around since the 70’s and 80’s, why did it take so long for the government to take action?


Various housing schemes are announced. The real estate barons come up with attractive, pollution free, green and fortified exclusive housing colonies while eliminating the lower class neighborhoods.

In the case of Punjab Employees Housing Foundation, that acquired rich fertile private lands of Bahawalpur, Multan, Faisalabad, and Gujranwala for building houses for retired/serving employees under the name of `development for public purposes” Here the notion of `public purposes’ seems to be quite debatable.


Let us look at some of the big urban centres of Punjab: Multan, Bahawalpur and Rahim Yar Khan are cotton territory. All the three cities have grown in size; many fields have given in to construction business. In Multan, even trees in some mango orchards have been felled to create space for residential areas. Lahore and Faisalabad grow wheat.

These cities have expanded manifold over the years. Indeed in some areas, the traditional rural urban distinction has been obliterated by one huge urban complex comprising houses where previously vegetable crops were grown.


The notion of development is, “constant improvement in the well-being of the entire population.” The government needs to assess all development projects to ensure that the human cost is kept to a minimum.

The immediate need is for alternate housing to compensate the uprooted people. An effort should be made to develop housing in areas that are not the most productive agriculture land. Fertile land should be protected from housing and industries at all costs.

(By Nusrat Khurshedi, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 20/08/2007)

Enough talk – remove encroachments, unauthorised parking, orders SC

The Supreme Court (SC), on Tuesday, ordered the immediate removal of all illegal encroachments and unauthorised parking from the city.

“The government should ensure provision of fundamental rights to citizens as enshrined in the Constitution,” the court observed while hearing suo moto notice over the worsening traffic situation in Karachi.

The court observed that traffic jams were occurring in various city areas, including cantonment areas, due to the unauthorised and disorderly parking of vehicles and illegal encroachments by the land mafia.

The SC’s two-member bench comprising Justice Rana Bhagwandas and Justice Mohammad Nawaz Abbasi directed the chief secretary Sindh to convene weekly meetings of all stakeholders to monitor progress of traffic situation and submit a report before the court. The chief secretary was directed to convene first meeting in this connection on August 25.


The court also directed the authorities concerned to not allow illegal parking on roadsides whereby the smooth flow of traffic was obstructed, locked or narrowed. 

“These short-term measures should be taken at once without abusing the process of law, strictly in the larger interest with a view to provide a smooth and comfortable lifestyle to public at large,” the court ordered.


The court took serious notice of the continued plying of trailers and heavy vehicles on the roads in the daytime despite the court’s clear directions and the issuance of a notification by the CDGK in this regard.

“Why has the movement of heavy vehicles not been restricted by the traffic police?” the court observed, pointing at the traffic police’s inefficiency in enforcing the court’s direction.


Secretary Transport Sindh Rasool Bux Phulpoto, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, DCO CDGK Javed Hanif and DIG Traffic Karachi Wajid Ali Khan Durrani appeared before the court in compliance of the notices.


General Secretary Shehri Roland deSouza and Amber Ali Bhai submitted three suggestions to control the traffic hazards in Karachi, saying: “There is a need for a mass transport system, creating awareness among people for the enforcement of traffic rules, and removal of encroachments and illegal parking”. 


They suggested the forming of a committee to examine the technicalities and formulate recommendations to resolve the matter. The court asked them to submit the same in the office of the court and adjourned the hearing till August 27.


DIG Traffic Wajid Durrani sought clarification in regards to the movement of heavy vehicles involved in supplying consumable goods and water vis-‡-vis the implementation of the SC’s interim order for banning the entry of heavy vehicles into the city during the daytime. 

He also sought relaxation for the movement of heavy traffic through the Mauripur area to access the Northern Bypass coming from Karachi port and moving upcountry.


The SC directed him to regulate the movement of such vehicles during the night hours and, if needed, allow their movement in the daytime - but added that there should be no hindrance and inconvenience to the public and private transport or pedestrians. 


The court observed that it did not want to politicise the matter but asked who would be responsible if people could not reach schools, hospitals, offices, etc.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-13, 22/08/2007)
Illegal bus termini demolished

Three illegal inter-city bus terminals constructed on major roads were demolished on Tuesday on the orders of the Deputy-Inspector-General of Police, Traffic, Wajid Ali Khan.


During a survey the DIG found two inter-city bus termini with the names Shan Coach and Baloch Transport constructed on the busy Nishtar Road, near Teen Hatti. The DIG stopped on the spot and asked for production of the allotment letter and found that the bus terminals were illegal. 

He ordered removal of the vehicles and demolition of the bus terminals. While on way to Rashid Minhas Road he found another inter-city bus Terminus with the name, Chaudhry Brothers, near Sagheer Centre which was also found to be illegal and the DIG ordered removal of vehicles and demolition of the illegal bus terminal.


It was reported that about 15 locations were pointed out where stagnant water had accumulated and was creating traffic hazard. The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) cleared 11 points. However, stagnant water was also lying near Bambino Cine creating traffic hazard. 

It was also noticed that about 51 roads were damaged due to rains, creating traffic hazards and it was reported that about 22 roads were patched-up and made motorable.

(The News-13, 22/08/2007)
Small businesses encroaching on footpaths

The infrastructure of our city leaves a lot to be desired, but the situation regarding footpath encroachment leaves the pedestrians deeply distressed as major arteries of our transportation network like the Burns road, Bin Qasim Road and the Sindh Secretariat find themselves short of sidewalks.


The growth of small businesses along footpaths in these areas has eaten away a considerable portion of the walking areas. On Burns Road, the footpath cannot even be seen as it has been annexed to different caterers on both sides of the road with the patronage of civic officials. The gradual annexation of this area is acutely disturbing as it is hard to trace where it began. However, a random search shows that the more recent leasing was carried out by a nearby flat owner. 


Most of the buildings located on Burns Road were on a goodwill basis. The flat was owned by the landlord of the building and has been leased out on a minimum of Rs500 per month, with the pagri ranges from Rs300,000-700,000. This depends on the area of the flat and its maintenance. 

Now the trend of giving apartments on pagri basis has been changed as in this system, the landlord only gets between Rs500-700 per month. However, leasing for commercial purposes such as schools, beauty parlours and printing presses bring in 100 per cent profit. 

Ironically, this building is near the Sindh Secretariat. The area presents the image of a dairy farm coupled with a village mela with the sidewalks on both sides of the main road occupied by cows, milk drums, ice cube trucks and other make-shift vendors. If some frazzled passerby dares to complain, the people working at the dairy farm respond that they have every right to be here as the footpath was leased out to the owner. In response to a query about who rented out this public property, the farmers point to the house next door, without mentioning the amount given to him. 


However, sources disclose that only Rs1000 was paid by the dairy farmer to obtain public property. When the Town Nazim was approached regarding the situation, he said that roadside encroachment is an age-old issue of the city and it is difficult for him solve this problem.


The area people maintain that most accidents occurring on this road involve pedestrians, and both the Karachi Municipal Corporation (KMC) and the city government has never ventured to remove the encroachments. Concerned citizens fear that more footpaths will meet the same fate if the trend of leasing out footpaths to eateries and caterers continues unchecked. Moreover, almost all roadside cabins and small restaurants who have occupied footpaths pay bribes to the CDGK officials, sources added.


As far as the Mohammed Bin Qasim Road is concerned, pedestrians are once again helpless as they have nowhere to walk due to shopping centres which have encroached on the sidewalks. Added to this are printing presses located in residences along the road which create havoc on the pavements. 


Whether it is the main roads or minor streets, pedestrian rights in the city are usurped as encroachments and narrow, inaccessible footpaths make it difficult for them to survive on the streets of Karachi.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-19, 23/08/2007)
Three illegal intercity bus terminals removed

In the wake of the Supreme Court’s hearing of traffic snarl-ups on city roads, three illegal intercity bus terminals were demolished on August 21 on the order of Deputy Inspector General of Police, Traffic, Wajid Ali Durrani . There are at least 11 more such terminals at different locations that have occupied a large portion of land, along with main roads, causing traffic snarl-ups. 


Two of the three demolished illegal intercity bus terminals were on Nishtar Road, near Teen Hatti while was one near Sagheer Centre on Rashid Minhas Road. Sources in the traffic police told The News that the traffic police have identified eleven other illegal intercity bus termini in the city but they are yet to be removed. 


These two terminals have caused a great nuisance in the area, apart from crating problems for smooth flow of traffic on MA Jinnah Road. Similarly, buses are operating from two other illegal bus termini, one on Mansfield Street, in Saddar and the other on Business Recorder Road near Patel Para. A number of intercity buses are also parked along Dr Dawood Pota Road near Cantt Railway Station causing traffic congestion on the road. 


A bus terminal is also situated near Sohrab Goth and one near Burak petrol pump at Al Asif Square. 


Likewise, other illegal bus termini are found in other city parts including one near Dawood Mill in Landhi Industrial Area; one opposite Hamid Badali College, one near Walika Mills on Manghopir Road and one bus terminal near Banaras Chowk on Shahea Orangi. 


The source said that a high level meeting vis-a-vis demolition and removal of illegal intercity bus terminals was held lately but not action has been taken so far to remove the existing illegal bus terminals.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-14, 25/08/2007)
Encroachments continue to cause traffic jams

Although the footpaths outside car showrooms on Khalid bin Walid Road (UC 7) were bulldozed by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) on Monday morning, vehicles were seen parked again on Tuesday. Action was taken after the passage of orders by the Supreme Court to rid the city’s major roads of encroachment, but several roads in Jamshed Town continue to frustrate motorists where traffic jams have become a common sight. 


