Sweeping statements: The world’s dirtiest job for the lowest pay


KARACHI: Jawaid Iqbal wears a bright orange vest as he intently sweeps away rainwater from the roadside. He moves swiftly, with a handkerchief tied around his head to escape the heat. He is 53 years old, and has been a sanitary worker for the last 36 years. 


Jawaid must take care of his 76-year-old mother. “She has diarrhoea and no one else at home can support her,” he said while sweeping water off Shahrah-e-Faisal opposite the FTC. Jawaid has to take two buses to come to work. He has four sons, three daughters, and two wives, who live in the same home with him and his ailing mother. 


Each day, Jawaid spends Rs 13 on bus fare, Rs 18 on a pack of cigarettes, Rs 20 on lunch and Rs 15-20 on tea. He is paid Rs 8,100 a month because he is a senior worker; others are paid around Rs 7,000 a month. Jawaid’s rented three-room house costs him Rs 23,000 a month. 


Iqbal’s colleagues are in the same boat. “We work for eight hours each day and spend most of our salary on bus fare. Work conditions always get worse when it rains,” Ali Zaman said. 


Sanitary workers do not have fixed working hours during the rainy season. They work without any drinking water, and are given an hour for lunch. “There are no hotels nearby,” Ali Zaman said. The men aren’t paid any overtime, even when their shifts last over 18 hours. 

Often when they return home after an 18-hour shift, they are called back to work after only a few hours’ rest. Workers have to restart their task repeatedly, as the rain replaces the water they swept away earlier. “This rain is a curse for us,” Zaman said. 


Supervisor Natha Khan Chohan said that they just complain. “None of it is true,” he said. “These workers spend most of the year at home. They only have to work when the rains start.” Chohlan declined comment on the workers’ duty hours and overtime. 


Daily Times contacted DO Solid Waste Management CDGK Khalid Javed. “I can’t remember how many workers there are. I am at the airport now, leaving for Japan to attend a workshop on the modern ways of solid waste management,” he said.


“I have been serving as a sanitary worker for 22 years, but during the last seven years, I have not received any extra amount as bonus or in other heads to improve my living conditions as well as my family’s,” said Aziz Masih, a sanitation worker in Malir Town. 


The city government deputes sanitary workers. “In the previous local government system, under the defunct KMC (Karachi Metropolitan Corporation), we were provided uniforms every six months and sometimes the government granted us Rs 200 per month besides other facilities. After the new local government system in 2001, the respective town administrations have closed all such channels for the lowly paid sanitary workers,” he complained. 


Tufail Khushi, who supervises the work of 18 sanitary workers on the main road from Malir Halt to Malir Mander, told Daily Times that he had been serving the government for the last 12 years. “Presently, I am receiving a salary of only Rs 6,400 per month. How can one afford to live a normal life in this meager salary?” he asked. 


Khushi said that they were paid salaries after the 20 of every month due to the apathetic attitude of the town administration. “We belong to the lower middle class and depend on our small amount of savings to pay Rs 500 per month in bachat committees. Through these committees, we get Rs 10,000 after some time, and we spend it on resolving pending issues like renovating houses, submitting school fees for our children, and participation in weddings,” he said.


Another worker, who was resting under the shade of a tree, along with a colleague, to protect himself from the scorching heat, said that he would complete 25 years of his service in October and could be retired. “After such serving the government for such a long time, I am only receiving Rs 7,600 per month as salary, as the city government makes tall claims only and does not take any solid measures for the benefit of the extremely low-income group of employees,” he added.


They did not have benefits such as medical allowances, house loans, and bonuses. “The town administration doesn’t even give us brooms that cost Rs 35 only,” he said. “We have to pay for them. We use up two brooms each month.” 


Tariq Ali, a driver in the department of solid waste management in Malir Town, said that the government should lessen the service period and increase the salaries. 


Sanitary workers also complained that they were not paid extra money for working over time for weeks, during the rain emergency and other weekly sanitation campaigns conducted by the town administration. 


The Malir Town spokesperson, Jamal Nasir, told Daily Times that they had 278 sanitary workers in their township. “We achieved good results during the last week’s emergency situation, when a majority of such workers was handed over to the UC nazims to clean up their areas with the help of the town’s assistance in the form of machinery and staff,” said Nasir.

(By Jamil Khan and Amar Guriro, Daily Times-B1, 03/07/2007)

Iranian group to invest in solid waste management

KARACHI: An Iranian firm is interested in investing an initial $20 million in Karachi’s Solid Waste Management sector, which may be increased later.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said Wednesday that the city government has already planned to lift and transfer Karachi’s waste to landfill sites using scientific methods. Over five foreign firms working in this field in different countries have wanted to invest in solid waste management projects, while six garbage transfer stations are being set up with the cooperation of the Asian Development Bank.


Karachi produces 10 thousand tons of garbage daily. “The city government wants to sign agreements with those firms that can arrange for garbage to be lifted from each home with modern machinery and transferred to landfill sites after packing it” said Kamal. “There are vast opportunities in this sector.”


The city government has set aside Rs 700 million worth of machinery to design solid waste management using scientific methods. This equipment has been used to lift and transfer garbage that has been lying around for 20 years. 


The Iranian firm, Mobaraiz Group, consists of seven firms and has experience in solid waste management in Iran and Saudi Arabia. Initially, two thousand tons of garbage will be lifted door-to-door and then transferred to GTS and later to landfill sites in covered vehicles.

(Daily Times-B1, 05/07/2007)

Thirty 1.4m-rupee reasons why our streets haven’t been clean


KARACHI: Though the city government committed to washing the city’s major thoroughfares regularly, the mechanized sweepers purchased to do this have been sitting in the city government’s pool depot at Mewa Shah for the last three months.

The city government, on Governor Sindh Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan’s directives, procured 30 marathon mechanized sweepers from Turkey, each worth Rs 1.45 million, 16 months ago. 

The government, in a lush ceremony held at Baradari (Polo Ground) on February 12, 2006, inaugurated the machines terming the occasion a change in attitude towards civic needs after a gap of five decades.


The city government awarded the one-year cleaning contract to a local firm, Al-Khalid Agency, which was supposed to sweep the city’s 28 major thoroughfares. During the first year most of the vehicles had been damaged and the work was unsatisfactory. Even though the firm was known to have bad credibility, it was still commissioned the contract.


The firm was responsible for sweeping the roads at night and was given a workshop in Shah Faisal Town. However, not even one road’s cleanliness was maintained. After numerous complaints, the city nazim created a three-member inquiry committee to look into the matter.


“The committee identified the source of the corruption and the officials who were behind the damages to the machines,” said by one of the committee members. He added that the city nazim ordered to take stern action against the officials who were responsible but that he didn’t know what happened, if anything, after that.


Municipal Services EDO Masood Alam told Daily Times that the city government did not renew the contract with the local firm because it was unsatisfied with the work. “About three months ago, all 30 sweepers were given to the city government’s municipal services department which will sweep the city itself,” he said.


He also mentioned that the contractor left all the vehicles in a bad condition, and in the possession of a private firm to carry out maintenance. “It was the responsibility of the local firm to return all vehicles in good condition. But, it was later revealed that the contract was actually given to a three-firm consortium one of which was responsible for operation while another was responsible for vehicle maintenance,” he said.


He added that tractor trolleys were provided by one of the companies and the sweeping machines (that are attached to the tractor trolleys) by another firm. “All 30 vehicles were given to the company to be maintained. It will give back 10 sweepers in a couple of days and the remaining will be returned next month. After the vehicles are returned, the municipal services department will clean the major roads and maintain hygiene,” he maintained.


It may also be mentioned that the city government had procured dozens of new machines, worth Rs 720 million, including sludge carriers, dumpers, loaders, cranes and others, to maintain cleanliness in the city but all in the vain.


“The dream of being able to wash the roads using the sweepers will not materialize because most of the roads have been dug up and it could take years till they are completed,” sources in the works and services department said.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 15/07/2007)

No restriction on use of banned polythene bags

KARACHI, July 16: The government’s much-publicised campaign to phase out polythene bags, which pose a constant threat to the city’s environment and civic infrastructure, appears likely to come to a quiet end because of the authorities’ poor homework.


