Federal govt to provide Rs4bn for CNG buses


KARACHI, July 1: The city government has chalked out an elaborate programme for the gradual phasing out of insecure and worn-out buses ultimately getting these replaced with 8,000 new CNG buses in the next four years.

This was stated by the City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil at a seminar organised by the International Peace Commission here on Saturday.

Speaking on the occasion she said that the federal government was offering assistance in the form of Rs4 billion to help the local transporters to get these buses imported at subsidised rates.

The city government itself was said to have earmarked Rs500 million for the scheme, under its current fiscal year budget to be complimented with an annual allocation of Rs10 billion for the next three consecutive years.


Ms Jalil said that in the next four years the metropolis would finally get rid of atmospheric pollution caused by smoke emitting vehicles. She reiterated that the city government was taking all necessary steps to contain environmental degradation, with specific reference to atmospheric pollution in Karachi.


Reiterating the city government's strong commitment to provide citizens a healthy and clean environment, she said that it was with the very objective that the solid waste management scheme was being streamlined through the involvement of national and foreign investors. Private sector is being engaged, she said mentioning that the garbage transfer station is part of the very efforts.

(Dawn-18, 02/07/2006)

Work on elevated expressway to start from September

KARACHI: The ground work including piling for the 24km elevated expressway from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad will start in next two months as all the surveys including topographical and traffic survey has been completed, informed sources told The News.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal elaborated the newsmen on the elevated expressway, the biggest ever project in the metropolis undertaken by any foreign firm. The elevated expressway is being constructed on build operate and transfer (BOT) basis by the Malaysian firm and for a period of one year, the firm would collect the toll tax as per agreement inked with the city government.


An official of the IJM Corporation disclosed that the drawings of the project will be sent to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) for approval. He said that as this is a highly technical process, now tenders would be floated for the firms to conduct soil testing of the specified area to measure the load capacity of the soil.


The official said that after the soil capacity test, the firm would start structural designing and feasibility of the plan, adding that piling would start on different spots of Shahrah-e-Faisal, by August this year. The delegation also met EDOs concerned of the city government.


The local engineers and labour force would also be engaged in the project along with some experts from Malaysia. The project includes construction of 24km long, 25 meter wide expressway having three lanes on each side.


The project costing $225 million, will be completed in three years time. Six interchanges will be provided on the 24km long elevated expressway at Quaidabad Intersection, Star Gate, HIR road Shahrah-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole and Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty).


In the first phase of the project, the feasibility study and designing of the project would be completed in a period of six months. The second phase of the project includes engineering, procurement, financing, construction, operation, maintenance and transfer of the project.


The CDGK will handover to the IJM Corporation, physical possession of the site within 60 days together with necessary rights for the implementation of the first phase. The city Nazim has already announced that the foundation stone laying ceremony would take place on August 8.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 02/07/2006)
Two overhead bridges, civic centre planned for Malir

KARACHI, July 1: Two overhead bridges, a civic centre, a desalination plant and a mortuary would be among the major projects to be undertaken shortly in the Malir Town under various uplift schemes.


Moreover, a huge amount of Rs80million would be spent on provision of water and sewerage network in various UCs of the town, to be followed by construction of a network of roads and streets at a cost of Rs220 million from federal grants whose PC-1 has already been submitted by Federal Minister Shamim Siddiqui and is likely to be approved shortly.

The foundation of overhead bridges is expected to be laid next month and would greatly facilitate urban and rural people in Malir and Bin Qasim towns.


One of the bridges would be built on Sharea Faisal and Begum Khursheed Road at Malir Kala Board bus stop and the other on Thado nullah in Khokhrapar, connecting the urban areas of Malir with Memon Goth and also linking Superhighway. These projects would be undertaken under the ADP by the city government.


At a post-budget press briefing, Town Nazim Ansar Sheikh said in view of the increasing traffic volume on Begum Khursheed Road, motorists had been suffering delays both on Sharea Faisal and on Begum Khursheed Road. It would, on the one hand, ensure signal free flow of traffic on both the roads and save travel time.


Speaking about budgetary allocations for the year 2006-07, he said the town council in its budget session held with Naib Nazim Sharafat Ali in the chair approved Rs380.297million budget.

An amount of Rs121 million has been set aside for development works while Rs124.10 million have been allocated for non-development expenditure, indicating a surplus of Rs8,70,000 million, he informed.


Mr Shiekh said that owing to the receipt of a meager sum of Rs230 million from the Sindh government as matching grant in lieu of octroi, the town had been facing a severe shortage of funds for uplift works.

He said that the other sources of income of the town included receipt of Rs40 million from the city government, Rs30.3 million from the town’s own income and an expected income of Rs70.99 million from the town. But of the entire amount available and after deduction of Rs260.11 million non-development expenditure, a paltry amount of Rs120 million is available with the town which is insufficient to carry out uplift works in the town, Mr Sheikh informed.


However, Federal Minister Shamim Siddiqui, MPAs Hamiduz Zafar and Farida Baloch and the CDGK have promised to help out public representatives in carrying out development work in the town.


Explaining, he said of the Rs230 million received as zila tax matching grant, an amount of Rs120.48 million goes to salaries, Rs50.92 million is paid for garbage disposal contractor and Rs40 million has been set aside for repair and maintenance, Rs30.78 million for contingencies, Rs10 million for buildings and roads, Rs20 million for parks services and Rs10 million for mechanical and engineering.He said in view of cash crisis, the town would have to levy taxes to boost its income. The taxes have been proposed to be levied on mobile phone towers, disposal of ST and amenity plots, and issuance of NOC for residential commercial project/ society plots, and granting permission for utilisation of town’s plots for setting up of marriage lawns, petrol and CNG stations and for other development purposes, and hawkers zones would be set up. However, the town nazim faced stiff resistance by newsmen over town’s decision to regularise illegal constructions at Liaquat Market.

He said among the other welfare projects to be undertaken included setting up of two model schools in the current fiscal and award of scholarships to position holders in schools. An amusement park would be built near the town office which would be a unique park.


Lamenting the previous leadership of the town, he said despite issuance of a huge amount in the past, they indulged in an over-expenditure of Rs30 million which the town had to pay after our takeover.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-19, 02/07/2006)

Work on Corridor-I to start in August


KARACHI, July 1: The city government has decided to start construction of the much-awaited mass transit project Corridor-I, from Merewether Tower to Sohrab Goth, from next month.

Sources in the city government told Online that the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, had directed the concerned department to complete evaluation of the proposals, submitted by two companies, by the end of July so that work could start on the project.

It may be mentioned that the project has been in pending for the last 20 years due to scarcity of funds and unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles.


The construction of a mass transit system in the city had been planned after a girl student, Bushra Zaidi, was crushed to death by a speedy bus in 1986, which was followed by the worst ethnic riots in the city taking the lives of many people.


Sources said the city government had planned construction of a light train mass transit system Corridor-I on build, operate and transfer (BOT) basis. Three companies had offered their proposals for the project.

A proposal by a Chinese company was dropped, as it had offered to build a light rail system on credit finance basis, the sources said. The other two companies had submitted their offers on BOT bases. The M-Trans had offered to a build a monorail mass transit system while the International Development Company (IDC) had offered a light rail mass transit system.


Sources said the city government would prefer the IDC’s offer, as it had followed the city government’s tender condition, which desired a light rail mass transit system.


An offer of a monorail mass transit system is also under scrutiny, as the concerned company has submitted two options; one to construct the technology on Corridor-I, and the other to build it in other parts of the city, the sources said.

The city government has appointed a consultant to examine the financial and technical documents submitted by the local and foreign companies for construction of the Corridor-I.

(Dawn-17, 02/07/2006)

Vehicle fitness plan awaits approval

KARACHI: The citizens are still waiting for the approval of a summary sent to the Sindh Chief Minister to privatise Fitness Certificate Centre with the use of modern technology to upgrade the fitness of vehicles.

More than three months have lapsed but the summary is yet to be approved.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had envisaged introducing hassle-free transport service in the city to check the fitness of vehicles by utilising modern technology.

Kamal said that a summary in this regard has been sent to the Chief Minister House and hopefully approval by the quarter concerned will be effective very soon. He said this during a visit to CPLC office at the Governor’s House here the other day.


While expressing his concern he said it is surprising that those vehicles which are unfit to ply in other parts of the country get fitness certificate in Karachi which causes environmental hazards for the citizens.

He said 8,000 CNG buses manufactured by an Australian company would be brought to Karachi in the next financial year.


Mustafa said that the city government is considering constituting a consumers safety council and in this regard a summary has also been prepared to take serious action against those who are involved in adulteration and against those who are involved in overcharging by penalising them six months imprisonment with a fine of Rs 50,000.

(The News-2, 03/07/2006)
CNG price up by Rs2 on rising gas tariff

KARACHI, July 3: CNG dealers have started charging two rupees more per kg from Monday to Rs33 from Rs31 per kg from vehicle owners following an increase in gas rates by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) July 2, 2006.

According to CNG Station Owners Association of Pakistan (Csoap), the CNG rate has been revised due to increase in gas price by Rs23.63 Mmbtu to Rs264.54 from Rs240.91 per Mmbtu.


In January, 2006 the CNG station owners had enhanced the CNG price by Rs2-2.40 per kg depending on the area location from Rs29 per kg.


However, there is a difference of opinion on concept of saving in CNG while using in automobiles as compared to petrol. General Secretary Csoap Muhammad Abbas Sajid said that consumers using CNG in cars enjoyed 55 per cent saving in terms of money as compared to petrol.


To a query as to why the rush of cars has not decreased at the pumps, he said that the CNG stations were receiving eight pound per square inch (PSI) of pressure from Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL) as against the demand of 15 PSI.

He said that Karachi had limited pumps providing CNG facility, which do not match the rising demand. He said it was hard to set up a CNG station owing to high price of land and red tape in the bureaucratic system.


In contrast to Csoap stance CNG Dealers Association chairman Abdul Sami Khan offered a different view, saying there was still a saving of 38 per cent in using CNG in cars as compared to petrol. The percentage of saving fluctuates with the increase in petrol and CNG rates, he added.

He said that the SSGCL demanded extra money from the station owners for bringing gas pressure to 15 PSI from 8 PSI as it says that it has to lay extra pipeline. The company, however, said that it would not charge extra money from some CNG stations (15 pc of the total) where pipeline facility was available.


Mr Sami claimed that more than 90 per cent pumps in Punjab received gas at 15 PSI pressure from Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited. However, he claimed, that some station owners, not members, were charging Rs34-35 per kg in Punjab after the gas price hike from Sunday.


Besides, he said the government last month had reduced the number of departments issuing NOC for setting up CNG stations to four from 16, which may encourage new investors to set up more stations. He added that the City government had granted permission for setting up CNG stations at 600 yards but it takes more than one year for the investor to get the permission.


While CNG is getting popular owing to saving benefit in terms of money – petrol consumption in the country has been on the decline. In July-May 2005-06, petrol intake plunged to 1.1 million tons as compared to 1.2 million tons in the same period of last fiscal.


Dispensers at many petrol pumps now receive less number of cars as a sizable number of vehicles have been converted into CNG. Only motorcycle owners are seen in big rush at the pumps as number of bikes sold in 2005-06 stood at around 700,000 units. Three years back, total bike sales were only 100,000 units, thanks to the entry of the Chinese bikes into the market, which are cheaper by Rs19,000--20,000 as compared to Honda CDI 70cc of Rs54,000.


According to Economic Survey 2005-06, some 930 CNG stations (as on May 2006) are operational in the country, while 200 are under construction. By the end of April 2006, about one million vehicles had been converted into CNG as against 700,000 units converted during the last year, up by 43 per cent.


The Survey says that an investment of Rs20 billion had been made in the CNG sector and Rs2 billion are in pipeline. The CNG industry has created 20,000 jobs. Pakistan has become the leading country in Asia and the third largest user of CNG in the world after Argentina and Brazil.Because of big saving in terms of consumption and money, only few per cent people are booking the locally assembled petrol version cars. An executive in Pak Suzuki Motor Company Limited (PSMCL) said that the company was receiving 90 per cent booking of CNG cars compared to 70 per cent last year and 60 per cent two years back.


Even the passionate buyers of used imported cars are eager to install CNG kits in their vehicles since petrol prices have jacked up phenomenally in the last few years. On June 30, 2001, petrol was available at Rs33.81 as compared to Rs57.70 per litre now, showing a rise of 70 per cent.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-9, 04/07/2006)

Completion of underpasses delayed

KARACHI: The three underpasses of the city cannot be completed by the scheduled date and their completion might be delayed by several months due to some technical flaws.

He said that work on the biggest and longest underpass at Ibn-e-Sina Road is in progress. This was officially announced by EDO, Works and Services, Sarfaraz Ali Shah, while talking to newsmen at his office on Monday.


The EDO, while giving the details of the delay, said that no one could be held responsible for the delay of these underpasses like the city government, water board officers, contractors and consultants delay in the construction of underpasses as they worked round the clock on these projects.

He said that all these under-construction underpasses had utility lines running underneath them and during excavation these lines suddenly got exposed resulting in the delay of the projects.


Asked as to why the consultant who was appointed failed to point out the utility lines in his report, he was unable to give satisfactory reply. He said in future it has been decided that the consultant would not be given the job of underpasses and flyovers putting him on black list and said any further action against the consultant was out of question.


The EDO said a one-year agreement was reached with the contractor for the completion of the underpasses. He said these projects had a stipulated one-year completion period and during the excavation 54 inches diameter sewerage line was also detected and the Water Board was not aware of this huge line and said in the history of Karachi never ever such huge line was laid down.

During work on the Liaquatabad underpass water seeped in from the ground. A 132 KV KESC line was also detected for which we had to face serious problems. Replying to a question that why any action was not taken against any officer due to the delay in underpasses, he said when no one was responsible for delay, action was out of question. 

He said due to this nobody would resign, including city Nazim. He said Nazimabad underpass work was started on March 11, Liaquatabad under pass on March 8 and all these under passes were scheduled to completed in first week of July.


EDO works and services said Nazimabad underpass and Liaquatabad underpass one track for traffic will be opened on August 14 and Ghareebabad underpass will also be opened before August 14.

He said but due to relocation of utility lines exposed after excavation for underpasses for which department highly regrets. Despite all these circumstances credit goes to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 04/07/2006)
Rise in gas price

The increase of almost ten per cent in the natural gas tariff for domestic, industrial and commercial users, effective retrospectively from July 1, doesn't look very good for consumers. According to a notification of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra), the tariff for Wapda, KESC power stations and other electricity companies has been increased by 15.9 per cent while one Wapda power station in Faisalabad has been exempted. This increase is sure to add to the misery of the ordinary consumer because it may well lead to a rise in electricity prices as well at some time in the near future. In addition to that, the millions of motor vehicle owners who own cars that run on CNG can also expect the price of this relatively cheaper fuel to rise further (it was raised a couple of months ago). The reason for the hike is thought to be an increase in the international price of oil. However, according to one report, both Sui Southern and Sui Northern will approximately earn around Rs10 billion extra each because of the higher tariff. But who will explain this all to the ordinary consumer, who will now have to pay more for a very basic utility. Besides, the natural gas is produced domestically and hence consumers who do not have a good understanding of economics are unlikely to find any rationale for the increase. 


In fact, since the tariff for commercial and industrial users has been raised as well, one can expect that the price of all goods and services may rise since gas is a widely used input in industry and trade. Ending a subsidy on this commodity may make sense economically -- and is in any case a demand of the World Bank -- but considerations of equity also needs to be made since the bulk of domestic gas users are by and large low- and middle-income families. Besides, a country like Pakistan, with around a quarter of people living below the poverty line, must consider the possibility of capping the price of a utility as basic as natural gas which is used as a fuel, for heating and for cooking. Also, the role of Ogra in all this needs to be examined. It seems that the regulator regularly fails to do its job of protecting the interests of all stakeholders because it conveniently chooses to ignore -- when acting on requests for tariff increases -- the views of the end user.

(The News-7, 04/07/2006)
Underpasses to be opened by November

KARACHI: District Co-ordination Officer (DCO) Fazlur Rehman said on Tuesday that both tracks of the under construction Gharibabad, Liaquatabad and Nazimabad underpasses will be opened for traffic by end of October or early November this year, while the construction of a track of the three underpasses at Ibn-e-Sina Road will be completed by August this year. 


To a query, the DCO said that Airport-Site corridor would be signal-free according to the vision of the city Nazim. 

He said that seven big projects, including four bridges and three underpasses, were under way at this corridor, adding that work on all the three underpasses was going on round-the-clock after their groundbreaking. 


Fazl said that the main obstacle in carrying out the projects was the underground utility network, as there was no master plan regarding utility services. He said that a 33-inch and 54-inch diameter sewerage lines and 48-inch diameter water supply lines in Liaquatabad had been shifted by KW&SB in a record time period.

(The News-2, 05/07/2006)
Malir Town drops plan to remodel roundabout

KARACHI, July 4: The municipal administration of Malir Town has surrendered to the pressure of influential traders and abandoned the plan of remodeling the main Liaquat Market roundabout and connecting it to Sharea Faisal as an alternative route.The plan involved demolition of encroachments from Liaquat Market’s roundabout and its surrounding areas, construction of a beautiful roundabout and a double road linking Sharea Faisal via Malir Colony.


The plan was conceived in the 80s with a view to provide another access to motorists from Malir Colony and Khokhrapar to Sharea Faisal. Unlike other two routes, this proposed route was a direct link thus reducing travel time to reach Sharea Faisal.


But, the town authorities have now dropped the plan. They have decided to regularise over 300 unauthorised shops near the roundabout. It would be against the policy of the present city government leadership which is strictly against encroachments on government land.

The shops were built illegally by Haqiqi activists during 90s and sold to shopkeepers. The land mafia had earlier demolished a small KWSB office near the roundabout and built a car parking and later built shops.


Although the buyers did know that shops were located on an unauthorized place and could be demolished at any moment, they continued to occupy the roundabout. Most of the shops are being used by the Laiquat Market traders as their godowns and warehouses. The rest of the shops have been turned into food outlets or cosmetic items and gift shops.


On behalf of the DMC East, former SDM of Model Colony Farhan Junejo had prepared drawings and sketches for demolition of shops. Even marking was done by the department concerned but as he sought approval of the DC concerned, it was delayed owing to law and order situation. After a couple of months, the devolution setup was introduced by the government.

Under the new setup, the former two nazims, backed by the Jamaat-i-Islami, neither demolished shops nor did they make any move to regularise these unauthorized shops.

The present town council has now decided to regularise this roundabout as a measure to boost its income because of financial crisis being faced by the town.


However, this would on the one hand deprive the area people of an extra route to Sharea Faisal, on the other hand, would result in congestion at Laiquat Market area.

About the plan to regularise shops, area residents say that if the town authorities can not demolish this roundabout, they should not take any quick decision and leave the issue to the next council.


Area people further say that the city government should provide extra funds to the town, as the town was taking this step to boost its income. Besides, they suggest the city government to take over the project and initiate work on the plan so that area people and motorists could heave a sigh of relief.

(Dawn-18, 05/07/2006)

Traffic mess despite low car-people ratio

RAWALPINDI, July 4: Despite a manifold increase in car production in the country, Pakistan still stands relatively low in terms of motorisation when compared globally and even to its neighbours, according to official statistics.

The statistics reveal that Pakistan has only eight cars per thousand persons. In comparison, China has 10 cars, India 12 cars, Indonesia 21 cars, Iran 23 cars, Sri Lanka 25 cars, the Philippines 31 cars and Turkey 67 cars per thousand persons.


Since 2001-02 the automobile market is growing rapidly by over 40 per cent per annum and if an average annual growth of 30 per cent is maintained, Pakistan’s market will cross the milestone of 500,000 units by the year 2010, according to Finance Ministry’s latest Economic Survey.


Even with eight cars per thousand persons, roads in urban areas, particularly the major cities, experience traffic jams and vehicles are seen in long queues on major highways.

Traffic jams on the Murree Road have become a routine despite spending of billions of rupees on its widening and the construction of an underpass at Committee Chowk. The construction of a flyover on the Murree Road from Marrir Hasan Chowk to Chandni Chowk would take years but might give some hope for the redressal of growing traffic mess.

The traffic situation on major highways in Islamabad has also been worsening. Though the Capital Development Authority is engaged in expanding the road network in the city, traffic jams on all intersections compel planners to think of constructing flyovers in the federal capital.

The present scenario shows the federal and provincial governments and development authorities in the twin cities have not paid the needed attention to build and improve road infrastructure and have ignored the projections of population growth rate and urbanisation.


At the same time, no serious thought was given to alternate means of transportation to lessen the traffic load on roads.

The auto industry in Pakistan is growing fast and may soon begin to achieve economies of scale.

The tremendous rise in automobile demand has resulted in increased production, giving a healthy impetus to the industrial output and generating over 150,000 direct employment opportunities besides contributing tax revenue to the national exchequer, says the survey.


Production of cars in first nine months of 2005-06 increased from 87,104 to 112,478 units. Another 16,885 different types of vehicles were imported during July 2005 to February 2006 under transfer of residence, baggage and gift schemes as compared to only 5,177 units in the same period last year, showing an increase of 230 per cent.

(Dawn-2, 05/07/2006)

Empowering traffic cops



I FELT very bad the other day while passing through I.I Chundrigar Road. The mini-bus driver crossed the road on red signal and the traffic officer tried to stop him, but the bus driver did not stop. To add insult to injury, he abused the officer while going.

This thing would be unheard of in developed countries. The traffic officer in the US have so much power that he has the authority to shoot down the individual if he does not stop the vehicle, once asked to stop by the traffic officer.


Why would a violator in Pakistan stop his vehicle when he knows the poor traffic officer does not have a bike, no gun to stop him? It is this fear that people follow traffic rules in developed countries.

It is human psychology that they would use the freedom to undo advantage if it is not checked. We seem to blame the traffic police officer for any traffic mess, but these poor people do not have the resources or authority to implement the traffic rules in a proper manner.


So, who is to blame? In my opinion it is the local government at fault here. I sincerely hope that the traffic police officers are given authority and resources to rectify this situation and the higher-ups should also have checks and balances to monitor if the traffic officers are doing their job in an efficient manner.

ADNAN ABBASI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 06/07/2006)

Tragic road accident


WHIILE working at Jinnah hospital, I’ve seen hundreds of cases and have become accustomed to blood and dead bodies that come in and it has actually made me stronger.

But nothing could have prepared me for the emergency that arose some time ago. A man and woman were riding on a motorcycle on Kala Pul when a speeding bus hit them, and the bus driver sped away before he could get caught. The people nearby rushed to their aid and brought them to the hospital. I was there when they were brought in and as I made my way into the room, I stopped dead in my tracks. There was screaming and sobbing, everyone was on full alert since the condition of the couple was serious. The husband had suffered deep gashes in his forehead, arms and legs and had fractured his right shoulder but was conscious.


His wife, however, was in serious condition. She was haemorrhaging severely and was completely covered with blood. She had a gaping wound in her head through which you could see her brain. Her husband kept sobbing and begging us to please save his wife and kept getting away from doctors so he could see her. The staff finally got him under control and assured him his wife was being well taken care of but he managed to get away and went to his wife, held her hand and called out her name but she didn’t respond.


They comforted him and told him that they would do everything they could to save his wife and when he calmed down, they took him away for an x-ray. Two minutes later, his wife died. The room fell into a dead silence. The doctors had done everything they could but her injuries were too severe and they could not stop her from haemorrhaging. Her husband came a few minutes later and the doctor told him that his wife had passed away. His wife was only 20 years old and they had recently been married.


It took every ounce of courage and strength I had to keep from crying. Everyone was visibly upset. As everyone cleaned up in the room, one of the senior doctors told us that he had been in the emergency for 10 years and seen many deaths but none stirred him like this one.


This terrible tragedy could have been avoided if the bus driver had followed the law and kept within the speed limit. And if the couple had been wearing helmets, their injuries would have been less severe and an innocent life could have been saved.


What is happening to the people of this country? Doesn’t anyone care about their precious lives or the lives others? What has happened to the lawmakers and law enforcements? If the police had not been negligent, they probably could have stopped the speeding bus and fined him heavily. This unfortunate incident could have been avoided.


SANA ZUBAIRI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 06/07/2006)

Chaotic transport system



ONE is not surprised by the Planning Commission’s disclosure that Pakistan’s “inadequate and inefficient transport system” costs the country an estimated Rs230 billion annually — which is about 8.5 per cent of the GDP. The cost to the economy, the Planning Commission’s annual report says, stems from congestion, poor quality of roads and the inadequacy of the supporting infrastructure. These logistic constraints, the report says, inhibit the competitiveness of the country’s trade and industrial development. The reason for this state of affairs is the absence of a proper transport policy. This is astonishing for a sector which employs 2.3 million people and contributes 10 per cent to the GDP. The report concerns road transport as well as railways, shipping and aviation, but the road transport accounts for 90 per cent and 96 per cent respectively of all passenger and freight traffic.


The chaos one sees in our cities stems from the absence of mass transit systems in cities like Karachi and Lahore and lack of an integrated transport system. At present, road transport, railways and air services operate independently of each other. This is a source of inconvenience to passengers who may want to use all three modes of transport on a given occasion. One can see places like London’s Victoria Station, where bus, train, tube and inter-city coach services operate in tandem with each other. As it exists today, Pakistan’s transport system operates on its own, and government controls exist only on paper. In fact, transporters have turned themselves into mafias and flout traffic rules at will. Notice, for instance, the existence of unauthorised inter-city bus termini in the middle of residential localities in Karachi. One hopes the PC will come up with a comprehensive, long-term plan for developing an integrated transport system — one which is fast, comfortable and cheap.

(Dawn-7, 10/07/2006)

Rickshaw power



Auto-rickshaws have been much in the news during the last couple of weeks. First it was a protest demonstration by transporters, the majority of whom was rickshaw drivers. They crippled the city to unprecedented proportions. The sufferers cursed them, but their supporters saw it as a display of ‘rickshaw power.


The Sindh governors order that registration of rickshaws with two-stroke engines be banned after June 30 has probably been implemented. The three-wheeled vehicle is the noisiest, the biggest air and noise pollutant and the most uncomfortable mode of travel on city roads. Past attempts to push it off the road have failed.


For valid reasons, a big chunk of the population besides the people whose living depends on these machines want rickshaw to stay on. They argue that it is easily available for short distances, women and children feel safe in it, and it easily squeezes past other vehicles and through narrow lanes.


So, rickshaw is the Shrew that needs to be tamed and not eliminated. Transporters demand that rickshaws be allowed as they are is not worth consideration. What the Sindh government wants is that these vehicles be made less of a trouble than utility.


Two-stroke vehicles, in simple words, use oil with fuel and the combination enhances its load-carrying capacity but generates too much smoke. Further alterations in the system enable the vehicle to consume less fuel and produce much more noise. The government wants such vehicles to be turned into four-stroke ones, desirably fitted with CNG kits. Rickshaw operators should take it as an opportunity.

(Dawn-15, 10/07/2006)

Fokker crashes; 45 on board killed 

High court judges, university VC, brigadiers among dead
MULTAN, July 10: A Lahore-bound Fokker of PIA crashed into a field here only a few minutes after taking off on Monday. There were no survivors among the 45 people, including five crew members, aboard the ill-fated flight Pk-688.


According to local civil aviation officials, the plane took off at 12 noon, and lost contact with the control tower within six minutes. Seconds later, it came down in a field in an area called Raj Ghat in the Suraj Miani locality of the city.

Among the people on board were Justice Nazeer Siddiqi and Justice Nawaz Bhatti of the Lahore High Court, two army brigadiers Aftab Ahmed and Farhat Sabir, and the vice-chancellor of the Bahauddin Zakariya University, Dr Naseer Khan.


Mohammed Shan, an eye-witness, said that he and his friends were cutting fodder when they saw a plane tumbling down. “It was so close to the ground that we ran away out of fear. Within no time the plane hit the ground. Then we heard some faint voices crying for help from the wreckage, but fire immediately engulfed the entire wreckage,” he said.


As soon as the plane crashed into the empty field, local people rushed to the place in horror and panic.


Shopkeeper Ghulam Mustafa’s small grocery shop was situated a few furlongs from the site of the crash. “I had seen the plane emitting a lot of smoke, as it nose-dived, tumbling and closing in on the trees in the area.”


Immediately after the crash, he said, he phoned the emergency 15 and the fire brigade. “Initially some local people tried to pull some victims out from the wreckage. A severely-injured woman was rescued but she breathed her last before the medical aid arrived.”

He said the fire brigade came after more than an hour. “By that time, everything had been burnt to ashes,” he regretted.

It is learnt that the plane was carrying 4,700 pounds of aviation fuel.


Multan airport’s chief security officer, Muhammad Sarfraz said that the right engine of the Fokker had caught fire immediately after the plane had taken off. “We informed the control tower about the fire just then,” he claimed.

An official at the air control tower said on condition of anonymity that the senior pilot of the plane, Captain Hamid, was immediately informed, and he perhaps tried to bring the plane back.


Aeronautical engineer Imtiaz Anwar, who had given the fitness certificate to the Fokker for the journey, was also on board the plane.


A.D. Malik, the person in-charge of the engineering section at the airport, said that the plane had no technical problem when it was checked for the flight. “An hour ago, it had come to Multan from Islamabad via Lahore,” he added.

The bodies of the people on board were so badly charred that most had become unidentifiable. Nevertheless, relatives took away 42 bodies after identifying them with the help of wrist watches and other belongings found on the bodies.

The CAA authorities said that the ‘black box’ of the plane had been recovered from the wreckage, and it would be sent to Karachi for scrutiny to ascertain the possible cause of the tragedy.


Meanwhile, two committees have been constituted to look into the causes of the crash. One committee comprised CAA officials, and the other PIA personnel.


INQUIRY: A high-level Inquiry Committee has been constituted for investigating the cause of the PIA F-27 (Fokker) air crash in Multan killing all 45 people on board, adds our Islamabad Bureau.


According to the Ministry of Defence a helpline has been established in the Ministry as well as the Civil Aviation Authority and PIA offices in Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and Multan.

The prime minister has also asked Senior Minister for Defence Rao Sikandar Iqbal to conduct an inquiry into the incident to ascertain the causes behind the air crash to prevent their recurrence.

The PIA Fokker flight PK-688, carrying 41 passengers and four crew members en route from Multan to Lahore, crashed soon after take-off.


Meanwhile, President Pervez Musharraf has expressed deep sorrow over the loss of lives in the tragic plane crash. In a condolence message, he offered his heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved families and prayed that the Almighty may grant fortitude and strength to them to bear this irreparable loss. He also prayed for the departed souls.


Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has expressed deep sorrow and grief over the loss of lives in the plane crash. He prayed for the departed souls and expressed sympathy with the bereaved families.


Senior Federal Minister and Minister for Defence Rao Sikandar Iqbal and Minister of State for Defence Khalid Ahmad Lund have also expressed deep shock and grief over the incident.

	Fatal Flights

History of Fokker crashes in Pakistan

	Date of Accident
	Location
	Fatalities:

No. on board
	Cause

	July 10, 2006
	Multan
	45:45
	Under Investigation

	Feb 20, 2003*
	Kohat
	17:17
	Crashed into fog-covered mountain

	Aug 25, 1989
	Gilgit
	54:54
	Unknown

	Oct 23, 1986
	Peshawar
	13:54
	Impacted terrain on approach

	Dec 08, 1972
	Rawalpindi
	26:26
	Unknown

	Aug 06, 1970
	Islamabad
	30:30
	Crashed while attempting take-off in thunderstorm

	*PAF Fokker F-27 Friendship 200; other craches involved PIA Fokker F-27s

Source: AirDisaster.com


(By Nadeem Saeed, Dawn-1, 11/07/2006)

Three die in road accidents

KARACHI, July 11: Three persons died in two separate accidents in different parts of the city on Tuesday. Two pedestrians were killed when a minibus ran over them in PIB Colony.

