Sewerage project in Gulshan launched


KARACHI, July 4: Gulshan Town Nazim Muhammad Wasay Jalil on Tuesday said that new sewerage system in various areas of the town would be completed at a cost of Rs12.5 million within three months.

Addressing a gathering of society representatives and area residents in UC-13, the town nazim said that new sewerage system in Al-Muslim Society, Rizwia Society, Zehra Nagar, City Villas and other areas would provide relief to people. He said that town was taking steps to solve the various civic problems.


On the occasion, the residents informed him about the problems regarding water, sewerage, shabby roads and persisting electricity crisis.


BALDIA: The water and sewerage lines project was launched in 100 Quarters area of UC-4.

Baldia Town Nazim Kamran Akhtar said that the area was facing water and sewerage problems for the last 16 years. He said that the present management of city government was committed to provide more and better facilities to citizens.


JAMSHED TOWN: Jamshed Town Nazim Arif Ajakia met the residents of different union councils in his town and listened to their problems.

The residents told the nazim that it was the first time in the history of Karachi that people were facing such type of worst power failures and load-shedding in summer. They said that sometime load-shedding lasted for the whole day. They said that children and patients were the worst affected.

The nazim told them that he had asked the KESC to control the power crisis. He said that people were not only facing with water problem due to load-shedding but it was also a mental illness for students studying during exams. He assured the residents that their problems would soon be solved.

(Dawn-18, 05/07/2006)

Drain cleaning in full swing: KWSB

KARACHI, July 7: The managing director of the KWSB, Brig Iftikhar Haider, expressed his satisfaction over the pace of cleaning of the city’s major nullahs and storm-water drains. Around 2.5 million cubic feet filth from various nullahs has already been pulled out and disposed off at dumping sites, he informed.

Speaking at a news conference at the KWSB’s 9th-Mile office here on Friday, he said that although the KWSB was assigned the task of cleaning the city’s nullahs on June 15, the KWSB’s team headed by Chief Engineer Asoodomal had done a commendable job in such a short span of time.


The KWSB chief said that a final decision of making the KWSB responsible for cleaning all the city’s nullahs including those which fell in the jurisdiction of the cantonment boards was taken at a meeting held with the Sindh governor in the chair and was attended, among others, by provincial chief secretary, city nazim, secretary local government and DCO.


The KWSB took the new task as a challenge and, so far, its team comprising superintending engineers and executive engineers (sewerage) of all the 18 towns are making all-out efforts to clean the city’s 63 major nullahs, having a length of 232km and 226 storm-water drains of all the 18 towns with a length of 768km.


Lauding the town nazims for extending their cooperation to the KWSB in getting the nullahs cleaned, he said that the KWSB team had, so far, completed an overall 47 per cent of the nullah’s cleaning work.


Giving town-wise break-down of nullahs cleaning work, he said that 35 per cent work had been accomplished in SITE Town, 30per cent in Baldia, 75 per cent in Orangi, 75 per cent in North Nazimabad, 50 per cent in North Karachi, 40 per cent in Gulberg, 60 per cent in Gadap, 75 per cent in Shah Faisal, 50 per cent in Landhi, 50 per cent in Korangi, 50 per cent in Malir, 30 per cent in Bin Qasim, 20 per cent in Keamari, 30 per cent in Lyari, 20 per cent in Saddar, 35 per cent in Jamshed, 75 per cent in Gulshan and 30 per cent in the Liaquatabad Town.


Referring to the arrangements made for quick disposal of the filth being pulled out from the nullahs, he said that he had even authorised the SEs of the towns to hire private dumpers for the disposal of the same at dumping sites.

At the outset, the KWSB chief said that City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had written letters to all the town nazims, asking them to transfer their budgets for cleaning nullahs to the KWSB.

He said that the KWSB was, at present, spending Rs50 million for cleaning nullahs from its own resources but later on the city government would be giving a compatible amount to the KWSB under the head of nullahs cleaning.

(Dawn-18, 08/07/2006)

Storm-water drains found choked at several places


KARACHI, July 13: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, has identified encroachments and illegal constructions on drains as the main cause of their choking and can play a havoc with the city during monsoon rains.

“The KWSB, which had been assigned cleaning work on June 17 last, has completed 70 per cent of the task, however, it faces hindrances mainly in Saddar and Lyari towns followed by Keamari town where drains are covered by RCC structures making it difficult to undertake cleaning,” said Aasoodo Mal, Chief Engineer, KWSB.

He was speaking at a seminar on rain contingency plans, organized by the Pakistan Press Foundation at its Vicky Zeitlin Media Library on Thursday. The concerned staff, he said, cannot enter drains because of unauthorized structures.


These drains have been found choked at several places. At some places, they were blocked by bags filled with sandstone used for shuttering for construction of buildings. Even some government agencies, including KPT, Civil Aviation Authority and town administrations were involved in blocking of the drains, he added.


The KWSB official said that the KPT had closed two drains in Clifton, which now have been cleaned and opened. The Kalri drain was closed due to construction of culverts by the Keamari town administration. Similarly, the CAA had closed the Chakor drain, which has now been opened.

About a drain passing near Sindh Secretariat, where Urdu bazaar and local government department office are built, Aasoodo Mal said this drain is choked at about 10 points. “Under a strategy, we are trying first clean choking points of these main drains, which are 232 km in length. The cleaning of 768km distribution drains is yet to follow,” he said.

He said that the KWSB has asked the KESC to ensure uninterrupted power supply to sewerage and water pumping stations so that these systems could be maintained during rainy season.


DIG Traffic Falak Khurshed told the participants that his department had identified about 100 points in all the four traffic zones where rainwater accumulates. Talking about manpower constraints faced by his department, he said that Karachi Traffic Police consists of 3,500 personnel, of which 200 often avail leaves, some 200 were on training courses and about 150 were posted at three driving license offices.


Despite such limitations, the traffic police have arranged necessary equipment under the contingency plan to cope with the situation, he added.


Masood Alam, DO, Civil Defence, CDGK, said that 20 departments are being coordinated under the contingency plan while the 134 helpline has been integrated with all the fire stations.

He stated that the CDGK has identified 60 low-lying areas where rainwater accumulates. “We have arranged de-watering pumps in all the 18 towns besides 30 such pumps for emergency to rush where they are needed,” he said.


Kazim Ali, Chief Fire Officer, CDGK, stated that four fire stations have been declared as rain emergency centres.

Since the department of fire brigade service has been renamed as fire and rescue service, its entire staff performs such duties.

People visit beaches where high tides begin since May 25. Currently, 300 to 350 cases were being dealt with daily by the lifeguards at different points. Heavy rains in Karachi generally begin from Aug 14 during which incidents of electrocution, collapse of buildings and landslides are reported. This follows possibilities of cyclones, he said.

Kazim Ali stated that notices have been given to the inmates of 140 buildings declared dangerous in Karachi.

(Dawn-18, 14/07/2006)

Reactivation of 800 water, sewerage schemes


KARACHI, July 17: Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman on Monday directed the public health engineering department to take immediate steps for reactivating 800 water supply and sewerage schemes across the province so that people could get benefit of such facilities. He was presiding over a meeting at his office, which reviewed the progress of a project aimed at providing facilities of potable water to citizens at union council level.


The meeting was informed that out of 124 filter plants installed in Sindh by the federal environment department only 19 were functional. It was decided that physical survey of these water filter plants would be undertaken within 15 days so that the matter could be taken up with federal authorities for making rest of the filter plants operational.

It was further informed that the documents pertaining to the memorandum of understanding with regard to these filter plants had been sent to the respective Taluka/town municipal administrations.

The paperwork for initiating second phase of the project was underway and services of district implementation committees would be sought for the installation of more filter plants by the end of August after identifying the sites for the same.


The chief secretary directed all the DCOs to take up the task on priority basis. He asked the director-general of public health engineering department, to undertake survey of 100 water supply and sewerage schemes of Badin district and submit a detailed report at least of 10 out of 100 schemes on priority basis within a month so that steps could be taken for their reactivation.


Additional Chief Secretary (Planning & Development) Ghulam Sarwar Khero, Secretary Planning Muhammad Hashim Leghari, Secretary Implementation Nazar Hussain Mahar, Special Secretary (Technical) Rehana G. Memon, Secretary Irrigation Mazhar Ali Shah, Secretary Environment Iqbal Dewan and other officials attended the meeting.

(Dawn-18, 18/07/2006)

CDWP okays 27 projects worth over Rs 30bn

ISLAMABAD: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) has approved the Lower Indus Right Bank Irrigation and Drainage project (Stage-1) Priority Works (RBOD-1) at a revised cost of Rs 14.707 billion. The cost of the project has alarmingly escalated from the original estimates, which were worked out at Rs 4.395 billion when it was approved in 1994.

The CDWP met here on Saturday with Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Dr Akram Shiekh in the chair and approved 27 projects in various sectors of economy costing Rs 30.690 billion.


Owing to the government agencies' negligence, indecisiveness and inordinate delay, the price of the drainage project soared past Rs 10 billion.


The CDWP approved the project with escalated cost, but did not fix responsibility on any agency for the inordinate delay in implementing the project as it has inflicted the huge injury on the national exchequer. The project was to complete in 1988, but it got stalled because of the Sindh government's objection to the effluent draining into the Indus river. This controversy which could not be resolved delayed the project for several years.


Now the CDWP has approved the project with over Rs 10 billion additional cost that has swelled because of the delay in the implementation of the project. The CDWP also approved the Rs 1.492 billion Mirani dam --resettlement action plan.

Under the law the CDWP has the mandate to approve up to Rs 500 million worth project and the Executive Committee of National Economics (Ecnec) has the prerogative to approve the project having cost of over Rs 500 million.

In the transport & communication sector, the CDWP meeting took up three projects worth Rs 6.036 billion that include (1) construction of a complex for National Highways & Motorways police at Rahim Yar Khan at a cost of Rs 154.905 million (2) special repair to 36 Nos GMU-30 diesel electric locomotives that will cost Rs 1.698 billion, and (3) replacement of old and obsolete signal gear from Khanewal to Shahdara Bagh, main line section of Rs 4.183 billion. Out of three projects, the CDWP approved the first one and recommended the other two to Ecnec for approval.


In the higher education sector, the meeting discussed and approved the following four projects, valuing Rs 1.725 billion: (1) faculty development and other immediate needs of the Quaid-i-Azam University of Engineering Sciences & Technology, Nawabshah, of Rs 473.86 (2) establishment of permanent campus of the COMSATS Institute of Information Technology at Chak Shahzad, Islamabad, that will cost Rs 299.879 million (3) strengthening & enhancement of academic provision in the faculty of life and environmental sciences of Rs464.695 million, and (4) strengthening of four-year degree programme through expansion of the existing facilities of Lahore College for Women University, Lahore, at the cost Rs 486.681 million.


In the water sector, the CDWP took up two Rs 16.199 billion projects and recommended them to Ecnec for approval they include (1) lower Indus Right Bank Irrigation and Drainage project of Rs 14.707 billion and (2) resettlement action plan for Mirani dam of Rs 1.492 billion.


In the energy sector, the CDWP meeting discussed and approved three projects of Rs 1.047 billion. These include (1) addition of 3rd 500 KV/200 KV Auto Transformer at Terbela of Rs 480 million, (2) addition of 3rd 220KV/132KV&138 MVA auto transformer at the Mangla Power Station, and (3) 3.2MW Sharian hydropower project of Rs 259.107 million.


In the physical planning and housing sector, the meeting took up six projects and approved all of them which include (1) construction of one police barrack (for 240 men) near British High Commission in diplomatic Enclave, Islamabad, which will cost Rs60.005 million, (2) construction of five police barracks (for 100 men each) near K-Block in Admin sector, Islamabad, with the cost of Rs119.508 million, (3) construction of four B-Type police stations in various sectors of Islamabad of Rs98 million; (4) construction of Admin Block, Magazine Quarter Guard, Barracks, MT Shed, Horse Stable and Parade Ground in Diplomatic Enclave of Rs 201.047 million, (5) construction of four police barracks (for 100 men each) in Sectors F-7, F-8, G-9 and G-10, Islamabad, and (6) rehabilitation/replacement of lifts installed at Pak Secretariat Building, Islamabad, costing Rs 205.969 million.


In the population sector, the meeting approved the project of acquisition of land and construction of building for RTI, Faisalabad, with the cost of Rs 123.319 million, and in the industries sector, the meeting recommended the project of Gujranwala Tools, Dies & Moulds Centre of Rs 1.369 billion to Ecnec for approval.


In the health sector, the meeting took up two Rs 1.131 billion projects. Out of the two, the meeting recommended Rs 731.856 million Women Heath project, Sindh, to Ecnec for approval and approved the other Rs 399.44 million project--Improvement of existing facilities at Sheikh Zayed Medical complex, Lahore.

In the governance sector, the meeting approved three projects of Rs 432.357 million which include (1) construction of Rs 47.123 million branch registry of the Supreme Court at Peshawar, (2) construction of Rs 186.303 million federal services tribunal building, Islamabad, and (3) establishment of federal unit for Drought Emergency Relief Assistance (Dera) Programme of Rs198.931 million.


In the education sector, the CDWP recommended two projects to Ecnec for approval. They include (1) Rs 588.427 million capacity building and revitalisation of GECT, GCET, ATC, PITE and Bureau of Curriculum and extension centre, Quetta,( 2) revitalising existing teacher training institutions and their programmes for improving the quality of primary & middle school education in Sindh under Canadian debt swap.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 23/07/2006)
PM approves Rs8bn sewage treatment plant


KARACHI, July 29: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has approved setting up a sewerage treatment plant for Karachi at a cost of Rs8 billion which would be jointly funded by federal and provincial governments for treating more than 300 million gallons of untreated sewage passing through Karachi and falling into sea every day.

He was presiding over a meeting in which he was given a presentation on development projects at the Governor’s House. It was attended by Governor Sindh Ishratul Ibad Khan, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, Naib City Nazim Nasreen Jalil, Chief Secretary and senior officers.


Syed Mustafa Kamal said currently 173 projects are under way, including construction of eight underpasses, revamping of water lines and construction of a 800-car parking plazas in Saddar at a cost of Rs20 billion, and water lines are being revamped.


The prime minister appreciated the commitment of city administration in building infrastructure for Karachi and said low cost of production, availability of skilled manpower and improvement in law and order situation would turn Karachi into a destination of choice for local and foreign investment.

He said economic potential of Karachi cannot be leveraged without attracting sizeable foreign investment.


The provincial and city governments must make all out efforts to establish its brand and improve its image.Commenting on the need for hosing for low-income groups, the Prime Minister said that unless a city adequately prepares itself for planned low-cost housing, there is no way of preventing the emergence of katchi abadis.

The City Nazim also gave a briefing on the 46-storey IT Call Centre. In addition to being the tallest building in the country, it would be earthquake-resistant and would have solar panels fixed all round it, thus enabling it to generate 1.2MW per day.

(Dawn-17, 30/07/2006)

Hell let loose

By Aoun Sahi
The present rains, despite tall claims of city district government and Wasa officials, exposed the poor drainage system and inefficient planning of civic agencies, compounding the miseries and hardships of people as rainwater entered houses and damaged the power and telecommunication networks in many parts of the city.

The city district government officials had claimed they were well prepared this year to handle monsoon rains in the city but it all came down with the very first rains. Life was disrupted once again as roads all across the city became submerged in water, restricting movement.

Most of the people could not go out of their houses throughout the day and the vehicles which ventured out, remained stuck in the deep rainwater on major roads. Many markets did not open for two days due to a flood-like situation in the city. Hundreds of telephones went out of order and the power supply remained suspended for hours in several localities.

The worst of all is that six people were killed and over a dozen injured due to rains in the city this season. The roof of a shoe factory on Sultan Mehmood Road, Mahmood Booti, collapsed in the rain on Tuesday morning, killing two unfortunate workers, Malik Bashir and Muhammad Nasir. Both were from Vehari and had come to Lahore to earn bread and butter for their families.

Shabbir, 22, and one-year-old Amina died as the roof of their house collapsed in Madina Town of Harbanspura. In another incident, Ahsan Ali, 20, was killed when the shade of his house's drawing room collapsed in Sahwari on Shalamar Link Road. He was standing in front of his house when the shade collapsed and fell on him. He received serious head injuries and died at a hospital.

Tajpura scheme and its surrounding localities were the worst hit by heavy rain and its aftermath. In many of these areas a 10-feet high flood submerged low-lying homes. In Tajpura an 18-year-old local rescuer Muhammad Shahid died trying to rescue children as the rainwater inundated the basement of the Special Children Home, Life Care Centre building, run by an NGO.

According to people of the locality he had already rescued two children but when he went down in basement for the third time to rescue the belongings of children, a wall of the building collapsed which caused his death. Later, rangers and Rescue 1122 officials recovered his body, said Hafiz Shahzad, resident of E-Block Tajpura scheme.

He has very strong reason to prove that government agencies are responsible for this havoc in Tajpura scheme. "In most of the blocks of the locality there is no drainage system. The present drainage system in the locality is unable to dispose off water in normal days. Just a week before this tragic incident we staged a protest in front of the locality demanding sewerage system for Tajpura scheme. We have also requested Town Nazim to change the sewerage, still no result," he adds.

"It is a reality that Tajpura is a low lying area and still there are several open plots in the locality which are 15 to 20 feet deep and full of rain water, Wasa should dewater these plots first to avoid any accident," suggests Shehzad.

But Chaudhry Muhammad Ashraf, Town Nazim Aziz Bhatti Town, under whose jurisdiction the area falls, says that the Tajpura Scheme is a scheme of Lahore Development Authority (LDA) and town administration is not allowed to do any development work in such schemes

"LDA passes its housing plans while Wasa is the authority responsible for drainage in the locality. We are not allowed to do any development work, including laying down of sewerage, in housing schemes of LDA, but we can demand from the district government or provincial government to start some development schemes in these locality. We have already sent summary to the chief minister that the diameter of its sewerage system is not enough to de-water the whole locality. The present sewerage would be changed with a wider one and also it's our principal stance that the water of this area should be disposed off in Mian Mir Drain and not In Sukh Nehar. Chief Minister has accepted it and work on it will start soon," he adds. Muhammad Ashraf feels sorry for the tragic incident of death of a young boy and quotes it as 'tragic mishap'.

Tajpura is not the only locality which has faced such tragic outcomes of the rain, Masood, who lives near Lal Pul, Gulshan Park, tells TNS that many of the houses in his locality were demolished completely or partially due to these rains. "Floors of many houses sank in our locality due to Wasa's negligence to dispose off water in time in the area," says Masood.

Wasa refused to take any responsibility. "Tajpura and its surrounding localities are situated in low lying area of the city, although we have a disposal station there but heavy rain and electricity fluctuation damaged the motors that used to dispose off water," says Imtiaz Ghauri, official spokesman of Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa) Lahore.

"District Nazim Mian Amir has already ordered to establish another disposal station at Butt Chowk, Tajpura, which will greatly help to manage the water drainage at Tajpura in future. Although we feel sorry for the tragic incident but Wasa is not responsible for it. In fact the boy was rescuing children from a basement of a building and was drowned due to accident," he adds.

(The News, 30/07/2006)

Heavy downpour hits power supply

KARACHI: The monsoon rains played havoc with the ill-maintained transmission and distribution system of the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC), as the whole city experienced prolonged power cuts with the first drop of rain on Sunday.

Despite, tall claims made by the new management of the KESC, regarding activation of its Rain Emergency Plan, almost half of the metropolis remained without electricity for hours, even after the rain stopped. 


Due to the downpour, dozens of wire snapping incidents were also reported and many residents complained that despite lodging complaints, the KESC staff did not arrive to remove the live broken wires from roads and streets, which posed a serious threat to lives of the people. According to the reports, at least one person was electrocuted after he came in contact with a live broken wire on Sharea Faisal.


At the time of filing of this report, a vast portion of the metropolis plunged into darkness and a blackout like situation prevailed everywhere in the city. The rains not only affected the KESC system, but it also played havoc with the communication system, including landline and cellular phone networks, which were badly affected due to the current spell of monsoon. 


The power supply disrupted for more than five hours in Federal B Area, Liaquatabad, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Scheme 33, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Gulshan-e-Maymar, Saddar, Gaddap, North Karachi, Malir, Malir Cantt, North Nazimabad, Buffer Zone, Garden, Defence, Clifton, Mehmoodabad, Landhi, Korangi, Quaidabad, PECHS, Bahadurabad, Lyari, Baldia Town, Site and other areas.

The power breakdowns caused an acute water shortage in many areas, as power disruption also hit the pumping stations of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB).


Meanwhile, before the rain started, a major power breakdown hit the metropolis in the wee hours of Sunday, when power supply from Jamshoro Circuit got suspended. According to officials, heavy downpour caused the breakdown in Jamshoro due to which Jamshoro-Bin Qasim Circuit got tripped. 

They added that the breakdown persisted for three hours in Defence, Clifton, Malir, Gulshan-e-Hadeed, Khokhrapar, II Chundrigar Road, Old City Areas etc and power supply was normalised at about 6am. 


Due to the power cuts, production in Pakistan Steel Mills came to a halt, as erratic jerks from KESC caused tripping of plants and Pakistan Steel power generation system.


A spokesman for the KESC said that power feeders in the metropolis got tripped as soon as the rain started and the power utility tried to switch on the feeders during the rain, but they tripped again. “Our engineers are working to normalise the city power supply and those areas, which are still without electricity will soon be normalised. However, areas affected due to cable faults will take a longer time to repair,” he added.


Citizens complained that the KESC staff deputed at local and centralised complaint centres did not bother to attend the phone calls, so that the complaints are lodged. They said that it becomes impossible for a person to connect and lodge his complaint with 118, which remained constantly engaged.

There were reports that many city areas remained without power for a total duration of 10 to 15 hours. 

COMMUNICATION NETWORK: Rain also caused disruption in the telecommunication network of the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) and mobile phone companies.

In many areas, thousands of telephone subscribers experienced problems like faults in telephones, noise disruption and cross-talk due to the rains. 


Similarly, the communication network of mobile phone companies was also badly affected and many subscribers of four leading cell phone companies faced connectivity problems.

However, when a spokesman of the PTCL was contacted, he denied occurrence of any breakdown in the company’s system.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, The News, 31/07/2006)
Uplift works not affected by heavy showers: Kamal

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the officials concerned to make immediate arrangements for draining out rainwater accumulated in several places in the metropolis. 

He issued the directives during his five-hour-long emergency visit to various localities of the city on Sunday to inspect uplift projects and arrangements for monsoon rains. 


Mustafa Kamal inspected ongoing uplift projects at Corridor-I and asked the KW&SB to drain out the rainwater accumulated at the National Stadium and Hasan Square areas. 


During his visit to Gharibabad, Liaquatabad and Nazimabad underpasses, he issued directive for repairing broken manhole cover and 11-KV electricity line at Liaquatabad underpass. 

The city Nazim visited North Nazimabad, Orangi Town, Surjani Town, Baldia and Lyari, besides he inspected situation at Lyari and Malir rivers where CDGK has made arrangements for draining out rainwater. He undertook inspection of Gujjar Nullah in Nazimabad, Picture Nullah, Hijrat Colony Nullah and other storm-water drains which were recently cleaned and desilted by KW&SB. 

He also visited Mehmudabad and adjoining low-lying areas and instructed DCO Fazlur Rehman to get rainwater pumped out during night at places where it was accumulated. 


Kamal said the situation is under control after heavy downpours in the city due to efforts of CDGK, town and UC administrations. He claimed that uplift works remained unaffected and continued as the city government had already put all departments on high alert in view of expected monsoon showers. 

He said the roads where rainwater was accumulated would be cleaned completely if the city did not receive downpour on Monday. The city Nazim said that CDGK Fire Brigade staff, with the help of the town administration, pumped out rainwater entered in a house in Baldia town. 


At Lea Market Chowk, rescue team of the same department took quick action on complaints about caving in of roof of three shops while in Orangi Town a relief team was dispatched to Pahar Ganj locality to help affected people. 

He said CDGK had evacuated the population around Gujjar Nullah with the help of Gulberg town administration and shifted them to a nearest camp. 


Meanwhile, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, declaring emergency in CDGK due to start of monsoon rains, called all the staff of Works and Services, Health, Parks, Fire Brigade and other departments concerned on duty. 

He assigned duties of officers and staff at emergency centres where they would discharge their duty in three shifts. 


The Nazim asked citizens to lodge rain-related complaints on telephone numbers: 9205605 and 9203443 (DCO Control Room); 9215007-8 (Fire Headquarters); 9246268 and 9276316 (Gulistan-i-Mustafa Fire Station); 5015885 and 5015388 (Landhi Fire Station); 2528090 and 2527521 (Lyari Fire Station); CDGK helpline 134; Fire Brigade Control Room 16. Besides, people can also lodge their complaints on telephone NOs: 9232416, 9232455, 9232462 and 9230060.

(The News, 31/07/2006)
Four die as rain lashes Karachi

KARACHI, July 30: Four people were killed in rain-related incidents as the first monsoon downpour hit the city on Sunday.

The midday cloudburst turned the streets of the provincial capital into running streams. Thousands of people waded through the water accumulated on the streets as the rains flooded streets and disrupted road transport network.


The first rainfall of the season exposed the tall claims of the city government that the city’s drainage system had been improved and the rainwater would not accumulate anywhere. People waded through the knee-deep water at various places in the city where the accumulated water did not find a way to move out.


Many cars and motorbikes broke down as the accumulated water entered their engines. The broken down vehicles were seen stationary at many places and their owners were seen looking for mechanics, who fleeced them. A number of motorcyclists were seen pulling away their motorbikes and looking for mechanics.


Owing to the flooded roads and streets by rainwater, the traffic movement was badly affected and the power suspension put off the electronic traffic signals. The traffic moved in a haphazard manner due to which a number of minor accidents took place. The traffic police disappeared and the area’s youths were seen at few places regulating the unruly vehicles’ movement.


Although it was Sunday and commuters were fewer in number, the shortage of public transport on the roads left people stranded at places.


Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Rahim directed the officials concerned to ensure draining of rainwater to save citizens from trouble. He issued these orders during his visit to various localities.

A considerable number of people thronged the beaches including Hawkesbay and Seaview to have fun and enjoy the first monsoon downpour. In the absence of traffic police on the road, youngsters removed the silencers of their motorcycles and roared on the roads leading to the beaches of Clifton and Seaview.


The Met office said that 22mm rain was recorded on an average in its observatories across the city and forecast more rain with thundershower for Monday with the expected temperature rising up to 30 degrees Celsius.


Police and Edhi sources said that two people were swept away in the overflowing Malir river while they were near its bed. A motorcyclist lost his life on the Northern Bypass when his bike skidded on the slippery road and a man was electrocuted near Hotel Mehran when a wire snapped and fell on him on Sharea Faisal.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal also paid a visit to various areas and issued directives for measures to mitigate the people’s suffering. He witnessed the accumulation of rainwater at the Hasan Square intersection and ordered its early draining. He also visited the underpasses and other development projects.

He noticed that Mehmoodabad and its adjoining areas had been inundated by rainwater causing hardship to residents and road users. He directed the officials concerned to immediately drain out the rainwater using pumps. He said the situation was under control and if it did not rain on Monday, the standing water would be drained out.


TRAINS: Hundreds of passengers had to postpone their journey to upcountry as the Pakistan Railways cancelled its 11 trains after a railway bridge in the interior of Sindh was swept away by the flood as a result of heavy rains.

Passengers staged a protest and ransacked ticket counters at the railway stations here on Sunday after the railway authorities told them to get refund of their ticket money on Monday. The railway authorities said that 11 trains were cancelled after a railway link broke off near the Ran Pathani railway station, 78 kilometers from Karachi.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-13, 31/07/2006)

Six die as rain wreaks havoc in Karachi

KARACHI: At least six people died and citizens faced great hardships as the metropolis received the heaviest rain of the monsoon season on Sunday. The rain played havoc with civic life, submerging lanes, streets and roads, causing prolonged power breakdowns in many areas and disrupting the communication system.


The city received 19.08mm rain on average — the heaviest since the first monsoon shower on July 6 — exposing the inefficiency of the city government and its various civic agencies, which miserably failed to keep life going.


The rain began to fall in late afternoon and continued till evening. The areas that received moderate showers included North Karachi, Buffer Zone, Federal B Area, Nazimabad, North Nazimabad, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, University Road, Gulshan-e-Jamal, Malir, National Highway, adjacent areas of Super Highway, Clifton, Defense, Saddar, II Chundrigar Road and its neighbouring areas. The Met Office recorded an average of 19.08 millimetres rain in the metropolis and forecast cloudy weather with chances of rain/thundershower for Monday (today) and Tuesday. 


Sunday’s rain brought down the temperature in the city. But the pleasant change in the weather brought little joy to citizens, who continued to suffer frequent power breakdowns due the tripping of feeders throughout the day. 


Rainwater accumulated on major roads and streets, causing hardships to motorists and residents. Many people complained about the apathetic attitude of the officials concerned towards the plight of the people. They said their lanes were full of water and they could not make any use of their vehicles. 


Many motorists whose vehicles had broken down on submerged roads complained of being overcharged by mechanics. Citizens also complained that traffic jams occurred although Sunday being the weekly holiday there was not much traffic on roads. The absence of traffic police made matters worse, they said. 


Pedestrians, too, faced difficulties. They said all roads were inundated and sewage had mixed with rainwater. Citizens also complained of being fleeced by cabbies and rickshaw drivers, who demanded high fares. 


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal visited different areas and ordered relief work on an emergency basis. City government officials said they had deployed their staff along the Malir and Lyari rivers to monitor the water level. 


The Met Office recorded an average of 19.08mm rain in the metropolis. The Met Office recorded 20mm rain at the PAF Base Masroor, 18mm rain at the Karachi airport, 22mm rain at the PAF Base Faisal, 18.5mm in North Karachi and 16.9mm rain in the University Road area. 

The minimum and maximum temperatures recorded in the city were 27.5 degrees and 33.5 degrees Celsius, respectively. Humidity in the air was recorded 100 per cent. According to the forecast for Monday, the maximum temperature will range between 32 to 34 degrees Celsius. At least six people, including two children, lost their lives in various rain-related accidents in different parts of the city.

Shahzaib Saeed, 12, and his 10-year-old sister, Naheed Saeed, residents of Siraj Goth near Kathoor Moor, drowned in Jhirando Nadi, an outlet of the Malir River in the Gaddap police jurisdiction, on Sunday night.


Residents told The News that, due to the heavy rain, the water level increased in Jhirando Nadi and both children were stuck in the water. Their parents with the help of other people tried to save them but failed. A strong current swept the children away.

A witness told The News that he informed police, an Edhi centre and the Fire Brigade and a fire tender reached there belatedly but returned without making any effort to retrieve the bodies of the unfortunate children.


Sources in the Fire Brigade told The News, “When our team reached in the vicinity, it was complete dark. We do not have proper arrangements, so we returned.” A search operation would be started on Monday morning, the sources added.


Two young shepherds were fear dead when they disappeared in the Malir River that had become flooded due to rainwater. Khan Muhammad, a passer-by, who lives in the locality, told The News that, during the rain two youths belonging to the Kolhi family, who were gazing a herd of goats, were collecting their cattle near Ansari Pul along the Super Highway. In the meantime, some goats fell into the Malir River. The youths jumped into the river to save their cattle, but drowned. Following the incident, Khan Muhammad informed police and people in a nearby village about the incident. 


Police and rescuers of the Edhi Foundation were searching for the bodies. Imdad Ali, 30, received critical injuries when his motorcycle slipped while he was passing through the Northern Bypass in the Maripur police jurisdiction on Sunday night.


Some passers-by took the injured to the Murshad Hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds. Later, the body was shifted to the Civil Hospital and then placed in the Edhi morgue. Saeed, 50, a plumber by profession, was electrocuted while he was working in a local hotel in the Frere police jurisdiction. Other workers of the hotel took Saeed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where doctors pronounced him dead.

(By Muhammad Zeeshan Azmat & AH Khanzada, The News, 31/07/2006)
AUGUST

24 die as rain cripples Karachi

At least 24 people, including seven children, lost their lives in different rain-related incidents as heavy rain continued to lash the metropolis on Monday. In the absence of electricity and failure to drain accumulated rainwater from road networks of the city, the two-day monsoon downpour created a nightmare like situation for the Karachiites. 


The current spell of monsoon rain continued for the second consecutive day on Monday as the city received downpour and intermittent rain throughout the day. According to the meteorological department, the metropolis has so far received near 79mm rain on average after the two day spell. 


The miseries of motorists, commuters using public transport and pedestrians were exacerbated due to flooding and clogging of major arteries, adjoining roads and streets in the city. The public transport vehicles, including Urban Transport scheme and other public buses, minibuses and coaches, were scarcely found on thoroughfares of the city. In such a situation, commuters had no option but to succumb to the demand for exorbitant fares by taxi and rickshaw drivers to reach their destinations. 


The citizens bearing excruciating conditions on roads, in their residential localities and workplaces severely criticised the performance of the civic agencies in the city including city government and cantonment boards owing to their complete failure in ensuring drainage of the accumulated rainwater. 

The prolonged spells of power failure, which in certain instances continued for more than 24 hours, have turned the lives of the citizens miserable. The networks of telecommunication including that of PTCL and many cellular phone services were also adversely hit. 


The gutters and manholes were overflowing in many areas of the city and rainwater and sewage was entering houses and residential complexes and also seeping into drinking water pipelines. 

The city government, town municipal administrations and other concerned civic agencies failed to install water sucking pumps in many major affected localities of the city till late on Monday evening. 


The II Chundrighar Road, one of the busiest thoroughfares, was badly damage after Monday’s downpour. Many vehicles were seen stuck on the major artery due to flooding of rainwater. The accumulation of rainwater and flooding of roads equally disturbed life and movement of vehicles in posh localities of the city, including Defence, Clifton, Tariq Road, Bahadurabad and PECHS. 


The road networks of Clifton and DHA areas were also inundated and in some instances submerged due to accumulation of rainwater. The worst hit was the KPT underpass at Schon Circle in Clifton, which was closed for vehicular traffic as it was fully clogged with rainwater. 


A resident of Defence area rang up The News offices and complained that storm water drains in many localities of DHA Phase-II extension were overflowing and accumulated rainwater had turned lives of residents and shopkeepers in the area miserable. 


The functioning of government offices, public, private, and commercial establishments in the city was seriously affected by thin attendance of officials and staff. A number of bank branches also did not provide services as they were not provided with cash due to crippling condition of road networks. 


The Director of Meteorological Department in Karachi Abdul Hameed said that another low-pressure system was heading towards the city from Rajhastan and it would hit the metropolis by Tuesday afternoon or evening. 

He said that new low-pressure system was fifth system of the current monsoon season after hitting the metropolis it would bring more showers in Karachi and areas of lower Sindh for another 24 to 36 hours. 

He said that current system of monsoon rain, which had been heading from East to West, had become weakening but it still continued to rain till the late hours on Monday for the second consecutive day. 

Meanwhile, according to the met office after two days of the highest rain recorded in the city was 88.0 mm at its North Karachi observatory and that was till 8 pm on Monday. The University Road met office recorded 62.4 mm rain till 5 pm, PAF Base Masroor observatory recorded 81.0 mm till 8 pm, Karachi Airport recorded 80.9 mm till 8 pm, and PAF Faisal observatory recorded 82.0 mm rain till 5 pm. 


The minimum and maximum temperature recorded on Monday were 24.0 degree Centigrade and 28.3 degree C with 92 per cent humidity in the atmosphere. The intermittent spells of rain continued in the city till late Monday evening. 


The deaths occured mainly due to electrocution and roof collapse incidents. Four members of a family received injuries when the roof of their house collapsed in a hilly area of the Abidabad locality of Baldia Town in the Mouchko police jurisdiction in wee hours of Monday.


Defying the driving rain, which fell intermittently, area residents rescued the injured and rushed them to a nearby hospital. Three of the injured were identified as Aasiya Khalid, her three-year-old brother, Asif, and father Khalid Mehmood. Her mother, who was also injured, could not be identified. Later, Aasiya succumbed to her injuries.


Rescuers told The News that the nightlong downpour caused a landslide that fell on the roof of the house, which collapsed. Samreen Mushtaq, three-year-old daughter of Mushtaq, received serious injuries when the roof of her house partially collapsed in Nusrat Bhutto Colony in the Shahra-e-Noorjahan police limits.

The girl was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced her dead on arrival. The body was handed over to relatives of the deceased. Saba Shakoor, four-year-old daughter of Abdul Shakoor, resident of Labour Square, Korangi No 1 1/2, was electrocuted while she was enjoying herself in the rainwater in her house.


Her parents brought her to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where doctors pronounced her dead. The parents took the body without legal formalities. Rahib, 10-year-old son of Maqsood, a resident of Garden West, disappeared in the Lyari River while he was playing in Pak Colony police jurisdiction. The river was in flood due to rainwater. 


Rahib had come along with his family to see a few relatives. A search for his body had not been successful till the filling of this report. Murad Ali, 12-year-old son of Ghulam Ali, a resident of Chanaisar Goth, Mehmoodabad, was electrocuted when he touched a live electric pole while enjoying himself within in the rain near his house. His body was shifted to the JPMC, from where his relatives took the body home without legal formalities. 


