‘Kachra kundis’


GULSHAN-i-Hadeed, Phase-I, Bin Qasim Town, Karachi, is about 20 years old. The work of cleanliness of this residential area comes within the ambit of the Gulshan-i-Hadeed Committee, under the administrative control of Pakistan Steel.


The performance of the committee with regard to sanitation in the past was good enough, but now the condition of the area has taken a U-turn and become mucky and messy.


This is because of ‘kachra kundis’ recently constructed in front of houses without ascertaining any feasibility and viability of proper place. Heaps of filth and refuse keep lying here and there, especially in front of the houses facing the ‘kachra kundis’.


Thus, in the evening the ‘kachra kundis’ in front of our houses are piled high with garbage, including wrappers, waste papers, plastic bags and other dirty things which float directly into the houses with the gust of wind.


These nasty things have caused great miseries to the residents. At a time when trash is burnt, the smoke drifts over our houses due to which it becomes very troublesome to breathe. Sometimes clouds of insects float in the air and fall in the houses, which cause infectious diseases and other related complications in the human body.


It is true, of course, that these kachra kundis have become a good breeding place for flies and mosquitoes and bait for birds like vultures, kites and crows.


These birds take the refuse of musty meat, beef, fish, dead mice and other rotten things with their claws and throw either on roofs or inside the houses. A foul smell always fills the air.


Not to mention, at night, early in the morning and in the evening groups of dogs, including bitches, are to be seen roaming around the ‘kachra kundis’ and on the road in front of our houses. These dogs keep on barking, butting pedestrians and disturbing our sleep at night.


The chairman, Pakistan Steel, was apprised of the situation twice in writing and requested to direct the Gulshan-i-Hadeed Committee to demolish/shift these kachra kundis to an isolated place but nothing has happened and the residents are still suffering.


I would request the ministry of industries and production and the health and environment authorities to intervene to demolish all the ‘kachra kundis’


HABIBULLAH ABRO, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 25/07/2006)

AUGUST

Dumping in Baghicha continues

KARACHI, Aug 24: The Gutter Baghicha and a cricket ground within its vicinity have been turned into a garbage dumping site, people of the area have complained. They held a CDGK contractor responsible for the situation, claiming that he used to dump the waste material left over after every day’s work on an under-construction road. They also claimed that the road was being rebuilt without the work-order specifications.


Community leaders of the area alleged that the work on the Bara Board-Garden section of Manghopir Road had been undertaken recently by a contractor in violation of all rules and regulations.


Expressing dissatisfaction over the standard of material being used in the construction work, they called for an inquiry into the matter.

(Dawn-18, 25/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER

Uncollected garbage a blot on cityscape

KARACHI: The tons of garbage in Karachi is not being lifted by any private contractor in towns due to which heaps of rubbish can be seen all over the place. The recent rainfall has brought the situation from bad to worse.


Directives of city Nazim are being flouted openly by Town Nazims who have awarded the contracts to private parties who had been asked to lift the garbage at night.


Now there is not a single garbage vehicle to lift the garbage, nor are any figures published by any town as to how many tons of garbage is generated or lifted daily.


The Nazim, at an informal meeting, admitted this failure of the Towns. 


Garbage strewn all over the city has given it an unhealthy atmosphere with the risk of epidemics through the breeding of mosquitoes and flies. 


The private collection system adopted by the City District Government, Karachi, (CDGK) does not look poised for a smooth take-off as one of the Towns, Liaquatabad, has cancelled the deal with its contractor. 


The garbage, as announced by the city Nazim, was to be collected at night. However, not a single town has adopted this practice and garbage is collected in the daytime. It is carried in open garbage collecting vehicles.


According to informed sources, most of the vehicles are old and need a complete overhaul after which they can go up the steep hillside to dump the garbage. The vehicles at the moment have no power to climb such a height. This was also admitted by the Town Nazim, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, who said that they were trying to improve the system and asked for time. The details of how much garbage is generated and disposed of in some of the towns are as follows:


Gadap generates 350 tons of garbage per day. Garbage lifted is 320 tons per day and 30 tons remains in the backlog. Daily transportation cost is Rs17000.