Some 29 vehicles were also picked up from New M.A. Jinnah Road last week but the traffic situation on major roads like Tariq Road, Shahrah-e-Quaideen, Shaheed-e-Millat Road (UC 6 and UC 7) leading to one of the main arteries of the city, Shahrae Faisal, remains congested during peak hours of the day.


Some of the major roads in the town include Shahrae Faisal, New M.A. Jinnah Road, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Shahra-e-Quaideen, Tariq Road, Khalid bin Walid Road and Jahangir Road, which suffer the most traffic jams. Regulating traffic on these roads is not the responsibility of the town official but that of the CDGK. However, the removal of encroachments is the duty of town officials which has not been observed despite repeated claims in press statements. 


When asked about the reason behind frequent jams, officials said that apart from encroachments one of the reasons a smooth flow of traffic is not observed is because traffic signals on some of these major roads are switched off, as constables prefer regulating the traffic manually.


While traffic constables say that frequent power outages is the reason behind the non-functioning of the traffic signals, residents of Tariq road revealed that the traffic constables deliberately switch off signals as shop owners and beggars on the main intersections of the road bribe them (constables) to keep their business running — prolonged jams forces motorists to shop in order to kill time. 

Similarly, traffic signals at the Akhtar colony (UC 1) intersection where heavy traffic from the Korangi industrial area flows, are also not operational, thus leading to further gridlocks. “It is also the route of most public buses and the absence of traffic constables leads to a chaotic situation,” explained Farhan Khan, PRO Jamshed Town. 

He said that the heavy trailers and public buses also violate traffic rules by overtaking, speeding and swearing that causes further frustration. He also described that the traffic flow from the Teen Hatti intersection which connects Liaquatabad, Banori Town Masjid and Lasbela also flows to M.A. Jinnah Road via Jahangir Road (falls in UC 10 of the town) and causes traffic jams. Major jams are especially observed near Imambargah Ali Raza on Jahangir Road.


The overflowing of sewerage water on Kashmir Road and broken roads near Lines Area leading to Saddar (also an important route of public buses) is also the major cause of traffic congestion.


Motorists also complained that in a city like Karachi, the CDGK should complete the development work in phases instead of digging up all the important roads that lead to the industrial centre in Korangi and Pakistan’s Wall Street, I.I. Chundrigar Road. They stressed that an absence of diversion plan also leads to a chaotic situation.


Despite several attempts to reach the TPO of Jamshed Town, Arif Hanif, to comment on the traffic situation, he could not be contacted.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-14, 29/08/2007)
SHC allows villagers to stay until PQA keeps deal


KARACHI: People from 27 villages have been allowed by the Sindh High Court to live in their homes till a written agreement with the Port Qasim Authority (PQA) is fully implemented.


A division bench of the SHC comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Ali Sain Dino Metlo was disposed off a constitutional petition filed by the villagers, including those of Ali Khan Goth and Baloch Goth. The petition was filed by Khuda Bux Dino and hundreds of villagers who maintained that in 1999 they entered into an agreement with the PQA.


According to the agreement after industrial units were set up in the area, the villagers would be given jobs and residential plots in exchange for the land. But as the agreement was not implemented and the villagers were not given jobs or compensation, they decided to move the court.

The court that had previously ordered the maintenance of the status quo, on Wednesday disposed off the petition, allowing the petitioners to re-occupy their old abodes till the PQA fulfilled its pledges with them.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/08/2007)

SEPTEMBER

Encroachments to be removed at all costs

Sindh Revenue Minister Dr. Irfan Gul Magsi has vowed that all encroachments on the land allotted for Taisar and Mehran towns and Malir Development Authority (MDA) would be removed at all costs.

He made the pledge at a meeting held under his chairmanship to review anti-encroachment measures.

The meeting, attended by DG MDA Amirzada Kohati and senior officers of Revenue Department, took important decisions to retrieve government land from the land mafia and to remove encroachments from the MDA’s land.


On the occasion, DG MDA apprised the minister of the problems of MDA as well as anti-encroachment measures taken so far.


Magsi assured that priority would be given to solve the problems of the MDA with regard to its land. He pointed out that the government land belongs to nation and it would be fully protected.

He called for dislodging the land mafia immediately and its elimination from its roots.


The minister said that on the directive of Governor Dr Ishrat-ul-Ebad, action was being taken against the land mafia without any discrimination. He paid tributes to the governor, saying: “The way he helped us in this difficult task notwithstanding the odds, is a source of great encouragement”. He sought public cooperation for protecting the government land.


Magsi said he has directed all the officials of the revenue department to dislodge the elements who were occupying government land in the jurisdiction of the MDA and LDA, adding that all bottlenecks lying in the way of the projects of the two authorities should be removed.

(The News-13, 10/09/2007)

People, encroachers also block ambulance movement

KARACHI: While traffic jams have been plaguing the city, people who deal with patients and ambulances have complained that people in general, the citizens of Karachi, are part of the problem. There are encroachments around the entrances to hospitals such as Civil Hospital and drivers don’t always give way even if an ambulance’s siren is screaming behind them. 

Ambulances transport about 500 to 700 patients every day. “Citizens don’t pay any attention to the ambulances in this city. And the police also helps people create difficulties for us,” Edhi ambulance driver Muhammad Aslam complained.

To reduce the loads on these hospitals, chief volunteer of the Edhi Foundation Faisal Edhi has suggested the government establish fully equipped trauma centres and emergency wards on the Super Highway, National Highway and the RCD Highway.


Faisal told Daily Times that it takes Edhi ambulances 1.5 hours to get to Civil hospital from Liaqutabad - it used to take about 30 minutes. The delay in opening I. I. Chundrigar Road, the three lanes of parking on Bundar Road and the massive traffic jams in Saddar, Lyari and Keamari are creating a lot of problems for Edhi ambulances.

He disclosed that recently the government has planned to establish a major hospital near Ojha Hospital on University Road. “If the government is serious about it then that would be really good and would reduce the load on the major public sector hospitals,” he said. 


Karachi is a cosmopolitan city and the few major public sector hospitals are not enough for the citizens, he said. “The city needs more than 120 trauma centres in different places so volunteers can get patients there immediately,” he said.


Civil Hospital Karachi is the second largest public sector hospital of the province after JPMC with 1,780 beds. “Most of the patients who come to the casualty department are in critical condition because they’re late,” a doctor at the causality ward of Civil hospital told Daily Times. He said that in 24 hours, 500 to 700 patients involved in road accidents, firing incidents and others are brought in but most of them are in critical condition.


Furthermore, when ambulances turn in to Civil hospital’s casualty, they face even more difficulty because the road is full of illegal encroachments in the form of pushcarts, taxis and rickshaws. 

“I left my Tower office to go to Civil hospital for a meeting with doctors at 1:00 p.m. and I got there at 2:15 p.m. You can imagine just what kind of condition the road is in to be able to increase a 10 minute trip to over an hour,” Anwar Kazmi, personal secretary to Abdul Sattar Edhi, told Daily Times. 


“As soon as you go inside Civil hospital you’ll find hundreds of motorcycles parked at the main entrance of the casualty department. These bikes belong mostly to hospital staff,” Kazmi said. 


There are two main entrances to the casualty department of CHK, one from Bundar Road and the other from Chand Bibi Road. The Bundar Road entrance has encroachments and on Chand Bibi Road, the CHK administration has closed the main gate. So no matter which side is used ambulances face difficulties.

“On the day of the Hub blast, I really got upset because there were more than fifty ambulances and the illegal encroachers were not allowing anyone to move,” recalled Muhammad Aslam, an Edhi driver at the Edhi centre outside CHK. He said that after the blast the hospital administration had removed all these encroachers but now they’re back.


When Daily Times tried to get an official statement from the Civil hospital administration, Dr Hamid, the additional medical superintendent, said, “The medical superintendent is on vacation and I am not authorized to issue any statement. When the MS comes back he will issue an official statement.”

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 15/09/2007)

People in 4 towns panic over house demolition for Gujjar Nullah expansion


KARACHI: Thousands of people residing along the Gujjar Nullah that passes through four towns are worried about the proposed plan of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to displace them in the name of development. 


The initiatives taken by CDGK to mark the houses which will be demolished has created panic among residents as not a single house owner was given prior notice. The city government had started the work to expand the 13-km-long Gujjar Nullah starting from New Karachi Town and ending in Liaquatabad Town after touching Gulberg and North Nazimabad Town on the city nazim’s directives. They have also planned to construct 30-feet-wide roads on both sides of Gujjar Nullah after demolishing several houses there.


The worst affected localities would be Talib Colony, Liaquatabad No. 3 and 4, Khamosh Colony, Hassan Colony, Wahid Colony, Punjab Colony, Mujahid Colony, some portion of F.C. Area, Peoples’ Colony and North Nazimabad Nos. 2 and 4 which are densely populated areas. 


Some of the localities are around 60 years old. People migrated there from different parts of India and set up makeshift huts that later developed into concrete multi-storey houses. Presently all localities have developed and all civic facilities such as water, sewerage, roads, telephone, gas and others have been provided as most of the houses in these areas have lease documents.


During a survey in different localities under the new proposed project of Gujjar Nullah, people showed concern over the CDGK’s attitude of displacing them from their birthplace. “It is very strange that CDGK has marked a large number of areas for demolition just to deepen the existing drain of Gujjar Nullah when this demolition could be easily avoided,” said Mateen, a 65-year-old resident of Talib Colony. He said that CDGK officials had marked his two houses far away from the Gujjar Nullah without any notice. “Officials who were randomly marking houses under police security did not bother to give any reasons to residents,” he said.


Wajahat Ali, another resident, said the sudden move had created panic among residents. He wondered what would happen to those whose only shelter was there. “We have visited the area union council (UC) nazim but he refused to explain any reservations showed by residents on various occasions during the last five days,” he added.