Market surveys conducted by Dawn showed that the restricted bags – those under 30 microns of thickness – have resurfaced after a brief gap. From milk-sellers to sidewalk vendors, supermarkets and grocery stores to fast-food shops and vendors of ready-to-eat food, all are packing their wares in the very “shoppers” the government is trying to clamp down upon.

In doing so, citizens’ health is compromised since polythene bags are made of thermoplastic resin which may add harmful substances to consumables. Experts say that ready-to-eat food should not be carried in low-quality polythene bags, including the recently-marketed red, pink and green ones that have replaced the black bags.


The scale of the issue can be gauged from the estimate that Karachi uses 30 per cent of the country’s total import of polyethylene (a plastic polymer of ethylene) and plastic, which together account for 10 to 15 per cent of the city’s municipal waste.


They are everywhere

Unfortunately, like thousands of urbanites across the globe, Karachiites find the thin, high-density polythene bags convenient and inexpensive means of transporting both solids and liquids. These non-biodegradable bags ought to end up in landfill sites or incinerators but are most often found littering the sea and the landscape, flying in the wind and defacing vegetation, to say nothing of the piles along various roads. Leaving aside the sheer ugliness of the plastic bags, they also act as carriers of dust, dirt and bacteria, get stuck in overhead wiring and clog sewerage lines, thus damaging the city’s infrastructure.


After years of appeals by citizens and environmentalists, the government of Sindh moved against the offending bags in 2006 by introducing an ordinance which later became the Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags Act-2006. This prohibited the manufacture, sale and use of black polythene bags, including any bags under 30 microns’ thickness, and set the punishment at a three-month prison term, a fine of Rs50,000, or both.


On March 15, 2007, the Sindh environmental department and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) started cracking down on the manufacturers and vendors of polythene bags in the banned category. Given that the provincial environmental department was unable to frame rules in line with the Act and also lacked the magisterial power required for the purpose, the ban was enforced through Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and on two different occasions, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal ordered a ban on the manufacture of such bags for 30 days.


However, under the provisions of the law, the city government may not invoke Section 144 of the CrPc for the third consecutive time on the same subject, claimed a source.


No ban in force

An additional executive district officer (EDO) of the CDGK, Matanat Ali Khan, told Dawn on Monday that there is currently no imposition of Section 144 of the CrPc against polythene bags thinner than 30 microns.


Earlier, as many as 36 mukhtiarkar and deputy district officers (revenue), supported by officials of the Sindh Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) and backed up by the police, took action against the banned bags until mid-May.


“We seized about 1,115 kilogrammes of the prohibited polythene bags from various places in the city,” said a source, adding that “106 persons, including those from large shoe stores, food and nihari vendors, medical stores, dry cleaners’ shops, bookstores and milk and meat sellers, were booked for violating the Act.”


According to a source in Sepa, the mechanism of dealing with offenders, including users, was not aimed at causing panic. Therefore, as an initial measure, the action was restricted to confiscating the banned products from vendors and small shopkeepers and lodging cases against the big parties.

What alternatives are being offered? 

The Sindh Minister for Environment, Dr Sagheer Ahmed, told Dawn that the anti-polythene bag drive stretched over two months with the objective of checking environmental degradation caused.


“In order to make the campaign more purposeful, Sepa also framed some rules in line with the Act but these could not be enforced because at a high-level meeting during the last campaign, it was felt that the thickness of the banned bags should be increased to 100 microns,” said Dr Ahmed.

“The government is being urged to consider this and if the plea is approved, some amendments will have to be made to the Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags Act-2006.”


The minister pointed out that a well thought-out plan accommodating the bags’ producers and educating citizens would also be required, and added that a decrease in the use of polythene bags under 30 microns’ thickness has already been observed and the environment staff has been asked to continue surprise raids.

Stakeholders in the polythene business argue that reductions in the manufacture and sale of the prohibited bags should be ensured by identifying suitable substitutes. However, environmentalists and conservationists believe that the government must first recognise the bags as a hazard and then immediately implement relevant laws to bring the public and the manufacturers in line with official policy.


However, they emphasise the need for the government to have the courage to completely curtail the manufacture and use of these bags in Karachi and other parts of the province. This, they argue, will pave the way for environmentally friendly bags. Experts add that unlike other municipal waste, polythene bags must not be burned since this creates harmful gases, and such bags should not be made of recycled materials.


“Only when these polythene bags are completely gone can the production of alternative materials be encouraged and ensured,” commented one such activist.

“Environmental concerns caused by these non-biodegradable bags, such as the blockage of drains, safety hazards, soil degradation and litter cannot be overlooked.”


According to a senior scientist, the issue is simply a matter of bringing to rational levels the amount of polythene in our lives, and handling polythene products safely.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 17/07/2007)

Less than 40 per cent city garbage collected

The state of garbage collection in the city is pitiful as less than 40 per cent of the 10,000 tonnes generated daily in Karachi is collected. In fact, the city’s health department and towns are creating more and more places for mosquitoes to breed, making the city one of the most polluted ones in the world.


In an effort to counter this problem, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal announced in a recent press conference that he has sought foreign investment in solid waste management. A number of companies have initiated talks with him but a deal has not been struck. The need for an investor in solid waste management was declared in a press conference recently. 


According to sources, besides city government collection, garbage will now be collected by town authorities and will then be dumped at Jam Chakro and Gond Pass. City government sources claim that weigh bridges have been installed at these two sites. Subsequently, receipts of garbage collection will be collected every day by the private contractor or other agencies named by the town.


The city government officer, requesting anonymity, said that a private garbage collection system does not exist but some towns are dumping garbage at two designated sites. However, not a single town sends its record to the Municipal Services Group of offices.


Furthermore, sources said that at present there is no record of how much garbage is collected by the towns nor is there any way to find out the amount of money being generated by private contractors or towns.


On contacting the accounts offices of various towns it was discovered that they do not maintain such accounts. A city government officer said that efforts made by the Nazim to clean this city have been futile. Now garbage is neither collected at night, nor day.


He added that the amount of garbage collected is almost negligible. Apparently, the Nazim has sent several reminders about improving the garbage collection system but his requests seem to have fallen on deaf ears.


Consequently, he has created a separate department — Municipal Services Group of offices — as a final effort to clean the city. However, the said department has not been able to meet expectations.


Meanwhile, main roads as well as secondary roads and lanes are filled with garbage and its accompanying odour. Town administrations have complained that they do not have the machinery needed to collect garbage and are also short of vehicles. Various towns have also cancelled the signed contract. Contract papers were awarded by the Nazim on February 15 at a very impressive ceremony but the garbage collection system managed by private contractors is nowhere to be found.


Despite the fact that the Nazim distributed large numbers of machines and insecticides at a grand ceremony, spraying has not been carried out efficiently. Furthermore, an effort was made by Sindh Governor to wash all major roads of Karachi at night through mechanical sweeping machines. In a ceremony held at Jinnah ground the Governor himself drove these machines. The Nazim spoke in praise of these efforts and announced then that the roads of Karachi will once again be washed. However, citizens have yet to see these machines at work. In fact, it is believed that these mechanised sweeping machines are now lying idle in workshops. According to reports, parts of these machines have been stolen, while others have rusted resulting in the loss of millions of rupees. 


The city government has so far spent billions of rupees on cleaning the city. With rapid growth in the population and the influx of migrants in the city, civic facilities are under immense strain.

(The News-20, 17/07/2007)
Waste management issues discussed

KARACHI, July 18: Inadequate logistics, shortage of sanitary staff and absence of dumping grounds are main constraints in overcoming environmental problems across the province.


These observations were made by the participants of a training course on solid waste management organised by the Municipal Training and Research Institute (MTRI). The one-week course was inaugurated on July 16.

The course was specially designed for the functionaries of the local bodies.


Coming from various districts and union councils of Sindh and Balochistan, nazims, naib nazims and municipal officers and sanitary inspectors also saw unchecked production and use of polythene bags and their incorrect disposal as a major obstacle to the waste management.