Police said that W-22 route minibus ran over the pedestrians standing at the bus stop in the limits of PIB police station.

Police said that Saira, 22, and Ghulam Ali, 60, who were standing at the bus stop, died be fore they could be shifted to hospital.


Following the accident, enraged people started pelting stones at the passing vehicles in protest which resulted in suspension of vehicular traffic.


People also attempted to set the minibus on fire, but police intervened and saved the bus.

Police claimed to have arrested the driver of the minibus, identified as Younis.


On Jinnah Bridge, a young man died and two others were injured when a vehicle knocked them down.

Police said that following the hit-and-run accident the injured were rushed to the Civil Hospital where one of them identified as Minthar, 22, succumbed to his wounds.


INJURED: Two car owners were injured in a fight over parking at Sidco Avenue, Stratchen Road.

Police said that Mansoor Akhtar and Ishtiaq Hussain exchanged words on car parking dispute on Stratchen Road.

They said it was yet not clear that who attacked the other first, as both complainants had alleged each other.

“We have registered their non-cognizable reports at the police station”, said a duty officer of the Frere police station.

(Dawn-17, 12/07/2006)

Gulistan-e-Jauhar becomes traffic nightmare

KARACHI: The ever-growing number of vehicles in Karachi along with the ongoing construction have made our city roads almost unmotorable. To make the situation even worse, the lack of civic sense is always there to assure inconvenience to commuters and drivers.

A perfect example of such chaos is found in Gulistan-e-Jauhar. While driving around the roads and roundabouts of Jauhar, one is found wondering as to why he is driving through this mess, eventually feeling sympathy for residents who face this catastrophe on a daily basis.


Although the entire area has become highly congested, Safoora Chowrangi, Jauhar Chowrangi and Jauhar Mor are traffic bottlenecks that need be addressed on an immediate basis. The city government must find some alternative to avoid or at least minimize the causes of traffic congestion at these points.


Unchecked parking has made life miserable at Safoora Chowrangi. A double line of parked vehicles (mostly taxis and loading vehicles), have occupied most of the space around the roundabout.

The situation is made worse by the speedy minibuses and coaches coming from Malir Cantonment. These buses do not bother stopping for other vehicles and consequently the traffic coming from Kiran Hospital’s direction bears its brunt. 

“While turning from Safoora Chowrangi I never know if a bus or a tanker is coming from the other side,” comments Syed Farhan Hyder, a resident of Block-9, Gulistan-e-Jauhar.

He added that the taxis and loading vehicles have made the roundabout a “Lorry Adda” and what makes things more painful and chaotic is that the “Adda” is on the main road.


Farhan, who is also a flight steward in PIA, told The News that this illegal parking should be removed and if possible the roundabout should be reshaped to suit motorists. There is a general feeling that the roundabout is too large and should be made smaller to facilitate the increased flow of traffic.

A sugarcane juice seller who sits at Safoora Chowrangi says, “I am witnessing the same situation for the past five years.” He also mentions that randomly parked vehicles around the roundabout and on both sides of the road increase overnight and the drivers leave their vehicles behind when going for meals in nearby restaurants.


Motorists on their way through Jauhar Square and Jauhar Chowrangi also face severe congestion due to bad driving. The random parking in service lanes in addition to the encroachments by grocers makes travel extremely tiresome.


“Jauhar has become a busy area as most of the buildings have been commercialized in the vicinity,” said Noman Ahmed, a resident of Block-14. “It is obvious that such a commercial area would have congestion issues.” According to him the installation of a signal at Jauhar Chowrangi will help solve the problem.


Ahmed further stated that the service lanes have been encroached by grocers and the rest of the place is used for parking purposes. In addition, the footpaths are being used for dumping garbage.


There are many societies in Jauhar but there are no streetlights and the roads are in a bad shape. The entire area suffers from the same problem. A commuter was found saying “I remember every ditch that comes in my way because they have been there for so long.”

Last but not least, Jauhar Mor is the spot where one can actually observe the lack of patience and civic sense among commuters. During rush hour, drivers avoid using the lane defined for turning left. This adds to the already congested signal while the traffic coming from Gulistan-e-Jauhar also violates the signals, thus leading to jams.


Things do not end here. There are a few careless drivers who neither have any patience nor do they hold any respect for pedestrians and traffic laws. While coming from Millennium Mall they should logically join the queue of vehicles turning right (to Gulistan-e-Jauhar). However when they find the signal closed, they move straight and turn from a nearby intersection, causing serious traffic blockade and upsetting the entire system of traffic flow.


Gulistan-e-Jauhar is one of the key linking areas of Karachi and has grown considerably. It is becoming increasingly commercial when compared with the past and nearly all residents own a car. The city government should come up with a strategy to facilitate the traffic situation and overcome the chaos experienced in this area. If they ignore it, it may well become a threat for the government in the near future.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 13/07/2006)
Ditches pose threat to motorists

KARACHI, July 17: Absence of proper safety measures at the sites of various development projects, especially those relating to the signal-free corridor between Site area and Karsaz may play havoc with the lives of people in the event of a heavy downpour the city is likely to receive in the current monsoon.


The most vulnerable are motorists in general, and motorcyclists and pedestrians in particular.

At the site of the interchange being constructed at the intersection of Pir Sibghatullah Shah Rashdi Road and Ibrahim Rahimtoola Road, a portion of the single track available to motorists to proceed towards Karsaz has caved in during the uplift work. The deep ditch developed so, already poses a serious threat to the motorists who would fail to notice it timely. And if this particular portion of the road is inundated with rainwater, it would not be possible for any passer-by, motorcyclist or motorist to see the death trap lying ahead.


Similarly, one could also spot about 10 feet deep and at least six-seven feet wide ditch on Stadium Road, near the boundary wall of a plot adjacent to the National Sports Training and Coaching Centre (NSTCC). The ditch has probably developed due to digging by some utility service organisation about a month back. It is still lying unfilled and posing a serious threat equally to motorists, motorcyclists and pedestrians.

Motorists at the two dangerous spots have to drive cautiously, especially during night hours, to escape a mishap as a little amount of carelessness could result in a big tragedy and cost them dearly.


As street lights often remain off, motorists taking these routes usually face visibility problem. If some vehicle tries to overtake another vehicle, any of them would have to take the extreme left side of the road, obviously close to the ditch.


Besides, it is shocking to note that the portions of Stadium Road and Karsaz Road had been dug up more than 10 metres deep for the construction of interchange/flyover, no proper safety measures have been taken to avert a mishap, except for placing heavy boulders at some distance and erecting an ordinary ribbon along the sites’ boundary. Such things often remain unnoticed by motorists, even during the day time.


Moreover, absence of proper safety measure all around the other projects of the signal-free corridor, which includes three underpasses being built near Nazimabad flyover, Liaquatabad No. 10 and Gharibabad, has also created a situation where motorists are exposed to any mishap at any moment. Neither a glittering fence has been erected to warn motorists and passers-by effectively, nor has the diversionary roads been paved in a proper manner to facilitate movement of people and vehicles.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 18/07/2006)

Jumping red lights too common to be an offence anymore

Violating traffic signals has become one of the most common offences these days and what makes it more so is the type of people who commit these crimes. It is not only those illiterate bus drivers who do it but also the highly educated motorists from the “elite” of the metropolis. In fact people from all segments violate traffic signals with impunity.


It is difficult to calculate the percentage of traffic violations committed by the elite because they are hardly issued any tickets, being highly influential. Thus on books, their record is clear and why not when the charge on jumping the red light is a mere Rs200 which hardly matters to them. In most of the cases, it is also observed that if a vehicle is stopped by traffic sergeants the drivers easily get away with the offence by offering a small amount to the lawman. Under given conditions, there remains absolutely no deterrence for motorists by which they can be made to abide by the traffic regulations. 


Adding to the worries of policemen, the motorcyclists undertake this practice most often and handling them is nothing less than a nightmare for traffic personnel, as they do not bother to stop when the red light is on. The story does not end here. The sergeants have to come into the middle of the roads right in front of the vehicles to stop them so that the vehicles from across the road can pass on. That, however, can be highly dangerous at times as a traffic sergeant died near Awami Markaz while trying to stop a speeding Muslim coach back in March 2006. 


A similar situation can be witnessed at different spots throughout the city. Shaheen Complex, Regent Plaza, M. A Jinnah Road, Allah Wali Chowrangi, Hassan Square, NIPA Chowrangi, Gulshan Chowrangi, Jauhar Mor and the Airport are but a few of the most frequently violated signals. 


Another irritant is the violation of signals by non-mechanised vehicles like bicycles and animal carts. Although their entry is banned in particular places, especially on busy thoroughfares, they are still found operating in restricted areas. There is no law as such to deal with them but the only way they can be stopped is the campaigns run against them which are by no means a permanent solution. 


It may not be wrong to say that the impatience of people leads to this violation and it is really miserable scenario that people of a nation, which had shown extreme patience for as many as 100 years to get this country, cannot even wait for some hundred seconds till a signal turns green. And this very attitude of the public has worsened things to the extent that at some spots one finds vehicles halted at green because vehicles from across the road move past the signal despite it being red. Hence we turned the whole system on its head where the green light is serving the purpose the red one is supposed to and vice versa. Who is to blame in such a situation? The traffic police or the motorists? Signals at Shaheen Complex, PIDC, Airport and Malir Kala Board are classic examples of public callousness. 


It may be worth mentioning here that since most of the signals on Shahrah-e-Faisal have been removed, motorists have also become accustomed to moving fast. Consequently they make no secret of their impatience at the remaining few signals which cause great problems for pedestrians who risk their lives to cross the road zigzagging through vehicles. 


Why these irresponsible people are issued driving license? Why aren’t these violators threatened by the authorities? Why were signals installed if the traffic policemen had to regulate traffic manually which is mostly the case? Why have the authorities removed most of the signals before constructing a sufficient number of pedestrian bridges along Shahrah-e-Faisal? Why has no action been taken against the buses that stop at an open signal and pick up passengers causing traffic congestion? And, last but not the least: what are the city government and the traffic police going to do to come to grips with this crime which has reached alarming proportions? 

These questions need to be addressed expeditiously because things are getting worse with the passage of each day. The city government that claims to change the entire traffic system in a couple of years should practically put in efforts to work on this aspect of traffic because no matter how many overhead bridges or underpasses are built we cannot even dream of a disciplined traffic unless these violations are resisted.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News, 18/07/2006)
Three killed in accident

KARACHI, July 18: A man and his two nephews lost their lives when a recklessly driven dumper-truck rammed into their motorcycle near Afghan Mor on Northern Bypass in Surjani police limits early Tuesday morning.

Mohammad Aziz, 38, a resident of Afghan Camp, along with his two nephews Wasim Akram, 8, and Shoaib Akram, 6, was on their way on a motorcycle when they were hit by a speeding dumper-truck resulting in serious injuries to them.


Area people assuming them as injured took them to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced them dead on arrival. The bodies were handed to deceased’s families subsequently.


Following this accident, people gathered at the spot, blocked the vehicular traffic for hours. The police reached the spot and they were pelted with stones by the angry mob. However, the police later brought the law and order situation under control and opened the thoroughfare for vehicular movement.


Though the police registered a case FIR No 144/2006, against unknown driver, no arrest have so far been made.


BODY FOUND: The bullet-riddled body of a man, in his mid twenties, was found near a dairy farm in Malir here on Tuesday.

Khokhrapar police said the body was sent to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for autopsy where the doctors said that the victim received multiple bullets. Later, the body was shifted to Edhi morgue for identification.

(Dawn-17, 19/07/2006)

Centre asks provinces to introduce CNG buses

ISLAMABAD, July 18: The federal government on Tuesday directed the provincial governments to gradually replace outdated diesel buses with CNG buses. This was observed by a delegation of Engineering Development Board (EDB). The delegation had visited manufacturing facilities of Hinopak Motors and Afzal Motors in Karachi.

The visit was aimed at assessing potential of CNG bus manufacturing in Pakistan by there Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs).


The team which was led by EDB CEO Imtiaz Rastgar reiterated that the government of Pakistan was committed to making Pakistan a pollution-free zone.

It was observed that the dedicated CNG engine, CNG conversion kit, cylinders and other accessories were being imported by the manufacturers. However, they had the capabilities of manufacturing and assembling of chassis, body and trim, etc., locally.


The CNG buses manufactured in Pakistan were Euro II emission standards compliant and also offered optional pneumatic and air suspension. It was learnt that Hino Japan had developed a dedicated CNG engine specially for Pakistan, which indicated their interest in this market. Daewoo, on the other hand, already had co-developed the CNG engine with AFS, Canada. They were not only catering to South Korea’s domestic market but also exporting CNG buses.

The team said that the initial capital cost of a CNG bus was higher by approximately 30 to 35 per cent compared with a diesel bus. The higher initial cost was due to the additional CNG kit, CNG cylinder, catalytic converter and other CNG accessories.


Another factor adding to the higher initial costs was the higher operation costs of the manufacturers which was due to lower volumes of production. The operational costs would automatically come down with the increase in volumes of production, the team said.

The operational cost of a CNG bus was lower than that of an equivalent diesel bus. The per kilometre cost of a CNG bus was approximately 15 per cent lower and per kilometre maintenance cost was approximately 20 per cent lower than diesel bus. The team said that Hinopak had the capacity to manufacture 6,000 chassis per annum which could be used either for buses or trucks.

The production capacity for buses alone was estimated to be 2,400 units per annum. Presently, Hinopak had an order of 200 CNG buses from Al-Shahbaz Transport Co which were planned for production during the current and next months.


Afzal Motors would have the capacity to assemble and manufacture 5,000 Daewoo CNG buses per annum upon completion of their plant. Six of their engineers were being trained by Daewoo Korea for this plant.


Talking about limitations, the team said that the gap between the prices of diesel and CNG was narrowing which was disturbing the economic feasibility of conversion to CNG from diesel buses.

The situation was discouraging transport operators to convert to CNG buses. There should be a substantial difference between the prices of diesel and CNG to attract conversion from diesel to CNG buses.

The team also pondered over fuelling infrastructure required for operation of CNG bus fleets which was non-existent at present.

The CNG filling stations for buses which required capacities and facilities should be installed in different areas to minimize the off road time of buses.

(Dawn-2, 19/07/2006)

Action ordered against digging of roads


KARACHI, July 19: The Orangi Town Nazim on Wednesday directed the town administration to take stern action against those involved in illegal digging of roads and streets and creating hurdles in way of uplift projects in the town.

He issued these directives while reviewing ongoing uplift schemes in the town. He also directed the authorities to immediately stop digging work on newly constructed roads.

He inspected such a road being dug up by labourers and asked them to produce the NOC, which they did not possess.

Later, he was informed that the digging and cutting of roads was being carried out to repair old PTCL lines and lying of new cables. He said in future those found guilty would be fined. He asked all the concerned department to obtain NOC from town before cutting and digging of roads.Gulshan-i-Iqbal town administration has initiated work on laying sewerage system in UC-13 with a cost of Rs 15 million.


Town nazim Wasay Jalil inaugurated the work that will be completed in four months.

Under the project, sewerage lines will be laid on three kilometres area and eight villages and adjacent localities, including Al-Muslim Society, Rizvia Society, Kiran Hospital, Zohra Nagar, Memon Hospital, Arif Arcade, Rufi Bungalows and Haris Bungalows, will be benefited.


Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, Mr Jalil said that besides the sewerage project, an amount of Rs 5 million had been allocated for other uplift projects to be carried out in UC-13.

The town nazim assured the residents that work on projects, including development of Awami Park and repair and construction of roads would be initiated soon.


Jamshed Town administration has started work on laying new pipelines and repair of leakage in old ones to control wastage of water and mixing of sewage with potable water in UC-13.


In F B Area, the City District Government Karachi has decided to revamp dilapidated sewerage system in and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal will soon inaugurate the work.

(Dawn-18, 20/07/2006)

Completion of FTC overhead bridge delayed by six months

KARACHI: Construction of the FTC overhead pedestrian bridge has been delayed by over six months now and pedestrians continue to be exposed to risks. Furthermore, the reluctance of the CDGK staff to give details has raised a number of questions among the residents of SMCHS and pedestrians who walk on either side of the road as to why the bridge has not been completed in time.


It may be recalled that earlier this year students and teachers of the primary section of Gulistan Shah Abdul Latif School in SMCHS had held a protest after eight people lost their lives while crossing the road, but their cries have gone unheeded. Women, children and office employees risk their lives and struggle everyday just to get to the other side of the road. There is, however, a sergeant to help out in the morning and during school timings, but he can be of little help under the given conditions. 


Officially, the deadline for completion of this project was December 2005 but due to a private contractor backing out, the project has been delayed, said the Executive District Officer of Works and Services, CDGK, Sarfaraz Ali Shah. He also informed The News that the reason behind this delay was that the company which had the contract defaulted and consequently the CDGK had to hire their own contractor. He also said that the bridge costing of Rs6.5 million would be complete by the end of March 2006. 


It has now been nearly four months past the given date but the project is still incomplete. Undoubtedly work is in progress but the pace of work is much slower at FTC when compared to other pedestrian bridges. This is the government’s own project and the fact that the City Nazim instructed the concerned departments to complete all pedestrian bridges promptly gives yet another example of incompetence. Furthermore the Governor of Sindh himself took interest in this project which the City Government regarded as a priority among all pedestrian bridges.

The concerned officer has been unavailable to comment on this matter. Thus we still don’t know when this bridge will be completed. 


According to another government official, they have to go through a complicated procedure to reduce their financial burden. The government’s policy is to work in collaboration with the private sector so that they can recover their high costs through taxes and land rent paid by the company that gets the tender. Therefore, the work is being carried out under the Built-Operate-Transfer (BOT) system and a few companies, including Gujrat Steel, United Construction, and Armeda have been given the contracts to build 28 bridges (the number of bridges for which work orders have been issued) in the city. More bridges have been planned but no work orders have been given for them so far.


The FTC Bridge is the only one out of a total of 28 that can be called the City Government’s own project and their failure to complete promptly does not leave a good impression in the minds of people. The private company given the contract initially defaulted and after that the government has also delayed the project.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 21/07/2006)
Deaths on roads


RECENTLY, I visited Karachi for a week. The traffic has increased many times. The number of cars, buses and motorcycles is increasing rapidly because of the leasing facilities by banks.

On the Superhighway I saw almost all cars and buses overspeeding and the people in cars, mostly, without safety-belts. The highway police were everywhere but they were just standing or moving for nothing. Who is to enforce safe driving on the Superhighway. None, but the highway police.


In Karachi, too, 98 per cent of motorcyclists were without helmets. In cars, except a few who cared for their own safety, all were found without safety-belts. The police were just standing, I don’t know for what.

The mini-buses, rickshaws and buses were moving with reckless speeds. Ninety-nine per cent of them were leaving behind poisonous gases. The noise-pollution was at its peak. How many motorcyclists die in a year on the roads of Karachi, how many people lose their precious lives on roads daily, who is to ensure the safety on the roads? Those whose duty it is, are, probably, engaged in other important matters.


I request the IG, Sindh, to kindly, look into the matter. The people of Sindh owe a lot to him.

PROF J.N. RAHI

(Dawn-6, 22/07/2006)

Orangi road in bad shape

KARACHI, July 21: The main thoroughfare that connects the Orangi and Baldia towns is in a very bad shape and its condition is further deteriorating with the passage of time.

The slow pace of the ongoing reconstruction work on a portion near the Chandni Chowk and the construction material dumped on the site has further added to the problems.

The area people have themselves raised speed breakers on the road, which are in fact ‘car breakers’.


Over speeding buses and coaches, on such a rough road, pose a great threat to the lives of the citizens.

The road has been dug-up on various places by different utility organisations on the pretext of uplift or maintenance works but left unattended after the completion of their works, thus adding to the miseries of the people and the traffic plying on the road.

The road enjoys a very important position as it links the city to the Lyari Expressway, the area people have demanded of the city nazim to take personal interest in the reconstruction of the road.


According to them, due to the dilapidated condition of the road, besides changing the tyres of their vehicle after a very short span of time, the vehicles were developing all kind of faults, causing financial losses to them.

(Dawn-19, 22/07/2006)

Parking at hydrant site allowed


KARACHI, July 21: Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has allowed parking at the hydrant site behind Civic Centre here in view of inconvenience being faced by people due to parking around the Civic Centre.

A CDGK spokesman said this decision will greatly help resolve the parking problems around Hasan Square with availability of space at the former Civic Centre hydrant.


CHINESE DELEGATION: Chinese entrepreneurs have shown keen interest in making investments in the transport, mass transit and energy sectors in Karachi.

In this connection, a high-level Chinese delegation led by China International Engineering Consultant Corporation vice-chairman Gou Husheng called on City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at his office here on Friday.


The delegation was briefed about the city government's information technology, investment promotion, KWSB, mass transit and transport departments.

The delegation head said his country was willing to take part in the development of Karachi, adding that an urban development master plan was needed for the purpose.


The delegation was told that the preparation of comprehensive and complete master plan for the city was near completion and it would be given final shape within a few months.

It was further informed that there were vast opportunities of investments in mass transit, transport and IT sectors.

In this regard, foreign companies had invested US$900 million during last six months.

(Dawn-18, 22/07/2006)

‘Incentives to pave the way for CNG buses’

KARACHI: The federal government should provide incentives to transporters if it is keen to introduce CNG buses in the province, particularly in Karachi, where the obsolete public transport is playing havoc with the citizens.

Sources told The News that CDGK has already sent recommendation for CNG buses as the federal Secretary Transport had asked for a summary in this regard by the Mass Transit Authority but it was turned down, with a note to send another proposal.


It may be mentioned that the City Nazim had time and again announced that within three years 3,000 CNG buses would be imported for Karachi. Recently the government had issued directives to provincial governments to gradually replace diesel buses with CNG ones. In this regard a delegation of Engineering Development Board had recently visited manufacturing facilities at Hino Pak and Afzal Motors to assess the potential of CNG bus manufacturing in Pakistan.


The News contacted Chairman CNG Station Owners Association Malik Khuda Bux and asked whether the said two companies were capable to manufacture CNG buses, he claimed that these two firms were not capable to meet the requirement and the city government has to import the CNG buses, with each 52-seater costing between Rs 27 and 34 lacs.

(The News-4, 22/07/2006)
Shifting of 200 bus termini by Aug 20


KARACHI, July 21: Taking a serious note of the increasing traffic problem in the city, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad on Friday directed the authorities concerned to complete the under-construction roads within three months.

He issued the directive while presiding over a high-level meeting at the Governor’s House.

The governor suggested equipping the traffic police with modern technology so that they could face the present day challenges. He said the traffic police be provided more vehicles and the facilities required for the purpose. He said 50 percent of recoveries made through traffic challans should be distributed among traffic personnel to ensure improvement in their performance.


Dr Ibad reviewed the progress of work with regard to making Sharea Faisal a model road and issued directives for enhancing parking capacity along both sides of the road.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal told the meeting that the city government had initiated work on the construction of ‘parking plaza’ in different areas of the city to cope with the increasing pressure. Construction work on one such plaza in Saddar area had already been kicked off, he said, adding that it would be completed hopefully in six months.

In future, every project would have parking provision which has been made obligatory on those seeking approval for their projects.

DCO Karachi informed the meeting that there were 200 illegal bus termini in the city and their shifting would be completed by August 20. He said that construction work on roads would be completed by October. Dr Ibad called for completing the work on I.I. Chundrigar Road by August 31.


The governor directed the officials concerned not to stop two-way traffic on Sharea Faisal during VIP movement.

He also suggested that oil companies and other private sector firms be involved in the construction of overhead bridges for pedestrians.

(Dawn-17, 22/07/2006)

New CNG buses: hope or hype?

KARACHI, July 23: After the tragic demise of ambitious public transport programme of Karachi Circular Railway, our planners pinned all hopes on the road transport.

Terming introduction of minibuses a ‘tactical mistake’, majority of experts say that the solution to chronic public transport issue would be based on introduction of wide-bodied CNG-run buses. This issue has been tossed for the last half decade without any spectacular achievement and that is why some citizens see it as a hope while others just hype.


The last city government administration could rightly be called the pioneer of giving Karachi wide-bodies CNG-run buses as well as Urban Transport System (UTS) in the year 2001.


The transport and communication department of city government some half a decade back had invited bids for operating CNG-run buses with special operating subsidies like sales and import duty exemptions and concessions for installing CNG refuelling stations. It also planned converting half of existing city buses on CNG.


Niamatullah Khan had envisaged bringing some 10,000 environment-friendly CNG buses in Karachi in two phases and vowed to provide all possible facilities to companies and transporters bringing in these buses.


In the first phase, work was started on bringing in 500 CNG buses. The federal government was persuaded to waive off import duty and sales taxes on the import of these buses as a special case. His administration also offered various incentives under UTS for transporters, including subsidy on loan mark-up at the rate of 6 per cent on non-air-conditioned large-sized buses and at 9 per cent on large-sized air-conditioned buses.


Reports suggest that more than 300 such buses were brought on roads. These UTS and Karachi Public Transport Scheme (KPTS) buses included 32 air-conditioned long buses of Sweden Bus Company, 28 air-conditioned buses of Green Bus Company, 30 non-AC buses of World Wide Enterprises, 30 non-AC buses of Allied Bus Service, 28 non-AC buses of the Green Bus Company and 197 non-AC buses of Metro Bus Service.


Within a couple of years, some 40 per cent buses of UTS routes had been shifted from Karachi to other locations due to lack of attention on the part of authorities concerned and the package of 500 UTS buses was put on the back burner.


When the city government witnessed change of guards last year, Syed Mustafa Kamal brought his own vision regarding solving messy issue of public transport system in Karachi. His plan also included gradual phasing out of worn-out buses and ultimately getting them replaced with 8,000 new CNG buses in the next four years. According to his plan, the first fleet of these 8,000 new CNG buses would reach Karachi by the end of this year.


It was announced that the federal government was offering assistance in the form of Rs4 billion to help the local transporters to get these buses imported at subsidized rates.


The city government in its budget for the current fiscal earmarked Rs500 million to conduct a detailed study on environment-friendly public transport system for Karachi under private-public partnership. The officials express hope that in the next four years the metropolis would finally get rid of atmospheric pollution caused by smoke emitting old vehicles, which would be replaced with 8,000 CNG buses. The present city government also requested the federal government to waive duty on the import of reconditioned buses as an incentive to transporters.


The public transport issue is one of thorniest problems faced by the people of Karachi. This mega city with estimated population of 15 million requires thousands of wide-bodies buses to cater needs of its five million plus commuters.


The agonising paralysis of the Karachi Circular Railway coupled with acute shortage of wide-bodied buses is the main reason behind throngs of commuters awaiting public transport at every bus stop in the city.


According to the present government statements, some 40 passengers vie for a single bus seat in Karachi. That is why one sees hordes of commuters travelling on roofs of buses and minibuses, or clinging to their doors and footboards. No one could even imagine these appalling scenes in other mega cities of the world or even region.


It is a welcome step of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to give Karachi 8,000 new CNG buses in four years, but the fate of 10,000 CNG bus package of ex-nazim Niamatullah Khan reminds the pitfalls ahead.


It is now an open secrete that some companies in past enjoyed government concessions and bank financing for introduction of CNG buses just to hoodwink authorities as well as citizens. They failed to pay back loan instalments of financing institutions and shifted major portion of their fleets outside Karachi, by sheer breach of contract. As a result, many of their buses were confiscated by banks, which was a major setback to the whole UTS idea.


Keeping these facts under consideration, legal experts of the city government would have to work overtime for devising foolproof terms and condition by carefully observing small prints.


The commuters need a visible relief on emergency basis and to provide this the concerned officials in policy and decision-making circles have to work hard. Only their dedication, sincerity and commitment could turn the ambitious plan of new CNG buses into a hope and silence those critics who see it as a political hype.

(Dawn-13, 24/07/2006)

Abul Hasan Ispahani Road inaugurated


KARACHI, July 24: The city nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, said that after making the SITE to Sharea Faisal corridor signal-free, the corridor from Nagan Chowrangi to Sharea Faisal would also be made signal-free.

He said that the city government had planned flyover at Jauhar More and overall the Haq Parast leadership was implementing development schemes worth Rs2.80 billion in Gulshan-i-Iqbal.


The city nazim stated this after inaugurating the newly constructed Abul Hasan Ispahani Road on Sunday night. He inaugurated the road formally by personally driving his car.


The 3.5km long and 9-12 metres wide road from Super Highway to University Road has been completed in one year at a cost of Rs109 million. The road, which will last for 20 to 30 years, has four lanes constructed after the removal of encroachments and shifting of storm water drain and utility services.


The people of Karachi will now hear news about inauguration of one after another mega project every week or every month, Mr Kamal said adding that an era of inconveniences faced by the Karachiites is coming to an end.


The city nazim said that Abul Hasan Ispahani Road was being regarded as a model road because of its beauty and quality. But after few months every city road will be a model road, because every road which he will inaugurate will be constructed as a model road, he added. He pointed out that previously a newly constructed road had a life span of about 6-12 months but the roads constructed by us would last much longer, around 20 to 30 years, he informed.


The nazim said that the construction of drains on road sides for disposal of rain water and shifting of utility services on one side of the road had been made part of bylaws so that quality of roads could be improved.

He said that the foundation stone of Pakistan's tallest building would be laid next week. It would not only be a building but would play an important role in the development of the economy.

The nazim referred to dumps of plaques inherited by him and said these were installed without any planning. Neither allocations were made for the projects nor feasibility reports prepared.


However, these were kept intact with provision of resources and preparation of PC-1s. These were approved and worked started and now those were near completion, he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Gulshan Town Nazim Wasay Jalil said that Gulshan-i-Iqbal would turn into a model town.

(Dawn-19, 25/07/2006)

Nagan-Sharea Faisal link to be made signal-free

KARACHI: Nazim Karachi, Syed Mustafa Kamal, on Monday, said that after making the SITE to Sharea Faisal corridor signal-free, the corridor from Nagan Chowrangi to Sharea Faisal will also be made signal-free.

He said the city government has planned flyover at Jauhar Morr and overall the CDGK is implementing development schemes worth Rs2.80 billion in Gulshan-e-Iqbal. He was addressing a gathering after inaugurating the newly constructed Abul Hasan Isphahani Road on Sunday night. He inaugurated the road formally by personally driving his car.


The 3.5 kilometers long and 9-12 metres wide road from Super Highway to University road has been completed in one year at a cost of Rs109 million. The road, which will last for 20 to 30 years, has four lanes constructed after removal of encroachments and shifting of storm water drain and utility services.


The Karachiites showed great patience and tolerance in a difficult time, which bolstered our spirits and we could work for them, he said. He said the people were complaining about dug up roads but these will now start diminishing gradually. Kamal said that Abul Hasan Isphahani road is being regarded as a model road because of its beauty and quality. Speaking on the occasion Nazim Gulshan Town, Wasey Jalil said the credit for these fast pace developments goes to Mustafa Kamal.

(The News-3, 25/07/2006)
Five vehicle fitness centres planned


KARACHI, July 25: A project for carrying out fitness tests of vehicles through the private sector and issuing driving licences as smart cards was reviewed at a meeting presided over by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan.