Korangi generates 360 tons of trash per day. A total of 272 tons is lifted daily and 88 tons remains in the backlog. Transportation cost per day, including salaries, fuel and maintenance, comes to Rs33693.


Malir generates 280 tons of garbage per day. Of this, 270 tons is lifted and 10 tons remains in backlog. Transportation cost, salaries, fuel and maintenance per day is Rs36192. 


Gulberg generates 330 tons per day, the whole of it being lifted, with no backlog. 


North Nazimabad garbage generated per day 375 tons per day, 336 tons is lifted and 39 tons remains in the backlog per day. Transportation cost, salary, fuel, and maintenance per day is Rs51582. 


Gulshan-e-Iqbal generates 400 tons per day. Of this, 318 tons is lifted and 82 tons remains in the backlog daily. Transportation cost, including salary, fuel and maintenance per day, is Rs38361.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 17/09/2006)
OCTOBER

Notice taken of solid waste dumping by roadside

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternative Energy Dr Saghir Ahmad took serious note of the illegal dumping of tons of solid waste by Jamshed Town and Korangi Town at roadsides of EBM causeway, which joins the godown Chowrangi of Korangi Industrial Area with Shaheed-e-Millat Flyover. 


This he observed during his visit to the site along with Muhammad Iqbal Diwan, Secretary Environment and Alternative Energy Department and Abdul Malik Ghouri, Director General, EPA Sindh. He directed to stop this practice, otherwise, notices would be issued under the act of the Pakistan Environmental Protection 1997. 


Sharing his views on the issue with newsmen and EPA officers he said for the safe disposal of the solid waste of town technical assistance would be provided to the CDGK for the establishment of its own sustainable solid Waste Management Plan. TMO Korangi informed him sewerage water spillage in sea from DHA and Clifton Cantonment Board is already adding the load on marine pollution. 


He told the reporters a proposal of study on Solid Waste Management in Sindh shall be submitted for its conclusion in Annual Development Programme of next year so that a well concise and comprehensive database is available for the proper execution of SWM system in cities and towns of the province. 


He expressed grave concern over the fact that total 1000 tons of solid waste is generated in the city every day out of which 30 per cent is disposed of, while the rest becomes the part of surroundings. This situation calls for immediate amelioration of the conditions of solid waste management with massive drive against those elements, who are obstacles in the way of safe and environment-friendly disposal of the solid waste. 


On the instructions of the minister, Secretary Environment and Alternative Energy and Director General EPA visited the site of EBM Causeway and submitted their report to the minister for the approval of legal action against those, who are openly violating the concerned sections of Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997.

(The News-5, 08/10/2006)
NOVEMBER

260 more containers for garbage pledged

KARACHI, Nov 5: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced provision of 260 containers for garbage lifting vehicles to facilitate town administrations.


Addressing a meeting of town nazims at Civic Centre on Saturday night, the nazim said that the city government decided to give four iron containers for every garbage lifting vehicle so that speedy removal of garbage could be ensured.


The meeting was convened to look into ways and means to improve the cleanliness and hygienic conditions of the city besides reviewing the progress of ongoing spray campaign being undertaken to control the spread of dengue fever.


Mustafa Kamal announced that the first shipment of 106 containers would be handed over to nine towns while the rest would be distributed to the remaining towns during the following three weeks. This, he observed, would help expedite the process of lifting garbage from garbage-cabins.


Referring to the ongoing fumigation in the city, undertaken to get rid of the dengue virus, the nazim said it had been decided to continue it on permanent basis.


The campaign would continue to get the city a status of ‘clean and free from mosquito.’ The third round of spray had been started under which nine towns had been covered so far, he said and added that after completion of this, the fourth round would be initiated.