Fayyaz Ali, 35, and a 28-year-old unidentified passer-by received serious injuries when an old tree fell on them due to heavy rain near the Denso Hall while they were passing through the locality in the Risala police jurisdiction.


Area residents rescued them and rushed them to the Civil Hospital, where doctors proclaimed them dead on arrival. Irfan Aziz, 23, a resident of Dehli Colony, was electrocuted when he touched a snapped electric wire near Mooti Masjid, Teen Talwaar. 


Area people informed police, who shifted the body to the JPMC and then handed it over to the deceased's family. Aziz, who worked at a shop in Gulf Shopping Mall, was on his way to work when he received an electric sock and died.


Farhan Mukhtar, 22, a resident of Gul-e-Rana Colony, received an electric shock when he touched a live electric pole while passing Safaid Masjid near his residence in the Soldier Bazaar police limits. His body was shifted to the Civil Hospital and then handed over to Mukhtar's relatives after legal formalities.


Akhtar Abbas, a junk-dealer by profession and a resident of Jet Lines, was electrocuted while he was opening his shop in the Brigade police limits. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital, from where relatives of the deceased took it home without legal formalities.


Muzaffar Ali, 17, a resident of Ayub Goth, was electrocuted near the bus terminal of D-7 minibus route in Sohrab Goth. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and then handed over to relatives of the deceased.

An unidentified passer-by was electrocuted near the Main Office of the MCB on II Chundrigar Road in the Mithadar police limits. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital and then placed in the Edhi morgue, where it was yet to be identified till the filling of this report.


An unidentified teenager was also electrocuted when near Preshan Chowck in the Mominabad police jurisdiction while he was passing through the locality during the rain. Area residents identified the body and informed the family of the deceased, who took the body to their home.


A 40-year-old unidentified man received serious injuries when a jeep coming from Hyderabad overturned on the Super Highway in the Sachchal police jurisdiction in the wee hours of Monday. The highway had turned slippery due to rain.

The injured was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. The body was handed over to the family of the deceased after legal formalities.


Imran, a young man, received critical injuries when his motorbike slipped on the Maripur Road during the downpour in the Manghopir area. The injured was rushed to a nearby hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The body was later shifted to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities.


Farhan in Surjani Town, Sharafat in Baldia Town, Michael in PIB Colony and Aalam in North Nazimabad were reportedly electrocuted when they touched live electric poles during the rain. Their bodies were not brought to any hospital.


Sources in the medico-legal sections of major city hospitals told The News that the number of the dead could be much higher, as the relatives of deceased persons took their bodies without legal formalities.

Sumbul Nisar, two-year-old daughter of Nisar, a resident of Sector 14-C Orangi Town, was buried alive and her 10-year-old sister, Marjeena, and father Nisar, a worker of Muttahida Qaumi Movement, were injured when a wall of their house fell in Bilal Colony Orangi Town within the Pakistan Bazaar police jurisdiction.


Naeema, 42, wife of Kamran, a resident of Touheed Colony, Orangi Town, received serious injuries when a wall of her house fell in the Mominabad police jurisdiction. The injured housewife was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where she breathed her last. Two minor children drowned in the Machli Bazaar area in Sector 12 of Orangi Town. Area residents retrieved one body, while search for the other was going on.

(By AH Khanzada & Muhammad Azeem Samar, The News-1, 01/08/2006)

Nine more people die


KARACHI, July 31: As many as nine people lost their lives in rain-related accidents, pushing the death toll to 15 since Sunday, when the city received its first monsoon downpour.

In Abidabad, Baldia Town, a landslide claimed the life of a 1-1/2-year-old girl and injured her three-year-old brother.

Police said the landslide occurred in the hilly area of Abidabad. It damaged the house and also caused injuries to other family members.


Area people recovered the body of the girl child, Aasia, and her trapped brother Asif. The injured family members were taken to a nearby private hospital.

A 17-year-old boy died from a snapped electric wire in Ayub Goth in the limits of Sohrab Goth police station.

In the Jutland Line area, junk dealer Akhtar Abbas died of electrocution in his shop.


In Clifton, 20-year-old Irfan was electrocuted reportedly when he switched on a water pump in the compound of an apartment complex.


In Mehmoodabad and North Nazimabad 16-year-old Murad Ali and Alam, 15, died while playing in the rainwater where a snapped electric wire was reportedly lying unattended.


In Mithahdar, 55-year-old Fayyaz Ali died when he reportedly stepped into rainwater where current was passing from a nearby electric pole.


An man was electrocuted on I.I Chundrigar Road while he was wading through the knee-deep water near the MCB Tower.

The unidentified victim was 25 years old.


In the Solider Bazar area, 20-year-old Farhan died of electrocution while walking through the street. A 10-year-old boy, Rahib, was swept away in the Lyari river in the Old Golimar area. Area people tried to retrieve the body but failed.

(Dawn-17, 01/08/2006)

Rain havoc in Karachi


COMPLETE collapse was inevitable in a city where the infrastructure barely copes even at the best of times. The heavy downpour on Sunday and Monday, predicted two days in advance by the Met office, brought Karachi to a standstill despite official assertions that the city was fully prepared for the monsoon season. The city government claimed in recent weeks that drains and sewers had been cleaned and blockages removed. By Monday morning, however, large sections of major roads lay submerged, with one thoroughfare becoming so unsafe for motorists that it had to be cordoned off by the traffic police. Broken-down vehicles littered the streets while pedestrians waded through noxious pools of filth and water. Full to the brim with rainwater, the KPT underpass in Clifton resembled a mini-canal with several feet-high water trapped there, belying tall claims about the mega project’s sophisticated drainage system. Meanwhile, the performance of the KESC was even more dismal than expected, with most parts of Karachi deprived of power for hours on end from Sunday afternoon onwards. So far, two days of rain have reportedly caused at least six deaths.


Karachi’s experience is by no means unique. In recent days, other cities and towns have seen how the blessing of rain can turn into a nightmare in the absence of an adequate drainage and sewerage system. Nor is this a one-off phenomenon — it happens year after year but it seems that no lessons are learned. Even if they are recognised, deficiencies in the infrastructure usually remain uncorrected in this endless cycle of civic mismanagement. Besides damage control, attention ought also to be given to preventive measures. Some of the massive projects initiated by the Karachi city government are of vital importance but they must not be the sole focus. There can be no excuse for failing to upgrade and maintain the existing infrastructure.

(Dawn-7, 01/08/2006)

Clifton underpass lake


AS a citizen I protest the negligence exercised during the designing and construction of the Clifton underpass.  Just 24 hours of rain has converted the underpass into an 18 feet deep lake, causing untold misery, chaos and literally washing away 180 million rupees of taxpayers’ money. 


Not surprising that a foreigner, after taking one look at the Clifton underpass, said that in his country whoever designed such an underpass would be in jail in no time and would be banned from all government contracts.  Whoever approved that project would also be serving time alongside.  Even the Moenjadaro era artisans did a far better drainage job.  


The other great monstrosity gifted to the citizens of Karachi, the 225-million-rupee wasteful water fountain, has already packed up in its first three months of operation and closed down under the pretext of maintenance.  Would the government account for this blatant squandering of taxpayers’ money and hold the individuals concerned accountable? The citizens of Karachi should for once unite and demand action.

NAEEM SADIQ, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 02/08/2006)

City govt responsible for flooding of underpass, says KPT


KARACHI, Aug 1: Chairman of the Karachi Port Trust Vice-Admiral Ahmed Hayat on Tuesday blamed the city government for the flooding of the KPT underpass at Clifton, alleging that due to the choking of drainage nullahs in the area, rainwater made its way into the underpass.


Talking to newsmen at the site, he spelled out the remedial measures to be taken, and claimed that the in-built system of underpass for the removal of accumulated water was functioning properly. However, he added, owing to the inflow from adjoining roads, the underpass was flooded.

“The underpass flooded due to inefficiency of the CDGK as rainwater drainage system of the adjoining roads was choked. They have completely failed in looking after city’s infrastructure and providing relief to masses,” he alleged, saying the underpass was perfectly built and there was no problem in its design.


Referring to the accumulated rainwater on the roads near Teen Talwar, he said all the water which should have been flown into the rainwater drains had been diverted towards the underpass which caused immense pressure on the project’s in-built pumps for removal of extra water.


“We have employed five fire-tenders and three suction pumps to flush out the accumulated water while our teams are also trying to remove water from roads in order to prevent further inflow of rainwater,” he said, adding that the removed rainwater was being drained into the Khayam Canal.

He pointed out that the CDGK was using wipers and buckets for the removal of water from roads and underpasses in the city while the only KPT was only organisation that had employed heavy machinery and equipment to carry out the same work at the Clifton underpass.


“We can also provide our machinery, equipment and experts to the CDGK to enable it to maintain the city’s infrastructure and provide relief to citizens,” he said.

In reply to a question, he expressed the hope that by Tuesday night or Wednesday morning, the Clifton underpass would be cleared of water and the vicinity would be reopened to vehicular traffic.

(Dawn-19, 02/08/2006)

Death toll increases to 18, as three more die

KARACHI, Aug 1: Three children, including two brothers, died in rain-related incidents on Tuesday raising the death toll to 18 since the first downpour on Sunday. At least nine persons died in rain-related incidents majority of them due to electrocution on Monday while four such deaths were reported on Sunday.

Two brothers fell into a several feet deep ditch in Saudabad and died.


A duty officer of the Saudabad police station said that Muhammad Tabish, 12, and Muhammad Diam, 11, were playing in football ground, when they fell into the deep ditch filled with rainwater. He said that the ground was dug up for construction purposes.


One of the children playing in the ground fell into the ditch. In a bid to save his brother life, Tabish jumped into the water but drowned. Area people recovered the bodies and police shifted them to Jinnah hospital for legal formalities.


In Garden area, a 12-year-old boy was electrocuted.

Police and area people said that the young boy was playing in the rain water when he got electrocuted. He was rushed to a nearby hospital where doctors pronounced him dead.

Later, the body was sent to the civil hospital for legal formalities by the police.


RECOVERED: The body of a young man, who was swept away by strong currents along with his four friends, was washed ashore at the Sandspit Beach on Tuesday.

According to the in charge of Hawkesbay Emergency and Rescue Centre, a group of five friends had drowned in the sea, but life guards rescued three of them. They were provided first aid treatment at the emergency and rescue centre of the city government. He said that the body recovered on Tuesday was identified as Usman, 25. The body of Maqsood could not be recovered yet, he added.

(Dawn-17, 02/08/2006)

So how long did it take you to get home?

KARACHI: What causes more heartburn in Karachi is not the rain but the standing water it leaves behind which clogs up the city’s traffic. The past couple of days have been no exception. 

From pedestrians to commuters, everyone complained of being stuck in some part of the city because of the increased water levels that caused the traffic to move at a snail’s pace. 


Unlike most, some people actually dared to challenge the torrential rain and made an attempt to reach their workplace, especially those working in the private sector. 


Syed Sajid Hussain Shah is a banker who works on I I Chundrigar Road. He is a resident of Gulshan-e-Iqbal and took the route from Clifton to Sharea Faisal through the FTC flyover when going back. 

“It took me three hours to get from Clifton to Sharea Faisal because of traffic jams on Submarine Chowk and Schon Circle as well as due to water accumulation near Kalapul and before the FTC flyover. I could not opt for another route because I.I. Chundrigar was flooded too.” 


Shah said that flooding on this particular road is an annual problem and he has been witnessing the clogging of water for years now. He criticized the civic bodies for not taking notice of one of the most important commercial areas in the city. 

The banker, and many others like him, also question the quality of work done recently on I.I. Chundrigar Road, parts of which caved in on Sunday. 


Ishrat Hussain is another employee who works in National Bank of Pakistan on the same road. “Work was pretty slow that day so I got off early and decided to head off home before the water level on the street rose but it was obviously unavoidable once I stepped out and because I chose to take public transport I had to walk through that flood all the way till Tower. I got on the bus at around 1pm and reached home at 4!” he exclaimed. It usually takes him 40 minutes to reach Gulshan-e-Umair, where he lives. “However I’m glad I took the wise decision to leave early, otherwise I would’ve been stuck for longer hours if I left in the evening,” he adds. 


The overcrowded public buses made it even more difficult for the working women to return home. They complained of men occupying the seats in the ladies compartment in the buses. “I was the only woman in the bus and had to literally stand on the footboard of the bus on my way back from work because I felt uncomfortable and suffocated between the men,” said a teacher who returned home two hours later than her usual time. 


Distances of a few minutes also took hours. Dr. Akhtar Aziz Khan, an anaesthesiologist complains: “Its barely a 20 minute drive from Shaheed-e-Millat to Civil Hospital but it took me two hours to get there. I was strictly required to be there on time because I had to deliver a lecture. From the team of 43 doctors, only 2 showed up due to which I had to reschedule my lecture for Friday.” 

He said that he had spent the entire night working on the slides because he was sure the lecture would not be postponed. “The situation of the flooded roads was horrible.” 


However not every one was upset. One notable exception was Adnan Salim, a businessman who has a factory in Super Highway Industrial Area. He takes the route to the industrial area through Super Highway and was saved from the mess and enjoyed the heavy showers on way to work. 


Salim, a resident of Gulshan-e-Iqbal, said that the route from Abul Hasan Ispahani Road to the Industrial Area through the super highway was free from flooding. 


Having a four-wheel drive in wet conditions, however, is definitely an advantage. Nadeem Ahmad whose factory is located in the Korangi industrial area said that the road from Clifton to Korangi was entirely flooded and he was able to make it to work only because he had a four-wheel drive. 


“It seemed to be the worst ever monsoon, the water level just kept rising around Teen Talwar and the water clogged in the Clifton underpass was around nine foot deep. The sidewalks and dividers between roads were not visible either. My office is near the Shell gas station nearby and I didn’t know how to get there from Agha’s supermarket where my sister dropped me. Thanks to this truck driver who gave me a lift,” smiles Saad Qureshi, an employee at AKD Investment Management Limited. 

It is true that nature brings rain, which later evaporates it too, but what is the role of authorities here? With predictions of more downpours in the coming few weeks, they cannot get away by saying that problems like these are inevitable. 


Instead of blaming the plastic bags and blocked drains for water clogging, the civic bodies need to understand that precautions should be taken to avoid this mess that makes rain more of a pain for people.

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-4, 02/08/2006)
Bursting sewerage lines caused flooding of underpasses

KARACHI: The stagnant water in the aftermath of the heavy rainfall in the two underpasses, Liaquatabad and Nazimabad, resulted from the bursting of sewerage lines, which was being pumped out, and these lines have been tapped with huge collars.

This was stated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal while talking to The News when asked about the scene at these two underpasses after the rainfall.


The Nazim said it was the main rising line which extended till the TPI Site Area but that this had been tapped.

He hoped that this water will be cleared over the next 48 hours. The huge main sewerage lines at the Liaquatabad underpass got burst all of a sudden due to some pressure during the rainfall.


Mustafa said extra staff had been appointed to complete the task.


Regarding Sohrab Goth, he said there was no complaint of stagnant water there . Replying to a question about all the major roads of Karachi he said water from all the roads in government limits has been cleared. However, work is still in progress in some areas.


Mustafa said his staff also cleared the roads which belonged to cantonment areas but as a Nazim he had to tell the citizens in various areas that this was not his jurisdiction or limit. He said the storm water channel opposite the FTC did not belong to the city government but to the cantonment area, and yet it had been cleared by city government staff.


Mustafa said a Nullah of Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) opposite Karachi airport was also cleared by his staff , thus different areas which belonged to different agencies were taken care of by the city government staff.

He mentioned I I Chundrigar Road and said all the potholes on this road had been cleared but it was surprising that after the rainfall whole road has been battered.


The Nazim said though nazim of city but has to look after the cantonment areas like in Bath Island and Clifton areas.

To a question about the Saddar Empress Market where ankle deep water is still visible and said it is in cantonment area.


Referring to KPT under pass Mustafa said water like swimming pool was visible just because all the exists were closed with cement which made the situation worse.


Mustafa said he went there and opened all the exists and now water is gradually passing to Nehr-e-Khayam.

He said this was also not his jurisdiction.


The city Nazim said everything in the city was in control and now we have adopted a new strategy and technique trying to get a complete coordination of different agencies to inform us about their sensitive points.

He said rainfall is still there and city government staff along with central fire brigade was on the alert, working round the clock to facilitate the citizens.


Mustafa he himself was visiting different areas to see the whole city and get major obstructions cleared after the rainfall.


It is worth mentioning that different roads in the city have been washed away which is causing serious traffic hazards.


Mustafa smilingly said the press says that all 18 towns have been paralysed. 

He said he was facing this criticism with courage and trying to rectify things as early as possible.

Stinking water and with floating garbage can be seen all over the city as town administration claim that at some places the staff is short or no equipment.

(The News-3, 03/08/2006)
Six more die in rain-related incidents

KARACHI, Aug 2: As monsoon rains wreaked havoc on the city, six more deaths have been reported in rain related incidents. The death toll during the last four days has reached 24.

Among the dead included two young boys who fell in a ditch, while a construction worker died of electrocution, and three bodies were recovered in various localities. The bodies were recovered in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Teen Hatti and near Old Sabzimandi.


Farooq, 11, and Bashir, 10, died after falling in a ditch where rainwater had accumulated in Ittefaq Town in Baldia during the last three days.


Area people said the boys were playing in rainwater. Farooq reportedly first fell in the water-filled ditch followed by his friend Bashir who attempted to rescue him.

Area people and police recovered the bodies and shifted them to Civil Hospital.

A similar incident had occurred in Saudabad on Tuesday in which two brothers had died in the same manner in Saudia Ground.


Electrocution: A construction worker, Mohammad Yunus, 35, died of electrocution in Bhittaiabad while working during rain in Sachal area on Wednesday at Street 13 in Sachal police limits.


BODIES FOUND: Three bodies of victims of drowning were recovered on Wednesday.

Three-day-old body of Sardar Khan, 16, was recovered from beneath Lasbela Bridge. The body was shifted to Civil Hospital for legal formalities.


Another body was recovered from beneath Teen Hatti Bridge on Wednesday, police said. The victim was identified as Shahadat, 30, a resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal. Police and Edhi volunteers recovered the body and shifted it to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities. Police said that the victim was missing since last Sunday.

In another incident, an unidentified body of a 14-year-old girl was recovered from Lyari river near Old Sabzimandi.


Boy missing: The Madadgaar Help Line is in search of a missing 14-year-old boy, Azmat, who had disappeared from Muslim Town near Gulshan-i-Maimar, adds PPI.

Anyone with information with regard to his whereabouts could be provided to Surjani Town Police.

(Dawn-17, 03/08/2006)

Orangi roads badly affected by rains

KARACHI, Aug 2: The current spell of monsoon rains has badly affected routine life in the areas on the outskirts of the city, especially those where development work is in progress. As the rainwater has inundated and caused damage to main thoroughfares, motorists would avoid using them for fear of a plunge into potholes and ditches.


To prevent damage to their vehicles or getting stuck up, they have been driving through narrow streets and lanes as an alternative route.

The main thoroughfare between Banaras and Orangi which leads to Baldia town has sustained damage to the extent that it presents a look of a kacha track. Traffic moves on it at a snail’s pace and people traveling by public transport means experience long delays in reaching their destinations. At present, the distance usually covered in 30 minutes takes vehicles one hour to cover.

The authorities concerned have so far taken no measures to restore the roads in their original shape and ensure a smooth flow of traffic.


The road near Chandni Chowk is in a very bad condition with rainwater and sewage remaining stagnant for four days. The sewage-mixed rain water is also flowing on the main Orangi-Baldia road near Raja Tanveer Colony making it almost impossible for passengers to board a vehicle without wading through the pond of filthy water. Drivers also avoid picking them.

Local residents have urged the authorities concerned to take immediate measures to resolve the problem.

(Dawn-18, 03/08/2006)

People suffer as flood forces road closure

KARCHI, Aug 2: The Malir watercourse has flown as a majestic medium-size river for the last four days thanks to a fair amount of rainfall in its catchment area, silencing its detractors who insist on calling it a naddi, stream or rivulet.

However, it has flown over the spans of roads running across its bed. As a consequence, it has partially damaged the road and forced the diversion of traffic flow onto other roads, adding to the traffic jams caused by standing rainwater everywhere.


The most affected was the traffic bound for Landhi and Korangi that normally passes through the stretch between Qayyumabad and Korangi Crossing. Its traffic was shifted onto the Korangi Industrial Area Road, which is already battered by frequent breakdowns of sewers along it.


Even when it is dry, it is motorists’ nightmare. It is not only badly potholed, big chunks of its surface are missing altogether. Its link roads are in worse condition.

This causes snarls-up at both ends of the Jam Sadiq Ali bridge. At the one end of the bridge is the under-construction KPT flyover whereas its other end opens at the roundabout called Godown Chowrangi.

The flyover project, despite that work is being done on it day and night, will take several more months to complete. It surrounding roads have developed deep potholes.


A little upstream is the stretch that connects Mehmoodabad to the Korangi Industrial Area. This road also accommodates a heavy traffic, which now takes a detour through the Express Way and the Jam Sadiq bridge.


Further up is the span that connects Korangi’s Gulzar Colony to Shah Faisal Colony No 5. Another span running across the Malir riverbed joins the agricultural farms of Malir to Shah Faisal Colony 2. Here, a flyover is under construction that will connect Shah Faisal Colony to Korangi Industrial Area’s Singer Chowrangi.

This flyover will facilitate the movement of traffic across the river, on the one hand, and ease movement of upcountry-bound trailers and oil tankers.

Whereas the Lyari river is flanked by unplanned, shanty houses, the Malir river is enclosed on both sides with dykes built with the World Bank’s assistance to save the industrial area and some low-lying localities from being flooded.


The former city nazim, Niamatullah Khan, had announced that a bridge would be built over the river at the Korangi Crossing-Qayyumabad point, but nothing has followed.

Travellers on Korangi Road say that the current closure of the road and inconvenience to people emphasises the urgent need for a bridge.

(By Naseer Ahmed, Dawn-18, 03/08/2006)

Protesters ask for accountability 

Minister orders inquiry into underpass flooding

KARACHI: The Karachi Port Trust came under heavy public fire on Thursday as Minister of Ports and Shipping, Babar Khan Ghauri, ordered an inquiry into the debacle at the Clifton underpass. 

Public anger came to the forefront at a protest gathering of concerned citizens who gathered at the underpass on Thursday evening to ask why the underpass had been flooded and who was responsible for this. 


Amidst cries from people who wanted to know why the flooding occurred, the minister promised to inquire into why rainwater had gathered in the underpass and the adjoining areas. 


Ghauri said, “We welcome the protests against encroachments or grabbing of drains but this underpass is the government’s gift to Karachiites, therefore, this matter shouldn’t be dealt in such a negative way.”

In reply, a number of people, who had been called by some civic minded organisations, cried “Hisab Do, Hisab Do.” 


Ghauri told those gathered at the underpass that the number of flats in the Clifton area had increased immensely while the drainage lines are the same as before. “This is the main reason why a huge water pool has appeared at the underpass,” he said. 


Nearby shopkeepers complained that their business has been affected badly due to the water menace all over the place. “Since the first day of rain, my business has declined to zero as no one has turned up for shopping in the market!” a supermarket owner who did not want to be named, commented. 

A resident of Al-Habib Apartments in Bath Island was visibly angry and said that he hasn’t shaved for the past couple of days because filthy water has entered the underground water tank of his house and there was “no other option for the poor residents except to wait for their lives to get back to normal.” 


Another protestor, who preferred to introduce himself merely as a ‘Citizen of Karachi,’ criticised the KPT project, saying that “It’s a shame that a nation like us, who has always felt proud to have the atomic power, cannot build an underpass properly!”


People were comparing the situation with Lahore where they have a number of underpasses but no one has ever heard of them flooding. 


Interestingly, some children also participated in the demonstration, carrying banners and chanting slogans along with the adults who had come from different areas of Clifton and Defence to be a part of this event. 

“I don’t understand why the KPT constructed a project like this without considering all the emergency situations that could happen anytime!” said an affected resident of Clifton and an engineer by profession. He added, “if KPT wasn’t capable of maintaining this underpass in the situation of natural calamities, they should have consulted the City Government for it’s construction.”


Shehri, an NGO associated with the built environment, commented in a press release that the citizens of Karachi have suffered immense misery, damage to health and property and disruption of the daily lives because of gross wastefulness and criminal negligence on the part of KPT. 


Shehri said that the KPT had built a water fountain at a cost of Rs225 million. “The water fountain which is essentially a show piece is an insult to the residents of a city whose large majority has no drinking water, no electricity, no medical care and no ambulance service,” it commented. 


This fountain, suitably described as a ‘monument to misery’ having served the purpose of fooling the public now stands silent and inoperative in the middle of sea, it added. 


The NGO said that the KPT took over one year to build an underpass at Clifton at a cost of Rs180 million. “The underpass is so poorly designed that within hours of the first rain in Karachi, it was completely flooded and converted into a canal. This resulted in suspension of all traffic, complete disruption of the daily lives and damage to health and property of citizens,” said the press release. The underpass would now require many more months and many more millions for repair and complete rebuilding. 


Shehri said that the citizens also want to know as to why Nehr-e-Khayyam was being reclaimed and filled without proper drainage facilities for its adjoining areas. Heavy excavators have been used to remove the filling so that water from Clifton area could flow back into the sea, it noted. 

The citizens also want transparent accountability and public scrutiny of the underpass/flyovers projects, which have turned into lakes, causing untold misery to commuters and people living in the adjoining areas. 


The NGO said that the citizens demand accountability of those who built and approved these projects. “We want accountability on why precious state resources were misspent on irrelevant projects like the Water Fountain (Rs. 225 million) and the ill designed Clifton underpass (Rs180 million),” said Amber Allibhai of Shehri. 

“Karachi has become a stinking, sinking city,” cried Hamid Maker, one of the organisers of the event, while talking to The News. 

A member of the Helpline Trust, a consumer protection council, Maker said that there must be accountability for public funds.

Meanwhile, a KPT official told The News the Clifton underpass will be opened within 24-hours from Thursday evening. He stressed upon the number of pumping stations — 10 in number — that are being used for pumping out the rainwater. 

Contrary to the statement made by KPT official, the protesters were constantly saying that there are not more than three or four machines installed for the purpose. They even criticized that the pipes that are pumping out the rainwater are hardly two inches wide, i e very insufficient for the huge amount of water.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-3, 04/08/2006)
100 feared dead in Mardan bridge collapse

PESHAWAR: As flash floods caused by the second spell of heavy monsoon rains continued to play havoc across the country, particularly the NWFP, on Saturday, more than 120 people were feared dead, including 100 in Mardan alone, and over 20 in other districts of the province.


At least hundred people were believed to have drowned when gushing water of the Kalpani Nullah in Mardan swept away the main Par Hoti-Baghdada Bridge on Saturday morning where people had gathered to witness the unprecedented flood.


The Flood Relief Department, however, put the number of dead around 60. “We have so far recovered 32 bodies but according to information provided by the locals, 100 to 200 people had drowned in the bridge collapse incident,” district Nazim Himayatullah Mayar told The News from Mardan.


The administration has declared emergency across the district following the incident.

“There is no rescue operation from the Army or other organisations while locals supported by police and the district administration are making hectic efforts to search for survivors and fish out the bodies,” Mayar complained just before sunset with a weary and sinking voice.


A press release of the Inter-Services Public Relations and an official of the Flood Relief Department, Wali Khan, however said the Arm.y has reached the affected area. Besides rushing a number of divers and Jawans to the affected area, three boats are being operated in Kalpani to rescue survivors and recover the dead.


Wali Khan said there were contradictions about the number of those missing or killed but the death toll in the bridge collapse incident may be between 50-60.


Witnesses said those missing and killed in the incident had gathered on the bridge to see the overflow of water when it suddenly caved in disconnecting Par Hoti from old Hoti. Only a minor from the dozens of people on the bridge was rescued while all others were feared drowned.

“Seven among the dead were from a single family including Maqsood, Khalid, two sons each of them and Nazir. All belonged to the Hoti village,” an official said.


People of the affected areas were in extreme distress. Rescuers and divers were busy till late to fish out the bodies.

The Mardan district Nazim said flash floods destroyed 3,000 houses while partially damaged thousands of others. “The loss is colossal,” he added. “There is no casualty report from any other part of the district. However, the Baghdada Bridge has been inundated by water,” Mayar said.


The Kalpani Nullah was in high flood on Saturday with 68,515 cusecs of water. The gushing floods swept away hundreds of houses on both sides of the watercourse and damaged thousands of others.


Kas Koroona, Sikandari Koroona, Baghdada, Par Hoti, Toru, Mayar, Dehli Mohallah, Sabzi Mandi, Sairay, Naway Kelay and other localities were the worst hit where large scale damage to public and private property was reported.


The water inundated almost half of the Mardan city as it entered various state- and military-owned buildings in the posh cantonment area. Six feet water was witnessed in the local stadium. The communication system was destroyed and supply of electricity was suspended to most parts of the district.


Reports of casualties and damage to properties were also received from other parts of the NWFP.

In the adjacent Takht Bhai town, two women, wives of two brothers Hamid Gul and Hakim Gul, were killed and their two children injured when their house collapsed due to continuous downpour in the Kopar area.

In the nearby Charsadda district, two persons drowned in floodwater including Zahoor in Sholgara and Zahid in Khanmahi areas.


A tent village has been set up in the area to accommodate thousands of homeless people whose houses have been destroyed by torrential rains and floods. Besides the Pakistan Army, several organisations are busy in rescue and relief operation in the district. 


In the Lower Dir district, Assistant Professor of Gul Abad College Akhtar Saeed and four other people were swept away by the gushing water in the Adenzai area while damage to properties was reported.


One person each drowned in Och, Khanpur and Barikot. The dead were identified as Faridoon of Och, Izharul Haq of Khanpur and Akhtar Ali of Barikot.


In the Maidan area of Dir, an unascertained number of children were swept away by floodwater but local divers managed to rescue most of them.

In Bajaur Agency, five persons were reported dead in rain and flood related incidents. 


Floods continued to play havoc in Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, Nowshera, Mansehra, Abbottabad, tribal areas and other districts of the NWFP, damaging houses, destroying standing crops and disrupting communication network.


Our Dera Ismail Khan correspondent adds: People migrated from both sides of the Indus after the water level rose in most parts of the district. The locals have urged the authorities to take precautionary measures in the face of flash floods.

The Flood Relief Department has feared extreme high flood in the Swat and Indus rivers at Munda, Amandara and Panjkora.

In Swabi, the district government has established flood control rooms in both Swabi and Chota Lahore Tehsils.

District Nazim Shahram Tarakai has said people of the affected areas could directly contact the DCO office, Irrigation office, Tehsildar Swabi and Chota Lahor for assistance.

“Record 85,750-cusec flood was recorded at Munda on Saturday while water flow at Amandara was 60,750 cusecs, at Attock 433,900 cusecs and Nowshera 95,900 cusecs,” a spokesperson for the Flood Relief Department told this correspondent. 


M Taqi Akhunzada adds from Skardu: Flash floods in Kharmong, 70 kilometres from Skardu, killed three persons — a woman and two children — while a number of houses were damaged.

The dead were identified as Bano, 55, wife of Qurban, Baber, 9, son of Liaqat Ali and Farida, 7, daughter of Liaqat Ali of village Mayardu. The heavy rainfall caused landsliding in village Mayardu, Torgoon, Hargosil and Baghicha damaging standing crops, houses, irrigation channels and roads. Thirty-nine houses were destroyed in these villages.


Rescue operations were under way and relief goods have been sent to the effected areas including 17 tents gifted by army, basic commodities, medicine and doctors, said Deputy Commissioner Skardu Zarak Mirza.

Road communication between Skardu and Kharmong has been suspended and Northern Areas PWD is trying to restore road traffic.


Heavy rains have also cut off Baltistan from rest of the country while Skardu-Gilgit road and KKH have been blocked by landslides.

Agency reports quoting FWO sources said Karakoram Highway has been blocked at three points while Gilgit-Skardu road at four points.


Our Khushab correspondent adds: Several villages were inundated and dozens of houses collapsed due to torrential rains in the hilly areas of Khushab district.


Landsliding also caused traffic jam on Khushab-Sakesar Road and Mitha Tiwana-Jaji Road. Telecommunication and electricity system was also damaged in the flood-hit areas, causing inconvenience to the people. Dozens of cattle were also reportedly killed. The affected villages include Khaliqabad, Noorey Wala, Ghiragh and Muqam Fazil.

(By Iqbal Hoti & Javed Aziz Khan, The News-1, 06/08/2006)
Monsoon — revelry and regrets

KARACHI: After receiving plenty of rain this summer which almost threw normal life out of gear, it is hard to predict if Karachiites would welcome more rain in the coming months. 

Rain seems to turn most peoples’ mood off because it changes the state of affairs completely and also because everyone is familiar with its consequences.


The blessing becomes more of a worry for people who run out of daily rations, lose communication links such as telephones, suffer frequent power outages and what further aggravates the situation is the standing water in almost every lane that cannot be drained out due to the absence of any system. 


Moreover the mixing up of rainwater with sewage leads to widespread disease. “Rain in itself is not bad but due to poor infrastructure, I feel Karachi does not deserve rain at all. Fine the mercury drops, the air becomes cleaner but that’s about it. The situation otherwise remains hopeless,” says a 72-year-old retired government servant, Hafiz Khan, adding “With drowning people, water accumulation at the end of every street and frequent power outages, who would really want to pray for rain?”


What surprises him further is that the city faces monsoon-related problems every year and the government is well aware of them but nothing is being done to make the situation better so that the citizens can enjoy the pleasant weather. 


On being questioned about the first thing that comes to his mind when he sees the dark clouds hovering he says ‘death.’ The rich never have to suffer; it’s the poor who become homeless when their houses get washed away and their children die in floods.

“I think the overall atmosphere becomes too depressing when rains hit our city. We really should think beyond samosas, pakoras and hot jalebis and do something for them,” he says. 


But 27-year-old Akhtar Hussain, a roadside vendor selling fruits, holds a different view. He believes there is a positive side of the picture too. “All these problems are temporary, why can’t people see that rain cleans our polluted environment and brings relief from the heat and also solves the problem of water scarcity,” he says.


Hussain says that we should harvest rain as much as we can and learn the value of each raindrop. It’s a boon for farmers. He also disclosed that he had faced a loss of 350,000 rupees last year because there was not enough water for irrigation in his fields situated near Hub Dam. 

“With abundant rainwater received this time I’m looking forward to a more brisk business. Plus I don’t have to wash my fruits daily these days either,” he laughs.


Youngsters, who enjoy this change in weather the most, also say that they wouldn’t mind if it rained round the year for it would give them a good excuse to skip school. “Soaking in those heavy droplets of rain, playing in the gushy waters, breathing in the chilly airÖwhat’s there to ‘not’ like about the rain? I think it’s the best season of the year!” says 14-year-old Usman Saeed with a glint in his eyes.


Visitors from abroad seemed to have a gala time as well. “I came to Karachi after four years and this visit has been perfect so farÖwhere do you get to see so much of mess and fun at the same time,” adds Hanif, who has come from Canada and is staying at a relative’s home in Clifton. 


Most mothers however say that they like the sight of rain as long as their children remain indoors. “It’s certainly not pleasant to see them come home all drenched and dripping then you cannot restrain them from rainwater because it is not a frequent occurrence in our city,” states 31-year-old Asma Jaffar. 


However what seems to annoy everyone is the mess created during the deluge. “It’s hard to tell whether the rain cleans our city or makes it dirtier,” laughs 18-year-old Mehreen Jabbar, a college going student who has not been attending her classes because she cannot stand the sight of muddy streets and lanes. 

Undoubtedly the filth created by rain cannot be ignored but the truth is it was not unanticipated so instead of losing our nerves and criticizing the authorities, for a change communities in every area should come together and play their role as responsible citizens in the cleaning drive too.

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-2, 06/08/2006)
City govt blamed for rain damage

KARACHI, Aug 5: Leaders representing opposition parties in the City Council have held the city government responsible for the massive dislocations caused by monsoon rains, saying that it had failed to discharge its duties.


At a press conference held at Karachi Press Club on Saturday, the leaders said that no proper arrangements had been made for the disposal of stagnant rainwater, as major storm-water drains had not been cleaned. They did not agree with the contention of the nazim that rainwater disposal could not be arranged due to electricity failure at the treatment plants. “It was also not correct to say that the nazim had held briefing sessions with the UC nazims regarding rain emergency measures, they said, adding that there were 50 opposition UC nazims, but they were least taken into confidence.”


According to them, the nazim had only held meetings with the officials who did not take any practical measures to overcome the situation despite the fact that there was normal rainfall in the city this time.

The opposition leaders claimed that the nazim had tried to misguide the public opinion by taking a media team to Clifton where he pointed out to the newsmen that the encroachments inside the drain created obstacles in the disposal of rainwater.

They were of the view that the city government could not absolve itself from the responsibility about massive destruction caused in the city as it was duty of the city government to prepare for any emergency in order to save life and property of public.

“Their much-publicised campaign about rain emergency plan had miserably exposed and it clearly showed that the city government had totally failed in performing its civic duties,” they said.


Asked about the suggestion of the nazim of a single authority in the city, they said that the idea of a single development agency for the city was a positive one, but the city government itself negated it when the merger of Lyari and Malir development authorities had been opposed.

