‘Why make people homeless?’

THIS is with reference to the article ‘Why make people homeless?’ by Zubeida Mustafa, (June 21).

Ms Mustafa’s article presented some shocking facts about forced evictions in Karachi. Forced eviction is the removal of someone from his/her home or land against his /her will and without the appropriate protections being given.


The United Nations Human Rights Commission has said that “.... the practice of forced evictions constitutes a gross violation of human rights, in particular the right to adequate housing’. The local government must ensure that its officials, as well as other actors in the municipality, do not carry out forced evictions. Even if a Pakistani law permits an eviction, this does not mean that it is consistent with the Constitution, international human rights treaties or Pakistan’s other legal obligations.

The United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has said that evictions “can only be justified in the most exceptional circumstances, and in accordance with the relevant principles of international law.”


Even in such ‘exceptional circumstances’, certain procedural requirements must still be fulfilled.


First, local governments (including city district governments, towns and union councils) must ensure, prior to any evictions, and particularly those involving large groups, that all feasible alternatives are explored in consultation with the affected persons, with a view to avoiding, or at least minimising, the need to use force.


Second, evictions should not result in rendering individuals homeless or vulnerable to the violation of other human rights. The governments must, therefore, ensure that adequate alternative housing is available to affected persons and compensations of damage of property and land must be awarded as per market value.


Finally, in those rare cases where eviction is considered justified, it must be carried out in strict compliance with additional relevant provisions of international human rights law and in accordance with general principles of reasonableness and proportionality. These include:


1. Adequate and reasonable notice to be given to all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of eviction.

2. Information on the proposed evictions and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose for which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those affected.

3. Government officials or their representatives to be present during any eviction, especially where groups of people are involved.

4. All persons carrying out the eviction to be properly identified and evolving a transparent way of compensations.

5. Evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night, unless the affected persons consent otherwise.

6. Provision of legal remedies.

7. Provision, where possible, of legal aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from courts.


The recent evictions in Karachi showed the government has ignored or violated all these basic principles, and settlements were raided like an enemy’s land in a brutal way.

I hope the government will restrain demolishing any further settlements. Along with this, there is a need to introduce a proper housing policy which will resolve the issue of illegal land-grabbing forever.


KHURAM MUNIR, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 02/07/2006)

Encroachments affecting work to clean drains


KARACHI, July 2: A total of 1.25 million cubic feet garbage and sewage has so far been removed during the cleaning of storm water drains, on the directive of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.

It is estimated that about 4 million cubic feet more sewage would be pulled from big drains.

This was informed to the acting Managing Director KWSB, Shahid Saleem, during inspection of the ongoing cleanliness work in various areas, said a statement of the KWSB here on Sunday.


During his visit to Saddar area, he was told that due to encroachments immense difficulties were being faced by the relevant staff to clean some sections of the nullahs. Mr Saleem was told that the width of the nullah at Moulvi Tameezuddin Road and Hijrat Colony was decreased due to encroachments and laying of pipes in it; hence the flow of nullah was severely affected.


During the visit to Soldier Bazaar nullah, he was told that major parts of this 26,000-feet nullah were blocked or affected due to encroachments. He was told that four out of five channels of the nullah near the PIDC Bridge were blocked and during the rains, water would overflow and affect the nearby localities.


During inspection of Kalri nullah in Lyari, he was told that Keamari town administration was constructing culverts in Mohammadi Colony, which had closed the nullah causing sewers to overflow in few parts of Lyari and the situation would get even worse during the monsoon rains. The acting KWSB chief was told that some elements of Mohammadi Colony were opposing cleaning of the nullah and in this regard the town administration had been asked to seek help from police.

The acting chief of the KWSB asked all the concerned officials to remove the encroachments with the help of the police and the town administrations.

(Dawn-14, 03/07/2006)

Environment vs encroachments


THE Capital Development Authority (CDA) is at its fullest swing these days in order to beautify the capital. So far so good (at least rhetorically). The scope of this campaign has spread to the city’s suburbs as well, especially zone IV. Here, it is more being referred to as an ‘anti-encroachment drive’.

Obviously, to discourage any (non)sense of possession. Ironically, what prevails is merely a shift of that very sense of forced possession of the land from the hands of the mafia to those of the functionaries. One expects that the CDA will now show an attitude towards owning the zone rather than just snatching possessions through establishing its writ (which has become the most ‘in’ thing across the fabric of state governance these days).

Contrary to what is being provided to the urban divide, a sheer lack of general amenities, such as an equally effective supply of clean water, electricity, infrastructure and janitorial services, in this side of the king’s tow, belies the too often aired melody of unbiased social cause.


Environmental issues are the most neglected of those mentioned above. Besides cutting of essential greens, other rather cruel practices are being let to prevail unchecked. Top of such lines is the illegal, immoral and ill-driven practice of fishing in the Korang river by mostly amateur anglers. What makes this sport seem obnoxious is the use of electric current, poison and even dynamite blasting for securing a handsome catch.


Only recently the ugly sight of the aftermath to one of such errands by a number of youths was heart-breaking. For weeks, a thick coat of carcass of all kinds of non-fish species choked not only the already thinning flow of water but the foul smell rising from it had a similar effect to the windpipes of the dwelling neighbours.


This is fast becoming a menace of national level. Adversely affecting/disturbing the energy flow patterns and structure of marine life, this practice, being exercised domestically, contributes to the global extinction of marine organisms. Especially poisoning not only results in direct pollution of marine environment, but the consumption of poisoned fish subsequently and undeniably diminishes the quality of general public’s health too.


It becomes all the more important an issue as that of embellishment. The government in general and the CDA in particular should equally enforce measures to stop this inhumane activity and make people aware of its negative effects. Surely, some sponsors may well be diverted to adopt hoardings bearing warnings and inspirations alongside the banks of the Korang river. Activating local policing towards this menace will further the cause definitely and doubly.

ANNY BUTT HAQANI, Islamabad

(Dawn-6, 07/07/2006)

Dozens hurt in drive against encroachments


ISLAMABAD, July 6: Dozens of people suffered bruises when police resorted to baton charge to control an angry mob of shopkeepers at Bhara Kahu here on Thursday. However, no serious injury was reported in the incident.

The incident occurred when an angry mob of shopkeepers put up resistance against the Capital Development Authority staff, who had come to demolish illegal structures. The shopkeepers tried to stop the CDA and police personnel from demolishing their shops.


The authority’s anti-encroachment department personnel along with heavy contingent of police bulldozed 100 shops and seized items and valuables. About two truckloads of goods, which remained undamaged during the action, were removed to the CDA office. The CDA staff also warned another 300 shopkeepers to close their illegal shops with next 24 hours.

(Dawn-2, 07/07/2006)

Where do the homeless go?

A small boy and his sister are perched on the pile of their household belongings collected by their parents moments before their thatched home was turned into a heap of rubble by the city governments demolition squad. A picture run by the newspapers on Thursday show the governments anti-encroachment campaign smashing through the huts erected along the abandoned railway tracks in Gulshan-i-Iqbal.


The same day newspaper reports say the city government has selected 100 points on certain roads to build overhead pedestrian bridges at a cost of Rs600 million. And that the plan to build the tallest building of the country is also being carried out. There are underpasses, flyovers, roads and several other mega-projects which keep construction workers busy, day in and out.


The denizens of this city are lucky and should be proud that these multi-billion-rupee projects when completed will enable the city to stand tall among its counterparts in the developing world. Funds for these projects seem to be flowing steadily. A report in Fridays newspapers says that Rs70 million earmarked in the last years budget for the purchase of animals for the citys three zoos the Karachi zoo, Safari Park and Landhi-Korangi zoo — could not be utilized and, therefore, lapsed. So, there are more funds than can be utilized.


When newspaper pictures show that a large number of people are asleep in parks at night, all of them have not been driven there by power breakdowns at home. Similarly, people sprawling in and outside hospitals are not necessarily attendants of patients admitted to these health-care centres.


Drive through Saddar at night and you will see how many people are lying on the footpaths in front of shuttered shops and other business houses. Why do people live in shanty towns, or katchi abadis, where there are no paved streets, no sanitation system, and no easy access to transport, water and power supplies? The answer is quite simple: they cannot afford to live at a better place. But, certainly, they cannot be allowed to go on living under these subhuman conditions. These spots are festering sores, blemishing the citys face, and cannot be permitted to gain permanence.


What the government is desired to do before it razes an illegal settlement, it should take a humane approach. Where will the displaced people go when uprooted all of a sudden? Will not the weather conditions aggravate their problem? Cant the government make temporary shelters for them?


It is not that all ‘homeless people are staying in the open. There are those overwhelming numbers of respectable people who live in rented houses out of compulsion and dream for a decent home of their own. These people with limited incomes face a dilemma. On the one hand, they think the month moves too slowly to keep pace with their fast depleting monthly incomes and, on the other, the day for the payment of rent comes too soon.


The governments so-called housing schemes apparently aimed to provide such families with shelters, in the end prove just money-minting gimmicks.

Take the example of the much-publicized Taiser Town housing scheme. The government says it is a great favour to the low-income people. Desperate people submitted applications for plots measuring 120 square yards months ago. And see how people were swindled! They were supposed to deposit Rs15,500 with the application for a plot. The applicants were informed that Rs500 of it was not refundable in case the application is rejected in the balloting process.


With the money of tens of thousands of people in its treasury, the department concerned has forgotten to do the balloting. What it remembers is to earn profits at the cost of the poor. And the application form says that it will take five years to develop and hand over the plots to their owners. The countdown will begin after the plots are marked and initial formalities are completed. People who have put in money into such schemes before may testify that these schemes take much longer time than the aspirants are made to believe when the applicant, if still alive, becomes the proud owner of his plot. And a mere plot of land does not means a home. There is still a lot of hassle to go through.


When will the department take the first step the balloting?

(Dawn-15, 10/07/2006)

Removal of encroachments at Sabzi Mandi ordered

KARACHI, July 16: The Kishan Chand Parwani Committee constituted by the chief minister to streamline the working of the new Sabzi Mandi and to check corruption in the market committee, has directed the market committee to remove encroachments from parking areas and all those allotments which were issued after the fixed date should be cancelled.

The president of Malir Wholesale Fresh Fruits Merchants Growers Association, Mohammad Javed, has asked the committee to pay a visit to the Sabzi Mandi for verification of ground realities and the situation prevailing in the mandi.


The committee, which was headed by former MNA Parwani, comprising former minister Abdul Hakim Baloch, secretary agriculture, senior member land revenue department, and secretary fisheries, has confirmed all allotments made by Brig Qadir including 180 KMC allotment after due date. However, 63 cases of the out-of-date allotment made by Col Javed Iqbal and 54 by administrator Abdul Jabber Abbasi and 109 by Mohammad Akbar Zardari were declared illegal and recommended for cancellation.


The committee has also decided that in cases of new comers, the area in vegetable section should be restricted to 120 sq-ft and in fruit section 300sq-ft. In case of excess area be deducted and allotted to genuine growers through balloting by the standing committee.

It may be recalled that the advisory committee on the affairs of the new Sabzi Mandi on Super Highway, which was constituted by the agriculture department in October last, was disbanded on the directive of food and agriculture adviser.


Meanwhile, welcoming the Parwani committee the stakeholders have appealed to the chief minister to include representatives of five Corps and National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to ensure its implementation enforced and implemented in letter and in spirit.


The committee was formed following reports of rampant corruption in the market committee and complaints of encroachment in parking areas and allotment of plots to more than one person and embezzlement in the money collected from vehicles as entry fee and etc.