“The spray would continue until the city was completely free from mosquitoes, no matter how much time it may take,” he observed.


He directed the town nazims to play an active role in cleanliness campaign side by side carrying out sprays. If required, additional machinery should be used to get the desired results, he added.


Mustafa Kamal said that more than 8,000 sanitary workers were presently available to the towns and if they were all engaged, the city would be certainly become clean. He directed that each garbage lifting vehicle should dispose of the picked up garbage to the designated landfill sites. “No contractor will get his payment unless he produces a slip received from the landfill site,” he added.


The nazim said that one landfill site had been computerised while work was underway to computerise the other. He ordered that garbage lifting vehicles should be covered properly so that garbage was not spilled over the roads. “All out cooperation will be extended to the towns in this regard,” he assured.


He also gave a briefing regarding development works to be carried out in various union councils at the cost of Rs1.81 billion.


DCO Fazlur Rehman and EDOs also attended the meeting.


VISIT: Mustafa Kamal paid a surprise visit to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital on Sunday and inquired the health of dengue patients.


He was informed that 78 patients were admitted to the hospital. Most of the patients came to the hospital from Landhi, Korangi, Shah Faisal, Orangi and New Karachi towns, said a statement issued on Sunday.


Some patients admitted are still under treatment while the rest have been discharged after recovery.


Mustafa Kamal went round different wards and expressed anger over unsatisfactory cleanliness condition. He ordered to fix mosquito nets on the windows and keeping spit pots at a side of the stairs.


On a complaint that doctors prescribe the patients to get their tests done from private laboratories, the nazim expressed annoyance and directed M.S. Abbasi Shaheed and the hospital’s committee to submit a report explaining the situation. Action would be initiated against those doctors and paramedical staff, who failed to look after the patients in a proper manner, he warned.


Meanwhile, addressing at a reception at the Faran Club, Mustafa Kamal said that they believed in practical work and serving people without discrimination. He urged the citizens to ensure cleanliness of their houses and surroundings.


Sindh Local Government Minister Muhammad Hussain Khan pledged for rapid progress of the city. Abdul Rehman Chappra, S.M. Muneer, Yousuf Adil and others also spoke.

(Dawn-15, 06/11/2006)

Foreign firm to manage solid waste

KARACHI, Nov 21: A foreign company with expertise in managing and recycling of garbage will soon take control of Karachi’s solid waste management as a last ditch attempt to save the city from becoming a huge garbage dump.


The city district government Karachi (CDGK) is in consultation with the three foreign companies to make a deal with one of them to take full charge of a job which could never be done for decades despite several innovative attempts had been made, insiders told Dawn.


Sources in the CDGK said the issue pertaining to ineffective disposal of the solid waste in Karachi was again highlighted after the incidence of dengue hemorrhagic fever that has killed over 40 people and affected more than 4,000 in the city. The matter had been extensively discussed at a high-level meeting headed by Federal Health Minister Mohammad Nasir Khan a few weeks ago in which the officials agreed that thousands of tons of garbage accumulating in the city was the main culprit of dengue among other viral, infectious and vector-borne diseases.


The CDGK recently introduced public-private partnership at the town level in which over a dozen local companies dealing with solid waste management had been engaged. The problem, however, remained unresolved as it was found difficult to dispose 9,000 tons of garbage daily. At present not more than 30 per cent of the garbage is sent to landfills while the remaining goes unattended or is burnt.


Insiders said the CDGK’s experiment to dispose of garbage by various companies — each of them entrusted to operate exclusively in its town without any coordination with the other — failed to bear fruit as some reports were highlighted in the media showing the dumping of garbage from one town in another. However, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal does not agree that the outsourcing of solid waste management to local firms failed. The nazim said that the CDGK was engaged in consultations with the three international companies and one of which would be selected.


In the present setup, the local operators lift garbage from certain garbage collection points and dump them at the designated landfill site. But, in future the single operator would start it from the very doorstep of a citizen to its disposal to the landfill.