The meeting was attended by Senior Minister Syed Sardar Ahmed, Information Technology Adviser Noman Saigal and officials concerned.


The governor called for speeding up the process for early implementation of the project and expressed the hope that under the system the process could be made transparent and it would help control pollution.

The meeting was informed that fitness centres would be established at five locations in the city, where initially testing of commercial vehicles will be carried out and later other vehicles will be included.The governor asked the city government to provide appropriate locations for the centres so that work on them could get under way within three months.


It was stated that the scheme envisaged the start of a pilot project at a cost of Rs30 million whereby fitness tests of 100 vehicles could be done daily.


Dr Ibad directed the officials concerned to take steps to ensure availability of financial assistance to owners from the banks to help them make their commercial vehicles fit.


He said the objective of government was to provide facilities to people and all possible cooperation would be extended for plying commercial vehicles in running condition on the roads.

(Dawn-17, 26/07/2006)

City govt plans CNG stations for 8,000 buses

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has claimed to have chalked out a comprehensive plan to auction plots for CNG gas stations for the CNG buses to ply on city roads.


Karachi at present has no such gas stations which is capable to fill CNG buses at specific pressure of 100PSI (pounds per square inch) while the gas stations currently supplying gas to the vehicles are functional only to provide a pressure of 15PSI.

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, talking to The News, said that at present he has got no powers to sell any plot so he has put to auction some of the plots reserved for CNG gas stations in the city. Kamal said he was constantly in touch with some private parties in connection with CNG gas stations and has so far attended two presentations in this regard.


The city needs at least five gigantic CNG gas stations if 3,000 CNG buses are to ply in the metropolis and only with the help of transporters and investors, the city could get rid of the old-styled, outdated and thick smoke emitting buses.


Kamal said he has planed to gradually phase out these buses and ultimately getting them replaced with 8,000 new CNG buses in the next four years. He claimed that according to the plan, the first fleet out of these 8,000 buses would reach Karachi by the end of this year.


The federal government has been persuading for the last many years, the provinces to use CNG buses, but transporters were not coming forward. Now the government has to come out with clear incentives or this CNG plan for provinces would never be implemented, the Nazim observed.


At present there is an acute shortage of public transport. During peak hours, commuters are forced to travel even on rooftops. The fares of these obsolete buses are routinely raised after every four to six months, which usually results in harsh arguments between commuters and conductors.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 26/07/2006)
Ebad reviews vehicles’ fitness project

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad on Tuesday directed the city government to provide land for setting up of centres at five locations in the metropolis to conduct fitness testing of vehicles. 

He issued the directive while chairing a meeting at the Governor’s House to review proposed projects of vehicles’ fitness testing through private sector and issuing driving licences as smart cards in Karachi. Senior provincial minister Syed Sardar Ahmed, IT adviser Noman Saigal and other concerned officials attended the meeting. 


Dr Ebad asked for making a fast progress for early implementation on the projects and hoped that the proposed fitness system would make the procedure transparent and help in containing environmental pollution. The meeting was told that fitness centres would be established at five locations in the city. 


Initially, fitness testing of commercial vehicles would be conducted and later on other vehicles would be included in the system. Under the proposed plan, a pilot project would be launched with a cost of Rs30 million under which 100 vehicles per day could be tested and issued fitness certificates. 


The governor asked the city government to provide place for these centres so that the work could start within three months. He also issued directive to concerned authorities to arrange financial assistance from banks for owners of commercial vehicles for making them fit. 

The governor said the government would provide all necessary facilities to ensure fit commercial vehicles plied on roads. He was also briefed about alternative energy projects and proposed project of issuing driving licences as smart cards.

(The News-4, 26/07/2006)
Sindh reluctant to install car-tracking system

ISLAMABAD: Despite its appalling record of vehicle snatching and theft, once pro-active Sindh is now reluctant to proceed with the latest indigenously developed system to track and recover such lost automobiles. 


Karachi has witnessed a 10.7 per cent rise in car thefts and 12 per cent in motorcycle snatching incidents during the first half of the current year as compared with the figures of the last six months of the year 2005, say media reports.


According to the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), a total of 2,272 vehicles were either snatched or stolen from different parts of the city during the first half of 2006. Similarly, 3,245 motorcycles were either snatched or stolen from the city during the same period.


In Karachi and Hyderabad, private sector companies such as C-track, Win-Track and Star-Track are doing roaring business based on the extreme insecurity faced by the common man. Currently, the firms providing satellite-tracking facilities are not only charging subscription charges on monthly basis, unimaginable for the average salaried class but are also dependent on the GSM systems which do not work in the entire country, whereas their legality is also being questioned. 

The systems currently in use by the private sector also bypass the law-enforcement agencies specially the police. Last year, the Sindh governor and chief minister both had approved the VMIS project, which was followed by the Punjab government as well as Islamabad.


Sources in the Sindh government told The News that the private sector tracking companies as well as police both are obstructing the move as one loses business while the other would have to go through the trouble of recovering the stolen vehicles identified by Vehicle Monitoring and Interception System (VMIS), designed by the National Database Registration Authority (Nadra).


The VMIS formerly known as Vehicle Identification and Tracking System (VITS), is a ground-based tracking system, besides extirpating vehicle-related crimes would also help the city administration to regulate and manage traffic flow during peak hours and particularly in an emergency situation.

The indigenously developed state-of-the-art vehicle identification/tracking system is meant to help law-enforcement agencies to curb the vehicle theft but also help tax collection authorities to grab the tax evading vehicles.


According to government officials, the concept of vehicle identification number having a national database with access to all the law and tax enforcement agencies has been approved by the CBR and other relevant authorities as well.


However, at a recent meeting chaired by Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim, high-ranking officials of police and CPLC argued for reversal of adopting VMIS system.

Sindh Police and CPLC representatives are pressing for establishment of an integrated and centralised databank of vehicles. Sindh police as well as CPLC believe that the NADRA project could only inform the law-enforcers about a vehicle having passed through a particular point, but it could not help locate the vehicle.


Rejecting such criticism, the VMIS experts explain that a secure certificate (Vehicle Identification Number) VIN with the vehicle characteristics will be issued along with the vehicle as it leaves the factory or port. Every owner will be cross-matched with the VIN in the database and a smart or secure chip card will have the vehicle and owner details. 


A central vehicle registration system would be set up for identification of all vehicles irrespective of the province of operation and all manufacturers and Importers will be registered. To overcome the vehicle's theft a passive windshield radio frequency sticker will be used as a transponder for Vehicle Identity Number, from which the Radio frequency Infrared readers placed at designated highways and roads would read the VIN. Police, at designated check posts, would also be given the mobile handheld card-readers, having the ability to read the owner's vehicle registration cards.


For registration purpose every vehicle will have its own unique identity, irrespective of its owner or its province of registration, which would be stored in the National Data Warehouse and a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) based on the vehicle characteristics will be issued.

The new concept of registration will provide information's regarding generalized registration model and ownership must be established using the reference of independently registered entities and this concept can be utilized for registration or documentation for all our present and future requirements.


For example the vehicles can be registered and documented country wise, as the process will start from the manufacturers and importers and go on to the sales outlets and end with the owner. It will also help to document the manufacturers and importers of vehicles.


The VIN system would be supported by NADRA's existing network and data warehouse infrastructure, the only countrywide platform available to provide connectivity and information access to all the provinces through one common database.


Well-placed sources said in case the federal government decides to initiate the Road User Tax system for Road tax collection the new system will help detecting the non-tax paid vehicles. The system will also be able to detect whereabouts of stolen vehicles and follow the track of vehicle movements.

The system provides not only the current location of a vehicle but also its trail going back to several days as per the requirement of the law enforcers. Initially a VINTAG chip will be issued from 20 points to vehicle-owners and each of these outlets will have the capacity of registering approximately 1,000 vehicles a day. The number of vehicles in Karachi is put at 1.2 million. It has been estimated that all vehicles existing in the province could be registered within four-five months. In order to obtain the chip in question, documents proving the identity of the owner of the vehicle including CNIC or vehicle documents in his/her name would be required whereas no chip will be issued to any vehicles with open letters.


All check-posts at major bridges and entry and exit points of towns would be equipped with trans-receivers and antennas to monitor movement of every vehicle and go through its data. Any car without a chip will be instantly identified by the system.


Under the project, it would be mandatory for every vehicle to get VMIS. All police check posts, major bridges and entry/ exit points of towns will be equipped with trans-receivers and antennas to read the details of every vehicle. A suspect car whose VMIS chip has been removed will be identified instantly.


Police and the Citizens-Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) have expressed their serious reservations over the viability of the VMIS after through an extensive screening by the stakeholders. In this backdrop, the CPLC's terming the fee unreasonably high and an unnecessary burden on common man, could not only make a sane person laugh but also make him suspect of some thing fishy going on between the CPLC and the satellite-tracking firms.


In the very meeting held with the Sindh chief minister in the chair, the officials were highly critical of the NADRA bagging Rs600 million. They expressed their uneasiness on bearing the recurring expenses which according to them run into millions, after the taking over of the project by the provincial government. 


After an effective anti car-theft system is in place, insurance companies are likely to slash car insurance premium by up to 50 per cent VMIS would cost Rs 800 million against Rs 45 billion by the Satellite based Tracking System for 1.5 million vehicles at the rate of Rs 30,000 each with the monthly operational cost at Rs 750 to Rs 1,000 per vehicle generating Rs 1.125 billion and Rs 1.5 billion. The VMIS will have a one time cost Rs 1200 per motor vehicle and Rs 350 per motorcycle with no monthly operating expenses.


While the Sindh government continues to re-think and reverse its own decision under vested pressure, the Punjab has already ordered the implementation for Nadra's vehicle identification/tracking system while Islamabad will shortly have VIN system to track all vehicles entering and leaving the capital.

(By Naveed Ahmed, The News-1, 26/07/2006)
Four die in road accidents

KARACHI, July 26: Four persons, including, a minor child and an elderly woman, died in various accidents here on Wednesday.

Four-year-old Mohammad Usman, resident of Orangi Town, was injured seriously when a recklessly driven coach ran him over near Qalanderiya Hotel in Orangi Town. He was taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. The errant driver managed to escape but the police impounded the coach.

Ghulam Zuhra, a 50-year-old pedestrian woman, was injured critically when a recklessly driven dumper knocked her down near the People’s Stadium, while she was crossing Maripur Road in the Kalri police limits. The injured woman was rushed to the Civil Hospital, where she breathed her last. The police arrested Nisar Ahmed, the errant driver, and impounded his dumper.


Muhammad Arif, 25, a resident of Sector 16 Orangi Town fell off a moving coach in Gulshan-i-Bihar locality of Orangi Town and died on the spot.


An unidentified 50-year-old man was run over and killed on the spot by a hit-and-run vehicle in Agra Taj Colony in the Kalri police limits. The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital for autopsy.


MISSING FISHERMEN: At least three bodies of the fishermen, who went missing after the fishing trawler they were on board sank in the open sea on Tuesday, were retrieved on Wednesday.

Seven fishermen had managed to reach the shore after their fishing trawler capsized. They said that 17 fishermen were on board and 10 went missing. The search for the seven others continued.

(Dawn-18, 27/07/2006)

Survey for signal-free corridors directed

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the concerned officials to conduct a survey and study for making all the major corridors of the metropolis signal-free. 

He said construction of flyovers and underpasses would start accordingly to make second and third corridors signal-free soon after provision of the same in a few months at corridor from Site to Sharea Faisal. 


Addressing a high-level meeting at Camp Office on Tuesday night, Kamal stressed the need for conducting survey and study to provide signal-free corridors so that augmenting traffic problems in the city could be contained. In light of the Nazim’s directive, the city government has started survey and study of major corridors, the CDGK sources said. 


The route from Site to Sharea Faisal is called Corridor-I where construction work of three underpasses and three flyovers is under way, which will be completed in next few months. 


Corridor-II will be from Sharea Faisal to UP More and Corridor-III from Jail Chowrangi to Safoora Goth. The CDGK Works & Services Department has initiated survey and study of these two corridors. A proposal is also under consideration to extend Corridor-II to Rashid Minhas Road, which is used by the residents of Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, FB Area, Buffer Zone, New Karachi, North Nazimabad and FB Industrial Area and considered as one of the busiest roads of the city. 


Sharea Faisal, Askari-IV roundabout, Jauhar More right turn, NIPA intersection, Gulshan Chowrangi intersection, UBL Complex right turn, Sohrab Goth intersection, Shafiq More right turn, Nagan Chowrangi intersection, UP More right turn lie in Corridor-II. 


Intersection at Sharea Faisal and NIPA Chowrangi has already been made whereas Sohrab Goth interchange is being constructed with a cost of Rs590 million. The remaining spots need to be included in the corridor. The proposal has been given to do this in three phases; planning and study in first phase, designing and issuing tender in second, and construction in the last phase.

(The News-2, 27/07/2006)
Illegal bus stands to be relocated away from residential areas

Karachi: The illegal, chaotic bus stands that have been a nuisance to the citizens over a very long period are likely to be pushed out of the city as one of the three inter-city bus terminals is about to be inaugurated and the other two are in the pipeline.


Talking to The News, the EDO, Transport and Communications Department of the city government, said “The Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) bus terminal is expected to be completed next month and the other two will also be completed soon. 

“The city government is going to set up three inter-city bus terminals on the outskirts of the city”, said the EDO, adding, “The first one, RCD terminal, is going to become functional next month while the other two on the Super Highway and Razzakabad (National Highway) will follow soon after.” He said that locating the inter-city bus stations within the city limits was illegal and they would soon be removed.


At present, these large buses are frequently seen entering the heart of the city where illegal bus terminals have been set up. The one at Taj Medical Complex is an example of this illegal monopoly. Big tracts of government and private land have been encroached upon for this purpose. Residents who live in the vicinity complain of noise, pollution and the presence of undesirable characters around these shoddy terminals. It is believed that the terminals are operated with the connivance of the area police which is one reason that no action has been taken against them. In fact, the National Police Foundation also operates buses from these illegal bus stands.

“These big buses, randomly parked, are a big hazard for us,” said Fahim Ahmed, a resident of the Lines Area, adding, “We remain disturbed the whole day and even at night due to the noise and pollution caused by these buses and the poor condition of the roads. It is a big problem and to add to it, these big buses don’t follow any rules for driving and cause a great deal of trouble for other vehicles.”


Fahim, who works at a medical centre nearby said that when a bus enters or leaves their locality, it cause a big mess to the flow of traffic, specially while taking turns they some times take more than 10 minutes to finally set off for their destination or to park it in the required area.


Like Fahim, every resident of that area has a number of complaints regarding this issue and they are mainly disturbed by the noise, pollution and the filth cause by the maintenance work. 

It may be recalled here that Dr Ishrat-ul-Ebad, in July 2004, warned that no impediment of any kind would be tolerated in the way of public welfare projects. After taking serious notice of illegal bus stands in the city, he also directed the former City Nazim to take immediate steps for their relocation somewhere outside the city. In response, the former City Nazim had assured the governor that the bus stands would be shifted within the next six months. 


However no real progress was made within the said period. 

In January 2005, he again said that the inter-city bus terminals being built along the RCD Highway would be completed within the next three months, while the land for the terminal on the Super Highway site had been allocated and construction work would start soon. 


It may also be added here that in March 2005, the Sindh government promised strict action following the death of three Karachi transport workers who died in an explosion at an illegal bus terminal in January. The provincial home minister also said that the illegal terminals would be shut down and those involved in this business arrested. However no action was taken and the terminals continued to operate in the city.

This again brings into focus the mushrooming of illegal bus terminals in the city and the government’s indifference towards removing them. While the city government has started work on building new terminals for inter-city buses which are located on the outskirts of the city, the bigger challenge would be to make the transporters move to the new locations. 


According to news published in a local newspaper on May 7, 2006, the Brigade police removed the inter-city buses that were parked near Taj Medical Complex after its management registered a complaint.

The police had to resort to ‘Lathi Charge’ to control the violence that erupted. Police sources said that one illegal petrol pump was also discovered in the process from which 300 litres of petrol and 150 litres of diesel were recovered.


When asked about the delay in setting up the terminals, he answered, “Plots were always there but it was the responsibility of the former government to complete the project.”


It may not be wrong to say that every government blames the former but the question is: will the city government keep its word and help citizens get rid of this nuisance or will it delay it like the former government and let those illegal occupants continue their practices?

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 28/07/2006)
New road to connect Surjani with Super Highway: Kamal


KARACHI, July 28: Work on a new road connecting Surjani Chorangi with the Super Highway will start soon as final approval for the project has been given, says Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal.

He was addressing during a meeting with chairman of the House Building Finance Corporation Zaigham Mahmood Rizvi here on Friday. He said after the road’s construction, people living in Surjani and adjoining areas would not have to come to Nagan Chowrangi or Sohrab Goth to reach the Super Highway.


Mustafa Kamal said that in less than nine months, a foreign investment of $90 million hads been made here with the efforts of City District Government Karachi.

These projects were not merely on paper, but work on them had already started, he said, adding that incentives and maximum facilities would be provided to local investors interested in CDGK projects. The city government did not linger on in taking decisions, he said.


The City Government, he said, had carried out fast-track development works during the past nine months and had taken a number of steps to provide facilities to people.


City Nazim pointed out that there would have been a water crisis in the city overshadowing the current power crisis if the K-III project had not been completed ahead of schedule. He said that the potential crisis had been averted because the City Government had planned in advance and people were supplied enough water during the summer.

He said ongoing projects made him feel as if Karachi was being constructed anew as nothing had been done in the past for its reconstruction and development, adding that no planning had been done.


For the first time, he informed, work was being done on the Master Plan.

Referring to the balloting of 80-square-yard plots and the start of work on infrastructure in Taiser Town, he said that construction of better roads was under way and soon shelter would be provided to thousands of people.

(Dawn-17, 29/07/2006)

Surjani-Super Highway link to start soon’

KARACHI: Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal, on Fridy said the final approval has been given to the construction of a new road connecting Surjani Chowrangi directly to the Super Highway and work thereon will start soon.

He observed that the construction of this road, people in Surjani and adjoining areas will not have to come to Nagan Chowrangi or Sohrab Goth to reach the Super Highway and will have direct access to the Highway. He stated this in a meeting with Chairman House Building Finance Corporation, Zaigham Mahmood Rizvi.


Kamal apprised that in less than nine months, a foreign investment of US $90 million has been made here with the efforts of CDGK. These projects are not merely on papers, but work on ground has started, he said adding that if local businessmen and investors take interest in the CDGK projects, they too would be provided all facilities.


The city Nazim pointed out that if K-III project had not been completed ahead of the schedule timeframe, there would have been an acute water crisis in the metropolis.


He said that work is underway on master plan and efforts are being made to provide housing facilities to the Karachiites. In this regard, he referred to balloting of 80 sq yard plots and start of work on infrastructure in Taiser Town.

He apprised the Chairman HBFC of the foreign companies constructing a model house for low income people with modern technology.

(The News, 29/07/2006)
Signal-free corridors: meeting timeframe will be a miracle

KARACHI: It was the month of March when City Nazim Mustafa Kamal performed the groundbreaking of a project aimed at making the corridor from SITE to Sharea Faisal completely signal-free. From Nazimabad to Karsaz, the city government had planned to construct three underpasses and three flyovers and recently at a briefing the City Nazim informed President Pervez Musharraf that the Corridor-I would be ready for vehicular traffic by October this year. One believes it is a gigantic task and, if achieved within the period mentioned by the Nazim, it would simply be called a miracle.


Now, he is going to make two more corridors. It has been reported that the City Nazim ordered the authorities concerned to immediately conduct survey of all major thoroughfares of the metropolis so that these could also be made signal-free. At a meeting the Nazim directed the city government officials that after the SITE to Sharea Faisal corridor, work must start on other flyovers and underpasses. The road from UP Mor, North Karachi to Sharea Faisal would be made signal-free as Corridor-II, while the Corridor-III will stretch from Jail Chowrangi to Safoora Goth and Gulistan-e-Jauhar. 


This clearly shows the City Nazim is well aware of the problems being faced by the people of this mega city at these places and that’s why he is planning to make these corridors signal-free. No doubt ever-increasing population of the metropolis and rising number of vehicles cause numerous traffic problems and there is a need to timely address this issue. Reports say the process to make two more signal-free corridors would be completed in three phases. The planning would be the first phase, while the second phase comprises designing and issuing tenders for the underpasses and flyovers and the last step would be the construction. The Works and Services Department has already started the required study and survey work on corridors II and III. 


As per the Nazim’s claim, the Corridor-1 would be completed in a span of seven months. So one believes the two other corridors would be completed in lesser time compared to the SITE-Sharae Faisal Corridor, as this time the city government would not be supposed to repeat past mistakes. It is a matter of fact that motorists and commuters would face some problems due to digging of roads for underpasses and flyovers but such problems would certainly be for a limited time.


However, leaving behind the three corridors which would link with Sharea Faisal, Mustafa Kamal should realise the problems confronting the people travelling on M A Jinnah Road. Everyday, thousands of commuters experience hour-long traffic jams on the busiest thoroughfare. Construction of both flyovers and underpasses from Grumandir to Merewether Tower on main M A Jinnah Road is the need of the hour and I hope that the Nazim must have solution in his mind, which he would surely share with the people soon.


On this note, I must mention that construction of underpasses and flyovers is not the only solution of traffic problems of this city. There is a dire need to completely revive the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) project and taking effective measures to launch the Karachi Mass Transit Programme (KMTP). It is good to know that a Malaysian firm is all set to start work on the elevated expressway project from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge. 


One hopes that the work on all these projects would start as per schedule and completed in the minimum possible time and the Karachiites will soon see revolutionary changes in the transport system.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, The News-4, 29/07/2006)
AUGUST

Chundrigar Road caves in

KARACHI, July 31: A major portion of I. I. Chundrigar Road was closed to traffic on Monday after a long dug-up strip along one track of the artery caved in and started clutching wheels of vehicles after vehicle.

The booby trap was developed due to the rain that started on Sunday and continued on the following day submerging the road and filling up the ditches along it. Several vehicles got their wheels plunged when their drivers failed to avert the dug up strip while wading through the invisible track.


The road, which houses head offices or branches of nearly all banks and financial institutions, was well as many multinational and major national companies, had to be closed to vehicular traffic to prevent more mishaps.

“The road will be reopened as soon as the rain water is drained out,” DIG Traffic Falak Khursheed said, adding that the Shaheen Complex-City Station section of the road would remain closed but the vehicles coming from Tower side could use the road.


Most of the trapped vehicles met the mishap in front of the Railway Ground where the city government had recently carried out some patchwork, the DIG said.


A few months back, the city government had closed the road to carry out the work for the replacement of sewerage lines. However, the reconstruction and beautification plan which was to be undertaken next has been abandoned for unknown reasons, rendering one of the busiest thoroughfares of the city in a dilapidated condition.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-17, 01/08/2006)

Rail link not restored; buses for passengers

KARACHI/HYDERABAD, July 31: Stranded passengers faced a nightmare ordeal of catching upcountry and down-country buses and getting ticket refunds as it emerged on Monday that train traffic to and from the port city would remain suspended for another 48 hours.

Bad weather delayed the arrival of at least five flights to Karachi airport on Monday.


Railways officials said the train service between Hyderabad and Karachi was suspended when a water channel rose about 20 feet following Sunday’s torrential rains and swept away part of the bridge at Ran Pathani, 80 kilometres from the port city.

Railways Minister Shaikh Rashid Ahmad told Dawn on Monday that repair work on the bridge was proceeding apace and would be completed within 48 hours.

“Passengers are being moved between Karachi and Hyderabad by bus. Down-country trains are being terminated at Hyderabad. No effort is being spared to provide food and facilities to the stranded passengers,” he said.


Mr Ahmad said ticket refunds were not made to some passengers on Sunday because the railways had run out of cash and banks were closed. He claimed that passengers now faced no such problems.


However, passengers at the Cantt station in Karachi said they faced difficulty in getting ticket refunds because of the closure of the reservation office.


Railways officials said the wires of the computer system at the reservation office had been short-circuited and they were not able to offer ticket refunds immediately and make further reservations.

The president of the Pakistan Railways Workers’ Federation, Manzoor Razi demanded that an inquiry be initiated into the short circuit in the electricity network of the building that had been constructed recently at a cost of Rs10 million.


Stranded passengers received little guidance from officials at the Hyderabad railway station as to when they could catch next upcountry trains. They also had a hard time getting hold of drinking water and food at the station already bursting at the seams following the arrival of hundreds of passengers.


Scuffles broke out as railways officials insisted on offering only fifty per cent ticket refunds. Passengers complained they got a raw deal from ill-disposed railways officials.


At least 43 buses, with passengers packed like sardines, and some perched precariously on the roofs, had left for Karachi by Monday evening.


Passengers blamed their woes on lack of coordination between the Karachi and Hyderabad railway stations. They said 10 buses had brought Awami Express passengers from Karachi to Hyderabad. “But the train had left by the time the sixth bus came in,” they said.


Shamim Shamsi adds from Sukkur: The railways administration provided little relief to the passengers stranded at the Rohri, Pannu Aqil and Ghotki railway stations.

They also refused to offer ticket refunds to the passengers who had booked their seats online.

Waiting passengers, especially children and the elderly, were greatly inconvenienced as eateries at the railway stations ran out of food.

(By Arman Sabir and M.H. Khan, Dawn-16, 01/08/2006)
City govt responsible for flooding of underpass, says KPT


KARACHI, Aug 1: Chairman of the Karachi Port Trust Vice-Admiral Ahmed Hayat on Tuesday blamed the city government for the flooding of the KPT underpass at Clifton, alleging that due to the choking of drainage nullahs in the area, rainwater made its way into the underpass.


Talking to newsmen at the site, he spelled out the remedial measures to be taken, and claimed that the in-built system of underpass for the removal of accumulated water was functioning properly. However, he added, owing to the inflow from adjoining roads, the underpass was flooded.

“The underpass flooded due to inefficiency of the CDGK as rainwater drainage system of the adjoining roads was choked. They have completely failed in looking after city’s infrastructure and providing relief to masses,” he alleged, saying the underpass was perfectly built and there was no problem in its design.


Referring to the accumulated rainwater on the roads near Teen Talwar, he said all the water which should have been flown into the rainwater drains had been diverted towards the underpass which caused immense pressure on the project’s in-built pumps for removal of extra water.

“We have employed five fire-tenders and three suction pumps to flush out the accumulated water while our teams are also trying to remove water from roads in order to prevent further inflow of rainwater,” he said, adding that the removed rainwater was being drained into the Khayam Canal.


He pointed out that the CDGK was using wipers and buckets for the removal of water from roads and underpasses in the city while the only KPT was only organisation that had employed heavy machinery and equipment to carry out the same work at the Clifton underpass. “We can also provide our machinery, equipment and experts to the CDGK to enable it to maintain the city’s infrastructure and provide relief to citizens,” he said.

In reply to a question, he expressed the hope that by Tuesday night or Wednesday morning, the Clifton underpass would be cleared of water and the vicinity would be reopened to vehicular traffic.

(Dawn-19, 02/08/2006)

Dug-up roads play havoc with motorists

KARACHI, Aug 1: Citizens are facing hardships owing to dug-up roads and rainwater accumulated on roads and streets in certain localities. At many places, trenches developed after the first downpour. Commuters on Malir, New Karachi, Keamari, Nazimabad, Orangi, Korangi roads expressed their resentment over the neglect of the authorities that resulted in damage to the roads.


The residents of Bath Island, Gulshan-i-Faisal, 5th Street complained that their locality had been flooded with knee-deep rainwater which had also submerged their houses and apartment premises at Skyland.


They regretted that while the government officials were paying no heed, there was no private service available which could come to their rescue in the hour of need. They urged the authorities to come to their rescue and help them drain out water on humanitarian grounds.

Dr Iqbal, a resident of Gulshan-i-Faisal 4th Street said knee-deep water was seen on a vast area where no storm water drains existed and gutters had started over flowing. Nearby is the Corps Commander’s residence and French consulate, but the authorities have failed to take any measure. Area people said that they had also lodged complaints with the officials concerned.


In other localities, people expressed concern that when water and sewerage lines were laid they were asked to pay road cutting charges by agencies concerned but the roads were never repaired afterwards. Subsequently, they added, the roads caved in at a number of places after the first downpour that had already been predicted by the met department concerned.

The civic agencies were engaged in draining out rainwater only, they said, and expressed their apprehension that in case of more rains, the trenches might result in closure of these roads worsening the traffic situation.


As rain continues, deep craters filled with rainwater have developed risking the lives of hundreds and thousands of commuters.

Inquiries revealed that a number of roads were not carpeted after being dug up for laying water, sewerage lines and power, telephone cables. The trenches were filled and cosmetic arrangements were made which got exposed with two days of rain.


These roads are located in Landhi, Korangi, Malir, Shah Faisal Colony, North Karachi, Orangi, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and their number may be in dozens. Similarly, the roads where cosmetic carpeting got exposed included service lanes on Sharea Faisal and I.I. Chundrigar Road.


Although the municipal staff has been draining out water for the last two days, the rainwater is even seen along Sharea Faisal and Korangi Road near Gora Qabristan and Finance and Trade Centre.

People are of the view that in addition to draining out rainwater the repair and carpeting of roads on emergency basis had become extremely necessary to save them from accidents.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-18, 02/08/2006)

Clogged roads and traffic jams remain big problems

KARACHI: The metropolis suffers as a number of residential areas as well as major thoroughfares continue to be inundated with water despite the passage of three days since the first showers in the city.

Sharea Faisal witnessed major traffic jams on Wednesday while the same was the case with M A Jinnah Road. Reports coming in from different parts of the city indicate that clogged roads have become a major nuisance. 


Citizens who were already disturbed due to prolonged electricity failures, which resulted in shortage of water supply in the city, were distressed by the lack of transport available for them, the traffic jams that were growing and the disruption in communication systems.


Majority of people who traveled on these roads complained about the inefficiency of the concerned departments who they blamed for not draining the standing water. 


Minor mishaps were also reported as most of the inundated roads resulted in unnecessary accidents particularly for motorcyclists.


Heritage buildings like the front portion of Empress Market seems to have suffered the most in the current spell of rains. Empress Market, one of the oldest buildings situated in Sadder Town was totally surrounded by the rainwater.


Since this is a major transit point for city commuters, the standing rainwater was a cause for much discomfort for all concerned. 

Old city areas badly affected as there is a major problem for drainage in these areas. Urdu bazaar, City Court Road, Light House and its adjacent roads were in poor shape although efforts were being made to clear them.


Interestingly, all roads around the Sindh Secretariat, Sindh Assembly and Sindh High Court were filled with the rainwater and the level was higher than seen in other major roads. 


Another sore point were flyovers where water had gathered at the start and end point. This was true of major flyovers like the FTC flyover where water had collected on the Gora Qabristan side and this was a cause for major traffic jams. 


The Nursery area, adjacent to Sharea Faisal, was also badly affected. The main roads of Nursery market were inundated and most of the owners of showrooms and shopkeepers claimed that so far no help had come to clear the mess.


The road entering Gulshan-e-Maymar was in terrible condition. A passenger bus of Route 4-L tilted on the first day of rain by sliding towards one side. This bus blocked traffic and caused inconvenience to many. 


The roads in Karimabad, Liaquatabad and Aisha Manzil areas were relatively in a better shape although sewerage lines also caused much tribulation. This caused traffic jams at certain stops since pedestrians faced difficulty crossing the water-drenched roads on foot.