The press conference was addressed by Saeed Ghani, Rafique Ahmed, Dr Ziauddin, Abdul Rashid Beg, Zahoor Jadoon and Junaid Mukati.


Al Khidmat, Awam Dost and other opposition group leaders in the City Council criticised City Nazim Mustafa Kamal for claiming “situation under-control” after rains and demanded judicial probe into the performance of city government, PPI adds.


They also demanded payment of compensation to over 20 persons, including children, killed in rain-related incidents, saying that the city government and the nazim were directly responsible for deaths of innocent people during the last five days.

They said that despite being in power for over a year, the city government took hardly any step to brace for monsoon rains.

“The city government claimed cleaning of rainwater drains but present condition of roads proves that they lied to people,” they said.


They also criticised the city government and the KPT for blaming each other for flooding of KPT underpass and said that residents of Clifton, especially Bath Island, were compelled to confine at their residences for over a week due to accumulation of rainwater in their locality.


“Karachi is presenting look of Moenjodaro as hardly a few millimetres of rain turned its roads into ponds of filthy water while no steps were taken to drain the accumulated rainwater from thoroughfares by the city government,” they alleged adding that people preferred not to leave homes for offices and workplaces.


Opposition leaders in the City Council said that Karachi, which was the gateway of Pakistan and contributed 70 per cent to the national exchequer, had been left at the mercy of the ‘incompetent’ and ‘blackmailers” who were still demanding more powers instead of providing any relief to the masses.

They deplored that no helpline, emergency centres or officials were deployed to listen to public grievances or to redress complaints. This situation compelled even a few supporters of ruling party to admit its incompetence in dealing with the city issues, they alleged.


According to them, Karachi had been receiving rains for the last many years, more than what lashed out the city a few days back but people never suffered so much. They said that there was nobody to take care of roads, roundabouts, provision of clean drinking water and maintain sewerage system in the city.


Al Khidmat and Awam Dost leaders also condemned KESC administration for its failure to ensure continuous electricity supply in the city, saying despite opposition from political parties and common people, it was privatised which resulted in power crisis in the city.

(Dawn-17, 06/08/2006)

Manzoor Nullah pillars caused flooding

KARACHI: After the controversial Clifton Underpass, now another project of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) - the Hino Pak Chowk flyover - has emerged as barrier to the drainage of flooded rainwater. This affected various localities of Jamshed Town where severe flooding could be witnessed in some streets and areas. 


An official of CDGK disclosed that as part of the flyover construction, the KPT has erected pilings (heavy stakes or posts driven into the ground to support the foundations of a super-structure) in the Manzoor Colony Nullah. These pillars have seriously hindered the flow of water towards the sea, he said. 

The Hino Pak flyover project, costing Rs125 million, is an important component of the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme. It will link the Korangi industrial area with the rest of the city, including DHA, but the manner in which the flyover is being built leaves many questions unanswered. 

When contacted, the Project Engineer of the KPT, Saeed Ahmed Soomro, disagreed with the contention that the pillars have affected flow of water to the sea through the Mazoor Colony Nullah. “No problem has occurred at all due to the excavations done over the place. In fact, taking the monsoon weather into account, it has been a month since KPT had discontinued the construction work at the flyover,” he said.


It may be mentioned here that the Manzoor Colony Nullah is a natural storm water nullah and a tributary of Malir River. It carries the flood water during heavy rain from its catchment area which extends from Baloch Colony near Shaheed-e-Millat expressway to PECHS, Mehmoodabad, KACHS and other settlements. 


Manzoor Colony Nullah crosses the Hino Pak Chowk flyover, then passes through DHA reclaimed land (near Qayyumabad) before finally falling into the sea. 


However, town planners and water experts disagree. They say that the collection of garbage at the bridge point because of the pillars in the nullah affect the flow of water. “Eventually the water will drain but this will mean a build-up of water at the end of the drain which in turn leads to flooding,” said one expert. 


An interesting fact disclosed by Perween Rahman, Director, Orangi Pilot Project — Research & Training Institute (OPP-RTI), is that the width of the ending point of the nullah (i.e. where it meets the sea) has been reduced to 35 feet whereas it is 65 feet wide at the starting point. 


Perween calls it completely illogical, saying, “How could the end point of a nullah be less wide than its starting point? It has to be broader anyway, to provide smooth run of water.” 

She also revealed that “among the four culvert openings, two and a half are already blocked with the sand piles, restricting the water flow.”

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 07/08/2006)
As rain hits fragile infrastructure


The rain that came pouring down on July 30 (Sunday), and has continued intermittently, wrecked havoc on the fragile infrastructure including electricity and water supplies and, as usual, badly disrupted life in Karachi.


I.I. Chundrigar Road, which had been dug up and closed to public transport for the past couple of months, saw the largest number of vehicles running into its softly covered trenches and getting suck there until they were pulled out. Cranes were seen pulling out vehicles belonging to the city government, including a fire tender. Such breakdowns were also seen on other roads, chiefly Khayaban-i-Iqbal, popularly known as the main Clifton Road.


A heated debate has been raging on, on the situation created by the flooding of the KPT underpass in Clifton. A lot of things have been said by experts, the city nazim and KPT officials about the project’s failure in siphoning off rainwater. Now committees have been formed to pinpoint responsibility for the fiasco.


The underpass’s closure triggered terrible snarl-ups on peripheral roads. People living in the nearby apartment buildings suffered immensely as vehicles spilled into the connecting lanes flooded by water. Rainwater also entered the basement parking lots of some buildings, forcing occupants to move to safer places.


Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman Road, which bore the brunt of the traffic diverted from the Clifton road, has been ruined beyond recognition. Deep and wide potholes in front of Delhi Colony entice motorists into changing track where possible. It adds to prolonged traffic jams in the surroundings. This stretch has been plagued for years by an underground sewer and every time it bursts, it takes months to repair. The last carpeting was done hardly a month ago.


The Malir river was in spate turning into a real one as it otherwise carries only waste from the Korangi Industrial Area and adjoining localities. As it flowed over the Korangi Road passing through the riverbed, Landhi-Korangi traffic was diverted to the industrial area road and consequently there were snarl-ups around the under-construction flyover near Qayyumabad.

This spot has developed such craters that a trailer shook so violently that it dropped its container onto a passing-by car on Friday night, killing two of its passengers, including the son of a former town nazim.


The Lyari river also rose to threaten the poor families living along its banks. Many families were evacuated to safety but they had to put up in the open at least for the first night. There are gypsy families near the Teen Hatti bridge that have yet to be relocated though the threat of rain is still looming.


As the hapless KESC was struggling to its feet from its summer of discontent and its spokesman’s confident announcements that there would be no loadshedding, its transmission system received a severe battering from the rains.


Most of the 20 people who died in rain-related incidents since the current spell of rain were electrocuted from falling overhead cables.


People suffered outages sometimes for days. Desperate, they took to the streets and gave vent to their frustration by stoning vehicles and property and burning tyres on the roads.


The PTCL system was also quick to go haywire, leaving thousands of telephones dead or with inaudible voices and unwanted noises. On Monday and Tuesday thousands of complaints were recorded from across the city. But the worst affected were offices and businesses along I.I. Chundrigar Road. As its staff scrambled to remove faults, PTCL officials blamed the city government’s development work for the crisis. They further said that the accumulation of water hindered the telephone restoration work.


The blame-game goes on in a circle. If the roads are damaged, the relevant department says it was because of another civic agency that cut across the road to lay its own lines and set in motion further a quick erosion of the road. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board lays the blame for its burst pipelines at the KESC’s door, saying it was the latter that failed to ensure an uninterrupted power supply. Sometimes the power utility blames the shortage of water at its grid station for the station’s malfunctioning or breakdown. And in this exchange of accusations and counter-accusations, the worst sufferers are the masses.

Sewerage also ruptured at numerous places. The dirty water mixed with rainwater and added to the mess. Pools of stagnant water have begun serving as breeding grounds for mosquitoes and flies.


As the mix of sewage and rainwater is seeping into waterlines, it has also given rise to waterborne diseases such as gastroenteritis. Hospitals are increasingly receiving patients with symptoms of waterborne diseases. The situation in the slum areas is worse as rainwater will remain stagnant there for weeks to come. Starved of recreational facilities, children of these localities try to take a dip wherever they find a pool or puddle deep enough.


People complaining about the messy situation invariably deride the city and town administrations’ claims that all preparations had been made to handle a rain emergency. But, as the rain aftermath demonstrated, nobody was adequately prepared. This included all tiers of local government, public utilities and civic agencies.

(Dawn-14, 07/08/2006)

Politicians demand viable drainage system

KARACHI: Expressing concern over the lack of pre-monsoon arrangements, leaders of the opposition parties have demanded that a proper drainage system be developed to avoid the devastating impact of monsoon, which was likely to hit the city every year due to global climatic changes.


Former Governor, Sindh, and PPP leader Kamal Azfar, said that the city government must take steps for proper drainage system in the city, as it was the only way to cope up with the devastating impact of rains every year. 

He said that the city would continue to suffer unless proper drainage system was built. He said that in late 70s, we had made drains at Nursery on Sharea Faisal and now there is no water accumulated at this place, which used to be inundated in the past.


Kamal Azfar was of the view that a proper project consisting of all drainage system be prepared and taken up on a priority basis. With the global climatic changes now unfolding, Karachi would be getting more intense monsoons every year. 

He said that besides drainage, we have to put a ban on use of plastic bags. This is a major menace in choking the sewerage and water drains. We have to legislate and stop the usage instead of just talking in the press. Thirdly, he said that there should be a break on the influx of the people. Every year 6 percent people from Pakistan enter the Karachi. We have to follow the examples of Singapore, Bangkok and other places to stop mass migration. The government should create a viable infrastructure elsewhere so that the influx could stop.


The Naib-Ameer of the Jamaat-e-Islami Prof Ghafoor Ahmed criticised the managers of the city government for inadequate planning and charged that the management ignored the anticipated monsoon season and had dug up all main roads, which crippled the entire city. They should have dug only those roads which they could construct forthwith.

He said that two children lost their lives in an open manhole, which the city government officials had left uncovered. Professor Ghafoor said that they (the party) were sitting at the helm of affairs of both the federal and provincial governments but they failed to discharge their duties.


Opposition leader in City District Council, Karachi, Saeed Ghani has said that the problems could not be resolved by mere visit of City Nazim. He said instead of banking on the government officers, the Nazim should have consulted with all City Council members so that a clear cut picture could emerge.

He demanded of the Naib-Nazima Nasreen Jalil to convene an emergency meeting of City Council to discuss the situation arising out of heavy monsoon downpours and the ensuing predicament of the masses.


Saeed Ghani held the city government responsible for the massive dislocation caused by the monsoon, saying that it had failed to discharge its duties. He said that despite forecast of heavy monsoon rains, no proper arrangements had been made for the disposal of stagnant rainwater, as major storm-water drains had not been cleaned. 


He did not agree with the contention of the Nazim that rainwater disposal could not be arranged owing to electricity failure at the treatment plants. Saeed Ghani said that it was also not correct that the Nazim had held briefing sessions with the UC Nazims regarding rain emergency measures.

He said it had remained a long-standing practice that UC Nazims were consulted on all important occasions with a view to evolving strategy and ideas. There were 60 opposition UC Nazims, but none of them were taken into confidence or consulted before the rains, he added.


The General Secretary, PPP, Karachi Division, Rafique Engineer, MPA, expressed concern over non-supply of drinking water, choked and overflowing gutters, open drains, and stagnant rain water accumulated in every nook and corner of the city which resulted in the worst-ever traffic jam and said that despite tall claims the government had to rectify the situation.

He said that most of city roads had broken. Streets were packed with filth, garbage and stagnant rainwater which exacerbated the people’s problems but not a single official of City Government was seen at the sight.

(The News-3, 08/08/2006)
CDGK to conduct survey on drainage system

KARACHI: On the directive of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, a decision has been taken to carry out a comprehensive survey of storm water drain system in Karachi. This survey will be conducted in every nook and corner of Karachi and for this purpose the Nazim has directed to hire a consultant with immediate effect.

In this regard advertisements would be published in newspapers.


The Nazim opined that there was no system to drain storm water in Karachi due to which rainwater remains accumulated on roads. He said Karachi happens to be the only city in the world where water was drained out through fire tenders.

Mustafa said had there been a proper drain system then the rainwater would have been drained out through various outlets on roads.

Now the proposed survey would be carried out under the auspices of CDGK in the entire city, the Nazim said, adding that a policy has already been adopted that no roads would be constructed in the city without laying drainage system.

Mustafa said that for this purpose a resolution would be presented in the City Council so that this policy could be approved and enacted into a law. He underlined the need for bringing revolutionary rectification in the existing system so that Karachi could be brought at par with international cities.

(The News-3, 11/08/2006)
What if it rains tomorrow?
By Maheen A. Rashdi

WHILE we have a history of waking up to realities after the fact, in Karachi, we don't even wake up then. The week-long spell of rain that began with this month inundated the entire city and created a near emergency situation. None of the civic bodies have taken on the responsibility of this catastrophe ensuing with just three inches of rain.


And this is the megalopolis whose officials are vying to liken it soon to cities like Dubai and Kuala Lumpur. The situation of the past two weeks has done more than expose the shoddy management of civic agencies and the inadequate nature of the city’s infrastructure. It has given the ill-treated citizens of this mismanaged city even more hopelessness and numbed senses.


A colleague wrote that we should have screamed blue murder at the apathy shown to us by the civic authorities. But instead, we submissively accepted the statements offered to us as explanations and are still going on with our lives, just praying that the Almighty spares us another such torrent. Should one admire the constancy that characterises Karachi and its citizens' level of endurance in dealing with these insurmountable civic issues or lament the impassivity of the civic agencies for whom the bells of accountability never toll?


Only two months ago the DHA Administrator, Brigadier Maqsood Hussain, had held a meeting to finalize rain emergency plan for Defence Housing Authority and Clifton Cantonment Board areas. Underlining, “the need for imaginative and advanced planning, allocation of adequate resources and effective drainage of rain and sewerage,” much was discussed and statements issued of how the DHA and the CCB would be carrying out works in connection with rain emergency.


But the catastrophe unleashed after the rain makes one wonder, whether the ‘respected’ officials were looking into upgrading the rain emergency system of the same areas that we know come under the DHA and CCB or are there some other areas we are unaware of? With Clifton, Defence and Bath Island looking as if the areas were hit by a tsunami, it is totally mystifying what ‘measures’ were taken, if at all.


For one, the Naher-i-Khayyam which serves as the main outfall drain for these areas, was not cleaned at all and still remains in the same overfull state as it was months ago. Let alone cleaning of that drainage output, its width has been reduced in the past few months with land-filling being done on a substantial portion of it -- probably for commercial purposes.


This has obviously narrowed its capacity for allowing drainage water to pass through. Wasn’t this drain outlet’s clean up the first step to be looked into when ensuring easy drainage for rain water of the areas under the territorial and administrative control of the DHA and the Clifton Cantonment Board?


Two weeks have passed and water is still standing in several lanes and streets because of clogged gutters in Defence and Clifton. The road from the Lily Bridge signal to the submarine roundabout, emerging from under water after eight days, now lies decimated. Smaller nullahs like those near city station where the Chundrigar road collapsed, too, still remain unclear. Despite rain forecasts since the beginning of July, and the allocation of Rs50 million by the city government for the cleaning of nullahs, why were the main outfall drains left in the clogged state?


And one must also add here that most of the clogged rain water on main arteries in the jurisdiction of DHA and CCB which had rendered residents house bound for almost two days after the rain, has gradually dispersed not because it was pumped out, but simply by gradual evaporation by the sunrays. Where were all those water pumping machines which were supposed to be at hand for rain emergencies, a fact declared by the city nazim, naib nazim, DHA administrator and the CCB officials?


The crudest part is the usual blame shifting and finger pointing taking place between all these agencies. And even more ironic is the President’s latest statement issued two days ago. With the Sindh governor, chief minister, federal and provincial ministers, advisers, and nazims of various districts as his audience, General Musharraf pointed out that the UN has come up with Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015 and that we should try to remain ‘ahead’ of the deadline set by the UN.


One wonders, whether it is the president’s naïvette in still believing along the lines of turning Karachi into an investors’ paradise, or is it complete ignorance of the plight of the citizens of the country’s most ‘prosperous’ and revenue generating city? When the ‘allegedly’ elite areas resemble New Orleans-after-the-hurricane following a three-inch rainfall, how will those same officials who could not save the city from nearly drowning, prepare it for the UN’s millennium goal? Talk about rubbing salt to the wounds!


If we were to get another few spurts of God’s blessing from the heavens tomorrow, are we any way better prepared than we were two weeks ago? Have all the choked gutter lines been opened? Has the outfall drain cleared to accomodate rain water coming in from all sides of the city?


What naïve questions. This is not the war against terror, where a bomb can be dropped at a moment’s notice. This pertains to a more complicated infrastructure of a supposedly modern road network of highways and underpasses and even more evolved governance through devolution of power. And while in times of peace, smart nations prepare for war, in Karachi, we continue to haggle over who will trash the dirt and when the truth comes to light, utter like a five-year-old, ‘it wasn’t my fault’!

(By Maheen A.Rashdi, Dawn-17, 11/08/2006)

How storm water drains vanished

KARACHI: This is not the first time that Karachi has received rainfall, but this city had a network of storm water drains, which have now been encroached upon. These drains of Karachi are now history.

The City Nazim should go through the survey maps and drawing where he could see that old Karachi had a peculiar system which allowed rainwater of the city to fall either into the sea or some big Nullah.

A former employee of the KMC who had helped carve out these Nullahs told The News that at first there was a Nullah which started from SITE area and passed through Nazimabad.

He disclosed that this was probably more than 10 feet wide, nine to ten feet deep and this was all along the present Nazimabad Eid Gah and passed straight on to Liaquatabad. He said when there were these Nullahs, Karachi in the 60s and 70s had received the most severe rainstorms but water passed through these Nullahs and never ever did the roads get inundated.


The roads remained there, as water never washed away these roads. He said there was also an arrangement to clean Nullahs. Manpower or sanitary staff was hired to clean these storm water drains.


This Nullah passed all along from SITE area, passing the Nazimabad police station, it ended at the Nazimabad fire station.

A famous restaurant has covered these nullahs and placed chairs on them. Similarly two marriage halls have also made a parking lot over this Nullah.


Similarly, he said, there was also a Nullah all along former Cheel Kothee in the PECHS but now it has been covered by car showrooms. He said there also used to be nullahs in Garden area. Now this has also been encroached upon. The City Nazim has to find and dig out these Nullahs, but for this he will have to face resistance from the Land Mafia.


The former KMC employee said M A Jinnah Road had also small water drain system bit now the dramatic increase in population and encroachment has distorted all this system. He suggested that it is good to hire a consultant but first he could utilise a Nullah which is all along Nazimabad, Ghareebabad and Liaquatabad underpasses.

These Nullahs could be highly beneficial to these underpasses. In a lighter vein, he said youngsters at that time used to swim and take a dip in the Nullahs during rainfall. This long Nullah has now been covered, so it is obvious now rainy water has no passage to flow somewhere, so city has to witness worst inundated roads.


There was another Nullah opposite Sadar Empress Market, just adjacent to Rainbow Center. Now there is a meat market there. 

Similarly, he said, there was a big Nullah which is now covered by Urdu Bazaar at Burns Road and Government College for Women. He recalled that there was another Nullah at Light House which has also become Land Mafia’s victim.


It is worth mentioning that city nazim has ordered hiring of a consultant to lay the foundation of a storm water drain system.

A press statement issued on Thursday did not mention the cost of hiring the consultant. 

City Nazim at a recent press conference had stated that it is surprising that educated people of a posh locality had encroached upon Nullahs and this made roads inundated in Bath Island and Clifton.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 12/08/2006)
Alternative rail tracks washed away

HYDERABAD, Aug 13: One week after its restoration, the train operation from Karachi came to a standstill again on Sunday after a fresh spell of heavy rain damaged both the alternative routes the Pakistan Railways had laid between Ran Pathani and Dhabeji.


The alternative routes were made after downpour had washed away four pillars of the Ran Pathani bridge on July 30.

“I have been told by officials from the site at around 4pm to suspend the operation of passenger trains from and to Karachi,” confirmed PR’s deputy divisional superintendent Karachi Anzer Ismail Rizvi.

He said meals and other facilities would be provided to the passengers stranded at Hyderabad, Kotri and other stations.

It was only on Saturday afternoon that labourers had completed work on the second alternative track, making it possible to resume the fully-fledged operation from Karachi on Sunday. The last up and down trains that passed through the alternative tracks on Sunday were Hazara Express and Fareed Express, respectively.


Passengers travelling in Karachi-bound trains — Allama Iqbal Express, Zakriya Express and Faisalabad Night Coach — faced great inconvenience when these trains had to return back to Hyderabad.


Authorities cancelled Karakoram Express, Millat Express, Khyber Mail, Shah Rukn-i-Alam Express and Sukkur Express that were scheduled to start their journey from Karachi.

A full refund of money has been announced for the passengers who want to get their tickets cancelled. But, passengers were facing difficulties in getting refunds as officials said they were yet to receive such directive.


Chaotic conditions prevailed at Hyderabad after intending passengers were told that the upcountry trains they planned to board had been cancelled. A large number of such passengers were stranded at Kotri and Hyderabad stations.

“Super Express and Tezgam are scheduled to leave for Punjab from Hyderabad late in the night,” said an official here.


Some passengers complained that officials misbehaved when they approached them to seek information.

Passengers were being shifted to Karachi through buses. But the arrangement was far from being satisfactory as there were people who had to bear additional expenses and hire private vehicles.


Reports reaching here said that thousands of other passengers were facing hardship as several trains coming to Hyderabad and Karachi had been stopped at Tando Adam, Nawabshah and Rohri stations.

Since July 30, Pakistan Railways has suffered a growing loss of tens of millions of rupees. Freight trains are stuck up in Karachi, delaying delivery of consignments to different parts of the country.

(By M.H.Khan, Dawn-1, 14/08/2006)

Lessons of rain disaster


NEARLY two weeks after rains caused much havoc in Karachi, parts of the city are still clogged with rainwater and filth. This begs the question: what lessons has the city government learnt from the disaster that saw a complete breakdown of civic infrastructure — resulting in unnecessary deaths — and what steps will it take in the future to ensure that the same mistakes are not repeated? Before the heavy downpour set in, the city government had said that it was fully prepared for the monsoons but that was quickly disproved within the first few hours of the rain on July 31. The fiasco at KPT underpass resulted in much wrangling between authorities and the city government, each blaming the other for the underpass resembling a canal. While it took a few days for it become functional, the underpass is far from being normal; huge speed-bumps erected to keep the rainwater out still remain. Responsibility for its malfunctioning must be ascertained and all steps taken to rectify them to ensure that it does not happen again - or to the other underpasses currently under construction in the city.


As for the city nazim claiming that all the rainwater has been drained out, this simply is not true. That people were trapped for days in their homes in the affluent Bath Island locality points to the frailty of the city’s infrastructure which is still incapable of handling a few days’ load of rain. Then there’s the apathy of those in charge who did not attend to residents’ grievances. Those who mismanage civic affairs, particularly the drainage system, should be taken to task for their incompetence. One hopes that KWSB will pay attention to the nazim’s order that drains be regularly cleaned, and not just at times of crises. At least another disaster will be averted next year when it rains.

(Dawn-7, 14/08/2006)

Kamal inspects rain-hit localities


KARACHI, Aug 13: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Sunday visited Saddar, inundated with rainwater, and ordered preparation of area map within two days so that a permanent solution to this problem could be found out.

He was told that rainwater was accumulating at various roads of Saddar, due to encroachments over many nullahs. He asked the concerned officials to take action to clear the encroachments with cooperation of Saddar Town.

The nazim also visited University Road, M.A. Jinnah Road, Boultan Market, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Sharea Faisal, Bath Island, Teen Talwar and I.I. Chundrigar Road to monitor the de-watering activities.


Meanwhile, Mustafa Kamal blacklisted Ayaz Builders besides withdrawing a contract made with Umer Munshi Associates, consultancy firm, regarding construction of Shahrah-i-Pakistan. The nazim inspected 13 different construction sites in the city.


Mustafa Kamal was informed during his visit to the under-construction flyover at Sohrab Goth that the project experienced delay because pipeline was laid late and its responsibility fell on Ayaz Builders.

Issuing directives to ban the company’s services in city government, he said that no delay would be acceptable.


During his visit to Shahrah-i-Pakistan, the nazim was informed that not even a single representative of the consultant firm Umer Munshi Associates remained present at the site.

He ordered for cancellation of the contract with the firm and ordered an inquiry to determine whether the firm’s performance in other projects had been satisfactory or not.

(Dawn-13, 14/08/2006)

Five drown in Islamabad Nullah

ISLAMABAD, Aug 15: Five persons drowned in Kurang Nullah in separate incidents when spillway of Rawal Dam was opened, while two women died in different incidents during last 48 hours, police said here on Tuesday.

In the first incident, two persons drowned in Kurang Nullah while fishing, some three kilometres from Rawal Dam, in the jurisdiction of Shahzad Town Police Station.


The police said Shahzad Akber and Sherbaz ventured to the middle of the Nullah while fishing and drowned due to the sudden heavy flow of water after the spillway was opened.


Likewise, Rehman Shah, a resident of Swat, drowned near Margalla after the heavy flow from Rawal Dam swept him away. The victim was washing his vehicle in the nullah when the incident took place.

The heavy flow of water also claimed the life of Ahmed Fraz, 18, who was sitting on a rock in the middle of the Nullah at Lohi Bhir Safari Park.


Likewise, Faisal, 25, a resident of Shakrial, who went to the nullah along with his friends, drowned while swimming.

Meanwhile, Sabzi Mandi police found a bullet-riddled body of a woman lying in the green area at I-10/2.

The incident came to light when some passers-by informed the police that a body was laying abandoned. The police seized the body and shifted it to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims).


The deceased was identified as Perveen Akhter, 26, a native of Bannu. The killer(s) shot her in the head. Police said she was killed on Monday night. The victim was living with her husband Shahsawar at Madina Town, Bhara Kahu.


In another incident, a house maid died in mysterious circumstance in the jurisdiction of Sihala police station.

The deceased was identified as Nasreen Bibi, 30. She fell on the road when she was going home after finishing her work in a house. She died while being shifted to a nearby hospital. The body was shifted to Pims to ascertain the actual cause of death.

(Dawn-5, 16/08/2006)

High alert as Sukkur barrage braves peak flood

SUKKUR: Secretary Irrigation Sindh Shuja Ahmed Junejo has said that 696,000 cusecs of water was recorded at the Guddu barrage on Monday night and now the water started receding while the upstream discharge at the Sukkur barrage on Tuesday evening was 554,138 cusecs, which was expected to rise a little by Wednesday morning.


Addressing a press conference at the control room of the Sukkur barrage on Tuesday, he said all the protective Bunds within the area of Guddu and Sukkur barrages were safe and intact, adding that the Guddu barrage has been designed to safely pass 1,200,000 cusecs of water and the Sukkur barrage also has the same capacity, as was experienced in 1976 and 1992.

He said pressure had mounted on the Sukkur Begari Bund, KK Bund (Kashmore), Qadirpur Bund (Ghotki) and Aqil Agani Bund (Larkana); however, sufficient stone pitching had been done at these places to avert any danger.


“Irrigation Department staff and personnel of the Armed Forces are conducting round-the-clock patrolling on these Bunds, he said and hoped that the situation would remain under control.

He said Army Jawans have extended enormous help to the Irrigation Department at different vulnerable points for the evacuation of affected people besides streamlining arrangements.


Junejo said the length of front-line Bunds from Guddu to Kotri was 875 miles and loop-line Bunds was 331 miles, and flood production Bunds was 199 miles, adding that all these Bunds were under the surveillance of Irrigation staff and Army Jawans. 

He said Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim was closely monitoring the situation.


Junejo said the chief minister had also directed him to undertake all-out steps for flood fighting and safe evacuation of people living in the Katcha area.

The secretary said the Sukkur barrage was the biggest irrigation system of the world and Sindh’s economy depends on it.

He said a study had been ordered by the provincial government for increasing the capacity of Sukkur barrage, which was in progress at Nandipur, and later similar studies would be carried out for Guddu and Kotri barrages.


Junejo said the Sukkur barrage was designed for 1200,000 cusecs of water and “we now intend to increase its capacity to 1500,000 cusecs” which will be completed in two phases. 

The secretary said some leakage had been detected in the KK Bund on Sunday night, but was successfully plugged by Irrigation staff.

He said Irrigation officials had been directed to ensure availability of required material and machinery at all the vulnerable points, including the Aqil Loop Bund, Abad Bund and J-spur (Guddu). 


Meanwhile, hundreds of dwellers of the Katcha Bunder Sukkur staged a protest demonstration followed by a sit-in on Tuesday following police baton-charge on villagers, who were resisting forced evacuation.


Reports said Irrigation officials along with bulldozers reached the Katcha Bunder to demolish houses, constructed at the right bank of the Indus river inside the Bunder Wall. 

At this, hundreds of residents armed with clubs came out of their houses and put up resistance, forcing the Irrigation staff to flee. The protesters burnt tyres and blocked Bunder Road for two hours.

In the meantime, a heavy contingent of police reached the scene and asked the protesters to end the blockade, but to no avail. The police resorted to baton charge and aerial firing, injuring 10 of the protesters.


DSP Manzoor Ahmed Sangri also reached the scene, and negotiated with the protesters and assured them that they would be provided with alternative space with all necessary facilities. On this assurance, the protesters ended their protest.


Talking to newsmen, the protesters demanded of authorities to first demolish big warehouses and shops built illegally inside and over the Bunder Wall, then they would vacate their houses, provided they are given alternative space with all civic amenities. 


Imtiaz Hussain adds from Khairpur: Irrigation Secretary Shuja Ahmed Junejo along with a team of Irrigation officials visited the Katcha areas of Khairpur and reviewed the flood protection measures. He visited the Fareed Bund and the Ulra Jagir Bund, where he was briefed about precautionary measures.

Heavy machines and other necessary equipment have been put in place to prevent any eventuality.

The secretary ordered the officials concerned to ensure round-the-clock patrolling at the Bunds. On the demand of the local people, he said more camps would be established.


On Monday, the GOC Pano Aqil Cantonment, Maj-Gen Mumtaz Ahmed Bajwa, visited the Katcha area and reviewed the flood situation. He ordered the Army Jawans to patrol the Bunds and get ready to help the district government in case of any eventuality.


On Tuesday, more people left their houses in the Katcha area. The district administration has housed the affected people in various schools and camps. Reports said the flood has affected Ketti Ghumra, Ketti Kharel, Ketti Bhutto, Ketti Pir Pagaro, Saghyoon, Ketti Juneja and Ketti Mohal.


Our Hyderabad correspondent adds: Water level at the Kotri barrage was normal on Tuesday and Irrigation authorities expected a medium flood after five days.


According to barrage officials, water level upstream Kotri was recorded at 208,004 cusecs and downstream 205,804 on Tuesday.

An Irrigation official told The News that the embankments of the Kotri barrage were safe. However, round-the-clock monitoring is in place at 31 vulnerable points. Authorities here hope the flood would pass be smoothly.


Agencies add: The Irrigation Department has declared high alert as peak flood stream is passing through the Sukkur barrage. 

The Indus river swelled by 150,000 cusecs at the Sukkur barrage within last 24 hours, in-charge irrigation control room at the barrage Abdul Aziz Soomro told Geo News. 

The water flow in the Indus has currently reached to 550,000 cusecs while 515,000 cusecs water was being released for Kotri Barrage, the irrigation official said. Secretary Irrigation Sindh Shuja Ahmed Junejo visited various protective Bunds in Sukkur. 


The Indus river is in high flood in Ghotki and Sukkur districts and 90 per cent of the Katcha area is inundated by floodwater and emergency was declared in the area. 

Due to flood, the water has forced thousands of villagers to flee from their homes while two boys drowned. 


Still thousands of villagers of the Katcha area are stranded in floodwater, waiting for relief and rescue workers. The affected villagers are facing food and medicine shortage. Their crops on thousands of acres were washed away by floodwater and no compensation was paid to them. 


Due to pressure of the water, a 50-foot portion of the Indus River protective apron was broken and thousand of acres of cultivated land was inundated. The irrigation staff was struggling to repair the damaged portion of embankment. 

The district government Ghotki has established a flood control room at the DCO office Mirpur Mathelo and emergency was declared in whole district.

(The News-9, 16/08/2006)
Torrential rains paralyse life in city 

13 die as afternoon deluge pours misery on Karachi
KARACHI, Aug 17: Life in Karachi came to a standstill following widespread flooding caused by the torrential rains that lashed the city on Thursday afternoon. At least 13 people were electrocuted by live power cables dangling in flood waters.

Thousands of people were stranded in the flooding and the city witnessed nerve-breaking traffic jams on almost all roads in the 18 towns of the city.


All the utility services, including power, water and telecommunication, were badly affected by the rains and the relevant agencies could not fully restore the same till last reports came in.

The civic life came to a grinding halt as a heavy spell of thundershower lashed at the city at around 5pm and the rainwater flooded all roads and streets. There were chaotic conditions in the city as the performance of the civic agencies, including the city government, DHA and the cantonment boards was exposed by the latest spell of the rain that lasted only three hours.


At a number of places where knee- to waist-deep water had accumulated, a large number of vehicles broke down, creating further hindrance in the flow of vehicular traffic. Till our going to the press, hundreds of vehicles were still trapped in flood waters in almost every locality of the city.

Deep craters and potholes which were not visible posed a serious threat to thousands of commuters and pedestrians wading through the water on submerged roads.

Absence of streetlights on various major thoroughfares added to the miseries those who were still on their way back home after sunset.


Rainwater also made its way into houses in different localities, including many areas of the Defence Housing Authority, Bath Island and some other posh localities of Clifton. There were similar reports from PECHS Block 2, E Market area, Bahadurabad, Alamgir Road, Maqbool Cooperative Housing Society, Karachi Memon Cooperative Housing Society, etc, as the storm-water drains passing through those localities started overflowing.


Under-construction underpasses were submerged under 15-feet deep water and at some sections of Sharea Faisal, three to four feet deep water had accumulated.


Crowds of men and women were seen desperately looking for some transport means after leaving their workplaces and finding public transport off the road. Many of them were still wading through the inundated roads and footpath even at midnight. It was gathered that some of them were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to stay at their offices or at the residences of their relatives close to their offices.


Markets, bazaars and shopping malls presented a deserted look as the shopkeepers had to pull down shutters much before sunset. The employers and employees of the business and commercial concern had to rush to their homes due to the aggravating situation.


CASUALTIES: At least 13 people were electrocuted and another two sustained injuries in related incidents in the city on Thursday.

Edhi workers said that three persons were electrocuted near MCB Towers on I. I. Chundrigar Road. None of them could be identified immediately, they said, adding that the pedestrians reportedly came in contact with life electricity cables while wading through the flooded road. They quoted eyewitnesses as saying that electrocution was caused by an electric pole which had current running into the water around it. Edhi officials said that the people around did not try to recover the bodies fearing electrocution.


The incident created panic among the other people wading through the knee deep water. Occupants of many vehicles, abandoned after being broken down, were seen among them.

(By Azizullah Sharif & S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-17, 18/08/2006)

Mianwali Colony flooded


KARACHI: The ill-planning of Orangi Pilot Project that narrowed the 20 feet-wide Manghopir storm water drain to hardly eight feet, inundated Mianwali Colony during this heavy rain on Thursday, the Municipal Administration of SITE Town blamed in a release on Friday. It said the Town Nazim Izharuddin, continued visiting various areas of this town the whole night and took immediate steps for the rescue and relief of the rain-affected people of low-lying areas. The same situation was witnessed in Old Golimar area, where rainwater flooded into houses due to rise of water level in Lyari River. Hundreds of the residents of Old Golimar, Mianwali Colony and Haroonabad in SITE town passed a sleepless night. In Haroonabad, UC-3, the negligence of the encroachment over a drain had caused its choking resulting in submerging of houses.

(The News-4, 19/08/2006)
Rain & civic collapse



RAIN, storms, earthquakes — these are nature’s visitations over which man has little control. But caring governments and concerned officials try to minimise the impact of such calamities by strengthening the infrastructure of their cities and towns and villages so that damage and disruption can be limited to the extent possible. We have just celebrated the 59th year of our independence, and we find that we are as unprepared, or perhaps even less prepared, to face any kind of emergency as we were when we began life as an independent state. The chaos created by the current spell of heavy rains in several of the country’s urban centres bears ample testimony to this.


Karachi has not had it good in terms of civic management for decades. Thursday’s heavy rain and the rainfall a few days ago have thoroughly exposed all the city’s civic warts. Many roads were in knee-deep water. The main traffic artery, Sharea Faisal, was totally choked for hours with traffic going out from downtown. Buses were stranded. People stood in the middle of roads, away from the water pools on the sides, in the forlorn hope of getting a lift. Some people reached home well past midnight. Cars stalled all over the city, and both functioning and under-construction underpasses were again flooded. Police and city government officials were at sea about how to go about controlling the chaos. If it had not been for scores of ordinary Karachiites who came out of their houses to help traffic move and warn off motorists from the more dangerous water traps, the situation would have been far worse. Things sorted themselves out only when the rain stopped and a weak sun came out on Friday morning. The story was about the same in Hyderabad and other Sindh cities. Everyone suffered, but as always happens, the low-income groups suffered more: their shanty towns were flooded and they remained without power for hours. At least 26 people were electrocuted by fallen wires.