“The international operator will do it all. Their job will begin at the doorsteps of our citizens, then they will transport it to the landfill. Besides its segregation and recycling, its use in generating power will be carried out in different but sequential stages,” said the nazim. The deal will include the shifting of the municipal sanitary staff and resources to the private operator. “We are not going to privatize the solid waste management but it will remain a private-public partnership in which we’ll transfer all our resources and manpower to the private operator,” he said.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 22/11/2006)

Proper disposal of solid waste stressed

KARACHI, Nov 25: The city is generating about 9,000 tons of domestic and industrial solid waste daily which should be entirely disposed of in line with the environmentally sound methods.


This was stated by Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternative Energy Dr Sagheer Ahmed on Saturday.


He said about 8,000 tons of solid waste were being generated daily in 18 towns of the city, in addition to 1,000 tons of industrial garbage. About 40 per cent of the waste is being eliminated in a wrong manner by different agencies at various dumping points, adding to the pollution significantly.


He criticised the transfer of solid waste in open vehicles to designated landfill sites, saying that thus half of the waste was dropped on roads, which was again causing environmental degradation.

(Dawn-19, 26/11/2006)

Malir Town garbage collection contract cancelled

KARACHI: The private contract of the garbage collection system of Malir Town has been cancelled due to financial constraints. This is the second town, which has cancelled the contract of the private contractor. Earlier, Liaquatabad Town had cancelled the contract citing the same reason.


Officials at the Town Nazim’s office see it as a burden on the town, which negates the privatization policy of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.


City Nazim is on the look-out for giving garbage collection contract of the city to some Malaysian firm and negotiations with them are in progress. 


Karachi city generates 8,000 tons of garbage daily, but half of it remains in the backlog and in a month 1,20,000 tons of garbage accumulates in the city. Citizens feel that all this garbage privatisation exercise has turned out to be a failure.


The City Nazim was contacted on telephone to ask his views but he was not available. 


Garbage privatisation was introduced with the rationale that the towns would generate income through this garbage collection but now the situation is just the other way round.


The Malir Town officials contend that if the cleanliness has to be maintained then heavy machinery has to be purchased on a BOT basis. The Landhi Town garbage privatisation contract could not materialise in the beginning of February this year. Nazim Mustafa Kamal is desperately looking for some foreign firm to do the job. 


Informed sources told The News that at present 400 vehicles were busy lifting the garbage of the city and dumping at the landfills, but unfortunately the land Mafia hire these drivers and ask them to drop the refuse at the nominated sites at a rate of Rs50 per vehicle.


The city garbage remains in the city instead of being dumped, courtesy the land Mafia .


Official sources said there are four landfill sites in Karachi, two official and two unofficial Jam Chakro at Surjani Town, Gond Pass another site near Hub river road, Rehri road near Landhi, and Ibrahim Hyderi,


The Nazim recently had invited newsmen to visit Jam Chakro but for reasons best known to city government officials the visit was cancelled twice.


Sources said these landfill sites have neither a weighbridge nor is any office with the capability of keeping records or proof whether garbage truck has dumped the garbage or not.


A dumper truck has to go high up to dump the garbage. These vehicles are not in a position to travel to a high level.


The vehicle drivers dump all the garbage before they reach the steep area.


Official sources recalled that back in 1998-99 there was the DMC (East) and private garbage lifting process was started and 100 percent garbage was lifted at a cost of Rs43 million in a month-and-a-half.


Later the DMCs were abolished.


The city Nazim has already said that these new garbage lifting contractors have no experience and the cost of the contract is yet to be determined. Probably it would be made public by the Nazim on February 15.


It is interesting to note that private contractor has started lifting garbage in Liaquatabad Town and he is using donkey carts to collect garbage while other towns have hired three-wheelers to do the job.