Nazimabad Underpass was like a big swimming pool and kids were frolicking in the water. The pool also contains drain water as the sewerage line beneath the underpass was damaged. The Nagan Chowrangi main roundabout and the other major traffic junctions of North Karachi and Surjani town were also badly affected by the showers. 


Different blocks of Clifton and some phases of Defence (2, 3, 4 and 6) were also having the same problems of flooding and overflowing roads. By and large, however, roads in Defense Housing Authority were in a better shape. 


I I Chundrigar Road which is the commercial hub of the metropolis was at its worst state ever as the rain caused serious damage to the recently carpeted patches which converted into deep trenches and consequently some vehicles fell victim to these ditches along the road and some motor cyclists did suffer too and soon after that the traffic police had to close part of the road for the public safety. 


Although the city government has claimed on Tuesday that their relief teams had drained out the maximum rainwater from the city and approximately 90 per cent areas of the metropolis were declared clear but the current situation has left many questions unanswered.

(By Muhammad Zeeshan Azmat, The News-4, 03/08/2006)
Orangi roads badly affected by rains

KARACHI, Aug 2: The current spell of monsoon rains has badly affected routine life in the areas on the outskirts of the city, especially those where development work is in progress. As the rainwater has inundated and caused damage to main thoroughfares, motorists would avoid using them for fear of a plunge into potholes and ditches.

To prevent damage to their vehicles or getting stuck up, they have been driving through narrow streets and lanes as an alternative route.


The main thoroughfare between Banaras and Orangi which leads to Baldia town has sustained damage to the extent that it presents a look of a kacha track. Traffic moves on it at a snail’s pace and people traveling by public transport means experience long delays in reaching their destinations. At present, the distance usually covered in 30 minutes takes vehicles one hour to cover. The authorities concerned have so far taken no measures to restore the roads in their original shape and ensure a smooth flow of traffic.


The road near Chandni Chowk is in a very bad condition with rainwater and sewage remaining stagnant for four days. The sewage-mixed rain water is also flowing on the main Orangi-Baldia road near Raja Tanveer Colony making it almost impossible for passengers to board a vehicle without wading through the pond of filthy water. Drivers also avoid picking them.

Local residents have urged the authorities concerned to take immediate measures to resolve the problem.

(Dawn-18, 03/08/2006)

Urban bus operators issues to be resolved


KARACHI, Aug 2: Chairman, transport committee of the city district government Karachi, Nadim Hidayat Hashmi, said on Wednesday that all the genuine issues of the bus operators would be resolved.

He said this while presiding over a meeting of CDGK's Transport and Communications department held at civic centre here.


The meeting reviewed the problems being faced by the Urban Transport Scheme bus operators.

The UTS Bus Operators Association asked the CDGK to provide a bus depot to the UTS bus operators. "Subsidy and compensation for the burnt busses should be soon given to the bus operators", they demanded.

The meeting was informed that the transport and communications department had sent all cases of subsidy for the burnt buses to the Sindh government for approval and release of funds.


EDO Transport Mohammad Athar said work for provision of a bus depot to the UTS was in process as per directives of the city nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.


Chairman, Transport Committee, Nasim Hashmi, directed the UTS bus operators to complete the documents of buses, including route permits, fitness certificate and registration books.

He also directed them to increase the number of buses in the city.

He informed the meeting that the CDGK had been making efforts to provide better travelling facilities to the citizens.


EDO Transport Mohammad Athar, Secretary RTA Shamim Akhtar, District Officer Public Transport Management Operation Qazi Abdul Qadir, President UTS Bus Operators Association Rana Munir Ahmed and others were also present.

(Dawn-18, 03/08/2006)

Stagnant water multiplies traffic jams

KARACHI, Aug 2: The city suffered worst traffic jams in almost every part of it as the roads remained submerged by rainwater for the third consecutive day on Wednesday.

Major markets and shopping centers wore a deserted look as rainwater and sewage remained stagnant in many localities.

Shopkeepers waited for customers for the day and many of them pulled down shutters much before their scheduled closing time. A number of shops in Saddar even did not open, while attendance remained thin in government and private sector offices.


The lanes and streets in several localities, including Afghan Khaima Basti, Nusrat Bhutto Colony, Gulberg, Federal B Area, North Karachi, Buffer Zone, Maulan Kausar Niazi Colony, Gulbahar, Baldia Town, Site, Manghopir Road, Malir, Model Colony, Malir City, Garden, Soldier Bazaar, Old Zabsi Mandi, remained inundated.


As traffic either stood standstill or crawled along, many people preferred to walk miles to reach their destinations.

Madiha Syed, an employee of a private firm working at an I. I. Chundrigarh Road office, said: "After being caught in a traffic jam near Habib Bank Plaza for 20 minutes, I had no option but to leave the auto-rickshaw and walk all the way from there. At least this way I managed to do my work for the day."


Rainwater could not be drained out from Sharea Faisal, I. I Chundrigarh Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Clifton Road, Gulberg Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan and other major arteries of the city, though the city received only 6mm rain on Wednesday. There was 1mm rain on Tuesday.

“The whole city would have been flooded and there would have been at least knee-deep water all around, if there had been more rain during the past two days,” a man who was stuck in traffic jam near Nursery, remarked.


The inundated streets and lanes also adversely affected the daily wagers. A number of labourers were seen sitting near the Fresco Chowk, Burnes Road. “I haven’t had any work for the past three days,” said one of them.


Traffic police appeared to have failed to prepare a rain emergency traffic plan in advance so that vehicular flow could be kept uninterrupted during rains.

“Perhaps, the traffic police could not just identify the areas where rainwater accumulates,” Mohammed Umer remarked while pulling his motorbike through the stagnant water in front of the Saddar Electronic Market.


Many vehicles were seen stranded as the authorities did not take any measures to retrieve them from roads. “The traffic police seem to have not chalked out a traffic diversion plan for citizens in case of traffic jams during rains,” said a motorist who was seeking help from passersby for pushing his out-of-order Suzuki FX.

Even the parts of Sharea Faisal, which has been declared as a model road with some 500 traffic police personnel deputed to ensure a smooth flow of traffic, remained clogged and the vehicles crawled bumper-to-bumper.

“Thank God, schools are closed for vacation, otherwise this situation would have taken us nowhere,” a teacher remarked.


Nonetheless, the Pakistan Meteorological Department came up with good news and said the worst was already over.


Chief weatherman Abdul Hameed told Dawn that the monsoon low pressure system which approached the region from central India two days ago was on its way out to Iran where it was expected to die out. “The system has almost passed on and it is about to head towards eastern Balochistan in the next 12 hours,” he added.

He, however, said the normal coastal clouds would remain there to drizzle in coming days.


The minimum and maximum temperatures recorded on Wednesday were 26 and 29 degrees centigrade with 92 per cent humidity. North Karachi received a maximum of 6.6mm rainfall followed by PAF Masroor Base (6mm), University Road (5.4mm), Garden (2mm), Airport (1.7mm) and PAF Faisal Base (1 mm).

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 03/08/2006)

KPT underpass project still incomplete: Kamal


KARACHI, Aug 2: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has held non-functioning drainage system of KPT underpass responsible for the accumulation of rainwater. The KPT underpass is still incomplete as there is no system of water drainage there and its pumps have yet to start functioning which created problems and rainwater accumulated there could not be flushed out," the nazim said while informally talking to newsmen at his office on Wednesday.


Mr Kamal observed that problems would not be solved promptly and efficiently unless the city was governed by a single institution.

He said that the city government was right now engaged in relief activities and its teams were also working in areas that did not lie in jurisdictions of the city government, including airport, FTC Bridge, Empress Market and Saddar Market where its six fire brigade vehicles and eight pumps were draining out rainwater.


He told reporters that eight places of flow of drainage at Bath Island had been closed and he himself got them cleared. He made it clear that no commercial centre or office in the city had been closed due to heavy downpour.

The nazim said that the city government had already cleaned and desilted storm-water drains, therefore, less rainwater was accumulated roads and traffic jams were also not seen as compared to those during 2003 rains.


Mr Kamal said the city had no proper drainage system, but after assuming charge of city nazim he set a policy that no road would be built without construction of drain along it, which would benefit citizens in future.


Citing example of Abul Hasan Ispahani Road, New M.A. Jinnah Road and Garden Road, he claimed that not a single drop of rainwater was accumulated on these arteries as they had been reconstructed by the present city district government of Karachi.


About choking of sewerage lines during the rains, he said that due to 20-hour-long power cut sewerage pumping stations stopped functioning which had created the problem. It was the sewerage water that accumulated on roads and underpasses, he claimed. The nazim was confident that the city government had worked very well as, he said, it had chalked out rain emergency plan three months earlier.

“Except I.I. Chundrigar Road and Clifton, no place in the city faced major problem (due to heavy rains), but we are making efforts so that rains could become blessing for Karachiites", he claimed.

In a reply to a question, he said that filling of potholes developed on the city roads had started and over 100 vehicles were engaged in the work.


Meanwhile, the chief fire officer of city government on Wednesday said that the city government was not responsible for accumulation of rainwater in the KPT underpass.

He said that the rainwater accumulated there due to lack of KPT pumping facilities. He pointed out that the city government staff worked on emergency basis and drained out rainwater from the KPT underpass.


According to a statement issued by the city government on Wednesday, the staff worked tirelessly and pumped out accumulated rainwater from the Schon Circle, Teen Talwar Chowrangi, Bath Island and adjoining areas on the night between Tuesday and Wednesday.

(Dawn-17, 03/08/2006)

What lessons have been learnt from KPT underpass disaster?

KARACHI: The Karachi Port Trust said on Wednesday that after hectic efforts, the KPT underpass in Clifton has finally been cleared of storm water and would be opened to traffic in a couple of days. 

While this may come as a relief to many city commuters, the problem of the underpass clogging and filling up will recur not only because of a faulted drain system in this structure but also because the adjacent Nehr-e-Khayyam has been surreptitiously narrowed, say experts. 


The interesting thing is that the KPT is being blamed for this act under which the Nehr-e-Khayyam has been built upon and narrowed. Architects, engineers and environmentalists have all condemned the manner in which the Nehr-e-Khayyam, and other city storm water drains have been built upon without taking into consideration the impact this has caused.


One leading city architect and town planner said that the manner in which Schon Circle area as well as Teen Talwar were flooded indicated that the Nehr-e-Khayyam was not working as it used to because of the recent construction there.


Perween Rahman, the deputy director of the respected Orangi Pilot Project Research and Training Institute has worked closely with the CDGK and the KWSB on the issue of drainage Nullahs in different parts of the city as part of an ongoing drive.

She says that on Nehr-e-Khayyam, from a 100-foot wide drain, it has been reduced to a box drain that is 15 feet wide and 10 feet deep. This further ends into a pipe with a diameter of 36 inches. “This is outrageous,” she comments.

For its part, the KPT says it has nothing to do with the project, When The News contacted the City Nazim two months back, he had said that a sewage treatment plant was being built at the end of the Nehr-e-Khayyam but this has no far not materialized.


A KPT spokesman said that the Trust has nothing to do with the narrowing of Nehr-e-Khayyam and the proposed utilization of space as a consequence of this action. Many people have hinted that the space would be made into either commercial belt or a string of luxury town houses. “This will be a bonanza worth billions,” said one real estate agent. 


However, this development is coming at a huge cost to the city. As things stand, there remains a mystery over who has ordered the narrowing of Nehr-e-Khayyam. Some people closely associated with the project saw that deliberate confusion is being created so that the real “developers” are left unhindered in their work. 


Regardless of what the plans are for the portion that has been stolen from one of the city’s most important drains, the fact that there has been muted outcry from various civic organizations and public minded bodies has come as a disappointment.

The blocking of the Nehr-e-Khayyam is seen as a major setback for the city’s drainage system. “In this instance it is not the poor who are the encroachers but the high and mighty,” commented one city planner. Most houses that are built on the drain belong to the rich and powerful who have had them legalized. 

Given the state of affairs, the “storming” of Clifton and the underpass is a phenomena that has come to stay, say many.

(The News-2, 03/08/2006)
CDGK to introduce new buses

KARACHI: The city will have new buses under the joint venture of a Dubai-based company as the City District Government Karachi has made a commitment to provide complete security and incentives to the investors in Karachi.

This was stated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal while talking to a visiting delegation of Dubai for an investment in Mass Transit in Karachi. City Nazim said the CDGK is working for the better future of Karachi and the city has been divided into corridors in connection with traffic problems.

He said the work on Corridor-I is underway, while a Chinese firm has completed its study on Corridor-II, adding that more and more investors are coming to Karachi who are being provided with complete security. Kamal said that the city government is trying to promote private public partnership. 


General Manager Sales of VANHOOL, the Dubai-based company and the Chief Executive Officer briefed the Nazim about their company profile, while showing interest in transport system here and offered to make investment.

Kamal invited them to carry out study on remaining four corridors of Karachi and assured them of all out cooperation and security.

(The News-4, 04/08/2006)
Bodies set up to probe underpass inundation


KARACHI, Aug 3: Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Babar Ghouri has constituted a committee to look into the causes of the inundation of KPT underpass at Clifton and fix responsibility. The probe would be conducted under his direct supervision.

He announced this while inspecting underpass site while the work for draining out water was under way. He said KPT underpass was a gift to the provincial government from the Centre but its failure had raised alarms for KPT and his ministry. He said anyone found guilty would be blacklisted.


Meanwhile, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has also constituted a high-level committee to ascertain reasons behind the accumulation of rainwater at in Bath Island, Clifton, Teen Talwar, Schon Circle and the adjoining localities.


The committee would be headed by a senior expert from private sector, a city government statement said on Thursday. 


The nazim told newsmen at the site of the underpass that the city government had undertaken the remedial work on an emergency basis and the rainwater accumulated there would be flushed out by Thursday night.

He said that some people had encroached upon the Bath Island nullah, included it in their bungalows and built car parking, swimming pool and lawn, which had choked the nullah. On its part, the Karachi Port Trust said on Thursday that the Clifton underpass design had no fault and it was constructed with reinforced concrete in accordance with international standards. It does have a proper drainage system, it added.


Clarifying press reports regarding the inundation of the underpass, a KPT spokesman said in a statement that it was not correct to say that the underpass project was still incomplete and its design was faulty. The inbuilt pumping system was working when flooding occurred, he claimed.


However, he added, the pumping system was not meant to drain out water flowing into the project side from adjoining areas, which had their own drainage system.

(Dawn-17, 04/08/2006)

Passengers of coach looted

KARACHI, Aug 3: A passenger coach was looted by three armed men who boarded it near the Askari Park on University Road on Thursday night.

According to a passenger who was traveling the Shiraz coach, the three suspects boarded the coach at around 9pm and started looting the passenger at gunpoint.


They collected the cash, deprived the passengers of the cellphones and got off before the Hasan Square.

When the passengers protested with the conductor of the coach, he said that these suspects often boarded the coach at the Askari Park and deprived passengers of their valuables. When passengers told him to report the incident to the police, he rejected the idea saying that police too were involved in such acts, the passenger narrated.

(Dawn-17, 04/08/2006)

KPT says underpass not flawed

KARACHI: The KPT Underpass has no design flaw and is built with reinforced concrete according to international standards, says a press release issued by the Karachi Port Trust on Friday. It was designed by NESPAK and built by Frontier Works Organization (FWO), it adds. 

The press release adds that the KPT Underpass is built to undertake heavy rains with a powerful suction system. KPT Underpass pumping system has a suction capacity to drain water during torrential rains. 


It also states that the underpass pumping system is not meant to drain out the water of adjoining areas which will strain and hamper its functioning, and during the rains, due precaution was taken not to divert the pumped out water to adjoining areas; rather it was diverted through existing drains. Concurrently a parallel effort was made to help the adjoining localities to assist in pumping out their water, the press release adds. 


Flooding in KPT Underpass occurred due to thousands of gallons of water that was supposed to be drained out through the drainage line at Teen Talwar entered KPT Underpass. 


Consequently its drainage system collapsed. For this enormous quantity of water the pumping system of KPT Underpass alone was not sufficient. Therefore, KPT deployed its own manpower resources along with 4 engines and 2 mobile pumping units to drain out this huge quantity of water. 

The press release says that the FWO actively supported KPT with their suction pumps and now KPT Underpass is fully open for traffic. KPT has now diverted its efforts to drain out the water from adjoining areas, the release concluded.

(The News-2, 05/08/2006)
Chaotic transport system


REFERENCE your editorial ‘Chaotic transport system’ (July 10),the Planning Commission’s disclosure indicates that due to congestion, poor quality of roads and inadequate supporting infrastructure the national economy is losing Rs230 billion ($3.8 billion) annually as 90 to 96 per cent long-distance traffic is being carried by road.

This was earlier carried by rail in the early 1980s when the then minister started transferring this to road through the National Logistics Cell (NLC), since taken over by the private truckers, little realising that trucks consume over eight times more fuel per ton-km of payload.


It is primarily due to this vital factor that all over the world road transport is considered uneconomical beyond about 120km haul.

Besides this, the losses due to additional road building, higher wear and tear, replacement of vehicles, higher environmental pollution and, above all, much higher road accident fatalities also deserve due consideration.

This lopsided policy thus also added about one to two billion dollars’ worth of additional fuel oil being consumed annually, besides huge annual losses to the Pakistan Railways and losses due to other factors mentioned above.


The Privatisation Commission would do well to also assess the total loss to the national economy due to this faulty policy during the last two-and-a-half decades, which might add up to a mind-boggling figure perhaps matching the entire debts accumulated so far, justifying immediate action to reverse this policy, by improving the capability of the Pakistan Railways to handle 80 to 90 per cent of all long-distance traffic, especially dry freight.


Surely, this can be achieved by the long-awaited quadrupling of tracks between the KPT and Pipri, for which additional land was acquired, way back in the 1880s by the colonial builders of the railway, besides doubling the tracks between Lodhran-Raiwind and even beyond up to Rawalpindi-Peshawar in suitable stages, restricting and taxing the use of road trucks beyond 120km on highways, as was the practice up to the late 1950s or so when these were restricted to ply within civil divisional boundaries.


This will also require very careful improvements of signalling, additional fleet of locomotives, rolling-stock, suitable line capacity allocation between passenger and freight trains, possibly re-designing the passenger carriages to increase their carrying capacity to minimise the number of such trains to accommodate more freight trains, which are the major revenue earners, as passenger trains hardly pay their operating costs.

Indeed this needs to be investigated and assessed by a high-powered commission.


S.M.H. RIZVI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 05/08/2006)

Over an underpass

Ghazi Salahuddin
'Why didn't the chicken take the underpass?' asks a large, colourful poster outside a restaurant in Karachi's Clifton area, very close to the 'celebrated' underpass built by the Karachi Port Trust. The answer: 'It couldn't swim like a duck'. And SMS messages were circulating early in the week, inviting you to the launching of the city's largest swimming pool at the underpass. 


But Karachi's rain ordeal, with the underpass somehow becoming a major point of reference, is no laughing matter. At least not, this time, for the otherwise privileged residents of the Defence and Clifton area that encircles the underpass. Indeed, it is the Bath Island, with its adjoining Gulshan-e-Faisal, that illustrates the ultimate depredation of our civic governance. For those of us who are familiar with the intimate details of this week-long nightmare, it is still hard to believe that this could happen to such a pricey location of the city. 


Well, it has happened and the citizens who have gone through excruciatingly painful experiences have been taught another lesson in the national syllabus that prescribes alienation and helplessness. The very thought of being stranded for days together, surrounded by streets flooded with rainwater and overflowing gutters, would churn your stomach. My younger sister, recuperating from a major operation, was one such prisoner. I know a number of other personal stories. 


Rains have caused havoc across the country and many precious lives have been lost, particularly in the northern areas. The Karachi story, however, is not entirely rooted in the natural phenomenon. There have been, in the past, very devastating downpours causing massive disruptions. This time, the amount of rain that fell was not exceptional. Still, it led to some surprising, even bizarre, consequences. For instance, the flooding of the Bath Island and Gulshan-e-Faisal should stand out in any chronicle of Karachi's sorrows. 


Incidentally, this flooding took place near the roundabout of Teen Talwar, a monument meant to celebrate the 'Unity, Faith, and Discipline' message of the Quaid. It is interesting how Talwar becomes our ready description of a commemorative column of concrete. At the other end of this stretch of the main Clifton road is another monument dedicated to our first prime minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, and it is called Do Talwar. The underpass is located in the middle. 


From the outset, the underpass had become a source of discomfort and dispute. After a number of overhead bridges on busy crossings, this was Karachi's first underpass, built by the KPT to facilitate heavy traffic from the port to upcountry destinations. Its construction, as would be expected, was highly disruptive. But it was its design that attracted criticism from urban development experts. This is not the occasion to go into those objections. Anyhow, the project was promoted as a remarkable achievement. As the KPT has now explained, it has a suction capacity to drain water during torrential rains. 


So why did it become a 'swimming pool' on Monday? It has been explained that its pumping system was not meant to drain out the water of the adjoining areas and because of the blocking of the drainage line at Teen Talwar, the water from the adjoining areas flooded the underpass. The KPT managed to drain out the underpass in a short time but its water added to the flooding of the surrounding streets. Since the Teen Talwar and the Bath Island area is under the city government, a blame game ensued. 


While it is true that Karachi's civic management is severely undermined by the multiplicity of agencies that control exclusive localities, the real issue here is the quality of the citizens' life and the maintenance of the city's basic infrastructure. We are forever reminded of the great role that Karachi is destined to play on the economic front. But the barriers that are placed in the way of realising Karachi's potential are also formidable. What the citizens have experienced this week is the true measure of Karachi's infrastructure. 


With the rains came all the other, related crises. Loadsheddings and power disruptions were already rampant. During the initial days of the present spell, entire localities were without electricity for long hours. Water supply, in contrast to the flooded streets, was disrupted. That water is still delivered through tankers in large areas is another manifestation of Karachi's status as a major city of the world. What the rains have done to the already rundown system of traffic and transport is obvious. 


In short, Karachi has suffered a state of chaos this week and all because the expected monsoon rains have visited the city. What this massive disruption could do to the psyche of the people is something that social scientists may be able to understand. Without any expert knowledge in this domain, I feel that sufferings of this kind may be likened to the nervous breakdown of an entire community. It could lead to depression and anxiety. These things could damage the confidence of many individuals in their ability to deal with the available social conditions. 


At one level, this situation provides us with sufficient evidence to show that the governmental structure is unable to accommodate and address the concerns of ordinary citizens. There could be further erosion in people's faith in the system. This is how repression by either the state or a local authority becomes a weapon to intimidate the people. A friend, who had to wade through thigh-high rain water mixed with sewage to deliver some provisions to a relative in Gulshan-e-Faisal, summed it up in his own way. "I feel totally humiliated," he said. 


Meanwhile, the monsoon season is not yet over. More rains may come. As an aside, we may recall that just three months ago, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had appealed to the nation to pray for rains as weather officials had predicted a possible drought. We did not have any winter rains and the early summer was very harsh. Some comment was also made on the fact that a person like Shaukat Aziz would turn to divine authority for help. In any case, he may only be hoping for rain before the monsoons arrived in July. 


We should expect the authorities to be better prepared for a rain emergency in Karachi because the reputation of the city as a possible hub for foreign investment is very much at stake. In fact, headlines that emanate from Karachi are seldom helpful. The law and order situation remains perilous. Street crime has assumed alarming proportions. And one very dreadful image of the city is to soon have an international projection. The shooting of a movie on Daniel Pearl, who was abducted in Karachi in 2002 and then beheaded by his captors, has started on some streets of the city. It will star Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt. Karachi will very much remain in the picture.

(By Ghazi Salahuddin, The News-7, 06/08/2006)
Traffic mess at Lea Market

KARACHI, Aug 5: Traffic jams have now become a regular feature at the Lea Market due to traffic congestion at M A Jinnah Road, ever since the authorities have introduced new routes for transport operators.


One of the main arteries connecting Lyari Town with Saddar Town is North Napiers Road linking Lea Market with Desno Hall. It is observed that traffic on North Napiers Road has never been smooth because of hectic commercial activity as it is being housed with several markets and business establishments and touches city’s lower and district courts and the city government offices. To add to the miseries of the people, inter-city and upcountry transporters also use this route to arrive at Lea Market.


But nowadays the situation is aggravating because of congestion at M A Jinnah Road, causing worst traffic jams on the Napiers route affecting all routes leading to Lea Market and Lyari Town.

The situation gets even worse at the Lea Market roundabout because of buses, coaches and wagons parked in a haphazard way flouting all traffic rules and regulations, thus creating a mess on all link roads leading to the market including Sheedi Village Road, Chawkiwara Road and G. Allana Road. In fact, Lea Market has been converted into a big bus terminus being virtually controlled by transport mafia.


The unnatural division of Lyari Town, depriving it of its main commercial areas—Lea Market and Timber Market—and merging it into Saddar Town has further complicated the problem of administrative control.

Area people have urged the city government to take effective measures to remove the illegal bus terminals around the market area and advise the traffic authorities to take steps for traffic management.

(Dawn-18, 06/08/2006)

Private solutions for public transport

The city government in Karachi considers transportation as an enterprise, which generates revenue and earns profit. This is a flawed approach and would not solve Karachi's transport problems

By Dr Noman Ahmed

On July 11, City Nazim of Karachi directed his staff to prepare for land auctions to the private sector operators for the creation of 30 CNG stations, 2 parking plaza structures, 27 bus terminals at the local level and various other commercial establishments. One of the prime reasons for this decision was to obtain revenue from this prospective real estate transaction. This is an important move and shall have serious repercussions on the overall dynamics of provision of urban infrastructure facilitates all across the city.

Selling public land for expected development of infrastructural spaces, capacity of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to enforce landuse controls and the probable outcomes of this decision are few areas of concern that need to be analysed in a thorough manner before a final decision and working strategy is firmed up for the purpose. It is also disappointing to note that the Nazim is expecting the private sector alone to manage transportation facilities which happens to be a direct responsibility of the CDGK itself. At best, it represents the declining capacity of the state institutions to plan, execute and manage projects in their jurisdiction. This flaw has developed in a short span of time. Besides, investment is only one of the several matters that affect urban transportation.

The CDGK, like the upper tiers of government, considers transportation as an enterprise from where revenue can be generated and profitability ensured. At the conceptual level, this is a flawed approach. Public transport service is an essential ingredient of urban management which needs to be ensured to all categories of citizens, irrespective of geographical locations of their places of residences or places of work; concentrations and densities as well as socio-economic status. It may not be out of place to mention that availability of decent and affordable public transport is among the first steps to eradicate social injustice from the society.

In Karachi, one finds the situation entirely opposite to this standard requirement. Inadequate number of public transport vehicles; absence of a mass transit system along the major corridors of population movements and policy and procedural bias in favour of motor cars; declining capacity of the government to plan, execute and manage transportation projects according to social needs and the compelling financial pressures towards selling of transport related lands are few important reasons that have greatly affected transportation infrastructure in the city.

According to baseline estimates, more than eight million commuters travel towards their respective work locations and institutions during peak hour timing and vice versa. While accurate statistics are not available, estimates inform us that more than two-third of this population is dependent on public transport. The available fleet of buses, private minibuses and coaches are grossly inadequate to cater to their needs. Thus this underprivileged cross section of the society has to bear inhuman conditions of commuting on a daily basis. Fundamental principles of transportation planning reveal that a suitably designed mass transit mode is essentially needed in such cases. However, no promise seems to be available in this respect.

Karachi Mass Transit Programme (KMTP), which has been much talked about for more than a decade now, is held in abeyance. It is also vital to note that KMTP has been planned according to first world design and execution approaches which are not compatible to the realities of this city. For example, the capacity of local contractors to develop a simple 500 meter overpass is grossly limited. During the recent monsoon rains, Clifton underpass practically turned into a swimming pool. It took 13 years to build the Nazimabad flyover. How long will it take to construct 13 km long KMTP corridor-I is any body's guess.

Besides, complex matters pertinent to land expropriation, construction management and inter-agency coordination shall render the present form of KMTP remote from reality. The other option is the Karachi Circular Railways (KCR) which operated a main trunk service for three decades but abruptly discontinued since 1996. Abrupt changes in the land adjacent to KCR corridors, criss-cross road planning, encroachments and informal transactions of Railway lands have created enormous problems in the way of reviving KCR. However, given the present status of the city and the available means, this appears to be the only workable step. A previous master plan for Karachi has also endorsed this approach with some modifications.

The third option could be long range buses with enhanced capacity. This option can only prove successful if exclusive bus lanes are assigned to their movement.

Karachi had more than sufficient land available for public and amenity uses including transportation. The Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) -- which was closed down in 1996 -- had exclusive bus depots in 32 locations in the city. These depots were spread along major corridors and locations including Saddar, North Nazimabad, Landhi-Korangi, North Karachi and Malir. Each of these depots were developed on land parcels of sufficient dimensions and area. Vested interests have been exerting considerable pressure on the concerned departments of Government of Sindh to sell the land for commercial purposes. Due to vehement opposition of some public-spirited individuals and organisations, these transactions could not take place. However the government is not allowing the use of these plots for terminal spaces. Instead, it has been toying with the idea of drawing commercial benefits from these valuable assets.

Transport operators are of the unanimous view that their efficiency can be greatly enhanced if they are facilitated by making available affordable terminal spaces. It shall help raise the level of service-provision and performance of transporters. This fundamental need must be addressed for all kinds of transport including inter-city buses, trucks and even para-transit modes such as taxis, rickshaws and non-motorised transport. Common sense tells us that no commercial operator shall be able to subsidise the usage of high priced land acquired through auction or any dubious process of sales and registration.

In terms of expenditure, transportation is one of the most investment-intensive sectors. At present, projects worth more than 20 billion rupees are underway in the city. They include expressways, overpasses underpasses, road-widening schemes, rehabilitation schemes and the like. From a social perspective, several negative aspects are quite apparent. The corporate auto-producers and related vendors, big-time contractors, upper and upper middle income groups and commercial banks are the beneficiaries. The business, comfort and lifestyle of each of these categories of stakeholders has been considerably enhanced over a period of time.

Lower income groups, students and ordinary commuters find themselves at a loss due to inadequate means of mobility. This large scale investment has created a social divide in the city on the basis of geographical schism! One finds billions of rupees being spent on Shahrah-e-Faisal where the elite and ruling class move while no penny is spent on the main roads connecting and passing through Baldia Town, Lyari and Orangi extension areas. These locations (and several similar ones) display medieval mobility conditions not conducive to the present day demands. Roads which were earmarked for construction since years are now lying in a dilapidated condition due to incomplete status or completely run down condition. As VVIPs do not go to these places, the concerned authorities also keep them at the lowest of priorities.

It must be pointed out that in urban areas, transportation is an essential service which cannot be denied to any individual due to his or her income profile or locational disadvantage. The task of the administration is to maximise the choices. A healthy city can only evolve when commuting to all areas and accessibility is enhanced. This goal is mandatory to be followed by the government to properly facilitate its citizens.

It will be a serious error of judgement to expect the private sector to shoulder this responsibility. The private sector may only be asked to undertake few important task related to service delivery as not all the components of the system are profitable in financial terms. Experiences from many cities, including examples from the developed world, show that public transport requires subsidy on various routes, sectors and target of service. All the municipal bodies and their service delivery arms recognise this dictum and accordingly adjust their working criteria without excluding any section of the society.

It is time the CDGK realised that and rationally used the land assets that are trusted upon it by the state. It is wise to remember that land is a finite asset and cannot be sold like any consumer commodity in the market!