However, when the AC asked the market committee to furnish details of the allottees, growers, and allotment to newcomers and details of entry fee and its record since the Sabzi Mandi was shifted to its new premises, and accounts of the market committee, along with balance sheet and etc, the advisory committee was shown the way in May.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-15, 17/07/2006)

Illegal structures demolished


KARACHI: On the directives of the chief controller of buildings, the demolition squad of KBCA razed illegal constructions in various city areas. The KBCA declared the transaction of plots in Aisha City Project in Hawksbay as illegal and warned the people not to make any deal in this regard. A KBCA team demolished the shutters of illegal shops and partition walls on residential plot No 3F 3/1, Nazimabad and illegal fourth floor constructions on plot No 3F 12/11 in the same area. In Orangi Town, the front-face construction carried out on Plot No 34 and 35, Sector 1C-E, without approval of the plan and in excess of plot area, was demolished.

(The News, 18/07/2006)
Victims of evictions struggle to survive


KARACHI, July 25: According to the Urban Resource Centre, which has studied evictions in Karachi since 1992, more than 64 per cent of school-age boys and almost 99 per cent girls forced to move to Taiser Town were taken out of school by their cash-strapped families.

Nearly 200,000 people have been displaced since work began on the Lyari expressway in January 2002.

A number of injuries and deaths have also been reported after people refused to move for the bulldozers, reports IRIN, the United Nations information unit, quoting the URC.


Karachi authorities bulldozed more than 3,490 houses in the first five months of this year to make way for the road, funded by a Kuwait-based company, which aims to relieve traffic congestion.

Critics of the project, including leading town planners such as architect Arif Hassan, believe that the human cost is too high a price to pay.


The URC said most of the 50,000 people affected had not received proper resettlement and compensation. Only a small number had been relocated to the Hawkesbay site -- another set-up for those evicted.

Moreover, media reports have suggested that some houses that did not fall in the expressway's path had also been demolished as part of a land grab.

Hawkesbay has few basic amenities and is 25km outside central Karachi, meaning that residents who move there effectively lose their jobs, access to healthcare and other facilities. Taiser Town is 30km away from the city.


Habiba Gill, a factory worker, said it was increasingly difficult to commute.

“We spend over Rs50 daily on transport. My husband and I used to go into Karachi to work,” she said the added that the cost meant that they could not afford to send their three daughters to school and they could `only rarely’ afford to buy vegetables.


URC Director Mohammad Younis said the centre’s studies had shown that about 30 per cent of skilled workers who shifted lost their jobs permanently, while others became jobless for a shorter period.

The provision of housing is a growing problem across Pakistan, most notably in big cities like Karachi, which has a population of nearly 14 million. More than half its residents live in unregulated settlements where piped water, sewage or other facilities are rarely available, the IRIN report says.


Miloon Kothari, the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, said in May that there should be an “immediate halt to all forced evictions” in Karachi, adding that there was a lack of public participation, inadequate relocation sites and excessive use of force during evictions.

UN guidelines require comprehensive impact assessments in advance of evictions and written notification to all those affected. As the controversy continues, dislocated people struggle to resurrect shattered lives.

(Dawn-18, 26/07/2006)

Illegal construction at Hindu Gymkhana

KARACHI, July 28: The entire structure of an open-air theater at the Hindu Gymkhana, which is protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Protection Act, has been demolished to facilitate construction of an over 50-feet high building at the site in violation of the Act, it is reliably learnt.

According to sources, the demolition has been carried out by the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa), the present occupier of the Hindu Gymkhana which intends to raise the building to have a most modern theater at the site.


The demolition and construction work is being sponsored by the government of United Arab Emirates, which has probably been misled or not informed that the activity by UAE contractors is illegal, the sources said.


The project site, Seth Ramgopal Goverdhandas Mohatta Hindu Gymkhana, is one of the most beautiful buildings in the city. It is a protected heritage site and nobody, including the owners, could alter, demolish or even repair, rehabilitate or carryout any construction activity under the Act, which prescribes long prison terms and heavy fines on violators.

A prior permission from the Advisory Committee on Cultural Affairs, which is headed by the chief secretary, has to be obtained for any such activity at a protected site.


An integral part of the Hindu Gymkhana, the open-air theater, was constructed in the first half the last century and its stage had a roof. But owing to the official neglect, the condition of the entire gymkhana building, which presents a good example of the mixture of Rajesthani and Islamic architecture, had deteriorated.


However, a few years back, the Hindu Gymkhana building was handed over by the federal government to the Sindh government which spent millions of rupees to restore its strength and beauty, but even the government did not restore or rehabilitated the open-air theater or its stage.


Some time back, the Hindu Gymkhana was handed over to Napa and from the very beginning, Napa had been trying to demolish the open-air theater and construct a new building at the site. The sources said that as Napa did not have the required funds earlier, the plan was delayed but as soon as a foreign donor was hooked, the demolition was started.

The sources said that to carry out construction in a protected building, first an NOC from the Advisory Committee is to be obtained after which the plan is to be approved by the Karachi Building Control Authority. The KBCA could not approve the plan without the committee’s NOC.


The sources said that Napa had managed to get the KBCA approval for the construction without getting the NOC. Even that KBCA approval is not lawful, they said.

The sources said that on the basis of this approval for “addition and alteration”, the entire open-air theater has been razed.


Responding to the Dawn queries, Napa Director Arshad Mehmood said that the original open air theater was in a dilapidated condition and was not in used. Therefore, it was demolished. “It was a solid structure and was difficult to demolish,” he added.


A new state-of-the-art theater, with a seating capacity of 165 Napa students, is to be constructed at the site of the original theater. The new building (having basement, ground and three floors) would be 53 feet above the ground and 17 feet deep basement. The Hindu Gymkhana building is just around 20 feet high.


According to him, the project is being sponsored by the UAE government and its contractor firm, M/s Technical Associates Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd, is carrying out the construction that is expected to be completed by December. Napa has obtained the KBCA approval for the construction and, according to him, the Sindh Culture Department’s permission was not necessary as it is not a heritage structure.


The KBCA Building Controller Zahid Naeem said that the Napa had been given the permission of addition and alteration but he was not aware if it had obtained the NOC from the Culture Department.


Additional Secretary of the Sindh Culture Department Rabiya Javeri Agha said: “The Hindu Gymkhana is a protected building under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Protection Act, and an NOC from the Advisory Committee is required if any construction is to be carried out in the protected building. She said that Napa had not applied for any such NOC and, as such, no NOC had been issued to Napa.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn, 29/07/2006)

Removal of encroachments


KARACHI, July 30: The Jamshed town administration on Saturday directed the trader community of Tariq Road commercial area to remove illegal encroachments and roadside stalls within next three days.

In a meeting with a delegation of Tariq Road Traders Association here on Saturday, TMO Altaf Hussainji Memon made it clear that if shopkeepers did not remove encroachments, action would be taken against them.

The meeting also decided to submit an application regarding night-hotels, while a hawker zone would be designed.

The Malir town administration, in collaboration with Aga Khan University Karachi, town health office and Sindh government hospital Saudabad held a one-day free medical camp at RCD Ground, UC-3.Some 3,000 patients were examined and provided with free medicine.

(Dawn-14, 31/07/2006)

AUGUST
Another protected site being demolished

KARACHI, Aug 11: The Captain House, a solid stone building in Saddar area which is protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Act, has been demolished partially while its owner, denying manual demolition, claims that the decaying old structure has started falling down.


Heritage lovers, calling various provincial authorities and Dawn, have reacted to the demolition work saying that this is the third protected building in Saddar area that has succumbed to the greed of those who have not only compromised on heritage but also on the law of the land. They wondered that the violators of law would always escape any action, arguing that this had only been encouraging others to play havoc with heritage sites without any fear. Many people, some of them having their residences or work place within the vicinity, expressed the same views when contacted by Dawn. When asked whether the structure had fallen down due to dilapidation, they revealed that labourers in a good number were seen carrying out the demolition work in the late hours during rainfall a few days back. The structure was without a ceiling and stone walls before they left before dawn, they added.


They said that the building was lying vacant for quite some time as the property had been sold out by its previous owners who probably intended to construct a high-rise at the site. Inquiries show that the solid stone building was owned by a Christian family that has sold it out recently.


According to the Sindh Cultural Heritage Act, nobody, including the owner, could demolish or carry out any kind of construction work in a building protected under the Act, which prescribes long prison terms and heavy fines on violators. Over 700 architecturally important buildings have been protected under the Act.


Since most of these pre-partition structures are located in the down town areas of the city and the land on which these structures stand have become extremely expensive, their owners have been making desperate attempts to demolish the structures in violation of the Act to pave the way for the construction of new buildings on their sites, sources in the relevant departments say.


According to them, the owners of such properties now take proper course and first manage to get these buildings declared as ‘dangerous’ and then have it demolished.

The sources said that the new owner of the Captain House, Mohammad Asif Sakaria, had also approached to the Karachi Building Control Authority for the same purpose and had managed to get it declared as ‘dangerous’ and recommended for demolition, ignoring that it’s status was ‘a protected site’.


Mr Sakaria has now informed the KBCA that his building (SB 1-82) which was recommended for demolition by the KBCA’s Dangerous Buildings Committee has fallen down due to rains and the neighbours had been asking him to demolish the structure fully to avoid any casualty.

The KBCA, after getting this report from the owner, carried out a survey and prepared a report, and was now about to seek directives from the Sindh Culture Department on whether to allow demolition of the remaining part of the building.


Meanwhile, responding to Dawn queries, the Sindh Culture Department said that the Captain House was a protected site and in the list of the protected sites, it was at number 56. The department had also dispatched a team to carryout a survey. Before the Captain House, two other protected structures – Palia House and Olympia Building – located in the same vicinity have already been demolished.

(Dawn-18, 12/08/2006)

Demo by affectees of Taunsa Barrage

MULTAN, Aug 11: Scores of the people from among the riverine communities living alongside the river Indus held a protest demonstration at Taunsa Barrage against the alleged highhandedness of an engineering firm, which is carrying out the task of rehabilitation and modernization of the reservoir.

The protesters were the people who have been displaced due to what is being called the Taunsa Barrage Emergency Rehabilitation and Modernization Project (TBERMP). The protest call was given by a forum named Sindhu Bachao Tarla.


The protesters said that the local communities had requested the engineering firm, DESCON, not to carry out the work for long hours in the night because it caused disturbance to them, especially to their women, who had to sleep in the open after being dislocated.


But the firm allegedly did not pay heed to their request. Rather its staff reportedly started harassing residents of Allahwali Basti, a village that came into being after the encampment of the displaced residents of the project area. The matter led to confrontation between the firm and the locals. Resultantly, a case was lodged against some 15 people for allegedly hampering the construction work. Two of the accused were arrested as well.

Prior to resorting to the token protest on Friday, the locals held a meeting with the irrigation department sub-divisional officer Rana Afzal and local DESCON administrator Qazi Muzammil. The SBT officer-bearers said that the two officials had promised that in future the local population would be given preference in hiring workers and the World Bank guideline of doing the work only in the daytime would also be followed. They said the protest was just to demonstrate the resolve of the local people to get addressed their grievances.

The two officials have reportedly given the undertaking of sorting out all the issues of the local population lying pending with their respective organizations before Sept 15.

