A message for Lahore

Ardeshir Cowasjee

THE Manghopir Road runs through the Lyari area of the great metropolis of Karachi and just off it lies a 1016-acre amenity plot, a sewage farm, known by all familiarly and lyrically as the Gutter Baghicha. It has also been referred to as ‘Municipal Gardens.’ It is classified as land to be used for municipal services, including sewage treatment plants, oxidation ponds, sludge ponds, pumping stations and main trunk sewers.


Over the years, with the administration of Karachi and its land mafia being what they are, some 1,000 acres of these gardens have been encroached upon by various individuals, factories, workshops and katchi abadis.


In January 1993, an application was made to the then Karachi Municipal Corporation by a body known as the KMC Officers Cooperative Housing Society (KMC-OCHS) for the allotment to them of 200 acres of the Gutter Baghicha on which a housing colony could be built. This enterprising private society comprises KMC officers, businessmen, and government officials.


True to form, in March that year the land requested was allotted by the local government minister (at the rate of Rs.10 per square yard). The chief minister’s approval was sought and on the way up the chief secretary Sardar Ahmad (then a good civil servant, now a nondescript politician of Sindh’s ruling coalition, the credentials of which are well known) noted his opposition to the allotment of amenity land for a housing society. His notation either never reached the chief minister or it was ignored, and on August 19 the deal was sealed with 200 acres being handed over to the ‘officers.’


On August 23, our battling NGO, Shehri, filed a Human Rights Case in the Supreme Court (6-K/93) challenging the conversion of part of the Gutter Baghicha for residential/commercial/industrial purposes. On August 28 the Supreme Court passed an order restraining the KMC from transferring in any manner any portion of the gardens.


However, in 1994, in violation of the court’s order, over 400 sub-leases were registered. The KMC-OCHS and its official and non-official cronies made attempts to start construction, but for one reason or another they did not succeed. Several officials of the present CDGK administration, including EDO(Law) Manzoor Ahmed, are members of the KMC-OCHS — a classic example of a conflict of interest.


One member of Shehri, a Lyari man by birth, who runs a computer training institute in that deprived area, is Nisar Baloch, one of our few ‘human rights activists.’ He has actively pursued the Gutter Baghicha matter and made a thorough nuisance of himself with the administration. Early this year, the Supreme Court once again took up Shehri’s petition together with a contempt application filed against the KMC (now the City District Government Karachi) officials.


Coincidentally, on April 11, Baloch, together with five companions, went to meet the Mauripur Nazim. After the meeting, as he was on his way back home, he received a number of calls on his cell phone from the SHO, Pak Colony, tracking his whereabouts as he moved. As soon as Baloch entered the Pak Colony he and his companions were arrested.


They were taken to the Anti-Industrial Crime Unit Cell at Garden Head Quarters, headed by SP (in plain clothes). In fifteen minutes’ time everyone except Baloch was released. The next day his family was allowed to see him at the Garden HQ. Amber Alibhai of Shehri got in touch with Senator Nisar Memon in Islamabad and asked him to help, which he immediately did by writing to the Inspector-General of Police, Sindh, asking him to look into the matter of the illegal detention. He received no reply. Shehri also contacted Capital City Police Officer Niaz Ahmed Siddiqui requesting him to help.


On April 14, the family was informed by the SP that Baloch would be released in two days’ time and he gently suggested that they cease asking people for help as it would get them nowhere. He cited the example of Ummat (a daily newspaper of Karachi) which for three years had written solidly against him to no avail and without at all affecting his position.


The IGP and Senator Memon both contacted the family and told them not to worry. On April 15, when Ms Alibhai rang the office of the CCPO for further information on Baloch’s detention, she was informed by his PSO that their office was not concerned with the matter. Apparently the SP had told the IGP that his office premises were being used by the Military Intelligence and that instructions had been received to keep Baloch in detention.


On April 16 and 17 various reports on Baloch’s arrest and detention appeared in the national press. On April 18, spirited Mrs Baloch informed the SP that the women of Lyari intended to sit and block the Mauripur Road until her husband was released. Nisar Baloch was released from custody that night at 2300 hours without any charge having been made against him. Since his release, he has received several threats and wisely has restricted his movements and does not venture out without a companion.


On June 7, Shehri received a letter from the office of the IGP informing them that Baloch had not been arrested.


The following remark has been recorded in one of the cases lying in the cabinets of the High Court of Sindh:


“That the CDGK is not implementing the directions of President Pervez Musharraf, given on 28/5/2002, to establish a citizens’ park on Gutter Baghicha. The CDGK/KMC has been conducting all kinds of ‘noora-kushti’ without achieving anything substantial to address the relevant issues....”.


History records that Sir Robert Montgomery, Lieutenant Governor of Punjab (1859-65), used to ride along The Mall and order that it be realigned if he found one tree blocking its planned route. But then, he was a member of a team of empire builders, not a member of the lethal clan of Gujrat now trying to destroy what is left of Jinnah’s Pakistan.


The destructors of Karachi firstly commercialise a residential area and allow high-rises to be built. They then find there is no parking space for the chaotic traffic and so try to take over parks and playgrounds and any open amenity spaces. So the ‘noora-kushti’ continues on and on.


Lahore should be grateful that Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry has taken suo motu notice of the planned massacre of some 10,000 trees and an enormous acreage of Canal Park land. The citizens must alert their rear-guard commanders. Young lawyers, Mansoor Ali Shah and Rafay Alam, and young architect Kamil Khan Mumtaz, who have spearheaded the ‘Lahore Bachao Movement’ should not be deprived of their liberty.

(Dawn-7, 02/07/2006)

The urban nightmare

The world is entering a historic urban transition; in 2007, for the first time in history, the world's urban population will exceed the rural population. Most of the world's urban growth -- 95 per cent -- in the next two decades will be absorbed by cities of the developing world, which are least equipped to deal with rapid urbanisation. In most Third World countries, growth in cities is synonymous with growth in slums. In South Asia, for example, annual slum and urban growth rates are 2.2 per cent and 2.89 per cent respectively, which means that 76 per cent urban growth in this region is in fact growth in slums.


This is the context in which United Nations held its World Urban Forum from June 19 to June 23 in the sanitised environment of Vancouver, Canada, thousands of miles away from mega-slums of cities like Mumbai, Nairobi and Karachi. The stated aim of the forum was to "examine one of the most pressing issues facing the world today: rapid urbanisation and its impact on communities, cities, economies and policies."


On the sidelines of the conference, UN-Habitat (United Nations Human Settlement Programme) also released its State of the World's Cities Report 2006/7. The report provides concrete data that shows that the world's one billion slum dwellers are more likely to die earlier, experience more hunger and disease, attain less education and have fewer chances of employment than those urban residents that do not reside in a slum. The report portrays a familiar picture of the urban apartheid in the developing world with two cities existing within one city -- "one part of the urban population that has all the benefits of urban living, and the other part, the slums and squatter settlements, where the poor often live under worse conditions than their rural relatives." The Report shows remarkable similarities between slums and rural areas in health, education, employment and mortality.


Many experts have noted that unlike nineteenth century Europe, the mega-urbanisation in the third world is not a 'natural' process resulting from industrialisation and 'progress'. The rising rural poverty, that no juggling in figures could hide, is creating a big push in the rural areas. This poverty, on its part, is linked to national and international policies that discriminate against the poor, particularly the rural peasants, in the name of economic growth and development. Policies of the industrialised world, together with IMF and World Bank debt policies, have imposed ultra-low prices on agricultural produce from poorer countries, bankrupting hundreds of thousands of peasants and small farmers. Many rich countries, that support third world governments and NGOs to fight rural poverty are not ready to provide fair terms of trade to third world farmers whose situation keeps deteriorating.


However, it is too convenient to lay all blame at the door of foreign governments. The main credit must go to the policies of efficient and enlightened rulers of the third world countries. Our own duly elected and fully democratic government of the 'Islamic welfare state' of Pakistan works overtime for the welfare of those who deserve it the most --- the rich and the powerful. Take the very hot example of the sugar industry, one of the most incompetent and protected of all industries, yet married to power and politics. After exploiting farmers for decades and forcing consumers to pay a premium for its incompetence, the sugar-industry government combine is now ready to attack and totally annihilate the cottage industry producing gur. Ideally, the government should have been running a campaign to promote the use of gur, which, apart from empowering farmers and providing employment to hundreds of thousands of rural workers, is a much healthier and organic sweetener. This cannot happen because it is not poor gur but the wealthy stepsister sugar that sits in the cabinet. Once gur is destroyed, sugarcane farmers will be vassals of the sugar industry forever. Any wonder cities will get a few hundred thousand new residents.


As a result of such policies, besides other socio-economic factors, peasants, farmers and artisans are leaving their lands, drifting towards the cities, knowing that even a 'marginal' city existence, as peddlers, beggars or even turning over rubbish tips, gives them a better chance of survival than a pitiful existence in the countryside. They turn to the cities, often not knowing that a new form of poverty, disease, discrimination and crime awaits them in the in their magnificent slums. Violence, drugs and child labour are the inevitable consequences of the magnificent way of life they are condemned to enjoy for generations to come.


Denuded of their ancient identities based on family, clan and caste, the young ones in the slums look to sectarian and ethnic groups for new identities. Some even end up in sectarian and jihadi militant organisations in order to give some meaning to their lives and find a better life in paradise, which is often the only way to improve their existence. Ask patron saints of these outfits for a list of addresses and you will find ninety-nine of them in a city slum.


Using ingenuity, energy and resourcefulness of the existing and potential slum dwellers, capable urban planners working under an efficient local government might have changed things for the better. But urban planning is non-existent and local governments, when functional, are ill-equipped, inefficient, starved for resources and well manipulated by the omnipotent puppeteers. The ruling wisdom, therefore, is to shut the filth out by creating lovely islands of prosperity, many being designed and developed by foreign consultants and firms. These heavens on earth need land, which has to be snatched away from suburban villages, at prices that are often thousands and at times hundreds of thousand times less than the market prices. When newly rootless and disintegrated communities ask where they can go, they are given addresses of a nearby slum. Perhaps, I should not be so pessimistic. Migrating to Islamabad the beautiful from a village in the Southern Punjab, I have landed full three hundred feet away from Maira Basti slum, inside a sector developed by the Capital Development Authority (CDA). Mercifully, my father was not a sugar-cane farmer.

(By Zaigham Khan, The News-6, 02/07/2006)
Misuse of protected sites


THE Sindh administration’s indifference towards the fate of the province’s heritage sites can be gauged from reports that local influentials have long been burying their dead in a protected graveyard in Hyderabad. The most recent of these incidents took place on April 4, 2006, when a Sindh home department official buried his father in the vicinity of the tomb of Mian Ghulam Shah Kalhoro, former ruler of Sindh and founder of the city of Hyderabad. What is particularly shocking is that the funeral went ahead despite the protestations of the archaeology department, which approached the area police in advance and asked for its help in preventing this illegal act. No assistance was provided. Instead, the police detained members of the archaeology department’s on-site staff when they made a last-minute attempt to stop the funeral. The department’s director subsequently brought the matter to the knowledge of the Sindh chief secretary but no action was taken. The former was later asked in writing by an official from the general administration department to consider ‘regularising’ the April 4 burial.


It has apparently become a measure of status in certain quarters to lay family members to rest in the historical graveyard of the Kalhoros who ruled Sindh from 1701 to 1783, a period of spiritual awakening and literary excellence that produced poets like Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai and Sachal Sarmast. Clearly, the site’s heritage status holds little meaning for the provincial administration, let alone the influentials who break the law with impunity. This is not surprising given the neglect being shown to Sindh’s more high-profile historical sites such as Moenjodaro, the Umerkot fort, and the Makli and Chaukandi necropolises. These are not just provincial treasures but a part of our national heritage. Notice of abuse and dereliction of duty should be taken at both levels.

(Dawn-7, 05/07/2006)

Preserving cultural heritage


SPEAKERS at a dialogue, organised by the Sindh Democratic Forum (June 5), have approached the Sindh culture department to protect the heritage of Hyderabad. They specifically mentioned buildings such as the old collector’s residence, Sindh University old campus and Dialdas Club as under imminent threat of being obliterated.


As regards the collector’s residence, now DC House, as reported in a section of the press, it has already been decided to build a six-storied complex in the open space of the bungalow, leaving a small built-up area of residence for converting it to a museum at a cost of Rs50 million, to house DCO and nine EDOs, along with their paraphernalia.


The old DC House (collector’s bungalow), Hyderabad, located right in the heart of the city, is Gothic architecture of historical significance pertaining pre-partition days. It comprises a gorgeous lodge surrounded by more than two acres of open space covered by lawns and numerous full-grown trees; a few are more than 100 years old.


Recently some of the ‘neem’ trees were declared by the Sindh forest department as the oldest in the province. Mr H.T. Sorely, a great admirer and an authority on Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai, as collector of Hyderabad also stayed in this bungalow from where he frequently visited Bhit Shah town on horseback out of reverence and research and produced magnum opus Shah Abdul Latif of Bhit: His poetry, life and times..


The city which only a few decades ago was famous for its evening breeze and several attractive parks/gardens now gives a depressing look, with lots of repulsive highrise buildings made up of substandard material, roads mostly dilapidated, shorn of trees with overflowing sewage and heap of garbage, atmosphere full with air pollution and uncontrollable traffic congestion.


In fact, very few open spaces in the city could be protected from the clutches of the builders’ mafia, that too either on account of being government offices or official residences. Now with the change in system, these very few prized possessions of the city are under attack of their greed.


The construction of six-storied complex in an extremely congested atmosphere will only create innumerable problems for the people. If accommodations for officers are essentially required, then the same can be built outside the city precincts.

I would urge the authorities to come forward and save Hyderabad from further ruination by immediately forbidding highrise construction in the open spaces of the old DC House and stopping slaughter of valuable trees.

In the larger interest of promoting art and culture the city government is also requested to preserve residency which is a heritage of the city and open it for the public to enjoy its glorious architecture and serene ambience.


ALTAMASH M. KURESHI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 06/07/2006)

Police grab school building

KARACHI, July 6: In a brazen act of trespassing, police have occupied a newly constructed double-storey school building where classes were scheduled to commence in August.

The city government has established the school in North Nazimabad Town in view of the longstanding demand of local residents. “It is shocking to note that the police have taken over the building before our wards could have a seat for learning,” some of the upset people of the area said.


Located in Block-F of North Nazimabad on Rasheed Turabi Road, the building has been constructed at a cost of Rs11 million put in by the City District Government Karachi over a period of three years.

It has 10 big classrooms, separate rooms for headmaster and teachers, spacious science laboratory, library, workshop, drawing hall and an auditorium.


The school project was formally inaugurated by provincial Minister for Planning and Development Syed Shoaib Bukhari on August 13, 2005.

“We were all set to launch teaching up to class X at the school, meant for 300 to 400 girls, from August 16 after summer vacation, but the occupation of the building by police has upset the plan,” said a senior city government official. The Education Works Department of the city government had been trying to sort out the issue for more than five months but in vain, he added.


The police have so far shifted a police check-post to the school building, but the residents feared their hectic activity and increasing operation indicated that they were in no mood to vacate the place. They also feared that their wards might be deprived of a great opportunity of having the high school education facility within the neighbourhood if the relevant authorities failed to get the building vacated from ‘these uniform encroachers’.


The Duty Officer of the Hyderi Market police post which has been housed in the school building said that after the police-post was dismantled at the previous site, the police found the school building ‘appropriate’ for their purpose.

“We know that the property is a school building and has to be restored to the education department of the city government, but there is no harm in using it as a police station till the time we get some alternative place,” he argued.


The school has been named after Haji Mohammad Zakariya and built on an ST plot measuring about one acre. In official files, it has been categorised as a double-section high school.

Police have been using at least two big rooms for their offices and some other rooms as retiring/living rooms.

Sources in the education department said that the building in question had been completed in all respects last year.


“In addition to undertaking new admissions for classes VI to IX, we have also planned to shift students of a school situated in Block-6, F B Area, to the new school,” said the source, explaining that the school building in Block-6 was in a precarious condition.

He maintaining that in order to avoid any harm to the students and teachers of that school, the government has already decided to reconstruct it.


Regarding restoration of the school building to the education department, an official confided to Dawn that all the forums concerned had been moved during the past few months.

He stated that a senior minister had also written to the authorities that the matter be sorted out, but nothing could make the police to quit the building, he added.


When contacted, the concerned DO of Education Works told Dawn that in response to a letter in January last, the than TPO of North Nazimabad had replied to him that the police had taken over the premises after getting permission from the town nazim.


The DO quoted the TPO as saying that a request in this regard had been made to the town nazim who gave the permission accordingly.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 07/07/2006)

Wapda officials in housing ‘scam’

LAHORE, July 6: The Wapda authorities have so far not taken any action against its senior officials allegedly involved in the scam of the Wapda Farm Housing Scheme, which was abandoned two months ago on the intervention of the authority’s chairman, Tariq Hamid.

Some of the authority’s top officials have been accused of being involved in illegal collection of billions of rupees from applicants (Wapda employees as well as other individuals sponsored by the former) even before the registration of the scheme under the law.


The scheme was abandoned in mid-May and the money of the applicants was returned (with a paltry interest paid on it) on the intervention of the Wapda chairman after the Security Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) rejected the application of the sponsors (Wapda’s top officials) for incorporation of a private limited company to undertake the project for failing to put in their equity and fulfil other necessary legal requirements. The chairman is said to have pointed out to the officials involved in the project the illegalities committed in the implementation of the scheme and the collection of money from applicants. But no further action was initiated against the sponsors of the scheme; they were let go scot-free.


According to details of the case, a number of Wapda’s top officials led by its member (power) and GM (admin) launched the Wapda Farm Housing Scheme under an unregistered company — the Wapda Housing Foundation. Plots measuring four, eight, 12 and 16 kanals were offered to Wapda employees and private individuals sponsored by them. The exact location of the scheme was kept a secret from the applicants, saying the disclosure could push up land prices in adjoining areas in case the company required more land in future.


The price of land was fixed at Rs1.4 million for four kanals, Rs2.8 million for eight kanals, Rs4.2 million for 12 kanals and Rs5.6 million for 16 kanals. The Wapda employees were asked to apply by March 11, 2006. They could also sponsor private parties, giving the scheme a commercial touch. A sum of Rs2,700 was charged as non-refundable membership fee.


An applicant told this reporter that “the (unregistered) company had collected over a billion rupees in application fees and 10 per cent as down payment, which was used to purchase the land. The issue is not the amount collected by the sponsors of the scheme, but the legality of the project. How could senior officials of a public institution like Wapda indulge in such an illegal activity, form a company without registering it anywhere, collect the money, use it, and make a profit from it?”


Ironically, the sponsors of the scheme, in order to accord it a legal touch and make the project sound credible, also launched a website in the name of Wapda: www.pakwapda.com. Besides, an email identity, whf@wapda.gov.pk, was also created. The address containing ‘gov.pk’ is exclusively reserved for government web sites. “It is nothing short of duping the applicants into believing that the project was owned by Wapda, despite the fact that it was a private initiative by a few officials,” the applicants said.


Another illegality pointed out by another applicant pertained to the attempt by the sponsors to get the project registered with the SECP as the Wapda Housing Foundation, a private limited company, with seven permanent directors, including the Wapda chairman as the proposed foundation’s Patron-in-Chief, member (power) Muhammad Anwar Khalid as chairman, GM (admin) Brig Muhammad Najam-us-Saqib as president, GM (C&M, power) Khalid Javed as director land, GM (project, North) Brig (retd) Mushtaq Ahmad as director development, DG (finance) Najeeb Tariq as director finance and Lt-Col (retd) Inam Ezad as secretary. The SECP, on its part, asked for personal equity of the sponsors before rejecting the request to register the company.


The sponsors, it is said, wanted to appeal against the SECP decision, but the Wapda chairman intervened, realising the illegality of the entire exercise. He was said to have told the officials to abandon the scheme and return the money to the applicants with the interest made on it.

“In the presence of the Wapda Employee Cooperatives Housing Society, there was no need for launching a new company,” says an official of Wapda.

“Any housing scheme of the authority could easily have become its subsidiary. But the sponsors of the farm housing scheme tried to make a private limited company, seeking permanent directorship for themselves by name. They avoided the established society because it holds elections according to its constitution and elects office-bearers. These sponsors wanted themselves to remain directors for life, thus turning a Wapda project into their personal property,” said an applicant.


“The authority had also sent a letter (secy/wh 6299-6499) to the chief executives of all distribution companies to arrange ‘wide publicity’ for the scheme,” the applicants contend.

“This was done to promote a private company to be owned by some officials of Wapda. The entire exercise was illegal right from the start and those who mattered kept mum, intervening only when illegality became too evident and risked catching the attention of NAB, the courts and the media. “The land which was contracted for the scheme was later sold to another developer at a hefty profit of Rs250 million,” allege some applicants, who also claim that the profit made on the sale of the land was pocketed by the sponsors.

“The sponsors deny having purchased land for the scheme, but then how did they identify the general area in brochures and other documents?” asks one applicant.


Normally such decisions are take by the authority collectively, not by individual employees. But, in this case, there was no decision by the authority to launch such a farm house foundation. “But some officials tried to manoeuvre the authority by taking advantage of their positions,” the applicants allege.

A detailed questionnaire was sent to the Wapda spokesman, seeking the authority’s official view on the issue and to seek interviews with those accused of wrongdoings.

The authority neither responded to the questions in spite of repeated reminders and phone calls, nor did it allow a meeting with those accused of graft, even after a lapse of 17 days. During the period, time for an interview with the Wapda chairman was conveyed to Dawn three times, but postponed at the eleventh hour.

The applicants have called for an inquiry into the matter and for action against those who allegedly tried to misuse the name of Wapda and the government for personal benefit.

(By Ahmed Fraz Khan, Dawn-5, 07/07/2006)

Shortage of graveyards assumes alarming proportions

KARACHI: Expressing deep concern over the scarcity of graveyards, top official in the city government said they were desperately looking for 500 acres of land for the purpose at three different places in town.

This was disclosed to The News by DCO Karachi, Fazlur Rehman, when his attention was drawn to the fact that City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, did not mention building of graveyards in the city in his post-budget 2006-07 press conference.


Fazlur Rehman said it was a real problem in Karachi and said the government was working full steam and that an announcement would me made in this regard by the end of the month.

Replying to a question, he said the previous Nazim did chalk out a contingency plan but at that time land could not be obtained for this purpose. 


The DCO said the graveyards would be built on modern lines. Chances of corruption pertaining to graves management would be minimised. It is worth mentioning that now dying in the city has become very expensive. 

There are only six graveyards in town with some others on its outskirts. There’s the Mewashah graveyard, Paposhnagar graveyard, Sakhi Hasan graveyard, Tariq Road graveyard, Essanagri graveyard near the Civic Centre and one is near Surjani Town.


The last-mentioned three have run completely out of capacity and the grieving relatives are wholly and solely at the mercy of the Gorkhan(undertaker). At Paposhnagar, multi-storeyed graveyards are available at a cost of Rs20,000 besides the expenses of funeral. The cost increases if you demand an ideal location.


Sakhi Hasan graveyard and Tariq Road graveyards have run out of space. Getting burial space here is an uphill task. 

According to a city government official, grieving relatives have to look for some source or influential person or grease the palms of the undertaker who is very arrogant and flatly refuses if the mourners fail to accept his terms.


Graveyards are in a horrible state with shrubs all over and no lights at night. Often these graveyards are used for evil supernatural rituals. There are reports of undertakers digging up old graves and selling bones of the departed. There are no water taps available to wash the graves, no proper sitting place.

Citizens have also fear of being robbed as there is no deployment of police at the graveyards. 

Some town planners say that Karachi, with a population of 15 million needs at least six graveyards.

The city Nazim has also not mentioned any allocation in the budget 2006-2007.

(The News-2, 07/07/2006)
School under police occupation


IT is not unusual for law enforcement agencies to occupy school buildings and convert them into their offices. But it is an altogether different matter when the police get permission from town nazims to ‘temporarily’ set up office in a newly constructed school building in Karachi — as was discovered on Thursday. Parents in the locality of North Nazimabad rightly fear that the police may not vacate in time for the new school session which begins on August 16. In that event, not only will area schoolchildren suffer but those from another locality, who were due to start their classes here while their building is being reconstructed, will likely be left out as well. This must not be allowed to happen. The concerned authorities must ensure that the police vacate the school premises well in time. They must also find out why the town nazim gave the police permission to move in. The police may be pressed for accommodation at times but it is bad practice to allow them to occupy a school building for temporary lodging. It is unclear in the present case whether the police authorities have actively been looking for a suitable location for their offices. If not, they must be told to do so and vacate the school building well before the end of the summer holidays.


This incident only reaffirms the authorities’ utter disregard for education. Rangers have periodically occupied school and college buildings and converted them into their offices for long periods. Efforts to remove them have rarely yielded any results. This kind of arrogant attitude explains why parents are in a state of despair. They fear that the police may prolong their stay on one pretext or another. The education authorities must use whatever clout they have to ensure that the matter is sorted out soon and the school session starts on time.

(Dawn-7, 08/07/2006)

Fresh details of allottees sought: Hawkesbay plots


KARACHI, July 9: The possession orders of Hawkesbay Scheme 42 plots would be delivered to the allottees at their fresh addresses through courier service.

The process for handing over the possession of plots to allottees of Hawkesbay Scheme-42 was reviewed at a meeting, held under the chairmanship of Lyari Development Authority Director-General Shafiqur Rehman Paracha, on Sunday.

The meeting was told that since this scheme was launched 22 years back, changes could have taken place in the details given by the allottees like existing residential address, telephone number and NIC number. Therefore, the allottees were advised to immediately submit their latest details with the LDA’s land department situated on the Fourth Floor of Civic Centre.


It was also decided that after compilation of details of existing residential addresses, the same would be immediately computerised and the process of sending possession orders would start accordingly.


The allottees, who have not yet paid their dues, were told to immediately deposit the same at Habib Bank Ltd, Civic Centre Branch through challan. On immediate payment, the allottees would not have to pay any kind of surcharge/late fee or penalty.

The allottees were informed that the LDA had issued a form with regard to their antecedents which they could obtain from LDA office, HBL’s concerned branch or LDA web site: 

www.ldakarachi.com.

(Dawn-15, 10/07/2006)

Requirement of NOC encouraging land mafia

KARACHI, July 12: The process of removal of encroachments on public properties, including amenity and ST plots and roads, has almost come to a standstill owing to delay being caused in the issuance of NOCs (No-objection certificates) by the Sindh chief minister’s secretariat.

Sources in different town municipal administrations said since the Sindh chief minister has made it mandatory upon the municipal authorities to seek permission from his secretariat prior to removing encroachments from their respective jurisdictions, a considerable time is being consumed in getting the required NOC from the CM Secretariat and hence the pace of removal of encroachments was being hampered.


“Even if we wish to remove encroachment on a road for its widening, we are required to send a summary to the CM Secretariat for obtaining an NOC, but in most of the cases such summaries remain stuck in the Secretariat for a long time,” remarked the Nazim of New Karachi Town, Mohammad Hanif Surti.


Asked if NOCs are required in the case of villages only, he said as a matter of fact the town municipal administrations are required to seek prior permission from the CM Secretariat whether encroachment is on roadside in the form of hutments or grabbing of amenity and ST plots by the land mafia.


Quoting an instance, the Nazim told a group of newsmen that in the wake restrictions imposed by the CM, the town municipal administration officials are unable to widen a busy road of the town as they cannot remove encroachers without getting an NOC. “We have already furnished a summary in this regard, but the required NOC is still awaited,” he added.

“How strange is this that although the width of a road has been reduced owing to presence of roadside hutments, the TMA officials who are willing to widen the road for ensuring smooth flow of traffic cannot take any action against those occupying public property unless an NOC is issued,” he deplored.


Prior to imposition of restrictions, vis-à-vis removal of encroachments, the New Karachi Town was widely acclaimed for its bold decision of retrieving over three-mile-long public property after demolishing even concrete houses although all those uprooted from there were the supporters of Muttahida Qaumi Movement.


Confirming that an NOC is a must for removing encroachers and those illegally occupying public property such as amenity plots, ST plots and even roads, officials of other town municipal administrations said such an `uncalled for’ restriction was, on the one hand, hampering the process of removing encroachments and, on the other, encouraging the land mafia.


Accusing some officials of the land departments and police stations concerned of taking illegal gratification from those illegally occupying public property, including roads, service roads and footpaths, they said no one can dare encroach upon public property unless they are patronized by the officials of land departments and police stations concerned.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-18, 13/07/2006)

Short pricing in real estate


APROPOS of the letters ‘CVT on immovable properties’ by Mr I. Z. Ahmed and Mr N. A. Khan (July 14), I should like to say that in buying and selling a property its declared value is its ‘book value’, called the “valuation table of an immovable property”, that is declared every year by the government in the annual budget. But the actual value of the property that is paid by the buyer to a seller is many times higher than its actual declared value.


This is why property prices have increased many times in the open market from its original price, as people who purchase properties in the open market have tons and tons of money in hand and keep on buying properties, one after the other, whereas a middle-class person cannot even think of having his or her own roof and cannot purchase a two-bedroom apartment due to highly inflated property prices.


The question arises: do the people who make annual budget in the country are aware of the fact that there are two types of rates of a property: one, which is declared to the government and the other which is paid to the seller of a property under the table.


As long as the government will not eliminate ‘black money’ from the property transaction, the prices of properties will not come down, rather keep on increasing.

The fact is that increase in property prices has nothing to do with economic policies of the country, nor does an ordinary person overnight become a rich person, but it is the sheer negligence and failure on the part of the government that despite knowing the miseries and agony of the shelterless people it has shut its eyes to the reality.


Thus the actual price of the property is the price that is written on the ‘deed of sale’ which is declared to the government, and not the amount, which is actually paid to the property owner.

He ratio and proportion of circulation of ‘black money’ in the property market is 75 per cent, whereas the official price declared by a buyer or a seller is 25 per cent. So who will take into account the 75 per cent amount of the property which is transacted under the table between the buyer and the seller?


Levy of two per cent CVT imposed by the government is on the ‘declared value of a property’ and not on the entire amount of the property transaction. Hence, if a buyer can pay to the seller 75 per cent of the property price under the table, he or she can also pay two per cent capital value tax, which is nothing more than peanuts.


To remove this distortion, we need to bring reforms in the real estate sector so that anyone who is living in rented premises should be able to buy property on the price which is declared in the ‘property valuation table’ and not on the price which is demanded by sellers.


The government should devise a policy to curb the parallel economy and black money in the country and make people accountable so that one person should be allowed to buy only one house or an apartment at a time. This will provide an opportunity for shelter-less people to buy a house or an apartment, This will also decrease the property prices in the market.


It is unfortunate that the ministry of finance, with CBR officials, has proposed to the government to impose withholding tax on drawing an amount of Rs25,000 from the bank account, but has intentionally avoided to have a debate in the parliament on the 75 per cent amount of black money which is paid by the buyers to property owners under the table, for which no one in the country is accountable.


SYED A. MATEEN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 17/07/2006)

KDA officials booked

KARACHI: The Anti Corruption Establishment (ACE) has registered a case against seven persons, including officials of the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) and Sub-Registrars, for manipulating forged and fabricated documents in collaboration with the KDA officials and started investigations.

Sources in the ACE told The News that the case FIR No 29/2006 has been registered in the light of an enquiry No 15/2006, carried out on the basis of a complaint filed by one S M Ahmed.

The complainant had submitted an application stating that Sahibzada Najmuddin Afridi, with the connivance of KDA officials and Sub-Registers, had manipulated his property by making forged documents, the sources said.


The ACE started enquiry, which revealed that a plot No 223, measuring 5555.55 Square Yards had been allotted to S M Ahmed, in Sector 23 of the Korangi Industrial Area, in 1965, and leased it out to him in November 1968.


In 1997, on the basis of an un-registered and forged Power of Attorney Faiz Muhammad Pathan, the Sub-Registrar, registered a Sub-Power of Attorney, executed by Abdul Rashid Awan s/o Aziz Rehman in favour of Muhammad Ilyas s/o Muhammad Afzal, the enquiry said.


Later, in 1998, Mohammad Zafar Baloch, another Sub-Registrar registered the conveyance deed executed by Muhammad Ilyas, in favour of Muhammad Anis s/o Muhammad Aamil and in September 2000, Nizamuddin Mallah, the Sub-Registrar, Karachi registered conveyance deed, executed by Muhammad Anis, in favour of Sahebzada Jamuddin Afridi s/o Sahebzada Muhammad Sharif.


The entire transactions of the property in question have been made on the basis of fake and forged documents with the connivance of Sub-Registrars and the above named private persons, the enquiry concluded.


The enquiry suggested that in terms of Section 32 of Registration Act 1908, the Sub-Registrar, by virtue of his power was not competent to register the subsequent sub-power of attorney, as the authenticity of power of attorney (as a first document) was not in conformity with section 33, of the Registration Act.


However, on the report of the enquiry, a case under Section 419, 420, 467, 471/34 PPC, read with the Section 5 (2) Act-II-1947 Prevention of Corruption Act 1947, has been registered against Faiz Muhammad Pathan, Muhammad Zafar Baloch, Nizamuddin Mallah, the all three Sub-Registrars, Abdul Rashed, Muhammad Anis Awan and Sahebzada Najmuddin Afridi, all private persons and Muhammad Ilyas, besides others including officials of KDA.

(By The News-4, 17/07/2006)
Public land in Lyari to be vacated soon

KARACHI, July 17: The municipal administration of the Lyari Town has started conducting a survey of public land being illegally occupied by unscrupulous persons and after collecting necessary data will recommend the city government to take action against the encroachers.

The survey work has already been carried out in the Darayabad, Nawabad union council areas besides Jekey Para where shops, workshops and other commercial establishments have been set up for many years and in some areas, parts of public land had been illegally converted into residential areas.


Town Nazim Malik Mohammad Fayyaz said after the removal of illegal structures, the vacant plots would be used for amenity purposes, adding that the commercial plots measuring hundreds of acres have been illegally occupied where they established their business ventures.

“We badly need land for development purposes to build parks, schools, colleges and community halls”, he argued, saying that we could save a vast area of land for amenity purposes if the CDC plots allotted for warehousing purposes in some parts of the town much before the creation of Pakistan and lease periods of many had been expired were not renewed and these plots may be used for amenity purposes.

He further stated that these warehouses exposing people to serious health hazards had been built in congested areas of the town and the area people hade been demanding for quite some time that warehousing business in the residential area be stopped.

A survey of the locality shows that most of these warehouses have been converted into small factories, where they produce plastic-made goods, soap, spices, confectionary and chemical items.


A CBO representative said these small industrial units had gone mushrooming in the areas due to the availability of cheap labour. It is observed that a large number of teenagers are working in these units without any agreement or facility, and they were let off any time without any prior notice.

The worst hit areas are Rangiwara, Singoo Lane, Usmanabad and adjoining areas of Nawa Lane where people are facing a constant threat of skin and respiratory diseases.


Area people say that most of these warehousing units had been granted temporary leases as far back as the 40s and 50s by the then collectorate but their terms of leases had been extended after every expiry period and they continued to operate on account of their high connections.

They said the lease period of some plots measuring hundreds of acres had expired recently but they were renewed once again.

(Dawn-18, 18/07/2006)

Rs2.9 billion for uplift projects in DHA


KARACHI, July 18: The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has earmarked a record amount of Rs2.9 billion for multifaceted uplift works in its annual budget for the fiscal 2006-07.

This was stated by DHA Administrator Brig Maqsood Hussain while presenting the salient features of the housing authority's budget before the DHA executive board.


A meeting of DHA's executive board chaired by Commander 5 Corps and the president of the board, Lt-Gen Ahsan Azhar Hayat was held at the Defence Housing Authority's main office here on Tuesday to approve the budget.


The DHA administrator said that the Defence Housing Authority had adopted an aggressive strategy based on a three-pronged approach to ensure speedy and substantial development activity in the DHA.

He elaborated that the development strategy was based on unleashing simultaneous work on refurbishment and up-gradation of services in the old phases, fast track development of phase-VIII and enhancement of civic amenities with special emphasis on traffic-ability improvement measures as suggested by the Nespak.


The administrator said that Rs1.5 billion had been kept for speedy infrastructure and services development of phase-VIII while Rs350 million had been separately earmarked for initial consultancy and survey work of 12,000 acres DHA-II land being developed astride Super Highway. The executive board approved in principal that some renowned private developer be tasked to undertake the development of DHA-II in accordance with a futuristic master plan.


Corps Commander Lt-Gen Azhar Hayat directed the DHA to focus all its energies and resources towards the improvement of the quality of life of its residents by providing them modern living environments.


The DHA administrator announced that the DHA Phase-II extension would very soon be opened for construction, which would unleash a new era of development and progress in the area.

He revealed that the DHA was actively contemplating to start a modern coaster service within the DHA to facilitate the residents and to put an end to the degradation of the environment by smoke emitting public transport in the vicinity.


The executive board was informed that the development projects to be started this year in the DHA included construction of flyover at Khayaban-i-Hafiz, upgrading of Zamzama and Stadium Commercial Areas, widening and upgrading of major roads, installation of new street lights at Beach Avenue, Khayaban-i-Shahbaz and Khayaban-i-Mujahid and construction of sewerage treatment plant (STP) in various phases of the DHA.


The executive board also accorded permission for the establishment of an Oral Cancer Treatment Hospital in DHA Phase-VIII.

Corps Commander Lt-Gen Azhar Hayat in his concluding remarks asked the DHA to ensure transparency and timely completion of all the uplift projects by ensuring versatile monitoring and supervision of the projects.

(Dawn-18, 19/07/2006)

DHA and housing scheme



RECENTLY the Quetta DHA invited applications for plots in one of its housing schemes. Application forms were supplied free of charge. However, a sum of Rs5,000 was charged as processing fee which was not refundable. Was processing done on supercomputers imported from the US, one may ask?

To put salt on the wounds, the unsuccessful applicants were deprived of prompt refund. It was announced that the down payment deposited in June by the unsuccessful applicants will be refunded by the end of July. After receiving the applications, the authority announced that the refund would be made in mid-September. Also, the widows would not be charged for processing fee.


The authority may argue that the terms were announced in advance and still there was a huge demand. Obviously, despite harsh conditionalities it was still an attractive proposition. But the question is, do we allow private sector organisations seeking share capital from public to keep application money from unsuccessful applicants for an extended period?

It is mandatory to simultaneously announce the result of balloting and arrange refund. If such an arrangement can be made in case of the private sector, why cannot they introduce the same set of rules in case of the public sector such as the Defence Housing Authority.


Balloting was due on June 30. The rumour is that somebody’s (obviously a favourite) name has appeared three times in the list of successful applicants. This is the reason they have not announced the result of balloting so far.


MUHAMMAD ILYAS, Quetta

(Dawn-6, 20/07/2006)

Christians seek protection of oldest cemetery

KARACHI: Members of the Christian Community have appealed for urgent revamp of the city’s largest cemetery, also identified as a heritage site. 

The community, one of the oldest inhabitants of Karachi, on Wednesday said the site, commonly known as “Gora Qabrastan”, located along a major thoroughfare of Karachi, was once noted for its immaculate maintenance, with graves of many native Christians, Britons, and other Europeans who participated in the two World Wars. 


Many of these graves beautifully developed with carved work on stones along with statuettes are still the hallmark of the cemetery, says Marie D’Souza. She, however, along with Peter Frederick, a young entrepreneur, referred to encroachments coming up at the site with total impunity, the final abode of so many. 


“We can witness boys of the surrounding localities playing cricket and football here,” Florence, a teacher, said, expressing her concern that many of the cemented graves and a much higher number of epitaphs were severely damaged. The threat was not only man-made but indifference towards its upkeep has also led to massive and thick growth of grasses and weeds. The community also drew attention towards the menace of water logging and salinity severely threatening the heritage site.

(The News-4, 20/07/2006)
Three die, 13 hurt in building collapse

LAHORE, July 20: Three people were killed and 12 others seriously injured when a three-storey building collapsed in Islampura on Thursday.

Two of the dead were identified as Nawaz, 38, and Shehzad Shafi, 28, while the identity of the third could not be ascertained.

The injured were rushed to the Mayo Hospital by Rescue 1122 staff of them where the condition of three was stated to be critical. The building, owned by Aleem Khan Lodhi, had been constructed before partition and was in a dilapidated condition.


Mr Lodhi, it is reported, had offered repairs of the building to his tenants if they vacated for a few days. But the offer was reportedly turned down.

On the ground floor of the rundown structure was a barber’s shop, the first storey was occupied by a beauty parlour while third one was being used for residential purposes. All the three dead, including barber Nawaz of Sanda, were sitting in the shop.


Nawaz’s family said he used his cell phone to inform them about the incident but due to delay in removal of the debris he could not survive. Eyewitnesses said onlookers and crew of TV channels created hurdles in rescue operation.

Punjab Emergency Service director-general Dr Rizwan Naseer says scientific method was used in rescuing the buried people as first of all debris was removed from their heads so that they could breath. They were also immediately administered drips.

The injured are Naseer, 30, Sarfraz, 45, Fareed, 20, Adil, 30, Shahzad Iqbal, 20, Shehnaz Bibi, 32, Bilal, 21, Mujahid, 26, and Ijaz Tahir 22. Two of the wounded could not be named as they were unconscious and there were no documents on them.


Meanwhile, district nazim Mian Amer Mahmood, expressing sorrow over the loss of life in the building collapse, urged the people to evacuate dilapidated buildings.

He said the district government had published appeals in newspapers before the start of monsoon to abandon rundown structures. The government even issued notices to the owners of such buildings, he added.

Mian Amer said such incidents could occur unless people cooperated with the district government.

(Dawn-5, 21/07/2006)

Uplift work in Taiser Town to be completed by Dec 2007

KARACHI: City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, said that the development work of Taiser Town Housing Scheme Phase-I, which comprises on 30,000 acres of land, would be completed by December 2, 2007.

While talking to the journalists during a visit to Taiser Town, he said the lucky draw of 80 square yards plots have already been held and the lucky draw of 120 square yards plots for Phase-II would be held soon.

He also visited a model house, constructed on 80 square yards with the help of cost efficient modern technology. Kamal said that American technology was being introduced in the housing scheme at low cost. He said with the help of technology the houses could be constructed in a short span of time.


He said that houses, which were being built with this technology, could stand against the earthquakes of intensity up to 6.5 on the Richter scale. He said the same company had constructed houses in Muzaffarabad and Azad Kashmir as well. He said the city government would help the deserving allottees to obtain loans from the House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC) and the local government would also keep a check on the quality and maintenance of the houses, being constructed by the private sector.

He said that a model house, on 80 square yards, would comprise on two rooms and a lawn and it would be completed in three and half weeks’ duration, at a cost of Rs0.35 million.

He said the model houses would have 40 per cent less charges as compared to the construction cost in the city. The city Nazim said the city government had invited 10 multinational companies for the construction of low cost houses and a few companies have already been provided plots for the construction of model houses.

(The News-3, 21/07/2006)
Is cheap land for pricey Mercs a fair deal?
ISLAMABAD, July 21: The Punjab government, on the instructions of the centre, is all set to acquire by force about 1,200 acres of prime agricultural land in the Sheikhupura district at a much lower than the market price for a Mercedes-Benz assembly plant by a locally-registered but hitherto unknown firm under licence from the German manufacturer, Daimler-Chrysler.

Discussions with officials in the federal and Punjab governments and company officials tell interesting stories of vested interests beyond stated objectives, unfair handling and even contradictions at all levels that reveal more mysteries associated with the project than proving it a pure automobile investment.

The project that would necessarily result in the eviction of about 250 families — who were allotted this land in Kot Pindi Das in Sheikhupura against their lost property in India as a result of their migration in 1947 — is a classic example of overstretching of the Punjab Land Acquisition Act of 1894 in the name of ‘public interest’. The law allows the government to take over private land for public use against compensation at market rates but not for private business, lawyers said.


Informed sources said the area under acquisition was beyond the needs of an automobile plant because it also involved 57 acres for a golf course, 50.5 acres for a five-star hotel, a 478-acre race track and 99 acres for expansion.


A legal document of the Sheikhupura revenue department did mention these facilities as objection raised by the landowners but did not address the issue beyond that. “There is no precedent of the government acquiring land for a luxury hotel, racing track or business venture on behalf of a private investor,” one of the landowners said.


The District Revenue Officer, Sheikhupura, notified in the Punjab gazette on February 7, 2006 that “the land is likely to be required to be taken by Coastal (Pvt) Limited … for the construction of assembly plant of commercial and military trucks and cars, it is hereby notified that land in the locality … is to be required for the above company and purpose.”


Subsequently, on June 19, the board of revenue (Punjab) approved land prices recommended by the District Price Assessment Committee for the 1,200 acres and fixed Rs125,000 for 64 acres, Rs300,000 for 430 acres, Rs350,000 for 657 acres and Rs425,000 for 47 acres. On June 24, the Deputy District Officer, Land Acquisition Collector, was directed to proceed further.


Before the project could take off, the residents of Kot Pindi Das – who are on the verge of being forced to hand over the land to Coastal Private Limited for Rs484 million at the rate of Rs400,000 per acre — organised themselves under a newly-formed ‘Anjuman Kissan Mutasrin-e-Mercedes-Benz’ to protest in Lahore and Islamabad, says Rana Ehsanul Haq who is one of over 1,500 affected persons.


Kot Pindi Das is an agricultural mauza along the motorway in Skeikhupura, just 18km from Lahore Courts. About two kilometres from this area in Kalar, Chamkey and Dargahi Gil, the government of Punjab acquired a 305-acre piece of land for the University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore, at a much higher price of Rs800,000 to 1.2 million per acre under the same act and did not raise any objection considering its clear nature of ‘public interest’ for providing technical education. This was only nine months ago and the prices have not suffered a dramatic fall since then.


In brief, the government purchases 305 acres for Rs317.3 million for a public sector university at about an average rate of Rs1 million per acre and now compare it with 1,200 acres for just Rs484 million at an average rate of Rs400,000 per acre for a business concern in the same area.


The owners of the land in Kot Pindi Das say that the government cannot acquire land on behalf of a private venture and that, too, at less than half the price. Mr Haq told Dawn that the market rate of the land ranged between Rs3-4 million per acre because it is right by the motorway and would go up further when a proposed inter-change is built at a later stage. Documents suggest the prime minister’s secretariat has already directed the ministry of communications to “allow and provide exit from the motorway (M-2) for Daimler Chrysler by the National Highway Authority”.

“This is highhandedness. The government is not even providing alternative land to us,” says Mr Haq, adding that “we are ready to be killed instead of being evicted from where we have been living since Independence (in 1947).”


“Why is the company not purchasing the land itself as a private transaction as the Honda Company did recently?” asks Mr Haq. The land being acquired by the government is much more than the requirement of an automobile plant. Honda Company purchased just six acres of land in Sheikhupura for its plant and the government had no role in that. The total cost of the piece of land purchased by Honda was Rs12 million at a rate of about Rs2 million per acre and that too a couple of years ago, he said.


Safdar Javed Syed, senior member revenue, Punjab, confirmed that the district price assessment committee had approved a price that has been challenged by some of the owners. The committee is led by the District Officer Revenue and detailed comments from the committee have been sought. He would not comment when asked if 1,200 acres were really required for an automobile plant.

A senior revenue official, however, said the requirement of 1,200 acres was sought by the Chief Minister’s Secretariat on the request of the federal government and the relevant provincial authorities were required to determine the price and complete the acquisition process. The physical acquisition would start upon the receipt of Rs484 million from Coastal-Mercedes joint venture, he said.


Nobody in the board of investment (BOI) – a federal agency responsible for investment promotion – is ready to discuss or defend the project. Senior officials contacted by Dawn said the whole file on Daimler-Chrysler project was not available with the BOI. A senior officer said: “The file is in the personal custody of Minister of State Umar Ghumman,” who has been in the United States for more than a month where he has family business interests. Dawn was informed that Mr Ghumman would be back on July 15 but he is yet to return.