(By Noman Ahmed, The News-27, 06/08/2006)

Citizens endure worst traffic jams

KARACHI, Aug 8: Although traffic jams in the city have become a routine with the inundated roads for the past 10 days but the situation was nerve-racking on Tuesday. The situation at the main Korangi Road was the worst as people remained stuck in the traffic jam for over four hours.


Shaikh Iqbal, a resident of Defence View, called the Dawn offices at 9pm from his cellphone to say that his car had not moved a metre ahead for the past four hours. “I am stuck in the traffic jam near Hino Chowk, Qayyumabad since 5pm, while my house is only five minutes away from here”, he added.


Naveed Farooqui, another resident of Defence, who was on way to his house from Port Qasim, called Dawn at 9:30pm and said that he had been stuck in the traffic jam on the Baloch Colony Bridge since 7:30pm. “There are thousands of vehicles stranded on this expressway and the traffic has not moved ahead an inch for the past two hours”, he said.


Mr Farooqui said first he was trapped in the traffic jam at Quaidabad. “It took half an hour to cross the Quaidabad intersection as the condition of the road there is pathetic”, he said and added then the traffic police forcibly diverted the motorists to Rashid Minhas Road from Sharea Faisal due to the movement of some VIP.

“This is immoral, illegal and shameful on part of the authorities to force the traffic to divert for the smooth movement of the VIPs”, he remarked. “There seems to be no government in the city. Its total chaos”, he lamented.


Mr Farooqui said that the many motorists abandoned their vehicles on the expressway and left for their homes on foot. “I am in the middle of the traffic. I just cannot abandon my vehicle”, he added.

Traffic on the main Sharea Faisal moved at a snail’s pace due to the work on a sewerage line near Mehran Hotel. The repair work on the sewerage line, which burst due to rains, is being carried out since last Friday and both the tracks of the main artery are covered with the dug-up soil.


DIG Traffic Falak Khurshid said that the pace of the traffic was slow due to the dug-up roads which were further wrecked due to rainwater. He said the traffic slowed down in Clifton as the main Clifton road was inundated near Teen Talwar.

He said that work on the sewerage line at Sharea Faisal was expected to be completed by Wednesday and the traffic situation would improve accordingly. He also advised the residents of Defence and Clifton to use Sharea Faisal instead of Baloch Colony Bridge to avoid further congestion on the Korangi Crossing.


In their effort to ease out the situation at Sharea Faisal, the traffic police diverted the traffic to Saddar from the Fountain Chowk through Zainab Market. Similarly, the traffic was also diverted from the Arts Council Chowk to Lucky Star through Sarwar Shaheed Road.


However, the diversions of the traffic could not lead to the smooth flow of the traffic, which kept on moving at a very slow pace. “It took around half an hour to reach Lucky Star from Zainab Market”, a motorcyclist said.

Traffic moved with a snail’s pace on I. I Chundrigarh Road, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed Road, M. A. Jinnah Road, Shahrah-i-Liaquat, Saddar, Guru Mandir, Lasbella, Golimar, Nazimabad, Liaquatabad, University Road, Hasan Square, Nipa, and Rashid Minhas Road.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 09/08/2006)

Ruin of an arterial road

KARACHI: The damage caused to the Chaudhry Khaliq-uz-Zaman Road due to recent heavy downpour has encouraged a new but painful phenomenon as motorists are using the one-way road for two-way traffic.

A large number of traffic police personnel have been deployed to prevent this from happening, but to no avail. The road lies under the jurisdiction of Clifton Cantonment Board (CCB) and the most interesting fact is that it was rebuilt not too long ago.


As the monsoon rains have completely ruined the thoroughfare with much of its part still filled with rainwater, vehicles driving on it are bound to suffer damage.


The one-way road from Fatima Jinnah Bridge to Submarine Chowrangi is in pretty bad shape. The rainwater has not only affected the carpeting of the road, it has also caused damage to the surface, making it uneven at many places. To add to the misery, the new carpeted road does not seem to exist and only yellow stones are seen in their place. As a result, vehicles move at snail’s pace.


The current spell of monsoon not only ruined the thoroughfare, but also caused destruction to the footpath and the residential units situated along the road. Rainwater seeped into the houses and accumulated in their fronts causing immense problems for the residents. 

Traffic Police Constable Sajjad Ahmed told this scribe that since last Sunday, the traffic police strength deployed here had been increased so that the traffic could not move on the wrong side of the road. 

He said the traffic police were performing duty under trying conditions as the traffic was diverted to the Delhi Colony Road due to the blockage of the Clifton Underpass. But since the underpass has been opened for vehicular traffic, the pressure on traffic police personnel had decreased. 


A motorcyclist Abdul Latif said that he had been facing many hurdles since the rains started, as he has to take the route from this road to reach the other parts of the metropolis. 


A motorist said that the water accumulated on the thoroughfare due to the negligence of the authorities and they are responsible for taking measures in order to clear the mess.


Another motorist Muhammad Naeem said that he had nothing to say but to pray that may Allah bestow wisdom and guidance on those who were responsible for this state of affairs.


Meanwhile, the Pakistan Defence Housing Authority said in a statement issued on Tuesday that the rain emergency plan of DHA and CCB was put into effect with the start of the current monsoon rains. It also said that the designated emergency teams worked relentlessly round-the-clock and were able to keep all the major roads of DHA functional. 

But the current scenario is different from the one portrayed as the rainwater still fills the street alongside the road.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-3, 10/08/2006)
Yet another traffic jam


WHILE road conditions in Karachi seem to be getting worse all the time, few traffic snarls could have matched the one witnessed on Tuesday when motorists were stuck for hours on end in long queues extending for miles. Several areas witnessed traffic jams but the worst was on Korangi Road where motorists, resigned to a long wait in the dark, simply turned off the ignition and the headlights of their cars. Few cops were around and in the end bystanders took matters into their own hands and started to direct the traffic flow. Unlike so many times in the past, this time VIP movement was apparently not responsible for the traffic jam: it was caused by the diversion of vehicles from certain city roads, rendered unusable by the recent rains, to other routes. The resulting crisis led to anxiety and panic among the commuters, some of whom included small children and patients on their way to hospital.


Meanwhile, true to form, the traffic police (who initially refused to accept that there was a crisis on Tuesday) and the city administration have once again displayed the kind of callousness that can only be associated with those not serious about carrying out their duties. Evidently, they have not learned from the past so many instances of interminable traffic jams in Karachi and are apathetic to criticism on this score. With this kind of attitude, little is likely to change, and traffic conditions will inevitably worsen with the rise in the number of vehicles on the roads and construction projects which never seem to end. One can only ask the relevant authorities to take corrective action by ensuring that traffic policemen are present at congested crossings during peak hours and that they quickly arrive at the scene of a vehicular accident which is often the cause of traffic coming to a standstill.

(Dawn-7, 10/08/2006)

A life so cruelly extinguished

KARACHI: “Live with no excuses and love with no regrets. When life gives you 100 reasons to cry, show life that you have 1000 reasons to smile,” this was one of the last messages sent by Aamir Parekh, six days before he died in a tragic road accident in Karachi earlier this month. 


Heading home early from work that day so he could join his family and help them pack for their holiday to Islamabad the next day, Aamir Parekh died when a container fell on his car from the back of a truck on Korangi Road near the Qayyumabad intersection. 

The son of former Jamshed Town Nazim Ahmed Parekh, Aamir was on the phone with his daughter who was questioning him about his arrival so he could take her shopping. 


“The holiday was planned but I figured out at the last moment that I didn’t have enough warm clothes for the chilly weather there so I thought of asking my father to get me a few cardigans from his garment factory. But when I called him up he said he had left work and was only ten minutes away from home. He promised to take me shopping as soon as he would get back, but that never happened,” said Khadija Parekh, Aamir’s 13 year-old daughter. 


She added that just as she was about to hang up she heard her father yell at the driver ‘watch that container!’ This was followed by a loud bang after which she lost voice contact. 

“I could hear my father and the nearby people shouting but couldn’t understand what had happened so I ran to my grandfather and explained the situation to him. I knew something had gone wrong but couldn’t think of his death in my wildest imagination,” she recalled with tears in her eyes. 


After attempting to make several calls on his cell phone and then on the driver’s phone, one of the eyewitnesses answered the driver’s phone. This person gave Ahmed Parekh the sad news of his son’s death. 

“I immediately rushed out with my younger son but it took us a while to get there due to the commotion and traffic jam on the Korangi road. That made each second seem like an hour,” said Ahmed Parekh in an interview with The News. 


According to eyewitnesses, the overloaded trailer was descending from the bridge at a high speed when it lost control due to the poor road condition and potholes caused by the recent rains that hit Karachi. 

“When we reached the spot the car was totally wrecked and the container was on it for almost two hours after which with the help of a crane, the trailer was lifted to retrieve the bodies,” said the despondent father. 


But more pain was to come. During the process of lifting, the crane’s hook loosened due to which the container fell again on the car and crushed it further. “The actual scene is indescribable,” wept Ahmed Parekh. 

Aamir and his driver Mohammad Hanif died on the spot, but the bodies were taken to Jinnah Hospital for legal formalities. From there, Aamir’s was shifted to a morgue while Hanif’s body was sent to his family in Mansehra. 

The driver of the truck is still absconding and the police have found no trace of him. The truck owner, Shahzad, was taken into custody. 


Khadija commented that she was as shocked with her father’s death as she was with the system that governs this country. “More than the shock of his sudden death, it is difficult for me to get over the kind of accident and pain he experienced. I don’t even know the details yet nor do I ever want to,” she adds. 


Khadija is Aamir’s eldest daughter. He has also left behind a six year-old son and another 4 year-old daughter, Hadiqa. 

Khadija added that even though the car was smashed, his belongings were safe. “I know he left them behind for us as a remembrance,” she said, looking at her father’s watch that was in her wrist. 


Asked about how she wanted to move on, she said that her father had always wanted her to be a fashion designer so her work could complement his garment business. “I will pursue a degree in fashion design so that I can fulfill his dream of expanding the garment business he has left behind.” 

Aamir’s 78 year-old ailing father, however, has little to look forward to. He says that it was an irony that his own son became a victim of a problem that he was fighting all these years. 


As a town Nazim, Ahmed Parekh said that he always condemned the violation of traffic rules by bus and other heavy vehicle drivers and had also questioned the insensitive behaviour of concerned officials. 

“This heinous is being committed at large because the rash and negligent drivers feel they can get away with killing anyone and won’t be answerable to any body, which is quite true as the concerned officials are reluctant to shoulder the responsibility of the hundreds of deaths that take place in this city alone,” he said. 


39 year-old Aamir was an MBA and had vast experience in the field of leather export. He was the first Pakistani to be selected under the fellowship program of a management course on leather and leather chemicals run by the Netherlands Institute of Management. He had also prepared a report on ‘Joint Venture/Transfer of Technology for leather processing from the Netherlands to Pakistan’ that was highly appreciated by Pakistan Tanners Association. 

“I have not just lost my son, the country has lost an asset too. Aamir was not the breadwinner of his home alone because with the profits his export business generated for the country, he was clearly a breadwinner for the nation too,” said the senior Parekh. 


Parekh added: “Whoever is responsible should be held accountable and I am trying to do all that I can to make sure accidental crimes like these are not repeated further. My son’s death should be the last.”

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-4, 13/08/2006)
Broken link, disrupted lives

A broken railway link is disrupting rail traffic. 

The ensuing crisis speaks volumes about the unfortunate fragility of our train system

By Adeel Pathan

Saying that our railway system is in a shambles would be stating the obvious. From rotten tracks to dilapidated stations, this mode of transportation is always making news for being inefficient. However, the latest about the pathetic condition of Pakistan Railways has really raised eyebrows. The railway bridge at Ran Pathani collapsed on June 30. The upcountry rail link was suspended for several days until an alternative diversion was created - the actual repair will take months.

The Ran Pathani rail bridge breakdown, 100 kilometres away from Hyderabad and 82 kilometres off Karachi was so drastic in nature that train service from Hyderabad and Karachi was completely disrupted. This naturally caused great grievances from passengers travelling through this cheap mode of transportation.

Finally, on August 4 an alternative route between Dhabeji and Ran Pathani stations was completed and the track was opened for rail traffic. The link was restored after temporary arrangements were made to restore the connection between Karachi and Hyderabad. Until the completion of this diversion, the railway stations in Sindh looked like bus stops - in the absence of trains, passengers were being transported via coaches and buses. Passengers travelling to Karachi or upcountry were driven to Hyderabad in buses, where they could catch trains to their destinations. Even Thar Express passengers were brought to Hyderabad for their onward journey to Zero Point.

This incident proves how vulnerable our railway system is. Pakistan Railways may be the biggest public service department but it is also the one most neglected by policy makers. Had a train been passing the bridge at Ran Pathani at the time it collapsed would have ended in another tragedy of epic proportions. But then again, we seem to be used to it. The outdated system is already responsible for hundreds of lives lost in tragic rail accidents and collisions. News stories about train derailments, unfortunately, come as no surprise.

Repair work on the bridge is underway but the continuous rains have created further problems, according to Railways. The railway authorities are not willing to take a risk by beginning major construction work now that rain is still expected. Their focus is on creating alternate routes.

On the other side, passengers arriving from Karachi to board the Punjab bound trains complain of a lack of facilities and information at the railway station. Stranded passengers informed Kolachi that on the day of the bridge's collapse, they were told to wait without being given a reason for the delay. The officials at the station did not provide them with any information about the whereabouts of their trains and they were asked to get their tickets refunded late in the night. They also criticised the lack of coordination and information sharing between various officers that made a bad situation worse.

"I arrived at the railway station with my family to leave for Faisalabad but we have been sitting here for hours," said an irate Mohammed Ramzan. He said that the authorities started refunding tickets after enraged passengers mounted pressure. Railways on the other hand blamed the closure of banks for the delay. There were long queues at the reservation counters for refunds but the process was very slow.

Most passengers who spoke to Kolachi maintained they were informed of the real cause of delay after four long hours. "The authorities told us about the bridge collapsing around 9 pm," said an irate passenger.

A railway official passed the blame onto higher authorities. He justified their delayed response by mentioning that communication with the Divisional Superintendent of Railways, who sits in Karachi, takes time. He added that Railways approached bus and coach companies for transporting passengers to Hyderabad to ease their suffering.

Meanwhile passengers complained that buses and coaches are charging exorbitant amounts, making full use of the fact that there is no rail alternative. The agony of passengers who arrived from Karachi on buses to board the Awami Express for Rawalpindi is also cause for deep concern. The train actually left before the arrival of ten busloads of passengers and when they got there, they were told to wait for another train for a number of hours.

"The authorities have made no arrangement for us at the railway station," complained a passenger. Others added that shopkeepers at the station have started fleecing them by charging more for refreshments.

Officials, however, claimed that they were providing facilities including food to passengers and added that trains were not leaving Hyderabad on their scheduled time due to a lack of facilities at the station in comparison to the Karachi station. They also denied reports that complete refunds are not being made, adding that railway authorities are paying full refund amount to passengers.

"We have paid millions of rupees to transporters for boarding passengers to and from Hyderabad to Karachi and thousands of passengers have been transported so far in buses and coaches since the rail link was suspended," an officer said by way of explanation.

The authorities are giving no deadline as to when the bridge would be repaired and opened for rail traffic. This is causing great inconvenience for passengers waiting to get back home in time after their vacations.

It is not just passengers who are facing enormous problems due to the suspension of rail traffic but Pakistan Railways is also incurring loss - around 12 to 15 million rupees everyday, because even cargo carriers have stopped running.

Kolachi also spoke to a senior railway official who on condition of anonymity said that the situation was new and unexpected for Pakistan Railways. It is probably the most horrifying incident in the history of railway accidents in the country when a whole link is suspended, as according to him, even tragic accidents do not suspend rail traffic for such a long time.

He said that the situation was controlled as per available resources and lashed out at the higher authorities for not providing adequate funds to the Railways to improve the system. "Pakistan Railways is the only institution in the country which provides a service and also takes care of railway stations which is different for the other two transportation services. Both airports and ports are not handled by those who operate the actual service," he said. It would be pertinent to point out here that train stations are much smaller and easier to manage than airports and ports. The official went on to say, "Passengers have to realise the problems Railways is facing due to the suspension of rail traffic, especially when passengers were entertained properly," he said, blaming the passengers for becoming violent.

These views of a senior railway official reflect the apathy of higher ups. The passengers who pay for the services should not be expected to think or care about the problems faced by Railways – especially when the public keeps reading about huge budgets and grand projects undertaken by the Railways. These just force the public to expect better services, which are after all what they pay for.

This disaster should serve as an eye opener for policy makers to set their priorities right and change their focus from other affairs and development activities to the up gradation and improvement of the railway network that is the most affordable mode of long distance transportation for the common man.

(By Adeel Pathan, The News-40, 13/08/2006)

Two die in road accidents

KARACHI, Aug 12: Two persons died in road accidents in different parts of the city on Saturday. Police said that two motorcyclists were knocked down by a 2-D route bus at KDA Chowrangi, North Nazimabad. One of them, Mohammad Hafeez, 40, died on the spot. In a hit-and-run accident, an 80-year-old pedestrian died in Mauripur.

(Dawn-19, 13/08/2006)

35pc work on bridge completed

KARACHI, Aug 13: Work on a number of new projects, including Malir river bridge, was underway expeditiously under Khushaal Pakistan Programme funded by the federal government.About 35 per cent work of the bridge on Malir River has been completed so far. The project would cost Rs1,207 million and so far Rs400 million have been spent on it, said a city government press release.


If the release of federal government funds continued without any obstacle, the project would be completed by May 2007. The bridge as per design is 5km-long with 1.2km as the main section of bridge.

After completion, the bridge would facilitate the residents of Landhi, Shah Faisal and other areas as they would be able to reach Sharea Faisal within 10 minutes, besides it would immensely facilitate the smooth flow of traffic as it would join the Korangi Industrial Area directly to the city.

(Dawn-14, 14/08/2006)

KCR revival on the back burner again


KARACHI, Aug 13: After a short-lived spur of enthusiastic activities and statements regarding revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), those at the helms of affairs seemed to have once again forgotten this matter.

It was under increasing pressure from citizens, various organisations and media that the government some two years back took up the matter seriously and President Pervez Musharraf ordered revival of the KCR within two years.

The practical work on this project was started and in early 2005, partial service of the KCR was launched between Landhi and Wazir Mansion.


It was promised that the work on the second phase of the KCR would be completed soon following which the KCR operation would be extended to Nazimabad and Gillani stations. Ironically, the work on the second phase could not even take off for reasons best known to bureaucracy.


Again the media and concerned citizens raised this issue and the big guns of bureaucracy were forced to give some attention to this outstanding issue.


In November 2005, the matter was discussed at a meeting between Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim and Minister of State for Railways Ishaque Khan Khakwani at the CM’s House and it was agreed to set up a corporation by the name of ‘Karachi Urban Transport Corporation’ to run the KCR.


It was also stated that the federal government would have 60 per cent stakes of the proposed company whereas the remaining stakes would be owned by the Sindh government. It was also agreed that the company would work in the limits of the City District Government Karachi, which would run and maintain a local train service on the main and circular railway lines in the city limits.


Further, it was decided that the federal government would transfer management of the KCR to the provincial government and in this regard a board would also be set up. After taking over the KCR, the Sindh government would be authorised to transfer it to any party in accordance with the relevant rules and regulations. The chief minister, during the meeting, gave a formal approval to the proposal for the formation of the said company.


Some six months later, in mid-May this year, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal visited Islamabad and called on Federal Railways Minister Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed to discuss the revival of KCR. After the meeting, a press release was issued by the CDGK which said that the federal government had agreed to completely revive the KCR and implement the Karachi Mass Transit Programme.


It claimed that the railway minister had also assured the CDGK of all out assistance by the federal government, especially his ministry, in this regard. However, this vital issue was put on the back burner after the meeting.

It may be recalled that a team of Japanese technical experts last year completed initial feasibility report of the KCR revival plan and submitted the to the Sindh governor. According to the reports, this feasibility report was not approved as it suggested a long period for the revival work while the government wanted the process to be completed in a shortest possible time.


The Pakistan Railways had started the Karachi Circular Railway in 1969 and closed it down in 1999 claiming that it was making heavy losses. It is worth noting that the KCR had earned half a million rupees in the first year alone, when it used to charge merely Rs0.25 per passenger. In 1970s, the KCR had been running as many as 104 services daily.


Logically, the KCR should have thrived economically with the passage of time due to the rapidly growing population of the city, but it was claimed that it had been incurring heavy losses.

(Dawn-13, 14/08/2006)

Disfiguring the landscape

A FEW months ago President Musharraf on a brief visit to Karachi took exception to “odd looking and indecent billboards” and ordered the city nazim to allow only “proper and authorised billboards” to be displayed. One is glad that he pointed to this anomaly.


But one wishes he had also identified some of the other incongruities which have disfigured the landscape — like the open rubbish dumps found at almost every street corner, which are not only an eyesore but a health hazard.

No matter which way a pedestrian turns he finds these gulags of putrid waste with their rancid odours, distilled by an assortment of decomposing leftovers and a variety of greasy plastic bags.


After he has managed to hold his breath for as long as his polluted lungs allow him, there are the construction sites, huge scaffoldings of leafed steel, surrounded by potholes of dirty water, cement and mounds of sand, perpetually throwing up clouds of dust, and gradually encroaching upon and chiselling the edge of thoroughfares.


When a motorist drives, locked in the eternal traffic jams, he sees people throwing sticky toffee wrappers out of car windows. And if he chances to look up at the cluster of high rise residential tenements, streaked as if they had been crying, he sees balconies decorated with yesterday’s washing.

The recent rains made things just that much worse. The pedestrian and the motorist had to trudge through the monsoon-washed grid of streets, with water running through all its ruts and the rills dribbling the shaly paths. Whatever happened to the sensibilities of the people, to the sense of order, tidiness and cleanliness for which Karachi was once famous?


What is also most unfortunate is that there doesn’t appear to be an official or agency at which one can point an accusing finger or vent one’s spleen. All one hears is a lot of buck passing, as was witnessed after the recent showers that turned the famous Clifton underpass into a huge pond. If the dialogue had been scripted by Joseph Heller, author of Catch 22, against the backdrop of a tennis match, it might have sounded something like this... “Our job is to build the underpass, not to pump out the water.


That’s the work of the city government” ... The ball lands on the other side of the net... “How can we pump out the water when the electricity has been switched off?”... The ball bounces back to the server and misses him. Suddenly the linesman, who has a distinct central European accent, interrupts ... “The electricity was switched off because we don’t have enough power.” That’s when a spectator in the audience turns to the server and in a high-pitched voice shouts ...”Why did you have to build an underpass in the first place, when in every other part of the city you are building overpasses?”


Readers who are still miffed by the totally inadequate drainage facilities in Clifton during the southwest monsoon should read Meher Alvi’s trenchant observations published in Dawn a week ago. They more or less sum up the state of helplessness experienced by the citizen who is gradually beginning to endorse the view that poor drainage is one of the occupational hazards of life in the Third World.

Old timers point out that it wasn’t always like this, and talk, somewhat nostalgically, about the days when Mayor Sohrab Kavasji Hormuzdyar Katrak was entrusted with the task of maintaining order and keeping the place clean. The streets were washed every morning a couple of hours before sunrise. Every locality had a number of metal bins and there was a proper system for the disposal of garbage.


Of course, Katrak was not dealing with a population of 14 million people, and the number of inhabitants in the entire city in his time was probably less than what it is in modern day Liaquatabad. The impression nevertheless remains that the city elders knew what they were doing and that there is some merit in having a unified system of administration — without interference from other quarters. It makes it much easier to bell the cat.


Garbage disposal does remind one of the way the Chinese dealt with the problem in the days when Mao-Zedong ruled the world’s most populous country. The method used, which for want of a better expression could be referred to as ‘the collective conscience,’ would have probably found favour with the Catholic priests. Once a week, the head of each family in the village would assemble and await the arrival of the local representative of the Communist Party.


After listening to what he had to say, each delegate then confessed how he had conspired against the spirit of the revolution, and the paths he had wilfully traversed to disturb the harmony. The misdemeanour that kept popping up was — chucking one’s garbage onto the road. Once the entire congregation had heard a villager’s confession they made jolly sure he played according to the rules. If he still couldn’t kick the habit he was either fined or locked up. If the denizens of Karachi are sick of looking at those rubbish dumps day in and day out they should get together and do something about it, instead of complaining on television. There’s really no point in contacting the authorities. By the time they find out which the concerned department is or whom they should contact in the ministry, the government would have changed.


Now it’s time to get back to those billboards, or hoardings, as they are known in the advertising world, which was really the subject of this column. There is a law which circumscribes the amount of disfiguring outdoor advertisers are entitled to, and there are strict rules which people who erect these posters are expected to follow. The distance between billboards should be 400 feet, the size should not exceed 60 by 20 feet, the height should be uniform, the poles should be painted in silver to prevent accidents, they should not be located near electric wires and their construction should be undertaken by qualified engineers.


According to reports, out of the 17,000 billboards in the city, only 6,000 have been ‘legally’ erected. Around 11,000 hoardings are unauthorised and their continued existence is protected by those who instal them. These worthies are invariably supported by political party leaders or officials of various town administrators.


Approximately 70 per cent of the billboards are controlled by the CDGK. The rest are under the control of the air force, army, CAA, Pakistan Railways and various cantonment boards. The question is, will the president’s order be respected and obeyed in letter and spirit? Quite a few billboards have been knocked down. But a lot still remains to be done. The danger is that the crusade might end up the same way as other well meaning schemes — like the tinted glass episode.


A few months ago the Karachi police started to crack down on vehicles which exhibited dark tinted glasses, some of which didn’t carry authorised number plates. They served a number of purposes. They allowed criminals to move about with impunity, indemnified owners of stolen cars against identification and protected women from the glare of the cruel sun.


The police were suddenly driven by a gale of furious purpose. They rounded up around 400 such vehicles whose owners had been zealously guarding their privacy. Then the men in the white uniforms happened to chance upon a car whose occupants were barricaded behind sheets of thick dark grey glass. It belonged to the minister of religious affairs who probably believed that as he was in a unique position to communicate with the Absolute, was therefore above the law. He promptly contacted the home secretary. The policemen were slapped on the wrists, made to apologise, and the charade had to be called off.

(By Anwer Mooraj, Dawn-7, 14/08/2006)

Alternative rail tracks washed away

HYDERABAD, Aug 13: One week after its restoration, the train operation from Karachi came to a standstill again on Sunday after a fresh spell of heavy rain damaged both the alternative routes the Pakistan Railways had laid between Ran Pathani and Dhabeji.

The alternative routes were made after downpour had washed away four pillars of the Ran Pathani bridge on July 30.

“I have been told by officials from the site at around 4pm to suspend the operation of passenger trains from and to Karachi,” confirmed PR’s deputy divisional superintendent Karachi Anzer Ismail Rizvi.

He said meals and other facilities would be provided to the passengers stranded at Hyderabad, Kotri and other stations.


It was only on Saturday afternoon that labourers had completed work on the second alternative track, making it possible to resume the fully-fledged operation from Karachi on Sunday. The last up and down trains that passed through the alternative tracks on Sunday were Hazara Express and Fareed Express, respectively.


Passengers travelling in Karachi-bound trains — Allama Iqbal Express, Zakriya Express and Faisalabad Night Coach — faced great inconvenience when these trains had to return back to Hyderabad.


Authorities cancelled Karakoram Express, Millat Express, Khyber Mail, Shah Rukn-i-Alam Express and Sukkur Express that were scheduled to start their journey from Karachi.

A full refund of money has been announced for the passengers who want to get their tickets cancelled. But, passengers were facing difficulties in getting refunds as officials said they were yet to receive such directive.


Chaotic conditions prevailed at Hyderabad after intending passengers were told that the upcountry trains they planned to board had been cancelled. A large number of such passengers were stranded at Kotri and Hyderabad stations.

“Super Express and Tezgam are scheduled to leave for Punjab from Hyderabad late in the night,” said an official here.

Some passengers complained that officials misbehaved when they approached them to seek information.


Passengers were being shifted to Karachi through buses. But the arrangement was far from being satisfactory as there were people who had to bear additional expenses and hire private vehicles.

Reports reaching here said that thousands of other passengers were facing hardship as several trains coming to Hyderabad and Karachi had been stopped at Tando Adam, Nawabshah and Rohri stations.

Since July 30, Pakistan Railways has suffered a growing loss of tens of millions of rupees. Freight trains are stuck up in Karachi, delaying delivery of consignments to different parts of the country.

(By M.H.Khan, Dawn-1, 14/08/2006)

Towing cranes for police

KARACHI: Sindh Home Minister Rauf Siddiqi handed Towing Vehicle Cranes to DIG Traffic on Friday. These trucks are out of the 33 gifted by the Consul General of Qatar for the Karachi Traffic Police. Earlier, the traffic police did not have Towing Vehicle Cranes for removing heavy vehicles like buses, minibuses and trucks. The DIG traffic thanked the home minister for providing these cranes in view of the problems being faced by the traffic police.

(The News-3, 16/09/2006)
Revival of KCR stressed


KARACHI, Aug 15: Different political, social and citizens' rights organisations on Tuesday said that the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) was an integral part of public transport systems of Karachi and its complete revival was essential to redress woes of millions of commuters in this mega city.


Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) Sindh Chapter Amir Dr Mumtaz Ali Memon in a statement said that in order to solve the problems of commuters of the biggest city of the country, the complete revival of the KCR was vital. He said that the government should take concrete steps in this regard instead of just political statements.

He said that the rulers had been giving statements regarding the revival of KCR since long, but lack of practical steps was creating despair amongst Karachiites. He said that the revival of this vital urban public transport sector would not only help solving problems of millions of Karachiites but also spur socioeconomic growth of this hub of national economy.


The leader of the opposition in the City Council, Saeed Ghani, said that in fact the authorities concerned had never revived the KCR. He said that the first phase of revival of KCR from Landhi to Tower railway station did not belonged to the circular railway, as it had already been the part of the main national track.

He said that the actual circular railway system was still in limbo, and no efforts were taken for its revival.


Mr Ghani said that in fact the revival of the KCR had never become a part of priorities of the rulers, as some powerful vested interests of the transport sector were opposing it to secure monopoly of the road transport.


The acting president of the Pakistan Muslim League-N Sindh, Saleem Zia, said that the revival of KCR was desperately needed to facilitate Karachiites. He said that the government should utilise all available resources to meet this outstanding demand of the people of Karachi.


Shehri, a citizen's right NGO, when contacted, its spokesperson said that authorities were not serious to revive the KCR. She said that in fact the whole system was being run on ad-hoc basis and there was no planning to solve civic issues.


The chairman of the Human Rights Committee Sindh Bar Council, Aqil Lodhi, said that an integrated transport system including buses, circular railways, trams and double-deckers was hall mark of any civilised city. He said that a few decades back Karachi too had trams, double-deckers and circular railway, but vested interests got them removed one after another.

He said that a tram had capacity for some 900 passengers, and a double-decker carried more than 100 passengers. He said that till today trams and double-deckers were successfully plying on the roads of many European countries, as well as, India, but these reliable transport facilities were snatched from Karachiites under a conspiracy to please what he called a transport mafia.


Mr Lodhi said that the KCR land worth billion of rupees had been encroached upon by land mafia in D-I/13, Kausar Niazi Colony and other areas. He charged that under a conspiracy outlet of drains were opened to damage the track in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and other areas.