‘Safe disposal of waste’

According to MTRI Principal Mohammad Afzal Arain, the objective of the training course is to develop a model for self-financed solid waste management and disposal, identify possible hazardous waste and practices of safe disposal and management of waste through community participation.


Discussing the problem of waste management in the cities of Sindh, one official said that the absence of official dumping sites was largely being felt, particularly when the owners of the agricultural lands surrounding the cities had stopped allowing the municipalities to throw the city solid waste in their land further.


Now, the owners or caretakers were discarding the waste as it included polythene bags and other materials which could degrade their soil, noted one of the participants, saying that the protection of the environment from degradation was very essential for sustainable life.


Speakers also laid emphasis on the improvement of the system meant for collection and transportation of garbage outside the city.

Staff shortage

The long ban on employment of people in the government sector was also discussed at the workshop and it was viewed that the strength of sanitary staff, almost in all districts and union councils, had reduced for a couple of reasons, while on the other hand hiring of people on a contract basis was also not bearing any fruit.


It was also noted that one or two landfill sites or dumping grounds in major cities would not work as the transportation of garbage not only consumed considerable time but also cost the government extraordinarily, and as such more landfill sites should be ensured.


The authorities should make the system a cost-effective process, avoiding pilferages allegedly taking place in the garbage transportation business, another official said.


Participation and cooperation of the households was also sought for segregation of wastes at the source and then after their timely collection from houses.


It was observed in deliberations made during the course that people, most of the time, put the waste outside their houses only after the sanitation staff completed the collection round, which was incorrect.

(Dawn-18, 19/07/2007)

AUGUST

3,000 SWM workers suffer from hepatitis
LAHORE, Sept 2: Some 3,000 or so sanitary workers of the Solid Waste Management wing of the city district government have tested positive for hepatitis B and C. The tests were recently conducted at the district headquarters hospitals.


Over two dozens or so sanitary workers, performing duties in 20 union councils of the CDGL, told this reporter on Sunday that a sum of Rs200 was deducted from the salary of each SWM grade-IV employee for the tests conducted at the Mian Munshi DHQ-I and Kot Khwaja Saeed DHQ-II hospitals.


“We work under utmost unsanitary conditions that make us vulnerable to fatal diseases. The facilities at the SWM-approved health centres are insufficient. Lack of proper medical cover has resulted in death or permanent disability of several of our colleagues in most cases. There are hardly a few sanitary workers who are in good health after attaining superannuation,” claimed a worker who wished not to be named.


Ironically, the workers employed in the same category in another wing of the CDGL, the Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa), enjoyed free of cost medical cover at some 26 private hospitals for themselves and their families, he added.


Claiming that not even a single rupee was charged for the tests, District Officer (SWM) Dr Tufail said the situation was not so alarming. “Sanitary workers are poor people. They keep the city clean by sweeping and by picking up the solid waste. They are getting free of cost medical cover for themselves and their families at two DHQ level hospitals, besides other CDGL infirmaries at Mozang, Shahdara, Baghbanbura and Township.


Some three days ago, a decision was taken to provide free of cost treatment to the sanitary workers suffering from any type of hepatitis or any other disease. The CDGL will bear all the expenses whatsoever in this regard. After tests, will start getting all the sanitary workers vaccinated against hepatitis in batches of 100s. Arrangement will also be made to provide them medical check-up facility after 2pm, so that the workers who perform duties in the morning can avail it,” maintained the DO.


He said District Coordination Officer Mian Ijaz also agreed to the proposal.


Dr Tufail said the SWM had been extending regular waste removal services to 33 per cent of the city’s population, 33 per cent was being served partly while the remaining 34 per cent was not being served at all.


“We are short of resources and manpower. Lahore city covered an area of 440 square kilometres but the area under the CDGL is now 1,770 square kilometres.


“The city produces 4,800 tons of solid waste daily on an average. The figures are based on the World Bank formula according to which every person generates 0.65 kilogramme solid waste daily. Furthermore, the city has some five million people in transit daily — who come to Lahore and leave — but they do produce solid waste.


“At present, solid waste is being dumped at three sites. The 600-kanal patch along Mahmood Booti on Bund Road receives around 1,100 tons, the 350 kanal space near Saggian Bridge 2,000 tons, while the 200 kanal plot near Bagrian in Green Town gets 500 to 600 tons daily on an average,” he said.

He said most of the 7,500 or so workers serving an estimated population of eight million were in the 40-plus age group. They worked round-the-clock to lift around 3,000 tons of the waste generated daily, he added.


“We have to work extra hours, even at night in view of our limited lifting capacity. Of the total 374 SWM vehicles, around 300 worked daily which were much short of the requirement to meet the workload,” the DO said, and added that Karachi by comparison had some 18,000 workers to lift solid waste produced by some 10 million-plus people.

(By Zaheer Mahmood Siddiqui, Dawn-9, 03/09/2007)

OCTOBER

The garbage equation

The partial lifting of garbage by the towns of Karachi is resulting in 90,000 tonnes of garbage being left every month in the city, which is causing serious environmental pollution and increasing the breeding of mosquitoes and flies.


The city government municipal services said that 8,000 tonnes of garbage is generated daily in Karachi of which 5,000 tonnes of garbage is lifted and dumped at two landfill sites Jam Chakro and Gondpass while 3,000 tonnes remaining is spread all over the city.


Municipal services sources said that machinery of the towns used to lift the garbage had become obsolete. 


These days, the towns are spending millions of rupees on solid waste management but no positive results are evident.


The towns are relying completely on the municipal services group of offices and its 70 vehicles that are busy in lifting the garbage of the towns and then dumping it at landfill sites. The group of offices claim that their main responsibility was to lift the garbage from 19 corridors. 

The sources said that a major chunk of the garbage is lifted by it, and if the towns started lifting themselves then so much garbage would not be seen in the city.


The group of offices said that now the towns have started making dumping sites within the town’s limits and Liaquatabad town has even built a major dumping area in its FC Area and, at present, 500 trucks of garbage are dumped at that site.


In Site town, there is another garbage dumping site near the Mewashah graveyard and the KMC flats. Sources in the group of offices said that no garbage or debris would be found at the 19 corridors. 


The sources also said that, at present, they have all the computerised records of garbage dumping, however, a few towns are dumping the garbage at land fill sites which include Saddar town, Korangi and Gulshan-e-Iqbal.


As of January 15, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had given the municipal services group of offices the responsibility of lifting and dumping garbage at two landfill sites and machinery worth Rs720 million was purchased for this purpose.

The solid waste management system in Karachi was privatised on February 15, 2006, in all 18 towns of Karachi. The estimated cost of transportation, when the city district Government used to lift the garbage, was Rs1.08 million per day. The total number of garbage vehicles was 543, and garbage vehicles in use were 453 with 400 usually visible on the ground - the others remaining in the workshop or out of order.


According to the CDGK’s estimatations, garbage generation per day was 6,113 tonnes and the actual lifting was 5,057 tonnes. The backlog in this case was 1,057 tonnes per day - considerably lower than today’s 3,000 tonnes.


In this case, scavengers are a blessing in disguise, accounting for 600 tonnes of recyclable material daily. The recycling industry provides employment to more than 55,000 families.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 26/10/2007)

Solid waste mismanagement
Littering in Pakistan can be redefined as a favourite national pastime, proved by the appearance of roads, streets and public thoroughfares across the [image: image1.jpg]


country. Hyderabad, the second largest city in Sindh, has not been spared this evil either.  Further leading to degradation of environment in the city is poor solid waste management, improper collection of garbage, and lack of recycling options, which leaves nothing but burning garbage as a means of its disposal.

The environment in general, and Pakistan in particular, faces a lot of challenges because of the loose, ignorant attitude people display towards keeping their surroundings clean, and the negligible role the government plays in promoting eco-friendly practices. Green practices are restricted for photo-ops, with no thought going towards global warming, despite the fact that the rest of the world has gone to the extent of awarding a Nobel prize for combating environment change.