Why is it that we are caught unprepared every time we have an emergency like this on our hands? Fifty-six millimetres of rain doesn’t constitute an emergency, and yet we had this civic breakdown in Karachi. There is of course a whole history of lack of planning, bad planning, corruption and sheer inefficiency behind the existing urban mess, which becomes more difficult to tackle as time passes because of the increasing population, allowed to grow unchecked by governments. But more than anything else, it is the lack of concern for the ordinary citizen on the part of governments and politicians that is responsible for many of our woes. Everyone is so involved in political engineering that civic engineering and management gets short shrift. There have been decades without elections so that the people remained disenfranchised and no one needed their votes or was concerned about their problems. This has set a pattern where the average citizen is out of the loop. His welfare, his health, his education, the quality of his life, his transportation — nothing appears to be the business of the state any longer. Urban projects are undertaken often with considerations other than the people’s convenience or comfort in mind (the concretising of Karachi’s Clifton beach being one example). Unless the whole approach to planning changes, with the average citizen seen as the pivot, we will continue to live miserably.

(Dawn-7, 19/08/2006)

After the skies opened up

KARACHI: A large number of people could not report to their workplaces on Friday because most of them had reached home from work as late as 4am in the morning — some wading through ankle-deep rainwater for miles — while many had preferred staying back at their offices after it rained by the bucketful.


Women, children and the elderly — marooned in away-from-home destinations — were the hardest hit by the season’s heaviest rain. It was their destiny to trudge long distances before they finally made it to their homes. Many had given up half way through their journey, gasping and out of breath. Some took refuge on footpaths as their efforts to catch taxi or rickshaw failed.

It seemed to be the night of desperation for the Karachiites after the skies opened up their widest this monsoon. 


Since the main thoroughfare of the city Sharea-Faisal was jammed and Korangi Road that could have been an alternative was already closed, hundreds of thousands of people made it on foot from Baloch Colony to as far afield as Airport. 


Raheel Khan, a textile mills employee, reached home at 3.30 in the morning. He told this reporter that he did not go to work on Friday as previous day’s experience had left him extremely tired and exhausted. His motorcycle had also gone out of order.


Muhammad Salman, Assistant Manager at a multinational company, had to stay overnight in his office located in the West Wharf. Similar was the fate of a large number of office-goers, including women, who stayed back at their workplaces because it was too late, and too risky, for them to leave for homes.


A man told this reporter that he came walking all the way from Saddar to Karsaz and finally got lift from a motorcyclist. An old woman who was alone and got tired after walking from Baloch Colony to Drigh Road finally got lift from a motorcyclist. There were many who could not find any taxi or rickshaw let alone buses. However, a few buses were seen stuck in the traffic but they were crammed full of men, therefore women did not find any place. As a result, they had to walk long distances. 


Many taxis and private cars were parked on roads, their drivers waiting for the water to drain away. This blocked path of the moving traffic.

The situation got worse after the closure of Baloch Colony Road as traffic came to a standstill at Karsaz intersection and Awami Markaz and people started walking because no public transport was available there. The water from Stadium Road flowed down to main Shahrea Faisal and gathered at Karsaz intersection due to which many vehicles got out of order and caused severe traffic jam.


While some might put blame at the door of nature, others were quick to point out that there was hardly any traffic sergeant there to bring some method in the traffic madness. Consequently, motorists drove erratically and the whole traffic, which at least was moving slowly but surely, became static for hours.


The motorcyclists used the wrong side of the road which was under manageable water levels and made their own track from KCR Bridge to Malir Halt because the road that goes from that bridge to airport was under deep water and the vehicular traffic did not move for a long time. 


The worst point was Natha Khan stop where water was as deep as three feet and it was nearly impossible for cars to pass through that spot. Many vehicles got out of order and there were no policemen to help put those vehicles aside. That jammed traffic on KCR Bridge for hours. 


After hours of chaos, youth volunteered and guided the motorists. This gradually eased the traffic but that was very late at night. Some insensitive people cashed in on the situation as many reported that their valuables had been snatched by unknown men. 


Besides, many of the city roads got damaged. After the rainwater was drained on Friday, it was witnessed that road from Malir No15 to Murghi Khana Bridge suffered the most and needed immediate re-carpeting. Likewise, many arterial roads including I.I. Chundrigar Road, Roads of Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Orangi Town, Landhi and Korangi all got damaged.


On Friday, traffic police did not allow heavy traffic into the city limits at Manzil Pump near Bhains Colony in view of the precarious condition of roads. Heavy traffic was also stopped at Bin Qasim for the same reason.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 19/08/2006)
No more rain please

Again, three inches of rain and the country's largest city becomes severely paralysed. Again, there were massive traffic jams with people reaching homes well past midnight -- some just stayed put in their offices but not an option for female staff. Again major thoroughfares turned into lakes, again the electricity went out and again the mobile phone network conked out just when calling a loved one stuck in the rain became extremely important. And yet again, the tall claims of the civic agencies and of the city government stood thoroughly exposed. 


At least 25 people have died so far and out of these 20 were electrocuted -- they were walking in water into which a live wire had fallen or a live wire fell on their vehicle. The fact that so many people died (one dying is one too many) from electrocution borders on the criminal and one has to wonder whose responsibility it is: the city government's for the standing water and incessant and unplanned road-digging or the KESC for its broken-down transmission and distribution network and whose wires snap and fall during every rainstorm. It has rained like this before in Karachi and sometimes it has been even worse but never have the consequences been this bad. The situation is so bad that residents of Karachi watch the skies with trepidation now, fearing rain.

(The News-7, 19/08/2006)
Karachi braces for more showers: Death toll rises to 21

KARACHI, Aug 18: The city’s civic infrastructure remained partially dislocated on Friday as the death toll in the rain-related incidents rose to 21. The civic agencies failed to drain out stagnant rainwater from several roads and low-lying localities.

A majority of people chose to remain indoors and enjoy the holiday as the quantum of traffic was low and all major markets and commercial centres remained closed.


While the puddles and pools of filth were a cause of public sufferings in a number of localities, the stagnant water slowly drained away from many roads and streets as it did not rain any more.

The Met office, however, predicted more rains with thundershowers in the city during the next two days, though it was mostly dry and bright to start the day across the city on Friday.


According to the forecast, the weather would remain cloudy with chances of rain or thundershower. A Met office official said that another weather system (low pressure area) presently located over Madhya Pradesh, India, was heading westwards.


Under the influence of this low pressure, widespread rains are expected in Sindh and Balochistan during the next two days. The intensity of rains may be moderate to high at times in lower Sindh, according to the official.

Fishermen have been advised special care on Saturday and Sunday.


On Friday, the minimum and maximum temperatures recorded were 25.2 and 35.2 degrees Centigrade, respectively, with humidity being at 62 per cent.

The toll of rain-related deaths since late Thursday night rose to 21 and most of the victims were electrocuted.

The other emergency cases reported at major hospitals appeared to be those of accidents, mainly involving motorcycles.


A doctor at the Emergency ward of the JPMC said that they have treated more than 25 per cent accidents caused by the slippery roads. In PECHS, two persons died of electrocution in separate incidents on Friday. They were identified as Noor Alam, 60, and Adil, 30, Ferozabad police said. Their bodies were shifted to the Jinnah Hospital for legal formalities.


Edhi officials said that two persons, reportedly relatives, were electrocuted in Orangi Town sector 11-1/2 late Thursday night. Their bodies could not be shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for due to the blocked roads, Edhi officials said.

They stated that a rickshaw driver was electrocuted when a live cable snapped from a pole and fell on him in Patel Para area while he was trying to repair his vehicle. His body was sent to Civil Hospital.

Another three persons were electrocuted in separate incidents in Usmanabad (Lyari), Moosa Lane and Pakistan Chowk (near Burhani Mosque).


Meanwhile, experts have warned of an outbreak of epidemics in low-lying areas and squatter settlements which are still under water. Over 100 cases of gastroenteritis have already been reported at hospitals, sources said.


While the city hospitals lacked adequate facilities to handle the emergency, no measures were taken by the authorities to provide preventive inoculation and spray to prevent an outbreak.

Angry citizen complained that there were no signs of emergency mobilisation, as claimed by the city and the provincial governments.

While commuters were caught up in the rivulets, no ambulance or other emergency services were on the scene to extricate the marooned people and broken down vehicles, some at certain places were seen floating.


Witnesses said that that the rainwater had entered the casualty department of the JPMC where fire-tenders were used to pump it out but with little success. The concerned cantonment board had taken no remedial measures, they said, adding that similar was the situation at the NICVD and other hospitals in the vicinity.


Korangi, the home to many millions of Karachiites, was cut off from rest of the city from three sides as roads and bridges were inundated. The road leading to the area from Qayyumabad was badly damaged. One can only reach the locality from Quaidabad side.


In Gulistan-i-Jauhar, a locality completely neglected by the elected representatives, roads have been washed away. A portion of the road leading to Pahelwan Goth from Jauhar Chowrangi caved in, taking an inter-city bus along. Because of the civic administration’s neglect, the bridge connecting Gulistan-i-Jauhar with Rashid Minhas Road at Jauhar Morr, was also threatened by the stagnant water.


Tipu Sultan Road that provides another link between Karsaz and Sharea Faisal has also been extensively damaged by the rain and it was full of potholes.

The coastal areas of Mubarak village and Muwachh Goth have been cut off as the road has been washed away by the gushing water and hundreds of people were trapped there. They are without water and other supplies. Water has entered rice godowns near the Degree College, Shamspir, and many katcha houses have been damaged by the rainwater coming down from the mountains.

(Dawn-17, 19/08/2006)

Clifton residents furious over authorities’ incompetence

KARACHI: In a rare display of anger, residents and shopkeepers came out onto main Clifton Road on Saturday afternoon to protest the hopeless situation they have been facing for the past couple of days due to inaction of civic agencies. The main Clifton Road has been flooded for the past couple of days, and people of the area say that on the one hand their movement has been severely restricted and on the other nothing is being done by the civic authorities to address the problem.


Amidst protests, there were also reports, though unconfirmed, of stray incidents of stone pelting on cars at Teen Talwar, as people vented their anger.


Residents of buildings situated between Teen Talwar and Schon Circle, along with shopkeepers of the area complained bitterly of the negligence of the authorities concerned whom they blamed for not being able to drain accumulated water from the roads and streets since the last heavy showers on Thursday.


According to the some eyewitnesses, the protestors gathered near Teen Talwar at around 2 pm and started marching towards Schon Circle. The eyewitnesses said the protestors were chanting slogans against the authorities concerned.


Tawakkal Khan, a supervisor at a supermarket nearby, said that the protestors were mostly residents of Kehkashan Apartments and Mehran Heights. He also told The News that shopkeepers whose businesses were situated along the flooded road also accompanied the residents. 

Tawakkal Khan estimated that the number of protestors could be “in the hundreds.” He said that these protestors turned violent upon reaching Schon Circle where they hurled stones at some vehicles.


Another eyewitness, Muhammad Usman, a salesman at a nearby shop, said that the basements of almost all the buildings in the area had been flooded. He said that the lives of people had become miserable. 

Usman claimed that a few women also participated in the protest. However, his claim could not be verified. 

A few other residents of the area said that this was not the first protest against water on the roads. They said in fact the people had also protested on Friday as well. 


Water could be found all the way right from old Clifton Bridge to Schon Circle, which was heavily flooded on both sides of the road. The level of the water was even higher than the height of footpath at most places. 


Meanwhile, the City Government seems to be looking at unorthodox ways to drain this water after visits by different dignitaries brought the problem to the limelight. 


After giving up hope in trying to clear the storm water drain that runs through Clifton, most of which has been encroached, the CDGK decided the novel approach of digging a ditch on one side of the Clifton underpass. This ditch will carry the water collecting on main Clifton Road to the nearby Nehr-e-Khayyam. 


The City Government on Friday started to dig Khayaban-e-Jami (the road running over the Clifton Underpass) and some surrounding lanes in order to provide an outlet to the rainwater that has gathered in the area. 

CDGK officials say that this digging will allow the stagnant water to move on towards Nehr-e-Khayyam. 

This initiative of CDGK may provide an outlet to the rainwater but it badly disturbed the traffic flow. Traffic movement was intermittently stopped as the work continued. 

This resulted in major traffic jams on most roads leading to Clifton. 


On the other hand, the KPT administration stated on Friday with great pride, “the rainwater is still accumulated on streets in the surrounding areas of the underpass, while the underpass itself was clear for traffic!”


While the KPT claims that there was no fault in the design or pumping system of the underpass as it remained functional even after heavy downpour, the citizens want KPT to justify the need for high, uneven ramps that it has built at the underpass entrance to stop the flow of water. 

These ramps have unfortunately become a target of great criticism from citizens who say that the underpass hasn’t been able to perform its function properly which is to provide smooth as well as quick flow of traffic. 

Traffic coming from Teen Talwar slows to almost a standstill as cars negotiate the ramp, forming a large queue of vehicles.


When contacted, a KPT representative said that they have made inlets in the ramps, allowing the water to move towards the Nehr through the underpass. 

He also assured that the work of pumping the water out of the area through the underpass will continue throughout the night and the area will hopefully be cleared by Sunday morning.


Residents of Clifton and Defence, however, are not that hopeful. At a press conference on Saturday, members of the Defence Associations Coordination Committee (DACC) said that the recent rains “have once again exposed the lack of planning in providing storm drains which could cater for rain water which accumulates during monsoons.” 


The residents are agitated at the lack of drainage provisions at sites where new roads have been constructed. Office bearers of the DACC told reporters at the Karachi Press Club that reconstruction of roads “should only commence after planning storm water drainage as accumulation of water washes away the asphalt, leading to waste of public funds.”


General Secretary DACC Aziz Suharwardy pointed out that 26th Street in DHA, which was constructed recently, has been destroyed during recent downpour and the water is still standing on the street. 


Moreover, he said Khayaban-e-Shahbaz and Khayaban-e-Hilal as well as Chaudhry Khaliq-uz- Zaman Road were badly damaged due to the downpour.

He said garbage collection, which has been sublet to private contractors in the Clifton Cantonment Board (CBC) area means that now “nobody is answerable.” 

He said that the budget for garbage collection has gone up from Rs40 million to Rs140 million but the area is getting filthier. 


Suhrawardy said that due to lack of representation, the voice of residents is also not being heard properly. He said until elections are held all phases of CBC, DACC should be given official representation at policy-making forums so that the “sense of deprivation that is being bred is not aggravated further.” 


In addition, he said, the residents living in Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and CBC have been facing water shortage for the last 15 years even though they are the highest water and property tax payers in the country.


Aziz Suharwardy said the hardships caused to citizens due to water shortage give credence to the notion that this all a handiwork of water mafia. 

Therefore, he said, there is an urgent need to be aware of actual figures and data regarding water supply to CBC so that a correct analysis can be done. He said CBC’s water requirement was worked out to be 9 million gallon per day (MGD) when Dr Farooq Sattar was Karachi’s mayor and this was given in writing by KW&SB. 


However, he said, CBC continued to be given less water throughout during the 90s, with residents of the area left to face hardships.

He said as per DHA’s official records, out of present allocation of 8 MGD, DHA is being supplied a maximum of 6 MGD.

(By Qadeer Tanoli & Aisha Masood, The News-4, 20/08/2006)
Bodies set up to assess rain losses


KARACHI, Aug 19: The Sindh Cabinet, which met here on Saturday under the chairmanship of Chief Minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim, formed two committees for carrying out assessment of losses caused by recent rains.

The cabinet was informed that rains in Karachi and interior of Sindh claimed 60 lives between June 28 and Aug 17, including 32 in Karachi which included 25 deaths caused due to electrocution alone.


The cabinet expressed its displeasure over deaths caused by electrocution and resolved that the KESC would be asked to pay compensation to the families of the victims.

It was made clear in the meeting that it would not be appropriate to blame the city government for the damages caused by rains in Karachi as the city government had control of only 34 per cent land while 66 per cent land control was with other agencies, including DHA and cantonment boards.

The provincial cabinet further decided that the Sindh CM would soon hold a meeting with Cantonment authorities in Karachi and ask them to coordinate with city government in improving city situation.


Akmal Laghari briefed the cabinet on flood situation while the health minister, Shabir Ahmed Qaimkhani, informed about the steps taken by his department to deal with emergency situation.

The provincial cabinet was told that flood peak of 3,49000 upstream and 3,27000 down stream was passing through Guddu Barrage and all 10 points declared sensitive were being closely monitored by the irrigation staff and Pakistan army personnel.


The cabinet was informed that surveys to assess damages were underway but so far no area in the province had been declared calamity-affected area.


Sindh health minister Shabir Ahmed Qaimkhani informed that since start of rains in the province, 29,000 cases of gastroenteritis were reported and four of them died due to the disease. Some 229 cases of snakebites were reported, but all of them were cured, he added.

He said emergency had been declared at all government hospitals and it will continue until situation returns to normalcy.

The health minister said that on Thursday last, five of the seven doctors were supposed to be on duty at the emergency ward of the Civil Hospital but they were absent and strict action was being taken against them.


The cabinet was informed that owing to construction of Lyari Expressway, the katchi abadis were removed and because of this there was no loss of lives.

He also pointed out that in the 'katcha' area of River Indus relief campus were set up in Sukkur, Ghotki and Larkana and that the people in the 'katcha' area were also provided food through boats.


Senior Member of the Board of Revenue, Anwar Haider, who is also Provincial Relief Commissioner, said in the areas where there was excessive rains survey is being conducted and a final report would be gathered after the rains are over so that decision be taken regarding declaring the affected areas as calamity hit.

(Dawn-17, 20/08/2006)

Total chaos all around water-logged Clifton spots

KARACHI, Aug 19: Traffic chaos reached another peak on Saturday afternoon when the entry and exit points of Khayaban-i-Jami and Khayaban-i-Iqbal, which cross each other at the Schon Circle, Clifton, were sealed off by the city government to dig new drains.

The traffic was diverted to the sidelanes and since these are still heavily clogged with water, a massive jam prevailed in Clifton till late Saturday night.


To drain out the 18-20 inch of water accumulated since Thursday’s rainfall near Teen Talwar and on the main and side roads of Khayaban-i-Iqbal, a four-feet drain was dug on Khayaban-i-Jami near Agha’s Super Market and Delawalla Shopping Arcade and entrances of the two main avenues of Clifton were shut from 1pm onwards.


The result was a major jam of thousands of cars for an extended time with the junctions of Mai Kolachi, Submarine roundabout, Teen Talwar and Do Talwar becoming choked with vehicles trying to find their way to their destinations from the side lanes and any other available entrance they could find.

The Chaudhry Khaleequz Zaman Road, coming from Lily Bridge, was one of the available options for the vehicles going towards Defence and Clifton, but that road was decimated in the first spell of rain and now, with over a feet of water still clogged on the entire stretch, that road is almost non- traversable.


The sudden blockades were on the instruction of the city government which has hollowed out a four-feet wide space and will be installing a drain pipe within it to facilitate the flow of accumulated water around Teen Talwar and the shops and apartment buildings in its adjacent areas where water is accumulated since Thursday.


The basements in these buildings are still inaccessible for the residents and shopkeepers of the area and hundreds of shops have suffered heavy losses in terms of damaged goods.


The four-feet drain space that was dug on Main Khayaban-i-Jami was covered by a sheet of steel on Friday morning which was immediately damaged by the passing traffic and hence roads had to be closed in the afternoon to rectify the damage and place a pipe and then cover the drain with a thicker sheet again.


When the shopkeepers opened shops on Saturday morning, they found out that the stagnant water had inundated the shops in the supermarket at Uzma Plaza and adjacent areas. Aslam, from a shop near Delawalla stated: “despite the hurried contingency measure of the drain, neither the drain has been effectual in draining out the water from shops and in the driveways in front of the Plaza, nor was the sheet of a quality to withstand traffic.”


With stagnant water creating serious issues for the retailers, a group of shopkeepers in an attempt to vent their anger, disrupted the work being carried out by the city government and started throwing the steel sheets away.


Police and Rangers had to be called in who appeared after a considerable time had elapsed and finally the situation was controlled and the work allowed to continue.


However, the traffic chaos that the closed roads had created could not be eased by the traffic police who were helplessly diverting traffic to the areas which were already jammed. Infact, traffic chaos continued in the entire city due to accumulated water for the third consecutive day after the rain as the main roads in business centres like the I. I. Chundrigar Road have still not been cleared of water and cars are forced to move at a snail’s pace, dodging unseen potholes and ditches.


Saima, a resident of Bath Island working in an office on Chundrigar Road commented: “In the absence of traffic police, cars keep going on the wrong side of the road and create more of a chaos. Coming from Lily Bridge is a nightmare because the road is totally broken and has nearly one-foot deep water.”

(By Maheen A. Rashdi, Dawn-17, 20/08/2006)

City govt starts work in cantonment areas


KARACHI, Aug 19: The city government on Saturday claimed that it had started operation to drain out storm-water accumulated in localities lying in jurisdiction of cantonment boards and other civic agencies besides its own areas.


On directive of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, the city government staff begun work on Friday night to pump out rainwater standing at Jinnah hospital’s main gate and nearby places and cleared all the stagnant water by Saturday’s evening, a city government statement said.


The city nazim along with DCO Fazlur Rehman, Crisis Management Cell in charge Masood Alam and Chief Fire Officer Kazim Ali visited the affected part of Jinnah hospital on Friday night.


He said that although the area was in the jurisdiction of cantonment board the city government felt its responsibility to provide help and facilities to Karachiites residing in any locality facing problems. He noted that Jinnah hospital was the city’s busiest hospital where hundreds of patients visited everyday and if water remained accumulated there they would face immense difficulties. Therefore, the city government teams without considering jurisdiction of areas were clearing stagnant water and filling potholes, he added.


During his night-long visit to the National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Teen Talwar, Bath Island, Clifton Beach Park, I.I. Chundrigar Road and other rain-affected areas, he said about 70 per cent of rainwater accumulated on I.I. Chundrigar Road had been pumped out.

He claimed that overall situation in the city was under control, except at Bath Island, where efforts were being made to drain out standing storm-water.


The nazim said the latest downpour in the metropolis was phenomenal and so far record 73-millimeter rainfall had occurred due to which some low-lying areas were inundated. He said the city government was working day and night in its areas to provide relief to citizens and advised the cantonment boards and other civic bodies to fulfil their responsibilities in getting people rid of situation arising out of rains.


Mustafa Kamal said that over 4,000 dumpers, loaders had been engaged in cleaning and desilting storm-water drains and nullahs during the drive launched in June this year.

(Dawn-19, 20/08/2006)

Residents worried over stagnant water

KARACHI, Aug 19: Representatives of the Defence Associations’ Coordination Committee said on Saturday that the recent rains had exposed the efficiency and planning by the cantonment board concerned as major portions of DHA and Clifton areas were still under water though it had not rained in the past 48 hours.


Speaking at a press conference at the Karachi Press Club, Aziz Suharwardy, Rahila Farooq, Habibur Rehman, Atiq Khan and others said that despite the passage of many days, Chaudhry Khaleequz Zaman Road, Delhi Colony, Submarine Chowk, 26th Streets, Beach Avenue and various other roads in DHA Phases II Ext, Phase IV and V could not be cleared of rainwater.

Criticising the Clifton Cantonment Board for its failure, they said that the board had earlier been spending around Rs40 million on account of collecting garbage through its own staff, but now it had hired a contractor for the purpose and paying him an amount of Rs140 million. Despite an extra payment of Rs100 million, the garbage collection system was deteriorating, they wondered.

They said that residents of Defence and Clifton were paying comparatively more for water, but water was not being supplied to them in adequate quantity.


The KWSB charged its other consumers Rs45 per 1,000 gallons whereas it provided water to DHA for Rs75 per for the same quantity, they pointed out. They demanded that nine million gallons per day water for the two localities be provided to them as was the allocated share.

(Dawn-18, 20/08/2006)

Flood emergency plans ready

KARACHI: Any flooding in the Lyari River due to the current monsoon spell could hit densely populated areas of Karachi and also damage an incoming land route to the metropolis, concerned quarters anticipate with fear. 


However, the level of water in Lyari River has so far remained largely under control, not causing any major overflowing or flood situation. The town administrations in the city under whose jurisdiction the river crosses, have declared emergency and adopted urgent measures to cope with any impending calamity-like situation. 

The flooding situation in Malir River and resultant emergency caused in low-lying residential areas around the river, has already endangered many squatter and underdeveloped settlements in Korangi and Malir towns.


It has been learnt that town and union council administrations have prepared flood emergency plans with advance measures for mass evacuation of population in the low-lying areas and settlements situated near the riverbank. 


Nazim Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Wasay Jaleel informed The News that the union councils in his town with passage of Lyari River had readied contingency plans and identified school buildings, town halls, and other government’s establishments for possible evacuation and resettlement of population inhabiting across the riverbank.

He said that earlier resettlement of population carried out for the construction of Lyari Expressway had largely mitigated any chances of immediate danger due to the flooding of Lyari River. 

He, however, said that persisting encroachment near the bank and bed of Lyari River still represented a serious threat and it could cause overflowing and flooding of rainwater in the nearby thickly-populated areas of the Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town. He said that operation against encroachments in areas near Lyari River bank had also started as part of emergency measures.


According to the concerned quarters among citizens, parts of Federal B Area, Hussainabad, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Sohrab Goth and its adjoining areas, portions of Super Highway within the city limits and some parts of Lyari, SITE, and Baldia Towns could be severely affected and possibly be inundated due to overflowing and flooding in the Lyari River. 

It is worth mentioning here that residents of low-lying areas of Hussainabad and FB Area Block-20 were alarmed and even publicly cautioned to leave their settlements to avoid overflow of the river after the city received heaviest downpour last Thursday (August 17). However, any immediate threat to human settlements near the Lyari River bank could not become a reality. 


The concerned citizens and other public quarters in the city said that any further spell of heavy downpour in the city would cause flood in the Lyari River and hence the worst fears of the already threatened human settlements and localities across the river channel could also come true. The city-district government, concerned town and union council administrations have yet to take full-scale emergency measures to cope with the flood situation, they said.


However, residents of some of the localities in SITE Town have already been affected due to rising water level in the Lyari River. The residents of Old Golimar, Mianwali Colony, and Haroonabad areas have been seriously threatened as rainwater inundated their localities and further seeped into their houses. The residents of the localities in question have been spending sleepless nights for the last three days. 

In a related development, nazim of Orangi Town has advised residents of low-lying areas and settlements near the riverbank and storm water drains to immediately move out of their areas and relocate in safer places in view of further forecast of rains.

(The News-2, 21/08/2006)
Lyari roads, streets serve as sewage course

KARACHI, Aug 20: Overflowing gutters, chocked drains, dilapidated sewerage system and such other problems are common in all towns of the metropolis, but the situation in its periphery is worse, particularly in those areas where the a sewerage system or other civic facilities are either non-existent or a dilapidated condition.


Karachi’s oldest settlement of Lyari is one such area where people have to endure stinking smell wafting from the worn out sewerage network for decades. Laid by British rulers, the network once was absolutely perfect for which they must be credited. However, it was not meant for a population of several millions, but a few thousand. Moreover, it has lived its life long ago.


Lyari Town is now the most populous town and residents of its certain areas have been living with the same old sewerage system which cannot at all cater to the needs of a huge population. Resultantly, the situation has turned horrible as the entire delivery system of civic facilities has almost collapsed. The current monsoon rains have aggravated the situation further and the affected people have been holding the civic agencies responsible for the multiplying problems they have been made to face.


Accusing the civic agencies of showing sheer neglect, community leaders say that although the problems are chronic these agencies had never bothered to address them seriously. They would not take prompt and appropriate measures to prevent a small problem becoming a crisis, say the leaders.


During a survey of the rain-hit areas of Lyari, they told this reporter that Lyari has an infrastructure built almost 100 years back whereas those of most other towns of the city were not older than 50 years. This century old infrastructure built for a few thousand people, has been bearing the load of several million people as the uncontrolled population growth has increased pressure. The plots measuring an average 40-60 square yards once had a ground floor occupied by a small family but now each of the plots has a multi-storey building housing scores of small and big families.


The haphazard and widespread construction, along with the population growth, has ultimately increased commercial, trade and other activities manifold. This has further multiplied the requirement of water, power and other utility services, besides health, education and sanitation facilities. “Our policy planners, elected representatives and bureaucrats seem less interested in taking all these facts into account while distributing funds and granting approval to development projects,” the community leaders said.


Residents of Lyari say that the recent rainfall has caused a total collapse of the civic system at the very outset. As a result, the sewage-mixed rainwater has been spilling all over the roads and streets and there is no say to flush it out.


Frequent power failures have added to the miseries of the affected families which are left with no choice but to drain out rainwater from their houses and streets on a self-help basis.


In Baghdadi, Saifi Lane and Ali Mohammad Mohalla (Kalri), youths had volunteered themselves to clear the clogged gutter lines to rid their neighbours of filthy stinking sewage that had entered their houses and devastated the environment of the localities.


An irate social worker criticised the civic agencies concerned for their indifferent attitude towards the poor people’s plight. The elected representatives of the area were equally responsible for the present messy conditions, he added.

He pointed out that the storm-water drains and nullahs had never been cleared of filth and garbage for two decades. He said that the stuffing had rendered these drains and nullahs worthless. The concerned civic agencies would have to dig out the old conduits and lay new pipelines higher than the level of storm-water drains so that rainwater and sewage could flow into the wider nullahs, he said.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-16, 21/08/2006)

Funds for sewerage project promised

KARACHI, Aug 21: Federal Minister Shamim Siddiqui on Monday said that special funds would be got sanctioned for improvement of sewerage system in Malir. These funds would be apart from the Rs100 million being spent in the town for sewerage system. For this purpose, the minister would make a special request to the prime minister.Shamim Siddiqui also inspected the water supply line being laid in UC-4 and visited stormwater drains.


The federal minister also visited a relief cam and met the families affected by rains. He was told that 250 families were shifted as water had entered in houses. He also met the rain affected people of Haji Sukhia Goth and inquired about their welfare.

He also visited Madina Colony where three houses were damaged by rains, and met the family members of two boys who drowned in an underground water tank of Mohammadi Ground. He said that although the town had already paid Rs300,000 compensation to the affected family, he would seek more funds for the affected families.

He was accompanied by Malir Town Nazim Ansar Sheikh and Naib Nazim Sharafat Ali.


While talking to the affected people of Thado nullah at the relief camp, Shamim Siddiqui said that bridge at the nullah would be built soon as construction of this bridge was part of ADP scheme. He also inquired about the difficulties faced by them, and said that steps would be taken to overcome these problems.

He said that two major utility stores would be opened to cater to the requirements of the sprawling township. He also listened to the problems of area people gathered at a utility outlet.


During his visit to Ammar Yasir Phase-II, the federal minister directed that PC-I should be prepared for improvement of sewerage system and for removal of bottlenecks in the supply of water to the area.


Shamim Siddiqui said that Hashim Raza and Liaquat Ali Khan roads in Model Colony would be built soon after completion of work on sewerage network. He said earlier rainwater used to remain stagnant for weeks in the town, but owing to efforts made by the councilors and nazims, rainwater was promptly disposed.

(Dawn-18, 22/08/2006)

Four of a family die as house collapses


LAHORE, Aug 21: An elderly woman, her daughter and two granddaughters were buried alive when their house collapsed in the old city area on Monday. This is the seventh incident of building collapse in the city during the current monsoon season in which more than a dozen people have lost their lives and scores have been injured.


Shamim Bibi, 60, lived alone in her three-storey house in Kashmiri Mohala, Akbari Gate. Her daughter Munawar Bibi, 35, and granddaughters Ruqqayya, 12, and Mahnoor, 1, who lived in an adjacent house, were spending the night at her home when the building collapsed and the four inmates were buried alive.


Munawwar Bibi’s husband Nawaz, a trader of Brandreth Road, told reporters that the neighbours starting removing the debris a rescue team of 1122 and other civic agencies reached the spot hours later.

By the time the women were taken out, they had died, he said. Relatives of the victims and people of the area later held a demonstration and chanted slogans against the government for late arrival of the rescue teams.

(By Zulqernain Tahir, Dawn-1, 22/08/2006)

Nursery market picks up the pieces after Thursday’s rains

KARACHI: Shopkeepers in one of the most renowned furniture markets of Karachi, the Nursery Furniture Market, have had to pay a heavy price for running their business in a low-lying area. 


Due to heavy rains that lashed the city on Thursday the entire market was submerged up to two feet causing the rainwater to gush into almost all the shops. Valuable goods like furniture, electronic appliances, cooking ranges and carpets worth thousands of rupees were damaged.

Although the rain did not last more than two hours, the intensity with which the water flowed into the shops did not give the salespeople much time to think. There are approximately 250 furniture shops in the area, most of which sell hardwood furniture items that can be easily damaged once exposed to water.


“I only sell wooden furniture and most of it got damaged. Within no time the water level rose up to a foot and then kept on increasing. All I could think of at that time was to place the wooden items on plastic stools that were only a foot high. The standing water further spoilt the furniture and I couldn’t do anything to prevent the loss,” said Syed Samar Abbas of Ailia Furnitures. After bearing a financial loss of approximately Rs.250, 000, he has decided to keep higher stools in store as a precautionary measure.


He said most of the furniture deemed useless was sent back to the workshop yesterday from where it might be discarded or the plywood would be re-used depending on the level of moisture retained by it. He explained that wooden furniture swells after coming in contact with water and traps air that makes it difficult to repair.


The entire market wore a deserted look on Monday because of the absence of customers who are unwilling to shop in filthy conditions. The shopkeepers too, refuse to spread their furniture items outside their shops like they usually do to attract customers. “I’m too shocked to get back to running my business...everything is ruined and I fear that further rains would spoil my furniture,” said another dealer.


However unlike others, Fayyaz Ahmed of Ismail Furniture said that apart from a few mattresses and office furniture he did not face much of a financial loss because he mostly deals in furniture made of wrought iron.


Apart from furniture, electronic appliances like washing machines, television sets, sewing machines and microwaves were also damaged after coming in contact with the rainwater that seeped in. 


A few private banks in the area were also hit by the floods that disrupted their computer systems. Zaheer Kazmi, Manager of Allied Bank Limited, disclosed that most of their documents in their safe got soaked. He said that to avoid further problems, the staff has temporarily shifted to another branch at Sharea Faisal till the time the sewage-contaminated water is drained. He also said that it has been three days but the concerned authorities have still not come forward to help the disaster struck area.


“The sewage system was completely choked. It took us two days to drain out the water and we have done all that we could. No assistance from the government or civic administration has come so far,” said a shopkeeper of Jameel and Sons Furniture.

He also added that reports aired on the electronic media about cleanliness of the area were false as he was an eyewitness to the pretentious acts of the city government workers. “They were literally posing in front of the camera after every few meters on Sharea Faisal and pretended to clean the garbage and sweep the rainwater even though they did nothing to help us!” he complained.


He has been running his business in the area since 1962 and said that a similar calamity hit the Nursery area in 1992 after which he had iron barriers built at the entrance of his shop. “But the water level was simply uncontrollable this time. It just kept rising and we had to helplessly look at our furniture being soaked.” He sells wooden beds, cupboards and sofas.


However one of the few lucky shops that were saved from being flooded were those built a few feet above the ground. “One has to sensibly plan out the construction of a shop in a low-lying area like Nursery. We know this is a coastal city that is hit by heavy monsoons every other year which is why perhaps the owner of Motiwala Furniture got his shop constructed at a higher level,” said a sweeper.


What was even more surprising was the attitude of KESC officials who refused to turn off the power in the area. “When we saw the water level rising, we were scared that the exposed electricity wires could generate water current and electrocute people. To prevent that from happening the area people telephoned the KESC office who ignored their concern. This further created a panic,” said Dr. Ziyad Mahmood of Roshan Clinic who added that his clinic was submerged too. ‘Most of the medicines, documents and surgical instruments at my clinic got damaged’ he adds. It is clear that Thursday rain was not welcomed by anyone because the loss it brought in terms of human lives and valuables is too profound to get the city back into the groove.

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-4, 22/08/2006)
Uplift schemes linked to sewerage system

KARACHI: Development projects and plans can never deliver fruitful results till an improvement is brought about in the sewerage lines in Saddar. This was stated by Saddar Town Nazim Mohammed Dilawar during a visit to his town area and said in particular, as long as the water drainage system was not made effective all development works would be washed away.


Dilawar said top issues of Saddar town residents were water supply and the water drainage system. Meanwhile, the joint secretary citizens rights committee, Ms Rehana Tabassum has said heaps of garbage , filthy Nullahs are playing a vital in degrading the environmental conditions, giving rise to pollution.


The Citizens Rights Committee in a press release issued demanded of President Musharraf to immediately sack City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal as according to committee he has miserably failed to provide civic facilities to the citizens during the recent fall.


Liaquatabad Town: While the city Nazim is busy in the emergency relief work as the city received heavy downpour this year, the Liaquatabad Town Nazim is busy in tree plantation drive.