Zia Awan of the Lawyers of Human Rights and Legal Aid (LHRLA) was of the opinion that not only the KCR, but also the entire civic infrastructure of Karachi was also in shambles.

He said that better means of communication, including an efficient and reliable transport system was must for rapid socioeconomic progress. He termed the KCR an integral part of public transport system of Karachi and demanded its early and complete revival.


President Consumers’ Association of Pakistan Kaukab Iqbal said that pathetic scenes of lingering traffic jams in Karachi and hoards of commuters travelling on the roofs of minibuses were the direct outcome of closure of the KCR. He said that the revival of the KCR would not only help lessening traffic jams on city roads, but also save fuel and precious time of commuters.

He demanded of the railway minister to learn from the experience of neighbouring India and order steps to fully revive the KCR at the earliest.

(Dawn-17, 16/08/2006)

LPG firms earning Rs235-285 per cylinder

LAHORE, Aug 16: The LPG marketing companies are earning whopping profits in the vicinity of Rs235-285 per domestic cylinder of 11.8kg by selling the liquefied gas at its import price of Rs575-625 per cylinder.

Companies are said to have raised their rates by Rs225-275 per domestic cylinder during the last one year from Rs350 as compared to an increase of Rs109 per cylinder by producers. Local LPG producers have increased their prices to about Rs340 (OGDC rate) per domestic cylinder from Rs231 during the last one year.


LPG distributors claim that the marketing companies have raised their prices to import price (Rs52,000 per metric ton) of liquefied gas without actually importing it. As a consequence of the exorbitant increase in the prices by both local producers as well as marketing companies, domestic consumers have to pay an additional Rs200 per cylinder as it is currently available for more than Rs700 as against Rs508 in August last year.


“It is high time that the government should make the OGDC to withdraw the increase of Rs9,204 per metric ton effected in the last four months since April and start monitoring both local and import rates of LPG in the market to prevent marketing companies from fleecing consumers,” LPG Distributors Association Pakistan chairman Irfan Khokhar told this reporter on Wednesday.


Besides, he said, the government should take early steps to import LPG to fill gap between supply and demand. He said the LPG demand was expected to rise to 3,000 metric tons per day from the current daily consumption of 1,600 metric ton with the advent of winter. The expected shortfall during the next five months (Sept 06-Jan 07) is estimated to be 162,000 metric ton.


“If LPG producers are not made to withdraw 30 per cent increase in their prices and if marketing companies are not stopped from selling local gas at its import price, the consumer price would go up to Rs100 per kg from the current Rs57-58 in coming months,” Mr Khokhar warned.


Besides, he said, it was critical to import LPG in sufficient quantity over the next few weeks to bridge the gap between its supply and demand to stabilise the market and protect domestic consumers. In order to facilitate immediate import of LPG, he demanded, the government must remove 28 per cent import duty. He also urged the government to monitor the shutdown schedule of refineries in order to ensure that the LPG supply from domestic sources did not drop.


“If the increase (of Rs9,204 per metric ton over the last four months) in the LPG price by producers is not withdrawn immediately and if the marketing companies do not stop charging import price for the local liquefied gas, the distributors and retailer will have no option but to pull down their shutters,” he said.


Asked the LPG distributors and retailers were also charging high margins from end users, he sought to dispel the impression.

“Our rates include our profits as well as the cost of transportation from the plants of marketing companies located in different, sometimes far-off areas,” he said.


According to him, both the distributors and retailers each were earning around Rs52 per domestic cylinder, up from Rs26 in August last year. “Compared with the margins of Rs235-285 per cylinder being made by marketing companies, the distributors and retailers are making very reasonable profit,” he said.

(Dawn-12, 17/08/2006)

Transport network collapses

KARACHI, Aug 17: Heavy rains across the metropolis on Thursday led to the total collapse of road transport network as hundreds of vehicles on all main thoroughfares and link roads remained trapped in traffic jams for hours.

A large number of the stranded vehicles had to stay unmoved as many others ahead had got their wheels in the trench-like ditches lying unfilled after the city government dug up roads but did not carry out the patch up work properly.


The Thursday rain exposed not only the performance of all contractors involved in the uplift work, but also the hollow claims made by the city government, as well as the efficiency of the traffic police which miserably failed to regulate vehicular movement.


Due to the hours-long traffic jams men, women and children remained stuck in the deluge of traffic looking around helplessly for help. Many vehicles ran short of fuel and their occupants had no option open, but to abandon their vehicles and wade through the deep water to reach their destinations.


Those who had left their offices in the evening were also stuck up at their work places. Most of them could reach their homes after midnight after experiencing some of the worst ever traffic jams on vital thoroughfares. The situation of traffic jam aggravated when irresponsible drivers of various vehicles resorted to adopting wrong way in their bid to escape the jam first. Resultantly, the traffic chaos lengthened the jam and gripped more roads.


Public transport almost disappeared following the rain as a large number of vehicles of the regular fleets had gone out of order. A transporter said that he could not take risk in such a situation as the inundated roads in the entire city did not allow vehicles to move on freely. The situation in the downtown areas was even worse. A portion of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road has already been closed for public transport.


The diversion of traffic flow to other roads due to the closure ultimately shifted the pressure on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Club Road and Maulvi Tameezuddin Khan Road and caused jams on Club Road, Metropole roundabout, Sharea Faisal, Abdullah Haroon Road, Fatima Jinnah Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Deen Mohammad Wafai Road, Aiwan-i-Saddar Road, etc.


A motorist Kamal Hameed told Dawn that his car was trapped in the deluge of traffic while he was heading towards Metropole. He said that he covered the short distance from Metropole to PIDC traffic signal in more than 90 minutes.


One of the main arteries, Sharea Faisal, was completely choked right from Metropole up to the airport turning as the thoroughfare got submerged at various sections and its tracks were blocked at many points by broken down vehicles. Due to the accumulation of knee-deep water on the main artery, vehicular movement would come to a grinding halt intermittently.


Traffic police personnel deputed at most of the places had disappeared amid the jam which led to the virtual collapse of the transport network. At some points, policemen were seen trying to regulate the traffic but they appeared helpless as the torrential rains had flooded roads.


Khalid calling from Sharea Faisal near Karsaz turning said that he covered the distance from PAF Faisal base to Karsaz traffic signal on this road in one hour, though the distance could be covered in normal conditions in less than three minutes. He said that his car had been trapped in accumulated water near Drigh Road but the Rangers’ personnel around came to his rescue and helped him push the car out of the knee-deep water. He said: “I saw many people and families walking along the road after abandoning their vehicles at the place they broke down.”

Exhausting traffic jams on I. I. Chundrigar Road and M. A. Jinnah Road, the two busiest commercial roads of the city, were experienced by commuters as both the arteries were submerged at their different sections. Scores of motorcycles, cars and other small vehicles were seen standing in a haphazard manner all the way, according to a commuter.


Flooding at Numaish and Guru Mandir intersections occurred as there was no arrangement to drain out the rainwater. Due to the flooded roads, many vehicles broke down causing traffic jam for hours. The jam also affected traffic flow in the adjoining localities, including Soldier Bazaar, Business Recorder Road, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Jehangir Road and Jamshed Road where long queues of vehicles were seen struggling to get out of the clogging.


Shakeel, a motorcyclist said that he covered the distance from Ayesha Manzil to Teen Hatti with his broken down motorcycle wading through the knee-deep water.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 18/08/2006)

Red top cabs in service

KARACHI: Red top cabs hit the roads of the metropolis on Thursday as City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal performed their launching at a ceremony held at the Bahria Auditorium. The much awaited cabs, an urban city transportation project of the private sector, took-off to a flying start, when 100 air-conditioned red top cabs hit the roads. Mustafa Kamal said that the people of Karachi were anxious and in need of clean, reliable and safe mode of public transportation. The red top cabs will be available 24-hours and seven days a week and will provide point-to-point transportation to commuters.

(The News-4, 18/08/2006)

Many roads submerged in old city areas

KARACHI, Aug 17: Thursday’s unexpected heavy downpour completely paralyzed civic life in old city areas and caused severe flooding on all the main and link roads submerging many houses in congested areas.

Traffic on all routes leading to the old city areas remained clogged and many people remained stuck in their vehicles and there was knee-deep water in several areas.

It is observed that there was not any planning at any level for the rescue of rain affected people and all claims of authorities made earlier for speedy disposal of stagnant water had not made the situation different.


Kharadar, Mithadar, Nanakwara, Bhimpura, Jamila Street and Ranshore lane were the worst affected areas as rain water entered narrow streets and lanes forcing people to shut their shops and businesses.


The situation in Lyari as even worst where disposal system had already collapsed during the previous intermittent rains and civic authorities failed to rectify the faults in the system.


When contacted, Lyari Town Nazim Malik Mohammd Fayyaz said rains had completely damaged many roads in the locality and admitted there was no any emergency plan to handle the situation.


According to him, the Union Council areas of UC-4 ( Khadda-Nawabad), UC-5 (Baghdadi) and UC-6 are the worst affected. The main routes of these localities, including Shah Latif Bhittai Road and Shah Waliullah Road and its link roads had been washed away which included Haji Pir Mohammad Road, Fidha Husain Shah Road, Ahmed Shah Bukhari roads.

He pointed out that overflowing gutters, chocked drains and a dilapidated sewerage system had aggravated the situation in the locality, saying “we are not getting proper response from the City Government and the KWSB for overcoming these chronic problems.


The Nazim maintained that the situation may assume disastrous proportions over the next few days if corrective measures are not taken. He criticized the role of the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board for not extending any cooperation to solve the water and sewerage problems of the town.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-19, 18/08/2006)

Traffic jams due to dug up city roads


KARACHI, Aug 17: The city transporters have complained that the dug up and dilapidated roads further devastated by the ongoing rains have caused manifold increase in waste of fuel and at least 50 per cent decline in the mobility of public transport.

“The buses, coaches and minibuses used to make at least four to five trips a day at their specified routes previously but now they can hardly make two trips a day for being stuck up at numerous points due to severe traffic jams or for wandering in side lanes and streets searching way to their destination,” Syed Irshad Hussain Bukhari, Syed Mehmood Afridi, president and general secretary, respectively of Karachi Transport Ittehad, said in a statement on Thursday.


It takes eight to ten hours at least to complete a trip, which consumes 50 per cent more fuel added by loss of income at same ratio, they contended.


“This all was the result of ill-planning by the concerned authorities, who in a haste dug up all the small and big roads simultaneously and also failed to make arrangements for the draining of rainwater,” they said.


The rains have also exposed the performance of the civic agencies, which had claimed that international standards were followed in the construction of certain roads. These roads have caved in at a number of places and the rainwater has accumulated there, the transport leaders lamented.


The KTI leaders appealed to the authorities to take serious note of the situation and take remedial measures especially at the roads where traffic mess due to potholes, craters, digging and ongoing construction has become a routine. They also held traffic police responsible for such a situation.

(Dawn-18, 18/08/2006)

‘No fault in design of KPT underpass’

KARACHI: The Karachi Port Trust (KPT) administration on Friday claimed that there was no fault in the design or pumping system of the KPT underpass at Schon Circle, Clifton as it remained functional even after heavy downpour. 

Addressing a press briefing here at the KPT underpass site, Senior PRO KPT, Rahima Nazeer, Project Engineer and GM Planning Hanif Abdullah and Project in- charge Saeed Soomro, said that despite heavy rainfall on Thursday, the underpass was clear for vehicular traffic. They said that the pumping system of underpass was also working properly. 


They said that in recent downpour, rainwater drains of Teen Talwar, Do Talwar, Schon Circle, Bath Island and its surrounding areas and Naher-e-Khyam (Nullah) were choked and rainwater, instead of flowing in these drains, had entered in the KPT underpass. The administration said that rainwater still accumulated on streets in the surrounding areas of underpass, while it was clear for traffic.

(The News-4, 19/08/2006)
Railways ruckus

By Noman Ahmed

In just a month’s time, three new trains — Margalla, Marvi and Sindh Express – have been launched by the Pakistan Railways. Even after assuming the charge of the Federal Minister of Railways, it appears that Sheikh Rashid Ahmed hasn’t changed his habits. He makes it a point to appear in any media report with announcements worthy of winning him new accolades. The reduction of fares in economy class, the dualisation of tracks along major corridors, the obtaining of locomotives on rent from India, the preferential launch of new freight transportation services for businessmen and the encouragement for the private sector are a few of the moves contemplated by the energetic federal minister. However, the masses in general and those concerned about the railways in particular, are highly sceptical of the performance of the sector. And they have their reasons. A few days back, a freight rain derailed near southern Sindh. Similar accidents have become a routine thing.


In the recent past, the Pakistan Railways has been severely criticised for the high frequency of serious train accidents. In 2005, three trains collided near the Sarhad Railway Station in the vicinity of Ghotki with fatalities mounting to several hundreds. On January 29, 2006, six rail coaches of the Rawalpindi-bound Lahore Express fell into a ravine near Jehlum killing four people and injuring dozens. The Karakoram Express derailed between Samarsatta/ Kalanchwala railway stations on February 4. Ten coaches fell off the track killing one woman and injuring many others. During the same week, a goods train collided with an object near Hyderabad destroying goods and railway hardware worth millions of rupees. As usual, for all the above cited accidents, orders of inquiries have been issued. What has become increasingly evident is the fact that the railways, which was once an efficient and economical mode of transportation, has reached a near moribund state. For those who spent their entire lives serving this important national department with honesty, professionalism and diligence, it makes a painful reality to accept.


The North Western Railways, which became Pakistan Western Railways after partition in 1947, used to be a profitable enterprise. Spread over 7,600 kilometres, the network effectively connected major cities, towns and regions of West Pakistan. The management, organisation and controls of the department were largely done along professional lines. Most of the senior officers and engineers had obtained training and experience under the British administration. Civil engineering, signals, traffic and commercial cadres, mechanical and electrical engineers, accounts and finance were the key units upon which the railways was built. A railway board was constituted in 1959, which was the highest echelon of management to oversee the organisation’s performance.


The high levels of professionalism, the openness to new ideas and the ability to respond to new challenges enabled the railways acquire high levels of efficiency in most of its functions. Accidents were rare and the level of service was dependable. The rot that ultimately infested the railways began during the decade of the ‘60s. In order to promote road transportation and the role of goods carrier enterprises, the government at the time made deliberate attempts to neglect and discourage the railways. This approach continues to date.


Passengers and goods/freight movement are the two essential ingredients of services delivered by the railways. As per norm, the passenger service is subsidised by surplus revenue earned through goods/freight transportation. The railways had to operate a sizable number of goods trains to maintain financial balance. According to sources in the railways, more than 40 goods trains (20 up and 20 down) used to operate from Karachi to various destinations from 1960s to 1980s. In other words, the railways was playing a key role in the transportation of various kinds of raw material and finished goods, bolstering economic activities across the country. Towards the end of the ‘60s, the government shifted its emphasis to road transportation. This approach intensified during the Zia rule. The National Logistics Cell (NLC) obtained a sizable market share in the transportation of goods in a swift manner, depriving the railways of an important source of revenue. The budget deficit began to rise. According to an ex-railway officer, the number of goods/freight trains was reduced by half in that period. For medium and long distances, the goods transportation by the railways was found to be at least 10 times cheaper than roads/highways. Consequently, it had less diesel consumption leading to lesser requirements for fuel import. Transportation insurance, safety records and handling were few factors that made the railways a logical choice. However, this logic was brushed aside and the government continued to employ the NLC and other options of road transportation for goods. According to an estimate, the government has spent over $1 billion in excess during the past 20 years for choosing the road option in place of the railways.


The frequent wear and tear of roads, the dubious award of road transportation contracts, the high cost of maintenance of road infrastructure and the limited security of cargo were some of the outcomes of the above-mentioned approach. Due to the under utilization of its infrastructure and other reasons, the railways is currently burdened with a budget deficit of over Rs7 billions. Besides, successive ministers have launched new fast trains without coming up with proper feasibilities. Most of such ventures become financial drags over a period of time.


Most of the railway stations in Pakistan are in a very poor state. Some of the essential facilities are non-existent there. Barring a few stations, building facilities are also in a run-down condition. The budget deficit does not allow the railways authorities to undertake any mass scale facilities/hardware revitalisation programme. Unfortunately, such loopholes only receive attention after a major accident happens. The accident at the Sarhad Railways Station in 2005 is an example. It is disappointing to note that despite the president’s personal instructions, inquiry reports haven’t achieved anything substantial.


There may have been multiple reasons for that tragic accident. Unless the department is made to identify the mistakes and learn from it, little good can be expected. Engine drivers receive a meagre salary in comparison to the enormous responsibility that they are made to shoulder. In yesteryear, drivers were paid even more than the gazetted officers to ensure quality service. By provision of other facilities such as housing, education for children, social welfare, healthcare and the post-retirement benefits, the employees in general and drivers in particular were made to concentrate on their jobs. With the passage of time, these facilities have disappeared with a direct effect on the level of service. Railway bridges are in need of repair. Tracks need a continuous monitoring system, especially the devices which can help forewarn any act of sabotage. The existing tracks are over-burdened and over-used. When the British were laying down the system about one and a half century ago, they kept the provision of increasing the tracks from two to four. Correspondingly, adequate land was allocated for the purpose along major alignments. Due to encroachments, especially along dense urban areas, PR is finding it difficult to initiate any track doubling programme.


Massive but targeted reforms are required to lift the level of PR’s performance, credibility and image. The foremost issue pertains to the political will for carrying out reforms. Unless a full scale and an objective approach are developed, cosmetic renderings would hardly yield any results. This aspect is difficult to ascertain as the current regime appears to be inclined to auction railway lands. These lands had been reserved for operational needs of the system. At a time when land assets are already diminishing, the sell-off shall tantamount to curtailing the scale of the railways in the future. This matter needs a public debate. It may also be taken to the Council of Common Interests (CCI) due to its sensitive nature.


Transparency in all aspects of performance is another important issue. Preliminary investigations into the accidents of Karakoram and Lahore Express trains point out towards the inappropriateness of imported carriages. PR has a carriage factory and a locomotive manufacturing facility. It requires stocktaking and proper up-gradation. In the ‘70s, several sensible solutions to the problem were given by some European consultants. However, no heed was paid to their recommendations. It is shameful to note that only the Khanewal-Lahore sector has the facility of electricity powered locomotives. In the span of 58 years, no big feat was achieved in technology.

(By Noman Ahmed, Dawn-The Magazine-3, 20/08/2006)

Inordinate delay in bridge reconstruction

SIALKOT, Aug 21: A small bridge over the river Tavi has not been reconstructed by the departments concerned for the last over one year despite Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi’s orders to the effect.

The all-important communication channel near Khobey Chak at Bajwat had collapsed during the flood in the Tavi in July 2005 and ever since Bajwat’s 85 border-area villages along the Sialkot Working Boundary have been cut off from the rest of the district.


Immediately after the deluge, the chief minister visited the affected areas and announced that the collapsed bridge would immediately be reconstructed. The irrigation and highway departments — the executing agencies of the project — have however yet to start work.

The situation has become all the more difficult for the villagers because the belly bridge over the river Tavi which used to serve as an alternative route to other parts of the district too had been collapsed. The people are at the mercy of boatmen who charge arbitrarily high fares for crossing over the river.


The affected people have protested many a time against the negligence of the authorities concerned, citing political wrangling among the local big shots as the reason for the delay. The area falls in the electoral constituency (NA-111, Sialkot II) of National Assembly Speaker Chaudhry Ameer Husain.


Expressing grave concern over inordinate delay in the reconstruction of the bridge, councillors Muhammad Shafi and Ghulam Husain told newsmen that the local people had been suffering on account of being away from work.

(By Abid Mehdi, Dawn-4, 22/08/2006)

Situation in Clifton worsening

KARACHI, Aug 21: Bumper-to-bumper traffic continued to clog the roads and streets in the flooded neighbourhoods of Defence and Clifton on Monday piling misery upon the motorists and residents.

While the Clifton Flyover remained closed for vehicular traffic due to the ongoing work on the main drain in front of Karachi Club and Khayaban-i-Iqbal (Clifton Road), traffic backed up for miles on Mai Kulachi road and was heavy along the Korangi Road which connect the two vicinities.

The sealing off of the entry and exit points of Khayaban-i-Jami and Khyaban-i-Iqbal, which cross each other at the Schon Circle, had already led to severe traffic jams in the area.


As the sideways, lanes and streets remained choked with vehicles, the traffic police could do little to streamline the vehicular flow on the available entrances and exits. Meanwhile, cars kept going on wrong side of roads and streets turning the situation to worse.

The recent monsoon light to moderate rains exposed the limitations of grossly inadequate and ill-maintained drainage network in the city leaving many residential colonies flooded and turning a number of roads and streets into lakes.


Khayaban-i-Iqbal, better known as Clifton Road, remained submerged in knee-deep water for the fifth consecutive day and many cars continued to stuck.“There was a Clifton Road before the rain and there is a Clifton Road after the rain, but no one knows when the two will finally resemble,” a motorist remarked.

Inundation during the recent rain spells has become a recurring nightmare for residents of Gulshan-i-Faisal, a locality in the salubrious Bath Island, as the streets and lanes submerged in knee-deep water and the rainwater and sewage entered the underground water tanks of various houses.


Over 200 residents, including children and women, staged a demonstration on Monday evening on the main Clifton Road. Standing in the knee-deep water, the protesters chanted slogans against civic agencies.


Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil and Saddar Town nazim visited the inundated locality along with the protesting residents, who were assured by her of all possible steps for draining out stagnant water.


Imran Samad, an affected resident, said that the area people had formed Bath Island Residents Association which organised the demonstration.

Residents from different parts of Defence and Clifton continued to make frantic calls to the offices of Dawn to tell of their miseries. Many complained of traffic jams while the other deplored the civic agencies for “doing nothing to get the areas cleared of stagnant water.


Stinking sewage-mixed rainwater continued to play havoc with the streets and lanes in and around Clifton’s blocks 7 and 8.


Residents of the 23rd Street in Khayaban-i-Badbaan, DHA, said their locality had been inundated since the first spell of monsoon rains on July 30. “We have constantly been reporting the matter to the authorities concerned for the past three weeks, but to no avail,” Ahmed Pirzada, said an irate resident.


Another resident, Maqbool, said the stagnant rainwater was getting more filthy and stinky with each passing day due to the overflowing sewage. “Once supposed to be one of the neatest localities has become the dirtiest one, thanks to our efficient civic agencies,” he remarked.

(Dawn-17, 22/08/2006)

Reckless driving claims four lives

KARACHI: At least, four persons lost their lives in different road accidents in various city parts on Tuesday.

Muhammad Farooq, 55, a resident of Azeem Plaza, Garden, was killed when a speeding vehicle rammed into his motorbike near Al-Asif Square, in Sohrab Goth police jurisdiction. 

Wahid Bukhash, 55, died, while his 25-year-old son, Muhammad Ramzan, suffered injuries, when a vehicle hit them, while they were asleep outside their house, situated in Railway Colony, Pipri, within Bin Qasim police limits.

Zaib-un-Nisa, 50, a widow, and a resident of Muhammadi Ground, Malir, was crushed to death by a vehicle in Malir City police area.

Akbar Brohi, 30, a resident of Gaddap, was crushed under the wheels of a vehicle when he was crossing the Superhighway in Gaddap police precincts.


ELECTROCUTION: Kanwal, a five-year-old daughter of Ghulam Nabi, and a resident of Orangi Town, died of electrocution, when she received an electric shock in Pirabad police precincts.


INJURIES: Altaf Hussain, 40, sustained bullet wounds when he resisted a robbery bid in Gul Muhammad Lane, Lyari. 

Jawaid Baloch, 40, suffered bullet injuries, when unidentified gunmen opened fire upon him on resisting a robbery bid near Habib Bank Chowrangi in SITE police limits. 


ARRESTS: The Anti-Dacoity and Robbery Cell (ADRC), arrested a notorious thief and claimed to have recovered stolen goods worth thousands of rupees from his possession. The arrested accused was identified as Niaz Ahmed.

Meanwhile, the Anti-Car Lifting Cell (ACLC), had arrested six carjackers and claimed to have recovered eight vehicles, including three motorcycles from their possession. The accused were identified as Nizamuddin, Abdul Haq, Khan Muhammad, Fida Hussain, Jawaid and Salamat Ali.

Similarly, the Azizabad police have arrested an accused Sarwar Hussain, for his involvement in making fake educational certificates and claimed to have recovered dozens of fake degrees and certificates from his possession.

(The News-2, 23/08/2006)
Private firm ready to run 100 CNG buses


KARACHI: A private firm, Homeland Transport Company, on Wednesday showed its willingness to run 100 CNG buses in the metropolis, while an American company, Time Square Tower, was also keen to invest in the city. Representatives of Homeland Transport Company, Haji Zahoor Khan, and others called on City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, at his office and said their company is interested in bringing 100 CNG buses on Karachi roads as a pilot project. They said that initially 10 buses would ply the city roads and later, 90 more would be brought. Rehman Jinnah, director of Time Square Tower also called on the city Nazim and said that the firm wanted to invest a huge amount in Karachi. Kamal said on the occasion that the present government was providing facilities to the foreign investors.

(The News-2, 24/08/2006)
Craters make F B Area road impassable

KARACHI, Aug 23: A major road of Federal B’ Area, starting from Aisha Manzil traffic intersection to Yaseenabad bridge, has almost become impassable as numerous deep craters and potholes have developed on it in the wake of recent rains.

The road which serves as a vital link between Gulberg Town and Gulshan-i-Iqbal has been lying in such a dilapidated condition that motorists who take this route often complain of receiving heavy jerks and even injuries.


Its surface has become uneven and has lost bitumen layer at a number of places. It is not only frequently used by those residing in both the towns but most of motorists residing in North Nazimabad, North Karachi, Buffer Zone also prefer this route while going to and from their offices as they usually avoid going towards Ibne Sina Road and Sohrab Goth traffic intersection where three underpasses and a flyover are being constructed.


Motorcyclists and those traveling in rickshaws are the worst sufferers as their vehicles often get dis-balanced while passing the through deep potholes or the worn-out portion of the road.

An elderly person calling from Federal B’ Area complained that it is since Monday that he has been having acute pain in his spinal cord owing to a big jerk which he had received while traveling in a rickshaw on the bartered road, near Mukka Chowk.

The road is, on the one hand, has been lying in a bad shape and, on the other, its footpaths on either sides have been heavily encroached upon by tea stalls, fast food shops, juice and ice-cream parlors, thus compelling the pedestrians to walk on the busy road amidst moving vehicles.


A number of accidents involving pedestrians have already taken place on the road, especially between Aisha Manzil and Bhaijan Chowk as, on the one hand, its both the footpaths have been illegally occupied by the shopkeepers selling food and other items and, on the other, motorists in their bid to have short-cut to Aisha Manzil traffic intersection suddenly appear before vehicular traffic moving towards Mukka Chowk from opposite direction, creating chaotic condition on the road.


During a visit to the road one would see that on the one hand, it has become dangerous for driving owing to its uneven surface, presence of a number of deep potholes and, on the other, its two roundabouts — one near Qarni Hospital and other near Shell petrol pump — which were dug up a couple of months ago for laying pipelines had not been properly filled.

Haphazard parking in front of marriage halls which have sprung up adjacent to a roundabout, near Comprehensive School’s lawn, create hindrance in the smooth flow of traffic proceeding towards Yaseenabad bridge.

(Dawn-19, 24/08/2006)

Downtown may suffer week-long traffic jams

KARACHI, Aug 23: Commuters are set to suffer for at least a week on account of the continuing operation to replace an underground 54-inch-dia sewerage line on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road as the traffic towards Defence and Clifton moved at a snail’s pace throughout the day.


Vehicular traffic moving from Shaheen Complex towards the two affluent neighbourhoods of the city came to a standstill several times on the stretch between PIDC House and Clifton Flyover as the heavy machinery of city government’s repairing team continued to work vigorously round-the-clock on the sewerage line in front of the Karachi Club that had caved in during the current spell of the monsoon rains. The traffic also eased with intervals, but bumper-to-bumper vehicles continued to clog the main road and the streets connecting it throughout the day.


Officials said that it would take about a week to complete the repair work. “The work will complete only if the men and machine continued to work round-the-clock,” they said.

As traffic was heavy along Dr Ziauddin Road, hundreds of vehicles backed up on I. I. Chundrigar Road during peak hours.


People called in question the pace of the replacement work on the damaged sewerage line. “The authorities should put in all efforts to gear up the repair work to save commuters from the constant agony,” a motorist said.

Traffic jams on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road also aggravated situation on the inundated Clifton Road which also remained clogged with a large number of cars.


Due to the work on the sewerage line, a number of vehicles had to divert either to Club Road or M.T. Khan Road at PIDC intersection, which again led to severe traffic jams on the two roads. “I thought to take Mai Kulachi Road to enter Clifton, and I remained stuck on the Queen’s Road for over 45 minutes,” said a resident of Bath Island.

(Dawn-17, 24/08/2006)

Transporters block traffic


KARACHI, Aug 23: Protesting transport workers set on fire two motorcycles of traffic police and ransacked a police kiosk in Shershah on Wednesday. Police said an ASI stopped a minibus and imposed fine for over-crowding. TPO Site said that the driver misbehaved with the ASI. Both the driver and ASI were injured in the brawl.

Due to the law and order situation, traffic remained suspended for over an hour. Area police negotiated with the protesters and cleared the road.


DIES: A schoolteacher who was injured in an accident at University Road on Aug 16, succumbed to injuries at JPMC on Wednesday morning.

Family sources said Fuzia Kareem was crossing the University Road when a speeding vehicle knocked her down.

(Dawn-17, 24/08/2006)

Portion of another road caves in

KARACHI, Aug 24: A minor accident involving a truck and a van occurred, leaving a few people slightly injured when a portion of Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Road caved in on Thursday.

As the truck carrying newsprint was passing through the road, the cargo fell on the van, slightly injuring its occupants.


According to the municipal staff concerned, an underground main sewer was not functioning properly and sewage had been leaking, which weakened the road and it eventually caved in. The civic agency staff is now constructing manholes in the sewer running below the road to keep it fully operational, and the repair work is expected to be completed in a few days.


It also transpired that a plan to replace an old sewer, from Pakistan Chowk to a pumping station behind the PIDC House, has been put into doldrums as permission has been denied for closure of this busy road.

As the project is being delayed, the huge cement pipes put up on the footpath of Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Road from Supreme Court Mosque to the Law College crossroads, are causing problems to pedestrians who are forced to walk on the road.

(Dawn-17, 25/08/2006)

Karachi suffers major traffic jams

KARACHI, Aug 24: Vehicular traffic remained disturbed on various roads and thoroughfares here on Thursday due to traffic diversions as the Muttahida Qaumi Movement staged a protest rally on a busy artery in the downtown.

M.A. Jinnah Road was closed for vehicular movement since noon resulting in traffic load shifting to other roads, including Sharea Faisal and Nishtar Road, which remained crowded till the evening.

The MQM had organised the rally near Tibet Centre on M. A. Jinnah Road to deplore the alleged desecration of holy names and inscriptions by the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal in the national assembly on Wednesday.

As the organisers of the rally blocked all entry points towards M. A. Jinnah Road to facilitate movement of the participants, the traffic police had to close the whole artery to vehicular traffic.


Mere 1,200 traffic police personnel per shift deployed to regulate more than 1.5 million vehicles in the mega city appeared helpless as they miserably failed to manage deluge of vehicles at different diversions resulting in traffic jams at various points.