On July 19, this correspondent once again contacted the BOI secretary, Jehangir Bashar, and asked about the whole size of the investment, its components including the hotel, golf course, etc and the land requirement. He promised to provide the relevant information and said one of his officers would get back with the information. An official did subsequently establish contact but only with the information that the minister of state was expected to return in three to four days and a meeting would be arranged then. He expressed his inability to be of greater help.


On June 15, Mr Ghumman had announced that Daimler-Chrysler and Coastal Group would invest $5.85 billion in Pakistan by starting production of Mercedes-Benz trucks, both commercial and military, buses and Mercedes cars of various types to create a vendor industry.


The group would set up its plant on 1,200 acres near Sheikhupura provided by the government. The investment would create 5,000 jobs directly and indirectly, said Mr Ghumman at a press conference.


Hafiz Mohammad Taqi Rehman Lakhvi, a local representative of Coastal Limited, when contacted, said the company had been stopped from issuing any statement in the press about the Mercedes-Benz project. He, however, said President Musharraf was personally pushing the project and had informed the company officials during a meeting on May 10, 2006 that he would himself inaugurate the plant on completion perhaps in April-May next year.

However, a company official, who requested anonymity, said the total investment to be made over a period of five years would amount to $1 billion and “not $5.8 billion as announced by Minister of State Umar Ghumman” and this would include the Mercedes-Benz plant for the production of trucks, buses and cars in addition to the whole vendor industry. The units would be imported in CKD form under the prevalent automobile import policy and assembled locally without application of a deletion programme.


He said 100 per cent investment, and all this is foreign investment, would be made by the Coastal Private Limited and Daimler-Chrysler had no direct investment. The German giant, he said, would provide engines and technical know-how of the plant and the costly Mercedes trucks, buses and E and C class cars would be marketed by Coastal under licence from the German firm.

He confirmed that Coastal and Mercedez firms have not yet signed any final agreement but have exchanged feasibility studies and initial MOU. He said the first truck would roll out from the plant latest by April next year and Pakistan army’s National Logistic Cell, Frontier Works Organisation and the army itself would be the major clients. “NLC alone has committed to purchase about 300-400 trucks every year for the next five to six years,” he said, adding the plant would produce 1,000 trucks on a yearly basis with a single shift that could be increased to 2,000 or more with double shifts.


He said the company would achieve 50 per cent localisation in two years and was expected to start production of cars after three years. He said a delegation of Daimler-Chrysler was expected to visit Pakistan later this month. He said Coastal Private was registered locally with majority shareholding of Sheikh Yousaf Mohammed Najibi of the UAE, whose Coastal Trading & Contracting Company LLC, Dubai, is a big company of the Gulf.

He claimed that in addition to a number of real estate, stock market and other investments, Sheikh Najibi’s investments in multi-billion-dollar Dubai Sports City (DSC) were higher than Abdul Rahman Bukhatir’s. This, however, could not be verified through an examination of the DSC website. About the debt-equity ratio, he said the whole $1 billion would be foreign direct investment with no local financing and hence it did not matter whether the amount was raised through foreign banks in the form of loan or equity.


The source confirmed that Coastal had also heard about the golf course, housing and hotel facilities, but claimed that his company could not do so under any agreement with the provincial government or the German auto-firm. He said the process for acquisition of about 1,050 acres was about to begin but agreed that his company would not need more than 600 acres.


Official documents of the District Officer Revenue, Sheikhupura, claimed that acquisition of land was taking place under section 4 of the land acquisition act of 1894 that made wishes of the public irrelevant in terms of “compulsory land acquisition.”


Raja Shafqat Abbasi, a senior lawyer and member of the Punjab Assembly, said the government could not acquire land for private commercial projects or private housing societies under the land acquisition act. However, the Punjab government had adopted it as policy to forcibly take over 20 per cent land for housing societies provided such societies already possessed 80 per cent of land.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 22/07/2006)

Moriro graves destruction remains a mystery

KARACHI: Despite loud proclamations that the Sindh government would get to the bottom of the mysterious demolition of the historical Moriro graves, which occurred in June, nothing has been done so far. 

The historical graves of Moriro Meerbahar and his six brothers at Gulbai roundabout were demolished last month but no official or agency took responsibility for this act. The agencies are now blaming each other with no one taking responsibility. 


Following the incident, on pressure from local communities, the Sindh government said that it would launch an inquiry into the matter. One month down the road, there is no indication of any one being brought to task for the destruction of the graves which had an immense historical value. 

The graves were over 700 years old and Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai had written many poems on their story. The graves and the monument were restored in 1990s through local government funds. 


Enraged residents of the nearby areas say that the graves have been demolished by the organizations constructing various road projects in that vicinity. 


People say that it was merely a statement given by the CM as everybody knows who could be responsible for the damage. The demolition took place at 3 am, which indicates the intention of hiding the act.

The fishermen community demand reconstruction of the graves as they believe that it is the heritage of their province. The graves are venerated by the community. 


In 1988, Lal Bakhsh Bhutto, a member of the Sindh Assembly, had improvement work done on the area surrounding the graves. Today he is bitter and angry about what happened last month. While talking to The News this week, Bhutto said “to destroy this heritage is to destroy the whole nation.”

Sources from the area say that the National Logistics Cell (NLC) had protected the graves for a number of decades. 

When contacted, the NLC distanced itself from the controversy and stated that “the organization has nothing to do with the issue.”


Owais Karni, who belongs to Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum, however, informed this correspondent that National Highway Authority (NHA) had earlier proposed that it (NHA) was willing to spend up to Rs3 million for the graves if they would be shifted 8 feet from their site. This offer was refused. 

When the NHA was contacted, they told this correspondent that, “While designing the Northern Bypass and Lyari Expressway, the location of these graves was kept in mind and it had been so designed that the roundabout could remain where it is already located.”


While the NLC admits that they did want to reduce the size of the Gulbai roundabout, they refuse to hold any one responsible for the grave destruction. 

Now respecting the emotions of people, they say they are willing to restore the graves. Meanwhile, the confusion persists.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 22/07/2006)
At market's price

Karachi's urban degeneration has swamped historical places like Lea Market. A way out is still possible

By Dr Noman Ahmed
The old quarters of Karachi are reminder of the city's rich architectural and cultural heritage, dating back to pre-British and British colonial periods. The area has experienced various phases of transformation which enormously affected its built environment. From pre-British examples of local architecture to the hybrid outcomes of British colonial past, the localities that form Old Karachi present a spread out ensemble of buildings with various appearances and profiles. Public and commercial buildings enjoy a significant status in this sequence due to their prominent location and focal positioning in the site layouts.

The British developed a series of market places in order to streamline commercial, business and trading activities in their respective neighbourhoods. Lea Market was one such purpose-built market space. While the market was built in 1927, its site had been actively utilised as a wholesale trading space for vegetables, fruits and other forms of agricultural produce since early 20th century. This site remained an important junction in the layout of old Karachi because important streets such as Napier Road, Embankment Road, River Street, Kundan Street, Sheedi Village Road, Kumbhar Wara Road and Siddiq Wahab Road all are linked to it. No wonder the market has been one of the most frequented spot in the city, due to its connectivity and economic potential.

Lea Market was named after a British engineer, Measham Lea, who had extensively served in Karachi. The market is located in a trapezoidal chunk of land. Initially, it had two blocks, with open plan and ashlar stone masonry. Vegetable, fish, meat and other merchandise were retailed inside these blocks. In 1937, two more blocks were added due to the rising demand of consumer goods. In 1940s, the clock tower was added to the market space in plain cement concrete finishes. The tower has over the years become a significant land mark in the area.

The style of construction used in Lea Market was adopted by the British normally for functional buildings that existed in abundance in the old town of Karachi as well as along Drigh Road (now Shahrah-e-Faisal), Malir and other suburban locations. Stone was cheap and abundantly available for construction. It was, therefore, used as a common ingredient in routine construction. The buildings erected in the vicinity of Lea Market also display the same tradition. Simple elegant fac´ades, proportionate features, high ceilings for appropriate ventilation, adequate circulation space and efficient site planning were some of the typical architectural characteristics embodied in the building stock of those times.

Historical accounts reveal that Lea Market became a very busy commercial space immediately after the completion of its building blocks. As Napier Road had already become a major commercial artery since the end of 19th century, much of its commercial potential spilled in and around Lea Market junction. The fine buildings in stone and concrete construction along the adjoining streets still remind us of the hustle and bustle that had existed since more than a century. Apart from fac´ade embellishment, this building stock also displays intricate detailing, fine wood work, spacious side walks and a balanced ground-to-height ratio. The use of mortar and stone face gave a permanent and serene finish to the outer appearance of the building. With the passage of time, such fac´ades weather away in a gradual fashion without losing their intricate aesthetic quality. Careful dimensioning assigns a human dimension to this building complex which gives an interactive feature to the activity taking place around them. This principle adequately applies to Lea Market which has remained an affable component of the townscape ever since its construction.

But the present scenario at Lea Market and its environs is extremely disappointing. Many negative developments have taken place after independence in this vital urban ensemble of Karachi's old town. A mundane block was added in the open space at Lea Market site in a bid to expand the storage and commercial space. The entire frontage of the market is infested with encroachments that have occupied open public space underneath the clock tower. The building itself requires proper restoration and maintenance on an urgent basis. Its roof structure has developed holes that demand immediate repairs. Traffic volume around Lea Market has risen enormously. Its surroundings have become a large transit camp instead of being a tranquil urban market space. Unchecked commercialisation, dilapidated physical infrastructure, rampant demolition of historic buildings, change of land use and creation of illegal bus/truck stands have added grave problems to the area.

It, therefore, requires a well thought out strategy for its uplift based on sound architectural and urban design principles. A proper traffic re-routing plan is needed to shed the undesirable load of inter-city buses and trucks passing close to the market. Conservation and restoration assistance may be provided to important historic buildings that surround Lea Market. After creating a well designated hawker zone, excess hawkers need to be shifted out of the market premises.

Once the market's activity profile is streamlined, its buildings must be restored according to professionally accepted principles. It may be remembered that Lea Market and its environs are a vital component of urban heritage in Karachi. The city administration must make concerted efforts for the uplift of this important public treasure.

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-31, 23/07/2006)

Long-term planning urged to solve city problems

KARACHI: Participants of a seminar urged on formulation of long-term planning to solve most of the issues confronting Karachi.

Addressing a seminar, organised by the Karachi Citizens' Forum (KCF) at the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) House on Saturday one of the participants, Arif Hassan said that the decisions were being taken purely on the basis of ad hocism. He said that institutions which are supposed to give a practical shape to planning had been destroyed. 

"In 1975 a master plan was made for Karachi which could not be implemented. The intensity of the problems would have not been what it is today had the plan been properly implemented," he said.


Arif Hasan said that there was no investment plan for the metropolitan city either, which further exacerbated the situation. He said that at present nine projects were in process in the city and there was no coordination between them.

"It is the basic principle of planning that the issues of majority are focused in it otherwise violence prevails in the city," he added.

He said that 60 percent population of the city was below the age of 25 years and 60 percent population lived in Katchi Abadis in which 65 percent Abadis were 35 year old. He said that the problems of these localities should be addressed for the sake of peace in the city.

He said during the last eight years 21,000 families had been thrown out of their dwellings and they had no civic facilities where they have been forced to live.

Arif Hassain said, "The concept of social housing had been completely ignored after the five-point agenda of former Prime Minster Muhammad Khan Junejo." 

While highlighting another issue of Karachi, he said that the elite of the city had made separate localities for self and transformed the institutions there. He said recreation places were being snatched from the commonfolk. 


Another participant labour union activist, Farid Awan, said that the local bodies system had further multiplied civic problems. He said it was clear that administrative issues could not be solved through this system. 


Manzoor Razi, stressed on the true revival of Karachi Circular Railways (KCR). He said that present KCR only ran between Landhi and Malir, whereas, he said, Wazir Mansion, Nazimabad, Urdu College, Drigh Colony, Landhi and then Malir was the actual route of KCR in the past.

(The News-5, 23/07/2006)
Rs35m project approved for Moenjodaro rehabilitation

KARACHI, July 23: The federal government has approved Rs35 million project for promotion of cultural tourism and rehabilitation of Moenjodaro, which represents the 5000-year-old Indus Valley Civilization, it is learnt reliably.

According to the sources, the federal archeology and museums department would implement the project in three years from 2007 to 2010. Under the project, the conservation will be carried out by isolation of the structure from migrating salts in solution, consolidation of those parts which had decayed and desalinisation of the standing structures.


The sources said that under the isolation work horizontal and vertical damp proofing of the walls would be carried out and the salt laden earth from within the remains would be replaced with a thick layer of river sand and a layer of sweet earth. Salt saturated archeological spoils lying in the shape of dumps around the excavated remains since first excavation done in 1922 would be removed to the natural ground level.

They said that under the consolidation work underpinning of very decayed undermined ancient brick work would be carried out, overhanging walls would be strengthened, thermal isolation of the leaning walls would be prepared and hydraulic jack system would be designed to bring the leaning walls back to the original vertical position.


Mud plaster would be used to draw out the salts saturated on the surface of isolated walls. Besides, salt eating plants would be planted in open areas to reduce the ground salts.


Efficient and effective drainage system would be developed by giving due slope to the floors of rooms so that rain water flows out of the ruins. The streets and lanes of the excavated remains would be cemented.


For the promotion of cultural tourism, guides would be trained so that they could conduct guided tours. Moreover, replicas of the important excavated objects would be put on display to make the excavated areas legible for common visitors.

A shopping arcade, designed on the pattern of the main market place of the ancient city, would be established and training centres for pottery, toys, copper work, embroidery and handloom textiles would be set up so that the community members or others interested in such arts could learn and sharpen their skills.


Existing tourist rest house would be upgraded and a new building for museum – having an auditorium, book shop, souvenir shops, cultural centre, handicraft workshop, crafts designing centre, cultural centre and cafeteria would be designed.

The sources said that the project would help in restoring the country’s most precious cultural site, which is also on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List. This would attract local as well as international tourists opening up opportunities for expansion and promotion of cultural activities and local art craft providing additional job opportunities for local community.


The sources said that earlier the preservation and rehabilitation work of the Moenjodaro was carried out by the Authority for Preservation of Moenjodaro. Following the completion of the Moenjodaro International Safeguarding Campaign, the APM was abolished by the federal government in 1997.


From 1974 to 1997, the Authority carried out the preservation work at a cost of over US$23.5 million, including Pakistani component of US$14.1 million and international community input of US$9.4 million, owing to which the threat of flooding of the ancient city site by the Indus River was eliminated.

But the threat from salt, thermal and drainage problems continued to damage the ancient structures that with the present project are expected to be saved, rehabilitated and restored.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-15, 24/07/2006)

One dies, six hurt as building collapses

KARACHI, July 24: A man Kamran, 25, was killed and six others were injured after a portion of a dilapidated building collapsed in the Bihar Colony area on Monday.

Police and Fire Brigade sources said that the ground-plus-one Haji Mohammad Building, collapsed because of its bad maintenance. Seven people were trapped in the building’s rubble. Fire Brigade officials and other volunteers rescued six of them and shifted them to the Lyari General Hospital. All the injured were later shifted to the Civil Hospital.

Officials said that the building was built without permission from the relevant authority.

(Dawn-17, 25/07/2006)

Building collapse claims youth’s life

KARACHI: A youth was killed while six other received injuries when a two-storied building collapsed on Monday.

The people said that area residents were busy in their routine work near Old Qoela Goodaam, where all of a sudden, a two-storied building collapsed with a bag bang that spread fear in the entire locality. More than half a dozen people suffered injuries. 

The area residents on self-help basis rescued people stuck in the rubble of the collapsed building and rushed them to the nearby hospitals. The police and fire brigade were informed about the incident, which reached immediately and started the rescue work.

Those brought to the hospital were identified as Kamran, 25, Nizamuddin, 40, Muhammad Shareef, 40, Waseem Ahmed, 22, Numan, 28, Shah Faisal, 25, Qaisar, 21, and Fasih, 20. The injured persons were later shifted to the Civil Hospital, where Kamran, a newly wedded youth, and a pickup driver by profession, succumbed to injuries. Meanwhile, two vehicles stationed in the vicinity were also damaged by the building collapse.


ACCIDENT: A teenager was crushed to death when a vehicle rammed into a motorcycle on which he was traveling and passing through the Gulbaiee Chowrangi in Shershah police precincts.

BODY FOUND: Body of a local fabric trader, wrapped in a bag and packed in a box, was found in the sea near Ghas Bandar within the Docks police limits. The deceased was identified as Abdul Ghaffar, a resident of Zia Colony in Gulshan-e-Iqbal.

The medico-legal experts said that unidentified assassins might have axed the man to death about two to three days back. According to police, Abdul Ghaffar had left his house on July 21 and went missing. His family and relatives searched him and on July 23, they lodged a missing report in Gulshan-e-Iqbal police locality.

(The News-3, 25/07/2006)
Widow seeks protection against land mafia

KARACHI, July 24: A widow pointing out that her land had been encroached upon by land mafia and was also receiving threats from them. She has urged the authorities to provide safety to her and her family members and take action against such anti-social elements.


Speaking at a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Monday, Saeedun Nisa said that her late husband, Hafeez Kaiser, had purchased over 190 acres of land over a couple of decades back near the Landhi railway station, on which housing societies were planned and the plots were to be sold to people.

She said that her husband died in the early 2002 after protracted illness and the miscreants, taking advantage of her husband’s sickness, had encroached upon their land and constructed houses, shops etc.

She said that these land grabbers had misinformed some local politicians, who were issuing statements in their favor without first getting all the facts. She has urged the authorities to verify the claims, by checking legal documents.


She has also urged the PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto to direct its local party leaders — Khwaja Mohammad, Umer Jat and others — to first check the facts then extend support to the land grabbers. She said that these political leaders, by using the name of the PPP in support of the land grabbers, were giving a bad name to her party.

She has also urged the authorities — the chief minister, governor and others — to take action against the land grabbers.

Saeedun Nisa’s sons, Imranul Hafeez and Irfanul Hafeez and their lawyer Sulaiman Junejo also spoke.

(Dawn-18, 25/07/2006)

Landgrabbing in Orangi rampant

KARACHI, July 25: The land mafia, notorious for grabbing government and private land wherever available to it, is very active also in Orangi and Ittehad towns.

In a latest case, the mafia has resorted to grabbing a piece of land in Raja Tanveer Colony graveyard. The plot, measuring about 2,400 square yard has been sold out to an NGO and despite protest by people of the area against the illegal transaction, the henchmen of the mafia gave possession of the plot to the buyers.


The graveyard has so no boundary wall, watchman or gorkan (grave digger). Owing to the local people’s mutual differences, a caretaker committee for the graveyard could not also be formed so far.


Trespassing and encroachment of others’ estate by influential people is also common practice in the two towns. In some areas of Baldia town, the mafia would make it clear to a new land buyer to start construction forthwith or lose the property. Usually, it would not allow him more than a month or two.

These areas are like tribal agencies where decisions are taken on the basis of might.

It has been observed that the people displaced by the Oct 8 earthquake in the country are potential buyers of the land in these areas and the mafia is fleecing them.

(Dawm-19, 26/07/2006)

Balloting for Taisar Town-II performed


KARACHI, July 27: President Pervez Musharraf on Thursday performed the computerized balloting of 19,587 plots of 120 square yards in Taisar Town Phase-II Housing Scheme of Malir Development Authority at a ceremony held at the Governor’s House.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan, Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, the Sindh chief secretary and other senior officials were also present.


Speaking on the occasion, President Pervez Musharraf emphasized upon introducing such low-cost housing schemes throughout the country and said this scheme should be taken as a model.

He said the available state land should be used for such schemes for the poor segments of the population. He observed that this scheme alone would provide shelter to 2.5 million people.

He referred to the population growth along with economic surge and said this needed fast development in every city with the provision of infrastructure like water, roads etc.


The president said the government policies were aimed at well-being of the masses and in this regard referred to the construction of flyovers, under-passes, elevated roads etc and said they all were being done to ensure that their benefits trickled down to the grass- roots level.

President Musharraf said that the Karachi Port Trust was working on deep-water port facilities which would help allow bigger ships to anchor at the port and this would bring Karachi Port among major ports of the world.

He observed that in Karachi a number of beautification schemes had been implemented which included parks such as Bagh-i-Quaid-i-Azam, Askari Park at Old Sabzi Mandi, Clifton Beach Park. He said these projects were essential for a better environment.

He asked the city nazim to ensure cleanliness in the city of Karachi and emphasized the need for setting up of a Solid Waste Management Plant which will also generate electricity.


The president said the government’s focus was on alleviating unemployment and controlling inflation besides improving the quality of human resource. He pointed out that the government was focusing on meeting the demand for electricity, gas, clean drinking water to every citizen of Pakistan.

He also emphasized upon making progress in the health and education sectors, particularly technical education, which would help overcome unemployment.

He said the technical education should commensurate with our industrial requirements.


In the context of measures being taken to overcome unemployment, the president said the problem was being dealt with through the Rozgar Pakistan scheme as well.


The president also referred to the Lyari Expressway project and said the affected people were provided plots of 80 square yards and Rs50,000 each family for the construction of their houses. He said at the resettlement sites provision of all basic amenities had been ensured.


Speaking on the occasion, Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan said that all this was being done under the guidance and in accordance with the vision of President Pervez Musharraf.

He said the Taisar Town housing scheme was almost an abandoned scheme, which was revived and now people were being given their allotted plots.


Similarly, he said, the new Malir Housing Project was revived and people were handed over physical possession within six months who, otherwise, had been running from pillar to post for the last so many years. He said besides launching new schemes, decade old schemes were revived which included the Hawkesbay and Surjani Town schemes.


Chief Minister Dr Abab Ghulam Rahim said that besides helping the Sindh government, the president had also given federal-funded projects for Karachi and Sindh. He said the president's leadership was needed not only for Pakistan but for the entire Muslim Ummah.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that for the first time after 30 years a low-cost housing scheme had been introduced in Karachi with the full support of the president, the governor and the chief minister.


UPLIFT PLANS: President General Pervez Musharraf on Thursday called for preparing short-, middle- and long-term plans for the development of Karachi. He said the short-term plan should be for one year, middle-term for a period up to 2010 and the long-term for the period up to 2015.

He was presiding over a meeting at the Governor’s House in which City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal gave a detailed briefing on the present and future development planning for Karachi.


The president highly appreciated the efforts being made by the city nazim and said he would have his full backing.

He said it was a matter of delight that he was working with a vision and all sincerity.The president was particularly appreciative of Karachi's master planning and noted that due care was being taken of all the sectors under it.

He referred to water supply for Karachi and suggested conservation of rainwater to meet drinking water requirements. He directed that a strategy be chalked out whereby each and every drop of rainwater be conserved.

He said it was appreciable that attention was being paid to the installation of water treatment plants. He observed that water so recycled could be used for various purposes which, in turn, would result in the saving of water for drinking purposes.


President Pervez Musharraf directed that all the ongoing projects should be completed on time and if there were any bottlenecks, the same should be removed.


Earlier, Nazim of Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal gave a detailed briefing on development of Karachi vis- a-vis the present and future planning.

He said while the city government was executing various mega projects costing billions of rupees, all the 18 towns had been provided Rs50 million each for implementing the water and sewerage schemes at the town-level to overcome problems of local nature.


Mustafa Kamal said at present some 23 big projects launched a few months back were nearing completion and by October four underpasses and four flyovers would be completed. He briefed the meeting on the city government's plans in the health and education sectors, water supply and sewerage, infrastructure, solid waste management, power supply etc.

He requested for federal government assistance for some of the most important mega projects for Karachi.The president asked the nazim to prepare their PC-Is for consideration at the next meeting.


Earlier the Malaysian Consultants gave a briefing on the multi- million elevated expressway project from Quaidabad to the Jinnah Bridge.

(Dawn-17, 28/07/2006)

Notices issued in land case

KARACHI, July 27: The Sindh High Court issued notices in a petition alleging that a co-operative housing society was out to forcibly occupy land in sector 25 of Scheme 33.

Petitioner Ali Nawaz submitted through Advocate Syed Jamil Ahmed that he owned 5.6 acres in sector 25A of Scheme-33. The Pakistan Postal Employees Co-operative Housing Society has arbitrarily included the land in its housing project and now wanted to forcibly take possession of his land. The society’s layout plan has been approved by the master plan group of offices of the city district government.

According to the petitioner, however, the district officer for revenue has cancelled the incorporation of the land in the housing project.

Issuing notices for a date to be fixed by the office, a division bench, comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Maqbool Baqar, ordered that status quo be maintained in the meantime.


INJUNCTION GRANTED: The Sindh High Court on Thursday ordered that an under trial alleged drug baron should not be removed from the central prison to any other place without the permission of the trial court, adds PPI.

The interim order came on a petition by Haji Lal Mohammad alias Haji Laloo who submitted that he was illegally removed from prison on July 7 and detained for one week by the Anti-Violent Crime Cell in the sub-jail situated at Garden Police Line Karachi.

His counsel Ilyas Khan said that the police officers Farooq Awan and Chudhary Aslam kept the custody of under trial prisoner in the so-called sub-jail.

(Dawn-17, 28/07/2006)

AUGUST

Heritage Cell for action on illegal construction in Hindu Gymkhana

KARACHI, July 31: The National Heritage Cell (NHC), taking notice of the illegal construction under way at the Hindu Gymkhana building, has urged the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) to take necessary action against those violating the Sindh Cultural Heritage Protection Act in this case, it is learnt.


The NHC is a review body set up within the KBCA to look after the buildings protected under the Act and review any request for alteration, renovation or construction at such sites as and when submitted to the KBCA for approval of the relevant plan. The NHC recommends to the Sindh Culture Department to grant permission if the request is accepted and advises otherwise if the same is to be rejected.


An NHC letter, on the subject, ‘Unauthorized construction in Hindu Gymkhana building without a prior approval of advisory committee on heritage buildings’, has been sent by the deputy controller of buildings (PC I), KBCA to the building controller of Saddar Town.

The letter says: “With reference to the above cited subject, I am directed to inform you that it has been observed that some construction activities have started in the Hindu Gymkhana building premises without prior approval of the advisory committee on heritage buildings. You are requested to take necessary action at your end.”


The sources said that without getting the mandatory permission from the advisory committee, the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa), which presently occupies the Seth Ramgopal Goverdhandas Mohatta Hindu Gymkhana, has obtained approval for the plan for “alteration and addition” from the KBCA.


Napa plans to construct a theater at the site and the project has been sponsored by the United Arab Emirates government. The UAE contractors, M/s Technical Associates Pak (Pvt) Ltd., first demolished the old open air theater, which was an integral part of the Hindu Gymkhana, and has started the constriction for the new theater at the site.

The sources said that the UAE government has probably been misled or not informed that the demolition and construction at this protected site was illegal.


Responding to Dawn’s queries, Napa director Arshad Mehmud argued that the Culture Department’s permission was not required for the project as the Hindu Gymkhana was not a protected site. However, the Additional Secretary of the department, Rabiya Javery Agha, maintains that it indeed is a protected site and obtaining permission from the advisory committee for any changes there is a must. She noted that Napa has neither sought nor been granted permission by the committee.


The sources pointed out that both the KBCA and the Culture Department were just engaged in a letter-writing exercise to keep their files updated as they did not intend to take practical action in the matter.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-19, 01/08/2006)

Land grab


THIS is in reference to the news story ‘Police grab school building’. This land grabbing by the police is just another example of how good our police force is.

It is unfortunate that these kinds of things are only possible in our country. My request to our media (both print and electronic) is to keep highlighting this issue until it is resolved.

If the media keeps broadcasting this news story, only then will some official take action. Otherwise this matter will go unheard.

M. IMAD QURESHI, Indianapolis, USA

(Dawn-6, 01/08/2006)

Sabzi Mandi turns into marshland

KARACHI, Aug 1: The new Sabzi Mandi on Super Highway looks like a marshland after receiving rainwater from all sides as there is no arrangement to flush it out. Following two days of rains, all roads leading to the fruit and vegetable sections of the mandi have submerged in stagnant water which, after getting mixed with the sewage overflowing from gutters, has risen up to two t three feet high.


As there is no proper arrangement for the removal of left over spurious fruits and vegetables from the sales outlets within the mandi, the heaps of such abandoned stocks had already swelled when it started raining. Resultantly, not only the garbage spread all around the outlets and, with the rain water, played havoc with the walkways, but also spread an unendurable foul smell.

The conditions are keeping customers away from the mandi, causing losses to the traders. Moreover, water, sewage, mud and garbage have been causing the fresh stocks to rot and the traders are compelled to dispose them of at whatever prices offered by the retailers visiting the mandi.

Many of the commodities are selling at 50 per cent of their actual rate, a survey of the mandi revealed.

However, the rates of the same commodities outside the mandi remained unchanged as retailers seem not ready to offer any cut, rather they would charge even higher prices.

Wholesalers and retailers at the markets elsewhere in the city were found arguing with customers that fruits and vegetables were in short supply due to bad weather and, therefore, the prices had gone up.


Contrary to their claim, stocks of fresh fruits and vegetables are piling up at the mandi as access of buyers to it has already become difficult due to damaged and submerged roads. Quite a little number of people could manage to reach the mandi as against the normal crowd often seen there.


Expressing fear of an outbreak of some epidemic if immediate steps are not taken for cleanliness after removal of filth and garbage from the mandi, the stakeholders have appealed to the relevant authorities to visit mandi to see the conditions themselves. They stressed on improving the conditions at a facility that had been built with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank and determination to make it a ‘model market of world standards’.

They also complained about denial of water, power and other basic facilities even after a lapse of four years since the charges for the same had been paid by the allottees of shops and sheds at the mandi.

In April last, the secretary agriculture during his visit to the mandi had promised that power meters would be installed within 15 days and proper water supply would also be ensured at the earliest. However, nothing had been done so far, they added.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-18, 02/08/2006)

Builder’s case against KBCA dismissed

KARACHI, Aug 3: A builder undertook on Thursday to demolish parts of his under-construction structure raised in violation of the building rules and the Sindh High Court dismissed his suit as withdrawn.

Zeeshan Shaikh moved the court for an injunction against the Karachi Building Control Authority which, he said, had razed parts of his building on plot number 205, Bahadur Yar Jang Co-operative Housing Society, and had threatened to demolish and trim it further. The court summoned the KBCA and asked to answer the allegation.


Besides a rejoinder, the authority submitted a ‘site report’ pinpointing the violations committed by the builder through its counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan. It said the plaintiff was given approval for a ground-plus-two-floor residential bungalow. He was allowed construction over 50 per cent of the 700-square-yard plot. 

The remaining half was to be left uncovered in accordance with the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations. Open spaces were to be left on the sides and in the front and the rear.

The owner-builder, however, proceeded to cover about 75 to 80 per cent of the area of the plot despite KBCA warning at the very initial stage. He has altered the plan and has built eight flats on the first and second floors instead of a triple-storied one-unit bungalow.


Mrs Justice Qaiser Iqbal , who heard the plaint, remarked that instead of being hostile, the KBCA has been taking a lenient view of the violations and that the builder had hardly a case for a restraint order. The plaintiff sought to withdraw his suit and the court dismissed it as withdrawn.

A division bench, meanwhile, summoned a senior officer of the KBCA on Aug 10 explain why petitioner Arshad Abdullah’s plan for building a commercial complex on the five amalgamated plots on the confluence of the main Sharea Faisal and Tipu Sultan Road was not being sanctioned.

On an earlier petition moved by the petitioner, the court had ordered that plots and buildings on commercialized roads became commercial under the relevant notification and required no approval by the city district government or the KBCA for change of land use.


According to the city district government, the prescribed fee must be paid for commercialized premises by individual owners before a no-objection certificate could be issued for conversion of plots and buildings from residential to commercial. The KBCA said it needed a no-objection certificate from the city district government before proceeding to consider any plan for the construction of a commercial complex. The court, however, directed the KBCA to entertain the petitioner’s plan as no NOC was required from the city district government. An appeal against the order had been moved in the Supreme Court.

The builder, meanwhile, moved a contempt plea in the high court, saying that the KBCA was not complying with its order. In its reply on Thursday, the KBCA said it had already started processing the petitioner’s plan without demanding the city district government’s no-objection certificate as directed by the court.

The plan was found lacking in certain technical details and the KBCA had asked the petitioner to meet the objections.

The plan would be sanctioned if the objections were met by the builder. A division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Maqbool Baqar summoned a senior KBCA officer for further clarification of the matters involved in the contempt plea.


APPEAL ALLOWED: Another division bench comprising Justices Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery and Rahmat Husain Jaferi acquitted an appellant convicted of drug trafficking and sentenced to 10 years’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs100,000 under the Control of Narcotic Substances Act.

According to the prosecution, Khaista Khan was caught carrying five packets of one kilogram heroin powder each in a Karachi-bound bus at Kandiaro. He was arrested and brought to Karachi where he informed the investigation officer that he was to deliver the contraband to Ataullah.

Both were tried by a special anti-narcotics court, which sentenced them to 10 years’ RI and Rs100,000 fine each.

Ataullah challenged his conviction and punishment through Advocate Shaukat Hayat while Khaista Khan preferred no appeal.

The counsel argued that the only evidence against the appellant was uncorroborated statement of the main accused (Khaista Khan). There were material discrepancies in the depositions of the prosecution witnesses.

The appellate bench set aside the appellant’s conviction and ordered his acquittal and release if not wanted in another case.

(Dawn-19, 04/08/2006)

Subverting inquiry against land grabbers: SHC issues notices

KARACHI: A Division Bench of Sindh High Court (SHC) consisting of Justice Sarmad Jalal Usmani and Justice Maqbool Baqar issued notices to the Deputy-District Officer (DDO Revenue), District Coordination Officer (Revenue), Executive Officer (Revenue), the City Nazim and others, on Thursday, while entertaining a constitutional petition filed by a senior practicing lawyer, Advocate Shakeel Ahmed, who alleged that some elements were sabotaging the inquiry against land grabbers in Kemari Town.


The petition said that the Respondent No 1, DDO Revenue, was directed by the City Nazim to conduct the enquiry against the land grabbers in Kemari Town, but the DDO did not follow the directions in a legal manner and instead treated the alleged land grabbers very respectfully and on the contrary, treated the petitioner, who was representing Town Nazim, Kemari in this enquiry case, such in a manner that he (petitioner) felt as if he was the accused in the case and was not a senior lawyer.


The petitioner alleged that the DDO who was a public servant within the meaning and definition of Section 21 of Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and the custodian of Public/Government lands, within the jurisdiction of Kemari Town failed to protect and safeguard the government lands from being encroached by the land grabbers.


He argued that under the specific direction and order of Respondent No 4 (City Nazim), the DDO was bound to ascertain the alleged involvement of one Muhammad Younus, father of a former Town Nazim, Zulfiqar, who used all his influence in grabbing and selling lands at throw-away prices, but he did not do so. Instead, he first summoned all the stakeholders in person, but the accused in the land grabbing case did not come forward and on the cue from the petitioner, the DDO fixed another date of hearing (enquiry) and this time when the accused came, the DDO gave him a warm welcome and instead misbehaved with the counsel of the sitting Town Nazim (petitioner). 


Later, the DDO, instead of explaining the matter to the client of the petitioner, Town Nazim, Kemari, informed the counsel that he was holding enquiry according to rules and regulations, as he conceived them. He also declared that his office was not a courtroom so when he summoned the accused Younus he made some queries and noticed nothing strange in his deeds and behaviour and did not find him guilty of any violation of rules and regulations. 


The petitioner pointed out that a few weeks back, when the City Nazim had visited Kemari Town had had taken serious notice of reclaiming of the land from the sea by cutting and destroying the Mangroves along the Beach at Hawkesbay/Sandspit of Kemari Town with consequent encroachment of lands and ordered a legal enquiry, but his orders were not taken seriously by certain officials of the CDGK.


The Division Bench considering the arguments of the counsel ordered issuance of the respondents concerned for August 23, 2006, when they will file their replies to the points raised in the petition.

(The News-4, 04/08/2006)
Talks on to get PR land vacated from GHQ, NA told

ISLAMABAD, Aug 4: Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid Ahmed on Friday informed the National Assembly that his ministry was negotiating with the Pakistan Army to get 66 kanals of land in Rawalpindi vacated from the GHQ’s occupation.

In a written reply to a question of People’s Party Parliamentarians (PPP) MNA from Sargodha Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi, the railways minister said that the railways’ land measuring 66 kanals adjacent to Military Dairy Farm, Rawalpindi, was under the occupation of Housing Directorate (Adjutant General Branch) of the General Headquarters (GHQ).


The PPP MNA had asked the minister for railways “whether it was a fact that the railway land near Old Dairy Farm, Rawalpindi, has been occupied by Army Welfare Trust (AWT), if so, then what is the total area of the land.”


Mr Qureshi had further asked the minister to explain as to what steps were being taken to get the land vacated and was there any proposal to allot the said land to the civilian residents of that land?


The minister replied that the land was not in possession of the AWT, but it was under the occupation of the Housing Directorate of the GHQ and that negotiations were on. He did not give any details about how long would it take to finalise the negotiations.

The minister further said that there was no proposal under consideration to allot the said land to the civilian residents.


Replying to a question of Samia Raheel Qazi of the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal (MMA), the minister said an amount of Rs7.205 billion had been spent on the repair of railway tracks in the last three and half years. He said a total of 1,015km dilapidated railway track had been repaired during the said period.

(Dawn-2, 05/08/2006)

‘An oasis of harmony’

By Ardeshir Cowasjee

KARACHI is, as a banner headline atop a Dawn ‘advertisement supplement’ on a rainy wet July 31 boldly announced, ‘An oasis of harmony’. Across the eight columns, under this highly misleading headline was ranged a string of photographs of men and mis-managers (some of whose visages were viewed with apprehension).


It had rained on the afternoon of July 30, and on that supplement morn of the 31st many roads were already inundated, littered with stuck vehicles, and whatever traffic was moving was chaotic. The skies were loaded, it was raining, and it continued to rain for most of the day. The result we all know too well.


Much has been written about the Clifton Cross and the misadventure of the Karachi Port Trust in the form of the Clifton underpass. We have seen in our press each rainy day last week photos of the havoc wrought by mismanagement and greed and ignorance, and we have seen Governor Ishratul Ibad, City Nazim Mustapha Kemal, and Sportsman Babar Ghauri wading knee-deep through a mixture of sewage and rain water. They did not impress, nor help — not at all.

Now we shall go back 33 years, all the way to 1973, to read what the then city planners had in mind for Karachi and specifically for the Clifton area :

“President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had given directives to the Government of Sindh that the development of Karachi should take place in a planned way and no effort should be spared to ensure recreational facilities for the people of Karachi. In compliance, various schemes for the redevelopment of areas and the construction of roads have been initiated and are progressing according to schedule. One of the special assignments was the re- planning of Kahkashan, KDA Scheme No.5, Clifton with the prime objective of developing it as a Recreational Complex. It is a matter of satisfaction that the Town Planning Department of KDA has studied the problem in depth and come out with a Revised Concept Plan fulfilling the broad objectives in view. The Revised Scheme was presented to the President on December 5, 1972, and was finally approved by him for implementation. This Brochure gives, in short, the design concept of the Revised Scheme and I am sure that the Project will be implemented on a top priority basis, providing an ideal Complex for Recreation for the people of Karachi.”


The expert of the day, who signed this preamble to the brochure, was that likable scoundrel Jam Sadiq Ali, minister for housing, town planning and local government of the government of Sindh.


We had good city planners in 1973 and Jam was astute enough to let them have their way. Of course, it goes without saying that he being a politician ‘grabbed’ whatever could be grabbed and ‘gave’ or ‘allotted’ many prime plots of land to those he felt were of use to him. However, what was important was that this in no way disturbed the basic planning.


The brochure covered by this declaration involves the Bath Island-Clifton area and the nine blocks of Kahkashan Scheme 5. The percentagewise ‘land use allocation’ of the scheme envisaged residential 27.0, commercial 2.3, educational 3.7, public buildings 2.2, boating basin 12.0, parks and playgrounds 19.0, boating channel 1.5, marine promenade 5.0, religion 0.5, oil pipelines 1.8, roads and parking 25.0.


The plan and the allocation left undisturbed and open, repeat open, the British-engineered, very necessary, storm water drain known by the local popular term ‘nallah.’ It opened up at its start from the other side of the Clifton bridge and flowed all the way to what became known as the Nahr-e-Khayyam. This open storm water drain remained open and safe as shown in ‘The Revised Layout Plan of Kahkashan Scheme 5’ drawn by the Directorate of Planning and Urban Development (KDA) in November 1985 which was updated with the drain still open by Draftsman Mukhtar Ahmad in November 1987 under the same directorate.


Open it may have been shown to be, however the slide had started in the late 1970s when portions of this vital storm water drain were misappropriated by ‘katchi abadis’ and illegal builders/developers, and illegal sewerage lines connected to it. The slide remained temporary up to and after 1999 when General Pervez Musharraf took over. But since the advent of another spell of free and fair elections followed by ‘democracy’ the corrupt (at worst) and the mediocre (at best) have taken over this fast growing semi-literate city of Karachi with a population now surely standing at somewhere around 15-16 million. The people are helpless on that score.


To deal with the overflowing water in the Bath Island and on Clifton roads, the storm water drain must be cleaned up, opened up, and reinforced to catch the water from the road gutters which must be connected to it, right from its start at the old golf course (near cantonment station), all the way as it weaves along past Glass Towers and the Hilal-e-Ahmer building towards the Nahr-e-Khayyam, on to the Boat Basin which opens into the sea. And in the process, all the illegally connected sewerage lines which fill this ‘nahar’ with stinking effluence must go.


What is equally important, vital in fact, is that the surreptitious filling up of the poetically-known Nahr-e-Khayyam be immediately stopped, that no commercial or residential plots be allowed to be developed thereon, and that sewerage connections be disrupted and connected to the existing or to-be-laid sewerage lines. The storm water must be allowed to flow freely if we are not to experience even greater disaster than what we faced last week.

The city nazims are not engineers but they must have at hand some experienced people who can explain to them the meaning of what is hereby being conveyed. This must be done before the next spell of rain.


As a starting point, the nazims concerned should get hold of a copy of The Sindh Govt. Gazette Ext. April 4, 2002, Part I, and turn to page 476, Chapter 11- Building Structures Design and Construction Requirements, section 11-5-2 : “No building plans shall be approved on open nallahs public sewers and the like.” This is simple language, abundantly clear, and should be understandable to even the most mentally ill-equipped of our city godfathers.

(Dawn-7, 06/08/2006)

People be moved to safer places: Ibad

KARACHI, Aug 7: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad has ordered timely shifting of all people from the coastal belt and the districts vulnerable to floods to safe places.

He also asked the KBCA to immediately conduct a survey of all dangerous buildings in the city so that their occupants could be moved to some safe places until the monsoon was over. He impressed upon the KBCA to assure such people that the possession of the vacated buildings would be restored to them after the monsoon.


The governor issued these directives while presiding over a high-level meeting at the Governor’s House here on Monday. The meeting reviewed the situation arising out of the rains in Karachi and other parts of the province, and the measures being taken to counter the looming threat of floods in coastal and other vulnerable areas.

He particularly emphasised the need for reactivating the concerned departments in Katcha areas immediately.


Taking a serious notice of the inundation of the KPT underpass at Clifton, he asked the concerned authority to fix responsibility and ensure action against those responsible.

The governor described blocking of sewage channels by certain elements as ‘a criminal act’ that could not be tolerated.

He called for clearing all drains by dawn on Tuesday and flushing of sewage into Nehr-i-Khayyam. He said emergency measures be taken to drained out rainwater from Gulshan-i-Faisal, Bath Island, to provide relief to the area people.

He said that in certain cantonment areas where the concerned cantonment board did not have the required machinery, the city government would provide the same.

He also asked the cantonment boards that in view of the emergency situation, their officials should remain in the field and take necessary steps to drain out water from the FTC turning and from near the Empress Market.

He directed all public services institutions to remain alert round the clock and maintain a close coordination.The governor said that at the provincial and local level, all relief plans should be kept ready and at relief camps also, availability of all necessary facilities be ensured so that people living in dangerous buildings could be persuaded to move to the camps.

Besides ensuring alternate communication sources, he said, there was a need for close coordination among police, irrigation and all other relevant departments. He also stressed on effective patrolling along embankments and reactivation of health centres in the event of an emergency situation.


Earlier, the governor was briefed about the measures taken by the city district government to cope with any situation created by rains and flooding.

He was told that the Water Board had cleaned 70 per cent of the city’s storm-water drains which helped the city government drain out water and improve the situation in the old areas.

The relief commissioner briefed the governor about the steps to be taken at the city and provincial level in the event of floods hitting the city or other parts of Sindh.


Among those present at the meeting were Adviser Waseem Akhtar, Principal Secretary Mohammad Saleem Khan, Relief Commissioner Syed Anwar Haider, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, Additional Chief Secretary Mirza Karim Baig, as well as officials from police, KPT, cantonment boards and the utilities including water, power, gas and telephone.

(Dawn-17, 08/08/2006)

More Taiser Town-like housing schemes direly needed

It is good to see that with the result of two computerised ballots, held this year in January and July for 80 and 120 square yards residential plots, respectively, the 54,349 lucky people got their piece of land in the Taiser Town Housing Scheme to construct their houses. But, it is indeed sad to notice that the number of successful persons is very low as a massive number of 725,300 aspirants had applied to get a piece of land in Taiser Town.


In April this year, 309,300 people had applied for the 120 sq-yds category, while an overwhelming response of people was seen in September 2005 when the Malir Development Authority (MDA) had launched the Taiser Town scheme and invited applications for 80 sq-yds residential plots. At that time, 416,000 people had applied in this category. Only 34,762 people were declared successful allottees in the first phase, while 19,587 people were allotted 120 sq-yds plots in the second phase, for which the balloting was performed by President Pervez Musharraf last month.


Apparently, this shows a high number of homeless people, who want to get a piece of land for building their own houses. The launch of Taiser Town Housing Scheme shows that the provincial government knows the problem and it wants to provide homes to the shelter-less people but keeping in view the massive number of applicants, it can safely be said that the launching of one or two or three more housing schemes like that of Taiser Town would be insufficient to cater to the growing housing demand.


So the demand is here but the question is whether the Sindh government or the city government is prepared to meet the requirement. In my opinion, the city government with the assistance of the provincial government can easily launch many more such housing schemes, as thousands of acres of land is lying unutilized in the suburbs of the metropolis. 


It seems that Governor Sindh Dr Ishratul Ebad and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal are keen to solve the problem, as the revival of old housing schemes like Surjani Town, Hawksbay, Taiser Town and New Malir was not an easy task. It has been reported that at the Taiser Town’s Phase II balloting ceremony, President Pervez Musharraf had emphasised the need for introducing low-cost housing schemes, saying that the available state land should be utilized for meeting the housing requirements of poor segments of society.


One believes that instead of Board of Revenue (BoR), the city government should have the right to control the entire state land falling in the jurisdiction of the megapolis so that it could introduce more Taiser Town-like housing schemes to facilitate hundreds of thousands of homeless people.


Also, there is a dire need to encourage over 50,000 successful allotees of the Taiser Town to start building their houses. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal was recently reported as saying that all the development works at the Taiser Town would be completed by December 2007 following which the city government, in collaboration with reputed international and local companies, would start construction of housing units for the allottees on affordable rates. 


In fact there are many companies, which can construct 80 or 120 sq-yds houses in a short span of three to four weeks, but arranging finances would be a difficult task for the individual allottees. However, it is indeed a good effort by the city government that it would help low-income people acquire loans from banks and the House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC). There is a dire need to start this process at earliest besides the city government should monitor the quality of work and maintenance of housing units to be build by the private firms.