(The News-4, 26/11/2006)
Solid waste management


NAZEEHA Khan has commented (Dawn, Nov 16) on the solid waste found on the beaches of Karachi. I have been reading about solid waste management in Karachi, and I would like to say that about 7,000 tons of waste is collected every day in the city, out of which 2,000 tons is collected by the government and another 2,000 tons is used for recycling of other goods.


I would like to know if the other 3,000 tons is not being collected or taken care of, what will happen to the once-upon-a-time clean city of Karachi?


There are a few NGOs that have raised the topic of solid waste but nothing seems to be done about it. Why is the government not taking responsibilities for using open plots to generate the trash that is being built every day? And why as citizens of this country are we not trying to make a difference ourselves? As 3,000 tons is not taken care of, then daily it keeps multiplying, in a matter of time there will only be trash and garbage around us, which multiplies in disease and hygiene. If solid waste management is not taken seriously soon, our city will eventually become a big dumpster.


AMBREEN EJAZ, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 27/11/2006)

Unauthorised dumping site in posh area

KARACHI, Nov 26: The Town Municipal Administration of North Nazimabad has turned a courtyard of a building structure in Block B into a dumping ground for all sorts of waste and trash collected from the entire North Nazimabad Town, as well as parts of Liaquatabad and Gulberg towns, and the resultant pungent smell has turned lives of the people living in and the nearby area extremely miserable.


The daily pick-and-drop garbage through heavy dumpers and the presence of heaps of garbage in the courtyard pose a serious threat to public health in the area as because of this nuisance, insects, particularly flies and mosquitoes, have invaded the locality and made it an ideal breeding ground.


A recent visit to the area by this scribe confirmed the complaints of the area people about the problem and its magnitude. Surrounded by the densely populated localities of Block B, Musa Goth and Wahid Colony, the dumping site (or a massive kachra kundi, as the people prefer to call it) poses a serious health risk to the lives of thousands of people, especially children.


Area residents say that dumpers keep shuttling between the dump and the pick up points from dawn to dusk, and in the evening, these dumpers start lifting the garbage from the transitory dumping site for transporting it to some landfill site for disposal. Dr Ahsan Jamil, one of the residents and a social activist, told Dawn that he, along with other area people, called on Union Council Nazim Faisal Moeez and Town Nazim Mumtaz Hameed and apprised them of the problem. However, they maintained that they had no other proper place to dump the waste. Dr Ahsan said, and showed several letters he had written to the officials of different departments concerned to get the problem resolved.


Zainul Aabideen, a pan shop owner of the area, says that because of this problem, it has become very difficult for him to do the business.


Mohammad Ahsanullah, a bakery owner, says that this mountain of filth is a major source of the spread of various diseases in the area. “Children, being the most vulnerable, are the worst hit,” he added. The situation has worsened amid the outbreak of the dengue haemorrhagic fever as the dumping exercise has fully exposed people of this town to the fatal virus that has already claimed about 40 lives and affected thousands others across the city.


“The unbearable stink does not allow me to sit on my shop comfortably and I have to mask my face with a cloth especially in the evening when the pungent odour of the filth is at its peak,” Mr Aabideen says.


Mr Imran, a local political activist and resident of Musa Goth, says the area people have been experiencing the problem for the several years and their repeated complaints have fallen on deaf ears.


He claims that the garbage lifted from three towns – Gulberg, North Nazimabad and Liaquatabad – is dumped in the area. "Because of the constant shuttling of these heavy dumpers, all roads in the area have developed huge potholes and wide cracks which have rendered the thoroughfares unmotorable,” Mr Imran pointed out.


Abdul Aziz, another resident endorsed Mr Imran’s claim, saying that both the main roads between this locality and Ziauddin Hospital are in a ramshackle condition because of the garbage transportation activity through the heavy dumpers. Besides, he said, traffic accidents in the area had remarkably increased.


He also stated that the area residents had been receiving contaminated water for a couple of months because most manholes along the main road have caved in due to the dumpers’ movement and this had resulted in the accumulation of sewage on main roads.


The area residents accuse UC Nazim Faisal Moeez of threatening them with arrest if they did not stop clamouring over the issue.