The worst-affected points were Jail Chowrangi, Teen Hatti, Lasbella, Sharah-i-Liaquat, Saddar and Metropole intersections.

The traffic coming from Liaquatabad on S. M. Taufeeq Road to Jehangir Road already moves at a snail’s pace at Teen Hatti Bridge due to the work on erection of columns, for this section of the Lyari Expressway, in the middle of the bridge. Motorists and commuters faced further problems when traffic police closed Jehangir Road for buses and minibuses to facilitate the rally and diverted heavy vehicles and commercial carriers from Teen Hatti Bridge towards either Jail Chowrangi or Lasbella on Nishtar Road. The vehicles reaching Guru Mandir intersection were diverted towards Shahrah-i-Quaideen or Soldier Bazaar.


Similarly, the traffic arriving at Lasbella Bridge from Nazimabad was diverted towards Garden on Nishtar Road. However, light and private vehicles were allowed to use Jehangir Road and Business Recorder Road up to the diversion at Guru Mandir intersection.


The traffic kept moving at a snail’s pace at both the points as the traffic police failed to stop movement of heavy vehicles among other means of transport. Heavy vehicles are not allowed to ply within the city limits during daytime but their continued movement in violation of the ban added to the miseries of motorists and commuters.

Traffic congestion was also seen in Soldier Bazaar, around Saeed Manzil, Garden, PIB Colony, etc.


It was noticed that a large number of buses, minibuses and coaches was engaged to transport participants of rally from different areas of the city to the venue of the rally. Although, operators of public transport vehicles remained tight-lipped about use of the vehicles for the purpose, people in big numbers were seen waiting for such vehicles at various bus stops as their number appeared remarkably inadequate. Most of those seen plying on roads in the Central part of the city appeared crowded with passengers.

The traffic coming from Tower had been diverted at Shahrah-i-Liaquat towards M.R. Kayani Road and Sharea Faisal. The already crowded roads in the downtown area were bunged up with the additional load due to the diversion at this point. A chaotic situation was witnessed near Metropole Hotel and Fountain Chowk.

(Dawn-17, 25/08/2006)

Marooned on Chundrigar Road


THE failure of civic agencies during the past 59 years in not constructing proper roads, sewerage lines and other such facilities that are taken for granted in most parts of the world has compounded the miseries of the people. To top it all, the police of Karachi failed yet again to take appropriate measures to ensure the flow of traffic resulting in a traffic gridlock on most of the roads, including I.I. Chundrigar Road, the so-called ‘Wall Street’ of Pakistan.


It is quite apparent that the authorities have learnt nothing from past such experiences. The accumulation of water may well have caused the traffic to proceed slowly, it did not have to come to a grinding halt if the police had done their job of regulating traffic and controlling unwieldy motorists. It seems the police are only meant to cater for the so-called VIPs of Pakistan, who are exalted to the highest point when in power and degraded to the lowest point on leaving power. Surely, the police should have worked out emergency plans for addressing these traffic bottlenecks over the years. The police cannot even keep traffic flowing on Chundrigar Road, where they have their head office, not to mention the offices of the State Bank, Karachi Stock Exchange and most of the leading banks, financial institutions and business houses which are core to Pakistan’s economic development. What impression will the much-sought-after foreign business visitors, who visit these institutions, take with them, having undergone the ‘Chundrigar experience’?


Due to criminal negligence these authorities have failed to do their public duty to serve the people and prevent what was clearly an avoidable inconvenience. The dislocation and distress caused to the citizens of Karachi, not to mention the tragic deaths of pedestrians by electrocution, constitute culpable homicide.


As I write this ‘indictment’ of the authorities concerned, sitting marooned in my office unable to drive home, I hope and pray for our coming generations that 59 years from today there will be better civic facilities, better roads, better drainage systems and better regulation of traffic so that no one of that generation will have to write such a letter reflecting the frustration of the citizens of this city.

SAJID ZAHID, Bar-at-Law Karachi

(Dawn-6, 25/08/2006)

Stadium Flyover near completion

KARACHI: The filling process of National Stadium Flyover has been started and all the girders needed for the project are available at the site, whose installation process is at the last stages. According to a press release of the city government, the construction work of ramp on both sides has almost been completed and this work is in progress, without disturbing the flow of traffic. The project, which is being completed with the amount of Rs448 million, would improve the traffic flow across the National Stadium on its completion. This project would hopefully be completed before its time period. Moreover, the work on other projects of Corridor-I is being carried out 24-hours a day. The transformation process of utility lines has already been done in this regard. Most modern technology is being used in these projects and as far as their designing is concerned, they are unique in their kinds.

(The News-3, 25/08/2006)

Revival of Mass Transit Authority approved

ISLAMABAD, Aug 25: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has approved revival of the Mass Transit Authority under the railways ministry to provide quicker, reliable and safer journey to people in big cities.

The decision was taken by the prime minister while presiding over a meeting held at the PM’s House to review the plans to set up rapid mass transit systems in big cities.

The authority will also arrange loans on lenient terms from donor agencies for development of mass transit systems.


Prime Minister Aziz said high growth rate of the population in major cities was causing a strain on the transport system. He said it was adding to congestion on roads, environmental pollution and external costs to the economy and there was an urgent need to plan rail-based mass transit systems in the big cities.

He said the systems would ensure a safe, secure, comfortable, reliable, affordable and environmentally acceptable mode of transportation for people. He said setting up of the systems would lead to creation of jobs, generation of economic and commercial activities and development of state land.


Railway Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed gave a presentation highlighting the traffic problems faced by the big cities and the need for revival of the authority.

(Dawn-3, 26/08/2006)

Flyovers promised at Valika Hospital, Banaras Chowk


KARACHI, Aug 25: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Friday announced construction of flyovers at Banaras Chowk and in front of Valika Hospital with the construction of new roads. The nazim also handed the sewerage and water supply systems of the SITE Town's UC-5 Pathan Clony, Frontier Colony and Bawany Challi to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.


Speaking at a public meeting after inaugurating a pumping station at Bawany Challi, the nazim said the present leadership of the city was making efforts to supply water and provide sewerage system to every house.

He made it clear that the city government would first solve water and sewerage problems and then construct roads so that once these are constructed, these are not uprooted again.”


The nazim said water and sewerage lines do not accrue us any political benefits because these lay buried under the ground and once something is buried, people don't remember them for long.


Still, he said, attention was being paid on water and sewerage problems right from the beginning for their being basic problems of people.


Mustafa Kamal pointed out that ambitious people spend millions to grab coveted posts, but he was previously a minister and now a city nazim, but spent not a single rupee for these offices and, therefore, there is no ground for him to misuse his position.

He said politics has become a business and it is the system of our society. But we are serving people and problems of all areas are being solved without any discrimination.


Mr Kamal said the Haq Parast leadership is serving people without discrimination of caste, colour and creed.

“It is our mission that wherever human beings are settled, their problems should be resolved”, he said, adding “we believe in action”. It was for this reason that when he was told that water was not reaching houses constructed at higher altitude, he has come to inaugurate this project, Mustafa Kamal said.


Site town nazim Izharuddin Ahmed Khan and naib nazim Syed Badshah also spoke.

The pumping station is set up with a cost of Rs3.5 million and will help boost water to those localities of Bawani Chali, Pathan Colony and Frontier Colony which are located higher altitude.


Meanwhile, Mustafa Kamal on Friday directed all EDOs to gear-up the pace of work on uplift projects in the city and ensure their completion before Ramazan.


Addressing a meeting of EDOs, Mr Kamal asked them not to start work on new projects before Eidul Fitr and complete work on the ongoing projects a day before Ramazan wherever possible.

He called for special measures to be taken in advance to control prices of the items of daily use during the holy month, adding that ‘Sasta Bazaar’ also be set up at seven locations of the city where such items be made available to consumers after bring brought directly from mills.

He strictly directed the EDOs to take immediate action against ‘ghost’ employees. For the purpose, he said, release of salaries for the staff not attending to their duties be stopped in the first phase, and their appointments be cancelled after fulfilling all legal requirements in second phase.


The meeting was told that action was being taken against 136 malaria coolies of the CDGK’s health department who had not participated in physical verification. A special committee, formed by the city nazim and comprising EDOs of finance, health and HRM was taking action against them.

(Dawn-17, 26/08/2006)

Revival of entire KCR network inevitable


KARACHI, Aug 25: Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui has described revival of the entire Karachi Circular Railway network inevitable to overcome growing traffic problems.

He appreciated the prime minister’s decision of reviving the National Mass Transit Authority (NMTA) for streamlining the transport system on modern lines in eight major cities of Pakistan, including Karachi.


Talking to APP on his arrival here after attending the meeting of NMTA in Islamabad, Mr Siddiqui said that the NTMA had decided to operate circular railway, mono rail, tramway and light rail in eight big cities -- Karachi, Hyderabad, Faisalabad, Multan, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad and Quetta – besides laying a separate track for circular railway in Karachi, between City Station to Drig Road.


In reply to a question, the minister said that both the governor and chief minister of Sindh had approved the Karachi Urban Transport Service (KUTS) and steps were being taken for registration of the same.

He said the entire circular railway system would be a computerised one as the present government was keen to see success of this system, to be run on a permanent basis.


Under the new system, he pointed out, the KCR’s operational scope would be expanded to Surjani, North Karachi, Jinnah Terminal, Gizri, Defence, Port Qasim and other new areas for which investment offers had been received from Germany, Japan and other countries.


One of the interested firms, JAICA, had offered an investment of $827 million, he said, adding that feasibility study had been completed whereby the company would complete this project in three phases. In the first phase, the network would be laid between City Station and Nazimabad, in the second phase between Nazimabad and Drig Road, and in the final phase the network would be expanded to airport and certain other areas.

The project also envisages reconstruction of KCR tracks, signals, stations and commercial centres as per the modern day requirements. For this purpose, Japan will extend a 30-year soft loan facility at 0.4 per cent mark-up, including a 10 year grace period.


In reply to another question, the transport minister pointed out that circular railway was again assuming importance as an alternative means of transport in this city of 15 million souls. He said the situation arising out of the recent rains was a testimony as a large number of people travelled through KCR due to the crippled road communication system.


Mr Siddiqui said that at present, there were more than 1.6 million vehicles plying on 8,500-km-long roads in city every day.


People had to spend hours to reach from one place to the other owing to the congestion and the only solution to this problem was a circular railway system.


It may be mentioned here that Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had inaugurated the partially revived KCR network in March 2005 after eight years of complete closure. In the first phase, trains were operated between City Station and Landhi and the service was later extended up to Wazir Mansion at the one end and to Dhabeji at the other. Some 5,000 to 6,000 people travel through the revived service every day.

(Dawn-17, 26/08/2006)

Rail traffic from Karachi restored


KARACHI, Aug 26: Railway traffic from Karachi, which was suspended after the collapse of the Ran Pathani bridge, was fully restored on Friday evening. Operation of trains from the Karachi station was started after a second alternative diversion was commissioned.


The Karakorum Express was the first train to pass through the up-diversion, followed by Tezgam, Karachi Express and other trains.


Till Thursday, 12 express trains were being operated from Karachi, nine from Hyderabad and two from Kotri and so was the down traffic.


Now all mail, express and passenger trains are originating from Karachi, divisional superintendent Mir Mohammad Khaskheli told APP on Saturday.

He said the railways had also made special arrangements to move out goods’ trains stranded in Karachi. He said that before the collapse of the bridge, eight freight trains were being operated from Karachi, which had come to a standstill after the incident.


Mr Khaskheli said that during the single-line working, four to five freight trains had been moved out and now with the commissioning of the second track, their frequency was being doubled.

Answering a question, he said trains from Karachi were operating as per schedule. He said delay of down trains had also been reduced considerably.

He said the Frontier Works Organisation had started construction of a new Ran Pathani bridge, which was expected to be completed in three to four months.

(Dawn-4, 27/08/2006)

Ditches on Dr Ziauddin Road

KARACHI: Digging work by the city government on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road is adding to the headaches of motorists in the city. The road has been dug up at three points, from Jinnah Court to Shaheen Complex intersection. 

The longest ditch on this road is around 30-feet long and around 8-feet deep. Another ditch is around 12-feet deep and long. This ditch is filled with sewerage water. 


A little farther from this point, a box sewer has been constructed on the road. The ditch around this could also not be filled so far. The authorities concerned have put the debris of the ditches on one side of the road and the traffic police have been deployed here for diverting the traffic. 


The traffic police have put some barriers on the road as well as part of safety measures for vehicles. An official of the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board said that the sewerage line of the board had been blocked. 


This sewerage line starts from Kharadar, runs through I I Chundrigar Road and ends at State Life Building No 9 where the Clifton Pumping Station of the board is situated. 


He said the road was dug to remove the blockage of the sewerage line. He said that two access points would be constructed on the road. He said the operation of clearing the sewerage line would be completed in four or five days. He did not say how long it would take to fill the ditches or clear the road.

(The News-5, 27/08/2006)
Off-track dangers

The infrastructure that the Pakistan Railways relies on for its services is so outdated that it cannot even withstand a heavy downpour. It’s time the authorities took steps to ensure the safety of rail passengers


The recent crisis caused by the submerging of a bridge in district Thatta between Ran Pathani and Dhabeji railway stations has once again highlighted the fact how vulnerable our railway network is. On July 30, 2006 the port city of Karachi remained cut-off from the rest of the country for six days because of the suspension of the country’s rail traffic. After some days the link was only partially restored when diversions were created by railway authorities, thanks to the timely help by the army enabling the railways to prepare diversions near the bridge. It would have been difficult to lay an alternate track given the location of the area.


However, the railway authorities once again found themselves in troubled waters after trains’ operation came to a halt one more time on August 13 because of the heavy downpour that washed away both alternative tracks between Ran Pathani and Dhabeji railway stations. Luckily, no train was running when the bridge collapsed as four of its spans at the Ganger Railway Bridge had washed away on July 30 between the two stations, 100kms away from Hyderabad. The railway authorities had no option but to suspend the entire operation of up and down trains to and from Karachi’s cantonment railway station. Afterwards, on July 31 the railways decided to run up and down country trains from Hyderabad.


The crisis has so far proved to be a serious one not only for passengers but for railways officials too as they have failed to handle the situation properly. Rowdy scenes became a common sight for several days and chaotic conditions prevailed as passengers turned violent at the Karachi cantonment and other railway stations after officials were found indecisive whether or not to give a full refund of tickets to travellers until senior officers ordered the same. Up-country passengers continued to face difficulties at Karachi, Hyderabad and other railway stations as they were being shifted to and brought from Karachi through buses. Trains’ departure and arrival was delayed for several hours from Hyderabad because only a few trains could be halted at four platforms of the junction which again became the terminating and originating point for trains.


The situation could have been easily tackled had the railways’ reservation staff, booking officials and station superintendents, instead of giving rude replies, been courteous and tactful while dealing with passengers, including women and children who spent a sleepless nights on the first day of the crisis on the station’s platforms. “You better ask that TV network as to when the situation will become normal and do not put us in trouble,” said a railway official when a passenger tried to seek relevant information.


“Instead of realising our predicament, railway officials are insulting us and we have become a laughing stock for them,” said Javed Akhtar, a passenger who had arrived from Karachi to board the Hazara Express but it had left by then. “Nobody is telling me how I should travel up to Lahore and on which train,” he complained.


Most passengers’ only major complaint was that railway officials did not behave properly while providing information to them. Defending themselves, low ranking officials said they’re not briefed about the correct situation by their seniors so they themselves were at sea.

“I am seeking a refund of Rs19,120 since 10am but railway officials say that payment has been deposited in the bank and it needs a legal procedure, requiring permission of the authority concerned, to draw cash,” said Rasheed Ahmed who could not board the Karakoram Express on July 30.


Another passenger Fayyaz Ahmed had this to say: “I arrived here with my family from Karachi as I was told by officials that the Awami Express was scheduled for Lahore. We left Karachi at 10am and reached here at 2.30pm, but the train has already left. Now we have been asked to wait for another train.”


To some extent passengers were facilitated after a team of officials from Karachi led by Anzer Ismail Rizvi, deputy divisional superintendent railways Karachi division, arrived in Hyderabad on August 2 to take care of the situation. Food was arranged for travellers and information centres were set-up. Buses were arranged for shifting the passengers from up-country to Karachi. Since the Hyderabad railway station does not have a proper washing line for bogies, railway officials – those who handle the mechanical side – were concerned about maintenance of the trains that terminate in Hyderabad after a long journey and then leave back after a brief interval. “We cannot delay trains’ departure, therefore trains are being asked to stay hardly for one hour which is against the normal duration of three to four hours. That’s why proper cleanliness and maintenance are not taking place. We are just checking necessary prerequisites to ensure safe journey,” said an official.


There are hundreds of railway bridges in Pakistan which were built a century ago. Apparently since the British left the subcontinent, such an important infrastructure has not received proper attention. This fact has been accepted by the newly appointed Railways Minister, Sheikh Rasheed, as he has vowed to get all the 100-year-old bridges repaired. He has ordered a probe into the incident as well. In the recent past, no funds seemed to have been spent on the upkeep of bridge-related infrastructure although announcements have been made for rehabilitating the Karachi-Khanewal railway track.


“I am witnessing such a crisis for the first time in my life and I pray to Almighty Allah not to put us in such a trouble again because we are not capable of handling such a situation efficiently,” commented a senior railway officer. “You cannot imagine the logistical nightmare we had to face for shifting different material to ensure diversions on the affected bridge,” he said.


The Kotri Railway Bridge over the River Indus, for instance, is an important installation even from the defence point of view; but no one has ever seen any refurbishment process being executed by the railways. On the contrary, the Pakistan Railways under a policy levied toll tax on vehicles passing through this bridge. However, its recovery was suspended by the Sindh High Court, Hyderabad circuit bench, on August 16 till 30th of the current month and the divisional superintendent railways Karachi has been asked to appear personally before it after it was questioned during public interest litigation.


As far as the present incident is concerned, the Thatta civil administration failed to keep vigil over the smuggling of gravel and sand from the area near the bridge by a mafia which operates from Malir to Thatta. A former district police officer of Thatta had curbed it to a great extent, but after he left the mafia again became active. The removal of sand around railway bridges weakened their spans which couldn’t later on withstand the onslaught of torrential rains.


The present rail link’s suspension has not only caused insurmountable difficulties for passengers, but has also led to a huge monetary loss to the railways in terms of non-transportation of goods of its various clients through goods trains. The PR is reported to have incurred losses to the tune of Rs15 to Rs20 million per day during the crisis. According to an estimate, 20 freight trains that were to deliver consignments could not be loaded with goods from the port.


According to Anzer Rizvi, the railways had to give a refund of Rs3.5 million in Karachi to the travellers who got their tickets cancelled while Rs6 million were refunded in Hyderabad; whereas Rs2 million were paid to transporters for shifting around 19,000 passengers to Karachi through 304 buses. The PR loaded around 500 to 600 goods wagons from the port for up-country transportation, but it was reduced to just 50 to 60 wagons a day and that too were not transported. “We bore monetary losses of Rs15 to Rs20 million per day for failing to transport goods from the Karachi port to dry ports in up-country. Parties usually prefer the railways because its freight wagons transports maximum weight compared to the transportation through trucks. Each railway wagon carries 2,000 tons of goods,” he said.


Arguably, the railways still remains an affordable means of transportation for a large population in our county, given the poor economic conditions of the people. Not only the middle class, but people from the upper stratum of society also travel by train. Trade-related activities are dependent on the Pakistan Railways too. While any network problem or incident in any other department affects only a particular section of society, any mishap of the present kind strikes a severe blow to the people from all sections of society, causing monetary losses to the country’s economy.


Railway officials say that in 1973 the share of the Pakistan Railways in the transportation sector was reduced. Prior to that, it used to be around 70 per cent. After 1999 the present government started paying attention to the railways to improve its functioning. “The rehabilitation work on the 700-km Karachi-Khanpur railway track continues while dual carriage is being laid on the Lodhran-Shershah section,” said an official but stressed the need for large-scale development work because the department has received a lesser share in terms of development between 1973 and 2000. “The bridges which are 150 years old in some cases are not getting due attention,” he claimed. According to him, the outgoing federal railways minister had reduced the number of bridge-maintenance staff.

(By M.H.Khan, Dawn-Magazine-3, 27/08/2006)

Craters that cause traffic nightmares

KARACHI: The digging of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road near the Clifton Bridge and also the craters dug up by the CDGK near Cantonment station are stuff that traffic nightmares are made of.

To add to the problems, the digging work at this point has been stopped for the last couple of days, adding to the uncertainty of the situation. This is very lengthy and deep ditch, which has been dug here for removing the blockage of sewerage line but it has now been left unattended. 


One of the traffic police constables who are deputed here for streamlining traffic told The News that during the digging work, the traffic police had to go through under nerve breaking pressure at this point. He said during that period the traffic police had to stop the traffic of side for very long time so that other side traffic could pass through. “Since the digging operation is no more in operation our burden has lessened,” he added. 


Maulvi Tameezuddin Khan (MT Khan) Road is also facing traffic hurdles due to ongoing carpeting work. The reconstruction work is being done at the road during the last many months, which was stopped during the rain spell in the metropolitan city. 


Traffic police constable Muhammad Riaz said that traffic on the road is passing through on the single track due to the reconstruction work. He said long vehicles also pass through the road which unload containers at the warehouses of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) which are situated along this road. Muhammad Riaz said often traffic jams occur when such vehicles take turn toward the warehouse area.

(The News-3, 28/08/2006)
Six die in fatal accidents

KARACHI: A young man was killed while five people lost their lives in different incidents on Sunday. Abu-Mast, 26, a minibus driver by profession, and a resident of Nusrat Bhutto Colony, was killed when gunmen opened fire upon him in Manghopir police jurisdiction. The area police said that the deceased hailed from Kohat and was residing in Karachi. They opined that the murder might be a result of personal enmity. 


Meanwhile, Qamar Abbas, 50, a shopkeeper, and a resident of Soldier Bazaar locality was shot dead by two gunmen in Machchi Miyani Market within Kharadar police limits. 


ACCIDENTS: Masoom Shah, 49, a wireless operator in police and a resident of Jamshed Quarters police-lines, was crushed to death by a recklessly driven car near Al-Mashriq Centre, while he was crossing the Sir Shah Suleman Road in New Town police precincts.

A pedestrian was killed when a coach ran over him near Momin Hotel, while he was crossing the Maripur Road in Kalri police vicinity. The deceased was identified as Ehsan, 25, a labourer by profession and a resident of Banaras Colony. 


SUCCUMBS TO INJURIES: Rifaqat Shah, 22, a labourer, who was admitted in the hospital with burns wounds, breathed his last on Sunday. 

Similarly, a young man, who suffered bullet wounds on his skull on Saturday, breathed his last on Sunday. 

The deceased was identified as Zeeshan, 22, a resident of Korangi area.

(The News-2, 28/08/2006)
Intercity bus service remains suspended

KARACHI, Aug 28: The intercity bus service from Karachi to Balochistan remained completely suspended and many local transport operators kept their vehicles off the road due to deteriorating law and order situation.

The backlash of the killing of Nawab Akbar Bugti in Balochistan seriously affected the transport system in Sindh and Balochistan.

“We suspended the intercity bus service for Balochistan on Sunday and will not resume it until the law and order improves”, said Chairman, Karachi Bus Owners Association, Malik Ahmed.

Intending passengers, who had paid in advance to reserve their seats, demanded refund from intercity bus operators after the suspension of the service. “We have no choice but to refund the tickets”, he added.


Malik Ahmed said the trouble on Hub River Road and areas in Lyari besides the law and order in Balochistan did not prompt transporter to continue their business. About resumption to the service, he said it depended on law and order situation.

Besides, the railway authorities said the Bolan Express and Balochistan Express terminated at Sibi instead of their designated destination of Quetta due to the law and order situation. They said the ticket amount was being refunded to those who have asked for it. They said the service would remain terminated at Sibi till the railway authorities take a decision.

(Dawn-19, 29/08/2006)

Illegal bus terminus on varsity road

KARACHI, Aug 28: Frequent movement of jumbo-sized upcountry bound buses on University Road has become a permanent source of traffic blockade where an unauthorized terminus exists.

Besides, people living in the vicinity often remain perturbed owing to use of pressure horns by drivers of buses and unhygienic conditions prevailing all around the terminus.


As drivers of buses keep on shuttling their vehicles from one place to another, three lanes of the road remain blocked for motorists proceeding towards Jail traffic intersection from Hassan Square.


Such a situation often results in chaotic conditions, particularly during morning peak hours when school-vans and people going to offices remain stuck for around 10 to 15 minutes.

A visit to the locality shows that buses often remain parked on at least one lane of the road as well as on a roadside storm-water drain, leaving hardly two lanes for the flow of traffic.


As most of the bus operators have set up their booking offices in the shops of a nearby multi-storey residential building, they have also put up tables and chairs on footpath, thus compelling the pedestrians and passersby to walk on the road in a zia-zag manner amid moving vehicular traffic.

The nearby storm-water drain where most of the buses remain parked often gets choked, and filthy water coming out from it has not only caused extensive damage to a portion of the road but unhygienic conditions make people sick.


People residing in the vicinity attribute the cause of chocking of the storm-water drain to dumping of oily and greasy material by mechanics who undertake repair of buses on the spot. 

They demanded of the city Nazim to direct the officials concerned to expedite the work of the inter-city bus terminals being set up on the three highways so that all the upcountry bound bus terminals presently existing in the city are shifted there.

(Dawn-18, 29/08/2006)

Railway priorities


IT has been rightly emphasised in your editorial ‘Railway priorities’ (Aug 17) that as a priority number one we need to convert the existing system of railways into an efficient, safe, comfortable, economical and convenient organisation before going for any new train.

The plan approved by the Islamic Development Bank to lend $39 million to the Pakistan Railways for putting up overall better services (‘PR launches modernisation programme’, Aug 20) for modernising the fleet is a step towards the right direction.


However, after collapse recently of Ran Pathani, an age-old railway bridge, the communication link of Karachi with the rest of the country has been immobilised which, as a consequence, not only exposed the commuters to unbearable miseries but also brought the fragility of railways infrastructure to the open.

The railway system of the subcontinent, which was developed by the government of the East India Company, was a great feat for all times. In Sindh, initially, an agreement was entered into by a company — which was later named as the Sindh Railway Company — with the East India Company in 1855 to construct 106 miles of rail line to connect the towns of Karachi and Kotri.


John Brunton, chief resident engineer of East India Railway Company, was appointed to supervise construction of the line. This track was completed and opened up for traffic in 1861. While laying track, in spite of avoiding many waterways, the total number of bridges, small and big, and culverts constructed was 186. The principal bridges (including Ran Pathani) that were built alone were 19.


Subsequently, in order to connect Karachi with upper Sindh and then Punjab, besides many small and big bridges, two huge bridges of iron-work, the real triumph of ingenuity and skill, were erected on the River Indus: one at Kotri (1900) and another, Lansdowne Bridge, at Sukkur (1888).

In order to run this huge organisation productively and effectively, vast yards and engineering workshops were established in every big city. A capable administration was evolved and for every important station facilities such as residential quarters, hospitals, high-quality schools and clubs for employees were also set up on railway estate land acquired from the state to run the self-contained organisation efficiently.


Now, with the passage of time, on account of negligence once a best system of the world has been thoroughly crippled as has been rightly pointed by Mr Noman Ahmed in his article ‘Railways ruckus” (Dawn, Magazine, Aug 20).

In order to save the railways from such disasters, not only the existing system requires overhaul and renovation but what is more vital is to save the extremely old infrastructure from crumbling. The authorities concerned are requested that before any such incident occurs again, they should employ squads of experienced and efficient engineers to examine each and every bridge and culvert through which trains pass as these crucial links have outlived their lives long ago and hence require immediate repair and maintenance.


ALTAMASH M. KURESHI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 29/08/2006)

Commuters suffer due to shortage of UTS buses

KARACHI, Aug 29: Commuters are facing transport problem owing to considerable decrease in the number of buses being run under the Urban Transport Scheme.

The commuters are now made to suffer and wait for buses for a long duration owing to reduced frequency of buses, especially on routes 11, 12, 13, 8, 34, 3, 4 and 35.


Interviews with commuters revealed that the buses on various routes, which earlier used to be available after every five minutes, were now available after 20 to 30 minutes. Owing to the decreasing number of UTS buses, people have to waste their time in waiting at shelterless bus stops. On a number of routes, commuters complained of overcharging, delays in journey, rude behaviour of conductors and poor condition of overcrowded buses.


Seats, bulbs and handles in a number of buses need repairs and replacement but the owners are least concerned with the agony of commuters.


According to a bus passenger, he luckily saved his life while attempting to board a UTS-12 bus on Malir-Tower route. He said that the bus was not moving too fast when he tried to catch the bus. As he put his hand on a handle of the door, it was in his hand, he added.


Commuters say that UTS-13 buses on Malir-Orangi route are available after every half an hour. Similarly, people have to wait for 10 to 12 minutes to catch UTS-12 buses. The situation is not different on UTS route numbers 11, 34, 3 and 4.

This on the one hand causes resentment among commuters and on the other results in overcrowding.

The poor service of minibuses and coaches is also one of the factors responsible for the overcrowded UTS buses.

They have demanded of the government to bring some revolutionary changes to the UTS system so that people could heave a sigh of relief.

(Dawn-18, 30/08/2006)

Bike production to hit 800,000 this year

KARACHI: The number of motorcycle manufacturers in the country has reached 50 as majority of the local producers have acquired Chinese technology and are expected to produce 800,000 bikes by December 2006.

A top official said that the government offered manufacturing licences in May 2006 but there were still several players, with both local and foreign investments, waiting to get a nod from the authority concerned.

“A meeting of our body was held before the federal budget 2006-07 in which licences were awarded to the interested parties, which increased the number of local motorcycle manufacturers to 50,” said Imtiaz Rastgar, Chief Executive Officer of Engineering Development Board (EDB).


“Since the announcement of budget we have not yet issued a single licence, but our policy is to expand the local market for both local and international players in a bid to increase competition and enhance quality.”

He said less than half a dozen motorcycle manufacturers were operating with Japanese technology as most of the new entrants preferred to adopt Chinese techniques of motorcycle production.

“Now those manufacturers with Japanese technology are planning to expand their production capacity to compete in the market,” said Rastgar.


The country’s motorcycle production industry started witnessing phenomenal growth some three years ago, when several local assemblers acquired Chinese technology with most of the production units set up in different industrial estates of Punjab.


By the end of 2005, some 35 assemblers were producing different categories of motorbikes in different industrial estates. Pak Hero Industries, Atlas Honda, Pakistan Cycle Industrial Co-operative Society Limited, Saigols Qingqi Motors Limited, Excel Industries, New Asia Automobiles, United Sales, Blue Star Automobile, Pacific Motor Company Limited, HKF Engineering (Pvt) Limited, Sazgar Engineering Works Limited, Star Asia and Zxmco Pakistan enjoyed the major market share by the end of last calendar year.


Similarly, Suzuki Motorcycle Pakistan Limited, Dawood Yamaha Limited, Dewan Motorcycles Limited, Ahmed Automobile Company, NJ Auto Industries, Sitara Auto Impex and AB Engineering also designed plans to produce different-styled motorbikes last year.


The EDB chief said there were several other players who were interested in investing in the country’s auto industry and they would enter the market by the end of current financial year.

He said increase in Chinese motorcycle brands had pushed the Japanese assemblers to increase their interests in Pakistan and plan fresh investment strategy for the country.