(Dawn-4, 12/08/2006)

City govt surrenders to influential encroachers

KARACHI: The decision by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to start digging ditches to drain water from the Clifton Teen Talwar area is being seen as an acceptance of defeat in the face of opposition from encroachers.

The city Nazim has earlier promised that he would clear the Frere Town Nullah, also known as the Glass Towers Nullah, which has been heavily encroached. 


However, earlier this week, the CDGK started making arrangements to look for alternative ways to drain the Teen Talwar area and other parts of the locality, owing to stiff opposition from powerful personalities who have encroached on the Nullah.


Among many other storm water drains in Karachi ‘Frere Town Nullah’ has been heavily encroached. Previous governments, including that of former city Nazim Naimatullah Khan, looked the other way as influential people built shops, gardens and houses on this Nullah.


While on one hand the Nullah is all choked with heavy silt and sewage that has not been cleaned up since years, on the other hand it has been encroached upon at various points.

The people, who reside in bungalows that are built beside the Nullah, have extended their lawns and boundaries of their bungalows over to that Nullah. This was not checked by the city government. 

“Katchi Abadis are poorly-known for encroaching upon the government’s land whereas these days, the upper class of our society isn’t afraid of grabbing land for their personal benefits, oblivious to the after-effects the whole society would have to bear,” says Perween Rehman, Director of Research and Training Institute — Orangi Pilot Project (RTI-OPP).


Perween disclosed that Nehr-e-Khayyam Nullah (125 ft wide) has been covered into a box drain on one side (15 feet wide & 18 feet deep) and the “remaining land might be reclaimed for plotting,” she fears.

“It makes no sense to build structures on natural drains as it can be anytime these drains would require to be opened. Also it’s important to allow the storm water to flow freely through these natural drains, otherwise happens what we are currently experiencing,” she says.


The Nullah starts from the other side of the Clifton Bridge and ends up at Nehr-e-Khayyam. The Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) official confirmed that this drain doesn’t come under their jurisdiction what it’s usually considered as.

In spite of the fact that the city government had announced that all the encroachment that has done over the city’s natural drains will be removed, 



The CDGK does not seem interested to respond on this Nullah, particularly as the concerned official was unavailable whenever contacted the Revenue Department of the CDGK.

The affected residents, after going through the water trauma, are now blaming the government for all that’s happened over the areas.


According to a press release, the Bath Island Welfare Committee, Clifton, has alleged that the government had sold out Nehr-e-Khayyam and other four storm water drains against Rs10 billion to the land mafia.

The committee has condemned the construction of commercial as well as residential projects that were built later on the Nullahs, further alleging that the government has no record of the retrieved money.

The committee has said that the announcement made by the city Nazim to demolish the illegal constructions on 63 storm water drains is not sufficient. They have demanded a transparent inquiry of the whole situation and have also asked for the compensation of the affected area people.


When contacted Karachi Building Control Authority, Deputy Controller of Building, KBCA, Ayaz Khan told The News that no construction has been done over the Glass Tower Nullah and added, “if any construction has been done near the Nullah, that’s not illegal,” as according to his interpretation, “the construction done on a plot that has been allotted as per an approved scheme is not illegal.”


Regarding usual construction procedure, he explained, “Before approving any construction, we always need to contact the KW&SB; only when they give the NoC, the KBCA approves the construction.” He added that if there was any such construction over the nullah, KW&SB would have allowed it.


On the other hand, KW&SB’s Chief Engineer, Infrastructure Planning and Development, Asoodomal says, “No construction should be allowed at least 15 to 20 feet far from a Nullah.”


The CE explained that ideally, natural storm water drains are to be kept open wide as their idea suggests, “But for this, our citizens need to be much sensible not to throw garbage in the drains what is being done in the city over the past decades.”


He says only this is the reason why these Nullahs have to be covered, “And consequently, we have plazas and towers over these Nullahs.” The CDGK announced on Wednesday that the KW&SB was laying four lines of 48 inch dia from Schon Chowrangi to Nehr-e-Khayyam and from Glass Tower to Schon Chowrangi to help drain out water from this area in case of rain fall.


However, people point out that such a pipeline is a waste of money as the city Nazim should instead be concentrating on clearing the Frere Town Nullah.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 25/08/2006)
SHC stays demolition


KARACHI, Aug 26: The Sindh High Court, recalling its previous order, stayed the demolition operation of four additional floors of a multi-storey building in Clifton Block-2 till further orders.

The order came on an application filed by owner of the Green Belt Residency against demolition action by the KBCA on court directives. The court on Aug 22 had ordered demolition of four additional floors of building on a petition filed by an NGO.

SHC's division bench, comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Munib Ahmed Khan, issuing notice to KBCA and the petitioner NGO directed both the parties to maintain status quo till the next date of hearing.

(Dawn-19, 27/08/2006)

SHC stays demolition


KARACHI, Aug 25: The High Court of Sindh on Friday restrained the authorities concerned from carrying out demolition of constructions raised on 26 plots in Ali Mohammad Goth, North Karachi.

The directive was issued by a division bench comprising Justice Anwer Zaheer Jamali and Justice Zawar Hussain Jaffery, hearing a constitution petition filed by 26 people seeking the court order to restrain the authorities from carrying out demolition action on their respective plots.

The petitioners submitted that they were the lawful occupants of their plots but had received warning notices on Aug 16 that their constructions would be removed.

(Dawn-19, 26/08/2006)

Anti-encroachment campaign in Bath Island

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) launched a high profile anti-encroachment drive on Saturday evening against some houses in Bath Island, who have constructed on top of the Frere Town Nullah. 

Possibly stung by news reports that the CDGK has bowed to pressure from the elite of the city, who live in this locality, the operation was launched swiftly and without warning. 


One resident said that she could count more than ten bulldozers that were trying to break down walls and fences erected by residents over the Nullah. 


Many people from Bath Island area complained about the operation. According to them, the operation on the Nullah was started late evening on Saturday without notice and was escorted by a large police contingent. 


Area people told this correspondent that the land was leased by the local government in the past, but in actual the lease had expired almost 10 years ago and today the operation was started without any earlier warning or information from the said department. They also stated that the current operation created lot of tension in the area as their children were playing in the said area when the CDGK suddenly started bulldozing the adjacent area of the Nullah. 

They told this correspondent that the City government might have something good for the people in their mind but the way they conducted the drive was questionable.

(The News-4, 27/08/2006)
Boundary wall of public dispensary demolished

KARACHI, Aug 27: The boundary wall of a public dispensary in Baba Bhit Island in Keamari Town has been demolished under the orders of an influential figure of the area, according to the local residents. 

The city government had handed over the dispensary to a pharmaceutical company, which had undertaken to manage and run the same on a public-private partnership basis.

Under the agreement inked in this regard, the building and the open space around the DMC dispensary will remain CDGK property and free medical facility to needy people will be extended through the dispensary.


It is also learnt that Sir Syed Medical University has agreed to provide free medical services to cater to the needs of 30,000 islanders.

The dispensary has recently been renovated by the firm and it is expected to be inaugurated shortly. However, the residents believe that an influential figure of the locality, who intends to grab the land around the dispensary, is creating trouble in this regard by getting the boundary wall demolished.

They urged the city nazim to order an inquiry into the matter and foil attempts by such land-grabbers to usurp the precious public property and use it for commercial purposes.


The former nazim of UC-4 Baba Bhit who played a key role in striking the agreement has also protested over the demolition and urged the government to look into the matter.

(Dawn-14, 28/08/2006)

Encroachments reappear


KARACHI, Aug 29: Encroachments have reappeared across Sehba Akhter Extension Road in Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town just a month after an anti-encroachment drive causing frequent terrific jams besides posing difficulties to the pedestrians.

As footpaths and about half portion of both the lanes of the roads have been occupied by shopkeepers and restaurants, the pedestrians are compelled to walk on the road, which is not risky but also worsening the already disturbed traffic flow on the road. As a result, frequent traffic jams on the road have become a routine.

On the complaints of area residents, town Nazim Gulshan-i-Iqbal had ordered removal of encroachments. But the encroachers have staged a comeback. The area residents say builders have also occupied the land reserved for footpaths and constructed highrise buildings in Waseem Bagh, UC-8, in convenience with the KBCA men.

(Dawn-18, 30/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER
Encroachments on Burnes, Frere roads

KARACHI, Aug 31: The width of Burnes Road and Shahrah-i-Liaquat (Frere Road) has been reduced to almost half owing to encroachments by vendors selling fruits and other fruit items, and only one lane is available for traffic flow.

Also the condition of the two roads has deteriorated to such an extent that vehicles can be seen moving at a snail’s pace.

A portion of Mohammad Bin Qasim Road was dug up more than four months back for undertaking development works and yet it was still lying unfilled, causing hindrance in the smooth flow of traffic.


Besides, hoteliers, barbecue and fast-food centers, ice-cream parlors, have put up chairs and tables on the footpaths and roadsides for serving food to customers, ultimately usurping the right of pedestrians.

The entire footpath of Mohammad Bin Qasim Road from Fresco Chowk to Jamia Cloth Market has already vanished owing to illegal occupation by shopkeepers. A former administration of Saddar Town had reduced the width of footpaths of both the Mohammad Qasim Road and Shahrah-i-Liaquat on the plea of widening of roads.


During a visit to Mohammad Bin Qasim Road and Shahrah-i-Liaquat one can see pedestrians, including children and women, walking amidst fast moving vehicular traffic and according to residents of the locality, a number of accidents involving pedestrians have already occurred near Jamia Cloth Market as drivers of buses, mini buses and coaches, who often indulge in overtaking and reckless driving, take a sharp turn while proceeding towards he Mereweather Tower.

 
Chaotic conditions continue to prevail at the turning of Jamia Cloth market as not only its footpaths have been encroached by vendors but the drivers of buses, minibuses and coaches have developed the habit of lifting and dropping passengers right in the middle of the turning and yet they go unpunished despite the presence of traffic police officials there.

(Dawn-18, 01/09/2006)

Encroachments main cause of city’s backwardness

KARACHI: Anti-encroachment drive can never take place in Karachi as it is politicized on one pretext or the other following which those responsible to remove all kinds of encroachments are asked to take it easy and keep all their tools and machinery at their offices.

The city Nazim had time and again announced to launch a massive anti-encroachment operation but it always went under the carpet owing to sudden emergence of miscellaneous hurdles and according to him encroachment is the main reason behind Karachi’s backwardness. The encroachment in Patel Para area is posing biggest obstacle in the smooth flow of traffic and not a single government dared to take practical action against the auto-rickshaw owners.


Whenever the City Nazim is asked about the anti-encroachment drive in Patel Para he simply gives a smile and says talks are being held so wait and see.

The City Council’s Presiding Officer Masood Mahmood told this scribe that it has been decided to remove encroachment from this city area at all costs and a number of citizens have appealed to City Naib Nazim to table a resolution in the City Council in this regard.


According to city government officials, Patel Para used to be among the widest roads of Karachi but for the last many years it has turned into a most congested spot for traffic.

The present City Nazim had always assured during his various press conferences that the citizens would soon see drastic action against the encroachments at Patel Para, however, no action has been initiated as yet.

Taking a daring step the city government removed some kinds of encroachments from various posh localities but a major operation against encroachments is not being launched.

It is unfortunate that whenever an anti-encroachment operation is started some political leaders or parties jump in the fray in an attempt to draw political mileage out of this extremely important issue.

(The News-3, 07/09/2006)
Four illegal hydrants removed

KARACHI, Sept 14: The SITE Town municipal administration in its on-going campaign against illegal hydrants has removed four unauthorized pipelines through which water was being supplied exclusively to some factories.