One hopes that in the presence of a Nazim like Mustafa Kamal, no one including the builder mafia could dare trap the successful allotees of Taiser Town, while more such housing schemes are likely to be launched soon to provide a piece of land to homeless people. The launching of more such schemes would not only cater to the housing demand but would also generate revenue for the city government, which in turn would definitely prove helpful in carrying out the development works.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, The News-4, 12/08/2006)
Protecting heritage


ONE hopes that Captain House, a stone building in Karachi protected by heritage laws, will not be the latest historical edifice to come under the builder’s axe. Palia House and the Olympia Building, also protected sites in the same neighbourhood, have already been demolished and there are fears that the dictates of crass commercialism will lead to the obliteration of several other architectural treasures. As in the case of the Beaufort Building last year, the demolition work at Captain House is apparently being carried out in a surreptitious fashion and labourers have been pulling down the structure under cover of night and the rainy season. Apparently, the new owner of the building had managed to get the Karachi Building Control Authority to declare it “dangerous”. While the provincial culture department looks into the matter to ascertain whether the owner’s fears are justified, it is worth asking what measures the Sindh government is taking to ensure that protected sites remain off limits to those who seek their demolition. Given the general lack of interest in matters of conservation, it was not an easy task to get these buildings notified under heritage laws in the first place, and to witness their being pulled down in this callous fashion raises doubts about the level of government commitment to preserving historical structures.


However, the public should bear equal responsibility for the preservation of historical treasures. It is a pity that our educational institutions do not stress this important point. Instead of growing up into conscientious citizens, the younger generation appears to have no stake in guarding the past and protecting its treasures. It is true that population pressure has created the need for constructing highrises for living and businesses. But to address this problem at the cost of removing almost the last vestiges of our history and culture is unpardonable. At the very least, the government should make some attempt to punish those parties who have a hand in the destruction of old structures. It should also deploy official staff at all sites that have been declared protected to watch over them and to report any violation of rules.

(Dawn-7, 14/08/2006)

Napa ordered to stop work at Hindu Gymkhana

KARACHI, Aug 16: The Karachi Building Control Authority has directed the parties concerned that the illegal construction being carried out at the Hindu Gymkhana be stopped, it is reliably learnt.

According to sources, the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa), the present occupant of the Seth Ramgopal Goverdhandas Mohatta Hindu Gymkhana, had first demolished an open air theater at the gymkhana building and now intended to construct a building at the protected site using the funding from the United Arab Emirates.


Nobody, even the concerned property owner, is authorised to carry out any demolition, repairs or new construction at a site protected under the Act, which prescribes long prison terms and heavy fines for a violator. If inevitable, any such activity requires permission from the cultural heritage advisory committee headed by the chief secretary.


A fresh letter issued by the KBCA on the subject ‘Construction Against Approval For Addition/Alteration Work at the Hindu Gymkhana, M. R. Kyani Road,” said that during an inspection, it was found that the construction work was being carried out without the mandatory approval.

“You are directed to stop further construction and see the undersigned along with the concerned engineer/architect and the NOC from the lesser to clarify the ownership as this premises is in the list of heritage buildings.”


The sources said that though the KBCA could not issue any permission for carrying out any kind of construction activity at a site protected under the Act, Napa had somehow managed to get the permission from the KBCA for the purpose.


The sources said that Napa wanted to start the construction work earlier, but had not been able to do so for want of funds until it got the sponsorship from the UAE government. The UAE government’s contractors, M/s Technical Associates Pak (Pvt) Ltd., also wanted Napa to get the permission from the government organisation concerned before starting the work. As such, Napa tried to obtain the same and it succeeded in its efforts by getting approval for the addition/alteration from the KBCA. The UAE government and its contractors probably did not know that the Hindu Gymkhana was a protected site, and the Culture Department’s NOC was also required even before the KBCA’s approval.

The sources argued that the contractors, being technical people (engineers, architects, etc.) should have known that razing an entire open air theater and raising a new building with a 15-feet deep basement and 50 feet high structure above the ground level at the site did not mean just ‘addition/alteration’.


Conservationists have demanded a high level probe into the whole affair to ascertain how did the KBCA allowed addition/alteration without having the authority and how did the parties involved managed to get the theatre razed in violation of the Act. They stressed on restoring the gymkhana building to its original shape.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-18, 17/08/2006)

Renovation of Wazir Mansion discussed


KARACHI, 16: The issues of reconstruction and renovation of Wazir Mansion, the birth place of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, and promotion of cultural activities around Jehangir Kothari Parade, Clifton, were discussed at two high-level meetings held here on Wednesday under the chairmanship of Sindh Chief Secretary Fazalur Rehman.

A presentation was given to the participants regarding the holding of a weekly ‘cultural bazaar’ at the Jehangir Kothari Parade.

It was decided that the provincial Culture Department and the CDGK would chalk out a joint strategy in this regard with the cooperation of all other stakeholders.


The meeting was told that a show about decoration work of local minibuses of W-11 route was held at the Royal Institute of Technology, Melbourne (Australia) for which arrangements had been made by the Common Wealth Games 2006.

In this regard, a special tram was decorated on the pattern of W-11 minibus and some 80,000 people had travelled through it. The decoration work of W-11 minibuses had been much appreciated. A documentary film had also been made and the same would be shown next month at the Allahwali bus stop in New Karachi. The meeting was told that Australian Culture Minister would also be invited to attend this function.


Regarding that reconstruction of Wazir Mansion, Director Federal Archaeology Department Qasim Ali Qasim told the meeting that the PC-1 for the scheme had been submitted for approval so that this historical building could be reconstructed as per its original picture, published in daily Dawn in October 1948. He said that the structure of the new building in its original shape would remain preserved for next 100 years.


The meeting decided that the director general of projects would visit Wazir Mansion to prepare a report so that work could be initiated in a coordinated manner.

Secretary Office of the Provincial Ombudsman, Sindh, Ashfaq Ahmed Memon, Secretary Culture Mehtab Akbar Rashdi, Secretary Implementation Nazar Hussain Mahar, Secretary General Administration and Coordination Abdul Qadir Mangi, Director General Projects and Special Institutions Dr Kaleemullah Lashari, Director Federal Department of Archaeology Qasim Ali Qasim, Head of the Department of Visual Studies, Karachi University, Dr Durriya Qazi, DCO Karachi Fazalur Rehman, Prof of Archaeology NED University Dr Asma Ibrahim, Dr Asia Sadiq, Seema Jaffar and Mohammad Umar among the participants of the meeting.

(Dawn-18, 17/08/2006)

Karachi’s DHA


THIS refers to Mr Ghulam Rasool Bajwa’s letter ‘Karachi’s DHA’ (Aug 10). The Defence Housing Authority has an inherent problem of acute shortage of water because of reduced bulk quantity supplied by the KWSB, which is not adequate enough to meet the demand of the residents.

The demand and supply differential varies between three and four MGD water. However, the DHA has tried its utmost to mitigate sufferings of the residents.

In addition to revamping and upgrading the water supply lines, a number of short- and long-term measures have been initiated by the Authority to improve the water situation.

The DHA’s power and desalination plant will start functioning in December, and become fully operational by March’ next.

With three MGD output of potable water from the desalination plant and the promised additional three MGD water by the KWSB out of the K-3 project becoming available, the water situation in the DHA would improve.


Hardship water tankers are supplied to the houses of those residents where due to some technical or other reason there is no or very less water supply, and that too at no cost. The tankers supply water only after approval by the competent authority. The allegations of the writer in this regard are unfounded.


LT-COL (r) SYED RAFAT HUSSAIN NAQVI 

Public Relations Officer, DHA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 22/08/2006)

Fate of 549 Goths hangs in balance

KARACHI: The government has declared 803 Goths as permanent, while the fate of 549 Katchi Abadies in the metropolis would be decided soon. This was stated by Sindh Governor, Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan, on Tuesday. Talking to a delegation of Pakhtoon Action Committee, led by its chairman, Syed Shahi, he said that the committee formed by the Sindh government to survey Goths would regularize 803 Goths. 


Regarding the issues faced by the transporters, Ebad accepted their demand of weighing the goods vehicles at the start of their journey. He said that the system of weighing goods vehicles should be made easy and transparent. He also instructed that the weighbridge system should be made fully functional. 


The governor stressed upon the transporters that they should not overload their goods vehicles and abide by the road rules. 

He also instructed the concerned officials for early payment of dues to the transporters, regarding usage of their vehicles in election duty, as well as, compensation for their burnt vehicles. 


Meanwhile, Ebad in a separate meeting stressed to form an authority to streamline private hospitals and medical facilities. He said that lawmaking in this regard should be completed soon. 

He instructed that stipend of under-training doctors of provincial hospitals for major diploma from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Pakistan should be raised from Rs6,000 to Rs10,000 per month. 

He also instructed to give basic science teaching allowance to teachers of medical universities. In this regard, professors, assistant professors and associate professors would get an allowance of Rs15,000, Rs10,000 and Rs7,000 per month, respectively. 


The meeting decided to shift Kotri TB Sanitarium from the health department to Liaquat Medical University. Ebad also instructed that the MBBS and BDS qualified doctors should be given house job form the first month of passing their final examinations. 

The governor also instructed that the buildings of the DUHS should be acquired from the Evacuee Trust on permanent basis. 

Sindh Health Minister, Shabbir Qaimkhani, Minister for Labour, Transport and Industries, Adil Siddiqui, City Nazim, Health Secretary, Prof Naushad Shaikh, VC, Liaquat Medical University, Prof Jan Muhammad Memon, VC, DUHS, Prof Masood Hameed, Secretary Finance, Malik Israr, Additional Secretary, Aftab Lodhi and others were present.

(The News-2, 23/08/2006)
Housing units insufficient in Punjab, says ADB

RAWALPINDI, Aug 23: The sluggish growth in the number of housing units has led to increased crowding of houses in the Punjab province despite somewhat faster growth in income, says a report of the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The number of housing units in Punjab increased merely by two per cent between 1980 and 1998, compared to three per cent per annum in other provinces.


In contrast, the number of persons per housing unit in other provinces has declined. The population in the Punjab was growing at 2.5 per cent per annum compared to 2.6 per cent in other provinces, says ‘the Punjab Economic Report’ of ADB.


Construction has the potential to be one of the most dynamic sectors of Pakistan’s economy. However, the shortage of housing units in the country is estimated to be around five million units, indicating that this sector has considerable untapped growth potential, says the report.


According to the report obtained by Dawn, the total national investment in housing, at around Rs150 to Rs160 billion per annum, contributes less than one per cent of the GDP.


Historically, the state-owned Housing Building Finance Corporation has provided the bulk of housing finance. However, even at its peak, annual credit by formal financial institutions has never exceeded 1.5 per cent of total housing investment compared to around 25 to 50 per cent in South East Asia and the United States respectively.


The report points out that a culture of wilful default along with procedural complications encountered by financial institutions have deterred the private sector from venturing into housing finance activities. High interest rates throughout the 1990s have also restrained the demand for credit, prevailing interest rates are now at their lowest levels ever, it says.


While addressing the biggest problem constraining the development of the housing finance sector - the difficulties in enforcing foreclosure laws in the event of a default is largely outside the purview of provincial governments - the federal government has recently taken several important steps in this regard.


The improved performance of banking tribunals, along with enactment of the 2001 finance institutions (Recovery of Finances) Ordinance provide some hope that challenges of foreclosure have been addressed effectively through strengthening of legal framework and debt recovery procedures.


The eventual development of a secondary market in housing finance, leading to the introduction of tradable mortgage-backed instruments whereby primary lenders can securitize their mortgage holdings for re-sale to other investors, will give an additional fillip to this sector, the ADB report says.


ADB emphasised that the provincial government could also play an important role in addressing a number of other key legal, fiscal and administrative barriers hindering faster development of the housing and construction sector.


In addition, disposal of land owned by the government in prime commercial locations and being used for less productive purposes (or leased out to the private sector at nominal rents), will help better exploit the potential of this scarce asset, and thereby stimulate private construction activity, improve land utilisation and mobilise revenues for all levels of government.

A number of actions within the provincial government’s control were proposed in the report.

(By Amin Ahmed, Dawn-2, 24/08/2006)

SHC orders probe into unauthorised construction


KARACHI, Aug 24: The Sindh High Court has directed the chief controller of buildings, Karachi Building Control Authority, to conduct an inquiry into all cases of unauthorized constructions in the city and take action against he deputy controllers of building concerned in respective towns.

The chief controller should make it sure that no building is allowed to be built even if subsequent regularization is pending as it was only breach of violation rather compliance of law, SHC's division bench, comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Mohammad Afzal Soomro, observed, directing the chief controller to submit a compliance report within four weeks.


The court was hearing a petition filed by an NGO against unauthorized construction at plot A-60 Gulshan-i-Faisal, Bath Island. The NGO accused the KBCA of sheltering the respondent builders by not taking action against them. The court took serious notice of delinquency of KBCA officers for not stopping the illegal constructions, observing half-hearted and non-serious attempts were made to restrain construction.


No attachment or lawful authority was used to check the unauthorized constructions and property was allowed to occupy without occupancy certificate, the court observed.

It seems that just to give seemliness of punitive action, the trivial punishment was imposed which is far less than the illegality committed and enrichment drawn by facilitating the unauthorized construction.


Expressing dissatisfaction over comments filed by the KBCA officials, the court observed that no detail was made on record.

The court deplored that the law officers of KBCA sided the delinquent officers in the matter and pleaded for their mercy, observing such is not expected from law officers who are holding office to defend public interest rather than interest of delinquent officer.


The builders, developers, architectures and delinquent officers simply walk away enriching themselves, the court observed, adding innocent people who are lured to occupy buildings are left abandoned, without realizing the difficulties which they may follow.

The court also directed the KBCA to place the inquiry report against the delinquent officers in the case within two weeks.

Meanwhile, a division bench of the High Court of Sindh on Thursday ordered demolition of illegally constructed floors of Green Belt Residency Project at plot No 7/1, block-2 in Clifton.

The bench, comprising Justice Musheer Alam and Justice Munib Ahmed Khan, directed the KBCA officials to demolish illegal constructions with the help of area police, in the presence of the SHC Nazir to ensure compliance of the order.

(Dawn-17, 25/08/2006)

The Zionist myth of greater Israel

By Arif Hasan

ACCORDING to the Old Testament, God promised the Israelites the land between the Nile and the Euphrates. This land according to the Bible was inhabited by the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and occupied much of this land.


The Bible gives details of how it was occupied and how its cities were destroyed and plundered and their citizens massacred by the Israelites. There are remarkable similarities between what happened then and what is happening today in the Holy Land. So, it is interesting to note what the Bible has to say about the Israelite occupation of the Holy Land in about 1200 BC.


There are hundreds of verses describing the destruction of the cities and the massacre of the inhabitants of the Holy Land, but I can only give a few for editorial reasons. The Bible from which these quotations are taken is the New International Version of the Philippines Bible Society, Manila 1984, and the chapter and verse number precede the quotes.


In the Chapter on Exodus Moses speaks in the verse below.

3.8 So I have come down to rescue them from the land of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey — the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.

The Israelites sent spies into Palestine to ascertain conditions. The Chapter on Numbers gives their feedback and follow-up in the following verses.


13.27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large.”


21.2 Then Israel made this vow to the Lord: “If you will deliver these people into our hands, we will totally destroy their cities”. 3 The Lord listened to Israel’s plea and gave the Canaanites over to them. They completely destroyed them and their towns.


But the Israelites also encountered resistance from Sihon, King of the Amorites and from Og, King of Bashan. The Bible tells us how their towns were destroyed by the Israelites and all men, women and children were killed “leaving them no survivors”. The expansion continued as described in the following verses in the Chapter on Numbers.


31.10 They burned all the towns where the Midianites had settled, as well as all their camps. 11 They took all the plunder and spoils. Including the people and animals, 12 and brought the captives, spoils and plunder to Moses at their camp on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan across from Jericho.


31.14 Moses was angry with the officers of the army. 15 “Have you allowed all the women to live?” he asked them. 16 “They were the ones who followed Balaam’s advice and were the means of turning the Israelites away from the Lord. 17 Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, 18 but save for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a man.”


33.50 On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho the Lord said to Moses, 51 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, 52 drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. 53 Take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given you the land to possess. 54 Distribute the land by lot, according to your clans.

The Chapter on Deuteronomy has detailed descriptions regarding the occupation of Palestine and contains promises of victory that the Lord made to the Israelites encouraging them to continue with their expansion. Some relevant verses are given below.


1.6 The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7 Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighbouring peoples in the Arbah, in the mountains, in the western foothills, in the Negev and along the seacoast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates. 8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land that the Lord swore he would give to your fathers — to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — and to their descendants after them.”


9.1 Hear, O Israel. You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess nations greater and stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the sky. 2 The people are strong and tall — Anakites! You know about them and have heard it said: “Who can stand up against the Anakites?” 3 But be assured today that the Lord your God is the one who goes across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy them; he will subdue them before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate them quickly, as the Lord has promised you.


20.10 When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. 11 If they accept and open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labour and shall work for you. 12 If they refuse to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city. 13 When the Lord your God delivers it into your hand, put to the sword all the men in it. 14 As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves.


20.16 However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.


The Chapter on Joshua describes the final occupation of the Holy Land and the destruction of its cities in the following verses.


1.1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them — to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert and from Lebanon to the great river, the Euphrates — all the Hittite country — and to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you or forsake you.


The conquest of Jericho is described in Joshua.


6.24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house.


After Jericho the famous city of Ai was destroyed by the Israelites.


8.24 When Israel had finished killing all the men of Ai in the fields and in the desert where they had chased them, and when every one of them had been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were in it. 25 Twelve thousand men and women fell that day — all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not draw back the hand that held out his javelin until he had destroyed all who lived in Ai. 27 But Israel did carry off for themselves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the Lord had instructed Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day.


The destruction of Makkedah, Lebnah, Habron, Eglon and the Debir followed and are given in the Chapter on Joshua. The fate of these cities was identical to that of Jericho and Ai. For all these cities it is stated that Joshua “left no survivors” and “everyone in it they totally destroyed”. After this there was a rest from war as described in the verses from the Chapter on Joshua.


10.40 So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills and the mountain slopes, together with all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded.


11.14 The Israelites carried off for themselves all the plunder and livestock of these cities, but all the people they put to the sword until sparing anyone that breathed.


11.16 So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with their foothills, 17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon.


However, the occupation was not complete just as it is not complete today. The following verses from Joshua illustrate this.


13.1 When Joshua was old and well advanced in years, the Lord said to him, “You are very old, and there are still very large areas of land to be taken over.


13.2 “This is the land that remains; all the regions of the Philistines and Geshurites; 3 from the Shihor River on the east of Egypt to the territory of Ekron on the north, all of it counted as Canaanite (the territory of the five Philistine rulers in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron — that of the Avvites); 4 from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, from Arah of the Sdonians as far as Aphek, the region of the Amorites, 5 the area of the Gebalites; and all Lebanon to the east, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo, Hamath.


13.6 “As for all the inhabitants of the mountain regions from Lebanon to Miserphoth Maim, that is, all the Sidonians, I myself will drive them out before the Israelites. Be sure to allocate this land to Israel for an inheritance, as I have instructed you, and divide it as an inheritance among the nine tribes and half of the tribe of Manasseh.”


The above quotations make disturbing reading for the history and religious beliefs of a people are part of its psyche. It is well known that orthodox thinking is deeply rooted in the minds of the rulers and people of Israel and it is because of this that the concept of “greater Israel” (from the Nile to the Euphrates as promised by the Lord) is enshrined in the Israeli Constitution.


One wonders to what extent even the liberal Israelis believe in the invincibility of Israel and its use of force to occupy Palestine and parts of its neighbouring countries on the basis of their religion, just as many Muslim liberals have a secret admiration for militant Islam.


Is peace possible if occupying and subjugating other nations is a part of your faith? In the Old Testament “peace” only came to the Holy Land when the Babylonians from what is today Iraq came and destroyed the power of the Israelites (one wonders if this factor figured in the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq). But that “peace” created what came to be known in the West as “the Jewish problem” which the West has used to pursue its imperialist ambitions.


The Old Testament is not unique in promoting ethnic and religious superiority, violence and subjugation of “others”. In the scriptures and traditions of many religious and ethnic entities there are similar concepts of superiority and preaching of subjugation of indigenous people and ethnic groups.


The use of religion and tradition for promoting injustice and violence can only be curtailed if religious texts and traditions can be related by societies as a whole to the context of the times in which they were produced. A very tall order in this day and age of megalomania and paranoia and hence irrationality, hypocrisy and lies.

(By Arif Hasan, Dawn-13, 26/08/2006)

A cosmetic ban


IF THE past is any guide, the Lahore city nazim’s imposition of a blanket ban on all construction in the congested Shahalam Market will open new floodgates of corruption. Thursday’s tragic deaths and injuries caused by the collapse of an illegally constructed building in the area could have been averted if the civic authority concerned had followed rules that require the approval of a building plan before construction can be undertaken. Instead, the Lahore Development Authority is known to condone illegal building activity. There are no less than 1,126 unlawful multi-storey plazas in the city, none of which has been regularised or inspected for building safety because the LDA does not have a building engineer as inspector on its staff. Unlike Karachi, there is no separate building control authority in Lahore, which is not to say that the KBCA’s record has been any better than the LDA’s in ensuring compliance with building bylaws. The failure of civic agencies to enforce building laws and rules is based on the rot of corruption prevailing among their concerned officials. The practice has assumed menacing proportions in all big cities, claiming lives and causing damage to property all too frequently.


The latest building collapse in Lahore is the 11th such incident this monsoon season in that city alone; yet no heads have rolled, and no inquires have been initiated. Congested city centres in big metropolises have become de facto warehouses and wholesale markets, with greedy traders digging basements under the existing old buildings and adding more floors on to the upper structures after greasing the palms of the officials concerned. Historical city centres, like those in Lahore and Peshawar, for instance, have been victims of the wrong kind of building in recent years; this is also because of the lack of a national heritage policy aimed at conserving historical sites. Demolition of historical structures to make room for lucrative commercial plazas has become the norm of the building mafia. The need for formulating a uniform urban building code and its strict enforcement cannot be overstated if our cities are going to have any sense of sustainable growth based on proper planning.

(Dawn-7, 27/08/2006)

Do we ever realise what our silence can cost us?

It is disappointing to note that citizens suffer great losses due to their silence over, and ignorance about, particular issues. This was precisely the case when they raised no questions about illegal construction on the premises of Bagh-e-Jinnah, a national heritage. 

This writer still fondly recalls the days when he used to visit this lush green ground, also known as Frere Hall, with friends or family to enjoy and relax under the shade of huge trees many of which have now been spoiled for the sake of a controversial road recently built on the park land to facilitate passage of American diplomats and their convoy. 


Frere Hall, without doubt one of the city’s best-loved landmarks, is now serving as a means of access for US envoys all because the leaders of this so-called independent nation stoop too low to curry favour of the mightiest on earth. With their right of movement around the US consulate-general already circumscribed, the citizens cannot even enjoy free access to their national heritage.

One is shocked to know that the construction of this road was patently illegal since it was by no means in the national interest. It was a violation of the Sindh Public Property Encroachment Act, 1975, according to which undue interference in public property militates against the law. And what they fouled up with was a national heritage of the province. There is no law which allows such kind of construction. But then who can stop Americans from achieving whatever catches their fancy.


What makes things all the more disturbing is the fact that neither the city government nor any other department of state took any notice of the situation even though this issue was highlighted in this newspaper before the contractor completed the job.

This goes without saying that the US consulate-general has already been provided so much security cover that allowing ruin of a national heritage in the name of security can hardly be justified. 


Besides, they had already stopped issuing visas several years back and no facilities are being given to the citizens. After the official announcement that the consulate was going to shift from Abdullah Haroon Road to Mai Kolachi, there was hardly a need left for the authorities to construct a road at the cost of a national heritage.


Logically, there should be a separate place for the diplomats whose security engages most of our police and rangers personnel who may otherwise be put to better use. If one looks at Islamabad, there is an enclave for diplomats. Even in other countries of the world, a separate place is allocated to set up foreign missions — not in the capitals alone, but in large cities as well.


What to talk of the government, the silence of NGOs and other bodies committed to the cause of public good over this issue has been deafening. No demonstration was held nor any petition filed in court to condemn this illegal construction and violation of the Sindh Public Property Encroachment Act, 1975.


The importance of Frere Hall for the city’s landscape is as much as that of Quid’s tomb, and if its sanctity is being violated, there should have been a strong protest to stop that development. But who bothers. Especially when the government has no interest in such matters, the public organisations espouse no such causes and most citizens are busy in doing their 9 to 5 jobs, without knowing what’s happening to the city.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 29/08/2006)
Politics of plots and housing in bureaucracy

Top members of the civilian bureaucracy want to eat their cake and have it too when it comes to politics of plots and housing. 

Sources in the bureaucracy say some senior officials are burning midnight oil these days to get the prime minister’s recent decision of offering houses to all BS-17 and above CSS officers implemented in a manner that a federal secretary could get a house too in addition to what he has already been offered. 


A select class of BS-22 officers, who are officiating as federal secretaries, has already been offered a lucrative package that includes 20 per cent raise in their salary, provision of a driver or an orderly on retirement and a residential plot on controlled rates (in addition to the plot being given on turn through the Federal Government Employees Housing Scheme). 


Sources said some of those officiating as federal secretaries want that in addition to the aforementioned package they should be provided a house as announced by the prime minister for other civil servants. 

The prime minister had recently approved a scheme to provide a house on the lines of the Pakistan Army Welfare Directorate scheme for officers of the federally-constituted occupational groups in BS-17 and above with at least 25 years of service. 


The spokesman of the Ministry of Housing and Works, when contacted, said in the light of prime minister’s approval for the housing scheme for central superior services (CSS) officers, modalities are being worked out. 

Although the spokesman did not disclose the details of the proposed modalities, sources said, some federal secretaries, belonging to different occupational groups, are manoeuvring to include all BS-22 CSS officers in the announced housing scheme, irrespective of what federal secretaries have been offered separately. 


These officials are of the view that the federal secretaries’ package, which includes a residential plot, does not deprive them of the house scheme promised for all CSS officers with at least 25 years of service. Most senior CSS officers, including federal secretaries, have already been allotted plots under the Federal Government Employees Housing Scheme in different sectors like I-8, G-13, G-14 and National Police Foundation scheme, etc. 


In addition to the said allotment, federal secretaries, including even the contractual appointees, would benefit from the recently-announced package of salary raise, a residential plot and post-retirement facility of an orderly or a driver. 

The housing scheme, if finally implemented according to the wishes of some federal secretaries, would also ensure them a house. A source said due to the non-availability of land in Islamabad, there is a consideration to build multi-storey flats in some sectors, including the I-8. But some senior members of the bureaucracy are trying to persuade the authorities that the flats should be offered to BS-17 to BS-20 officers, while the BS-21 and BS-22 officers should be provided houses (on 500 square yard plots) in the developed sectors of Islamabad. 


A government official, perturbed by this situation, said there is no point in offering houses to government officials who have already been provided residential plot(s). It would be an extraordinary burden on taxpayers, the official said, adding that a government servant should either be allotted a plot or a house in his entire career. “We must not make them property agents,” the official source said, wondering whether any federal secretary would stand up to say no to ‘this money-spinning game at the cost of public money.’

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-10, 29/08/2006)
LDA has no record of 50pc buildings: Shahalam Market

LAHORE, Aug 28: The Lahore Development Authority (LDA) does not have record of 50 per cent buildings in its controlled area of Shahalami Market, reveals a report of the committee formed by the district government to probe the collapse of China Tower in the commercial hub of the city.

The survey conducted by the committee of over 60 buildings on the main road disclosed that in 90 per cent cases gross violations of building plans had been committed.

Either basements have been constructed or more floors have been added illegally to the approved structures, the survey says, adding the maximum altitude of the buildings is also over and above the permissible limits.

Most of the violations have been committed during the last 10 years or so, the committee observes.

LDA authorities will identify officials who remained posted in the estate management department during that period in a meeting of the body being held on Tuesday (today) to finalise findings of the survey, it is learnt.


DCO Muhammad Ijaz says the report will be sent to the LDA as well as towns for appropriate action against the violators. It will also be submitted to the chief minister.


Meanwhile, contrary to the claims made by authorities, debris of collapsed floors of China Towers could not be removed even on Monday, keeping the Shahalami Road partially closed.

The DCO had on Saturday told reporters that the road would be opened to traffic by Monday morning as the wreckage would be removed by that time.


Owners of adjacent shops said that non-technical workforce had been hired to remove the debris which had so far completed less than 30 per cent of the task.


Pakistan Bottle Perfume Association president Zahid Mir, whose owned a shop in an adjacent plaza, alleged that ordinary labour had been employed purposely for recovering goods from the building instead of removing the rubble that endangered the rest of the structure as well as adjoining markets.

“The Bottle Market is lying closed since Thursday, the day the China Tower collapsed, and shopkeepers are worried about the loss of their business worth millions of rupees daily.”


Mir said some government agency with technical expertise and required machinery should have been deputed for clearing the rubble. He alleged that Bilal Khan Lodhi, the owner of the China Tower, was a close relative of a top official in the federal government and that was why police were taking least interest in his arrest.

The DCO on the other hand said said that the Sunday night rain had rendered the task (rubble removal) risky. He said that the LDA might be involved in the job if the incumbent contractor failed to finish it by Tuesday.

(By Amjab Mahmood, Dawn-12, 29/08/2006)

Do we ever realise what our silence can cost us?

It is disappointing to note that citizens suffer great losses due to their silence over, and ignorance about, particular issues. This was precisely the case when they raised no questions about illegal construction on the premises of Bagh-e-Jinnah, a national heritage. 


This writer still fondly recalls the days when he used to visit this lush green ground, also known as Frere Hall, with friends or family to enjoy and relax under the shade of huge trees many of which have now been spoiled for the sake of a controversial road recently built on the park land to facilitate passage of American diplomats and their convoy. 


Frere Hall, without doubt one of the city’s best-loved landmarks, is now serving as a means of access for US envoys all because the leaders of this so-called independent nation stoop too low to curry favour of the mightiest on earth. With their right of movement around the US consulate-general already circumscribed, the citizens cannot even enjoy free access to their national heritage.


One is shocked to know that the construction of this road was patently illegal since it was by no means in the national interest. It was a violation of the Sindh Public Property Encroachment Act, 1975, according to which undue interference in public property militates against the law. And what they fouled up with was a national heritage of the province. There is no law which allows such kind of construction. But then who can stop Americans from achieving whatever catches their fancy.


What makes things all the more disturbing is the fact that neither the city government nor any other department of state took any notice of the situation even though this issue was highlighted in this newspaper before the contractor completed the job.


This goes without saying that the US consulate-general has already been provided so much security cover that allowing ruin of a national heritage in the name of security can hardly be justified. 


Besides, they had already stopped issuing visas several years back and no facilities are being given to the citizens. After the official announcement that the consulate was going to shift from Abdullah Haroon Road to Mai Kolachi, there was hardly a need left for the authorities to construct a road at the cost of a national heritage.


Logically, there should be a separate place for the diplomats whose security engages most of our police and rangers personnel who may otherwise be put to better use. If one looks at Islamabad, there is an enclave for diplomats. Even in other countries of the world, a separate place is allocated to set up foreign missions — not in the capitals alone, but in large cities as well.


What to talk of the government, the silence of NGOs and other bodies committed to the cause of public good over this issue has been deafening. No demonstration was held nor any petition filed in court to condemn this illegal construction and violation of the Sindh Public Property Encroachment Act, 1975.


The importance of Frere Hall for the city’s landscape is as much as that of Quid’s tomb, and if its sanctity is being violated, there should have been a strong protest to stop that development. But who bothers. Especially when the government has no interest in such matters, the public organisations espouse no such causes and most citizens are busy in doing their 9 to 5 jobs, without knowing what’s happening to the city.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 29/08/2006)

Conservation, not beautification


THE ‘beautification’ of prime national heritage monuments such as the Lahore Fort and the Shalimar Gardens is an ill-advised move that must be dispensed with. Lahore’s Parks and Horticulture Authority (PHA) is spending Rs17 million on beautifying the two monuments listed by Unesco as world heritage sites when what they really need is better upkeep than has been their fate. Two years ago the federal government washed its hands of the custodianship of the fort and the Shalimar, handing them over to an ill-equipped provincial archaeology department that had little expertise in taking care of historical sites. The situation since then has been unsatisfactory in terms of the desired level of maintenance and conservation that both monuments have been badly in need of. Since the PHA has been trusted with the task of ‘beautifying’ the two sites, there has been little progress made and much heartburn caused between it and the provincial archaeology department; in the end, it is the two monuments that have suffered further neglect and decay.


The PHA, right from its inception under the previous Punjab government, has been a commercially motivated entity. Over the years it has thoroughly commercialised Lahore’s many public parks, the food streets and the city’s pride of all festivals, Basant. The genie of the public-private entrepreneurial model has been its sole driving force: big businesses have taken over parts of public parks, hijacked cultural festivals to exploit them for commercial gain and rented the premises of historical monuments for holding functions. The last practice is being followed in violation of court orders which prohibit such use of heritage sites. This has got to stop before more damage is done to historical monuments, whose beauty lies in conserving their original character and not in decking them up to attract commercial interests.

(Dawn-7, 30/08/2006)

KBCA allowed to inspect project

KARACHI, Aug 30: The Sindh High Court allowed the Karachi Building Control Authority to inspect the site of a commercial project on Sharea Faisal and take appropriate action after noticing any violation of the approved plan or the building and town planning regulations.

An interim ex parte order was passed on Aug 8 on a builder’s suit restraining the KBCA from ‘interfering in the construction in any manner whatsoever except if it is found that the construction is in deviation of the approved plan’. The project called ‘City Mall’ is being raised on plot number ST-1-A/2 measuring 5,319 square yards.


The KBCA complained through its counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan, that the builder was not allowing KBCA officials to enter the project premises under the cover of the interim order. It expressed the apprehension that the restraint order might further be misused for contravention of the approved plan and building regulations.


Justice Amir Hani Muslim, who heard the case, decreed the builder’s suit against undue interference and allowed the KBCA applications for inspection and action in accordance with the law and rules.


CONTEMPT CASE: The High Court issued the establishment secretary a show-cause notice in another contempt application on Wednesday for his alleged failure to comply with a court order in respect of an income tax department officer’s promotion.

Additional income tax commissioner Haseebul Haq submitted through Advocate Mansoorul Haq Solangi that the court had directed the central selection board on Feb 3 to convene its meeting by March 11 to consider his case for promotion from Grade 19 to Grade 20. He said he was superseded in 2003 and he made a representation under the Civil Servants Act to challenge his supersession. He also approached the Federal Service Tribunal, which passed an order in his favour. He moved the high court finally and a division bench asked the selection board to decide the matter honestly and fairly within 30 days, assigning valid reasons for any decision taken by it.


The applicant said the respondent secretary and the selection board failed to comply with the court order within 30 days or any time thereafter. They were guilty of contempt of court and should be prosecuted for the offence.


Issuing a notice to the federal secretary for Sept 19, a division bench comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Yasmeen Abbasy restrained the respondent from making any promotion order in the meanwhile. Deputy Attorney-General Akhtar Ali Mahmood was asked to report by Sept 8 whether, and if so what, action had been taken by the respondent to comply with the court order.

(Dawn-19, 31/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER

Construction at Hindu Gymkhana


HINDU Gymkhana, the property which has belonged to the Hindu community since pre-partition days, has been taken away by its occupants in bits and pieces. Whatever was left was handed over to the National Academy of Performing Arts (NAPA) in order to build Pakistan’s soft image at home and abroad.

The government’s decision to establish such an academy is correct as it was the need of the hour to develop culture, sports and tourism all of which was ignored all these years. But why must it be done at the cost of property which belongs to the Hindu community? The person to whom the property has been handed over can afford any huge place where such academy can be established. Meanwhile the Hindu community is without any place to hold their social and religious activities.


Even without any place of recreation or a playground the community has produced two national level test cricketers Anil Dalpat and Danish Kaneria. Apart from cricket the community has also contributed in other sports and cultural activities.


It should also be mentioned that after the formal inauguration of NAPA on the February 1, 2005 the person responsible had even changed the name of the Hindu Gymkhana to NAPA. It was only after a big hue and cry by the representatives of the community through the print and electronic media that the original name was restored.

This matter was been raised in the national and provincial assemblies by MNAs, MPAs and advisory council members time and again over the past many years. The struggle to get back the Gymkhana is going but without any consideration from the government so far. The government is fully aware of this genuine demand but it has not made any decision whatsoever in this regard.


The Hindu community living in Pakistan are very upset and pained at the treatment being meted out to them in connection with the Hindu Gymkhana. The fact remains that the minorities are equal citizen of Pakistan and as such they involve themselves in all national activities as and when the need arises.

In view of this unsettled dispute, the person concerned in NAPA should immediately refrain from carrying out further construction because firstly they are not the owner, and secondly it is a protected heritage site which belongs to the Hindu community as it is evident from its name.

RAMESH B. MANA, 

Co-chairman, Pak Hindu Welfare Association

(Dawn-6, 01/09/2006)

PR plea in land case dismissed

KARACHI, Aug 31: The Sindh High Court dismissed on Thursday a Pakistan Railways appeal against allotment of its prime land to its employees through the Railways Co-operative Housing Society.

The land, situated near the Gilani railway station, was sought to be resumed by the PR as no allotment had been made to the co-op society and it could not lease it out to its members. The society and three of its members claimed that they were allotted residential plots in 1981. The claim was upheld by a single judge of the high court and the PR moved an intra-court appeal against the order.

A division bench, comprising Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery, dismissed the appeal after hearing Advocates Saify Ali Khan and Arshad Iqbal for the respondent allottees and Advocate Chaudhry Rashid for the Railways.

(Dawn-17, 01/09/2006)

Top KBCA officials to face action: SHC ruling on violation

KARACHI, Aug 31: Justice Maqbool Baqar of the Sindh High Court asked the chief controller of buildings, Karachi Building Control Authority, on Thursday to take action against the KBCA officials who allowed a ground-plus-three-floor apartment complex to come up on a 363-square-yard plot meant for a doubly-storey one unit bungalow near Bahadurabad

Declining a KBCA plea for a demolition order, the judge directed the court nazir to inspect the site within a week to see whether the flats were occupied or unoccupied. Further hearing was adjourned to Sept 5. No third party interest would be created in the meantime.


Appearing in response to a court notice, CCOB Mumtazur Rahman Khan submitted that a building plan for a double-storey bungalow was approved by the KBCA for plot number 217, Block 3, Bihar Muslim Co-operative Housing Society, near Bahadurabad, in May 2005. However, a ground-plus-three-floor apartment complex was raised; and when the authority objected, an application for regularization under a notification that expired in 2004 was submitted along with picture of another under-construction structure.


The KBCA rejected the application and the owners instituted a suit in the high court and obtained a restraint order ‘ex parte’. The CCOB said the suit had been instituted to browbeat the KBCA into regularizing the illegal structure.


Asked by the court why no action was taken for demolition of the illegal structure, the CCOB maintained that three operations were launched for demolition during one of which the entire demolition squad and other KBCA officials were taken hostage. The judge remarked that the KBCA successfully demolished structures it really wanted to pull down and untenable reasons were put forth for inaction where its officials were involved.


The CCOB said the KBCA alone could not ensure demolition when other civic agencies and utilities like the Water and Sewerage Board, the Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation and the Sui Southern Gas Company did not co-operate with it. If they refused to provide connections to illegal structures or severed their connections subsequently, the builder or owner would be compelled to adhere to the law and rules. A demolition operation, particularly of an occupied building, needed police assistance and protection, which, the CCOB said, was seldom available.

He informed the judge that the KBCA filed a constitutional petition for establishment of its police station and for appointment of a special magistrate and it was pending hearing before the court.


Justice Baqar reprimanded the KBCA chief for taking shelter behind lack of powers and police assistance to justify the inaction and corruption of the authority.


The CCOB said he was only explaining the inability of the KBCA caused not only by the absence of co-operation of police and civic agencies and utilities but also by shortage of manpower and equipment available to it.


Pressing for a demolition order, KBCA counsel Shahid Jamil Khan submitted that the building was only partly occupied and the occupants could be easily evicted by police. He apprehended that the entire building would be ‘filled’ with occupants overnight to confront the court nazir with a ‘fait accompli’.

The judge ordered action against the controller, deputy controller, assistant controller and the architect concerned and adjourned the hearing to Sept 5. The suit has been filed by nine plaintiffs against rejection of their regularization application and for an injunction against the KBCA.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 01/09/2006)

Another building collapse


BARELY a week after the collapse of an illegally constructed building in Lahore, news that an eight-storey building came down and killed four people in Murree on Thursday is tragic. That the building had been earlier ordered to be demolished — as it was damaged during last year’s earthquake — makes the occurrence even more disturbing, for it shows utter disregard for rules and regulations in the construction of multi-storey buildings. Anger is bound to surface over the fact that deaths may have been averted had the authorities ensured strict compliance with the rules during construction and moved quickly to vacate the building after it was declared unsafe. But official apathy seems to have become the norm and it is the public that must bear the brunt of such irregularities and indifference. How many more lives are in danger can be gauged from a report after the Lahore incident that only one building out of 95 in the Shahalam market is legally constructed. The Lahore Development Authority must be taken to task for its gross negligence on this score. The district nazim has said that he wants to put in place a comprehensive strategy that would disallow the building of illegal structures. Although this is stating the obvious, what the authorities need to do is to proceed against violators and enforce a strict monitoring system that ensures that no additional structures are built without prior approval.


The relevant nazim for Murree has also said that a technical committee will identify dangerous and illegally built buildings in the area. It is sad that a tragic incident had to happen to make the authorities realise that they were not doing their job of checking that no one was in violation of building rules and regulations. The authorities need to ensure that they have proper records of all buildings and strictly enforce building codes to avert any future tragedy.

(Dawn-7, 03/09/2006)

KBCA chief against regularization


KARACHI, Sept 3: The illegal construction activity has greatly affected the very beauty of the city as well as over-burdened utilities and as a result people living in all parts of the city had been facing problems and hardships.

Regularization of illegal buildings is no solution to problem and the construction activity in the city mandatorily be regularized.

This was stated by Chief Controller of Buildings, Mumtaz-ur- Rehman while talking to newsmen here on Tuesday.


Replying to a question, Mumtaz-ur-Rehman explained in clear terms that the KBCA is not a revenue-generating authority, but a regulatory body meant to regulate construction activity in the city in its legal form.

“The impression that the KBCA is a revenue authority is a misconception which must go,” he added.

The KBCA chief he would stand for regulating the construction activity.

He recalled that in the past regularization scheme was announced twice during which all illegally constructed buildings were regularized. He said this scheme was misused as builders who had constructed one floor illegally, constructed additional three to four floors and got them regularized under the scheme.


To a question, the CCOB said indiscriminate construction of marriage halls was also in gross violation of building rules and he is not in favour of their regularization.


Replying to another question, Mr Mumtaz said he had introduced a system of “open kutchery” whereby complaints and problems of aggrieved people are redressed on the spot. He said this, too, is proving fruitful in containing corruption as well as illegal acts by constructors.

Similarly, he said the building plans of bigger plots are approved only after a presentation is made by the owner/builder.


In the presentation, the presence of structure engineer, vetting engineer, architect and all other concerned persons is a necessary pre-requisite so that all objections thereof are sorted out then and there and clients are not made to keep visit the offices of concerned officials.


Regarding one-window facility, he said that introduction of facility for approval of building plans in respect of plots of 60, 80, 120 and 199 sq yards has proved a great success.


Following positive response from the public, the Karachi Building Control Authority is now considering extending the facility in respect of plots beyond 200 square yards up to 400 square yards to facilitate larger segment of people.

He pointed out that this system succeeded only because previously people had to run from pillar to post for almost six to eight months to get their building plans approved. But, now once they fulfil all the formalities as per check-list provided to them, the plan is given back to them approved just in one day. He said the applicant is also provided three standard designs of houses which he may wish to construct and if he opts for one of them, it is given to him with the approved plan.


This results in saving of time which earlier used to be consumed in running after the architects as well as in the saving of fee, paid to the architect, if he constructs the house as per the approved standard design, Mr Mumtaz said.


The chief controller said previously an applicant used to submit application on a piece of paper, but now quality forms are produced, printed from Security Printing Press and also carrying security features, for submission as an application.

He said this form with security features also carries the photograph of the applicant for which he need not to go to a photo shop, but his photograph is taken at the counter where form is submitted.

He said this system had brought relief to 80 per cent population whose problems now stand redressed.


Mumtaz-ur-Rehman said one-window facility is getting popularity day-by-day and it can be judged from the fact that just within five months the number of plans submitted under this system increased from five in March to 179 in June and 172 in July.


During this period, he informed, 14 plans were submitted in respect of plots of 60 square yards, 147 for plots of 80 square yards, 288 for plots of 120 square yards and 83 in other cases up to 199 square yards.

He said since March 25 to 31 to July, an amount of Rs4.4651 million was collected as scrutiny fee.

(Dawn-15, 04/09/2006)

Murree becomes death trap for tourists

ISLAMABAD, Sept 3: The country’s most popular hill resort Murree is turning into a concrete jungle and a ‘death trap’ for tourists with almost 100 old and new dangerous buildings that were affected by a series of tremors after October 8, 2005, and can collapse anytime, sources in Town Municipal Administration (TMA) and locals told Dawn on Sunday.

Over half a million tourists who visit Murree each year have become vulnerable to any mishap as they are compelled to live in hotels established in weak structures.


On the other hand, the TMA Murree has completely failed to protect the life of locals as well the tourists, the sources said.

They said four major incidents of building collapse had taken place at the hill resort in the last decade in which over one dozen people lost their lives. The latest one is the collapse of Samrah Apartments this week which claimed the lives of three people.

“Over 300 people were living in Samrah Apartments a month ago when the tourist season was on its peak. One can imagine how bigger a disaster it would have been if the building had caved in a month ago,” they said.


The sources said three of the incidents took place in last five years.

Three people had died when a hotel at the back side of Kutchery collapsed in 1996. Similarly, two people lost their lives when Abbasi Hotel on the Mall caved in five years ago.


The most horrible incident took place three years ago when a restaurant and a shop collapsed killing three people on the spot.

The sources said the TMA Murree had completely failed to take any step to demolish old and dangerous buildings and check the standard of construction in new cases.


The abolition of Murree Kahuta Development Authority (MKDA) under devolution plan is stated to be a big setback to quality construction work in new buildings and maintenance of the old ones.

“During the existence of MKDA, there was a check on new constructions and special campaigns were launched to analyse the strength of old structures. Unfortunately, no such efforts are being made these days,” a local of the area Haji Abdul Hafeez said. He said earlier the builders were bound to get No Objection Certificate (NOC) from eight different departments which ensured quality construction.

“Now builders use money and influence to get approved their faulty plans and substandard constructions,” he added.


Majority of new buildings, he said, were being constructed without any approved plan and required parameters.

“The digging of roadside land for new buildings caused seepage in the foundations of old buildings making them weak,” he said.


Mr Hafeez said local leaders of the ruling coalition and senior bureaucrats in Murree were engaged in constructing new roads only to erect their name plates, while the damaged roads and streets were being ignored causing erosion of land.

Some other people suggested that all pre-partition buildings in Murree should immediately be demolished and new construction done in accordance with the seismic conditions and environment of the area.

(By Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn-2, 04/09/2006)

Strict action against violating building laws

KARACHI: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) issued notices to the residents of Clifton Block-4 against commercialisation of the residential area.

According to a press release issued on Tuesday, the KBCA informed the owners of bungalows, shops, showrooms, clinics and beauty parlors in Clifton Block-4 through legal notices that commercialisation of the residential area is not allowed in the locality.


All those, who were warned by the KBCA, have been given one-year time to wind up all their commercial activities in the residential area. It further said that the KBCA will soon take action against the illegal double storey building at B-64 Block-1 Clifton.

The Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) Limited, the Karachi Electric Supply Cooperation (KESC) and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) have also been informed to disconnect all connections via letters to avoid any hurdle while demolition.