Kamran Rizvi, the owner of a medical store that was also marked said his shop was the only source of income for his six-member family. He also mentioned that although his shop and other business establishments in the main market were more than 100-feet away from the Gujjar Nullah, the entire row of houses would still be demolished.

“UC 3 Nazim Imran Yousuf Zai has no idea of what is going on in his union council which shows that CDGK is keeping people in the dark for its own benefits,” he said.


Another resident said that the entire locality consisted of two-, three- and four-storey houses where people of the salaried class were living. “It is tragic how people constructed these houses after saving each and every penny to provide shelter for their family,” he said. “The government should consider the problem faced by the residents,” he said.


People also showed their reservations about rehabilitating several people that was witnessed during the resettlement of the Lyari Expressway Project.


The Gujjar Nullah was once around 100-feet-wide but it was encroached upon by people residing on both sides over the course of the last three decades. Presently, at some points, the sewerage water overflows during the monsoons.

“The city government will develop Gujjar Nullah as a 60-feet-wide drain and two 30-feet-wide roads on both sides will be constructed to provide alternate link between four major towns,” said Works and Services Department’s Additional District Officer Sajid Usmani on Tuesday.


CDGK allocated Rs 2 billion for this project which and the amount will be increased on demand. The marking was completed in Liaquatabad Town while it will take place within a week in other areas. “We have also started a door-to-door physical survey in Liaquatabad to count the number of houses which will be demolished,” he said. Notices to house owners would be issued after the completion of the survey.


“Earlier the city government had decided to compensate the people who have leased houses but now the people living illegally along the Gujjar Nullah will also be compensated. A plot on the same measurement and cheques of Rs 80,000 to Rs 100,000 will be given to people residing in the leased house while others will only either get a plot or a compensation cheque,” he said. 


Liaquatabad Town Nazim Osama Qadri told Daily Times that work in his township had begun since it was the starting point for the flow to be disposed. “The revenue department officials have started the survey and will submit a report within the next couple of weeks,” he said, while answering the question about the number of houses to be demolished in his town. He added that all those people whose houses will be demolished should be served according to CDGK’s compensation policy. 


Orangi Pilot Project Director Perween Rahman said she was also concerned. She said that there was no need to shift so many people for one project if the government had designed a good plan. “We have arranged meetings with CDGK officials who are working on this project and during the meeting it was revealed that they had not taken any proper technical details in the project design which shows that they are hatching a conspiracy to grab land for their own purposes,” she said.


She mentioned that Gujjar Nullah was one of the major sewerage and rain disposal drains as it was also a part of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s mega project Sewerage 3 (S3). “It is not the fault of the low-income group that there were hurdles in the way of a smooth flow of sewerage and drains by setting up illegal establishments. The upper class had also congested three main disposal points in DHA, Korangi Creek and KPT jurisdiction which is why Clifton, I. I. Chundrigar Road and its adjacent areas were inundated,” she said. Rahman also suggested that CDGK conduct a public hearing on this issue and tell the people that they will be resettled through a proper planning.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 16/09/2007)

Water project in Potohar

Many families to face displacement
ISLAMABAD, Sept 16: Hundreds of families in four districts of Potohar are feared to be displaced or deprived of their livelihoods by the proposed Barani integrated water resource sector project, sources in the Punjab irrigation and power department told Dawn.

The provincial government has made a request to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to fund the project to be implemented in Rawalpindi, Attock, Jhelum and Chakwal districts.


The project envisages the construction of a number of medium-sized dams, water reservoirs and watersheds as well as some drinking water supply schemes.


The would-be managers of the project have devised a midway between the ADB resettlement and rehabilitation rules that are steeped in international best practices and the government of Pakistan’s policy having its foundation in the colonial era’s land acquisition system, which badly affects properties and livelihoods coming in the way of development projects with meagre or no compensation money.


An environmental effect assessment study carried out by the Punjab government shows that hundreds of households in different parts of the four districts would either be displaced or deprived of their livelihoods. They would need resettlement and rehabilitation at a considerable level.


Agriculture and livestock have been the traditional sources of revenue for the people living in Barani areas, and account for 40 per cent of their income in Punjab. With the increasing fragmentation of landholdings and little progress in improving agricultural productivity, a major portion of the population has moved to the off-farm sectors in big cities or abroad for livelihood opportunities.


Remittances sent by these migrants have become the second most important contribution to Barani household earnings and play a key role in supplementing agricultural incomes to sustain the local economy. Although, migration may appear as a suitable and necessary strategy for some of the excess labour force, Barani areas still remain home to many people. Improvement of their income, especially for a large majority of small landholders and tenants, will depend to a large extent on gains from agricultural and livestock productivity and growth in the local non-farm sector.


The project would also require the acquisition of some agricultural land at a number of places where people are likely to be displaced, an official at the irrigation department said.

He said the project would also have many positive impacts as it would provide irrigation water security to the drought-prone area with no or very few secured water sources.


But still rehabilitation of the affected people would emerge as a challenge for the government. He said litigations by the affected people were also expected. Valuation of the land to be acquired would also be an issue, as the owners would not accept the official rate which was not even half of the market price.

There are 15 to 20 sub-projects in the BIWRSP covering an area of 1,000 to 2,000 square kilometers representing about 10 percent of the total Barani area of Potohar.


According to the Punjab government’s environment assessment study, catchment areas in Potohar are mainly rain-fed agricultural lands interspersed with Barren tracts, rangelands and some forests or plantations. Watershed conservation measures are anticipated to have environmental benefits and so watershed development activities are not anticipated to have any significant environmental impacts. Covering a large number of watersheds would put a large area under more sustainable land use and natural resource management.


The study says small dam reservoirs do create different habitats and will affect the microclimate, generally attracting more species and will be positive in terms of landscape value and biodiversity. Loss of assets and resources in the impoundment areas will be local and will be addressed in the individual land acquisition and resettlement procedures for the sub-projects.

(By Sher Baz Khan, Dawn-2, 17/09/2007)

Saga of Lal Pul

The Lal Pul is no more. The forces of development have swallowed it up and are about to present the citizens of Lahore with another dubious urban-planning achievement in its place. In the past two articles, I attempted to put the “development” of Lahore into a wider context and have questioned the efficacy of the roads, underpasses and overpasses laid and constructed by the Sharif and Chaudhry governments. 


The results of the experiment in investing only in hard, gray transport infrastructure at the expense of public transport are plain for all to see. Yet, despite the clear evidence and lessons of the past, this government remains committed to this failed template of unsustainable and haphazard urban development. This is not just poor planning, it is also a violation of the law.


The Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, is one of a host of contingencies Pakistan was required to meet in order to remain eligible for foreign loans. PEPA was enacted to make Pakistan compliant with the Rio Declaration produced at the UN Earth Summit in 1992. The basic purpose of this Act is to bring environmental and sustainable development considerations into play in the decision-making process and to provide citizens with access to information, the right to participation in the process and to access to justice. PEPA does this by authorising the EPA to enforce environmental quality standards and by requiring project developers to carry out environmental impact assessments, sharing the reports of such EIAs with the public and submitting these EIAs to the EPA for further action.


None of this has been done on any of the underpasses and overpasses built by the present government on Lahore’s Canal.


In 2003, when construction of the Mall Road underpass was inaugurated, concerned citizens and environmentalists approached the Environmental Tribunal in Lahore with complaints that the development had been allowed to commence without an EIA of the project, without public participation and without EPA approval. These were not senseless objections to the underpass, but valid concerns about the environmental affects of development policy.


In its Order dated Feb. 20, 2006, in Complaint No. 76/2003 (Sumaira Awan v. Government of Pakistan), the tribunal found that the proponents of the Mall Road underpass had violated the express and mandatory provisions of the law. 


However, since the underpass had been completed in the time it took the tribunal to reach its decision (the slow turning wheels of our courts and tribunals render one of the fundamental principles of access to justice – an efficacious remedy – useless), its powers to remedy the complaints were limited. It did, however, issue warnings to all of the government respondents, including the C&W Department, in their individual personal capacities, and ordered them to ensure that all future transport plans would be carried out based on a 20-year master plan of the city (which itself, the tribunal noted, would have to be subject to an EIA and a public hearing). Needless to say, no such plan has been made, let alone subjected to an environmental assessment.


It was during the proceedings of the tribunal that the underpasses near FC College, Jinnah Hospital, Doctors’ Hospital and Dharampura were started and completed. In none of these did the C&W Department – which oversaw, and claimed credit for, these developments – undertake a single EIA, hold a public hearing or obtain the approval of the EPA. As a result, it is estimated that some 5,000 trees were felled for these underpasses without so much as a token examination of environmentally friendly alternatives. 


Urban deforestation has had adverse effects on Lahore’s heat island effect and on the ecology of the city. For instance, with old nesting places now no longer, large populations of birds have been forced to migrate to other areas in the city. Now, if news reports are to be believed, the Governor can no longer have his tea in the leafy, palatial gardens of Governor’s House without fear of becoming the target of thousands of bird-droppings. EIA reports for these projects and public hearing would have brought this matter to the attention of the EPA, which would then have been in the position to pass orders to mitigate these affects.

Despite the clear warnings issued by the tribunal, the Government of Punjab was unaffected. Within a few weeks of being given personal warnings by the tribunal, officers of the C&W Department were putting finishing touches to the proposal to construct a massive overpass at the far end of the Canal at Thokar Niaz Beg. This involved the felling of all of the trees on the Canal between the Canal View Society and Thokar Niaz Beg, as well as the destruction of Lalazar Park, a small recreational garden complete with a mosque that provided nearby residents with some serenity and calm amidst the chaos of the city. Again, no EIA of the project was conducted and none of the people who live in the area were given an opportunity to comment on possible alternatives. On March 13, 2006, the construction and felling began.


