Hub Canal closure adds to water woes

KARACHI, July 1: Saturday’s brief spell of rain not only wreaked havoc on the city’s infrastructure, it also created cracks in the Hub Canal on Sunday, forcing its closure for at least three days. This will result in the suspension of 100 million gallons of water per day (mgd) from the Hub Dam source, spelling further scarcity of water in the city.


Cracks have also developed in the Lasbella Canal, resulting in the suspension of water supply to both the Lasbella district and Bund Murad, which draw 59mgd and 2mgd of water respectively from the Hub source.


At a time when the level in the Hub Dam reservoir is just nine feet away from overflowing towards the Arabian Sea through the dam’s spillway, both the Karachi Supply Canal and the Lasbella Canal have developed cracks blamed on their poor maintenance by their custodians — the KWSB and the Balochistan government.


The city was getting 100mgd from the Hub Dam for meeting the water requirement of the sprawling townships of Orangi, Baldia, Surjani, Qasba, Site (both residential and industrial areas), Shershah and its adjoining areas.


Closure’s effect 

Although KWSB officials claimed that the closure of the Hub Canal would not affect citizens as alternative arrangements of water supply to the localities hooked to the Hub source have been made, insiders in the water utility said the entire city would experience an acute water shortage owing to diversion of Indus water to the localities fed by Hub source.

Hence the localities being supplied by the Indus source will be affected.


Hub Dam nearly full

Well-informed sources in Wapda told Dawn that the water level in the Hub Dam reservoir, which was currently supplying 161mgd (Karachi 100mgd, Lasbella 59mgd and Bund Murad 2mgd), on Sunday increased to 330 RL (reservoir level) and since the flow of water in the reservoir was still pouring in from its vast catchment area, the reservoir will soon attain its full capacity of 339 feet.


This will be sufficient for the next two-and-half years if both the beneficiaries — Karachi and Lasbella — maintain their present level of supply from the Hub source.


‘Cracks at four places’

The Hub Canal has developed cracks at four places, each measuring an approximate length of 450 feet, 250ft, 150ft and 50ft, the sources said, adding that the city nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, who visited the Hub Canal on Sunday, directed the officials concerned to accelerate the pace of repair work in three shifts to ensure the restoration of water supply from the Hub Dam within three days.

“Already 30 per cent of the repair work has been accomplished and the remaining work will be completed within the next 72 hours,” the sources said.


Traffic chaos

Meanwhile, in the aftermath of the rains roads are in an abysmal state and overflowing sewers have been plaguing many localities. Before the rains the civic authorities had, for reconstruction purposes, dug up lanes along various roads.


Much of this work could not be completed before the monsoons and motorists are facing extreme difficulties since wherever a lane is closed, they have no choice but to drive on the wrong side of the road.

Such was the chaos witnessed from Jail traffic intersection to New Town and from Busy Bee Restaurant to the New Town roundabout on main University Road, the five-km stretch from Banaras Chowk to Raees Amrohvi Colony along main Shahrah-i-Orangi and from Sharea Faisal-Allahwala Chowrangi on main Sindhi Muslim Society Road.


A major road that links Federal B Area with Gulshan-i-Iqbal was tangled with traffic from Yaseenabad Bridge to the Aisha Manzil intersection, as was Korangi’s Road 13,000 and main Tipu Sultan Road from the Shaheed-i-Millat intersection to Adamjee Nagar. Most of I.I. Chundrigar Road and Stadium Road (in front of the Expo centre) were also gridlocked.


Fallen trees

People residing in Bhadurabad and KDA Scheme 1 complained that two huge trees, which were uprooted during last Saturday’s rains, have not been removed till Sunday. One of the trees could be spotted just in front of Street No 18, Sharfabad, and the other near Nadra’s provincial headquarters.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 02/07/2007)

Rangers still run nine hydrants

KARACHI, July 4: The Pakistan Rangers, Sindh, who are manning nine hydrants of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, have again deferred the decision to hand over their control to the KWSB reportedly for the next 10 days because of the rain situation in the city, it was reliably learnt on Wednesday.
The handover was initially planned for June 18. However, a meeting chaired by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on the same day decided to postpone it till July 1.


The meeting, attended among others by DCO Javed Hanif, Brig Taqdees Ahmed of the Rangers and the KWSB Managing-Director Ghulam Arif, decided that the hydrants would be jointly run by the KWSB staff and Rangers till July 1.
However, the handover could not be materialised till July 4 reportedly because of the post-rain situation and the warning of the Met Office about more rains.


Sources in the KWSB said that the Rangers, in the meantime, might also gain some time to recover their dues outstanding against tanker operators.
The KWSB staff, deputed at the nine hydrants, are reportedly learning the process to run the hydrants and tanker service from the Rangers personnel, who have been operating the hydrants since 1999 when the worst water crisis had hit the city in the wake of the drying up of the Hub dam.


Hub Canal 

Water supply to the city from the Hub dam source, suspended since Sunday when the canal developed four breaches, could not be restored even after four days owing to the delay caused in filling the breaches.

The city gets 100 million gallons of water per day from the Hub dam source which is supplied to the sprawling townships of Orangi, Baldia, Site, Surjani, Manghopir, Shershah and parts of North Karachi.


Although the KWSB had made alternative arrangements for supplying water to the localities hooked to the Hub dam source by diverting water supply from Indus through Ajmair Nagri pumping station, the localities whose water is being shared are facing water shortage.


However, the KWSB sources were optimistic that water supply to the city will be restored by Thursday after filling the breaches developed in the Hub Canal.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 05/07/2007)

Balochistan seeks Hub Dam dues


KARACHI, July 5: Balochistan Provincial Minister and member of the Inter-Provincial Coordination Committee Syed Sher Jan Baloch has demanded that the Sindh government pay decades-old dues amounting to Rs12 billion to Balochistan for Karachi’s use of water from the Hub Dam.


Addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Thursday, he said that these funds could be used for rehabilitation activities in Balochistan.

The minister said that the issue of these dues was earlier raised at all the three meetings of the Inter-Provincial Coordination Committee.


‘Polls should be delayed’

Mr Baloch said that the general elections should not be held this year as millions of voters were homeless and there was no possibility or feasibility of holding elections as most people of Sindh and Balochistan were displaced and the infrastructure in many parts of both provinces had collapsed. He added that Balochistan would take years to stabilise.
He regretted that the federal government was delaying the National Finance Commission award to the provinces and said that the award must be given to the provinces on the basis of area.


Extent of damage

About the assessment of damage in Balochistan, he said the cyclone and floods had killed around 250 people in the province, rendered millions of people homeless, and damaged 25 big and 250 small fishing launches.

He said most of the infrastructure remained useless and inter-provincial highways remained closed for 10 days, resulting in huge financial losses and delays in rescue operations.


The provincial minister lauded the efforts of the Pakistan Navy, Army, the government of Sindh, the governor of Saudi Arabia’s Tabuk province and the president of the UAE for assisting Balochistan and its people and appealed for further help.


About the rescue operations, Mr Baloch said that every day two C-130 aircraft carrying relief goods were landing in Balochistan and 12 trucks of relief goods were dispatched on Thursday.


Hub Canal repaired

The repair work of the Hub Canal, which supplies water to Karachi from the Hub Dam, was completed on Wednesday and water was released into the canal on Thursday.


According to the KWSB, the supply of 100mgd of water to areas linked with the Hub Dam system will start from Friday. The recent rains had caused three breaches in the canal and supply of water to Karachi was stopped because of the repair work.

(Dawn-17, 06/07/2007)

Delay hits city govt takeover of hydrants

KARACHI, July 10: The city government’s plan of ‘one hydrant for one town’ has hit further delay as sources close to the city government have apprehended that it might take another 10 days to materialise.

The plan is aimed at reducing the number of water tankers, besides restricting their movement to the only town they are meant for.


At present, the Rangers are operating nine hydrants belonging to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and the tankers at their disposal shuttle between a filling station and a destination in any part of the city.


While the KWSB is set to take control of the hydrants, it intends to regulate the operation of the hydrant and movement of the tankers in a manner that the hazards involved are minimised, besides ensuring that each town has one hydrant.

The KWSB, after relieving the Rangers of their responsibility of operating the hydrants, will give control of each hydrant to the town in which it exists.


The tankers belonging to one hydrant will not be authorised to move into the jurisdiction of any other hydrant. In order to check any violation, every town will allot a particular colour scheme for the tankers of its hydrant.

Saddar Town Nazim Mohammad Dilawar told Dawn on Tuesday that it will take 10 more days for the hydrants in his town to become operational. He said that the city government’s plan provides for two hydrants in Saddar Town.

“One of the hydrants is being set up near the Clifton Bridge and the other near the Zoological Garden,” he said, adding that the work on the scheme was nearing completion. He said the town did not have an official hydrant previously.


Meanwhile, North Nazimabad Town Nazim Mumtaz Hameed has stated that his town was ready to take control of the Sakhi Hasan hydrant. However, he was unclear about a mechanism to regulate water distribution through tankers in the town constituting one-fourth of the metropolis.


Liaquatabad Town Nazim Osama Qadri said that the work for the setting up of a hydrant in his town was in its final stage whereas pumping machines would be installed within a week time.

(Dawn-19, 11/07/2007)

Lyari water project unrealised

KARACHI, July 12: The much-trumpeted Lyari water project, through which residents of the city’s oldest locality were to be supplied an additional six million gallons of water from the K-III project, has not been completed to date, although more than six months have past since its first scheduled date of completion.

The inordinate delay in accomplishing the city government’s ambitious project has, on one hand, deprived the citizens of Lyari, particularly those living on its South Bank, of the promised water in the current summer season and on the other hand, it has escalated the project cost considerably.


The PC-1 cost of the 6mgd Lyari project was Rs126.17 million, but it has now jumped to around Rs200m.

Lyari’s total water supply would have increased to 19 million gallons of water in December 2006 had the project been completed in its stipulated period of six months, sources in the KWSB said. The locality was, at present, being supplied 13mgd of water.


Promise unfulfilled

It was on June 1, 2006 that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement’s chief Altaf Hussain, while delivering a speech via telephone at the Kakri Ground, had directed City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to help resolve Lyari’s chronic water issue on a permanent basis.


Acceding to his leader’s directives, the nazim wasted no time in laying the foundation stone of the 6mgd water project on June 2 the same year at Bakra Pirri. Shortly afterwards, amid loud applause, he announced that with the completion of the project, Lyari’s lingering water issue would be resolved for the next 50 years.

The nazim, on this occasion, had also pledged that though the project’s stipulated period of completion is six months, efforts would be made to accomplish it in four months.

However the project, which envisages the laying of a 33-inch diameter PRCC pipe main from Sabzi Mandi to Bakra Piri via Gharibabad along the Lyari Expressway, could not be completed even after over a year since the laying of its foundation stone.


‘80 per cent of the work done’

However, the KWSB officials told Dawn that since more than 80 per cent of the work had already been carried out, citizens of Lyari would start getting water from the project in the next one to two months as of the total 1,400-plus pipes of 33-inch diameter, 1,300 had already been laid. Work of laying the remaining 100 pipes would be accomplished in the next three to four weeks provided no natural calamities take place.


Change of contractor behind delay

Attributing the delay in accomplishing the project to the change of contractor in the midst of the work, the well-placed KWSB sources said that the previous contractor was not only carrying out the project at a snail’s pace, he was also manoeuvring in a fashion to get the project’s cost raised much higher than what will be paid to the new contractor.

“Had we not cancelled the previous contract, the cost of the project would have jumped to double than its original,” the sources claimed. “The previous contract had to be rescinded as the contractor was openly flouting the terms and conditions of the project,” the sources added.

(Dawn-19, 13/07/2007)

Clean water

The right to safe drinking water is an essential component of a dignified and healthy life. The responsibility of the state towards this right of the citizens is also well established. The government is not only responsible for the supply of drinking water but is also responsible for the quality of the water. It is sad to note that the government has been faltering in this vital arena with millions of people having no access to safe drinking water. According to the government's 2006-2007 Economic Survey, only 66 per cent of the people have access to clean water. It is not surprising to note that water-borne diseases are the number one killer in Pakistan which claim an estimated 250,000 children each year. Seen in this context, the project initiated by the Pakistan Council of Research Water Resources (PCRWR) on safe drinking water raises hopes of a marked improvement. 
Under this scheme, 24 laboratories, spread throughout the country and inter-linked through a network, would be checking and monitoring all water supply schemes being run under the Water and Sanitation Agency, tehsil municipal administrations and public health engineering departments. The project will be completed in five years at a cost of Rs1.4 billion. We can expect that the distant dream of safe drinking water for the citizens of Pakistan will finally be moving towards becoming a reality. Besides providing valuable training to concerned personnel, a public awareness campaign regarding the effects of unhygienic water will also be launched. This is very important as most of our people, with the scarcity of water being such a huge problem, tend to ignore the quality aspect of water. The general public must be informed through a mass awareness campaign of the benefits of safe drinking water to their health and the substantial costs associated with waterborne diseases.

(The News-7, 19/07/2007)
KWSB termed a typical bureaucratic body

KARACHI, July 27: Describing the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board as a typical bureaucratic government entity, a Japan International Cooperation Agency team preparing the city’s water and sanitation master plan has observed in its progress report that it appears as if the water utility’s by-laws have not been prepared or revised for decades and it is not known why its board has ceased to function since 2001.


The JICA team while discussing the utility’s managing capacity in the report said the KWSB was a typical bureaucratic government entity with antiquated IT equipment, long serving staff, constrained by civil service rules and regulations and subject to both internal and political pressure.


Owing to poor information and planning, the KWSB has been unable to control water and revenue losses and respond rapidly to customers’ requests and complaints, the report says.
In fact, there is growing support for the conversion of the KWSB into a fully-fledged corporation, organised on professional and commercial principles, together with reorganisation into area-based management zones. However, the report observes that a change of mindset is required in the existing staff of revenue section, besides introduction of professionalism in finance and administration as well as staff training in information technology.


With the introduction of the latest technology and data management for the integrated revenue management system, the report suggests that the KWSB should not miss the opportunity to train its own revenue staff for strengthening it management capacity.


Cautioning that information technology alone will not solve the revenue collection problems, the study emphasises the need for completing and continuously updating the Register of Consumers and proper bill delivery as both require strengthening of management system. Besides, the flow of information from the revenue personnel in the 18 towns is also vital and there is a need to improve the communication system regarding data revenue such as illegal connections and newly registered connections.


Besides, the JICA report recommends that the new consumer service centre staff should be given training in IT and dealing with complaint management.


Leakages in trunk mains

The JICA study shows that there are over 200 kilometres of trunk mains varying in diameter from 18 to 72 inches, the most widely used material being pre-stressed reinforced cement concrete pipes.


According to the assessment carried out in 1996, the report says 40 per cent of the overall water losses occur in the trunk main system though lack of metering prevented accurate measurements, leakages results are obtained from extensive investigations by consultants.

The water distribution network comprises about 5,450 kilometres of pipelines. Seventy per cent of pipes are asbestos cement and 23 per cent are cast iron. Much of the system is old and in very poor condition.


The KWSB regulates supplies to sub-zones by opening and closing feeder valves from the trunk mains and regulating the hours of operation of distribution pumping stations and as such almost all ‘retail’ (un-metered) consumers are subjected to intermittent water supply.


The report elaborates that although water losses between the trunk mains and the distribution system due to leakages are estimated to be 20 per cent, the water board has no overall specific strategy, plan or department to deal with the leakages and subsequently the tasks fell to the superintending engineers of the 18 towns under the direction of their respective chief engineers.


At the outset, the JICA report states that there is little done to remove illegal connections though there are thought to be many. “The law is rarely, if ever, enforced by those charged with these duties,” said the report adding that there is known to be a degree of political and other interferences, too, in the implementation of the law.
Reviewing the need for strengthening KWSB’s management capacity with the aim of reducing water losses, the JICA suggests that it must be looked at in the overall context of bringing about corporate reforms in the proposed Asian Development Bank study for capacity building within the CDGK, which is linked to future loans for the Karachi Mega City Development Project.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 28/07/2007)

Rs10m water project for Esa Nagri

The City Government will carry out a water supply project in UC-4 Esa Nagri of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town at a cost of Rs10 million.


The project, which includes the laying of a 14,000-foot long 6-inch dia and a 22,600-foot long 4-inch dia pipeline and repair of two pumping stations, will be completed in less than six months.
After completion of the project, some 3.5 million residents of Esa Nagri will get a new water supply system. Addressing the foundation-laying ceremony of the project on Saturday, Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal said that the CDGK was trying to resolve the issues of water scarcity on permanent basis.


The Nazim added that the water supply system in Esa Nagri was badly damaged with old and cracked lines while some of the areas never had any water supply or sewerage system. Water and sewerage systems were being installed in these areas for the first time. In addition, it was also decided to change the old and obsolete system with a new one. The project, once completed, will mean that potable water will be available to the locals through pipelines.

Recounting the uplift projects carried out by the present city government, he said that separate water pipelines were being laid in Baldia, Orangi Lyari and Clifton with a cost of Rs650 million, Rs320 million and Rs200 million respectively. He said the city government was spending a huge amount of Rs17 billion on water and sewerage systems. The CDGK has also been working on infrastructure of the city to attract foreign investors.


Kamal directed the authorities concerned to construct a boundary wall covering the football ground besides improving the conditions of the play ground to provide healthy sports facilities to the local residents.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 30/07/2007)
AUGUST

Gulshan areas without water for 12 days

KARACHI, Aug 8: Around a dozen high-rise and other residential complexes in Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s blocks 13-A and 13-B have not been receiving water for 12 days. Residents of Erum Palace (Phase-I), Sheraton Apartments, Gulshan Plaza, Najma Square, Khursheed Homes, Daulat Square, Fahad Arcade and scores of the adjoining localities affected by the water crisis have complained that the KWSB officials concerned were paying no heed to their repeated requests for the resumption of water supply to the two blocks.


They suspected that the artificial crisis was being created to force the local population to buy water from private tanker operators at exorbitant rates.

(Dawn-18, 09/08/2007)

Mubarak dam project being redesigned

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is redesigning the Rs4.6 million World Bank-funded project of Mubarak village Dam, said Gabopat Union Council (UC) Nazim, Mubarak Sanghu on Saturday.


The CDGK will bear more costs for the extended project, Sanghu added. The two-kilometre long dam has a capacity of storing 25 feet of water, which was believed to be sufficient for beneficiaries for five years. However, the monsoon rains in July 2006 had damaged the dam’s wall due to technical faults and since then, the reservoir has been unable to store water for the community. Obviously, the project is in doldrums as the authorities seem unresponsive and are not making efforts to rebuild it. But Sanghu said that he has had several meetings with the CDGK officials and now the Public Health Engineering Department’s executive engineer, Akbar Baloch is looking into the matter properly. The project was redesigned in May but work is being delayed due to problems. The authorities might know better, the nazim said. 


The project was planned earlier by the CDGK senior engineer Younus Arain and designer Shoaib Ismail but was washed away. Now the CDGK designers are remodelling it and officials seem hopeful about project’s completion within few months, he added.


It is the second time that the rain has washed away the dam. The first was in 2003 when the monsoon rains destroyed the same project while it was being made. This time around, however, it was ready along with the overhead tank to store rainwater for 20,000 beneficiaries of the 12 neighbouring villages.


People belonging to Mubarak Village, Sunahri, Moosa Goth, Khamisa Goth, Manjar Goth, Haji Darya Khan Goth and other fishermen localities were quite emotional about the wastage of water for the third monsoon season, as they were now hoping to receive water through the newly-built reservoir. Area activists accused the CDGK designers for not evaluating the dam site properly. They said that junior contractors and technicians overlooked faults during their work at the site. Moreover, the pumping station and water pipeline linked to the water reservoir worth Rs2.4 million was damaged due to delay in receiving water. There was only a single wall that the CDGK built from its slope on a naturally rainy waterway from the mountainside, which burst during the rains. The wall developed a leak from the mountain side and the water streamed out leading towards the sea. 