(The News-4, 06/09/2006)
In the lanes of pain
Kolachi takes you in to where you wouldn't want   to go. Welcome to the unfortunate reality of Machar Colony...
By Bilal Tanweer
When I reached the infamous Machar Colony and allowed myself to get accustomed to the smelling dust, the humid afternoon and the curious scurrying of half-naked children, I caught myself reciting N M Rashed's verse:
Ilahi, teri duniya jiss mein humm insaan rehtay hain
Ghareebo'n, jaahilo'n, murdo'n ki, beemaaro'n ki duniya hai
Yeh duniya bay-kaso'n aur lachaaro'n ki duniya hai
Humm apni bay-bussi per dinn raat hairan rehtay hain!
(Lord, Your world in which we, the humans, live
this world is a world of desitutes, the dispossessed, the dead and the diseased
this is a world of the powerless and defenceless
Ah, days, nights...we remain in awe of our helplessness!)
Maybe it was out of compassion, or just habit. But whatever it was, something between those first sights, sounds or whiffs signalled that I would not be able to write about all this as a detached report, that I would not be just citing figures, policy measures, lack of basic amenities, and the lot. And at that point, I thought about my agenda: why was I doing this?
I came to know about Machar Colony, around two years ago, while reading a research paper on the "Neo-Colonial State and Katchi Abadis in Pakistan", written by two faculty members at LUMS; also, while listening to a few rich men boasting about their donations to the Colony's schools. The name of the Colony creates a dreary imprint, something like a gutter or a swamp. So, when I attended the press conference for an art exhibition cum awareness campaign arranged by the NGO, Concern for Children (CFC), I carried all these notions. But when I entered the Colony I stood corrected: this was not too different from other lower–class dwelling areas in Korangi, Nazimabad and the like. But of course, the big picture was far bigger, as it always is.
In reality, for me, it was a trek down the lanes of pain, and through the dustbin of Karachi. And such treks are not written about. They are undertaken. Walk the walk, they say. And so we shall, says my pen.
  
Machar Colony's total population is estimated to be over 700,000 people, majority of them being children between ages 5–15. This is an important figure, and has to be seen in conjunction with the fact that over 41 per cent of Karachi's population lives in katchi abadis. Machar Colony is also amongst the biggest (maybe the biggest) of Karachi's over 550 katchi abadis.
Despite housing lacs, Machar Colony spans an area of four Sq. km. Sheila Ali, the Program Director CFC, said it in very illustrative words: "It's almost like cans of sardines. So many are packed into one that they keep coming, and you keep counting..." And as you walk through the colony, you find these cans crammed into each other, growing from each other's backs and noses.
Most people in the Colony are employed as shrimp peelers, fishermen, fish cleaners, or labourers in the ship breaking industry. The few flourishing businessmen that the colony has produced are in the fishing business, which is almost exclusively dominated by the Bengalis, who are also guessed to be the majority in the colony. The other ethnicity that has a significant presence in the Colony are Sindhis.
One of the first things which caught my attention while walking the paths was the amount of construction. It was a very happening place, indeed. Upon seeing the Falcon Cement depot, and a concrete brick factory when I expressed my surprise, Shams Rehman, my accomplice and a local of the Colony, explained, "Well, those who have the money, construct pakka houses." The point was there is a tiny group that was thriving in the colony, despite its shoddy appearance. "Mostly Bengalis, who own the fishing business. Some are people from outside who buy land and do business here." Shams told me. But no one really had a definitive idea about those buildings. 
In the government school we visited, the floor was submerged under four to five inches of dark, dirty yellow water, touted to be the doing of the rains. But rain water is much cleaner, isn't it? "Yes, but with time, when there is no outlet and water from other places also pours here, it becomes like this," the chowkidar, Faisal Karim told me. And then I noticed that the school's ground level was lowest amongst its surrounding, hence facilitating the water logging. 
"The school is closed till the construction budget is allocated," Faisal Karim added. And when will the construction budget happen? He smiled, "Khuda ko maloom hai jee. God knows, my friend." One year? "No, no, five to six months," he said. Ah, so no school for six months? "No, these children have been shifted to other schools in the colony." There are 16 government-0run schools, 32 private schools, and 64 madrassahs in the Colony. Private schools charge a fee of about 100-200 rupees per month, and they provide a cleaner atmosphere and better teachers. Around 10 of these schools have started to work with CFC which provides them with teacher training, teaching materials and furniture.
While walking down further, a few wheel-barrows carrying many five-litre cans ran past us. Following them to their hub, I discovered that this was the source of the Colony's water supply: hand pumps connected to water tanks. These tanks have to be filled with water using the paid-services of water tankers that abound Karachi. The water is then sold in cans of five litres, for 6 rupees per can. "In many parts of the colony, there is no tap water," Shahzad, who works as a fish cleaner since he was a child ("I don't remember working in any other place.") informs. However, it was shocking to find many pumps and running water in the place where the fish is cleaned. "This fish is for export, we don't get it here." Who owns this place, I asked when I saw no signs or logos. "Seth owns it. We don't know who he is or what he does or where he lives. He just comes here once a year, sometimes not even that. It's his munshis who do the job here."
"There are electricity meters installed throughout the colony," Shehzad told us. "But when load-shedding happens, we're loaded the most. There is no electricity for the past two days."
As we walked through the colony, there was a marked difference in the kind of houses: from the pakka constructions on the upfront of the colony, which resembles Karachi's other low-income areas to shoddy huts of tethered rugs, plastic nets and straw mats – held together by long pieces of wood. (I felt I was moving through those chapters on the Bombay slums in that marvellous novel, Shantaram by Gregory David Roberts.)
It took us close to an hour to walk through the colony, where it meets its end by the sea. "But where is the sea?" I asked Shams, as we walked on the embankment, which was created, I was told, to act as a barrier for the sea water – and also, as a stoppage point for the increasing population settlements. Shams smiled, "The water is climbing. Wait for another four hours, it will be here." He pointed my attention to those slides that children had created to play in water. Our last interaction of significance in the Colony was with those children who were gathering sludge in large bowls. They were the coyest of the children we encountered, and despite our callings paid little heed. We decided to walk though the sludge, about which we remained unsure: was it gutter water or sea water? Sea water, said Omer Ali, who was 12 and went to a madrassa. "We are gathering this mud to make our oven. Last oven was washed out by the rain." There is no gas supply in the colony; richer of the lot use cylinders, while poorer still use wood. (And yes, we also witnessed several large wood depots. That business was said to be dominated by Pathans largely.)
We walked back, jumping and trying to save our boots from the many great puddles of gutters – and rain.
The questions are many, but the most significant one of those, indeed the most fundamental is: why do these katchi abadis exist in the first place? Lack of housing? Sure. But why such an abject absence of the state or its functionaries or any concern by the state? The most common thing one hears about the katchi abadis, if one hears anything about them at all that is, is when they are being evicted. And soon it will happen that KPT will realise the value of this land, and the eviction process will begin. There are not plots in Machar Colony; however, some property is up for sale. Prices range from 15,000 rupees to 4 lacs, says Shams.
In the paper mentioned above, the authors, Shandana K. Mohmand and Aasim Sajjad Akhtar, put forth a very apt thesis, "The phenomenon of katchi abadis, or squatter settlements, at least in the Pakistani context, is at the same time a colonial legacy, and a function of the neo-liberal capitalist expansion. The Pakistani state, functioning to maintain the colonial relationship between state and subject, has mandated the creation, and maintenance of katchi abadis. It has ensured that the issue of low-income housing in cities remains marginal at the policy level, primarily because understanding the phenomenon and addressing the shortcomings that exist is tantamount to repealing the privileges of the state elite."
What is required is movement at a political level. NGOs can create two hospitals or entertain a few schools, that affect a handful of hundreds, but they will not change the lives and the destinies of millions who live, love and lose in katchi abadis.
As I leave Machar Colony, I catch myself reciting Rashed again:
Banna li aay khuda apnay liyay taqdeer bhi tu nay
Aur insaano'n se le li jurrat-e tadbeer bhi tu nay
Yeh daad achi milli hai humm ko apni bay-zubaani ki!
(You have, Oh God, created a Fate for yourself
And taken from us that courage to cure as well
And thus is the way
You reward us for our speechlessness!)
But I hold myself, for it is in the lanes of pain where hope finds its home.
(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-41, 10/09/2006)

Defence housing scheme planned on National Highway

KARACHI: The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has acquired over 12,500 acres of land on the National Highway to develop Defence-II housing scheme, besides indulging in value-addition activity of the existing Defence, DHA Administrator Brig Maqsood Hussain said. 

In a recent interview about the development plans of the DHA, he said that the price of adjacent land to the proposed Defence-II have already surged by 10 times and would escalate further when the development activity would commence. He said a desalination and power generation plant would be installed at Port Qasim area to ensure water and power supply to Defence-II. 

“We are trying to locate the land for the plant. It would generate 1,175 MW of electricity and 20 million gallons of water. The sweet ground water is also available there but he feared it would not be enough to meet the total demand, so the additional supply would be made through the Cogen power and desalination plant. 


The services of world-class developers, having experience of developing such localities in other countries, would be hired for the Defence-II. It has to be attractive and safe place for the residents, besides being free of all those snags and shortcomings, which have been identified now in Model Plan of Defence. 


Responding to a question on investment, he said it was safe in Defence for overseas Pakistanis as it is free from land grabbers. “You have to present yourself physically when making a decision about your land and no one can take a decision in your absence,” he said. He said the DHA would opt for land sharing formula with the developers for the new scheme. Special emphasis would be given to storm drains and effective sewerage system, besides drainage system for each road of the locality.

(The News-5, 10/09/2006)
Nahr-e-Khayyam 

By Ardeshir Cowasjee

IT was long ago, when Karachi was a livable city with a fair share of open spaces remaining to it but already threatened by the high-rise plague, that the plunder and degradation started.

In March 1990, my column on this page recorded that the then minister of housing and town planning, a ‘gentleman’ by the name of Agha Siraj Durrani, one of Asif Zardari’s principal sidekicks, was “intent upon despoiling Karachi with indecent haste, and is extremely busy sanctioning high-rises on plots of land where they have absolutely no right to be, openly defying all the building codes and disregarding completely whether utility amenities and facilities can support them.


“The name of the game is money. His latest targets are the main Clifton road, from the Teen Talwar to the supermarket roundabout, and the delightful poetically named Nahr-e-Khayyam across the road from the Mideast Hospital, which the government had long ago promised would be eventually filled in and used as a parkland — with a jogging track, a children’s playground, gardens, etc. The allotment of the canal land to the favoured has already started against the advice (for once) of the KDA.

“Would the good Governor of Sindh try to put his foot down to earth this time and save something of the benighted Clifton area.”


As is evidenced today, 16 years later, the good governor did nothing of the sort. There was no way he could take on the might of Zardari. The first post-Zia PPP government was in full flow, Benazir had given her husband a free hand — ‘when he speaks, I speak’ — and he was using it to the full and had the bureaucracy and administration suitably tied up in knots.


The 120-foot wide Nahr-e-Khayyam was always intended to remain an open tract of land; it is one of the major lungs of the Clifton area. It is also a major storm water drain purposefully dug and created by the Raj to carry rain and/or tidal water (not sewage) into the open sea. It was ideal land for grabbing purposes, and Zardari ‘fixed’ it with a reluctant but pliable Karachi Development Authority.


In January 1990, by a resolution the KDA decided to appropriate the Nahr to ‘generate additional funds’ and divided it into eight plots. The two corner plots at the two ends of the Nahr were commercial plots, destined for the construction of high-rise commercial and residential complexes and the six plots in between were designated as flat sites. In April, KDA issued a public notice informing the people that the flat sites were to be auctioned. The two commercial plots had already been ‘allotted’.


On May 2, six citizens, all residents of the Clifton area, filed CP D-392/90 in the High Court of Sindh seeking cancellation of the allotments and prohibition of the auction. A second petition, CP 429/90 was filed on May 8, and a third petition, D-433/90, on May 9 against respondents KDA, the Building Control Authority, the ministry of housing and town planning, and a dummy company set up by the Zardari/Durrani duo — Friends Associates.


Hearings of the petitions were adjourned time and again on the request of the KDA counsel, and the KDA meanwhile went ahead merrily auctioning, allotting and transferring the commercial plots and the flat sites to the Zardari front men.


So, on August 20 (the Benazir Bhutto government was dismissed for corruption, etc, on August 6), the citizens filed an amended petition (D-433/90) adding as respondent a second dummy company, Ocean View Limited, involved in the allotment/transfer game. They prayed that all allotments/transfers be quashed, that the conversion of the land use be declared illegal, and that no plans be approved and no approval given for any construction on the Nahr area. A stay was obtained.


Come the Nawaz Sharif first government and President Ghulam Ishaque Khan, for his own good, imported and installed as chief minister of Sindh Jam Sadiq Ali, no mean land grabber himself, and sense was ultimately hammered in. On September 5 1991, the High Court ordered that the three petitions “have become infructuous and they stand disposed of” as the KDA had now had ‘a change of heart’ and had filed a statement in the court declaring that the allotments of the two commercial plots and six flat sites had already been cancelled during the second half of August 1990, all auction bids had been rejected, and that the KDA had no plan or intention to allot any plots on the Nahr-e-Khayyam. Safe for that moment.


We now fast-forward to August 31, 2006, to the Metropolitan section of this newspaper and to the article ‘Why Karachi turned into a cesspool when it rained’. To quote:


“At Schon Circle, where the famous KPT underpass has been designed and built by Nespak, the branch of the Glass Tower nullah that had drained water from Clifton’s Block 8 into the Nahr-e-Khayyam was blocked off during the construction of the underpass. Nespak, in its wisdom, replaced four 24-inch diameter pipes with only one 15-inch pipeline, thus creating a choke point. What happened in Clifton was a disaster waiting to happen....... But the most serious theft that has taken place has been in the 125-feet long (sic. wide) Nahr-e-Khayyam itself. It is being covered as a box drain only 15 feet in width. The remaining 115 feet land along the nullah has already been used for marking plots — eight in the block on the west of Khayaban-e-Iqbal and more on the other side. The EDO, when I asked him about this land scam, vehemently denied it but others provided me the map. It is important that the matter be investigated to establish the truth......”.


Obviously the writer was unaware of the doings of the wily city government. On October 29, 2005, this newspaper carried a Public Notice concerning the Nahr-e-Khayyam which indirectly conveyed that ‘to generate funds’ the CDGK wished to create residential/ commercial plots on or near the Nahr in Block 5 Scheme 5, Clifton. It goes on to say, “Now, therefore, under Article 3-1.1 of the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations 2002, objections are hereby invited from public to aforesaid channelisation of Nahr-e-Khayyam and creation of residential/commercial plots within 15 days of the publication of this notice.”


Members of the NGO, Shehri, raised objections and on November 10 it wrote to EDO Attiq Beg asking for information which the master plan offices of the CDGK were bound to supply. Their letter stated :


“Apropos your Public Notice in the press of October 29, 2005, we request you to provide us the following information : 1) copies of the technical justification studies made in the light of the planning of the area (as per regulation 18-4.2.2 of KBTPR 2002, and other town planning laws), including availability of utilities (electricity, water, sewerage, etc), infrastructure (road traffic handling capacity, parking, garbage collection, etc) and amenities (parks, playgrounds,) police stations, hospitals, schools, etc. 2) Data on the present overloading of the above facilities/infrastructure in the residential area and around the proposed conversion. 3) Copy of the environmental impact assessment: carried out in accordance with Item H-1 of Schedule II of Review of IEE & EIA Regulations, 2002, notified under PEPA 1997 (noise, air pollution, utilities, infrastructure, crime, introductions of strangers into the neighbourhood, etc) of the proposed conversion, with public participation.”


Shehri recorded various other obvious objections and said that all the above was required by them to submit detailed and proper objections/comments/ observations. The letter ended : “It would also be pertinent to point out that this scheme is another venture to make millions and to environmentally degrade the city for the pecuniary benefit of a few.”


As was expected, no response was received and subsequent reminders were ignored. No public hearing was held and the CDGK stealthily commenced constructing an inadequate ‘box drain’ in the Nahr.

At the end of July this year the rains came. The KPT’s generous ‘gift’ to the people of Karachi, its wondrous underpass, was converted into a swimming pool, those living within a radius of a couple of kilometres suffered badly and the area was more or less inaccessible to those who had to traverse it to get from their A to their B.

Yesterday’s Dawn carried the City Nazim’s statement concerning the Nahr and related matters. Fortunately he does not ‘vow’ or ‘pledge.’ But he does convey that Chinese contractors have been invited to clean up the nullah and the Nahar.

With all this going on, should we despair? Never.

(Dawn-7, 10/09/2006)

Renewal of property leases


THERE are a number of properties in Karachi whose leases have ended on the expiry of the initial period of 99 years. Many people have approached the department concerned to renew their leases, but all their efforts have gone to waste for one simple reason that the Sindh government has not yet announced the renewal charges for lease of these properties.


Moreover, the department concerned does not have any proper office and the requisite staff to deal with such cases.

Taking advantage of the situation some middlemen in the market are offering their services for renewal of leases to the extent of two or so years to builders and developers so that the latter should be able to carry out construction of high-rise apartments, after submitting necessary affidavits to satisfy the relevant department that as and when renewal charges are levied on such properties the builders and developers will pay the same.


The trap is that once the builders and developers have sold out shops and apartments to individual buyers, they will disappear from the scene, while later on individual buyers will have to bear the additional amount once the department concerned will issue challans for renewal of lease.


It is hoped that the Sindh government will announce a schedule of affordable minimum charges for renewal of property leases, and set up a proper office where individual property owners are able to submit their cases, and at the same time builders and developers are able to offer a 99-year lease, instead of passing on the burden of renewal of property charges, to individual property buyers.


SYED A. MATEEN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 11/09/2006)

Culture deptt grills NAPA over illegal construction
KARACHI, Sept 10: The Sindh Culture Department has asked the National Academy of Performing Arts to explain what kind of construction work it was carrying out in the premises of Hindu Gymkhana, which is protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage (Protection) Act 1994, it is learnt here reliably.

The sources said that the NAPA, which was carrying out illegal construction in the gymkhana for past many weeks, had finally stopped its unauthorized construction in the site protected under the Heritage Act.


According to the sources, nobody, including the owner, could carry out any kind of repairs and construction activities at the site protected under the Act, which prescribes long prison terms and heavy fines on violators. An NOC from the advisory committee on cultural heritage, which is headed by the chief secretary, is required before carrying out any such activity in a protected site.

The sources said that the culture department has written a letter to the NAPA administrator on the subject of “Illegal construction of Hindu Gymkhana.”


The letter states that it has come to the notice of the culture department through press that some construction has been started in the Hindu Gymkhana without approval of the competent authority. In this respect, the letter refers to the reports published in Dawn on April 17 and July 29 as well as in Star on July 24.


It says: “It would be appreciated that being our tenant, you kindly intimate this department that what kind of construction work has been started in the premises of the Hindu Gymkhana. Hindu Gymkhana is a protected property under Sindh Cultural Heritage (Protection) Act 1994 (the terms & condition # 3 of the agreement is relevant). In this connection, a copy of the Sindh Cultural Heritage Act is enclosed for your guidance,” the culture department’s letter concludes.


The sources said that the Sindh Culture Department had given the Seth Ramgopal Goverdhandas Mohatta Hindu Gymkhana to the NAPA, which wanted to start the construction of a new theater in the premises, an activity which was not allowed under the Act. However, the project could not be started as no funds were available.


The NAPA later managed to get sponsorship for the theater project from the United Arab Emirates government, but the UAE and its contractors were not ready to start the construction without the permission from the relevant government departments.


The sources said that the NAPA managed to get the permission for “addition/ alteration” from the Karachi Building Control Authority.


In case of the building protected under the Heritage Act, the KBCA was not authorized to give any such permission for “addition / alteration” without the approval of culture department. However, the KBCA illegally issued the permission for “addition / alteration.”


The NAPA and the UAE contractors after getting this KBCA permission demolished an old open air theater, which was an integral part of the Hindu Gymkhana. Later, they started the construction of basement, ground, plus 50-feet high new theater building at the site of the demolished old theater.


The sources said that culture department officials took time to issue the letter to the NAPA though the Hindu Gymkhana was hardly a few hundred metres away from the department’s secretariat.


The sources said that the KBCA also on its part had cancelled the “alteration / addition” permission that it had given to the NAPA. On the directive of the KBCA, the NAPA finally stopped the illegal construction, the sources added.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-14, 11/09/2006)

Land, resettlement to cost Rs126.5bn: Akhori, Kalabagh dams

ISLAMABAD, Sept 10: The federal government has estimated that the land acquisition and resettlement plans for the Kalabagh and Akhori dams will cost slightly over Rs126.5 billion.

Informed sources told Dawn on Sunday that estimates for land acquisition and resettlement of people likely to be displaced by the two dams had been put at Rs68 billion and Rs58.6 billion, respectively.

The PC-1 of the Akhori dam has been submitted to the water and power ministry.

The sources said that the case had been submitted to the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) for technical evaluation and recommendation to the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (Ecnec) for cost approval.


The CDWP is expected to take up the matter at its forthcoming meeting. The tentative cost of the two dams is about Rs450 billion. The Akhori dam is estimated to submerge more than 59,200 acres of land and displace about 49,500 of people.

Asked as to how the land acquisition and resettlement plans could be finalised before the approval of Akhori dam’s PC-I, an official said the approval of cost estimates and that of PC-I could move side by side to save time and cost. He said land prices were increasing and hence sooner the government finalised the matter, the better.

He said the CDWP meeting was also likely to consider the engineering design and tender documents of the Akhori dam.


Kalabagh dam would encompass 110,200 acres of land and displace about 120,000 people.


A senior official at the ministry said the government had allocated Rs10 billion for hydel projects and dams in the current year’s development budget, which could be utilised for initial land acquisition of water projects.

Besides, the government has not yet finalised estimates for land acquisition and resettlement plan for Bhasha-Diamer dam. President Gen Pervez Musharraf last year announced construction of Diamer-Bhasha dam and performed its groundbreaking ceremony in April this year.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-3, 11/09/2006)

Four sectors of Taisar Town fully developed


KARACHI, Sept 12: Four sectors of the Taisar Town are fully ready now and the allottees can get possession of their plots for construction of houses. This was stated in a meeting of the Malir Development Authority held under the chairmanship of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Tuesday.

The meeting was told that infrastructure had been laid in sectors 11, 17, 9, and 2-A. The sectors had been fully developed and could be used for residential purposes.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that all basic amenities of high quality would be provided in the MDA schemes including modern drainage system and underground concrete lines for electricity, gas and telephone lines. “We are planning for the provision of modern basic amenities so that whosoever will opt to live here could have distinct feeling of difference,” he said.

He expressed satisfaction over the pace of work and said that 60 per cent development work of Taisar Town had been completed. He said that besides basic amenities, other planning too would be carried out on modern footing. He informed that installation of electricity and gas supply lines would start next month for which talks were going on with the KESC and the SSGC.


He directed that a main gate be constructed at the point of entry into the town and all sectors be highlighted through a big map. He said that balloting of plots of 120, 200 and 400 sq yards would be held soon. He observed that none of the roads constructed in Taisar Town was damaged during the recent rains.


Mustafa Kamal said that refund of amount had started for those who did not succeed in the ballot for plots of 120sq-yards. He told the meeting that MDA revenues would be spent in a proper manner and a comprehensive programme for maintaining complete details of income and future planning would be chalked out in the next meeting of MDA’s governing body.

The nazim said that at present work was going on provision of various basic amenities on a 4,000-acre area of Taisar Town and over 70 contractors were engaged in the work. As regards consultancy, he said, quality was being accorded first priority.


Among others, the meeting was attended by DCO Fazlur Rehman, DG MDA Amirzada Kohati, MDA and city government officials and representatives of contractor firm.


KIHD: The nazim paid a surprise visit to the Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases and checked attendance of staff. He visited various departments and inquired about the health of patients.

On the occasion, he was told that angiography of more than a dozen patients was being carried out daily while the number of patients in the OPD was more than 200 per day.


Meanwhile, Mustafa Kamal inaugurated the 63rd polio drive at Jamshed Town office on Monday.

He said that the city government had been paying special attention on health sector side by side the construction of roads and bridges and improvement of infrastructure for the last nine months.

He said that Rs3.5 billion had been allocated for health sector for the fiscal 2006-07 which was eight per cent of the total budget while over Rs1.19 billion was set aside for development in the health sector which was 90 per cent higher than the previous year. “Hopefully, the Karachi will be polio-free by the end of 2007,” he said.


Mr Kamal said that steps were being taken to make the life of common man easy and providing them all basic facilities.

During the last nine months, he said, basic changes had been brought in the health department and closed health institutions re-opened and Abbasi Shaheed, Spencer’s and Sarfraz Rafiqi Shaheed hospitals like institutions were a clear example of it. These institutions had practically closed down but the city government spent millions of rupees and made them operational which was a positive change.


In our medical institutions, he said, medicine stocks were available for the next one year while modern machinery had been provided and medical and paramedical staff was serving the people day and night.

He said it was a matter of delight that out of 23,000 reported polio cases, only 17 such cases existed now. He said if collective efforts were made by city government’s medical and paramedical staff, health workers, union and town councillors and all related institutions Karachi would be declared polio-free by the end of 2007. He asked the non-governmental organisations to play their due role in polio drives.

(Dawn-19, 13/09/2006)

High Court seeks explanation on expansion of museum

KARACHI, Sept 12: The Sindh High Court sought on Tuesday comments from the city district, provincial and federal governments on the expansion of the existing National Museum or a new site for an expanded museum to house and display antiques stored in the museum or kept at different places for want of space.

A writ petition was moved in 2002 by Fahim Zaman Khan, former administrator of the (defunct) Karachi Metropolitan Corporation, and some senior citizens initially to challenge the reported shifting of certain antiquities and relics belonging to the Quaid-i-Azam from Karachi to Islamabad.

The high court restrained the authorities from transferring any objects except for exhibition for a specific period, with the shifting of articles meticulously recorded along with the dates of removal and return.

It transpired during the proceedings that that the relics belonging to the Quaid and his sister, Mohtrama Fatima Jinnah, were displayed or stored at different places and the National Museum at Burns Garden had not had enough space to display all the articles in its custody.


The court ordered the local, provincial and federal authorities concerned to find a way out to properly display all the objects of antiquity stored at various places. Among the options was expansion of the existing National Museum or location of a new site for an expanded museum.


A division bench, comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Ali Sain Dino Metlo, issued a notice to the city district government when a National Museum official told it on Aug 8 that the Burns Garden belonged to the CDGK and that the Archaeology Department could not build any other building on the premises for the purpose of displaying antiquities kept in reserve.


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed appeared on Tuesday and submitted that the museum was situated in a congested area surrounded by educational and commercial institutions and organizations. There was a park adjacent to it and any expansion would create problems for the public. The Fayzee Raheeman art gallery was also not available for expansion. The court summoned the CDGK’s executive district officer for community on Sept 19 and also issued notices to other authorities concerned for that date in order to resolve the matter.


Appeal against decree: A guarantor mortgaging his property to ensure repayment of a loan taken by another is liable to the extent of the amount mentioned in the mortgage documents, according to a Sindh High Court division bench order.


The ruling came on an appeal moved by legal heirs of a mortgagor against a banking court decree. The appellants submitted through Advocate Mukhtar Ahmed Kober that the impugned judgment and decree exceeded the amount specified in the memorandum or deposit of title deed and other documents creating the mortgage. The liability of a guarantor-mortgagor could not be equivalent to that of the principal borrower. The former is liable only to the extent of the ‘mortgage money’ irrespective of the overall liability of the principal borrower. A division bench, comprising Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery, upheld the contention raised by the counsel.


BIZERTA LINES: The bench will, meanwhile, commence hearing of an appeal moved by the Army Welfare Trust against the reopening of a road on land leased out to it. The road was opened at the request of certain residents of the neighborhood, who said the closure of the road caused hardship to them. A single judge allowed their plea and the trust challenged the order in appeal. The appeal came up for hearing on Tuesday but the bench decided to conduct a detailed hearing on Wednesday.


It adjourned the hearing of a lawyer’s plea against misconduct of an inquiry into axing of mangrove trees to reclaim and occupy land by certain people at Keamari. The deputy district officer (Revenue), Keamari Town, was appointed inquiry officer. The complainants’ counsel, Shakeel Ahmed, however, alleged that the DDO was hands in glove with the offenders and conducted the inquiry proceedings without associating him or his client with it.


The bench expressed the view that the DDO could be asked to hold a fresh inquiry in a proper manner but Advocate Shakeel Ahmed argued that the proposed order would allow the official to go scot-free.

He said he should be allowed to file comments to belie the assertions made by the DDO. As for a fresh inquiry, the lawyer said, he needed time to consider it. The bench adjourned the hearing to Sept 19.


Notice issued: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday issued preadmission notices to the education department and other respondents in a writ petition moved by an assistant professor against the authorities’ decision to send him on forced leave.

Petitioner Liaqat Ali Ghangro, assistant professor, Government Commerce College, and an office-bearer of the Sindh Professors and Lecturers Association, submitted through Advocate Rasheed A. Razvi that he was sent on forced leave on Aug 23 without being assigned any reason. However, he was issued a show cause notice under Section 4 of the Removal from Service (Special Powers) Ordinance, 2000, on Aug 28 to explain why he should not be penalized for participating in a public protest against the recently-imposed ban on teachers’ associations and unions.


Advocate Razvi argued before a division bench, comprising Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Mohammad Afzal Soomro, that the matter agitated in the petition did not fall within the purview of the provincial service tribunal and was not hit by Article 212 of the Constitution, which barred the jurisdiction of courts from service matters. The petitioner, the counsel argued, had been punished by being sent on forced leave before being issued a show cause notice. The bench issued preadmission notices to the respondents for Sept 19.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 13/09/2006)

Karachi plot conversion ban: SC refuses to grant stay

ISLAMABAD, Sept 14: Sindh government’s ban on commercialisation of plots, except for those already commercialised on six important roads of Karachi, will remain intact as an application of the City District Government of Karachi, seeking suspension of the notification, was rejected by the Supreme Court of Pakistan on Thursday.

“We are satisfied that no case for grant of an interim injunction has been made out,” observed Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry while rejecting the City Government’s plea.


However, the main appeal against a Sindh High Court judgment in the matter will be heard and decided later.

The Sindh government, on July 1998, had issued the notification declaring that no plot/land other than those situated on six main arteries – Shahrah Pakistan, Sharea Faisal, University Road, Nazimabad Block ‘A’ Road, Rashid Minhas Road and Tariq Road — would be commercialised in any circumstances.

The notification also suggested that regularisation of illegal high-rise buildings would not be allowed in any circumstances. Besides regularisation of floors constructed in addition to those allowed in the approved plan was also banned on the grounds that the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations have no such provision.


Likewise, the notification said that a building plan on commercial, industrial and residential plots would be allowed strictly according to the plot ratio standards prescribed in the rules and regulations and not through resolutions of governing bodies of societies etc.

Three petitioners amalgamated four different plots in the Delhi Mercantile Muslim Cooperative Housing Society Limited Karachi into one, measuring 4,354 square yards, after seeking permission from the relevant authorities. The society also issued a no-objection certificate (NoC) for the commercialisation.


In the meantime, the Sindh government imposed a ban on conversion of plots on Sharea Faisal from residential to commercial.

The City District Government consented to convert the plot for commercial activity on enhanced rates and owners of the said plot had to approach the SHC against the enhanced rates, pleading that conversion should allowed on payment of fee that was applicable at the time of submission application on July 28, 1998.

The SHC allowed the petitioners to construct a commercial building on two out of the four amalgamated plots but disallowed conversion on remaining two plots on the grounds commercialisation was allowed on Sharea Faisal and these two plots were not located on this road.


Being aggrieved with the judgement, the city government came into appeal before the Supreme Court with a plea that the notification of Sindh Government, not having been published in the official gazette, had no force of law and the ban was of general nature.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-3, 15/09/2006)

Unlawful conversion of land use


ZUBEIDA Mustafa in her article ‘Why Karachi turned into a cesspool when it rained’ (Aug 31) has correctly identified some of the issues concerned which brought about the overpowering of the storm drainage systems in this beleaguered city.

The most remarkable flooding occurred in the Clifton/ Bath Island area (the habitat of the rich and powerful, including the commander, Five Corps, high court judges and senior bureaucrats) owing to what she termed “the most serious theft” of Nehr-i-Khayyam.


On Oct 29, 2005, the city government, through a public notice in the press, invited objections and comments on a ‘public interest’ (!!) proposal to ‘upgrade’ and channelise” Nehr-i- Khayyam so as to create residential/commercial plots. We filed objections and asked for some additional details:

1. Copies of the technical justification studies made in the light of the planning of the area (as per Regulation 18-4.2.2 of KBTPR 2002, and other town planning laws), including availability of utilities (electricity, water, sewerage, etc), infrastructure (road traffic handling capacity, parking, garbage collection, etc) and amenities (parks, playgrounds, police stations, hospitals, schools, etc).


2. Data on the present overloading of the above facilities/infrastructure in the residential area around the proposed conversion.


3. Copy of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) carried out in accordance with item H-1 of Schedule-II of Review of IEE and EIA Regulations, 2002 notified under PEPA 1997 (noise, air pollution, utilities, infrastructure, crime, introduction of strangers into the neighbourhood, etc) of the proposed conversion, with public participation.


Shehri’s preliminary objections to the proposed commercialisation of the storm drainage nullah were:

a. “Upgradation of the sewage water channelisation” falls under the purview of the KWSB and not MPGO/CDGK.


b. “Blocking of sewage water flow into Boating Basin and sea by directing the same towards treatment plant in Block 9, Clifton” is impractical as the treatment plant in Block 9 does not have the capacity to handle the excess sewage. As the land in question is within the jurisdiction of the KPT, has it been included in this plan or is it another unilateral decision?


c. “Development of residential/commercial scheme on the reclaimed/recovered land to generate funds by disposing of the plots through public auction” is not possible as the KDA (now CDGK) was restrained from doing the same in constitutional petitions CP No.392/90, CP No.424/90 and CP No.433/90, on the basis of an undertaking dated 5.9.91 given in court by the director (land management) and director (planning and urban design) of the defunct KDA (now the DO (land) and DO (P&UD) of the CDGK).


d. Nehr-i-Khayam is a sewerage/drainage trunk classified as municipal amenity land. Under law, it cannot be converted to residential or commercial use.

Greed, pelf and contempt of law have overwhelmed our society.

AMBER ALIBHAI SHEHRI

(Dawn-6, 15/09/2006)

Body set up to monitor residential projects

KARACHI: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) has set up a committee to deal with complaints regarding the absence of basic utilities and proper infrastructure in the newly launched residential projects. According to a press release, the committee will survey the infrastructural conditions and availability of basic utilities such as electricity, water and gas prior to the approval of any residential project by the KBCA. It would monitor the newly civilised areas, especially the upcoming projects of Gadap, Bin Qasim, Korangi and Orangi and other towns, said the Chief Controller, KBCA, Mumtaz-ur-Rehman. Senior Controller, Ali Zafar Qadri has been selected as the Committee Chairman.

(The News-5, 17/09/2006)
Rs7.5 billion uplift project in DHA begins


KARACHI, Sept 18: The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has initiated one of the largest undertakings in its history by starting work on the infrastructure development of DHA, Phase-VIII.

The infrastructure development is spread over an area of 4,100 acres and includes all areas east of Khayaban-i-Ittehad, which constitute approximately half the size of the entire DHA.

The project encompasses entire re-planning of the DHA Phase-VIII including construction of roads, laying of water supply, sewerage and drainage system, all on international standards. The project costing Rs7.5 billion will be completed within three to four years.


The major parts of the infrastructure uplift works consist of laying the road network, which has been planned on international AASHTO roadway classification system. It includes construction of 20- priority primary arterial, minor arterial and collateral road network. The project would cost Rs2.6 billion and is being undertaken by the NLC.


In this regard a groundbreaking ceremony of the roadway work was held on the site of 26th Street and Beach Avenue intersection in DHA Phase-VIII. Brig (retd.) Javed Ashraf was the chief guest on the occasion.

He urged the NLC to ensure quality of the work in accordance with the stringent engineering standards, speedy execution of the project and the need of constantly maintaining quality control through consultant management.


The NLC project director said that the NLC would ensure successful and speedy execution of the project. Col (retd) Syed Sajjad Zahoor, director of Phase-VIII project gave a detailed briefing regarding the salient features of the project.

(Dawn-18, 19/09/2006)

KBCA probing merger of plots, High Court told

KARACHI, Sept 19: The Karachi Building Control Authority has instituted an inquiry into the merger of plots facing different roads in violation of the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, the Sindh High Court was informed on Tuesday.

A high court division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Ali Sain Dino Metlo was hearing a contempt application moved by the owner-developer of a big plot formed by amalgamation of four plots facing Sharea Faisal, Tipu Sultan Road and another road.


The petitioner said the bench had allowed his plea that since the area in which the plot was situated had been commercialized, he should be allowed to build a high-rise commercial complex without further permission from or payment to the city district government.


The KBCA, the owner-developer said, was directed to approve his construction design without seeking or waiting for a no-objection certificate from the city district government but it had not been complied with.

The KBCA submitted through its counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan, that the plan submitted by the petitioner was being processed. Besides technical objections, the biggest hurdle in its approval was that the plot consisted of four independent residential plots situated on different roads.


The amalgamation was totally repugnant to the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations. It would impinge on the rights of the neighbouring owners and residents. The KBCA has instituted an inquiry into all such unlawful mergers to punish the culprits and cancel sanctions, if any.


Asked by the bench how the KBCA could undo its decision after a lapse of so many years, the counsel said a bona fide legal mistake could be rectified at any stage. It was never too late to undo an illegality, particularly when it was in the public interest. The KBCA would proceed against all its officials found involved in unlawful sanctions, he claimed.


Appearing for the respondent city district government, Advocate Manzoor Ahmed submitted that the building, if constructed as proposed, would wreak havoc on environment and amenities in the area.

The complex involved a total covered area of 199,608 square feet on 10 floors, besides upper and lower basements. The area was already too congested to be burdened with another high-rise. The city district government and the public utilities would be hard put to provide facilities to the owners of shops in the complex. The CDGK, the counsel said, was already short of funds to finance its projects.


The hearing was adjourned to Thursday.


Schoolteacher’S CASE: A division bench of the Sindh High Court restrained the education department from taking action against a petitioner schoolteacher under an impugned show-cause notice.


Petitioner Liaqat Ali Ghangro complained through Advocate Rasheed A. Razvi that he was sent on forced leave for participating in his association’s meeting on Aug 23. On Aug 28, he was issued a show-cause notice for dismissal from service.

He said he could not be proceeded against under Removal from Service (Special Powers) Ordinance. He had already been punished by being sent on forced leave without an inquiry and a show-cause notice could not be issued subsequently.


A division bench comprising Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery suspended the show-cause notice and restrained the respondent department from taking any action under it. The petition was adjourned to Sept 28 for further hearing.


Justice Mohammad Moosa K. Leghari, meanwhile, allowed three revision petitions moved by three trade union office-bearers through Advocate M.A.Khan Azmati and directed Labour Court V of Karachi to hear their grievance petition and complaint simultaneously. Both the civil and criminal cases shall be heard expeditiously and decided at the earliest possible, he asked the labour court.


Petitioners Irfan Husain Khan, Muhammad Mustafa and Mazhar Ali, office-bearers of the collective bargaining agent for the employees of M/s United Liner Agencies, Karachi, moved a grievance petition after failure of bilateral negotiations and conciliation proceedings initiated by them under the Industrial Relations Ordinance.


While the labour court was proceeding with the matter, they were dismissed from service in violation of the provisions of the IRO.

They filed a criminal complaint. The employer concern challenged parallel proceedings. Favouring the employer’s view, the labour court suspended criminal proceedings. The high court reversed the labour court order and asked it try and decide both matters promptly.

(Dawn-19, 20/09/2006)

KBCA team manhandled

KARACHI, Sept 19: Law and order situation was created when a KBCA team started demolishing extended portions of ground floor flats of Karimabad Cooperative Housing Society.

The KBCA officials who were accompanied by a contingent of police were allegedly manhandled by over a hundred women and children who assembled to resist the demolition of extended portions on ground floor of Aga Khan flats, built on Plot No ST-3.


The KBCA’s Gulberg Town building controller (TBCO), Zafar Ahson, who was heading the team, told Dawn that the action against the extended portion was being taken on court orders, as well as on the complaint of Karimabad Cooperative Housing Society’s president, Ms Gul Bano.

“As soon as we started demolition, over 150 women and children reached the site and started misbehaving with the team,” he said, adding “some of the protestors also manhandled the president of cooperative society.”

He said he had brought the issue to the notice of Gulberg town nazim and TPO.

According to the TBCO, there are 90 flats whose portions have been extended beyond permissible limits.

Refuting the TBCO’s claim, some residents said the matter was still pending in court.

(Dawn-18, 20/09/2006)

Playinng games in the graveyard

In Karachi one often comes across truths that are stranger than fiction. 

Meet two young children of this city who tend to graves for a living.

By Bilal Tanweer
Karachi, they say, mothers the poor. On the surface the city lacks every major facility  be it recreation or jobs. But like all major metropolitan centres, it has its own ways to provide for the multitudes who come to it searching for a living and other things that pertain to living life. In the paradoxical space that is Karachi, some children have managed to find a vocation that doubles as a vacations. After all they need to make a living and also have fun.   So they live life to the fullest in  a graveyard.
Meet Hasan, Habib, Abdul Qadeer, Hanif, Junaid and friends. They are close to thirty in number and their job is to water the graves at the Munno Goth graveyard. Most of them, who do not go to schools or madaris, come to the graveyard at 10 am and stay there until 8 pm. On 'special' days like Shab-e-Baraat or in Ramazan, they stay at the graveyard till much later. "There are lights everywhere here and this whole place glimmers. There is a rush of so many people; it is like a mela - a festival! There are even people who come here and sing qawwalis," says eight-year-old Abdul Qadeer, eyes brimming with enthusiasm.
Munno Goth graveyard is a unique patch in Karachi's din and confusion: a few acres laden with trees of shade and colour, it remains unperturbed by the prices of real estate, or the bulls and bears of the stock market. Here, children remain naively oblivious of the dug-up roads, the traffic or other matters that occupy the average dweller of this metropolis. Those who do business in the graveyard have done so in more or less the same manner for the past four decades. Think about it, entering a graveyard is like insulating yourself from the humdrum of the city and stepping into a hushed up world quietly tucked in between Karachi's busy streets.
Munno Goth graveyard dates back to the 19th century, and houses thousands of graves. It is located a few kilometres from Hasan Square towards Nazimabad. Although a signboard at the gate says that it is closed for further burials, the steady businesses of the grave maker and the stocked marble of the tombstone maker indicate otherwise. And this is not peculiar to this graveyard alone. A visitor to Munno Goth, who recently buried a relative here, had this to say on the matter: "All graveyards in Karachi are full since the past 20 years, and such signboards are placed outside all of them. But as you know, this is Pakistan, and we are Pakistanis..."
Munno Goth is a typically Pakistani graveyard. In our part of the world people continue their relationship with loved ones long after they have passed away. Such traditional ties are the reasons for many businesses existing on the fringes of graveyards. Even in these times of uncertainty, such businesses continue to provide secure and steady economic returns to their owners.
At Munno Goth two businesses that owe their existence to such traditions are flower shops and water sellers. The flower shops have been  established businesses here for around four decades now. The water selling business, however, gives low returns and therefore is the domain of the young and naive.
Little Abdul Qadeer goes to a madressah in the morning before coming to the graveyard around 3-4 pm. He used to go to a government school before  but now his parents prefer to send him to the madressah. He does not know why. He and his elder brother look after fifty graves, earning around a hundred rupees per grave. "Even that is not assured. Sometimes, people don't come to visit the graves for even two months, and when they come, they only give a hundred rupees, no more."
Previously, his father used to look after the graves himself, but now he works as a construction worker. Abdul Qadeer's family lives some distance from the graveyard in a katchi abadi near Ghareebabad.
Qadeer's good friend, Hasan is 10 years and used to live across the street. His family was evicted a couple of years ago and now they live in the New Mandi. He comes to the graveyard everyday with his younger brother in the 'lambi bus' - the government run buses. He does not go to a school or a madressah. His father is a porter at New Mandi, earning by carrying crates for buyers at the Mandi. Hasan brings his younger brother with him to assist in his work. On average, they earn around fifty rupees everyday, but some days he goes home with just ten rupees.
Hanif, on the other hand, lives in Lyari and comes to the graveyard with his grandmother in the morning. His grandmother's occupation seemed to be disputed though: Hanif said that she also watered the graves, while other children claimed that she begged outside the gates of the graveyard, and made a lot of money. Hanif has five brothers, and one of his elder brothers drives a rickshaw. "My father does not do anything. My mother works in people's houses. My brother drives a rickshaw and he comes home very late," Hanif elaborates on his family.
It sounds like an oxymoron, but these children are the soul of the graveyard. They identify with this graveyard as their home, playground and as a means of livelihood. The work is not too much, all it takes is keeping an eye out for potential customers. It is a tricky choice between work and play. Though it can be said that unlike other children involved in other industries, here the toil is a bit more bearable. The vocation and vacation is in the same setting.
Visitors frequent the graveyards most often on weekends and their numbers usually remain thin on the weekdays, especially in the afternoons. "There are a number of people," says Junaid, the youngest of the lot, "who visit the graves everyday after they return from work." 
Junaid then shows those places where he plays with his friends. "We mostly play chhupan chhuppai (hide and seek)  because there are so many places to hide, especially in the trees. We hide in the big trees with big leaves and branches," and then, breaking into a fit of laughter, "you know, the other day, you know how I caught Habib when he was hiding in the tree? I threw my slipper at him and he started to shout from the tree. And then I caught him!"
"We also play other games," added Hasan, "like cricket, but those we play outside the graveyard gate."
Although while playing it is difficult to distinguish these children (except for their heights maybe), they have a surprisingly strong sense of their ethnicity. When involved in strife, the first thing they seem to fall on is their ethnic identity. Baloch children are in the majority and when one of the members is attacked by others, it does not take long for them to get into a group. Other noticeable ethnicities include the Pathans and Sindhis.
On being questioned whether their parents beat them, they replied in a unanimous giggle, and pointing towards each other they retold stories of who was beaten when. "Yesterday my father gave my brother a hard thrashing, with a stick which was was this thick," Abdul Qadeer said raising his finger towards a branch, "because he was not looking after his graves and he was asking me to do all the work. My brother slapped me many times for not doing his work so I complained to my father."
The earnings of these children are submitted to their parents or their elder brothers. "Sometimes when I gather more money, then my father gives me ten or fifteen rupees," said Habib.
However, it is not just boys who are working at the graveyard; a sizeable proportion of the children are girls as well, and though they refused to be interviewed (and hurled abuses at the interviewer and the photographer), they do their jobs with as much efficiency as their male counterparts.
One way of looking at these children is that they are much luckier than other children working in brick kilns or carpet weaving factories, but their life can be looked at in a more cynical way. To see these very young children eke out their living by watering the graves of the dead seems more like a sight from some morbid fiction writer's imagination than actual reality.
It is truly a multi layered city we inhabit. There is a story to be found in every part of Karachi, including its graveyards
(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-33 Kolachi, 24/09/2006)

KBCA terms five projects illegal

KARACHI: The KBCA has declared sale and purchase of five different residential projects illegal in Scheme 33, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, against their construction in violation of construction rules. A press of KBCA said on Saturday that A F Garden, Jinnah Garden, Al-Falah Garden, Khalia Garden and Zubaida Garden, projects of Falah Builders and Developers and Al-Rauf Builders were making publicity of their projects without receiving NOC from the KBCA. The KBCA has cautioned the public against any kind of involvement in sale and purchase of these projects and further warned them off from booking flats; otherwise, they would themselves be responsible. Usman Estate service in A-3, Kehkashan Home Sector 13-C, Gulzar Hijri; Kiynat Estate in Rashid Minhas Road scheme 36; Welcome Estate and Marketing, at Datta Trade Centre, SB-7, Block 13-B Gulshan-e-Iqbal; Serena Estate, Garden; Ratan Estate, Garden; Virani Estate Scheme-33 and Raza Associates were declared sale agents of these projects, it added.

