Nature's shock and awe
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Karachiites are strong people. They have the emotional and psychological faculties to deal with any kind of trauma and go on with day-to-day life regardless. Which is why hearing frightening death counts of well over 200 people dead caused by about 45 minutes of rain doesn't faze them. They wake up the next day and function normally; after all, whenever it rains, Karachiites assume that there will be disasters.  And with the weather changes and rain pouring harder and faster every year, human misery is compounded as houses cave in, billboards blow down, sewers flood over and live wires menace the population. 
While traffic jams caused by flooding roads and death by electrocution are rain related occurrences Karachiites are used to dealing with, poor city planning and negligence on behalf of the authorities. Poor planning is a year round problem but it is during rains that it makes national headlines because of the number of deaths being unprepared causes. This became glaringly obvious on June 23, 2007,when a short but violent spell of rain left the city in shambles. 

Kolachi looks at back at this fateful week and gleans what we can learn from it. 

  

Global warning 

Climate change is nothing new. Al Gore saw it coming a long time ago. He paid attention to all the scientists the rest of the politicians scoffed at; needless to say they were on the right track. Human practices which result in carbon dioxide and other harmful gases and fumes being emitted into the atmosphere envelop the earth and keep heat locked around the earth. The warning on global warming came a long time ago and Karachi is one part of the world bearing its brunt. One of the signs of global warming was the intensification of the Indian monsoon. And Cyclone Yemyin was just one of the many that may potentially strike Pakistan's coast in times to come. 

  

Death by hoardings 

While the 17,000 or so billboards, many lit from under and above give a luminous orange tinge to the Karachi skyline, the same hoardings collapsed and flew off building tops on June 23 due to [image: image4.jpg]


the strong gusts of wind. They caused many deaths and even more injuries. What was safe for Karachi without rain can no longer be the security standard for a city which will see heavy rains in years to come. 
The city government is changing tack. The CDGK (City District Government Karachi) had begun a campaign against oversized hoardings at the President's behest a couple of years ago. It removed several hoardings from areas under it's jurisdiction, and also banned hoardings for a year; CDGK eventually broke under pressure from advertisers and allowed many hoardings to go up. 
CDGK argues that it only controls 34 percent of the city and could not remove hoardings from areas that were not under its jurisdiction. This is a valid point. The result can be seen in the blame game played by the different authorities after the fallout from rains. It is important that all authorities reach a consensus on this issue. Although currently hoardings all over the city are being removed, incidents such as this make clear that most of these are not installed properly and do not follow any safety laws. And if they do, then safety laws need to be amended keeping in mind Karachi's new weather patterns. 

  

Live wire lunacy 

It is ironic that in a city that suffers frequent and long drawn power breakdowns, death by electrocution is very much a part of the Karachi rain package. The live wires that caused several deaths at the beginning of this year's monsoon as they do every year cannot be blamed on the storm alone. One can see these sparking cables swinging merrily off poles and trees even on days the city hasn't seen a rainstorm. As these live wires can be dealt with during dry weather, and our monsoon season is just around the corner, one has to wonder why measures haven't been taken to remove or repair them.  
These broken cables also added to the number of long power outages in different areas of the city. As always KESC played hide and more hide with all its consumers by not answering it's complaint telephone numbers. Karachiites protested against [image: image5.jpg]


the long power failures by burning tyres, aerial firing, beating up KESC employees and torching KESC vehicles.  For instance, when electricity was not restored in Federal B Area for over a day after the storm, protestors held KESC employees hostage in their vehicle by surrounding it and pelting it with stones. 
In the true Karachi style of pointing fingers though, KESC blamed WAPDA for not supplying it with adequate electricity. People are looking back at the time when a German gentleman Frank Scherschmidt was running the KESC ship. He pointed to problems in the system and was trying to rectify them. He was unceremoniously asked to resign and an army man, Syed Mohammad Amjad took his place. Mohammed Amjad was previously managing director for Fauji Foundation, leaving many to wonder what he knew about running electricity supplying companies. The distribution network of KESC is in such a sorry state that a technical man is needed. KESC needs Mr Fix It, not a manager. 
KESC has also said that it doesn't know how long it will take to fix problem areas, further aggravating people. Meanwhile, the MQM is calling for the renationalization of the KESC. And after the rains, we can look forward to more vehicles being torched by angry mobs who can't get a good night's sleep at home. 

  

Traffic horror 

While the hoardings swirled along with the cyclonic wind pressure and live wires sang sparkling songs of death, Karachi roads caved in because of the poor drainage system.  Some of Karachi transit's busiest arteries were jammed to such an extent that at some places people had to abandon their vehicles on the roads in order to get to their homes. 
Karachi's main artery, Shahrah e Faisal remained severely hampered for hours during and after rain due to the uprooting of several billboards. Hundreds of commuters were reported to be stranded here for several hours. Traffic in Sindhi Muslim Housing Society too remained jammed for hours when the roads were flooded with vehicles. Similarly the already congested route from Jauhar Mor to Jauhar Chowrangi too was blocked as the roads that were dug up long ago were not repaired as yet.  
Though the Traffic Police authorities had assured of round the clock help through their helpline 915, citizens complained that neither could the helpline be reached nor were there any policemen to help ease the traffic situation at certain places. [image: image6.jpg]


The traffic signals had shut down because of the power outage and hundreds of people on motorcycles, cars and buses remained helplessly stranded on the roads. 
One of the most horrific consequences of the gridlocks the city often faces and increasingly so when it rains, is the death of Asif Ali.Asif, 35,had gotten struck by a billboard when the storm hit Karachi and was immediately taken to a nearby hospital where he was advised to be taken to the JPMC.Due to the horrible condition of the roads and traffic jams caused by the rain, Asif had to be taken to the Aga Khan University Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. This single incident leads to the question of whether many lives could have been saved on that fateful day had the roads been clear, and the traffic been managed properly. 

  

Sewage system down the drain 

With the accumulation of water on roads, the recent rains have once again raised several questions regarding the water drainage and sewerage systems in the city. 

This flooding was more apparent in the low-lying residential localities, especially those located near the banks of Malir, Lyari, and Korangi rivers. 
City Nazim Mustafa Kamal while elaborating on the efficient drain storm water plans had claimed that "the citizens would not suffer during rains but would enjoy it." The citizens 'enjoyed' themselves by nearly drowning, and towing up their vehicles that had stalled in the standing water on the roads. 

It is worth mentioning here that though rains during these months in Karachi are never unexpected,every year the government fails to cope up with the disasters created by rains. This year too, the cleaning of the nullah and drains only began when the monsoons were around the [image: image7.jpg]


corner. 
Till last week, city's newly created municipal services department had cleaned just one of the seven major drains, while work on one other was under way. According to official sources, 85 per cent of the Nehr-i-Khayam had been de-silted while the cleaning of the Manzoor Colony nullah was estimated to be completed by the two to three weeks. This leads Karachiites to question the authorities as to why the de-silting process was initiated just when the monsoons were about to start and why not way before it? 

  

 Collapsed walls 

Over 40 percent of Karachi's population live in katchi abadis (shanty towns). Karachi is home to people from all over the country, looking for regular or seasonal employment. The people in these settlements live well below the poverty line due to the irregular nature of their occupations. More and more people come into the city, developing and extending their own little settlements, but without the means to build or live in proper houses. 

One of the biggest causes of death during the rain on June 23 was people's homes collapsing over their heads. Walls and roofs of uncemented houses collapsed as the torrential rain and gales pummelled them. Gadap, one of Karachi's towns, seems to have taken the hardest hit of all. Town Nazim Murtaza Baloch reported at least 22 people dead, 300 injured and over a 1000 collapsed houses all over the district 
Krishan Lal, who had just moved his wife and son to Karachi 10 days before the city was stormed [image: image8.jpg]


with rain, lost them both when the wall of the house hey were staying in collapsed in the rain. 
Most people who settle in these shanty towns aim to make enough money to at least build their walls and roofs in concrete to have a safer place to live in, many of these people died because the city cannot house the constantly increasing migrant population of Karachi and they are forced to live in makeshift, katcha houses. 

A moderate sized medical relief camp has been set up for the people of Gadap and compensation of 50,000 rupees has been offered for each victim of house collapse. 

  

The suffering of the coastal areas 

The dreaded cyclone Yemyin hit the Balochistan coast on Tuesday morning. The prediction of the cyclone by the Met office had already put the people along the Balochistan coast on high alert and many had fled with their possessions loaded onto camels and cars to Koh-e-Batil, the highest hill and breakwater at the Gwadar Deep-sea Port. 
The heavy rains that lashed the coast as the cyclone subsided, and the resultant high tides and floods caused the death of at least 27 people and left around 200 injured, according to the authorities.Unofficially,the number of deaths has risen to a 100. The rains also cost Balochistan heavy damage to its roads and highways. Seasonal rivers in the Makran region flooded, destroying hundreds of mud houses all over the area. 
Thousands of people were provided with food and shelter at school and college buildings while others were provided with tents. Nazims were requested to extend help and relief to areas which were otherwise impossible to reach. 

Most coastal cities have underwater walls built in the sea, which help curb the pressure of the tide. The Arabian Sea in Pakistan has no such walls. Although the Balochistan coast was prewarned of the cyclone and had prepared for it as best as it could, Karachi generally is ill-equipped to deal with rain and with the start of this newly intense monsoon season, the city is already rolling over and playing dead. 

(News 
01/07/2007)

Monsoon surprise

It's called monsoon season for a perfectly good reason. It happens every year at approximately the same time, hence 'season'. So why is it that every summer the city government of Karachi proves itself to be devastatingly incompetent at handling the inflow of rain? Every year, without fail, city officials feign shock and horror over the flooding of streets, the destruction of houses, electricity cuts, and the symphony of gastrointestinal disease cases crowding the hospitals. It's called monsoon season, not 'monsoon surprise'. 


Our ancestors, the founders of the Indus Civilization who managed to invent and build a functioning sewage and drain system light years before their time, must be rolling in their graves. You could count the number of drains built in Karachi on one hand. The number of malls and designer parking lots, however, would require both hands and feet and then some. You can't stop the city government of Karachi from building hotels or sky scrapers, just try. Karachi is home to 'Asia's largest bank building', 'Asia's largest wedding souk/hotel', and 'Asia's largest fountain' (modeled after Lake Geneva's, naturally). But drains? Weather resistant roofs? Stable housing for the poor? No. We don't have time for such frivolous construction. 


Last year the foreign designed underpass was filled to the brim with water and firefighters spent the better part of two months slowly and laboriously chucking the underpass's water into neighboring lanes, which in time had to be sucked up and dumped god knows where. This year, thanks to a pre-monsoon cyclone, the damage has been more severe. 


I received emails from friends living abroad "The news is so depressing, are you ok?" I was ashamed to even answer back. Of course I was ok, I'm always ok. Those of us who live in good areas near fast food outlets and embassies are always fine; we're only slightly disturbed by monsoon season, if at all. As with any disaster or calamity, it is always the poor who are the hardest hit. The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) estimates that 266 fishermen disappeared around the southern coastal belt and that upwards of 500 boats were destroyed, ruining the livelihood of countless fishermen. Twenty thousand houses around the coastal belt have been damaged by the incoming rains along with an approximate 100 beetle leave farms and another hundred poultry farms. The fishing town of Gadap, for one, has been decimated by the rain, with more than 800 collapsed houses and many of their residents having lost their lives. In Balochistan alone 250,000 people have been rendered homeless in this past week. The death toll has been placed upwards of 250 with scores more injured and destitute. Relegated to the fringes of our city, the residents of katchi abadis have been dutifully ignored since the rains started last week. Living in substandard housing -- sometimes just sheets of fabric supported by two sturdy sticks and often situated near open sewers -- the residents of Katchi Abadis have had to clean their own streets and shelter themselves from the monsoon onslaught. There will be no help for them. 


In fact the very notion of pre-disaster safety and post-disaster relief seems utterly alien to the city government. These concepts are not just alien, they are systematically ignored. Most, if not all, of the disaster relief being carried out for the thousands of rain affected survivors comes from organizations such as the Edhi Foundation. And it always has. Remember that. 


But wait, the litany of rain related destruction continues -- keep an eye out for the city government's negligence, it's everywhere. Forty thousand phone lines went dead. Around one hundred billboards and their hoardings collapsed around the city. Was the problem that the billboards were shoddily built, you ask? Not at all. The chief minister of Sindh has a very good explanation for why those billboards fell to the ground, swatting pedestrians and causing grave damage, and it has nothing to do with their construction. According to Dr Arbab the billboards collapsed because they bore the images of "half-naked women" on them and were ruefully not designed in accordance with shariah law. Under this woefully misguided logic "half-naked women" will soon start to spontaneously combust and the pages of magazines will magically disintegrate. Unfortunately, it's got nothing to do with "half-naked women" and/or Pepsi ads. The problem is, according to the NGO Shehri, that 13,000 out of the city's 17,000 billboards are illegally and faultily constructed. 


The city government and Dr Arbab are responsible for the existence and regulation of those billboards, so I'd say blame falls squarely on their shoulders. 


Then the government placed ads in newspapers warning us to drink ORS to combat vomiting and diarrhea. In Pakistan, as in many countries of the developing world, diarrhea is a major killer of infants. Why? Because the poor cannot afford medicines like ORS. Pedialyte, the children's equivalent of ORS, costs Rs45 and has to be administered immediately or refrigerated, something the mass of people in Pakistan cannot afford or keep. KESC, possibly -- no, certainly -- the most criminal corporation I have ever had the displeasure of encountering, has made sure that electricity is a luxury, not a basic right. Prior to monsoon season the bulk of Karachi's residents are kept quite literally in the dark. While parks such as the sprawling Bin Qasim Park are wastefully lit twenty four hours a day, the poor of Karachi go 20 hours a day without electricity (and running water) and when monsoon season hits those four precious hours are swiftly cut by the evil masterminds running KESC. 


KESC outlets and vans in Federal B area, Saddar, Lal Khoti, Jamshed Town and many more places have been attacked and set on fire in the past week. Their supreme ineptitude is grounds not only for arson, but also for legal proceedings at the highest level. 


What a marvelous people this country is blessed with -- they live without basic necessities such as drinking water and electricity for days at end, having to care for children they cannot pay to feed or clothe, and yet day after day they toil to keep this ungrateful city functioning smoothly in low paying, low respect menial jobs. 


They drive our cars and sweep our streets, mind our stores and run our offices. And then the advent of something as manageable as a yearly rainy season destroys what four walls they call home and lays their young down with unaffordable, but completely treatable, diseases. And yet they persevere, they have no choice but to labour on. What a pitiful government they have to look after them.

(By Fatima Bhutto, The News-6, 01/07/2007)
Signal-free corridor also drainage-free

Gujar Nullah overflowed its banks due to heavy rainfall in the city on Saturday and sewage had accumulated in the Liaquatabad underpass to a depth of six to seven feet. The motors of the pump at the underpass, meant to combat the accumulation, went out of order attempting to pump out the water which was mixed with sludge.


This was disclosed to The News by the Town Nazim, Liaquatabad Usama Qadri. He said water, however, was being pumped out which would take some time. 

He said hopefully by Saturday night the water would be drained out to a considerable extent.


Due to the motors of the equipment used to pump out water going out of order, the water accumulation situation has become to be very serious.


The DCO, Karachi, Javed Hanif, along with his staff, rushed to the scene and took serious note of this incident and asked the city government and the town Nazim’s staff to drain out the water on a war footing by working day and night.

He also rushed to the Lyari river which has already overflowed its banks and the city government and town Nazim are keeping a close watch on the situation.


The DCO was not available on telephone for further details.


There are reports that vehicular traffic has come to a grinding halt as water has also accumulated under both the Nazimabad and Ghareebabad underpasses.

The three underpasses make up the signal-free corridor, which was blocked after the rains. 


The worst reports of traffic jams were reported at this passage. At one point, there was no traffic police to divert the traffic and people were facing problems going to National Stadium as well as Gulshan-e-Iqbal.

The people going to Karachi airport are also confronted with serious problems.

The city Nazim has, time and again, admitted that there is a technical flaw in the underpasses, which would be removed.


The Gujjar Nullah is 20 to 30 feet wide and is encroached on both sides by Katchee Abadi. Consequently, the breadth of the Nullah has shrunk to seven-to-eight feet.


There are, in all, seven such storm water channels to be cleared and in this rainy season they are overflowing.

It may be noted an emergency has been declared in all towns and round the clock emergency centres are supposed to be working. Yet garbage along with sewerage water can be witnessed in all the Towns. 


The Manzoor Colony Nullah has just been cleared by the city government and 2,000 truckloads of sludge was lifted from it.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 01/07/2007)
Why weren’t we told the Hub Dam could flood, say stranded people:
Hub Canal overflows into towns, hundreds stuck


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has started repairing three damaged portions of the 450-feet-long Hub Canal that developed Saturday breaches measuring 250, 150 and 50 feet as a result of floodwater flowing down from the hills near the Northern Bypass. 


KWSB Additional Vice Chairman Moin Khan told Daily Times that the breaches occurred at a 16-kilometer distance from the Hub Dam on the way towards the Hub Pumping Station in front of the Northern Bypass. The Hub Canal is 29 kilometers long, of which the KWSB is responsible for 18 kilometers and WAPDA for the rest.


After the cracks developed, Surjani and New Karachi towns, Khuda ki Basti and Saiful Marri Goth were some of the areas that were flooded. Furthermore, the water has inundated the rest of the city’s storm water drains.

The stunned survivors of the flooding in Surjani Town, Khuda ki Basti and Saiful Marri Goth are wondering why no one told them that the Hub Dam and canal could overflow into their residential areas. “We were taken by surprise,” said Anukh, Parveen and Sumera, residents of Saiful Marri Goth and Khuda ki Basti, while talking to Daily Times late Saturday night. “While trying to save the children, we forgot about all our other belongings. The entire house was inundated. We were stuck in shoulder-high water for more than an hour until people threw ropes to us.” 


According to water board executive engineer Imdad Hussain Magsi, this is not the first time that there have been floods. In 2003, the monsoons had flooded Mubarak Goth and Ali Muhammad Goth. “Since Manghopir is situated at the end of a slope, it is always flooded during the monsoons,” he maintained, adding that it was a natural calamity and nobody’s fault. 


Reservoir Hub Dam Project Director Inamullah said that the water level before the monsoons was 311 feet, and it reached 329 feet Sunday night. The total capacity of the Hub Dam Reservoir is 339 feet. Water from the hills at present continues to enter the Hub Dam at a slow speed. 


Excess water from the Hub Dam, located 35 miles north of Karachi on the Hub River, is let into the Surjani Town storm water drain. The storm water drain overflowed Saturday evening, destroying more than 1,000 huts in Surjani Town, Khuda Ki Basti and Saiful Marri Goth. The Hub Canal supply to Orangi Town, Gadap Town, Baldia Town, SITE town and North Karachi has been stopped to carry out repair work. The K-III line from Dhabeji had been set up at midnight on Saturday to supply water to five towns. 


To avoid such instances in future, the KWSB is devising a plan according to which pipelines running under the canal will be laid. These will be used to transport the water coming down the hills onto the other side of the Hub Canal.


In New Karachi and Surjani Town the water level was reported five to six feet high and residents said that one man was killed and four are missing according to initial reports. The residents appeared to hold WAPDA and KWSB responsible for the flooding as they said they could have been forewarned. 

Gadap Town UC-8 Nazim Abdul Khaliq Qalandariani and social worker Rahim said that the Hub Canal was completely filled with water. If the level had been reduced earlier then the crevices would not have developed, they argued. Rahim said that a man named Izhar at the KWSB pump station in Hub was informed at 4:30 p.m. that the canal had cracked but he did not believe them. Later, the Gadap Town nazim informed the KWSB MD of this after which the water supply from the Hub Dam was closed at around 6:00 p.m. On the other hand, Izhar told Daily Times that he had told the KWSB authorities about the crevices in the canal. 


On Saturday, the 96-year-old Ali Muhammad Goth, with 450 huts and over 3,000 people, was flooded by a sudden four to five feet of water. The flood swept away two people and hundreds of cattle. More than 15 houses were lowered to the ground. All structures of the houses in the goth have weakened, which is why they will have to be re-built, the people said. They were forced to take refuge in a wedding hall nearby. 


Gul Muhammad, a resident of Ali Muhammad Goth, works as a watchman at Hamdard University. He said that the flood had swept away his cattle. He managed to save his three children. Others were not as lucky. Another resident, Mehmood, said that he saved his children but the flood took away everything else that they had. In some instances the men were not at home as in Mohammad Ramzan’s case. His six children and the women of the family were saved by neighbours. 


To make matters worse, there had been no electricity for one week, residents said. MQM MPA Muhammad Hussain did not visit the area even once, they said, bitterly adding that they expected they would at least get a gas connection when the chief minister visited. “No planning has been done for the development of the area,” they said. 


More than 250 people of Saiful Marri Goth were taken to an under-construction government dispensary in Surjani Town on Saturday night.


MQM unit in-charge for Khuda ki Basti Rasheed Ahmed Durrani said that the speed of the water was extremely fast and people could only be saved when ropes were thrown to them. Nonetheless 45-year-old Naeem died and two others were swept away. A man identified as Javed Masih was also swept away by the flood. He was stuck in the Surjani Naddi and was recovered head-down from the mud Sunday morning. Even though he is alive, he has suffered serious injuries.

(By Munawar Pirzada, Daily Times-B1, 02/07/2007)

Making life safe for the vulnerable
By Dr Noman Ahmed

FOR the past five weeks, the country has been witnessing nature’s wrath that began with flash floods in the NWFP. These later spread to the coastal regions. Hundreds have died in Karachi, Hyderabad, Kech, Jafarabad and other areas. Thousands of people have been displaced. Some have moved towards safer places after losing their houses, livelihood and domestic assets.


What has made matters worse is that the majority of the victims belong to low-income groups whose capacity to rebuild their assets is limited, especially in cases where the breadwinners have been lost to the vagaries of the weather.

Trends in environmental changes all over the world show that the real challenge before governments is to make the life and property of the vulnerable safe from the forces of nature. Some strategists have coined the term ‘disaster management’ for dealing with this scenario. A focused review informs us that this term falls short of encompassing many major issues that deserve attention.


Take settlements, their geo-physical characteristics, the threats to their existence under specific circumstances, the ability (or the lack of it) of the people to confront disasters and institutional strengths and weaknesses.


Much of the coastal belt in Balochistan and parts of Sindh face a pattern of irregular rainwater drainage and water shortage. Whereas detailed climate and ocean studies are needed to establish the causes behind weather patterns, it is obvious that rainwater recharge and drainage are not being handled efficiently. The catchments around Mirani dam, the southern parts of Badin and Thatta and the islands of Karachi form vulnerable areas where colossal damage has been inflicted on settlements following poor drainage and inundations after heavy rains.


Consolidation of coastlines through mangrove plantations, increasing vegetative cover and conserving the coastal ecology are some of the important steps that need to be taken without delay. Basic topographical studies can be used to determine strategies for water management — whether these are for dry spells or rains, including cyclonic weather. Locations where danger is imminent can also be identified. Here building and developing settlements should be prohibited — a ban that is best enforced through raising awareness and cooperative action.


Occupational hazards, especially for fishermen and boat and trawler operators, are a critical issue. Each calamity not only causes loss of lives but also of livelihood in the form of torn nets, ruined boats and damaged hardware. The fishermen community is plunged into debt. Their assets, mostly acquired on loans from informal money lenders, are more or less ruined and have very little chance of being rebuilt because of the worry of recurring mishaps.


Such communities require assistance in many areas. Insurance services should be extended on easy terms, and innovative products should be introduced to suit the requirements of these vulnerable communities. Compensation must not only be announced, it must also be implemented. Communication and life-saving services should be enhanced, and training and support from relevant organisations and institutions such as the Pakistan Navy must be facilitated.


Through cooperative effort, the relevant government bodies must warn the fishermen against moving into deep waters, before a storm strikes. There must be a routine ban on all fishing activities during periods of high calamity. Rescue posts and operations must be structured on a permanent basis in order to familiarise the concerned target groups.

The current downpours have been destroying standing crops, the sole source of subsistence for thousands of small land owners and farmers. It is less costly to take precautions than arrange for doles to those who lose their crop. These objectives can only be achieved through careful observation, suitable planning and proper implementation.
Public infrastructure worth billions of rupees has already been reported as damaged. Preliminary reconnaissance has shown sizable tracts of the Makran Coastal Highway as damaged, intercity/district link roads washed out and retaining walls that constituted local dams destroyed. Needless to say, this infrastructure was built at the expenditure of scarce national resources.It will take years, if not decades, to reconstruct the infrastructure. There cannot be a greater eye-opener than this catastrophe.


The logic of planning that determined the features of roads, highways and electricity grids, the engineering standards that formed the basis of the execution of works, and implementation must all be carefully examined to identify, and hence rectify, the faults.


One needs to admit mistakes for only then can corrective measures be taken. For instance, television reports showed that sections of the coastal highway were built without having in place provisions for flash floods. This eventually wreaked havoc and contributed significantly to the disaster. Care must be taken not to allow avoidable mistakes to turn into crimes.


A tried and tested formula for ensuring sustainable development and survival is through the mobilisation of local community resources and capacities. Half a century ago, this approach was implemented by social scientist Dr Akhter Hameed Khan in Comilla district, former East Pakistan. Conceived and applied in the disaster-prone terrains of Bengal, the model showed that through low-cost but simple techniques, far-reaching changes could be brought about in rural contexts.


The model also demonstrated that a more solid structure could be built by incorporating solutions based on local wisdom. Pakistan has seen many such experiences. Rural support programmes of various scales and profiles, microfinance outlets, private microcredit banks, donor-funded schemes, NGO-based initiatives and the like have been introduced with varying results.


One aspect appears common to all — the relatively short span of the effectiveness of the solution. Times have changed and so have realities. Monetary resources can now be mobilised in less time and with less effort than before. Technological advancements, particularly in the domain of communication, have reduced both virtual and physical distances. There is now a wealth of information that if disseminated properly can improve the basic standards of life.


The prerequisites of these steps include education, awareness and social mobilisation. Instead of increasing the number of dependent souls, policymakers must aim to reduce the role of the government from that of a direct actor to one of a useful catalyst.It is important to note that the print and electronic media are doing a commendable job of reporting on the recent weather crisis, thus not allowing the government’s hollow claims and finger-pointing to cut much ice with the public. The media can do a greater service by providing moral support to public-spirited individuals and institutions that are trying to mobilise community action in different parts of the country, especially in vulnerable locations.