In the week prior to the beginning of construction, I wrote to the EPA, informing them that, under the law, this overpass project required an EIA and that it was being undertaken without following due legal procedure. 


Given the EPA’s natural propensity not to question the government, the notice, dated March 7, 2006, went unheeded and unanswered and constrained an approach to the tribunal. Complaint No. 48/2006 was filed on April 22, 2006, and is still pending final adjudication.


In the midst of all of this, in May last year, Lahoris awoke to find large red “X” marks on the trees lining both sides of the Canal from Dharampura all the way to Thokar Niaz Beg. It transpired that this was an attempt by the City District Government of Lahore and TEPA to widen the Canal area to accommodate the increased volume of traffic (never mind the fact that the Shahbaz Sharif development projects clearly show this is not the correct approach to managing traffic congestion). Estimates vary, but it is accepted that such a proposal would have entailed the felling of an additional 8,000 trees. No EIA report had been prepared and no analysis of environmentally friendly alternatives discussed. The citizens of Lahore were roused into action and formed the Lahore Bachao Tehreek. Due to their efforts, and to the publicity given to the issue, in June last year the chief justice of Pakistan took suo motu notice of the proposed widening of the Canal. The chief secretary of Punjab was summoned to the Supreme Court and he submitted that no action would be taken on the Canal without under the provisions of the law and the PEPA.


Where does Lal Pul figure in all of this? The current construction work on the Canal at the site of the old Lal Pul is the most recent of this government’s acts of evading the provisions of the PEPA. This is ironic, because if the government’s claims are true, then these developments are being undertaken for the people. But what sort of commitment to the concerns of the citizens is it when the government itself is loath to have the environmental consequences of these developments discussed by the very public it says they are for? 
In the next article, I shall examine Lal Pul and the motives at work in its destruction and reincarnation.

(By Ahmad Rafay Alam, The News-6, 17/09/2007)

Immediate eviction of families from Gujjar Nullah planned
KARACHI, Sept 17: The city government has chalked out a resettlement plan for the families to be evicted immediately from the encroached upon banks of Gujjar Nullah. Under the plan, each evicted family would be allotted a residential plot measuring 80 square yards.


“We don’t want to render anyone homeless but the extension and channelisation of the storm-water drain require removal of all unauthorised structures built along both its banks,” said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal here on Monday while talking to a group of newsmen. 

He advised all those living along the Gujjar Nullah banks to move to some other place voluntarily, and announced that each of the families would be given an alternative plot.

He also pledged every possible assistance and cooperation from the city government for their early rehabilitation.


Mr Kamal said that Gujjar Nullah was being extended with a view to saving people residing in the adjoining localities from any tragedy likely to be caused by rains or a sewage overflow. He said that the estimated cost of the nullah extension project was Rs1 billion which included construction of service roads along the two banks of the nullah.


Giving details of the project, he said that the original layout plan envisaged the nullah’s length to be maintained at 13.5 kilometres and a width of 14 to 37 feet at different junctions. Gujjar Nullah originates from Buffer Zone and drains out the rainwater into Lyari River after passing through Gulberg, North Nazimabad and Liaquatabad towns.
He said that encroachments along its either side had narrowed down the nullah’s width to 10 or at some places even five feet. He said that after Gujjar Nullah, the rain-water drains of Orangi and Manzoor Colony would also be broadened and extended.


Official sources said that the families evicted from Gujjar Nullah banks would be allotted plots in Taiser Town, a housing scheme launched by the Malir Development Authority.


The sources, however, expressed doubts over the plan’s success, apprehending that the city government lacked the required financial strength to rehabilitate such a large number of affected families. Regarding success of a similar plan for the affected families of the Lyari Expressway project, they argued it was a scheme funded by the federal government which did have sufficient financial resources.

“The (Gujjar Nullah) plan is in its initial stage and I think the city government would have to approach the federal government for financial assistance at a later stage,” said an official.


Meanwhile, the city nazim has directed all TMOs and Revenue officials to conduct a realistic survey of the Gujjar Nullah with a view to ensuring that a minimum number of families is affected and the process of eviction is completed within the stipulated time.

(Dawn-18, 18/09/2007)

City Nazim announces plan to widen, channelise Gujjar Nullah

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, announced a plan for the development and widening of Gujjar Nullah. The city Nazim stated that the city government has decided to take immediate measures for the channelisation of Gujjar Nullah and service road on both sides at a cost of Rs 1 billion. 


He said that for the rehabilitation of occupants removed during the operation the city government will provide 80 yard alternate plots to all the affectees. Talking to journalists, he said that the city government doesn’t want to make anyone homeless but it only wants to remove the encroachments for the purpose of construction and expansion of this drain. 

He appealed to the people occupying the interior and exterior of the Nullah to vacate the occupied space voluntarily like the shiftees of the Lyari Expressway and assured that the city government will cooperate with them in this regard. 


Kamal pointed out that the objective of channelisation of the Gujjar Nullah is not to cause inconvenience to the people unnecessarily, but it is being done in the city’s larger interest so that they are shifted from an unhealthy to a secure and clean environment. 


According to the original layout plan, the drain is 13.5 Km long having a width of 14 to 37 feet. It starts from Shahrah Waliullah North Karachi, Buffern Zone and falls into Lyari River after passing through F.B Area, North Nazimabad and Liaquatabad. 


Because of the encroachments, its width has reduced from 5 to 10 feet and even less at some points. It was not cleaned for the last 40 years because the machinery for the purpose cannot enter the drain and a situation had reached where the level of Nullah and drain has equalized. As a result, it is unable to take in water due to which the rain water enters residential areas. 


Nazim Karachi said that in order to save the city from a major danger, it has become imperative for the city government to take difficult decisions in the city’s larger interest and rehabilitate the existing drains as per their original plan along with their channelisation and construction of service roads on both sides. He informed that after the Gujjar Nullah, work on the channelisation of Orangi and Manzoor Colony drains will be started.

(The News-14, 18/09/2007)

SHC stays demolition in Gujjar nullah case


KARACHI: The people who live alongside the Gujjar nullah have acquired a stay order from the Sindh High Court that issued notices to the CDGK and SKAA in a constitutional petition challenging the demolition of their houses to make way for roads and to broaden the waterway. 


The authorities were put on notice for Oct 5. Muhammad Ismail and seven other residents had maintained that the residential units they live in are duly leased. The city government initially announced that it wanted to broaden the nullah by 60 feet but was now eyeing to acquire 100 feet of land on both banks and also build a service road. The original master plan did not have any provision for a service road, the petitioner maintained through their counsel Shamshad Ali Qureshi advocate. 


During initial arguments, the counsel submitted that the CDGK had become greedy in view of the price of land and had an ambitious plan to undertake a commercial venture on the land acquired after demolition. After hearing the counsel for the petitioners who feared demolition in haste by the CDGK, the bench issued a stay order and put on notice the City Nazim, EDO Planning and SKAA Assistant Director for Oct 5.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/09/2007)

OCTOBER

Encroachers ruining Lea Market areas

KARACHI, Sept 30: Rampant encroachment, which has become a thriving business in and around the Lea Market area, has turned the entire locality into a complete mess where encroachers have been occupying every open space meant for the movement of pedestrians and vehicles. 


While the hectic trade and transport activity over the past few decades has made the market area a “commercial jungle”, the transport mafia has been occupying much of its surrounding areas and using them as terminals for their upcountry buses.

The intersections, the main and link roads and the footpaths in and around the market are under the occupation of hawkers, vendors and transporters.


Residents of the localities around the market, in a recent survey, complained that they had to face great hardship in passing through the market area because of the traffic chaos which prevailed during the morning and evening peak hours every day. 


The transporters always parked their vehicles in the middle of the roads only to create gridlock many times during the day. 

They said they had repeatedly complained to the police about the illegal activities of the encroachers and violation of traffic rules by these transporters by the police never appeared ready to take action against them. They alleged that the police were hand in glove with these unscrupulous elements. 

They said that the transport mafia was mainly responsible for the increasing congestion in the whole area, where buses were parked in a big number for lifting or dropping passengers coming from or proceeding to the interior of Sindh or a destination in some other province.


Almost every building around Lea Market had a warehouse or some sort of storage facility on its ground floor, they pointed out, adding that a large number of goods trucks shuttled all the day to load or unload the cargo. This, they added, had aggravated the congestion in the whole area.

(Dawn-14, 01/10/2007)

Vendors occupying roads, footpaths
KARACHI, Oct 1: The menace of encroachments has increased manifold in various towns of the city during Ramazan, putting lives of the pedestrians at risk as they are being left with no choice but to walk on roads amidst fast-moving vehicles.


These encroachments and insufficient number of pedestrian bridges at various busy thoroughfares are resulting into the deaths of two to three pedestrians almost on a daily basis.


Moreover, the absence of zebra crossings at many important traffic intersections and lax of enforcement of traffic rules concerning zebra crossing on the part of the police, has also been resulting into the deaths of and injuries to pedestrians.


Reports appearing in newspapers not only point out the horrible statistic about the pedestrians being killed or injured every day but also indicate that the number of accidents involving pedestrians has exceeded the number of those being killed in accidents involving vehicles.


Most of the victims include female students of colleges, working women and elderly persons.

A visit to different parts of the city revealed that a large number of footpaths had been heavily occupied by car showrooms, shopkeepers, various food outlets and other makeshift shops while a number of busy arteries of the metropolis usually remained encroached upon by pushcarts selling fruit, vegetables and other eatables.


The manner in which footpaths along many roads have been occupied sparks fears that if the trend continues unabated for some more time without any action from the relevant authorities, no place will be left for the pedestrians in the city.