(The News-5, 24/09/2006)
More than a judicial edifice

 The Anglo-Mughal style Sindh High Court

By Dr Noman Ahmed
Old quarters of Karachi are a site of splendid architectural relics that the city has inherited from her colonial past. Artillery Maidan Quarters, an important sub neighbourhood of historic Karachi, has the landmark building complex of the High Court of Sindh. It was built as the Judicial Commissioner's Court in 1929 under the administrative orders of Frederick Hugh Sykes, Governor of Bombay. Developed in Jodhpur stone, it was designed by architects Woods Hill, A.J.A Illingworth and George Wittet. In its composition, the Sindh High Court building is a structure of simplicity with elegance of form and proportions.
From the Court Road end, the building is sufficiently recessed and gently rises up to the eyes of the incoming visitor along a symmetrical view. The building complex is spread over a spacious site of 15.2 acres. The built up area is reduced to only 25 percent of the site space. An equal proportion of lot size is used for landscaping and green spaces. Pavements and car parking space seem to be more than adequate given the large number of visitors to the complex.
Originally, two main blocks of the building were built which were soon added upon by the administration. Now there are six blocks which are organized in such a way that the inherent symmetrical composition is adequately safeguarded. In essence, the building is Anglo-Mughal in its design theme, much of which is evident from its impressive classical features. Being the foremost judicial complex in the province, the Sindh High Court is frequented by more than 3500 people every day. Around 1500 vehicles enter the premises on a daily basis of which 500 are parked at one time in the premises.
The planning, design and construction of Sindh High Court (SHC) offers many lessons for architects and city planners. One of these is micro zoning. The SHC is sited in the vicinity of important administrative buildings in a rational manner. The British planners and engineers carefully allocated adequate acreage of land to provide proper access to the building. As the workload is increasing, concerned authorities are contemplating expansion plans to add to the existing facilities.
Although the building has been designed and constructed in a simplistic manner, there are many features that raise the aesthetic standards of the complex. The entrance with high podium and classical portico with Ionic columns impart a distinguished grace to the building. A suitably dimensioned triangular pediment, that is coupled with plain fenestration, adds to the facade's design quality. Ground floor openings are dotted with crowning details that are beautifully carved in the same stone.
Dual axiality of the building makes it a convenient working place as the judges are able to use separate circulation which is essential due to security concerns and judicial norms. The building has high ceilings which are instrumental in keeping ventilation to the optimum. However as demands have made the installation of air conditioners unavoidable, the facades have become defaced to a considerable extent. In certain cases, the window openings had to be compromised to make room for these devices. Besides, leakages from the plumbing systems, bird droppings and beetle nut stains have also disfigured the edifice.
It is high time that the court authorities take measures to address these issues. Another important matter is the protection of the overall precinct where SHC building complex is located. It is an international practice that where such buildings are located (the building is a listed heritage treasure), the entire precinct is declared as a conservation zone.
(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-31, 24/09/2006)

OCTOBER

Building on greed

The Supreme Court's directive on Friday to the local government of Murree to take legal action against owners of dangerous buildings and submit a progress report within two months is a welcome development. This order of the apex court has come in the wake of the collapse of a multi-storey building in the hill resort on August 31 in which four persons were killed. The court had taken suo motu notice of the collapse and in the hearing on Friday the Murree tehsil nazim told the court that 162 buildings had been found dangerous or constructed in violation of building codes, and that notices had been served to their owners to demolish them. He added that the tehsil administration would demolish these structures if the owners failed to do so. A local lawyer and MPA from the area told the court bench that a ban on new construction has in fact been in place since 2003 but was violated with impunity, with the result that the hill resort had dozens of illegally built structures. One wonders whether the legislator ever brought this matter up before the Punjab assembly, but it does serve to confirm that the local Murree administration was wholly negligent and failed to enforce its own rules and regulations regarding the construction of high-rise buildings. Unfortunately, the fact of the matter is that this wholesale failure to implement building codes and regulations is not confined to Murree, but manifests itself all over the country, especially in the larger cities where the stakes are high and where the builders' mafia is strong. 


The MPA also claimed that the current tehsil nazim was hand in glove with the builders' mafia and though this allegation is something for the relevant authorities to prove it is not beyond the realm of the possible. In fact, if it weren't for willing local officials and bureaucrats, who for their own personal gain agree to look the other way, builders would never get any construction completed. The modus operandi is the same everywhere. The building control authority, which comes under the local district or tehsil government, if pushed into action, serves notices on owners of buildings that have been illegally constructed. The interesting thing to note here is that this is all really, as they say in local parlance, 'noora kushti' or a charade for public consumption because none of the illegal buildings would have been built without the connivance of at least some part of local officialdom. What then follows is that the notices are kept pending and the owners more or less tend to ignore them and continue with the illegal construction activity. Since a place like Murree is commercially viable, the stakes are high and the builders' mafia will always be in a position to get its way and 'make' the local administration look the other way. 


But now with the Supreme Court taking the matter up and with the Murree tehsil nazim informing it that notices have been served, it remains to be seen what happens now. Surely, the notices have been served for a reason and if, as the tehsil nazim has claimed, the owners are reluctant to demolish their own buildings -- it is unlikely that they will voluntarily -- the local administration will step in and do the needful. Now whether it actually does this is something that only time will tell. Also, apart from punishing those who own illegal buildings, something needs to be done about those officials who allowed the violations to take place in the first instance. There are enough departmental rules and regulations for such black sheep to be punished but the issue is whether those at the helm -- the tehsil nazim in this case -- have the will and moral courage to act against such unscrupulous officials who play with the lives of ordinary people for their own personal profit. In such cases, it can also be the case that those at the helm themselves may have some blame to share, but that should not be a hindrance in the dispensation of justice to those who build on greed.

(The News-7, 01/10/2006)
Minister for close liaison among wings of LG deptt


KARACHI, Oct 1: Sindh Minister for Local Government and Katchi Abadies Muhammad Hussain Khan has underlined the need of maintaining close coordination among all departments and wings of local government.

He said that local government department should become an example for other departments by its performance, because the development of the province largely depended on local government department. He directed for transparent and judicious use of development funds in the interest of the masses.


To achieve this goal, he observed, the officers of the department would have to discharge their duties with utmost devotion and dedication. He further said that the problems being confronted by various wings of the department would be taken up with the authorities concerned and an amicable solution would be found as early as possible.


Additional Chief Secretary Local Government Mirza Karim Baig pointed out that due to non-availability of any binding law, district, governments and town municipal administrations were reluctant to comply with the directives of local government department, because of which the department was unable to exercise its control over these administrations.


Briefing the minister, Special Secretary (Housing and Town Planning) Raeesuddin Paracha said that the Karachi Building Control Authority in compliance of the orders of Supreme Court of Pakistan was conducting the survey of buildings to ascertain their nature of strength and resistance against an earthquake.

He further said that the governing bodies of Malir Development Authority and Hyderabed Development Authority had been finalised while the same of Lyari Development Authority was in the process of finalisation.

He said that it had been decided that all government offices would now be required to seek permission from the KBCA before constructing a building or office in the city, which would result in proper and sound construction of structures.

He said that land in eight districts of Sindh had been identified for low-cost housing schemes for the poor and government employees while a high-rise zone in costal belt in Clifton had also been identified.


Special Secretary (Technical) Local Government Ghulam Arif Khan said that a summary for the change of name of the department to Local Government, Katchi Abadis and Housing and Town Planning Department has been moved so as to reflect the true nature and working of the department.

The director-general of Sindh Katchi Abadies Authority, Mir Nasir Abbas, said that out of total 1293 Katchi Abadis in Sindh, there were 539 Katchi Abadis in Karachi from which 278 were under the city district government. He further said that Sindh Katchi Abadies Authority had taken up 72 Katchi Abadis in Karachi, 135 in Hyderabad, 33 Sukkur and 34 in Larkana for regularisation.

He said that the authority was successfully running a low-cost housing scheme “Sasti Basti”, in Jamshoro, Thatta, Sukkur, Larkana, and Jacobabad while the authority also planned to extend the scheme to 18 more districts.


Iqbal Ehsan Zaidi, Muhammad Siddique Jalalani, Fazal A. Nizamani, Dr Siknadar Ali Panwar and Muhammad Zamir Siddiqui also spoke.

(Dawn-14, 02/10/2006)

Survey on to judge buildings strength

KARACHI: There are 539 Katchi Abadis in Karachi, of which 278 fall under the city government’s jurisdiction, while the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority (SKAA) has taken up 72 such settlements.

This was apprised to Sindh Minister for Local Government Mohammed Hussain by Director General Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority Mir Nasir Abbas during a briefing on Saturday. 


Abbas said there were 135 Katchi Abadis in Hyderabad, 33 in Sukkur and 34 in Larkana awaiting regularization. He said that there exist 1,293 Katchi Abadis in Sindh, saying: “SKAA is successfully running a low-cost housing scheme Sasti Basti in Jamshooro, Thatta, Sukkur, Larkana and Jcobabad, while the authority plans to further extend the scheme to 18 more districts of the province”.


Speaking on the occasion, Mohammed Hussain said that the success of any department project lies in teamwork and close coordination between various departments at each level.

He said that the Local Government Department should set an example for other departments by its performance because the development of the province largely depends on this department.


The minister directed for transparent and judicious use of development funds in the larger interest of the masses. Hussain pointed out that in order to achieve this goal the officers have to discharge their duties with utmost devotion and dedication.


Speaking on the occasion, Special Secretary Housing and Town Planning Wing Raeesuddin Paracha informed that the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), in compliance with the Supreme Court orders, was carrying out a survey of buildings in Karachi to ascertain the nature of their strength and resistance against earthquake.


Additional Chief Secretary Local Government Mirza Karim Baig pointed out that due to the absence of any binding law, the district government and town municipal administrations were reluctant to comply with the directives of the Local Government Department, rendering the department unable to exercise its control over these administrations.

He said it had been decided in principle that all the government offices would now be required to seek permission from KBCA prior to constructing a building or an office in the city, which would result in ensuring proper and sound construction of these structures. 

He further said that the land in eight districts of Sindh had been identified for low-cost housing schemes for poor and government employees, while a high-rise zone in coastal belt in Clifton had also been selected.


In his concluding remarks, the minister said that the officers were welcome to contact him any time but warned that he would not tolerate the practice of concealing any information and such officers would be dealt severely. Hussain also sought a report on the complaints that a private company was constructing costly houses under the banner of low cost housing scheme in Taisar Town.

(The News-3, 02/10/2006)
New housing and real estate development policy

A NEW policy on the “housing and real estate development” for channelling sizeable resources to the investors and amending land acquisition laws has been jointly drafted by the Ministry of Housing and Board of Investment.

The draft envisages an attractive package to lure foreign and local investors in rural housing schemes. There are many private and cooperative housing societies operating or being established in the urban areas. None a single one is being set up in the rural areas.


People suffer from critical shortage in housing both in urban and rural areas especially the poor. And the rising land prices have been identified as one of the major impediments in the way of investment in the housing sector, which both the ministry and BoI believe, needs to be rationalised by a comprehensive long-term workable policy.


It would be the second effort to lure some meaningful local and foreign investment in the housing and real estate sector. A number of incentives were given to the investors in the National Housing Policy to make housing affordable for the poor. Now, there is a growing realisation that a rapid growth in housing finance can significantly develop housing and real estate.

The copies of the draft have been sent to the economic ministries, State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), banking institutions and other concerned agencies in order to come up with a final report to be approved by the cabinet for effective implementation.


The BoI and the ministry of housing and works are of the view that the financial institutions should give mortgage loans for housing purposes at market rates.


All commercial banks should be encouraged to advance loans for housing and housing projects by earmarking a “substantial percentage” of their loan portfolio like they do for other industries and commercial projects. The central bank is being requested to set up a “housing refinance window” for long-term funds from multilateral agencies.


Institutions maintaining insurance, provident and EOBI funds etc can be encouraged to invest a part of their portfolio in the housing and construction sector including long-term housing bonds. A part of the sale proceeds of valuable public land will be set aside to provide plots for low-income people, for the poor and needy at “concessionary rates”.

Similarly, the draft urges financial institutions and housing institutions to float long-term bonds at market rates to raise housing finance. Also, housing finance institutions shall be promoted to encourage savings and provide credit from community-based finance and other sources.


Under the proposed policy, the provincial governments would be required to urgently identify state and other lands in and around urban and local settlements for housing development. It provides for amending land acquisition laws to make provision for unified, transparent and market oriented system and minimisation of litigation.


The provision of trunk infrastructure shall be the responsibility of Wapda, PTCL, SNGPL,SSGCL, KESC etc. The cost of trunk infrastructure will be an additional charge on the public and private housing development schemes with the planned areas.


The construction sector is currently growing at by 7.9 per cent. and has attracted an investment of $89.3 million since July 2004. The draft anticipates that the growth in the sector will be multiplied manifold in the future. Building and construction sector is identified as the driver of economic growth.


According to the official estimates, Pakistan has over 19.3 million housing units. For a population of 148.7 million people, about 24.8 million units are required. Hence a shortfall of 5.5 million homes is estimated at end June 2004. On an annual basis, the country needs 570,000 units against the actual supply of 300,000, showing a shortfall of 270,000 units and the backlog is rising.


The overall housing stock comprised 39 per cent kuchcha houses, 40 per cent semi-pukka and 21 per cent pukka houses. The household size is 6.6 persons and the occupancy per room is 3.3 persons. It is estimated that to make up the backlog and to meet the shortfall in the next 20 years, the overall housing production has to be raised to 500,000 housing units annually.

The housing ministry and the BoI both believe that without extending adequate fiscal and non-fiscal incentives to the local and foreign investors, it would be difficult to ensure required pace of investment in housing projects.

However, it is agreed that the existing National Housing Policy has not been able to cope with the problems effectively.

Once the final report of the housing ministry and the BoI was prepared and submitted to the prime minister for approval and it is enforced effectively, one could talk about the new investment opportunities in the housing sector.

(By Ihtasham ul Haq, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-VI, 02/10/2006)

Civil servants to get low-cost houses


KARACHI, Oct 1: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad has enforced the Sindh Civil Servants Housing Foundation Ordinance for the establishment of a foundation which would help provide houses to the serving and retired civil servants on a ‘no-profit, no-loss’ basis in Sindh.


The ordinance read: As soon as may be, after the commencement of this ordinance, government shall establish a foundation known as the ‘Sindh Civil Servants Housing Foundation’.

The foundation shall be a body corporate, having perpetual succession and a common seal, with powers, subject to the provisions of this ordinance, to acquire land in accordance with law and hold properties, both movable and immovable, and may sue and be sued by the said name.


Government may, from time to time, transfer state or nazul land, free of cost, to be utilised for the purpose for which the foundation is established.


The Foundation shall have a Board consisting a chairman and directors as follows:-

a) Chief Secretary

b) Additional Chief Secretary Local Government Department

c) Additional Chief Secretary Planning and Development (Ex-officio Director) 

d) Senior Member, Board of Revenue, Sindh (Ex-Officio Director)

e) Secretary Finance Department (Ex-officio Director)

f) Secretary Works and Services Department (Ex-officio Director)

g) Secretary GA (Ex-officio Director)

h) Three civil servants of Sindh, one representing the civil servants in BS-17, to be appointed by government for a specified period.


Directors:

i) Three other persons as may be appointed by government for a specified period as Director

j) Managing Director of the foundation, who shall also be the Secretary of the Board.

A director, not being an ex-officio director, shall hold office during the pleasure of government.

Government may at any time remove any such Director during the tenure of his office in the prescribed manner.

A director not being an ex-officio director may, at any time, resign from his office.


A vacancy caused due to the death, resignation or removal of casual vacancy a director, other than an ex-officio director, shall be filled in by government through appointment of a person qualified to fill vacancy and such director shall hold such office for the un-expired period of the term of his predecessor.

The meetings of the Board shall be held in such manner and at such time and place as may be prescribed by regulations.

The quorum for a meeting of the Board shall be six directors, including at least three ex-officio directors.

(Dawn-13, 02/10/2006)

Plan to build Mumbai-style flats in Katchi Abadis

KARACHI: Plans are under way to build multi-storeyed flats in Katchi Abadis in Sindh, particularly Karachi, similar to the ones in Mumbai, India, with the help of some investors by giving them land on ownership 

The residents of Katchi Abadis will be provided flats free of cost. This was stated by Sindh Minister for Local Bodies Mohammed Hussain, while talking to The News at his office on Monday. 

He said very soon a team of Katchi Abadi Authority (KAA) will visit Mumbai and study as to how those flats were made. The minister has issued them a directive to make a detailed study in this regard and submit a report to him at the earliest.

Hussain said not only local ones but foreign investors will also be encouraged to build these flats on ownership basis. The minister said this would be done to eliminate the eyesore of Katchi Abadis from Karachi. There are 539 Katchi Abadis in the city of which 278 are under the administrative control of the CDGK.


When it was brought to his notice that the local government commission was at present completely ineffective and not taking any action against the town officials nor against the elected members over complaints filed by the citizens, the minister said this department in the past had no powers to take action and now it has full powers to do so. “So now action will be taken against all corrupt officials and also against the elected members.”


Hussain stressed that this commission should be spread at Taluka, Tehsil and district levels so that a common citizen can file a complaint in his own area and need not come to Karachi for the purpose.

He said Union Council Nazims were performing their duty in each town without any discrimination, be it Gadap or Lyari. He said these Haq Parast councillors sat in the evening at their offices and heard the complaints of people and in case they didn’t have offices, they used their houses for the purpose.

He said implementation of the Haq Parast manifesto in letter and spirit topped his priorities. He stressed that since 1992-2002 no development could take place just because of the operation against Muttahida.

He said opposition was creating a hue and cry that all of Karachi had been dug up. The minister said, “We apologise to the citizens for the hardships they’re facing but once these projects are completed, the citizens would have a more viable quality of life.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 03/10/2006)
Arbab says he was not informed about allotment: 

Land for foreign firms
HYDERABAD, Oct 2: Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Rahim said on Monday that he had not been consulted or informed about allotment of land in Karachi to some foreign firms by the federal government.

He said that he would get it stopped if it had been done illegally.

He was talking to journalists at the residence of newspaper editor Faqir Manthar where he had gone to offer condolences on the demise of his mother.


District Nazim Kanwar Naveed Jamil was also present on the occasion.


Mr Arbab visited Latifabad-2 and parts of Qasimabad to see whether stagnant water had been drained out.

He clarified that he did not say that he would protest to the federal government regarding allotment of land and said that nobody had contacted him.

“I will get it checked with revenue authorities first but I am completely unaware of any such allotment”, he said.

He blamed media for misquoting him on the issue.

“I do not possess magic wand that I should be aware of every event taking place in the province”, said the chief minister.


About Gen Musharraf’s disclosure in his memoirs that he had founded the PML-Q, he said that everyone know how the PML-Q was formed and asked who had created Islami Jamhoori Ittehad.

He said that PML leaders were sitting in the government and they participated in elections held by President Musharraf.


Replying to a question that people still needed relief, he said that it was a natural calamity and even a super human could not have prevented it.

He said that he had visited parts of Latifabad and Qasimabad and told the district nazim to drain out rainwater from areas by installing more pumping machines.

He said that relief goods whether distributed by army or the district government was provided by the Sindh government.

He ruled out any compensation for crops in Sindh and said that relaxation could be given in recovery of Dhal and Abiyano.

He said that the federal government’s relief would be counted separately.

He said that it involved billions of rupees which could not be afforded either by federal or provincial government.


Regarding district nazim’s statement about inclusion of damages caused to shops in urban areas, in proforma issued by the relief department, he said that relief was a provincial subject and it was done by army and the district government.

He said that he had seen such statement and the government wanted to give some relief to urban population affected by rains.

“Mostly there are federal taxes to be recovered by government and district nazim could work out such proposal”, he said.

(Dawn-13, 03/10/2006)

City’s uplift and principles of urban planning

By Arif Hasan

KARACHI: To overcome problems created by massive rural-urban migration, industrialisation, increased trade, a phenomenal rise in the number of vehicles, and their related environmental and socio-economic repercussions, Third World cities and governments have invested huge amounts in planning and in development projects. Some cities have done well while others have become increasingly degraded and difficult to live in. An analysis of the successes and failures of these cities in dealing with growth, points to four planning principles which if followed can help make cities less conflict prone, economically sustainable and liveable for the vast majority of their population. These four planning principles are discussed below.


One, planning has to respect the ecology of the region in which the city is located. Not doing so results in vulnerability to cope with natural disasters, depletion of subsoil aquifers, desertification of natural green areas, flooding, pollution of water bodies, the death of fauna, flora and areas of recreation, and an increase in environmental related diseases and stress.


Two, land use has to be determined on the basis of social and environmental considerations and not on land value alone. Not doing this is one of the major reasons for social conflict and fragmentation as it results in traffic congestion (which the best traffic engineering projects have failed to overcome); pushing the poorer sections of the population out of the city and thus creating disparity, economic loss and social conflict; an increase in commuting time and hence in transport costs and mental stress; the death of multi-class recreational and entertainment space; and a loss of self-respect among the more marginalized population.


Three, development must cater to the needs of the majority. This “vast” majority consists of lower income and lower-middle income groups. They are people who live in informal settlements, far away from their places of work; they are pedestrians, commuters, hawkers and run small informal businesses. In many cities development has catered to transport and traffic problems but has failed to cater to the economic and social well-being of this majority. Such cities may have beautiful planned elite areas but they also have high crime rates and social conflict due to which the rich ghettoise themselves thus increasing disparity and exclusion. Such cities include Sau Paulo, Rio, Mexico City, and Johannesburg. Karachi is well on its way to becoming like them.


And four, the tangible and intangible cultural assets and heritage of the city have to be protected. Doing this establishes social and political continuity and gives the people of the city an identity and a pride in its history. It also helps in bridging ethnic and class differences which is a priority since most Third World cities are now multi-cultural.


In the planning of Karachi and in the formulation of its development projects, none of the above principles have ever been considered and as a result environmental, social and economic conditions have deteriorated and continue to do so. It must be mentioned, however, that Karachi’s master plans and the Karachi Development Plan 2000 did take some of these principles into consideration but then these plans were never implemented and nor did their provisions become law.


We have ignored the ecology of the region in which Karachi is located. Due to this the regions subsoil aquifers have been depleted because of excessive use. Recharging them is difficult, if not impossible, since we have lifted sand and gravel for construction purposes from the riverbeds and streams due to which storm-water run-off cannot be controlled. This has resulted in the desertification of the Karachi region and the natural green areas that were a part of the metropolitan area of the city. We have also reclaimed mangroves and drainage channels for building elite townships due to which Karachi floods with the minimum of rains and due to which our natural flora and fauna have all but disappeared. Sewage is discharged into the natural water bodies destroying and/or polluting marine life and promoting environmental diseases.


Land use in Karachi is entirely determined by land value. As a result, wholesale markets, cargo terminals, storage and warehousing are in locations that add to traffic congestion and pollution. Space required for these facilities is now available only in katchi abadis which further adds to congestion, pollution and environmental degradation of already degraded settlements. In KDA Scheme-33 alone, over 800 acres of amenities have been commercialised. In addition, about 30,000 houses in katchi abadis have been bulldozed since 2000 to make way for commercial development. Due to this a population of 270,000 has been rendered homeless or has shifted to areas outside the city. This relocation has caused a major deterioration in their socio-economic conditions, which is the last thing a government wishing to promote equity could wish for.


Previous and recent development projects in no way cater to the needs of the majority. There is no social housing programme for the city due to which katchi abadis are the only housing option available to the lower and lower middle income groups. Karachi’s Mass Transit Programme has been in a limbo since 1977 and the most recent proposals for it are questionable in economic and also in environmental terms. Hawkers are evicted from their locations rather than being rehabilitated in an organised manner. They are removed from parks and recreation areas due to which the poorer sections of the population (to whom they cater) no longer visit these areas. The needs of pedestrians and commuters have never been and are still not a priority. Unemployment is one of the major issues for the majority of younger Karachiites. They do not possess the skills for the jobs that the market economy and globalisation is creating. The institutions to provide these skills do not exist or are in a terrible state. There are no plans to upgrade them or establish new institutions.


The cultural heritage of the city is being systematically destroyed and can only be salvaged if its preservation is linked to a larger city development plan which takes into consideration the three planning principles mentioned above and removes lacunas in the present laws and regulations. These lacunas are well known to the authorities yet no action is taken to address them. Some of the mass transit solutions which are being proposed consist of building elevated transitways through the heritage zones which will destroy the little heritage that is left of Karachi’s unique colonial architecture. That such transitways will be a disaster for Karachi’s built-heritage has been well established, yet the proposals persist.


The new projects being developed along Clifton Beach, the non-transparent sale of Bandal and Buddo islands for development purposes to a private company, the continued encroachment on the mangroves and the proposed expressway from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad are all in violation of all the four principles discussed above. However, the donkey-cart race patronised by the Sindh governor recently was a step in the right direction. One hopes that it was not a one-off affair and will be institutionalised. Similarly, the protection of the part of Clifton Beach in the city government possession from commercial construction is a welcome step. One hopes that more such steps will be taken to protect Karachi’s natural environment and promote a more citizen friendly physical environment.


A new Karachi master plan is under preparation. It is recommended that the four principles mentioned in this piece should be enshrined in the plan and the rules, regulations, procedures and institutions required to implement them should be developed. A city is much more than an “engine of growth” and making it “investment friendly” cannot be achieved simply by “improved investment-related-infrastructure” and security systems but by seeking to remove the causes of poverty, exclusion and social conflict. Sensitive physical planning can help in achieving this objective.

(By Arif Hasan, Dawn-7, 04/10/2006)

A proud achievement


IT is always heartening when a Pakistani organisation is recognised for its good work by an international agency such as the UN. On Monday, the Aga Khan Planning and Building Services (AKPBS) won the prestigious World Habitat Award for its “practical, innovative and sustainable solutions to current housing issues.” (The Orangi Pilot Project is also a past recipient of this honour.) This is the second award for the AKPBS this year; in March it received the one-million-dollar Alcan Prize for Sustainability for its efforts to improve housing conditions as well as water and sanitation facilities in Pakistan. The government has much to learn from the organisation’s achievements in the housing sector as its own commitment to address the burgeoning housing needs has been dismal. It would do well to take a leaf out of the book of the AKPBS whose mandate is to “plan and implement infrastructure and technology-related development initiatives to improve the built environment and to enhance living conditions for the disadvantaged populations in order to eliminate poverty.” The organisation has developed 60 low-cost, seismic-resistant, environmentally-friendly and energy-efficient housing construction schemes. This is a major achievement.


If replicated, these schemes could reduce the gap between the demand and availability of low-cost housing. As it is, poor people have no access to affordable housing and tend to squat on land or, worse, pay huge amounts to land-grabbers for housing. The government has failed to provide cheap plots to the poor and, as a result, has contributed to the proliferation of illegal katchi abadis. More and more people are migrating to cities in search of jobs but no attention is being paid to their housing needs. The government should seek the advice of the AKPBS and adopt its innovative methods to develop a realistic and long-term housing policy that can bridge the existing gap.

(Dawn-7, 04/10/2006)

Senate body for steps to solve housing problems


ISLAMABAD, Oct 5: Taking strong exception to the continued illegal occupation of government quarters by certain employees of the police department and other non-entitled persons, the Senate standing committee on housing and works on Thursday called for steps to get these houses vacated.

It constituted a sub-committee headed by Senator Farooq Hamid Naek with Senator Shujaul Mulk and Senator Mohabat Khan Marri as its members to look into the issue of illegal occupations in the broader context of solving the housing problems being faced by the government employees.

The committee meeting was presided over by its chairman Dr Mohammad Ali Brohi at the Parliament House.

It also directed the ministry of housing and works to come out with a long-term strategy to deal with the accommodation problems of the government servants during the service as well as after their retirement.


The committee was given a presentation on the implementation status of the schemes being completed under the Khushhal Pakistan Programme (Phase-I, II) in NWFP. It expressed its satisfaction over the overall implementation status as 1,409 schemes have been implemented out of 1,496 at a cost of Rs444.763 million.


However, the committee asked the departments concerned to give a detailed briefing on scheme-wise implementation status in the next meeting. Out of the 1,496 schemes chalked out for parliamentarians of the NWFP, 94 have been approved for the senators belonging to the province. Out of these, 73 have already been completed and work on the remaining schemes is on progress.

(Dawn-2, 06/10/2006)

The hazards of apartment living

KARACHI: A mafia in the shape of apartment unions is, slowly but surely, taking firm hold in the city, with dwellers finding themselves powerless in the face of increasing clout wielded by these so-called elected bodies.

Of the many flat residents interviewed by this reporter, not one said he ever voted to elect union of his apartment blocks. Yet they are made to follow the dictates of office-bearers, some of whom make unnecessary demands on them and show a bossy attitude when dealing with them.


Luxurious or ordinary, every apartment block has a union tasked to manage the affairs of the building. Even so, people don’t get to hear often that elections are held to pick the panel of people who will be running the affairs of a certain apartment building.


Yet, an office-bearer of a union at one such building in Gulistan-e-Jauhar, defended the union culture. “It is a fact that people take least interest in the election process, but we are elected legally (all the same) and are bound to run the affairs such as maintenance of building, ensuring supply of water and electricity, cleaning, hiring of sweepers and security guards, as well as keeping an eye on those entering the premises.”


A resident of an apartment building that houses 1130 flats, grumbled: “I don’t know who has made these people responsible for gathering funds in the name of union fee and maintenance fee, but I always pay Rs300 as fee for being a resident of a flat that falls in category ‘A’. The residents of category ‘B’ pay Rs400 (these flats are relatively spacious), but the irony is that the union representatives always keep demanding more on one pretext or the other.”


Another resident of a flat in Gulshan-e-Iqbal says: “The union people keep collecting huge funds which at times run into millions. Certainly they have developed illegal interest in such collections.”


A woman who lives in a Clifton apartment charged: “These people are making hay while the sun shines. They are not accountable to anyone about the funds received.”


She conceded that a simple statement of expenditure is affixed on notice boards on a monthly basis but said this could not satisfy the residents who keep carping about many restrictions imposed on their living.


She said the apartment unions were so powerful that they could ask any resident not to entertain his or her guest simply because that guest appeared arrogant or had refused to follow their bidding with regard to car parking, etc. 


In some cases, the union people even ask residents not to leave dustbins outside the doors, or not to listen to music or arrange some function without prior permission from them.


In some flats located in Nazimabad, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, North Karachi and Malir, the unions have been captured by political activists. Sometimes their party affiliations lead to violent incidents. The political workers try to demonstrate their power that creates bad blood among residents, but they have no option but to suffer this in silence.


A resident of a flat in Gulistan-e-Jauhar said: “At times political workers’ suspicious activities create fear and uncertainty among the flat dwellers but they avoid reporting this to police or other law-enforcement agencies for one consideration or the other.”

A resident of a luxury flat, Asif Ahmed, said he had no problem with the union people as they run the affairs soberly and quietly and never create problems for the residents. However, he agreed that in some other flats, people felt uneasy at the way the union people meddled in their affairs.

He called to mind his own bitter experience to support this view: “Once I used to live in a Bahadurabad flat where the union had made it binding on residents not to sell their property (flat) without their permission. While my family wanted to dispose of the flat quickly because of an emergency, it could not, all because of the union’s negative attitude.”


He said the union people had warned those visiting with the desire to buy the flat not to do so until the union had been taken into confidence. He said his family had to finally reach a compromise with the union who set this term that the flat will not be sold to any bachelor. Some other conditions were also imposed which we perforce accepted. At long last, “we disposed of the flat at a throw-away price”. 


A resident of a flat in Gulistan-e-Jauhar said unions keep making alterations in the building to provide proper offices to their representatives. In this way, they breach Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA)’s rules and regulations.


When KBCA officials are summoned by courts in different cases of illegal constructions, they claim they had not been informed about such constructions. But Raees Farhan, a flat owner, says the residents never see any KBCA official visiting or questioning about illegal constructions. 


Farhan, who himself is in the construction business, said often constructions are made without caring for the maps and layout plans approved by the KBCA. He said such constructions could lead to danger, for the builders sometimes do not care about the basic principles and construct extra flats when rules warrant them not. These violations must be checked by the authorities in the interest of the people, he demanded.

(By Zabe Azkar Hussain, The News-2, 07/10/2006)
A brave step towards success

KARACHI: A once low-income settlement on the periphery of Karachi which was also the city’s largest unplanned settlement or Katchi Abadi, Orangi has now risen to a position where the inhabitants are not only able to build their own houses but have also resolved major issues such as the sanitation problems that occurred in their house lanes.


In the forefront of this progress is none other than the Orangi Pilot Project - operating since 1980 - which has made it possible by helping the downtrodden inhabitants of Orangi become self-reliant up to the level where they can take initiatives on their own, without hopelessly beseeching the government authorities for help.


Whether it was to lay a foundation for a house or to fix a water pipeline, the inhabitants of Orangi needed technical guidance from someone whom they could rely upon. That guidance was provided to them by the OPP.


People like Perween Rehman, the Director OPP - Research and Training Institute (OPP-RTI) are strong pillars of the OPP. “No matter if it’s not a direct concern to one, it’s an architect’s responsibility to stop wherever he sees the wrong construction,” says Perween, who herself is an architect.


Since its inception, the OPP has developed several programs in different areas including health and sanitation, housing, technology, education, credit and income generation and others. “The OPP concept has ‘at last’ been accepted by the government and is being applied to their development plans also,” said Perween while emphasising the OPP’s achievements, adding, “After all, it had to be a partnership of both, government and people!”


Even though, according to a research, sixty-two percent of Sindh consists of Katchi Abadis, the OPP, which is working for such settlements, was not officially accepted until 1992.


Perween feels proud while revealing that the OPP’s research, programs and documentation have provided NGOs as well as government agencies with successful models for overcoming the physical, social and economic problems faced by low income settlements and communities.


In fact, the progress that Orangi residents have shown in just five years would have not been possible in anything less than 20 years if not for the OPP team’s guidance.


“Although we guided and supported them, they themselves stopped begging the government authorities to take the initiative for them and instead tried to solve the problems on their own,” said Perween, while highlighting the efforts of Orangi inhabitants.


The OPP converted all of their programs into a Research and Training Institute (RTI) for the development of the people. “The Institute is currently assisting initiatives in a number of other areas in Pakistan that are seeking to replicate the Orangi sanitation program,” she proudly exclaims.


OPP upholds a number of programs that include the ‘Low Cost Sanitation Program,’ managed by the OPP-RTI. This program enables low income families to construct and maintain an underground sewage system with their own funds and under their own management.


For this program, the OPP provides social and technical guidance to the people and also supervise the implementation. Residents have clearly displayed that they are both willing and able to finance and build underground sanitation systems in their homes, lanes as well as in their neighbourhoods.


As far as the internal development is concerned, the inhabitants of Orangi have noticeably proven themselves with their hard work and effort. However, when dealing with the matter of external development (consisting of trunk sewers, treatment plants and long secondary sewers), the citizenry cannot be expected to achieve the same success. It is at this crucial stage where help from the state is required. 


These positive developments have also made a difference in the economic activities of the Orangi residents. “When you spend less on doctors, you get a broader margin to spend more on your children’s education and for your housing as well,” says Perween.

Another OPP program, the ‘Low Cost Housing Program’, provides loans and technical assistance for building component manufacturing yards, or thallas as they are called in Orangi. This allows them to mechanise their production process, improve their products, train their staff and also increase their overall production. The program also trains masons in the use of new technologies and the latest components being developed at the manufacturing yards. House builders are given advice on how to relate to the manufacturing yards and masons as well as helpful recommendations on design, lighting, ventilation and important hygiene related design aspects. 


In addition to these efforts, the OPP also works for the promotion of education in Orangi through developmental grants for schools. It hands out interest-free loans to some of the less established ones while charging reasonable interest rates to those who are in a relatively more stable position as compared to others in the town.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-3, 07/10/2006)
Aladin Shopping Mall project illegal

KARACHI: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) has proclaimed that the selling and purchasing of shops at Aladin Shopping Mall in Gulshan-e-Iqbal is unauthorised and illegal.

The KBCA press release issued on Saturday, said that the authority did not issue the no objection certificate (NOC) to the said shopping mall. Furthermore, the KBCA sent a notice to the owners and management of Aladin Park in this regard and has asked them to respond within three days, after which further action will be taken.


Meanwhile, the KBCA demolition squad razed or sealed various structures in different towns of the metropolis. In Saddar Town, the squad demolished the roof and partition walls on 6th floor, Plot No R-37, R-13 in Ranchor Lane.


The team also demolished the 2nd floor and illegal construction on mandatory open spaces on Plot No R-336, Federal B Area.

While in Jamshed Town, the team also razed the partition walls on Plot No JM-98 and the illegally constructed roof of the 2nd floor, Plot No 11 in Roshan Colony.

Another demolition squad in North Nazimabad sealed the building of a hospital on Plot NO C-4, Block C and other illegal constructions on Plot No B-60, Block H.

(The News-4, 08/10/2006)
Illegal evacuation notices issued: New Multan Colony


Multan, Oct 9: A private fertilizer company has issued notices to the residents of a government housing colony, located in the vicinity of its plant, asking them to vacate a strip of land which the firm claims belongs to it.


The notices issued by Pakarab Fertilizer Company’s General Manager (Admin & Human Resource) Brig Umair Ahmed (retired) to the residents of New Multan Colony’s “V” Block residents say that the 132-feet-wide strip carrying effluent-disposal channel of the plant is owned by the company, asking them to dismantle the greenbelt along the land, besides vacating any constructions on it. The company, owned by Multan district nazim, threatened residents to use law-enforcing agencies if they failed to follow its directions.


It has been learnt that the `disputed’ land comprising a green-belt and the drain belongs to the housing colony and irrigation department, respectively. After making the fertilizer plant operational in the area in 1960-61, the company administration, instead of making some appropriate arrangements for treatment and disposal of factory effluents, started disposing them into Multan branch canal. Later, residential schemes started emerging along the disposal route. Residents of these schemes objected to the improper effluent disposal by the company and approached the Wafaqi Mohtasib for resolution of the problem.


The Pakarab Fertilizer Corporation took the stand that the plant effluents were being disposed of in the abandoned Durrana Langhana Canal belonging to the irrigation and power department. According to a map approved by deputy-director, Housing and Physical Planning, the greenbelt fell under the limits of the New Multan, Block “V”, and is supposed to be maintained by the Shah Rukin-e-Alam Town Municipal Authority.


Mr Umair Ahmed denied that the notices issued with his signatures claimed the company’s ownership of the land. The company issued the notices for the safety of the people living in the vicinity of the plant, because sometimes the effluents overflowed and they could be harmful for the area residents, some of whom had built toilets and other structures on the drain’s bank, he claimed.

However, he couldn’t clarify why the company wanted the greenbelt to be dismantled and threatened the use of force.

(Dawn-4, 10/10/2006)

Judgment reserved on green belt issue


KARACHI, Oct 11: A division bench of the High Court of Sindh comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Maqbool Baqar on Wednesday reserved the verdict on a petition seeking the restoration of a green belt to its original position by removing alleged unauthorised construction.

The bench was hearing a petition moved by the Pakistan Employees Co-operative Housing Society through Advocate Mushtaq Memon.


The petitioner submitted that the site measuring about six acres at the PECHS, Block-6, was to be developed as a model park by the society, but it had been taken over by the city government.


Representing the city government, Advocate Manzoor Ahmed stated that the city government had taken over the site in order to develop the green belt between the society's block 6 and Mahmoodabad as a park, not for commercial purposes, but for the public.


The petitioner sought directions of the court for the restoration of the green belt to its original position by removing the alleged unauthorised construction at the site and that the construction of a model park be declared illegal.

Alliance case: The Sindh High Court on Wednesday directed the Accountability Court to decide the case of a co-accused in the Alliance Motors scam within seven days after concluding his cross-examination on Oct 13.

The court, however, made clear that the petitioner would be released on bail subject to furnishing a surety in the sum of Rs1 million if the case was not decided within seven days.


Sheikh Ajazur Rehman, who was arrested on June 19, 2002, was facing trial with others in the Accountability Court.


According to the prosecution, the petitioner purchased properties from the money of the main accused and director of Alliance Motor Asghar, Ali Qureshi, as benamidar of the company.His counsel Farogh Naseem contended under the NAB Ordinance that the trial be concluded within 30 days. He submitted that almost 26 persons had been extended the benefit of bail and even one of the co-accused, Khawaja Mohammad Ramzan, was acquitted by the trial court on Oct 7.

He also prayed that the case of the petitioner was much better than the case of Khwaja Mohammad Ramzan who was acquitted.

(Dawn-19, 12/10/2006)

Minuscule mercies

By Ardeshir Cowasjee

WE must be thankful for small mercies. It took President General Pervez Musharraf seven years to tell the ‘elite’ of the media that Jinnah’s Pakistan “will be no more” unless they change their ways. But the question is: how can they possibly influence the greater illiterate and uneducated uncountable majority, the ways of which need far more urgent mending than do the few countable mediamen?


The land mass of Pakistan that Jinnah cobbled together admeasured 940,093 square kilometers. After a ruling army general and a democratically elected leader of a political party had their way, in 1971 this was reduced to 796,095 sq kms.


Now, after General Musharraf’s chosen sub-leaders — the Chaudhrys and the rest of the Qs, the MQMites and the gentlemen of the MMA — continue their profitable shenanigans, what will there be left to lose come 2007 and the elections? The ruling classes are intent on denuding the entire country of all its trees and forests, destroying the environment all the way down from Peshawar to Karachi in cahoots with the builders’ and developers’ mafia, selling islands to foreign investors, putting up cement plants in protected areas, constructing desalination plants in disregard of environmental rules, thrusting foreign-owned shopping malls down the gullets of all our cities — in short, doing their best to render this country as unlivable as possible.


Again, we can only be thankful for small mercies.

Now, specifically to Karachi. A number of authorities operate and are at odds with each other in this mega city, whose population is now estimated at some 15 million. We have amidst them the federal government, the provincial government, the city district government, the Karachi Port Trust, Port Qasim Authority, the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), and the Clifton Cantonment. Right now, our city finds itself in the midst of a tussle among these seven for the control and ‘development’ of its beaches. All wish to sell, lease or rent most of the city seafront land to foreign and local so-called ‘developers’, and they all naturally wish to make money, lots of money.


Now, having eaten up all the land and open spaces available within the city limits, an attempt is being made to create more land by reclaiming the sea. The main reclamation activist is the DHA which is fast reclaiming acres of sea with the ultimate dream of transforming Karachi into Dubai, in the process making a healthy hefty profit for itself.


At the end of 2004, a company known as DHA Cogen Ltd applied to National Electric Power Regulatory Authority for permission to set up a 94 megawatt power-cum-three million gallons per day desalination plant along the seafront on the southern tip of Phase-8. The NGO Shehri sprang into action and reminded those concerned that under Section 12 of the Environmental Protection Act, 1997, the setting up such a plant required an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).


DHA Cogen duly complied by submitting an EIA for the establishment of a power/desalination plant. On December 19, 2004, the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), through notices in the press, invited comments and objections within 30 days, and fixed a public hearing for January 20, 2005.


On January 15, 2005, Shehri filed objections with SEPA. It highlighted contraventions of the National Environmental Quality Standards, including the discharge of water 15 degrees above sea temperature, brine, and chemicals which would adversely affect marine life; noise and air pollution from an industrial plant within a few hundred yards of a residential area; the negative effects of the 132,000 volt grid-station and transmission lines, etc. They also objected to reclamation of the sea-bed to site the plant, on the grounds that the ocean and its foreshore are held in trust for the public, and that the constitutional rights of all citizens were being violated.


Instead of addressing these issues, SEPA, on 15 January 15, 2005, (a Saturday) wrote to the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (PEPA) in Islamabad stating that DHA Cogen had requested that the project be exempted from obtaining an EIA (stringent and requiring a public hearing) and that it be allowed to obtain an IEE (less stringent, no public hearing required) on the grounds that all it was doing was setting up a 94 MW electricity generating plant.


On January 17, 2005, (a Monday), PEPA issued a one-line letter, giving no reasons, exempting the project from obtaining an EIA and requiring it to obtain a simple IEE. The agency’s efficiency is commendable, quite remarkable (as was observed this year by the Supreme Court in the context of the Steel Mills case and undue haste on the part of the government).


A public interest petition was filed by Shehri through Barrister Abdur Rahman (son of Gilbert) in April 2005 challenging this SEPA decision. On October 9, 2006, a division bench of the High Court of Sindh comprising Justices Mushir Alam and Maqbool Baqar ordered that: (1) The power-cum-desalination project did require an EIA, not merely an IEE, and as such it had been illegally sanctioned by SEPA/PEPA, and that an EIA be held, as per law, within 30 days. (2) Despite there being a bar on the construction of such a project under section 12 of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, since the plant was for the benefit of the public, construction could continue at the sole risk and cost of DHA Cogen; but operation of the plant was restrained until the EIA had been conducted, and, if found to be illegal, it will be stopped. (3) As the land has already been reclaimed along the seashore, the doctrine whereby the sea is held in trust for the public can now be of no avail. (4) The Government of Sindh is to constitute environmental tribunals within two months to address such ecological issues.

This decision is a great boost for the safeguarding of what is left to us of the environment. It recognises that the DHA Cogen and SEPA/ PEPA did wrong and acted unlawfully. It establishes the compelling need of environmental tribunals in Sindh, about which the provincial government has been procrastinating for years. However, there are numerous points of law on which an appeal can be lodged in that final bastion of justice in Pakistan, the Supreme Court.


One major factor is the ‘public trust doctrine’, a wonderful piece of common law from the fifth century. The Roman Emperor Justinian held that “by the laws of nature, these things are common to mankind — the air, running water, the sea, and, consequently, the shore of the sea.” The wise judges of the Supreme Court will have to decide whether sections of the sea shore in Karachi and other areas of Pakistan can be privatised, commercialised or industrialised, or whether such public spaces are to be left free, open and available to all citizens — for their recreation, sitting, lounging, fishing, boating, walking, jogging, playing ball — in short, for doing whatever they like, whenever they wish.


Their Lordships will be asked to rule as to whether our beaches are to be made available to only the few (but fast expanding) rich, powerful and unscrupulous or whether the poor and disadvantaged have an equal right to access the bounties of the Almighty.


Then we have wrong-doing. In Suleman Mala vs. KBCA (1990 CLC 486) a division bench of the High Court of Sindh had stated: “We would also not allow the respondent to complete the structures on an undertaking to demolish the same on failure in legal proceedings because that will amount to permitting a premium on wrong-doing. Further, we cannot fail to observe that a tendency has lately developed in taking the law for granted.... This is a very sad state of affairs and the entire society appears to have been stricken by it. Law, thus, is observed only in its breach. Therefore, unless strict observance is enforced no respite from the present-day situation appears to be in sight.”


There can be no objections to environmentally-friendly power plants or desalination plants that comply with the law, as long as they are not situated on a beach or in the vicinity of a residential area.

(Dawn-7, 15/10/2006)

Historic Shiv Mandir makes way for a Pir

KARACHI: “We have had enough. We cannot put up with this discrimination and harassment anymore,” cry Hindu residents of the century-old Pawandas compound, situated in Lyari town.

The compound has a historic Shiv Mandir on its premises but this has been taken over by a self-styled Pir, whose followers claim that the Mandir was a mosque before. 


They have scraped tiles of Hindu deities in order to “cleanse” the room while the Hindus have been forced to offer their prayers in a makeshift room on another side of the compound.

If that was not enough trouble, other parts of the compound have been taken over by a clan of butchers who now slaughter animals on the premises.

The butchers are intent on taking control of this compound. So far, they have forcibly evicted 24 families despite the official allotment of the compound to the Hindu families by the Sindh government under the Evacuee Property Act 1957.


The Hindus say that they are Pakistani first and Hindu later. Some of them returned to Pakistan within months of migrating to India in 1947 because they said they could not settle there. Now they question their decision as the government continues to ignore their plight.


But they say they will not give up without a fight. In reaction to a recent rape incident with one of the daughters of a senior Hindu priest on the premises of the compound, the enraged members decided to take a stance against the perpetrators. But this has had its consequences.


The butchers have long been involved in misusing the premises and disrupting the rituals and activities of the Hindu residents.