There are 104 villages in UC Gabopat, Keamari Town and none of them have direct water connections and are dependent on UC water tankers. However, there are old water ponds in the areas to store rainwater, which is usually used by people and animals to quench their thirst while women frequent it to wash their clothes. All wells existing there have dried up due to the lack of rain but the older lot there still believes that more rains can refill these wells with soft water (meetha pani). Also, natural ponds can store more water for two to three months for the nearby village people and their animals.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 19/08/2007)
Many localities getting turbid water

KARACHI, Aug 19: Many parts of the city are being supplied contaminated water and the residents of these areas said the officials concerned were taking no measures to rectify the fault responsible for the situation.


The affected localities include sectors 7-A, 7-B, 7-C and 7-D of North Karachi, a portion of Federal B’ Area’s Block 12 and different parts of Lyari where, according to the affected people, water-borne diseases are already on the rise.

They said that although they had been receiving stinking water for the last five days, the KWSB officials concerned had not yet taken appropriate measures.

Suspecting that sewage water might have been seeping into the water pipeline, they urged the KWSB authorities to direct the officials concerned to take immediate measures and ensure supply of clean water.


UC without water

Calling from Jamshed Town’s Union Council No 7, Mr Mohsin Rizvi and his neighbours complained that a number of houses along either side of Manzar Alam Road had been without water for the last five weeks.

Residents of the affected locality said they had already lodged a number of complaints with the KWSB and even spoken to the utility’s managing director but the lingering water problem remained unresolved as yet.


Unhygienic conditions

Patients visiting the Lady Rahimtoolah Benevolent Trust’s (LRBT) Hospital in Korangi No. 2 ½ have been facing immense hardship owing to the accumulation of filthy water all around the health care facility, especially at its main entrance.


Patience, doctors and paramedical staff of the hospital complained that the stagnant filthy water, mixed with sewage, had not only created unhygienic condition all around the hospital but had blocked excess to the facility. Those coming to hospital had to wade through the pond of sewage, they added.


Recalling that the sewage water had started accumulating there following the sinking of a sewage line a couple of days back, they said the KWSB officials concerned were taking no measures to drain it out despite repeated complaints not only by the hospital’s management, but also by the residents of the locality.

(Dawn-14, 20/08/2007)

Water-borne diseases hit residents of Bin Qasim

The post-rain situation in Bin Qasim Town may lead to an outbreak of infections such as diarrhoea vomiting, allergy and eye-ailments, as the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is not cooperating with the town management. 


Town Naib Nazim Yousuf Shah told The News on Saturday that the town had no proper equipment and machinery to remove stagnant rainwater from the area. “We have limited resources and despite the fact that we are using them properly, we are unable to clear all areas,” he said, while accusing the CDGK of not assisting the town. “It is the CDGK’s responsibility to spray each town every week to avert an outbreak of disease after the rain but unfortunately, it has failed to take any initiative in this regard,” Shah said.


Moreover, if this continues in the fishermen colonies, the results can be disastrous. “We cannot spend a single penny on health and education from the town budget as it can be termed a violation of the Local Government Ordinance (LGO),” Shah added. 


Activists claim that due to the stagnant rainwater in many fishermen-dominated localities, there are chances of outbreak of disease. The town administration has not taken any measures to remove the garbage polluting the area, they added. 

All the roads are still in a dilapidated condition, disconnecting the nearby localities. For instance, the main road connecting Ibrahim Hyderi, Rehri, Chashma and Dabla goths is damaged and the worst affected people are patients, whose families face problems in bringing them to nearby hospitals on time. Moreover, there is only a 50-bed Sindh government hospital in Ibrahim Hyderi for all neighbouring localities. The hospital is receiving more than 20 patients daily, suffering from diarrhoea and allergies, most of them children and women. Several cases have been referred to thje Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), due to unhygienic conditions in the hospital. However, those who are relatively well-off prefer to take patients to private hospitals.


People in Dabla Goth are still residing in their make-shift homes, because not only rainwater but seasonal high tides have also played havoc with them. They received no relief and help from any government and non-government organisation except false promises by the high-ups on their visits to the flooded locality. 


Shah said that they designed a proposal and presented it to the CDGK for Dabla Goth as the people here are the main victims of high tides and rains living in a low-lying locality.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-14, 20/08/2007)
Water management

THE present spell of torrential rains in the aftermath of cyclonic activity due to extreme atmospheric low pressure was heart-breaking and devastating. The loss to life and property is almost unfathomable. The worst hit was the coastal belt of Balochistan and the city of Turbat. Cities like Karachi, Lahore, Mardan, Peshawar, Muzzafarabad, Rawalakot, etc., have also received unprecedented amount of downpour. About 400,000 people are displaced in Balochistan alone.


Thousands of people are affected in other parts of the country. After the earthquake, it is once again proved that we require having a very agile, professionally befitting and well-equipped army, as in Balochistan, at many a place the relief was only possible through helicopters or through small military boats.

This brings us to the second lesson which has to be drawn from this calamity: enhancement of storage capacity to cater this reverine dilemma. Pakistan at present has two main dams for water storage and power generation. We are also passing through the worst energy crisis of our history.


The shortfall in power generation oscillates between 1,500 MW and 2,500 MW, which is 15 to 20 per cent of our total power generation. If this gap continues, then it will grow to 40 to 50 per cent by 2012, meaning thereby that the country as a whole will have an average loadshedding of 10 to 12 hours with no electricity for industrial or even civic requirements. God forbid, we will have darkened cities, blacked-out towns and drab boulevards.


The water shortages will also turn our agricultural lands into dreadful arid zones. Water vision given by President Musharraf is completely vindicated by the present crisis. In Balochistan, if we could have made dams on the Hari river, Kech Kaur, the Nihing river and other hill torrents, then the disaster would have been minimised.

We have three main rivers, i.e., the Chenab, the Jhelum and the Indus. We have absolutely no site for dams on either the Chenab or the Jhelum due to plains of terrain and non-availability of even nominal dam heads and reverse water slope areas. The only choice left is the river Indus.


On the Indus we have sites like Katzara, Basha, Kalabagh, Akori and Munda. The most suitable site is of Kalalabagh, because of two reasons: one that as monsoon accounts for 70 per cent of water in Pakistan, glaciers make up for just 30 per cent. Basha and Katzara sites are glacier-fed whereas the Kalabagh site is unique to receive both the sources, it receives monsoon rains as Swan and Harro rivers. Moreover, the Kabul, Swat and Chitral rivers also confluence into the Indus. Kalabagh is the site where 90 MAF of water flows.


The ‘Water Vision’ given by President Musharraf was the right step in right direction. Due to the political bickering and trust deficit between the provinces we are losing our future at a very fast speed. Our slide downwards is almost torrential.


In 2006 the Supreme Court Bar Association suggested President Musharraf to file a reference in the Supreme Court to seek judicial opinion on the Kalabagh ‘issue’. That was really commendable. This type of judicial activism is required to address national issue. Yearly we are losing about 35 to 40 MAF of water as runoff. Due to global change in weather this loss might be increased due to unpredictable weather patterns.

It is time we rose above the political ramifications and took decisions in national interest.

IMRAN JAMALI, ROJHAN JAMALI

(Dawn-6, 23/08/2007)

Haleji Lake falls victim to official wrangling and red tape
KARACHI: Multi-party managerial control, the lack of coordination and mismanagement have reduced Haleji Lake, once a wetland internationally recognised as significant, to a shadow of its former self.


Haleji Lake is classified as a Ramsar site under the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. Currently, however, the lake holds very little water and large portions are choked with aquatic grass and weeds. Dried-up sections are covered in wild vegetation and being used as grazing grounds for livestock.


Located some 100 kilometres from the city off the Thatta-Karachi national highway, Haleji Lake was constructed by raising protective embankments around a natural depression by the British in the first half of the 20th century, in order to ensure the water supply for troops stationed here during WWII. In more recent times, the lake served as a water source for Karachi. However, since the Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB) constructed a canal as an alternative supply of water, the lake has been neglected and its importance appears to have dimmed in the KWSB’s eyes. As a result, the Ramsar site is in grave danger.


Passing the buck

The Sindh Wildlife Department has declared the lake a wildlife sanctuary where the shooting, trapping or poaching of birds or fish is banned under the Sindh Wildlife Protection Ordinance 1972, which also prohibits livestock grazing in the area.


Responsibility for the maintenance of the lake, however, appears to be a grey area. SWD staff said that clearing the reservoir of weeds and looking after its water supply is the KWSB’s responsibility, a charge borne out by at least two mechanical weed-cutting boats owned by the KWSB, which Dawn noticed rusting in the lake.


However, a KWSB official informed Dawn that despite repeated requests, the irrigation department has not released sufficient water for a long time. “The quantity of water is not enough to fill the lake and it is also of poor quality,” he commented. Furthermore, he claimed that the SWD itself had disallowed de-weeding on the grounds that the birds would be disturbed or their eggs would be destroyed.


Depletion of wildlife

The decline of the wetland has also affected the wildlife dependent on it. Earlier, the lake would annually attract over 160,000 migratory waterfowl belonging to over 220 different species. In recent years, this number has dwindled to a few thousand, reflecting a disruption in migratory patterns. Native to the cold Central Asian regions, the waterfowl follow the Indus Flyway, one of the major migratory routes. Haleji Lake used to be one of the locations where the birds spent the winter in relatively warmer climes, but the site’s poor condition is clearly no longer conducive.


The final blow was dealt when during the tenure of former provincial chief minister, Muzaffar Hussain Shah, a commercial fishing contract was awarded despite the fact that such activities are banned in Heleji Lake under the 1972 ordinance. Though the contract was cancelled after conservationists raised hue and cry, the contractor nevertheless managed to wipe out the lake’s fish stock in a mere one week of illegal activity.


Little wonder, then, that migratory waterfowl now have little interest in the lake that was declared a bird watchers’ paradise by the then international president of the WWF (now the World Wide Fund for Nature), Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh, when he inaugurated an information centre at Haleji Lake in 1982.
Bureaucratic wrangling

Haleji Lake has fallen victim to mismanagement and a lack of foresight. The SWD spent a large sum constructing two huts on the site to facilitate nature enthusiasts but then handed them over to the Sindh Tourism Development Corporation, saying that the latter could better manage them. After a few years, the SWD recently constructed another hut/rest-house, again at a large cost and with the quality of construction leaving a lot to be desired.


SWD secretary Mahboob Alam Ansari told Dawn that he recently saw for himself the poor condition of Haleji Lake and has called for a report, in addition to having asked the conservator to explain the poor construction of the hut/rest-house.


That is not all that requires attention, however. A watchtower to give visitors a better view of the lake is badly deteriorated, its stairs broken and floors damaged. Numerous herds of livestock graze over the dried-up portions and SWD staff at the lake say that they probably belong to neighbouring communities.

A senior SWD official said on the condition of anonymity that the new hut will facilitate visitors to Haleji Lake and was constructed at a cost of less than a million rupees.

“The huts given to the STDC are old and of little use to the SWD,” he said, adding that he would look into the issue of livestock grazing at the site and call for a report. According to this official, the SWD has been urging the KWSB and the irrigation department to fill the lake but the water supply is insufficient and irregular. De-weeding, he said, is the KWSB’s responsibility. While officialdom wrangles over responsibility and red tape, conservationists point out that


Haleji Lake may yet be restored to its former glory through the provision of water, regular de-weeding, the introduction of fresh fish stocks and the strict implementation of laws.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-18, 23/08/2007)

Contaminated water plagues residents

Approximately 100 houses in Karachi Administration Employees Cooperative Housing Society (KAECHS) Block-2 have been receiving contaminated drinking water since the past week after rain water seeped into the underground water tanks. Tuesday night’s rainfall has made the situation worse in the locality where knee-deep water has accumulated and made it impossible for the residents to step out.


The area falls under the jurisdiction of Jamshed Town Union Council (UC) 5. Residents have lodged several complaints with the town officials who visited the locality and assured them of help but no action has been taken as yet. Amra Javed, a social worker and a resident of KAECHS told The News that a foul smell is emanating from (potable) drinking water since the past four days. “We are now buying water from tankers because people are falling ill,” she revealed.

She also complained that due to the lack of sweepers, the area that was once considered a posh locality is gradually turning into a garbage dump. “Heaps of garbage are lying at the end of every street. Some 11 hand sweepers who had been assigned to this area for the past 16 years are not seen working anymore because they have been deployed to other areas of the town like Mehmoodabad and Manzoor Colony,” she complained.


Mrs Javed added that these sweepers had been sanctioned after the efforts of a women welfare organisation, which she was a part of. On inquiring from the UC Nazim, Imran Baghpati, he admitted that the condition of the area is deteriorating but said that it is “beyond his control to help the residents because there is no deputed staff or vehicle to address the problems of the area.” 

He alleged that no assistance was being offered by the town officials to address the issue. Baghpati also revealed that funds worth Rs50 million have been sanctioned for reparations, the installation of water and sewage lines and the construction of roads by Mohammad Arif, chief town engineer. However, the project cannot proceed without an approval was from Town Nazim, Jawed Ahmad.


While addressing the issue of the distribution of funds, Ahmad, told The News that Rs9.6 million has been distributed to each union council to counter the problem. 

Moreover, he admitted that the town did not have enough suction machines to clear the rain water hence he has issued instructions to all UC nazims to precede with the cleanliness drive by hiring heavy machinery, the cost of which will be borne by the town nazim. “We have assured all the UC nazims that they will be reimbursed, there is no reason for them to delay the process,” he said. 


Earlier, Baghpati alleged that because of his affiliation with Jamaat-e-Islami’s Al Khidmat Group the town officials are neglecting UC 5. The town nazim was offended and denied this allegation, he said the opposition should not link party politics with civic issues and that the town officials should work in their respective areas without discriminating against the people who would not vote for them. “We are trying our best to discourage this practice but there is no cooperation from the other end,” he said. 


Meanwhile, he disclosed that deploying sweepers is the duty of the UC nazim while the responsibility of garbage disposal falls in the hands of the town officials. He further assured that he would take notice of the contaminated water issue in KAECHS himself.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-20, 23/08/2007)
Rain crisis yet again

SCARCELY had Karachi started recovering from the heavy spell of monsoon rains on Aug 9-10, than it found itself reeling from the after-effects of the downpour that began in the early hours of Wednesday. Given the city’s past record in this regard, it would not be inaccurate to term the recent heavy bout of rain as something of an aberration. However, in the light of changing weather patterns across the globe and in Pakistan itself, one can expect such vagaries of nature to become a permanent feature. Sadly, not only are the municipal authorities not in a position to prevent large swathes of the city from being submerged by floodwater, they are also ill-equipped to handle the crisis that erupts after heavy rains. This is quite evident in the impassable state of the main roads and lanes all over the city, the clogged gutters and broken electricity wires. Municipal services are so badly affected that even basic amenities such as water supply are hard to come by while many educational institutions and clinics are rendered almost non-functional.


However, the city government, instead of being proactive and providing relief to the common man while it debates a long-term strategy to prevent future rain-related chaos, has been giving lame excuses for its performance, besides passing on the blame to other civic agencies. This attitude will not do. While some of its suggestions like the centralisation of services can be discussed, indeed implemented, there must be greater accountability of those providing municipal services. Heavy taxes are extracted from Karachiites who have a right to better services and to know how their money has been spent. But, so far, complaints remain unattended and remedial action is long in coming. If the municipal authorities ensured regularity in the cleaning of drains and if they were alert in preventing encroachments by the rich and the poor alike on storm water drains and the rivers, they could provide some respite to Karachiites. But the real need is for a comprehensive and practical rain emergency plan, one that would advocate the pooling of resources by all municipal agencies and call for greater accountability of those providing civic services.

(Dawn-7, 24/08/2007)

Rainwater causes Hub Dam to overflow
KARACHI, Aug 23: Water from the Hub Dam reservoir, which attained its maximum conservation capacity of 339 feet on Wednesday night, has started overflowing towards the Arabian Sea through its 6,020-foot long spillway.
Terming the monsoon rains a “boon for both Karachi and Balochistan’s Lasbella district,” Wapda’s Resident Engineer Inamullah Khan told Dawn that the water available in the dam’s reservoir would be sufficient to cater to the needs of both Karachi and Lasbella for two years even if they continue to maintain their present supply level of 100 and 59 million gallons of water per day (mgd), respectively.


Asked if the flash floods caused in the wake of the dam’s spillage resulted in any damage to the lives and properties of those living along the huge spillway area, he replied in the negative. He said that all those villagers who had been living along the dam’s spillway had moved to safer places much earlier as Wapda, through an advisory sent to the administrations of both Karachi and Balochistan, had warned them shortly after the current monsoon season had begun.


To another query he said that the water level in the reservoir on Thursday night was 340.5 RL (reservoir level) and rainwater was still pouring in because it has a huge catchment area comprising Dadu district and Kirthar National Park in Sindh and Daruna, Duraji and Shah Noorani in Balochistan.
It was for the seventh time that the dam’s reservoir had spilled since it became operational in 1981. Water from the dam’s reservoir had earlier spilled in 1984, 1989, 1992, 1994, 1995 and lastly in 2003.


Tracing the history of the Hub Dam, Mr Khan said that construction of the dam had begun in 1963 but it was commissioned in June 1981. It is since then that both beneficiaries had been drawing water from the dam to meet their requirements.
“Four consecutive dry monsoon seasons had resulted in the drying up of the dam’s reservoir; as such water supply to both Karachi and Lasbella had come to a complete halt in July 1999,” he said. Water supply was, however, restored in August 2001 as the catchment area received considerable rainfall, he added.


Water supply to both beneficiaries was once again stopped in October 2002 and remained so until the first week of June 2003.


Elaborating, he said that water supply from the dam is made available to Karachi through the Hub pumping station managed by the KWSB after water flows into a 19-mile long canal.


Wapda had been maintaining a five mile section of the canal since it handed over the remaining portion of the canal to the KWSB in 2002.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-19, 24/08/2007)

Frequent protests, stagnant water irk commuters

Commuters on highways and major thoroughfares of the city faced extreme hardship of being trapped in massive traffic jams due to protests (including a rally) in the wake of power outages. At the same time, stagnant water on important city arteries added to their woes on Thursday. 


A massive traffic jam irked commuters who got stuck in bumper-to-bumper traffic on Sharae Faisal. The traffic jam that lasted for two hours after a protest rally marched from JPMC up to FTC flyover in the late afternoon. The highly congested VIP corridor of this megapolis witnessed vehicles coming to a standstill from Regent Plaza crossing up to Metropole intersection on one track and from FTC up to Regent Plaza on the other. 


The situation at another main thoroughfare of the city - M. A. Jinnah Road - was even worse thanks to the mixture of rain and sewerage water accumulated over a long portion of this highly congested thoroughfare. Sewerage water was already standing there for the last five days and the Wednesday’s torrential rain did the rest to make it a pool of filthy water. The entire sewerage system of the old city collapsed as stagnant water could be seen from Plaza intersection up to Radio Pakistan bus stop at one point. Besides, the portion from Denso Hall up to Merewhether Tower was also submerged. 


It took hours to cover a distance on the patch that would otherwise require minutes. A commuter complained that he covered the distance from Numaish Chowk up to Jamia Cloth market in one hour. Tower intersection also witnessed a gridlock due to stagnant water on main stop as well as in Kharadar areas. People remained stranded in public transport for hours while pedestrians also faced extreme hardships due to standing sewerage water. Moreover, Super Highway was blocked by some protesters that caused a major traffic jam till 8pm on Thursday evening. 
Hundreds of heavy vehicles, intercity buses, and the families in private cars along with their children remained stranded there till 3:30 am on Thursday as the highway remained blocked till 2 am by the protestors and it took another hour or so before traffic was restored. One of the stranded passengers told this correspondent that it was for the fifth time in the last couple of weeks that he got stuck in a major traffic jam on the same intersection and for the same reason. When asked to explain the cause, Town Police Officer Bin Qasim, Alim Jafri, said they did their best to control the situation but there were hindrances in their work. He further said that they had been negotiating with the people, KESC officials and town administration to take collective measures for the permanent resolution of the issue. 