A number of footpaths of busy thoroughfares including those running parallel to Mohammad Bin Qasim Road (from Fresco Chowk to Jamia Cloth Market), Urdu Bazar Road, Jamshed Road, New M. A. Jinnah Road (from Dawood College of Engineering and Technology to Jail traffic intersection), Khalid Bin Waleed Road (from Noorani Kabab House up to KB Waleed-Shaheed-i-Millat Road traffic intersection) and a major portion of main University Road (from Hassan Square to Ashfaq Memorial hospital), have already been disappeared owing to either the construction of illegal shops or mushroom growth of car showrooms, restaurants, barbecue and other food outlets, literally leaving no space for the pedestrians.


As far as Shaheed-i-Millat Road is concerned, it would the instructive to recall that the road was reconstructed under the defunct KMC’s much publicised Long-Life Road Project but without any footpath on either side of the road.

A number of concerned Karachiites held the ‘land-use charges’ responsible for the situation. They said that the trend of encroaching upon footpaths had, in fact, spurred after the defunct KMC’s former senior director (Land) had allowed roadside hotels, barbecue outlets, restaurants and tea stalls after levying the land-use charges.

The land-use charges are calculated in proportion to the number of chairs these roadside hotels, barbecue outlets, etc, place on footpaths to serve their customers.

(Dawn-18, 02/10/2007)

Residents picking up the pieces

Fear and anger prevailed among the residents of Juma Kalmati Goth, parts of which were demolished by the Korangi Town administration on Wednesday. 

Sitting outside their demolished homes, the residents said that they were waiting to plead their case before the Chief Minister’s Inspection Team. Many of them could not go to earn their livelihood on Thursday owing to the havoc wreaked by the city administration.


Juma Kalmati Goth is situated near the seashore, falling into the limits of Union Council Ibrahim Hydri, Bin Qasim Town. The affected residents said the Korangi Town administration violated the rules and demolished more than 15 houses on Wednesday.
The affected residents include Beejal, Ramzan Shaikh, Mohammed Bakhsh, Hafeez, Fareed, Pervez Begum, Mohammed Siddiq, Shazia, Yasmeen Khan, Amina Begum, Liaquat Bahadur, Rashid Azam, Khalil Khan, Noorul Islam, Raees and others.


They comprise Baloch, Sindhi and Bengali speaking people. When The News visited the Goth on Thursday, the asked for help in highlighting their case. According to them, “there was no justification of taking such a horrible action”.

“Mostly women were present at their homes while the Korangi Town bulldozers, under the cover of four police mobile vans, started demolishing our houses,” said Mohammed Ibrahim, whose home was destroyed.

“It was illegal action as the area comes under the jurisdiction of Bin Qasim Town. They (Bin Qasim Town administration) should have come to take action if there was any case against any of the affected people,” he said.

Fareed, another resident, said: “They did not pay heed over the cry of women and children in their homes when the bulldozers hit our homes.”


Bulldozers entered the village at around 12 noon and continued demolishing walls till 5pm. First of all the police took position from the rooftop of a nearby poultry farm and fired shells to create harassment, the distressed residents said. It was unexpected action and the people could not imagine why it happened without serving any prior notice against them, they said.


The residents said they have lease documents under the Goth Abad Scheme. The village graveyard, adjacent to demolished homes, was inaugurated by Haji Shafi Jamot, while he was chairman of defunct District Council, Karachi.


Khadim Hussain, a brother of victim Sultan Junejo, who died in the firing, said his brother was at home while the bulldozers started demolishing. 


When women and children started screaming, he came out after the hue and cry and asked the officials to stop their action. On this, the police started indiscriminate firing in which he died on the spot while Pervez Abro and Ali Johar received bullet injuries. Sahibzadi, a resident of the area was injured while bulldozers hit the wall of her home.


Union Council Ibrahim Hydri, Nazim Suhail Jamot, has confirmed that the affected village falls under his UC’s jurisdiction and condemned the brutal act of the Korangi Town management.

The residents demanded of the government authorities to take strict action against those responsible for this illegal action, in which one villager died and three others were injured. They also urged the authorities to pay compensation to the affected people, whose homes have been demolished. 


Later the CM’s Inspection Team visited the area and recorded statements of the affected people, gathered lease copies and ensured the people of conducting inquiry in the light of complaints and available record. 


Sindh Assembly Member Mahmood Alam Jamot, Bin Qasim Town Nazim Jan Alam Jamot and UC Nazim Suhail Jamot were also present along with the CM’s inspection team.

Nationalist parties leaders present also condemned the action and said it was conspiracy against the local people.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-13, 05/10/2007)

Demolition drive in Korangi goth restarts
KARACHI, Oct 5: Bulldozers have returned to Gahi Fakir Goth, a katchi abadi located in Korangi’s industrial area. Residents allege that Korangi Town officials, accompanied by police mobiles, threatened to demolish the structures the people had starting rebuilding after an earlier demolition drive in late July, 2007.


When women and children blocked their way, the demolition squad withdrew. Yet in the days that followed, they carried out their threat of reducing to rubble a section of the goth adjacent to the road running from the Godown Roundabout to the Malir River bund.


This action was undertaken in spite of the fact that the case is currently in court, as the residents’ action committee has filed a petition in the Sindh High Court to regularize the settlement.


On July 25, the city government initiated a demolition campaign at the goth, justifying the action by claiming that it was part of an anti-encroachment drive to widen a road. Though the majority of structures were razed, the poor residents – many forced to live under an open sky – were largely left alone. However that, too, changed last Saturday.


“On the first day, when the demolition squad arrived with the bulldozers, our women and children got in their way and refused to budge. However the next day, they (officials accompanied by police) started a baton-charge and acted in an extremely rough manner with us,” claimed Saleem, a resident of Gahi Fakir Goth this reporter talked to.
But since the case is currently in court, does the city government’s renewed action against the goth constitute contempt of court?


02

“It is not contempt of court because we do not have the status quo. Ethically, they (Korangi Town staff) should not have carried out the demolition,” said Abdul Fath, the lawyer representing the residents’ action committee. Giving the details of the case, he said a petition (1674/2007) has been filed in the Sindh High Court.
“We want the court to direct the city government and other relevant departments to regularize Gahi Fakir Goth. The residents have been lodging applications for regularisation from 1994 onwards with the board of revenue, provincial revenue minister, Sindh government and other relevant departments but have never received a response,” said the lawyer.


Saying that the case was in its initial stages, he said the police had already been called to court.

“However, the police officials claimed that they were called in to maintain law and order and have nothing more to do with the matter,” said Mr Fath.


When Korangi Town Nazim Arif Khan was contacted for his version of the events, he totally distanced himself from the operation. “We have nothing to do with it, as I told you last time this sort of thing happened. It is not our concern, nor do I have any information about it,” he claimed.


Gahi Fakir Goth residents insist the demolition is being carried out at the behest of a well-connected industrialist, who apparently enjoys the patronage of a political party that is currently in power. They have also reiterated their demand that the government provide them alternative land and compensate them for their destroyed houses.

Divided they fall

But Yusuf Khattak, who is associated with an NGO and has closely worked with the residents ever since the first demolition drive was initiated, says that one of the things preventing the residents from successfully pleading their case is division within their ranks.

“Unfortunately, the residents are not united and lack the spirit to fight for their cause. If they had properly approached the government, I am sure they would have been provided alternative land,” he said.


Mr Khattak’s views were corroborated when Saleem was asked about the action committee’s efforts.

He hurled allegations of corruption against the head of the residents’ action committee and insisted he was in cahoots with the forces responsible for the demolition drive.


Again, many questions arise about the logic of these actions. Primarily, why are these settlements initially allowed to grow haphazardly by the powers that be? And when they get in the way of ‘development,’ is demolition and displacement without an alternative the most humane way to tackle the issue?

(By Qasim A. Moini, Dawn-17, 06/10/2007)

Shah Faisal Colony residents panic over Malir Bridge demolition


KARACHI: About 55 homeowners of Rita Plot whose legal houses have to be demolished for the Malir Bridge are wondering if the City Government will be able to pay them up to Rs 3 million in compensation. According to official CDGK policy, however, compensation usually comes in the form of Rs 80,000 and a small plot.

The houses have to be demolished to make way for one of the city’s biggest projects - a bridge between Shah Faisal Colony and Korangi Industrial Area under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme (TKP). Work has been stopped for the last two months due to a shortage of funds and the demolition of houses in the way of approach roads. 


According to well-known Rita Plot resident Kamran Mamoo, a two- or three-storey house on a 60-square yard plot there has a real estate value of up to Rs 3 million. “The houses on the main road do not cost less than Rs 10 million,” he speculated, arguing that the CDGK land department should tell the residents about the fate of their houses and the money they are entitled to if they are demolished. 


In the meanwhile, panic has been created over the CDGK’s request for homeowners to submit copies of the lease papers. “But they don’t get any reply when they ask about compensation,” said another resident who did not want to be named.


Residents of this part of Shah Faisal Colony have been there since Partition and presently the financial value of their property is no less than those of other parts of the city which are comparatively more developed. 


Only about 65 percent of the work has been completed on the 5.3-kilometre long project worth Rs 1,057 million although the deadline passed in June. Sources in the works and services department said that the shortage of funds and inefficiency of the city government’s land department was causing the delay as the 55 houses coming in the way of the loops of part of the bridge in Shah Faisal Colony have not been demolished yet. 

“Officials had to issue notices to the houses for demolition over the last six months but only the owners were asked to submit copies of their lease papers at the office in Malir,” sources said. 


The construction work on the 1.5-kilometre long bridge has almost been completed along with the rest of the project but the fate of houses located on the Shah Faisal Colony side has yet to be finalised and this is causing a delay, said the firm’s resident engineer, Mubeen Ahmed. 

“The rest of the work, including the final carpeting, storm water drains, streetlights etc. will be completed within two to three months if this decision has to be directly carried out,” he said. 