“Unconcerned with the hygienic conditions of a residential area, the butchers continue to slaughter animals within the compound, including cows, which we find particularly disturbing,” Buddhiyaram Maheshwary, a resident of the compound told The News.


Maheshwary says that after the takeover of the Shiv temple, he now performs his religious rituals in what is now the replacement to the older temple, a small room within the compound. Measuring barely 8 feet by 6 feet, the replacement temple does not have room for more than two people to worship at a time.

“It is impossible to perform pooja (prayers) in congregation in such a small space which is why we are limited to saying our daily prayers at home. We cannot celebrate our religious festivals freely either and have to resort to Mandirs situated in other parts of the city,” said another resident, Mulbai.


The followers of the self-styled Pir, Syed Hussain Mian Bukhari, claim that the temple has been a Muslim place of worship for over 50 years.

“Our Pir Sahab has been practicing religion for decades now. He is the descendant of the late Syed Abbas Mian Bukhari who was quite well known,” said one Bilquis Bano, who also lives in the compound.


Attempts have been made to erase all memories of the original Shiv Mandir. Tiles depicting Hindu deities have been scraped. But some tiles are still visible and this belies the claim of the place being a Muslim place of worship.

When confronted with this fact, Syed Hussain himself confessed to this correspondent that the large room was indeed a temple initially that has been illegally taken over by the Muslims after claiming they had taken permission from the Evacuee Board. “We are ready to vacate the area, if the government guarantees our habitation elsewhere,” he added helpfully.


Revealing the history of the place under dispute, Buddhiyaram told The News that before partition the compound consisted of several small houses that were used as Ashrams by different visitors.


Following independence, around 100 Hindu families that resided in the compound migrated to India. Most of them, however, returned shortly after because they were unable to settle there.

“My family was one of the 50 families who returned,” said Buddhiyaram adding, “even today I do not want to leave this country for I am a Pakistani first and a Hindu later. All we are asking for is our due right to practice our religion and faith that even the constitution guarantees.”

Bobby Maheswary, son of Buddhiyaram Maheswary, is a local Union Council member elected on a minority seat. He says that apart from the encroachment, the slaughtering of animals on the premises is a deplorable act.

“It is not just the foul smell of blood. The internal organs of the animals lie exposed everywhere and it is really disgusting and insulting for us Hindus to walk past them,” says Mulbai.


Lawyer Amarnath Motumal, who is also the president of Hindu Panchayat Karachi Division and a council member of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, said that cows are tied and slaughtered in the open — an act that disturbs the entire adjacent neighbourhood.


But how can a slaughterhouse be run within a residential premises, ask the original residents. “The slaughterhouse also has some rules to follow and maintain a hygienic atmosphere. They are not only insulting the minority settlements but are also violating the rules of the government,” complained one elderly woman.


Bobby Maheswary also said that a team of vets was recently called for inspection so that the place could be formalized as a slaughterhouse. These vets refused to give their approval.


Seventy-year-old Dawood, who runs a decoration business in the locality, claims that he is trying to settle the dispute.

He says he has been witness to the situation for the past 32 years and blames the authorities for encouraging encroachment in the compound.


The Baghdadi police themselves help the Muslim land grabbers by forcing the Hindu residents to sign on the residential document in exchange for a very little amount, which subsequently gives them the right to use the land,” he discloses.


Using his position as a council member, Bobby said he has made several complaints to higher authorities, including the local area police, Town Nazim and Chief Minister of Sindh, about the unauthorized construction of houses and forced eviction of his community members.

He has also filed a complaint with the Ministry of Health but no action has been taken to date. “Each official blames the other and shifts responsibility. I don’t know where to go. I feel really helpless,” said the frustrated young man.


Bobby also suffered personal trauma recently for his attempts to get justice. Both he and his wife were recently attacked and abused verbally by some members of the butcher clan because he filed a formal complaint.

“My wife who is pregnant was totally shaken. I cannot afford to risk her or my child’s life at the moment so to avoid further complications I will not pursue the case until my wife delivers,” says Bobby now.


So much is the harassment in this small compound that some mothers refrain from sending their children outside to play as they are harassed by Muslim children.

“They use swear words and for a single mistake a Hindu makes, they abuse our entire cast. That is quite offending.”


While most were forcefully asked to vacate the compound, some families willingly left to avoid further harassment. This is what the butcher clan wants.


Karachi’s Hindu community is approximately 1.5 million and most who reside here belong to the scheduled castes. “This community is very scared of fighting for their rights and different quarters have been taking advantage of their vulnerability,” said lawyer Motumal.


The question now remains as to who will win this battle for control of the compound. Many ask whether the government will look the other way as a revered Hindu place of worship is desecrated and their members keep being provoked by a clan of butchers.

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-2, 15/10/2006)
Lyari facing housing shortage

KARACHI, Oct 14: Lyari has presently become a problem-ridden locality owing to housing shortage problem as those living here for decades have not shifted to other areas, although availability of land has reached a saturation point.

Owing to cultural traditions, the locality has become congested over the years as many people here prefer living a community life under joint family system. “Together we live and share each others’ joys and grief,” says an old resident of Lyari.


According to a survey, Lyari Town with a population of 1.6 million, is spread on some 1600 acres. It is located on the right bank of Lyari River.


An average family in the town comprises seven members. Based on this assumption, the total number of families at present is around 2,30,000.

The survey also shows that a majority of houses have a maximum total space of 40 to 80 square yards and an average family consists seven members.

The residents of Karachi’s oldest settlement have urged the government to give serious thought to the housing shortage problem in Lyari which has become acute with the passage of time owing to its limited space and rising population.


Another reason cited for congestion is the locality’s convenient location for daily wage workers and those associated with other trades who want to live near the city centre.


City’s major markets, including Saddar, Jamia Cloth market, Boulton market, are easily accessible from Lyari by bus and foot.


Public transport is also easily available even at night. Majority of the population of the locality still belongs to low income groups and they could not afford to buy land.

A new trend is being witnessed with the emergence of highrises in the 70s after the defunct KMC’s regularisation plan. It resulted in mushroom growth of apartments built vertically by builders, which have been causing problems to the original inhabitants. In a majority cases, precious land has been usurped by builders.


Thus a large number of people started living in small houses in sub-human conditions and problems are multiplying owing to scant civic services — shortage of water, insanitation, sewage overflows which calls for immediate steps to overcome the housing crisis in Lyari area by developing some other housing scheme exclusively meant for the residents of Lyari.

In 1980s, the then Sindh Governor, Lt-Gen S.M. Abassi, conceived a plan to develop a new settlement in the vicinity of Hawkesbay to facilitate shifting of burgeoning population of Lyari to the new housing scheme, popularly known as new Lyari housing scheme.


But the scheme had been sabotaged by the KDA on the pretext of so-called technicalities and after the creation of Lyari Development Authority the scheme was transferred to it by the KDA.


In 1996, the then PPP government constructed 500 low-cost houses in Hawkesbay and the same were allotted to party workers but it could not change the overall situation and the housing shortage continued to persist.


Consequently, the housing shortage is compounding people’s miseries owing to rise in price of land and also owing to illegal activities of builders and developers who in a bid raise multi-storey buildings purchase houses in bulk.

Though the locality has been regularized and considered to be permanent settlement, it was observed that the condition of houses did not improve as a result of regularization. The new constructions were razed in a haphazard way despite the fact they were issued NOCs by the KBCA.


It is witnessed that when a kachchi abadi is regularized, there remains little space for the original inhabitants owing to conversion of land-use as commercial and residential areas are earmarked, roads are constructed, community centres are built and plots of land are allotted for parks.

A CBO representative suggested launching of a new housing scheme, especially for people from middle class in Lyari.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-19, 15/10/2006)

Law to protect women’s rights to housing urged

ISLAMABAD, Oct 15: Concerted efforts are needed to improve the lot of rural women by strengthening national, legal and policy frameworks for protecting women’s rights to adequate housing, land and inheritance, and ensuring non-discrimination and gender equality.

These suggestions are part of the recommendations made by UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing Miloon Kothari, released by the Women’s World Summit Foundation on the occasion of World Rural Women Day observed on October 15.


Dogged by stifling age-old traditions and outdated socio- economic system, the women living in rural areas of Pakistan are still living in stone-ages with lack of access to education, better health facilities and denial of their basic rights. They are even subjected to sexual and economic exploitation, most of which remains obscured and hidden behind the smoke-screen of our feudal system.


Their miserable state has been further exacerbated by draconian laws such as Hudood Ordinances. Pakistani women have a long way to go in achieving rights recognised by world women and human rights organisations and watchdogs.


Despite the fact that women play a major role in agricultural production in rural areas, their own condition remains miserable as they are forced to live in abject poverty.


Keeping in view this scenario, the recommendations made by the UN rapporteur need to be implemented in letter and spirit.

In this regard, Mr Kothari has stressed ensuring both at the policy and legislative levels, harmonisation between provisions in international human rights instruments and religious and customary law and practices in relation to women’s equal rights to housing, land, property and inheritance.


The UN rapporteur called for developing gender-sensitive housing policies and legislation, taking into account the situations of specific groups of women who are particularly vulnerable to hopelessness and other housing rights violations due to multiple forms of discrimination.

He also stressed enhancing rural women’s access to affordable utilities such as water, electricity and heating, as well as access to education, employment and health facilities.


It was also recommended to prevent, investigate and punish acts of violence against women, given the link between violence against women and women’s adequate housing.


Another recommendation was to introduce anti-violence provisions in housing legislation and policies, and ensuring that domestic violence laws include provisions to protect women’s right to adequate housing.


The UN rapporteur also stressed that homeless women should not be discriminated against in accessing adequate housing on the grounds of a criminal record.

“Each year for the past 10 years, WWSF raises awareness about the importance of your contributions to sustainable development, household food security and peace, and to finding creative ways to promote your basic human rights,” says the World Women Summit Foundation in an open letter released on the occasion of World Rural Women Day.


This year’s theme ‘claim your fundamental, inalienable right to adequate housing’, is another right women are entitled to, the letter says.


It is estimated that about 1.2 billion people in developing countries do not have access to drinking water; 1.8 billion people live without access to adequate sanitation, and 1 billion live in inadequate housing, with over 100 million living in conditions classified as homelessness.

“This is totally unacceptable in a world as prosperous as ours where close to $1,000 billion are spent every year on defence. A mere fraction of this could build adequate housing for all”, the letter says.


The women’s right to adequate housing, as an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of all human rights, has been recognised, implicitly and explicitly in a range of international and regional human rights instruments.


Given the importance of housing in our lives, the distinctive relationship between women and housing and the fact that for many women worldwide, home is their primary sphere of activity, placing women at the centre of housing rights is indispensable in enabling significant change.

(By Zeeshan Qamar Sheikh, Dawn-2, 16/10/2006)

Goths still await regularization


KARACHI, Oct 16: Millions of people have been anxiously waiting for the regularisation of their goths and kutchi abadis in Karachi, as snail-paced bureaucracy seems least interested to alleviate sufferings of these less privileged people.


More than 40 per cent population of Karachi resides in these kutchi abadis and goths dotted all over 18 towns of the city. Karachi, presently the seventh largest city of the world, a few centuries back was a small village of fishermen named Kolachi. It grew bigger in pre-British period and became Karachi. During the British era, its population expanded and it got the status of a large city; however, after the independence of Pakistan the mammoth influx of migrants from India completely changed its face and all of sudden it emerged as a mega city.


Karachi has always been dotted by numerous small goths, many of them have lost their identity and become urban settlements as creeping urban city gulped them down in the process of razing and relocating, while some 2,000 goths and kutchi abadis managed to survive and they are still present in all 18 towns of the city. However, due to abject poverty, illiteracy and lack of political awareness, these villages lagged behind in every walk of life from their newborn urban cousins. Every government ignored these goths and till today a majority of them is deprived of basic civic infrastructure, as well as, ownership rights.


The issue of goths got a massive importance in February this year when City Nazim Mustafa Kamal claimed that goths and kutchi abadis that sprang up before 1985 would be regularized, while all similar settlements emerging after 1985 were encroachments and therefore illegal.


This startling statement made visible ripples in political scenario, besides creating immense unease amongst the residents of these goths and kutchi abadis. The city government started razing some small villages in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Baldia and other towns, which created protest demos against it. In the first week of May 2006 came the botched operation of razing Sikander Goth, during which a villager was gunned down and many others injured when police and some masked armed political workers opened fire on the protesting villagers. The political backlash of this event was massive, as all political parties belonging to opposition strongly condemned the city government in and out of the assemblies for demolition. Protests, demos and strikes were observed in the width and breadth of Sindh and the coalition provincial government, as well as, district city government Karachi were forced to retreat.


The anti-goth drive gained a decisive momentum when the Pushto-speaking population of Karachi supported it from the platform of Loya Jirga of Pakhtoon Action Committee. A massive protest rally of Loya Jirga of Pakhtoon Action Committee that paralyzed road traffic of the city for many hours provided much food for thought for policymakers at the provincial and city government level and forced them taking a U-turn regarding the goth-razing policy.


In the first week of June, Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim ordered that no action should be taken against 803 villages of Karachi, as per recommendation of Village Demolition Inquiry Committee. He also ordered that no action should be taken against any goth or locality with 50 or more villages without informing the provincial government in advance.


To pacify millions of angry and polarized citizens, he took more fire-fighting measures and set up a Goth Regularisation Committee headed by Sindh Minister for Mineral Resources Irfanullah Khan Marwat.


This committee has yet to submit its detailed report regarding the regularisation of goth, as the fate of the villagers hinges on the findings and recommendations of this report. However, many early indications seemed positive. In June 2006, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal announced setting up a special Goth Infrastructure Development Fund for chalking out separate development plans for goths of Karachi, rehabilitation of their infrastructure and provision of basic facilities estimated to cost more than Rs3 billion. He said that the city government wanted to further develop goths and make them at par with other developed areas.


In the third week of August 2006, Sindh Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan invited a delegation of the Pakhtoon Action Committee to the Governor’s House and told it that the government had declared 803 goths of Karachi as permanent goths while the fate of 549 kutchi abadis would be decided soon.


Moreover, the chief minister also announced that goths in the whole province would be regularized and more facilities provided to them under the Sindh Rural Development Scheme.


It is true that Karachi could not be made a modern urban mega city and economic and trade hub of the region till developing and modernizing its teeming goths and kutchi abadis. Razing and pulling down is not the answer to this sensitive issue as more than 40 per cent of total population of the city lives in these settlements.


The delaying tactics could not solve this issue, either. The undue delay of issuance of the report of Goth Regularisation Committee headed by Irfanullah Marwat could not be termed a welcome sign, as the slum problem is worsening and aggravating by every passing day. This is high time to take the bull by the horns, and bring all backward localities of Karachi at par with the urban ones, so as to make this great city a true mega urban centre.

(Dawn-17, 17/10/2006)

SC asks KBCA to serve notices on violators

ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: The Supreme Court on Wednesday ordered the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) to serve notices in a week on the owners of buildings constructed in Block 2 and 3 of the Pakistan Employees Cooperative Housing Society (PECHS), Karachi, in violation of the building rules.


A two-member bench comprising Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry and Justice Mohammad Nawaz Abbasi also directed the senior member of the Central Board of Revenue (CBR), Karachi, to provide by October 27 complete details of the officials concerned who allowed construction of these commercial buildings in PECHS without first getting the KBCA’s no objection certificate (NOC).


On a suo motu, the bench was hearing an application of a citizen from Karachi, Mian Tariq Jamil Pagganwala, who had alleged that with the alleged connivance of the KBCA, commercial buildings were being constructed in residential Block 2 and Block 3 of the PECHS without getting an NOC.

Additional Controller (Legal) KBCA Shahid Jamil also informed the court that 17 buildings had been constructed in violation of building rules for commercial purposes in Block 2 and Block 3 of the PECHS by violating the permission to build two storeys in addition to a ground floor.

Despite the legal requirement to get an NOC from the KBCA, nobody applied for the same, he complained.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-16, 19/10/2006)

Action ordered against housing secretary

ISLAMABAD, Oct 19: The Supreme Court on Thursday ordered the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to expedite criminal proceedings against a secretary of a Punjab housing cooperatives for his involvement in a multi-million scam.

A two-member bench comprised Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and Justice Muhammad Nawaz Abbasi.


Secretary Punjab Small Industries Cooperatives Employees Housing Society (PSICEHS), Lahore, Major (Retd) Zulfikar Ali issued allotment letters of 1,300 available plots to over 1,700 applicants. Some of the plots were issued in the name of more than four individuals but occupation of the land was denied to them for the last 20 years.


On a suo motu, the bench was hearing complaints of affected persons of the society.

One of the victims in a choked voice told the court that she had come here after borrowing money from area nazim because after the death of her husband she had no means to live. She accused the secretary of the society of selling the plot allotted in her name and she had been running from pillar to post for the last 13 years to get the plot.


Advocate General Punjab Chaudhry Aftab Iqbal also informed the court that the Lahore High Court had vacated the stay granted against NAB two years ago to proceed against the secretary when the bureau took over the case.


Even the land reserved for the graveyard and the mosques were allegedly sold by the secretary, AG stated. The bench was also informed that 96 petitions by the affected persons were pending in different courts of law.

In order to resolve the controversy, the apex court decided to entrust Chief Secretary, Punjab, the job of forming a three- member liquidators comprising honest officer from the provincial bureaucracy to probe the matter thoroughly. A comprehensive report is required from the committee which should be drafted while keeping in view the number of complaints, financial affairs and other matters.


The registrar of the society was also directed to hold fresh elections of the office bearers of the society and after electing the new body submit a detailed report to the chief secretary as well as to the court.


Directions were also issued to the area magistrate to take over the affairs of the society and take steps to appoint a caretaker after de-seating the secretary.


Advocate Malik Muhammad Qayyum, representing the secretary of the society assured the bench that his client would withdraw all civil suits pending before different courts filed to prolong the matter.


Earlier, Advocate Faisal Agha, who also represented the secretary, filed a detailed report suggesting list of all pending cases filed by individuals in different courts against the society.

The apex court also directed its office to requisition files of the three pending cases in the LHC.


PPI adds: The Supreme Court Thursday directed the district and sessions judge, Rawalpindi, to depute an additional sessions judge for probe into the alleged victimisation of a school teacher and her husband by police at the behest of a Khayabane Sir Syed union council Nazim, Nasrullah Jarral.

The Supreme Court bench comprised Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and Justice Muhammad Nawaz Abbasi.

Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry had taken a suo motu notice of the complaint of a school teacher, Kulsoom Arif. Ms Kulsoom said that she was a polling agent during the election for AJK Legislative Assembly, Jammu 6, in Rawalpindi and while polling was on, some armed people led by Nasrullah Jarral forcibly entered the polling booth and beaten her and other staff.


Ms Arif said later she was sent to a police station where she was tortured and later her husband was implicated in a false case.

She said police were not registering a case against the accused and harassing her as well as her family.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-2, 20/10/2006)

Plenty of toxic waste


THE liquid effluents of Pak-Arab Fertilisers contain toxic substances which are highly injurious to human health as the factory has no waste water treatment plant. The liquid waste is being dumped into a canal named Multan Branch (commonly known as Naubahar Canal) through a four-kilometre-long channel.


The channel passes through a 132-foot-wide and four-kilometre-long vacant piece of land. The abandoned land belongs to the irrigation and power department. The irrigation department never permitted Pak-Arab Fertilizers to use its land for the disposal of waste water of the factory.


But the administration of the factory did not care for it and constructed the waste water carrying channel. Now the factory has gone entirely to the private sector. The administration, as well as the owners of the factory, has made a nefarious plan to grab the abandoned land through which waste water channel is passing, notwithstanding the fact that the land is owned by the irrigation and power department.


Contiguous with the aforementioned vacant piece of land is the green belt of housing colony V-block, New Multan. The general manager, administration of the fertiliser company, has threatened the dwellers of V-Block, New Multan, that they should dismantle the green belt on their own, or else the law-enforcement agencies would be used to get it done. The green belt has been approved by the housing and physical planning department for which it has already charged money from the residents.


Obviously, the owners and the administration of the fertiliser company intend to occupy the vacant piece of land owned by irrigation department as well as the green belt owned by the dwellers of V-Block. The Punjab chief minister is requested to intervene in this matter. The vacant land should be developed into a public park to curtail the pollution caused by the fertiliser company.


MALIK GHULAM MUHAMMAD New Multan

(Dawn-6, 20/10/2006)

Karachi’s gypsies face troubling times

KARACHI: Millions of gypsies live in tents and shanties in both the suburbs of the city and alongside the rivers and canals outside the city limits. These people — men, women, children and even eunuchs — are called ‘Banjaras’, ‘gypsies’, ‘bagrries’, ‘bheel’, ‘kohlis’ and ‘mohanays.’ They do not seem to have a productive role in society as they do not influence the social, political and economic systems of the country. Instead, they are exploited by politicians, social workers, non-governmental organisations and other state and non-state actors under one pretext or another. 


It is ironic that non-governmental organisations obtain huge funds in the name of the advancement of down-trodden sections of society, particularly those living below the poverty line, and also for the education and training of non-skilled people aiming to act as rehabilitation programmes, yet they take no interest in the uplift of hundreds of thousands of the poorest people in the country — the gypsies. 


An extensive survey conducted by The News shows that in Karachi there are dozens of such localities where gypsies reside, each comprising about 1,000 to 6,000 persons. The residents of these areas eke a tough like enduring an assortment of hardships. The unfortunate reality behind this trying way of life is that these people remain unemployed, unable to gets jobs under any capacity, even as servants, drivers, cooks, gardeners, office boys and even in the pursuit of petty businesses, they are heavily discouraged. 


Further exacerbating their plight is that, in most cases, encamped gypsies are threatened with dire consequences by different influential quarters to vacate the plots on which they dwell. The land is owned by the provincial government, city governments and individuals who wish to utilise these plots for constructing commercial plazas and buildings. They are also shunned from riversides and woods by other departments and even deserts near the cities for various reasons. The women in these groups find themselves in similar situations; willing to work yet not employed anywhere, even in domestic households as maids, since people fear they will steal or snatch away their valuables if allowed to enter their homes.


The major camps locations of the gypsies in and around the city include Korgani No 3 1/2, Landhi, Koyee Goth, Safoora Goth, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, University Road (camping at hills and grounds situated in front of University of Karachi), Aazam Goth, near Journalist Colony, Haideri, Shafi Goth, Orangi Town, New Karachi, Kantey Azarr, Liaquatabad, Naziabad, North Karachi, Railway Colony, Gillani Railway Station, Ziaul Haque Colony, Malir (Malir Halt, Kala Board and Malir City, Malir River, Lal Masjid), Golimar, Teenhatti, Lyarri, Shershah, Chakiwara, Rangiwara, Old PECHS, Shahrah-e-Faisal, Drigh Road Railway Station, around 13-d-I, Gulsahan-e-Iqbal, Aaisha Manzil, Shah Faisal Colony and Sheereen Jinnah Colony and under the major city bridges.


According to an elderly gypsy, Karachi has more than 2 million gypsies settled in different areas of the city. A number of immigrants, including Bengalis, Burmese and Afghans are also among the gypsies, most of whom are liberal in their living and totally unbiased regarding language, religion, race, sex and other affiliations and belongings.


In fact, historians and researchers argue that the original inhabitants of Sindh were called Dravidians (gypsies) and they were removed from their motherland by the invading Aryans. According to a researcher Ishrat Hussain, who had been working with indigenous ‘Mohanays’, the gypsies had given up settling and building houses as a mark of protest from the day the invaders had occupied their homes, lands, and, moreover their entire motherland.


There have been some fictional and non-fictional writings on the gypsy way of living by Mustanzar Hussain Tarrar, the late Ishrat Hussain, the late Shabih Abbas Jarchavi, the late Ahmed Nadeem Qasimi and a few other writers. The gypsies have some complaints with the media, especially against film and drama makers, saying that though they use their shelters and tents in order to give their productions a natural atmosphere, they never truly depicted their real lives and the gravity of problems therein, instead presenting things in a glamorous context. Moreover, film makers never paid them their reasonable dues for the use of their ‘Bastis’, dresses, gatherings, etc.


Interestingly, members of the gypsy community claim that they do not have particular religious beliefs and instead prefer to be recognised as a community whose members can live anywhere. However, one member, going by the name Sobhraj, claims that they now wanted to settle but the local populations did not allow them to do so. Sobhraj, who resides in a locality of gypsies in Gulistan-e-Jauhar near Kamran Chowrangi, says that he and his community members were being asked by some unknown people, who arrived in jeeps and other vehicles, to leave the area immediately. He said, “Such people have been visiting us for the last three months and threaten us with dire consequences, while we plea that we are residing here for last 15 years and it is not possible for us to just shut down our businesses and leave the area immediately.” 


Another resident Haji Ali Nawaz said that they were running small businesses such as vegetable, fruit and other provision stalls in order to fulfil their desire to become more respectable members of the society, but certain people were discouraging them in their attempts. A woman gypsy named Jeeni, a resident of Liaquatabad said, “Our women work in the grain trade and we sit in different areas and sell grains, but, at times, we are cheated by men and sometimes people openly exploit us by refusing to clear our payments on the grounds that we are selling ‘kharab badam aur mava’ (dour and sour articles).” Jeeni alleged that, “Some bad characters and scoundrels have very bad perceptions and tempt us with different things and gratifications in order to have sex with us, which is a serious social problem for us.”

“We are not treated in a normal manner and we are discouraged from everywhere to get a respectable job — our men are also treated harshly in this society as they are not allowed to own a cart and run any small business such ‘raddi paper and botal batti karobar’.”


Robert, resident of a shanty town filled with tents in Safoora Goth, said that despite his tremendous efforts to become a respectable member of society he was not accepted by the so-called decent members of the society, and was constantly accused of being a thief. Robert maintained that, “I swear that I have never stolen anything from anywhere I worked, but a group of clever people, desiring to adjust their kith and kin, managed to have me removed from jobs such as a bus cleaner and conductor, a rickshaw driver, assistant to an ‘arrthi’ (wholesaler) in Bolton Market and as a tea seller as well.”

(By Zabe Azkar Hussain, The News-2, 21/10/2006)
Taiser Town


TAISER Town, Karachi, is being developed by the Malir Development Authority (MDA). In this respect, a lottery was drawn last July for allotment of residential plots measuring 120 square yards, but handing over of the possession of these plots is being delayed as development work of the project has not been completed.

The cost of the plots is also in the process of being paid by the allottees in instalments. In the circumstances, handing over of the possession of the plots to the allottees and construction of houses thereon by them are to be delayed further. 


I would like to suggest that the allottees should be asked to pay the balance cost in lump sum or increase the amount of instalments so that the outstanding development work is carried out speedily and possession of the plots is given to the allottees to enable them to construct houses immediately. 


The delay like that of about 10 years caused in the development of the housing project on the National Highway in the east of Karachi city should be avoided in the case of Taiser Town.


G. RAZA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 21/10/2006)

Hyderabad’s homeless

A mile or two down Khayaban-e-Imam Khomeni in Hyderabad lies Makrani Para, a katchi abadi railway colony that consists of 100 squatter settlements. The colony is situated on a rather prominent garbage heap and the tents that the residents of Makrani Para live in are pitched around, over, or next to the gargantuan mounds of rubbish that cover every surface of the area. In most cases, the garbage reaches as high as the tents do.


Five days ago local policemen and women came with lathis and ordered the people of Makrani Para to pack their belongings and leave. The police came without notice and when the people refused to abandon their homes, insisting that they had no where else to go, the policemen and women beat them and kicked their tents to the ground -- a generous term, the fortunate of Makrani Para had dirty greying encampments that could pass as tents, but the majority weren't so lucky. They tied a sheet of fabric or an old ralli to two sticks that they then dug into the garbage and lived underneath a patch of shaded land not larger than five feet wide. The police told the people of Makrani Para that they were encroaching on railway land and had a week to find new accommodation. The police promised they would be back on the third day of Eid to finish the job. One woman, Hadna, died as a result of the injuries she received that day.


"How can they say we're encroaching?" said Hadna's daughter, a grey haired woman named Lassi, "We have lived in this area since the time of the British. We were evicted from our homes because they wanted to use our land for construction and so we were forced out to this area and have been here ever since". A man spoke up, his name was Sher Mohammad and his lips trembled as he spoke to us "They want to throw us out because they say we're encroaching on railway land but we pay rent to live here, every family pays Rs100 a month" One hundred rupees for the right to live in an unsanitary, exposed garbage heap. They pay it to the city. "There's a McDonald's hotel on the other side of the tracks," continued Sher Mohammad "they are even closer to the tracks than we are, but nobody is moving them".


I have seen a fair number of katchi abadis, I have spent time in the squalor of Karachi's ubiquitous slums, but I had never seen anything as disturbing as the Makrani Para colony in Hyderabad. I was not at all prepared for what I saw in Hyderabad that afternoon. There were black garbage bags everywhere -- the people used them for warmth at night. Old beaten down crates were used as their furniture and there was no running water or private, let alone clean, toilet spaces. How can I describe the violence of the place? The utter marginalization of these already marginalized people? I smiled at a young girl; she must have been around two years old. She had her hair tied up in a ponytail with a rubber band right on top of her head. She just stared at me. I kept smiling at her. Nothing. I made faces, I motioned hello with my hand, but she wouldn't respond. There was nothing left in her. Her spirit had been beaten out of her; so effective is the violence of poverty and disenfranchisement. When the third day of Eid comes, the government will not need bulldozers to empty out Makrani Para of its residents, just lathis -- they will do the job just fine, how blissfully easy it is to destroy a tent. As a side observation, there were banners and posters all over Hyderabad city advertising one of those monstrous new apartment complexes that are springing up all over the place. These ones were called 'London Towers' and had a garish drawing of Big Ben placed in between 'London' and 'Towers'. If you cannot afford a four bedroom in the eerily named London Towers, what then of your right to shelter?


It was midday and the sun was beating down on us, and I was carrying a book and a sheet of paper that I was writing on. When I stopped behind my mother, who was speaking to Sher Mohammad, to jot something down I was enveloped by a swarm of women. "Bhaji, write my name down" someone said touching my arm. "Write mine too" insisted the others. Zora Deva, Ani, Karim Bux, Dhanee, Arshad, Bano, Hamida, Imam Bux, Lalla, Janaat, Mira, Paloo. I was overwhelmed with the names that came at me, some Hindu, some Muslim, some Sindhi, some Balochi. I didn't have it in me to ask what they thought would be accomplished by my writing down their names, they seemed so sure that it was going to mean something, so I continued to bear witness to their destruction and wrote down whatever they told me to. "Write my name down and my children's too" said Sassi, a woman whose newborn baby was tied to her chest. "I was beaten" she said and lifted her kameez sleeve to show me the lathi scars "They beat my arm so badly I can't work on my machine. I have two children, what am I supposed to do?" What machine do you work on, I asked. "I weave carpets" Sassi replied. It was child labour. Sassi barely looked my age; she could not have been over 18.


I kept writing and as I did one of the women held her dupatta over me to block the sun from my eyes. "Where is Benazir?" asked another woman, cheekily hoping to get some gossip out of me while they had me working as their ledger. I ignored the question and continued writing. "Oh she's in London, let the girl finish writing," shouted an old woman busy swatting away the flies around us. I looked at her and smiled and she smiled back and put her hand on my shoulder "You got my name, didn't you?" I did. She was Hamida; she wore a green shalwar kameez and had family in Lyari. "Can't you go and live with them?" someone asked her. "Why should I?" She replied. "This is my home".

I left the railway colony armed with names and a heavy feeling of gloom. Eid was not far away and there seemed little one could do. Every week since I've been writing this column I've received many kind emails from people across the country, they are letters of support, suggestions, questions, and criticism. I am always happy to receive and read them but this week, don't write to me.


Write to Kanwar Naveed, the nazim of Hyderabad. Mention those names – mention Zora Deva, Karim Bux, Arshad, Bano, Imam Bux, Sher Mohammad, Hadna, and Sassi. Write to Kanwar Naveed and ask him why the people of Makrani Para are being forcibly evicted from their homes and why they have not received any compensation or resettlement money from the government or the railway authorities. Ask him what he will be doing on the third day of Eid. 


Ask him to stop these forced evictions in his city. You can reach the Hyderabad Nazim's office at this address: District nazim Hyderabad, District Council Office, Opposite Shahbaz Building, Gymkhana Road, Hyderabad and at these numbers: 9200709 or 9200069. You can also reach Anjum Parvez, the Secretary of the Railways Board at D Block, 4th floor, Pak Secretariat, Islamabad or call at 051-9206154.

(By Fatima Bhutto, The News-6, 22/10/2006)
SC annuls Gwadar land quotas for MPs, judges

QUETTA: The Supreme Court ordered on Saturday the cancellation of land allotment quotas, both industrial and residential, for MNAs, MPAs, senators, ministers and other dignitaries in Gwadar and said the Balochistan government is not competent to allocate land quotas for parliamentarians in the coastal town. 


The Quetta bench of the apex court, comprising Justice Javed Iqbal and Justice Raja Fayyaz Ahmed, delivered this verdict during the hearing of a petition filed by Zehra Bibi. The bench also cancelled the allotments of 50 plots to serving and retired members of judiciary in Sanghar Housing Scheme Phase-V in Gwadar. 


All the allotments, mutations, alienation, transfers made in favour of any private party after the first hearing of the petition, ie Oct 5, 2006, were also declared having no legal effect. The bench directed that their copies be sent to the registrar of the Supreme Court in Islamabad so that their legality, authenticity and genuineness could be assessed.


The apex court also restrained the chief minister, the revenue minister and the board of revenue of Balochistan from allotting land in Gwadar in violation of the statutory Land Lease Policy notified through a notification by the provincial government on Dec 1, 2000. It ordered the government to formulate a comprehensive policy for state land in Gwadar for its allotment and to base the disposal of the land purely on transparency and fairness.


The bench asked the senior member of the board of revenue to point out any illegal allotments made during the past five years in Gwadar. “A complete record of all the allotments during the last five years be furnished within four weeks to the registrar Supreme Court of Pakistan in Islamabad.” 


The bench observed that the allotment of lands in Gwadar has been made in violation of the policy formulated by the provincial government itself and that discretionary powers have been exercised in an arbitrary and capricious manner, which could be cited as a “classic example of abuse of authority and misuse of powers”.


“Nobody knows how the settled land owned by the state has been transferred to private sector, that too on peanut price, which depicts lack of transparency and mismanagement. The provincial government and Board of Revenue cannot be absolved from their responsibilities in this regard,” it further observed, adding that the provincial government has failed to evolve a comprehensive and consistent policy and mechanism for the allotment of lands in the coastal town. 


“Every allotment, sale and disposal of land appears to have been made in a dubious and suspicious manner, it remarked,” it said, declaring that the Balochistan government is not at all competent to allocate quotas for the allotment of lands in Gwadar to politicians, ministers, MNAs, MPAs, senators, higher civil bureaucracy and provincial judiciary without having a proper piece of legislation on the subject. 


The bench directed the provincial law secretary to explain how contradictory opinions were tendered which culminated in the allotments of 4,100 acres of land in favour of Mir Nazar Kalmati and his family through a notification issued by Capt (retired) Fariduddin Ahmedzai, the principal secretary to the chief minister. 


The secretary was also directed to furnish complete data of the pending cases about the allotment, mutation, alienation and claims with respect to Gwadar’s land against the government to ensure that satisfactory arrangements had been made to defend the government properly. 


The woman complained in her petition about the forcible occupation of her land in Gwadar by the provincial government and sought the allotment of an alternative piece of land as promised by the chief minister. 


APP adds: The Supreme Court bench also asked the advocate general of Balochistan to procure the judgments passed by Qazi courts, the Majilis-e-Shoora and the Balochistan High Court over the past five years on the allotment, mutation, alienation and ownership of land and to submit their copies to the registrar of the Supreme Court within four weeks. 


It also ordered the submission of details of all the allotments, sale, disposal and exchange of industrial plots in the district, indicating how the allotments were made and in whose favour and by whom. 


The details of amounts received in this regard will also be placed before the registrar of the Supreme Court within four weeks. The bench directed the member of the board of revenue to submit to the registrar of the Supreme Court a list of names of EDOs (revenue), Tehsildars, Naib Tehsildars and Patwaris who remained posted in Gwadar in the past five year. 


It observed that the executive district officer (revenue) and the settlement officer of Gwadar were inefficient and that they failed to check illegal transactions and mutations. It ordered their immediate transfers and the submission of a report within a week to the registrar of the Supreme Court in this respect. It also ordered disciplinary action against them. 

The court ordered the transfer of Gwadar’s Tehsildar and disciplinary action against him within four weeks. If needed, a criminal case should be also registered against him, the court further said. 

The bench clubbed the petition with others of the same nature pending at the principal seat of the Supreme Court and ordered all such appeals and petitions be placed before a larger bench at some early date after soliciting approval from the chief justice.

(By Muhammad Ejaz Khan, The News-1, 22/10/2006)
Land utilisation policy slammed

KARACHI, Oct 27: Leader of the opposition in Sindh Assembly Nisar Khuhro on Friday deplored the alleged move of the federal government to decide about provincial capital’s land use policy and termed it infringement of the provincial autonomy.


While blaming the Muttahida Qaumi Movement for manipulating this decision that had ingredients of division of the province, Mr Khuhro alleged that the prized land of Karachi and its coastline was being sold out to foreigners under the pretext of attracting foreign investment and developing infrastructure. But in this guise huge amount is being siphoned out of the country in the forms of kickbacks in shady deals, in which those who claim to be custodians of this city and of provincial autonomy, are playing a leading role, he added.


“What right the federal government has to decide how the city should be managed,” the PPP leader asked while criticising the reported decision allegedly taken by the prime minister during his recent visit to the metropolis.

He claimed that it amounted to reducing Sindh’s capital into a Federally Administered Territory and these acts had made the chief executive of the province a lame duck.


Mr Khuhro also claimed that the decision was result of the deal, MQM had struck following its “skirmishes” with the ruling PML (Q) and the deal was kept a secret from the people of Sindh, to facilitate the MQM.


The opposition leader in the Sindh assembly claimed that the MQM-led city government, which he said had demolished old goths and katchi abadis of Karachi, had been demanding control over the large tract of the Sindh’s land along the Super and National highways. That amounted to interfering in the domain of the chief minister who had preferred not to delegate this authority to anyone else. However, in order to provide a face saving to the MQM, he claimed, its benefactor in uniform formed a committee headed by the governor who was a non-elected agent of the federation under the military-led rule.


Mr Khuhro pointed out that the decision to strip the Sindh chief minister of his powers to decide about the land use of Karachi was taken after resistance from the provincial revenue department to what he termed a dubious deal for developing a modern city on the two islands off Bin Qasim Port.

Apparently the committee would focus on creating a modern mechanism through professional and participatory decision making; it does not include elected provincial legislatures.


Mr Khuhro was not opposed to coordination between various agencies or to a unified building control laws for the city government and the various cantonments and DHA, KPT etc, but was not supportive of the idea of giving the power of land use in Karachi to such agencies alone, stripping the provincial chief executive of his role in land use in the provincial capital.


“It seems that the rulers believe in two Sindh’s; one in which their interests were best served by making the MQM omnipotent and the other where the people oppose military rule and demand their due share in the NFC, water resources, employment opportunities, supremacy of the parliament and the constitution, independent election commission and transparent and free and fair elections,” said Mr Khuhro.

He accused the MQM of playing the role of agent provocateur and a collaborator and supporting dictators while the people were trying to remove them through their political mobilisation. Mr Khuhro said that in effect this unelected committee headed by the Sindh governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan, would decide to whom the land of Karachi would be sold and under what conditions.

But in the whole process the chief minister would not be a part of it, though its member would include chief secretary and additional chief secretary for development and local government, the city nazim, finance and law secretaries, a member of the provincial land utilisation department, provincial police chief besides other stakeholders and DCO of the city government.


Mr Khuhro said that the issue would be raised by his party in the next month’s assembly session along with the issue of voters’ list discrepancy, lack of relief or the rehabilitation of rain-hit people of Sindh besides urging the assembly to adopt a resolution calling upon the Sindh government to demand of the federal government compensation for the losses suffered by the province due to short supply of water over the past several years.

He said that the opposition wanted the provincial assembly to resolve that just as withholding of hydro-electric profits of the NWFP was a clear violation of the constitution, the change of the procedure and formula for sharing water shortages specified under clause 4 (b) of the Inter-Provincial Water Accord 1991 was also a violation.

(Dawn-17, 28/10/2006)

Police order probe into top spymaster’s bid to grab land

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad police have ordered an inquiry into a complaint against a top spymaster of the country for his alleged land-grabbing bid by using his clout.

Police sources were hesitant to disclose the name of the spymaster because of his “influence” but confirmed that the chief of the Investigation Wing of Islamabad Capital Police has been assigned the probe into the complaint against the official. The complaint is reportedly supported by convincing documentary evidence.


Details of the case are that one Raja Jamil Abbasi purchased a piece of land from Razia Parveen, former wife of Pir Pagara, back in 2004 and got it transferred in his name on April 19, 2004. He also constructed a boundary wall around the land.


Earlier, Razia Parveen remained in possession of the land for almost over 18 years. She, however, remained entangled in a legal battle over ownership of the land and when she received a verdict in her favour from the court of senior civil judge, Islamabad on April 14, 2004, she sold it to Raja Jamil Abbasi on April 19, 2004.


An appeal against the senior civil judge's verdict in the Islamabad sessions court was got suspended by the landlady from the Lahore High Court when she filed a review plea before the court of Abdul Shakoor Paracha, Judge Lahore High Court Rawalpindi Bench.


For about the last two weeks, the influential personality has come up with a claim of owning the same piece of land. He has got a decree from the Islamabad sessions judge in his favour against three persons, who had previously sold this piece of land to Razia Parveen back in 1987.


Abbasi alleged that he is being pressurised by the Islamabad police to give up possession of the land, while the Tehsildar of ICT is simply ignoring his requests to implement the LHC verdict.


Abbasi says he has submitted an application for implementation of the LHC Rawalpindi Bench orders with the office of tehsildar ICT who has received the same but has not initiated any action so far. He said that the Tehsildar is also delaying issuance of “fard” (ownership documents) of the land in his name. Though he is in possession of the old “fard” that was issued to him on April 27, 2004 after he bought the land from Razia Parveen, but a new fard is being denied to him so far.

Abbasi alleged that after refusal to give up possession of the land to the said official, police allegedly roped them (Rizwan Abbasi and Jamil Abbasi) in a false case.


The Abbasi brothers said the Bara Kahu police registered a case against them and others under sections 379, 427, 506-II, 148 and 149 PPC. “We have been running from pillar to post to prevent this group of land grabbers backed by some influential personalities on responsible posts of the federal government from taking over possession of a piece of land measuring 20 kanal and 4 marla in Bani Gala,” Raja Rizwan Abbasi, advocate High Court said.


Following the written complaint of Rizwan Abbasi, the SSP ordered an inquiry to ascertain facts. SP (Investigation) Ashfaq Ahmad Khan has been named inquiry officer in the case.

(By Shakeel Anjum, The News-1, 29/10/2006)
Colonial junction

Completed in 1889, Empress Market was initially out of bounds for Indians

By Dr Noman Ahmed

 Saddar is the undisputed city centre of Karachi. It was designed and developed as such by the British during their stay which stretched over more than a century. Shopping is included among essential activities for which citizens flock to the city centre. Exclusive buildings and urban spaces are created in the city centre to facilitate these vital activities. The British developed many spaces and buildings to cater to these requirements. And the design and development of Empress Market was one of the significant achievements in this respect. Legend has it that the Empress Market was built on the site where several freedom fighters were blown from the mouth of canons by the British! In this reference, the market and its environs offer an opportunity for historians to discover the background details of the local episode of the war of independence fought in 1857.

Built in hybrid Gothic style, Empress Market was laid down on a simple rectilinear plan with a central courtyard space to facilitate retailing and circulation. In those days, most of the functional buildings were constructed across symmetrical plans along simple geometrical patterns. However the Empress Market also possesses an atrium which was a rare feature in the architectural compositions of those times. The 140 ft. high central tower is another crowning element that adds verticality of scale in the overall scheme. Fine stone detailing and facade treatment, all done by local craftsmen, was a worthwhile embellishing feature of the complex. Such was the workmanship of those times that the building and details are intact despite the present polluted surroundings and minimum maintenance.

The building was completed in 1889 and named as such to commemorate Queen Victoria, the then Empress of India. Many architectural historians describe this edifice as one of the finest buildings developed by Strachan -- the famous British engineer. At the time of its completion, the market was a posh space frequented by "mem sahibs" and "sahib bahadurs". For a very long time, Indians were not welcome in the market environs. It was the usual format of city planning and management in British colonial era. The European city, in which the Britishers lived and worked, used to be physically distinct from the old native city. Locals had their own daily life, cultural and social activities in the native city and its extensions. The European quarters were kept a quasi-restricted domain where the foreigners would hang out. Till partition and after, the same trend prevailed. The shops, stalls and kiosks in Empress Market -- which totaled over 300 in number -- gave a feel of a typical British setting even till the 1960s.

Locationally, Empress Market stands at the starting edge of Saddar area. Through Preedy Street, the edifice finds its connection to M.A. Jinnah Road. The other important streets that run on either side of the market are Dr. Daud Pota Road and Mansfield Street. A large bus depot, which was used by the defunct Karachi Transport Corporation, is located on the eastern flank of the market. Jehangir Park constitutes the western edge.

The market and its environs face several grave problems. Saddar has become a large transit camp where public buses, mini buses, coaches, wagons and different modes of para-transit converge. It has given rise to a drastic land use change in the surroundings. Hundreds of hawkers put up stalls and carts in different localities in Saddar/Artillary Maidan Quarters. Empress Market and its surroundings are also not spared from this change. Besides, the rising pollution has caused an increase in suspended carbon particles in the atmosphere, which also adversely affects the building facades. Pedestrian movement, social and cultural activities, access to Empress Market and the overall micro urban environment is negatively affected. In other words, the market and other elements of city centre seem to be losing their functional and architectural significance.

Some public spirited citizens have proposed several rejuvenation schemes in the past for dealing with the area's escalating problems. Empress Market Garden Project was created and mooted by Heritage Foundation in 1996 to develop an exclusive garden zone with pedestrian provisions only. Restoration and cleaning of Empress Market structure, re-routing of vehicular traffic, vehicular underpasses and lawns were some of the key components of this scheme. While the scheme was conceptualized on noble objectives, the approach and details were flawed. The most significant problem was the re-routing of traffic. More than half of city bus routes cross into Saddar/Empress Market zone. Unless a proper re-routing plan is worked out, shifting of hawkers or any similar attempt may not generate any result.

Empress Market and its precincts constitute an important status in the city centre as well as the overall city space. The area needs to be upgraded through an integrated approach. The structure and space of Empress Market must be restored under the guidance of a qualified restoration architect.

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-31, 29/10/2006)

LDA told to ensure facilities in Hawkesbay


KARACHI, Oct 30: Sindh Minister for Local Government, Katchi Abadies and Spatial Development Mohammad Hussain has directed the Lyari Development Authority (LDA) and other housing authorities to ensure provision of facilities of water, sewerage, roads, electricity and gas before handing over physical possession to allottees in residential schemes.


Speaking to LDA officials after a briefing at his office, he said it was necessary for the benefit of poor and low-income groups to set a deadline for construction of houses on allotted plots after physical possession.


This restriction will discourage investors, who purchase large number of plots and hold the same for a long time, just to increase their profit, he added.


Provincial minister said that provision of educational and medical facilities at any scheme before it is inhabited was also necessary and added that renowned NGOs should be encouraged to come forward.

He warned that corruption and misappropriation of funds would not be tolerated at any cost and development funds should be spent for uplift of infrastructure and provision of basic activities and not on the lavish lifestyle of officers.


The ministers also directed for allocating 10 per cent plots for low-income government employees and establishment of cottage industry in the residential schemes.

He further directed computerization all records of LDA regarding balloting, allotment and possession so as to ensure transparency and as such it was necessary to complete residential schemes at earliest.


Earlier, the director-general of LDA, Sarfaraz Ahmed Khan, informed the minister that as many as 45,380 plots have been allotted in Hawkesbay, which include 29,462 by defunct KDA and 2,211 by LDA while 816 plots were allotted to the members of Karachi Press Club.