A press release issued on Monday stated that there is no rainwater accumulated in Liaquatabad Town. While, on the contrary, the locals have complained of unattended sludge spread all over the area, washed-away roads and choked sewerage lines.


Usama Qadri, Liaquatabad Town Nazim, has asked the area residents to plant more and more plants and saplings in their areas. People criticised that the town Nazim did not pay any attention to the Annu Bahi Park which is still submerged in rainwater and the Nazimabad underpass is already in bad shape. The alternative roads have been completely washed away in the recent downpour, they said.

The area people have requested City Nazim Mustafa Kamal to ask the Liaquatabad Town Nazim to pay attention in providing the civic facilities to the residents who are running pillar to post to get their sewerage problems resolved.

(The News-4, 22/08/2006)

Ibad laments lack of drainage infrastructure


KARACHI, Aug 21: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad has said that Karachi is a megacity which is developing very fast, despite lacking planning in the past when no drainage system and infrastructure was provided under the misconception that the city does not receive much rainfall.


The governor, accompanied by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, paid a surprise visit to various parts of the city for over three hours on the night between Sunday and Monday and reviewed the water drainage work. He visited the birthplace of Quaid-i-Azam in Kharadar, Dr Ziauddin Road, Clifton, Lyari and Saddar Town besides various other city areas.


Talking on the occasion, Dr Ishratul Ibad said that weather is changing world over and Karachi, this year, received more rainfall.

He pointed out that drainage system is now being provided under the roads being constructed and on old roads as well.

He informed that four-feet water accumulated on I.I. Chundrigar Road was drained out in 24 hours. He said every work does take some time, the City Nazim and his team worked day and night and completed the task of months and weeks in days.


The governor said that previous governments took no initiative for resolving this problem while present one is finding out a lasting solution to all problems and hopefully citizens would not face them in future.Referring to the opposition's criticism, he said they can say anything out of their political expediencies, but the people are watching the whole situation themselves that how Nazim and his team were working on roads continuously for 24 hours.


Those in the opposition making criticism today had been in the government in the past but they paid no attention to such problems, he said.


Mustafa Kamal said that whatever work being done so far, was carried out keeping the planning of previous governments in view. But what we are planning and doing work today would yield positive results in future.

The Nazim of Kharadar Union Council, Abdul Razzaq Sangani, while appreciating the Governor's visit in the wee hours of the morning, observed that he is working day and night to provide relief to people.

The DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehmman, MD Water Board Brig Iftekhar Haider and other officials were also present.

(Dawn-17, 22/08/2006)

Work begins on sewerage project in Clifton

KARACHI, Aug 22: The KWSB with a view to improving drainage system of Clifton, Bath Island and Gulshan-i-Faisal on Tuesday began construction of a main conduit from Glass Tower to Schon Circle and laying four lines of 48-inch diameter from Schon Circle to Nehar-i-Khayam on war-footing basis.


Work on both the conduit and the four lines, being laid on the directives of Sindh governor Dr Ishratul Ibad and the city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, is expected to be completed in a couple of days.


KWSB’s managing director Brig Iftikhar Haider has set up his camp office at Schon Circle to help solve the Clifton’s drainage problem expeditiously.


Reviewing the pace of work on the project, he said with the completion of the conduit and the pipelines’ work, the drainage issue of Clifton, Bath Island and Gulshan-i-Faisal will be resolved for the next 50 years.

He said task of undertaking the project work has been assigned to officials who have recently successfully accomplished the 100 mgd K-3 project and these officials including chief engineer Mashkoor-ul-Hasnain, project manager Misbahuddin Fareed and deputy project manage Ayub Shekh, are working day and night under his supervision.


Brig Haider exhorted the officials to discharge their duties efficiently and diligently so that the project is completed before its scheduled period.

Offering apologies on behalf of the KWSB to the residents of Clifton and the Board’s consumers who had to suffer in the wake of recent rains, he hoped that the residents of Clifton would cooperate with the officials working on the drainage project.

Later, he inspected repair work of a sunken 54-inch sewer main trunk, near chief minister’s house and directed the Zone-II chief engineer Najme Alam and superintending engineer Ghulam Qadir to get the work completed expeditiously.


Meanwhile, the city government has decided to search and revive the old drain constructed in Kharadar, Boulton Market and Old City area for draining out rain water, adds APP.


Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed that work on the revival of this drain, which was constructed in pre-Pakistan days and was the only source of drainage of water of entire old City, should be started forthwith.

On Sunday night, the city nazim inspected this drain for over one-and-a-half hours and saw those portions whereon constructions have been raised.

Mr Kamal observed that the drain is there for disposal of rain water from old City Area, but it has now come under constructions and finally closed down. He said no one paid attention to this which caused great problems for residents of old Karachi, particularly Kharadar, Mithadar and Boulton Market.

(Dawn-18, 23/08/2006)

Performance of DHA and CCB termed unsatisfactory: 

Immediate action ordered

KARACHI, Aug 23: The DHA governing body has expressed its deep concern, sympathies and support to the Defence residents for the agonising sufferings they had to bear because of the recent torrential rains in the metropolis.

A statement on Wednesday said that the governing body took a serious view of the chaos and havoc created in certain localities of Defence due to rains and directed DHA management to undertake massive rainwater drainage, maintenance and cleanliness operations in the rain-affected areas to alleviate the problems of the residents.

Defence Secretary Lt-Gen (Retd) Tariq Waseem Ghazi, who is also the chairman governing body, directed the DHA to initiate immediate repairs of all damaged roads in Defence on emergency basis. The 22nd annual meeting of DHA governing body was held at DHA’s main office on Wednesday.


Lt-Gen (retd) Tariq Waseem asked the DHA authorities to put all its system in place, review its civic management strategy and act proactively in dealing with the natural calamities and emergencies.


The governing body also expressed its dissatisfaction at the poor performance of Clifton Cantonment Board during the rain emergency and directed DG Military Lands and Cantonments to take immediate measures for capacity building of CCB to undertake maintenance responsibilities of all developed phases of Defence.


Commander Corps Lt-Gen Ahsan Azhar Hayat directed the DHA to undertake restructuring and remodelling of all its existing sewerage and drainage systems in a futuristic manner to obviate recurrence of such a pathetic scenario in the future.

The governing body was informed that DHA power and desalination project, a unique venture of its kind in the country, was in the advanced stage of completion, which would start its operation by the end of this year.


After completion of the project, 3mgd water would be available from desalination plant along with 3mgd additional water from K-III project of the KWSB, which would resolve the longstanding problem of water shortage in Defence.


Lt-Gen (Retd) Tariq Waseem asked the DHA management to funnel all the profits earned from various schemes by the Authority to bring about a quantum improvement in provision of better civic amenities and living environment in all phases of Defence. He said that the major DHA mega projects, such as waterfront developments, infrastructural development of Phase-VIII, refurbishment of old phases, development of Phase-II and Creek City, should be given completed expeditiously by removing all the impediments in way of their smooth execution.

The governing body reiterated its confidence in the efficacy of DHA waterfront projects, which envisaged provision of free and uninhibited accessibility of 80 per cent prime beachfront area to the general public in its improved yet pristine form.

The project would turn the Clifton beach into a most attractive recreational and entertainment resort of the city free of any charge.


The meeting also accorded approval for the state-of-the-art development of Phase-II land astride Super Highway for making a modern satellite town through some renowned private developers for value addition of the project.


Earlier, DHA administrator outlined the genetic urban problems faced by Defence due to its low lying location and non-availability of adequate open areas, utilities and infrastructural corridors.

Defence Secretary Lt-Gen Tariq Waseem at the end commended DHA Administrator Brig Maqsood Hussain for rendering outstanding services during his three-year tenure, completing by the end of this month.

(Dawn-18, 24/08/2006)
Sewage overflows on Chundrigar Road


KARACHI: Sewage water coming out of choked and blocked gutters has started to overfow onto I I Chundrigar Road, considered the Wall Street and Fleet Street of Pakistan. The city government officials have not been able to tackle this problem despite the fact that the sewage has now come onto the main road and is posing both health and traffic hazard. Pedestrians and motorists alike say that they are facing problems on this main road, which is also one of the busiest streets in the city. The CDGK and Saddar Town officials say that the reason for the overflowing gutters is that they are blocked further down. An operation was earlier conducted to block storm drains and gutters drains near the Karachi Stock Exchange building. However, the contend that this has met with limited success.

(The News-4, 29/08/2006)
Collapsed drainage system

KARACHI: Residents of D D Chaudhary Road, Baghdadi, Lyari and UC number 5 have complained about the collapsed drainage system in their area as well as on Fida Hussain Sheikha Road, Yousuf Haroon Road and adjacent streets. 

According to them, all streets have become slushy as the sewerage water was overflowing for the last couple of weeks. The system was laid about fifty years ago. They said the system has completed its natural life and is unable to withstand the pressure brought on by burgeoning population.

They said the drainage lines were undersized due to which sewerage water overflows on roads and streets. They said multi-storied buildings had further aggravated the situation.


Talking to this reporter, they said the rainwater was still accumulated on the main road and its adjoining streets. Due to lack of proper cleanliness arrangements, it was producing foul smell and people were facing inconvenience and mental agony.

They said the stagnant water has become a breeding ground for mosquitoes and other bugs and they fear epidemics might break out.

(The News-2, 30/08/2006)
DHA told to redesign sewerage


KARACHI, Aug 30: Lt-Gen Azhar Hayat, the Corps Commander-V, who is also President DHA executive board has emphasized the need for taking proper stock of post-rains situation in DHAPresiding over a meeting of the Defence Housing Society executive board on Wednesday at the Defence Housing Authority's main office, he asked the DHA to develop a comprehensive plan for redesigning and redoing sewerage and storm-water drainage system futuristically to solve the problem on permanent rather than piecemeal basis.


He also ordered immediate repair of all roads in DHA damaged due to rains. He emphasized that a comprehensive action under a well-planned strategy be initiated to ensure that the infrastructural system flaws and deficiencies were effectively addressed. He asked the DHA and the CCB to ensure proper co-ordination with the city government, while planning their sewerage and drainage systems.


The executive board directed the DHA to take proactive steps for improvement of security environment in DHA by augmenting the efforts of police through enhanced patrolling and monitoring by DHA vigilance of the area. The board was also informed that 25 modern electronic cameras were being installed at various vital locations in the DHA, including commercial areas for the monitoring purpose.The board expressed its dissatisfaction over the work of garbage and debris removal by the CBC contractors in the DHA.


The president executive board emphasized the need for capacity building of the CBC and asked the DHA Vigilance to constantly monitor the sanitation and cleanliness situation in the DHA and keep the management informed of lapses of ensuring remedial actions.


The Corps Commander impressed upon DHA to expedite its efforts for bringing its ongoing mega projects to an advanced stage of completion. He said that these projects would help the DHA to meet the changing requirements of the future.

The executive board asked the DHA to bring suitable changes in construction bylaws to make them more realistic and user-friendly. The crops commander paid glowing tributes to the outgoing Administrator Brig Maqsood Hussain for his momentous contribution for the betterment of DHA during his three-year tenure.


Later, Brig Kamran Aziz Qazi, the new Administrator of DHA, took oath as member executive board. The new administration would take charge of his office from Sept 1.


Meanwhile, the ground-breaking ceremony of the 20-inch, 14-km-long pipeline for the supply of gas to the power generation and desalination plant located in Defence Housing Authority, Phase VIII was performed on Wednesday by Munawar Baseer Ahmad, Managing Director, SSGC.


Brig Maqsood Ahmed, Administrator DHA, SSGC's senior management and other DHA officials were among those present.


The Administrator, with the senior management of the SSGC, also performed the first joint welding of the pipeline which is being built at a cost of Rs223 million and is expected to bring 17.5 million cubic feet gas per day (mmcfd) to the desalination plant. A gas sales agreement was signed between the SSGC and DHA in 2005.


Speaking on the occasion, Managing Director SSGC termed the gas supply project a 'milestone achievement' and also lauded the DHA for initiating the unique concept of the desalination plant for providing potable water as well as electricity to the residents of the area.

He said that work on the gas supply project was progressing on a fast-track basis and would be commissioned by December 2006 and hoped that its success would set a future direction for more such projects involving SSGC and DHA.


Munawar Baseer Ahmad further pointed out that SSGC was working towards becoming a model utility organization and was cultivating a culture of 'service with a smile' for serving its customers better.


In his brief address, Brigadier Maqsood Ahmed, DHA administrator, called the desalination plant as one of the biggest achievements of his three year tenure.

He emphasized that the ongoing work on the DHA desalination project was right on schedule and SSGC's contribution in the form of gas supply would ensure its total success.

“DHA and SSGC are ready to take on even greater challenges for improving the quality of life of the residents of the area” he said. The administrator specifically lauded the engineers and workers of SSGC for their tireless efforts in bringing gas to the desalination plant.


Earlier, Mohammad Hashim, GM Projects and Construction, SSGC presented an overview of the project and paid tribute to the commitment and dedication of the MD of SSGC and the DHA administrator for ensuring successful completion of the project.

(Dawn-18, 31/08/2006)
Why this catastrophe? 
Why Karachi turned into a cesspool when it rained

Why this catastrophe? The answer to this question lies in the fast growing land hunger, greed, corruption and inefficiency of those responsible for the civic infrastructure of Karachi. The various agencies – the city government, the town administrations, the KWSB, the cantonment boards, the DHA and so on -- whose job it was to have geared up for the rains did not attend to their responsibilities and indulged in a blame game. Please see details below in a article written by Zubeida Mustafa
 

Why Karachi turned into a cesspool when it rained

  August 31, 2006 
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	M E T R O  V O I C E 

	By Zubeida Mustafa


THE rains this monsoon have devastated Karachi. The impression sought to be created by the city fathers on whom blame is being heaped is that the rainfall this year was exceptionally heavy.

It is also being suggested that the city has never emerged unscathed whenever it has poured. But these are myths. First of all it must be pointed out that admittedly the rain in late July and August this year was more than what is normal in lean years. But it did not set any record. In the last few weeks Karachi has had 289mm rain. Not a fantastic figure by any means.

In 2003, the city received 308mm with record rainfall of 105mm on July 28, 2003 when the city was drenched with water which drained out from the main thoroughfares in a day or two. This year the maximum rain Karachi received in one spell was 80mm and the water continued to flood many areas and key communication arteries for over 10 days. It also flooded many homes and shops in Clifton that had been quite secure previously. Most horrendously, the sewers got choked and the city turned into a cesspool.

Why this catastrophe? The answer to this question lies in the fast growing land hunger, greed, corruption and inefficiency of those responsible for the civic infrastructure of Karachi. The various agencies – the city government, the town administrations, the KWSB, the cantonment boards, the DHA and so on -- whose job it was to have geared up for the rains did not attend to their responsibilities and indulged in a blame game.

In July last year, the Sindh governor admitting that the drainage system was in a mess decided that the KWSB should be assigned the task of cleaning and desilting of nullahs. But the decision was not actually implemented until June 2006. By then the city government had already received a fund of Rs 242 million for rain preparations.

There are, however, some basic facts that have not been fully revealed. They need to be laid before the public which has suffered so much misery and is entitled to compensation for the losses incurred for no fault of its own. The stormwater drains that are designed to carry the rainwater were not cleaned – one cannot say since when. What happened to the millions that are allocated year after year for the cleaning of the drains and nullahs stretching over 1,000kms in all. Where has the money earmarked for this job being going? This fraud came to the fore when the rains came.

But could the nullahs have been cleaned in normal course even if someone wanted to do his job? No, not at all. Because the stage has been reached that many of these nullahs simply cannot be cleaned without massive digging up and demolition as has been partly done now. These drains have been encroached upon and the openings used for the dredging and cleaning operation have been blocked off. That is why when crisis struck this city there was the need to dig up and remove encroachments leading to heated arguments and threats because the encroachers are not poor and disadvantaged. They are the rich and the famous.

There are nullahs that have been given away for car parks – vide the Soldier Bazaar nullah behind Shaheen Complex, and the Glass Tower nullah in Clifton next to Habib Bank – with no mandatory provision being made for constructing manholes and openings for cleaning the drains. The KWSB says that of the 40,000-feet Soldier Bazaar nullah, 25,000 feet have been encroached upon.

Aesthetically they might look superb being neatly covered and the muck hidden away from the naked eye – but they are most unpractical as far as maintenance and cleaning operations are concerned.

The choked drains can prove to be a disaster in the rainy season since there is no outlet for the accumulated water. The excess water was allowed to flow into the sewers that also got choked spewing out the effluent into the stagnant rainwater. In a city, where garbage is not routinely collected in every locality, the nullahs are conveniently used as garbage dumping sites and they are virtually covered with a layer of plastic bags and waste which can be lethal. Besides, the nullahs are also being used as sewers – in many cases illegally after bribing the KWSB and the city government functionaries.

Worse still, ineptitude and corruption have also played a role in bringing matters to a head.

At Schon Circle, where the famous KPT underpass has been designed and built by Nespak, the branch of the Glass Tower nullah that had drained water from Clifton’s Block-8 into Nehr-i-Khayyam was blocked off during the construction of the underpass. Nespak in its wisdom replaced four 24-inch- diametre pipes with only one 15-inch-dia pipeline, thus creating a choke point. What happened in Clifton was a disaster waiting to happen. On the Mai Kolachi Road end, the pipes that drain water into the shrinking mangrove swamps were also reduced in size. Besides, the swamps have also been denied free access to the sea because land has been reclaimed and allotted. A marriage hall has already sprung up and PICIC’s signboard announces that its head office will be built there. This has emerged as a new choke point. Little wonder Sultanabad was flooded.

But the most serious theft that has taken place has been in the 125-feet-long Nehr-i-Khayyam itself. It is being covered as a box drain only 15 feet in width. The remaining 115-feet land along the nullah has already been used for marking plots – eight in the block on the west of Khayaban-i-Iqbal and more on the other side.

The EDO, when I asked him about this land scam, vehemently denied it but others provided me the map. It is important that this matter be investigated to establish the truth of the matter.

Then there are the road builders who did not attend to the drainage of water from the newly constructed roads now in ruins. The drains that line the road to carry away the rain water are virtually non-existent in many cases. In others, they are choked.

Some excerpts from a note describing the state of the storm water drains prepared by the KWSB when it took over the cleaning operation are quite revealing:

(i) A major number of stormwater drains are in deplorable condition;
(ii) Many of the stormwater drains of the city, particularly in the old city areas, have been covered and markets and other buildings have been built thereon;

In kutchi abadies, encroachment on nullahs have reduced the natural width of nullahs;
(iii) Kucha nullahs in several places are fully silted and are used as a track by scooters, bicycles or pedestrians;
(iv) Shuttering was not removed after construction of culverts at road crossings;
(v) RCC pipes used at road crossings are fully or partially choked;
(vi) Most of the storm water drains are dustbins and people throw all their garbage into these drains which has reduced their capacity to drain away rainwater.”

(By Zubaida Mustafa, Daily Dawn, 31/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER

Virtues of pedestrian facilitation


RECENT rains had a strong impact on the routine urban life in Karachi. The most visible was the complete breakdown of transportation network. Flooding of major and minor roads due to rain and sewage water caused break down of passenger cars and other vehicles. Over-congestion due to chaotic mobility patterns caused long standing traffic jams.


Mobility of common people was constrained to such an extent that, on many corridors, vehicle movement came to a complete halt. The only way people could move was by walking. A survey of various city streets showed that the footpaths were broken down, encroached upon, ill-maintained or entirely non-existent. The people had to rough it out to reach their respective destinations. They were generally complaining that if government agencies cannot build technically sound roads, it can at least keep provision for safe pedestrian movement all across the city.


City development work in Karachi is generally disregarding the pedestrian movement. Whereas the emphasis remains on developing signal-free roads, pedestrian crossings are nowhere to be found. The middle class and the rich, who move in fast whizzing automobiles, are given enormous preference in development priorities.

The poor and lower-income groups are under constant danger of being hurt while attempting to cross the streets or walk at the edges. This amounts to a grave social injustice which is dividing our society.


The city district government of Karachi must respond to this issue without any delay by preparing/revising the planning standards of roads/streets, project design and execution mechanisms. If injustice persists without any relief, we may slowly end up in an urban crisis nobody would be able to resolve.


DR NOMAN AHMED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 01/09/2006)

‘Sewerage and water lines to be fixed’

KARACHI: City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the concerned authorities to check the sewerage and water lines thoroughly on roads leading to the graveyards before Shab-e-Barat and ensure that there exist no leakages. 


Addressing a meeting of engineers of the KW&SB at his office on Friday, he pointed out that a large number of people visit graves of their relatives and dear ones on Shab-e-Barat for offering Fateha. Therefore, all facilities should be provided for them on this occasion and if any leakages are found, the same should be fixed immediately. 

He observed that since these lines have become old, the leakages occur more often. 


Kamal asked the engineers to check the lines twice a day and in case of any leakages, they should report back immediately. 

The city Nazim said that if the report was not submitted regarding the leakages and if they get information from other sources, then action will be taken against the concerned XEN. 


Brig Iftekhar Haider, MD KW&SB and other officials attended the meeting.

(The News-3, 02/09/2006)
Monsoonal cloudburst and after

Kevin Costner’s mega movie “Water World” was a disaster as far as box office is concerned. We witness a similar disaster of civic amenities in the wake of recent heavy rains in Karachi. Large parts of the provincial metropolis and the biggest industrial and commercial centre of the country were submerged during monsoonal cloudburst. 


The change in weather during the whole season and the increment in the Hub Dam level, from where water is distributed to the city, were the only two positive aspects of the recent rains.


Tales of citizens’ misery and helplessness are long and varied. More than 50 people lost their lives by electrocution; rainwater mixed with sewage started running in their houses; long and unpredictable power outages inconvenienced them as did out-of-order telephones and other cellular networks. Flies and mosquitoes were suddenly in strength everywhere. Increasing number of diarrhoea cases reported in city hospitals, especially from slum and remote parts of the city, was cause for concern. People cried in anguish but their cries fell on deaf ears, so it seemed.


Various agencies responsible for providing civic amenities and coping with this sort of situation made their presence felt not by doing what they were supposed to do but by indulging in the blame game.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) pointed fingers at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), Cantonment Boards and Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and vice versa. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) blamed Works & Services Department, government officials and political representatives, so on and so forth. 


An ordinary citizen had nowhere to go for venting his frustration and anguish. Is someone listening? That was the question raised by the public but unfortunately it was not responded to by most of the departments concerned. 


The CDGK claims that they have only 34 per cent of the geographical area of the metropolis that comes under its jurisdiction and that the situation in these areas was relatively better than in localities not directly under its control. Although it took far too long to come to grips with the miserable situation, in the end there was something to represent with some pride.

The CDGK is a politically representative public body and has to bear the brunt of public criticism. Faceless and non-representative bodies such as DHA and CBs have little political pressure to face. 


They can afford to remain silent on public hue and cry and get away with it, as they don’t have to go to the electorate after every four or five years. House of CDGK, too, is not in order and there is a lot of room for improvement. 

More than anything else, what was most acutely observed was a total lack of coordination in the government’s response to the situation. It appears that various agencies and authorities are acting, when they are acting at all, in a very disjointed and isolated manner. 


Authorities should ensure the presence of doctors in hospitals. Availability of medicines, and proper response by agencies such as KW&SB, KESC and PTCL used to be ensured — sometimes by persuasion, sometimes by coercion — to avoid mishaps in the near future, which was clearly not observed during these rains. 


Now it is a time to work out some formula which can facilitate the public and assure quick response on their calls. People were angry at the behaviour of organisations which were supposed to help them but they sat idle and did not try to address the problems faced by them.

(By Muhammad Zeeshan Azmat, The News-4, 03/09/2006)
New stormwater drain for Bath Island

KARACHI, Sept 4: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to convert the recently laid three-mile-long temporary storm-water drain in Clifton into a permanent one so that it could serve as an alternative drainage system for Clifton’s blocks 8 and 9 for the next 40 years.

In addition to this, a new storm-water drain was being designed for Bath Island and Gulshan-i-Faisal, he said.

This was stated by the KWSB managing director, Brig Iftikhar Haider while briefing newsmen at Glass Tower Nullah and Schon Circle on Monday.


Speaking about the measures being taken by the KWSB to help resolve drainage system of both Clifton and Bath Island, he said the KWSB on the directives of the city Nazim had to make a temporary storm-water drain from Glass Tower to Nehre Khayam for flushing out rainwater from Clifton’s Khayaban-i-Jami and Khayaban-i-Roomi which had remained stagnant there for days together as the construction of Clifton bypass had resulted in raising the level of both the roads and choking of Glass Tower nullah because of land mafia’s act of reducing its width from 50 feet to 20 feet at a number of places.


He said work to give a permanent shape to the recently laid over three-mile long storm-water drain (from Glass Tower to Nehre Khayam) which will help solve water drainage system of Clifton’s blocks 8 and 9 for the 40 years would be completed either by December or January.


Later, Brig Haider took the newsmen to a portion of Glass Tower Nullah which the owners of at least 14 adjacent bungalows had occupied by constructing parking lots, gardens, tennis court and even swimming pool.

The city government had removed all sorts of encroachments from the nullah and the KWSB men were seen taking out a huge quantity of silt and other filthy material from the Nullah which had played havoc in the recent rains.


Brig Haider told newsmen that since both the Sindh governor Dr Ishratul Ibad and the City Nazim Syed Mustafa have resolved not to allow covering of nullahs and any sort of encroachments on them, the task of cleaning nullahs and storm-water drains will not only be facilitated but would be undertaken round-the-year.

(Dawn-18, 05/09/2006)

Rain deaths & damage


THE tragic deaths caused by recent torrential rains in Lahore, Gujranwala and Sialkot districts underscore the need to take stock of the situation. Introspection is required on the part of both the people at large and the civic agencies concerned. Every year, before the monsoon, it is customary for the latter to identify dangerous houses and buildings and advise the property owners to either get the needed repair done or vacate such buildings. The advice often falls on deaf ears, with the result that most of the rain-related deaths occur because of roofs caving in or entire buildings collapsing. As for the working of the civic agencies and the sanitation staff concerned, a heavy downpour nearly always leads to an emergency situation, one that the authorities are found to be inept at coping with. This is because of the absence of a working drainage system. Is it not surprising that even a city the size of Lahore should have no proper drainage? Every time it rains, the water level rises up to several feet in large parts of the city, inundating homes, causing damage to public and private property and bringing normal life to a standstill. Does it have to be this bad, each time, year after year? There is a dire need to revive what was touted by the former government as the national drainage programme which, for reasons unknown, never took off.


The fear is that the current spell of torrential rain and the ensuing flooding caused over vast areas of central Punjab will also leave the standing crops damaged. The situation will only become clear once flood waters have receded from the countryside where the rice and sugarcane crops stand. The former is a cash crop in the context of basmati export, and the latter feeds the sugar mills. With the sugar crisis and the commodity’s spiraling price hike not fully behind us, any damage to the sugarcane crop as a result of flooding could cause more difficulties in the months ahead. The government must plan now for addressing these factors before another crisis is upon us.
(Dawn-7, 05/09/2006)

New sewerage line creates traffic muddle on Shahrah-e-Pakistan

KARACHI: The new sewerage line being laid at Shahrah-e-Pakistan, from Aisha Manzil to Water Pump, has become a source of constant traffic mess in the area. One track of this road from Aisha Manzil to Sohrab Goth is already blocked for traffic for the last eight months. 


Earlier, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) authorities had a plan to replace the old sewerage line with the new one from the service road. But after numerous problems in this regard, the plan was changed and the KW&SB started laying the new sewerage line on the main track.


According to an official of the board, the old concrete sewerage line which carries 50 per cent of the sewerage of Federal B Area, had completed its lifespan and was badly damaged at many points. He pointed out that replacing of the old line from the service road was next to impossible due to many reasons.

He said there were a number of utility lines like electricity and telephone cables and water supply line besides the sewerage line of the KW&SB on the service road. There was no option other than laying a new line at the main track, he added.

He said the KW&SB, on the directives of city Nazim, was working on a war-footing on the track and 5,000 feet of the line had already been laid three days back. He assured that the project would be completed before September 20.

(The News-5, 10/09/2006)
3 rescued from flooded Malir River

KARACHI, Sept 9: Three people, stranded in high floods in Malir River, were rescued in an hours-long rescue operation late Friday night.

Noman, Zubair and Maqsood were on the way to Korangi riding a motorcycle on Friday evening when they were trapped in currents overflowing from Malir River as their vehicle got stuck in the marshy track of the submerged Korangi Road.

During their struggle to get out of the situation, a high tide swept them away.


Fortunately, they did not drown due to some bushes happened to be around. Their constant hue and cry attracted people who called out rescue teams.

The city government, Rangers and other agencies rushed their teams to the site and after an hours-long operation, all the three victims were taken out of the river with the help of a boat and a helicopter.

The operation was supervised by Home Minister Rauf Siddiqui and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.

(Dawn-17, 10/09/2006)

After the rains in Sindh


FRIDAY’S heavy rains in Hyderabad and parts of Sindh wreaked their usual havoc on an already dilapidated infrastructure as 10 people were reported dead and thousands marooned. This prompted authorities to declare an emergency and call in troops to assist in rescue operations which proved to be a wise move. But this is not to suggest that the worst is over. Images in the media showed the destruction that 200 millimetres of rains caused in the areas with people wading through knee-deep filthy water or being transported in boats. Many families were evacuated to relief camps set up in government schools but others did not have that option and simply shifted to their roofs fearing for their safety as water as high as eight feet flooded the roads. Authorities need to identify and cater to poor peoples’ needs and move fast to ensure their safety. A proper assessment of the scenario post-rains as well as a comprehensive strategy on peoples’ rehabilitation is critical. Those in relief camps must not be left to fend for themselves once the situation normalises.


We are all too familiar with the problems heavy rains pose, especially for peoples’ health and lives. Cleaning the cities and towns affected by Friday’s rains should be a priority to reduce the danger of an outbreak of water-borne diseases that inevitably occur in the wake of a downpour. People in Sindh have suffered bouts of gastroenteritis and it would be tragic if Hyderabad and other places are plagued by this affliction because authorities did not alert residents to the precautions they should observe. Telling people to boil water, for example, is one way they can protect themselves. It is imperative that this message makes it to villages where the state of public healthcare is virtually non-existent.

(Dawn-7, 10/09/2006)

Rains wreak havoc

By Bhagwandaas


Recent rains have wreaked havoc on the rural and urban areas of Pakistan. The damage that they have caused needs to be discussed bearing many aspects in mind. While in the urban areas the majority of people who suffered were those who could not go to their offices because of the submerged roads and inadequate transport services and their losses were mainly of monetary nature, many people from the rural areas, most of whom are involved in farming, have not only lost their abodes, but also their ready-to-be-harvested crops. And their next crops, some six months from now, are also not expected to be good enough, because the land that has remained inundated with water for so long will not be able to produce healthy crops.


As one goes from Mirpurkhas towards Khipro (a couple of the worst affected areas) one can see that many people have left their abodes after they were destroyed by strong stormy winds and were inundated with rainwater that had accumulated in vast tracks of land. They have now relocated themselves to the comparatively higher ground along the road so that they can survive one of the harshest monsoons of their lives.


Though the rains had stopped a week back, the poor, uprooted masses have not been able to return to their homes as they are still submerged. And since the drainage system is working at a snail’s pace, it might take them many weeks, if not months, before they could return to their villages — the majority of which has been wiped out due to flooding.


The Khipro taluka of the Sanghar district has a distinct feature. A portion of it is irrigated through the canal system while a major portion on its eastern side is a desert, called Achhro Thar, which has even a harsher terrain than the portion of the Thar Desert comprising talukas of Mithi, Chhachhro, and Diplo on its southern side. While the southern parts of the Thar Desert become lush green after the rains, hardly a few shrub grow in Achhro Thar. During the recent rains the major portion of the canal-irrigated agricultural fields of the Khipro taluka remained submerged while the situation was a bit different in the Achhro Thar area. Large portions of the main road connecting Mirpurkhas and Khipro towns have been submerged, while at some points water can be seen crossing over from the western higher side of the road to the eastern lower side.


Almost the entire cotton crop, one of the major cash crops of the region, which was almost ready for harvest, has been destroyed and only tips of the cotton shrub are visible. It might take between four and six weeks for the water to evaporate here.


No different is the condition of the chilli crop. Farmers had invested a lot of money, some of which was their own, in it while the major chunk of money came from other lending sources (government or private) as both the crops require expensive inputs in the shape of seeds, fertilizers, pesticides. But with the rains destroying their crops not only has their invested money gone, but they would now need more money to first clear the standing water from the fields and then make the soil ready for the next crop, which will also not be up to scratch due to the fact that the soil that remains submerged for a long time cannot often remain fertile.


The condition of the affected people is such that when they recently saw some vehicles approaching them, they thought that they had brought some relief goods, most importantly food, for them. The children ran towards the vehicles with whatever pans and pots they could find to get food in, which some of the local philanthropists and some non-governmental organisations like the Sindh Graduates Association and Action Aid had initially started supplying, but the quantity of which had decreased with the passage of time.


Apart from the heavy rains, various drains, which were originally constructed to drain excess water from the fields, had caused damage in many places. After the rains, people tried to divert excess water from their fields to the drains, which naturally have some limitations as far as their capacity is concerned. When more water entered the drains their banks cracked from many places inundating the already submerged agricultural fields nearby. The LBOD in particular has wreaked havoc on the districts of Sanghar, Tharparkar and Badin and many other places. This, however, has not happened for the first time.


People living in the Achhro Thar area have suffered comparatively less than their counterparts living in the canal-irrigated areas, not because they were lucky but because they had comparatively less to lose. They have lost a large number of livestock, particularly goats and cows. On the other hand, a large number of depressions in Achhro Thar have been filled with rainwater because of which many a lake has emerged. This in turn would recharge the subsoil aquifer improving the position of wells and hand pumps.


A doctor working in the area informed this scribe that many cases of gastroenteritis have been reported after the rains, and unless action is taken immediately these affected areas would be soon hit by the malaria epidemic. He suggested that the government or the NGOs working in the rain-hit areas should immediately take steps like drug-spraying so that mosquito breeding could be checked. No different is the situation in other areas.

It’s time the authorities concerned and the privileged of the country took notice of the crisis.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-Magazine-2, 10/09/2006)

What if it rains tomorrow


THE clarification given by Col(r) Rafat Naqvi (letter, Aug 28) was neither plausible nor persuasive — at best it was a PR ploy. Due to sheer negligence of both the DHA and the Clifton Cantonment Board the rainwater played havoc with both roads and houses located in the DHA.

It was forecast that the rain was coming but like New Orleans when it was struck by Katrina, the residents of DHA were left to the mercy of the vagaries of weather. No contingency plan was in place whatsoever. The gutters in the DHA always remain choked because a white elephant organisation known as Clifton Cantonment Board does not coordinate efforts with the DHA.


Both are independent and pass on the buck to each other causing untold misery to the residents. After the rain a few Khayabans became Suez Canal. Khayabans Shamsheer and Bahria resembled Victoria Lake. Needless to say that when you plan a town, you make an effective drainage system. The sea being close by, this would have become all the more easier to flush rainwater into the sea.


We see in the Discovery Channel that towering oil rigs in North Sea or elsewhere are ravaged by choppy sea but sea water never enters its pillars leave alone its platform.


Forty to 50 per cent streetlights of the DHA are out of order, both the DHA and the CCB say to each other: “No, it’s your responsibility”. There are a few hundred pye-dogs if not a thousand. In various Phases of the DHA, they keep harassing and attacking residents. It is quite natural that dog-bite cases are reported. They bark endlessly at night, does one need anything more annoying than that. I have not heard or seen that these two organisations ever made an effort to rid the DHA of pye-dogs. And the most important of all things security is ‘ukhpal bandobast’.


You can find electric wire dangling in almost all the streets save a few Khayabans. The commercial areas are gradually turning into shanty towns and ghettoes. Just go behind any commercial area and you will find heaps of garbage and overflowing gutters. There are no arrangements in place for stemming the rot. Aesthetic sense to beautify the surrounding has long perished.


Drinking water scarcity is a source of great agony for the residents of the DHA. We have been hearing since ages that its water purification plant once put in operation will change the destiny of residents. Not long ago our prime minister had said he would change the destiny of Thar.


Instead of concentrating on lingering problems, the DHA embarked on making Creek vistas and what not, least bothering that these vistas will play havoc with the already crumbling infrastructure. There will be massive traffic jams on all the Khayabans, street, nook and cranny of the DHA. Even now there is massive jam near a famous consulate on Shamsheer. The wildly driven dumpers engaged in building of various mega projects have already upturned and twisted the Seaview Road. Come the rain and it resembled the road of Kobe which had become a graveyard in the aftermath of an earthquake in 1995. In a nutshell, the DHA can’t boast of anything. (KPT can, for their eighth wonder of the world, the Clifton underpass.) Its planners and minders simply lack commitment. In the end a time-tested adage: “Action speaks louder than the words.”


SAFIR A. SIDDIQUI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 11/09/2006)

SHC seeks report on death of minors

KARACHI, Sept 11: The Sindh High Court asked the city district government to submit the report of inquiry held into deaths of two children when the car they were traveling in fell into an open drain.