There are many success stories from across the world which can be communicated to motivate the masses. The appropriate efforts of local bodies, the NGOs and community action groups can be broadcast as a crucial means of support.


For getting input, conducting basic documentation, evolving networks of community action groups and interacting with the corporate and private sector, locality resource centres may be formed. These low-cost, low-profile institutions have proven effective in many parts of Pakistan. Without relying on the support of donor agencies, indigenous responses in vulnerable areas can be evolved.


The present disaster must be taken as a final wake-up call. Each year, poverty-stricken communities suffer a ruthless face at the hands of nature. The lessons of this should not be allowed to fade away from the vision of policymakers, who, it seems, have already forgotten the catastrophic earthquake of Oct 8, 2005.

(By Dr Noman Ahmed, Dawn-6, 03/07/2007)

For better sanitary conditions


THERE are quite a few lessons to learn from a training workshop on sanitation held recently in Islamabad. About 50 community activists of the Rural Support Programme came together to attend a workshop on how to mobilise people into improving sanitary conditions in and around their homes. This was not a run-of-the-mill workshop in which various speakers expounded on the importance of sanitation or the dangers of defecating in the open. Instead these things were explained and the participants were shown how they could improve their lives by, for example, building their own toilets in less than two hours. A female community activist shared her experience of going door to door in her village and explaining to women the dangers of using open spaces as toilets. She said that in 20 days all the households in her village had built their own toilets, primarily because once they understood that they were ingesting other peoples’ waste, they immediately took into action. This method of motivating people to improve their lives is an example that must be emulated in other parts of the country. Such community activism needs to be encouraged by other NGOs.


It is tragic that the government has all but absolved itself of providing basic facilities like clean drinking water and a good hygienic environment. It is disgraceful that in this day and age people should use open spaces near their homes as toilets. The government last year sponsored an ‘open defecation-free environment’ scheme to teach people the dangers of relieving themselves in the open, both from a health and an environmental point of view. It will be interesting to see what comes out of this scheme provided it is pursued with the involvement of the community in different parts of the country.

(Dawn-7, 03/07/2007)

Seven die in rain-related incidents

280 Sindh villages inundated

SUKKUR/JAMSHORO: Floodwater entered Qubo Saeed Khan, near Qamber-Shahdadkot, on Monday, rendering more than 50,000 people homeless, while over 10,000 were stranded.

At least seven people died, including two of snake-bite in the flood-affected parts of the Larakan district, as more rain and floodwater coming Balochistan wrought havoc in Sindh.

Four people were swept away by floods in Dadu and Jamshoro districts on Monday, while 30 more villages were inundated in Fareedabad of Kachho in Taluka Johi. The dead were 18-year-old Ezat Khoso and 20-year-old Ali Gul, who died in village Gocho near Manjhand Taluka of the Jamshoro district, a fisherman, Samano Mallah, who died in Manchar lake, and Sojhero Machi, a resident of Moul of Taluka Thana Bula Khan.


Because of the floodwater breaches occurred at seven spots in the FP Bund and the water gushing from these inundated over 250 villages in three union councils of Qubo Saeed Khan. Thousands affected people from Balochistan border areas and flood-stricken people in Sindh are migrating to Shahdadkot, Qambar and Larkana towns.


The affected people were lying under the open sky on roads and embankments of the canals, without food and water. Many of the flood victims were suffering from gastroenteritis, diarrhoea and malaria and being provided medical aid at the camps established by the Army, Rangers and the civil administration.


Four to six feet deep water had accumulated in Qubo Saeed Khan, and people were facing acute shortage of food and water. Besides this, paddy seedlings and cattle-heads have been flushed away with the strong current of water.


Army personnel with 12 motorboats reached the spot and immediately started rescue operation. The armed forces have rescued more than 78 people including women and children from the affected villages of Qubo Saeed Khan so far.


Thirty more villages near Fareedabad of Kachho Taluka were inundated in floodwater, coming from Balochistan. It is apprehended that owing to huge upsurge in the area, the floodwater might enter the Fareedabad city. There is also strong pressure on Mach Ki Bund of the Flood Protection Bund (FP).


Fareedabad and Khan Jo Goth union council Nazims told newsmen that the Dadu district administration did nothing for rescuing the people. They complained of shortage of food in the area.


Sources said the prime minister took serious notice of the flood situation in Kachho and on his orders Water and Power Minister Liaquat Ali Jatoi visited the sensitive points of the FP Bund in Qamber-Shahadadkot and Dadu districts and the MNV drain.


On the other hand, the flow of floodwater from Balochistan in Nai Gaj, Nai Angnaie, Nai Nali, Nai Soul, Nai Taki, Nai Naeng increased on Monday, putting even more pressure on the FP Bund near Kachho. All these streams discharge in the Manchar lake, where the water level has reached very high and increasing hour by hour.


Muhammad Ali Memon, who works for the World Health Organisation (WHO) at the Manchar told The News that the WHO office is being shifted from Boobak, because the Manchar lake could overflow any time and wash away the nearby town of Boobak.


Fisher Folk Forum’s President Ghulam Mustafa Mirani also said although all the spillways of the Manchar lake have been opened to drain out floodwater into the Indus river, the water level is increasing in the lake as Nai Gaj’s discharge is creating a dangerous situation.


However, Muhammad Yousuf Memon, Executive engineer of the Irrigation department, told The News at the moment the Manchar lake’s level is out of danger. “To maintain the water below the danger level in the Manchar lake, about 1,800 cusecs are being released into the Indus river,” he added.


Many complaints were made to newsmen on their visits to various sensitive places and villages of Kachho and Manchar that no rescue or relief camps have been established in those areas. 


The cellphones of Dadu DCO Aijaz Mangi and Superintendent Engineer (SE) Irrigation in Dadu Aalam Khoso were turned off, therefore, no information regarding their efforts for the flood victims could be obtained while there was also no call back despite repeated calls by this correspondent at DCO House Dadu.


According to the relief commissioner Sindh Anwar Haider, some 103 people have lost their lives in Sindh, while drowning in the floodwater and electrocuting, from June 22 to July 1. According to him, out of 103, 89 persons lost their lives in Karachi, 4 in Thatta, 2 in Tharparkar, 3 in Hyderabad, 4 in Dadu and 1 in Mirpurkhas.


Adeel Pathan adds from Hyderabad: The city and its adjoining areas on Monday night received moderate rainfall, while the Met Office had forecast more and heavy rainfall on Tuesday.

The city received rainfall at 10 pm that continued for half an hour but light downpour with lightning continued till our going to the press. Temperature had earlier soared to 41 degrees Celsius. Some areas plunged into darkness with the first drop of rain lashing the city and adjoining areas and reports spoke of death of a child in Tandojam due to electrocution.

(By Waseem Shamsi & Riaz Qadir Narejo, The News-1, 03/07/2007)
Nazim asks federal govt for ‘integrated storm water drain system’

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has requested the federal government to devise an “integrated storm water drain system” for the whole of Karachi.

He said this system is badly needed for the metropolis and this has to be implemented once and for all. He said this while taking exclusively to The News on Monday. “The city government has floated a special request to the federal government and hopefully this new scheme of storm water drain will be accepted,” he said and added that if this huge project is implemented it would benefit the citizens for centuries to come.


Replying to a question, Kamal said it would be premature to say anything about the amount that would be required for the project until the federal government gives a green signal. The city Nazim said it’s high time that a comprehensive storm water drain system be introduced, which covers every nook and corner, to rid the city and its roads of the scourge of accumulated water, rain or otherwise, which has bedeviled the metropolis.

He said all the city roads are inundated due to the lack of a proper storm water drain system and an integrated system needs to be evolved for the drainage of the rain water.

He said that I.I. Chundrigar Road had Nullahs just opposite the HBL Plaza, but they were closed due to the negligence of the officials of the previous governments. He said all the major roads of the city can be found in a similar position and the citizens are bearing the brunt of this.


He said the city government has constructed a storm water drain at Bath Island in Clifton and no stagnant water was found in Clifton during the current rain. He said the Nahar-e-Khayam was blocked due to encroachments, however the city government removed all the encroachments and constructed storm water drains there. As the result, the rain water of the recent downpours passed through these drains smoothly ensuring that the roads were clear.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 03/07/2007)
More bodies expected as water dries


KARACHI: As ten more bodies of people killed in the rains in the city were registered Monday, Rizan Edhi warned that as the water dried up they expected more to surface.

“Our rescue work continues,” he said while talking to Daily Times. “And we have found many bodies from different areas of Sindh and Balochistan but the toll could rise.” 


Forty-four-year-old Umer Rahman’s body was taken to the Edhi Morgue on Monday from the Hub Dam River. According to the authorities there, Rahman had gone there for a picnic along with his family from Block F in North Nazimabad last Saturday. He drowned there with his eight-year-old son identified as Ejaz. The child’s body has yet to be found. 


A relative of Umer Rahman, Abdul Rasheed, told the police that they had decided to picnic that Saturday as the weather had been good. “We went to Hub and bathed in the dam when suddenly the weather turned stormy,” said his statement to the police. “Ejaz started drowning so his father, Umer, tried to rescue him. We had no idea that our picnic would turn into such a tragedy.”


The Maripur police said Monday they recovered the body of a man identified as 27-year-old Ashraf from the stagnant water near Musharraf Colony. Ashraf, a resident of Lyari, had gone to Musharraf Colony to meet some relatives. 


Also, the three-day-old unidentified body of a 40-year-old man was taken to the Edhi Morgue from Block-19 of Roshan Bagh in the jurisdiction of the Samanabad police station. 


The bodies of five people who died in the rain were also reported but they were taken away by their families before the police could register them. Of these five people, two bodies identified as forty-year-old Aun Afsar and ten-year-old Noman were found from the nullah located near the Mewa Shah Graveyard. 


There were also reports that an unidentified nine-year-old child’s body was recovered from a drain near Qaidabad. Eighteen-year-old Asghar’s body was found near the Pakistan Quarters area in Garden.


An unidentified and decomposed body was also found from Mubarak Goth and two unidentified bodies were found from Hawkes Bay off Maripur Road and the Northern Bypass. In addition to this, five bodies were taken to the Edhi Morgue from different areas of Balochistan.

(Daily Times-B1, 03/07/2007)

Khuda Ki Basti: surviving with God’s grace

Among other devastations caused by the flooding of Hub Canal, the only road connecting the inhabitants of Taiser Town to the rest of the city remained inaccessible and inundated with flood water over the weekend.

The residents of Taiser Town and its adjoining localities in Gadap Town said that owing to gushing rainwater in the area connecting to Surjani Town, they were virtually cut off from rest of the city. The area is situated 45 kilometres away from the city and at least 45 minutes away from the Northern Bypass. 


Although a spokesman for the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board claimed on Monday that repair work of the Hub Canal is underway on an urgent basis and will be completed by the coming Thursday, the Met Office has forecast heavy rains in the region in the next two to three days. Thus, the survival of already-affected residents of Taiser Town will remain under serious threat. 


Furthermore, the concerned quarters among the dwellers of Gadap and Surjani Towns said that another spell of heavy rain in the city and adjoining areas would cause further wreckage in their residential settlements.


Residents of Khuda Ki Basti, Sector 34, Scheme 45, Taiser Town, said on Monday that a concrete bridge must be constructed from Abdullah Mor to Rozi Mor to avoid mishaps such as the ones witnessed on Saturday last.


According to tailor and social worker, Haji Saleem Khan, 40, all of Taiser Town relies on this particular road as there is no other route. Since the road is below ground level, locals face the same situation during the rainy season each year. Subsequently, people are forced to use ropes to walk across roads. 


Moreover, this year’s rains have created chaos everywhere however under privileged areas are the worst affected. These disasters occurred due to an absence of planning and a lack of coordination in the concerned departments. 


Khan, resident of Union Council 5 of Gadap Town, further said that these problems have existed for several years, but remain unresolved to date.


Numerous people come to Khuda Ki Basti and Lyari Express Resettlement project to earn their livelihood and on the said day all of them got stuck here and were unable to return home, stated another resident of the Khuda Ki Basti, Habib-ur-Rehman.


He added that the road remained blocked from 5.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. and people were waiting till morning on both sides of the flooded road in order to cross it safely. He further stated that the ‘dumpers mafia’ had blocked one end of the storm drain water, which was one of the main reasons why rainwater seeped into their colony and across both sides of the canal.


Moreover, Rehman stated that the residents received no support from the government nor the local town administration which can easily uproot the mafia responsible for spreading debris in these areas.

A resident of New Karachi and owner of a makeshift pan shop, Saleem said that he, along with countless others, was unable to go back home till the next day. Two local casualties added to the fears of residents.


According to area residents, Naeem Chacha, (retd) Army officer and father of five children met with a fatal accident that night. While trying to cross the road flooded with water, he slipped and fell into the canal, stated an eye witness, Salman.


Furthermore, another resident, Ghulam Haider said that the storm water drain has only been partially constructed and a major part of it remains incomplete.

He added that a number of walls and roofs caved in when flood water entered the colony.


Goth Safal Muree consists of the Christian community that resides on the other side of the canal. Their houses, constructed without necessary safety measures, were also damaged in large numbers.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-19, 04/07/2007)
A task far from accomplished

It has been over two weeks since the rains wreaked havoc in Karachi but more than 500 residents of Ali Muhammad Goth in Gadap Town wait for relief from the Sindh government and town administration, along the Lyari riverbed in Surjani Town.


Residents of the area said the government distributed relief goods, food and temporary sheds in different Goths of the town, scattered along the Lyari riverbed but the inhabitants of Ali Muhammad Goth failed to attract the authorities’ attention.


“Some officials from the Sindh Board of Revenue visited us and asked to compile a list of displaced people but they never turned up,” said Syed Bilal, the Pesh Imam of Jamia Masjid Saeeda, which has given refuge to more than 150 women, children and infants since June 30.


He said the residents of Saigol Marri, Nekh Muhammad and Kher Muhammad Goths got some relief, which alleviated their misery to some extent, but the people of Ali Muhammad Goth continue to suffer.

“We arranged a one-time meal for each survivor on our own but we can’t afford anything beyond that,” he says. “We have a list of more than 400 people which is increasing with each passing day.”


He said more than 100 men leave the Goth every day to convince the authorities for the resettlement of their families but neither the town administration nor the Sindh government has paid heed to them.

(The News-19, 14/07/2007)
Forsaken but not forgotten

The residents of Soofia Goth, which is situated further than the North Karachi Industrial Area, have been suffering, ever since the rains hit them.


Soofia Goth, which stretches directly opposite the slightly better known Ayub Goth, is one of the most impoverished areas of Karachi. It is surprising to see that these people live in houses that are plastered and cemented. What is not surprising is the fact that their houses are small, decrepit and were completely wiped out once the rains caused a river nearby to overflow and destroy almost everything these people had. 


Sakina Bibi is one of the victims of the disastrous rains that caused a great deal of damage in Karachi, and while people in some parts of the city hoped for more showers, Sakina was frantically running around her house, trying to gather as many personal possessions as she could to save it from the gushing water. 

“My house is now just a piece of land with damaged walls. We cannot even imagine living in it anymore,” she says with a soft, helpless smile that lights up her whole face. Sadly, she seems to have accepted this as her fate. 


Sakina is a Bengali woman, with dark skin and a friendly face. She came to Karachi when she got married at 12 and since then has been living here. She has changed work many times before and is the primary breadwinner in her family. 


Working as a housemaid, she earns a measly Rs4,000 a month — a grossly inadequate amount for seven children and a lazy, unemployed husband. In addition to this, Sakina’s youngest son, Jahangir, who is only three years old, became a victim of the water that flooded her house.


“We took him to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and had his stomach pumped because he had swallowed too much water and was bloating. I was afraid that he wouldn’t live. He has been vomiting even now, and has an upset stomach,” she says, unaware of the possibility that the vomiting and diarrhea may be the symptoms of gastroenteritis which can prove to be fatal if left untreated. Still, she says, her “munna” (baby) is better now, and seems safe. 


Sakina’s house is adjacent to a ‘lake’ replete with toxic chemical wastes, dumped from the nearby factories. It has now acquired a reddish-brown colour and an extremely strong pungent odour — similar to the acrid smell of ammonia — which makes it difficult for them to breathe. But because there is a lack of awareness in this area where people are too poor to provide their children with an education, young boys are seen bathing in this lagoon of filth without realising the repercussions of doing so. 

What once used to be the boundary wall of Sakina’s house is now a rubble of cement blocks lying here and there. The palm tree that stood tall and proud outside her house has now fallen through the tin roof, lying on what used to be her bedroom floor.

“I am not the only one who has suffered. All houses in my lane have been either destroyed or flooded,” says Sakina.


The families that Sakina is talking about live next door, and even though they are small in number, they are still very hard up. Some are single mothers, dry and shriveled owing to their age and the physical labour they have to endure everyday to make ends meet. Their husbands are either jobless or have passed away. There are others whose husbands have abandoned them, leaving them to fend for themselves.


Hajira is another such woman who has been supporting her family since the last 10 years when her husband ran away with another woman. However, she just shrugs off her loss and points out that there are more pressing matters at hand, such as the damage done to her house. The furniture that belonged to Hajra is so badly damaged that it is useless now. The bed has been reduced to splinters by the water, while the moisture has destroyed other things in a matter of days. Also, the house is infested with roaches and other insects. In the sitting room, where the family usually eats and sleeps, there is still knee-deep water. 


“Most of the water has now been drained out while some of it has dried up, but on the first day of the rains, the water was neck high,” she says, her deadpan eyes showing no emotion.


Perhaps, the only people who have been unaffected by the rains are those who live upstream or on the top floor. But even then, pools of stagnant water can be seen on the streets and there is moisture-laden garbage everywhere. Thus, the entire area smells of chemicals, cow dung and rotting trash. There are flies all over the place, invading homes but the people of Soofia Goth have no money to spend on insect repellants to protect themselves from mosquitoes at night. Still, they believe there is a light at the end of the tunnel — they hope that the government will financially assist them in their hour of need.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-20, 15/07/2007)
Red Cross, UN seek $55m aid for Pakistan flood victims

GENEVA: The United Nations and the Red Cross appealed on Wednesday for 55 million dollars in emergency aid for hundreds of thousands of Pakistani flood victims, warning that an already dire situation could worsen.


Further heavy rains were expected in the southwestern regions stricken since late June, increasing the risk of new flooding, while moving flood waters in Sindh province were still causing havoc, the agencies said in statements.


Some 2.5 million people have been affected by the flooding and more than 377,000 have fled their homes in Balochistan and Sindh provinces, the United Nations humanitarian coordination office said in a situation report.

“I urge the world to respond urgently and generously to this appeal,” said United Nations emergency relief coordinator John Holmes. “If we don’t act quickly their plight is likely to deteriorate further,” he warned.


The UN appeal totals 38 million dollars in emergency aid for shelter, water, health care and food.


Meanwhile, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies more than doubled its emergency appeal to help some 360,000 of the Pakistani flood victims to 17 million dollars.


More than 67,000 homes have been destroyed in the flooding in the southwestern provinces. 


Many people are still living in makeshift camps and public buildings.

“Shelter is still a major issue,” said the Federation’s head of disaster management in Pakistan, Asar Ul Haq.


The UN said that the risk of flooding in southern plains was increasing.


Holmes told journalists that weather forecasters were also predicting above average rainfalls during the next two months in Pakistan. “The danger of flooding has by no means receded,” he added, warning that local dams were under severe strain.


Moving flood waters, fuelled by ongoing rain, were still affecting communities in Sindh, according to the Red Cross federation.

“We’re also concerned that it’s threatening new villages in the region,” said Federation coordination team leader Ian Heigh.

“The situation is improving somewhat in western Balochistan, where the waters are receding,” he added.


About 280 people have died in the floods and 217 are missing, according to official Pakistani data cited by the United Nations.


The United Nations and Red Cross appeals are closely coordinated with the Pakistani government’s own aid operations.

“They have not appealed for help but have said that help from the international community was welcome, that’s the basis on which we’ve operated,” Holmes said.

(The News-4, 19/07/2007)
88,698 homeless as flood inundates 187 Dadu villages

HYDERABAD: The administration of the floodwater affected Dadu district on Wednesday admitted that the flood has inundated 187 villages of the district so far, displacing 88,693 people homeless.


DCO Dadu’s Flood Coordination Cell Incharge Mushtaq Ahmed Ansari said 16,588 flood affected people have been provided shelter in relief camps established by the government, while 26,088 packets, including flour, rice, sugar, tea, Ghee/oil, etc have also been distributed. In all 1,500 tents and 3,000 water coolers have also been provided by the prime minister, Sindh chief minister, district Nazim, Pakistan Army and NGOs, he said.

He said 555 Degs of cooked food/rice have also been given to the displaced people. It was also stated that 5,913 houses were partially damaged while 5,404 completely destroyed. 


Also, 37 cases of snake-bite and 10,898 cases of different diseases have been treated at the medical camps established by the EDO (Health) and around 42,000 animals have also been treated for various diseases.


The Incharge Army medical teams/units Maj Dr Sharafuddin said the medical teams have treated around 5,519 patients for different diseases at the medical camps in the flood affected areas of Mehar and Khairpur Nathan Shah which includes villages Garhi, Saeedpur, Qaim Jatoi, Khan-Jo-Goth, Aalliwal, Faridabad, Andhi Miani, Lal Bux Wadha, Allano Khoso, Gozo, Mado, Bug Burira, and Qubo Qalandar.


Maj Sharaf said the cases treated are fever, ARI, skin diseases, malaria, weakness, diarrhoea, conjunctivitis, and some cases of hepatitis. He said the patients are being provided medicines. 


Meanwhile, Special Assistant to Sindh Chief Minister Murtaza Memon on Wednesday visited the flood affected areas of Khairpur Nathan Shah, Dadu district, to distribute ration packets, containing food items and other relief goods like water coolers among the flood-affected people.


Addressing the flood-affected people, he said his party leader Altaf Hussain has sent him with relief packets and a message that every worker of the MQM is with the affected people in these difficult times.

(By Adeel Pathan, The News-4, 19/07/2007)
Rs31m sewerage project in Shah Faisal Town begins


KARACHI, July 19: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has started work of laying sewerage lines costing Rs31million in Shah Faisal Town.


Town Nazim Mohammad Imran said this at a meeting held here on Thursday.

He said the people of Old Iqbalabad, Rehmanabad, Al-Hayder Society, Tandoor Colony, Azeemabad, Hayderi Goth and other areas would benefit from the project.


Naib Town Nazim Akbar Ali, TMO Syed Barkaat Ahmed Rizvi, Chief Engineer KWSB Imran Asif, Superintending Engineer KWSB Asadullah Khan, DTO Water Zafar Qadri, and UC nazims were also present.

Ghost employees

Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed has directed the town administration to take action against ghost employees.

He was chairing a meeting to review the performance of staff here on Thursday. TMO Jamshed Town Fakhr-i-Alam Rizvi, Abid Ali and all DTOs and ATOs were also present.


The nazim instructed the KWSB to point out faults in the sewerage and water lines and prepare a list of development work to be carried out in the future. He said all open manholes in the town should be covered.

The town nazim urged the staff to be punctual, adding that action would be taken against habitual latecomers.

French CG visits Lyari 

The French Consul-General in Karachi, Pierre Seillan, on Thursday visited Lyari Town and met Town Nazim Malik Mohammed Fayyaz, exchanging views on development activities and other issues.


The town nazim briefed the French diplomat about development schemes and the supply of clean drinking water, which has reached the completion phase with the cooperation of the city government.

He informed Mr Seillan about the youth of Lyari who carved out a name in football and boxing at the national and international levels and said that French footballers Thierry Henry and Zinedine Zidane are the extremely popular in Lyari.


The consul-general was informed about women’s handicraft centres, health centres and educational institutions in the town.


The nazim said the town is facing problems in the implementation of development schemes of health and education and the provision of basic facilities because of financial constraints.


Malik Fayyaz presented clothes with traditional Balochi embroidery and an ajrak to the consul general and accompanying Consul Jean-Pierre Margot as a memento of their visit.

Cleanliness work 

Korangi Town Nazim Mohammad Arif Khan, Naib Nazim Mohammad Asghar Qureshi and TMO Dr Mukhtar Palijo on Thursday visited UC-1 Bilal Colony and inspected cleanliness work there.

The nazim directed the authorities concerned to resolve the sewerage problems of Bilal Colony. He said construction of a road from Murtaza Chowk to Burhani Mosque should begin immediately.

Green belts

Landhi Town Nazim Syed Asif Hasnain on Thursday inspected the ongoing cleanliness campaign.

The nazim asked residents not to dump garbage at green belts, adding that violators would be issued notices.

(Dawn-18, 20/07/2007)

Municipal services dept to clean nullahs from now on, not KWSB

KARACHI: Nullahs around the city will now be cleaned up by the Municipal Services Department. The responsibility previously lay with the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and all resources and staff that had been deployed for the cleaning work will now be transferred to the Municipal Services Department.

This was decided in a meeting of all EDOs of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) held at the office of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal. The meeting discussed uplift projects that will be initiated in this fiscal year and also reviewed the problems and solution for problems being faced by the CDGK’s departments.


Kamal directed all EDOs and departmental heads to complete their short and long-term welfare projects within the stipulated time and take prompt steps for inter-departmental coordination.


DCO Javed Hanif Khan, MD KWSB Ghulam Arif Khan and Chief Controller Buildings Rauf Akhtar Farooqui also attended the meeting.


The EDOs also briefed the nazim about the problems faced by their respective departments.


EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam said that his department had already desilted seven big nullahs of the city with its own resources as measures were taken immediately after the rains. Kamal directed him to hire 30 more vehicles to carry out fumigation in the city in addition to the 20 vehicles already procured for the purpose. 


The city nazim instructed relevant officials to take necessary steps to ensure the availability of medicines to patients in the CDGK’s hospitals. “Only two companies used to supply medicines to the CDGK the past but now, 80 pharmaceutical companies have been registered, which may be helpful in eradicating corruption in the procurement of medicines,” he said. 