He said that the Hawksbay Scheme has an area of 11450 acres while Halkani Town Scheme 43 has an estimated area of 38467 acres.


The Director General said that LDA has planned 20,000 residential plots of different categories in Hawkesbay, from which 10000 plots of 80sq yards for low-income groups are ready for launching.


The physical possession of these newly balloted plots will be handed to allottees within record time of one year, he added.

He informed that 10, 000 residential plots of different categories balloted earlier are ready for physical possession in Block 11, 12, 31 and 32 from which 3000 of those allottees who have cleared dues and completed all their codal formalities would be given physical possession soon.

He said one track of Hawkesbay road, from Grax Village to Haksbay Beach (T-Junction), has been completed while the remaining track would be completed after funding from City District Government Karachi (CDGK). This 7.94km long project would cost Rs193 million.


Additional Chief Secretary, Local Government Mirza Karim Baig was also present.

(Dawn-18, 31/10/2006)

The dead face grave problem

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that a contingency plan will be chalked out to improve the deplorable conditions of Karachi’s graveyards. When his attention was drawn towards the appalling state of graveyards, he readily conceded that “yes we have not given proper attention to this important sector.” 


On being informed that in order to secure a grave you are at the whims of Gorkhans who demand a huge sum, Mustafa said “we regret this” but promised that measures will soon be taken to break the monopoly of Gorkhans.


The graveyards in the city have neither lights nor any cleaning arrangement. DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman acknowledged that there was scarcity of graveyards and “we are desperately looking for 500 acres of land at three different locations in the city (for making new graveyards).”

He said it is a real problem in Karachi and “we are working to come to grips with it.” Replying to a question, he said previous Nazim did chalk out a contingency plan but at that time land could not be obtained for the purpose. I was also DCO at that time, he added.

He said the new graveyards will be built on modern lines to facilitate citizens and corruption will be eliminated to a large extent. It may be mentioned here that dying in this city has become a costly proposition. To bury the dead, the family has to spend oodles of money. Finding a grave isn’t easier, either. 


There are only six prominent graveyards in the city. Others are situated on its outskirts. Mewashah, Paposhnagar, Sakhi Hasan, Tariq Road, Essa Nagri graveyards and the one near Surjani Town are reckoned as the city’s major cemeteries.


The unfortunate relatives remain at the mercy of Gorkhans. In Paposhnagar, for instance, multistoried graves are available at a cost of Rs20,000. The expenses of funeral are in addition to it. The cost escalates if you demand an ideal resting place, not multistoried one. Sakhi Hasan graveyard and Traiq Road graveyard have been exhausted. It is always an uphill task to find a place at these burial grounds.


According to a city government official, most of the graveyards have exhausted their capacity to welcome any more dead. Citizens get panicky whenever any death occurs in the family, because finding a grave becomes a challenge for them.


They look for some right connections to get a small piece of land in a good graveyard or they grease the palms of Gorkhans who are very arrogant and flatly refuse if they do not agree to their terms.


Graveyards are in pretty bad shape. Wild bushes and pitch darkness welcome people coming for burial of their near and dear ones. As mourners wait for the dead to be interred, they find no proper place to sit on. There are no taps to water the graves, either. Citizens have a lurking fear of being robbed there as there is no deployment of police in or around the graveyards. 


Experts say that Karachi with a population of 15 million people needs at least six more graveyards. But in the CDGK budget for 2006-07, there is no allocation for the purpose. Surprisingly, the city Nazim has announced to build five mortuaries in the city but has left this question unanswered: “Where the bodies would go?”

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 31/10/2006)

NOVEMBER

Prices for plots in Taiser scheme exorbitant

KARACHI, Nov 3: The low-cost housing scheme of Taiser Town is no more for people of low-income group, as the price range of 240 and 400 square yards residential plots in the third phase is much above the affordability level of deserving people, for whom they are meant.


The Malir Development Authority launched the third phase of Taiser Town Housing Scheme and invited applications for 240 and 400 square yard residential plots. The total price of a 240-sq-yd plot is Rs0.528 million and that of a 400-sq-yd plot Rs1.2 million, although the amount has to be paid over a three-year period.


Surprisingly, the MDA, instead of allotting these plots through open auction, has asked interested buyers through an advertisement to apply on the prescribed form and deposit with it a pay-order of Rs31,000 for a 240-sq-yd plot and Rs51,000 for a 400-sq-yd plot.

It has notified the authorised branches of a private bank for the purpose and fixed Nov 20 as the last date for submission of the form for balloting.

The price of the form, whose photocopy is also acceptable, is Rs1,000 which is non-refundable. Only residents of Sindh are eligible to apply and those who had won a plot in the balloting for the 80 or 120 sq-yd categories are also not eligible to apply for the 240 or 400 sq-yd categories.


Many people, whom this scribe spoke to, criticised the MDA for fixing such an exorbitant price and observed that only affluent people who did not deserve a piece of land in a low-cost housing scheme would be able to buy one or more plots in the third phase.


The prices of 80 and 120 sq-yd plots were Rs40,000 and Rs120,000 respectively, and people questioned that why the price of 400 and 240 sq-yd plots had been fixed on a higher side. They felt that this clearly shows that the third phase of this low-cost housing scheme seemed not at all meant for the people of low-income group.


Farhat Abbas, who is a dealer of a mobile phone company and could not get a plot in the earlier draws for smaller plots in the scheme, says he was willing to apply for a plot in the third phase, but he cannot afford the prices.

“I cannot afford to get an amount of Rs50,000 blocked for many months. It took the MDA several months to refund Rs15,000 that I had deposited for a 120 sq-yd plot in the same scheme,” he added.


Another citizen, Mohammad Shahid said that he would apply in the third phase of the scheme at all costs.

“I will dispose of the plot and book my profit in case my name appears in the draw,” he said, adding that last time, he had submitted four forms for 120 sq-yd plots on four different national identity cards of his family members but remained unsuccessful in the draw.


People have also been criticising strongly the price of the application form, saying that by charging Rs1,000 for each form, the MDA is fleecing common man.

“What is the difference between this public sector scheme and those offered by private sector? To me, the aim of fixing such a big amount for the form is only to demoralise deserving people, as the government would never like common man to have a 400 sq-yd plot,” Mr Abbas felt.

However, MDA sources defend the prices fixed for the 240 and 400 sq-yd plots and describe the same as much discounted rates.

“The government is still offering the prime land at much discounted rates. A 400-sq-yd plot at a price of Rs1.2 million in Taiser Town is very cheap as a successful applicant will have the facility to pay the amount in 36 months,” argued a source.

He agreed that the prices are higher than those fixed for smaller plots but clarified that the third phase was not meant for low-income group. Rather, he added, it was for the middle class people who could afford the prices easily.”


Surprisingly, MDA chief Ameerzada Kohati, when contacted, was unable to give the exact number of plots being offered to general public in the third phase. He, however, stated that 34,762 plots measuring 80 sq-yd each in the first phase and19,587 plots measuring 120 sq-yd each in the second phase had been allotted by the MDA.


Former chairman of the Association of Builders and Developers (Abad) Babar Mirza Chughtai says that the prices offered by the government for plots in the third phase are about Rs1,000 per square yard less than the market rates. However, he also believed that the prices were beyond the affordability limit of the people from the low-income group.

“The 80 and 120 sq-yd plots were for the low-income group people as they cannot afford to buy a 240 or 400 sq-yd plot,” he added.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 04/11/2006)

The legacy of Orangi Thallas

KARACHI: Very few people would probably be aware of the fact that the mechanised concrete blocks that are used in the construction of houses all over the metropolis were first introduced in 1982 in Orangi, till which time hand-made blocks were in trend.

Houses in Orangi were made of hand-made concrete blocks that were not of very good quality. All work was done manually and both materials for construction and artisan skills were poor. The result was low-quality housing with poor detailing, sagging roofs and cracks in the walls. 


The Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) carried out research on the sociology, economics and technology of housing that showed that Thalla (the building component manufacturing yard) was the most important actor in the housing drama in Orangi.

“In 1982, the team of the Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) carried out research and found that the strength of hand-made blocks needed to be increased in order to meet the quality required,” disclosed Sirajuddin, the Director of Technical Training Resource Centre (TTRC -OPP.)


The famous architect and town planner, Arif Hassan, after suggesting that block making should be mechanised to produce them at a more rapid pace, introduced a block-making machine to the Thalla owners in Orangi.


At that time, only one unit was composed to present and demonstrate the idea to the thalla owners. “Most of the Thalla owners, mostly belonging to Pathan community, initially hadn’t agreed to the idea of mechanised block-making but were then gradually convinced to adopt the new technique and more units were later made to replicate the idea,” said Siraj.


Nowadays, the situation is that 98 per cent of the thallay walas in Karachi are engaged in the making of these blocks using machines. The Pathan community played major role in the modern block making as they were the main stakeholders of the hand-made Thallas.

“The standard of housing improved after the machine-made blocks were introduced as they definitely give more strength to a building compared to the hand-made blocks,” said Siraj. 

A survey shows that, so far, 57 Thallas have been mechanised and machine-made blocks and roofing elements are being fabricated, not only for Orangi, but for the rest of Karachi as well.


The OPP then educated masons on how to lay foundations of a house properly and other construction related issues, as a result of which housing standards have improved in Orangi.


Based on this research, OPP-RTI gives credit and technical advice to Thalla owners so that they may upgrade their products.

In addition to the direct training for the use of new building products, Orangi masons were also given leaflets for assistance. To provide further counsel, the OPP is in the process of training mostly unemployed youth from Orangi communities who are paid by house builders or those who want improvement to their homes.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 05/11/2006)
10,000 new plots in Hawkesbay

KARACHI, Nov 5: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad has stressed the need for prompt completion of development works in the city’s housing schemes. He was presiding over a meeting at the Governor’s House which reviewed the progress made in respect of new housing schemes and revival of pending ones.

The officials concerned apprised the meeting of the progress of works on various housing schemes of Malir and Lyari development authorities.


The governor directed the LDA to make progress on Halkani Town Scheme, besides the Hawkesbay Scheme.

He pointed out that the present government was paying full attention on housing projects by reviving long pending schemes as well as launching the new ones. He warned that no lethargy or negligence in this regard would be tolerated.

He directed that a new beautiful housing scheme be conceived with Hawkesbay and hillocks being in the background.

He emphasised on making room for wide roads, water, electricity and other basic necessities in all the schemes and completing the same within the stipulated time. Space should also be reserved for desalination plants, he added.


The governor was informed that as per his directive, work was being carried out at an accelerated pace to carve out more plots in the Hawkesbay Scheme. He was told that 10,000 plots measuring 80 sq-yards each for people of low-income group would be made ready during the current month for balloting while processing for balloting of plots measuring 120, 240 and 400 sq-yards was under way.


The meeting noted that physical possession of all the plots for which balloting had already been done would be given in record one-year time whereas the work on resolving the issue of the plots pending for 15 years was also being expedited and possession of 10,000 plots in blocks 11, 12, 31 and 32 was being given to the allottees.

It was stated that formalities were being completed to give possession of 3,000 plots allottees of which had cleared all dues.


The allottees of Blocks 27, 28 and 30 will be given possession immediately after payment of occupancy cost and essential transfer of record while possession of remaining plots will be given in one year.

The meeting was also told that the work on computerisation of land record concerning housing schemes was in progress. It was also informed that a suggestion for balloting of 240 and 400 square yard plots for overseas Pakistanis in the next three months was under study.

It was stated that the work on incremental housing scheme having 80 and 120 square yard plots for low-income group people was also in progress and the scheme would be launched soon.


The meeting was informed that 67 per cent work had been completed on the only road leading to Hawkesbay Housing Scheme and the coast. The work on this road had been started in June last year at a cost of Rs193 million and it would be completed by the end of this year.

The meeting was attended by Local Government Minister Mohammed Hussain, Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, Principal Secretary Mohammed Saleem Khan, ACS Mirza Karim Baig and Special Secretary Javed Hanif, besides EDO revenue, project director and other officials.

(Dawn-15, 06/11/2006)

Rs2.5 billion housing loans for low income class

KARACHI, Nov 7: The National Bank of Pakistan plans to offer about Rs2.5 billion loans for housing construction and housing purchase to low income group people in the next four years.

The loans will be provided under a scheme, which is being sponsored in collaboration with a US-based social venture — Acumen Fund — for which the mortgage guarantee is being offered by American federal agency Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC).“The agreement with Acumen Fund and OPIC is almost finalised and now we are involved in small legal issues and hope to move ahead with disbursement of mortgage loans sometimes in early 2007,” a senior executive of the NBP said adding the scheme targets low income group people to help them construct or purchase a house in remoter areas of the country.


By next year, the NBP will be involved in operation of three popular welfare schemes that should give a boost to the ruling coalition in vote capturing. These are the housing loan scheme for low income people, the Rozgar scheme for the unemployed and the infrastructure development programme for which the funds will be released for each of more than 100 districts of the country by the bank.

“Never before in last more than 55 years of operation, the NBP was given such a big role to mobilise political support for any government of the day as has been given now,” said a senior executive of a bank, which was also a candidate to participate in Acumen Fund scheme but failed to get a favourable response.


Acumen Fund has invited letters of interest from more than half a dozen banks in Pakistan to be its partner in social uplift of the disadvantaged section of the population. The NBP officials claim that after a thorough and professional due diligence by a reputed private consultant, their bank was selected to be a partner of Acumen Fund.

“The NBP was selected as a participatory partner of Acumen Fund after the consultant found its systems sound, the reach of branch network to the targeted section of population and above all the capacity of the institution to take up a social responsibility,” he said.


In collaboration with Acumen Fund and the OPIC, the NBP has structured a mortgage partnership facility as part of risk-sharing arrangement to address the housing needs of the low income groups in Pakistan. “The mortgage guarantee will be of $5 million for a period of 15 years, the executive disclosed.


Under this facility the NBP plans to build up a mortgage portfolio of $40 million (roughly Rs2.5 billion) in a span of four years.The Acumen Fund is an American social venture fund that invests in enterprises that provide services and products to those, who make less than $4 a day (about Rs250 a day). The OPIC is a federal agency to promote private investment in developing countries.


According to the bank official the target of NBP new scheme are those earning up to Rs15,000 a month who can afford payment of a loan instalment of Rs7,500. The terms and conditions of this loaning will not differ much from the facility being offered under Saiban by the bank. Under Saiban, the NBP offers loans without any limit and the average loaning is about Rs30 to 35 million. The clientele is drawn from the developers and constructors and the emerging new rich class of the financial sector executives whose income showed quantum jump from fabulous profits of the banks.

(By Sabihuddin Ghausi, Dawn-9, 08/11/2006)

Housing societies told to follow new laws

KARACHI, Nov 14: The Sindh High Court asked co-operative housing societies on Tuesday to streamline their working in accordance with the new rules prescribed by Sindh government.

Disallowing seven writ petitions moved by as many co-operative housing societies, a division bench comprising Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Mohammad Athar Saeed upheld the impugned provincial government notification of Nov 22, 2000, which laid down the new guidelines by amending the Sindh Cooperative Societies Rules, 1927.


1. The tenure of the managing committee of every society shall be two years.

2. The quorum for annual general meeting, including the meeting convened to hold annual general election, shall be 40 per cent of the total membership of a society.

3. The managing committee shall arrange holding of general elections before the date of expiry of its term, failing which the managing committee shall stand dissolved on the expiry of its term.

4. No one shall be eligible to contest elections to any office of a society or to membership of its committee for more than two terms.

5. Elections shall be held by secret ballot and not by any other method.

The notification was challenged by seven societies as undue interference in their working. The petitioners said the provincial co-operation department had no authority to amend the 1927 Rules.

Contesting the petitions, Additional Advocate-General M. Ahmed Pirzada submitted that the department was fully empowered to amend the rules under Section 71 of the Sindh Co-operative Housing Societies Act, 1925.


The rules were amended in the interest of the societies, their members and the public at large. Much of their precious time and resources were expended on litigation over election disputes. The result was that the elected managing committees were often superseded the members were thus effectively denied in the affairs of their societies.

The new rules were aimed at streamlining the functioning of the co-operative sector in the vital field of housing, the AAG said.

(Dawn-17, 15/11/2006)

Regularisation soon of 350 Goths


KARACHI, Nov 16: A meeting of the Karachi Goth Regularization Committee was held here Thursday with its chairman Sindh minister Irfanullah Khan Marwat in the chair.

The meeting discussed the issue of regularization of villages and decided to expedite the task soon. Irfanullah Khan Marwat said 808 Sindh goths were in Karachi, out of them 458 goths had already been regularized by issuing ownership rights to 51,421 villagers, while the remaining 350 goths would be regularized soon.

He said that the goth regularization process was being carried out on merit basis. He said all civic facilities, including roads, schools, power, water and hospitals, would be provided to these goths. He said that work of regularizing old Sindh Goths of Karachi was in process with accelerated pace.

He asked the officers concerned to take action against those groups that had illegally occupied government land in Karachi. He said all encroachers should be dealt with according to law. He said if any officer was found helping these groups, he would also be taken to the task.

(Dawn-18, 17/11/2006)

Ban proposed on sale of leased plots

KARACHI, Nov 17: The chairman of Sindh Kutchi Abadis Authority, Mohammad Hussain, has proposed a ban on the sale or transfer of plots in kutchi abadis, which were leased out to the poor people residing in the kutchi abadis, for a certain time.


Addressing a meeting on Friday, he said that the occupants of a piece of land in any kutchi abadi that had been leased should be bound not to sell their property for a certain period of time. This act would discourage elements who tried to get land on lease at nominal rates and sell the plots at a very high price, he added.

He also urged the officials to plan more projects on the lines of Sasti Basti Scheme that was being implemented in five districts.


Earlier, Nasir Abbas, Manzar Abbas and other officials of the Sindh Kutchi Abadis Authority gave a briefing about the departmental activities and the kutchi abadis. They said that there were more than 1,293 kutchi abadis in the province including 539 in Karachi.

The meeting was informed that 72 kutchi abadis in Karachi, 135 in Hyderabad, 33 in Sukkur and 34 in Larkana were being regularised. The officials said that the Sindh Kutchi Abadis Authority was also implementing a low-cost housing scheme Sasti Basti in Jamshoro, Thatta, Sukkur, Larkana and Jacobabad. They said efforts were being made to replicate such schemes in other districts also.

(Dawn-18, 18/11/2006)

DMG finally thinks of the poor

KARACHI, Nov 18: Twenty District Management Group probationers paid a three-day visit to Karachi and stayed in Khuda ki Basti to study how the acute problem of housing for the low-income people can be resolved.

The Civil Services Academy Lahore has started a programme to send DMG probationary officers to live with the community in order to understand basic problems like housing, sanitation and water supply etc. Their stay at Khuda ki Basti helped in familiarising them with issues relating to housing for the poor and its possible solutions.


Incremental housing development popularly known as Khuda ki Basti was first tested in Hyderabad in 1986 and has been accepted as a successful model to solve the shelter problem of the urban poor. It has been replicated in seven places. Currently, the HBFC is studying it to make it the basis of a social housing company with a seed capital of Rs120 million.


Housing facilities for low-income group in urban areas, particularly in the cosmopolitan city, are next to nil while thousands of acres of state land are being occupied by land grabbers to plunder the poor on count of low-cost housing schemes. These views were expressed by former director-general Sindh Kutchi Abadis Authority and Hyderabad Development Authority, Tasneem M. Siddiqui, while talking to the probationary officers on the last day of their visit on Saturday. The probationary officers of District Management Group, accompanied by Additional Director DMG Omar Rasul, stayed at Khuda Ki Basti, located in Taiser Town Scheme-45, during their three-day study tour.


Addressing the young officers, Tasneem Siddiqui, said Khuda Ki Basti was established for poor families with a monthly earning up to Rs5,000 seven years ago in Karachi. He said the low-cost housing scheme was developed by Saiban -- an NGO of which he is the chief -- on 100 acres acquired from Malir Development Authority.


He said the scheme unlike other housing societies was aimed at empowering the poor by providing land ownership rights to them without delay. He pointed out that a number of low-cost housing schemes on illegal land were designed to loot the poor as the buyers were not permitted to occupy their plots before completion of infrastructure. In such cases, he said, the infrastructure is never completed


Explaining the sequence of development, he said poor allottees were given land at the price they could afford on minimal monthly instalments and civic facilities developed after their accommodation. The land ownership rights instils confidence in them to start developing their own locality. On the other hand, communities residing in illegal housing societies do not develop a sense of ownership and development on self-help basis does not materialise.


He said NGOs had given a role model to the government. This was howthe government had initiated a low-cost housing project Sasti Basti on the pattern of Khuda ki Basti. This basti had schools, a mobile dispensary, basic health unit, hospital, ambulance service, 11 private clinics, two maternity homes, a library, community centre, vocational training centre for women, eight parks, mosques, a church and an imambargah.


Mr Siddiqui told the group that as a government servant, they would find ample opportunity to develop an understanding about real issues. “Your visit will benefit you to understand district management issues,” he added.


The DMG probationary officers which included six women were divided into three groups to give them an opportunity to share their observations about the settlement. They said that their visit helped them understand the issues of poor people at the grassroots level. Talking about the health and education facilities, one of the probationers, said educational institutions in the settlement were at par with others in the city as far as education standards were concerned. He visited 11 home schools, 10 primary schools, three secondary schools and found all of them well-maintained. He said unlike other areas of the country, government schools in Khuda Ki Basti were functioning properly, which showed that not only a check and balance system existed but residents of the locality also had a sense of ownership.


However, he pointed out that the condition of government health units were the same as other slum areas of the city. He said during their visit to the basic health unit and dispensary, no doctor was found on duty. Private clinics and other health centres on public-private partnership, however, were functioning properly. He proposed collaboration with Aga Khan University Hospital and NGOs to help improve health care facilities.

Another group said their visit helped them understand the benefits of public-private partnership. They said that they surveyed 22 families during their visit and found people were keen to work for development of the area.


After a vote of thanks, the probationers left for Lahore.

(By Syed Hassan Ali, Dawn-17, 19/11/2006)

Five arrested for land grabbing

KARACHI: EDO Revenue, City Government, Sallah Ahmed Farooqui, arrested five persons red-handed for constructing the boundary wall to illegally occupy the government land near the Northern Bypass and filed an FIR with the police. 

He directed the concerned DDOs to improve the system of vigilance on lands around Northern Bypass and make the system more coordinated. He asked the Revenue staff to visit the areas on daily basis and ensure that the government land is not occupied illegaly. 


The EDO along with the concerned authorities visited the Northern Bypass and inspected the lands allotted for various projects as outlined in the Master Plan. During inspection, he found five persons occupying a 30-year leased land in Bund Murad area. Fake documents of government land were also recovered from them. 

They were arrested on the spot and handed over to the police. The EDO requested the general public to get land documents verified and ascertain their legal position before entering any land transactions.

(The News-2, 19/11/2006)
Stealing children’s playgrounds


THE stealing of children’s playgrounds is another form of theft. This is becoming a norm in Islamabad, particularly in areas where low-income families reside.    Till last year there was a small park with swings, etc.,  in street 14, G7/2, which was as made as per the master plan of Islamabad. It was well utilised by children of whom there were many,  as there are three schools around and this is congested low-to-medium income area .    Then one day a mobile company occupied the playground altogether and started to demolish the children’s play items. The company was challenged by local residents, and worshippers at the mosque tried to stop this project.


Instead of helping the community, the Aabapra police arrived and helped the mobile company construct its tower which is illegal as per CDA regulations. The very tall and totally illegal tower was constructed, but to keep it ever well powered, a large fuel tank was put right next to the mosque and other electrical wire system. Now who can allow such an illegal steel construction with explosive fuel system plus high-tension wire right in the middle of a park and next to a mosque?


These types of relay systems are known to interfere with medical devices’ readings, and PIMS children hospital is 150 yards across the road. High-tension wires are known to cause leukemia in children.   If this excess by the mobile company, helped by the Aabpara police and neglected by the CDA, continues, it is only a matter of time that all children playing places in poorer localities of Islamabad shall be lost to one phone company or another. The children are playing on roads now, and the CDA does not bother.


M. SHAIKH, Islamabad

(Dawn-6, 19/11/2006)

Land prices beyond reach of lower income groups

THREE years ago, the State Bank started allowing banks to provide loans for purchase of land and construction of houses and billions of rupees were lent for the purpose in all the major cities.

Immediately, the prices of land and houses soared up to skies as millions of people wanted to build a house of their own or make investment in real estate.

Actually, it all started with the lowering of interest rates when they touched the record low levels in 2003 and 2004. The SBP issued a circular allowing banks to lend money to those who wanted to buy land or build a house and this coincided with record credit flows to the private sector.

But these loans for land buying were for a brief period. When the property prices hit the roof, the decision had to be amended.

This amendment, issued in October 2004 stated that the banks and development financial institutions (DFIs) will not allow housing finance simply for the purchase of land or plots; rather, such financing would be extended for the purchase of land or plot plus actual construction of a house.


The SBP fixed a maximum ceiling of 50 per cent of housing loan for the purchase of land or plot, and the remaining amount for construction. The lending bank or DFI was supposed to obtain a construction schedule from the borrower before the disbursement of the loan for the purchase of land, in instalments.


This was a correct decision but that was too late as the speculators were already successful in holding the prices up. But the high prices minimised the sale and purchase of land or plots for construction.


What went wrong with lending policies for the housing sector? Apparently, the speculators were proved to be the real beneficiaries of the loans. They exploited the rising market demand for housing and were in league with the land mafia which has strong grip over lands in all the major cities and extract the maximum benefit from the situation.


The housing was also on the top of agenda during the governments of Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif but they failed to deliver. Hence a new housing policy was approved by the present government on December 5, 2001.


As the high prices became unaffordable for many, transactions for land and plots fell sharply. However, the banks came to the rescue of the buyers.


Although it was claimed that the price hike in the real estate was confined to only major cities like Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar and Quetta, the fact remains that price spiral had hit the entire country, but more particularly its major cities.


The policy sketches out the role of the government in the wake of serious shortage of housing units as the growth of home building was far behind the need of a growing population. Second, it was realised that the middle and lower middle class should be able to find a shelter through the low cost housing projects and easy money from the banks would help them to buy it.


But the housing policy moved entirely in different directions. Now prices have gone beyond the reach of the middle class while the lower middle class cannot even think of having a house at the current prices of land and cost of construction.


Some foreign companies have also started building luxurious apartments which remain beyond the purchasing power of 95 per cent people.


Property business has undergone a big change following the announcement of the housing policy and the State Bank’s decision to allow banks to provide loans for buying land and plots, repayable within a period of 25 years.

The present situation has created enormous potential for banks also and some big European banking giants are looking for an opening in the county while others have expanded their operations by acquiring local banks.

The housing schemes being launched by the private companies also arrange loans. But land prices are unaffordable for many.


The price at Taiser Town-a project of Malir Development Authority- is between Rs2500-3000 per sq yard. The scheme is located some 20 km from the tail-end of Karachi. A plot holder of 240 yards has to pay Rs200,000 per year which means he has to save around Rs16,500 per month. For a plot of 400 sq yard, the annual payment is Rs400,000 which means the buyer has to save around Rs33,300 per month.


In order to meet the backlog and shortfall of the housing units in the next 20 years, the overall production requires building more than 570,000 housing units annually. Is it possible with the current level of land prices?

A look at the real estate in Karachi indicates the changing the land prices during the past four years:

(By Shahid Iqbal, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-5, 20/11/2006)

DHA Phase-VIII to be the most modern town

KARACHI: The groundbreaking ceremony of the infrastructure development works of DHA Phase-VIII was held at the site, off Khayaban-e-Shujaat, on Monday.

Administrator DHA Brig Kamran Aziz Qazi was the chief guest on the occasion while the Consulate General of China in Karachi Sun Chunye also attended the ceremony. The infrastructure development of Sector ëA’ of the DHA Phase-VIII which is spread over 182 acres has been awarded to the Chinese contractor ëChina Geo-Engineering Corporation’, one of the largest state owned enterprise mainly engaged in construction works, with regional offices in 30 countries.


The priority works awarded to the Chinese contractor through competitive bidding include the Sector ëA’ Infrastructure Development works of Rs484 million which is a 30 months contract and includes development of streets, water supply distribution system, sewerage lines, treated irrigation lines and storm water drains.


Latest technology and modern engineering equipment will be used in the project execution. Construction of large underground water reservoirs for Sector A to C for an amount of Rs151 million is also being undertaken which will be completed in 18 months.


The Chinese Consul General, speaking on the occasion said that the prestigious infrastructure development project was a manifestation of deep interest of China in development of Pakistan. He added that the project will be a true reflection of ever growing Sino-Pakistan relationship in various fields of interest.


Brig Aziz welcomed the induction of Chinese contractor in the project. He asked the Chinese Corporation to maintain the highest standards of quality and professional excellence in the construction works. He hoped the Chinese would construct a monumental civic infrastructure in the area similar to the standard of legendary Karakoram Highway.

(The News-4, 21/11/2006)

Most ministers oppose land reforms

ISLAMABAD: An overwhelming majority of ministers in the Shaukat Aziz cabinet have strongly opposed any change in status quo regarding enforcement of land reforms in the country. 

A minister with an urban background confided to The News on Wednesday that the issue of land reforms was formally taken up before the cabinet recently but no decision could be taken because of the strong opposition from an overwhelming majority of the cabinet members.


A source in the Prime Minister Secretariat, when contacted by The News, confirmed that the issue of land reforms was taken up before the cabinet but no decision was made. Instead, the source said, the issue was deferred.

The cabinet approval was sought to reinitiate the process of land reforms in the country, which has been pending since 1990 but were successfully carried out in India soon after independence.

“Most of the ministers, with feudal-rural background, were simply not ready to even discuss the subject,” the ministerial source said. Some ministers protested that the cabinet summary was a plot against agriculturalists.


The Federal Land Commission (FLC) seeks implementation of the Land Reforms Act, which allows a person to hold not more than 100 acres of irrigated agriculture land or 150 acres of un-irrigated agriculture land.


The landlords in the cabinet, the source said, were unanimous to argue that how could the government fix a ceiling on agriculture land-holding when there is no such ceiling on industrialists and others? Seeing it discriminatory, they argued that the Supreme Court decision on the Land Reforms Act also supported their view. A federal minister, during the cabinet meeting, interpreted the apex court’s ruling of 1990 on the subject in favour of feudal lords who, according to the minister, could own agricultural land to any limit.


It was after the cabinet’s cold shoulder to the much-awaited land reforms implementation in the country that Federal Land Commission Chairman Major-General (retd) Inayat Ullah Khan Niazi last month formally approached the Cabinet Division seeking its permission to reinitiate the land reforms that remain unimplemented since 1990, when the Supreme Court had declared some sections of the 1977 Act un-Islamic.

“I intend instructing all concerned that land reform cases would continue to be judged on land ceilings as laid down in Section 3 of Land Reforms Act-III of 1977 to remove any confusion,” he had said in his official correspondence. 


In response to the FLC letter, the Cabinet Division has now sought the advice of the Ministry of Law and the attorney-general before forwarding the reference to the prime minister for a decision, which if taken, would shake the feudal power structure of the country. 


The Cabinet Division, while terming it a “matter of great public importance”, told the Ministry of Law that the attorney-general should also be engaged to advise the government if there is any legal hitch in the enforcement of land reforms that do not allow a person to hold agriculture land beyond a set limit. 

“Based on the clear advice of our legal luminaries as per the Rules of Business, formal orders of the prime minister will be sought,” the Cabinet Division said in the Ministry of Law reference. Successive governments have been shying away to implement land reforms because of extreme pressure of the country’s feudal lords.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 23/11/2006)
SHC stays mosque construction in park

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Wednesday issued an interim stay on a petition challenging the construction of a mosque at a park in KDA Scheme 1-A and restrained the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK) from going ahead with this project. 

A division bench comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah also issued notices to the CDGK and Faisal Cantonment Board, being respondents in the petition, for November 30. 


Taj Munawwar, Shahjehan Karim (ex-Sindh chief secretary) and Fauzia Wahab MNA had filed a writ petition challenging the construction of a mosque by the respondents in Allaho Park in KDA Scheme 1-A area. 

The petitioners have challenged the approval of the plan of construction of the mosque by the respondents as being illegal, unauthorized and violating the fundamental rights of KDA Scheme 1-A residents. 

The petitioners’ counsel Kashif Paracha and Haider Imam Rizvi advocates prayed to the court to restrain the respondents from constructing the mosque as among other violations this plan was conceived and finalised in contravention to the Cantonment Board Ordinance.


After conducting preliminary hearing the bench granted interim stay in favour of the petitioners, restraining the CDGK from constructing the mosque. The court also issued notices to the respondents for November 30. 


Meanwhile, the Sindh High Court (SHC), on Wednesday, set aside the conviction of a man in the murder case and ordered to release him if not involved in any other case.

Nadeem Akbar was sentenced to life in prison by the Additional District and Session Court, South, for murdering Sher Mohammad Banglani in Eidgah area in May 1997. 


SHC’s Division Bench comprising Justice Rehmat Hussain Jaffery and Justice Yasmeen Abbasey, after hearing the arguments of the counsels and perusal of evidence of the case, allowed appeal and set aside the life imprisonment of the appellant.

(The News-2, 23/11/2006)
Mosque, mazar get stay

KARACHI, Nov 23: A division bench comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Faisal Arab allowed appeals by a Shaheed-i-Millat Road plot owner and the CDGK against an interim order passed by a single judge in a suit to restrain the owner from seeking and the CDGK from sanctioning commercialisation of the plot.

Several residents of the neighborhood instituted a suit against the plot owner and the CDGK against commercialisation of the plot despite notification of the Shaheed-i-Millat Road as a commercial lane by the provincial government along with other roads, including Sharea Faisal and Tariq Road. Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui granted an injunction in favour of the plaintiffs and the owner and the CDGK preferred an appeal against the interim order through advocates Abid S. Zuberi and Manzoor Ahmed. The plaintiff respondents, who also challenged the validity of CDGK bye-laws, were represented by advocate Rizwana Ismail.


The bench passed a consent order setting aside the impugned injunction to the extent that the CDGK would process the plot owner’s application for commercialisation and would decide the matter after hearing the plaintiff respondents. The question of the validity of the impugned rules in the pending suit could, meanwhile, be decided by the single judge without recording evidence.


STAY EXTENDED: The same bench extended a stay in favour of a madressah and mazar in PIB Colony threatened by the Lyari Expressway Project. Advocate Shaukat Ali Shaikh submitted that the mazar was constructed in 1969 after obtaining permission from the then deputy commissioner as provided by the law. Asked about the CDGK offer of an alternative site for the madressah, the counsel said it also housed a mosque, which could not be shifted. He maintained that the petitioner’s grievance was against the National Highway Authority and the CDGK was misleading the court. The bench adjourned the hearing to December 6.


PLOT OWNER SUMMONED: The bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah, meanwhile, asked the SHO of SITE to produce the owner of the plots (F-620 and F-621) on which a dump of toxic chemicals claimed the life of one person and caused injuries to 20 others, most of them children. The owner will be produced on November 28.

Advocate Arshad Tayebali, on behalf of Gharib Farooq, Chief Executive of M/s Gharibsons, submitted that he was wrongfully involved in the dumping of toxic waste as he had no chemical waste to dump. He had a chipboard factory located over a kilometer away from the dump. The owner of the plot on which the toxic wastes were heaped had not been implicated.

(Dawn-19, 24/11/2006)

The fluctuating fortunes of Hindu Gymkhana

KARACHI: Designed by a Muslim architect, Agha Ahmed Hussain, and built in 1925, the building of the Hindu Gymkhana was the first public building in Karachi to adopt the Mughal-Revival style.

The Gymkhana, located opposite the Arts Council on M R Kiyani Road, remained unoccupied for many years under the aegis of the federal government, after which the building was slated for demolition in 1984. During this period of vacancy, it became a favourite haunt of owls and drug addicts by night, and strays during the daytime. Following its time spent in a vacuum of negligence, it was finally saved from being razed thanks to a timely intervention in 1994 by the Heritage Foundation, after which the site was handed over to the Sindh government. 


Later, its Jodhpur and Gizri stone exterior was thoroughly washed and scrubbed, and the building was finally resurrected complete with chhattris, chhajjas and jharokas. The restoration of the Hindu Gymkhana was made possible by donations from rich Hindu families, especially one Seth Ramgopal Goverdhandas Mohatta belonging to Karachi’s elite.


With four octagonal towers, akin to watchful sentries, guarding each of its corners, its design is based on the Mughal-period tomb of Itamad-ud-Daulah in Agra that was built in 1628.

The roofline is intricately defined by a delicate massing of cupolas and balustrades. The octagonal corner towers framing the projecting central jharoka or porch are capped with chhattris, while the cupolas of the chattris are reinforced concrete and the walls dressed in Gizri stone. Beautiful ornamental brackets support the projecting chhajjas. 


Some of the carved elements, inspired by the Hindu mystical signs, are picked out of Jodhpur stone.

The building itself is small in size and the interior consists only of a main hall and a few other smaller rooms. Nevertheless, it has an unmistakably strong romantic appeal. The Hindu community, which had a strong commercial presence in the city pre-independence, used this landmark as a health club.


Several features of this building are reflected in the architecture of the larger and more prominent Mohatta Palace.


Last year, in February 2005, Pervez Musharraf inaugurated the National Academy of Arts (NAPA) — Pakistan’s first-ever performing arts academy — in the stately architectural landmark. It was learnt that NAPA has been leased the space by the Sindh Cultural Department on a contract of 30 years.


The Hindu community has protested the formation of NAPA in the building of their predecessors, and the auditorium, recently under construction alongside the gymkhana building, is expected to become another bone of contention. 

However, for the time being, the landmark continues to live on, albeit with a new purpose. Today its majestic halls resonate with the sound of music and the aspirant voices of flourishing dramatic art.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 24/11/2006)
Nisar promises help in lease of NTR Colony

KARACHI: Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Defence and Defence Production, Senator Nisar A Memon has said that Muhammad Ali Jinnah dreamed of a state where there is social justice and the present government is making all-out efforts to transform this dream into a reality. 


Addressing the residents of NTR Colony situated along railway tracks during his visit here on Sunday, he said the government has made a positive leap forward in terms of development in all the sectors.


Senator Memon assured the residents of his full cooperation in connection with getting lease for the land where their colony is located.

“I will make sure that no action is taken as far as demolition of the Katchi Abadi is concerned on the pretext of its presence within 100 feet of the railway tracks,” he said and added that if such an action is felt necessary then it would be ensured that a substitute place is allocated for relocation of the residents. 


However, he said, no action would be allowed to be taken unless and until other high-rise buildings and trade centres located within 30 to 40 feet of the railway tracks are removed first.

“And even in that case it would be ensured that an alternative place is allocated to the residents,” he added. 

Memon said, if required, we would even fight a case to safeguard the rights of the dwellers of this Katchi Abadi. 

“I have specially come here to listen to your problems and to show you that we don’t believe in the politics of sticking to the corridors of power and doing nothing for the deserving lot,” he told the residents. 

Earlier, the residents of the area presented their longstanding problem of lease of the land where the Katchi Abadi is located.

(The News-4, 27/11/2006)
UN’s cold shoulder to the law of the land

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations — the advocate of good governance in Pakistan — has been found involved in transgressing the law of the land.

On a decision taken by the UN chief in Pakistan, the UN House is being shifted to a residential area in a rented building amid protest both from within the UN by its local staff and from outside by the local residents. Not only this the lease agreement reached between the UN and the building owner include a provision of construction of additional 4,500 square feet of structure without the knowledge of the Capital Development Authority (CDA). 


And what has resulted in an in-house uproar in the UN local office is reportedly the indecent comments attributed to the UN chief in Islamabad over the violation of the CDA bylaws. Some local officials of the UNDP told The News on condition of not being named that when in an in-house meeting the issue of violation of CDA’s bylaws was raised, the UN Islamabad chief allegedly said, “This is a common practice. Who follows the rules here?”


When interviewed, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP’s Resident Representative Jan Vandemoortele confirmed shifting of the UN House from the commercial Pak-Saudi Tower to a residential area in F-7/2 in Islamabad. He, however, said he has not been told by the CDA of any violation of the authority’s bylaws.


About his controversial statement attributed to him, he said he did say that the commercial offices, embassies, shops, etc, are everywhere in Islamabad’s residential sector. The UN top representative in Pakistan also admitted that some of his colleagues were upset over this shifting. 


Member CDA Brig Nusratullah when contacted said both the setting up of an office in a residential area and the construction of 4,500 sq ft structure at the second floor are gross violations of the CDA bylaws. 


Background interviews with the UNDP staff, official UN documents and interviews with the residents neighbouring the future UN House, reveals a serious controversy surrounding the very international organisation that is implementing different projects of encouraging “good governance” in Pakistan. 


At least eight residents of street 17 and 18 approached the CDA early this month about the construction of the “enormous” building in street 17 to serve as future UN House. The CDA was told that the use of building for non-residential purpose is a clear violation of the building bylaws. They apprehended that the setting up of the UN House that would include the main offices of different UN agencies, including UNDP, UNIDO, UNFPA, UNDSS, etc. 


“Not only our privacy go because of the very large number of employees of these organisations but the noise and pollution caused by their scores of land-cruisers, station wagons and other vehicles will make life very uncomfortable and difficult for the residents of this rather quiet, serene and lovely residential neighbourhood,” read the complaint that has yet to be responded to by the CDA. Those protesting include a former federal minister Vice Admiral (retd) Fazil Janjua, ex-ambassadors Amir Jan and T M Mir, Dr Inayatullah, Syed Ahmad and Dr Naeem Hashmi.


According to the lease agreement, signed for 10 years, the UNDP will pay a rent of $24,000 per month. The rent of the first two years will be paid in advance and for the subsequent years annually at the beginning of every year with 9% increase on basic rent.


The lease agreement says, “The Lessor has hereby agreed to build an office, as per international building standards. The plot No 12 Street 17, F-7/2 with approximate covered areas of 23,500 square feet plus 4,500 after getting completion certificate from CDA then total covered area would be 28,000 sq feet as per specification and design approved by UNDP.....” 


The UNDP sources said the additional 4,500 sq ft structure would be constructed as second floor in violation of the CDA bylaws and that is the very reason that the completion certificate would be got for only 23,500 sq feet area. 


When this clause of the agreement was pointed out to Vandemoortele, he said, “I will have to look into the lease agreement.” Insiders of the UNDP said the UN House will include a basement, ground floor, first floor and a light structure as second floor to be constructed after the completion certificate of the approved covered area is obtained.


The government of Pakistan had gifted acres of land to the UN in the diplomatic enclave many years ago but the international agency has not yet build any of its buildings there. According to Vandemoortele, lack of resources is the reason for non-construction of UN’s own building in the gifted land in the area specified for diplomatic corps.


Sources within the UNDP claimed that the agreement was imposed on the UNDP by Vandemoortele, who, however, insisted that the decision to shift the UN House was taken in consultation with all concerned UN agencies including the UNDP.


According to a UNDP source, when in a meeting the lease agreement details were shared by the UN Pakistan chief, some local UNDP officials pointed out to their chief that the UNDP for being propagator of good governance in Pakistan should not indulge in violation of the law of the land. On this, Vandemoortele was quoted as saying, “This is common practice. Who follows the rules here?” This statement reportedly infuriated quite a few local staff members of the UNDP. 


When asked, Vandemoortele repeatedly said he was not told by the CDA about any violation being committed by the UN here. He reiterated that the setting up of commercial and business offices in residential area was not anything unusual being done by the UN. 

“You seem to be looking for a controversy,” Vandemoortele told this correspondent, adding that the UN was not putting up a nuclear power plant in the residential area. He denied to have any knowledge of the protest of the neighbouring residents of the future UN House. 

Setting up commercial offices etc in residential areas, he said, is a common practice here. He added that there is no clear definition of what the residential area is. The UN chief also claimed that everything concerning the setting up of the new UN House is being done in a transparent manner. He, however, admitted that some of his colleagues were upset with the situation and presumed that that was the very reason that they had approached this correspondent to do a story on the subject.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 28/11/2006)
Karachi’s deserted oasis of heritage

KARACHI: Located right in the midst of one of the more affluent parts of the metropolis, yet lost amid the collective commotion of the city, is an aged hamlet known as Chandio Village. What is most fascinating about this locality, setting it apart from the other inconspicuous settlements, is its centuries-old existence. 


However, the residents of this distinctive locality, one of the oldest in Karachi, are facing various difficulties, including a severe case of water-shortage. Locals say that, despite the fact that the locality’s old water-supply infrastructure remains intact, a steady supply continues to elude the area.

The approximately 200-year-old Chandio Village is situated near Punjab Colony and Delhi Colony off main Khayaban-e-Jami Road, near National Square. Half of the village is leased and later awarded to the residents in 1978. Since then this process could still be taken a step further. 


Chandio Village is made up of about 54 acres. It has eight main streets and around 5,000 housing units in which approximately 100,000 people reside. The locality also consists of some ground-plus-five and ground-plus-six apartment structures. Architecturally, some houses of the area are quite unique. A few of them have been built with limestone. The width of the walls of the houses is an extraordinary one-and-a-half feet, which clearly reflects the building style of old ages.


Up till 1985, the roofs of all the houses in the vicinity were made of either tin or of cemented sheet. Only gradually did the residents start constructing and renovating their houses along modern lines.† 

A majority of the population of Chandio Village is either ‘Chandio’ or ‘Mashori’ Baloch. Together, these communities constitute 60 percent of the total population and both are Sindhi-speaking with Siraiki dialect. Furthermore, 20 percent of the population residing here is non-Muslim. 


Though Chandio Village falls under the jurisdiction of the Clifton Cantonment Board (CCB), its residents do not have access to the basic facilities meant to be provided by the CCB to people within its jurisdiction. The locality has no dispensary, no street lights and, most importantly, no water supply. 


Four bowsers, which have a capacity of 1,000 gallons, visit the locality sporadically to provide it with water. Relative to large population of Chandio Village, the quantity of water supplied by the four bowsers is very limited and serves the needs of only a few inhabitants. 


The residents point out that every year the authorities concerned earmark Rs.2 million for the supply of water to Katchi Abadis. Where this allocated money goes and how it is spent, they are unaware of.

The CCB has appointed eight sweepers to gather and clean garbage from the streets of Chandio Village. Unfortunately, however, only two of them actually serve. 


Nonetheless, the area still has its heartening features. Chandio Village has one government middle-school for boys, in addition to which there are also seven private schools that operate under a co-educational system. Owing to the presence of these schools, 40 percent of the total population is literate, of which ten percent completes their matriculation and a few also succeed in getting admission to universities.


Besides the schools, the locality also has access to a football ground named ‘Mohammedan Football Ground’, situated in between Punjab Colony and Chandio Village.


Abdul Qayyum, a resident of Chandio Village doing his MA in Political Science from Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai University, Khairpur, said that he, along with some residents of other Katachi Abadis falling under the CCB, is trying to constitute a CCB Residents Association on the pattern of the Defence Residents Association (DRA). 


Qayyum pointed out that Chandio Village and the rest of the Katachi Abadis of CCB, such as Ghabol Colony, Bukhshan Village, Hazara Colony, Punjab Colony and many others, cannot elect their councillors or Nazims. Therefore, he was of the view that there is an immense need to form a resident’s body which could effectively delineate and highlight their problems before the authorities concerned. 


Abdul Qayyum added that many cases pertaining to reservations of residents regarding lease charges of Chandio Village remain pending in the offices of the CCB.

“The CCB demands that the residents lease their houses at the rate of Rs1,000 per square yard. It means that a person who has possession of a 100 square yard plot would pay around Rs.1,00,000 for their house,” he said. 


According to Qayyum, the residents demand that Chandio Village be treated strictly as a village or a Katchi Abadi and lease charges should be similar to those of areas like Malir. After all, how, and on what grounds, can they be charged such a hefty amount seeing that they do not even have access to the basic necessities of life? 

It merits reflection. Should not more be done to protect this area, which is part of Karachi’s hidden heritage?