Nazim of North Nazimabad Town Mumtaz Hameed, when contacted, told this scribe: “Since there was no proper site available to dump the town’s garbage, we have been dumping it in the courtyard of the under-construction building of Central Avenue, opposite Musa Goth, for the time being. But now, the town administration will collect the garbage from all the UCs under his administration and dump it at three points identified in the Paposh Nagar graveyard, Buffer Zone’s nullah near Shafiq Morr and Block B (opposite Musa Goth).”


From these points, he says, the trash will be transported to the landfill site in Jam Chakro, outside the city limits, during night hours for disposal.


When asked to comment on the widespread complaints about serious health risk posed by the dumping activity in the area, he tried to evade the question. However, he maintained: "We have shifted much of the garbage load from the area to two other places and this will mitigate the sufferings of the area residents to a large extent.” He claimed that the town administration had spread limestone powder to eliminate insects. However, area residents strongly disputed his claim.


UC Nazim Faisal Moeez, when contacted, said that the garbage dumping point would be shifted to Pahar Ganj in a couple of days as trenches had been developed there for the purpose.

(By S. Taheer Hussain, Dawn-15, 27/11/2006)

Shift garbage dump, say residents

KARACHI, Nov 27: The Gulshan Town administration has failed to shift a garbage dump, situated close to a private school in Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s Block-3, which is a potential health hazard to children.


The school administration and concerned parents had brought this matter into the knowledge of Gulshan Town Nazim Wasey Jalil and other authorities and offered them that they would bear all expenses for the construction of a similar garbage dump at any other location.


The heap of waste material outside the garbage dump shows the inefficiency of Gulshan town administration and the union council concerned.


The school administration cannot remove the garbage dump at their own, as this requires prior permission of the town authorities.


The garbage collected from the entire area was being dumped there by the town administration.


The garbage is not lifted from the dump for weeks and subsequently it disperses on road in front of the main gate of the school building blocking the way for pedestrians and school-goers.


One of the concerned parents, Mrs Samina Imtiaz, said all school-goers walked on filth before entering the school building, as there was no alternative passage.


She said the stink was unbearable and children could not focus on studies.


She said the garbage dump was an ideal place for flies and mosquitoes growth.


The Gulshan Town authorities, when contacted, said they could not shift the garbage dump for want of proper place.


They, however, said the waste was regularly transported to the landfill site without any delay.

(Dawn-18, 28/11/2006)

41 trucks meant for sanitation ready

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said on Tuesday that the city government has decided to procure heavy machinery worth Rs600 million to improve the sanitation conditions in the city. After the procurement of the machinery, the solid waste management would improve in the metropolis.


He expressed these views after inspecting the heavy trucks for the city government, which have been manufactured by Hino Pak Factory. 


These 41 trucks would be handed over to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) at the end of December, he announced.


Kamal said that the city has been producing approximately 10,000-tons of garbage daily as none of the previous governments devised any plan and paid attention to resolve the problem. 


“The present city government, besides developing other projects, is also paying much attention to improve the solid waste management. Besides, heavy machinery including trucks, dumper grabber, cranes and other machinery, including the staff of solid waste management, would also be increased”, he said.


The city Nazim said that the CDGK has taken many steps for maintaining cleanliness and disposing of garbage at the landfill sites and added that one of the major landfill sites has been computerised and the second will also be computerised soon.


“This is a machine era and without suitable machinery the sanitation condition could not be improved. The city government has decided to provide machinery on the requirements of different departments to improve the overall sanitary condition in the metropolis,” he announced.


He said that new trucks would help in disposing sewerage waste at dumping sites without scattering it on roadsides. 


Mustafa Kamal pointed out that vehicles are also being equipped with two huge tankers in which the seepage water would be stored and added that after the procurement of these new trucks, no sewerage waste would be dumped on roads.


“In this regard, the federal government has allocated Rs5 billion and it is the task for the private sector to come forward in the transport sector and utilise the funds”, he added.