Not preparing for the future challenges is one thing but we being a nation and society have not yet realized the current and future situation caused by global climate change. But thus far, it seems that those in a position to do so are only using the available resources to their own ends and agendas.

Garbage collection and its recycling has almost evolved into an art in developed countries and also in developing countries; solid waste management attracts a lot of attention from the concerned corner and awareness among general public is a key factor in maintaining decent environmental standards.
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First of all, there is no classification of waste as there are no separate boxes for separate kinds of waste available at every corner as can be seen in developed countries. According to an independent analysis the waste collected from major cities includes more than 35 per cent of dust.

With so much dust in the waste it is almost impossible to attempt at managing solid waste and utilize it to produce electricity. As a result, the environment continues to deteriorate seriously.

The citizens of Hyderabad, much like most in other parts of the country, too, are unfamiliar with trends such as global warming. Yet they still are aware of the fact that the climate is changing so drastically that severe rains and floods have lashed the country in the last few years as never before.

Citizens throw garbage from their houses in nearby waste boxes but many areas in the city do not have these boxes installed at all, and where they are present their condition is terrible. This is despite the fact that the city government has really gotten into gear with a more efficient process for collecting waste from various locations and has also equipped union councils to help municipal administration in this regard.

One might wonder where the garbage goes once it has been collected, and the answer is clear, it is taken to empty spaces far from residential and commercial areas, and burnt.

The fumes from the burning garbage raid the air and cause environmental degradation. There are various causes leading to this, ranging from the manner in which garbage is collected, to which it is disposed, without any classification of material and particles in the garbage; this aggravates the problem manifold.

Iqbal Hussein, who worked as a garbage collection contractor in four Karachi towns tells Kolachi that a big problem occurred when the solid waste management policy was being prepared, and garbage was defined as a collection of everything from papers to glass and plastic to water littered bags and dust. He said that when a lifter collects garbage from the waste bins it also picks up dust, and at an average 30 per cent dust was collected hence making the garbage unrecycleable.

A noted consultant physician in Hyderabad tells Kolachi that a large number of people who come to him have fallen ill with diseases that are caused due to environment degradation. The environment plays a vital role in the health of humans and deterioration of the environment actually causes bacteria present in the human body to reactivate.

In Karachi, there was a plan to improve the solid waste management system but an involved individual tells Kolachi that garbage is collected from various towns and localities and dumped into a ground where it is later set to fire.

The question that arises is; where does management enter the equation? The district governments are not equipped to the extent of avoiding affecting the environment with a few earnest measures taken such as dumping the garbage underground instead of burning it in the open.
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The district government of Hyderabad has no plan as such for solid waste management; the garbage is collected on routine basis and sometimes when a driver or dumper want to save fuel, they just dispose of the garbage anywhere they wish.

District Nazim Kanwar Naveed Jameel tells Kolachi that the Taluka Municipal Administrations (TMA) are responsible for lifting garbage, but being aware of their meager resources the district government started supporting TMAs after Kanwar Naveed took over as Nazim. He said that collections points are present in three Hyderabad talukas including Latifabad, Qasimabad and Hyderabad City while rural Hyderabad does not enjoy the benefits of collection points and garbage collecting vehicles.

"The district government provided 41 vehicles for garbage collection to the TMAs on a union council level," Kanwar Naveed reveals, and adds that this was just the beginning and vehicles will be provided to rural talukas in the coming month.

He agreed that solid waste management is a difficult process but added that he initiated and sent proposals to various international firms for recycling of garbage.

"You must be aware of the fact that in western and developed countries there is a process of collecting garbage as per classification and it makes the job easier for those who collect it," he says but adds that in our country there is no method to go about the job.

He said that classified garbage collecting units are not available but even then he had already made instructions to concerned quarters including TMAs as well as the police to stop burning garbage in order to avoid environment degradation.

"Yet garbage is still being burnt but necessary directives have been issued and action has been taken against those involved in burning in garbage and causing harm to the environment," Kanwar Naveed informs Kolachi.

 Dr Mushtaq Baloch, director of Center for Environmental Sciences at Sindh University tells Kolachi that different gases are emitted when garbage is burnt without removal of hazardous materials as is done in most developed countries.

Garbage is burnt in foreign countries too, he explains and adds that the main difference is that hazardous materials are removed from garbage in those countries. In Pakistan no such distinction is made thus the atmosphere is adversely affected.

He is of the view that burning garbage causes health problems for citizens and also affects the environment and stresses the need for solid waste management on scientific lines to avert problems of environment degradation.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must play an important role on provincial as well as district level to discourage the practice of burning garbage and mismanaging solid waste.

The district government is planning to launch a campaign in November to create awareness amongst the general public to drop the garbage at collection points once a day. From that point, lifters will be able to easily collect and dump it at a place away from the population.

In developed countries, separate bins for different items are provided making it easier to utilize the garbage for recycling and generation of electricity. Though such a trend might take many decades to develop in our part of the world, one can take steps towards this on an individual level, by not littering, and avoiding burning all sorts of waste without distinction.

The authorities should conduct a national study for classification of garbage as a pilot project so that international firms may be able to step in and introduce recycling of garbage, keeping damage to environment at a minimum, and global climate change at bay.

(By Adeel Pathan, The News-42 Kolachi, 28/10/2007)

NOVEMBER

Where there’s smoke, there’s garbage being burnt

Hundreds of tonnes of solid waste and garbage, instead of being shifted to landfill sites, are being burnt daily by the administration of Jamshed Town in an open space adjacent to the Korangi Expressway, near a Nullah in Akhtar Colony, creating a serious health hazard for area residents.


The illegal and immoral act is being carried out on a daily basis for the last three or four months in violation of relevant environmental laws as well as civic norms and values without taking into consideration its adverse effects on the health of thousands of people living in nearby localities.


Thick clouds of smoke as well as the intolerant odor of burning garbage can be seen and smelt as soon as motorists venture onto the Korangi Expressway and the causeway that leads to the Korangi industrial area, making it immensely difficult to travel on the road.


The smoke, containing highly poisonous gasses including carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, dioxin and hydrogen cyanide, engulfs the nearby areas including Manzoor Colony, Akhtar Colony, Mahmoodabad and Defence View most of the time and has made the lives of people there miserable.


According to area people, the practice of dumping and burning garbage in front of these colonies at the bank of the Malir river was started a few months back by the Jamshaid Town administration as a result of which they were in the grip of numerous kinds of diseases — especially chest and respiratory-tract ailments.


Environmentalist Nasarul Islam Usmani, who travels daily on the Korangi Expressway to and from his office told The News that, in the evening, the smoke emitted by the burning garbage greatly reduces visibility on the road and also causes suffocation to motorists.


“The thick clouds of smoke from the burning litter can result in fatal accidents on this highway. It is an extremely dangerous practice being carried out by the civic authorities and they would have to be blamed for any loss of life and health hazards to those living across the road,” he observed.


Usmani, who is an M.Sc in Environmental Science and working at a waste treatment plant in the Korangi Industrial Area, termed the burning of municipal waste in a densely-populated area in the heart of the city as the, “height of civic neglect and a crime against citizens.”


“The smoke emitted by the burning of domestic and market waste normally produces CO2, CO, as well as poisonous gasses like dioxin and hydrogen cyanide, which are highly carcinogenic (cancer-causing substances),” he claimed.


On the other hand, the burning of garbage along the Malir River means that all the burnt waste is washed away by the rains into sea, which consequently posses a serious hazard to marine life and is a big cause of marine pollution, he added.


Residents of Manzoor, Aktar colonies and Defence View were extremely concerned by the burning of huge piles of litter in front of their homes and claimed that the smoke had made their lives miserable and many were planning to shift to other areas of the city.


A resident of Manzoor Colony, Niaz Ali, whose house is on the road facing the Korangi Expressway, told The News that not only does the smoke effect residents, but also that sometimes the ash is carried by strong winds into the houses directly facing the dump yard.


“And when the air is stationary, the thick clouds of smoke remain suspended on the road and our locality, causing immense difficulties in breathing,” he said while coughing badly and spitting at frequent intervals.