A spokesman for the Town said during a raid conducted by the TMA’s Naib Nazim Syed Badshah Khan on the directives of Town Nazim Izharduddin Ahmed Khan, it was found that hydrant mafia had been supplying water to some factories through four different pipelines which they had laid illegally in Golimar, behind a petrol pump.


All the four illegal six-inch pipelines which were as long as three kilometers had been removed while around 50 pipes which were to be used for laying another illegal line had been seized by the Town and an FIR had been lodged in the Pak Colony Police station.


In another raid, the Town’s Naib Nazim, accompanied by TMO Imran Aslam, took four workers of hydrant mafia in their custody on the charges of stealing water from pipelines for selling the same to some factories.

The Town Nazim Izharduudin hoped that with the removal of illegal pipelines from Golimar, the lingering water issue of the Town’s union councils No 1, 2 and 3, will be resolved.


SHORTAGE: A major portion of North Nazimabad’s Block `N’ (from Row No 1 to 12) is deprived of water for the last couple of weeks.

The residents of the affected area complained that although they had lodged a number of complaints with the KWSB official concerned, no measures have, so far, been taken to restore their supply.

They demanded of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s managing director to direct the officials concerned to restore their supply without any further delay as they cannot afford to purchase private tankers for a longer period.

(Dawn-18, 15/09/2006)

Encroachment on service road of Sharea Faisal

KARACHI, Sept 20: The trend of illegally occupying service road and green-belt area of the VVIP Road -- Sharea Faisal -- by the owners of roadside buildings and commercial organizations continues unabated and yet go unnoticed and unchecked by the officials of cantonment board concerned.


Besides, the number of jumbo-sized billboards being installed on either side of the road have increased manifold, posing a serious threat to the lives of those passing through it as a portion of such hoardings could be seen hanging on extreme right lane of the road.


As far as the Sindh Building Control Ordinance’s provision whereby it is mandatory upon a builder to leave 10 feet open space between the road and a building so that the open space could be used for future expansion of the road was also being openly flouted at a number of places on Sharea Faisal. One such example is that of a building being constructed adjacent to a mosque, near Awami Markaz.


During a visit to the road from Metropole hotel to FTC Flyover, one would see that a newly constructed building of a bank has not only put up huge iron fencing at the edge of the footpath but has also included the green belt area in its premises for using the same for parking purpose. Similarly, a hotel had been using a portion of Sharea Faisal’s service road as its car parking area while a long stretch of the same service had already vanished following its conversion into green belt.


Describing the service roads `public property’, they said that on the one hand, the width of a portion of Sharae Faisal, especially from FTC Flyover to Metropole hotel, had already been reduced from four lanes to three lanes owing to either conversion of service road in to green-belt or erection of boundary walls of some buildings all along the edge of footpath and, on the other, the trend of turning service roads into private property of commercial buildings was going on unchecked.

They demanded of the authorities concerned to bring immediate halt to such illegal activities, or else the day is not far away when entire service road of this VVIP Road will vanish, leaving no room for its expansion in future.

(Dawn-18, 21/09/2006)

Major fire destroys warehouse in SITE

KARACHI, Sept 22: The warehouse in SITE, where a major fire broke out on Thursday, remained in flames on Friday as the fire fighters are making all-out efforts to overcome the conflagration.

As soon as the fire broke out in the chemical warehouse, fire fighters of the city government reached the spot to extinguish it. Instead, the fire spread over the stored chemicals in an area of one acre.


Fire Brigade officials said that 16 fire tenders were still at work to extinguish the fire while the fire fighters of the Karachi Port Trust and the Pakistan Navy were also assisting the city government fire fighters.


Besides putting out the fire, the fire fighters were also trying to save the adjacent factories from catching fire. During the process, three fire fighters suffered burns and they were shifted to a hospital for treatment.

The nature of chemical could not be ascertained immediately and whether the factory owner had taken appropriate safety measures set by the authorities concerned.

However, the provincial minister for labour and industries, Adil Siddiqui, ordered an inquiry into the incident to find the cause of the fire and ascertain if safety measures were taken or not.

The minister also ordered the arrest of the owners of the plot and cancelled the allotment of Plot No F-526 and F-525-A, adds APP. He said that the losses caused by the blaze would be borne by the owners.


Ordering inquiry into the mater, the minister said that it should be ascertained as to how chemical godowns were constructed on these plots illegally while these were allotted for industrial purposes.

On receipt of the report of the incident, the minister reached the spot along with the CCPO and officials of SITE Ltd and supervised the rescue operation. Sindh home minister, city nazim and senior officials were also present.

MD SITE Ltd Shazar Shamoon informed the minister that the plots on Gas Turbine Road, were allotted to Akhlas Ahmed and Mohammed Hanif for industrial purposes.

(Dawn-19, 23/09/2006)

Demolition not at behest of official: CDGK

KARACHI: The CDGK has denied the alleged involvement of a senior officer in the demolition of some portion of B-B-Q Tonite restaurant in Clifton on Friday.

In a statement issued on Saturday, the CDGK spokesman said the city government had undertaken the development/construction of service road along Khayaban-e-Saadi starting from the turning of Nehr-e-Khayam.

To facilitate the construction/development of the service road, Works & Services Group of Offices, CDGK, has undertaken removal of all the encroachments in its alignment. During the demolition/removal operation, different types of unauthorized and illegal structures, including raised platforms, lawns outside bungalows, nurseries, had already been removed. 


The spokesman said, CDGK was receiving the charges from the restaurant on account of parking fee for the permission granted for allowing parking of their visitors on the specific/notified plot reserved for parking purposes.


“But no charges are claimed/collected from the restaurant on account of unauthorized structures.” added the statement.

(The News-2, 24/09/2006)
OCTOBER
BBQ Tonite becomes hot spot of another kind

KARACHI: BBQ Tonite has gradually become a Karachi institution with people of the city taking pride in pointing out this eatery that serves a number of mouth-watering dishes at a reasonable price. 

“I come for the ambience,” says one patron, who condemned the manner in which the City Government (CDGK) decided to tear down some of the restaurant’s structures in the parking area last week.


For its part, the CDGK says that there was no ill intention involved in the operation, which is being undertaken to widen the road on which the restaurant is situated. However, the owner of the restaurant has politicised the action by the government by alleging that the operation was undertaken at the behest of an official of the provincial government.


Sardar Rahim, the owner of BBQ Tonite, seems to think that the person behind this operation is a senior civil servant currently serving at the Sindh Governor House. Sardar Rahim says that Saleem Khan, the person in question, arrived at his restaurant some months back and demanded that he and his friends be accommodated both in terms of seating as well as footing the bill. And when this was denied to him owing to rush at the place on that day, he retaliated with the CDGK action.

It may be mentioned that many government functionaries, including beat policemen and others, are “accommodated” on a daily basis at the eatery.


That is one reason why, in the opinion of some, a lot of the restaurant’s transgressions, like serving food on a CDGK footpath and also constructing seating area for drivers on what is essentially a public car park, are ignored.


At the same time, Saleem Khan is not an ordinary bureaucrat. He is behind a number of city improvement projects in which the Sindh Governor, Dr Ishrat ul Ibad, has been personally interested. He is respected as a doer in the administrative service and has behind him a number of credible achievements. When contacted, Saleem Khan refused to comment on the allegations made by Sardar Rahim. He said he would not dignify the charges with an answer.


However, he did point out to The News that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is an independent authority and he could not be blamed for the acts which CDGK performs.

The issue has a political twist to it. Sardar Rahim is a central leader of the Alliance for the Restoration of Democracy (ARD). There are now also allegations of political victimization. The day the incident happened, some media outlets reported that it was done to “teach opposition members a lesson.”


But at the time of the incident, Salim Khan was busy elsewhere. Governor House staffers say that Salim Khan was busy in an oath-taking ceremony at the Governor House on the night the encroachments were removed.


But Sardar Rahim is adamant. “This is some sort of personal grudge of the officer who waited for some time to demolish my restaurant,” he added. In reply to a query he said that he was not served with notice in this context by CDGK or other authorities concerned.

He said even the Saddar Town Nazim had no knowledge why some portions of the restaurant were being demolished. He said even the town Nazim asked about map regarding demolition which the demolishing squad could not present him.


While replying to another query Sardar Rahim asked how such demolishing could be equated with demolishing of encroachment. “We pay Rs60,000 per month to Saddar Town for using the footpath,” he commented. He said this is not only a financial loss but psychological and emotional loss as well for him.


For its part, the CDGK has said that it has undertaken the development/construction of service road along Khayaban-e-Saadi starting from turning of Nehr-e-Khayam, opposite Boat Basin. To facilitate the construction/development of the service road, Works & Services Group of Offices, CDGK, has undertaken removal of all the encroachments in its alignment.

The CDGK added that as part of the clearance of the alignment, the concerned staff initiated demolition of structures which were illegally raised by the restaurant on the alignment of the service road. 


Referring to the claim of the owner of the restaurant, the spokesman said, CDGK was receiving the charges from the restaurant on account of parking fee for the permission granted for allowing parking of their visitors on the specific/notified plot reserved for parking purposes.


Many see it as a clash between titans, but are unclear who the other titan is. At the same time, it is business as usual at BBQ Tonite which continues to do roaring business, keeping its patrons happy. Possibly there are those who suggest some compromise has been reached between the powers that be.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-4, 02/10/2006)
SHC orders demolition of two structures

KARACHI, Oct 2: The Sindh High Court has ordered the partial demolition of two unauthorized structures in the Saddar Town.

A non-governmental organization complained that the owner-builder of a commercial complex on plot GK-7/100, Ghulam Hussain Quarters, Saddar, had constructed shops and godowns in the basement reserved for car parking. The petitioner’s counsel, Abdul Jabbar Korai, contended that the violation was so gross that it could not be regularized under any law or on payment of any amount of fee.

A bench comprising Justices Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery and Justice Gulzar Ahmed asked the Karachi Building Control Authority to demolish the shops and restore the parking lot within 10 days, failing which the controller of buildings should appear on the next date to explain the authority’s inability to comply with the order.


Another division bench comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Mohammad Afzal Soomro, meanwhile, ordered the demolition of the illegal construction raised by the builder-owner on compulsory open space on plot MR-1/66, Altaf Hussain Road. The builder has fully covered ‘cutline’ area of 20 feet and ‘setback’ portion of five feet in violation of the building and town planning regulations and the approved plan.

The violations have been confirmed by the SHC nazir, who inspected the site on a court order. The bench ordered that the open space should be restored within four weeks.

BAIL GRANTED: Justice Yasmin Abbasey, meanwhile, granted bail to Maulana Abdul Ghani, trustee and prayer leader of Masjid Farooq Azam, Juma Goth. It was alleged by a complainant that he attacked and killed Qadir Alias Babu Baloch and injured Somar Khaskheli over a land dispute.


Appearing for the accused, Advocate Nihal Hashmi argued that his name was included in the first information report 12 days after its registration and that he had no personal dispute over the property, which belonged to the trust administered by him. The court admitted him to bail in the sum of Rs200,000 and a bond in the like amount to the satisfaction of the trial court.


BAIL CANCELLED: The Sindh High Court on Monday cancelled the bail of three persons in a murder case, adds PPI.

Rana Ilyas, Rana Mushtaq and Zulfiqar alias Puppoo are charged with murdering scrap contractor Abid Tiwana on Dec 23, 2004 in Mauripur. They were earlier released on bail by the sessions court.