According to other reports main Korangi Road, Cause Way Road and the roads linking Shah Faisal Town with Korangi as well as railway crossing underpasses that link Shah Faisal Town with Sharea Faisal remained closed for vehicular traffic on Thursday.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 24/08/2007)
Dumloti wells project in doldrums

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has failed to reactivate the 123-year-old Dumloti Wells located near Memon Goth, Gadap Town, officials said.


“The CDGK had previously established K-I, K-II and K-III projects, and is now working on a K-IV project to meet the demand for water in the city, however demand is constantly increasing,” said a town official who requested anonymity.

“The CDGK has the resources needed to meet the rising demand for water; it can reactivate the first water supply project ever made for this city by the British colonisers during the pre-partition era but it seems as though the CDGK wants to preserve the old Dumloti wells as an archaeological site instead of running them to meet the city’s demand for water,” he said.


The first water supply scheme in the city was begun by the Karachi Municipal Board management in 1884. Twelve huge tubewells were established to supply water via pipelines to areas in the city. There were sweet water ponds and wells in different city areas long before these tubewells were established and families had access to water even before partition.

“At least six tubewells can be reactivated now, which will meet the water demand of the people in Malir and other adjoining areas,” he said.


The Gadap Town management had designed a project feasibility report to reactivate old wells. The previous city government of Naimatullah Khan had even realised it but since then the project has been in doldrums, he added.

The town people said that the excavation of sand and gravel to supply construction companies from the Malir riverbed and other natural waterways might be the cause of widespread aridity in the area.


The influx of immigrants, excessive groundwater extraction, regular and prolonged spells of drought and increasing urbanisation are major causes of the destruction of these wells.


Due to excessive sand and gravel excavation from the beds of hill torrents and superfluous extraction of water in the valley, the ground water table has been declining every year, causing a negative impact on the wells and the area’s economy. The water table has gone down from 60 to 70 feet (in the 1960s) to 300 to 700 feet now. The development of water resources is of vital importance for sustainable socio-economic development in the rural areas since a majority of them depend entirely on agriculture.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 28/08/2007)
KSWB work starts after KPT says OK... a year on


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has started work on a 2.6-kilometer pipeline on M. A. Jinnah Road near Native Jetty Bridge. The project, worth Rs 47 million, was planned one year ago to supply potable water to the residents of Bhutta Village in Keamari Town but was delayed as the Karachi Port Trust had refused to issue the no objection certificate.


The 10-inch diameter pipeline will pass under the sea to provide 0.2 million gallons water per day and has been awarded to Crescent Construction Company that expects to complete it in six months. Another project for the supply of 0.5 million gallons of water per day to the residents of three islands – Baba Island, Bhit Island and Salihabad Island – has also been started at an estimated cost of Rs 300 million. The project would cover Mauripur near Gulbai where a 12-kilometer pipeline would be laid, seven kilometers of which would pass under the sea, explained Chief Engineer Zone II Najam Alam. 


The KWSB is undertaking both projects with the Rs 50 given to Keamari Town. 


A 2.1-kilometer pipeline from Native Jetty Bridge to Bhutta Village will pass under the sea, said Crescent Construction Company Project Engineer Sarwar Ahmed while talking to Daily Times. “We are using indigenously manufactured PE (poly-ethylene) pipes that have a life-span of more than 50 years,” he said, adding that there would be no joints in the pipeline.


The settled islands are more than 300 years old and have a population of around 50,000 people. But they have no water supply and thus have to get it from offshore areas of Keamari, Mauripur by boat which consumes time and is expensive. The completion of the two projects would help decrease the suffering of the population of the three islands and Bhutta Village, said the Keamari Town nazim. He mentioned that the projects would have started earlier but the KPT had turned down the KWSB’s request as it wanted to use that portion of the sea for its own future projects.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 30/08/2007)

Dam expansion project awarded
ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: The government on Thursday allowed a consortium of Kohinoor Group and the UAE-based Al-Nahyan Group to undertake $500 million Tarbela dam expansion project to enhance its generation capacity by 960MW.
The project, which is expected to be completed in 2015, would raise Tarbela dam’s generation capacity to about 4,550MW.


A meeting of the board of directors of the Private Power and Infrastructure Board (PPIB) presided over by minister for water and power Liaquat Ali Jatoi decided to issue a formal letter of intent (LoI) to the consortium, Tarbela Hydro Limited and Associates comprising Kohinoor Group and Al Nahyan Group of the UAE.


The consortium will be required to complete feasibility study within 18 months and complete the project by 2015. The PPIB had sought proposals from local and international firms a few months ago and 13 companies expressed interest in the project. However, only three firms submitted their statements of qualification, and the offer of Kohinoor and Al-Nahyan Group was declared successful.

This will be the fourth extension of Tarbela hydropower project.

The board also approved the setting up of 139MW Chakothi Hattian Hydropower Project in Azad Kashmir which is estimated to start commercial operation by 2015, according to a press release.


The statement said the meeting was informed that the PPIB had recently signed implementation agreements (IAs) with five companies for a total of 992MW and four IAs for 715MW are ready for signing.

The projects for which IAs have been signed include 165MW Attockgen by Attock Group of Companies, 225MW Atlas Power of Shirazi Group, 202MW Foundation Power, a company of Fauji Foundation, 200MW Nishat Chunian and 200MW Nishat Power by Nishat Group.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 31/08/2007)

SEPTEMBER

Resettlement plan for Mirani dam victims approved

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Water and Power has approved Rs 1.244 billion for the resettlement action plan for the people affected by the Mirani dam.


The affected people, who belong to five villages, will be provided with land, housing, infrastructure and other compensation, 30 miles west of Turbat across the Dasht river in Makran division.


The government will provide Rs 714.6 million for the purchase of 17,973 acres of land for resettlement purpose. It also includes the land for the agricultural purpose in Turbat Dasht area of Balochistan.

An official of the water and power ministry told that five villages have been submerged in the reservoirs during the ponding, which also included 4,160 concrete houses, mud shelters and huts.

In the reservoirs a total of 56,108 trees were also affected.


The official said the re-settlers would be provided with sufficient investment resources and opportunities to share this project benefits with the affected people. He said the people dislocated from the five villages would be provided with support to improve their living standard and income-earning capacity.


The Mirani dam, which is operative from June 15, 2007, has cost Rs 5.81 billion.

Due to construction of dam, environment of the area has been affected due to submergence of agriculture land, dislocation of the inhabitant and water rights of lower riparian.


The federal government has also chalked out another five-year comprehensive plan for the development of Mirani dam command area in Makran region, which will cost Rs 650 million.

The project of the ministry of food and agricultural and Balochistan agriculture and cooperative department will supervise it for the development of barren land, orchard and fishery.


The official said under the project 33,200 acres of land would be developed in Turbat, Dasht, Tump, Mand, and Buleda Tehsils and parts of Kolwah Tehsil for agricultural activities.


On the right bank canal 118 watercourses would be constructed, which will irrigate 20,800 acres land while 74 watercourses would be constructed on left bank canal, which will irrigate 12,400 acres of land.

He said for the fruit production, land would also be prepared for the production of mangoes, dates, citrus, other fruits, cotton, vegetable with the introduction of trickle irrigation system.

(The News-2, 02/09/2007)

Lax DHA de-watering operation angers residents

Channels cutting across boulevards, water accumulating in empty plots and big gaping pot holes on roads and avenues. Add to this the absence of any public information exercise to explain what is being done to drain water and also time frame required to do so. “I am unsure of which way to take, there is so much confusion on the roads in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA),” comments Ahmad Mukhtar, a resident of Phase 6, which saw some of the worst flooding. 


The de-watering operation of the DHA, assisted by its sister organisation the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC), continues to anger residents who want answers to questions they have been asking for long. 

The flooding which, following unprecedented rains in the city, was made much worse by the fact that the sewerage system of DHA simply collapsed at places, which meant that water could not be drained out and instead entered homes and offices, destroying much in its wake.


Today, the damage has been done. But the clean-up operations are slow and scattered. Roads have been arbitrarily closed, with the result that this locality is witness to unprecedented traffic jams, especially in the morning school rush hour. 


Places have been dug up but no DHA official is willing to explain how long this operation will last.† It took the DHA three days to convene an ëemergency meeting’ and almost a month before the administrator, Brigadier Kamran Aziz Qazi, met with residents associations to listen to their point of view. 


Brigadier Qazi still has not met any member of the media and refused to answer questions why his organisation was unable to rise to the occasion.


Even poorer has been the performance of the Cantonment Boad Clifton. “The CBC simply folded. There was no official to guide us or register our complaints,” recalls Naila Bokhari, another resident. 

So far, not one person has been dismissed, suspended or called to explain why both the DHA and the CBC were unable to provide emergency rain services following the heavy downpour.
A committee has been set up by the DHA, headed by a retired military officer, which has asked residents and other stakeholders to come forward and give suggestions on how the authority can improve its working.


Residents, however, feel that until people are not taken to task within the DHA and CBC, this is an exercise in futility. “The failure of the DHA and CBC to respond to peoples’ expectations once again brings to the forefront to have elected representation here,” commented a member of the Defence Residents Association (DRA).

(The News-20, 02/09/2007)

Korangi left high and dry

Several Union Councils (UC) of Korangi Town are facing a shortage of potable water and an inadequate sewerage system in some areas, among the numerous other issues.


For about 100 quarters in Korangi’s UC 5, a major problem is the shortage of potable water. Only 50 per cent of the population of this UC has access to water pipelines and the remaining residents rely on tankers or donkey carts carrying water tanks which cost them anywhere between Rs25-30. 


Sector 50-C in Korangi is completely devoid of a sewerage system. It is an industrial area where about 90 factories are operating. The condition of roads in this area is also deplorable. Most roads are uneven, often causing traffic jams. There are four main roads in the area namely, 9000, 1, 1000, 1, 3000, 1, 6000 and 1, 8000.

The carpeting on 1, 3000 and 1, 8000 Roads has been completed while it is in progress on the 1, 6000 Road. 


The condition of 1, 1000 Road is terrible. Only one track of the road is in operation while the other track has been encroached upon by the office of the Coast Guard. A boundary wall has been constructed on this road by the said authority, which makes driving here extremely dangerous.


In Zia Colony, Abbas Nagar, Al Noor Society and Labour Square, the sewerage system is not at all up to the mark. These areas are part of UC 6, Gulzar Colony. The residents had to get sewerage lines laid here on a self-help basis, which are not being maintained.


The development work on the main road of UC 6, from Bhittai Colony to Korangi 21/2 number has been completed. Before the completion of the project, traffic jams were the worst in this area. Every day, one or more accidents were a normal practice on this road as only one track of this road was under operation. However, after the completion of the road, the ratio of incidents has largely decreased.


The areas of Lower Landhi such as R-Area, S-Area and 32-B are facing sewerage problems of a different kind. Here, the pumping machines of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) are not being maintained and, thus, they are not working properly.


Furthermore, there is a great need for manpower to remove blockages from Gulzar Colony. Currently, there are only six workers in the area, whereas it needs 10 more. The residents complain that the old workers have either retired or have died. No new people have been recruited so far which is creating sewerage problems.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 07/09/2007)

KWSB medical cover suspended by unpaid stores
KARACHI, Sept 12: Thousands of employees of the financially-starved Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB) are being deprived of medical facilities since all the drug stores on the utility’s panel have not been paid outstanding dues for the past eight months and refuse to supply any further medicines, Dawn has learnt. Reportedly, a number of hospitals on the KWSB panel have also warned the utility that unless bills are cleared immediately, they will have no choice but to suspend the provision of treatment to KWSB employees.


Sources say that the bills have not been cleared because medical expenses have been cut by 20 per cent in the organisation’s current fiscal year budget. They explain that only Rs35 million have been earmarked for the medical expenses for some 8,000 serving and 2,000 retired employees, as compared to Rs50 million allocated in last year’s budget.


However, other inquiries indicate that the payments are being withheld deliberately in connection with negotiations with a little-known insurance firm that may be awarded a contract for providing medical facilities to KWSB employees. Sources told Dawn that if the outstanding figures are cleared, the full sum of money reserved for medical expenses during the current financial year would be consumed and the KWSB will be rendered unable to pay the insurance firm’s premium.


According to KWSB employees contacted by Dawn, more than 25 of the utility’s employees suffer from Hepatitis-B and -C but cannot regularly take the prescribed medication since pharmacies have cut off supplies. Similarly, some 2,000 retired employees, including those suffering chronic ailments, are being denied prescribed medication.

(Dawn-19, 13/09/2007)

4 towns not cooperating with KWSB over hydrant control


KARACHI: After seven years, KWSB is ready to take over control of its nine hydrants from the Pakistan Rangers within the next couple of weeks, Daily Times learnt Sunday. Furthermore, sources in the KWSB disclosed that the town administrations of Keamari, Saddar, Orangi and Korangi are not cooperating.

Sources in the KWSB confirmed that arrangements in all towns have been finalized and new hydrants will be set up and be operational soon. KWSB has installed new pumps and counters for town officials to control their operations. And it has asked town administrations to hire new tanker services through tender notices.


Sources mentioned that, as some towns have been reluctant to release funds, the KWSB came forward and installed the new machinery at its own expense and this will be settled later.


About eight months ago, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal announced that 18 new hydrants would be set up in all 18 towns and would be run under the supervision of the town nazims. These town-based hydrants will replace the existing nine hydrants being operated by the Pakistan Rangers.


Presently, the Pakistan Rangers is operating nine KWSB hydrants located in Muslimabad, Gurumandir, Sakhi Hassan, F.B. Area, NEK near New Subzimandi, Shah Faisal Colony, Jamia Millia, Juma Goth, Water Pump in Gulberg and Cattle Colony. Over 15,000 trips are made by tankers every day to cater to the city.


So far, 10 out of 18 towns have completed their work on the new hydrants. Bin Qasim Town Nazim Jan Alam Jamot told Daily Times on Saturday that he has not taken any steps to establish a new hydrant in his town yet but plans to do so. “Pakistan Rangers and KWSB officials asked us to set up a new hydrant but it is very difficult to manage with a town budget of two million rupees,” he said. 
He also mentioned that there is already a hydrant in Cattle Colony being controlling by the Pakistan Rangers and it should be given to the town administration instead of spending more money. 


Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed said the new hydrant in Mehmoodabad No. 2 is complete and will be operational after instructions from the city nazim. The Muslimabad hydrant will close permanently after the new hydrant becomes operational, he said. 


“The huge number of trips that tankers make to the Muslimabad hydrant causes a lot of inconvenience for area residents – they are moving there 24 hours a day,” he said. Last year, the KWSB issued a survey report and mentioned that there were over 1,000 water tankers supplying water through 2,200 trips to the Muslimabad hydrant.


Gulberg Town Nazim Kamal Malik said that the existing Water Pump hydrant will be used. “The Water Pump hydrant has been operating for the last 40 years. The town administration will take control from the Pakistan Rangers and all the necessary preparations have been made,” he said.


Nazeer Lakhani, town municipal officer of North Nazimabad, said that there is no need to construct a new hydrant in the town because the existing one in Sakhi Hassan is enough to cater the demands of the residents. 


Malik Fayyaz, nazim of Lyari Town, said that the KWSB installed a new hydrant with an estimated cost of Rs 1.1 million at the Bihar Pumping Station about two months ago. “The new hydrant will be operational whenever the supply is enough to cater to the demands of the town through the new tanker services,” he said.


Sources in the KWSB disclosed that the town administrations of Keamari, Saddar, Orangi and Korangi have not set anything up, even after repeated directives from Mustafa Kamal during the last eight months.

However, the additional vice-chairman of the KWSB, Imamuddin Shahzad, said that control of the KWSB’s nine hydrants will be given to the town administrations “soon.” Tameer-e-Karachi Programme Project Manager Misbahuddin Farid has been given the task of accelerating the pace of work on this project. Daily Times tried to contact him but he was unavailable.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/09/2007)

Saving our dams

REPORTS that Mangla and Tarbela dams are silting up should surprise no one. Soil erosion is a natural phenomenon which, at its normal pace, does not spell ruin or disaster. Far from it, in fact, erosion actually benefits downstream agrarian communities by replenishing the top soil in times of floods. The problem arises when the hand of man speeds up what ought to be a slow, gradual process. Just like there is nothing inherently alarming about changing coastlines or climate change, both cyclical processes that have repeated themselves endlessly since the planet came into being, erosion becomes a concern only when the process is accelerated by human activity. What should be a trickle then becomes a torrent, the grain of sand a crashing boulder. The sediment that is depleting the capacity of our biggest dams is certainly cause for concern, for the water they hold in reserve and the power they generate have a huge impact on productivity, both agricultural and industrial. In the case of Mangla, efforts are underway to increase the reservoir’s capacity by raising the height of the structure. Inaugurated by the president on Sept 30, 2002, the ‘Mangla-raising’ project is now in its final stages, though it remains to be seen if the December 2007 deadline set by the prime minister ten months ago will be met by the contractors. When completed, the project will increase Mangla’s capacity by 2.9 million acre feet (MAF) and hopefully provide an additional 644 gigawatt hours of electricity every year.


The fact remains though that acts of desperation such as the raising of Mangla Dam — at a cost, roughly, of Rs62bn — are simply not sustainable. It is not within the realm of engineering or fiscal practicality to keep on increasing the height of old dams. Desilting, meanwhile, is apparently too expensive and intrusive a procedure. The focus then should be on root causes which, in this case, is deforestation. The timber mafia has raped the north of the country in recent decades, with official blessing. Like our morals, the soil is loose and subject to devastation. Landslides and flash floods are also natural phenomena, but their frequency is increasing at an alarming rate. We have upset the natural order of things and it is up to us to right the wrongs inflicted on the rest of creation. Unsustainable logging must be halted and reforestation made a priority. Even a fraction of the money the Punjab government spends on glorifying its CM in television advertisements will do.