All records pertaining to medicines in the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital had been computerized so that doctors had information about the availability of required medicines prior to prescription. “All records pertaining to the land department had also been digitised to facilitate the public as earlier, citizens, particularly plot owners, had to face hardships due to improper maintenance of records,” he added. 

(Daily Times-B1, 23/07/2007)

Overflowing sewerage in parts of Gulistan-e-Jauhar

Gulistan-e-Jauhar is, without a doubt, one of the largest localities of the city that serves a commercial purpose to a large extent. Despite the fact that it generates a lot of revenue, the area remains without basic amenities for many years now.


Most roads and service lanes have been under construction for over a year, streetlights are rare as is drinking water. However, what bothers residents of the area the most is the poor system of sewerage and heavy encroachments.


The main University Road facilitates thousands of people on a regular basis but major portions remains inundated with sewer and causes traffic jams at various locations. Most people in Gulistan-e-Jauhar are living in apartments. In fact, there are many apartments with more than 500 blocks, but sewerage and water pipelines have not been laid according to the per flat ratio in the building. 


Bashir Uddin, an IT professional, said that the track from Mehekma-e-Mausamiyat (Meterological) towards Jauhar Complex is overflowing with sewerage, because of which vehicles go through the fast lane, causing prolonged traffic jams. On the other hand, the opposite track from the same place towards Nipa, is also overflowing and has blocked many drains. 


The Safoora Goth traffic junction is another place where there is a sewerage problem. Mohammad Zia, another resident, told The News that the entire area around the Safoora roundabout has been flooded with sewerage since last week. He further said that this is one of the major bus stops. Things might remain under control, he believes, if the matter is handled properly but, unfortunately, that has never been the case. 


Asim Ali said that pushcarts and vendors at main Gulistan-e-Jauhar are adding to their misery. He added that roads are under construction and work is going on at a snail’s pace. Pehlwan Goth is another junction for both private and public transport but the road is replete with potholes. Also, the lack of streetlights near Gulistan-e-Jauhar police station and Dubai House is a safety hazard for commuters.


Roadsides are often used for organising marriages and other events and late-night traffic jams are caused because of the tents and tables that are left lying about. Several residents said that insects, especially mosquitoes, flies and stray dogs are seen all over the place. 


Mohammad Hashim, a resident of Rabia City, said that the weekly Bachat Bazaars, while helpful, also make things worse because the debris and garbage left behind by vendors is never lifted by sweepers. The residents of Gulsitan-e-Jauhar have pleaded to the government to complete ongoing development work on time and asked the authorities to install streetlights in the area.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-20, 24/07/2007)
Rain casualties: CDGK, KESC issued notices on compensation plea

The Sindh High Court on Wednesday issued notices to the advocate general Sindh, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), cantonment boards and the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) on a petition filed by a local NGO, seeking compensation for the victims who died during the June 23 rain in the city owing to the collapse of billboards, falling trees and electrocution.


The court also directed the respondents to submit a report regarding the collapse of billboards in different areas of the city on the next date of hearing.


Human Safety Foundation filed a petition through its regional legal coordinator Ms Husna Baloch, praying the court to fix Rs1 million compensation for the legal heirs of each victim who died due to falling of billboards and the same amount be recovered by the government from the billboard companies concerned. 

The court was also prayed to fix Rs500,000 and Rs300,000 compensation for each victim who died due to electrocution and falling of trees, walls and houses and the same be paid by the KESC and Sindh government, respectively.


The petitioner sought declaration that billboards should not exceed 10x20 meters size as the heavy and over-sized billboards were uprooted during the storm and rain, playing a huge part in the loss of more than 230 lives and leaving over 300 people injured in the megapolis.


Petitioner’s counsel Shafqat Ali Shah Masoomi submitted in the petition that a majority of the billboards which claimed lives during the storm were located in the areas controlled by cantonment boards. He stated that according to the local NGO more than 17,000 billboards were erected in the city, of which about 13,000 were illegal and there was no criteria for installing the billboards so that they could withstand gale force winds and thunderstorms.


The SHC’s division bench comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui, after conducting preliminary hearing of the petition, issued notices to the respondents and called for their comments.


Iqbal Kazmi’s petition: The same bench issued notices to the advocate general Sindh and others on a petition filed by a local freelance journalist Syed Iqbal Kazmi, seeking protection of his family and quashment of cases against him. 


Kazmi, who is lodged in prison in connection with five cases, stated that he was facing life threats for filing a petition in the SHC regarding May 12’s violence.


Filing a petition through the superintendent jail Malir, the petitioner submitted that the police implicated him in false cases because he had threatened that he would observe hunger strike along with his family in front of the Chief Minister House until cases against the culprits involved in May 12’s mayhem were registered by the government.


Naming the home department, DSP Zahid Hussain Shah and police inspector Munir Chandio as respondents, Kazmi prayed the court to provide protection to him and his family and cases against him be quashed. 


Issuing notices to respondents the court also directed the authorities concerned to provide protection to the petitioner’s family. 


Iqbal Kazmi, who was produced handcuffed by jail authorities before the court, alleged that he was being incarcerated in solitary confinement and tortured. The court also issued direction to jail authorities that the petitioner should not be detained in solitary confinement and he may be kept with other under trial prisoners. 


The court ordered the police to remove handcuffs of the petitioner, when Senator Farooq H Naek, who was appearing in another case, informed the court about the appearance of petitioner in handcuffs.

(The News-14, 26/07/2007)
Study of storm water drain system

The city government has announced that a reputed consultant will oversee a comprehensive study of the existing storm water drainage network in the metropolis. A new system of storm water drains will also be proposed in order to ensure speedy disposal of rainwater.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that Expressions of Interest (EoI) have been invited from reputable consultancy firms in this regard and the study will begin shortly after the completion of required paperwork.

He said that this comprehensive survey of the existing storm water drainage network will be conducted using the latest GIS/satellite imaging. The study aims at suggesting ways to improve the overall system in short and medium terms.


The study will also help devise a mechanism for the removal of encroachments from the existing drainage system. Kamal told The News that he has asked the federal government to grant approval for storm water drainage system.

He said that the programme for the construction of this drainage system will be devised is such a way that it poses the least inconvenience to people and traffic in the city.

(The News-19, 28/07/2007)
Epidemics rampant in Sherpao Colony

The residents of Sherpao Colony, Landhi Town, are suffering owing to the already broken down sewerage system that was at its worst during the recent rains. The sewerage water that entered their homes and disrupted vehicular traffic is now causing epidemics. 


The sewerage system of this locality collapsed after the rains due to the overflowing of a major drain (Rehri nullah) running along Rehri Road. The nullah, say residents, has not been cleaned for the past three or so years and was completely inundated during the rains. Thus, there was no difference between the nullah and road. 


Due to the flooding, residents of Sherpao Colony as well as visitors at the Rehri Graveyard faced great difficulty. They had to walk as much as two to three kilometres in search of conveyance, since public transport buses (UTS 9 and UTS 37, F-21, W-18 and other coaches) were unable to come to this street. Residents said that the bus operators have gone on a three-week protest for the same cause in the past. Despite this, the road has not been repaired. They also said that the open manholes have caused several injuries to pedestrians and motorcyclists, besides damaging a number of four-wheelers. ‘I voluntarily inserted sticks wrapped in red cloth in it to warn passers by,” said one resident, pointing towards an open manhole. “Ankle-deep sewerage water entered our houses and our place is stinking even today,” he added. 


A student of Mumtaz Secondary School told The News that the school remained closed for as many as three days since sewerage water inundated the school. The town administration is pumping out the water by dumping it into the area which is why it continues to seep into houses. One of the residents said that the drain was cleaned some three years ago. He further said that the sewerage has dried up but many diseases are spreading in the area.


Moreover, some 10 to 15 manholes are clogged on Adamjee road in Bangali Para which has caused the overflow of sewage, leading to Hussaini Chowrangi, Sherpao Colony. A visit to the area revealed that the town staff had started cleaning the drain, besides covering the flooded Rehri road with gravel. However, they were seen dumping the filth on the Haider Shaheed Chowrangi.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 31/08/2007)
AUGUST

Seven hurt in sewer gas blast

KARACHI, Aug 1: Seven people were injured and four vehicles damaged when a sewer exploded near Cantonment Railway Station on Dawoodpota Road on Wednesday, police and witnesses said.


The SHO of the Artillery Maidan police said that the bang caused by the gases accumulated in the pipeline at around 4pm and damaged a 30-foot section of the road. No one, however, sustained fatal injuries, he added.


Witnesses said that the blast occurred in a partially opened manhole near FJ School as soon as a truck stopped over it.


Rehan Danish, a passer-by, said he saw the truck go up into the air with a loud explosion and fall back on a cab and car. “The truck hit the cab and the car with a deafening sound,” he added.


Other witnesses spoke of panic among the passers-by, saying many of them thought it was a bomb blast and ran to safety. Several cars were seen abandoned around the scene of the blast as their occupants had run away in panic. Vehicular traffic on this section of the road remained suspended until the police and Rangers personnel arrived and got the road cleared.


The seven people injured in the incident were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) where they were identified as Abdul Rehman, Noor Khan, Tufail, Hussain Qasim, Rahim Shah, Rehan and Munawwar. They were provided treatment for minor injuries.


Residents of the locality said the manhole had been emitting gases for a week or so, suggesting that the gases might have been inflammable and set off the blast after getting heated by the truck engine.

(Dawn-17, 02/08/2007)

Boom! — What was that?

At least seven people sustained injuries and several vehicles were damaged as a sewerage line burst with huge explosion under a main artery in the vicinity of Cantonment Railway Station, on Wednesday afternoon.

The explosion created serious panic among the motorists, commuters in public transport, pedestrians and prospective passengers of the railway service. The police and security agencies immediately rushed to the troubled spot and shut down commuter traffic on various roads leading to the Cantonment Station.


Eyewitnesses said that the explosion was virtually like a volcanic eruption on the main Daud Pota Road. They said that it actually thrusted the vehicles directly above the surface of ruptured area approximately five to six feet high into the air. Apparently, the accumulation of poisonous and inflammable gases inside the ill-maintained sewerage line caused the explosion around 4:00 p.m.


Vehicles in the vicinity of the explosion were damaged and overturned, with some falling into the ruptured portion of the road. A number of vehicles on road collided into each other as their drivers lost control over them after the powerful explosion.


A visitor to the Cantt Station area said that after the explosion, serious panic and commotion was witnessed in the locality. The event once again revealed the serious inefficiency and lack of commitment and effort on part of the local government authorities, including the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB), in properly maintaining and upgrading the city’s water supply and sewerage systems.


The blast rendered a large portion of Daud Pota Road, leading to the Cantt Station, inaccessible and severely damaged. Serious gridlocks were also witnessed in the affected area. The commuters and prospective passengers of railway service faced serious difficulties in reaching the area.


Eyewitnesses claimed that a portion of some 10 to 15 metres on main Daud Pota Road caved in. Ambulances and volunteers of Edhi and other relief organisations reached the site to help the injured people and those stuck inside the damaged and overturned vehicles.


A senior police official, who inspected the site of incident, said that any sabotage was out of the question. He said that it was revealed that the relatively old sewerage line was not properly maintained and upgraded and the enormous vacuum beneath the road led to accumulation of gasses that caused the massive explosion.

Authorities and officials concerned also reached the site to inspect the damages and to plan the early start of the repair works.

(The News-13, 02/08/2007)
Cantt station pipe blast spooks jittery city

KARACHI: Nine men, including two policemen in civvies, were injured when a sewage pipeline loudly exploded in front of Federal Government College’s gate near Cantt Railway Station, cleaving a small chasm in the road and destroying five vehicles. 


Witness Talha told Daily Times that the explosion took place at around 4:00 p.m. when there was a traffic jam on the road. A Sindh police truck (registration number SP-0224) was standing on top of the cover of a manhole that suddenly exploded. A high-roof van (CN-3733) standing next to the truck was also projected into the air about 10 feet. Talha added that when the vehicles fell, they damaged others, including a taxi (JN-2549), a motorcycle (MNH-5685) and a rickshaw parked nearby. 


“People panicked when it happened,” said Muhammad Hussain who was injured. “I fell down and lay there for fifteen minutes until they took me to hospital.” 


Mohammad Rashid, a resident of the area, said that he had just lit up a cigarette he had just bough from a pan shop when the blast took place. “The cigarette fell from my hand,” he said. According to him, the sewerage line passes residential and commercial buildings. “If this ever happens again, who will be responsible?” Daily Times tried to contact Saddar Town Nazim Mohammad Dilawar but was not successful. 


MQM MPA Shakir Ali, CID DIG Mushtaq Shah, TPO Clifton Azad Khan and other officials rushed to the scene along with the police, Rangers, bomb disposal squad and ambulances from different welfare associations. 


Once the cause of the blast was clarified, relieved officials said that the sewerage line had been over-pressured with gas. They denied that two policemen were injured. 

“I am very grateful to God,” said DIG Bukhari. “It was a blast in a sewerage line. If it had been a bomb blast there would have been so many casualties.” 


The BDS’s Mustafa told Daily Times that when he got the news he thought it was a bomb blast. “But we are so relieved and grateful that it wasn’t.”


Jinnah hospital’s casualty in-charge Dr Seemin Jamali said that the sound of the explosion reached her ward. “Everyone heard it here and the staff started running towards the casualty because they thought that the injured people would come,” she said. “We quickly evacuated the ward and prepared, but thank God it was not a bomb blast.”

The nine people who were injured are: Rehan, 22, Munawwar, 30, Zia, 35, Noor, 40, Mohammad Hussain, 26, Hassan, 17, Rahim, 27, including two policemen identified as Tufail, 40 and Feroz, 30, who were rushed to Jinnah hospital. Three are in critical condition. 


Over the last six months there have been sewage pipeline explosions at Arshi Chowk, Liaquatabad, I. I. Chundrigar Road and Urdu Bazaar. Karachi has been on edge since the Lal Masjid incident and a week earlier there were 20 bomb hoax calls to add to the jitters.

(By Faraz Khan, Daily Times-B1, 02/08/2007)

Heavy rains leave city in tatters

KARACHI, Aug 9: Advancing further into southern Balochistan over the Arabian Sea, a strong rain-bearing monsoon weather system hit Karachi on Thursday, cooling down the metropolis considerably after last week’s hot and humid weather conditions.


The showers also disrupted power supply in most parts of the city, and motorists and pedestrians faced problems as roads were inundated and fewer public vehicles could be found on the roads.


The maximum temperature came down to 31 degrees centigrade, providing the much-needed relief to people from the sizzling heat as the city had received about 58mm of rainfall till 11pm.


The Met Office said the clouds laden with rain would keep hovering over the city and other parts of Sindh during the next 36 hours, causing moderate to heavy rain or thundershowers as the weather system was moving westward in southern Balochistan over the sea.


Local chief weatherman Naeem Shah told Dawn that the monsoon depression was likely to die down on the western edge of the Arabian Sea by Saturday evening.


“Under its influence, widespread rains are likely in Sindh, especially in its southern parts, and the coastal areas, including Karachi, during the next 36 hours,” he said and added that the possibility of the weather system’s movement along the Balochistan coast had almost diminished. However, he said, scattered rains with the possibility of isolated a heavy rainfall might occur in southern Balochistan during the next 48 hours.


Thursday’s showers inundated portions of all major arteries, including Sharea Faisal, I. I. Chundrigar Road, M. A. Jinnah Road, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Chaudhry Khaliquz Zaman Road, Jahangir Road, Jamshed Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan, University Road and Rashid Minhas Road.


Several vehicles broke down on the roads inundated by the rainwater and the ensuing traffic jams

In many localities people were seen toddling on the bricks and stones placed on the submerged streets and lanes to keep them away from the filth. “Where are the civic agencies who had made tall claims that they had taken ‘effective measures to meet any eventuality’ during the monsoon?” said an angry resident of Hijrat Colony while wading through a pond formed by rainwater.


Commercial centres and major markets presented a chaotic scene as the rainwater damaged goods in the shops while in the low-lying localities people began draining out rainwater from their houses and shops.

Government buildings, schools and colleges, were in a mess with no sanitary staff in sight to clear the standing water.


Attendance in government and private sector offices remained thin as the sky was already overcast in the morning.

Similarly, schools, which reopened after summer vacation, wore a deserted look as the parents preferred to keep their children indoors.


Meanwhile, a large number of picnickers thronged the recreational places and city beaches to enjoy the wet weather. “With the first drop of rain, the power supply was disrupted in our locality and I decided to take my family to the beach for a picnic,” said Khalid Farooqui, a resident of North Karachi.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 10/08/2007)

Two die as rain lashes Karachi

KARACHI: Two teenagers died as heavy intermittent rains under the influence of strong monsoon weather system over the southeast Rajasthan and Gujarat states of India lashed the metropolis and other coastal areas of Sindh on Thursday.

The showers turned the weather phenomenally pleasant. At the same time, they created virtual municipal emergency after overflowing of storm water drains and accumulation of rainwater on a number of major and minor city roads, creating traffic jams here and there.


Besides, gusty winds uprooted a number of electricity polls and trees in various parts of the city. The deaths due to electrocution occurred near Pankha bridge in the Shershah area, when two motorcyclists were trapped in snapped electric wires. The dead were identified as Bilal, (15), and Arslan, (17), both resident of Shershah area.


By 8 pm, the met office recorded 50.8 mm rain at its North Karachi observatory; 28.2 mm at Karachi Airport; 28 mm at the PAF Base Masroor; and 21 mm at the PAF Faisal Base. Minimum and maximum temperatures remained at 28.5 and 31.5 Celsius, respectively, with 92 per cent humidity.


According to the met office, the city would have another day of rains with thunderstorm on Friday under the influence of the low-pressure system moving towards the North-western Arabian Sea.

“Spells of heavy rainfalls would continue in the next 24 hours whereas parts of southern Sindh and coastal areas would remain under serious effects of the strong weather system for the next 36 hours,” Dr Qamaruzzaman Chaudhry, Director-General, Meteorological Services, Islamabad, told The News. He added the effects of this monsoon system would dissipate over southern Sindh and was unlikely to move towards Balochistan.


The rains played havoc with the traffic. Scores of broken-down vehicles, especially motorcycles, were all around the main roads of the city, which were inundated by rainwater. Scenes of intense and prolonged traffic jams were witnessed on the busy Sharae Faisal, MA Jinnah Road, Shahrah-e-Pakistan, University Road, and many others.


Inflow in the Lyari and Malir rivers swelled to an alarming proportion, forcing authorities to warn residents of nearby low-lying localities to remain alert to cope with any floods. Poor civic facilities - sanitation and sewerage - and broken and under-repair roads further aggravated the situation in several areas, particularly the suburban localities of Bin Qasim, Gaddap, SITE, Landhi and Malir.


The city government and cantonment boards were facing serious problems in draining out accumulated rainwater. Sources told The News the Bin Qasim town administration had sought support of the city government for rescue work in the rain-hit areas of the town.


Since Thursday was the first day of school after summer vacations, children faced serious problems in returning to their homes in the afternoon. APP adds: The Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) discontinued the power supply soon after the first drops of rain fell in the city on Thursday. According to a survey, most parts of the city were without power for the last several hours, forcing people in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Nazimabad, Liaquatabad, North Nazimabad, old city areas, Burns Road and Tariq Road to stay outside their houses. A KESC spokesman said efforts were under way to restore power to the affected areas.

(By Muhammad Azeem Samar, The News-1, 10/08/2007)
Rain forces JPMC to shift casualty ward

KARACHI, Aug 10: Like many other parts of the city some major hospitals too, which have been already put on alert in the wake of Met office special monsoon advisory, got flooded with knee-deep rainwater on Friday.

The situation affected the handling of patients and mobility of doctors and nursing staff besides creating unhygienic conditions in and around the hospitals. Blocked sewerage lines were largely attributed for the mess.
The worst-hit were the low-lying hospitals like the Jinnah Post-graduate Medical Centre’s casualty and emergency ward which had to be shifted to some higher place owing to torrential rain, said a staff member at the JPMC.


In addition, the private wards and some other facilities within the hospital complex were badly affected. The rainwater draining from Bizzerta line and surrounding areas was accumulated in the hospital.


When JPMC deputy director and casualty ward’s in-charge Dr Seemi Jamali was contacted, she said the handling of patients at the emergency ward had become impossible. Besides, the equipment was also under threat of heavy damage.

With the consent of high-ups the emergency and casualty ward was finally shifted to the OPD section as a makeshift arrangement around 10 o’ clock on Friday morning, Dr Jamali said, adding that the patients were being given better care at the new place.

Maternity hospital

At one point on Friday morning, the Sobhraj Maternity Hospital was virtually cut off as all roads leading to it were submerged with rainwater.

The staff was worried about the handling of expected mothers if rushed to the hospital, as mobility of people was reduced to nil due to rainwater, said Executive District Officer on Health Dr A.D. Sanjnani.

He said the situation worsened as some sewerage pumps could not work due to power outage.

Civil hospital

Stagnant water at the main entrance of Civil Hospital Karachi’s burns ward also affected patients’ mobility.

The water accumulated in the vicinity of burns ward and nursing mess could not be drained out as the surrounding areas were already inundated with rainwater, said a senior official of the hospital, attributing the problem to the digging of road and abandoning the work without filling the ground properly.


The medical superintendent of the hospital, Dr Kaleem Butt, told Dawn that the provincial health minister had also been apprised about the prevailing mobility and hygiene problem in some portions of the hospital. The minister had assured that he would talk to Karachi District Coordination Officer on the subject as well, Dr Butt added.

Power outage 

The medical superintendent said some of the sensitive wards, including surgical intensive care unit, labour-rooms and gynaecology rooms meant for post-operation care, were without the supply of electricity since August 9 night.

Despite various complaints, the KESC officials have not come to our rescue and the power was not restored till Friday evening, he said, adding that the generators at the hospital were not efficient enough to function continuously for more than 26 hours.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 11/08/2007)

30 dead in Karachi rains

KARACHI: The provincial metropolis witnessed the heaviest downpour of the monsoon season this year, which started on Thursday and continued well into the night and early Friday, leaving the civic infrastructure in tatters and leaving a death toll of 30 in its wake.


The rain-related deaths were reminiscent of the earlier wild dust storm in June, which had left almost 200 dead in the city. However, deaths this time were mostly the result of electrocution and collapsing houses. The officials were still assessing the situation from the overnight storm and said the death toll might rise.


According to the meteorological department, the city has received 152mm of rain during the last 24 hours. The PAF Masroor Base observatory recorded 142mm of rain till Friday morning and another 10mm till 2pm on Friday. The observatories at Karachi Airport recorded 124.2mm of rain, North Karachi (134mm) and PAF Faisal Base (98mm). The met office has further forecast rains for the next 24 hours.


Many parts of the city were without power till our going to the press. Fire incidents were also reported from Shershah and Gulshan areas. On Friday, attendance in offices remained thin while there was a marked decrease in vehicular traffic, as most of the people stayed at home, many due to fears of open manholes and water-filled trenches dug up for the development work.


Three workers – Abdul Rehman, Munawer and Asif – died when the rooftop of a factory collapsed in Mauripur area. Three others workers were injured in the incident. In Korangi 2?, Bahar (45) was electrocuted while Kazim (22) drowned in a nullah near Murtaza Chowrangi, Sharafi Goth.


Naseer (15) died and his brother Nasir (18) was injured when the roof of their house collapsed in Abidabad, Baldia Town. Muqadas (8) and Shumaila (18) died also due to collapse of roof of their house in Mianwali Colony, Peerabad. Akbar (25) was electrocuted in Khudadad Colony.


Naveed and his sister Sehar died when walls of their house collapsed in Malir City area. In another similar incident, Nisa (6) and her grandmother Fateh Bibi (65) died in Gulistan Colony, Chakiwara.


Amjad was electrocuted in Kharadar area, while Arslan was electrocuted near Pankha Hotel, Shershah. A teenager was electrocuted near Gulbai, Abrar in Korangi No 5, Ghulam Qadir in Khwaja Ajmir Nagri while Anwer (35) was electrocuted in Surjani town.


In Agra Taj Colony, Samina died while his father Aurangzeb was injured when the roof of their hosue collapsed. Rabia (7) was electrocuted in Orangi Town, a cyclist near Piyala Hotel, Gulberg, a 40-year-old man in Mehmoodabad, Abdul Ghani (24) in Block-14, Gulistan-i-Jauhar.


A man Nazim drowned in the Malir Nullah, while Irfan (14) and Ikhtiyar (15) drowned in a lake in Gabol Goth, Gadap Town. Sheikh Saleem and his friend Sharifuddin drowned in the Hub River, Manghopir area. Binaas Bibi (30) died when the roof of her house collapsed in Qasba Colony, Peerabad.


The Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) claimed that it was forced to close its thermal units at Bin Qasim and Korangi due to tripping of about 100 feeders on Friday morning. The power supply from Kanupp was also discontinued since Thursday night.


Three underpasses at the Liaquatabad, Nazimabad and Gharibabad on the signal-free corridor were inundated by rainwater. A huge fire broke out at a chemical godown situated in Gali-55, Shershah. It was extinguished after six hours of hectic efforts involving seven fire tenders.


In another incident, a godown situated in Gulshan-e-Iqbal caught fire. Eight fire tenders and one snorkel took part in extinguishing the fire. The Gulshan fire station in-charge Buland Iqbal said the factory was running in a residential area and people of the area had filed an application to the Gulshan SHO for taking legal action. Scores of cars and motorcycles were seen stuck or found abandoned at roadsides of major thoroughfares.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-1, 11/08/2007)
JPMC emergency ward flooded

When doctors and paramedics at Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre were bracing to attend rains victims in the emergency ward on Friday, they were unaware of themselves becoming affectees of the weather situation.


Overflowing sewerage water, thanks to poor arrangements made by the Cantonment Board, found its way into one of the largest and most sensitive emergency wards of the medical centre, forcing its management to shift the whole causality unit to an out patient department (OPD).

“It has been more than eight hours but no measure has been taken by the Cantonment Board to drain this sewerage,” said Dr Seemi Jamali, In-charge, Accident and Emergency Department JPMC. “We have shifted the whole emergency section temporarily to our OPD but it cannot be an alternative for such a huge department, which caters hundreds of cases daily.”


She said the sewerage water flowed into the hospital and found its way into the emergency at a time when more than 50 patients were being treated.


