Lyari Expressway delayed due to encroachments

The largest project undertaken with the purpose of easing traffic congestion in Karachi, the Lyari Expressway, has been delayed for another six months as the government has issued new directives that an anti-encroachment operation be carried out immediately near the expressway.


A decision to this effect was made at a meeting held to review the progress of this project under the chairmanship of DCO Karachi, Javed Hanif, at his office on Thursday.


Hanif and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal have issued directives to remove all encroachments on this expressway. The officials who attended the meeting apprised the DCO that 99 per cent of encroachments have been removed so far while others remain as their cases are pending in courts.


The biggest hurdles with regard to the northern end of the expressway are grave yards and a mosque.


The Lyari Expressway has a number of bottlenecks as well as political hurdles and it is expected that this project will be affected by obstacles of a political nature due to the upcoming general elections. It is unlikely that the government will risk putting voters through any inconvenience at this point.


According to officials, once the southern part of the Lyari Expressway is complete, it will help reduce traffic congestion in the city and will cater to 50,000 vehicles per day. 


Project Director, Lyari Expressway, Barakzai while talking to The News said that the tentative date given for the completion of the project is September 30 but this, it seems, will be hard to meet considering the encroachment removal operation. However, officials claim that they will try to achieve the target that has been set for them.


The starting point of this expressway is Sohrab Goth and it ends at Mauripur Road. This 16.5-km-long expressway will have two traffic lanes. There will be two intersections, one at Civic Centre or Sir Shah Suleman Road, whereas the second intersection will be at Manghopir Road.


Once this project is complete, residents of areas such as New Karachi, North Naimabad, Maymar, F.B. Area, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Gulistan-e-Jauhar will take significantly less time to reach different destinations, without risking traffic hazards.


Replying to a question, Barakzai said that heavy traffic will be discouraged on this Expressway and a heavy toll will be imposed on such vehicles (Rs500 per vehicle). The Lyari Expressway starts from Sohrab Goth interchange and stretches up to Mauripur Road. It will have a speed limit of 80km/h.


There are about four interchanges and 16 flyovers on both sides. Furthermore, two bridges pass over nullahs. The length of the project is 38.75km. This includes bridges, ramps and a service road along the Expressway.


There are a number of encroachments along the passage of Lyari Expressway and those that have been removed include the Habib Textile Mill, Manghopir, Teen Hatti (upstream) and Sindhi Hotel (down stream). There are a total of 44m with 25m available.


The encroachments include those at Sir Shah Suleman upstream, Masjid-e-Quba Road and Rashid Minhas Road (upstream). Other encroachments such as the one at Sir Shah Suleman (upstream) also remain. 


According to those involved in the project, impediments in the completion of this project include unnecessary disruption by the police, non-approval of borrowed areas by the mining department, non clearance of left over encroachments as well as areas being handed over for work in bits and pieces.


Furthermore, the Lyari Expressway is a project funded by the federal government and President Gen. Pervez Musharraf is taking a personal interest in its completion. The inhabitants on both sides of the project have been provided with alternate plots. The Lyari Development Authority has also allocated residential towns all along this project to facilitate those people who had to move due to this project.


Moreover, the project will be completed by the Frontier Works Organisation which also completed the Clifton underpass. Provided that this project continues to receive funding, it is expected to reach completion by the end of this year. 


Officials provided details of handed over area and progress achieved till March 2006. According to these, 71 per cent of the area can be regarded as handed-over area while the total progress in handed-over areas is 65 per cent.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 20/07/2007)
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Delays in Lyari Expressway

THE inordinate delay in the functioning of the Lyari Expressway in Karachi should serve as a lesson for any future development project. The most important thing to take into account is that all stakeholders’ issues are addressed, which was clearly not the case when the Lyari Expressway was begun. The issue of resettlement of the families who would be affected by the construction of the expressway is still a thorny problem, with the construction of one track being delayed because families refuse to vacate. The expressway is already two years behind schedule, and the more it is delayed, the costs incurred also increase. One report in Saturday’s paper estimates that the project’s cost has gone from Rs5.1bn to over Rs7.5bn. This does not include the resettlement cost of the affected families which is Rs4bn. The south-bound track of the bypass is about 80 per cent complete while the northern track is 60 per cent complete. Authorities hope to complete the south-bound track in the next few months so that it can be made functional. Let us hope that work can be expedited but at the same time, one should ensure that there is no room for errors as far as safety is concerned.

As for the removal of the houses and families which is being cited as the reason for the delay in the construction of the north-bound track, it is important to find ways to resolve this issue. Hopefully lessons have been learnt from the human misery that earlier demolitions and forced evictions created for the sake of this expressway. There is a political aspect to the evictions in that leaders do not want to upset their vote bank, but that cannot be allowed to delay a project, however flawed it was when initially designed. Authorities will have to find ways to address all issues in an amicable manner.

(Dawn-7, 22/10/2007)
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