(The News-3, 29/11/2006)
DECEMBER

Deal with foreign firms expensive: city govt: Solid waste management

KARACHI, Dec 12: Top officials of the city government seem reluctant to hire a foreign operator for longstanding issue of solid waste disposal while citing that any such deal would be too expensive for the municipal managers, sources told Dawn.


The city government senior authorities have lately attended a presentation given by a Malaysian company Southern Waste Management-SDN while a Chinese company, Shanghai Shen Gong Environment Protection Company, has also submitted a detailed proposal to the city government in which they have mentioned their modus operandi threadbare with the promise that the city’s old problem would be solved skillfully.


A US-based company Globex had already submitted its proposal and organised a presentation for the city government officials earlier. Besides, a Kuwait-based company, whose name has not yet been publicized, has also shown its interest in the business and would formally submit its offer to the city government hierarchy.


While not disclosing as to how much the government would have to pay to the private operator for saving the city from becoming a large garbage dump, city government officials admitted that the proposals and presentations were promising and workable but the demand for payment for lifting of per kilogram garbage was ‘too high’.


“We think such demands are high, but we have not decided to give all this up as our negotiations are underway with the interested parties,” a senior official in the city government said.


Another official said the city government was exploring all options to resolve the solid waste issue.


Referring to an ADB-funded preliminary study, which had recently been concluded, he said the Asian Development Bank had agreed to issue soft loan for establishment of additional six garbage transfer stations and related infrastructure. Besides, in the ADB-funded scheme identification and evaluation of potential and preferred landfill sites would be included.


Sources said the ADB would carry out a detailed study soon in which ‘appropriate regulatory measures’ such as anti-dumping legislation and enforcement mechanisms would be included.


The detailed study would report on ‘collection system contracting improvements’, providing recommendations and documentation for improved operation and management of private sector waste collection operations. It would also report on integration of informal recycling industry into an improved solid waste management collection system.


Sources said the ADB’s study and assistance for establishment of more garbage stations would make it convenient for the city government to operate the system on its own or contracting out the system on the rates it could conveniently afford.


The international operator’s job will start from the doorsteps of citizens, and then they would transport it to the landfill, besides its segregation, recycling and its use in power generating in sequential stages. Some 9,000 tons of garbage is generated in Karachi everyday, but not more than 30 per cent of it heads towards landfills.

(Dawn-19, 13/12/2006)

NGO’s waste blocks as alternative fuel

KARACHI, Dec 18: A non governmental organization, Gul Bahao, working for solid waste disposal in an environment friendly way, has developed an alternate fuel, a sample of which was presented to a World Bank consultant.


The alternate fuel, that could be a substitute for coal, is prepared from solid waste including bits of wood, paper, cloth pieces etc.


One fuel block weighs between 10 to 12 kilograms and does not contain anything that can produce toxic fumes. It costs Rs20 per block.


The Gul Bahao chief, Nargis Lateef, said if this alternate fuel is marketed commercially, it would go a long way in solving the municipal solid waste disposal issue that is becoming bigger with each passing day.


She said her organisation collects about 15 tons of solid waste material daily from over 200 industrial units of the city.

(Dawn-19, 19/12/2006)

Who’s to blame?

THERE was recently a news item in the Karachi metropolitan section about the city government attracting foreign investors for resolving the garbage disposal problem in Karachi. I feel this is only a partial solution to the problem.


Most people in Karachi routinely treat the streets as a garbage dump. I am appalled to note that even educated people can be seen throwing wrappers wherever they please.


This has become so natural for people that they don’t even think twice about what they are doing anymore. Instead they blame the government for not providing enough dustbins.


But how about keeping the wrapper in one’s pocket or somewhere else until one finds a suitable place? Don’t we as individuals have any responsibility? If every citizen is more careful when it comes to disposing garbage our streets would automatically become much cleaner.


ZOAIB KHAN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 28/12/2006)
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