There are also around 20 illegally constructed houses in the way of loops in the Korangi side. These and the 55 houses, including 50 shops, in Rita Plot and Shah Faisal Colony No. 1 have to be demolished. Khalid Masroor of the works and services department of the city government who monitors the progress of the bridge between Shah Faisal and Korangi has refuted the financial issue and said that the pace of the work slowed down as they are waiting to resolve the issue of Rita Plot. 


“Presently, workers at the Korangi site are busy finalising the road work as heavy machinery is being using to level the surface. We have conducted the survey of houses and shops of Rita Plot and details of the compensation have been given to the land department,” he claimed. The matter will be resolved very soon and this project could be open for vehicular traffic within 3 to 4 months.


Sources in the city government’s land department said that the government still had to decide the nature of compensation and this was creating panic among the residents of Shah Faisal Colony. “The decision will be taken in a meeting which will be chaired by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal next month,” he said.


The city government had devised a policy to compensate the affected people but this was finalised depending on the location of the area and political support of the people residing in such areas. The 28,000 families affected by the Lyari Expressway Project were given 80-square yard plots in different sectors of Taiser Town and Rs 80,000 to construct new houses. The residents of different localities lying in the way of the project were illegal inhabitants for several decades but residents of Rita Plot are legal and its land value is much higher than the localities established along the Lyari riverbed.


The city nazim recently announced 80-square yard Taiser Town plots for the affectees of the Gujjar Nullah demolition. Sources in the Revenue Department said that the survey to determine the numbers of affected houses was in full swing and the figures will be finalized soon. “After a survey of different localities in the four towns surrounded by Gujjar Nullah, the affected people will be given 80 square-yard plots and Rs 80,000 in compensation as was given to the people displaced by the Lyari Expressway Project,” he said.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 08/10/2007)

Fire destroys shops in Motandas Market
KARACHI, Oct 10: Two shops were gutted by a fire that broke out in Motandas Market on Wednesday morning, causing huge losses of goods worth millions of rupees.


Thirteen fire tenders in a four-hour-long operation managed to control the fire. A fire complaint was registered at 9.30am, according to a fire department official, after which six fire tenders rushed to the spot. However, later seven more tenders rushed to control the blaze as firefighters called for reinforcement.


“Two shops (Nos 213 and 214) of readymade garments were completely destroyed and eight adjoining shops were badly damaged by the fire,” the official said, adding that the losses were estimated at around Rs9 to Rs10 million while the cause of the fire had not yet been found. But, he hastened to add that there was a possibility that the fire broke out due to open wiring and a short circuit in the electricity meters, fixed in the market.


The shopkeepers said they lodged several complaints with the KESC to fix the problem but the utility had never paid heed to their objections. The meters, which were installed by the KESC some eight months ago, were vulnerable due to the open wires attached with them, they said.


A spokesman for the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation said the power utility had cut off the electricity connection to the Motandas Market, which suffered major damage due to the fire. He said a new power connection to the cloth market would only be given after the fire brigade and electrical inspector concerned would give formal clearance and authentication about safety and protection of the market from the electrical point of view.


In view of the widespread complaints of dangling and loose electricity wires and ill-maintained wiring system in the market area, the spokesman said the electrical inspector concerned and owners of the market should be held responsible for the improper electricity system.

He said the KESC issued a new electricity connection to a commercial centre or market like the Motandas once the electrical inspector issued a formal clearance certificate about installation of a properly maintained electrical system.

He said the KESC was responsible for maintaining the electricity system up to the meter and after the electricity meter it was the government-appointed electrical inspector and the building owner who had to ensure installation of the electrical and wiring systems.

(Dawn-17, 11/10/2007)

Fire guts warehouse


KARACHI: A fire broke out Wednesday in Motondas Market on M. A. Jinnah Road near Memon Mosque. No casualties were reported as police got to the scene and evacuated the people surrounding the market.

The fire broke out at clothes shop No. 123, in warehouse No. 124, which consists of at least three shops, and the market was shut down at 10:50 a.m. The fire broke out within the limits of Mithadar Police Station which was just around the corner. 


A watchman on duty informed the police and the fire department after he saw the flames. The fire department arrived with thirteen fire tenders. Fire brigade spokesman Zafar told Daily Times that it was very difficult to enter the market because the place was congested. It took them three to four hours to control the fire. The apparent cause was an electrical short circuit, he added.


Mithadar police officials said that they were informed by the watchman as well. They said that there was no one present around the fire when it broke out and that’s why no one was hurt. The owner of the shop and warehouse, Shehzad Alam, claimed that he has suffered a loss of 10 million rupees.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/10/2007)

Motan Das Market fire

A huge fire broke out in Motan Das market causing a loss of nearly Rs10 million on Wednesday. 

According to sources, the fire broke out in shop No 213 and 214 around 9:50am in the morning. Within minutes, it spread and engulfed other shops and reduced goods worth millions of rupees to ashes. The fire was so intense that thick black smoke could be seen from the far-flung areas of the city. 

The congested streets of the market caused difficulty in fire extinguishing operation that took five hours, the sources said. However, no casualties or injuries were reported. The cause of the fire could not be ascertained.


Most of the power connections in Motan Das Market are illegal and set up haphazardly thus posing a big fire threat not only to shopkeepers but also shoppers who frequent the place in large numbers, say observers. The existing set-up needs to be revised or the place may witness more fire incidents, they added.


When contacted to comment on the state of electricity connections in the market, the spokesman for the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC)said the power utility had severed the electricity connection to the ill-fated Motan Das Market, which suffered major damage due to the fire incident. 

He said that a new electricity connection to the predominantly clothing market would only be given after the concerned electrical inspector and fire brigade gave formal clearance and authentication about safety and protection of the market from the technical point of view. 


In view of the widespread complaints of dangling and loose electricity wires alongside poorly maintained wiring in the market area, the spokesman said the electrical inspector concerned and owners of the market should be held responsible for the unsafe electricity system within the market building.

(The News-14, 11/10/2007)

2 families refuse to budge in order to 

keep crumbling colonial building from demolition


[image: image1.jpg]


KARACHI: Two families are living in an old colonial building called Shafqat House which the Sindh Archeological Department has declared a national heritage. But despite this, the building is being demolished floor by floor so that its land may be sold.


“I have been living here for the last fifteen years. When I first came here, almost all the 18 flats were occupied by families but gradually everyone has left because the owner wants to sell the building. We have bluntly refused to vacate the house,” Charag-u-Din, who lives on the second floor, told Daily Times.


Shafqat House is a historical three-storey building located in the heart of the city on the corner of H. Gazdar and Din Muhammad Waffai Road near Burns Road. There are three entrances to the buildings and six three-bedroom flats on each floor.


All but two flats on the second floor are occupied. The roofs and floors of all the empty flats have been dug up and only iron bars are visible. One room of a flat on the first floor was decorated for a wedding in the past. And a branch of a private bank is located in the basement.


From the corner of NED University’s architecture department, the building is visible with its curved and rectangular balconies that are now home to birds mostly. “All the flats have been vacated by the owner and we have repeatedly asked him not to demolish this old building but he is adamant on selling it,” said Alaa-u-Din, the eldest son of Charag-u-Din.


Charag-u-Din, who works as a butcher, migrated from the Indian city of Agra in 1947 with his family to the newly established Muslim state of Pakistan. When he came to Karachi, he first took up in a small house in Saddar and then sold that and moved to Shafqat House.

“When we moved here, we were paying Rs 125 per month in rent but now he has increased the rent by 400 percent and we are paying Rs 500 per month,” he said. The current real estate market rates for monthly rent for a three-bedroom flat in the same area is approximately Rs 6,000 to Rs 8,000.


Charag-u-Din said that he doesn’t remember when the Sindh Archeological Department declared this building a heritage site, but when his family started corresponding with the authorities, they sent the police to see what was going on. 

“The police came and saw the demolition operation and told us to inform them whenever demolition started. We have repeatedly informed them but they don’t do anything,” he said. He demanded the authorities intervene, stop the illegal demolition and renovate the building.


Daily Times learnt that the owner of the building died last month. His family resides in Clifton and declined to comment. “We don’t know what is happening with the building,” an elderly member of the family told Daily Times.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 14/10/2007)

Land reclamation encroaching upon fishermen’s rights

Fishermen in Karachi fear that land reclamation along the city’s coast line may lead to environmental catastrophes in the near future. Residents of these areas allege that land grabbers have occupied wide areas near various coastal villages, from Ibrahim Hyderi and Rehri in Bin Qasim Town to Unisabad, Machhar colony and other Hawkes Bay villages in Keamari town. At some places, they have destroyed mangrove forests and community members fear that the practice of earth filling can be disastrous.


Dumper trucks carrying urban waste, stone and earth can be seen running along dilapidated roads leading to coastal villages with the aim of occupying local sea beds for commercial purposes.


The influx of population from different parts of the country has placed great pressure on Karachi. This influx has resulted in the occupation of a wide area of coastal land, which is going unchecked. Land grabbers with the collusion of influential people of the area and local administration fill the sea bed in order to increase the land mass. 

“If earth filling continues, sea tides will develop pressure in other areas, especially in Thatta and Badin districts, which are already under stress,” said Mohammed Ali Shah, chairperson of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF).


“Our sea is being encroached upon and damaged by unplanned and unsustainable development along with being polluted by industries. The sea has become the final sink for the direct dumping of human generated pollutants. This practice is going unchecked because influential people are involved in it. Now they have built large walls at many coastal areas and the people cannot even see the waves from there,” he said.


Shah alleges that the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has also developed several schemes which will require land reclamation in order to complete it. He also opposed the concept of jetties, which are being developed by earth filling. Shah said that in other countries, the fishermen develop their landing sites through wooden stairs near their localities.