The children’s mother, Shehla Raza, secretary-general of the Karachi PPP women wing, has filed a suit for damages amounting to Rs 25 million against the city district government and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. She said she was going from Gulshan-i-Iqbal to Sohrab Goth on Nov 6, 2005, when her car skidded off into a drain on Ispahani Road.

The driver could not ascertain the location due to a mound of mud and darkness. The drain was unfenced and unguarded and his children, Aks-i-Batool, 13, and Shayan, 10, were killed while she received injuries. She held the city district government and the KWSB responsible for her children’s death.


The suit was fixed for hearing on Monday and her counsel, Nasir Maqsood, moved an application for production of the report of inquiry ordered into the incident by the CDG. Allowing the application, Justice Faisal Arab asked the CDG to submit the report within two weeks and adjourned further hearing to Oct 2.


GOLD SMUGGLING: The High Court of Sindh Monday allowed pre-arrest interim bail to three accused for having links with Mohammad Haroon Gaba, an alleged smuggler of gold.

The pre-arrest bail plea was submitted before the single bench of SHC, comprising Justice, Muhammad Mujeeb Ullah Siddiqi.

The applicants, Mohammad Arif alias Minjra, Yaseen alias Sukkur and Muhammad Saleem alias Dumbas, submitted that there was not an iota of evidence against them and they were not nominated in the FIR.


It was further submitted that investigation and prosecution cell of the Preventive Collectorate of Customs was looking for the applicants to investigate them in the gold smuggling matter.


Mohammad Haroon Gaba was arrested at Karachi Airport on July 24 for smuggling gold into Pakistan from Dubai. 80 gold slabs of 10 tolas each along with 4995 grams of assorted jewellery was seized from him. Two banks drafts of Rs 300,000 and Rs 600,880 were also recovered from Haroon.—APP


Notice to DAG:The High Court of Sindh issued notice to deputy attorney general for the date to be fixed in office in a case against some immigrants booked by FIA for entering Pakistan on fake/forged documents.

The bail plea was filed before Justice Ghulam Rabbani.

The accused/applicants Kim Hwa Yeon and Young Chenog Ok, presently confined at Central Jail Karachi, in a case registered at F.I.A Passport Cell.

(Dawn-17, 12/09/2006)

Miseries in rain-hit areas



THAT life has not returned to normal after last week’s heavy rains in Hyderabad can easily be gauged from report and photographs in newspapers. People are still seen wading through chest-high filthy stagnant water, carrying empty bottles as they search for drinking water. That image alone should shame the authorities into speeding up relief and rehabilitation work which seems to have been slow in moving. Two more army battalions were deployed on Tuesday to assist the government in distributing relief goods as boats are still the only means of transport. But this could have been done much earlier given that the extent of devastation was clear to all. Now that there are more troops on hand, the administration should accelerate drainage work and ensure that relief goods reach those most in need. Many people have not shifted to relief camps for fear that their homes will be looted and are therefore worse off. Not only do rescuers need to get to these stranded people but the authorities also need to address any law and order situation that tends to erupt when a calamity strikes.


Despite tall claims that medical camps have been set up in Hyderabad, the stagnant water is bound to spread diseases of epidemic proportions unless the area is cleaned. People need to be made aware of preventative steps they can take to protect themselves against any water-borne diseases. It is equally important to carry out massive fumigation campaigns against mosquitoes to prevent the outbreak of malaria. Because the rains caused much damage to the Left Bank Outfall Drain, the affected banks need to be strengthened and drains de-silted on a priority basis. All these steps must be carried out speedily in a well planned manner to alleviate the suffering of the people in the rain-affected areas.

(Dawn-6, 14/09/2006)

Pressure mounts on LBOD embankments

BADIN, Sept 14: The Left Bank Outfall Drain is facing increased water pressure, posing threat to villages and crops in Tando Bago and Badin talukas. People residing near vulnerable points are living in a state of fear due to the dangerous position of embankments of the LBOD.


DCO Aftab Ahmad Khatri is reviewing the situation but no measures have been taken to stop the enormously high flow of water released into the LBOD in upper districts of Sindh and Punjab.

The LBOD has a capacity of 3,600 cusec water but it is currently carrying four times more water.


Zahid Mallah, a grower, told Dawn that Badin, Tando Bago and other towns were facing flood threats.

He said breaches could occur if water of field drains was released into the LBOD.


Reports from Tando Bago revealed that more than one dozen villages in Tando Bago and part of Jhuddo, including Qasim Jatt, Ahsan Alyani, Gohram Chandio and villages, were under drain water.

The LBOD is overflowing at several places and posing threat to its banks from RD-245 to RD-305.

People of the district have demanded that release of water into the LBOD must be stopped and measures taken to strengthen the drain embankments.

(Dawn-4, 15/09/2006)

Bath Island needs a bath!

KARACHI: When weighing unpleasant options, one refers to choosing between the devil and the deep blue sea. But living in Bath Island, one finds the devil and the deep blue sea favourable to the garbage and the river of deep grey sewage that runs on either side of the residential area. Rains have come and gone but the damage they have caused seems to be on the rise even now.

Between treacherously broken roads, open manholes, stagnant silt, forgotten heaps of trash and the stench of the freshly cut-open nullah that boldly runs through the entire area, the most high priced locality of Karachi has become a place most people want to run away from.


Imagine waking up in the middle of the night to the rumbling roar of diggers and bulldozers, working their way through an open gutter which until a moment ago was in fact your nicely concreted backyard. That is precisely what happened more than two weeks ago when “encroached” walls were torn down and the nullah was slit open for a massive bypass.


This surgical procedure has now proven too messy to be bearable and the odour rising from the canal has become too suffocating. One fears it is not oxygen that is being inhaled, but some toxic concoction of deadly gases rising from the dirt. Opening windows to enjoy the cool Westside breeze is definitely over and out. “I’m uncomfortable letting the kids out to play,” says Mrs Aslam, a resident of the area who until three weeks ago had the facility of a huge backyard. “Other than the health risk, the ditch that falls into the nullah is just too dangerous.”


Rats, roaches and mosquitoes that have been breeding in this canal of filth have been exposed, and that has made the place a hygiene disaster. On the other side are the roads, and you need an overactive imagination to call them that now since they have rotted down to mush.


Damaged by water that stood deep for many days until it was drained out, evaporated or transformed into breeding ground for fungus, they are in a sorry state. Certainly not beyond repair, the roads of Bath Island certainly seem to be beyond anyone’s interest. Understandably the authorities have better things to do ñ like tearing apart prize-gardens and high rising walls of some of the most influential people of Karachi.


What a twist of fate! The most powerful man in Bath Island today is the bloke who operates the power drill that keeps boring a hole into the heart of everyone’s backyard.


As in the great wild, it’s not safe to drink from the pipes anymore. Water supply from the main line has been affected by the rains as it has adapted salinity and has an uncomfortable gutter smell ñ this water is most definitely foul and not fit for consumption even after double boiling.


Many residents have cut off their main lines and are relying on water tankers. Water pipes, now rusty and in bad shape as a result of rains and broken roads, are the cause as their leakages are mixing with the sewage line. Again, is anyone doing anything about it? 


Have you ever walked through a rain forest and experienced nature at its wild best? To experience the thrill, just attempt to stroll down the road that leads from the Teen Talwar roundabout to the Agha Khan Jamaat Khana.

If you don’t fall through an open yet camouflaged manhole (bear traps) you’ll definitely be attacked by some stray feline scavenger scraping through the remains of rotting rubbish. The road has been scooped out in bits and pieces and walking through, it’s not unheard of underground electricity wires jabbing out in self defence (the anaconda experience relived to the maximum).


And believe it or not, Bath Island can now add new species of mosquitoes and flies to already existing discoveries. Rich with the wilder side of life, this road was never an ideal walking ground for pedestrians, but now it is deadly. And that is precisely what life in Bath Island has been reduced to.

(By Aamna Haider Isani, The News-3, 16/09/2006)
9/7 makes thousands homeless in 18 hours


Last week's rains in Hyderabad were the worst in 44 years. As the system collapsed, people suffered

September 7 was a horrific day for Hyderabad. The citizens of this city will never forget the powerful rain that completely destroyed the fragile infrastructure of Hyderabad. After 15 days of incessant heat, the rain was initially a relief, but it gained momentum and 18 hours of rain later, thousands were rendered thousands homeless in the urban and rural neighborhoods of the district.

Disturbing scenes were witnessed in many areas of the two main urban talukas of Hyderabad, Latifabad and Qasimabad where boats were used to evacuate citizens marooned in their own homes. Such was the intensity of damage that the army was called in by the district administration to assist in moving people to safer areas. Yet, many casualties were reported due to electrocution and many more were wounded in rain related accidents.
In Latifabad residents actually moved to the rooftops as their homes were flooded. Mohammed Kashif resident of Latifabad, Unit 11 informed Kolachi that they had no option but to sit on their rooftop with whatever food items they could save. The lucky ones who did not have to move had to suffer long power breakdowns.
Vehicles were stranded on roads as a result of which thousands of people remained marooned in rainwater. Despite army boats that helped in rescuing hundreds of people and relief camps that were set up on an emergency basis, situation remained serious in Latifabad, Qasimabad and Hyderabad Rural Taluka a week later.
  
Even army help isn't enough
Overall 35 boats provided by the Pakistan Army and 600 jawans and rangers personnel are in the field for rescue operations. But the situation in some of the areas still remains terrible and a lot more still needs to be done. "The situation is worst inside and people are waiting for boats to take them out of standing water," Mohammed Riaz, a resident of Latifabad Unit 2, stepping out of an army boat told Kolachi, adding that there is no food available for citizens inside the rain affected areas. Another woman of the locality said that food supply is inadequate and only a few hundred people of the locality have been shifted to safer places out of the 25,000 who live there.
The situation in Taluka rural is even worse. Standing crops were destroyed and properties of the poverty struck citizens of this area completely destroyed. According to Taluka Nazim of Hyderabad Rural Khawind Bux Jahejo, the administration was unable to even establish relief camps because of the heavy rains. He even went on to say that the government neglected the worst affected Taluka of the district and took no efforts to provide relief to the affected citizens.
A week later, residents of Latifabad units number 2, 11, 12 and localities of Qasimabad including Sherish Nagar, Waqar town and other worst affected parts are still facing immense difficulties with no hope as to when the rescue operation would be completed and relief activities would begin.
Those who were successful in getting out of their submerged neighbouhoods through boats told Kolachi that situation in their localities is getting worst day by day as food supply and drinking water is running short and people are still for help. According to them food supplied to the rain affected residents is inadequate. The announcements by government officials are just that, as number of boats to evacuate the citizens was not increased.
Angry citizens also staged protest demonstration outside the residence of District Nazim Kanwar Naveed Jameel and chanted slogans against the administration.
  
Lack of planning
The actual Met office forecast of rains in Hyderabad is about 148 millimeters per annum however this year the three month rainfall has been recorded at over 455 millimeters. Last week, Met office recorded 190 millimeter of rainfall at Tandojam, 147 at Hyderabad city and 170 millimeters at Latifabad. Needless to say, this was the longest and heaviest spell of rainfall to hit Hyderabad in recent times. The only parallel to this rain in Hyderabad's history was some 44 years ago. Therefore it is understandable that contingency plans weren't designed to cope with a situation of this magnitude.
However, where the rain was unexpectedly heavy, the nature and ill planning of the district administration to tackle the monsoons was a sham. Six sewerage pumping stations were submerged and the City District Government in Karachi was approached for provision of machinery to pump out the standing water. It took more than 48 hours to bring in the machinery when Karachi is only three hours away. There were considerable gaps in the rainfall but water was not drained out even two days later. As a result Hyderabad is still looking like an artificial lake.
  
Calculating the damage
District Naib Nazim Hyderabad Zafar Rajput assessed the rain related losses of over 500 million rupees and added that schools and colleges in worst rain affected areas of Latifabad Units 2, 11, 9, 12 and others have been declared as relief camps. According to Zafar Rajput, all resources available to the district government and the Water and Sanitation Authority (WASA) would be used to cope with the situation. He stressed great importance at the need of draining out rain water from all low lying areas of the district. "Though this havoc is created by a natural disaster which is beyond the existing capacity of WASA, but hopefully WASA and H.D.A would cope with this situation as it did during the last rainfalls," he said.
Where the Naib Nazim has great expectations of his administration, the situation in Qasimabad and other rain affected areas remains terrible. Many areas and villages are still submerged with rain and sewerage water, as water is not being drained out. Not just civilian areas but even government offices and secretariat buildings are submerged with rainwater mixed with sewerage. Some enraged youths also staged token protest demonstrations to express their frustration against the stagnant rain and sewerage water that brought life to a stand still.
The adviser to Sindh Chief Minister on Local Government Waseem Akhtar during his visit to the rain affected areas admitted the situation was still serious in many localities of the district. The provincial adviser said that pump machines are being arranged and all possible resources are being utilized.
  
The politics of rain
Some scuffles also took place between the supporters of Jamat-e-Islami and Peoples Party Parliamentarians with MQM supporters during the visit of leaders of opposition parties to rain affected areas and some activist also receives injuries.
Leader of Opposition in Sindh Assembly Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, PPP Sindh president Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Zahid Bhurguri, Aftab Khanzada and others visited rain affected areas of Latifabad and Qasimabad and assured the residents of complete support.
The JI leaders also visited rain affected areas and met with people of different localities and former Karachi city Nazim also paid visit to rain affected Hyderabad.
The Sindh chief minister Dr Arbab Raheem visited some rain affected areas but didn't visited the worst rain affected areas in Latifabad unit numbers 2 and 11 and also of Qasimabad. He asked the opposition to begin relief activities if government is not doing adding that he directed the administration of Hyderabad to pump out the rainwater as early as possible.
The district government should adopt coordinated efforts before the start of monsoon spell for making advance arrangements to avoid making thousands of peoples homeless of their uncommitted mistakes and should work with higher pace to bring the life of citizens back to normality that is only possible through wise and people friendly policies and decisions.
(By Adeel Pathan, The News-42, 17/09/2006)

Faulty sewerage line causing traffic jams


KARACHI, Sept 16: A lengthy patch of the only functional lane of Shahrah-i-Pakistan around Ayesha Manzil roundabout is inundated with sewage since Friday last, hampering smooth flow of vehicular traffic and causing problems to motorists and pedestrians.


Shahrah-i-Pakistan is dual carriageway from Ayesha Manzil to Water-Pump and its one flank has been dug up for laying sewerage pipeline since many months, diverting both up and down traffic on the remaining flank.


However, this only functional side of city's most busy road which connects Karachi with Superhighway is further curtailed as an underground sewerage line bursts near Mother-care Hospital in front of Arshi Shopping Centre after every few days, causing long traffic jams around Ayesha Manzil roundabout.


Citizens had to face immense difficulties on Friday and Saturday, Sept 15 and 16 as this section of Shahrah-i-Pakistan continues to remain submerged by filthy water due to burst of the same sewerage line, resulting in long and agonizing traffic jams.


Due to several ongoing development projects, including Liaquatabad Underpass project, Sohrab Goth Flyover and laying of sewerage line at Shahrah-i-Pakistan from Ayesha Manzil to Water Pump, citizens using this road have already been facing difficulties in reaching their destinations.


However, the inundation of an important crisscross from where all the vehicular traffic converges at a single lane has increased difficulties of motorists and pedestrians and vehicles remain stuck at the roundabout, sometimes even for hours.

As Shahrah-i-Pakistan is most preferable road for heavy traffic, including inter-city buses, trucks and trawlers, for entering or going out of the city, the problems for people travelling on the busy road have increased many-fold.


Pedestrians, especially women and children, also face tremendous difficulties at Ayesha Manzil regarding boarding public transport, and they have to cross trenches dug up by the authorities on one of the lane for laying sewerage line and knee-deep pool of filthy water accumulates on the remaining part of artery.


Craters on the road, which emerged after recent monsoon rains were adding to the miseries of motorists and pedestrians. These potholes are now filled with sewage, posing immense danger to both motorists and pedestrians.


Several accidents have so far occurred at the troubled spot near Ayesha Manzil, mostly involving motorcyclists due to deep craters, untraceable due to accumulation of filthy water.

A CDGK official supervising the development work at Ayesha Manzil when approached on Saturday, refused to identify himself but admitted people were facing hardships due to a number of problems at Shahrah-i-Pakistan but claimed work was under way in full swing to make the road functional soon.

He blamed the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KW&SB) for inundation of Ayesha Manzil roundabout, saying they had failed to repair sewerage lines properly, which bursts now and then, slowing the pace of development work on the road.


People living on both sides of the road near Ayesha Manzil as well as businessmen accused CDGK of slackness and ignoring people's miseries, saying unplanned development activities and work in haphazard manner had made their lives miserable.

A furniture trader whose showroom is located at Ayesha Manzil on the closed lane of Shahrah-i-Pakistan said businesses in the area had destroyed for last five-six months as people were not visiting the market due to dug up road, dust, trenches and accumulation of filthy water.

“CDGK is trying to score points by carrying out development activities, simultaneously, all over the city but they had miserly failed to manage them. People are suffering instead of being benefited from these so-called development activities due to their haphazard manner,” he said, without mentioning his name.


Some other citizens, mostly residents of apartments around Ayesha Manzil requested city, provincial and federal authorities to pay heed to their problems and resolve them at the earliest otherwise it could result in initiation of protests and law and order situation in the area.

(Dawn-18, 17/09/2006)

Karachi water, sewerage system to be upgraded

ISLAMABAD, Sept 16: The Sindh government has decided to repair and upgrade Karachi’s crumbling water and sewerage infrastructure with Japanese financial assistance.

Official sources said that the provincial government has submitted its plan, aimed at addressing acute water and sewage problems of the mega city, to the Centre for approval.


Tokyo has been requested to consider an integrated plan of drainage and sewerage system for the city.

A study has been conducted to also incorporate new areas to be developed for residential, commercial and industrial purposes. Issues concerning area-based management, integration of water supply and sewerage, corporatisation of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and ongoing pipeline projects and integrated plans of drainage and sewerage system have also been included in the study.


The Planning and Development Department of Sindh informed the Planning Commission that previous master plan studies for water supply and sewerage services were based on the city’s need up to 2003 and did not cater/ address the ever-growing needs of water and proper waste disposal and treatment.


The Sindh government had informed the Japanese government that it was conducting a study to prepare a master plan which would be valid till 2025. In this behalf, the provincial government said, it would conduct a feasibility study for priority projects selected in the master plan and pursue technology-transfer from Japan.

A number of issues concerning water and sewerage system for Karachi had been discussed between the government of Sindh and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).


The study will consolidate findings of previous studies implemented under the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) aided programme, proposals for new works under Tameer-e-Karachi Programme and supplement these studies with surveys, investigations, planning proposals.

The scope of work on water supply and sewerage system in Karachi has been discussed between the officials of the Sindh government and the JICA officials who recently visited Pakistan.


Both sides had agreed that reasons for partial implementation of the former master plans (Karachi Development Plan, Water Supply Master Plan-1995 and Sewerage Master Plan—-1988) would be identified.

(Dawn-3, 17/09/2006)

Confusion persists over fate of Nehr-e-Khayyam

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has said in a public notice that no construction will be allowed over the Nehr-e-Khayyam (situated between Khayaban-e-Saadi and Khayaban-e-Iqbal, Clifton) and it will remain as the storm water drain/channel.


But the Nehr-e-Khayyam story doesnít end here. Although the notice says “the misunderstanding has now been cleared with regard to the change of status/conversion or creation of residential and commercial plots, in place of Nehr-e-Khayyam,” experts do not seem content with the statement.


“A controversy still lies with regard to the government’s notice,” said Amber Alibhai of SHEHRI, criticizing what she called the government’s hypocrisy. “On the one hand, the government restricts any kind of construction over that land, on the other they have reduced the width of the Nehr from 125ft to 15ft,” she lamented.

The city government is silent over this matter as no official could actually tell what the government intends to do with the remaining land after contracting/shrinking Nehr-e Khayyam, that has consequently forced the sewage to pass through a very small pipeline that is absolutely inadequate to carry the sewage from almost half of the city.


The CDGK notice adds that they are preparing plans for cleaning/channeling of the Nehr. According to a CDGK official, channeling of the Nehr had been planned five months ago in order to improve the unhygienic conditions, but the work had to be stopped due to the monsoon weather.

“There’s an objection from Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) in regard to the proposed design,” revealed the source from CDGK who didn’t want to disclose his name. He said that a meeting would be held very soon to settle that objection and the cleaning will hardly take one month once started, but to start the work, it may take long time due to the shortage of funds.


Many had alleged that the government has illegally sold the city’s storm water drains, including Nehr-e-Khayyam, to the land mafia. The encroachment over that was the main fear. The notice has somehow provided a sigh of relief to many who were struggling for the protection of the Nehr.

“The statement given by the government has now made it very obvious that Nehr-e-Khayyam, in the form of natural storm water drain, is an asset for the city which must not be misused by anyone for their own commercial benefits,” said Perveen Rehman, the Director of Research and Training Institute of OPP.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 21/09/2006)
Govt to spend Rs 120bn on water, sanitation: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Tuesday that the government had started various programmes to address sanitation problems in the cities, towns and rural areas and allocated Rs 120 billion for implementing water supply and sanitation projects during 2005-10. 


Addressing the inaugural session of two-day Second South Asian Conference on Sanitation (SACOSAN-2) here at a local hotel, the prime minister said the government's strategy was focused on promoting public-private partnership to improve the standard of life of the people particularly living in rural areas. 

The prime minister said South Asia needs peace, stability, growth and development, which could be ensured through joint and coordinated efforts by the member states of the region for the benefit of the people.


Appreciating the efforts of the organisers to hold conference on important issue, the prime minister said holding of the conference demonstrates the commitment to find ways and means of improving sanitation facilities in the region, where about one billion people live without adequate access to such basic facilities. 

He said about 600 children die every day from diarrhoea due to inadequate hygiene and sanitation and about one million people, mostly children, suffer from intestinal diseases and nutritional deficiencies. 

The prime minister said there was a need for the governments of South Asia, civil society and people to adopt new ways of thinking, adopt fresh approaches and try innovative concepts to ensure adequate availability of safe drinking water, improve sanitation conditions, prevent water pollution and make optional use of scarce water resources. 


Shaukat said the South Asian countries are facing challenges of energy security, water security, food security, poverty alleviation, achieving higher productivity, coping with natural catastrophes and global warming. The prime minister said in order to improve sanitation structure, "We need to promote greater understanding among countries, policy makers, service providers and communities."

He said there was a need to generate public awareness of sanitation issues among the people. "We must strive to transform sanitation from a supply-side government sponsored programme into a demand-driven popular movement," he said. 

The prime minister said Pakistan was committed to achieving the Millennium Development Goals of United Nations which include reducing by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to drinking water and sanitation by the year 2015. "We also feel that the Dhaka Declaration of 2003 on sanitation in South Asian adopted at SACOSAN-1 provides a strategic, forward-looking and pragmatic framework for dealing with sanitation issues in developing countries like Pakistan." 


Referring to other measures taken by Pakistan, the prime minister said a project "Drinking water for all" has been initiated to provide safe drinking water to the entire population in the country through the installation of water purification plants at village level. 


The prime minister said a long-term structured funding and capacity building programme targeting water supply and sanitation agencies was being established to make them financially self-sustaining. "We are also developing special financing vehicles for large cities to implement infrastructure projects, including sanitation and sewerage, in public-private partnership mode." 

The prime minister said the success of sanitation programmes largely depends on their integration with water supply programmes, effective governance under the ongoing devolution process, proper regulatory framework for integrated resource management and improved service delivery mechanism through participating approaches. 


Minister for Environment Makhdoom Syed Faisal Saleh Hayat in his welcome address said Pakistan has recently approved national environment policy, which is under implementation process in association with the federal, provincial, and district governments.

(The News-5, 21/09/2006)
City govt to remove structures on drains

KARACHI, Sept 21: The defective storm-water disposal system of the city which has collapsed during the recent monsoons needs to be streamlined. This was stated by the naib nazim of the city, Nasreen Jalil, while speaking at a press conference here on Thursday.

She said the City Council had adopted important resolutions for this purpose on Sept 16 and identified the flaws in the system and expressed the confidence that the city government would take all necessary steps for its implementation.


Ms Jalil pointed out that the city with a population of more than 10 million and had been contributing more than 75 per cent of the total revenue to the federation but it was without a master plan and no serious attempts had been made to improve its disposal system and no new storm-water drains had been built.

She added that on the other hand, with the passage of time the existing storm-water drains had been encroached upon and allotted on political grounds and illegal structures had been built on them making the cleaning of these nullahs impossible.


Ms Jalil went on to say that the recent monsoons had exposed the system’s shortcomings when it caused severe flooding, paralysing the life of this commercial and industrial city, damaging property and disrupted services, adding to the miseries of the people.

The naib nazim said that the City Council through the unanimously passed resolution had called for action against all those people who had built illegal structures on storm-water drains and it also empowered the city government to cancel all such allotments and demolish the illegal constructions creating obstructions in the cleaning work of these drains.


Moreover, it was observed that housing societies in the private sector as well as the government residential schemes had been built without a proper disposal system of rainwater and this was also not considered while constructing major roads.


Keeping in view these facts, she said the council had asked the city government to ensure that storm-water drains be built before construction of any new colony and in the same manner no new roads be constructed without a sewerage and rain disposal system and steps be taken on emergency basis in those areas where storm-water drainage was not available.


The naib nazim also presented the map of the existing storm-water drains which passed through various localities. Those included Soldier Bazar nullah (Jamshed-Saddar Town), New Railway Station nullah (Saddar Town), Organi Town nullah (Orangi Town and Liaquatabad Town), Gujjar nullah (Liaquatabad Town, North Nazimabad Town and North Karachi Town), Kalri nullah (Lyari Town), Pitcher nullah (Lyari), Glass Tower Nullah (Saddar Town), Aligarh nullah (Orangi Town, Shafiq Mor Chota nullah (North Karachi Town) and Shershah nullah (Site Town and Keamari Town).


She said that the issue of cleaning of these drains had never been taken seriously and it was for the first time that serious efforts were being made for cleaning up of these nullahs. In this regard, she referred to the case of Glass Towers where heavy machinery had been used to raze illegal structure.

In reply to a question, Ms Jalil said that she was confident that the city government would implement the resolutions passed by the council in this regard.

She also disclosed that the city government would approach the federal government to empower the city nazim for taking necessary steps to implement the plans for the benefit of the people as the presence of several civic agencies was creating lots of problems.

(Dawn-18, 22/09/2006)

Clifton’s drainage system to be improved

KARACHI, Sept 22: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said on Thursday that all those localities of Clifton which were exposed to recent rains will not face such problems in future owing to a number of measures taken by the city government for ensuring proper drainage system.

“We have not only removed all sorts of encroachments, including swimming pools, parking lots, gardens etc. from Glass Tower nullah for ensuring its round-the-year cleaning but are nowadays busy in laying a proper storm-water drain for Clifton and its adjoining localities,” he added. He was speaking at the inauguration ceremony of a twin-park developed by the city government on plot No ST-15 in Clifton Block 5.


DCO Fazal-ur-Rehman, Saddar Town’s Nazim Dilawar Khan and union councils nazims and officials were also present.

Talking about the park, he said it has been developed on the plot which was earlier in illegal possession of builders.


Referring to `Bagh-i-Ibne Qasim’ being built at Kothari Parade, Nazim said the park was being developed on 138 acres after retrieving it from the clutches of land mafia.

The park which will be biggest park of the country is in its final stags of completion, he added.


Mentioning about the city government’s on-going development projects, he said visible effects of all those projects whose foundation stones were laid eight to nine months back have now started appearing on ground and Karachi will soon emerge as the most modern city of the globe.

He said because of huge development activities taking place currently the city has attracted 800 million US dollar investment in a short span of just nine months or so.


Referring to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, he said the hospital which was earlier presenting a scene of ruins has now been turned into a most modern and well-equipped hospital of the city.

In this regard, he pointed out that the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital’s trauma centre which has recently been refurbished is equipped with most modern equipment, including ventilator.

(Dawn-18, 23/09/2006)

Work on sewage lines delays road construction

KARACHI: The construction of dug up roads will be further delayed since the work on laying sewage and storm water drainage lines may last throughout the holy month of Ramazan. However, carpeting of patches on roads is likely to be complete within the month. 


At present nearly every main thoroughfare of the metropolis is dug up since City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in coordination with the Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB), is laying storm water drain lines along these roads. Consequently vehicular traffic is suffering from congestion that often leads to catastrophe.


When asked about the delay in reconstruction of these roads, the Executive District Officer (EDO), Transport and Communication, CDGK, said, “We are very likely to complete the work within Ramazan but our overall strategy is to complete the work on storm water drain pipelines and then comes the construction of roads. Proper drainage system is the most important part of the project. Besides this, other underground lines are also being renovated due to which construction of roads is delayed.” 

It is clear that unless these sewage and storm water lines are laid, the condition of the roads would remain as it is. However, I. I. Chundrigar Road is once again carpeted due to the pressure exerted by financial institutions located on that road. It may be added here that the Restructuring of I. I. Chundrigar Road may be delayed further because the work on M T Road, the alternative to I. I. Chundrigar Road, is still in progress. 


Commenting on the overall situation of the city, The EDO said, “We wanted to save on time. Therefore, several projects were started simultaneously under the Tameer-i-Karachi programme.” He further said, “We understand that the public are suffering due to the ongoing work but it was unavoidable.” 


“Were we to carry out these projects one by one, it would take us years to complete them,” he added. “If these projects are completed in months or in a year as planned by the CDGK, it will be a phenomenal achievement and in the end these projects will benefit all citizens,” he continued. He also disclosed that patching work on all roads would be completed during Ramazan. 


Meanwhile an official of the Traffic Police told The News that especial preparations had been made to regulate traffic in the city, especially on main arterial thoroughfares, including MA Jinnah Road, I. I. Chundrigar Road, Rashid Minhas Road and Sharae Faisal. He added that the police would remain active and do better under given conditions. 


Traffic police has been directed to remain active and regulate traffic in Ramazan but it is yet to be seen up to what extent they succeed in doing so, as the work on sewage and storm water lines at Safoora Chowrangi, SMCHS, Clifton Bridge, M. T. Road and many other areas is already causing traffic congestion.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 24/09/2006)
In deep waters
The recent rain that hit Hyderabad and its adjoining areas has once again exposed the inefficiency of our civic agencies
ON September 8, 2006, the people living in Hyderabad, Latifabad and Qasimabad were taken aback. When they woke up in the morning what they saw was reminiscent of a tsunami-hit area. But nothing like that had hit them. It was only the rains. Little did the people of Latifabad and Qasimabad talukas know that what they were taking lightly would soon land them into a serious crisis. By Friday morning they were in troubled waters. Of all the affected areas, inhabitants of Latifabad units 2, 8, 9, 10, and 11, and some parts of Qasimabad had to face unimaginable hardships.


Chaos could be seen at the offices of the district government, Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) and the Hyderabad Development Authority (HDA). The last two civic bodies are primarily responsible for maintaining sewerage and drainage infrastructures in the region. The civil administration had to seek the army’s help to evacuate the people who were stranded in the middle of nowhere. An 18-hour long fresh spell of moderate to heavy monsoon rains, which began at 5pm on Sept 7, continued till 11am of Sept 8. Those who had double-storey accommodations shifted to the upper portion of their houses, and those who lived on ground floors had no option but to climb rooftops, leaving their valuables to be washed away. Perhaps civic agencies had considered the August 17 downpour as the closing spell of the current monsoon. They were sadly mistaken. Admittedly, after 1962, it was the heaviest rainfall witnessed, that is, 170mm in the city and 190.4mm rains in rural talukas were recorded. The residents of units 2, 8, 9 10 and 11 who had not recovered from their miseries caused during earlier bouts of monsoon rains, had to face a serious crisis.


Troops arrived with a few boats in the afternoon on Friday and evacuated the people from the areas submerged by rainwater. Most of them shifted to their relatives’ places or their second accommodations. But those who had no one to take care of them had to live in relief camps and to wait for food and other relief items to come. They kept on wading through chest-high stagnant water. Initially, people were not willing to leave their homes hoping against hope that water would recede, but after seeing no chances till Saturday a large number of them had to leave the area.


The inundation of six out of eight pumping stations made matters worse, not only for residents but also for WASA. Efforts were first made to restore them, which came to a halt. Officials were so bogged-down that they couldn’t sense the enormity of the crisis which can be gauged from the fact that on September 8 the civil administration had only requested for boats as five to six feet of rainwater had entered residences, business places, shops, mosques, health centres, educational institutions, and police stations. The people could not visit graveyards during Shab-e-Bar’at and many in Latifabad couldn’t offer their Friday prayers since mosques were inaccessible.


The water that had accumulated on roads had turned into booby-traps for the people, and no barriers were erected to prevent the people from falling into them. The authorities were simply unable to cope with the situation. Till Sept 14, there was no significant improvement in the situation as the sewage-mixed rainwater’s terrible smell was too unbearable which made the authorities unable to completely drain out the water.


Zila Nazim Kanwar Naveed Jamil was in London on Sept 7, but came back to the city a day later. His presence, however, failed to bring any immediate change to the situation. “Actually, the civil administration sent a requisition for one-company force and some boats. But when sequences of events unfolded, two battalions were sent in,” Brigadier Ghulam Murtaza told the press at a briefing.


According to director-general HDA Tahir Ahmed, to clean up one inch of rain in the city, it requires the sewerage system to work 24 hours a day. “Forty per cent of the area doesn’t have proper sewerage system. According to meteorological office, 300mm of rains were recorded in August while our city’s average rainfall is 100mm,” says DG.


Geographically speaking, the unit-2 of the region is a bowl-shape locality, surrounded by arteries from four sides. It always receives flows of rainwater because roads are built higher than the residential areas and no one had so far realised it. New roads continued to be built and re-built without maintaining the level of roads and the area. Since Sept 8, district and provincial government officials are describing the rains as a natural calamity contrary to the general perception that it was HDA/WASA, not the rains, which had inundated Latifabad and Qasimabad.


Inefficiency of the two leading civic agencies has tarnished the image of the district government that has yet to complete its one year. It reflects that they were not ready to respond to the situation through a post-disaster mechanism. No one can dispute Zila Nazim Kanwar Naveed Jamil that mega sewerage and drainage projects worth Rs880 million are in the pipeline for the people of Hyderabad that would cater to civic necessities of the people in the years to come. But is it justifiable that the district government should not have any post-crisis handling plan till the completion of these projects?

While the Zila Nazim underlined the importance of these works, he perhaps forgot his own directives to the HDA and WASA that they should be ready with a contingency plan. In the wake of the Oct 8 earthquake, he had asked the HDA on November 11, 2005 to prepare a disaster management plan while DG HDA at the July 22, 2006 meeting had assured the Zila Nazim that a “contingency plan had been chalked out in order to meet any emergency”. Where is that contingency plan?


Despite the fact that stand-by generators worth Rs120million were purchased for the purpose, it appears that nobody was aware that WASA didn’t have the required number of pumping machines. And that’s why the authorities were confused, even after several days of rains, about how to tackle the situation in the aftermath of the crisis.


Markets remained closed for over one week in the rain-affected areas. The deplorable part of the story is that theft was reported from a few localities. “I lost Rs8,000 which I had saved from the earnings of my husband. My daughters’ marriage ceremonies were due and the things that I was supposed to give them had been completely washed out,” said Bilquees, who arrived in an army medical camp after quite a bit of struggle.

There was another woman seen screaming and crying. “Just give me drinking water and I will not make any more complaint. My husband is bed-ridden and my children earn for the family on a daily basis,” Shahnaz said.


The situation in Qasimabad and rural talukas of the district was no different. The people who got stranded in Waqar Town, Sheedi Goth and other adjacent villages of the Qasimabad taluka were evacuated through boats while its posh localities remained under knee-deep water for several days, primarily because of the non-availability of pumping machines. Small growers in rural talukas suffered huge monetary losses as their near-harvesting crops of cotton, sugarcane, and vegetables were completely destroyed. Rural talukas could not get the government’s attention for relief and rescue work.


Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim also arrived for a whirlwind visit to the city to promise unlimited grant. In his five-door Pajero he only had a cursory look at the areas and briefly spoke to the rain-affected people outside a medical camp in unit-11. “Saheb, please give us your parchi (recommendation letter) so that we can seek help from the government. We are hungry and not getting any relief, “ a poor woman requested the chief minister.

(By M.H.Khan, Dawn-The Magazine-3, 24/09/2006)

OCTOBER

Sanitary workers demand wages

KARACHI, Sept 30: A large number of sanitary workers of Saddar Town staged a protest demonstration at the Karachi Press Club on Saturday against non-payment of their wages for the last couple of months.

Holding banners and placards inscribed with their demands, the sanitary workers chanted slogans against the Saddar Town administration for not giving them the salary. They alleged that the administration was demanding bribe for giving them the salary, but when they refused they were threatened that their salary for five to six days would be deducted.


The sanitary workers, all of them belonging to the minority communities, said that though they had worked overtime and even on their weekly off days during the monsoon rains and the town administration at that time had promised to give them additional payment. However, they regretted that no additional payment was made. They further said that they were even being threatened that their salaries would be deducted if they did not pay the bribe.


Demanding immediate payment of their two-month salary, they said that sanitary workers employed in other towns had been paid salaries.