Complainant of the case Rizwan moved the SHC for cancellation of their bail. His counsel Chaudhary Mohammad Rasheed and Chaudhary Mohammad Ramzan argued that the sessions court erred in granting bail to the accused as there was sufficient evidence against them to prove the murder charges.

They prayed the court to cancel the bail of the accused as they were not entitled to it.

The SHC's single bench comprising Justice Mohammad Moosa K. Laghari after hearing the case observed that the case of bail was not made out against the accused and cancelled their bail.


Meanwhile, the same bench hearing a quashment application of three applicants in a police encounter case directed the trial court to decide the case of applicants till Oct 5.


Ghulam Fareed, Mohammad Lateef and Sajid were booked by the Baghdai police in an extortion and police encounter case.

However, the applicants contended that they were falsely implicated in the case by the accused in the Abid Tiwana murder case as they were key witnesses of the prosecution against the accused. They said police also exonerated them as no sufficient evidence was found against them.

The court directing the trial court to decide the matter till Oct 5 and adjourned the hearing till Oct 17.


Harassment case: A single bench of the Sindh High Court comprising on Justice Zawar Hussain Jafari on Monday issued a notice to the advocate-general of Sindh to appear before the court on Oct 9 in a case of harassment of a KWSB sub-engineer, Muhammad Zahir, by police, adds Online.


Mr Zahir had filed a constitutional petition in the SHC through Advocate Rizwan Nadeem. In his petition, he stated that the sub-inspector for investigation of the Sachal police station, Arif Iqbal Shah, had booked and arrested him in a fake kidnapping case about one-and-a-half years back. The petitioner further stated that the said police officer had obtained his 14-day physical remand.


Mr Zahir maintained that despite his innocence in the case, the said police officer had taken a bribe of Rs1 million from him and instead of setting him free under section 169 he had been freed under section 497 with the malicious intention so that he could be harassed repeatedly.

He also produced a report of a departmental inquiry conducted against the police officer on the charges of corruption and in the light of the said inquiry report he had been suspended from service.

The petitioner said that after reinstatement on service, Atif Iqbal had once again stated harassing him.


Justice Zawar expressing his annoyance over the attitude of the investigation police remarked that if the police meted out such treatment to a sub-engineer of a government organization then their behaviour to the common man could be imagined.


The court directed the SHO of the Sachal police station not to assign any responsibility to Atif Shah till the final decision of the case, adding that a case might be registered against the police officer.

(Dawn-19, 03/10/2006)

SHC orders demolition of flats on park land


KARACHI, Oct 12: The Sindh High Court on Thursday, vacating a stay in an illegal construction case, ordered the Karachi Building Control Authority to demolish five flats raised in parking area of multi-story building in Civil Lines area and submit compliance report within four weeks.

SHC's division bench, comprising Justice Mushiar Alam and Justice Maqbool Baqar, was hearing an appeal of Ghulam Mohammad who challenged the illegal construction of flats in parking area of Uzma Apartments.

The court earlier on Jan 28, 2004, disposed of the petition with directives to the KBCA to demolish the illegal flats raised in parking area. However, on April 6, 2004, the flat owners obtained ex parte stay order by filing an application.


During hearing of the application against the stay, it was contended by the appellants' counsel Rasheed A Rizvi and Syed Hayder Imam Rizvi that interveners have admitted the illegal construction of the flats in parking area in their affidavits.

The court, after hearing the case, vacated the stay and directed the KBCA to demolish the illegal construction and submit compliance report within four weeks.


CHEMICAL EXAMINATION: The Sindh high court on Thursday directed the investigation officer for chemical examination of remaining samples of seized charas within 15 days in a plea seeking directives against life imprisonment verdict in narcotics case.

Bilal and Dost Mohammad have filed a plea expressing dissatisfaction over the judgement announced on Nov 24, 2005, by a trial court which had sentenced them to life imprisonment.

The appellants were convicted in a case in which total 372 kilograms of charas had been seized by the police from a passenger bus arriving from Norther Areas to Karachi.


Saifullah, counsel for appellants, submitted that only two samples out of the total seized quantity had been chemically examined, though the report of the tests was positive, but 20 more samples out of total quantity are still unexamined.

The Division Bench, comprising Justice Anwer Zaheer Jamali and Justice Zawar Hussain, directed the investigation officer Fareedullah to send the remaining samples for chemical tests.

It was also submitted that appellants were innocent and falsely implicated in the case.

(Dawn-19, 13/10/2006)

Illegal construction; 

KBCA ordered to demolish five flats

KARACHI: The SHC on Thursday ordered the KBCA to demolish the flats constructed in the parking area of an apartment building in Civil Lines area after deeming the construction illegal. 

A division bench, comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Maqbool Baqar, vacated an earlier stay order granted in an appeal against illegal construction of five flats in the area reserved for parking in the multi-storied project of Uzma Apartments in Civil Lines. While vacating the stay the court directed the KBCA to raze the illegally constructed flats and submit the report within four weeks. 


The bench was hearing the appeal of Ghulam Mohammad, challenging the ex-parte stay order granted against the demolition of the flats in question. 


Earlier on January 28, 2004, the SHC had disposed of the appeal of Ghulam Mohammad against unauthorised constructions in the apartment project and ordered the KBCA to demolish the five flats in the parking area. However, on April 6 2004, the owners of Uzma Apartments project secured an ex-partie stay order against the demolition verdict by filing an application in the court under Section 151 CPC. 

The court, after hearing arguments from both the sides, vacated the stay and directed the KBCA to raze the flats in question and submit the report within four weeks.

(The News-4, 13/10/2006)
Graveyard occupied in Gulshan-i-Iqbal


KARACHI, Oct 13: Nazim of Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town Wasay Jalil said on Friday that the graves falling in the limits of Gulshan and Gulberg towns would soon be shifted to clear way for the Lyari Expressway.

He said this while visiting the land specified in Scheme-33 near Northern bypass for shifting of affected graveyards of two towns. Meanwhile, he took notice of encroachments on the land meant for graveyard in UC-13.


According to an official handout, one Yaroo Gabol has occupied the land. The Nazim directed demolition of the boundary wall erected by the encroacher.


Pir Illahi Bux Colony UC-3 Nazim Syed Liaquat Ali said on Friday that the UC had had cleared encroachments in its area and special attention is being paid to its cleanliness and development.

Liaquat Ali said that demolition of encroachments had resulted in smooth flow of vehicular traffic and greatly facilitated citizens.

(Dawn-18, 14/10/2006)

Bulldozing houses


THE process of bulldozing houses of the poor, particularly in Karachi and Hyderabad, appears to be a daily routine, as projected by the media in a recent action in connection with the bulldozing of houses of a Sindhi community, with or without legal authority.

In a province where 42 urbanised Provincial Assembly members have shown their existence to the extent that old houses of old Sindhis are being bulldozed. It is believed that even with legal authority there is a procedure of giving notices before houses are demolished, and civic bodies and the district administration must provide alternative accommodation to those uprooted.


The power-that-be has no eyes to see, no ears to listen to and no brains to grasp. There are many advocates and human rights activists, but no one has so far approached the court of law against such a legal or administrative order. Irrespective of the merit or demerit of individual cases of villages, one thing is clear that it projects a poor picture of a nation or of its component to the nationalist parties, senior citizens and wise people.


To avoid prejudices and to prevent unhealthy feelings between Sindhis and Mohajirs or between the government and the public, the best possible way is to take remedial measures. In this connection it is proposed as under:

— That a group of senior citizens or advocates may make out a case of all actions so far taken or proposed to be taken in consultation with respective nazims. In case of irregularity, the quarters concerned may be asked to explain. However, revenue authorities and kutchi abadi authorities should take up all such cases, authorised or unauthorised, and submit rehabilitation and settlement plans to the government forthwith.

— This action may be taken on a top priority basis, failing which it is quite likely that one should be prepared for a day when some powerful group/persons will talk the language of Mr Bush asking Mr Musharraf (9/11 issue) to behave or you would be converted into a Stone Age.

I would suggest that people of the same province should avoid any type of bickering as far as possible.

AGHA SHAHBUDDIN Hyderabad

(Dawn-6, 15/10/2006)

KBCA told to file affidavit in demolition case


KARACHI, Oct 16: The Sindh High Court on Monday directed the Karachi Building Control Authority to file a counter-affidavit in a lawsuit of Mohajir Quami Movement in respect of its demolished headquarter Baitul Hamza on next date of hearing.

Syed Abid Ali Jaffery, an office-bearer of MQM (H) filed Rs 8 million lawsuit against the Sindh government, the KBCA and others for causing damage to its headquarters Baitul Hamza in Landhi in May 2003.

His counsel, Sohail Hameed submitted that the plaintiff was the lawful owner of plots, bearing No R-1 to R-7, Sector 37-D Landhi, Karachi. The building of ground-plus-one was the central office of the MQM(H) meant for political activities.

He submitted that a campaign had been launched against his party since November 2002 to desist the MQM(H) from political activities.

He submitted that the plaintiff had applied for regularisation of the building plan of the property but no action was taken on the regularization application.

The SHC was also moved against KBCA action, he mentioned saying the matter was disposed of by SHC division bench in terms of the advocate-general's statement that the application was being processed, that it would be decided in accordance with the law and that the petitioner would be provided an opportunity of hearing.


As matter was taken up before SHC's single bench, comprising Justice Gulzar Ahmed, no one appeared on behalf of KBCA.

The court, directing the KBCA counsel to file counter-affidavit, adjourned the matter for a date to be fixed by office and continued the interim order, restraining the city and provincial governments from taking any coercive action in respect of Baitul Hamza.


Drug Cases: The Sindh High Court dismissed state appeal against acquittal of two men in drug cases on non-prosecution.

Nasir Khan and Mohammad Azeem were acquitted by Control of Narcotics Substance Court Karachi on Feb 26, 2005, as prosecution failed to prove charges against them. They were arrested by the ANF on Oct 13, 1997, from Karachi Cantt area for possessing 27kgs heroin.


Against the trial court order, State filed appeal and prayed the court to set aside the acquittal order and convict respondent.

As matter was taken before SHC's division bench, comprising Justice Rehmat Hussain Jaffery and Mrs Justice Qaiser Iqbal, no one appeared on behalf of state to argue on appeal.

The court, observing that the appellant had no interest in the case, dismissed the appeal.


Meanwhile, the same bench also dismissed state appeal against acquittal of 10 men in drug case.

Syed Rizwan, Mohammad Shakoor, Nafees Ahmed, Shakeel, Karamat Mashi, Manzor Masih, Maqbool Masih, Mohammed Naveed, Mahfooz Ali and Amir Younus were acquitted by the CNS court on February 24, 2005.

They were held from airport on Sept 17, 2000, and prosecuted for trying to smuggle 12.3kgs heroin. The court, observing that appellant has no interest to follow its case, dismissed appeal on non-prosecution.


Afaq’s statement: The Sindh High Court on Monday, recalling its previous direction ordered that evidence of chairman of Mohajir Quami Movement Afaq Ahmed, in his Rs.100 million lawsuit for defamation against the mill owner to be recorded.

Earlier, the court appointed ex-registrar of SHC as commissioner to record evidence of Afaq Ahmed in jail. However, the commissioner told court that counsel of defendant is not willing to cross-examine the plaintiff in jail due to his busy schedule in High Court.

MQM's Chief sued Mohammad Farooq, a textile mill owner, for falsely implicating activists of MQM in dacoity incident at his factory in 1995.