Besides this, he said that mangroves are important nurseries for fish and act as filters for coastal pollution. They are also important sources of fuel and fodder for local communities and their livestock.


Tahir Qureshi from the IUCN says that earth filling or reclamation is an illegal act, which affects the marine ecology negatively. Furthermore, he added that unplanned development of recreational places like food streets and parks by earth filling can also create several problems.

In most developed countries, construction is not allowed within 500 metres of the coastal zone. However, there is no such policy or environmental protection act in Pakistan to save coastal zones.

“We can see Korangi creek, which is now facing pressure and being reduced to a small area as the government authorities have extended several housing projects. These actions can lead to wiping out marine breeding grounds that support fisheries worth millions of dollars. They [the authorities] cannot imagine how they are destroying marine ecology as well as fishing nurseries by earth filling and cutting mangroves,” said Sami Memon, a local activist.


The entire coastal zone from Hawkes Bay (Keamari town) to Rehri village (Bin Qasim town) is under threat as land grabbers are on rampage. They may extend their projects of housing and commercial centres towards island villages near Karachi and destroy the natural beauty. Mangroves are also important to the health of other important ecosystems, including coral reefs and sea grass beds. They also provide protection against storms and waves. Furthermore, Sami added that there are no more fish stocks near the coastal areas from zero to 10 nautical miles as a result of the recent upsurge in land reclamation.


Quoting Green Peace, he said that large tourism projects have posed a threat to the diversity of many coastal hotspots. He urged the establishment to fully protect and save the ocean resources, which are coming under pressure from a growing coastal population. About three million people depend on fishing for their livelihood along the 105km-long country coast.

A UN report says that more than half of all mangroves of the world will disappear before the end of the century, threatening local fisheries and making islands more vulnerable to storms and tsunamis. The rising sea levels associated with climate change, pollution and unsustainable development are all threatening marine ecology, which besides destroying the fishermen’s livelihood, may lead to an environmental disaster.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 21/10/2007)

NOVEMBER

Action against car showrooms sought
KARACHI, Nov 8: A large number of car showrooms situated on either side of the recently reconstructed New M.A. Jinnah Road have once again occupied two lanes of both its tracks by parking their vehicles causing hindrance in the smooth flow of traffic.

Owners of these showrooms have not only occupied two lanes of the road but have also encroached upon both the footpaths, literally leaving no space for pedestrians and forcing them to walk on the busy artery amid fast-moving vehicles.


Terming the illegal occupation of both the footpaths and two lanes of the busy road by these showrooms’ owners “a challenge to the writ of the city government”, perturbed citizens have urged the city government and the relevant town authorities to take action against the encroachers at the earliest and take concrete steps once and for all.

They said that at a time when a large number of footpaths of various major thoroughfares such as Khalid Bin Waleed Road, Jamshed Road, Main University Road and Mohammad Bin Qasin Road (formerly Burnes Road) had already vanished because of heavy encroachments, the trend of doing business on roads would boost further and more and more footpaths would be occupied, usurping the pedestrians’ right of using footpaths.


Both the footpaths of Khalid Bin Road have been occupied by the car showrooms where thousands of cars meant for sale have been put on display. This has created a very dangerous situation particularly for the pedestrians leaving them no choice but to walk on the road.


As far as Jamshed Road is concerned, both its footpaths have been heavily encroached upon by spare parts’ shops and auto mechanics, etc while one footpath of Mohammad Bin Qasim Road (from Fresco Chowk to Jamia Cloth Market) has completely disappeared as a number of shops have sprung up there.


Moreover, different sections of both of Sharea Liaquat and Mohammad Bin Qasim Road have been occupied by fast-food restaurants, ice cream parlours and other food outlets.

Similarly, the entire footpath of main University Road (from Hassan Square to Ashfaq Memorial Hospital) has been heavily encroached upon by barbecue and fast-food restaurants.

The owners of the restaurants and barbecue houses have not only occupied footpaths but they also serve their customers on the median which bifurcates the main road with the service road which had been lying in a highly dilapidated condition since long.

(Dawn-18, 09/11/2007)

The threat of land encroachments

“The only way to deal with encroachments in Karachi is to dispose off the land with proper planning,” said the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, when asked about the problem of land encroachment in the city.

“The unfortunate fact is that the land of Karachi does not come under the hold of Karachi’s own administration,” he added, expressing sorrow over the prevailing scenario. Kamal expressed his helplessness in this matter, adding that the city land is the property of the provincial government and is controlled by the Board of Revenue department. “Even as the nazim of this city, I can’t do much as I have to grow with the system as well but as far as this issue is concerned, nobody cooperates with me,” he complained.

“Despite a constant struggle of two years I have always been denied the provision of land by my own provincial government,” he expressed his disappointment while revealing that he has been asking for land in his own city and has gone up to the presidential level for this matter.

“At the same time so many people have been allotted land for private purposes whereas I have always been denied even a single inch of land in my own city,” he protested.


Referring to the removal of a particular encroachment, that is the hundreds of trucks at the entrance of Hawkes bay, he said that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has planned to shift that truck stand to a 500-acre land at the Northern Bypass.


Whenever the CDGK has tried to remove encroachments, a large number of people have resisted the actions though the removed masses have been provided resettlements, he maintained.

“Naturally, the people will resist the change in their lives even if you offer them a better place to live,” he said this while understanding the fact that such resistance is quite natural when comes to the human psyche. “However, it is entirely up to the government whether or not it wants the people to live on nullahs and unplanned slums.”


The nazim insisted that one must look at the bigger picture and work towards the common interest of the people. “Even if I need to remove four families that have encroached upon a road side, I will do that in order to make way for 40 million people,” he said.


Owing to the fact that the city population is increasing day by day, the nazim believes that there is the need to plan residential schemes. “This is the only way of saving the land of this city. Otherwise, you can’t safeguard your land by deploying police on it or by any other means,” he maintained. He added that if the federal government is committed, it must cooperate with the city government.

(The News-20, 19/11/2007)

SHC stays Gujjar Nullah demolition


KARACHI: Thirty-eight residents of Gujjar Nullah, Liaquatabad have obtained a stay order preventing the CDGK from demolishing their houses. The order was issued by a High Court of Sindh (SHC) division bench Thursday that issued notices to the city government and the chairman of the Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority (SKAA).


The bench was told by Islamuddin Advocate that the residential units were constructed by the petitioner on the land after it was leased to them by the katchi abadi authority. The concrete houses cost millions of rupees to build. 


The counsel submitted that without any notice, the CDGK staff marked the houses for demolition. Razing these structures would deprive the lawful owners of the land/property, he said, praying the court to issue a stay order.

The bench issued notices to the respondents and restrained the city government from taking any action till the next hearing.

(DailyTimes-B1, 23/11/2007)

Demolition turns ugly at crumbling flats


KARACHI: Residents of Friends Square are livid that Malir Town officials damaged their underground water tank and pumping motor stand when they demolished illegal structures next door. 

The town’s Land and Enforcement department demolished a building illegally constructed on two shops next to Friends Square. But this operation has left over a dozen families without water. “The officials didn’t give us any notice and have done nothing to provide us potable water,” said resident Safia Begum. “We can’t store water so the women and children have to get it each day from a nearby locality.” 


Safia said that the officials flanked by a KBCA team also threatened them with eviction as the building will be demolished within the next two months. “There are 15 families living in the two-story Friends Square,” she said. “I own a flat there and all the other families have been living here for years as tenants.” She argued that if the KBCA wants to demolish the building as it had become a dangerous structure, then they should provide some compensation so they rehabilitate their families.


The building is owned by three parties but none of them have shown any interest in saving the structure, she added. 


The other occupants of the building also hold the owners responsible for its deterioration. “The whole structure has been in very bad condition because people living here are using brackish water which is not fit for cemented structures. Beside this, the owners of the flats have not spent a single penny on maintenance in the last many years and now they wants to demolish the structure to use this land for their own purposes,” said Zafar Ali, another resident.


The KBCA committee for dangerous buildings has once again declared this structure unfit for residents as it did three months ago, creating panic among the residents. Friends Square is spread on 307 square yards on plot survey No. 427, Bostan Raza Society Extension in Model Colony, Malir and it was constructed in 1981. The building was owned by a group of investors who sold some flats. 


The Malir Town spokesman told Daily Times that the town officials had, on the directives of Town Naib Nazim Sharafat Ali, only demolished a double-story building illegally constructed on two shops. The operation was supervised by the person in charge of the land department, Khawaja Hameedudin, along with KBCA, KESC and SSGC officials.

“The illegal building adjacent to Friends Square had been creating hurdles in the way of a water pipeline for the last couple of months and also forced people to use an alternate route for their daily usage,” he said. He also mentioned that the underground water tank of Friends Square was constructed illegally as the KBCA officials had declared the building dangerous.

PPI adds: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) has declared Friend Square, a residential project in Model Colony, dangerous and directed relevant officials to evacuate its residents. A KBCA dangerous buildings committee inspected the building thoroughly and stated in its report that this building may collapse at any moment, causing loss of life and property. Meanwhile, on the directives of Chief Control of Buildings Rauf Akhtar Farooqui, different KBCA demolition squads razed illegal constructions in different towns and sealed them off. A squad demolished an illegal roof and partition walls on the ground floor of a building on plot No. 170, old No. 26/2, Behar Muslim Colony. The squad also razed the third floor of an illegal structure on plot No. 72 (9/6) in the same area. In Shah Faisal Town, a team demolished an illegal ground floor roof and partition walls on plot No. B-9, Iswan Town. An illegal shuttering of a building under construction was also demolished on plot No. A-473, Block-D, North Nazimabad. In Gulshan-e-Iqbal, a squad demolished the shuttering of an illegal second floor on plot No. B-347, Adamjee Nagar, Kathiawar CHS, Block 7 and 8. A demolition team razed the base of a building and its compound walls on plot No. 49, Sector 25, Korangi Industrial Area, while a heavy-weight bridge was sealed off on plot No. 52, Sector 5 in the same area. The KBCA staff also demolished three illegal floors of a building on plot No. E-11/1, in Liaquatabad Town.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 26/11/2007)

CDGK agrees to give encroachers 60% of land


KARACHI: For the speedy construction of the city’s first-ever multi-storey parking plaza at Empress Market, Saddar, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has offered to give two-thirds of the space already occupied by over 50 petitioners as an incentive for them to abandon their encroached land, CDGK’s EDO Law told a bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) on Thursday.