“We also approached the Sindh health minister for his help and influence but no response has been received yet,” added Dr Jamali. “So far we don’t have any power supply problem, as the JPMC has its own 1000-KV standby generator while arrangements are being made to fix another 2000-KV generator within the next few days.”


The heavy downpour, which killed more than 20 people within 24-hours, however, severly affected work at the Civil Hospital, where routine operations were suspended with staff unable to run several wards amid power outages.

“For the last 24 hours, the hospital power supply of the hospital is suspended,” said Dr Kaleem Butt, Medical Superintendent Civil Hospital. “The KESC (Karachi Electricity Supply Company) is unable to define reasons for the outage.”

He said the wards like surgery and gynaecology faced the worst situation as several scheduled operations could not be performed due to power outages.


“For the time being we have redistributed several operations but most of them can’t be delayed more, which is obviously a source of concern but in this situation we can only request the KESC to take restore the power supply at least to the hospitals,” Dr Butt said.


The situation, which has not yet rung alarm bells in the quarters concerned, however, caused much concern for the medical team of the two major and government-run hospitals.

“In a natural calamity like heavy rains, people see the hospitals and its staff as rescuers,” said Dr Jamali, the In-charge, Accident and Emergency Department at JPMC. “If the hospitals themselves become a source of worry due to poor management of the authorities concerned, the casualties can jump due to non-availability of first and due care.”

(By Imran Ayub, The News-13, 11/08/2007)
NDMA, PDMA leave Karachi at mercy of CDGK

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and its provincial branch with their much-acclaimed emergency relief mechanism were nowhere to be seen during the heavy monsoon rains that lashed out on Thursday inundating entire Karachi, making hundreds homeless and claiming over 25 lives in less than 24 hours.


Both NDMA and its provincial branch, the recently established Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) left Karachiites at the mercy of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to deal with the situation and restricted themselves only to commending CDGK in its endeavours.


Shaukat Nawaz Tahir, the Sindh Coordinator of NDMA termed the heavy rain in Karachi a “coincidence” but said majority of deaths in the city were “fortunately” due to collapse of roofs and a few from electrocution for which nobody could do anything.


Talking to The News he angrily reacted when asked why NDMA was merely issuing warnings instead of coming onto the ground and carrying out relief works, saying it had distributed hundreds of tons of food, medicines and other relief goods in Balochistan and Sindh and it could not be blamed for “doing nothing”.


However, in Karachi which received over 170 mm rain between Thursday and Friday, only CDGK Nazim Mustafa Kamal was seen visiting the worst affected city areas and supervising the relief measures while Sindh PDMA chief could not even been approached on phone.


NDMA Sindh Coordinator Shaukat Nawaz was more concerned about possible rains in Balochistan than Karachi saying fortunately, monsoon system that caused heavy rains in the economic capital of Pakistan had weakened and now there were no chances of heavy, devastating rains in coastal belt of Balochistan.


On the role of NDMA, he claimed that its role in coastal areas was confined to issue warnings to people living on coastal villages and fishermen who could go into sea incase they were not informed of any rough sea conditions.


Similarly, provincial government and PDMA Sindh was also not seen anywhere in the rain-hit city of Karachi where only CDGK employees were seen removing rainwater accumulated on roads, draining out water from its underpasses, moving people stranded along nullahs to safer locations and maintaining normal life in the city.


Sindh Relief Commissioner and PDMA chief or any other member of the recently established authority could not be approached to comment on the situation and get details of any assistance they provided to CDGK in the aftermath of heavy rains.


It was learnt that so far no disaster management plan had yet been planned by the PDMA since its inception nor it was anyway in a position to readily react in case of natural disasters.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 11/08/2007)
After the rains


RARELY does Karachi witness so much rain in just two days. By Friday afternoon, over six inches had fallen while the average for August is under two and a half. The severity of the downpour, however, cannot serve as an apologia for the civic agencies and their abject failure to keep Karachi functional. After all, far less rain has at times flooded the city in previous years, and the extra inches that fell this week are no justification for the damage and suffering witnessed in the metropolis. At least 21 deaths had been confirmed by Friday night and more were feared. As is often the case, electrocution took a heavy toll. Major arteries were inundated, as was the Liaquatabad underpass, while some localities came under waist-high water as the drainage system all but collapsed. Clearly, the city nazim’s orders that storm-water drains must be cleaned on a regular — as opposed to emergency — basis have had little effect even though a year has passed since the directive was issued on August 11, 2006. But then Karachi is no stranger to lip service from its administrators.


The rain and the havoc it caused will no doubt rekindle the debate on whether Karachi’s municipal affairs should be managed by a single authority. At present, 13 civic agencies are in charge of various parts of the metropolis, with the incumbent city government (CDGK) demanding that they be brought under its control. In terms of planning, centralisation is a sound idea. It would allow greater coordination among the agencies and create an umbrella supervisory body, thereby making authorities such as the DHA accountable for their actions and failures. However, day-to-day administration and operations on the ground should not be handed over to the CDGK, for a city as large as Karachi cannot be effectively managed without delegation of authority and demarcation of responsibility. Besides, the city government’s track record in areas under its control is hardly inspiring. There is also the danger that the concentration of power in one institution will encourage corruption and fuel the autocratic tendencies that have already made a mockery of the City Council.

(Dawn-7, 12/08/2007)

21 more die in Karachi rains

KARACHI: The death toll from three days of torrential rains reached 51 on Saturday with 21 more people reported killed in rain-related incidents during the last 24 hours in the metropolis.

Severe flooding and inundation of densely-populated low-lying areas compounded miseries of the people, while the city district government deployed its resources in full gear to mitigate their suffering.


Seven members of a family died on Saturday when the roof of their house collapsed in Sector 48-B, Noorani Basti. The deceased were identified as: Yasin (38), his wife Rifiqan (35) and their children — Mehwish (16), Shahzad (14), Arslan (10), Irfan (8) and a 5-year-old. One of his sons Sa’ad was injured in the incident. 


The family, which belonged to Rahim Yar Khan, had come to the city a few months ago to earn its livelihood.


Noor Hassan was electrocuted in Orangi, while Arif (19) drowned in Ittehad town. Razia (60) died when the roof of her house collapsed in Moachko. Manzoor (24) was electrocuted near Saudi Embassy in Darakhshan.


Hassan Ali, Abdul Ghani, Sumaira and Sajjad died when the wall of their house collapsed in various parts of the city.

An unidentified man fell victim to an open manhole in Frere area, while Sabir, Amir and a 12-year-old drowned in Lyari River. Nazeer (20) was electrocuted in Sachal Sikandar Goth, while a 50-year-old unidentified man drowned near the Beach Luxury Hotel.

Main thoroughfares remained under knee-deep water. The city district government and Cantonment Boards have launched joint efforts to bring normalcy to the city.

(The News-1, 12/08/2007)
DHA sewerage system collapses

The sewerage system of areas that fall in the jurisdiction of the Defence Housing Authority and its municipal counterpart, the Clifton Cantonment Board, almost totally collapsed in the face of Friday’s heavy downpour. Residents complained that belongings and property worth millions of rupees were destroyed as rain water entered houses owing to the collapse of the much trumpeted multi-million rupee drainage system installed by the DHA and CCB.


To add insult to injury, residents said that calls made on the complaint numbers issued by the DHA went unheeded and most people had to make do with their own arrangements to have water removed from their houses. In most instances, residents from Phase 1, Phase 5 and Phase 6 phoned the offices of The News to say that they could not leave their homes owing to the collection of knee deep water on the roads. No CCB or DHA staff were seen on Saturday trying to clear up the mess. 


Particularly bad hit were Khayaban-e-Seher, Khayban-e-Rahat and Khayaban-e-Shahbaz in Phase 6. Also inunadted were Badar Commercial Area, Saba Avenue and commercial areas of Phase 1. Many areas of Phase 1 were also inundated. 

Many complained that the vigilance staff were quick to harass and intimidate residents when it came to building violations but when it came to providing civic services, most DHA staff members were quick to shift the blame and move away. They said that while there are some areas in which the DHA is active, many - including the maintenance of proper municipal services through the CCB, is not one of them.

(The News-14, 12/08/2007)
Rains toll rises to 64, more expected


KARACHI: At least 21 more people, bringing the total up to 64, were reported dead in rain-related accidents by Saturday 8:45pm.  A family of seven, including a couple and their five children, were killed and two were wounded when the roof of their house caved in in Korangi 1.5. According to the police, the incident occurred in Abdullah Shah Noorani Colony. 

A doctor at Chiniot Hospital, Korangi said the bodies of three people - Ruqayya Bibi and her two sons Shahbaz and Arsalan - and that of an injured child Saad were brought to the hospital. Edhi Foundation sources said the bodies of four persons, Muhammad Yasin, his daughter Mahwish, son Irfan and Mansoor, were sent to Jinnah hospital from where they were taken to the Edhi Sohrab Goth morgue.


Residents of Bakra Piri, Lyari town, drowned. They were identified as Hameed, 20, and Ameeru, 18. The bodies were taken away by their families after the medical formalities were completed at Civil hospital. Atif Akhbar, 20, drowned in a pond near his house in Ittehad town, Mochko police station limits. Naved from Orangi Town and Pervaiz Masih, 20, died in Eid Gah police station limits after they were electrocuted. Rainwater has gathered in DHA, Khadda Market and Bath Island. 


Courts also inundated: Knee-deep rainwater accumulated around the entry points of the High Court of Sindh on Kutchery Road, touching the Sindh Assembly building, Sindh Secretariat, Burns Road and M. A. Jinnah Road all the way to the City Courts complex. 


Lawyers and litigants struggled to make it in and court proceedings were also affected due to the thin attendance of staff as most of the city streets were still flooded Saturday. The footpath in front of the Sindh High Court near the judges’ gates was also under water. The Rangers pickups that were posted at the gate a few days back amid heightened security were absent both Friday and Saturday. According to reports, the production of Under-Trial Prisoners (UTPs) was also affected, leading to the adjournment of dozens of cases. 


Trains delayed: Trains were delayed because of the rains. “Although no part of the railway track has been inundated with water, the trapper [railway signals] stopped working after the rains and the manual system is causing delays,” Pakistan Railways Divisional Superintendent Kashif Yousfani told Daily Times. 


He said that on Friday, several trains on the up track [from Karachi to Lahore] were delayed by six to seven hours. “Because of Friday’s delay, Saturday saw the same delay on the down track [from Lahore to Karachi],” he said, adding that on Friday, a few trains were delayed by 30 to 60 minutes.


191mm recorded in Karachi: The Met Office has said that the strong monsoon weather system that has been over Sindh for the last three days has now weakened and become unimportant. 

“Sunday will just be a cloudy day and no more rains are expected as the system is now moving up country,” the duty officer at the local Met Office told Daily Times.


According to the met office from 8:00 am Thursday to 8:00 am Saturday [48 hours], the observatories at North Karachi recorded 162mm, at Karachi airport 172.4mm, Faisal Base 152mm, Masroor Base 191mm and University road 149mm. 


Violence breaks out: Violence broke out in various parts of the city against the prolonged power outages and a KESC office in Musharraf Colony was ransacked Saturday. The colony had been without electricity for three days. 

The staffers fled when the residents blocked the road and attacked the office. The police arrived before they could set it on fire. But lathi charge and tear gas had to be used to disperse the crowd. Cases were registered.


Protests were reported from Landhi, Majeed Colony, Sherpao Colony, Dawood Challi, Labor Colony, parts of Malir, Quaidabad, and Chakiwara. Violence also broke out in Gulberg, Gulshan, New Karachi, SITE, Sher Shah, Garden and Orangi Town.


APP adds from Islamabad: The rainfall in Karachi has dropped 120 feeders consequently cutting off power supply in various areas of the city, KESC Spokesman Sultan Hasan said. 


While talking to the media, he said that there is no shortage in power generation, however, the rain caused various cable faults which resulted in power suspension in several parts of the city.

The KESC spokesman said that it is difficult to remove faults during rains, however, attempts are underway to fix the faults as soon as possible. Bin Qasim Unit-4 and Korangi Power Plant have ceased functioning and the power supply to the city from Karachi Nuclear Power Plant has also suspended.

(Daily Times-B1, 12/08/2007)

Standing rainwater hits business activities in outskirts

Small traders, vegetable and fruit vendors and shopkeepers in the suburbs of the metropolis are facing hardship following the rains which lashed the city over the weekend. The entire sewerage system has collapsed and the rainwater is still standing on many streets and roads, creating problems mainly for daily wage earners. 


The old drainage lines are either leaking or do not have the capacity to drain more water. Dumping of residential waste into manholes could be themain cause of overflowing of flood water on streets, say some residents. 


The News approached many affected vendors, and shopkeepers, who said that the recent rains had badly affected their business and they were unable to make both ends meet.


“Usually I was making Rs800 to Rs1000 daily but after the rains I am not able earn more than Rs200 on an average because my cabin is surrounded by rain water and customers prefer to approach other cabins instead of coming here,” lamented Karim Bakhsh, a cabin owner who sells cigarettes, paan and sweets in the Mauripur neighbourhood. The knee-deep standing water could be seen on many streets in the area.


A bakery owner in the area said that owing to rain and flooded streets, suppliers were reluctant to go there. “Due to unavailability of fresh bread and other items, I face difficulty when buyers visit my shop and I just have to refuse.”


A vegetable vendor, who wanders in the streets daily to sell his products, said that he could not move in flooded streets now because he was suffering from asthma and wading through rain water could be detrimental for his health. He said he was now waiting for buyers at his small shop, which is also surrounded byrainwater.

He said there was no more supply of vegetables in the wholesale market due to the rains. “We bring vegetables from the wholesale market but we usually find only 30 to 40 per cent of vegetables saleable otherwise the cartons are filled with rotten produce, which we cannot offer to our customers,” he said.


Also, under the prevailing circumstances, he said, they were compelled to sell vegetables at three to four times higher rates. “Yes, some customers, mostly women, raise an objection to the higher prices, but what can we do,” he said. 


Milk sellers gave different arguments for their price hike saying that though they receive little milk from suppliers but prolonged power failure caused their milk to go bad in refrigerators during the last two days. 


When the Keammari Town management was approached to get their views vis-a-vis the hardships facing both the masses and sellers, they were reluctant to talk to the media.


Akhtar Shaikh, a former councilor of UC Rehri, Bin Qasim Town, said that the recent rains had exposed the tall claims of the town management of having made pre-monsoon arrangements to face any eventuality.
He said the rain has forced many shopkeepers to shut their business as the rainwater is standing around the business places and markets.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-13, 13/08/2007)
DHA residents suffering the worst

While officials of Defence Housing Authority (DHA) claim that they have taken emergency measures to drain out accumulated rainwater from various localities, a number of DHA residents have to tell some different stories.
A resident of Saba Commercial Area, Tehreem, said that water has accumulated in the basement of her apartment and that she couldn’t go to work for the last two days because of three feet high water that stood stagnant on the surrounding roads.


Another resident of Saba Avenue said that when he went to the DHA office to register a complaint, he was told by an official there that they won’t be able to do much as “it’s all due to the natural calamity.” The residents were anguished over the statement of the official who called the overflow of drains a ‘natural calamity’.


Consecutive complaints have been received by The News wherein DHA and Clifton residents have expressed annoyance and helplessness over the situation that has brought their lives to a halt. Both DHA and parts of Clifton fall under the purview of the Cantonment Board Clifton. 


Residents of Clifton Block-4 said that the service lanes in the surroundings of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim have been flooded with rainwater due to which they have been confined into their houses.


“No one has so far come to get us rid from ankle deep water that’s standing in front of our apartments for the last three days,” said Shazia Fazal, a resident of Clifton Tower that is located beside the bagh. Same is the situation with the residents of Sea Castle, Chapal Ocean and Al-Ghazi apartments, which are located in the same lane.


Women complained that they couldn’t get the grocery and mineral water for the two days from nearby utility store because the delivery vans didn’t turn up to supply the groceries. They said that they have been stuck up inside their houses due to filthy water standing in the entire street. However, men took the courage to swim across the filthy ‘pond’ somehow to get groceries for them.


DHA Phase-VI too, that also falls in the jurisdiction of Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC), has been facing the similar situation. Residents of 13th and 14th Streets off Khayaban-e-Rahat said that rainwater is standing in front of their houses and entered into the basement. Although the linking streets are dried out but because of their low-lying location, water from the linking roads has flowed down there.


Residents of Condominium Apartments in Clifton’s Block 2 said that drainage system in the area that doesn’t work well even in usual days has played havoc after Friday rains, leaving ankle deep water at the entrance.


DHA spokesperson Col. Naqvi said that the drainage system has been badly affected due to heavy downpour, adding, the DHA staff has been continuously working to repair it. He said that DHA has deployed de-watering equipment to pump out water from low-lying areas badly affected by the downpour.


Earlier, the DHA had said in a press statement that a state of emergency has been imposed in DHA areas and the entire relevant staff, including the sanitary staff, was working in the field to pump out accumulated water from roads and streets.


However, a number of residents have complained that no one responds at the complaint centers that were specially set up to tackle rain emergency situation.


It may be mentioned here that DHA had notified the residents of Phase I to IV to lodge their complaints at 9266840 or 0321-8295568, while the residents of Phase V to VII had been advised to contact CBC at 5847830 or 0300-7064448. However, residents complained that no one was picking the phone at the CBC on Sunday.


As per the statement, the DHA administrator had reiterated that DHA and CBC would employ all available resources on war-footing basis to bring the situation to normal in the shortest possible time. The DHA had assured of rectifying the situation in most of the areas within 24 hours, however, even after the lapse of three days, the inundated roads in DHA reveal that the most expensive and luxurious localities of the city are confronting the worst.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 13/08/2007)
Lyari River recedes to reveal six bodies


KARACHI: Six more bodies were found on Sunday, including those of two children, from different areas of the city and one child died due of electrocution. 


The body of eight-year-old Raja was found from the Lyari River near Dhobi Ghat in the jurisdiction of Pak Colony police station. SHO Sibtain told Daily Times that the body was trapped in the bushes of the river which residents spotted. The police rushed the body to Civil Hospital from where the family took over. The SHO said that Raja was a resident of Block-9, Goharabad, Joharabad police station limits. He had apparently slipped while playing with other children in the Lyari River and his body floated down to Pak Colony. 


Another eight-year-old child was found dead from the Lyari River near Filmistan Cinema in the jurisdiction of Solider Bazaar police station. The body was taken to the Edhi morgue after an autopsy at Civil hospital.


An unidentified body, at least three days old, of a 25-year-old man was found from the bushes of the Lyari River, near C-1 Area, Super Market police station limits. It has been taken to the Edhi morgue. 


The bodies of 20-year-old Faraz and 18-year-old Danish were found from the banks of the Lyari River in Pak Colony police station limits. Police said that the victims were residents of Dhobi Ghat and were friends. They apparently drowned while bathing in the river. 


A three-day old body was found from the Lyari River near Bakra Piri, Pak Colony police station limits. It was identified as Fahim, 25. Meanwhile, eight-year-old Fida Hussain died in Pak Colony from electrocution.


Shehnaz, 40, and her sister-in-law Ruqayya, 33, were killed when the roof and walls of their house collapsed due to the heavy rain. They lived in house number 588, block B, Abidabad, Baldia. Police said that Ruqayya was from Punjab, and that her family has taken her body back to her village. 


Four injured in Hub blast: At least four people were injured in a bomb blast on Sunday evening near Hub police station. They were rushed to Civil Hospital (Hub). The explosion damaged a big electricity pole as a result of which traffic was disrupted on the RCD Highway.

(Daily Times-B1, 13/08/2007)

Karachi suffers massive gridlock

KARACHI, Aug 13: With the current spell of monsoon rains almost over, the city witnessed traffic chaos on all thoroughfares for several hours on Monday. A huge influx of motorists from all parts of the city was witnessed on the first working day after three days of rain that lashed the metropolis and left many roads in shambles.


Thousands of vehicles remained stuck for many hours on M.A. Jinnah Road, Sharea Faisal, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Shahrah-i-Liaquat, Nishtar Road, Tower, Banaras Chowk, Liaquatabad-Karimabad Road, University Road, Sher Shah-Mauripur Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road and Manghopir Road.


Major portions of some roads were inundated with rainwater while others were dug up for development work. The roads were jam-packed with bumper-to-bumper traffic. The road diversions and blockades on main arteries also resulted in a chaos-like situation on the link roads, including Shahrah-i-Iraq, Dr Mohammad Hashim Ghauri Road, Arambagh, Fawara Chowk and Dawood Puta Road.


Despite the road safety week being observed by traffic police throughout the city, they were present only at a few intersections. In their absence, the drivers of public and private transport vying to make their way out complicated the problem. At some intersections, where traffic signals were switched off and traffic was being regulated by volunteers, vehicles moved at a snail’s pace.


Ambulances were seen trapped in the deluge of vehicles and among others schoolchildren also remained stranded for hours. The problem in front of the City Courts, Boultan Market aggravated due to illegal parking of vehicles in double lanes. Besides, encroachers and handcart pushers on the busiest roads also played their part in clogging the traffic flow.


Many drivers complained that they faced tremendous hardships due to the traffic congestion as a distance covered in 30 minutes took at least two hours. Complaints of traffic jam were also received from Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Federal B Area, North Karachi and Nazimabad.

DIG blames rain & roads

Deputy Inspector General (Traffic) of Police Wajid Durrani, when contacted, said the whole problem was created due to dug-up roads, rainwater and deep ditches in the middle of the roads, saying that the rains had multiplied the already existing problems.


About the traffic jam on Korangi Road and link roads, he said a portion of the road near the FTC building had caved in that caused some traffic problems on Korangi Road and Sharea Faisal. However, he claimed that traffic personnel themselves had started filling the ditch, but due to lack of resources it would take time.He said the traffic on MA Jinnah Road, Sher Shah Road and other areas was affected owing to the stagnant rainwater which was required to be drained out.


The DIG said he had contacted some elected representatives, including City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, to help remove obstacles from the roads in order to regulate the traffic. He said traffic police personnel were doing well, but they could not construct the road with limited resources.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 14/08/2007)

Defenceless against apathy, ineptness

Residents of one of Karachi’s upscale localities, the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), say that both the head of the DHA, Brigadier Kamran Aziz Kazi, and the CEO of Cantonment Board Clifton, Khawaja Iftikhar Ahmed Mir, should resign for their ineptness and failure in dealing with the rain crisis that has hit this area. 


The DHA is one of the country’s richest housing authorities which is currently involved in multi-billion dollar projects including a controversial water-front development project. 


However, this authority has been unable to construct a proper sewerage system to drain out excess rain water from Phase 5 and Phase 6. Brig. Kazi waited till Monday to hold a meeting to “look at the situation” while residents complained that rainwater had started to enter their houses from Friday onwards. 


However, the main culprit is not the DHA but CBC which is charged with municipal services in DHA as well as parts of Clifton. There was no evidence that any CBC vehicle was working to clear the mess. 


For their part, CBC officials had shut off their phones and even the hotline was not operating. In fact, so bad is the CBC at its work that its own office in Phase 6 was inundated and there are reports that the basement, where the important files of properties of the organisation are kept, were also destroyed by the water. 


Instead of facing the barrage of criticism, the CBC chief Khawaja Iftikhar Mir, and his PRO, Khadim Hussain, simply became unavailable. Residents said that they went to the complaint centre of CBC located within its main office but there was no one to attend to the complaints. 

“We saw a register full of complaints in a dingy room, but there was no one there to tell us anything,” said one disgusted resident. 


For his part, Colonel (retd) Naqvi, who heads the public affairs department of the DHA said that work was being done by the DHA to clear the mess by making channels in the Beach Avenue but this would take time to siphon the water. 


Col Naqvi said that the position was particularly bad in areas off Khayaban-e-Rahat where the sewerage system had collapsed. He said that as a result the Qasim pumping station had been activated along with additional pumping in other parts of Phase 6. “We are well aware of the situation and the meeting on Monday was held to discuss things in detail,” he told The News. 


It may be recalled that the DHA and CBC had issued press releases prior to the rains in which it was making arrangements on an “emergency footing”. What this emergency footing was, no one will know as rain water has entered residences in many streets and there is no sign of any relief work anywhere. 


The Defense Residents Association chief, Aziz Suhrawardy, said that he had met the DHA head to apprise him of the problems especially for residents living in areas between Khayaban-e-Muhafiz and Khayaban-e-Mujahid as well as between Seaview and Khayaban-e-Shujaat. 


Here, rain water, accumulated in streets and mixed with sewage water, has entered people’s underground water tanks. In other instances, water from the roads and empty plots had seeped into the basements of houses, causing damage worth millions. 


Laila Bokhari, a resident of 25th Street, said that the biggest problem was that no one seemed in charge at the CBC. “We are charged exorbitant rates by the CBC in the form of conservancy and other charges and we are getting nothing in return.” 


Bokhari said that another one of the problems was that the CBC seemed to be accountable to no one. “I even wrote and submitted a complaint to the Corps Commander, but nothing was done,” she lamented. 


Residents told The News that after four days of heavy rains, DHA’s water-pumping machines were taken for repairs to a motor mechanic on Khayaban-e-Shahbaz. The mechanic there said that he could not repair the machines in a day.


Overall, people are demanding that Iftikhar Mir be sacked for incompetence. Officials privately said that millions suffered in losses by the residents should be paid by selling the palatial houses that CBC officials have built for themselves and their families. 


“Brig. Kazi, who also in his position as DHA administrator is heading the CBC should also be made accountable for the complete failure to provide essential services and no relief work being done.”

(The News-20, 14/08/2007)
Flooding puts CBC and DHA in the dock

For two months now, Mrs Rabia Mehmood, a resident of 14th Street on DHA off Khyaban-e-Rahat, has been going to the office of the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) to have a streetlight, which fell some months back, reinstalled. 


The streetlight, which was on a pole outside her house, fell when strong winds blew through the city a few month ago. Instead of letting someone steal the streetlight, she dutifully collected it and tried to have it reinstalled. But her visits are futile. Every day, the officer in-charge of streetlights in the CBC office has a new story to tell. And now it is getting to be frustrating for this elderly lady. 


Residents of DHA ask why they have been left at the mercy of the CBC, which is apparently accountable to no one. “We don’t have any general living here and that is why the CBC does not care whether we have adequate water supply, proper lighting or a working drainage system,” laments another resident, himself a former air force officer. 

The CBC has now attained notoriety for not coming up to the expectations of residents, despite the fact that it charges one of the highest rates for municipal services which it does not offer. 