(Dawn-18, 17/10/2006)

KBCA told to raze 3 bungalows in Clifton

KARACHI, Oct 17: The Sindh High Court directed the Karachi Building Control Authority on Tuesday to demolish three bungalows built on a plot reserved for a public park in KDA Scheme 5, Clifton.

The order was issued by a division bench, comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah, on a petition moved by the residents association of Block 2, Scheme 5, Clifton.

They complained that a public park has been encroached upon by builders and developers.

They have raised a boundary wall and constructed three residential bungalows on plots D-16, D-18 and D-19 carved out of part of the area reserved for use as public park.


The court appointed its nazir to inspect the site. The nazir carried out an inspection and confirmed that three bungalows and ‘a power generation facility’ has been built on the site.


The KBCA said in its comments that the petitioners had not approached the court with clean hands and that they had also occupied land not belonging to them.

The authority’s counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan, requested the bench to order the Saddar Town municipal administration to demarcate the area reserved for the public park and authorize the KBCA to demolish any construction raised on encroached land.


Allowing the request, the bench asked the municipal authorities to demarcate the area and the KBCA to demolish the unlawfully-built bungalows and report compliance on Nov 2.


SC NOTICE: The KBCA, meanwhile, received a notice from the Supreme Court in respect of 17 bungalows alleged to have been constructed illegally in Blocks 2 and 3 of the Pakistan Employees Co-operative Housing Society.

The notices were issued on a complaint addressed by Mian Tariq Manzoor Pagganwala to Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry. The complainant alleged that 17 or 18 bungalows had been built in the two blocks illegally and that the KBCA was doing nothing to curb violations.

The CJ converted the complaint into a human rights case in the Supreme Court’s original jurisdiction and issued notices to the advocate-general, the KBCA and the builders for Oct 17. The notices to builders were served through the authority.


COMPLIANCE: The KBCA has initiated legal formalities for demolition of 13 illegally constructed buildings in Jamshed Town and one structure in Saddar Town in compliance of an SHC order.

The buildings facing demolition action in Jamshed Town are Al-Rahim Apartments, J J Luxury Apartments, Khizr Arcade, Zeenat Avenue, Kiran Apartments, Pak Nighat, Al-Azar Apartments, GRE 511/24 Fatima Bai Hospital, Garden East, GRE 511/22 Shahzad Plaza, GRE 511/23 Shahzad Plaza, GRE 343 Hussain Heights and GRE 352 Adam Heights.

These buildings were declared illegal and the KBCA in compliance of an SHC order had rejected their cases for regularization.

According to another SHC order, Rehman Heights in Preedy Quarters Plot No 22/4, PR-1, Saddar Town, is also to be demolished for violating the building and town planning regulations.


The authority has issued letters to all utility organizations for disconnecting gas, electricity and water connections.

The town nazims have been requested to get the premises vacated by illegal occupants through the police force so that the apartment complexes could be demolished without creating a law and order situation.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 18/10/2006)

Jheel Park Eid Bazaar cancelled

KARACHI: An Eid Bachat Bazar, which was to be held in the once famous Jheel Park by an event management company in collaboration with Jamshed Town City District Government, Karachi (CDGK), has now been cancelled over poor public response.

Many area residents and NGOs had also protested against the decision of the Jamshed Town Nazim to hold a bazaar in a park, saying it will lead to an eventual encroachment of the public park. 


When contacted, the event organisers claimed that the bazaar has been arranged in order to revitalise the old park which has been left languishing in a state of disrepair for years now. “The main concept of this Eid Bazar was to divert people’s attention towards the park once again,” said Arshad Siddiqui, the event manager. But this concept, it seems, has now been shelved. 

The once-famous park no longer functions as a recreational area and was eventually converted into the community kuchra kundi owing to the lack of an alternative dump in the surrounding locality. In fact, such was the level of neglect of the park that a famous rumour spread through PECHS, the surrounding locality, that the park had actually turned into a haunted area. 


Many maintain, perhaps due to its desolate state, that they have seen or felt the spirits around its premises. Siddiqui said they had proposed the idea of arranging events in the Jheel Park quite some time ago, dating back to when the Town Nazim had been newly appointed. 


Organizer Siddiqui told The News that another reason behind the arrangement of the bazaar, was that it would ease the congestion of buyers and pedestrians at Tariq Road, one of the city’s busiest shopping streets. The pavements of crammed street, usually packed with people, though particularly so with Eid around the corner, become difficult to walk along, especially with the presence of an increasing number of street-side vendors. However, owing to poor public response and the protests of citizens, the Jamshed Town administration has decided to take back its idea. 


Many had expressed the fear that shopkeepers would not pack up their shops and look for an excuse to stay on as this area is commercially very lucrative. “There have been many instances in the past where such people have taken over precious public space and the government has not taken due action,” said one resident.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 23/10/2006)
NAB issues notices to Sabzi Mandi encroachers

KARACHI: More than five dozens alleged corrupt growers and businessmen involved in the encroachment on plots and shops in the New Sabzi Mandi (NSM) have been issued notices by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) authorities in Karachi. 

The alleged corrupt elements in these notices have been directed to appear and explain their positions and roles in the encroachment of plots and shops and even parking areas and other sites allocated to the NSM administration. 


The reliable sources disclosed that the NAB had been issuing notices time and again in the past, but the number never exceeded 60. The accused had been avoiding appearing before the NAB authorities and the authorities now had contacted the Administrator, Market Committee, Ghulam Nabi Chakrani, to persuade these elements to appear, but the Administrator, in response to these queries expressed his inability to persuade them on the grounds that the accused were not available in the Market. 


The Administrator, it is learnt, has expressed his inability to direct the accused to appear before the NAB authorities as he was not in contact with them. On the other hand, the sources revealed the administration was planning to issue allotment letters to some 300 growers who were not allotted shops in the past (in 2001, when the Mandi was shifted). The growers and senior businessmen say that these were the old KMC allottees that deserved to be practically given possession of the plots, but in the existing circumstances, it seemed difficult to hand over plots and shops to these deserving people. 


They suggest that there must be some properly elected member of the provincial assembly to deal with the matter in fair and transparent manner. Some of the stakeholders even recommend that the allotment matter should be postponed till the forthcoming general elections so that duly elected legislators could look into the issue. 


The senior shopkeepers alleged that unelected advisers had done nothing in checking the alleged violations of rules and regulations in the NSM and instead backed more influential and corrupt elements. On the other hand, some of the opponents of the sitting administrator, secretary, adviser and other high officials in the provincial government responsible for the management of NSM’s affairs, have sent written applications to the NAB authorities and other legal forums concerned. The opponents allege that sub-stations allocated by the Karachi Supply Electric Corporation (KESC), big stores allotted for the management of the Market materials have been allotted to certain growers and businessmen who were the apple of the administration’s eye. 


Such acts, on the one hand, are illegal and on the other, unethical creating bad blood amongst the general businessman in the NSM. Another disclosure made by the sources is the clearance of payments on the part of more than 400 growers. These growers had paid all the dues against the allotment of their shops and stores in the NSM. They were assured possession of their allotted shops, but in practical terms, the management was quite helpless in their cases, for there were not enough vacant shops in the NSM so that all the stakeholders could be satisfied.

A senior stakeholder who requested not to be named said “The recent decision of the Lahore High Court (LHC)that has empowered the provincial government of Punjab to appoint only five advisors, a landmark verdict and this should also be implemented in the case of Sindh.”


Five years back, when the Sabzi Mandi was shifted, the authorities were given a sound legal document giving guidelines and directions to run the affairs of NSM in a fair and transparent manner. The document that was in a way a detailed judgment passed by the then Provincial Ombudsman, Justice (R) Haziqul Khairi, has not been implemented in letter and spirit. 


However in due course, the alleged corrupt elements found out some other ways and issued some new contracts under the heads of some new projects and this time the same people were issued huge salary under this new ‘project’. The question of non-appearance of sixty accused before the NAB authorities, was also breeding resentment among genuine stakeholders as they understood that those backing the alleged corrupt elements were using all their good offices to get the accused exempted from appearance before the NAB authorities.

(By Zabe Azkar Hussain, The News-4, 24/10/2006)
Encroachment of public road


ENCROACHMENT is common in our country and the worst examples are prevalent in Karachi.

In this city where corruption reigns, roads are quickly turning into parking lots after greasing some palms.

The newly-paved service road on Mai Kolachi has been taken over by a cab company that deems it their right to park their ever growing fleet of cabs right on the road while denying the surrounding residents the right of way.

The situation is worse, especially in the mornings and evenings when the whole cab fleet is parked everywhere. Will the authorities concerned look into this encroachment?

A RESIDENT, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 30/10/2006)

NOVEMBER
100 huts gutted in Gulshan-e-Iqbal blaze

KARACHI: More than 100 huts were gutted when a fire broke out in these makeshift houses near Aladin Park in Gulshan-e-Iqbal on Tuesday afternoon.

Area people told this reporter that a fire sparked all of sudden, reducing more than 100 hutments to ashes. People informed the fire brigade at which initially two fire tenders were dispatched to the site. Fire-fighters, sensing the gravity of the situation, summoned reinforcement. Six fire tenders were then rushed to the spot, which controlled the blaze in four hours.


Witnesses told fire-fighters that the fire erupted in a hutment when a kerosene oil stove burst. The flames later spread and engulfed all the hutments. Several hundred people residing in the burnt hutments were rendered homeless. However, no loss of lives was reported. 


ACCIDENTS: At least two persons, including a teenager, lost their lives in two separate traffic accidents in Quaidabad and SITE police jurisdictions.

Jahangeer, a 15-year-old son of Jumma Khan, a resident of Landhi, was run over by a recklessly driven hit-and-run vehicle near the Quaidabad Bridge while he was crossing the road.

The injured youth was rushed to the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where he breathed his last. The body, after legal formalities, was handed over to the deceased’s relatives.


Deen Muhammad, 50, a Biryani vendor and a resident of Gulshan-e-Ghazi vicinity of Baldia Town, was crushed and injured seriously by a speeding vehicle while he was crossing the road near Ghani Chowrangi in SITE police jurisdiction.

The injured was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. The body was handed over to the family.


Abdul Majeed, 50, a resident of Dhobi Ghat, Lyari, was crushed and injured seriously by a speeding motorcycle near his residence, while he was walking along the road. The injured was rushed to the Civil Hospital, where his condition was stated to be critical.


ARREST: The Drug Enforcement Cell (DEC) of the Customs (Preventive) foiled an attempt at narcotics smuggling. It claimed to have arrested a Malaysian lady, who was leaving for Hong Kong on Tuesday. They said they recovered 1.5 kilograms of heroine from her possession.

Sources in the Pakistan Customs told The News that a foreign woman appeared at the Customs counter at the Jinnah International Airport, Karachi, to leave for Hong Kong and during the Customs examination the staffs recovered narcotics from her possession.

The Customs staff arrested the woman, who later was identified as Lim Ahmoi, a Malaysian national, holding passport number A-15409753, and registered a case against her. The recovered narcotics were worth Rs10 million in the international market.

(The News-3, 01/11/2006)
Jumma Goth residents mourn over their bad luck

KARACHI: Living under an open sky, receiving little or no help from surrounding areas, the people of Jumma Goth are angry at the manner in which their huts keep getting burnt with amazing regularity. 

Some of the residents say it is deliberate. There is a marked difference of opinion amongst the dwellers, with some saying that their carelessness causes the accident. 