(Dawn-7, 20/09/2007)

Water woes

It is a fact that most people in our country are deprived of potable water. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), water provision -- both for consumption and sanitation -- is a basic life line. In its absence, the community is deemed to be in a state of disaster.
Water is vital for life and is one of the basic resources for existence. It is a universal solvent and contains dissolved particles in its natural state. It is also a favourable habitat for majority of living organisms. Water is a unique liquid. It constitutes two-thirds of body cell matter and 90 per cent of all body fluids, including the blood as well as the lymphatic and spinal fluids. It is necessary for all biological processes and also contributes to the regulation of body temperature through perspiration.
Water makes up more than two-thirds of the weight of the human body and without it humans would die in a few days. The human brain is made up of 95 per cent water, blood of 82 per cent water and lungs of 90 per cent water. A mere two per cent drop in our body's water supply can trigger signs of dehydration; fuzzy short-term memory; trouble with basic mathematics; and difficulty focussing on smaller print, especially on a computer screen.
According to United Nations statistics, over one billion people -- one-sixth of the world's population -- lack clean drinking water and 1.7 billion do not have access to adequate sanitation facilities. In Pakistan, it is reported that the annual number of cases of infection because of the lack of clean drinking water is about three million. As many as 40 per cent of these cases of infection prove to be fatal.
Contamination of drinking water is a serious issue in Pakistan, as wastewater from raw sewage, industrial waste and agricultural runoffs may be mishandled and dumped directly into lakes, rivers and streams. Polluted water may contain inorganic chemicals, such as bicarbonates, chloride, calcium, fluoride, iron, iodide, magnesium, nitrate, phosphate, potassium, sodium and sulfate; as well as organic compounds like phenolic substances, carboxylic compounds, pesticides, detergents and pathogens. Polluted water is often turbid with a particularly unpleasant smell, odour and taste. However, water may remain colourless while containing a large number of pathogens.
Abbottabad -- which is a unique city because of its pleasant weather, picturesque sceneries and quality educational institutions -- has no more remained an exception, as most of its drinking water supplies have become contaminated too. Abbottabad district, because of its mountainous topography, has numerous water sources for both rural and urban populations. But on its way from the source to the consumer, water is liable to pollution and contamination with serious implications for the health of people.
It is estimated that if clean drinking water is ensured, 60 per cent of all diseases would disappear. So one can imagine the magnitude of the problem, both in term of health and socio-economic implications.
Different water studies have revealed that most of the population consumes contaminated water. It is being observed that water is usually relatively clean at the source, but becomes contaminated by the time it reaches the point of supply; mineral contents are within the acceptable limits. Intermittent water supply is dangerous because when the water is turned off, contaminants from the surrounding soil enter the pipelines in areas where they may be cracked or broken.
Integrated Development, Empowerment and Advocacy for Livelihood Support (IDEALS), with the support of Abbottabad Fund for sustainable Development (AFSD), after getting microbiological and chemical analysis of 30 different sites from the Pakistan Council for Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) has revealed that 93 per cent of the drinking water is unsatisfactory and unfit for human consumption. Of the 30 samples ,18 were from rural areas and the remaining 12 from urban areas. 94 percent of the rural and 92 per cent of the urban samples were found to be unsatisfactory and thus unfit for human consumption.

In particular, seven water supplies -- Kakul, Dhamtore, Old Tap water Malikpura, Illyasi Mosque, Sheikhul Bandi, Salhad and Cantonment Tube Well in Abbottabad city -- have been categorised as 'very high risk' ones, as they contain the highest quantity of faecal coliforms.
The faecal coliform in these water supplies crosses even the 'very high risk' level of 1,600 per 100 millilitres of water. According to WHO standards, 1,000 faecal coliform per 100 millilitres of water is considered to be of 'very high risk' level. Of the 30 samples, only Retri water supply at Nathiagali and water supply in the Havelian village have been declared as satisfactory, as no faecal coliform is reported in both the schemes.
After laboratory analysis, microbiological and chemical, the results have shown that only two water samples (seven per cent) are satisfactory and the remaining 28 (93 per cent) are unsatisfactory for human consumption. The faecal coliforms in most of the water samples touch and even cross the 'very high risk' level. The result of the Abbottabad tehsil is 95 per cent unsatisfactory and five percent satisfactory; and of the Havelian tehsil, 89 percent unsatisfactory and 11 per cent satisfactory. The overall result of the Abbottabad district reveals that 93 per cent of drinking water is unsatisfactory, while only seven per cent is satisfactory.
Globally, water is considered to be unsafe when the supply is intermittent, as it is all over Pakistan and in most developing countries, and when there is no chlorination. Intermittent water supply is dangerous because when the water is turned off, contaminants from the surrounding soil enter the pipeline in areas where they may be cracked or broken. Chlorination kills the pathogens in the water and makes it safe for drinking. However, chlorination is expensive and, the more so, when millions of gallons of drinking water are wasted on leaking taps, watering lawns and washing driveways.
Water is essential to sustain life and a satisfactory supply must be made available to the consumers. Every effort should be made to achieve a drinking-water quality as high as practical. Those at greatest risk of waterborne diseases are infants and young children, people who are debilitated or living under unsatisfactory conditions, the sick and the elderly. District governments should be advised to adopt stringent measures in water quality control according to WHO guidelines, with regular and periodic sampling of all water sources and reservoirs, especially of those that are used for drinking water. The future generations will greatly benefit from the action taken on the basis of the outcome of the study.
The report suggests both short- and long-term measures, which include awareness campaign, chlorination, solar water distillation, regular laboratory testing, and introduction of a water and sanitation office to look after the related affairs. The suggested long-term measures include a comprehensive master plan for water supply and sanitation , rapid sand filter plants and sanitation system for mega urban localities.

(By Syed Kosar Naqvi, The News-Policy III, 23/09/2007)

Water access

FAKIHA Javed has pointed out (letter, Sept 21) that Pakistan’s per capita water access dropped from 5,600 cubic metres in 1947 to mere 1,200 by 2005. The source of these figures is not given but in 2005 the World Bank painted a much more alarming picture. An extract from Dawn of Sept 20, 2005 reads:

“Mr. John Briscoe, a senior adviser to the World Bank, warned the government of Pakistan that . . . . . the survival of a modern and growing Pakistan is threatened by (lack of) water. Pakistan has to invest and invest soon in costly and contentious new large dams.


“Pakistan has very little water storage capacity. The United States and Australia have over 5,000 cubic metres of storage capacity per inhabitant and China has 2,200 cubic metres, while Pakistan has only 150 cubic metres of storage capacity per capita.


”Pakistan can barely store 30 days of water in the Indus basin. If something wrong happens with the Indus basin, Pakistan has no alternative to feed its agriculture. There is no latitude for error . . . . .”

As to why General Musharraf has taken no action so far, perhaps, he knows something we don’t and believes bad things will somehow not happen ---- at least, as long as he is there.


MADIHA GHAZALI, University of Toronto, Canada.

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 25/09/2007)

Keamari Town residents protest against water shortage

Hundreds of vehicles carrying the staff of KANUPP, Hubco Power Plant and the naval bases remained stuck on the Hawkes Bay road at Mauripur as locals blocked the road protesting against the persisting water shortage on Monday morning.


They blocked the roads leading to these major government-run institutions from 6.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. Enraged protestors, both male and female, burnt tyres on the roads linking KANUPP, Hubco Power Plant, PNS Nathiagalli near Paradise point, PNS Hamalia at Manora camp, the nearby warehouses, factories and beaches.


Some furious youth also threw waste and garbage in Union Council (UC) 8. However, the protestors ended the blockade when they were assured that they would receive a proper water supply.


In this regard, a committee, headed by UC Gabopat Mubarak Sanghu, was formed to negotiate with the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) officials and the Keamari town administration to resolve the matter permanently. “We also invited the Town Nazim Humayun Khan to come and see how angry the people were but he did not pay heed to our efforts,” Bilal Baloch, an area activist, told The News. 


The road blockage also hit a large number of government, semi-government and corporate employees, and women working in garment factories near Site and Sher Shah. They were seen at the roadside anxiously waiting for their respective transport. According to reports, a majority of the employees went back home as they could not get to work. 

“These people are innocent because they are thirsty. We cannot blame them as they came out to protest for their rights. It was a wake-up call for the authority as we (employees) could not reach our offices,” an official of KANUPP said in response to the protest.


No government official or representative of Keamari town came to console the demonstrators. A councillor of Mauripur UC was assigned the task to negotiate with the community people to open roads but failed as the community’s only demand was the provision of water. They have been deprived of drinking water for so long.


The road from Mauripur to the truck stand remained blocked for about three kilometres affecting a large number of people returning from their night duties as they had to walk from the truck stand.


Ever since the Gul Bhai Water Pumping Station has been opened for private hydrants supplying water to city areas, the residents of Keamari Town, especially Mauripur, Budhni Village, Hawkes Bay villages are facing an acute shortage of water.

(The News-20, 25/09/2007)

180 mgd water being wasted daily in Karachi

Despite availability of drinking water from the Hub Dam and the Indus, line losses of water have mounted to 30 per cent (around 180 million gallons daily) in Karachi.

Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) informed the PPI that large-scale development projects had been initiated to replace old water mains with new ones, but proper supply of drinking water in all parts of the city still remained a distant dream due to line losses of water at union councils. 


Karachi has a population of some 16 million and nearly half lives in Katchi Abadis, facing serious problems regarding water supply, sewage systems, storm drainage, and electricity supply.


Sources said that with the completion of the K-III water scheme, supply of water to Karachi from Indus had exceeded 550 MGD, besides an additional 100MGD coming from the Hub Dam, making a total of 650MGD, which meant that 35-40 gallons of water per day were available for every resident. They regretted that despite this many citizens did not enjoy the facility of water supply due to mismanagement and losses resulting from old and broken pipelines. 


Experts say it is the duty of the City District Government (CDGK) and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to clamp on the theft and losses, and ensure equitable distribution of water in the city. 

Sources said that from 450MGD of sewage, only approximately 100MGD were treated in three operating sewage treatment plants and hence 350MGD of untreated effluent flows into the Arabian Sea and creeks around Karachi. Sources said that this water could be easily used for non-drinking purposes if treated properly.


“At present, most drainage and sewage systems are combined, which has made it difficult to treat the surface water,” the sources said adding that unplanned urbanisation and haphazard construction, as well as, closure of natural Nullahs and drains with illegal buildings have made matters worse. 


Citizens of the water-deficient areas in Baldia, Orangi, SITE, Lyari, Keamari, Landhi, Korangi and other areas have repeatedly said that lack of accountability and transparency were the reason the behind the flourishing water tanker Mafia and illegal water connections.

(The News-14, 27/09/2007)

OCTOBER

KWSB depts wrangle over persisting water scarcity

KARACHI, Sept 30: Two major departments of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) continued to trade allegations against each other amid persisting water shortage in many towns of the metropolis. 


There has been an acute shortage of water for more than a week Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s blocks 14, 17, Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s blocks 2, 10, 10-A, Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, parts of Scheme-33, B-1 Area of Sindhi Hotel, Liaquatabad, Korangi No.2 (T Area), parts of Qasba, Baldia and Orangi, Gulshan-i-Faisal (Bath Island), Clifton’s blocks 2, 4 and 5, North Nazimabad’s blocks J and P (Hussain D’Silva Town), Pak Colony and Site’s residential and industrial areas, besides cooperative housing societies located in the affected towns.


The KWSB’s distribution department has claimed that the shortage is the result of a short supply from the bulk supply department, and maintained that it could do nothing to overcome the shortage in a situation where water was already in short supply from the source.


The engineering staff of the concerned zones said the distribution department was not getting the same quantum as was being made available to it before Ramazan and the current shortage was the ultimate result of an increase in demand during the fasting month.

The engineers claimed that the per day supply they were receiving from the bulk supply department was far less than the approved quota meant for the localities falling in their zones.


Refuting the allegation, the bulk transmission and distribution (BTD) department said that there had been no cuts in the approved quota of any of the five zones. 


The officials concerned in the department claimed that the shortage currently being faced by people in these zones was a result of the flawed distribution network. They said the engineers of the distribution department should rectify the faults responsible for the leakage, pilferage or some other problem to ensure an adequate supply to all zones.

“In fact, the zonal engineering staff was simply shifting the blame on the BTD instead of taking appropriate measures to improve the distribution system,” a BTD official said.


Contaminated water 

About 1,000 households in Korangi No.2, Sector 48-B, have been receiving contaminated water for the last three years, residents of the affected locality complained on Sunday. 

They said that diarrhoea and other waterborne diseases were on the rise in these localities. The contaminated water has already polluted the underground tanks of these households, they added. They appealed to the authorities concerned to rectify the fault responsible for the problem so that they could stop buying expensive water for daily consumption.

(Dawn-14, 01/10/2007)

Water and sewage networks in industrial zones
CDGK has 8mths to finish Rs 2.5b projects


[image: image1.jpg]


KARACHI: The city government’s rehabilitation and improvement plan for all four industrial zones of the city needs to be completed in seven to eight months. 


The pace of work in these industrial zones has slowed down due to the insufficient supply of GRP pipes from Dubai, the shifting of underground utility services and the delay of payments to the contractors, Daily Times learnt Tuesday.


Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) said that the rehabilitation and improvement of water and sewerage networks in Landhi, Korangi, North Karachi and F.B. Area industrial zones was aimed at improving their overall conditions. These zones have more than 5,000 industrial units and their old systems need to be replaced. The new network will enhance water supply to these industries and also discharge industrial waste into disposal points through a proper network.

“City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, after taking charge, had announced that all industrial zones would be revamped. He included these projects in the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme with the provincial and federal government’s financial assistance,” he said.


The industrial zones produce more than 60 percent of the national exchequer and their deteriorating condition is being noticed by foreign visitors, sources said. These zones lacked proper water and sewerage networks and this was also affecting their overall production capacity. 
“All zones were inundated for a couple of weeks during monsoon rains in the last two years. The conditions of roads and streets also deteriorated in the absence of a proper discharge system,” he said.


Kamal had also announced that GRP (glass-fibre reinforced plastic) pipes would be imported from Dubai to replace the old pipes. These new pipes are corrosion-resistant and much better than the locally manufactured pre-stressed pipes. 


Projects worth Rs 2.5 billion were initiated in the zones for this purpose during the last two years and were meant to be completed within seven to eight months. The projects include laying water and sewerage pipelines, conduits, drains and linking all networks with the main drains for a smooth flow of water regularly. None of the projects for these industrial zones has been completed although the current regime of the city government has finished two years of its tenure.


“The massive and haphazardly installed underground utility services like KESC, SSGC, PTCL and others hamper the smooth flow of traffic and their relocation also takes extra long,” he said.


Council of Industries of Karachi Chairman and prominent industrialist, Haseeb-ur-Rahman, has refuted the claims about delay in the projects and said it was just a part of the work. “Due to the massive relocation of underground utility services, removal of encroachments and others the duration of these projects which was being extended, not delayed,” he said.


Tameer-e-Karachi Programme Project Manager Misbahuddin Farid was repeatedly contacted but he was unavailable. 

The city government has also started various other schemes for the improvement of roads, footpaths, link roads, streetlights and beautification works in these industrial zones for which the city government has allocated a huge sum of Rs 4.5 billion.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 04/10/2007)

Rangers still control nine KWSB hydrants
KARACHI, Oct 4: The process of the transfer of nine Rangers-controlled hydrants to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has not yet been completed although two earlier deadlines have already passed.


The KWSB had fixed June 18 and then July 1 for the takeover of the hydrants as part of its plan to make every hydrant a town-specific facility. Under the plan, every town had to be given control of the hydrants falling in its jurisdiction.
However, the KWSB failed to take control of these hydrants partly because of the inordinate delay in setting up of hydrants/filling points for certain towns and partly due to the Rangers’ reservations over the deployment of water tankers to block some sections of Sharea Faisal on May 12. The deployment was reportedly carried out under the instructions of the KWSB administration to help the city government maintain law and order following the arrival of Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry in the city that day.


Rangers’ services

All the nine hydrants, originally belonging to the KWSB, had been given under the control of the Rangers in 1999 to overcome the water crisis prevailing in the city. The crisis was created by years of low rainfall in Sindh. The Hub dam, supplying 100 million gallons a day to the city, had also gone dry.After operating the lucrative business for almost seven years, the Rangers agreed to hand over the hydrants to the KWSB. Shortly afterwards, the Rangers had asked the KWSB to complete the process of transfer by December 2006 or January 2007. However, the KWSB could not take over the facilities for certain reasons. The following two deadlines of June 18 and July 1, though fixed through mutual understanding, also passed without any headway in the process. It was reported that the administrations of some towns intended to make arrangements to install their own hydrants but could not accomplish the task. The situation has still remained unchanged.


Sources in the KWSB told Dawn that the city government was now reluctant to take a firm decision vis-à-vis the hydrants’ take-over from the Rangers. They attributed the delay in the completion of the process to the city government’s indecision.


However, a spokesman for the Rangers, Major Asad, told Dawn that the Rangers were ready to hand over the hydrants but the KWSB appeared not in a position to operate them. “The installations were supposed to be transferred by July 1 but the KWSB officials informed us that they could not take over them as the required infrastructure was not yet ready. They had asked for another 15 days for the transfer,” he said.

“Perhaps they are still not in a position to take over the hydrants,” he said.


CDGK’s aim 

The city government’s plan to get the hydrants transferred from Rangers to the KWSB was aimed at ensuring availability of at least one hydrant to each town. The sources said the plan also provided a system to ensure a reduction in the number of tankers shuttling from one locality to the other to supply water to households. The city government wanted to restrict the movement of the tankers to the town it belonged to. For the purpose, it was to allot specific colours to the water tankers so that they could be identified in case of a violation of the jurisdiction.

At present, there are more than 20,000 tankers involved in the transportation of water and there is no restriction on their movement between towns.


Extensive damage to roads and accidents are often attributed to the condition and speed of these tankers during the operation.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-19, 05/10/2007)

Keamari residents rally for water

Residents of Budhni Goth, Keamari Town, staged a protest rally outside the Karachi Press Club (KPC) on Monday and condemned what they called ill-treatment by the government authorities.

They said the village, having a population of 20,000, has been deprived of basic facilities, including water and electricity by the authorities for a long time now. There are no proper electricity poles in the village and several people have taken illegal connections without meters.


Faqeer Mohammed, Ali Bhand, Abdul Khaliq Roonjho and Hashim Lotari led the protest demonstration. ìWe have been demanding the provision of electricity meters to the houses since 1990 but the authorities did not pay heed over the demands,î Faqeer Mohammed, a local activist said.


Now the scheme reached Rs15 million and nobody is ready to support the village people in this regard. About shortage of water, the protestors said the village has a one-inch pipeline, which has not received not a single drop of water for the last so many years.


Earlier, the villagers used to receive water for 30 minutes through government-laid water supply line, but the same line has been blocked for long and the authorities may know the causes of this ignorance, it was said.

They said the community with the consensus of Union Council Mauripur Nazim started tankers to supply water to the families at Rs180 per single tanker. But they said the same was unable to supply water to the entire community people properly and they had to wait two-three months for their turn.


The villagers said that, earlier, the Public Health Engineering Department officials, after visiting the area recommended to the authorities the laying of a six-inch water supply line to the village in 1988. According to protestors at that time the population of the village was not more than 5,000. Now the population has crossed 20,000 people and the water supply system is insufficient.


A large number of people purchase water through private water tankers at Rs600 per single tanker. They said even during the month of Ramazan neither union council Nazim nor the community body paid heed to the main issue of the people.

They said all the neighbouring colonies, including Mauripur, Naval Colony, Javed Bahria, Masroor Colony and other areas receive water through six-inch lines. They have demanded of the authorities to address their grievances immediately.

They said some families have to spend Rs1,200 per month for buying water to quench their thirst. They warned that they would bring their children and women for protest if the authorities failed to provide water and regularise electricity for the village.

(The News-19, 09/10/2007)

Malir continues to get scant water supply
KARACHI, Oct 21: Due to water shortage in parts of Malir, people are forced to consume subsoil water procured from illegal hydrants at exorbitant rates.


The business of water tankers is thriving in the locality owing to a persisting water shortage. The worst affected areas included Dakhana, Khokhrapar No 1, Saudia Colony Sectors 8-A, 8-B and 9, Alimabad, Model Colony, Pak Kausar Town, parts of Kausar Town and Indus Mehran. The KWSB water boosting station staff at Saudabad has attributed the water shortage to the reduced supply from Pipri.While the KWSB is yet to increase water quota for Malir from Pipri and Dumlotte, people mostly from the tail-end areas continue to suffer.


Despite making regular payments of water bills to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), people of these areas are not supplied water and left at the mercy of the illegal hydrants located at Malir Halt and Quaidabad.In some of these areas water lines have been laid but the authorities concerned have utterly failed to ensure supply of water through these lines. Keeping in view the prevailing situation, people in some areas have started showing reluctance in making payments to the KWSB. An area resident said that purchasing water from hydrants had proved to be an additional burden especially on daily-wagers.