They alleged that a large number of Muslims had been appointed as sanitary workers, who remained absent from duties and got their salaries on time. They urged the government to hold an in-depth probe to find out how many Muslim sanitary workers had been appointed and how many of them were actually performing their duties.

(Dawn-18, 01/10/2006)

Policies of donor agencies criticized


KARACHI, Oct 17: Speakers at a conference criticised the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) for their keen interest in mega projects and alleged that these institutions were more interested in usurping resources of the country instead of its development.

These views were expressed at a national conference on “Role of IFIs and impacts of mega projects”, organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum here on Tuesday.

The speakers rejected the notion that the lender-funded 'mega projects' could bring any positive change in the lives of the masses. In this regard, they quoted the examples of big projects like Kalabagh Dam, Left Bank Outfall Drainage (LBOD) and Right Bank Outfall Drainage.


They deplored that every successive government of the country had keenly tended to sell out its resources to the IFIs like World Bank, Asian Development Bank and IMF at the expense of lives and livelihood of the people especially those belonging to the poor and unprivileged segments.


Talking on technical flaws of the LBOD, Sheikh Abu Bakr of the PFF informed that the destruction of the livelihood of people of the coastal Badin owing to IFI-funded LBOD was a clear example of the IFI’s real motives. The project destroyed about 3.5 million acres cultivable land and resultantly livelihood of some 2.7 million people was affected, he said.


Sikandar Brohi of Participatory Development Initiatives (PDI) threw light on the aspects of the Sindh Coastal and Inland Community Development Project in Thatta and Badin, funded by the ADB. He claimed that the proposed project had not addressed the key issue of water rights of the lower riverine areas, especially those situated downstream Kotri Barrage.

Another key issue, the erosion of land owing to the intrusion of sea was also ignored he added saying that similarly billions of dollars were spent on LBOD but to no avail and damages caused by this project were ignored while planning for other big projects.


Mushtaq Gaadi, researcher on water problems, said that Pakistan needed funds of $5billion every year only to maintain its water reservoirs. The IFIs are always ready to lend debt to Pakistan as in return they earned a lot of money in head of heavy interest, he noted. He asked for formation of a coordinated channel of fishermen communities to bring the Indus River back to its original shape.


Idrees Rajput, former Sindh irrigation secretary, urged the government to ensure availability of at least 10MAF of water for riverine area of 2.112 million acres of Sindh for protection of its livelihood, resources, mangrove forests and fishing sector.

He disclosed that the World Bank had admitted its mistakes during the construction of LBOD and its later damages. The WB is still not ready to provide funds to make up the damages but intended it wanted to lend more money for the so-called mega projects to earn more and more interest, he added.


Reviewing the project of RBOD, Naseer Memon, civil engineer and expert on water reservoirs claimed that the RBOD had destroyed the Manchhar Lake as saline and polluted water of the upper areas of the country was discharged into the lake.


Mr Memon said that it had completely destroyed the lake and affected people whose livelihood depended on it.

He said that the RBOD would be completed in 2008 at a cost of Rs31 billion but in this project negative impacts on hill torrents ecosystem were not taken into account besides ignoring other such key aspects.


The chairman of the PFF, Mohammad Ali Shah, stressed the need for devising a comprehensive strategy to save people from hazardous affects of lender-funded mega projects.

He also called for launching a political struggle against the increasing role of these institutions in Pakistan and demanded of the government to compensate and rehabilitate millions of people displaced from their areas in the name of mega uplift projects.

(Dawn-18, 18/10/2006)

When will the president visit Clifton Block-3?

KARACHI: The residents of the posh locality of Block-3 Clifton are condemned to live in constant distress because its streets are impassable due to the presence of stagnant sewage water, which has also become an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes. Residents fear that the pools of stagnant water might be harbouring the dreaded Dengue mosquitoes that have the entire city in a state of panic. 

“The situation persists all the year round and sewage is removed only when President Musharraf visits his friend businessman Zakir Hussain whose house is located in our lane,” said Naushaba Zuberi, daughter of eminent anthropologist and historian, late Syed Sibte Hasan. Obviously, the residents of the area must be praying that the president decides to visit soon. 


“The Nazim visited Block-3 in September and promised that the sewage water would be cleared but he never returned. We have been making complaints to different civic agencies and requesting them to cleanse the roads but nobody is ready to take the responsibility about the affairs of our block,” Zuberi added.


Ironically, Clifton’s Block-3 is where Bilawal House, the palatial bungalow of former prime minister and chairperson of Pakistan People’s Party, Benazir Bhutto is situated as is the residence of eminent jurist and former governor Sindh, Fakhruddin G Ebrahim. But the civic agencies are not even ready to heed the grievances of these influential people, let alone the less-distinguished members of the area. The futility of their remonstrations has led some residents to feel that the indifference of the civic agencies was a deliberate campaign on the part of the government in its attempts to punish the former prime minister. 


Residents say that entrances leading to homes are blocked due to sewage water and the concerned agencies have never bothered to spray the water despite the fact that the city has witnessed hundreds of cases of Dengue fever.


The office of the Additional District Officer of the City District Government Karachi is located Right in front of Bilawal House but the official is either not available or makes lame excuses and pins the responsibility of cleaning the sewage on some other agency. It may be worth mentioning that as many as 13 agencies including the CDGK, Cantonment Board, and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board are entrusted to look after city affairs but none of them is ready to address the grievances of the citizens of the 15-million strong metropolis, which also happens to be the financial hub of Pakistan, whose taxes makeup the major chunk of the exchequer’s finances. 


“The area does not fall in the jurisdiction of Cantonment Board or Defence Housing Authority. It is the responsibility of the City District Government Karachi,” said Khadim Hussain Uchvi, spokesman for Clifton Cantonment Board.

“The removal of sewage in Clifton Block 3 is the responsibility of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. The city government has a private contractor to lift the garbage but the contractor is not responsible to clean the sewage,” said Mohammad Dilawar, Nazim, Saddar Town.


Qadeer Siddiqui, a spokesman of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board said, “Please contact our chief engineer Najam-e-Aam Siddiqui. He will resolve the problem.”


But, seeing that he would constantly cut the line despite several attempts by The News to contact him, Siddiqui appeared to be too busy to cater to such trivial matters.


The futile efforts of the residents of Block 3 to locate the civic agency responsible for dealing with their area’s troubles reminds one of the famous short story written by Krishna Chandra called “Jamun Ka Paer”, in which an ordinary and hapless citizen is trapped under a fallen tree right in front of a department’s office. He remains trapped, waiting for help while the various departments argue among one another as to who was actually responsible for saving his life. Of course, before they could decide, the man had already passed away.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-4, 20/10/2006)
Failure of a mega drainage project

A World Bank Inspection Panel has acknowledged serious flaws in planning, design, execution and supervision of the much criticized mega projects Left Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) and National Drainage Programme (NDP).

The LBOD project commenced on December 13, 1984 with an WorldBank/IDA credit of $150 million. The approved PC-1 cost of project was estimated at over Rs8.5 billion, which ended up with over Rs31 billion leaving behind a tragic trail of engineering, environmental, human and socio-economic failures.


The Stage-1 of LBOD project was designed to raise agricultural production of about 1.27 million Cultivable Command Area, mainly by reducing water logging and salinity in the three districts- Nawabshah, Sanghar and Mirpurkhas on the left bank of Indus. The major donors were IDA and ADB.

The unfinished work of the project was merged in another mega project National Drainage Project (NDP) of $786 million, which envisaged extending LBOD to cater for the effluent generated in Punjab through a 1464 kms long drain under National Surface Drainage System (NSDS).


The district of Badin was used as conduit for the Spinal Drain of the project for ultimate disposal of saline effluent to the Arabian Sea through a 42 kms long Tidal Link Canal.


Outfall structure in any drainage project is considered as the most sensitive component, requiring well placed environmental and socio-economic safeguards around the area. Perhaps, this was the most neglected segment of the LBOD project. People of the area had expressed their apprehensions ever since they came to know about the Tidal Link passing through Badin. But all their arguments were rejected by the “experts” considering them ignorant and illiterate fishermen. No heed was paid to the concerns raised by the experts and civil society of Sindh.


A major challenge for the project designers was to provide safe disposal of effluent to sea. It was decided to transport the effluent via 92 ft wide and 42 kms long Tidal Link canal through a natural lake complex of very high ecological significance. Two of the four lakes Nureri and Jubbo were recognized as Ramsar sites, confirming the existence of rich eco-system.


Crossing a drainage channel through such delicate eco-system, which also supported livelihood for about 15,000 fishermen from about 40 villages, was enough to warrant diligent environmental and scoio-economic mechanism.

To prevent drainage flow from entering in dhands, an embankment was provided with a 4.5 ft high, 1,800 ft long “Cholri Weir” to avoid draining of dhands’ water during recession of tide thus maintaining minimum water level of dhands.


Although the environmental conservation regulations of that time were not too stringent with donors and the borrower, yet it did not require a genius to gauge the degree of risk involved.


In its draft report, the WB Inspection Panel also observed that “….the selected alignment for the Tidal Link was politically attractive—however technically and environmentally risky”.


Considering the environmental sensitivities, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for LBOD was carried out in 1989, which also confirmed the risks. The document says “fishing and the livelihood of those fishermen dependent on the dhands, would be drastically affected.”

The Panel also indicated a number of technical defects in the project design and execution. The design did not adequately account for occasional high intensity storms in coastal areas and the impact of high tide flows.

A most baffling finding comes from the two separate soil sample results. In November and December 1983 when project was at preparation stage, soil samples analysed along the Tidal link show stiff cohesive clay with 85 per cent silt content.


However at the design stage soil testing carried out by Foundation Engineering Ltd. depict the soil with much smaller silt and clay, frictionless cohesive soil. In spite of knowing that the soil in the channel bed is not sufficiently cohesive, no protection was provided at the bed of Cholri Weir, which was exposed to active erosion during tidal fluctuation.


With questionable strength, this soil was also used in sections of embankment of the Tidal Link, only to multiply its vulnerability against tidal wave action. At the top of that, the Tidal Link was aligned against the wind direction thus adding more pressure to tidal inflow from the sea creek. All that culminated in collapse of Cholri Weir during the night of June 24, 1998, unleashing an unprecedented environmental havoc with the fragile lake system converting them in saline sink beyond recovery. Authorities made cosmetic efforts to repair the weir but within four months the breach became 450 ft wide from southern side and authorities capitulated.


A panel of experts fielded by the Sindh Government to investigate the causes of the failure also confirmed the design defects. It concluded that the insufficient embedded length of the sheet piling of the weir and the missing bed protection in the channel were the most critical factors responsible for the failure. It was established that the designers did not consider damaging erosive action of the tidal current on the less cohesive soil.


Before any solution would have been considered, a disastrous cyclone lashed the area on May 21, 1999. It caused 54 breaches in the embankment of the tidal link rendering it completely irreparable. The breached structure unleashed an unprecedented disaster on nearby settlements of fishermen communities and according to official figures, about 75 people died in Badin alone, whereas local communities put toll on much higher side. With this disaster, embankments were washed away and the Tidal Link flow became part of dhand complex and salinity level started rising, thus playing havoc with environment.


At one stage, salinity of Pateji dhand was measured as horribly high at 68,000 ppm previously measured at 15,000 ppm. The salinity scale can be judged from the fact that the salinity of sea is around 35,000 ppm, hence Pateji dhand became doubly saline.


The WB Inspection Panel document using highly pertinent term calls the dhand “biologically dead. Before LBOD project, the lake system would also receive low salinity water from local drains of Badin, constructed as part of Kotri Surface Drainage System. These drains also started reverse flowing particularly at high tide hours, thus spilling into surrounding agricultural land rendering it unfit for cropping.


Hence the poor communities of Badin not only lost their fisheries and other resources from dhands but also started loosing their agricultural land due to backflow in local drains connected to dhand complex. This has also impacted aquifer in the vicinity thus depriving communities from drinkable fresh water.

This multiple disaster is no where quantifiably accounted to assess the extent of damage inflicted by mega-project on marginalised communities of Badin. The most important task should have been to start a robust monitoring of effects and considering package for rehabilitation and compensation of the affected persons.


The Panel also observed (in fact endorsed the views of local communities and experts of Sindh) “there were no provisions for an emergency closure of the Tidal Link. No facilities were in place to warn the population and mitigate flood impact. There were no fail-safe provisions in the design.”
The most important follow-up should have been a robust monitoring plan to keep a tab on ecological changes surfacing in the area. The 2001 World Bank Mission also recommended the same. This would have helped in gauging the scale of impact and devising appropriate rehabilitation and compensation measures for those affected but no one seems worried about them.


No serious action was ever taken to compensate the affectees. The panel also observes “there have been significant shortcomings in implementing previously proposed recommendations to address problems faced by local communities.”

Responsibility does not merely lie with the federal government or the government of Sindh, the World Bank is equally responsible for this shear negligence. The WB Staff Appraisal Report (SAR) of LBOD-1984, carries very important note on page 45-46. It reads “Drainage flows from KPOD into the tidal link connecting to the Arabian Sea should have no effect on the natural environment, nor should they affect the livelihood of the fishermen in the area.” On Chotiaryoon Reservoir, the SAR reads: “Chotiari reservoir impounding would create negligible damage and resettlement costs since only a few accommodations for fishermen are located in the reservoir inundation area.”
This under-estimation of the risk of impact on communities shows how unrealistic World Bank documents right from the beginning.

The bank placed the project under category B, which requires only environmental analysis as against category A, which requires a full environmental assessment. This indicates how much seriousness was attached with the project by the donor. The bank management admitted this mistake only when the inspection panel raised it in its report. Certainly this omission is mind boggling knowing the details of LBOD and associated environmental risks. This was not even rectified in the course of execution of project when environmental impacts became more foreseeable.


The WB Inspection Panel rightly indicates that “as a result of shortcomings in the Environmental Assessment, decision making on environmentally-crucial elements under the project became less systematic, less informed and more ad hoc.”

Apart from negligence of environmental aspects, policy flaws and faulty design, another major cause of disaster was poor supervision of infrastructure component during execution. WAPDA was directly responsible for the quality of work.


Obviously the government, donors, specially World Bank had their own monitoring mechanism in place but poor supervision provided ample space to the project executants to go almost unchecked with poor design and construction of infrastructure. It would be pertinent to quote two observations made by the Panel.


The Panel observed that decks of bridge over the KPOD were almost paper-thin (less than 8 mm thick) and had been constructed with very low quality concrete. Reinforcement bars had insufficient concrete coverage and were heavily eroding requiring complete reconstruction of the bridges after only ten years.

The Panel experts pointed out that” approach slabs and wings of bridges over the KPOD were not properly designed and could not withstand wave action and currents. The panel also inspected the remaining embankments of the Tidal Link. The experts considered them to be of flimsy construction.


During critical phase of construction of the outfall component, the Panel noted that no experts with relevant expertise (designing outfall structures, knowledge of coastal morphology, environmental and social aspects) were engaged and all design and implementation work was carried out through Irrigation engineers.

The bank’s role was not much better either. Its monitoring missions did not give adequate importance to the failure of Tidal Link. The Aide Memoir from the WB Mission in May-June 1999 made no mention of Tidal Link, despite heavy damages had already occurred to it.


The Aide Memoir of the fifth mission/mid-term review mission in February-April 2000 noted the government of Sindh’s request for funding for the Tidal Link and the bank’s unwillingness to fund the same. It took three years when Bank realised the need of investigating the failure.


Surprisingly, the mission’s report mentioned many technical aspects but made no mention of the effects on local communities. All its recommendations focused only around technical aspects, forgetting completely the rehabilitation of those who paid the cost of this mega failure.


The Inspection Panel noted that, “The Panel is concerned that the Implementation Completion Report that was circulated to the Board was insufficiently transparent on important shortcomings of the Project.


The Panel can not explain why management’s internal checks did not detect the discrepancies between the final report and supervision reports, and why the final ICR was not amended once it was shown to have misleading in its assessment of the project outcomes.”
In fact, the panel has unmasked the grim realities of LBOD, which were being denied since years by responsible agencies.

(By Naseer Memon, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 23/10/2006)

NOVEMBER

Drainage water



NOWADAYS haemorrhagic fever is posing a threat to the lives of Karachiites. Hundreds of people are suffering from this virus.

In this context I should like to say that I reside in Scheme-33, Sector 15-A-1 in Sadaf Society. Behind the Bismillah Complex Sector 15-A/1, there is a big pond formed by drainage water, which is emitting a foul smell. It has been there for a year but no action has yet been taken by the authorities concerned.

The authorities concerned should do the needful.


ZAFAR IQBAL, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 03/11/2006)

WB offers plan to reduce LBOD’s negative impact

ISLAMABAD, Nov 2: The World Bank has decided to offer a new action plan to mitigate adverse impacts, including severe flooding risks, of two bank-funded water management projects on livelihood, environment and natural habitat along the coastal areas of Thatta and Badin districts in Sindh.

The decision has been taken by the bank’s executive board after an investigation by an independent inspection panel that has found a number of shortcomings in design and implementation of the National Drainage Programme and the Left Bank Outfall Drain. The panel has held the World Bank responsible for violating its own policies on environment, livelihood and natural habitat while extending assistance for the projects.


Improving livelihoods of thousands of poor families who have suffered adverse impacts at the tail-end of the Indus River system is at the core of a new water management action plan, said a World Bank announcement released here after the board meeting in Washington.

In its investigation, the panel found that the LBOD design had underestimated prevailing conditions and the risk of extreme meteorological events. According to the panel, it has contributed to the breakdown of the LBOD outfall system and the suffering of local people in lower Badin district, and to significant adverse impacts to important fisheries and wetland habitats known as Dhands.


The panel found instances of non-compliance with provisions of several bank policies, including assessments of environment, natural habitats, indigenous people and cultural property. The panel also found non-compliance in the area of bank supervision, determining that it had been less than adequate in respect to the LBOD system. The people in southern Badin “fell outside the field of vision of those who designed and appraised the project,” said the panel report.


The action plan comes in response to the panel’s investigation requested by residents of Badin. The requesters, on behalf of local communities, pointed out that they had been adversely affected by the bank’s failure to comply with certain operational policies in connection with the bank-financed NDP Project and earlier LBOD project.


The action plan is designed to address with urgency the plight of the poorest people of the lower Badin and Thatta districts and help them deal with the risks inherent in living on this exposed and low-lying plain, the announcement said.

It said a flood response plan would be worked out with local officials to ensure better management of this risk, including early warning and evacuation plans and flood refuge structures. The programme would focus on those people living close to the LBOD for whom the panel found the LBOD was a contributing factor to flood damage.


The bank will report on progress before the next monsoon season in June 2,007. In the medium and longer term, coastal zone and Indus River management will be a priority focus.

The board also emphasized the importance of the World Bank remaining engaged in Pakistan’s challenging water sector and managing the risks associated with large complex projects.


The statement quoted the WB President Paul Wolfowitz as saying that the panel had shown that the World Bank and everyone involved in the projects could have done a better job of mitigating the risks and impact of natural disasters on the poor within and outside the project areas.


The board members heard details of the action plan to address extreme poverty, impacts on the affected population and environment and help manage the severe flooding risks in the lower Indus basin of Sindh province, particularly in Badin and Thatta districts along the coastal zone.


The panel has found that in recent years, a number of severe meteorological events have affected Sindh, including the heavy cyclone in 1,999 which caused extensive damage to components of the LBOD system, the tidal link canal and the Cholri Weir. In 2,003, the largest rainstorm on record struck southern Sindh, causing widespread flooding and loss of life across the area as far west as Karachi.

The board agreed that the management would submit a progress report on the plan’s implementation in 12 months.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 03/11/2006)

LBOD: victim of flawed planning


The World Bank has offered a new action plan to Pakistan to mitigate the adverse fallout of the Left Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) project on wetland fisheries habitats, resulting in great suffering for the people of Badin and Thatta districts in Sindh. Because of bad planning, designing, monitoring and execution, the project has proved to be an engineering, environmental, human and socio-economic disaster. As the World Bank president says, everyone could have done a better job in mitigating risks and impact of natural disasters within and outside of the project areas. Everyone here includes the officials of the World Bank, the governments of Pakistan and Sindh and Wapda. The tragic part of the whole story is that the concerns of local experts and the community were ignored, with the result that ultimately, it was they who were proved right. It was only after the breakdown of the project and its aftermath that grassroot representatives persuaded the World Bank to appoint an independent panel to look into the episode.


The panel has identified serious flaws in the project whose initial cost escalated from Rs8.5 billion to over Rs31 billion. The unfinished project was then merged with National Drainage Project (NDP). Officials responsible for the project were less systemic, less informed and more ad hoc, says the panel.Now the World Bank wants to make amends. It says that improving the livelihood of thousands of poor families who have suffered adverse impact at the tail end of the Indus River system is at the core of a new water management action plan. But will the poor families, who have suffered, be compensated for the loss of their livelihood and their near and dear ones. The flood response plan is planned to be worked out with local officials to ensure better management of this risk, including early warning and evacuation plans and flood refuge structures. The programme would focus on those people living close to the LBOD or for whom the panel found the LBOD was a contributing factor to flood damage. LBOD is not an isolated case where the World Bank and the country receiving its assistance handle projects, completely oblivious of their implications, whether it be the framing of feasibility reports or monitoring and execution of programmes. One serious consequence is the problem of cost over-runs that make projects unduly costly and create bad debts.


Pakistan has been heavily dependent on external assistance to finance its economic development and face balance of payments difficulties, especially when the multilateral lending agencies like the IMF and the World Bank provide the credit. Currently, too, these agencies are financing public sector development programme while government reforms are still to be implemented, with improvement in governance linked to much delayed fiscal probity. With the delivery system being weak, the outcome is not known. The World Bank has done the right thing by accepting the massive failure on its part in case of the LBOD project. But what is no less important is that stakeholders in any programme or project must have an effective say, particularly those who are to be its beneficiaries. Though belatedly, the World Bank has set an example for Pakistan to follow. Similarly, the multinational agencies like the IMF and the World Bank often blame the aid recipients for failures and do not normally share the blame for their own lapses as has been brought out by the panel report in the LBOD case. It is time for two-way accountability.

(Dawn-7, 06/11/2006)

Nazim orders proper sanitation in all towns


KARACHI, Nov 6: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Monday directed all town municipal officers (TMOs), deputy town officers (DTOs) health and sanitation of all the18 towns for improving health and cleanliness situation in the city, saying otherwise they would be sacked.


Addressing a meeting of town nazims, the city nazim said that health and cleanliness were the basic issues of Karachi, due to which there was a fear of spread of dangerous viruses and diseases.

He said that the TMOs and DTOs were being given the last chance to show their efficiency in redressing these issues. He asked them to discharge duties with a sense of honesty; otherwise, stern action would be taken against them.

The nazim said that in order to further improve health and cleanliness situation in the city, every possible help would be extended to the town administrations including provision of more machinery and other facilities.

The city nazim said that the ongoing fumigation drive would continue against dengue fever till achieving targets. He said that the third round of fumigation was completed in all the towns and the fourth round would be kicked off soon.

Mr Kamal asked the town nazims to ensure cleanliness and should work under one-point agenda in this regard to make the city clean.


Meanwhile, the city nazim said that all uplift projects around the Expo Centre including the National Stadium Flyover would be completed before “Gift to Karachi IDEAS 2006” 4th international exhibition commencing from Nov 21 at the Expo Centre.

He said this while chairing a high-level meeting to review the arrangements of exhibition at his office. DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman, Major Tahir and Commander Suleman of the Defence Export Promotion Organisation and others attended the meeting. He hoped that the uplift process in the city, especially projects of Bagh Ibn-i-Qasim, would impress the local and international visitors and delegates.

The city nazim said that the city government had also started beautification drive in the city for this international event.


It was decided in the meeting that the city government would install billboards at all important roundabouts and streets of the metropolis besides setting up stalls of food, water and tea around the venue of the moot.

(Dawn-18, 07/11/2006)

Minor boy drowns in manhole

KARACHI: A minor boy drowned in a manhole while another received bullet wounds near Star Gate on Sunday. 

The body of a minor boy was found from a manhole in B Area, Liaquatabad. 

The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where the deceased kid was identified as Adeel, the three-year-old son of Shakeel, a resident of PIB Colony.


Adeel along with his mother had come to his grandfather’s house, where he left home to purchase sweets and went missing on Saturday. His parents launched a search, but to no avail. However, on Sunday his body was found from a manhole. 


INJURED: Zafar Ali, 13-year-old son of Saleh Muhammad, was wounded when a bullet hit him, while he was passing through the nearby locality of Star Gate.

The injured was rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), for treatment.


Adnan, 30, a resident of Azam Basti, received injuries when a recklessly driven minibus rammed into his pick-up near the last bus stop of U-1. The injured was rushed to the JPMC, where his condition was stated to be critical.


Habibuddin, 30, a resident of North Nazimabad, and an unidentified man received injuries when their motorbikes collided near Godaam Chowrangi. The injured motorcyclists were rushed to the JPMC for treatment.

VEHICLES: At least 11 vehicles including six motorcycles were hijacked from various city areas, while police claimed to have recovered eight vehicles including three motorcycles.

(The News-2, 20/11/2006)
Sanitation work at harbour privatised

KARACHI, Nov 22: Sanitation work in the Karachi Fish Harbour has been privatized after a tussle between the Marine Fisheries Department and the Fishermen Cooperative Society on the issue of poor sanitary conditions at the harbour.

The private sector contractor will provide janitorial services at the harbour, including auction halls, jetty and other facilities, from next month.


Initially, the decision was taken in a previous meeting of the board of directors of the society and it was finalized on Wednesday when the board met again.

The meeting was chaired by the advisor to chief minister on fisheries, Fakir Mohammad Jaddam Mangrio, who informed the meeting that a tenders have already been floated.


The FCS board had finally approved appointment of private contractors for janitorial services to maintain improved sanitary conditions in various sections of the harbour after the suspension of K-1 auction hall and other facilities by the Marine Fisheries Department (MFD) on sanitation grounds.

The meeting also constituted a five-member committee to collect and compile details about the annual budget of the FCS, and it would be submitted in the next meeting.


The board approved a panel of hospitals for FCS employees and stressed the need for expediting the recovery of Rs100 million arrears against mole-holders (authorized commission agents) of the society.

(Dawn-18, 23/11/2006)

Sewerage line to be replaced in one year

KARACHI, Nov 26: Work to lay sewerage line in the Korangi Industrial Area would be completed in one year and after its commissioning the sewerage problem in the industrial area would be resolved for the next 25 years.

This was stated by the chief engineer of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board in a briefing given to newly-appointed additional vice-chairmen Imamuddin Shehzad and Tayyab Hashmi on Sunday.


They were informed that the Korangi Industrial Area contributed millions of rupees in the national exchequer daily in the head of different taxes but despite this their sewerage-related problems could not be solved for years. However, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal realised the issue and initiated this project on priority. They were informed that with the replacement of two-decade-old line, the sewerage-related problem of Korangi Industrial Area would be resolved for the next 25 years.


Later, the two additional vice-chairmen inspected the ongoing development work of laying the pipeline on Korangi Road, which was being carried out by the KWSB with an estimated cost of Rs380 million.

(Dawn-14, 27/11/2006)

CDGK to get Rs600 million machinery for sanitation

KARACHI, Nov 28: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said on Tuesday that the city government would procure heavy machinery, including 41 trucks, worth Rs600 million to improve sanitation and solid waste management in the city.

He said this during a visit to the Hino Pak factory to inspect the first locally-made CNG bus and the solid and liquid waste collecting vehicles. He said that the company would hand over the 41 trucks to the city government by the end of next month.


The nazim said the city was producing about 10,000 tons of garbage daily and due to non-availability of proper equipment, most of garbage was not properly disposed causing hardship to citizens.

He said the city government was paying full attention to improving solid waste management and providing heavy machinery, including trucks, dumper grabber and cranes, to the department concerned. Besides, he said, the staff of solid waste management department would also be increased.


Mr Kamal said that for maintaining cleanliness and disposal of garbage at the landfill sites, the city government took several steps including computerisation of one of the major landfill sites and work on the second site would be completed soon.

He said the 41 trucks being manufactured by Hino Pak would be delivered by the end of December and after the delivery of such machinery to the solid waste management department, accountability would be taken on a firm basis.


The city nazim maintained that the new trucks would help dispose of sewerage waste at the dumping. The vehicles will also be fitted with two huge tankers in which sewage would be transported to the landfill site.

He also underlined the need for changing transport culture in the city completely. He said the federal government had allocated Rs5 billion in this regard and it was the task for the private sector to come forward and utilise the funds.

Later, the nazim inspected the first CNG bus and solid and liquid waste collecting vehicles made by Hino Pak.

(Dawn-17, 29/11/2006)

In search of a sewerage system

KARACHI: The troubles of Orangi Town, a scattered land of mixed ethnic groups, are neglected in every day. It is a place that does not have many facilities for the benefit of its inhabitants and is still fighting to get proper support and attention from authorities. One of the oldest problems confronting this area is the sewerage issue. 

The inhabitants of Orangi want desperately to standardise the system but they cannot succeed in dealing with the mess by themselves. Orangi Town consists of 13 Union Councils (UCs) and has a population of about 0.8 million according to official sources.

The condition of the locality is unpleasant — it is overwhelmed by a foul odour making it difficult to breathe. The unhygienic situation, which is health hazard, is directly linked to the issue of sewerage, which still awaits action by authorities.


During a survey of the town, inhabitants said that the principal cause for this problem was the fact that the town was never provided with a proper sewerage system by the government to begin with. According to them, only a few housing lanes or societies were being equipped with such a system while the rest of the localities were neglected.


They further added that no proper disposal centre, catering to their sewerage and domestic waste, was installed in their town. Nor were there any carriers present to carry the solid waste from local dumping sites to proper disposal points. As a result, most of the people were throwing their garbage outside their homes, which then blocked supply lines and resulted in the overflow of local natural drains (nullahs).

When nullahs are used as disposal centres, it creates a lot of problems for the maintenance staff. 

The natural drains are silted up with so much waste that their surfaces have become firm and compressed and people have actually been witnessed walking over them.


Furthermore, because many of the natural drains are not channelised, they are often silted-up and encroached upon.

Another contributing factor is the frequent breaking of water pipelines by certain desperate people in order to filch water for daily use as water scarcity is another major issue of the town. Afterwards, the lines are not rejoined properly by the authorities, despite constant complaints.


“Pipelines are too old to carry on the flow and are disconnected from various points,” says Muhammad Ovais Malik, Superintendent Engineer, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). He believes that the situation had been worse in the past, but things were looking up now with the Town Municipal Department working hard, especially in those areas which were totally neglected by authorities in earlier periods.


Things would not be as bad as they are today if the management had focused on proper planning and had made appropriate budget allocations earlier on, he adds.

In the past, there was no concept of proper sewerage lines and drainage systems. Most of the houses had narrow arrangements in front of their gates that functioned as the drainage system, which mostly ended up either at the corner of the road or at any other open area nearby.


However, now the surroundings are in comparatively good shape and the area people have undertaken efforts that will eventually change the overall appearance of the town. Moreover, the Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) has also contributed meaningfully and the guidance provided by them is well received and appreciated by the locals.


In the early 90s, a project was launched with the help of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to upgrade the sewerage system of the town. Sectors 5, 6 and 7 were chosen as the prototypes, as a result of which the sewerage systems of these areas are now the best in the town.


With all these problems faced by Orangians, the OPP’s major role has been in regard to the sewerage issue. “OPP’s Low Cost Sanitation Program enables low-income families to finance, manage and maintain sanitary latrines in their homes, underground sewerage lines in their lanes and secondary sewers that constitute the internal development only,” Perween Rehman, the Director, OPP Research and Training Institute (RTI), told The News.


The OPP has also forwarded their assistance to the KWSB by pointing out sectors and councils that have more problems than others and also provide them with helpful site-maps.


According to a case study carried out by the OPP-RTI, the program has extended to all of Orangi where 93,113 houses have invested Rs.84.4 million in secondary, lane sewers and sanitary latrines, with the government investing Rs60.3 million in main disposals.

“It has evolved from a lane to the city,” says Perween, adding that OPP-RTI provides social and technical guidance to both community and government facilitating partnerships. The model that has evolved from the program is the component sharing concept of development with people and government as partners.


Now, under the project of Tameer-e-Karachi, with the collaboration of ADB, further projects have been initiated and the entire town has been divided into two zones; the Western Zone, which covers the surroundings of Sharea Orangi, and the Eastern Zone, which shares most of the area around Sharea Qazzafi.


Ovais Malik disclosed that a sewage carry box — a part of the development work — is expected to be completed within a year. The designing and other paper work is completed and now only approval is required to initiate the field work. This box will carry the sewerage of UCs 6, 7, 10, 11 and 12.


Apart from the planning, there is a dire need for practical work to be done that mainly includes the development and upgrading of existing disposals by de-silting, repairing and covering main drains. 


Furthermore, construction, repair and maintenance work of main sewers is required and so is channelising of the natural drains into covered drains/box trunks.

(By Aisha Masood & Muhammad Zeeshan Azmat, The News-2, 30/11/2006)
DECEMBER

Negative effects of LBOD highlighted

KARACHI, Nov 30: Representatives of various organizations forming the Save Coast Action Committee (SCAC) have raised voice against the negative effects being caused by the Left-Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) project.


At a press conference at Karachi Press Club on Thursday, they said the scheme had already forced tens of thousands of fishermen and other people to change their occupations and migrate to other areas and the situation was worsening day-by-day.


“The situation is aggravating further and we fear of another mass migration from Sindh’s coastal areas to other towns and cities,” Mohammad Ali Shah, chairman of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, said.


He said 200,000 people had already migrated to other towns and cities, besides most of the coastal areas of Badin and Thatta districts had suffered huge deforestation.


The SCAC urged the federal government to provide compensations to the affected families of the LBOD, which was financed by the World Bank in Badin district.


The SCAC is a Badin-based alliance of local communities and civil society organizations, which was formed after the destruction of monsoon rain in July 2003. The SCAC was established in order to initiate an organized campaign for the protection of historical rights of coastal belt. However, major focus of its struggle has been against the social and environmental injustices the LBOD rendered to the lives and livelihoods of people living the coastal areas of Badin.


"It is now three years since the disaster occurred in Badin in which more than 30 people died and their families members were still waiting for compensation and justice, which was directly linked to the failure of drainage system constructed under the World Bank funded project LBOD," said Khadim Talpur.


He said the project was initiated in 1984, with the initial coast of Rs 9,202.9 million. The project-induced displacement, poverty and impoverishment was visible in Badin district and had been reported by the several donor agencies, he added.


The SCAC urged the World Bank’s hierarchy to cancel the debt of the LBOD and the entire amount of one billion dollars be spent in Badin for rehabilitation of the affected people and destroyed environment.


"The World Bank and government of Pakistan should immediately compensate the people who lost their family members, crops, houses and other means of living. The government should initiate a programme to create temporary employment opportunities for the people of Badin," Mr Shah said.

(Dawn-18, 01/12/2006)

World Bank action plan for LBOD a joke

KARACHI: Rejecting the action plan of the World Bank (WB) as a remedy of the disastrous impact of the Left Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD), the people affected by the project have announced formation of their own panel of experts and put forth an alternative plan.


Representatives of the affected Khadim Talpur, inspection requestor, and secretary of the Save The Coast Action Committee (SCAC), Muhammad Ali Shah, inspection requestor and chairperson Pakistan Fisherfolk’s Forum (PFF), Mir Muhammad Buledi, inspection requestor and member SCAC, Azhar Lashary, ActionAid (Pakistan) and member SCAC addressing a press conference at Karachi Press Club on Thursday rejected the action plan of the WB inspection panel.


The WB-financed LBOD project (Phase-I) was initiated in 1984, at an initial cost of Rs9.2 billion to provide drainage facilities to the canal command area (CCA) of about 516,000 hectares in Nawabshah, Sanghar, and Mirpurkhas districts. 


More than 75 villages were inundated as a result of 54 breaches in the faultily-designed drain. 


Cultural and ecological loss was an addition to the disastrous impact of the project. The WB, realising the negative impact formed an inspection panel, which suggested an action plan as a remedy.


However, through its interaction with grassroots communities, the SCAC identified and highlighted a number of problems and violations involved in the planning and implementation of LBOD and its adverse impact on the ecology of Indus Delta in addition to the massive human costs.


The affectees said the plan of action prepared by the WB’s management to address the issues raised in the inspection request were a joke, as none of the concerns raised in the inspection request have been addressed in the plan.


“We appreciate the hard work of the inspection panel but at the end of the day, it looks that the World Bank is eying the inspection findings as an opportunity to fund another project, disburse a new loan, and start its routine business of consultancies.” They said.


The SCAC, on the behalf of inspection requesters would thoroughly review the inspection report and plan of action and would form a volunteer panel of experts, which would bring its formal critical response on the report as well as the plan by February 2007. 


Besides, “the SCAC will endeavor to sensitise the “seven NGOs” (which the WB intends to engage in the implementation of its plan) about the negative consequences of engagement with the Bank,” they said working with the Bank was like playing with fire.


They said the redress of the LBOD-induced social and environmental problems should be made through the grant money instead of any new loan.