The fact is that earlier this week more than 150 affected families saw their makeshift houses near Aladdin Park turn to ashes due to a fire on Tuesday.


When contacted by The News on Thursday, many seemed frightened and confused about the incident, which burnt more 150 huts and seriously injured a young child and two women.

The mysterious fire broke out of fire on Tuesday afternoon. 

A few of the affected inhabitants alleged that someone is after their houses so that the land could be cleared of its inhabitants. 


Others said that it might be a carelessly thrown cigarette, which put so much of huts on the fire. However, all of them refused to believe the story that the fire started suddenly due to the bursting of a kerosene oil stove. 


Forty-five year old Mushir Hussain’s hut was one of the first to be caught in the blaze. A father of six, he said that he was out of his hut at the time of the fire somewhere around Nipa Chowrangi when he saw smoke emitting from their house. 

Mushir said by the time he reached the spot, the fire had turned many of the huts into ashes. He said that in his house the picture tube of his TV burst after spreading the flames all over the hut. This only made matters worse.


His family, however, was safe. Due to the manner in which their huts were constructed, it was easy for inhabitants to leave within seconds. It was harder, however, to watch their possessions turn to smoke before their eyes. 

Mushir Hussain originally belongs to district Rahim Yar Khan and he serves as Chowkidar at a local school. He claims that he made his hut some seven years ago.


Abdul Razaq is the first person, who saw the smoke coming out of the hut of Mushir Hussain. “I passed through the hut and saw smoke coming from it and I thought food is being cooked into the hutment.” 

He added that after some time “I witnessed that every side of the hut was engulfed by the fire.” Razaq said he tried to extinguish the fire by throwing a can of water but it was of no use.


Another affected man Muhammad Salim has a different point of view over this incident. He says this is not for the first time that fire has razed their hutments.

“This could not be a coincidence every time that whenever we complete the construction of our huts, fire breaks out again and again. This is at least for the fourth time that fire has taken everything that we own,” he said with anger.


Seven-year-old Shamir suffered serious injuries in this incident and the right side of face is badly swollen. Eighteen-year-old Azmat Bibi’s one side of the body also badly injured. She says she went into the burning hut to take out the Holy Qur’aan from it.  She says after being burnt she was taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where she got treatment. She says she bought Rs300 medicine from a medical store on the prescription of the doctor. 


Aged Uzma Mai mourns that she has lost everything due to the incident of fire and she has left only with only clothes, which she has on her back. 


This reporter happened to see how the people who live here ran to grab food when a vehicle came to drop some relief supplies. It was a free for all with the weak remaining with little or nothing.


There is anger amongst the inhabitants that surrounding localities remained unmoved by their plight. “It is as if we are not humans,” commented one man.

The Goth is surrounded by houses and apartments in the middle-income locality of Gulshan-e-Iqbal. 


Residents of Jumma Goth now say that it is the responsibility of the police to investigate and establish what was the reason of the fire.

Others only cry that they have lost everything they owned. For the government, these people do not matter much and therefore no one has bothered to ask about their welfare. 

As the days pass, the huts again start getting repaired in the hope that this time things will be different.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-2, 03/11/2006)
SHC orders removal of unauthorised structures

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Thursday reiterated its earlier orders for removing encroachment and demolition of unauthorised structures around a disputed building in the Clifton area within two weeks. 

A division bench of the SHC comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Syed Zawar Hussain Jafari was hearing an application of the contempt of court filed by Agha Syed Atta-ul-Allah Shah, chairman of Raah-e-Raast Trust against town municipal officer of the Saddar Town and deputy controller (buildings) of the KBCA. 


The application under the Contempt of Court Ordinance 2003 was filed as the earlier orders of the SHC division bench on August 22 in a constitutional petition by the applicant for removal of encroachments and demolition of unauthorised structures made around the building of Clifton Condominium were not complied with by the CDGK and other authorities. 


The applicant’s counsel said that in spite of the fact that the Naazir of the SHC had inspected the site of the building on June 23 and in total disregard to the orders of the high court issued on August 22, all the four passages between blocks A,B,C and D of the building were still encroached upon, the illegally constructed four shops on either sides of Block-D were still existing, the mandatory open space of the building was still occupied by construction of walls of rooms constructed by the residents of flats No G-16 to G-24. 

The applicant also pointed out that a restaurant functioning in the condominium, besides using the residential flats of the first floor of the building for its operations, also continued to illegally possess the public lawn/green belt for running the restaurant thereon. 


The court after hearing arguments of the counsels for both petitioner and respondents reiterated its orders and asked the authorities concerned to submit the compliance report within two weeks.

(The News-3, 03/11/2006)
Anti-encroachment drive in Shah Faisal Town


KARACHI, Nov 3: A grand operation would be started soon against encroachments in Shah Faisal Town and roads and sidewalks would be made free of illegal occupations to facilitate people in transportation.

This was stated by Nazim Shah Faisal town Mohammad Imran, who accompanied by Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan MNA and members of provincial assembly Abbas Jafery and Nishat Mohammad Zia, during their visit to UCs 5 and 7 to review ongoing works and public problems.


The Nazim said in first phase roads would be widened by removing encroachments from railway gate near Malir-15 and Shahrea Faisal opposite Quaid-i-Azam International Airport from Wireless Gate to Star Gate Service Road and afterwards encroachments would be removed phase-wise within a week from every area of the town.


Directing the anti-encroachment cell to devise comprehensive strategy to eliminate encroachments from driveways and footpaths, he asked to complete arrangements regarding drive.


Following the directives of Town Nazim Gulshan-i-Iqbal Muhammad Wasay Jalil, anti-encroachment team on Friday removed over 50 encroachments from major roads of the town.

DTO Land Mehmood Siddiqi supervised the operation.

The encroachments from NIPA Chowrangi to Safari Park and from NIPA to Sindbad besides Sahba Akhtar Road including LPG cylinders and carts were also removed.


Dengue lab: In order to undertake joint efforts to eliminate dengue virus, mosquitoes and ensure provision of medical facilities to affected people, Malir Town Nazim Ansar Ahmed Sheikh on Friday held a meeting with the government as well as private doctors to chalk out an effective strategy.

Speaking on the occasion, the Town Nazim directed them to set up a lab at the town office to be run under the Malir Town Administration.

He directed for forming a panel of doctors for running the lab. All necessary medicines and diagnostic tests of dengue haemorrhagic fever and others too be provided at the proposed lab free of coast or at minimum rates, he added.

He said the town administration would provide land for setting up of the lab, besides staff, workers and further cooperation.


Ansar instructed the participants to inform the town administration forthwith if any case of dengue fever was detected, so that early provision of blood, by the KKF blood bank, to the patient could be ensured.

If any doctor wanted to set up testing lab by installing his own machinery there, the required kits would be provided to him by the CDGK and KKF, he announced.


SEMINAR: In order to create awareness among masses about dengue fever, town administration Jamshed Town is organizing a seminar on Saturday Nov 4 at town office at 1:30 pm.

Jamshed Town Nazim Arif Ajakia will inaugurate the seminar while THO Dr Malika Alam and a large number of doctors, lady health workers and local residents will attend the seminar.

(Dawn-18, 04/11/2006)

Court seeks plan to demolish illegal buildings

KARACHI, Nov 8: The Sindh High Court asked the chief controller of buildings and the inspector-general of police on Wednesday to work out an action plan to evacuate and demolish all unauthorized buildings as ordered by it in 1998 and report compliance within two months.

The order was passed by a division bench, comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery, on a contempt application moved in the 1998 petition through Advocate Naeemur Rehman.


The applicants alleged that a comprehensive order passed on Feb 27, 1998, by a division bench consisting of the then SHC chief justice, Wajihuddin Ahmed, and Justice M. Roshan Essani, had not been complied with by the Karachi Building Control Authority. The petitioners had submitted a list of 35 buildings in Garden East and West, Soldier Bazaar and Jamshed Quarters but the court directed the KBCA to enforce its judgment all over the city.


The IGP, the district magistrates, the divisional commissioner and all the public utilities were told to assist the KBCA in carrying out the demolition operations. No third party interests were to be created.

The bench summoned the chief controller of buildings, Mumtazur Rehman Khan, to answer the allegation that the KBCA had failed to comply with the 1998 court order.


The chief controller appeared in person and claimed that the KBCA had made efforts to implement the court order but the main obstacle was that it did not receive co-operation from the police, the administration and the public utilities.


Most of the unauthorized buildings had been completed before the filing of the petition in the late 1990s. The then SHC nazir’s report confirmed the position. In fact, the CCOB said, the buildings had already been occupied and were sanctioned electricity, gas, water and phone connections before the order was passed. Yet the KBCA made genuine efforts to ensure compliance and wrote to all the agencies concerned.

Additional Advocate-General Rafiq Rajouri assured the bench that police help would be provided to the KBCA whenever required.

(Dawn-17, 09/11/2006)

120 illegal huts razed

KARACHI: On the directives of Korangi Town Nazim, Muhammad Arif, as many as 120 illegal huts were razed from UC-8, Zaman Town Kabbadi Ground, on Thursday. The demolition operation was carried out under the supervision of deputy town officer of the land department, Asif Jetha and land inspector, Abid Hussain. The town Nazim accompanied with Naib Nazim, Muhammad Quraishi, and Town Municipal Officer, Dr Mukhtar A Palijo inspected the ongoing demolishing work and warned that encroachments would not be tolerated and indiscriminate action would be taken against them.

(The News-4, 24/11/2006)
KBCA razes illegal structures


KARACHI, Nov 29: The chief controller of Karachi Building Control Authority, Mumtazur Rehman, on Wednesday said every citizen had responsibility to save the city from environmental pollution.

Addressing a public meeting at KBCA building, he called upon the masses to play their vital role in halting emergence of illegal constructions in their surroundings by extending cooperation to the KBCA. He issued directives to the building controllers of all 18 towns to raze illegal constructions without any delay.

The chief controller also listened public complaints and issued immediate directives to solve their problems.

He issued orders for removal of a cellular phone antenna tower, installed on rooftop of a house in Block-17 of F.B` Area, Gulberg Town.


On some complaints, he directed the concerned officials for taking measures against illegally-constructed Hajrah Building on Shershah Road, Chakiwara. He asked the officials to issue notices after physical inspection of illegal construction of third and forth floors on plot numbers III-7/3, 5C-3/25 and 5C-3/26 in Nazimabad.

On a request of an old lady, the allottee of a flat in Moon Avenue project in Surjani Town, Mumtazur Rehman directed the concerned officer to help her in provision of her flat or recovery of amount from Standard Builders.

Earlier, a demolition team under supervision of deputy assistant controllers razed illegal constructions of third floor at plot no. III-F, 16/9, constructions built at mandatory open area on plot no III-B, 14/9 and illegal constructions at plot no. I-B, 7/1 in Nazimabad.

(Dawn-18, 30/11/2006)

DECEMBER
Fishermen protest demolition of houses


KARACHI, Dec 5: The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) on Tuesday took out a protest rally against the alleged illegal demolition of fishermen’s settlements in Chashma Goth of the city.

Led by PFF Chairman Mohammad Ali Shah and Senior Vice-Chairperson Tahira Ali Shah, participants of the rally raised slogans against the authorities concerned and strongly condemned the action.


Carrying banners and placards inscribed with slogans against the demolition of their houses, the angry protesters, including women and children, marched on the streets towards Korangi fish harbour.


After a three-kilometre march, they staged a sit-in in front of the harbour gate. The sit-in disrupted vehicular traffic for about an hour.