There are calls for the government to hand over cantonment boards to elected councilors, but the military balks at the idea. In the process, people who live in this upscale but neglected locality have to suffer the consequences. For its part, both the CBC and DHA, the body charged with development of the area, seem to be more focused on grand plans and not the nitty-gritty of running a municipality. 


Billions are being spent by the DHA on a waterfront development project at a time when many of its traffic signals are out of order and its roads have caved in at points. The DHA does not have a proper sewerage system in Phase 6 which makes it vulnerable to flooding during every spell of heavy rainfall. “All we do is take water from one point and drain it at another empty plot,” comments one engineer. 


The massive flooding that occurred in parts of DHA following the rains over the weekend has exposed not only the inefficiency of the CBC but also the inability of the DHA to rise to the expectations of its residents. 


Laila Bokhari, a resident of Phase 6, says that she is angry at the callous manner adopted by the DHA when it comes to developing the area. “They broke our gutter line when building a new road and then said that we should pay to get it fixed.” 


Bullying tactics by the DHA, particularly those of its Vigilance Section, have been a source of many complaints. Some residents say that they are planning to take both the DHA and CBC to court for its negligence and lack of planning in the rains over the weekend. 


Privately, even senior DHA officials say that all their good work is undone by the CBC. And when there is a crisis, the DHA has to step in. For example, the work of draining the roads is the work of the CBC. But it seems that, despite having funds to build a multi-storied plaza next to the Forum Shopping Mall in Clifton as well as other misguided projects, there are not enough funds with the CBC for buying suction machines and trucks that can efficiently drain the water. The DHA is hiring tankers for the job instead. Given the state of affairs with which the CBC manages Defence and parts of Clifton, one can only assume that a massive reorganisation of this board is on the cards, say residents. 


Questions for Brigadier Kamran Aziz Kazi, Administrator, DHA

1. Do you think that the rain crisis was managed well by the DHA and CBC? How would you compare your organisation’s work with that of the CDGK? 

2. If the sewage system has collapsed in parts of DHA, who is to be held responsible? 

3. As the person overseeing the work of the CBC, are you happy with their work and if not, are you going to do something about it? 

4. Do you not feel that the DHA has become more focused on money-spinning rather than on providing proper infrastructure in existing areas? 


Questions for Khawaja Iftikhar Mir, CEO CBC

1. How many suction vehicles does CBC have and where were they employed during the rains over the weekend? 

2. How many senior officials were asked to man the emergency services of the CBC during the rains? 

3. Why was the hotline not operative and why was there no one at the complaint “cell” established in the CBC office when residents came to protest? 

4. Why did you and your PRO switch off their mobile phones when The News wanted to get your version?

(The News-18, 15/08/2007)
Sewerage system of old city collapses

KARACHI, Aug 16: The sewerage system of almost the entire old city has collapsed following the recent rains, flooding various roads and streets with sewage, besides polluting the environment of the affected localities.


Most of the roads, including the busy Shahrah-i-Iraq and a main road that connects M.A. Jinnah Road with Haqqani Chowk, near Paper Market, are still flooded with filthy sewage and rainwater, causing hindrance in the smooth flow of vehicular traffic and inconvenience to pedestrians.


The other localities whose streets are still partially submerged with filthy water gushing out from choked gutters and sewerage lines include Ranchorre Line, Nanakwara, parts of Lyari, Lines Area, Nishtar Road, Jameela Street, Kharadar, Mithadar and its adjoining areas.


Attributing the cause of overflowing gutters and choked sewerage lines to the flushing of rainwater into manholes, sources in the KWSB said that the sanitary staff of different town municipal administrations drained the rainwater accumulated on roads into manholes by uncovering their lids. As such, not only did mud but even polythene bags made their way into the sewerage lines, resulting in their choking and overflowing.


The rainwater mixed with sewage has, on the one hand, created a stinking atmosphere and unhygienic conditions and, on the other, exposed the residents of the affected localities to serious health hazards as they apprehend that filthy sewage might seep into water pipelines.


People residing in the affected localities deplored that although they had lodged a number of complaints with the KWSB officials as well as with the officials manning the city government’s much-publicised complaint centre on its 1339 telephone number, no measures have, so far, been taken to drain the filthy sewage from the roads.


“We do not know how our children will cross the submerged roads while going to school,” a leader of the Bohra community, who resides in the vicinity of Paper Market, asked, saying that main Shahrah-i-Iraq is inundated with filthy water and Haqqani Chowk Road, which runs parallel to Shahrah-i-Iraq, has been lying in a precarious condition after it was dug up.

Dug-up roads

People living in old buildings of Haqqani Chowk, Pakistan Chowk and Paper Market are facing immense inconvenience daily while going to and from their workplaces and educational institutions because Shahrah-i-Iraq is submerged with sewage while the remaining four roads (I.I. Chundrigar Road, main Haqqani Chowk Road and a portion of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road (from Shaheen Complex traffic intersection to Pakistan Chowk) were dug up quite some time back for their reconstruction.


Besides, those residing in old buildings in front of Burnes Garden and P&T Colony are also facing difficulties as both the localities have been sandwiched between the two dug-up roads.


Similarly, students of D.J. Science College and S.M. Law College are also experiencing inconvenience as a portion of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, where these colleges are located, has also been ploughed.


Expressing dismay over the digging of a main road which connects Haqqani Chowk with Pakistan Chowk, people residing in the vicinity said that it was beyond their comprehension why this road had been dug up, since there was no need to reconstruct it.

It was perhaps the only cemented road in the city which was constructed before partition and had never been ploughed during the last 60 years and always remained in good condition.


Residents also complained that the authorities concerned, while digging the road, have also reduced the width of its pavements, thus compelling pedestrians to walk on the busy road amidst vehicular traffic as more than half of the pavement has been heavily encroached upon by roadside hotels and shopkeepers.

(Dawn-18, 17/08/2007)

Operation to drain out rainwater still continuing: DHA


KARACHI, Aug 16: The emergency operation launched by the DHA last Sunday to drain out stagnant rainwater from the affected areas continued for the fifth day on Thursday. Major portions of DHA Phase-II Extension, Phase-IV and portions of Phase-VII have been cleared of rainwater. However, rainwater in some localities of Phase-V and Phase-VI has not been drained yet.


The de-watering resources employed by the DHA in the localities cleared of rainwater have been shifted to the affected areas of Phase-V and Phase-VI to speed up the pumping and drainage operations.


Meanwhile, a major effort has been made to create a drain between Saba Avenue and Beach Avenue by cutting Khayaban-i-Rahat for the speedy drainage of rainwater into the sea.


The DHA administrator continued to monitor and direct the ongoing operation from his camp office located at Seaview. He directed the officials concerned of the CBC to immediately start cleaning the area, as well as start spray and fumigation to prevent the outbreak of epidemics. He also directed the staff to clear the choked sewerage system and overflowing gutters of these areas.


Meanwhile, Beach Ave at Seaview remained closed for vehicular traffic from McDonalds to Village Restaurant. Saba Avenue has also been closed from Khayaban-i-Shamsheer to B Street for general traffic because of the rain emergency operation.


The DHA has assured residents that there would be a definite visible improvement in the rain-affected areas by Friday.

Water supply to Site 

Site Town Nazim Izharuddin Ahmed Khan has called for judicious distribution of water in the town under a better plan.

He said this in a meeting with officials of the water board in relation to problems being faced in water supply to UC-1. The meeting was attended by MNA Abid Ali Umang.


The MNA informed the KWSB officials about the problems hindering the water supply and said that separate arrangements should be made for water supply to UC-1 and the industrial areas.


The Site nazim suggested that a separate line be laid for supply of water to UC-1and the adjoining localities and the installation of a pumping station and valve for Hasrat Mohani Colony.


Abid Ali Umang said that an underground water tank with a capacity of 100,000 gallons will be constructed for UC-1, while a tank for UC-2 has been constructed from where water supply will start soon.

He told the meeting that Rs3 million would be spent for improving the water supply system.

Japanese team 

A five-member delegation of a Japanese firm on Thursday visited various areas of Liaquatabad Town.

The purpose of the delegation’s visit was to gain information about services of water supply and sewerage. The delegation was also informed about the ongoing development projects.

They also exchanged views with Liaquatabad Town Nazim Osama Qadri.

(Dawn-18, 17/08/2007)

Major Saddar-to-sea nullah cleared


KARACHI: One of the city’s pre-Partition nullahs that helps drain rainwater to the sea was cleared of encroachments Friday in a massive operation by the city district government. 

A 20-foot wide road emerged after the demolition of houses, shops and godowns on the Paper Market nullah that was cleared with bulldozers by the Saddar Town administration. The operation will continue day and night for the next two days from Paper Market to New Challi because the flooding caused this monsoon by blocked nullahs paralysed the city. 

According to CDGK Land Enforcement District Officer Abdul Malik the Paper Market nullah begins from Jamshed Town, passes through Saddar and ends at Sultanabad in the sea. The cleaning process of this nullah becomes difficult since it passes through old areas of the city. A large part of the drain is occupied by various buildings and this illegal occupation left no room for heavy machinery to move in the area.


Consequently, drainage became a problem during the monsoon season as the water did not continuously flow into the sea and accumulated instead on the roads.


This is part of a larger operation ordered by the city nazim and the work will move on towards the Pitcher and Soldier Bazaar drains. 


On Friday, the parking area around Habib Bank Plaza was demolished along with the encroachments around City Station on I. I. Chundrigar Road. The next phase includes the area behind Jubilee Cinema and the vicinity of the Garden Police Headquarters among others. CDGK Municipal Services EDO Masood Alam said that there were several illegal constructions all over the city. “Kamal has ordered the demolition of intrusions on seven big nullahs and 20 smaller nullahs and the CDGK and various town administrations have collaborated to remove them.”


Alam said that the operation on the Paper Market nullah will continue till Sunday. More than 300 intrusions will be demolished and 100 residential areas along with a mosque are included in this figure. MQM MPA Syed Shakir Ali clarified that the people displaced by this operation would be sheltered. More than 100 residents of the Paper Market nullah have been provided with free residential plots in Taisar Town.

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/08/2007)

Rains cut industrial production by 50pc
KARACHI, Aug 22: Except for normal production activities at the SITE Industrial Estate, four other industrial areas of the city suffered 50 to 80 per cent production losses, especially in morning shifts on Wednesday, as workers could not reach factories due to thin public transport and bad condition of roads.


Industries had experienced production losses to the extent of 30 to 70pc on Aug 9 and 10 as a sizable number of workers failed to turn up owing incessant rains.


On Wednesday, around 90pc leading retail and wholesale markets either remained closed or observed a half day. Industries could not send their local shipments to the domestic market for fear of damage to their products from rains.


Apart from low productivity, exporters are already facing problems in meeting deadlines for timely shipments due to thin presence of container goods’ carriers after a ban on their movement.


Chairman, Karachi Wholesale Grocers Association, Anis Majeed, said trading in wholesale food items remained suspended at markets as many people could not reach their shops due to accumulated water on roads.


Some traders, who somehow opened their shops, closed them early.
There was only 10 to 15pc trading activity at the Subzimandi on Superhighway despite satisfactory arrival of trucks from the upcountry on Tuesday night.


Chairman, Falahi Anjuman Wholesale Vegetable Market Haji Shahjehan, said some 400 to 500 trucks arrived on Tuesday night despite rains in the city.


However, only 100-150 trucks offloaded their consignments on Wednesday.
There were only fewer buyers from the city as many failed to enter the market owing to poor road passage inside the wholesale market that had submerged with rainwater.


Many traders either cashed in on the situation by charging higher prices, while others sold items below normal rates.


Chairman, SITE Association of Industry, Imran Shaukat, said production remained normal as 80 per cent workers marked their attendance, while arrival of administration people remained 50 per cent less.
He said situation about power failures and labour attendance remained satisfactory as compared with previous rains. However, export shipments and local supplies from industries almost remained at the bottom due to absence of heavy vehicles.


Chairman, North Karachi Association of Trade and Industry (NKATI), Faraz Mirza, said 80 per cent industries in the areas remained shut, out of a total 2,500 units, while the remaining 20 per cent units recorded only 30 to 40 per cent attendance.


Chairman, Korangi Association of Trade and Industry (KATI), Masood Naqi, said production suffered as 20-25 per cent workers’ failed to reach factories. He said of the 2,500 units around 50 per cent units failed to operate.


Senior Vice Chairman of Landhi Association of Trade and Industry (LATI), Dawood Usman, said as a result of only 50 per cent attendance of workers, production also remained low.
However, other activities, like supplies to local markets, remained very idle.


Chairman, FB Area Association of Trade and Industry (FBATI), Masroor Ahmed Alvi, said production fell by 50 per cent as only 50pc workers turned up.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-9, 23/08/2007)

Storm havoc in Karachi; 10 dead
KARACHI, Aug 22: At least 10 people died in rain-related accidents, mostly electrocutions, as torrential rains lashed the city on Wednesday, leaving the civic infrastructure in tatters.
The approximately 80mm of rain that fell on Karachi ensured thin attendance in offices, schools and markets while public transport largely stayed off the roads. Train and flight schedules were also disrupted. The Met Office forecast more rain for Thursday.


Two people died from electrocution beneath the head office of the National Bank of Pakistan on Wednesday morning.
A duty officer of the Mithadar police station confirmed the deaths and identified the victims as Ghulam Abbas and Ashok Kumar. A small road located next to the NBP office was completely flooded with rainwater submerging the stairs of the building.


The two victims were apparently trying to pass through the accumulated water, slowly moving along the building, when they got electrocuted and died on the spot.
Their bodies kept lying half submerged in the water for quite some time before being removed.


An Edhi ambulance took the bodies to the Civil Hospital where police carried out legal formalities, the duty officer added.


Edhi sources said that in Mawajh Goth a father and son died from electrocution. However, they could not immediately identify the deceased.


Similarly, in Boating Basin a security guard, Muhabbat Ali, who was riding a bicycle, was electrocuted when an electric wire snapped and fell on him on Wednesday morning.
His body was sent to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for legal formalities, police said.


In North Karachi, a 12-year-old girl, Dua, daughter of Islamuddin, also died from electrocution. The girl lost her life when she was passing close to an electric pole. Her body was sent to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.


An unidentified elderly man, who was on his way to offer Fajar prayers, was electrocuted in Azizabad.


Edhi sources added that an unidentified person was electrocuted near Tower. The victim was passing through knee-deep water when he lost his life.


Record or no record?

The Faisal base recorded the maximum amount of rain, approximately 80mm — slightly more than 3 inches — on Wednesday while the Met Office, in its forecast for Thursday, said rain/thunderstorm with heavy rainfall might occur at scattered places in Sindh, especially western parts of the province including Karachi, during the next 12 hours.


Afterwards, the rainy system in the province is likely to dissipate gradually during the subsequent 18 hours.


The rainfall recorded at the city’s airport was 74mm, the Masroor base 75mm and at North Karachi it was 68.5mm.


The city had received approximately 191mm during the rains so far in August, and with Wednesday’s 80mm at Faisal base, the total came to around 271mm, which was 9mm more than the city’s existing record for August, which was 262mm, achieved in 1979. Routinely, the city receives approximately 60mm rainfall during August.


However, responding to Dawn’s queries from Islamabad, the Director-General of the Pakistan Metrological Department, Dr Qamaruzzaman Chaudhry, said that the rainfall record of 262.5mm was set at Karachi airport in August 1979, but so far in the current month the rainfall recorded at the airport was 248mm, at Masroor base it was 258mm, at Faisal base it was 232mm and North Karachi 230mm. So, technically speaking, August 1979’s record of 262.5mm remained unbroken so far, said the met chief.


Planes, trains and automobiles

Light rain had started on Tuesday evening and gained momentum during the night. By Wednesday morning it was in full fury, forcing the majority of people to remain indoors.


Many people did not go to their workplaces and a large number of shops also did not open in the major commercial centres like Saddar and M.A. Jinnah Road, owing to which the city presented a deserted look. Attendance in offices also remained thin.


The majority of public transport vehicles remained off the roads forcing the commuters who were brave enough to venture out to travel even on the roofs of the vehicles that were available. The small number of rickshaw and taxi operators that plied the roads made a windfall and exploited passengers by choosing to go to their preferred destinations at their desired fares.The movement of trains was disturbed due to the rains and on an average all the trains either coming from up-country or going up-country were running behind schedule by three to four hours.


Flight operations of PIA and Air Blue were also disturbed as the flights of both of these carriers operated a few hours behind schedule, according to information provided by the Civil Aviation Authority.


Residents of the city, who had just recovered from the after-effects of the rains that had lashed the city some 10 days ago, once again feared for a few more days of misery following Wednesday’s rains.

(By S. Raza Hassan & Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 23/08/2007)

Widespread flooding hits roads
KARACHI, Aug 22: Wednesday’s spell of rain once again exposed the working of the city government as almost all major thoroughfares and streets of the city were submerged by rainwater, paralysing civic life and causing immense inconvenience to motorists, commuters and pedestrians.


The old city area’s sewerage system, which had collapsed last week, wrought havoc as filthy sewage gushing out from choked lines and gutters got mixed with rainwater, flooding various roads and busy streets of the old city, including those of Saddar.


A major portion of Sharea Faisal, near Star Gate, was submerged by waist-deep water, closing both tracks of the main artery for vehicular traffic. A motorist who got stuck there called Dawn to say that he had to abandon his car on the road.

“You need a boat to cross over the submerged road,” he quipped.


Hundreds of people returning home from work had to walk to their destinations due to the closure of Sharea Faisal at Star Gate and people going to and from Quaidabad and Karsaz had to experience great difficulties in reaching home.


A resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal, who works in the Landhi Industrial Area, said that it took him five hours to reach home.

Many cars were also seen stranded on numerous other major roads where knee-deep water had accumulated in the wake of the rains.


Dug-up roads and a number of other major arteries, which had developed trenches and deep potholes in the recent rains and had remained unfilled, also proved to be a nightmare for drivers.


People going to and from Korangi faced hardships as the main road leading to Korangi was closed for vehicular traffic as a portion of the road was heavily flooded.

Though the Liaquatabad underpass was also flooded with rainwater, vehicular traffic continued to pass through it as it was not officially closed.
The absence of streetlights on major roads also made life difficult for motorists.


Patients and their attendants visiting the city’s major public sector hospitals – Civil Hospital, JPMC, NICVD and NICH – faced immense hardships as both the roads where these hospitals are situated were submerged with rainwater.


The major thoroughfares which were heavily flooded in the wake of Wednesday’s rains included Aiwan-i-Sadr Road, Court Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, M.R. Kiyani Road, Shahrah-i-Liaquat, Mohammad Bin Qasim Road, parts of M.A. Jinnah Road, University Road, Banaras Chowk, Manghopir Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan, Tariq Road, the main SMCHS road, I.I. Chundrigar Road and different sections of Sharea Faisal.


Attributing the cause of flooded roads to the CDGK’s belated move of cleaning and de-silting the city’s major storm-water drains, concerned citizens said that had the authorities taken up the task of cleaning and de-silting the city’s seven major nullahs and over 400 link nullahs round-the-year, citizens would not have faced such an ordeal.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 23/08/2007)

DHA fails to drain out rainwater
KARACHI, Aug 22: The heavy rains a fortnight ago inundated large portions of Clifton and Defence Housing Authority and clearance activities were still underway when the spell of rain early Wednesday morning brought fresh floods in its wake. The submerging of a number of main thoroughfares and subsidiary roads reveals the dearth of effective drainage systems and an almost total lack of storm-water drains in these upmarket areas.


The aftermath of the rains in the first half of August was no less than a nightmare for DHA and Clifton residents, when waist- to knee-deep water collected in Phase-IV, V and VI of DHA, and some areas of Clifton, including Bath Island and Gulshan-e-Faisal. Residents complained of streets inundated with stinking water, which in some areas became mixed with sewage as the gutters overflowed. Basements were flooded and roads rendered impassable included B Street, Khayaban-e-Shujaat, 26th Street, Saba Avenue, Khayaban-e-Sehar, Khayaban-e-Shehbaz, Badar Commercial area and Khadda Market. Even the office of the Clifton Cantonment Board, which is also responsible for the municipal affairs of DHA, was surrounded by knee-deep, stagnant water.


According to a senior City District Government Karachi (CDGK) official, the joint CDGK and DHA operation had, by Tuesday, drained water from more than 80 per cent of the localities’ major thoroughfares. With yesterday’s rains, however, “the situation is back to square one,” said DHA public relations officer, Rafat Naqvi. He added, however, that “this time, the clearance efforts will proceed more quickly since the equipment and systems were already in place. We had launched an emergency operation after the last rains and those arrangements are intact; if it does not rain again, the situation should return to normal within a couple of days since the quantum of water is extremely high.”


A resident of Phase IV, near the Defence Imambargah, told Dawn that the water collected on the area’s streets is nearly six inches deep and the flooding is widespread. The situation is worsened by the heavy flow of traffic along the Phase IV Commercial Avenue (which is under nearly seven inches of water) since that is the only functioning link between Defence Imambargah and Khayaban-e-Bahria – the road in front of the Bahria petrol pump having been dug up for the installation of a storm-drain. The nullah parallel to Commercial Avenue, meanwhile, poses a severe hazard since it is under construction and uncovered.


Similarly, a resident of Khayaban-e-Shujaat complained that upon informing the DHA administration about collected rainwater, he was told that their area’s was the eighth in line for clearing.


According to Mr Naqvi, parts of Phase-IV, V and VI have been badly affected by the rains since they are in a low-lying catchment area, and he admitted to Dawn that the drainage system is inadequate. “There are genetic flaws in the masterplan because there is insufficient drainage. After the roads have been cleared and the spell of rain is over, DHA will have to invest heavily in a new and effective drainage system,” he commented, adding that the current clearance operation is being conducted jointly by the DHA and the CCB while the horticulture department has provided some sludge water bowsers. “The CDGK gave us equipment and manpower after the last rains and we are very grateful,” he said, “but that infrastructure has been withdrawn, naturally, because it is needed elsewhere.”


According to a statement issued by DHA, the equipment being used to clear the rain water includes suction pumps, mobile hydrants and sludge water bowsers. However, some witnesses have informed Dawn that tankers dedicated to transporting drinking water are also being used in the drainage operations.

(Dawn-17, 23/08/2007)

Rain flooding: choked drainage outfall is root cause
KARACHI, Aug 22: Karachi has received 271mm of rain in August and many localities of the city are therefore badly flooded. Some of them had never experienced such a watery nightmare ever before. The city fathers blame Nature and the poor for this disaster. One MQM MNA even had the gall to say that Karachi is sinking because of unauthorised katchi abadis.But is that really so? Even if the administration were to bulldoze all the encroachments and dump their inmates into remote regions outside the city, Karachi will continue to suffer similar ravages if the root cause of the problem is not addressed.


The fundamental reason why such vast tracts of land were flooded is the blocking of the main outfalls that carry water from Karachi’s storm water drains and nullahs into the sea. For this, responsibility rests squarely on the rich and the powerful. They have the clout to reclaim huge areas from the sea — quite often illegally — to satisfy their land hunger. In the process they are changing the ecology of the sea coast and digging their own graves, observes Parveen Rahman, the director of Opp-RTI.


Karachi has three main drainage outfalls that carry the city’s sewerage and rain water into the sea. They serve 14 towns and all of them have been choked or narrowed over the years either to make room for ill-conceived projects such as the Lyari Expressway or to reclaim land. This year the little bit of extra rain therefore played havoc with the city.


The three drainage outfalls are the Kolachi Bypass, the Lyari river and the Malir river. The Kolachi Bypass, which receives the Soldier Bazar and the City Railway drains, has been reduced from the 300 feet that it originally was to 30 feet. This has enabled the KPT to reclaim considerable land for commercial purposes while destroying the mangroves and choking off the outfall. As a result the rain water, mixed with sewage, backed up to flood Saddar and the business centre on I.I. Chundrigar Road.


The Lyari river has been affected by the construction of the Lyari Expressway that has reduced the river to one third its width. This links up with the Gujjar Nullah and the Orangi Nullah and flooding in these outlets affected the western part of the city such as Agra Taj Colony, localities around the Lyari General Hospital and others.


The Malir river serves the Malir, Korangi, Landhi and Gulshan areas and empties into the Arabian Sea via the Gizri Creek. This has been affected by the encroachment by the DHA at Qayyumabad that has halved the width of the Malir river. Here land reclamation has also narrowed the outlet to the sea.


It is strange that the administration understands the implications of mindless land reclamation but is not bothered by it. In a meeting at the Governor’s House in September 2006, this issue was brought up and the Governor directed the minister of environment to survey the reclamation of land specially in Mai Kolachi and other areas having an impact on the coastal areas. He called for an environment impact assessment report. As is the wont, nothing has been done.


While this blocking of the drainage outfalls has prevented a free flow of the rain water, other encroachments have also proved to be contributory factors. Many commercial enterprises and the corporate sector have encroached on city drains that have not been cleaned and dredged. At the junctions of roads and nullahs piped culverts create bottlenecks. Road construction that is taken in hand thoughtlessly serves as a barrier when the roads are elevated and no provision is made for the drainage of water. These roads have trapped the water in the open spaces adjacent to them. In the absence of coordination between the various agencies that are busy digging up Karachi so furiously, the underground structures, pipes and outlets have been destroyed quite mindlessly.


The solutions Parveen Rahman suggests are economically and technologically feasible and could save Karachi from such disasters in the coming years. One is the need to convert the Mai Kolachi Bypass into a low bridge that would not cost more than Rs120 million, she estimates. But the snag is that the land carved out by the KPT adjacent to the bypass will have to be surrendered to the sea. This will break the hearts of those who are dreaming of making millions out of this venture. But the bridge offers multiple advantages. It will save the mangroves. It will allow a free flow of storm water from the Saddar and Chundrigar areas (that include the plots marked out for the American Consulate that can otherwise come under threat in coming years). It will not disrupt the road artery between Boat Basin and Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan Road.


The encroachment on Malir river will have to be stopped. Similarly the reclamation of land in the Gizri Creek will have to be halted. No one lays claim to it but it has been going on surreptitiously for some time. It needs to be ascertained whether this is in any way related to the construction being planned at the Bundal and Buddo islands that will be connected with the mainland by a bridge in this area. The design of the Lyari Expressway will have to be reassessed and some solution found to the problem created by it. Dredging the Lyari river to compensate for the loss of width by giving it greater depth may not help if the sea level is higher. The water will inevitably flow back into the drain.