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-3, 29/11/2006)
DECEMBER

Appeal against commercial complex admitted

KARACHI, Dec 1: The Sindh High Court admitted on Friday an appeal against the construction of a three-storey commercial complex in place of Star Cinema without car parking in one of the most congested areas of the city.


The appeal, moved by the Karachi Building Control Authority, stated that car parking space was mandatory as consistently held by the SHC and the Supreme Court. The new complex, built on the 818-square-feet cinema plot on Aga Khan Road adjoining the electronics market in Saddar, has 32 shops and two floors for offices. It is situated on a roundabout in front of under-construction Ama Tower. The KBCA, which had sanctioned the plan, said in its appeal against a single judge’s order decreeing the owner-builder’s suit challenging a sealing order issued by authority on June 17 for absence of parking space.


The impugned judgment said the building, ‘commercial by birth’, preceded the promulgation of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance (SBCO), 1979. The KBCA could not issue a sealing order on the ground that it lacked parking space as the building being prior to the 1979 ordinance did not fall within its remit. Addition, alteration or change in the existing building would not authorize the KBCA to exercise powers under Section 7-A of the SBCO providing for sealing of violative structures.


In its appeal, the authority relied on the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, 2002, besides the provisions of the SBCO. It said the word ‘construction’ occurring in Sections 3 (d) and 6(1) of the SBCO included ‘reconstruction’ in all its variations.


Admitting the appeal, a division bench, comprising Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Mohammad Athar Saeed, issued notices to the respondents.

(Dawn-19, 02/12/2006)

The land of opportunities

Mere anarchy, benefiting the rich and the mighty, will be reigning the urban land market in Sindh after the law governing it stands repealed

By Dr Noman Ahmed

In its session during the second week of November 2006, the Sindh Assembly repealed the Sindh Disposal of Urban Land Ordinance (SDULO) of 2002. The spokesmen from the treasury benches presented several reasons for this drastic move. Red tape in land allotments for vital welfare projects, delays in allotment and allocation as well as swift facilitation of the already booming real estate market were cited as some of the factors to have caused this move. The Opposition members challenged the government's line of argument on several counts. The obvious loss of transparency in land allotments, promotion of discretionary powers as against institutionalised procedures and an overall expectation in the rise of corrupt practices in land pricing issues were all the anticipated outcomes in a post-SDULO scenario. Many issues need to be analysed in detail to inform the decision makers about the potentials and constraints related to this move in a scientific manner.

It may not be out of place to mention that the commodification of land has been a direct outcome of the neo-liberal political doctrine that was promoted by the Reagan and Thatcher administrations respectively in the United States and the United Kingdom during 1980s. While the context of application of this doctrine was initially these two countries, the donor agencies carried this agenda to the developing countries with religious frenzy. For instance, the World Bank has been strongly pressurising various government to auction off the land assets either to retire existing debts or improve the country's overall financial positions. In Pakistan, this meant the distribution of land without long or short term planning prescriptions. In many cases, the land-uses could not be planned or properly ascertained. Such ad hocism gave rise to unscientific prioritisation of land for sales and development.

If the Government of Sindh (GoS) would have desired, it could have used the provisions of SDULO 2002 for creating an efficient and transparent land management mechanism. For example, the contents of the law made it essential to document the land as a pre-requisite for its disposal. This automatically implied survey and re-survey of land parcels, authentication of previously executed surveys and addition of updated information. The government also possessed the opportunity to fairly establish the reserve prices of land parcels, especially the commercial and industrial lands. The transaction of amenity plots, which is normally done through personalised contacts of certain individuals/organisations with decision makers was also streamlined. The law also entitled the Government of Sindh to prepare and notify rules and regulation for the routine functioning of the land owning and managing agencies. It is deplorable to note that much of the contents in the SDULO 2002 remained unfulfilled.

Land is a finite resource. Sindh, as a province, had considerable reserves of state land which now fall within the limits of urban areas. Historically, this land which was considered as an asset and was carefully utilised for residential, commercial, agricultural, recreational, industrial and other purposes, at least in the large cities, changed considerably. Instead of an asset, it was viewed as a tradable commodity. This gave rise to evolution of a land market which was entirely uncontrolled, discretionary and haywire in nature. Nascent market forces determined the utilisation and transaction of land compared to rational public choices. Without realising the social, ecological and even long term economic consequences, the sales and transaction of land have continued unabated.

Political interest has been one of the prime factors that determined the procedure of land supply. This interest superseded the urban and regional planning considerations, objectives and policies of the administration, fiscal liabilities and even legal limitations. Whereas the upper tiers of the government were largely involved in this process, various chief ministers played key role in land allotment due to the infinite authority vested in the office as well as the political clout that they enjoyed in the national and provincial politics. Bypassing the laws, regulations and norms thus became a routine exercise which did not let any land supply mechanism to function. In brief, land parcels were allotted due to political pressure from the influentials/party workers and bullies of various kinds. Political bribes were also given in the form of land. The announcement and cancellation of housing schemes was done on the same basis. Government departments, law enforcing agencies, financial institutions and urban development authorities simply became a carrier of orders in that working set-up.

Land disposal schemes mostly developed as a clandestine marriage of convenience rather than a transparent and equal opportunity enterprise. The attempts made in this respect have been severely criticised by the users, media and analysts. Only recently, the government has finalised allotment of about 19000 acres of land under a large scale scheme called the Education City. It has created many many doubts. For example, subsidised land has been offered to many institutions who are operating on commercial basis without providing relief to common people.

Traditionally existing pattern of land ownership has a direct bearing on its transition in the urban scenario. Clan influences and appropriation and possession of land were important factors that governed the directions of development. When land was in private ownership under traditional landlords, they lobbied with the public sector officials to devise the development policies/priorities to maximise their own benefit. Planning and development of communication schemes, transportation projects and investment in infrastructure schemes were largely manipulated. The fringes of large cities are the most important choices in this regard. The north western outskirts of Karachi is one of the main locations where local landlords have traditionally benefited from the growth of the city.

The existing patterns of land supply created a visible disparity between the privileged and non-privileged classes. As mentioned earlier, land was procured, developed and sold through the priorities and conditions laid down by the public sector agencies in liaison with powerful interest groups. These groups attempted to maximise their respective profits by moulding the decisions making in their own favour. Land supply was one such prerogative. Thus the unprivileged had to fend for themselves in the informal locations as per availability of land. Many negative repercussions of this practice have developed in the course of time. The inner city ring of Karachi between 0-10 kilometers radius has most of the upper income groups residing in the area. Squatters and low income localities are residing far away from the centre of the city making the poor to commute long distances to their places of work in dilapidated transport systems.

In the procedures of land development and supply, the distinction between formal and informal sector is swiftly diminishing due to the incapability of the formal sector to control the overall factors that affect land market. The concepts and implementation mechanisms of the public sector have begun accepting the existence of informal sector operations to a considerable extent. This is evident from the fact that evictions of informal settlements were effected after cautions and the government would regularise them as a norm. De-facto ownership of land is now given due regard in the development operations and is often temporarily recognised. Besides, direct transaction of raw land from the Board of Revenue to the user groups is another instance in this respect where the conventional water tight authority is not extended towards such activities. In fact, the acceptance (at least at the conceptual level) of the Incremental Housing Development is another evidence where the government recognises squatting as an option if it is guided through some basic plan.

Incremental housing development, in comparison to the other options of land supply and housing, has been found as the most effective mode that can bring about a change in the land housing situation in the province. It has the advantage of possessing adaptability for urban, semi urban and rural areas due to its flexibility of approach. However several basic aspects need to be resolved if the concept is to be given a wider application. The concept requires basic institutional cover from the provincial government, city and district governments and the other departments of the province for application. The authority of land distribution needs to be decentralised so as to incorporate local priorities to an optimum extent. Besides, the construction and development bye-laws of the respective localities have to be adjusted according to the sociology and economics of the settlers.

The repeal of SDULO 2002 is undoubtedly a disappointing move. It will mark the beginning of a dubious initiative likely to be supported by opportunistic quarters only. commodification of land will be perpetuated without any effective public control. Use of discretion will supersede the institutionalised handling and management of land assets. Grey areas will also evolve between government to government transfer of land. Another core area of contention has been the reserve prices and market prices. For valuing land, the reserve prices were normally fixed without any scientific criteria. However it is important to note that the cumulative reserve price could only be determined upon the finalisation of land-use, prescription of corresponding criteria/indicators of infrastructural inputs, macro-scale locational characteristics and prospective development projects finalised by the government. Much of this structure is expected to fall into a disarray in the post-SDULO 2002 scenario.

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-Policy II, 03/12/2006)

The terrific Taj

By Amjad Bhatti


 IN the month of April I, along with some of my family members, visited Agra. Yes, Agra is the city where one of the seven wonders of the world, the Taj Mahal, is located. How could have we not seen the Taj?


Our guide led us to the window to buy the entrance ticket. I was a ‘foreigner’, so I was mentally prepared to pay the price in dollars — for the locals the entrance fee is quite nominal. As I stood near the window and pulled my wallet out to pay for the ticket, the ticket-seller asked, “how many?” “Two,” I replied. “Give me 40 [Indian] rupees,” he handed over two tickets without looking at me carefully. He was mistaken by my ‘national’ identity. I was confused. “Should I go back and tell him I am a foreigner from Pakistan and pay more money to enter the Taj Mahal or remain silent and enjoy?” I kept standing in the queue for my turn for security check and was looking around in apprehension that anytime some security person would come and take me back to pay more. It would be embarrassing, though, I thought.


The queue was long and so was the train of thought. Who owns the Taj Mahal? Who made it? What wonders does it have to offer? Who were the craftsmen who made it? From where had they come? What’s the message that the Taj has for its visitors? I was lost in the imaginary past when my turn for security check snapped me out of it. I went through it. Nothing happened. Thank God. Only the ticket I was carrying was of a dubious nature. I just shunned the thought as our guide started narrating the saga of the Taj.


The Taj Mahal is believed to be one of the seven world wonders which took about 23 rigorous years (1631-1654) before it was finally given the finishing touch. More than 20,000 craftsmen from various parts of the Indian subcontinent, Afghanistan and Persia invested their skill, knowledge, patience and labour in turning the dream of a romantic Mughal emperor into reality. Mullah Abdul Hameed Lahori, the official chronicler of Shahjahan, has mentioned in his book Badshah Nama that the annual revenue of 30 neighbouring villages of Agra and Nagar Chand was earmarked to meet the construction expenditures of the Taj Mahal. He also mentions that taxes and revenue receipts from shopkeepers, markets and royal inns were specified for the construction of the Taj.


We were told that only battery-driven vehicles or tongas (horse carts) are allowed to pick and drop visitors in the vicinity of the Taj, because the Supreme Court of India wanted to protect the Taj from vehicular emissions. The area where the beautiful structure is located and its architecture represent a historical perspective. Predominantly, the construction of the Taj is attributed to the love, passion and aesthetics of Mughal emperor Shahjahan, who masterminded the project as a mausoleum for his much-adored wife Arjumand Bano Begum — better remembered as Mumtaz Mahal. And indeed, the Taj is a spectacular symbol of architectural precision, aesthetic delicacy and fine imagination. It all becomes more alluring in the context of the royal love saga. If you visit the site as a couple you may slide into the perilous portrait of royal self-image by recreating in mind mythical history on a personal level. Beware. The Taj Mahal can be illusive.


Locals identified some strategic points from where the Taj changes its impression. “Come here,” said the guide. “Stand at this point and look towards the mausoleums,” he advised. Two minarets disappeared when I looked straight at the main tomb. I was amazed. “Now move towards the tomb and tell me what you feel,” he asked. The tomb was drifting away. Later on, complying with the instructions of the guide, I started walking backwards, and the tomb seemed to be coming towards me. There is a saying that the Taj Mahal is like a beautiful girl, if you advance towards her she will step back, and if you move away from her, she will follow you. These are current stories attached to the Taj.


Some tales reveal that Lord Wlliam Bentinck, governor-general of India (1828-35) — who was seemingly inspired by the Utilitarian theories of Jeremy Bentham and James Mill — planned to demolish the Taj and auction off its marbles. According to wickepedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_William_Bentinck), in some versions of the tale, the demolition crew were ready to begin their work but were stopped only because Bentinck was unable to make the scheme financially viable.


However, local historians from Agra maintain that the colonial regime had stolen Indian antiquities from the Taj. The stolen items included the gold leaves covering the dome, a golden railing, the diamonds inlaid in cenotaphs, a blanket woven with pearls, a door of carved jasper, numerous carpets and enamelled lamps from the interior chamber.


Some historical records rveal that the Taj is/was not the concept of a single desginer rather the project involved a multicultral intellegence. Archival record mentions that ‘Puru’ from Benarus, Persia, was the supervising architect; the main dome was designed by Ismail Khan of Turkey, while Qazim Khan, a native of Lahore, cast the solid gold finial that crowned the Turkish master’s dome. Chiranjilal from Delhi was chosen as chief sculptor and mosaicist. Amanat Khan from Shiraz (Iran) was chief calligrapher. Mohammad Hanif was the supervisor of masons. Mir Abdul Karim and Mukkarimat Khan of Shiraz handled finances and the management of daily production.


The core creative team included sculptors from Bukhara, calligraphers from Syria and Iran, inlayers from southern India, and stonecutters from Balochsitan. A labour force of 22,000 workers was recruited from across northern India, most of them were enagaed in transporating building material on over 1,000 elephants. The white marble was brought from Rajasthan, the jasper from Punjab, and the jade and crystal from China. The turquoise was from Tibet and the lapis lazuli from Afghnaisnatn, while the sapphire came from Sri Lanka, and the carnelien from Arabia. In all, 28 types of precious and semi-precious stones were inlaid into the white marble.


Ironically, Shahjahan’s own grave appears the most unaligned structure in the whole architectural geometry of the Taj Mahal. He is buried now on the left side of Mumtaz’s grave.


In the central hall of the tomb there are replicas while original graves of Shahjahan and Mumtaz are located in a crypt below the central hall. The grave of Mumtaz lies directly below the dome and placed in such a manner that it comes in direct alignment with the main entrance. The grave of Shahjahan placed next to Mumtaz’s is, however, much larger and aggressively asymmetrical. It has an anomalous relationship with the dome and the the tomb’s entrance. It goes against Shahjahan aesthetic sense but it is believed that he had lost his control to decide about his burial place as his son Aurangzeb dethroned him, put him in prison and finally buried him next to Mumtaz in the same tomb. It is said that Shahjahan wanted to build a Taj-like mausoleum for himself with black marble opposite to the Taj along the bank of the Yamuna River. It did not happen.


The story of royal aesthetics is also the story of control and power. Aurangzeb, later known as stringiest Mughal ruler, took charge of affairs and did not allow his father to continue with his architectural adventures. However, the Taj still remains one of the most visited places of the world. According to the BBC, more than three million people visited the Taj in 2004.

(By Amjab Bhatti, Dawn-The Magazine-4, 03/12/2006)

Urban renaissance
By Richard Rogers

AFTER a century in which cities were treated as problems — dirty, crowded, dangerous — the 1997 general election marked a turning point with a new government that saw cities as the only sustainable solution to the growing demand for housing.


There has been a measurable cultural shift — to an understanding that we need to use land better, and plan better, to sustain our cities. If you visit Manchester today, you can see tangible evidence of that change in the centre. Over 15 years the population has soared enormously, bringing life and pride back to one of Britain’s great urban centres.


But if you travel just a few blocks from revitalised city centres you can see shoddy housing and wasted land, which shows how many problems remain. Most worrying are the signs that the government is losing its nerve: that it is beginning to focus on quantity at the expense of quality.


The greatest danger is that the government might weaken its policy of giving priority to development on derelict brownfield sites. This sequential approach to land use is crucial to strengthening the social and economic vitality of the city and protecting the beauty of the countryside.


When you review the facts, there is no need to abandon a commitment to brownfield development. The total quantity of brownfield land has fallen by only three per cent over five years, and the housing capacity of the land that remains has actually grown by seven per cent. This supply could be boosted by more responsible use of publicly owned land, if the potential regeneration value of redundant military, NHS or rail property were taken into account. Focusing on market value alone seriously undermines our ability to regenerate cities.


Brownfield development will always be difficult, but there are other barriers to tackle. The fiscal framework for development also needs attention; it is no surprise that house builders are lobbying for access to greenfield sites when the development costs are so much lower. The government should review the fiscal framework to make the true costs of greenfield and brownfield development more equitable.


Good urban design is about paying attention to the spaces between buildings as well as the buildings themselves. Well-designed streets, parks, squares and pavements are the scene for the synthesis of urban life. If you make streets attractive to passersby, then you enhance quality of life and security: busy streets police themselves. Citizens should be able to enjoy well-designed public spaces at all scales, from small quiet gardens to squares, parks and countryside easily accessible on foot or public transport.


We can all recognise beautiful family-friendly neighbourhoods, be they leafy Georgian terraces or the new waterfront developments in Amsterdam and Barcelona. We must all ask why we cannot aspire to this quality of development for all. Architecture is not just aesthetic; it has social, moral and political dimensions. Badly planned and maintained spaces and buildings play an important part in brutalising people.


Urban renaissance needs to spread out beyond our city centres. Most of our city-centre population growth consists of young and single people. To draw families back to cities, we need to create beautiful and family-friendly suburbs too. Architects and planners have often neglected, or even derided, suburbs.


They may lack the urban vitality and mix many of us enjoy, but they provide a quieter, greener environment for families and can enhance the mix of housing that a city can offer. The best suburbs - linked to the city by good public transport - already offer a model for a different style of environmentally sustainable urban living. We need to bring all of them up to this standard, through intensification and new infrastructure.


But to make our suburbs work, you need intelligent and design led planning. One only has to look at the dreadful suburban strip that stretches along the Mediterranean coast from the south of France to Spain and Italy, let alone the sprawl outside our own cities, to realise how important it is to use our planning laws intelligently, not to let rip.


The debate over use of greenfield and brownfield land is not really a debate about saving green space from development, but a debate about the future of our cities, about saving them from physical dereliction, social fragmentation and economic decline.

(Dawn-7, 04/12/2006)

Survey of kutchi abadies ordered


KARACHI, Dec 4: The Sindh Minister for Local Government and kutchi abadis, Mohmmad Hussain, on Monday issued directives for survey of the kutchi abadis in Korangi to ascertain their status for provision of lease.


Speaking at a public meeting in Korangi, he said cases of the regularisation of these areas would be considered after comprehensive evaluation.


The minister directed the town municipal administration of Korangi to make all-out efforts to solve the problems related to water, sewerage and roads. He also urged UC nazims and councillors to facilitate the masses in this regard.


The minister observed that the TMAs were doing an excellent job, but room still existed for improvement. He warned that no slackness would be tolerated in the execution of uplift schemes.


The minister also assured the residents of early construction of boundary wall of sports ground and said that potable water would be provided to areas identified by the people.


He said that the purpose of such meetings was to acquire first-hand knowledge of problems confronted by the residents


The minister assured the participants that they would get progress report regarding their grievances presented to him, within three days.


Speaking on the occasion, Korangi Town Nazim Mohammad Arif Khan Advocate said that a visible change could be noticed regarding various uplift schemes and cleanliness situation.


He said encroachments from different areas of the town had been removed to facilitate implementation of development projects.


TMO Dr Mukhtar A. Palejo informed the minister that control room had been established at the town office where people could lodge their complaints any time.


He also informed about the establishment of Garbage Transfer Station where 250 tons of garbage was brought daily from all over the town and sent to Razaqabad landfill site.


Later, the minister received applications from the residents and issued orders to the officials concerned for early solution of the problems.

(Dawn-18, 05/12/2006)

Service lanes along Sharea Faisal being grabbed

KARACHI, Dec 6: The grabbing of service lanes and footpaths on Sharea Faisal has become a routine feature as many influential government and private organisations are busy encroaching upon public land to expand their offices or construct parking facilities. Legally no land controlling authority can issue permission to any individual, government or private organisation, even for security reasons to include a service lane or footpath in any residential or commercial building.


The encroachment of a portion of the service lane alongside Sharea Faisal by a private bank to build a parking facility for its head office is seen as the latest example of land grabbing, which would not only add to traffic congestion at this point but also hinder future renovation and expansion of this major artery.


Likewise, another part of the service lane is also being encroached upon by a military organisation, which is raising walls on the service lane. In the recent past, an intelligence agency had grabbed a footpath and service lane near Regent Plaza traffic intersection to expand its establishment.


Civic agencies officials told Dawn that the maintenance, renovation and widening of Sharea Faisal was the responsibility of the city government but it was not the only land controlling authority in the areas along Sharea Faisal as it shared this responsibility with different cantonment boards and others.


Experts said the underground lines of various utilities were passing under the service lane and Sharea Faisal and the grabbing of service lanes might affect any future activity to repair or change any of the utilities’ lines.


They said that in the present situation it was not possible to repair or replace any utility line and the only option left was to dig up Sharea Faisal for this purpose, which would result in a traffic mess.


The officials said the trend to grab the service lane should be stopped forthwith otherwise in the days to come the entire Sharea Faisal would be encroached.


Encroaching of service lanes and footpaths is also a common practice in the areas being controlled by the city government. However, there are several cases in which the department concerned of the city government took prompt action and dismantled the unauthorised structures.


The previous city government allowed construction of shops on bus stops on Sharea Faisal, which are still run by private parties.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 07/12/2006)

Misplaced exuberance ruins world heritage site

KARACHI, Dec 6: Lack of coordination among various government departments was the highlight of the national seminar held in Jamshoro district on Ranikot -- one of the largest forts in the world.


According to sources, to support the tents erected for participants who attended the seminar, huge nails and hooks were hammered in the walls and floor of the monument, damaging it. Restoration of the centuries old structure is now almost impossible.


The sources said that generous use of cement and concrete in the restoration and rehabilitation carried out so far by the Sindh Culture Department and the district government rather than restoring the world’s largest fort had given it the look of new construction.


The fort, located in the Khirthar Mountain Range off the Indus Highway, being an important archaeological monument is controlled by the federal archaeology department and is also protected under the Antiquities Act, which forbids holding of programmes in protected monuments without prior permission from the department. Leave alone seeking the permission from the archaeology department, the organisers did not even bother to inform the archaeology department that a national seminar was to be organised at Merikot , right in the heart of Ranikot.


Responding to Dawn’s queries the archaeology department’s Sindh chief, Qasim Ali Qasim said his department had no information a seminar was to be held in Ranikot. What is strange is that the archaeology department staff posted at Ranikot did not try to stop the seminar nor inform the head office that a programme was being held.


The sources also said that Ranikot is within the Khirthar National Park, and to conduct any activity, information has to be given and permission obtained from the Sindh Wildlife Department, but even it was not informed. The carrying of firearms is also banned in the national park, but a large number of private guards of various guests were seen carrying guns. The seminar was scheduled to begin at 11.30 am, but started around 2.45pm.


The subject and venue of the seminar was so interesting that more guests, than expected turned up and many of them had to stand while others sat on the floor. The host, Jamshoro District Nazim Malik Asad Sikandar, who according to the programme printed on the invitation cards was to speak and present vote of thanks did not turn up at the seminar.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-19, 07/12/2006)

Work on phone tower stopped at heritage site

KARACHI, Dec 8: The federal government has directed a multinational mobile phone company to immediately stop construction work on a tower in Moenjodaro, the country’s most important archaeological site protected under the Antiquities Act, 1975.


The construction came to notice during a visit by an international monitoring team from Unesco that had come to review the conservation steps being taken at the over 5,000-year-old Indus Valley Civilisation in Moenjodaro which has also been declared a world heritage site.


Sources said the company was erecting a huge tower to install boosters and other equipment to strengthen its wireless communication in the area.


A strongly-worded communication sent to the company said: “This is to inform you that the land on which you are constructing and installing the booster/instrument is the property of the department of archaeology and museums, government of Pakistan, whereas Moenjodaro is a protected site. According to Antiquity Act 1975 Sections 18, 19, and 21, new construction, destruction and damage, etc., in the protected area are strictly prohibited. It is illegal to trespass in the protected area of Moenjodaro. You are hereby directed to stop work immediately.”


Responding to Dawn’s queries, federal archaeology department’s Sindh chief Qasim Ali Qasim said the construction at the site had been stopped and notices had been issued to the telecommunication company.


The matter has also been reported to the area police who have been asked to assist the department officials if illegal construction resumes at the site. “An inquiry has also been initiated and stern action will be taken against those found responsible,” Mr Qasim added.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-3, 09/12/2006)

Exploring Rani Kot

Believed to be the largest fort in the world, may a Sindhi draw comparisons with the Great Wall of China, Rani Kot is a one of its kind historical site in Pakistan. Dating back centuries, the majestic fort is situated in the rugged Kirthar Range of District Jamshoro in the interior of Sindh, 90 kilometers from Hyderabad.

To this day it remains unknown that when this marvelous fort was built and what for. Rani Kot's history is actually shrouded in mystery. Many historians, architects and archaeologists have suggested different histories for Rani Kot but all agree on a single point that the ancient wall and fort is centuries old and its preservation should incorporate that fact. However, not much detailed and well though out restoration work has been done at Rani Kot and the pointless little effort to preserve the great fort with cement has actually destroyed the real beauty of this historic site.

Sindh is pretty rich in terms of historic and ancient sites including remains of old cities like Moen Jo Daro in Larkana, graveyards of Makli, forts of Hyderabad, Umerkot and Rani Kot in now Jamshoro District. The province's history expands over thousands of years. Unfortunately the few remains of Sindh's past remain unattended and neglected.

Visible from five kilometers away Rani Kot with its massive undulating walls that twist and dip over the hills is a majestic sight to behold. With a circumference of more than twenty-nine kilometers, its walls are built with dressed sandstone and reinforced with 45 bastions along the outer wall, of which seven are rectangular and the remaining are round.

Occupying a total area of about 29 square kilometers with approximately 9 kilometers in diameter, Rani Kot's walls are almost 10 meters high with four gates on its four sides. Nearly in square shape Rani Kot resembles the Great Wall of China - and that's where it gets its title the Great Wall of Sindh.

Its four entrances are named the San Gate or Eastern gate, Shah Pir or Southern Gate, Amri or Northern Gate and Mohan or Western Gate. The San Gate is always open and leads to the three fortresses inside; Miri Kot, Shergarh and Mohan Kot located in the heart of Rani Kot.

According to noted historian Dr Mubarak Ali Khan, archaeological sites do have their own significance. He refers to Moenjodaro's discovery, which according to him played a dominant role in the independence movement of the subcontinent. "Such sites need to be studied in depth because it involves figuring out capabilities and expertise of people of that era as well as the resources available at that time," he says. Critical of the repair and renovation work at the Fort that was done with cement, destroying its actual architecture Dr Mubarak Ali says, "Such sites are never renovated in such a cavalier fashion by just whitewashing them - the fort has just been modernized."

Policy makers have just not paid enough attention for preservation and restoration of historical sites like Rani Kot. Criminal negligence could well be seen when one visits the historical sites in Sindh. The Archaeology Department insists that it has no funds to repair and preserve these crumbling edifices of the past.

Official interest is just not enough. Interest on a national scale is needed to preserve Pakistan's cultural heritage. Prof (Dr) Taj Ali of the University of Peshawar regrets that people of the country do not know much about Rani Kot and other historical heritage sites in the country.

Very scant information is available about Rani Kot especially as to when the fort was built. That period could well have spread over centuries and every historian quotes different theories about its construction period and diversified characteristics. Some limited work has been carried out in various areas but Dr Taj stresses for further intensive work at the site to clear the historical question of who constructed it and why.

Some historians attribute Rani Kot to Arabs, saying that it was built by Imran Bin Musa Barmaki, the Governor of Sindh in 836 AD, some to Sassanians, and some to the Greeks, the Romans and some to the Persians. Though the prehistoric site of Amri is nearby, and fossils and animal skeletons were found inside the fort on the Lundi Hills, there is no trace of any old city inside the fort.

The present structure doesn't appear to be 'prehistoric'. Some historians point to 17th century AD as its time of first construction but most agree that the present structure was constructed or reconstructed by Mir Karam Ali Khan Talpur at the initial cost of twelve thousand rupees in 1812 AD.

Historian M. H. Panwhar stressed need for getting proof regarding the fort's origin and to seek help from international organizations and added that the fort had never been occupied by whosever built it. He said that fort seemed to be built during the days of bow and arrow weaponry but later on changes were made in its structure.

Senior Minister of Sindh Syed Sardar Ahmed however rejects the theory that it was not built by Talpurs and quoted noted historian Dr N. A. Baloch. According to the senior minister, Mir Karam Ali and Mir Murad Ali Talpur built it in 1815.

Currently Rani Kot - like other archeological heritage of Sindh - is rapidly deteriorating. One third of the man-made walls have already collapsed and the rest may soon collapse.

Ideally speaking though Rani Kot has everything for tourism. The government can further provide facilities at the site to attract tourists. Availability of water on the site and security measures should be the first on its agenda.

Federal Tourism Minister Nilofer Bakhtiar, who is actively involved in attracting tourism to Pakistan, should include Rani Kot in next year's Tour Pakistan program so that foreign visitors can visit this marvelous place.

The provincial as well as local governments should take steps ensuring proper law and order situation to allow maximum tourists and especially foreign tourist to explore the site and resorts should be constructed to flourish tourism on the site.

The sense of security should be allowed to prevail in the region as when a seminar was arranged on the site heavy contingents of police and rangers were deployed on the way towards Rani Kot that would not be available to ordinary visitors Even the Chief Minister in his address said that "I will travel with you by road to look over security arrangements," and directed the concerned quarters to improve law and order situation.

Rani Kot has everything what a historical site can offer to tourists, researchers and art lovers but the prime responsibility lies with the government. Organizations involved in preserving heritage and culture should also come forward to make this unexplored site an explored one.

(By Adeel Pathan, The News-42, 10/12/2006)

Fee structure for plots conversion to go up

KARACHI, Dec 11: The fee structure for conversion of residential plots to commercial ones along 21 commercialised roads of the metropolis is to be revised upwards and owners of such plots will be given final chance to get the status of their property changed at the current rates.


The matter of ‘change of land use charges’ came under a thorough discussion at a meeting, chaired by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, here on Monday.


EDO Master Plan Iftikhar Qaimkhani, who gave a briefing about the issue, told the meeting that the City Council had commercialised these thoroughfares some three years back and had also given approval to the proposal that the owners of estates along the roads be allowed to get the status of their plots changed on payment of a certain amount of fee to the city government. The fee structure for different categories ranged from Rs1,000 to Rs8,000 per square yards. The city government had decided to utilise the revenues thus generated in the development projects of the respective localities.


Mr Qaimkhani said that over the past three years, land prices in different parts of the city, particularly along these commercialised roads, had gone up and, as such, it was pertinent to revise the fee structure accordingly. Justifying the proposed increase, he pointed out that the city government was not only spending millions of rupees in further developing these commercial thoroughfares, but was also improving the infrastructure of the areas concerned.


The city nazim agreed with the EDO and directed the officials concerned to work out a new fee structure. However, he stressed on giving a final chance to those who were willing to get the status of their properties on the commercialised roads changed into commercial land at the current rates, which should also apply on the cases already pending before the city government, he added.


The 21 commercialised roads are: Sharea Faisal (Metropole Hotel to Malir Bridge), Tariq Road (Allahwali Chowrangi to Bahadurabad commercial area and Sindhi Muslim Society to Sharea Faisal), Captain Farid Bukhari Road, Rashid Minhas Road (Scheme 16, 24 & 36 from Drive-in Cinema to Shafique Morr), University Road (Scheme 24 & 36 from Civic Centre to Safoora Chowrangi), Shahrah-i-Pakistan (Scheme 16 from Teen Hatti Bridge to Sohrab Goth), Nazimabad A Road (Lasbella Bridge to Circular Railway line left side), Shershah Suri Road in North Nazimabad (Board Office Chowrangi to Sakhi Hassan Chowrangi on both sides), Block B-N and Block A-J, Shahrah-i-Jahangir in North Nazimabad (Block H to L), Khayaban-i-Iqbal (Clifton Road Bridge to Do Talwar), Khayaban-i-Jami (Plots ST-10 to ST-13), Khalid Bin Waleed Road (Plot K-107 to 168 G. Church), Jamaluddin Afghani Road (PTV Station to Plot No. 1 adjacent to Shaheed-i-Millat), Allama Iqbal Road (Kashmir Road to Jheel Park on both sides), Sir Syed Ahmed Road (Tariq Road to Khalid bin Waleed Road on both sides), Shaheed-i-Millat Road (Haider Ali Chowrangi to Jail Chowrangi on both sides), Chaudhry Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Road (Block 8 & 9 Askari Market to Chaudhry Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Colony), Beach Avenue Road (Darakhshan Police Station to Casino Chowrangi), Khayaban-i-Saadi, Khyaban-i-Rumi, Nishtar Road and Alamgir Road.

(Dawn-17, 12/12/2006)

The 100 houses architects designed for themselves

KARACHI: Representing beautiful houses — designed by Pakistani architects for themselves - the book titled ‘100+1 Pakistani Architects and their own houses,’ was launched at Fomma-DHA Art Centre on Tuesday. 


With an attractive and colourful appearance, the book facilitates understanding the personalities, philosophy, and lifestyles of these architects for it deals with the houses they have designed for themselves. 


Speaking on the occasion, the author of the book, Mukhtar Husain, said that the book profiles the designs of over 100 architects, established professionals as well as young practitioners, from all over the country. 


Presented chronologically, these houses reflect the personality, design, philosophy and lifestyle of each architect. The author has been practising in Pakistan since 1973, and besides his involvement with building and planning projects, he has been teaching and writing for several years. 


“It was my personal experience that I wanted to share with others; how I designed and then lived in my house!” remarked Husain, adding that he also wanted to explore how other architects did the same. 


Putting all these experiences together, he said that he had attempted to provide a document that included different kinds of architectural work from different-natured people. “Through this book, professionals would be easily able to compare the designs of any two houses,” he assured. 


The author said that the book could be designed in the alphabetical order but it was intentionally written in chronological order to emphasise the alterations and modifications of architectural work over the decades and their impact on modern architecture. 


“One can see how the houses were built in the decade of 50s — the era of country-building — when resources were much more limited than today,” Husain said, while highlighting the revolutionary aspect of the book. Architect and urban planner, Arif Hasan, who has written the foreword to the book, said on the occasion that collectively these houses and home interiors represent an evolving social history of urban living in Pakistan. 


“The book depicts change in architectural styles and materials of construction that have taken place over the last fifty years,” he commented. 


He said that the book was extremely important for architectural theory and criticism. 


The author said that the book was originally intended to document 30-35 houses, but ended up covering over a hundred. With pictures, plans and a number of short essays reflecting on the architecture scene in Pakistan, the book will be of interest for personal collection, for libraries and scholars of Pakistani and South Asian architectural theory and criticism.

(The News-4, 13/12/2006)
Housing societies have no role in commercialisation: SHC

KARACHI, Dec 13: Housing societies have no role to play in the commercialisation of plots and buildings, according to a Sindh High Court division bench order.


It is for the city district government to issue a certificate for conversion of a plot or building from residential to commercial and for the Karachi Building Control Authority to sanction a construction plan in accordance with the certificate, the bench, which consisted of Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah observed in a consent order while disposing off a petition moved by Saify Co-operative Housing Society, North Nazimabad.


The order paves the way for processing and disposal of a large number of building plans by the KBCA.


The authority was unable to take any action on the plans because of the objections raised by the housing societies, which said being the owner of the land it fell within their purview to allow commercialisation.


Under the court order, the housing societies are empowered only to issue no-objection certificates in respect of sale of plots.


NOTICE TO CCOB: The bench, meanwhile, issued a notice to the chief controller of buildings, KBCA, for non-compliance of a court order for demolition of unauthorised construction of two floors on a building being raised on plot number LY-7/18, Moosa Lane, near Bagh Musafirkhana, Lyari Town.


A resident of the locality who moved the main petition complained to the court through Advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai that no action had so far been taken to comply with the court order. The matter was adjourned to December 20.

(Dawn-17, 14/12/2006)

New assembly building foundation next month

KARACHI, Dec 14: Foundation stone of the new building of the Sindh Assembly will be laid next month and the project is likely to be completed by the end of next year. The new structure is being raised in the backyard of the existing historic assembly building at an estimated cost of over Rs600 million.


This was stated by Speaker Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah while addressing a press conference on Thursday at the assembly building. Senior Minister Syed Sardar Ahmad, Irrigation Minister Sadar Nadir Akmal Leghari, Law Minister Iftikhar Ahmed Chaudhry, ACS (P&D) Ghulam Sarwar Khero, Secretary Works Faisal Saood and representatives of the project’s Architect M/s Naqvi and Siddiqui Associates, were present at the press conference.


The new structure has been design to be built in a manner that it will match the existing building’s architecture. The design had been selected from among the entries of a competition organised by a committee, headed by Syed Sardar Ahmad. A presentation had also been given to Chief Minister Dr Arbab Rahim, who approved the design with minor amendments.


The new building would have a capacity for 350 members and provision for further expansion.


Speaker Mr Shah pointed out that the present building was built in 1942. In view of the increased strength of members, its seating capacity had later been increased to accommodate 168 members, the present strength.


He said the new building would be a state-of-the-art project comprising ground plus three floors, besides the hall, with one chambers each for the leader of the house and the leader of the opposition, rooms for ministers, an auditorium with a capacity of 350 audience, a library, a mosque and a cafeteria.


He said the existing building would be linked with the new one through two corridors and would be preserved as a heritage building as the historic Pakistan Resolution was passed in the same building. Moreover, the declaration of independence was made and the flag of Pakistan was unfurled for the first time in Sindh at the same place, he added.


Syed Sardar Ahmad told newsmen that the bank and government dispensary located next to the assembly building would be moved elsewhere. He said the two buildings adjacent to the entrance of the existing building were also the provincial government property. He said the servant quarters housing government employees would also be incorporated.


During the press conference, financial proposals pertaining to the estimated construction cost submitted by three pre-qualified firms out of seven participants were opened.

(Dawn-17, 15/12/2006)

House building picks up as land prices dip

AS the real estate market tumbled and land prices nosedived in the major urban areas of Punjab – especially in Lahore and Rawalpindi, since the second half of 2005, most people linked to the construction industry assumed that the house-building boom would be over sooner than later. It didn’t. In fact, the dip in the land prices proved a boon for the housing sector.


“I had more work come my way this year (2006) than last year in spite of the slump in the real estate market,” Abdur Rauf, a labour contractor says. “Initially, the dip in the market and the reports that investors were pulling themselves out of the real estate sector, and genuine buyers were waiting the land prices to fall further gave rise to speculations that the construction boom in the housing industry may be over, at least partially if not completely for the time being. The situation nevertheless changed rapidly within a few months as more and more people began constructing houses,” he says. Like several others in the housing industry, Rauf feels that the “temporary or brief slowdown” in the housing sector was caused by the exorbitantly high cement rates.


Bankers contend that the number of individuals seeking housing finance during the last one year or more has increased considerably in spite of the fact that the cost of credit has gone up substantially. The banks have jacked up their interest rates on housing finance to 11.5-12.5 per cent since the central bank began tightening its monetary policy for controlling inflationary pressures . It is pertinent to recall that housing finance was available for as low as seven per cent before the State Bank reversed its earlier monetary policy and started to reduce money supply in the economy.


“The volume of our housing finance portfolio and the number of clients applying and seeking funds for constructing their houses has definitely increased over the last one year despite higher cost of credit,” says Rana Umair, an executive at Bank Alfalah Limited. “The growth in demand for housing finance is mainly generated by the reduction in the land prices,” he says. “Now that the residential plots are available (in the well developed housing schemes) at almost half their price a year or so ago, people interested in constructing their own houses and don’t mind obtaining a bit expensive credit,” he contends.


That the construction activity in the housing sector is picking up is evident from a record, highest cement production and sales last month. The cement production and sale shot up 46 per cent in November as compared to the same period last year on a year-on-year basis.


“The record cement consumption last month reflects the fact that the so-called construction boom is not over in the country,” says Shahid Jamal, a practicing architect who also teaches at the University of Engineering & Technology (UET). “Since there is no new mega project underway,, it can safely be assumed that a major portion of cement sold in November or before must have been consumed by the housing sector,” he maintains.


He says more people, especially those who were in possession of a plot and did not sell it even when the land rates were at their peak as well as those who had purchased plots at quite a high price with the intention of building their houses, were fast building houses for themselves. He did not agree with a suggestion that the recent drop in the cement price had boosted construction in the housing sector. “The reduction in the cement prices is nothing but just a temporary phenomenon. The day the manufacturers decide to form cartel, the rates will again go up. The reduced cement price has though helped bring the construction cost slightly down for the time being, it has failed to impact upon the overall activity in a big way,” he says, adding the overall construction cost remains at the same level or gone up because of the rising costs of finishing materials like tiles, marble, paints, wood, etc as well as wages of the skilled and semi -skilled labour due to growing construction activity.


While the housing sector is showing healthy growth in urban Punjab, the “built houses” market has suffered a setback in the recent months. “We’re selling fewer houses these days than a few months or a year back despite the fact that the prices have been reduced by Rs250000-500000 per unit depending upon the size of the plot,” says Muhammad Sarwar, a builder. Even most reputed developers, he says, are facing problems in finding customers for the apartments, town houses, etc in their new schemes. “The slump in the sales of built houses can be attributed to the temporary absence of the investor from the market,” he says. He says the overseas Pakistanis who formed a big portion of the buyers of built houses had apparently also lost interest in the purchase of the built houses. Further, he says, “it always costs you less to build your own house if you have a plot of land rather than purchasing a built unit.”


With the land prices and construction costs (ranging between Rs850/sq.ft and Rs1600/sq.ft for a modest construction and finishing) is still too high for an average middle class salaried person to afford, the construction activity is primarily confined to upscale market and developed schemes with good infrastructure – DHA, Valancia, Wapda Town, etc – and to some extent in old, LDA sponsored schemes like Johar Town in the provincial capital of Punjab.


Can the current boom in the housing sector in the urban areas bridge the widening nationwide housing gap which is projected at 6.19 million in the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2006? No. The housing production has to be increased to 500,000 units per annum for the next 20 years to fill the current gap, according to the government’s own estimates. And in spite of the current boom only 250,000 units are being constructed annually around the country, widening the gap further by as many numbers each year.


“Those who are building their houses mainly comprise overseas Pakistanis, or those who already have plots and enough income to obtain a bank loan for this purpose, or those who have substantial savings or income to afford to purchase a plot and undertake construction. For others it is near impossible to build a house because the land prices are still too high for them and construction cost too big for them to afford,” says Rauf.


Akber Sheikh, a leading builder and developer, says the people with a monthly income of Rs25000-50000 can have a roof of their own provided they decide to move away from the main city to suburbs where the land is comparatively cheaper or adopt the culture of living in flats. “But the problem (with our middle class) is that everyone wants to own an independent house, bungalow in one of the main city localities. Many of them still can have a roof for themselves and their families provided they are ready to compromise on their ambitions.”


That may be a solution to the housing problem for many people with a limited but reasonable monthly income, but it entails many other problems that the government has to resolve before they actually start thinking of moving out of the cities to suburbs. The major problems include the lack of quality physical and social infrastructure like roads, hospitals and educational institutions, and cheap public transport to move to and from workplace that could be as far away as 20-30km. On top of this, the ever worsening law and order situation in the urban as well as rural areas of the province is scary enough to prevent people from moving to the city’s suburbs.

(By Nasir Jamal, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-VI, 18/12/2006)

PAC should do some soul searching

KARACHI: The Pakhtoon Action Committee (PAC), a body that mainly represents the transporters, observed a wheel-jam strike on Friday for the acceptance of its demands. The demands related to ‘protection of Pakhtoons’ rights’.


The PAC leadership claims the lives and properties of their community are not safe and their children are denied admission in Karachi’s government education institutions in Karachi.


They also allege Pakhtoons face hurdles in obtaining national identity cards (NICs), besides police high handedness and demolition of the kutchi abadis where their community is in majority.


To protest against cruelties and demand one’s rights is the basic right of every citizen and people have been doing so in our country. The Pakhtoons are also the inhabitants of this city and have the right to lead honourable lives, but by obeying the prevailing laws of the country.


The PAC leadership has seen what happened as a result of the strike call and should have realised who is responsible for the ugly incidents which took precious innocent lives. To blame the police for the untoward incidents is very easy, but one must be realistic and admit one’s mistakes.


To give a strike call is easy, but to face its repercussions is very difficult. At the time of giving the strike call there were dozens of leaders jointly raising their hands on stage, all of them were nowhere to be seen on that fateful day to control the wild mob that had taken control of the roads.


The question is who is responsible for the turmoil? The PAC leaders will have to answer why is there a difference between their words and deeds? The Pakhtoons are considered very civilised people even when not educated, but those who take others’ lives or destroy others and state properties cannot be Pakhtoons.


All Pakhtoons are not transporters, nor is transport owned only by Pakhtoons. Similarly, only Pakhtoons are not residing in kutchi abadis, that the PAC has taken it upon itself to rise for their protection.


What this scribe observed in parts of Orangi and Baldia towns on the day of the strike would make Pakhtoons hang their head in shame. No one has the right to destroy private and state property.


Dozens of Pakhtoon notables have condemned the turn the protest took and expressed their total dissociation from the groups that turned the wheel jam strike into a violent mob on rampage.


Some of them said they suspected the involvement of Afghans and the Kabul administration in the violence. They demanded a probe and said the culprits be caught and given exemplary punishments. The said the PAC leaders are morally bound to find who sabotaged the peaceful strike.


At the same time, it is the duty of the Pakhtoon transporters to repair or get rid of all smoke emitting vehicles (if they have any)and play their role to keepthe city clean, where three million Pakhtoons also reside, and have a right to a clean atmosphere.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 20/12/2006)

Walled city’s restoration



THE World Bank-funded, multi-million-dollar restoration plan for Lahore’s walled city has now also attracted the attention of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture. The trust wants to chip in and do its bit for the historical quarter, offering funds and expertise at its disposal, and the experience of having carried out a similar project in the old city of Cairo. This is welcome, because the internationally accredited trust has over the years built credibility for itself by creating and conserving architectural marvels, especially in the field of Muslim architecture and buildings serving Muslim communities worldwide. The expertise available with the trust arguably comprises the best talents gathered from across the world in various fields. The restoration plan in question is an ambitious one; it aims at conserving the old buildings inside the walled city as well as restoring the historical quarter to its pre-Mughal and Mughal character. It also envisages the streamlining of commercial activity, which has taken over much of the walled city over the decades, in a way that is not detrimental to the old quarter’s historical heritage.


A number of Pakistani architects, notable residents of the walled city and people associated with trade comprise the stakeholders whom the sponsors of the restoration plan have sought to engage to ensure its sustainability over the longer term. The tourism aspect of the project is equally ambitious. Several new hotels, showcase ‘boutique’ bazaars and arenas for cultural activities will be built in keeping with the walled city’s architectural and historical heritage to attract tourists. But to make the plan a success, it is necessary that political interest and commercial greed are kept out. One way of doing so will be to get professional bodies like the Aga Khan Trust involved in the planning and implementation of the project.

(Dawn-7, 27/12/2006)

A long journey

[image: image1.jpg]


It has been a long journey!

So many contradictions that I am tired.

Maybe our future generations will reconcile them.

 

These are last lines of a long poem by Arif Hassan written in 1993 in Karachi. Thirteen years later he says: "I don't know what has happened -- you talk, you write but no body listens."

The man who knows how to go about building and expanding cities may longe for the wilderness of the hills in a desperate moment, yet his remains one of the most respected effort against unbridled, thoughtless growth.

An Oxford educated architect, Hassan has remained in the forefront of the fight against injustice and has been highlighting the plight of all those condemned to a life in urban slums. He advocates home for the homeless and criticises urban planning that plunges Pakistani cities in a deeper mess.

He is currently director of Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) and Urban Resource Centre URC. Hassan has been conferred with several national and international awards including Hilal-i-Imtiaz and the Shelterless Memorial Award by the Japanese government. He is also on the advisory board of many social organisations and educational institutions including NED University, Karachi.

(The News-27, 31/12/2006)
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