According to him, he had developed a chronic cough and other ailments, including a chest disease, due to the smoke and toxic gasses and appealed authorities to look into the issue and take some action against the illegal practice.


Dr Shahid Ahmed Abbasi, a consultant at the Aga Khan University Hospital, when contacted by The News, said that prolonged exposure to smoke from the domestic waste could result in serious damage to the respiratory tract, especially the lungs as well as the central nervous system.


He said that inhaling smoke for long periods could result in deposition of carbon in the respiratory tract and lungs and could not only cause asthma and cancer but could also result in other fatal diseases among children and elderly people.


During a visit to the site of the garbage burning adjacent to Korangi Expressway, it was seen that the roads leading to dumping site had been narrowed by placing concrete blocks while two policemen were standing there to restrain Jamshed Town staff from throwing their garbage at the site.


Korangi Association of Trade and Industry (KATI) Chairman Masood Naqi, when contacted by The News, said that the area where garbage was being thrown and burnt was actually a storm water drain and, if the practice continued, it could increase the water levels, which, in monsoon days, could enter into the adjoining localities.


“We have not only written letters to Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed but also to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal; but the practice is still continuing. We have requested the police to deploy some persons there to prevent the Jamshed town staff from dumping their garbage at the said place,” he informed.


However, he deplored the fact that, despite their repeated intimations and requests, the practice was continuing in broad daylight in violation of all laws and added that, if not stopped, the illegal practice could result in serious problems for citizens.


Despite repeated attempts, Director-General, Environment Protection Agency (EPA), Sindh, Abdul Malik Ghauri could not be approached as his cell-phone was not responding.


The public relations officer of Jamshed Town administration Farhan Khan, when contacted, said that Town Nazim Javed Ahmed will call The News office back to convey his version. However, till the filing of this report, he had not done so.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 01/11/2007)

Chinese firm to pick house garbage from Mon


KARACHI: The city government is going to ink an agreement with Shanghai Environmental Protection Company Ltd that will initially invest $250 million for door-to-door garbage collection and deposit at landfill sites. 


The agreement will be signed on Sunday (today) at a local hotel in the presence of the Chinese ambassador and the company will start work the next day. 


The city nazim made these announcements while opening up plots in Hawkesbay Scheme 42 Saturday. Five percent of over 9,000 plots will be given to people from surrounding areas, he said. The scheme was launched in 1984 but its infrastructure was not laid until now. 


The CDGK has also given 100 acres to a Norwegian firm that will set up a desalination plant that will produce 50 million gallons daily. “The enormous number of truck stands in the surroundings of the Hawkesbay Scheme will be removed for the benefit of the new plot owners and work on the 500-acre truck stand on the Northern Bypass has been started,” the nazim announced.


The director general of the Lyari Development Authority, Sarfaraz Khan, Saddar Town Nazim Muhammad Dilawar and other officials were present.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/11/2007)

Chinese firm offered solid waste contract
KARACHI, Nov 11: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) on Sunday signed an agreement with a Chinese firm for the solid waste management in the metropolis.


Under the 20-year-agreement, the city government would pay $20 per ton to the firm as charges for the lifting, safe disposal and other services concerning solid waste management.

It also envisages upgrading of the existing landfill sites, construction of eight garbage transfer stations and developing another landfill site in the city.


The lifting and transportation of solid waste would be carried out during daytime for which covered vehicles would be used. The firm will also ensure bringing about an improvement in the overall environment at and around all garbage dumping station.


The agreement was signed by Managing Director of Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Mr Qian Yu Lin and EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam at a ceremony held in a local hotel. The ceremony was attended by Consul General of China in Karachi Chen Shan Min, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and senior officials.


Describing the deal as financially viable, Mr Alam told Dawn that Rs3 billion were being spent annually on the city’s solid waste disposal. “Around 8,000 tons of solid waste is generated every day,” he pointed out, adding that “the estimated amount to be paid to the Chinese firm for its disposal will come up to around Rs3.4 billion per annum.” He said the city government would get 15 per cent of the revenues to be generated by the Chinese firm through recycling of the waste. Besides, the city government would also get 15 per cent share in the firm’s income from the waste-based energy project.


He said a final agreement with the firm would be signed after it would formally accept the terms and condition of the Letter of Intent signed on Sunday. The ground mobilisation would begin within three months, he added.


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Syed Mustafa Kamal termed the deal “a revolutionary step”, and said that besides ensuring timely lifting of solid waste on a door-to-door basis, the agreement had ensured a handsome foreign investment of $250 million and an improvement in the city’s environment.


He said that the city government had been working on the “Integrated Municipal Solid Waste & Hazardous Hospital Waste Management” project for a year. In this regard, he said, expression of interest (EoI) from reputed companies was invited and five firms, one of them local, had offered their bids. The highest bid, he added, was $64 per ton and the lowest $20 per ton, offered by the Chinese firm.

He said that the firm would also lift and dispose of hospital and chemical waste as per the standard scientific methods.


Mr Kamal said that the company would establish a waste-based energy plant having a capacity of generating 560 megawatts electricity, which would be sold to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC).

He said that the agreement envisaged the same rate of $20 per ton for the lifting and disposal of solid waste during the entire contract period.


Mr Qian Yu Lin said that the firm intended to start work under the project in January 2008.


Naib City Nazim Nasreen Jalil, DCO Karachi Javed Hanif, town nazims, representatives of various industrial associations and prominent businessmen were among those present at the ceremony.

(Dawn-14, 12/11/2007)

Agreement inked with CDGK

Chinese firm to manage city’s garbage system

City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has signed an agreement with a Chinese firm for a Integrated Municipal Solid Waste & Hospital Hazardous Waste Management Project. A signing ceremony in this connection was held on Sunday at a local hotel where the Letter of Intent (LoI) was issued to Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited.


Under the agreement, the company will lift and transfer garbage in Karachi to a landfill site at a rate of $20 per tonne for the next 20 years. The Chinese firm will take the responsibility of lifting of garbage on a door-to-door basis in Karachi and shifting it to a landfill site through proper and secured transportation while it would also arrange for lifting and disposal of hospital hazards and other chemical waste on scientific methods to avoid any danger to the environment.


City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, in his address, said that today in an era of technological Advancement, the CDGK has introduced a technology in Karachi which has been used in the mega cities of the world for sanitation purposes.

He said that, under the agreement, the company would generate 560 megawatts power from this waste that would be sold to the KESC and the city government would get 15 per cent share from this income. 


Managing Director of the Company, Qian Yu Lin, and EDO Municipal Services, CDGK, Masood Alam, signed the agreement in the presence of Chinese Consul General Chen Shan Min, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, City Naib-Nazim Nasreen Jalil, and DCO, Karachi, Javed Hanif Khan. 


Town Nazmeen of Karachi, representatives of industrial associations, prominent businessmen and others also attended the programme. Kamal said that incorporating this technology would not leave anyone of those working in solid waste management unemployed but would assure jobs to even workers like garbage pickers. 


Expressing hope that the city would be neat and clean in the next few months, he further said that the CDGK had worked on this project for a year and invited offers from well-known and experienced firms in the solid waste management sector. In reply, five firms from around the world had submitted their offers including a firm each from France, Germany, Kuwait, Malaysia and China besides a local company. 


The highest bid was $64 per tonne in contrast to the rate offered by the Chinese firm which was $20 per tonne and, therefore, the Chinese firm was declared successful. The agreement also included the upgrading of the existing landfill sites and the construction of eight Garbage Transfer Stations (GTS) and another landfill site in Karachi. The waste will be delivered to the GTS in the day time through small vehicles, which will be transferred to the landfill site in the night, through the latest covered vehicles, in compact form. 


In the process, the company would also make sure to improve the environmental conditions in and around the GTS. Kamal, on the occasion, termed the decision for handing over of solid waste management system of Karachi to a foreign firm as a revolutionary step which, besides bringing in a handsome investment of $250 million in Karachi, would ensure timely lifting and disposal of garbage on a door-to-door basis and the city would become more cleaner with a healthy environment. 