The solution to the other problems caused by the failure of cleaning the storm water drains and disrupting the underground and above the ground network is too obvious to be recounted here. Before the city government begins a drive to remove encroachments by the poor in the drains, it should start by addressing the drainage outfalls where the rich are seeking to mint money by encroaching on Nature’s preserve.

(By Zubeida Mustafa, Dawn-17, 23/08/2007)

Over 50 schools flooded
KARACHI, Aug 22: The rains that have wreaked havoc on the city infrastructure have also inundated scores of government schools, causing trouble to thousands of students who have yet to begin attending classes of their new academic session, which officially began on Aug 9.


Sources in the education department said government schools in various towns of Karachi had reported about the accumulation of rainwater on their premises for many weeks since June 23, when the city faced the first monsoon cloudburst.


The situation has left in the lurch thousands of students waiting to begin their new academic session. The stagnant rainwater that has inundated more than 50 buildings for several weeks is not being drained due to bureaucratic bottlenecks.


The sources said that more than 3,000 schools in Karachi are under the control of the city district government’s education department, but it has no resources, or will, to drain out the accumulated rainwater. The drainage falls under the jurisdiction of the CDGK’s municipal services department, which made little effort to clean the affected schools.


Schools in Keamari, New Karachi, Korangi, Lyari, Saddar and Jamshed towns are the chief victims of the situation. The Shah Faisal Government School in PECHS, Block 6, and the MAO School in Keamari are the schools to which the officials concerned have paid visits but the situation remains unchanged.

“The situation at the Shah Faisal government school was so critical that the rainwater had entered all of its rooms while most of its furniture had been submerged,” said an official.


The sources said the city nazim had been informed of the situation by the officials concerned and he has already ordered the town municipal officers to look into the matter.

“The nazims and the TMOs of all the towns should look into the matter on an emergency basis because students are the ultimate victims of the situation,” a CDGK official said.


A senior official of the CDGK’s education department said all the district officials (education) had been asked to gather complete information about the schools affected by the rain.

“The DOs of the departments have been asked to assist the town municipal officers in draining out the rainwater from the affected schools,” Fakhar Karim, EDO (Education), CDGK, told Dawn.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-19, 23/08/2007)

Major flooding on roads

A majority of the city’s roads were inundated after the heavy rains lashed the city on Wednesday. Offices witnessed low attendance and educational institutes remained closed as no public transport operated till Wednesday afternoon. Daily life was also paralysed severely as business activities came to a halt due to the rains. 


Almost all the major roads and arteries in old city, central area and the outskirts were submerged by rain water and mixture of rain and sewerage water due to both over flowing of the major Nullahs of the city and failure of the civic agencies to drain out the same.


A majority of the low-lying areas in the old city were inundated by filthy sewerage water making it almost impossible for citizens to reach the Sindh Secretariat, Sindh High Court, City Court, City Council, Urdu Bazaar, Bolton Market, Tower and all major wholesale markets of the city. 


The residents of these areas have to wade in knee-deep gutter water to get from one place to another. There was two to three feet water at Guru Mandir while depth of stagnant water was same on M. A. Jinnah Road.


Mukaram Ali Khan Talpur Road near Empress Market, Cant Station Road, JPMC Road, Dr Zia Uddin Ahemd Road, MR Kiani Road, Aiwan-e-Saddar Road, the road from Lines area up to FTC fly over, Burns Road, roads in Ranchore Lines, Kharadar, Methadar and Lea Market were worst hit as the sewerage system collapsed.


However, vehicular traffic was not very heavy as people didn’t leave their homes. Nevertheless, a major traffic jam was witnessed on Sharae Faisal from Airport intersection up to Natha Khan Bridge.

The track of Sharah-e-Pakistan from Liaquatbad Bridge up to Sohrab Goth intersection was closed due to stagnant water. The main University Road was also affected near NIPA Chowrangi and Safari Park areas while most of the roads in Gulistan-e-Jauher were also flooded.


The underpasses of Gharibabad, Liaquatabad and Nazimabad including KPT under pass in Clifton were clear for traffic by the evening. While RCD and Super Highway were also clear with National Highway that remained blocked near Cattle Colony till late night due to a protest against power outage.

(The News-13, 23/08/2007)
Schools remain closed


In the wake of heavy rain, poor means of communication and impassable roads, the City District Government Karachi announced a holiday for schools on Tuesday. Most of the schools in the low-lying areas were submerged by rainwater. The officials said that the announcement regarding the closure of schools for Thursday would be made in the light of the weather forecast. The rainwater entered into school buildings in these areas, which included Burns Road, Kharadar, Khadda Market, Ranchore line and other adjacent areas and some of the structures are already in a shambles. Secretary Education Subhago Khan Jatoi said that the announcement vis-a-vis closure of schools for Thursday would be made after the weather forecast by the department concerned.

(The News-13, 23/08/2007)
Rains destroy roads in Hawks Bay

The recent spell of rains have destroyed the Rs105 million, 26-kilometre road from Qadri Hotel, Hawkes Bay to Mubarak Village, isolating 70 villages, whose people use this route, said activists.

“It is the only road, which connects people of different villages. Now women and children are worst affected by this damage as during any emergency, they cannot be moved on time to any hospital for firs- aid,” activist Khuda Ganj Shad told The News on Wednesday.


There is no response from the town and union council (UC), as both feel that this is a job for the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and the Lyari Development Authority (LDA).


There are only four buses starting from three different locations, including Mubarak Village to facilitate the people in 80 villages in UC Gabopat, Keamari Town.

“The bridges were not built yet but the main part of the road was completely carpeted and was about to be launched after building bridges,” said Mama Haroon, a former councilor, belonging to Mubarak village. 


He urged the CDGK to look into the matter as residents had already pointed out that the development work being done on the road was unsatisfactory which is why the first shower damaged the entire road. The construction of this road was demanded by the people of the area, he added.


Similarly, the rain has also destroyed the road linking Hawkes Bay to Mauripur and the people are facing hardships. “It was a double track road which started five years ago. One side was completed up to Qadri Hotel and work on the other side was going on. The rain has exposed the ineptitude of the CDGK’s engineers, who could not plan properly,” Shad said.


The sanitation system in Mauripur has also been damaged by fresh downpour and the areas are flooded everywhere. The town management has already said that it does not have the equipment to clear stagnant water in the streets and roads, causing hardship to the commuters. They hold the CDGK responsible for this.


Meanwhile, reports reaching here said the road from Ghaghar Phattak to Manzil Stop, Bin Qasim Town, has created many problems as there is no way for vehicles to cross the road. 


The area people said that Bin Qasim Town Nazim Jan Alam Jamot has visited the site and has promised the implementation of maintenance work but nothing has been done so far.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 23/08/2007)
Gulshan-e-Maymar, Ahsanabad link roads disappear


KARACHI: Hundreds of residents of Gulshan-e-Maymar and Ahsanabad, located on the main Super Highway, are in trouble because two link roads connecting the localities with the rest of the city are submerged in rainwater.


The accumulation of rainwater has not only submerged the link roads but dozens of heavy vehicles are also stuck in the mud. The localities falling in Gujjro UC-4 and Songal UC-5 of Gadap Town have been neglected by the administration for a long time. The only link roads available have been carpeted for the last couple of years.

“We were unable to attend the funeral of our relative who died early this morning because both the link roads have been blocked by heavy vehicles,” Shahzad said. 


He also mentioned that when they got near the Ahsanabad police picket in the evening, they were informed by passersby that two passenger buses, one dumper and one truck loaded with heavy sacks of cement, are wedged in the middle of road.


Gadap Town Nazim Ghulam Murtaza Baloch was contacted twice but his cell phone was off. However, a spokesman for Gadap Town said that the town nazim had imposed a rain emergency in the area and had cancelled the leaves of all staff. Operations are underway to drain the rainwater from almost every nook and corner of the town and roads will be filled after this, he said.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 23/08/2007)

Lyari River rises, floods surrounding neighbourhoods ... again


KARACHI: At 8:00 a.m. Wednesday morning, residents of Central Muslimabad, UC-2, SITE Town, woke up to see that their houses had been flooded in the aftermath of Tuesday night’s rainfall. This led to a general scamper for higher ground, while salvaging household goods that had not already been ruined by the rising water. Moreover, this is apparently routine for the residents, because the region gets flooded approximately thrice a year, according to Mrs Rubina, who lives there with her husband and three children.


The Pakistan Quarter Bridge on Manghopir Road overlooks the Central Muslimabad area. The Lyari River flows below the bridge, and the under-construction Lyari Expressway can be seen in the background. Central Muslimabad borders the Lyari River and every time it rains in the city the river overflows into the surrounding houses.


“The last time it rained and the water rose, an electricity socket in one of the houses short-circuited at night. Electrical current entered the water seeping into the houses, and the residents were electrocuted while they slept,” Shahid, another area resident, told Daily Times. People in the area regularly lose electrical appliances, including television sets and refrigerators to the rising water. 


Rubina and her family have been living there for the past 15 years. “Initially, the river used to rise once a year. Lately however, the water floods our houses at least thrice a year. I’ve had to change my furniture thrice in the past year alone. We cannot afford all these expenses,” she said. Her husband is a policeman.

Most other men in the neighbourhood work as ‘dehaadi mazdoor’ (daily wage eaners) – they have to find work daily in order to be able to bring home some money. A lot of them work as painters, while some work as bus conductors. One man said he worked in the printing press of a famous publishing firm. The monthly earnings per family in the area range from Rs 3,000 to Rs 6,000.


Around 100 houses border the river, while approximately 35 more are located in layers behind them, on relatively higher grounds. “More than one family lives in each house, so the population along the river alone would come up to around 700 to 1,000 people. The population of the entire area is much higher, of course,” said Ahmed, who works as a ‘freelance’ house painter.


Residents said that they had complained to their UC Nazim, Haji Anwar Zeb, a number of times, but no action has been taken yet. 


“We even went to the Civic Centre, and spoke to the officers concerned. We spoke with Sher Mirani, and Matanat Ali Khan. Our men work on daily wages, so they cannot take days off from work. If they do, we won’t have food. We, however, have gone to the civic centre a number of times,” the women in the area told Daily Times. Matanat Ali Khan is the CDGK’s additional EDO Revenue.


“Everyone that we spoke to regarding our problem promised to come and check. No one has come yet. We don’t like living this way – no one would. We request City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan to at least come here once and take a look. They’ll come to know how great the problem is,” residents said.


During previous rains, children have been swept away in their sleep by the rising water from the river, they said. “Some were rescued. Most probably died. We never found the bodies.”


Even the area mosque, the Baqia Masjid, is flooded with water. “We don’t even have a central place to pray anymore,” residents lamented.

(By Urooj Zia, DailyTimes-B1, 23/08/2007)

Norway to set up desalination plant


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi signed an agreement Thursday with a Norwegian firm to set up a seawater desalination plant at Hawkesbay. The plant is to be completed within the next two years and will produce 25 million gallons of water per day (mgd). The estimated cost is $200 million and it will be built on a build-own-operate basis.


The ceremony was held at a local hotel and attended by Aqualyng Chairman Bernt Osthus, CEO Eric Jankel, Aqualyng Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd CEO Sheikh Umar Farooq, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, KWSB MD Ghulam Arif and EDOs and other city government officials. The agreement was signed by Ghulam Arif and Sheikh Umar Farooq.


The city government had signed an MoU (memorandum of understanding) on April 28, and announced that a desalination plant would be set up in Korangi to meet the water needs of the Korangi Industrial Area. The investing firm decided to choose a location in Hawkesbay after they conducted a study.


“The Sindh Government had allocated 100 acres of land for this purpose and the work on the project has started,” said Mustafa Kamal. He said that today is a historical day for the city government and the citizens. “The production will eventually increase to 50 mgd and the city government will fully cooperate with the Norwegian firm to set up this plant in the city,” he said.


Earlier, Bernt Osthus appreciated the cooperation being extended by the city government and other agencies. “The firm has vast experience in this sector and is already working in seven countries around the world. But the desalination plant in Karachi, to be completed in December 2009, will be one of the biggest plants in the world producing 50 mgd of water,” he said.


He also mentioned that they would use state-of-the-art generation technology in this plant and the water produced would meet World Health Organization standards. The water will be supplied through an 18-kilometer-long pipeline from Hawkesbay to the Site area, where hundreds of industries will benefit, he added. “A power plant is also going to be established by the firm, at its own cost, to provide a supply of electricity to the plant,” he said.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/08/2007)

Families move out as sewage makes its way into houses
KARACHI, Aug 27: Many families living in certain localities of Gulistan-i-Jauhar have to more to their relatives or friends because of the sewage that has made its way into their houses and apartment blocks. Those who don’t have such an option have to endure terrible living conditions and an unendurably foul smell in these localities.


Over the past few days, prevalence of waterborne diseases is being reported from different areas and there is a fear of an outbreak of gastroenteritis. Occupants of various apartments and houses have been complaining that choked gutters and sewers are responsible for the inundation of their courtyards. They said the sewage was seeping into the underground tanks of potable water, turning it highly dangerous for human consumption. Hospital sources said many children from the area had been provided treatment for stomach pain and skin rashes.


Among the affected localities are those housing Haroon Royal City, Noman Grand City, Arif Pride, Rufi Heights, Shumail Arcade and Ahmad Comforts in Block 17 which have become a breeding ground for mosquitoes and other insects. The rainwater accumulated in these areas several weeks back is yet to be removed.


It has been more than a month since the city government hurriedly dug up a long trench for laying a sewage pipe in block 17. But after fabricating the structure of the manholes, the workforce has disappeared without removing the filth that had accumulated all over due to the absence of outlet connections for the sewer from different apartment buildings.

The affected residents said they tried to seek help from the city government and the Faisal Cantonment but neither of them appeared ready to respond positively.


The other problem being faced by the residents for eight-nine months is the excessive dust in the air that has been causing breathing problem.

(Dawn-18, 28/08/2007)

Epidemics rampant in Sherpao Colony

The residents of Sherpao Colony, Landhi Town, are suffering owing to the already broken down sewerage system that was at its worst during the recent rains. The sewerage water that entered their homes and disrupted vehicular traffic is now causing epidemics. 


The sewerage system of this locality collapsed after the rains due to the overflowing of a major drain (Rehri nullah) running along Rehri Road. The nullah, say residents, has not been cleaned for the past three or so years and was completely inundated during the rains. Thus, there was no difference between the nullah and road. 


Due to the flooding, residents of Sherpao Colony as well as visitors at the Rehri Graveyard faced great difficulty. They had to walk as much as two to three kilometres in search of conveyance, since public transport buses (UTS 9 and UTS 37, F-21, W-18 and other coaches) were unable to come to this street. Residents said that the bus operators have gone on a three-week protest for the same cause in the past. Despite this, the road has not been repaired. They also said that the open manholes have caused several injuries to pedestrians and motorcyclists, besides damaging a number of four-wheelers. ‘I voluntarily inserted sticks wrapped in red cloth in it to warn passers by,” said one resident, pointing towards an open manhole. “Ankle-deep sewerage water entered our houses and our place is stinking even today,” he added. 


A student of Mumtaz Secondary School told The News that the school remained closed for as many as three days since sewerage water inundated the school. The town administration is pumping out the water by dumping it into the area which is why it continues to seep into houses. One of the residents said that the drain was cleaned some three years ago. He further said that the sewerage has dried up but many diseases are spreading in the area.


Moreover, some 10 to 15 manholes are clogged on Adamjee road in Bangali Para which has caused the overflow of sewage, leading to Hussaini Chowrangi, Sherpao Colony. A visit to the area revealed that the town staff had started cleaning the drain, besides covering the flooded Rehri road with gravel. However, they were seen dumping the filth on the Haider Shaheed Chowrangi.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 31/08/2007)
SEPTEMBER

DHA’s flooded streets

Problems faced by marooned people in DHA streets, who confronted a flood situation after recent rains, have shocked them. These problems will reoccur in the future if practical measures are not taken to deal with the effects of global warming as it has already rained four times in Karachi this year.


One can criticise the poor performance of civic agencies, which has already been done by residents and the press, or one can look for the silver lining and use this disaster to help find a solution.

The new DHA administrator has admitted that sewerage lines designed to cope with two inches of rain were the only disposal available in the absence of stormwater drains. Residents’ associations must take advantage of this admission and work with the civic agencies to ensure solutions on a long-term basis.


Last year also streets were flooded, and the Clifton Cantonment Board was apprised of the situation resulting from a lack of proper drainage system but practical measures were not taken to prevent flooding. We kept on reminding the CCB and the DHA about the need to build stormwater drains along roads, which were being built, like Khyaban i Shahbaz and Khyaban- i Sehar, which are flooded today.


Sadly the previous administrator had agreed in August 2006 to nominate representatives from all phases on the Cantonment Board and its committees until elections are held but this agreement was not honoured. The following steps should be taken by the DHA and the CCB to restore confidence of residents:


a. A professional consultant must be appointed to plan and oversee implementation of stormwater drains.
b. Six to eight months’ timeframe should be given for completion.
c. Prefabricated stormwater drains should be put in the six temporary drains and parallel roads up to Phase VIll with strong pumps deployed to throw water into the sea to overcome the high tide and gradient. These drains should be extended up to Khyaban-i-Hafiz in Phases V and VI. Similarly, the drain on Commercial Avenue in Phase IV must not be reduced in size and drainage in the Khadda market area should also be provided.
d. Residents’ worst fears regarding water entering their houses due to raising of road levels above their house plinths have come true with ground floors flooded and water tanks contaminated. In addition, construction of medians in the centre of roads by using vertical pavers for beautification has created mini dams which obstruct natural flow of water. This must be reviewed as streets whose levels have been raised and vertical pavers inserted have been flooded for the first time in living memory.
e. Since both the CCB and DHA look after the area, they need review as it should be under one organisation to fix responsibility. Alternatively, it should be divided into two parts: one being controlled by the DHA and the other by the CCB, so the buck stops somewhere.


f. Until local bodies are revived, the DHA administrator as president of the CCB should get approval for a residents council with representation from all phases. Thus residents will get a sense of participation and their viewpoint will be heard.


g. During rainwater removal many pumps were breaking down even though some were new. It should be ascertained who bought such substandard pumps so that in future standard equipment is procured.


h. Compensation should be announced for residents in the form of remission of taxes. This should be done voluntarily, otherwise litigation is bound to start to claim damages to property and equipment.


Many meetings were held with affected residents at the CPLC-NC being run by Defence Associations Coordination Committee in collaboration with the CPLC, two of which were attended by DHA administrator who patiently listened to angry residents and promised that his first priority would be fixing the water drainage problem.


Area citizens also need to wake up and be proactive. They can contact our office on telephone # 5350305 8 and cellphone # 0322 2304688 for help, guidance and filing complaints.


AZIZ SUHARWARDY

General Secretary, DACC, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 02/09/2007)

Floods in Sindh termed man-made disaster
KARACHI, Sept 9: Recent floods in northern Sindh were not a natural disaster. Rather it was a man-made disaster in which village after village was inundated just to save the lands and the crops of the influential government figures.

This was observed by Anwar Rashid, Director of the Orangi Pilot Project during a talk on the subject. Senator Rukhsana Zuberi presided over the event.


Mr Rashid, along with his team, has been working in the flood affected areas since the onset of the flooding following torrential rains in Sindh.


He informed the audience that the flood water had entered Sindh after playing havoc with lands and population in Balochistan. The flooding there was resulted from the overflowing Mirani and Bolan dams.

He was of the view that had a breach been made in the protective bund near Shahdadkot, these flood waters would have joined the Indus River only after flowing through a mere 10 kilometres natural water course. However, the local influential figures had stationed armed men along the bund to foil any such attempt just to protect their own lands.


He claimed that flood waters were made to flow across another 200 kilometres before they could flush into the Indus River. Dadu was another point where the flood waters could have been easily diverted into the river. However in order to save the lands of a federal minister, the natural course was blocked, causing inundation of hundreds of villages.


He criticised the government for failing to manage the disaster, and also the media, civil society, donors and the religious and political parties for failing to realise the situation and save an estimated 15 per cent of Sindh’s population.

“The situation is still grim though flood water is receding,” he pointed out, adding that the suffering population had to consume the same stagnant water since fresh water was not available. Diseases like gastroenteritis, malaria, skin problems, etc were spreading fast while snake-bite cases were on the rise. Medicines and vaccines for these diseases appeared very expensive, he noted, and regretted that very little budgetary allocations had been made to overcome these problems.


Mr Rashid said that the disastrous effects and after-effects of the floods might not be fully mitigated for the next five years. He observed that whatever the relief being provided by the OPP and other NGOs to the affected population was a drop in the ocean.


The scale and the magnitude of the disaster had not even been estimated in the absence of any survey by the government or the civil society with regard of the loss of life, houses, livestock, crops etc.

“There is no disaster management system either in Sindh or Balochistan,” he lamented, pointing out that masses had simply been left on their own to suffer in silence.


In her presidential remarks, Senator Rukhsana Zuberi pointed out that Sindh’s core problems were not being given the attention that they deserved in the parliament and assemblies.

(Dawn-14, 10/09/2007)

Child dies after falling into manhole

A minor fell into an uncovered manhole in Liaquatabad Town while flying a kite. His body has not yet been recovered. Taha, 10, drowned in the uncovered manhole near Al-Karam Square. 


Those present on the spot said that deceased Taha was the resident of Asfara Apartments and was flying a kite along with his younger brother aged between six and eight. While they were flying the kite, Taha moved forward to save his kite when he suddenly fell into an open manhole. His minor brother shouted for help and passers-by, along with the shopkeepers, came to their help and informed the police, Edhi, and fire office. 

However, all the agencies failed to salvage the child’s body. The family have accused the staff responsible of gross negligence. Search was on till the filing of this report.


MISHAP: A bus conductor was killed accidentally in Malir-15 area. Police said that the deceased was the conductor of a bus of route Y and was identified as Shahji, 24. The minibus was overspeeding. When reached the railway track of Malir-15, the driver lost control over the vehicle as a result of which Shahji fell to his death. A case was filed at the relevant police station.

(The News-14, 16/09/2007)

10-yr-old boy dies in open manhole

55,000 freak deaths waiting to happen?


 KARACHI: Rescue officials of the city’s fire brigade department and members of different social welfare organizations were unable to retrieve the body of a 10-year-old boy who fell in an open manhole near Apsra Apartments on Saturday. There are more than 250,000 manholes in 18 towns of the city and over 55, 000 manholes in Karachi are open, a KWSB official told Daily Times.


The boy who died Saturday, Taha, 10, a resident of Apsra Apartments, Karimabad, fell in an open manhole while flying a kite with his younger brother, Zeerak, around 2:30 p.m. Taha was Moinuddin’s second child and has three siblings.


Abdul Rehman, proprietor of a milk shop near the scene, was the first witness. “It was around 2:30 p.m. when they were playing with a kite in front of the shop near the open manhole. I was the first who responded to the screams of younger brother Zeerak,” he said. He said that he went into the hole after the boy but was unable to get him back. The rescue team and the city government officials came two hours later, he added.


Feroze Khan, a member of the city government’s rescue operation team told Daily Times that they got there after 3:00 p.m. and tried to retrieve the body but couldn’t. “It was very difficult with the heavy flow of sewerage in a 48-inch pipeline,” he said.


Municipal Services Department EDO Masood Alam said that officials checked the outfall of this sewerage drain at Gujjar Nullah but nothing came up there. He said that they have called for heavy machinery to open the main drain but the entire task will take some time.


Hamza, Taha’s 11-year-old classmate, was also at the scene with his father, Farman Ali. “He (Taha) was one of my best friends in school and we had planned big for Eid. This incident has spoilt everything,” he said.

“The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) operates and controls the potable water and sewerage systems and all these manholes are supposed to be managed by the board,” an official of the KWSB told Daily Times on the condition of anonymity.


“There are over 150 water-pumping stations, 25 bulk reservoirs installations, eight water filter plants, three sewerage treatment plants, 20 sewerage pumping stations, over 11,000 kilometres of pipelines, 25 million joints, 75 kilometres of canals, over one billion gallons of fluids, over 400,000 valves, and over 250,000 manholes,” he said.

He said that this data was from a detailed study that the KWSB had recently completed in Karachi. 


The KWSB found during the study that these manholes are lying open for various reasons, including theft by gangsters and/or drug addicts. The study further stated that among these open manholes, most of them are near schools and residential areas.


Citizens have expressed grave concern over the open gutters. “Just yesterday an elderly person fell in one of these open gutters right in front of the police headquarters, near the Sindh Road Transport Company’s old garage behind Ankle Sariya Hospital in Garden Area. Passersby saved him after a long struggle,” Syed Abrar Hussain Kazmi, an official of the CM’s Complain Center at CM House, said. 


There are rows of open gutters in some areas too. Right in front of the Habib Girls School, there are five open manholes lined up in a row, he added. “Not only in Garden but this is the case all over the city.”

The life time of the pipelines has expired and there is a need for massive rehabilitation. Karachi has a 45-year-old water supply and sewerage system scattered in 18 towns. Because of the old water supply lines, 35 percent of the water supply is lost to leakages or theft.

(By Jamil Khan and Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 16/09/2007)

Boy’s body found near nullah in Nazimabad
KARACHI, Sept 16: The body of the boy, who had fallen into an uncovered manhole in Karimabad on Saturday afternoon, was found lying near Gujjar Nullah on Sunday about 22 hours after the incident.


Twelve-year-old Taha was playing with his friends near Al Karam Square when he fell into the manhole. Fire brigade personnel, Liaquatabad Town and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board officials failed to locate the body despite hours-long efforts, area people said, adding that Sharifabad police later reported that they had spotted the body near Gujjar Nullah in Nazimabad.


However, the fire department claimed that the fire brigade officials who took part in the rescue operation had found the body.


Second among three siblings, Taha was the son of Moinuddin, a journalist associated with an Urdu daily.

His death on the one hand exposes the indifference of the authorities concerned, which did not pay heed to the repeated requests of area people about the open manholes while, on the other, it raises serious questions about the ability of the institutions to reduce chances of such incidents in the future besides assigning the responsibility of search and rescue operations.


EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam said, “The fire brigade is neither actually responsible for launching such operations, nor we are equipped with proper facilities to take such initiatives. This is primarily a job of the KWSB. The fire brigade is only mandated to launch such operations in fire incidents, which we do the best within available resources,” he added.


He said the KWSB did not cooperate with the fire department team who rushed to the spot after receiving a complaint and launched the rescue operation without engaging in arguments with the water board officials over the job responsibility.

“We asked for a sketch of the whole nullah structure in the area that could help in planning such an operation, but they didn’t provide that to us,” said Mr Alam.


A senior official of the KWSB, who asked not to be named, denied any such responsibility under any department of the board. He said the KWSB lacked skilled manpower while trained firefighters had all those skills needed to conduct rescue operations. “That’s why we need the fire department’s assistance for such tasks,” he said, adding that the KWSB was responsible for water supply and sewerage only while rescue operations did not come under its purview.

However, he said the KWSB management had suspended the executive engineer (sewerage) on charges of negligence and ordered an inquiry into the matter.

(Dawn-13, 17/09/2007)

Taha... the open manhole victim

Taha was very much like other young boys who had big plans for Eid and had also made some arrangements with his friends and classmates to celebrate the occasion. Unfortunately, however, everything vanished after his fatal fall into an open manhole over the weekend. 


Eleven-year-old Taha was a loving brother and an obedient child. He was also liked by his teachers for having outstanding academic record and participating in extra-curricular activities.


He was laid to rest in Liaquatabad C-1 Area graveyard after Zuhr prayers on Sunday. A large number of people, including his relatives, neighbours and schoolmates attended his Namaz-e-Janaza at Jama Masjid-e-Shuhada.

His body was recovered after 21 hours from Gujjar Nullah on Sunday morning. However, the rescue staffers of the CDGK’s Fire Brigade Department remained unable to safely retrieve the young boy’s body.


In the end, the body was recovered from the flowing sewerage water, no thanks to the officials’ effort, the area people claimed.


The people gathered at his funeral condemned the incident and held the authorities concerned solely responsible for this gory incident. “It is a shame for the entire society that a young boy lost his life due to negligence of authorities,” they lamented. They demanded for instituting a high-level inquiry and providing justice to the family.


Taha had three siblings and he was the second child of Mr Moin Uddin, a senior journalist. Zeerak, younger brother of the deceased, was also present at the place of the incident on that fateful day.


They had gone outside their residence in Apsra Apartments, Karimabad, to have fun while flying kite at the roadside.

The deathtrap open manhole was said to be quite deep with an extra-ordinary width. After hearing Zeerak’s screams, a local shopkeeper attempted to save the life of Taha and jumped into the manhole but he could not rescue the boy as he had already slipped far away.


‘Sadqa’ of 18 goats at Bilawal House: ‘Sadqa’ of eighteen goats were offered at the Bilawal House by the workers of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) on Sunday evening in connection with the announcement of the return of PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto. The sadqa was made by the PPP worker Mohammad Yousuf Baloch. Those who present on the occasion were PPP leaders Nafees Siddiqui, Dr Fehmida Mirza, Rashid Rabbani, Jameel Soomro, Dr Zulfiqar Mirza, Waqar Mehdi, Mohammad Uris Jokhio, Rafiq Engineer, Qasim Baloch, and others.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-14, 17/09/2007)

City Nazim announces plan to widen, channelise Gujjar Nullah

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, announced a plan for the development and widening of Gujjar Nullah. The city Nazim stated that the city government has decided to take immediate measures for the channelisation of Gujjar Nullah and service road on both sides at a cost of Rs 1 billion. 


He said that for the rehabilitation of occupants removed during the operation the city government will provide 80 yard alternate plots to all the affectees. Talking to journalists, he said that the city government doesn’t want to make anyone homeless but it only wants to remove the encroachments for the purpose of construction and expansion of this drain. 

He appealed to the people occupying the interior and exterior of the Nullah to vacate the occupied space voluntarily like the shiftees of the Lyari Expressway and assured that the city government will cooperate with them in this regard. 


Kamal pointed out that the objective of channelisation of the Gujjar Nullah is not to cause inconvenience to the people unnecessarily, but it is being done in the city’s larger interest so that they are shifted from an unhealthy to a secure and clean environment. 


According to the original layout plan, the drain is 13.5 Km long having a width of 14 to 37 feet. It starts from Shahrah Waliullah North Karachi, Buffern Zone and falls into Lyari River after passing through F.B Area, North Nazimabad and Liaquatabad. 

Because of the encroachments, its width has reduced from 5 to 10 feet and even less at some points. It was not cleaned for the last 40 years because the machinery for the purpose cannot enter the drain and a situation had reached where the level of Nullah and drain has equalized. As a result, it is unable to take in water due to which the rain water enters residential areas. 


Nazim Karachi said that in order to save the city from a major danger, it has become imperative for the city government to take difficult decisions in the city’s larger interest and rehabilitate the existing drains as per their original plan along with their channelisation and construction of service roads on both sides. He informed that after the Gujjar Nullah, work on the channelisation of Orangi and Manzoor Colony drains will be started.

(The News-14, 18/09/2007)

Minister orders immediate covering of manholes

Sindh Minister for Local Government Muhammad Hussain has taken serious notice of the death of a 10-year-old boy, who fell in an open manhole near Karimabad and ordered the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) to immediately cover all the open manholes throughout the city. He issued these directives during a visit to various city areas on Monday. 


He ordered a thorough inquiry into the incident and asked the MD KW&SB to take strict action against responsible officers and staff. The minister stated that he would pay surprise visits on public complaints and if any manhole was found uncovered the concerned official would be immediately suspended. Appreciating the smooth traffic flow on various city roads, the minister said that it should continue throughout Ramazan to facilitate the people. He said volunteers assisting traffic police are doing a good job and due to their efforts, the people are having hassle free travel. He directed the Towns to remove encroachments and rubbles from the road sides immediately, which too was hindering the traffic flow. He also directed the towns to ensure sale of essential commodities according to the CDGK’s price list and those indulging in overcharging should be dealt with strictly.

(The News-14, 18/09/2007)

Defence residents’ woes

AFTER the recent rains in Karachi, due to the utter negligence of the authorities concerned, the residents of the DHA suffered disruption in their normal routines as well as experienced considerable mental anguish.

In certain areas they continue to suffer even after a lapse of more than a month. Some of the residents also suffered losses to their property and household items.


The Defence Society Residents Association has been demanding of the authorities concerned to compensate the affected residents for their losses.


We are requesting all such affected residents to collect the claim forms from our office by calling 5880519. All the claims will be forwarded to the DHA and CBC and if not honoured, a legal team will pursue other means to demand justice.

It is time the real owners of the DHA, i.e. its residents, got representation on the DHA and CBC.

ASAD H. KIZILBASH

Hon. General Secretary, DSRA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 19/09/2007)

Baghdadi’s drainage system collapses
KARACHI, Sept 18: Residents of Baghdadi area say that the drainage system along D.D. Chaudhry Road, which was laid 50 years ago, has collapsed as it can no longer not cater to the needs of the growing population. Area people say the sewage line had developed cracks at several points which resulted in flooding of the road and adjoining streets with sewage. Many parts of the locality stink, they say, adding that this put their health at risk.


According to the residents, the sewerage system was laid in Baghdadi 50 years ago when its population was very thin. Now it is a densely-populated area where the obsolete system ceases to function, they say.

They also complain that water and sewage lines run parallel in the area and due to leakages contaminated water finds its way into residential areas. They request the authorities concerned to order replacement of the obsolete lines by a 24-dia pipeline at the earliest.


Besides, the residents annoyed over the delay in completion of work on Shah Latif Bhittai Road, which connects D.D. Chaudhry Road and Lea Market, say it was beyond their comprehension why this road has not been repaired so far despite great public demand.

(Dawn-18, 19/09/2007)

Nazim orders covering of manholes

Nazim Karachi, Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the officials of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) to devise a system under which any manhole could immediately be covered after the missing of its cover in any part of the city.

“Not only the water board staff but town and union councils should also instruct their staff to ensure covering of all manholes within their jurisdiction,” he directed during a meeting of officers of KW&SB in his office at Karsaz on Tuesday.


The Nazim warned that any negligence in this regard will not be tolerated any more and if any manhole was found uncovered, the area engineer will be held responsible for this. He opined that the permanent solution of this problem lies in saving manhole covers from drug addicts who steal or break these covers to get iron. He instructed officials of the water board to devise a system to protect these covers from theft.

Regarding traffic control, he said that Traffic Police did not come under city government’s administration.


However, for public convenience and to maintain traffic flow during the month of Ramzan, the CDGK has appointed 1,000 volunteers for the month to help the Traffic Police. The city government’s community police was also patrolling in the city to take immediate action for removal of any encroachments and wrongly-parked vehicles on roads, he concluded.

(The News-14, 19/09/2007)

Thousands of manholes still uncovered
KARACHI, Sept 19: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has been so reluctant to learn any lessons from the death of a child after a fall into an uncovered manhole last Satruday that it has made little effort to cover the thousands of manholes in the city that are still open.


Admitting that around 5,000 of the total 250,000 manholes in the city are still uncovered, sources in the KWSB, speaking on the condition of anonymity, said that though a huge amount is spent almost every year on getting thousands of concrete manholes built, nobody knows where they are placed and why they are not issued to the staff concerned despite the fact that a number of people had fallen victim to the open manholes in the recent past.


“There are many open manholes in suburban areas of the metropolis such as Orangi, Malir, Khokarapar, Saudia Colony, Korangi, Landhi and New Karachi. One can even see a number of open manholes on various major roads of the city including New M.A. Jinnah Road near Islamia Science College, main University Road and Rashid Minhas Road,” sources said, adding that a large number of uncovered manholes can also be spotted in different localities of the old city including Ranchorre Lane, Ramswami, Kharadar and Mithadar.


During a visit to different parts of the city one could see that on the one hand a large number of manholes are still without covers, and on the other the covers of various manholes which had been lying broken for a long time have not been replaced.


KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif on Wednesday ordered all zonal chief engineers to undertake routine inspections of the localities falling under their jurisdiction to avoid any untoward incident in future owing to open manholes.

He also directed zonal chief engineers, superintending engineers and executive engineers to complete the task of placing covers on manholes in the next three days; a report in this regard must be furnished to him within three days, or else stern disciplinary action will be taken against those found guilty of negligence in their duties, it was learnt.


Aside from the uncovered manholes, no warning signs have been placed at the ongoing projects, nor have any other safety measures been taken around several gaping ditches and trenches which the KWSB had dug in different parts of the city either for the laying of pipelines or storm-water drains, particularly in the city’s four industrial zones.


Even at those project sites where the KWSB had completed the task, the dug-up trenches are often left unfilled by the utility’s contractors for a long time, posing a serious danger to the lives of pedestrians in particular and motorcyclists in general.


Moreover, a number of deep and wide ditches, which were dug a long time ago while laying a storm-water drain on Tipu Sultan Road, have been left unfilled. Both motorists and pedestrians apprehend that such ditches might prove to be death-traps.


People residing in different housing societies located on either side of Tipu Sultan Road claimed that a number of motorcyclists and motorists had already fallen victim to these ditches.

(Dawn-17, 20/09/2007)

DHA allocates Rs750m for drainage system

KARACHI, Sept 20: The Defence Housing Authority’s Executive Board approved an additional budgetary allocation of Rs750 million for the financial year 2007-2008 to put in place a modern storm-water drainage system and upgrade the existing sewerage network.


The project will be designed in accordance with contemporary town planning concepts and will be built as part of the overall master plan of the DHA, says a press release issued by the Authority on Thursday.

These decisions were made at a meeting of the board chaired by its President, Corps Commander Lt-Gen Ahsan Azhar Hayat, held at V-Corps Headquarters here on Thursday.


The DHA press release says that the meeting reviewed the infrastructural inadequacies which caused a huge crisis in the DHA during the heavy rains of August 2007. The board took stock of the technical, organisational and emergency relief inadequacies of the DHA and the Cantonment Board Clifton that had caused immense problems to the area residents.

(Dawn-17, 21/09/2007)

Rs8bn sewerage project being launched
KARACHI, Sept 22: The city government is launching a project called Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan (S-III) with an estimated cost of Rs8 billion to maintain the ecological balance of marine life and improve the environmental conditions of the city’s beaches and seafront.
City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said this while speaking at a press conference here on Saturday. Additional vice-chairman Imamuddin Shahzad, Managing Director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Ghulam Arif and others were also present.

The nazim said the S-III project had been approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council and the federal government was ready to give 50 per cent of the required funds while the remaining 50 per cent would be contributed by the Sindh government.

“The actual time of completion of the project is four years. But we will try to complete it in three years,” he said.


The nazim said the process to appoint consultants was going on and reputable local and international companies had submitted tenders, which would be opened on Oct 5.


Highlighting the status of sewage treatment in the city, he said the total sewage generated in Karachi was 435 million gallons daily (mgd) whereas the capacity of the KWSB’s treatment plants was 151mgd. “A total of 345mgd sewage flows directly into the sea, bypassing the system,” he added.

He said the whole system would be upgraded and the existing capacity of sewage treatment plants would be increased to 300mgd. Besides, a new sewage treatment plant with a capacity of 200mgd would be set up in Korangi.


Mr Kamal maintained that with the commissioning of the S-III project the problem of sea pollution would be solved as all industrial sewage would flow into the sea after treatment.

(Dawn-17, 23/09/2007)

Nazim unfolds sewage plan for city

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced commencement of work on and implementation of the “Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan S-III” project at an estimated cost of Rs7.982 billion to be completed in three years.


This is a unique project in the history of Pakistan, he said.

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal announced this while addressing a press conference at the KWSB office on Saturday. He also said that this project had been approved by the ECNEC and 50 per cent of the cost of the project would be borne by the provincial government and 50 per cent by the federal government. 


He termed S-III as the ‘greater sewerage master plan’ and said that consultants for the project would be hired, and that bids have been invited, which will be opened on October 5. Local and foreign consultants will be allowed to compete for this unique project, Kamal added.


He said the total sewage generated in Karachi was 435 MGD while the sewage treatment capacity of the KWSB Treatment Plant (TP) was 151 MGD. Within this number, the actual sewerage treated is 90 MGD. Sewage bypassing the system is 345 MGD and shortfall in treatment capacity is 284 MGD.


Addressing a question on the environmental impact, the Nazim said that no adverse environmental effect is expected. Rather, the project will improve the overall environmental condition of the city and its beaches and may contribute to help industries comply with the EPA, ISO, and EU standards, he said.


The benefits of the project, the Nazim said, included better tourism opportunities, improved health and hygiene conditions as well as sanitation. The treatment process is very simple, Kamal said; it is essentially a conventional treatment system to be designed by the consultant. However, he added, a waste stabilisation system or sea disposal system may also be considered, depending upon projected loads and environmental requirements.


The Chief Engineer KWSB Misbah Fareed apprised the newsmen of the basic objective which, he said, was to divert all the sewage into these proposed new treatment plants to ease the pressure on the old and obsolete sewerage lines of Karachi which, at present, remain choked.

He said that the plant will be installed at Korangi over 350 acres.

(The News-14, 23/09/2007)

Rs 8b sewerage plan to be in place by 2011


KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has said that the Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan (S-III) that has been approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) will cost Rs 7.982 billion, which will be shared by the [image: image9.jpg]


federal and provincial governments.


Kamal said that the project including its planning, design and construction, was scheduled to be complete within the next four years and tenders for appointment of a consultant will be finalized on October 5. Local and international firms have been asked to participate in the process. 


He was addressing a press conference held Saturday at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s (KWSB) head office on Shahrah-e-Faisal. The conference was attended by MD KWSB Ghulam Arif, Additional Vice Chairman Imamuddin Shahzad and KWSB officials.


“The S-III will protect and improve the city’s environmental condition because after it is complete, the ecological balance of marine life and the cleaning of beaches and the sea front of Karachi will be maintained as every single drop of sewerage water will be treated before it goes into the sea,” he said. “Through this project, a new treatment plant (TP-4) will be constructed in Korangi near the sea to treat 200 million gallons daily (mgd) by Malir Naddi and 350 acres of land have been allocated for this. Also, the capacity of the three existing treatment plants (TP1, TP2 and TP3) at Mehmoodabad, Jameela Street in Saddar and Lyari will be increased to 400 mgd rather than the present 150 mgd, where only 90 mgd water is being treated of the 435 mgd of sewerage that is generated in Karachi.” This means that the rest of 345 mgd was polluting the sea at different sites through seven major drains, Malir Naddi, Lyari Naddi, Pitcher Nullah, Kalri Nullah, Railway Colony Nullah, Frere Nullah and Nehr-e-Khayyam.


The nazim said that the project will install a comprehensive network of sewerage to construct trunk sewer, interceptors and interconnections on these seven major drains and link them all into four treatment plants. “The treated water will be utilized for greenery and save the tremendous amount of potable water being used for parks, footpaths and other greenery,” he said.

(DailyTimes-B1, 23/09/2007)

Cleaning up the streams

THE Capital Development Authority has done well to pay attention to Islamabad’s network of 16 streams originating from natural springs on the Margalla Hills. These are to be cleaned up, rejuvenated and beautified under a plan unveiled recently. Many of these once naturally refreshing brooks have either dried up or turned into unsightly trash-choked nullahs carrying murky, stagnant and stinking water in the wake of neglect spread over four decades when population growth and urbanisation hit them hard. The CDA intends to revamp this network of abused natural waterways and transform it into scenic streams with landscaped banks and public recreational areas with walkways, parks, picnic spots and viewing galleries. According to plans, Islamabad’s waterways will also constitute a more efficient storm water drainage system for the city. The CDA planners probably got their idea from many European cities that have promenades with boardwalks, cafes and art venues.


While the CDA’s plan looks good on paper, execution will be a different ball game. Not only do tonnes of debris have to be removed from the streams and their banks, measures will also be needed to be put into place to curb new waste from being dumped into the streams. The numerous katchi abadis that have sprung up in the urban areas lack proper sewage and garbage disposal systems. Factories, hospitals and some commercial areas are also guilty of polluting the city’s waterways by irresponsible dumping. Even if the CDA does a good and efficient job on the project, its successful outcome will ultimately rest on the cooperative response from the public. Unless there is a change in the values and habits of society, both urban and rural, and residents learn to appreciate their environment and refrain from throwing trash and other hazardous material into the precious waterways, Islamabad’s stream revitalisation plan will come to naught.

(Dawn-7, 24/09/2007)

Man-made rain havoc

THOUGH it is some time when rains came to Karachi, the residents of DHA are still suffering from the after-effects due to errors of planning and bad engineering that turned rains into man-made havoc.


Houses at 10th street, phase V, were inundated by flow-back of the rainwater due to the connections made to the sewerage lines of houses to the stormwater drain built at great cost to take care of rainwater.


Some time back after the construction of the stormwater drain when the sewerage line got choked, the Clifton Cantonment Board in their wisdom got the sewerage lines of the houses connected to the stormwater drain, which incidentally runs beside the water supply line.


For reasons best known to them, they did this deliberately though the residents had pointed to the risk in doing so. As expected, the stormwater drain got choked by sewerage and flow-back of rainwater caused inundation of the houses through sewerage line connections, causing colossal damage to property and hardship to the residents as the water level on the road was four feet high and took five days to drain, thanks to pumping sets and staff provided by the Sui Southern Gas as one of their employees lived on the same street.


The same thing repeated when the rain came for a second time. The residents hope that the blocked sewerage line will be replaced to prevent the repetition of this tragedy and remove the contamination threat to the waterline by the leakages from the stormwater drain, which at present carries the sewerage from the houses located at the above street. Is this too much to ask for? In any other country the residents would also get remission of taxes and compensation for their losses.

NIZAM UL HASAN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 27/09/2007)

Redesigning manhole covers

THIS has reference to Asghar Z. Attarwala’s letter (Sept 22) as regards the open manhole covers causing deaths. Although the writer is generally right about various aspects of the problem, his views need some scrutiny.


First, poverty and ill education cannot be used as an alibi, instead the providers of these manholes should be held accountable since they are the ones expected to check the technical faults.

The maintenance crews unhindered by the consequences of their negligence seldom acknowledge the fact that these manholes are not death traps but are meant for public convenience which requires cleaning of sewers on a regular basis, to check that domestic waste water is flowing in U-channel inside the manhole without any gaseous emission.


Maintenance crew must place covers after the cleaning process is complete. The cover should be evenly flat, with the pavement, so that it will neither interfere with the traffic nor cause excessive wear of the pavement.


Second, the problems with the manholes are that they are not properly gripped onto their latches due to the design faults inherent in them. A proper design would make the frame rest on concrete wall with 1½ projection inches outside and 1½ inches embedded inside concrete for resting of concrete covers three inches thick, surrounded by a half-inch thick steel plate.


Third, cast iron manhole covers and frames are also manufactured in several standard weights for different traffic conditions and provided with locking arrangements which could serve as a better substitute than concrete or fibre glass.


Last, the drawbacks to fibre lie in its uncertain design life and its susceptibility to structural failure if it is improperly installed. Very careful placing and compaction of backfill is required to ensure structural stability.

A. Ahmed, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 29/09/2007)

OCTOBER

Sewage overflow causes traffic muddle

Stagnant sewage-laden water on a long stretch of Dalmia Road caused a massive traffic jam that stretched from Labour Camp Chowrangi to the Stadium flyover during the evening peak hours. Commuters through the Shahrae Quaideen were also stuck in the bumper-to-bumper traffic on Tariq Road on Monday. Due to heavy drilling in connection with the ongoing development work on Rashid Minhas Road, a sewerage line was damaged resulting in the sewage overflow along Rashid Minhas Road and partly on Dalmia Road. 


The impact of this overflow was so severe that the vehicular traffic from Labour Camp Chowrangi up to Stadium flyover moved at snail’s pace. Moreover bumper-to-bumper traffic caused extreme hardship to commuters from Labour Camp Chowrangi up to Jauhar Mor as the already congested road was further reduced due to development while the damage portion of this road also slowed down traffic movement. Passers-by said that the quantity of sludge was very large and would cause further problems unless removed.


A passenger of a minibus of the route G-7 told The News that it took him more than two hours to get to his work place “I got stuck in a traffic jam on Tariq Road and remained there for nearly one hour,” he lamented, adding, “The traffic was diverted at Shahrae Quaidin. Therefore the commuters showed impatience and drove randomly which caused the gridlock.


Traffic was diverted on Shahrae Quaidin towards Gurumandir and then towards Soldier Bazaar to Garden and then to M. A. Jinnah Road via Nishtar road due to a protest demonstration in front of the Quaid’s mausoleum. However, traffic was reported to be smooth on this route other than peak hours.

(The News-14, 02/10/2007)

Water and sewage networks in industrial zones
CDGK has 8mths to finish Rs 2.5b projects


KARACHI: The city government’s rehabilitation and improvement plan for all four industrial zones of the city needs to be completed in seven to eight months. 


The pace of work in these industrial zones has slowed down due to the insufficient supply of GRP pipes from Dubai, the shifting of underground utility services and the delay of payments to the contractors, Daily Times learnt Tuesday.

[image: image10.jpg]



Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) said that the rehabilitation and improvement of water and sewerage networks in Landhi, Korangi, North Karachi and F.B. Area industrial zones was aimed at improving their overall conditions. These zones have more than 5,000 industrial units and their old systems need to be replaced. The new network will enhance water supply to these industries and also discharge industrial waste into disposal points through a proper network.


“City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, after taking charge, had announced that all industrial zones would be revamped. He included these projects in the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme with the provincial and federal government’s financial assistance,” he said.


The industrial zones produce more than 60 percent of the national exchequer and their deteriorating condition is being noticed by foreign visitors, sources said. These zones lacked proper water and sewerage networks and this was also affecting their overall production capacity. 


“All zones were inundated for a couple of weeks during monsoon rains in the last two years. The conditions of roads and streets also deteriorated in the absence of a proper discharge system,” he said.


Kamal had also announced that GRP (glass-fibre reinforced plastic) pipes would be imported from Dubai to replace the old pipes. These new pipes are corrosion-resistant and much better than the locally manufactured pre-stressed pipes. 


Projects worth Rs 2.5 billion were initiated in the zones for this purpose during the last two years and were meant to be completed within seven to eight months. The projects include laying water and sewerage pipelines, conduits, drains and linking all networks with the main drains for a smooth flow of water regularly. None of the projects for these industrial zones has been completed although the current regime of the city government has finished two years of its tenure.

“The massive and haphazardly installed underground utility services like KESC, SSGC, PTCL and others hamper the smooth flow of traffic and their relocation also takes extra long,” he said.


Council of Industries of Karachi Chairman and prominent industrialist, Haseeb-ur-Rahman, has refuted the claims about delay in the projects and said it was just a part of the work. “Due to the massive relocation of underground utility services, removal of encroachments and others the duration of these projects which was being extended, not delayed,” he said.


Tameer-e-Karachi Programme Project Manager Misbahuddin Farid was repeatedly contacted but he was unavailable. 

The city government has also started various other schemes for the improvement of roads, footpaths, link roads, streetlights and beautification works in these industrial zones for which the city government has allocated a huge sum of Rs 4.5 billion.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 04/10/2007)

Killer nullah claims yet another life

“She was very scared of water. She had an abnormal fear that she even refused to bathe at times. I can’t believe my daughter died in a manner she feared the most,” wept the mother of three-year-old Areeba Asmat, resident of Guji Town, Azam Basti. 


Areeba drowned on Thursday night and is the third victim since September of the killer nullah located in the lower income neighborhood of Azam Basti. The open sewage channel, measuring 18 feet wide and 3 feet deep, is maintained by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. The area falls under the administration of Jamshed Town (UC-3). 

Areeba’s body was recovered some distance away at around 12:30AM — five hours after the incident, along with another unidentified body of another young girl whose body, claim officials, was at least a week old. 


Shaken by the incident, the City Nazim Mustafa Kamal announced on Friday that the City Government would soon cover the entire length of the nullah, setting aside the issue of jurisdiction and petty local politics which has not allowed any work on this nullah in the past. 


According to Areeba’s mother, Zarina Asmat, it was around 6:45PM when Areeba left her home with her grandmother to meet a relative. “My mother-in-law left immediately after iftar to meet her niece who lives in Lane no. 1 near the nullah. Since we were busy clearing the dishes, I did not notice that my little daughter went along with her,” said Zarina while talking to The News.