Muhammad Ali Shah said there was no alternative for the people of Badin, as more than 200,000 had migrated from the area, while 2.2 million acres land of Badin and Thatta districts had been rendered barren. 


He said fish resources in the area had been depleted as inland water ponds had dried. 


“Nareri Lake (a Ramsar site) had run dry. Fishermen are migrating to the agriculture areas to work in the harvesting season,” he said.

(The News-3, 01/12/2006)
CDGK to lay pipeline along Gujjar Nullah

KARACHI: The City District Government, Karachi, has started the planning to construct road on both sides of Gujjar Nullah along the pattern of Lyari Expressway to reduce the traffic problem in the area, said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal while addressing a combined meeting of Gulberg Town Council and town officials late last night.


In the meeting he also took serious note of the poor condition of cleanliness in the township and checked the list of all the employees of Gulberg Town. “The town administration is paying Rs2.7 million as salaries to 560 sanitary workers but the overall condition is still not satisfactory,” he said.


He instructed that workers mark their attendance and also wear the Town’s jacket while performing duties on the roads. 


He also announced handing over to all union councils a tractor-trolley in the next couple of months. “After making sure of attendance of all sanitary workers, the Town may have to induct more staff on a contract basis to meet their requirement”, he said.


The Nazim said that they had decided to take stern action against the “Town Officer Infrastructure” if the cleanliness did not improve in their respective Towns. The officers should visit their township to improve cleanliness condition, he said. 


He also took serious note of the slow pace of development work related to water and sewage, especially started to utilise Rs50 million funds. 


He asked officials to accelerate the pace of work and make sure the pipelines of water and sewerage were laid before the carpeting of roads and streets. 


He said the city government, has started dozens of mega projects as bridges and flyovers are getting complete in record time to reduce traffic problems and benefit the citizens. 


The tenders for different schemes worth Rs130 million have been invited besides the work has also started on different roads, repairing the water and sewerage lines.

(The News-4, 02/12/2006)

Sanitary worker dies of suffocation

KARACHI: A sanitary worker was suffocated to death and another fell unconscious when they were cleaning a manhole in Lyari. Two persons, including an elderly man, lost their lives in two separate accidents in Jackson and Preedy police limits and a burns victim breathed her last in the Civil Hospital on Friday.


Sunny Masih, 35, a sanitary worker was suffocated to death and his colleague Shehzad Masih, 32, fell unconscious when they were cleaning an underground sewerage line near Town Office, Lyari, in Chakiwara within the Kalakot police jurisdiction on Friday.


Area people seeing the incident informed the authorities concerned whereby a rescue team of the City District Government, Karachi (CDGK), fire brigade reached the spot and salvaged the victims. Both of them were brought to the Civil Hospital, where doctors pronounced Sunny Masih dead on arrival.


Shehzad, the survivor told the police that Sunny fell down in the manhole, when he opened its cap to clean the gutter line. “When I tried to rescue my co-worker and went near the opened manhole, I lost my senses too”, he added.


The body of Sunny, the deceased sanitary worker, was handed over to his relatives after legal formalities.


ACCIDENT: Imtiaz Rafique, 22, a helper of an NLC truck and hailing from Dadu (Sindh), was sandwiched between the two NLC trucks and died on the spot when a truck rammed into another stationary truck in the NLC Yard, while he was working on his truck along the Mai Kolachi Road in Jackson police jurisdiction. The body was shifted to the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre and then placed in the Edhi morgue, after legal formalities.

(The News-4, 02/12/2006)
Rain brings city to a standstill

KARACHI: The city received a maximum of 66 millimetres of rain till Monday as the second consecutive day of raining created havoc for the water drainage and sewerage systems and road networks of the metropolis. 


The second major spell of the rain, which started in the afternoon after 2 o’clock on Monday and quickly turned into an incessant downpour continued intermittently till the evening. The accumulation of rainwater and near submersion of major road networks of the city compelled the city-district government to adopt maximum emergency measures for water drainage. 


Arterial thoroughfares of the metropolis, including II Chundrigar Road and Sharea Faisal, and adjoining roads were largely affected due to incessant rain in the afternoon, which created pools of rainwater on the roads due to ineffective drainage capacity available on the thoroughfares. 


The traffic on major roads remained jammed for many hours continuously. The rain also caused widespread suspension of electricity to many areas of the city including Malir, Liaquatabad, Gulishan-e-Iqbal, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, North Karachi, and North Nazimabad, where residents remained without power for several hours at a stretch till late in the evening. 


The incessant downpour caused tripping of numerous electric supply feeders for major localities of the city however according to the official version of the power utility company, KESC, no major power breakdown occurred during the two consecutive days of rains. 


Among other suspensions and disruption of public activities owing to unprecedented rains, the NED University of Engineering & Technology, and the University of Karachi postponed their convocations scheduled on December 5 (today) and December 9 respectively, while the KU also put off its papers of degree classes annual examinations for two days, which were earlier scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday. 


The city, which started receiving the rainfall on Sunday afternoon after intermittent breaks in the evening continued to receive rain till late Sunday night and after overnight rain, there was drizzle on Monday morning. 


The intermittent spells of rain with cold breeze a visible decline with the minimum city temperature dropping by 4.2 degree Celsius during last 24 hours with nine per cent increase in humidity level. 


On Monday, the minimum and maximum temperature remained 13.8 degrees Centigrade and 20.5 degree C with 95 per cent humidity. A day earlier, on Sunday, the measurements of minimum and maximum temperatures were 18 degree C and 24.5 degree C with 86 per cent atmospheric humidity level. 


According to the meteorological department, after two consecutive days of raining its observatory station at the Karachi Airport measured a maximum of 66.7 mm of rain till 8 pm on Monday, including 41.5 mm rain alone recorded since Monday morning. 


The Karachi Airport station was followed by the PAF Base Faisal observatory, which measured 60 mm of rain till 8 pm in two days including 33 mm rain alone since Monday morning. The PAF Base, Masroor, observatory recorded 46 mm rain over two days, including 23 mm since Monday morning, while the University Road Met measured 45.5 mm rain till 5pm on Monday including 30 mm rain received since Monday morning. After the last intermittent spell of rain on Monday evening the sky seemed to become clearer after the sunset. 


According to a meteorological department official, the Westerly weather system, which entered into Pakistan through Balochistan from Iran and the Gulf of Oman and further moving towards the east and north-east had finally passed over the metropolis and adjoining areas and as such there were no visible chances of rain over the next 24 hours. 


He said that the west-to-east cloud system would now cause rains in parts of Upper Sindh and Southern Punjab in the next 24 to 48 hours. Earlier, the meteorological department had issued forecast of major winter raining spell for the larger part of the country amid advancing weather system from Iran. In the meanwhile, the met office has issued forecast of fair to partially cloudy weather with occurrence of cold night in the 24 hours (Tuesday).

(By Muhammad Azeem Samar, The News-3, 05/12/2006)
Rain and its aftermath



ONE notes with a sense of cautious relief that the City District Government of Karachi has sprung into action to clear the roads of rainwater in response to the intermittent downpour that started on Sunday. What we now need to see is action matching the declaration by the CDGK that its sanitary staff would clear the accumulated rainwater within 24 hours after the rain stops. This is absolutely necessary, not only to clear the roads for vehicular traffic but also to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes, other insects and bacteria that eventually find their way into the food chain. The city cannot afford to have an outbreak of malaria or gastroenteritis at a time when residents are still coping with the threat posed by the dengue fever virus which continues to claim lives.


The need to redouble efforts in this regard is paramount, because Karachi has a history of being allergic to rain, as it were. The lesson of the last monsoon’s heavy rains and the disarray in which they left the civic services is that the sooner the job is started the better hope there will be to contain the effects of rainwater accumulations. Already, large parts of the city have braved power outages lasting more than 12 hours; in the affected areas the threat of a water supply crisis looms large. The city district government has done well to set up an emergency helpline, but given the absence of a working drainage system and the state of the power transmission lines giving way as the first drops of rain start falling, it will take prompt action to avoid a calamity. Karachiites are bracing for another tough bout of rain-related outages and hardship while it pours. One hopes that this time round they will not have to suffer the rain’s aftermath.

(Dawn-7, 05/12/2006)

Karachi paralysed by downpour

KARACHI, Dec 4: Intermittent rains lashed the city on Monday piling miseries upon millions of Karachiites as almost all major arteries were submerged. Life in the metropolis was crippled to the extent that most of the educational institutions observed an undeclared holiday, though the city received average 53mm rainfall during the past 36 hours.


Attendance in government and private sector offices remained thin as people woke to another cloudy day giving an indication of heavy rainfall and forcing most of the office-goers to remain indoors. Commercial centres and major markets gave a chaotic scene as the rain water played havoc with goods inside the shops.


While portions of many major arteries Sharea Faisal, I.I. Chundrigarh Road, M.A. Jinnah Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Korangi Road, Shaheed-i-Millat Road, Karimabad Road, Jehangir Road were inundated, there were puddles of muddy water and sewage in almost every locality of the city.


Pedestrians and motorcyclists were the worst-hit as the passing vehicles splattered their clothes with water inundated on roads. Hurling of expletives on the motorists was a common scene.


People placed bricks and stones on the submerged streets and lanes in many residential localities to keep them away from the filth and mud. Yet, it was not an easy task for the children, women and elderly people to toddle over the makeshift crossings.


Nonetheless, the Pakistan Meteorological Department came up with good news and said the worst was already over and there would be no more rain in the coming days.


Naeem Shah of met office told Dawn that a westerly low pressure system which approached the region from Iran three days ago had caused the rain. “The system has almost passed on and it is heading towards upper Sindh and Punjab,” he added.


The met official, however, said the weather would remain partly cloudy with no chances of rains.


The city has experienced rainfall at regular intervals since Saturday when the low pressure covered the provincial capital. The met official said that the city received average 53.3 mm rainfall till 8pm on Monday. “About 24mm rain was recorded during an hour long spell between 2:30pm and 3:30pm on Monday,” he added.


The showers also brought down temperature to 13.8 degrees centigrade while the maximum temperature was recorded 20.5 degrees centigrade. The humidity was 95 per cent. The weatherman said the temperatures would range from 14 to 20 degrees centigrade on Tuesday.


Almost every part of the city was inundated due to light to moderate rains. In various localities, people took the task of draining out rainwater from their house and shops which were flooded notwithstanding the tall claims regarding road drainage system made by the city administrators in the recent past.


Several roads and streets in salubrious neighbourhoods of Defence and Clifton remained inundated with ankle-deep rainwater and overflowing sewage. The government buildings, schools and colleges continued to lurch in mess with no sanitary staff in sight.


On instructions from the City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, the KWSB had kicked off its drain cleaning drive a few days back after the monsoon rains wreaked havoc with the city. However, due to winter rains drains in Lyari, Saddar, Jamshed, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, New Karachi, North Nazimabad, Malir, Landhi and Korangi, Gujjar Nullah, Manzoor Colony, Kalri, Chakura and Urdu Bazaar remained choked.


CONVOCATIONS PUT OFF: Heavy winter rains compelled two public sector universities to postpone their respective convocations.


The NED University of Engineering & Technology, postponed its annual convocation (2006-07), which was scheduled to be held on December 5.


Registrar Javed Aziz Khan said administration of the university was all set to organise the ceremony on December 5, but the latest spell of rains upset the things and it became impossible for the university to hold convocation as per programme. The rehearsal for the convocation could not be held due to the rain on Monday.


The University of Karachi also postponed its convocation scheduled for December 9.


The university spokesman said due to uncertain weather condition new date for the convocation would be announced later. This year, it was second time that the university postponed its convocation due to rains, he added.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 05/12/2006)

Compensation for rain victims ordered

KARACHI, Dec 6: Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman has directed concerned authorities to immediately disburse compensation to the families/ next of kin of the deceased who lost their lives during torrential rains in last August.


He also took serious notice of the inordinate delay in submission of comprehensive reports of the losses by some of the districts and asked the concerned departments to expedite the same so that detailed report of the losses could be sent to the federal government.


Presiding over a meeting on Wednesday to review relief measures taken so far, the chief secretary asked the secretary works to use available funds for road repairs and better communication facilities.


Sindh Relief Commissioner Syed Anwar Haider, who is also senior member of the Board of Revenue, briefed the meeting about the relief provided to the rain affectees to compensate their losses.


The chief secretary advised Additional Chief Secretary (Planning and Development) Ghulam Sarwer Khero to work out estimates and prepare chapter-wise losses in respect of human lives and cattle losses.


He also sought detailed reports about infrastructural damages.


Fazlur Rehman directed Additional Chief Secretary (Local Government) Rukhsana Saleem to get feedback from the district governments about availability of ambulances and fire tenders in each district and float summary through finance department so that necessary steps should be taken to provide these necessities to the districts.


It may be recalled here that soon after the torrential rains, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had paid visit to Sindh and announced that the federal government would share 50 per cent compensation for payment of relief to the affectees.


But, the Sindh government could not send the report of losses to claim 50 per cent share for want of comprehensive reports from some of the badly affected districts including Badin, Thatta, Umerkot, Matiari and Hyderabad. In the last session of the Sindh Assembly, which was summoned by the government, some members had also raised the issue through point of order about the inordinate delay in compensation to the rain affectees and Senior Minister Syed Sardar Ahmad had also cited the reason for want of reports.

(Dawn-17, 07/12/2006)

Wastewater treatment project may be revived

KARACHI, Dec 8: The City District Government Karachi and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board have plans to revive the Korangi wastewater management and sewerage treatment plant project, abandoned in 1997 for several reasons including opposition by some non-governmental organisations.


Officials in the CDGK told Dawn the senior authorities have decided to revive this project mainly to provide additional sewage treatment capacity to prevent continued discharge of raw sewage in the aquatic and marine environment in the Malir Rive and Gizri Creek.


They said, the project aimed at rehabilitating and extending the sewerage network in Landhi and Korangi areas to collect wastewater and construct an interceptor sewer to carry wastewater from the Landhi-Korangi network to the sewerage treatment plant. The project, will also explore whether there are opportunities for private sector involvement in wastewater recycling and reuse for agricultural and industrial purposes.


In 1997, the Asian Development Bank, together with the provincial government and the KWSB, agreed on a project that would provide a sewerage network and sewage treatment plant for the domestic and industrial areas of Korangi and Landhi. The officials said the project did not come to fruition primarily due to objections to the concept by some NGOs.


Other factors that had a role in suspension of the project was the KWSB’s poor financial performance and reluctance by the Government of Sindh to take on the loan, said insiders. In the meantime, officials said, the volume of wastewater flow in the past eight years has increased in line with the escalating population and industrial and commercial activity in Korangi. Officials said some elements of the proposed project – notably the long-term planning for the sewerage network – have now been taken on by other donors such as Japan International Cooperation Agency. Nevertheless, they added, ongoing work in the sector remains inadequate to address the growing problems facing KWSB.


This project was the highest priority investment based on the 1990-2000 sewerage masterplan. A study is being initiated to provide a revalidated feasibility study for the project in the light of changes made since 1997 and provide updated analysis, plans, costs and project packaging information.


The study will provide a revised set of preliminary engineering drawings and project costs, a fully revised feasibility study for the proposed project, setting out costs, benefits likely impact and a clear implementation action plan. The ADB will provide $210,000 for this exercise.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-19, 09/12/2006)

Rain redux

Be it rain or sewage or drinking water or seawater, the city's annus horribilis with regards to water is mercifully coming to a close. The bad news is that next year isn't set to be any better.

The summer monsoon destroyed the city's infrastructure and laid waste to the CDGK's claims of preparation; the second time around there were no boasts because, well, rain didn't quite figure in the CDGK's scheme of things. As the city government went on its merry way of building underpasses and roads and promising a Karachi that is an investment magnet, it seems to have forgotten that there are fifteen million odd souls already living in this city. Citizens who need clean water piped to them and dirty water piped away from them. It sounds simple enough, but it is a complex and enormous task. What Karachi needs most is its own Joseph Balzalgette – the British civil engineer who designed London's sewerage system in the mid-nineteenth century.

Yet, a hundred and fifty years later, Karachi's Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, a purported urban visionary, is neither a Balzalgette nor does he seem keen to find one. The summer monsoon made emphatically clear that the city's drainage system needed emergency resuscitation; however, the city administrators' response was wilful neglect. The symbol of the summer catastrophe was the submerged KPT underpass in Clifton – photos of that fateful event are guaranteed iconic status in the annals of incompetence – but its fallout is visible even today. In sheer desperation, trenches were dug to carry the water away but, long after the water had gone, the trenches remain, mocking the claims of development. The juxtaposition of artwork being installed on the underpass' walls and its neglected, dug up surroundings was galling.

Two inches of winter rain was all it took to declare an emergency in the city. Streets were flooded, drains overflowed and traffic slowed to a crawl. A video shot from a perch overlooking the KPT underpass captured the unfolding of those emergency measures: three men shovelling dirt at the top of the underpass ramp trying desperately to prevent water from rushing down - the proverbial finger in the dam; however, earth moving equipment does eventually arrive and a barrier is constructed even as vehicles continue to gingerly make their way around the impromptu construction site. That temporary earth barrier and a host of fire engines to pump out water represented the sum total of the measures at the place that was the source of most angst since this past summer. The next day the Nazim, indefatigable as ever, was heard talking of multi-billion rupee investments in the city.

Yet, there is no doubt that all blame cannot be affixed on the Nazim and CDGK. News reports have suggested that the politicians are being undermined by bureaucrats determined to hang on to their fiefdoms. A well-functioning CDGK is a victory for devolution and would threaten to erode the bureaucrats' control of the city administration. Politics is far too lucrative to be left to the politicians alone.

There is also the fact that the CDGK is operating with one hand tied behind its back: the sprawling cantonments and the defence housing authority areas remain outside its purview. Prior to the latest flirtation with devolution, its architects explained that there were to be two phases of devolution, the second phase involving unitary administrative control of all areas in the city. At the time some questioned the logic of using the majority of the city's population as guinea pigs for the devolution experiment, but that begged the question: how could those tasked with drawing up the plans for devolution challenge their patron's, CEO Musharraf's, main constituency, the army? Today the DHA is blithely expanding and the Nazim is left to wring his hands in helplessness.

The summer monsoon spawned a haemorrhagic fever epidemic that was only just showing signs of receding. The cooler temperatures of December may well thwart rampant mosquito breeding, but the city is bracing.

(By Cyril Almeida, The News-42, 10/12/2006)

No compensation for LBOD victims

THE Left Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) project brought environmental and socio-economic disaster, specially for people in Badeen who approached the inspection panel of the World Bank for non-partisan investigation of the WB-funded project. The inspection panel submitted its findings to the World Bank in July 2006. The report established that the project was victim of a flawed design, bad execution and poor monitoring.


In response to findings of the inspection panel, the World Bank chalked out a plan of action comprising short-term, medium-term and long-term measures for damage control. However, this action plan repeats a major flaw of the LBOD project i.e. lack of consultation with the project affectees. The inspection highlighted the fact that the stakeholders were not properly consulted in the LBOD project at key stages. Interestingly the World Bank started remedial measures with the same mistake and no stakeholder consultation was carried out while designing the damage control and compensation action plan. As a result important stakeholders such as civil society and local affectees started disowning this plan at the very outset.


A World Bank document ‘Elaboration of the short-term action plan’ issued on Oct 30, 2006 contains very little to redresses miseries o f the affectees of the LBOD project.


The Coastal Area Development Programme (CADP) will be implemented by the World Bank through Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and its partner NGOs. Scope of the project includes (i) access to basic services and infrastructure (ii) raising incomes through improved crops, fisheries and livestock production, marketing and micro-finance services (iii) securing access to, and better management of the coastal area’s natural resources; (iv) identifying viable community organisations that can operate in partnership with the public and private sector and NGOs and, (v) better access to high quality education, information, training and nutrition and health.


Obviously, World Bank loan can never be considered as compensation. It is strange that miseries inflicted by one loan are being ‘compensated’ through another. The bank should not only issue a compensation grant for affectees but should also write off the loan given for the LBOD project.


Since civil society has serious reservations on the way the LBOD was implemented without active consultation with and involvement of stakeholders, the bank should ensure that the compensation package is also designed, executed and independently monitored through credible civil society organisations, with proper representation of the affectees. A CADP Programme Steering Committee should look after the CADP affairs with at least 50 per cent representation from civil society, specially the affected persons.


Socio-economic and environmental assessment of dhands: The World Bank and the Sindh Irrigation and Drainage Authority (SIDA) will undertake this assessment with two objectives. (i) to determine the extent and severity of the adverse impacts that have hit the people living near the dhands or in areas that have been directly impacted, and formulate short-term measures and long-term livelihood assistance programmes; and (ii) to determine the present physical and ecological condition of the dhands paying particular attention to water quality, biodiversity and habitat, and the productivity and quality of the fishery.


Ecological disaster inflicted upon the lake system is enormous. Socio-economic and environmental assessment could be an appropriate beginning, but the World Bank needs to commit for development and implementation of a long-term “lake system conservation and management plan”. Only assessment without any clearly defined follow-up would hardly serve any good to the devastated lakes.


The lake system rehabilitation would be a difficult job in the given conditions where in absence of Cholri Weir, the lakes’ salinity levels have surpassed even sea salinity levels.


Knowing Sida’s institutional state of affairs it is unrealistic to assign such task to it, which lacks in relevant human resource and institutional capacity. This scale of work can only be done by highly experienced conservation organisations. Proper involvement of local fishing communities would be a key to success of any such plan. Rehabilitation of fishing communities largely depends on proper rehabilitation of the lake system.


Rapid assessment of existing local government flood risk management system: The study aims at identifying the gaps in the system and a programme to fill these gaps. Immediate measures outlined for vulnerable villages include construction of flood platforms and refuges, construction of small flood bunds, improving drains, and reducing isolation and improving mobility by improving village roads.


In short term this may have some positive impact on certain localities but surely it would not reduce the scale of vulnerability of Badeen communities against perpetual natural disasters compounded by man-made causes such as failure of tidal link. Rapid assessment can also be a useful start but would remain always insufficient unless entailed with a “Comprehensive Disaster Mitigation and Management Plan for Lower Sindh”. Since the tidal link of the LBOD has been a major blockade against natural south-east-ward flows of storm water thus causing flood-bound disasters, the World Bank should commit developing and implementation of such long-term plan to avert future disasters.


In the given resources and institutional capacity, local stakeholders will not be able to benefit from only assessment of flood risk management system. It requires enhancement of capacities and necessary infrastructure e.g. trained human resource, equipment, basic infrastructure and flood warning and emergency response systems.


Strengthening of the Right Bank of the LBOD spinal drain and KPOD: The World Bank , in collaboration with Wapda and Sida, plans to undertake a detailed field examination of the right embankment of the spinal drain and KPOD. The mission will identify vulnerable sections, identify specific measures that may be needed to complete secure repair of the old breaches and prepare a detailed maintenance plan including estimates of the cost of civil works. The WB would be willing to provide support for its implementation if requested.


What is very transparent now, is that the maintenance of the KPOD or tidal link will not eliminate the risk of the LBOD-bound disasters. Through repair and maintenance, the KPOD can be restored to its original state at the best, which already succumbed to active erosion and flood. The outfall mechanism of the LBOD needs a thorough revision and more serious consideration of alternate options such as outfall through DPOD, the Rann of Cutch and the Kori Creek. The present outfall approach has already proved a failure and there is little wisdom in repairing the existing system, which will cost as much as a new construction would do.


Accelerated processing of WSIP project and establishment of the flood management planning programme: The World Bank and Sindh government have agreed to establish such a planning programme and undertake its implementation immediately when the new Water Sector Improvement Project (WSIP) project becomes effective. The WSIP project is expected to be presented to the World Bank board in February 2007. The planning studies will include options to improve the LBOD, and options to meet storm and agricultural drainage needs.


The WSIP is, in fact, a continuity of the $786 million National Drainage Programme, which could not meet its targets. Also the WSIP is another loan of $140 million and thus can not be considered as part of any compensation to the LBOD affectees. The unfinished LBOD was transferred to the NDP and now the unfinished NDP is being transferred to the WSIP. No one knows which new offspring of the WSIP will shoulder its unfinished agenda.


Strange enough that the NDP with such huge loan ended up with a large part of the project incomplete, and people of this country are not even informed about the fate of the $786 million project before taking another loan of $140 million.


The action plan offered by the World Bank shows that there is no genuine commitment to compensate the affected people of a failed mega project and now the dead body of the failed project is being used to pile new loans on poor people.

(By Naseer Memon, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 11/12/2006)

Sewage overflow in Bath Island

KARACHI, Dec 12: Clogging of a 51-year-old main trunk sewer in Clifton Pumping Station has resulted in inundation of roads and streets in Bath Island area.


Residents of Bath Island have been facing hardships for the last four days due to continuing stink of sewage. Sewage had been accumulated in front of their houses, they said, adding that they are living in the same condition as they had experienced in the monsoon.


Admitting the problem in Bath Island, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal told Dawn that the main trunk sewer, which was laid in 1955 for draining sewage of Clifton and Bath Island to Clifton Pumping Station, collapsed and caused overflowing of sewage in the residential area.


He said for the last four days the officials and staff of KWSB were working to remove the fault but it was a gigantic task, as the line was 32 feet beneath the soil.


The nazim said the problem would be solved in a day or two on a temporary basis. “The main trunk sewer was over 50-year-old and it had to be replaced by the previous governments. We will change the whole line for which the tender had already been invited.

(Dawn-17, 13/12/2006)

Korangi waste water project


APROPOS of a news item on the Korangi waste water project (Dec 9), I would like to say that KWSB's Korangi Sewerage Project was a part of the Asian Development Bank-financed the KWSB's Greater Karachi Sewerage Plan. When this plan was presented, the resource persons from civil society, community-based organisations, research organisations, journalists and government institutions reviewed the project. The review of the Korangi waste water project showed that the plan negated the ground realities and its cost was unreasonably high.


Since mid-1997 the civil society lobbied against this ADB-funded project. Its point was that the ADB had violated its own rules and procedure in approving the project. By December 1997 the civil society presented an alternative sewage disposal plan for Korangi. The alternative plan was cost-effective, and corresponds to the ground realities. This alternative sewage disposal plan for Korangi can be built at an estimated cost of $2025 million as against the ADB's project costing $100 million.


At two meetings, dated March 3, 1999 and April 2, 1999, the alternative plan was presented to the Sindh governor, who rejected the ADB plan and accepted the alternative proposal, in principle, and gave directives for its implementation. Now the KWSB is already way ahead for implementing this plan.


Recent newspaper reports have said that again there is pressure from the the ADB to revive the loan for the Korangi waste water project. I think we should respect the governor's decision to reject this loan and make efforts to get the alternative low-cost plan implemented. This can be completed through local resources and there is no need for the ADB's loan.


MUHAMMAD YOUNUS, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 18/12/2006)

Bath Island misery


THE residents of Bath Island, in general, and those residing at Patel Court D/4 and Street Nos. 3 and 4, in particular, are the worst sufferers of the havoc caused by rain in Karachi. The residents of the area have been facing hardship for the last six months because of heavy rains during the last monsoon season. Their misery has been further compounded due the recent winter downpour.


The city nazim declared emergency in the city but the suffering of this area has not been attended to in spite of repeated complaints made at all levels of the government. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board is helpless and has expressed its inability to do anything due to shortage of funds.


The area is still flooded with rain and sewerage water. The main water supply is mixed with sewerage water and, therefore, is not fit for consumption. The condition of roads is horrible, while the filth and mud mixed with sewerage water provides suitable condition for breeding of mosquitoes and flies. There is a threat of epidemic of gastro-enteritis and other fatal diseases, especially for children.


Will someone please take notice of the sufferings of the area and rectify the situation and relieve the residents of the mental torture they are undergoing.   The representatives of the media are also requested to visit the area to press upon the respective authorities the urgency and magnitude of the problem and motivate them to take action to clear the area which, although considered posh, is starting to look like a slum.


SYED EHTRAM ALI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 20/12/2006)
Korangi waste water project


I SUPPORT the views of Mr Muhammad Younus (Dec 18). The Korangi waste water treatment system, comprising anaerobic ponds, was suggested by the then foreign consultants of the KWSB. The ADB was approached, which approved $70 million loan for the project. Credit goes to civil society which got the project stopped.


In 1982, I, then in KDA, conceived and designed the North Karachi waste water treatment plant. The plant was constructed in 1983 and its operation started in 1984. Technically called aerated lagoons waste water treatment system, the plant had the maximum volumetric treatment capacity of five million gallons per day and was based on the extended aeration treatment principle. The plant had a pump-house, wet-well, distribution pit, primary sedimentation tanks, aeration units, secondary sedimentation tanks, sludge drying beds and sludge lagoons. The plant had a bypass system as well.


Aeration was provided by locally-fabricated cage rotors, which were designed by me, and provided excellent aeration. Together with adequate retention times in aeration units and sedimentation in final settling tanks, the plant produced effluent with over 75 per cent BOD (five-day, 20 degrees Celsius biochemical oxygen demand) and suspended solids removals. Knowing fully well then that the KWSB, to whom the plant was handed over, might question the plant’s effluent quality, the samples were intentionally got tested at the KWSB lab at trickling filters waste water plant, SITE.


Since, I was, in a way, obstructing the business of the then foreign consultants, they along with the then engineers of KWSB tried hard to defame the plant. So much was the opposition that they recommended that the plant is worthless and should be sold out, along with the five-acre land and the amount received should be invested in projects suggested by the foreign consultants.


Before I conceived the type of the plant, I had considered the range of plants’ types: activated sludge, trickling filters, oxidation ditches, aerated lagoons, and oxidation ponds. It was after a rigorous assessment of each type, their appropriateness for the local conditions, availability of labour, operation and maintenance of the two trickling filters waste water treatment plants (SITE and Mahmoodabad) and the relative ranking of each plant over a wide-ranging parameters that I chose the aerated lagoons system.


When the PCI [planning and development department’s document] of the plant was considered by the P and D department, the then ACS (Mr R. A. Akhund) was so impressed with the system that he asked me to construct more such plants, once I determined that the plant is performing satisfactorily.


Not a single penny was paid in foreign exchange. Hydraulic and biological design was done by me. The KDA paid about Rs28,000 to a local consultant who vetted the structural design of the plant.


It is a bit surprising that the KWSB opted for trickling filters waste water treatment plants, in the 1960s, which are at a high end of the treatment scale. In the 1980s, they opted for ponds system, which are at the lowest end of the treatment scale. But they would not opt for aerated lagoons, which fall at middle of the treatment scale.


The question is: when I can design a mechanically-aided waste water treatment plant, why can’t KWSB engineers design simple ponds system, which has nothing but an inlet and an outlet in a pond, and save the foreign exchange component. Having said that, I would advise the KWSB not to opt for pond (aerobic or anaerobic) system, as they do not work when the raw waste water contains industrial effluents. Mauripur ponds and ponds in Hyderabad are facing such problems and are thus producing poor quality effluent.


F. H. MUGHAL, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 22/12/2006)

Work on drain in Clifton begins

KARACHI, Dec 26: Work has begun on a 2.8km long storm-water drain, Clifton Bridge to Nehr-i-Khayam under Tameer-i-Karachi Programme. The project costing around Rs165 million will be completed in four months.


With the completion of the project the lingering issue of storm-water drainage system of Clifton, Bath Island and adjoining areas will be resolved for 100 years.


This was stated by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal accompanied by the KWSB additional vice-chairman MPA Imamuddin Shehzad, KWSB Managing Director Brigadier Iftikhar Haider, while reviewing the pace of work of pre-cast concrete channels of the storm-water drain being manufactured by a Chinese firm Sino Hydro Corporation at a vacant plot, opposite Clifton beach.


“In fact, the pre-cast concrete channels are being prepared at a vacant plot and not at the project’s site merely to avoid hindrance to vehicular traffic and inconvenience to general public,” he said adding that work of placing pre-cast conduits of the storm-water drain on both sides of Khayaban-i-Iqbal will be undertaken during nights.


Referring to the problems faced by Clifton residents and its adjoining localities during recent rains, he regretted that although no proper storm-water system existed for these localities, no one earlier had bothered to lay a modern storm-water drainage system.


“We not only drained out rainwater from the roads and houses of these localities but immediately designed a storm-water drainage system not only for those localities of Clifton which fall under the jurisdiction of the city government but also for Clifton’s blocks 8 and 9 which come under the limits of cantonment board,” he added.


Reiterating that the storm-water drain being constructed nowadays will exclusively be used for draining out rainwater into sea, he exhorted the officials of cantonment board concerned to lay a separate sewage system for those blocks of Clifton which fall under its jurisdiction so that sewage water might not enter into the storm-water drain.


Deploring that storm-water drainage system did not exist at most of major thoroughfares of the city, Mr Kamal said that it had now been made mandatory to provide storm-water drains at all roads, flyovers, underpasses and bridges being constructed by the city government.


In this regard, he mentioned that a storm-water drainage system was being provided all along the I I Chundrigar Road which is being reconstructed.


Highlighting the salient features of the Clifton’s storm-water drainage system which will run on both sides of Khayaban-i-Iqbal, KWSB MD Brig Iftikhar Haider said that the proposed length of the Western drains would be 1,337 meters and 1,478 meters that of Eastern drains.


The pre-cast concrete channels of cross section measuring 1.5 meter into 1.0 meter and 3.0 meter in length with cover slabs have been proposed, besides the work also includes construction of road culverts, reconstruction of footpaths to be affected by the works, he added.

(Dawn-17, 27/12/2006)

Provincial committee to monitor water, sanitation

KARACHI: Despite the expenditure of billions of rupees, the water and sanitation infrastructure throughout the province is in dilapidated condition.


Muhammad Hussain Khan, Sindh Minister for Local Government, Katchi Abadies and Spatial Development keeping in view the conditions, observed that there was a need to establish a provincial committee for planning and monitoring of water and sanitation situation. He said this while in a meeting with a delegation of water and sanitation programme (WSP) of the World Bank, at his office, on Tuesday. The delegation was headed by Farhan Sami, country team leader, WSP.


Hussain Khan further said that global donor agencies through various non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and with the collaboration of provincial government were executing numerous projects in water and sanitation sector, but there was no visible change in the situation. He further added that the water and sanitation system of all the cities and towns should be improved through coordinated efforts and uniform policy which will result in better service to the masses.

(The News-3, 27/12/2006)
Work on new sewerage line begins

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said the work on laying a new sewerage line with latest technology has been started in Clifton and its adjacent areas. 


The project worth Rs167 million will be completed in next four months to resolve 30-years old problem of storm water in Clifton and its adjacent areas, he added. This he said while inspecting the construction of pre-cast boundary walls at beach in Clifton on Monday. Additional Vice-Chairman of KW&SB and MPA Imamuddin, MD Brigadier Iftikhar Haider, EDO Works and Services Amanullah Chachar, EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam, Project Director Engineer Misbahuddin Farid and representatives of Chinese Sino-Hydro Corporation were also present. 


The representatives of Chinese firm, Sino-Hydro Corporation presented a detailed briefing on the project to the city Nazim, who said the residents of Clifton and adjacent areas were facing accumulation of rainwater in the area for the last 30-35 years. 


“The city had not proper drainage system for the rainwater as it was the only city in the world where fire brigade tenders and sucking pumps were used to dispose rainwater from the streets. “We have decided to lay down proper storm water drainage system in all projects of roads, flyovers, bridges and others,” he added. 


He pointed out that the work on laying drainage system for disposing rainwater has been started in all parts of the city where rainwater accumulated in the recent rains like Clifton and II Chundrigar Road. 


“The problem would be resolved on permanent basis as a wide storm water drain is being laid down on the both sides of the road from Clifton Bridge to Nehar-e-Khayyam, while the pre-cast storm water is also being installed from Clifton Bridge to Glass Tower,” the Nazim stated. 


He mentioned that due to the large number of business activities in the area, a latest technology is being used to construct a 2.8 kilometre-long drain phase-wise during the nights.

(The News-3, 27/12/2006)
Karachi’s sewerage problem



THE nazim of Karachi has promised to complete the Rs165 million stormwater drain being constructed in the city’s Bath Island area in four months. He has also assured citizens that this project will resolve the drainage problems of the locality for a hundred years. While all this sounds impressive, one hopes that the civic authorities understand the basic sewerage-related problems that have led to so much hardship for the people, apart from causing insanitation of the worst kind. The basic fact is that the city has had a network of stormwater drains — quite contrary to what the nazim says — but these have been misused as sewers. They have not been properly maintained either, since cleaning and dredging have not been a regular feature of their upkeep.


Land hunger in the city has led to massive encroachments in every locality where the stormwater drains have been handed over to various parties with no effort being made to observe rules and by-laws. Thus every covered drain does not have provisions for big manholes to allow seasonal cleaning. That is why so much demolition had to be carried out in Bath Island where many houses had taken over large tracts of the drain in their vicinity. In other areas of the city, drains have been given to the land mafia to build shopping plazas and housing complexes on. There is also the anomaly of stormwater drains being used as sewers because the city lacks an adequate sewerage system. It is time the master plan the city government is supposedly working on is drawn up and the sewerage system is planned accordingly and implemented so that no sewage is discharged untreated into the sea. Builders and developers are known to grease palms, and instead of obtaining a proper connection to the sewerage network — not adequate in every case — use the stormwater drains for emptying household effluent. This kind of corruption has to stop.

(Dawn-7, 29/12/2006)
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