The bench was hearing a constitutional petition filed by the occupants of the area where the CDGK is to build the ambitious project. The petitioners maintain that they have been operating in the area for decades and if they were suddenly removed they would go out of business and their families would suffer. They also maintained that the CDGK was bound to provide them with an appropriate alternative so they could continue their business and sustain their families. They alleged that the alternate space and size offered to them was too small.


Earlier, while the petition was pending, the parties charted out a settlement, which the CDGK submitted before the bench on Thursday. The bench allowed the request and ordered the petitioners to be shifted immediately, while the land should be re-inspected.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/11/2007)

DECEMBER

Failure of anti-encroachment drive in Shah Faisal

Despite the directions of the District Coordination Officer (DCO) to remove the encroachments hindering traffic flow, the key thoroughfares of Shah Faisal town are still catering to a large number of encroachers. The entrenchment by vendors and grocers has barely left a lane for the passage of vehicular traffic on the road from A-1 Restaurant up to Shah Faisal Colony number 1 market and beyond.


The road which isn’t wide enough for traffic has been further narrowed down by the influx of these encroachers. The situation of the Colony number 1 fruit market is by far the worst, where even the pedestrians cannot find any space to walk. The traffic situation in peak hours becomes even more chaotic as hour-long blockages are caused by the slightest hurdle in the flow of traffic.


Moreover, the market along this road with eateries and shops selling furniture and electronic items are also a cause for concern. These shops occupy additional space from the road for displaying their goods. This leaves just one lane for traffic which is not wide enough for even small cars. Considering that this road is also a minibus route, the difficulties faced by the commuters can be easily imagined.


Javed Hanif Khan, DCO Karachi, supervised a meeting a few months back highlighting the plans underway to control traffic jams as per the order of the honourable Supreme Court. Khan stressed on the need to ensure preparations for traffic engineering and reinforcement. It was also decided in the meeting that the places from where encroachments have been removed should be monitored continuously in order to make sure that they do not re-emerge.


The encroachments were pushed back at the afore-mentioned places during Ramazan. However, as opposed to the DCO’s orders, the same resurfaced soon after Eid and have once again entrenched upon the main road. When asked why these encroachments were not removed from their existing place, one of the vendors who requested anonymity said that they have been doing business here for decades with the help of good contacts and paying dues for their spots.


Similarly, encroachments once existed along a large portion of the main Shama Shopping Centre road. However, they were pushed back recently. Due to this, the road now has two working lanes for traffic. However, even in this situation all encroachments have not been removed.

The improvements caused by such anti-encroachment drives, though highly enthusiastic at first, are never truly permanent.


While the DCO has directed more towns for removing encroachments from other major roads, the problem has not been resolved for this town.

Even though removing these encroachers may affect the vendors but giving them a separate place under some organised arrangement will certainly bring discipline in the area’s chaotic traffic system.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 10/12/2007)

Five hurt as demolition operation stirs angry protest

KARACHI, Dec 11: Five people were injured when police opened fire at villagers protesting against the demolition of their houses in G. M. Nagar, near Ghaggar railway crossing, in Bin Qasim Town on Tuesday.


Later, unknown people set fire to two vehicles following a demonstration on the nearby section of the National Highway accusing police of breaking into their houses and beating up women and children.

The trouble started when an anti-encroachment team escorted by police and railway police personnel started demolishing the houses with the help of some 15 bulldozers.


Affected villagers, Masood, Shahnawaz and others told PPI that police opened fire when the villagers offered resistance.

They claimed that five villagers, one of them identified as Mustafa Qureshi, sustained bullet injuries.

The affected villagers, including women and children, staged a protest demonstration and sit-in on the National Highway, disrupting movement of vehicular traffic for several hours.


Meanwhile, Abdullah Hussain Haroon, a former speaker of the Sindh Assembly, has criticised the demolition operation. He said that the city had a huge number of katchi abadis where people coming from all parts of the country had been residing for years.


In a statement, he regretted that the administration would always demolish katchi abadis of Sindhi people.

He urged the relevant authorities to get such operations stopped immediately.

(Dawn-18, 12/12/2007)

Katchi abadi in Bin Qasim razed

A heavy contingent of police including railway police, along with some 15 bulldozers razed dozens of houses of GM Nagar Village near Ghaghar rail crossing in the town in wee hours of Thursday.


The police entered into the houses and subjected women and children to torture. It also opened fire on protesters, leaving some five villagers injured. Affected villagers Masood and Shahnawaz told PPI that more than a dozen bulldozers entered the village and started demolishing houses. They said five villagers received bullet injuries including their relative Mustafa Qureshi. They said they had been residing in the village since many years, but the administration razed the village in the name of illegal encroachment. 


Later, a number of affected villagers including women and children staged a protest demonstration and sit-in on National Highway, blocking the road and jamming traffic for hours.

(The News-19, 12/12/2007)

Demolition of illegal structures

Govt seeks to relieve KBCA of powers
KARACHI, Dec 13: The Sindh High Court asked the provincial chief secretary on Thursday to submit a report on a proposal stipulating transfer of demolition of unauthorised buildings to the respective town administrations.

The proposal was mooted by Additional Advocate-General Sarwar Khan, who said a large number of cases for and against demolition were pending in the high court. The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) was unable to comply with court orders because of the lack of police and magisterial powers and want of police co-operation.


If the demolition work was transferred to the town municipal administrations, there would be fewer complaints of slackness, shortage of resources and non-compliance with court orders.

A division bench comprising Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Rana M. Shamim, which has already directed the chief secretary to convene a meeting of the representatives of the public utilities like the Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation (KESC), the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), the Sui Southern Gas Pipeline Corporation (SSGPC) and the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) to consider an across the board ban on the sanction of connections to unauthorised buildings, asked him to consider the new proposal. The chief secretary was directed to submit his report on the proposal on the next date of hearing in Jan 2008.


The bench was hearing a petition moved by the non-governmental organisation, Karachi Helpline, against construction of an illegal structure on plot number Lee-3/26, Lea Market, Lyari.


Three additional floors were added to the building in violation of the building rules and regulations and the sanctioned plan. The KBCA and police were accused of complicity with the offending builder. The bench issued a bailable warrant for the arrest of the builder but the town police officer reported on Thursday that the builder was absconding.

The bench ordered the TPO to arrest the builder straightaway and produce him on the next date.


The KBCA deputy controller of buildings posted in Lyari at the time of gross violation of the building code in his remit submitted a statement trying to explain away his conduct. The bench brought the statement on record for consideration on the next date. Advocates Shahid Jamil Khan and Abdul Jabbar Korai appeared for the KBCA and the petitioner NGO, respectively.

(Dawn-18, 14/12/2007)

Encroachments in SITE removed

On the orders of Nazim Site Town Izhar Uddin Ahmed Khan, the encroachment around the Banaras flyover which is being built on Sharah-e-Orangi has been removed which was causing trouble and delay in the construction of said project.


In the operation, the Site Town Anti-Encroachment Cell also took part and a large number of police was also present to counter any mishap. More then 1,000 illegal shops and nearly 400 vendors and push-carts were removed from the road.


The nazim expressed a sigh of relief on the removal of the encroachments from the area and have advised the continuous removal of encroachments without any influence, so that the encroachment problem does not occur again. 


MALIR TOWN: On the instruction of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, Sharafat Ali has taken over the position of Acting Town Nazim of Malir town, a press release said on Wednesday.

The acting nazim said that they are carrying out uplift projects in all parts of the town without any discrimination.

This he said while inspecting the UC-4 Nazim Abdul Khaliq, the ongoing water supply projects at Khokhrapar. He also visited Muzaffarabad, Indus Mehran, D-Area, H-Area, E-Area and G-Area to inspect development projects. 

LIAQUATABAD TOWN: Town Council on Wednesday gave approval to award the contract for lifting of offals to M/s A.K.Associates Engineering. 

Under the contract, the town will be provided with two loaders on each of the three days of Eid-ul-Azha, 10 dumpers on the first and second day and eight dumpers on the third day. Besides, 50 Suzukis will be provided on the first and second day of Eid-ul-Azha and 28 on the third day. 


Town Nazim Osama Qadri also attended the meeting and while addressing the council members after the session apprised in detail about the emergency measures taken for lifting of offal and its transportation to dumping grounds. Besides Eid-ul-Azha, he also referred to approaching Christmas and issued orders for cleanliness and lighting arrangements around churches. 

He pointed out that in connection with Muharram-ul-Haram later, he will himself visit all the imambargahs along with the naib nazim and town officials and get problems of their managements redressed.


SHAH FAISAL TOWN: A network of parks will be laid in all the union councils (UCs) of the town to provide healthy environment to the people, said acting Shah Faisal Town Nazim, Karimuddin.

He said that besides construction of model family parks, the town infrastructure is also being strengthened. He stated this while inaugurating Shahab Shaheed Family Park in UC 2 Shah Faisal Colony number 5. He announced that similar parks in the town will also be renovated and upgraded and brought at par with model parks.


Karimuddin directed the town’s parks department to carry out construction and renovation of all the parks in consultation with the public.

(The News-19, 20/12/2007)
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