He said that the solid waste system had been privatised around the world and the garbage and waste was used there to generate income but here, despite maximum expenditure on its proper cleaning, this could not be done. He said that the privatisation of solid waste management was a part of the CDGK’s plan and, after privatising the system on a local level, they got there gradually and awarded a contract to an internationally-renowned company. 


Also under the agreement, the company would perform its duty without raising its rates for the next 20 years. The city Nazim said that the main and bigger roads would be cleaned by using machines while the inner areas of the city would be cleaned with the help of brooms and practical work would begin after three months. He congratulated the citizens of Karachi and said that his team, which was the best team ever working in the city, had accomplished another duty. 


Managing Director of the Company, Qian Yu Lin, in his address, said that they are coming to Karachi with all their assets and technical staff. China had friendly relations with Pakistan and they would perform their duty as a service to the city of Karachi so that this city could become a beautiful city. 

He said that after finalising all the set-ups and after taking charge of solid waste management they would start practical work in January. He hoped that the people in Karachi would feel a change after that.

(The News-13, 12/11/2007)

Drive against polythene bags falters
KARACHI, Nov 20: The government’s anti-polythene bag campaign has faltered in recent months as the thin, non-biodegradable bags are once again seen littering the city in the absence of any follow-up measures.

The high-ups concerned both in the city and provincial governments feel that the results of the campaign against the manufacture, sale or use of polythene bags could be made more effective only after enhancing the thickness of the banned plastic bags from 30 microns to 100 microns or totally discarding the use of polyethylene bags through legal provisions.

Upholding the appeals by citizens and environmentalists, the government of Sindh moved against the offending bags in 2006 by introducing an ordinance which later became the Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags Act, 2006. This prohibited the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags, including any bags under 30 microns’ thickness, and declared the punishment a three-month prison term, a fine of Rs50,000 or both.

However, enforcement of the law was seen on the ground only in March 2007, when the Sindh environment department and the city district government Karachi (CDGK) joined hands against the manufacturers and vendors of polythene bags of the banned category.


Section 144 against bags

Given that the provincial environment department was unable to frame rules in line with the act and also lacked the magisterial power required for the purpose, the ban was enforced through Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and on two different occasions, the city nazim ordered a ban on the manufacture, sale and use of such bags for 30 days.


Finding that it could not invoke Section 144 for the third time consecutively, the city government moved the Sindh home department for the purpose about six months ago. The Sindh home secretary on September 11 issued an order saying that the government of Sindh was satisfied that in order to ensure free flow in the sewerage, open nullah and storm-water drainage system and to safeguard the health and life of citizens, it was necessary to prohibit the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags below 30 microns thickness within the limits of the city district of Karachi.


Unfortunately, the ban was not well publicised among the consumers and producers of the bags. The inadequate publicity and lack of enthusiasm that was witnessed among the enforcers of the governmental ban, including those in the Sindh environment department, could be one of the reasons for the ineffectiveness of the ban.


When contacted, the additional Executive District Officer (EDO) Revenue of the CDGK, Matanat Ali Khan, told Dawn on Monday that big shops and department stores had now stopped using polythene bags thinner than 30 microns.


‘The onus is on Sepa’

“We have tried our best to monitor the market and take action against the violators as per the legal tools made available to us for the purpose from time to time. But it is the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) on which the onus of responsibility rests most,” he added, saying that unless a complete ban on all types of plastic bags was imposed, the problem could not be handled in a meaningful manner.


Officials at Sepa and the environment department said that since the issue involved the livelihoods of a large number of people, the mechanism of dealing with offenders – within the available provisions of the law – was aimed at not causing any panic among the masses and handling the situation without bringing embarrassment to the political quarters.


The provincial Secretary for the Environment and Alternative Energy, Mir Hussain Ali, said that the campaign or follow-up could not be given due attention because of a couple of reasons, including some technical shortcomings and disagreement over the thickness of the polythene bags.


“Since Sepa is the major enforcer of the Prohibition on Polythene Bags Act, the environment department had also prepared a set of rules in line with the act and got them vetted as well from the provincial law department. But those could not be notified as at some later stage, it was agreed by the authorities that the thickness of the banned bags should be increased to 90-100 microns,” he informed.


He said that now he would take up the matters pertaining to the amendments in the act on a faster track and hoped that the Sindh governor, who, according to him, also supported the initiatives against the menace of plastic bags, would promulgate the changes through an ordinance.


Health hazards

Environmentalists are of the view that all plastic bags, sooner or later, break down into small pieces to finally turn into plastic chunks or plastic dust, which is non-biodegradable. The characteristic of polyethylene is that its molecular structures, despite their breakdown, remain too large for micro-organisms to swallow and are left behind to cause serious environmental and health problems.


Medical practitioners dislike the use of polythene bags, also known as ‘shoppers’, by milk-sellers, sidewalk vendors, supermarkets, grocery stores, fast-food shops and vendors of ready-to-eat food. All of them pack their wares in plastic bags, which is a hazardous practice as these bags are made of thermoplastic resin, which may add certain substances to consumables, it was noted.


On the other hand, sewerage and sanitation officials were of the view that the plastic bags’ problem was affecting their service delivery system as well. Polythene bags choke drains and badly affect the smooth functioning of the sewerage system and supplement solid waste, they maintained.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 21/11/2007)

DECEMBER

Over 100 tons of garbage generated in most towns

The privatisation system for the collection and dumping of garbage in almost 18 towns of Karachi has more or less collapsed due to financial constraints and technical flaws. 


The solid waste management system that was introduced by the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal could not bears results and now, towns are collecting and dumping garbage on their own. However, the city nazim recently signed an agreement with a Chinese firm, which will be responsible in the lifting of garbage from homes and dumping it in two landfill sites. The company will charge around $20 per ton.


The News carried out a survey to check how the town administrations are collecting and dumping the garbage. In the survey, it was revealed that Saddar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Korangi and Shah Faisal towns maintain the private contractor system. Saddar Town Nazim, Muhammad Dilawar, told The News that 600 tons of garbage is generated daily and almost all of it is collected. The contractors, on the other hand, are paid around Rs250 per ton.


According to an officer of Lyari Town, who requested anonymity, the town generates 450 tons of garbage daily, of which 250 tons is collected daily while the remaining is left unattended. However, the officer said that Lyari has a population of 1.5 million people and, despite the financial constraints, the town is doing a good job. “No budget has been allocated for the cleaning system of this town,” the officials added. 


Meanwhile, the Jamshed Town Nazim, Javed Ahmed said that 750 tons of garbage is generated daily out of which 225 tons is left behind. The private contract for collecting and dumping garbage of the town has been cancelled as the town nazim was not satisfied with the performance. Moreover, the fuel cost in collecting and dumping the garbage at Jam Chakro is about Rs3.3 million per month.

The situation of garbage collection and dumping in other towns is also some what similar. The Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Nazim, Wasay Jalil, told The News that out of 350 tons of garbage generated daily, 340 tons is picked up. “The private contractor is doing a good job,” he added. The collectors work in two shifts, day and night, and the fuel cost of the contractor and town is between Rs0.8 million to 0.9 million. North Nazimabad town, being a heavily populated town, generates 275 tons of garbage, and according to the town nazim, almost all of it is usually picked up. The entire process of collection and dumping is done by the town itself. 


Another, heavily populated town, the Liaquatabad Town generated around 900 tons of garbage daily and 250 tons of debris, told the Town Nazim Osama Qadri. He said that 800 tons of garbage is picked up daily while the back log is picked through a campaign fortnightly. Qadri, complaining of serious financial constraints, said that in the F.C. area, a private dumping area has been established from where the garbage is transferred to Jam Chakro. “The system is being improved and for this purpose machinery is being purchased,” Qadri added.


New Karachi Town generates 400 tons of garbage daily, of which 350 tons is collected and dumped at Jam Chakro, said Town Nazim, Mohammed Zulfiqar. The town administration collects the garbage and there is no private contractor for the purpose, he added. Also there is no private contractor for Baldia Town, which generates 150 tons of garbage daily and almost all of the garbage is picked up, the town nazim told The News. 