Residents of Saudia Colony said they had either been purchasing water from carts or tankers, which sometimes provided turbid water that caused various kinds of diseases as well.The tankers carrying subsoil water charge Rs200 to Rs500 per trip while carts charge Rs5 to Rs10 per container.According to area people, the only water filter plant located at Saudabad boosting station is also not up to the mark as the water filter company responsible for its maintenance is not properly carrying out its duties. They claimed that sediments of sand, fungi and algae posed a risk to the lives of the people.They said owing to the use of subsoil water, a large number of people had been suffering from various skin ailments and doctors had advised them not to consume subsoil water.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-15, 22/10/2007)

Norwegians may invest in 100mgd desalination plant

KARACHI: Norwegian water-treatment company Aqua CDW has expressed interest in setting up a 100-million-gallons-a-day desalination plant in Karachi with an estimated investment of US$500 million. 

The plant is expected to bring the latest water-treatment technology to Karachi and have an extended capacity of 200mgd. The plant will be installed on a 100-acre piece of land on Karachi’s coast.


The 100mgd project is scheduled to go online in 16 months while the 200mgd plant is expected to be finished in 32 months. The company is expected to submit a complete plan in three weeks. 


A delegation of senior officers from Dubai and Norway met with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Tuesday to brief him about the company’s desalination operations around the world.

Kamal said the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board, currently the city’s only water supply authority, will provide all possible support to the interested investors, asking company and KWSB officials to begin a combined study to find a suitable location for the facility.  He also touched on a government plan to treat sewage before it falls into sea. The project is expected to cost of Rs 8 billion and the project will be initiated before the end of the current fiscal year to help control pollution and desalinate seawater. 


A growing population has strained Karachi’s water resources and it is time to make seawater usable, the city nazim said, adding that investment in this sector will help solve Karachi’s water problems for the next fifty years. 

Aqua CDW has offices in Norway, Holland, UAE, India, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Bahrain.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/10/2007)

KWSB starts cutting off defaulters


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has started disabling the water connections of different federal government departments that have failed to pay outstanding dues totaling Rs 5.5 billion. The KWSB has warned that supplies to residential areas will also be disconnected if the bills are not paid.

This operation started right after KESC disconnected the electricity supply to certain KWSB offices because of outstanding bills amounting to Rs 3.8 billion.


KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif, while talking to Daily Times, confirmed that this operation has been initiated but refused to say how many government offices have been cut off.

In a recent statement, he said that various federal government departments have outstanding dues amounting to Rs 5.5 billion and are not paying up despite directives issued from the federal government.

“These departments have been using water through the KWSB for years but are not paying their dues. Even though the executives of these departments had agreed to pay their bills in a meeting held July this year,” he said.

In a statement issued Saturday, the KWSB spokesman said that the operation will continue until the dues are paid. 


In the first phase of the campaign, only the water supply connections have been disconnected, but, in case of further failure to pay, the sewerage connections will be disconnected as well. Water supply connections to residential projects and individual defaulters will also be disconnected in case of failure to settle KWSB dues.


The statement urged people to settle their water bills without delay to avoid any inconvenience resulting from a disconnected water supply. 


Imamuddin Shahzad, the KWSB’s vice-chairman, said that the operation will continue. To a question, he said KESC has yet to restore electricity to the KWSB’s head office but it will be resolved within the next couple of days.


Sources in the KWSB said that the ministries of food, agriculture and livestock, ports and shipping, defence, science and technology, atomic energy, petroleum and natural resources, commerce, industries, production and special initiatives, and the ministry of finance and revenue have outstanding dues.


Who owes what:

Rs 74m: Clifton Cantonment Board (CBC)

Rs 26m: Export Processing Zone (EPZ)

Rs 17m: Karsaz Garrison Engineers

Rs 14m: Faisal Base Garrison Engineers

Rs 9.86m: Malir Cantonment Board

Rs 9.22m: Pakistan International Airlines

Rs 1.92m: Korangi Cantonment Board

Rs 3m: Cement factory

Rs 1.3m: Private mill

Rs 3m: Private mill

Rs 1.8m: Private factory

Rs 251,000: Private firm

Rs 9.514m: PNS Mehran

Rs 10.31m: Karachi Ship Yard 

Rs 10.14m: Pakistan Air Force Base Masroor 

source: kwsb handout issued 

(DailyTimes-B1, 28/10/2007)

KWSB cuts supply to 200 bulk consumers
KARACHI, Oct 28: Bulk water consumers, including the Defence Housing Authority, Clifton, Malir and Korangi cantonment boards, cried out in agony as the KWSB disconnected the supply to around 200 key organisations and major installations on Saturday and Sunday. They alleged that the KWSB severed their connections without prior notices.


However, a spokesman for the KWSB claimed that the move was aimed at recovering its water dues from its bulk consumers, which had soared to over Rs5 billion and before resorting to the action the water utility had issued the defaulters notices, asking them to clear their outstanding dues by Oct 27. But, he insisted, they failed to do so within the stipulated period.


“Even the prime minister’s adviser on finance, Salman Shah, who had convened a meeting of all stakeholders of the KWSB, including the defaulting federal ministries, a couple of months ago in Islamabad, had asked the defaulting organisations to clear the KWSB’s dues. But none of them has, so far, paid any heed to the adviser’s directive,” the spokesman added.


According to the KWSB, its defaulting consumers include various local offices of different federal ministries such as science and technology, ports and shipping, food and agriculture, finance, atomic energy, petroleum, natural resources, commerce and industries, etc.

The KWSB on Sunday disconnected the water connections of major industrial and commercial organisations including Pakistan Steel, Pakistan Railways, the National Stadium and a number of hotels, textile and flour mills.


According to the KWSB, a huge amount of Rs1.2 billion is outstanding against Pakistan Steel and Rs160 million against Pakistan Railways under the head of water and conservancy charges.


The other organisations whose water connections were disconnected on Sunday include Khawaja Autos Landhi (Rs1.8 million outstanding), Premier Extraction (Rs2.8m), Gul Enterprises (Rs0.24m), Jadoon Cold Storage (Rs0.11m), Commodities Textile (Rs0.54m), Saqib Industries (Rs7.5m), Opel Laboratories (Rs0.3m), Hyderi Flour Mills Korangi (Rs0.44m), RCD Ball-bearings (Rs1.1m), Johnson and Johnson Korangi (Rs1.41m), Alcop (Rs0.6m), Yusuf Textile (Rs5.1m), Ibrahim Hyderi (Rs3.2m), Mohammed Aslam Poultry (Rs1.33m), KN Academy (Rs1.1m), Ms Riffat Saleh Dumloti (Rs0.44m), Shaikh Arshad Javed (Rs0.7m), Khalid Mahmood Dumloti (Rs0.8m), Abdul Rasheed (Rs0.62m), National Stadium (Rs10.5m), Hotel Avari Towers (Rs0.63 million), Hotel Mehran (Rs0.2m), International Frozen (Rs1.7m), Hotel Faran (Rs0.2m), Lateefi Cooperative (Rs4m), Capital Cooperative (Rs0.2m), Gulshan-i-Noor (Rs0.24m), National Cement Industries (Rs0.13m), KDA Cooperative Housing Society (Rs57m), SNH Industries (Rs1m), Mercury Garments (Rs2.4m), Panafic Industries (Rs1.4m), Karachi Feeds (Rs1.2m), Mohammed Omer Qureshi and Brothers (Rs7.3m), Al-Habib Restaurant (Rs0.8m) and Ottawa Cooperative Society (Rs0.9m).

In addition to the above organisations, the KWSB also disconnected the water connections of various other big and small commercial and industrial organisations.


The KWSB on Saturday had disconnected the water connections of Clifton Cantonment Board, Defence Housing Authority, Garrison Engineers Maintenance Karsaz, AEG Navy South, Garrison Engineers Air Faisal Base, Malir Cantonment Board, GEA Masroor Base, GEA Korangi Base, Korangi Cantonment Board, Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works, Dockyard and a number of textile and flour mills.


Reiterating that the drive against the KWSB defaulters would continue till they cleared their outstanding dues, a spokesman for the water utility warned that if the defaulters failed to clear their water and conservancy dues as early as possible, the KWSB would have no choice but to block their sewerage system as well.


KESC’s move

At a time when the KWSB is busy in disconnecting water connections of its major bulk consumers, its Karsaz offices as well as head office, situated behind the Civic Centre, remained without electricity for the fourth consecutive day on Sunday.


The KESC had disconnected the power supply of the KWSB main offices after the water utility failed to clear the electricity charges amounting to around Rs3 billion.


The KWSB officials said that the working of the utility has been badly affected owing to the non-availability of electricity at its head office and other main offices on Karsaz.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 29/10/2007)

Water, sanitation services

WB to help conduct survey of nine towns
KARACHI, Oct 28: A survey for the evaluation of the available water and sanitation services in nine out of the 18 towns of the city will soon be carried out for which the World Bank’s water and sanitation programme will be extending financial assistance.


This was announced at a media briefing organised by Panos, a UK-based NGO. According to details, the study will be conducted by a local organisation, Nielson, and the technical assistance will be provided by an Indian firm, Public Affairs Centre (PAC), a pioneer in such surveys called the Citizens’ Report Card (CRC). The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) will also be assisting in the project.


A sample of 500 service users will be scientifically drawn from each of the nine towns, which include Malir, Bin Qasim, Gulshan, Orangi, Keamari, Saddar, Gulberg, Nazimabad and Site. The survey is likely to start by mid November and the final report will be made public in Feb 2008.


The Bangalore-based PAC chief, Dr Gopakumar Thampi, giving a brief regarding the survey said that it was a simple but powerful tool to provide public agencies with a systematic feedback from the users of public services enabling these organisations to identify their strengths and weaknesses.

He said that the CRCs acted as diagnostic tools and could reveal areas where the organisation had not fulfilled its obligations and the findings could be translated into rights-based advocacy statements.


Dr Thampi was of the view that the CRCs if conducted periodically could also reveal the hidden costs in the forms of bribes and kickbacks etc, which the service users had to pay to avail themselves of these services.


The PAC chief said that in some of the cities where the CRCs were conducted on a regular basis, people had become more aware about the quality of such services. Sharing his Bangalore experience where survey was conducted for six agencies — power, water, telecom, government hospitals, urban authorities, transport — the visiting Indian expert said that initially the utility agencies did not pay any heed to these surveys but gradually they started take note of the CRC’s findings.


Besides many Indian cities, the CRC exercise has been carried out in many countries including Ukraine, Philippines, Zanjibar, Ethiopia, Tajikistan, Kenya and Sri Lanka etc.

He said these surveys basically increased the competition among various utilities. Since there was only one agency in the case of Karachi, the competition could be held among the various towns, he added.


Sahar Ali of Panos and Farhan Anwer of the WB’s water and sanitation programme also spoke.

(Dawn-15, 29/10/2007)

KWSB drive against defaulters continues on second day

The campaign of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) against its defaulters continued on the second day on Sunday. During the campaign the KWSB disconnected water supply connections to a number of defaulters of water bills. 


These included Pakistan Steel (Rs 1.42 billion), Pakistan Railway (Rs 160 million), Khawaja Autos Landhi (Rs 1.771 million, Premier Extraction (Rs 2.750 million), Gul Enterprises (Rs 0.237 million), Jadoon Cold Storage (Rs 0.114 million), Commodities Textile (Rs 0.541 million), Saqib Industries (Rs 7.50 million), Opel Laboratories (Rs 0.3 million), Hyderi Flour Mills Korangi (Rs 0.443 million), RCD Vall Bearings (Rs 1.080 million), Johnson and Johnson Korangi (Rs 1.412 milLion), Alcop 9 Rs0.6 million), Yusuf Textile (Rs5.1 million), Ibrahim Hyderi (Rs 3.2 million), Mohammed Aslam Poultry (Rs 1.326 million), K.N. Academy (Rs 1.095 million), Ms Riffat Saleh Dumloti (Rs 0.443 million), Shaikh Arshad Javed (Rs 0.686 million), Khalid Mahmood Dumloti (Rs 0.750 miillion), Abdul Rasheed (Rs0.615 million), National Stadium (Rs10.50 million), Hotel Avari (Rs0.633 million), Hotel Mehran (Rs0.150 million), International Frozen (Rs 1.645 million), Hotel Faran (Rs 0.150 million), Lateefi Cooperative (Rs 4 million), Capital Cooperative (Rs 0.20 million), Gulshan-e-Noor (Rs 0.236 million), National Cement Industries (Rs 0.131 million), KDA Cooperative Housing Society (Rs 57 million), S.N.H. Industries (Rs 10 million), Mercury Garment (Rs 2.4 million), Panafic Industries (Rs 1.395 million), Karachi Feeds (Rs 1.170 million), Mohammed Omer Qureshi and Brothers (Rs 7.292 million), Al-Habib Restaurant (Rs 0.772 million), Otawa Cooperative Society (Rs 0.9 million). Besides, KWSB severed about 200 other small and big water connections.

(The News-13, 29/10/2007)

KWSB report card by Feb with foreign help


KARACHI: Karachi’s first citizen report card (CRC) on the KWSB is going to be publicized in February. The CRC is similar to a school student’s report card, but instead the citizens grade the performance of a service provider, in this case the KWSB.


A questionnaire is being prepared and it will be finalized soon after which the survey will start simultaneously in nine towns around mid-November.


This project is part of KWSB’s technical reform programme and is being organized by Panos, Pakistan in collaboration with the Water and Sanitation Programme of South Asia. Technical assistance is going to be provided by the Public Affairs Centre (PAC), Bangalore, India.


Daily Times spoke to Dr Gopakumar Thampi, executive director of PAC, on Sunday about CRCs to find out what their significance was to the citizens of Karachi. Thampi had given a detailed presentation on CRCs at a local hotel on Saturday and highlighted its importance, the methodology used and the targets that can be achieved through CRCs.

“A CRC is an effective diagnostic tool for service providers. It will allow them to prioritize areas that need reform, and also provide opportunities to communities to demand for more access, responsiveness and accountability from them,” he said. 

“In Karachi, the KWSB had approached PAC to conduct the extensive survey that results in the CRC. It will provide data that shows what the people think about the KWSB’s service,” he said.


The survey will be conducted in nine towns during the first phase using around 4,500 households (500 houses in each town), and it will start around mid-November.


Dr Thampi maintained that CRCs can also be utilized to change the behaviour of civil society and create awareness among the masses towards civic issues. “We have done this in India and other parts of the world. The issues that were targeted, such as public attitude towards civic service providers, were resolved. Furthermore, a watchdog process was also maintained,” he said.


To a question, he said that the CRC is not a political document. It’s a document that will show the service providers how their consumers rate their performance. “From past experience, the CRC can be utilized by service providers to get rid of the hurdles being faced by consumers, and improve the quality of their service,” he said.

He also mentioned that in Bangalore, they had unearthed many scams of corruption, mismanagement and police misbehaviour through CRCs, which were later bettered after the report was publicized.


On PAC’s background, PAC is a non-profit, non-governmental organization committed to improving the quality of civic amenities that are provided by government departments. PAC is mainly a research organization and provides advice and support for citizen action.


Dr Gopakumar Thampi has a doctorate in economics from the University of Kerala, India and is optimistic that CRCs can bring positive changes and improve awareness among citizens.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 29/10/2007)

Another major sewer caves in
KARACHI, Oct 29: A few days after collapse of a 72-inch-dia pipeline near the PIDC House, a 54-inch-dia sewerage line caved in the same vicinity, near Metropole Hotel, on Sunday, creating a wide crater and causing hindrance in the flow of vehicular traffic on all the roads leading to the city’s prime thoroughfare, Sharea Faisal.


The 72-inch-dia sewer had sunk on Wednesday creating a similar situation on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, causing traffic mess on many roads in the area and inundating several of them, including different sections of M. A. Jinnah Road, Shahrah-i-Iraq, Shahrah-i-Liaquat and Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, besides Aiwan-i-Sadr Road where the Governor’s House is located. Sewage had also flooded the arteries leading to the CM’s Houses.


An official of the KWSB said that the 72-inch-dia sewerage line had been repaired on Sunday. About the fresh incident, he said work on the repair of the 54-inch-dia sewer had been started, adding that it would be completed within 24 hours.

Asked about the reasons for the collapse of the major sewerage lines in a quick succession, the KWSB zonal chief engineer, Najam-e-Alam Siddiqui, said that as a matter of fact both the sewers had already out-lived their life. He pointed out that the lines had been laid some 50 years back and their replacement with a new one had become due.


Contrary to the claims by KWSB officials about the restoration of the 72-inch-dia line, residents of the old city, the most-affected area, complained of manholes still oozing sewage and flooding different localities.


Residents of Ramswami, Kharadar and Mithadar made calls to the newspaper office to complain that the stagnant filthy water had been drained out from major roads but remained unattended in the link roads and streets.

They said that unhygienic conditions and stinking atmosphere still prevailed in their neighbourhoods.


Owing to the stagnant water, flow of traffic on various roads had been affected and traffic jams were occurring, they said, adding that neither the KWSB staff nor the traffic police personnel had been paying attention to the dual problem.

They appealed to the authorities concerned to take urgent measures for the removal of filthy water and mud from the streets to restore a hygienic atmosphere and prevent a possible outbreak of mosquito-borne diseases.

(Dawn-18, 30/10/2007)

NOVEMBER

Council urged to help KWSB recover dues
KARACHI, Nov 1: Amid criticism from both the treasury and opposition benches, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board chief requested the City Council members and town nazims on Thursday to help the KWSB in the recovery of its dues and elimination of illegal water connections.


Ghulam Arif, the KWSB managing director, attended the city council session presided over by its convener and city naib nazim Nasreen Jalil. He also briefed the members on the problems and performance of his department.


Opposition members also criticised the performance of the fire brigade department and questioned the absence of officials of the bomb disposal squad.

They strongly criticised the performance of the water utility, and some of them alleged that KWSB officials were involved in illegal sale of water. They also expressed reservation over the ongoing mega-projects relating to water and sewerage.


Some treasury members belonging to the Haq Parast panel also expressed their reservation over the distribution of water from the K-III. They highlighted sewerage and infrastructure problems being faced by people in their towns. Council member Dilawar Shah informed the KWSB managing director that two of his subordinates were involved in selling Keamari Town’s water to private ships and companies. Hearing it, the MD announced that he would initiate an inquiry against the two officials and asked Mr Shah to cooperate with him during the investigation in the matter.


Council members sought from the MD the details of the ongoing projects, and highlighted water and sewerage problems in Lyari, Orangi, Site, Baldia and Saddar towns. The MD invited them to his office for case to case information. Mr Arif told the house that additional water would be given to Clifton, Orangi, Baldia and Lyari towns through the K-III project by the end of this month.


He said people living in Lyari and Keamari towns did not lodge proper complaints and only made hue and cry over water shortages. He went on to say that some 15,000 complaints had been received at the centralised complaint centre. Of them, 13,000 had been addressed. “Only 302 complaints were from Keamari and Lyari towns and 255 of the total complaints have been addressed.”


The MD expressed his inability to supply water through tankers due to the non-availability of tankers.

He said that some 300 pumping stations were affected whenever power breakdowns occurred and his department was short of funds to install generators on each pumping station.


Ghulam Arif said all the UCs would be given their due share in the collection of water charges. He asked the union councils to purchase and install generators with their own funds to help the utility in solving the water and sanitation problems created by power breakdowns. He said all the UCs were being given 25 per cent of the KWSB’s revenue generated through collection of water bills in their respective jurisdiction and the UCs could afford to install generators.

He requested the town and UC nazims to help the water board in the recovery of water bills and removal of unauthorised water connections. He also urged the members to conceive water and sewerage-related projects in a transparent manner.


Mr Arif informed the house that the water utility would soon install metres in each town to assess the actual water supply. He said 640mgd water was being supplied to Karachi, which was sufficient for the city’s needs.

He said the city government was spending Rs17.5 billion on water and sewerage projects.

He denied water and sewerage board’s involvement in digging under flyovers as was shown in newspapers and assured the council that his department would not do such dangerous acts.