Areeba was playing with her friend, also aged 3, near the nullah while her grandmother was visiting the relative. Ten minutes later around 7:00PM the friend went up to Areeba’s grandmother and informed her that she had fallen into the nullah. “Initially none of us believed her. We all thought that she was lying and believed Areeba would be somewhere around playing but the little girl kept saying Areeba kalay paani mei gir gayi hai (Areeba has fallen into the dirty water),” added the mother.


It was when she persisted that Zarina accompany her to the nullah “to save Areeba,” that the mother realized her friend could be speaking the truth. “Since we were not able to find her anywhere, we immediately rushed to the nullah and requested some men in the neighbourhood to help us find my daughter but no one was willing to step down in the sewage water,” she said. 


Zarina’s husband, Mohammad Asmat, driver of a public bus route number U-1, was not at home at that time so she called her brother-in-law for help. “My brother-in-law immediately contacted the union council’s office but there was no sweeper available for rescue. The UC Nazim instead gave us the number of Edhi Trust and asked us to contact their emergency department.”


Lifeguards at Edhi were also unavailable at that time, since it was immediately after iftar. Later, one of the relatives whose husband is the driver of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, suggested that the family should seek help of the Nazim directly.


By 8:00PM the family managed to get in touch with the Nazim who immediately sent a fire brigade to rescue Areeba. The flow of sewage had to be stopped mechanically through a pump after which rescuers found her Areeba’s body along with another unidentified body after five hours. 


Meanwhile, Nazim of UC-3 of Jamshed Town Abdul Khaliq claims that he had also contacted the fire brigade for help and was with the family at the spot till Areeba’s body was recovered. Areeba was Zarina’s younger daughter. Her elder daughter Tooba Asmat is six years old.


The Azam Basti’s open sewage line is not protected with a boundary wall and due to massive disposal of waste in the nullah, the level of the sewage water has risen and reached the ground level. Areeba is not the first victim, said the relatives gathered at Asmat’s house. Several deaths have been reported. 


On contacting Abdul Khaliq, it was learnt that the project of sewage in UC 1, 2 and 3 of Jamshed Town falls under the jurisdiction of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board — a fact they refuse to admit, he says. “I know this is not the first case of drowning reported in the area. I have filed requisition for the construction of a boundary wall several times and have also proposed to the finance committee to allocate a budget for the purpose but they pay no heed,” said Khaliq.


Parveen Rehman, Director Orangi Pilot Project has also submitted a design of the boundary wall to Nisar Sario, EDO Works and Services Department, CDGK and is willing to assist the City Governemtn with the project but she feels the matter is still not their priority. “The construction would cost Rs.2 million, which is certainly not a huge amount for the CDGK to allocate. Money is not an issue but more of a priority issue. The local councilors need to pressurize the CDGK too,” she insisted. 


However, at this point when the nullah has claimed several lives, residents of the neighbourhood appeal that the CDGK and local councilors solve their dispute over the jurisdiction soon, to prevent similar unfortunate incidents in the future.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-13, 06/10/2007)

DHA drainage project contract awarded

Work to begin by year-end

The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has awarded the contract for the design of the DHA drainage system and up gradation of its sewerage system to Techno-Consult International. This was finalised in a meeting presided over by the Administrator, DHA, at its head office here on Tuesday.


The entire project would take two to three years to be completed in a ‘phased programme’ while a sum of Rs750m has been allocated by the DHA Executive Board for the project for the current fiscal year.

The consultant would employ a pre-cast modular design for building the new drains. In the first phase, three to four interconnected main drains would be built in this fiscal year to ensure smooth flow and drainage of storm water during the next monsoons, says the DHA statement.


The work on the first phase of the project is expected to start by the end of December this year and would be completed on a fast track basis on a 24-hour construction schedule.


It is pertinent to mention that the same consultants had designed a new drainage system for Clifton and Bath Island areas last year. “The project has been given to the said consultants after an elaborate process of prequalification and technical evaluation,” the statement further added.


Moreover, the project also includes framing of a master plan of a drainage system for the entire DHA through a topographical survey and use of modern Geographical Info System (GIS) technology.

In the meeting, the Administrator, DHA, also said that the roads damaged in DHA during the last monsoon are being repaired to make them functional, adding that they would be completely rebuilt later after laying the new drainage system.

(The News-13, 24/10/2007)

Drain cleaning as slow as sludge


KARACHI: Cleaning work of the city’s storm and sewerage drains is being carried out at an agonizingly slow pace despite the procurement of new machinery, Daily Times has learnt. 


“We are using nine grab-cranes, 21 sludge carriers and 25 dumpers to clean almost 494 drains of the city that measure over 8,000 kilometers,” said Khuda Bux, DO of the Municipal Services Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), which is responsible for the task. “Although we are using heavy machinery for cleaning, the massive amount of sludge and inaccessible entry points were the reasons why work was slow.”


He explained that in the first phase, they had cleaned up seven major drains of the city, which are Malir Nadi, Lyari Nadi, Pitcher Nullah, City Railway Colony Nullah, Frere Nullah, Nehr-e-Khayam while work on Kalri Nullah will be complete in a couple of weeks. In the second phase, he said, small drains and branches passing through the city will be cleaned and they were aiming to complete the task before monsoon rains.


Answering a question, Bux said that such a major operation had not been carried out in the last couple of decades and the land-grabbers mafia had constructed multi-storey buildings over many drains. “Massive encroachments on the city’s major drains had made some areas almost inaccessible for the machinery we are using.”


Sources in the city government however, blamed the attitudes of the officials for the slow pace of work. “The city government has spent more than 100 million rupees in procuring new machinery and employing people but the task kept delaying because of the officials’ attitude and encroachments on some of the major drains by land grabbers. Cleaning at such locations was made possible only when the CDGK’s Land Enforcement Department removed such encroachments,” sources said.


Sources informed that the task was initially assigned to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) last year following directives of Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan. But, looking at the little progress the KWSB had made, an irked city nazim moved the task to the Municipal Services Department in May 2007.

(DailyTimes-B1, 26/10/2007)

Storm water drainage rehabilitation programme

Will the Nazim get the support he needs?

With the city’s expansive growth, the provision of a proper sewage system has been a moot point facing all concerned quarters.


City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, is already on record as saying on several occasions that the width of all seven major Nullahs of the city has to be widened on a war footing basis and for this the encroachments have to be removed from both sides.

The width of all these Nullahs has been squeezed to the point where the original 37 feet (or little less), has dwindled to a width of about nine to ten feet today.


Kamal, while talking to newsmen on the site of the cleaning process of Manzoor Colony Nullah some three months back, expressed his fears that if there was more rainfall, the sewage of these Nullahs will flow into houses.


Later, Mustafa Kamal unveiled work on a comprehensive Master Plan called the “Storm Water Drainage Rehabilitation Programme” (SWDRP) which is being prepared to retrieve the original width of all major Nullahs of Karachi, restore their width and removal of encroachments. 

However, according to city government municipal group of offices, the SWDRP can never materialise till three agencies extend their full cooperation.

The three departments that must be included are the works and services department, the revenue department and the municipal services of group of offices. So far, work on these Nullahs is at a standstill.


The SWDRP, the brainchild of the city Nazim, will also aim to sustain the infrastructure of these major Nullahs as well as the two major rivers of Karachi - the Malir and Lyari rivers. 


Project Director (PD) of SWDRP, Rauf Akhtar Farouqi, said that besides the revival, rehabilitation and retrieval of all seven major Nullahs, service roads will also be constructed on the land recovered after the removal of these encroachments. 

He said that the SWDRP is a plan that is unique in the history of Karachi. He said that though there was originally an old drainage system but it was being used for sewerage purposes and with the manifold increase in the population, the storm water drainage system collapsed, he added. 


The PD said that it is for the first time that all town Nazims were invited and their proposals taken into consideration. Mustafa Kamal, he said, was determined to save the city from overflowing Nullahs and a tough decision will be taken for the removal of encroachments. 

He said this operation has been started from Gujjar Nullah, and disclosed that recently a Nullah had been discovered beneath Sharea Faisal and it had four channels and his department was planning to reuse it. 

He pointed out that the roads of Karachi always get dilapidated as there is no proper drainage system. This damages the roads after rainfalls, he said and added that when the SWDRP is prepared all, roads of Karachi will have a life of 40 years. 


Mustafa Kamal, he said, has also sought help of the federal government for the SWDRP which would cost billions of rupees if the whole network was developed. 


The City Nazim had time and again stressed that the biggest hurdle in development of the infrastructure of Karachi is encroachments and Katchi Abadis in the city. 


The Revenue Department in these days busy in the counting of encroachments and after that, the demolition process will take place. The third phase would entail the instalation of machinery for de-silting and then the whole process of rehabilitation will start it was disclosed.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 27/10/2007)

MPA dissatisfied over laying of sewerage lines in Landhi Industrial Area

Additional Vice-Chairman KWSB, Imamuddin Shahzad, MPA, has expressed dissatisfaction over laying of sewerage lines in Landhi Industrial area.


He inspected the water supply and sewerage works in industrial areas of Landhi Town and expressed dissatisfaction over the slow pace of work. He directed that machinery and manpower be increased for speeding up the work and provide relief to the people after its completion.

He told the contracting firm that pumps to drain out water from dug pits are insufficient and, therefore, their number be increased and pits should also be filled up simultaneously.


Imamuddin said that the objective should be to redress public problems not to add to their miseries.

The AVC said that City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, has launched water and sewerage projects worth billions of rupees which are in their final stages of completion. He said after their completion Karachiites would find an improvement in the water and sewerage system.

(The News-14, 27/10/2007)

NOVEMBER

Construction of SWDs to cost Rs477.5m

With the rapid population increase, the different Nullahs, on both the banks are being encroached upon in the city. The biggest hurdle is rehabilitation. Widening and increasing the depth is also an uphill task.

Keeping in view these hurdles the city government has chalked out a comprehensive plan for construction, rehabilitation and improvement of Storm Water Drains (SWDs) for which a network in the city is required to combat flooded roads during heavy rainfall.


Official sources exclusively told The News that at 12 spots of the city a comprehensive plan has been chalked out entailing an estimated cost of Rs477.5 million.


Construction/rehabilitation of SWD from the Finance and Trade Centre (FTC) to Shahra-e-Quaideen total length of new construction 1,100 running meter (RM) cost Rs22 million, total length of rehabilitation 800 RM cost Rs7 million.

Construction/rehabilitation of SWD from Jinnah Terminal to Chakoora Nullah total length of new construction 1,000 RM cost Rs22 million and total rehabilitation 27250 RM cost Rs34.5 million.


Construction/rehabilitation of SWD from Wireless Gate to Star Gate total length of new construction 2500 RM cost Rs50 million while total length of rehabilitation 1000 RM cost Rs5 million.

Construction of SWD from Colony Gate to Chakora Nullah total length of new construction 1000 RM cost Rs20 million.


The rehabilitation of SWD from Right Turn Bridge Drigh Road Station to Chakoora Nullah and total rehabilitation 400 RM cost Rs5 million.

The rehabilitation and improvement of SWD from Old City Area, Tower, Kharadar, MA Jinnah Road, total length of new construction 7500 RM cost Rs150 million and total length of rehabilitation 1500 RM cost Rs30 million.

The rehabilitation and improvement of SWD KDA Chowrangi from Pahar Ganj to Gujar Nullah Ziauddin Hospital North Nazimabad total length of new construction 500 RM cost Rs19 million and total length of rehabilitation 384 RM cost Rs4 million.


The rehabilitation and improvement of SWD PECHS Block–6 total length of new construction 300 RM cost Rs6 million and total length of rehabilitation 2700 RM cost Rs25 million.


Construction of parapet on both sides of Manzoor Colony drain (Defence Mor to Akhtar Colony) total length of new construction 1300 RM cost Rs15 million.
The improvement – de-silting of covered portion of Manzoor Colony drains in Mehmoodabad - total length of improvement 1550 RM cost Rs28 million.


The rehabilitation/cleaning of Kulri Nullah from Mauripur Road to seaside and total length of rehabilitation 110 RM cost Rs15 million.


To provide and fix grating/catchpits on both sides of SWD Sharea Faisal from Star Gate to Hotel Metropole and total length of fixing grating/catchpits 7,763 RM cost Rs23 million. The total cost of the above-mentioned works is Rs477.5 million and they are total 12 projects.

(The News-19, 19/11/2007)

Fourth grader drowns in nullah


KARACHI: Eleven-year-old Danish Imtiaz, a student of class four, drowned in a nullah on Monday near the Chanasar Goth Railway crossing within the jurisdiction of the Tipu Sultan Police Station. The police, fire brigade, Edhi and CDGK got there and managed to pull the body out after four hours. The body was then handed over to the boy’s family.


Imtiaz was a resident of Block-6, E-Market near the Chanasar Goth Railway crossing. He was passing there Monday afternoon and accidentally slipped into the open nullah near his house. “A girl standing on the balcony of her house saw Danish fall in,” said Tipu Sultan in-charge Humayyun. “The girl started shouting and her family informed the police.”

After around four hours, the boy’s body was pulled out of the nullah. “The nullah was about 10 to 12 feet deep, said the fire brigade’s spokesman, Zafar Ahmed. “It was very difficult for us to pull the boy out.” Ahmed said that the body was stuck and labourers had to be called in to dig a little. Danish was a fourth grade student studying at a school located near his house. The boy was the youngest among his three siblings. His father is a labourer by profession.

(DailyTimes-B1, 20/11/2007)

Child drowns in garbage-covered drain

Lack of civic awareness among the local residents in an underprivileged locality of the city claimed a child’s life Monday afternoon. 


Danish, five, son of Mohammad Imtiaz, 32, accidentally fell into an open Nullah, which was covered with a huge pile of garbage. At approximately 7pm, a town rescue team found body of deceased Danish from the same Nullah. It was found only from 8-10 feet away from the place of incident but took almost four hours to salvage.

The tragic death of the minor has left the family in deep trauma. 


Mohammad Nawaz, 37, Imtiaz’s elder brother told The News that just before the incident occurred, Danish was at home having lunch with his grandfather, Khalil-ur-Rehman. All of sudden, he rushed outside the house and soon one of their neighbours started shouting for help, and repeatedly told nearby people that a child was drowning in a local Nullah.


Nawaz said that a motorcyclist passing by attempted to save the life of the child and jumped into the heap of garbage but could not succeed in rescuing the child. He further said that the top layer of open Nullah was covered with huge garbage whereas drain water flowed rapidly beneath the garbage.

He added that the said Nullah was cleaned thrice by the local town administration, but the area people never give up throwing their garbage into it with the result that it is constantly covered with a layer of waste. 


According to Nawaz, the deceased’s grandfather is still in deep shock. 

“Danish had a slight mental impairment and went outside the house only in the presence of an elder,” Nawaz adding said, “it just happened that he left home without informing his elders”.


Talking about the incident, he said that it was around 3pm when he rushed outside the house and within a few minutes they heard people shouting for help. He added that two town earth-digging rescue vehicles along a fire-bridge came to search the minor but all their efforts were in vain.
“We did not make any police complaint nor did we go for a medical report. The minor was buried at Masoom Shah Graveyard at around 11: pm in the presence of family members and neighbours,” Nawaz informed The News.


Mohammad Nawaz, a resident of Union Counci-4 of Jamshed Town also said that road-digger vehicles attempted three times constantly to remove the garbage from the top of Nullah and two trucks full of debris were sent away from the place of incident. 


Nawaz, a transporter, further said that quilts, pillow covers, polythene bags and other solid waste material was found in huge quantity during the rescue operation. 
It was so sad that local people are not cooperating with the town administration and encroachments along the sold waste around the Nullah’s surrounding was the main reason of the incident, Nawaz said.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-13, 21/11/2007)

Faulty drainage system in Allahwala Town

Due to a lack of sewerage system, the Abdul Khaliq Allah Wala Town is facing a lot of problems which need to be addressed immediately.


During Naimatullah Khan’s term as the city nazim, the laying of the sewerage system, along side the main road, was started in March 2004. Initially, it was assumed that the project would be completed in six months. However the project took a long time and has been completed recently. 


Not many streets can be connected to the main sewerage line so far. Some people on a self-help basis connected the sewerage lines of their homes with the main sewerage line. However, there are many inhabitants who still don’t have access to the main line. These inhabitants rely on sewerage tanks which they have dug in the streets in front of their homes. Furthermore, the roads of the locality have been left uncarpeted. 


The Abdul Khaliq Wala Town is the part of Union Council (UC) 2, Korangi Town. The town has been named after Abdul Khaliq Wala who was the head of the Delhi Punjabi Saudagran community. In 1984, several plots were awarded to the community. Later on, a few members of the community who were awarded the plots sold them to other communities. Although a majority of the inhabitants are still Delhi Punjabi Saudagran but other people who don’t belong the community also live in the area. The locality is divided into two sectors, that is, 31-A and 31-B. According to a rough estimate the population of the locality is around 10,000. Only the 60 per cent of the plots have been inhabited. The entire area was awarded a lease status. 


The locality is situated at the Korangi crossing. On one end, the town is adjacent to the Darul Islam Society and Korangi Industrial is situated at the other side of the locality. Bhitai Colony is situated near the locality. 

Another problem which the inhabitants are facing is that of the shortage of potable water. Only a few homes have access to the water supply. The rest of the inhabitants depend on boring water for daily use. They purchase water cans for drinking purposes. 


Eighty per cent of the manholes are uncovered. The depth of gutters is not less than 10 feet. So, these open manholes are a potential danger for infants in particular and for elders, in general.


Most of the houses are single-storeyed — however, the newly constructed buildings are now ground plus four. 

The boundary wall of the storm water drain has vanished since long, which needs the attention of the concerned authorities for revamping. The drain in question passes through the centre of the area. 

The locality has a hospital which is known as the Lal Hospital. This hospital was basically built to provide treatment to cardiac patients. The locality also has a maternity home called the Bilqees Maternity Home which relies on donations


The locality also has a secondary school, the Arif Wala School. This school is providing education to both boys and girls in different sections. There is no proper system of lifting and transporting garbage from the area. The inhabitants themselves have hired a workforce to collect the garbage. Most of the inhabitants are businessmen by profession. However a few of them belong to the salaried class as well.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 26/11/2007)
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If Governor House gets dirty water, no wonder our city’s children are getting sick


KARACHI: It is small wonder that hundreds of children keep dying of dehydration and contaminated water in Karachi – Daily Times learnt from a health professional that samples of water from the taps of Governor House’s kitchen were once sent to the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research that confirmed they were contaminated with fecal matter.


This child specialist told Daily Times that the matter was as recent as 2006 because that was when water filters were installed at Governor House. 

The number of sick children from contaminated water goes up to 150 cases a day in the summers for the department of pediatrics at Civil Hospital Karachi. “Diseases borne because of contaminated water such as diarrhea kill 200,000 children in Pakistan every year,” said its chairman Prof. Dr Inkisar Ali. Every child in Pakistan experiences three to four episodes of diarrhea annually because only 44 percent of the entire population has access to potable water in Pakistan. 


There aren’t enough doctors and health centres to keep up with the growing population. Plus, 50 percent of the children in Pakistan face different grades of malnutrition while 10 percent are severely malnourished. 


“Governments, especially the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), should pay attention to mineral water factories located in back lanes, barber shops and food vendors because these three elements have wrought havoc,” said Prof Inkisar.


CHK pediatrics RMO Dr Ghayasuddin Abro told Daily Times that tap water is completely contaminated and surprisingly, mineral water, with the exception of two or three brands, was also found to be contaminated by the PCSIR. He said that due to paucity of water in the city, people use underground water. “However, underground water might be less infected by bacteria but it can be highly toxic. People should avoid using underground water unless it has been tested at a sound laboratory. The food stalls and open-air restaurants should be cautioned for use of safe water and keeping the standards of hygiene at par.”

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 17/12/2007)
DAWN REVIEW
Millions at risk!

In the last week of June, rainfall had started in nearly all parts of Sindh. It severely disrupted the coastal belt, including Karachi, Thatta and Badin. Rain has caused floods in the villages of Kachho, Johi, Shahdadkot and many parts of Balochistan. The recent flood has been considered the most devastating in the recent history of Pakistan.
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Floodwater swept away thousands of houses, poultry sheds, cattle, and farmland. Towns and transportation routes have been destroyed, and thousands of people have been forced to abandon their dwellings. Around 800,000 people have been hit by monsoon flooding in southwest Pakistan, more than 250 fishermen are missing, hundreds have died and thousands are injured as a direct result of the flood.


Tropical cyclone Yemyin hit Balochistan and just three days later, another storm struck Karachi, killing about 230 people. Out of the total population of 6.5 million in Balochistan, three million people have been displaced.


Due to the lack of proper support from the government, the protesters have waded through chest-deep water from the remote areas to voice their anger about the paucity of relief aid which consists of only packets of biscuits and water bottles. However, some emergency aid is being provided by various international and national organisations which includes water purification tables, blankets, tents and food supplements for children and women.


A survey has reported enormous human misery. Several towns are completely inundated. Millions of acres of agricultural land have been destroyed.


The recent heavy rains in Sindh and Balochistan have, by and large, affected the deprived communities. Floods washed away bridges and parts of the main coastal highways causing extensive traffic delays.
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Residents of around 10 villages around Shadadkot have been very badly affected due to heavy floods. Another 50 villages have been engulfed by floods that poured from Bolan and Mullah rivers of Balochistan. The floodwater of these rivers has spread in the Kachhi and Nari areas as well, which has destroyed agricultural fields, livestock and houses at large. The rising water has affected around 200,000 people of Shadadkot villages.


Some local NGOs have helped evacuate more than 300 people through boats. The villagers have been shifted to government schools and makeshift camps in Silra village.


Hill torrents have devastated Shahdadkot and Qubo Saeed Khan Talukas. Nearly all roads connecting the villages have been damaged. The water level is more than 12 to 14 feet high.


The local NGOs from all over the country are busy distributing food items. The residents of several other villages of the vicinity have also started moving to safer places through boats. Mirpur Gulro, Ali Sher and its adjacent villages are the worst affected. A large number of kachha houses in many villages have been completely wiped out.


The district administration has not responded to the situation yet. However, local NGOS have swung into action after getting reports of water entering the villages. Boats and swimmers are being used to shift the villagers to safer places.
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The Chief Minister of Sindh, Arbab Ghulam Rahim and Sultan Khawar (MPA), visited the affected area, but no help otherwise has come from their side. The people of the area scathingly criticised them for their indifference towards the alarming situation. A large number of cattle have been washed away in the floods, leaving the villagers possession less.


The situation paints a very grim picture. People are starving due to the slow delivery of food items. The health and hygiene conditions are terrible. There is a great danger of water borne diseases, which could increase the death toll figures. Communities under the open sky and in makeshift camps cannot sleep due to fear of abrupt rainfall.


The government and its aid policies have failed miserably to come up to the expectations of the trapped people. There is a need to implement urgent relief measures that could alleviate the people’s misery.

(By Hina Shahid, Dawn-The Review, 12/07/2007)

DAWN REVIEW

The twain meet
When it comes to braving the havoc wrought by rainwater, the rich and the poor in Karachi suffer equally.
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While many localities in Karachi turned into a sea of slush and water, others seemed to have become an extension of the sea itself. Rehmanabad, in Federal B. Area, is one such locality where rainwater brought countless miseries to those living in this low-income area. Situated at the Gujjar Nullah, the area is low-lying and many houses are built on the encroached part of the nullah. During the monsoon when the nullah overflows with storm-water, Rehmanabad, like many other katchi abadis along the stream, gets submerged in three to four feet of water. 


There is little that the residents can do as they helplessly watch water seep into their homes. And there is little that they can salvage when the water is waist-deep, if not more, everywhere. Open manholes and dug up roads are added hazards and how people survive in such conditions is a miracle.

(By Ambreen Arshad, Dawn-The Review, 30/08/2007)


[image: image1.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://dawn.com/weekly/review/archive/070830/images/review7c.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.jpg]





Manhole scare
Recently while driving and negotiating a curb, the front side of my car disappeared, all of a sudden, into the ground. Wondering in panic if the road had caved in, I soon realised that the wheel had gone in an open manhole which was not visible due to the uneven ground. Advice and helping hands got me out of the predicament.


Three days later it happened again, this time in another area, again the open manhole was not visible and again helping hands came to the rescue. Thank God for chivalry and kindness which is still abundant whatever our other drawbacks.


Coming back to the issue, twice in less than a week set alarm bells ringing. Was it just bad luck or had the authorities forgotten to cover the manholes? On the lookout to avoid further dips, I discovered, to my dismay, that there were open manholes on nearly every road of the city. Who was responsible for this and why was something not being done about it, considering that gaping holes in a thoroughfare can claim lives?


Then the tragic death of a ten-year-old boy who fell in an open manhole was splashed in the newspapers, and whose body was discovered the next day in a nullah a few miles away. Did the child deserve to die the way he did, and his family suffer for the rest of their lives?


It is not hidden from anyone that mostly drug addicts steal the covers and sell them off for a pittance, creating death traps for pedestrians, specially young children and motorcyclists. Shouldn’t, then, the municipality make covers that are not easy to pry open?


Unfortunately, it seems, they are busy with other important matters than paying attention to insignificant issues such as people falling in manholes and maiming or killing themselves in the process. And why are missing covers not replaced soon enough? We all know that manholes remain open for days on end with some good Samaritan ultimately putting in branches or old chairs to warn passers-by.


The complaints against these open deathtraps are endless. Newspapers keep printing photos of their victims. Those that remain fortunately covered, have lids that are higher than the road and cars bump into them if they’re directly in their path. Some drivers try to swerve at the last moment to avoid them, thus creating hazardous situations.


One just constructed road which took ages to complete, had its many manholes covered with iron lids which were higher than the road itself and cars would hit the covers, damaging their wheels in the process. Daily commuters became adept in manoeuvring past these iron traps and in the process becoming a problem for others on the road. Some of the lids have been lowered since then and not surprisingly, a few have disappeared as well.


There are huge manhole markings on bridges also, that defy commonsense with their imposing structures encouraging vehicles to come and hit them head on; they are placed strategically in the middle of the roads. Avoiding potholes, stones, open manholes and erratic drivers is no less than a daily marathon for commuters. Sometimes it seems we only have inept people taking care of our civic necessities.

(By Khurshid Hyder, Dawn-The Review, 11/10/2007)
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