Furthermore, the Korangi Town Nazim, Mohammed Arif Khan advocate, claimed that 250 tons of garbage is generated from the town, which is then dumped at the Gond Pass dumping site. “We are not facing any kind of problems in lifting the garbage,” Khan informed.


In Malir Town, 200 tons of garbage is generated daily, out of which 150 tons is left behind, but is later dumped through private trucks and dumpers, Town Nazim Muhammad Imran said. He said that there is a serious shortage of sanitary staff and the fuel cost to lift the garbage is Rs1million to Rs1.5 million. The Gadap Town Nazim also complained of financial constraints, saying that 125 tons of garbage is generated daily of which only 80 to 85 tonsias picked. The town Nazims of Gulberg, Bin Qasim and Keamari Town were not available for comment.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 01/12/2007)

DAWN REVIEW

A love affair with rubbish?

Clean is a word that we have taken to associate with mild mannered, law-abiding people, who in [image: image4.jpg]


turn would generally be associated with boredom! Treading the straight and narrow path can result in a fairly predictable and ‘boring’ outcome. But only until one delves beneath the surface of such people.


The sanitised thought processes and the black and white perspectives that they generate, may deny them of ‘colour’ where the more hip amongst us are concerned. But when push comes to shove and crunch time calls, these are the folks that provide the stout pillars upon which society can rest easy.


Part of the clean culture is not blowing your own trumpet. So clean people are not easily discernible to the eye that does not pry. They are not to be found advertised on billboards or shouting from the rooftops via television towers. Their strength lies in their unassuming natures that seek the sweet solitude of nature away from the maddening crowds. To such people we can thankfully attribute the continuity of civilised society despite the odds against them that grow daunting by the day.


In days gone by not too long ago there were these old Bedford trucks used for transferring garbage to landfill sites. Belonging to the Cantonment Board Clifton and Saddar Town of Karachi, I remember one in particular, with bull horns mounted on its bonnet and reminiscent of a Texan ranchero. What was particularly noticeable and appalling about such vehicles was that they carried the garbage unsecured and uncovered, and drove as if they were competing in the Grand Prix.


Speeding along the posh Clifton roads, spewing trash on pedestrians, motorcyclists and cars, these comprised the frontline arrogant symbols of a bureaucracy gone bad. Therein lies the crux of the matter. An insensitive government is reflective of an uncaring leadership, and this in turn develops an apathetic, cynical citizenry that withdraws itself from participation in the greater affairs of the state, like keeping one’s neighborhoods clean. Most rubbish dumps are to be found even in the immediate proximity of mosques, with the faithful taking little or no notice of them.


The solid waste situation is very grim indeed, with Pakistan generating 47,920 tons of it every day according to one estimate, amounting to more than 17 million tons every year. Karachi’s share of this stands at 8,000 tons per day (96,000 tons per year), of which only half is collected, with the rest lying about in the streets and empty plots, and blocking our drainage and sewerage systems.


The total sewerage generated by Karachi is estimated at 435 million gallons per day (mgd), whereas the present handling capacity of the KWSB’s treatment plant is mere 151mgd, with 345mgd untreated sewerage flowing directly into the sea, bypassing the system. These are clearly recipes for disaster, and reflect a paralysis on the part of civic agencies more preoccupied in turf wars than addressing the grievances of society.


While it is true that society is no more than a collection of individuals who must act in their own capacities to ensure that they get a governance system that delivers the goods, in Pakistan the empowerment of grassroots civil society has been sabotaged by vested interests concerned only with the preservation of perks and privileges.


This is proved by the government’s budgetary allocations to the social sector, especially education, which has only recently been raised to a meaningful level which has run into problems associated with a lack of absorption capacity. When a person suffers from a weak constitution, giving him more food to eat than he can chew can only result in indigestion.

[image: image5.jpg]



Poverty is a major factor in insanitation and lack of hygiene, it is said. When people have a hard time fending for themselves and their families in the midst of rampant social injustice, they can hardly be expected to demonstrate empathy with their environment which is harsh and coercive in the first place.


In Karachi 40 per cent of the population is known to live in slums that bear the quaint nomenclature of ‘kachi abadis’. The city is said to have 360 such slum communities which have no sanitation, no piped water, and no electricity, with numerous other towns and cities across the country in no better shape. Any strategy for poverty reduction must commensurate with the scale of the problem.


The initiation of the process of decentralisation, especially through the elected local bodies that give the grassroots greater autonomy in decision making, promises to improve the situation. But the local bodies have very limited taxation powers, with most revenues still going into the coffers of the central and provincial governments. Bureaucratic battles over turf compound the problem of jurisdiction, with the will to expedite entirely dominated by the urge to control and mess up in the process.


Meanwhile, there is a flicker of hope as the citizenry is finally awakening to its miserable plight and being proactive in its own cause. The residents in Multan’s Union Council 19, for instance, are up in arms in an effort to salvage the park that has been swamped with sewerage and stagnant rainwater. It has been reported that local authorities have turned a deaf ear to the general public’s complaints about the serious health hazards to the adjoining localities that include Gulzaeb Colony, Ahmedabad, Keeri Jamandan, and Mumtazabad. In addition, there are heaps of foul smelling garbage dumps providing a fertile breeding ground for flies and mosquitoes. The spread of malaria is a clear and present danger.


The heavy monsoon this year has been tipped as an agent of climate change caused by global warming with an unprecedented torrential downpour that has left the cities across Pakistan in a state of devastation. Karachi’s crumbling infrastructure has left the city in tatters, and officialdom has suffered a paralysis.


The residents of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) are reportedly moving the court against the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) for the flooding havoc caused by rainfall, made worse by the absence of storm water drains. The residents, whose houses were flooded by rainwater mixed with sewage, are demanding compensation, and filing a petition in court in response to what they claim was the CBC’s negligence regarding the building of a proper drainage system in the area.


“We pay taxes to the CBC, and the CBC is directly at fault here,” Says Aziz Suharwardy, the general secretary of the Defence Association Coordination Committee (DACC). The CEO CBC has been transferred, but Suharwardy says he merely became the casualty of the fiasco.


“It is the corrupt underlings that do the actual damage. There is no transparent budget and no supervision of where the funds are going. The gutters are choked, and without a proper storm water drainage system, we have water everywhere. The entire system needs revamping.”


In other parts of the city the situation is worse. Overflowing gutters have played havoc with Mubarak Shaheed Road and Rizvi Shaheed Road. Observers have commented that given the high status accorded to martyrs, it is inappropriate in the extreme to have their remembrance covered in sewerage and filth. The Christian cemetery bordering Sharae Faisal has fared no better. Dadabhoy Navroji Road, Mansfield Street, and Mir Karam Ali Talpur Road are in equally dire straits, with the poor pedestrian at his wits end.


Meanwhile, the drainage system along D D Chaudhry Road in Baghdadi, which was laid over 50 years ago, has collapsed as it can no longer cater to the burgeoning population. Sewerage lines have developed cracks at several points and inundated several adjoining areas, stinking up the environs and infiltrating water lines posing danger to residents who are clamouring for the urgent delivery of a 24-inch diameter pipeline. Exacerbating the frustration of the public is the never ending work in progress on Shah Latif Bhitai Road that connects Lea Market and D D Chaudhry Road.


According to reports, in Saddar pushcarts selling fruit have taken up two lanes on Mir Karamali Talpur Road that is submerged in sewerage. Meatsellers are also flouting the law in Lea Market, Guru Mandir’s KBN Market, Tariq Road, F B Area, Liaqatabad, and Karimabad markets, as also [image: image6.jpg]


Nazimabad’s Gole Market.


Burnes Road (Mohammed Bin Qasim Road), Shahrah-i-Iraq, Empress Market, Bohri Bazaar, Tariq Road and Hasan Square have restaurants that have encroached upon service lanes and footpaths with their tables and chairs, and food is served and eaten in the midst of sewerage from choked gutters. Leftovers are thrown at random, turning the area around such outlets into landfill sites. The KWSB blames choked sewers on the blocking of the manholes.