Sunday fires

Both treasury and opposition members of the city council expressed serious concern over the rising incidents of fire in the city and asked the fire brigade department to adopt preventive measures.


Opposition member Zarina Qadir Baloch asked that why all major fire incidents occurred on Sundays. She was referring to a recent fire incident in the Radio Pakistan building and two earlier incidents in which fires erupted in the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation building. She said this aspect must be investigated.

Treasury member Sarwat Arif said that the city government had outdated equipment for fire fighting. Another treasury member, Shabana Shahbaz, urged the city government to investigate the Radio Pakistan fire and take measures to prevent occurrence of such incidents in future.

A member from Gadap Town said that there was no fire station in his town and there was a dire need to establish the facility to counter possible fire incidents.


Opposition members also expressed concern over the rumours regarding plans to sell the Radio Pakistan building after the fire incident.


Another opposition member, Imran Baghpati, said the failure of the Karachi Building Control Authority in effectively implementing the building laws was the main reason behind such incidents. He said many influentials would be unmasked if the KBCA tried to implement its bylaws.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 02/11/2007)

Council urged to help KWSB recover dues
KARACHI, Nov 1: Amid criticism from both the treasury and opposition benches, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board chief requested the City Council members and town nazims on Thursday to help the KWSB in the recovery of its dues and elimination of illegal water connections.


Ghulam Arif, the KWSB managing director, attended the city council session presided over by its convener and city naib nazim Nasreen Jalil. He also briefed the members on the problems and performance of his department.


Opposition members also criticised the performance of the fire brigade department and questioned the absence of officials of the bomb disposal squad.

They strongly criticised the performance of the water utility, and some of them alleged that KWSB officials were involved in illegal sale of water. They also expressed reservation over the ongoing mega-projects relating to water and sewerage.


Some treasury members belonging to the Haq Parast panel also expressed their reservation over the distribution of water from the K-III. They highlighted sewerage and infrastructure problems being faced by people in their towns. Council member Dilawar Shah informed the KWSB managing director that two of his subordinates were involved in selling Keamari Town’s water to private ships and companies. Hearing it, the MD announced that he would initiate an inquiry against the two officials and asked Mr Shah to cooperate with him during the investigation in the matter.


Council members sought from the MD the details of the ongoing projects, and highlighted water and sewerage problems in Lyari, Orangi, Site, Baldia and Saddar towns. The MD invited them to his office for case to case information. Mr Arif told the house that additional water would be given to Clifton, Orangi, Baldia and Lyari towns through the K-III project by the end of this month.


He said people living in Lyari and Keamari towns did not lodge proper complaints and only made hue and cry over water shortages. He went on to say that some 15,000 complaints had been received at the centralised complaint centre. Of them, 13,000 had been addressed. “Only 302 complaints were from Keamari and Lyari towns and 255 of the total complaints have been addressed.”


The MD expressed his inability to supply water through tankers due to the non-availability of tankers.

He said that some 300 pumping stations were affected whenever power breakdowns occurred and his department was short of funds to install generators on each pumping station.


Ghulam Arif said all the UCs would be given their due share in the collection of water charges. He asked the union councils to purchase and install generators with their own funds to help the utility in solving the water and sanitation problems created by power breakdowns. He said all the UCs were being given 25 per cent of the KWSB’s revenue generated through collection of water bills in their respective jurisdiction and the UCs could afford to install generators.

He requested the town and UC nazims to help the water board in the recovery of water bills and removal of unauthorised water connections. He also urged the members to conceive water and sewerage-related projects in a transparent manner.


Mr Arif informed the house that the water utility would soon install metres in each town to assess the actual water supply. He said 640mgd water was being supplied to Karachi, which was sufficient for the city’s needs.

He said the city government was spending Rs17.5 billion on water and sewerage projects.

He denied water and sewerage board’s involvement in digging under flyovers as was shown in newspapers and assured the council that his department would not do such dangerous acts.


Sunday fires

Both treasury and opposition members of the city council expressed serious concern over the rising incidents of fire in the city and asked the fire brigade department to adopt preventive measures.


Opposition member Zarina Qadir Baloch asked that why all major fire incidents occurred on Sundays. She was referring to a recent fire incident in the Radio Pakistan building and two earlier incidents in which fires erupted in the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation building. She said this aspect must be investigated.


Treasury member Sarwat Arif said that the city government had outdated equipment for fire fighting. Another treasury member, Shabana Shahbaz, urged the city government to investigate the Radio Pakistan fire and take measures to prevent occurrence of such incidents in future.


A member from Gadap Town said that there was no fire station in his town and there was a dire need to establish the facility to counter possible fire incidents.


Opposition members also expressed concern over the rumours regarding plans to sell the Radio Pakistan building after the fire incident.

Another opposition member, Imran Baghpati, said the failure of the Karachi Building Control Authority in effectively implementing the building laws was the main reason behind such incidents. He said many influentials would be unmasked if the KBCA tried to implement its bylaws.

(Dawn-17, 02/11/2007)

SHC asks why hydrant not yet shifted
KARACHI, Nov 1: A Sindh High Court division bench summoned the relevant officials of the city district government of Karachi and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to explain on Nov 6 why the Muslimabad hydrant had not been shifted to its new site.


The CDGK and the KWSB had assured the bench, which consists of Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Ali Sain Dino Metlo, about six months ago that the hydrant would be shifted to Manzoor Colony. A petition for the hydrant’s closure was moved by Advocate Syed Sami Ahmad stating that it was a public nuisance and that better sites were available for its location. The present site was surrounded by about 1,000 residential bungalows, a church, a shelter for handicapped children and a girls’ college. It violated the law and rules as hundreds of tankers plying round the clock caused public and private nuisance.


Demolition ordered

Another division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Mohammad Afzal Soomro ordered the demolition of unauthorized structure on plot SB-52, Block 9, Scheme 36, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, within four weeks. A petition was moved by purchaser of an apartment in the Piprani Comfort and Shopping Arcade alleging that the builder, in connivance, with the officials of the Faisal Cantonment Board, has covered the compulsory open space and constructed shops in the car parking lot. Advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai, the petitioner’s counsel, said the structure violated the approved design and the building regulations.


The bench directed the cantonment board to demolish the offending portions, restore the car parking and the mandatory open space and proceed against the delinquent officials, builder, architect and others involved in the violation and report compliance within four weeks.


Order suspended

The bench also suspended the local government department order for re-transfer of Ghulam Murtaza Bhutto, who was recently posted as town office (finance) in the Keamari Town. He submitted through Advocate M. Nawaz Shaikh that his predecessor Muhammad Fayaz, who has already held the post for seven years, has been asked to continue while his transfer to the post has been cancelled. The bench issued notices to the respondents for Nov 11.


ECL entry

Another division bench consisting of Justices Khilji Arif Hussain and Salman Ansari issued a notice to the deputy attorney-general in a petition moved by Zeal Pak Cement chairman Sikandar Jatoi.

The petitioner submitted through Advocate Adnan Karim that he had been granted bail by the high court in two cases instituted by the National Accountability Bureau against him. He had since gone abroad on business trips eight times but his name still appeared on the exit control list.

(Dawn-17, 02/11/2007)

KWSB MD feels the heat during visit to session

City Council members on Thursday complained against the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) officials to Managing Director (MD) KWSB, Ghulam Arif Khan, who attended the session to brief the council on water and sewerage related matters.


UC Nazim Keamari Town, Dilawar Shah, informed the house and the KW&SB MD that two executive engineer-level officers of the KWSB in his town were involved in selling Keamari Town’s water to private ships. The MD announced that he would initiate an inquiry into the matter.


Briefing the council about the KW&SB’s performance, he said that by the end of this year additional water would be provided to Clifton, Orangi, Baldia and Lyari towns via the KIII project. 

He said that his department was short of requisite funds to resolve all issues of water and sanitation, including the provision of water tankers or the arranging of power generators for pumping stations.


Ghulam Arif denied the water and sewerage board’s involvement in digging under flyovers as was shown in newspapers and assured the council that his department would not carry out any such dangerous act.

He said that town Nazims and UC Nazims must also perform their duties in regards to the recovery of water utility bills, conceive water and sewerage-related projects transparently and help the KWSB officials remove illegal water connections. He said that 15,000 complaints were received at complaint centres. He also said that water meters would be installed in each town to assess the water supply situation. 


Ghulam Arif said that all UCs would be given their due share from the collection of water bills. He said that Karachi was getting 640-mgd of water, which, he said, was enough to cater to the needs of the city while the city government was spending a record Rs17.5 billion on water and sewerage projects.


Members inquired from the MD about ongoing development projects, water and sewerage problems in Lyari, Orangi, SITE, Baldia and Saddar towns. The MD invited them to his office for case to case information.


Earlier, the council unanimously approved a resolution stating that arrears of UC Nazims, Naib-Nazims, union councillors and others must be paid in monthly instalments along with regular honorarium. On Wednesday, the council had adopted resolution according to which honorariums of these public representatives were raised. 

Expressing concern over the increased number of fire incidents in the city, the members called for preventive approach from the government and the public. 


Members also suspected that the fire incident in Radio Pakistan as well as those in Pakistan Naval Shipping Company (PNSC) occurred on Sundays, which must be investigated. 

They also expressed concern over rumours regarding the selling of the Radio Pakistan building after the fire incident.


The City Council also discussed issues related to the issuance of birth, marriage, divorce and death certificates via the National Database And Registration Authority (Nadra).

(The News-14, 02/11/2007)

Gulshan goes dry as pipeline bursts
KARACHI, Nov 4: Several localities in Jamshed, Orangi, Baldia and Saddar towns have been facing water shortage for the last one week while almost all blocks of Gulshan-i-Iqbal have been without water for the last three days.


Attributing the cause of water scarcity in Gulshan-i-Iqbal to the 33-inch-dia pipeline that burst near Baitul Mukarram Masjid, sources in the KWSB said the leakage had been plugged and all the affected blocks, including 18 and 13-A, B, C, D, D/1 and D/2, would start getting normal supply from Monday.


However, residents of blocks 2 and 10 say that they have been experiencing acute water shortage for the last couple of months but no practical step has been taken on their complaints so far.


Complaints of persisting water shortage have also been received from the residents of Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society’s Block 2, PECHS Block 6 (Green Belt Area), Chanesor Goth, Manzoor Colony, Mehmodabad, parts of Gulshan-i-Faisal (Bath Island), Clifton’s blocks 2, 3 and 4, Malir and Landhi, Pak Colony, SITE industrial area, North Nazimabad’s Block-P and Keamari.


Residents of the affected localities said KWSB central customers centre hardly took any measure on their complaints while telephones of chief engineers of their respective zones had been lying out of order.


Investigations revealed that telephones at the offices of five zonal chief engineers and other senior officials in KWSB head office had been lying out of order for the last three weeks. The KWSB officials whose telephone numbers have not been functioning since the last week of Ramazan include chief engineers of zones 1, 2-A, 2-B, 3-A and 3-B, director taxes/billing, human resource and administration and legal departments.Sources said although a number of telephones belonging to different important offices of the KWSB head-office had been lying out of order for the last month, no serious efforts were made to get these telephones restored.


Insiders told Dawn that though the KWSB drive against defaulting bulk consumers had come to a halt in Korangi industrial area, officials belonging to the utility’s taxes, meter and engineering departments had started preparing different lists of defaulters in Federal B’ Area, North Karachi and Landhi on one pretext or the other.

(Dawn-15, 05/11/2007)

KWSB pulling out of troubled waters
THE water and sanitation board is all set to make its presence felt. In a bid to recover long pending water charges by bulk consumers, it has mustered courage to cut connections of defaulters. Hopefully, water will not be supplied until the respective institutions that include the Defence Housing, Authority, the Clifton cantonment, Pak Steel, Pakistan Railways, flour mills, and several other local and foreign manufacturing companies, clear their dues.


Thank God, the action drives home the point that it is not always the poor and underprivileged don’t pay dues; that most are accused of begging or stealing to get water without paying dues. This also defies the common notion that people living in squatter settlements have mostly flouted civic services. There are approximately 5000 bulk consumers of the KWSB that include both federal and provincial departments, most of which have not paid water charges regularly, landing the KWSB into huge losses of almost rupees 6 billion. The various departments of the government of Sindh collectively owe the KWSB over Rs2,760,511,834 since 1991.


Sources inside the KWSB say that meetings have been held and reminders sent to government departments time and again for payment, but not much headway was made as repeated calls have been met with indifference. A drastic step of cutting connections altogether might stir the defaulters out of slumber, if only these organizations show some remorse and pay their dues.


The KWSB has focussed energies on restructuring plans to counter deteriorating finances and infrastructural glitches. The KWSB has realized it has too many issues at stake with too little money in the kitty. Consumers today are faced with an inefficient system of criss-crossed dilapidated water pipes. Many areas receive contaminated water as the sewage and water pipes running side by side all over the city have begun to pour into each other. Besides, recovery of dues has been one of the weakest areas at the KWSB which is why finances remain at the lowest ebb. The KWSB holds around 35 billion rupees worth of assets; energy costs come to around 1.5 to 1.8 billion rupees annually, while salaries, maintenance and other relevant costs make for 1.1 billion rupees annually.


The Water Board is carrying out a detailed evaluation of its services through citizen report cards (CRCs), an idea of Dr Gopakumar Thampi from Bangalore. With the World Bank bearing some of the brunt, a set of nine of the 18 towns have been selected to carry out the survey to determine the level of consumer satisfaction and quality of service. The survey will start from mid-November and results will be disclosed in February next year.


What will happen once all the big fish are made to pay all their dues? Will all evils be finally nibbed at the KWSB? Water has been considered a right and not a valuable resource, which is why it is taken for granted. Any tax or payment levied on the resource is normally met with resentment. Corruption and nepotism have also disfigured the shape of an important civic body. A good 40 to 50 per cent of water is misused or wasted against a supply of almost 650 million gallons per day (MGD) to Karachi. Experts and sources in the KWSB say that water supply is largely sufficient to meet Karachi’s demand. The CDGK claims to have mended almost 80 per cent of the sewage lines. Many areas in Karachi like Lyari however, still yearn for a decent water supply beyond an average of 4 to 5 hours of water supply every day.


These are difficult times. There needs to be more sensitization and awareness of the fact that water fit for human consumption is fast diminishing due to global warming in the world. Water is almost 3 per cent all over the world to feed a burgeoning population. The issue of permafrost — the thawing of ice tops of mountains that are the most crucial sources of water in the world — was addressed at the World Climate Summit held recently at New York. At the international stage however, the key players, including the developed countries, the USA topping the list, showed little concern about doing away with major irritants like the Kyoto Protocol. This demonstrates their indifference: the rest of the world can die of gas emissions or no water. How better can the cliché ‘might is right’ be understood?


Water should be the key issue today on the agendas of political parties for the forthcoming elections, if there are to be any. Also, the citizens should know what to ask for. At a presentation made recently in Karachi, Dr Gopikumar Thampi quoted the example of a slum in Mumbai. The residents had run the CRCs in their area on major civic concerns before elections. When political candidates came to the area with a list of offerings on their agenda, the residents gave them their own list and wanted to know whether they will be fulfilled if they vote for the candidate. The recent awakening of the power mongers that it is the people who matter the most in a democratic set-up, such a tool may come in handy to understand that we have had enough of our fill of suffering.

(By Sumera S. Naqvi, Dawn-19, 09/11/2007)

Dabla villagers muddled with adversities

Women and young girls of a fishermen locality called Dabla can be seen fetching water in groups from near-by places for domestic use. Water is a huge problem for the locality. Some families share cemented water tanks and buy water from private tankers for Rs700. 


Originally hailing from places like the Indus Delta, Keti Bunder, Kharo Chan and Sir Creek, around 300 families have been settled in Dabla near Rehri, the second largest fishing locality of Bin Qasim Town.


These people migrated from the Indus Delta earlier after the sea erosions started and their homes and land were destroyed by the seawater. Due to the lack of fresh water in the River Indus, they left their ancestral homes and settled at the Karachi coast. Since then they have been here, receiving other families coming from the same neighbourhoods, helping them to settle in. 


When one family of Bholo Dablo, a traditional singer, first migrated to the existing site it was nothing but open, green land. The local people had herds of cows, camels and goats in hundreds in the area. Bholo sent a message to his relatives in the Indus Delta that he had found a better place for living and earning their livelihood near the other coast. Then several families arrived along with their animals in tow. The process of migration of these communities is going on till this day.


Since the village is located below sea level, the people are faced with difficulties in the monsoon season because of the high tide but they cannot leave the area. All the men and women keep themselves engaged in fishing activities. The men catch the fish and sell it to the local traders at Rehri landing sites. The women, who went with the men to dry fish and other isolated islands, have now found other jobs making mats, doing embroidery, etc., to earn money.


There is no proper supply of electricity in the village. The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) MNA Haji Muzaffar Shujra got an approval for the provision of a power supply line from his quota for the locality in 1994 but this was not implemented. It is probably the only locality in the vicinity, which has been deprived of electricity and gas facilities.


There is a primary school for the community which is being run by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) for the last three years. The PFF has appointed two teachers for the school, where boys and girls have been enrolled. The irony is that there isn’t a single person in the entire locality that has done matric. The community people are not interested in sending their children to schools. Instead, they take them to sea. Young children get an equal share of their catch. Those boys who do not go to school are engaged in catching crabs and earn a little to ease their families’ troubles.


The skilled villagers make and repair fishing nets and renovate their boat engines. They are able to build their own houses and help each other in such activities. 


Earlier, the Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) built a wall in front of the sea to protect the village. But the same wall is insufficient to shield villagers. During high tide — June and July — they helplessly watch their homes flood with seawater. The high tide hits the locality twice in one month, since the village is below sea level. The community is unable to clean the seawater, which is polluting the village.


The villagers have made wooden sheds above the ground to save their belongings and mostly sleep there. They have also built their kitchens above sea level. However, now and again, one can see several courtyards that are flooded every time one passes through the village.


Union Council (UC) Rehri has built five community toilets for women inside the shore. There is no playground for the children, who can be seen swimming in the seawater. 


Though they have migrated, these people still have national identity cards with local addresses. They have been enrolled in voter lists as well. They cast votes to the local influentials, but in return they are given nothing. In any kind of emergency, they go to Rehri or other city area clinics for treatment.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 09/11/2007)

Potable water for Khuda Ki Basti


KARACHI: Additional Vice Chairman of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Moin Khan directed Wednesday to provide potable water for the residents of Khuda Ki Basti who have remained deprived of it for the last five years. 


Khan also asked officials to conduct a survey regarding the project’s feasibility and submit a complete report within three days.


During his visit, he said the settlement was established on 100 acres of land some five years ago, in which 3,000 houses were of those who had been affected by the Lyari Expressway Project and other development schemes. Its population is over 30,000 and has so far been relying on Pakistan Rangers’ water tankers and water fetched by women and children for its water needs. He asked the relevant officials to take immediate measures for the installation of a proper water supply system.


Home advisor lays foundation stone for project in Jamshed Town: Advisor to the Sindh chief minister on Home Affairs Waseem Akhter along with Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmad laid the foundation stones for several development projects in UC 7. 

“The provincial government, in collaboration with town administrations, is taking maximum steps for the betterment of citizens and these projects are a part of that collaboration,” Akhter said.


Ahmed said that they were initiating development schemes in all union councils on an equal basis. 


Eight link roads for Baldia Town: Town Nazim Kamran Akhter inaugurated Wednesday eight link roads, which have been constructed at an estimated cost of Rs 2.5 million in Pattni Mohalla and Dehli Colony of UC 8.

“The town administration has been fulfilling its promise of developing the area’s road infrastructure on an international standard and will not compromise on the quality of material being using in all these development projects,” he said.


Meanwhile, Malir Town Naib Nazim Sharafat Ali has warned all contractors of the various ongoing development schemes in the area that the town administration will not compromise on the quality of material used. 