Later, Managing Director of the harbour Mr Munir Chachar held talks with the representatives of the protesters and assured them of all possible help.

He was informed that their houses had been razed without issuance of a notice in advance. The aggrieved fishermen told him that the land which the harbour authorities claimed as the Korangi fish harbour property was their ancestral land.

(Dawn-18, 06/12/2006)

SHC orders demolition of illegal structure

KARACHI, Dec 7: The Sindh High Court ordered on Thursday prompt demolition of an unauthorised structure and directed the crimes branch to conduct an inquiry into the alleged fabrication of documents by the builder to substantiate his case.


Builder Noman instituted a suit challenging a demolition notice issued by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) for building a third floor in violation of the sanctioned plan of a one unit, ground-plus-two-floor bungalow for plot number 50, Block 3, Bihar Muslim Cooperative Housing Society, near Bahadurabad, and obtained an interim stay order.

He claimed that he had submitted a regularisation plan and paid the requisite fee. The builder prayed that the KBCA be asked to process his application for regularisation instead of issuing a demolition notice.


The KBCA joined the proceedings in response to the court’s notice. Its counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan, maintained that the regularisation plea had been taken only to make out a case for an ‘ex parte’ interim order. According to the KBCA record, no regularisation application was pending before it. The builder has, in fact, started construction of a fourth unauthorised floor under the cover of stay order during the Eidul Azha holidays.


The authority said the builder and his men harassed its demolition squad and threw hot water on it from the top floor. It moved a contempt application against the builder for abusing the process of law.


The builder produced a bank receipt for Rs61, 926 to assert that he had paid the regularisation fee and submitted an application. He also presented an acknowledgement slip evidencing receipt of the regularisation application by the KBCA. The court extended the stay order and appointed a commissioner to inspect the site. The commissioner confirmed the construction of unauthorised floors.


The KBCA checked its record and also made inquiries from the bank branch, which allegedly issued the receipt for regularisation revealed.

According to an affidavit filed by Syed Asif Rizvi, deputy controller of buildings, Gulshan Town, the bank receipt and the acknowledgment slip were bogus and the builder had faked the signatures and seals. Justice Munib Ahmed Khan, who heard the suit and the contempt application, on Thursday ordered the demolition of the unauthorised structure and directed the KBCA to submit a compliance report within 15 days.

The Gulshan Town police officer was asked to provide all assistance to the authority in evacuation and demolition of the structure.


The crimes branch was asked to investigate the alleged fabrication of document by the plaintiff and submit its report within 15 days. The hearing of the contempt application was adjourned until after receipt of the investigation report.

(Dawn-19, 08/12/2006)

Three hurt as 50 huts on island razed


KARACHI, Dec 8: Centuries-old settlement of fishermen on the an island off Karachi coast were razed at noon on Friday, according to the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum. It claimed three persons, including a child, were injured.

“At around noon, officials of the concerned agency struck at the Bhandar Island and forced out the fishermen families residing in their huts, built centuries ago. In the two-hour operation, several local residents were subjected to manhandling for resisting the demolition of their huts,” the PFF release claimed.

The release said over 50 huts on the island were razed, and identified those who suffered injuries in the operation as Bashir Ali, Rajab Ali and Gul Hassan.


President Pervez Musharraf is expected to lay the foundation stone of ‘Diamond City’ to be developed on the twin islands next month. The PFF, meanwhile has summoned an emergency meeting of the Forum to decide the future course of action.

(Dawn-17, 09/12/2006)

The anti-encroachment drive

THE authorities concerned must be commended for their rejuvenated anti-encroachment drive in Karachi. Not many people would dispute the fact that unauthorised encroachments on many a sidewalk, pathway and thoroughfare in the city had been causing a great many problems not only for pedestrians and passersby, but also for the already aggravated problem of traffic congestion.


There isn’t a single locality that has escaped those whose push-carts or make-shift kiosks spring up like weeds on any vacant space they set their eyes on. A visit to areas like Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, Korangi, Orangi, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and Gulistan-i-Johar would endorse the observation. Hence, it is imperative the drive continue with missionary zeal.

Having said that, one can’t help but notice the way in which the anti-encroachment campaign is being carried out.


One fine morning, truckloads of officials storm into a specific area and start dislodging and dismantling canopies and small tents sheltering make-shift shops, sometimes overturning push-carts and screaming their lungs out at vendors.

This creates a terrible air of panic all around. It must be taken into consideration here that there should be a civilized way of forewarning the encroachers so that they could prepare themselves for every eventuality.

The issue doesn’t end here. In many localities people are accustomed to buying stuff like groceries and meat from temporary shops.


They need some time to get habituated to the idea that they should buy their necessities from regular shops. The sudden disappearance of vendors sometimes makes them jittery.


Last but not least, and perhaps more importantly, some people’s lives depend on selling stuff from the roadside. There’s the fruit chaatwala in my area, a gem of a person who has three children: two schoolgoing and one in college.

He makes ends meet by selling fruit salad, and a scrumptious one at that. He himself is a university graduate. Whenever I’ve had a chance to chitchat with him, I’ve found him to be a prudent individual, who finds tremendous dignity in labour. Everyday when dusk falls, he starts his business.


A few days ago, one fine evening when he came to his stall, it wasn’t there and was uprooted and taken away by officials concerned. I have yet to meet him ever since or taste his mouth-watering salad.


This piece does not intend to justify encroachments, not at all. They need to be eliminated no matter what. However, the drive should be carried in a manner that’s not chaotic and ways should be devised to accommodate those whose livelihood depends on small-time businesses. I know it would be an ideal situation bearing in mind the way our society works. But there’s no harm in dreaming.

(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-17, 16/12/2006)

Eviction of twin islands residents deplored

KARACHI, Dec 23: The Pakistan National Committee of the IUCN at a meeting held here expressed serious concerns over the proposed development of twin islands of Bundal and Buddo, said an IUCN spokesman on Saturday.

The PNC represents a forum in which official institutions of the federal and provincial governments, official research and autonomous bodies as well as recognized NGOs come together to work for the sustainable development and promotion of environmental values.


The participants suggested the media reports showing the government’s action to forcibly evict residents of the islands. They regretted that the government which had a duty to enforce law and order was itself violating the law.

They said the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act (PEPA) provided clear guidelines as to how to proceed on such matters. Therefore, they said, initial environmental examination and environmental impact assessment were essential prerequisites under the law.


Ghulam Rasool Channa, conservator of the Department of Wildlife, Government of Sindh, said he was taking note of the concerns expressed by civil society members and would convey it to the provincial government.


Tahir Qureshi from the IUCN in his presentation said the Bundal and Buddo Islands were formed by the alluvial deposits of the River Indus over several centuries. These islands are close to the municipal limits of Karachi. The frontage of Islands has sand dunes and mangroves in some areas. In the past, the entire area was covered with dense growth of mangroves.


However, due to change in the ecological conditions and over-exploitation, many mangroves have disappeared.

He said the area also served as a fishing ground for thousands of local fishermen. Flocks of migratory birds visit these islands for breeding, feeding and roosting. Realising the ecological, social and economic importance of these islands, IUCN Pakistan has designated this as a high priority area.


Mr Qureshi said that in the past as well, many government organisations formulated development plans for these Islands. The defunct KDA in the early ‘90s created a management plan for promoting tourism. The DHA earmarked these islands for recreational purposes. The oil companies which are conducting offshore surveys have also earmarked these areas as their base camps.

He said in all these processes of planning and development, local communities were completely ignored and never consulted.


Speakers said in three important dimensions – governance, environmental and social – the livelihood of local communities was at grave risk. According to estimates, about 4,000 to 5,000 boats navigate through the right and left side channels to the open sea. Korangi and Phitti creeks are located on these sides. Access to Korangi Creek would not be possible after the construction of the bridge that would connect DHA Phase 8 to these islands. Similarly, access to Phitti Creek would also be blocked with the development of a marina club and a PAF base, said a speaker.


PNC chairman Javed Jabbar, who is also Global Vice President of IUCN-The World Conservation Union, presided over the meeting. The country representative of IUCN Pakistan Sohail Malik, Dr Ejaz Ahmad, deputy director general WWF, Meher M. Nosherwani of Shirkat Gah, Mohsin Babar of Sungi, Roland de Souza of Shehri, Dr Samina Kidwai, Dr Saifullah, Ellahi Bakhsh Baloch, Ghulam Rasool Channa, Shahid Khan, Ikram Khan, Rafiul Haq and Nasir Ali Panhwar participated in the discussion.

(Dawn-17, 24/12/2006)

25 huts gutted

KARACHI: At least 25 huts were completely gutted when a fire broke out in Sector-5C-2, area in New Karachi on Sunday.

On being informed the fire brigade personnel rushed the scene and extinguished the fire after a struggle of four hours. 

25 huts were completely burnt in the fire while 100 remained safe and no casualty was reported. The cause of the fire could not be ascertained.


MISHAP: Three persons, riding on a motorcycle, were injured in PIDC area in Agra Taj Colony, Jackson when a car hit their bike. 

Babu, with his friends Faisal and Khalid, residents of Agra Taj Colony, Jackson area, were going towards there houses when reached the PIDC Bridge a taxi hit their motorcycle injuring all the three. The taxi driver fled the scene. 

Cell phones: At least eight mobile phones were snatched while 17 were reportedly stolen. 

Vehicles: A total of 25 cars were taken away by carjackers out of which eight were snatched, while 17 were reportedly stolen. Besides, 16 motorcycles were hijacked.

(The News-3, 25/12/2006)
Protest against demolition

KARACHI, Dec 26: Displaced families comprising women and children belonging to Elyas Goth staged a sit-in outside the Karachi Press Club on Tuesday to protest against demolition of their houses.

The village is an old settlement situated near Liaquatabad area along the Lyari Expressway route. Protestors said despite the fact that they possessed lease documents their houses were grounded by authorities and they were not being given proper compensation.


A women protestor Jehn Bibi claimed that we were living in a joint family system for four generations in a house consisted of four rooms but now I had been allotted an 80 sq-yards plot which I had to construct with a small compensation amount.

The protestors also claimed that the village was not included in the original survey report which was later revised to protect the interests of a particular community.


The rally was organised by the action committee of affectees of Lyari Expressway (Elyas Goth). According to estimates, more than 25,000 people have been affected as a result of demolition operation.

Expressway and authorities claim that they have been provided alternative plots in Hawkesbay and Surjani Town.

However, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and CBOs have complained of irregularities in the allotment of plots.

(Dawn-18, 27/12/2006)

Demolition operation in Ittehad Town

KARACHI, Dec 29: The government finally started an anti-encroachment drive by demolishing shops and houses along the 80 feet road from L-Block Chowk to the Eidgah Mor in Ittehad Town.

However, a number of people have complained that their shops had been demolished without any notice.


Amjad, a medical practitioner told this scribe that the work was started soon after marking on the walls and people could not even find time to move to safer places.


When contacted the contractor’s men on the site, Irfan, a sub-engineer rejecting people’s claims said that the work had been initiated after fulfilling all legal formalities and in proper consultation with local elected representatives.

It would be pertinent to mention here that the road from Eidgah Mor (Ittehad Town) to sector 12/E, Saeedabad (Baldia Town) is in a dilapidated condition with potholes all over it, increasing traffic problems.

The transporters have demanded of the authorities concerned to allocate funds for reconstruction of the road at the earliest.

(Dawn-18, 30/12/2006)
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