Talking about manholes, an estimated 250,000 in Karachi, 5,000 or so remain uncovered. The KWSB spends a huge amount each year making thousands of concrete manhole covers, but nobody seems to know where they are placed. Recently a child died after falling into a manhole. The bad guys have taken over comprehensively it appears, and the good guys are falling like ninepins. Apathy is the word that came to mind repeatedly, and it has nothing to do with Pakistan’s poor literacy rate.




Self-reliance

The US and the EU give $300 billion a year in subsidies to their farmers, and only $50 billion in aid to developing countries, to lift the poor out of the poverty trap. Unsafe water and the lack of basic sanitation and hygiene claim the lives of 1.5 million children under five every year globally, with these amenities cited as key to meeting the UN’s millennium development goals.


The plan of implementation of the 2002 world summit on sustainable development emphasised sanitation in schools as a priority action. The 2005 UN Commission on Sustainable Development’s 13th Session reiterated this position.




Better late than never


In some cases there are belated measures afoot to rectify the situation. DHA Karachi has responded to the crisis by approving an additional budget of Rs750 million to put in place a storm water draining system, and upgrade the existing sewerage network. The DHA Executive Board, headed by Corps Commander Lt Gen Ahsan Azhar Hayat, has taken stock of the technical, organisational, and emergency relief inadequacies that caused the huge crisis during the August 2007 rains.


Meanwhile, the city government is launching a project called Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan (S-3) at an estimated cost of Rs8 billion with the objective of maintaining the ecological balance of marine life and improving the environmental condition of Karachi’s seafront and beaches. Three years is the completion timeframe with 50 per cent of the funding coming from the federal government, and the provincial government footing the other half.


The existing sewerage treatment capacity is being increased by 300mgd, and a new plant with a capacity of 200mgd is being set up in Korangi. With the commissioning of the S-3 project it is anticipated that sea pollution will be lessened, barring another Tasman Spirit like episode. Given the officialdom’s propensity for shooting itself in the foot, civil society needs to maintain extra vigilance at all times. Sleep with your eyes wide open, that is to say.




Targetting schools


The provision of appropriate water and sanitation facilities in educational institutions forms an essential component of the said system because children without these facilities are vulnerable to disease, said M. Farid Qureshi, the special secretary for the NWFP Schools and Literacy Department while inaugurating a three-day training course for school teachers and managers entitled School Sanitation and Hygiene Education (SSHE) organised by the provincial Institute of Teacher Education (PITE), with the financial and technical assistance of the Unicef supported centre.


Eid Badshah, the director of PITE, says that 150 education managers, administrators, and supervisory staff were imparted training. Training manuals have been developed, and parent-teacher councils are in focus to promote sanitation and hygiene.


What was not highlighted was that the lack of water and sanitation in the government school system is a major contributor to the high dropout rate that has become a source of major concern to national planners. Conversely, were the government school system schools adequately provided with these facilities, it could help up school enrolment and retention, considering that the vast majority of Pakistan’s population is denied these basic amenities at home. 

(By Adil Ahmad, Dawn-The Review, 04/10/2007)

The stinking city
From the outskirts to downtown, stinking heaps of garbage have become one of the most significant features of Lahore. There are some areas where garbage is not lifted for weeks. In other localities, where waste is more than the daily lifting capacity of the city district government’s Solid Waste Management wing which lifts rubbish according to its capacity and leaves the remaining to reek , the outcome is an environment that is not friendly to the eight million population of the Punjab capital.
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The worst affected have been the City District Government Lahore (CDGL) employees who lift and dispose of the garbage at three sites. Nearly 3,000 or so sanitary workers of the CDGL Solid Waste Management (SWM) wing tested positive for hepatitis B and C in tests recently conducted at the two district headquarters hospitals of Lahore. The SWM wing authorities put the blame on meagre resources and manpower.


The District Officer (SWM) Dr Tufail Siddiqui, says the city produces 4,800 tons of solid waste daily on an average. The figures are based on the World Bank formula according to which every person generates 0.65 kilogramme solid wastes daily. Furthermore, the city has some five million people in transit daily — who come to Lahore and leave — but they do produce solid waste.


He says most of the 7,500 or so workers serving an estimated population of eight million are in the 40-plus age group. They work round-the-clock to lift around 3,000 tons of the waste generated daily.


“We have to work extra hours, even at night in view of our limited lifting capacity. Of the total 374 SWM vehicles, around 300 work daily which are insufficient to meet the workload,” the DO says while adding that Karachi by comparison had around 18,000 workers to lift solid waste produced by some 10 million-plus people.


Dr Tufail said the SWM has been extending regular waste removal services to 33 per cent of the city’s population, while 33 per cent is being served partly and the remaining 34 per cent is not being served at all.“Lahore city’s covered area is of 440 square kilometres but the area under the CDGL is now 1,770 square kilometres,” maintains Dr Tufail.


“At present, solid waste is being dumped at three sites. The 600-kanal patch along Mahmood Booti on Bund Road receives around 1,100 tonnes, the 350 kanal space near Saggian Bridge gets 2,000 tonnes, while the 200 kanal plot near Bagrian in Green Town gets 500 to 600 tonnes daily on an average,” he says.


Enclosures are being built in various city areas under a pilot project to hide solid waste skips or containers. Some 14 such structures will be raised. Measuring 50X25 feet with nine-foot high walls, each enclosure will have two skips or containers besides having enough space for scavengers to sort out solid waste and find suitable things for themselves while the leftover will be auctioned to private contractors.


"Once the enclosures are built and the people start throwing solid waste in them, there will be no stinking heap of garbage anywhere in the city," claims the SWM head.


Over 100,000 people directly or indirectly benefit from the recycling industry in the city. "Solid waste in the skips and containers has around 60 per cent of the raw material used in the industry that generates a revenue of Rs100 million annually," he says.


Sanitary workers agree with Dr Tufail’s assertion about resources and manpower. Encroachments, they say, are the biggest hurdle in the removal of solid waste. "Traders give us a tough time. They neither end encroachment nor remove garbage. Non-cooperation on the part of the general public by not allowing placement of skips or containers near their homes and businesses is another major problem we face every now and then," says a group of sanitary workers who are members of the Human Liberation Commission of Pakistan, a non-governmental organisation working for their rights.


Its secretary-general, Aslam Pervaiz Sahotra, says the sanitation workers of the SWM perform their duties under the worst conditions without any safety gear that make them vulnerable to fatal diseases. The lack of proper medical cover has resulted in death or permanent disability of several of the sanitation workers in most cases. There are hardly a few sanitary workers who are in good health after attaining superannuation.


Wapda employees who perform duties at dangerous places like high tension electricity wires are provided with proper safety gear but the sanitary workers are not even given face masks. The district coordination officer has recently approved a proposal for the provision of free of cost medical facilities for them and their families at two DHQ level hospitals, besides other CDGL infirmaries at Mozang, Shahdara, Baghbanbura and Township.


However, the approved health centres are insufficient to meet the growing demand. Ironically, the workers employed in the same category in another wing of the CDGL, the Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa), enjoyed free of cost medical cover at some 26 private hospitals, he adds.


Dr Tufail says sanitary workers keep the city clean by sweeping and by picking up solid waste. Any sanitary worker suffering from any type of hepatitis or any other disease will be provided free medical treatment and the CDGL will bear all the expenses whatsoever in this regard.


“Arrangements have been made to get the workers vaccinated against hepatitis in batches of 100s. There are plans to provide them medical check-up facilities after 2pm, so that the workers who perform duties in the morning can avail it,” maintains the DO.


A number of residents of various city localities claim that solid waste is not lifted regularly though they pay twice for the purpose. Abdur Rauf of Misri Shah, who retired as deputy auditor-general around a decade ago, says that the CDGL receives sanitation charges with the water bill, however, every household has to pay between Rs50 to Rs70 a month to the SWM employee in the area for lifting of solid waste. “Still there are heaps of garbage and overflowing solid waste skips or containers everywhere in my locality and elsewhere in the city,” he adds.

(By Zaheer Mahmood Siddiqui, Dawn-The Review, 04/10/2007)
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