“Stern action will be taken against contractors using substandard material and they will be barred from any further participation in the development schemes of Malir Town,” he said.

(DailyTimes-B1, 15/11/2007)

KWSB earns little from additional water supply
KARACHI, Nov 19: The KWSB’s inability to show any increase in its revenue under the head of water charges in the last two years despite the fact that the city’s water supply during the period had jumped by 200 million gallons of water per day (mgd) has justified the JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) team’s findings that the ratio of the city’s non-revenue water had soared to 45 per cent.


With the commissioning of the K-III project and the restoration of full supply from the Hub Dam, the city’s water supply went up by 200mgd during the last two years. But, the KWSB income during the last two financial years remained static.


According to some well-placed officials of the utility, the poor recoveries made by the KWSB revenue department had also perturbed its chairman City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal who sought complete details of the beneficiaries of the additional water supply and expected revenue generated through its sale.

The sources quoted nazim as saying that it was beyond his comprehension where the money that would have been accrued through the sale had gone. He was much worried about the fact that the water board’s income under the head of water charges had not shown increase in proportionate to the rise in supply of water, they said.


Insiders attribute the causes of unsatisfactory recoveries to illegal water connections of private hydrants, industries and others with the connivance of water board officials, besides wastage of huge quantity of water through leaking pipelines and increasing incidence of water theft.


Referring to the JICA’s report whereby the ratio of non-revenue water in the city’s total water supply from both the sources — Indus River and Hub Dam — has been mentioned as 45 per cent, the officials said the JICA team had added 35 per cent technical water losses and 10 per cent non-technical water losses while calculating the overall losses.


Having a total bulk water supply capacity of 720mgd, 645mgd from the Indus and 75mgd from the Hub Dam, the ratio of non-revenue water had gone as high as 45 per cent which meant that the current billed water supply for both domestic and non-domestic purposes came to 351mgd, the sources added.

(Dawn-18, 20/11/2007)

KWSB defies order to appoint 700
KARACHI, Nov 19: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), ignoring the Sindh chief secretary’s orders against fresh recruitment, has appointed around 700 employees in different cadres (from BPS-11 to BPS-17), it is reliably learnt.


According to the sources, more than 500 appointment letters were issued shortly after the imposition of emergency on Nov 3 while the process of appointing nearly 200 more persons is almost in its final stage.


“Most of the 500 people appointed after the imposition of emergency have already submitted their joining reports with the departments concerned while the other 200 will be joining the water utility in a couple days,” the sources told Dawn on Monday.Giving a break up, the sources said 26 appointments were made in grade 17, 15 in grade 16; 53 in grade 14, seven in grade 12 and 68 in grade 11. The rest were made in grade 1 to 9, 280 of them in grade 3 (health workers).

The officials who have been placed in grade 17 have been designated as accounts officer, assistant executive engineer (both electrical and mechanical), assistant law officer, medical officer, security officer, computer system analyst and deputy director. Four chemists, one assistant accounts officer, one assistant director and a photographer have been appointed in grade 16.


The sources told Dawn that although the applications against 672 vacant posts had been invited through an advertisement in newspapers, the appointments had been made simply after an interview, adding that no written tests or other formalities were done.


While making fresh appointments of assistant executive engineers, the KWSB did not consider those 200 candidates who were declared successful in a test conducted by the KWSB last year through the NED University.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-19, 20/11/2007)

Water project for Orangi

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the project to supply additional six million gallon daily water to Orangi Town will be inaugurated within 15 days. Presently only 60 percent population in Orangi is getting water while the project would ensure supply of potable water to 90 percent population of Orangi Town through pipelines. Installation of pump, costing Rs 25 million, has already been approved for supplying water to the inhabitants of hills in Orangi Town. 


Besides, the work of laying internal water supply system in Mansoor Nagar and Ittehad Town was being initiated with an estimated cost of Rs 20 million.

He said this while talking to people at different areas of Orangi Town during his visit there on Tuesday. 


Town Nazim Orangi Abdul Haq, Naib Town Nazim Shahid Bashir and officers of KWSB, W&S and other departments accompanied him.


During his four-hour long visit the City Nazim went to different areas and sectors of Orangi, including Gulshan-e-Behar, and inspected the work on main trunk line of additional 6 mgd water and new sewerage line in Orangi. He also reviewed ongoing cleanliness campaign in the area and issued directives to Water and Sewerage Board officials to secure both sides of the newly laid pipeline from possible encroachments. 

He said that at present water was being pumped to Orangi after every 12 days, however, with the completion of the project additional fresh water would be supplied to Orangi Town after a gap of a day. 


The Nazim Karachi also directed KWSB to allocate separate water quota for cottage industrial zone in Orangi which has been previously encroached upon by land mafia and now after removal of all illegal structures possession of this place was being returned to actual owners. 

He instructed Water Board officials to start laying pipelines in all those areas of Orangi which lack such infrastructure on immediate basis so that the additional 6 mgd water supply should reach to each and every home in Orangi Town. 


The Nazim also inspected work on under construction Shahra-e-Qaddafi from Qaddafi Chowk to Northern Bypass and said that with the completion of this road Orangi Town would be directly linked with the Northern Bypass which would also minimize transport problems of Orangi and adjacent areas.

(The News-14, 21/11/2007)

Defaulters defeat KWSB drive
KARACHI, Nov 22: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s campaign against the defaulting bulk water consumers has fizzled out reportedly due to the pressure of industrialists and other influential people.

The drive that began on Oct 6 with the disconnection of water connections of major bulk consumers including various federal government organisations came to an abrupt halt in less than a week.


During the campaign, the KWSB had severed connections of its various bulk consumers on account of non-payment of water charges and these included Pakistan Steel Mills, Pakistan Railways, National Stadium, Clifton Cantonment Board, Defence Housing Authority, Malir Cantonment Board, Korangi Cantonment Board, Dockyard, Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works, different naval and PAF installations and a number of industries, hotels, flour and textile mills, etc.


However, the KWSB first restored the connections of all those federal government organisations which in the light of a decision taken in a meeting held with the Sindh chief secretary in the chair, paid 10 per cent of their total outstanding water charges. Later, the water board stopped its campaign even against industrial units and other private bulk consumers when, according to sources, some office-bearers of an industrial zone approached the authorities with a request to immediately stop disconnecting water connections of industries for a couple of months, or else the industries would not be able to meet the deadlines of their foreign consignments.


Confirming that the KWSB while acceding to the industrialists’ request has not only suspended the drive in question but also against various other bulk consumers, an official of the utility said that the campaign which hardly continued for six days, the KWSB had recovered over Rs230 million as against Rs10 billion outstanding against numerous bulk consumers.


Meanwhile, a spokesman for the KWSB said that a meeting held on Nov 8 in Islamabad with Dr Salman Shah, the then advisor to the former prime minister Shaukat Aziz on finance and who has now become minister for finance, economic affairs and revenue in the caretaker cabinet, had directed all the federal government organisations and federal ministries’ department to clear 25 per cent of the total water charges outstanding against them.


Conceding that the campaign against the defaulters have been suspended, he said that the KWSB had only a couple of days back had placed an advertisement in newspapers, asking the consumers to clear their dues to avoid disconnection of their water connections.

(Dawn-18, 23/11/2007)

Water meters to stop theft, shortage between towns held up
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KARACHI: There has been no further development in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s (KWSB) plan to install water-flow meters to measure potable water being supplying to the city’s 18 towns and clamp down on water theft, Daily Times learnt Monday.


The project was initiated on the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, who is also chairman of the KWSB. He had announced that flow meters would be installed on all the trunk lines connecting the 107 pumping stations located in the 18 towns. The purpose of the meters is to monitor the water quota that is supplied to the areas and to hopefully catch water theft. 


The project was started after different town and UC nazims complained about a shortage of water. The issue was also highlighted in the City Council. Union council nazims demanded flow meters be installed immediately, which would also help in proving KWSBs claims that it provides an excess of water.


Some of the union council nazims, in the presence of KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif on the City Council floor, pointed out that the KWSB claims that it provides more than enough water but without any meters there is no way to prove this.


“The KWSB claims that it is providing 10 million gallons of water daily (mgd) to Lyari Town, but, it seems like the town gets less than half of what the KWSB says it is providing. A huge amount is being stolen by people as the main trunk passes through Jamshed Town and Saddar Town,” a UC nazim from Lyari Town said.


Similarly, the UC nazims from Landhi and Bin Qasim have also complained about the shortage of water in their areas.


KWSB’s Ghulam Arif, in a session held earlier this month, vowed to install the meters soon and announced that the tenders have been issued. 


Sources in the KWSB said that a tender was indeed issued, and it was supposed to be finalized on November 20, but, as of yet there has been no further development.


Chief Engineer Tameer-e-Karachi Programme Mashkoor-ul-Hasnain said that he didn’t have any updated information and directed Daily Times to contact Project Director Mishabuddin Farid as he is supervising the project. Farid, however, was not available to comment on the issue. 


The KWSB supplies 640 mgd water in the city via over 100 main trunk lines connecting 107 pumping stations in 18 towns. According to the board, around 35 percent of the total supply is lost due to old pipelines and water theft. 


Sources in the KWSB vowed that after the installation of flow meters, water theft and loss of water will be identified and taken care of.


The city government has claimed that over Rs 17 billion is being spent in the city to rehabilitate the existing water and sewerage infrastructure and build new networks for areas that have been deprived.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 27/11/2007)

Poisonous gas threatens Bath Island residents

It’s no longer an inconvenience or a matter of the aesthetics of Bath Island being compromised upon. One year after the Neher-e-Khayyam nullah was ripped apart to prevent water logging during the rainy season, the open drain has become a serious health hazard. In fact, some believe that soon the residents of Bath Island will die from hydrogen sulphide poisoning – it’s just a matter of time – and one will hold the Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, responsible.


This is not a dramatic statement. The people living in Bath Island, especially those unfortunate individuals (like myself) living along the bank of the drain, will certify that the area reeks beyond imagination. Not only does that make life generally unbearable, but it poses serious health threats. One wakes up to the pungent stench of rotten eggs these days, given the prevalence of hydrogen sulphide in the area. The highest concentration is at dawn.


Hydrogen Sulphide (H2S) is a toxic and potentially lethal gas that occurs in both industrial installations and in the wastewater systems running beneath our towns and cities. It is created by bacteria breaking down organic components in wastewater – a process known as septicity. The gas is often found in water treatment plants and sewage pipes and can seep from manhole covers into the local environment causing problems for entire communities. In small concentrations, the gas can cause lapses of memory, a reduced sense of smell and problems with one’s eyesight. Exposure to high levels of H2S in enclosed spaces can be, and has unfortunately been, fatal several times.


The gas is being emitted in abundance in Bath Island, as the drain remains exposed and deadly. But there’s more to this city government environmental disaster. The water in the nullah was initially being fumigated regularly but lately this has been ignored and has become a breeding ground for mosquitoes. This is leading to hazards such as malaria and even dengue. Many officials have argued that the dengue mosquito does not breed in dirty water but this is not the time for making light of the situation anymore. As the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) seems on a mission to clean Karachi, they could perhaps look into this drain as well – if they can take the risk of being poisoned by hydrogen sulphide, that is.


There’s more. It was seen last month that the drain, with its filthy blue water, has been attracting migratory birds who were mistaking it for an estuary. Many of them died, thanks to the toxins they had probably ingested.

The residents of Bath Island face the same fate if the situation is not taken under control. The drain needs to be covered and until the CDGK has the budget for that (since the lack of finances is usually the issue), it should at least be thoroughly cleaned, filtered and fumigated. The residents of Bath Island have paid a lot for this prime property and continue to pay the government a lot in terms of taxes. The least we expect is a little fresh air.

(By Aamna Haider Isani, The News-20, 28/11/2007)

DECEMBER

Lyari Town criticises KWSB performance
KARACHI, Dec 1: The town municipal administration of Lyari, perturbed over the lingering issue of water shortage, has severely criticised the performance of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and termed it disappointing.


In a letter to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, the town nazim, Malik Mohammad Fayyaz, complained that the KWSB had totally neglected the area by not addressing public grievances. He said that the water utility had completely failed to manage a proper water supply to the affected areas of the town.


Referring to the much publicised K-3 scheme aimed at supplying an additional 6mgd of water to the town, the nazim said this mega project had been apparently mishandled by the KWSB engineers, adding that neither was any meter reading being maintained nor had the water availability improved after the launching of the project.


He also pointed out that a 33-inch-dia waterline had been ruptured thus greatly affecting water flow. On the other side, he said that all the pumping stations stood completely inoperative due to the lethargic attitude of the relevant engineers as they did not take appropriate measures on time to run affairs smoothly.


Moreover, he said that the work on laying new water-lines on Mehrab Khan Essa Khan Road had also been abandoned.


The town nazim also deplored the indifferent attitude of the KWSB authorities. The letter to the city nazim reads:


“The KWSB authorities have not only set aside my repeated requests (verbal, telephonic and written) but seem to have also managed to neglect your directives to solve the water and sewerage problems in Lyari Town”.

“I have a bunch of letters that have been written to the KWSB authorities inviting their attention towards the prevailing water supply position”.

New water connections
Residents of all those housing projects of Scheme-33, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and its different blocks falling under the jurisdiction of the cantonment board which have either been facing acute water shortages or are still deprived of the basic necessity of life will be provided with new water connections and the connection charges will be recovered in six installments.


A decision to this effect was taken by the KWSB on the directives of the city nazim, following his meeting with a delegation of Scheme-33, Gulistan-i-Jauhar that called on him to inform him about the persisting water shortage.

(Dawn-18, 02/12/2007)

Overcoming water shortages
Water discharge in the river’s lower region in 1892 was 185 cubic km per year (150 maf, million acre-feet per year). In 1932, the discharge was 105 cubic km per year (85.5 maf). In 1960, the flow rate was 80 cubic km per year (64.5 maf), while in 1970, it got reduced to 43 cubic km (35 maf). In 1992, water flow was just 12 cubic km (10 maf per year).


During the last 100 years, water flows got reduced in the lower Indus region by over 93 per cent. In just 20 years, a system, which nature had flourished for many centuries, has irrevocably changed.

The suspended sediments load in the river comprising fertile soil and nutrients, was reduced by 93 per cent, from 400 million tons in 1892, to 30 million tons in 1992.


Suspended sediments do ecological work by nourishing the delta, and providing healthy ecosystems.

The massive reductions in water flows have impacted the ecology of the area; principal components affected include mangroves, fisheries, land (sea intrusion), livelihood, animal husbandry, human health and water quality.


The impact of the undersea earthquake in South Asia, which generated 10 meters high tsunami (seismic sea-waves) and killed over 60,00 people, could have been minimised to a large extent, if the mangroves in the coastal belts were not removed replacing seaside hotels and shrimp ponds.


Species of mangroves were used against typhoons and storms and could have saved thousands of life and massive economic loss. They are the first line of defence against tsunami, tidal wave and storms.


Global warming will further exacerbate the water depletion problems. As average temperatures increase, snow in Himalayan mountains, from where the river originates, will melt in early summer season, producing more water in the river.


During peak summer season when the water is needed most, there will less flow.

According to the 1991 Indus Water Accord, the total water apportioned among the four provinces was 141 cubic km (114.35 maf per year).


The accord recognises the need for certain minimum flow to sea, below Kotri, to check sea intrusion and, an optimum level of 12.34 cubic km (10 maf/year), below Kotri, was indicated.


Clearly, the water resources position is not encouraging and, would become critical in years to come.

Freshwater shortages would create a series problems in irrigation, drinking-water supplies, industries and in ecological areas. However the good news is that steps can be taken to prevent a freshwater crisis.

There are options which. when adopted, can prevent critical water situation and they may even improve the water availability position.


However, the basic requirement is that, the decision-makers must realise that the water must be shared with the environment and not taken away. Simply taking into account the additional area irrigated, kilowatt-hours generated or the populations served, will not do.


Ecosystems are acclimatised to the “natural water flowing regimes” (natural cycle of floods, droughts, high flows and low flows). If this is obstructed, ecosystems will stop functioning. The case of Aral Sea is a clear example. Nature has provided water for ecosystems as well as for human-beings.


Water management must be sustainable for all components, including ecosystems which perform valuable service for human beings.


According to some estimates, wetlands provide service of the order of Rs1.50 million per hectare per year (current prices). The decision-makers ignore these facts.

The most urgent task is to provide a minimum quantity of clean water for drinking and sanitation.


Reasonable access to safe drinking water is defined as the availability of at least 50 liters per person per day. This is the fundamental right of everybody and, everyone is entitled to a healthier life.

There is a considerable scope for improving the water productivity defined as the value of economic goods and services per cubic meter of water used.


Agriculture is water-intensive. It uses about 80-90 per cent of water from water resources and takes about 1,000 cubic meters to grow one ton of wheat.


Three-fold areas in agriculture have a key to save huge quantity of water which is enough to meet water requirements of growing populations for the next 25 years. One is delivering and applying water to crops more efficiently.


Called drip irrigation, the system delivers water directly to the roots of the plants at low discharges through perforated pipes installed on or below the soil surface.

As compared to the traditional flood or furrow irrigation, drip system can save water by 70 per cent and, increase crop yields by 90 per cent. The other system is called micro-sprinklers (drip and micro-sprinklers systems are called micro-irrigation), which provide low discharge water directly to crops.


The older system of high-spray sprinklers for providing spray of water droplets, at a height, is discouraged due to the evaporation of the airborne aerosols.

The second is increasing the yields per litre of water consumed so as to get more crop per drop.


Considerable opportunity exists in modifying the cropping patterns and growing methods. High-yielding and early-maturing rice varieties, for example, can increase three-fold the amount of rice harvested per cubic meter of water used.

It also helps reducing pest attacks. Together with biological control of pest, cropping pattern modification can reduce the use of pesticides, which in turn, will minimise agrochemical pollution of surface water bodies.


The third is the promotion of rain-fed irrigation, to make maximum use of rainfall and promoting saline agriculture in areas affected by salinity. It must be noted that a significant portion of water stored behind dams and diverted through canals for irrigation, never benefits a crop. Surface water efficiency ranges between 25-35 per cent.


Water seeps in canals as a result, Its immediate use is prevented and it is not available when and where needed. Canal lining is an efficient way of reducing seepage.

Groundwater use for irrigation is presently uncontrolled. Over pumping of groundwater leads to land subsidence.


Poor farmers in Bangladesh through micro-financing, bought over one million human-powered, paddle-type pumps, called treadle pumps. They pumped shallow groundwater for small-plots irrigation, providing income to poor farmers.


Individuals and organisations can also help in saving water. Virtually everything a person buy or use (clothes, oil, computers), takes water to make. For example, it takes 18 litres of water to produce just one litre of petrol; it takes 8.3 litres of water to produce one kilowatt-hour of electricity.


Individuals can, therefore, purchase less material goods, make their cars more fuel-efficient and conserve energy.

Reducing leaks in taps, using low-flush tanks for water-closets, watering lawns with bare minimum water, or using plants that thrive naturally in local climate, can reduce water requirements.


Water utilities whose unaccounted-for water is of the order of 30 per cent, should undertake leak repair programme.

The supply of water should be metered to discourage wastage. Leak reduction in Karachi alone would mean saving of 680 million litres of water daily, enough to meet requirements of additional 17 million people.


Substantial quantities of water can be saved, if dietary choices are slightly changed. Various foods require different amounts and their nutritional value also varies.

It takes 67 litres to supply 10 grams of protein from potatoes, or 89 litres to supply 500 calories from potatoes. It takes 204 litres to supply 10 grams of protein from rice, or 251 litres to supply 500 calories from rice.

It takes 1,000 litres to produce 10 grams of protein from beef (five times more water, as compared to rice), or 4,902 litres of water to supply 500 calories from beef.


In other words, a vegetarian diet would require half as much water as required for a meat diet. Thus a shift away from meat diet towards a vegetarian diet will result in savings of 510 million cubic meters of water per year, enough to feed additional 35 million people.


Re-use of treated municipal wastewater for irrigation presents an opportunity to free water for the environment. In a way, untreated wastewater of most cities and towns is discharged in Indus River.


Even raw industrial wastewater is discharged in canals. It is not advisable to use untreated wastewater for irrigation. It is estimated that up to one-tenth of the world’s population eats food produced using wastewater from towns and cities.


Together with wastewater treated to a reasonable degree, proper water application and personal hygiene, wastewater can be used for irrigation.


However, industrial wastewater should not be used for irrigation as it contains toxic heavy metals, which cannot be removed by a conventional wastewater treatment plant, unless relatively costlier tertiary wastewater treatment is resorted to.


Rainwater harvesting allows maximum use of rainfall. Ponds, small check dams and other structures can hold rainwater, which can be used for irrigation during dry season.

They also re-charge the groundwater. The practice of deficit irrigation, which provides 25 per cent less water (less than normal requirements) to the crops, as long as the crops receive adequate water during their critical growth stages, can be adopted, which in turn, will save significant quantities of water.


Water accounting is a tool, which can help in analysing the water uses, water depletion and productivity of water in a basin. It can assess impacts of agricultural interventions, performance of irrigated agriculture and allocation among various users.

Simply stated, the water accounting is like water balance-sheet, which tracks water within water basins.

Rational water management at provincial level needs a separate institutional setup.


The government should create a water department, like renewable energy department, manned by persons qualified in the field of environmental engineering.


The department should develop a strategic framework focusing on increasing water productivity. It should also conduct ecological risk assessment in lower Indus region, to assess the water requirements of the ecosystems.

All components (populations, irrigation, and ecological sensitive areas), irrespective of the locations, must be provided with a rational share of water, after determining requirements of each sector.

(By F.H. Mughal, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 03/12/2007)

NRL digging caused water pollution: DHA

The underground tanks of more than forty houses in DHA Phase VI have been identified as having been contaminated with oil as a result of an incident in which the waterline running under the median along Khayaban-e-Sehar was extensively damaged. 


The damage was caused by an excavator during the replacement of parallel oil pipe lines of the National Refinery Limited (NRL), claimed a DHA press statement issued here on Wednesday. 


Administrator DHA has asked DHA Water Supply Directorate to take immediate relief measures to address the emergent situation. Meanwhile, DHA has started repair work on the damaged waterline for the immediate restoration of water supply. 


DHA is carrying out necessary co-ordination with the authorities of the NRL to prevent such incidents in the future. “DHA has asked NRL in categorical terms to give advance warning of any overhauling schedule so as to obviate chances of recurrence of any such ghastly incidence in the future,” adds the statement. 

The measures taken by DHA included provision of immediate water bowzers to the affected residents for filling their overhead water tanks. The contaminated underground tanks of these houses are also being cleaned and repaired by DHA teams on an emergency basis.

(The News-14, 06/12/2007)

Underground water tanks of 18 houses cleaned

Eighteen underground water tanks of the affected houses on Khayaban-e-Sehar have so far been cleaned of the oil that leaked into the main water line. The normal water supply through pipelines is expected to resume from Friday night, DHA spokesperson, Col Naqvi has said.


Moreover, DHA has promised to replace the old water pipelines laid across Khayaban-e-Sehar shortly to obviate any chances of leakage in the water pipelines in future, assured the DHA official. It may be mentioned here that a water pipeline running through Khayaban-e-Sehar, DHA Phase VI got damaged on Tuesday, during excavation work on parallel running oil pipe line maintained by National Refinery Limited. The breach in the pipeline caused seepage of oil into the main water line. The incident resulted in a water supply contaminated with oil. Consequently underground water tanks of more than forty houses in the area got filled with the contaminated water.


The DHA has said in a press statement, issued here on Friday that it is making concerted efforts to provide quick relief to the residents affected by the unfortunate episode. “Especially constituted teams by DHA Water Supply Department are going door-to-door in the affected area to expedite cleaning of their underground water tanks and to ensure filling of their overhead water tanks through bowzers,” said the official.

However, the DHA has decided to speed up the tedious and time consuming water tank cleaning operation to alleviate the sufferings of the residents in the shortest possible time. Meanwhile, the damaged water pipeline has been repaired. However, repeated flushing of water pipeline is in progress to ensure that oil mixed water is not provided to the residents.


Moreover, the DHA has assured that wherever the supply of line water would not resume due to any technical impediment, water will continue to be provided through unabated and intensified water bowzer operation.

(The News-20, 08/12/2007)

Illegal hydrants selling unhygienic water
KARACHI, Dec 9: Scores of water tankers have been supplying dubious quality water to consumers in different parts of the metropolis amid a shortage of piped water, it is learnt.


Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) confided to Dawn that several hundred “private hydrants” had sprung up in the city to do a roaring business in the water-deficient localities.

A survey conducted recently shows that the operators of these illegal hydrants fill up tankers with piped water and mix sub-soil water of dubious quality with it.


A tanker-load of this turbid, muddy and unhygienic water is supplied to consumers at a rate charged by the official hydrants.

The sources said that the racket was flourishing with the connivance of some unscrupulous elements within the water utility.


“Those involved in this illegal business are playing havoc with the health of consumers,” they said, adding that the illegal hydrants were located along both the banks of the Lyari and Malir rivers, besides in certain other parts of the city.


The operators of such hydrants draw water mainly from the sub-soil source and partly from the KWSB’s supply lines through illegally fixed connections, according to the sources.


About the mushroom growth of illegal hydrants, well-placed sources in the KWSB pointed out that many areas in the metropolis were still without legal water connections.

They estimated that more than 10 per cent of the city’s population was not getting piped water while the supply of water to industrial areas stood considerably less than their actual requirement.


Quoting the socio-economic survey conducted for the preparation of the Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP), they said that the piped water supply in the city came to 89 per cent, showing an 11 per cent shortfall in supply as against the demand.


The domestic water consumption accounted for about 60 per cent of the total water requirement in the city, the sources added. They argued that quite a big population of domestic consumers and industrial units had to depend on the water supplied through tankers.


Since the official hydrants did not have the capacity to cater to the needs of such a huge number of consumers, the illegal tanker operators had been doing a roaring business, they argued.

The sources said that besides the illegal hydrants set up along the banks of the Lyari and Malir rivers, a large number of illegal hydrants had sprung up in Manghopir, Shershah, Orangi, Korangi, Landhi and Baldia.


According to the survey, the areas depending totally on tanker water include several blocks of Gulistan-i-Jauhar, KDA Scheme-33 and scores of katchi abadis and slums. Many commercial and industrial consumers in Site, F.B. Area, North Karachi, Landhi and Korangi industrial areas have to purchase water for drinking and other purposes from illegal hydrants.


Many mischievous tanker operators tend to park their vehicles loaded with sub-soil mixed water in the periphery of the official hydrants to trap customers looking for official hydrants’ water.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 10/12/2007)

Country’s water storage hits all-time low

ISLAMABAD: The water mismanagement has touched its peak during current year with present storage figures of water reservoirs stand almost less than half of what it was during the corresponding period last year, sources told The News here on Sunday.


“Current water storage in all reservoirs stands at 2.3 million acres feet (MAF) against previous year’s 4.3 MAF in December, which do not augur well for the current Rabi season,” well-placed official sources revealed.


Indus River System Authority (Irsa) Chairman Bashir Dahir admitted that there was a wide difference between the storage carried out during the current and previous years but disagreed that his department’s mismanagement is responsible for the current situation. “We properly managed the available water resources and ensured required water availability for wheat sowing and that is the main reason for low level of water in reservoirs,” the Irsa chairman said.


The Irsa body comprising five members calculated the total storage in reservoirs, including Tarbela and Mangla dams, at 4.3 MAF last Saturday after allowing water discharges to provinces in an uneven way during the last Kharif and current Rabi seasons.


Sources said water flows during the last 8-10 days decreased substantially, causing reduction in water level in reservoirs.

“Now storing of water will be started at Tarbela dam with the fresh spell of rains.”

The country mainly depends on stored water in reservoirs and rains during the Rabi season as snow melting drastically reduces during winter causing decrease in river flows. At the same time, Irsa has decided to allow canal closures from Tuesday, besides starting barrage closure from December 20, 2007 in a phased programme.

In the first stage, Tounsa barrage would be closed for cleaning purpose and the period may not be less than 20 days, sources maintained.


According to the plan, the closure of Punjab barrages would be carried out latest by Jan 20. Kotri and Sukkur barrages would be closed from Dec 25, 2007 and Jan 6, 2008, respectively, for a period of three weeks.


In response to a question, sources said water flows in rivers have drastically reduced, forcing Irsa not to increase water storage at Tarbela and Mangla dams and Chashma barrage.

“The provincial indents will be met on priority basis so as to ensure that the standing crops receive required water.”

“According to metrological department, rains are expected in upper parts of the country within next couple of days,” sources further said.


Irsa Chairman Bashir Dahir, responding to various questions, said winter rains had a major contribution last year, which resulted in storage of 4.3 MAF water in reservoirs.

“During the current season, we supplied water to provinces for wheat sowing in accordance with their indents.”


The IRSA chairman said, due to the Irsa’s prudent plan chalked out in consultation with provinces all targets of wheat sowing were met and “we will also ensure timely last watering for the crops”.


The Irsa chairman further said the canal closure starting from Dec 11 will ultimately help increase the existing level of water storage in Tarbela and Mangla dams. “We will bring down the present 25 per cent water shortage in the country.”


In response to a question, he claimed that Irsa averted the crisis through timely water discharges to the federating units.

“Otherwise, the country may have received a serious setback if the wheat sowing was affected due to non-provision of the water,” he added.

(By Dilshad Azeem, The News-2, 10/12/2007)

EPZ ordered to pay 50pc of KWSB dues
KARACHI, Dec 24: The Sindh High Court on Monday directed the Export Processing Zone (EPZ) to pay at least half of its outstanding dues, the total amounting to Rs440 million, to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) in order for its case to be heard.


The EPZ had instituted a lawsuit saying that the KWSB had been overcharging for services that it had not provided, that the bills had been inflated and several extraneous charges had been included. The EPZ had said that recently, the board had issued a notice regarding the severance of water and sewerage connections that it had earlier sanctioned. It EPZ had prayed that the board be restrained from severing its connections pending the hearing and adjudication of its suit on merit.


The defendant board said the plaintiff organisation had not paid any dues since its inception in 1992, and the outstanding amount had now accumulated to about Rs440 million. The federal government, which has administrative control over the EPZ, had advised the organisation to pay the dues but it was reluctant to discharge its obligations under the law. The KWSB, said the defendant, was a commercial organisation that must generate revenue in order to sustain its overhead and recurring expenses. The board had not had any option but to serve a disconnection notice as a measure of last resort in order to recover the long-outstanding dues.


Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui asked the EPZ to clear at least 50 per cent of the dues and adjourned further hearing.

(Dawn-19, 25/12/2007)

Contractors stop work on several uplift projects
KARACHI, Dec 30: Contractors have either stopped or slowed down work on almost all major development projects in the metropolis apparently due to the delay in disbursement of their dues.


Sources in the city government’s works and services department and the KWSB told Dawn on the condition of anonymity that work on these projects, mostly pertaining to roads, water supply and sewerage system, had been affected for want of funds. They said the city government was currently faced with a paucity of funds.


Describing the CDGK financial position as ‘a temporary phase’, insiders said that most of the contractors would slow down the pace of work to exert pressure on the CDGK for the release of their dues whenever the bills pertaining to the completed work were kept pending.”


The sources expressed the hope that the pace of work would return to a normal speed as soon as the allocated funds for the projects concerned were released to the city government. “All out efforts are being made to clear the previous bills. The higher authorities have already asked the departments concerned to make at least part-payment against the contractors’ pending bills,” they added.


Citing the reasons behind the CDGK’s financial constraints, the sources said that the city government’s debt burden had increased because some departments devolved to it had brought heavy financial liabilities. The federal government’s act of deducting matching grant in lieu of octroi at source prior to the release the funds had immensely added to the burden.

It is since the abolition of octroi/zila tax that the city government relies on the federal and provincial transfers from the additional 2.5 per cent GST which is levied with the objective of offsetting the impact of the octroi/zila tax. However, the income from the GST makes much less than the amount collected by the defunct local councils under the head of the octroi/zila tax.


The projects which were scheduled to be completed months ago include more than one dozen road construction, four major water and sewerage rehabilitation schemes for Landhi, Korangi, Federal B Area and North Karachi, Bath Island’s storm-water drainage system and Clifton’s water augmentation scheme.

The road projects which are lying incomplete one track of the main University Road between Gulshan Town office and New Town roundabout; a major section of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road (between Spencer’s Building and Pakistan Chowk), Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society’s main road (between Sharea Faisal intersection and Tariq Road), one track of Altaf Ali Barelvi Road (between Sindhi Hotel and Askari Park near old Sabzi Mandi), Shahrah-i-Orangi (between Banaras Chowk and Orangi Town No.5), one track of Fakhruddin Valika Road (between Siddik Sons Chowrangi and Habib Chowrangi), Kashmir Road/Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Shah Waliullah Road (between KBR point and Nagan intersection), etc.


The other roads which had been ploughed some time back for reconstruction include Martin Road (between Teen Hatti and PIB petrol pump), one track of Shahrah-i-Pakistan (between Aisha Manzil and Sohrab Goth intersections), one track of the Aisha Manzil-Landhi Kotal road.


Different sections of Rashid Minhas Road, Gulshan Chowrangi, Drive-in Cinema intersection, Jauhar Morr and Jauhar Chowrangi are also lying incomplete after digging having been carried out for the construction of a flyover and underpass and for the reduction of a road and installation of traffic signal in the vicinity of the project site.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 31/12/2007)

City areas turn into war zones

Gulshan—e-Iqbal town which up till recently boasted of its peaceful living conditions suffered a shocking turn of events this Thursday when Benazir Bhutto’s untimely death sent the whole city whirling into chaos.


Where areas like 13/D/2 started suffering from riots right after maghrib prayers particularly at the Sehba Akhtar Road and Masjid-e-Ibrar intersection where eight young men carrying large sticks started halting cars in the middle of the road, not caring about passengers be they women or children forcing them out of their cars.


After forcing people to stop in the middle of the roads the hoodlums then torched a green Margalla in the middle of the Sehba Akhtar road, leaving residents scared and panicky.


People out side of the town jurisdiction where encouraged by residents to remain where they were as the miscreants could be seen roaming the streets and main roads waiting for cars to set fire on.

The situation became worse around midnight as one resident of Gulsahn-e-Iqbal relates that as he was on his way home, when an angry mob at the Nipa Chowrangi forced him to jump out of his car and started beating him with sticks and stones. As he ran for his life he was chased up to Crescent apartments near the Sehba Akhtar railway crossing, where he hid to save his life. 


Civic centre and Hasan square and Rashid Minhas Road were the most turbulent areas where shootings could be heard well into the night and several cars and tires were burnt in the middle of the road to impede traffic. Malls like the mobile mall and Centrum plaza were ransacked and then burnt.


The next day as few brave grocers and bakers opened their shops with scarce amenities, however, shoppers were manhandled by thugs who demanded that all shops be closed in mourning “if they (people) want to stay alive.” The same night residents claim that an even larger group comprising of about 50 men claiming to be People’s Party workers tried to enter into residential areas, however, they were blocked by brave residents who closed the street barriers in the nick of time holding off the rioters.


On Friday, shops in 13/D areas and 13/G areas remained closed thanks to the gruesome reminders of burnt car debris as residents and shopkeepers remained afraid for their lives and properties. However shops in 13-B area behind the Jilani Station appeared peaceful and shops had opened by Maghrib time on Saturday


North nazimabad: Soon after the news of Benazir Bhutto’s assassination on Thursday evening, the shops in North Karachi were shut down by the people themselves. They knew that if they don’t do so, the party workers or supporters might break the glass of their shops or torch it completely. 


Within minutes, the area was completely empty, with not a single man seen on main road and even in streets. Several streets had even locked their barricades, so that no vehicle or stranger could come in. Asim, a shop-owner and resident of the area told The News, “My wife called on my mobile phone and gave me the news of Benazir’s death. I immediately closed my shop and told other shop-keepers also to do so and ran towards my home.” Many shop-keepers, coming from different areas of the city could not go their homes on knowing that several buses and cars have been set on fire. They took refuge at their fellow shop keepers’ homes. However, no vehicles or shops were burnt in the area from Nagan Chowrangi to Surjani Town. 


Furthermore, on the said day, the area residents were deprived of weekly Thursday bazaar, that is setup opposite Siddiqui Market. The area people said that they wait for this bazaar every week, as they buy the weekly grocery and other household items from it. But due to the incident, the vendors wrapped up their business and left. One of the residents, Tajver Sultana said, “Since I used to buy the weekly vegetables from the bazaar, therefore, there is not much left to cook, except chicken and meat.” If the market remains close for another few days, I fear that we will then have to eat roti and daal, she added. 


The area remained the same on Friday as well. Except few private cars, not a single public transport was seen on the road. People only came out of their homes to offer Friday prayers. However, later in the evening children were seen out on the streets playing cricket. Also, a medical store, two milk shops and one bakery was opened with half shutter down for few hours in the night. 


On Saturday, the traffic was little better as few rickshaws and taxi were seen plying on the road along with several private cars. The shops still remained closed. However, a long queue of cars and motorcycles was seen on one of the petrol pump near Azam Town. Meanwhile, groups of older men were found sitting at the corner of the streets discussing the political scenario of the country. Saeed Lodhi, 57-year-old and hid his friends said, “ We are left with no option but to sit here and talk, as for the past two days we have been watching the television and doing nothing.” 

Clifton: The area near Bilawal House, Clifton, is one of prime importance with regards to the situation at hand. On the day of Bhutto’s death, December 27, late at night the area was eerily silent. There were no vehicles or people in sight, save for a lone police patrolling van in front of the street that leads to Bilawal House. 


After that day, many people did not brave the streets and there were hardly any known cases of severe violence. However a few minor incidents have been taking place on and off. On December 28, when a driver was sent to look for a newspaper, some people stoned the car and broke its glass, leaving the driver with minor injuries. On December 29, around mid-morning, tyres were burnt in protest around Ziauddin Hospital.


Most of the residents of the area, did nothing but watch TV, or spend their time online, trying to get as much information as possible. On the streets, however, people are cautious but a few groups of people are seen here and there playing cricket, trying to pass their time, one way or another.


There is a lot of talk on the streets and in homes regarding the tragedy. The topic of discussion is, of course, the untimely death of Benazir Bhutto and the future of Pakistan. People on the streets are too scared to voice their opinions and are living their lives in complete fear. However, when probed, they are a touch forthcoming and voice their anger. They are exceedingly wary of the situation of the city at the moment and can’t understand why they cannot be left in peace. 


Essentials are just not available as there are no markets that are open or ready to stay open as there are strict restrictions on them. There is a severe shortage of basic commodities like bread, eggs and milk. Even drinking water is not available in these areas, not to mention tap water, which has always been a problem. There is also a particular danger to market owners’ safety as rioters are leaving no stone unturned in making life for these people miserable. However even in the midst of all of this, there are a few shop owners who are showing courage far beyond their capacities by opening their shops for brief periods of time in order to accommodate people in need. 


There is no public transport – buses or taxis – available. In fact, there have been very few vehicles seen on the road. 

However, things are getting slightly more relaxed and people are trying to get out on the streets, and spend their time out of the confinement of their homes; whether it is by involving themselves in sport activities or taking walks alongside the sea.

(By Shaza Nishat, Saba Musheer, Maryam Javaid, The News-15, 31/12/2007)
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