“It is our market expansion policy, which encouraged Honda Atlas to set up a new motorcycle assembly plant in Lahore to meet growing demand,” added Rastgar.


Like Honda, he said, other foreign manufactures of motorcycles in Pakistan would also increase their capacity in the days to come.

Honda a few months ago set up a new $39.13 million motorcycle production plant in Lahore. The new plant would increase company’s combined annual production to 500,000 motorcycles from the current 400,000 motorcycles.


In 2005-06 total seven foreign assemblers managed to sell 516,640 pieces of the product compared to 417,066 sold out in 2004-05. The assemblers produced total 520,124 motorcycles during 2005-06 compared to 416,189 manufactured in 2004-05.

(By Imran Ayub, The News-17, 30/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER

Virtues of pedestrian facilitation


RECENT rains had a strong impact on the routine urban life in Karachi. The most visible was the complete breakdown of transportation network. Flooding of major and minor roads due to rain and sewage water caused break down of passenger cars and other vehicles. Over-congestion due to chaotic mobility patterns caused long standing traffic jams.


Mobility of common people was constrained to such an extent that, on many corridors, vehicle movement came to a complete halt. The only way people could move was by walking. A survey of various city streets showed that the footpaths were broken down, encroached upon, ill-maintained or entirely non-existent. The people had to rough it out to reach their respective destinations. They were generally complaining that if government agencies cannot build technically sound roads, it can at least keep provision for safe pedestrian movement all across the city.


City development work in Karachi is generally disregarding the pedestrian movement. Whereas the emphasis remains on developing signal-free roads, pedestrian crossings are nowhere to be found. The middle class and the rich, who move in fast whizzing automobiles, are given enormous preference in development priorities.


The poor and lower-income groups are under constant danger of being hurt while attempting to cross the streets or walk at the edges. This amounts to a grave social injustice which is dividing our society.


The city district government of Karachi must respond to this issue without any delay by preparing/revising the planning standards of roads/streets, project design and execution mechanisms. If injustice persists without any relief, we may slowly end up in an urban crisis nobody would be able to resolve.


DR NOMAN AHMED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 01/09/2006)

More pedestrian bridges in DHA

KARACHI: The outgoing Administrator of Defence Housing Authority (DHA), Brig Maqsood Hussain, has said that the DHA has planned to construct more pedestrian bridges in commercial areas for the comfort of general public.


While talking to journalists after the inauguration ceremony of the pedestrian bridge at Kalapul on main Korangi Road, he observed that the DHA would construct more pedestrian bridges at Old Submarine Chowk and Tauheed Commercial Area, which were considered congested areas of the DHA, so that people could cross the road easily.

He said the idea of constructing pedestrian bridges was conceived when Korangi Road was being constructed. The administrator DHA said that speedy flow of vehicular traffic on the road was creating problems for the pedestrians to cross the road.


Four such bridges have been constructed on Korangi Road to avoid accidents,î he apprised. He said the DHA had not spent any money on this project and it was sponsored by Shalimar Communication. He appreciated the quality of work on the pedestrian bridges.


Earlier, Eng Abdul Mateen of National Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK), the company which designed the bridges, said on the occasion that such bridges are first of their kind in Pakistan. Colonel Abdul Majeed Shahid and Chief Executive of Shalimar Communications also addressed the gathering.

(The News-4, 01/09/2006)
Commuters suffer at the hands of transporters: Malir-Korangi route

KARACHI, Sept 1: The transport and communications department of the city government and the Sindh Transport Department have miserably failed to enforce discipline among transporters operating between Malir and Landhi-Korangi.


Although the residents of the area have been facing transport problem for a long time, the city government is yet to operate a new and comfortable route between Landhi-Korangi and Malir. They have been time and again asking the authorities concerned to introduce some more routes and to discontinue the old routes being monopolised by the KL-F-1 and KL-1 operators due to their continuous violations of rules and regulations.

They are only minting money from commuters and are not coming up to their requirements, said a resident of Malir who travels daily up to Korangi from these buses.


He said that he had no other choice but to travel by these buses, which from the starting point of the journey straight away refuse to go to Korangi. Explaining, he said, these transporters earned more in case of short distances as the commuters vacated these seats after every two to three stops, but in the case of long distances, the seat remained occupied by a single person. So they never encourage commuters to travel by a direct bus, he added saying that this is a cause for concern among a majority of the commuters who want to travel up to Korangi from Malir or vice versa.


Inquiries revealed that although old and rickety wagons are being operated here, there is no check from the officials concerned and the transporters get the route permits renewed after greasing the palms of the officials concerned.


A large number of vehicles are running without route permits after obliging personnel of the traffic police, who allow these transporters to continue to flout routes. The traffic hounds even do not take action against the transporters playing cassettes, and asking women to sit by the driver’s seat.


Moreover, in a wagon of 12 seats, at least 20 commuters are forced to sit or hang on the dash board. At least three women are made to sit with the driver, thus making it difficult for the driver to shift gears on one hand and on the other develops a feeling of uneasiness among the women passengers.

Another four on an ordinary seat made on the place where engines of these vehicles exist, and another three on the seat just behind the driver.


How it is happening in a metropolitan city and in an Islamic Republic where representation of women in assemblies is increasing, remarked an old woman.


Inquiries further revealed that most of the women traveling with their children are denied travel rights by the conductors and drivers, and often altercations take place over the issue of fares as they indulge in overcharging.

A number of transporters do not complete their full journey up to Korangi and start the return journey from whatever place they like.


Owing to bad condition of vehicles, especially of yellow wagons, passengers suffer the most and a number of people have received minor injuries during travel in these buses as there is no check on the condition of buses, and as old as 30-years-old buses are being operated on F-1, KL and KL-1 route.


Landhi-Korangi bound commuters traveling by F-1 and KL, KL-1 yellow wagons, operating from Malir, Saudabad, Khokhrapar complained about gross violation of rules by these buses which cause ultimate sufferings to them.

They said that commuters who wanted to travel to Landhi-Korangi from Malir or vice versa faced immense problems owing to bad condition of vehicles, continuous playing of cassette-recorders, overcharging, incomplete journey, and drivers and conductors misbehavior with people.


A large number of LPG-operated buses are continuously being allowed by the transport department. Besides posing threat to the health of the masses, LPG’s sickening odour further adds to the miseries of the commuters.

The residents of Malir, Landhi and Korangi have demanded introduction of large comfortable buses on the route so that they can heave a sigh of relief.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-18, 02/09/2006)

Dealers told to remove cars from pavements

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the owners of car showrooms to move their vehicles parked on roadsides and footpaths before the holy month of Ramazan to ensure smooth flow of traffic and relief to the pedestrians.

“In this regard, the city government, for the time being, will provide facilities to the showroom owners,” he said while talking to a delegation of Car Dealers Association (CDA) which called on him at his office on Thursday, according to a statement. Chairman CDA led the delegation. 


He said a permanent solution to this problem is under consideration but as a temporary measure, the cars parked on footpaths and roadsides by car dealers will have to be removed at least for the month of Ramazan. 


“Through introduction of amendments in the bye-laws of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), it has been made mandatory that all new buildings will have their own parking area,” he informed the team, adding this step will reduce the deteriorating traffic problems to an extent.

(The News-4, 02/09/2006)
City direly needs circular railway’s revival

It was December last year when experts of a Japanese company came to Karachi and spent a month here to study the system of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) for its complete revival on modern lines. The company forwarded its detailed feasibility report to the Pakistan government and the then state minister for Railways Ishaq Khakwani announced its salient features at a press conference. 


At that time it was announced that the government would approach Japan for a grant of US$832 million under Special Term for Economic Partnership (STEP) for reviving the KCR as well as introducing a full-fledged Urban Rail System in the metropolis. Eight months have been passed to this proposal but nothing happened on the ground. No one knows exactly what had happened to this feasibility report. However, in the meantime, we got seasoned politician Shaikh Rashid Ahmed as our new railway minister, who definitely has his own plans to improve the performance of his ministry and its subordinate departments. 


After reviewing all pros and cons, Shaikh Rashid announced to introduce circular railway system in eight big cities - Karachi, Hyderabad, Faisalabad, Multan, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad and Quetta. But this should be done under a defined authority. And for this very purpose, a meeting was called where Shaikh Rashid gave a detailed presentation to his boss, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, who subsequently approved revival of the National Mass Transit Authority (NMTA), obviously under the railway ministry, to provide quicker, reliable and safer journey to the people in these eight big cities.


Being a Karachiite, the revival of NMTA is a good news for me, as one day it would definitely lead to the complete revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) project. For sure, the circular railway should be introduced in other cities of the country as well. But one believes there is a dire need to improve, strengthen and revive the already existing KCR project in the metropolis and it should be considered as a pilot project. 


I remember that while inaugurating the first phase of the KCR in March 2005, Shaukat Aziz had promised to revive the entire circular railway project in a span of 18 months. Now this period is approaching closer but the fulfillment of the prime minister’s promise is not in the sight. I don’t blame the prime minister, as I believe some administrative hurdles would be the cause of this delay. And yes, the revival of NMTA shows that the prime minister and his team members are willing to do something to resolve the growing transport problem of urban areas. 


Presently, circular trains are being operated between City and Landhi stations and some 5,000 to 6,000 people use to travel through this service daily. According to the government’s plan the KCR’s operational scope would be expanded to Surjani, North Karachi, Jinnah International Airport, Gizri, Defence, Port Qasim and other new areas for which the government is busy negotiating with foreign investors.

No doubt circular railway has a great importance for a city like Karachi, as it is an alternate transport for more than 15 million inhabitants of this mega city. The complete revival of the KCR would not only help reduce congestion on roads and environmental pollution but would also ensure a secure, comfortable and environmentally acceptable mode of transportation to the people. Commuters often trap in hours-long traffic jams, which have become a matter of routine on almost every thoroughfare of the metropolis and the only solution to this problem lies in the revival of circular railway.


It is a good omen that the government is giving priority to the revival of the KCR but there is a dire need to start implementation on the project as soon as possible and then ensuring its completion within the prescribed timeframe. In my opinion, the role of NMTA should be limited to only monitoring while the controlling authority in Karachi or elsewhere should be the provincial or city government, as this will minimise the chances of bureaucratic hurdles in the early implementation on the project. One believes the revival of KCR would be undertaken on war-footing basis and this time the government would fulfill its promise to revive the project in minimum possible time.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, The News-4, 02/09/2006)
700 trucks a day ruin Beach Avenue

KARACHI: The flow of heavy traffic on Beach Avenue and Sea View Road has caused much damage to this newly constructed road, rendering it beyond repair in many places, causing headaches for drivers and pedestrians alike. 

Built at a cost exceeding millions of rupees, this beautiful road has been laid to waste by the constant load of heavy dumper trucks, which are using this way to get sand and other building materials across to major construction projects in Defence Phase-VIII and Clifton. 


Apart from causing a nuisance to traffic on this road, the dumper trucks have damaged this road beyond repair. What makes this more interesting is that at least 700 trucks ply the road daily without fail and the traffic police or the government seems to be oblivious to the problem. Heavy traffic on this beach promenade is not allowed and yet some deal had been struck under which these trucks rule the road unmindful of the damage they are causing, say some residents. 


Dumpers and other heavy vehicles, loaded with stones, cement and other construction material pass through this road day and night badly damaging its carpeting and creating rough spots and ditches at various points. When contacted General Secretary, Defence Association Coordination Committee (DACC), Aziz Suharwardy said that this road was not meant for heavy vehicles, adding, this mode of traffic was certainly causing damages on the road. 


He said that these vehicles had also become a cause of some fatal accidents. Besides, this heavy traffic had become a nuisance for the public, who come here to enjoy a few moments of their busy lives at this recreation point, he added. Aziz Suharwardy said that the authorities concerned should ban the movement of heavy vehicles and completely restrict their entry on this road, adding that these vehicles should be rather diverted to alternative routes. “I think the authorities concerned would be planning to fill the ditches on this road after the end of monsoon season,” he commented. 


This reporter observed massive construction work going on at Clifton’s Block-4 and many other places on the road as well. A real estate agent Imran Ali, who has an office on the Sea View Road, said that around 500 to 600 dumpers pass through this road daily, adding their number has registered a sharp rise during the last three to four months. 


A traffic police constable said that this heavy traffic was posing multiple dangers — damaging road carpeting on the one hand and causing accidents on the other. These dumpers and other heavy vehicles enter from Boat Basin Chowrangi to Bilawal House and then turn to Kharkar Chowrangi and finally reach the Beach Avenue, he added. 

“Sometime back heavy vehicles were banned to enter various city routes before 11pm but since they are allowed to pass through internal routes of the city at anytime the load of such traffic at the Sea View Road has enormously increased during the day time as well,” he added. 


Residents allege that the government officials have entered into some deal with the construction companies who have taken to use the city’s only beach face road. In other major cities, the beach-facing road — usually called the corniche — is considered one of the most prestigious roads in the city. 

In Karachi, however, thanks to official corruption and apathy, it is being reduced to one of the worst, say area residents.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-3, 04/09/2006)
Clifton underpass


AFTER the first rainfall storm drains near the Clifton underpass were dug up to facilitate the removal of water from the area. Since then they have been left unattended. Sewage water is collecting in these dug up drains. Not only is it a matter of great inconvenience for the residents and shopkeepers of this area, it is also extremely unhygienic and unhealthy.


The area has become a breeding ground for mosquitoes and flies while the quality of tap water has clearly deteriorated as it has a very unpleasant smell. No restoration work is being carried out in this area at all. I request the Clifton Cantonment Board and the KWSB to kindly redress the situation on an urgent basis.


M. YUNUS, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 05/09/2006)

Five die in road accidents

KARACHI, Sept 4: Five persons died in separate road accidents in different parts of the city on Monday. A customs employee was traveling in a rickshaw when apparently due to over-speeding the tri-wheeler over-turned near Natives Jetty bridge which resulted in the death of Khanzada, 50. However, the driver survived, police said.

In another accident also in the same area, two friends died and the third was injured when they were hit by a speeding minibus late on Sunday night near ICI Bridge. The injured were rushed to the Civil Hospital where Shahzad and Gul were pronounced dead while Irfan was admitted for treatment.

Police said the minibus driver managed to escape.

A young man Zairullah, 22, was killed in a hit and run accident at Sea View on Monday.

Police said that accident occurred early Monday morning; the victim was apparently crossing Sea View road when a speeding vehicle knocked him down and sped away.


In another accident, a young motorcyclist Raza died in collision with an auto-rickshaw in North Karachi. Police said that victim was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital but was pronounced dead on arrival.


KILLED: A private security guard was shot dead by unknown armed men at Jail Chowrangi on Monday.

Azam Gul was doing his duty at a poultry shop at Jail Chowrangi when two unknown persons opened fire at him and escaped. The victim was rushed to Civil Hospital where he was pronounced dead, police said.

Police suspected some personal enmity as a possible motive behind the killing.

(Dawn-17, 05/09/2006)

Traffic police under city govt

KARACHI, Sept 4: The placement of traffic police under the city district government is being actively considered, with the preparation of bylaws in this regard, and a resolution is likely to be tabled be tabled by the city council shortly. The city government is also working on the establishment of its bus terminals to regulate traffic and routes, said Naib Nazim Nasrin Jalil at a ceremony in New Karachi.

(Dawn-19, 05/09/2006)

Delays continue on pedestrian bridge construction

KARACHI: The suffering of pedestrians continue, as the contractors have not been able to meet the deadline for the completion of pedestrian bridges on Sharea Faisal. 

According to an official of the city government, three private companies United Construction, Gujrat Steel, and ARMEDA Road Advertisers, were given the contracts and were supposed to have completed the pedestrian overhead bridges on Sharea Faisal by September this year. 


However, none of the bridges has been opened to the public as yet. To lessen the cost of the project, the CDGK is working in collaboration with the private sector so that they can recover their high cost through taxes and land rent paid by the company given the tender. The process is called Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT). 


However, one wonders if this combination can assure the prompt completion of the 28 bridges given the fact that they could not even complete five bridges on Sharea Faisal and with Ramazan not very far away, the work may be delayed even further, say observers. Having seen the conditions on Sharea Faisal, it will not be wrong to assume that these five bridges, even if completed, cannot meet the demand of thousands of pedestrians along either side of the main thoroughfare of this metropolis. 


When contacted, a government official said, “The companies were supposed to complete the project by September but it now seems they may complete it by October.” He said the work is nearly completed and the bridges would soon be open to the pedestrians. When asked about the number of bridges on the said thoroughfare, he said that some of the pedestrian bridges are not used by public. This includes those at Patel Para and Murghi Khana, Landhi, and they were going to shift them to the places where there is demand for them. 


The pedestrians are casualty of the new traffic signal-less portion of Sharea Faisal where overhead bridges have been constructed. Since most of the signals have been removed from the road, traffic flow is not broken and pedestrians wait for long to find a single break in traffic flow, which is hardly there. The situation worsens during peak hours. 


Earlier this year, some pedestrians also held a protest after eight people lost their lives in a mishap in SMCHS area near FTC but completion of the bridge at the said point was delayed by six months and it is still not completed. The only worry for the poor pedestrians is that they might have to continue suffering if these bridges are not completed before the 1st of Ramazan.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 06/09/2006)
Transporters asked not to violate traffic laws: 

Concern over deaths in accidents

KARACHI, Sept 5: Sindh minister for transport Adil Siddiqi expressing anger over growing traffic accidents, ordered strict enforcement of traffic laws. and said that more deaths were taking place in traffic accidents.

Presiding over a meeting with a transporters group and attended by higher officials, the minister asked the transporters to provide secure, comfortable and quality commuting facilities to people and ensure fitness of their vehicles as per specified standards.


The minister once again gave two month time-frame to them to remove shining strips from their buses and mini-buses, stop cassette playing and implement the decision for separate ladies compartment and warned that strict action will be taken on the expiry of given time.


Adil Siddiqi questioned the efficacy of use of use of shining strips by public transport vehicles and said these not only make the eyes to blink, but also are sheer violation of law.

The transporters unanimously announced to remove the shining strips voluntarily.


On the occasion, the minister approved nomination of two representatives of transporters on the Traffic Management Board.

It was decided that the decision of the Sindh High Court regarding smoke emitting vehicles would be fully implemented.

The meeting noted that powers of traffic police for imposition of fine cannot be withdrawn under SLGO 2001 and also the magistracy system could not be revived. However, it was informed that a case has been sent to law department for establishment of five special traffic courts.

The meeting was informed that decision for privatising fitness certification of vehicles would be taken in the public interest.

Adil Siddiqi assured the transporters that compensation for burnt vehicles and for those acquired for official duties would be paid within a week.

The meeting was informed that Motorway Police jurisdiction is up to Toll Plaza. However, after establishment of Sabzimundi on Super highway, their operational scope has been extended on the demand of traders and transporters.


It was informed that world over load rate is fixed for various types of cargo vehicles and, therefore, here as well over-loading cannot be allowed as per highway code to ensure safe journey.

It was informed that formula for purchase of new CNG buses has been determined by the federal government for which Rs 5 billion have been allocated.


In order to resolve the issue of oil-tankers, the minister directed that a meeting of National Highway Authority, oil companies and the city government be immediately held.


Those present in the meeting included a 12-member delegation of office- bearers of various transport organizations, led by Shahi Syed, the transport secretary, special secretary Home, DIG traffic, secretary provincial transport authority, EDO transport, SP National Highway Police and other senior officials.

The meeting was held in the light of the transporters’ meeting with Sindh Governor sometime back.

(Dawn-18, 06/09/2006)

Foreign firms keen on running KCR

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Transport and Labour, Muhammad Adil Siddiqui, on Wednesday said that some foreign companies were interested in running the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) system on modern lines. 


Talking to various delegations at his office, he said that these firms wanted to modernise the whole KCR system and run fast commuter trains on it. He said that the government was presently reviewing proposals of these companies for complete revival of the KCR. He said that the government was giving special focus to solve public transport problems of Karachi. 

He said that 8000 new CNG-buses would be brought to roads of Karachi, adding that for this purpose the federal government had already earmarked a fund of Rs5 billion. He said that after completion of the Lyari Expressway, Northern Bypass and other important road projects, traffic system of Karachi would improve a lot and heavy vehicles could not enter the city areas. 


The minister said that infrastructure of Karachi was being improved on modern lines. He said that a textile city would be established near Port Qasim on 300 acres of land, besides a garment city near Baldia over 150 acres.

(The News-2, 07/09/2006)
Foreign companies keen to run KCR


KARACHI, Sept 6: Sindh Minister for Transport Mohammad Adil Siddiqui said on Wednesday said that foreign firms have shown interest in operating Karachi Circular Railway on modern grounds. Talking to various delegations at his office, he said these firms wanted to modernize the whole KCR system and run fast commuter trains on it.


The government, he said, was presently reviewing proposals submitted by these for complete revival of the KCR.

He said that the present government was giving special focus to public transport problems of Karachi. He said 8,000 new CNG-buses would be brought to roads, adding the federal government had already earmarked a fund of Rs5 billion.

He said after the completion of the Lyari Expressway, Northern Bypass and other important road projects, traffic system of Karachi would be improved a lot and heavy vehicles could not enter city areas.


The minister said that infrastructure of Karachi was being improved on modern lines. He said a textile city would be established near Port Qasim on 300 acres of land, besides a garment city would be set up near Baldia over 150 acres.

(Dawn-18, 07/09/2006)

Saddar road in pathetic condition

KARACHI, Sept 6: A busy artery of Saddar, starting from Fleet Club to CIA Centre, has been lying in a dilapidated condition for the last one year, causing inconvenience to motorists, besides hindering smooth flow of traffic.

The condition of the road from where hundreds of school vans pass daily has deteriorated to such an extent that vehicles taking this route often get tilted because its bitumen layer has been removed at different places, resulting in surfacing of sharp-edged gravels.


Irony of the fact is that he devastated road is also visited by handicapped people for buying crutches and wheelchairs as a number of shops selling those items exist there.


People residing in the vicinity and nearby shopkeepers complained that although traffic jams of longer duration have become routine owing to its battered condition and overflowing gutters, the concerned cantonment board under whose jurisdiction it falls was taking no measures for the reconstruction of the road despite repeated complaints lodged with the officials.

During a visit to the road one would see that school-vans carrying children of a number of nearby schools remain stuck on the road which often gets blocked as most of the drivers of vehicles coming from opposite direction usually drive in a zig-zag manner to avoid deep craters developed in a large number on the road.


Residents said on the one hand the road has been lying in a poor condition since long and on the other, filthy water from choked gutters usually remains stagnant on the road, polluting the atmosphere, and creating unhygienic conditions.

On Sharah-i-Quaideen, filthy water remains stagnant on a portion of the road near Lines Area as nearby storm-water drain often remains chocked.

(Dawn-18, 07/09/2006)

Worse traffic jams in Ramazan feared


KARACHI, Sept 6: While the prolonged traffic jams in Karachi have become order of the day, the situation may aggravate further in the holy month of Ramazan when all sorts of transport means, public and private, would join in the race to reach their destinations before Iftar time, as usually happens in the fasting month.


The upcoming Ramazan may witness a complete chaos on major thoroughfares every day in the evening because of the digging having been carried out on a massive level. The condition of most roads in the metropolis is worse than ever before. A large number of the arteries is closed fully or partially to traffic due to the potholes, craters and ditches while many others are not motorable as the recent rains have played havoc with them.


The most vulnerable to prolonged jams are M. A. Jinnah Road, particularly its Tibet Centre-Tower section, Burnes Road, Shahrah-i-Liaquat between Lasbela Chowk and Golimar Chowrangi; Business Recorder Road, Abdullah Haroon Road, Hassan Square, Sharea Faisal and all smaller roads leading to these thoroughfares.

It has been observed that traffic jams take place mainly due to impatience often showed by drivers, mainly of public transport means, who would always resort to violating traffic rules.


Haphazard parking of vehicles along the roads like Business Recorder Road, Golimar Road, Abdullah Haroon Road, Burnes Road, etc., happens to be the second major cause of traffic mess. Indifferent attitude of traffic police only adds to the miseries of those trapped in the deluge.


Qazi Abdul Qadir, DO Transport and Communication, when contacted, said that a meeting would be held on Thursday (Sept 7) to discuss this serious issue and suggest ways and means to avoid traffic mess in Ramazan.


However, he apprehended that due to the ongoing development and construction projects, it would be very difficult to ensure a smooth flow of vehicular traffic this Ramazan.


Saleem Bangash, Chairman of the National Transport Ittehad, in this context blamed the traffic police who always stayed away from traffic signals and ignore violation of traffic rules, but would not lose any opportunity to extort money by threatening drivers with challan.

He was of the view that ill-planning on the part of the concerned civic agencies had created the situation as almost all the major roads and smaller arteries had been dug up in a haste simultaneously. No alternative arrangements to ensure a smooth flow of traffic had been made, he noted, adding that flooding in recent rains had turned the situation worse.

“The I. I. Chundrigar Road is riddled with potholes and craters whereas many roads around Boulton Market are still under water,” he pointed out.


Mr Bangash urged the city government and traffic police department to take special remedial measures to improve the situation and ensure relief to faithful in Ramazan. He said the city government should remove all encroachments to avoid the risk of accidents and traffic jams. He held out the assurance that drivers would be made to cooperate with the city government and traffic police if suitable measures in this regard were taken.

(Dawn-17, 07/09/2006)

250 new CNG buses to be introduced soon

KARACHI, Sept 6: Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the city government would soon introduce new comfortable public transport vehicles in Karachi under public-private partnership projects, and disclosed that 250 new CNG buses would be operated shortly.


In order to revamp the transport system in the city, he said all possible help is being extended to transporters, including payment of mark-up by the government on loans acquired by private transporters.


The federal government, he said, has decided to pay the mark-up for the loans acquired from banks for transport and funds for this have been allocated, he said while talking to a delegation of businessmen at his office here on Wednesday. The DG Mass Transit Malik Zahirul Islam and EDO Transport Mohammed Athar were also present on the occasion.


Aqeel Karim on behalf of SWEET Bus assured of his cooperation to the Nazim and said after talking to the EDO Transport within a week and allocation of routes, he would give the gift of quality CNG buses to Karachiites whose number would be increased gradually.

He said that the businessmen would fully cooperate with the city government in bringing a change in the city's transport culture.


Meanwhile, chairman, Transport Committee, CDGK, Nadeem Hidayat Hashmi on Wednesday asked the EDO Transport to take stern action against public transport vehicles plying in Karachi without route permits.


Speaking at a meeting to review public traffic problems of Karachi, he instructed that drivers and conductors of public transport should be made to wear uniforms, and UTS buses be made to ply their routes.

He said new bus termini should be built on priority basis, so that illegal bus terminals in busy residential and commercial areas could be eliminated.

He said suggestions from experts and concerned citizens should be sought to improve the public transport system of Karachi.


The EDO Transport told the meeting that 16 sites had been selected for bus terminals. He said that presently construction work had been started at two bus terminals, while the inter-city bus terminal at Yousuf Goth would soon be inaugurated.


BRITISH DIPLOMAT: Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has said owing to steps taken by the city district government, potential foreign investors are considering bringing investment in Karachi. He expressed these views on Wednesday during his meeting with Deputy British High Commissioner Hamish Daniel in his office.


A city government press release said that Hamish Daniel talking on the occasion said historic development works were being carried out in Karachi, adding that future of Karachi was bright and prosperous.

After the meeting the nazim termed his meeting with the British diplomat pleasant, saying the British diplomat expressed his satisfaction over law and order situation in Karachi.

Mustafa Kamal said right now there was conducive environment for trade activities and investment in Karachi.

To a query about removal of illegal constructions, he said steps have been taken in the larger interest of citizens and added that an unbiased demolition campaign would be carried out without any discrimination of class or creed.

(Dawn-18, 07/09/2006)

Cantt boards frustrate drive against billboards

KARACHI, Sept 6: While the city district government has banned billboards on main thoroughfares in its limits, the business of billboards is thriving along the same roads in the cantonment board limits in the city.

A visit to major roads would reveal that after the removal of hundreds of billboards on Sharea Faisal and other localities, such as Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Saddar and parts of Clifton, a large number of fresh super billboards have sprung up, posing great threat to the lives of the passersby or vehicles parked around in case of strong winds or rainfall etc.


Last year, a billboard had fallen in Gulistan-i-Jauhar over a parked vehicle injuring the inmates of the car. Earlier, billboards were pulled down along Sharea Faisal by the city government staff on the intervention of city nazim last year, but now over 100 fresh billboards has emerged once again. These billboards are either located in the cantonment board limits or have been put up on private buildings, and their number is increasing day-by-day.


The Sharea Faisal, which earlier had hundreds of billboards that were obstructing natural beauty as well, is nowadays having billboards along the road, but at some distance in cantonment limits.


Some of the billboards keep on changing company profiles, or advertisements on them are updated from time to time, and the activity of fixing of billboards or replacing advertisements continues with an increased frequency, especially after midnight, with heavy cranes seen on the road busy in the installation of these boards.

The billboards on Sharea Faisal can be seen on three sections on both sides on the road. The first section is located in Karachi Cantonment limits from Mehran Hotel to Gora Qabristan where there is a large number of these hoardings.


The second section falls in the Faisal Cantonment Board limits, from Karsaz to Drigh Road, which has a comparatively less number of billboards, and the third section is Malir Halt, and the income generated from these boards goes to the Malir/Faisal Cantonment Board. At all these places, super billboards have been put up along the road defeating the very purpose of the drive launched by the city nazim.


While the city government had decided not to allow any billboard on cheap rates, the same have been allowed by the cantonment authorities in the city and even on the same thoroughfare for which the city nazim had stated that it would be made hoarding free, pointed out a resident.


The maximum number of 60 billboards along the Sharea Faisal is seen in Karachi Cantonment Board limits, followed by 42 in Faisal Cantonment Board limits while 24 billboards have emerged at high-rises along the road.


Similarly, Pakistan Railways has allowed hanging of a dozen billboards on its land only at the Drigh Road Station limits.

The PIA, too, has allowed certain billboards in its limits near the Natha Khan Bridge. Moreover, the Civil Aviation Authority has allowed a complete range of different sorts of billboards on the route to airport on Sharea Faisal.

It defeats the purpose of any drive, and it seems that there is no consensus among the city authorities on the issue, said experts. The experts have urged the city nazim to raise the issue with the City Council and settle it once and for all, and those violating the writ of the city government should be penalised.


In the past several years, dangling billboards had fallen on citizens, especially during rains and storms, and a large number of citizens had demanded that there should be standardisation of billboards and the faulty ones should not be allowed at any cost.


A few days back, while traffic was flowing on Sharea Faisal, a private party was seen repairing a billboard on a pedestrian bridge on Sharea Faisal. The sparks generated by welding works could have resulted in an untoward incident had any oil tanker passed through the site.

The safety aspect should also be kept in mind while allowing work by these private contractors, said a motorist.

A city government official said that a policy was likely to be finalised soon regarding the size and structure of the billboards so that these may not pose threat to the life or property of citizens.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-17, 07/09/2006)

CDGK to get 250 CNG buses soon

KARACHI: Once again the citizens of Karachi will get another 250 CNG buses under the “ Pilot Project” which would provide the citizens comfortable buses very soon. 

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said it was high time the transport culture was changed and through private-public partnership. The pilot project will be started through private-public partnership.


Mustafa said the federal government had decided to pay the interest on transport loans if they made an investment in the transport sector.

He said this during a meeting with famous trader Aqeel Karim Dhedi, who called on him at his office here on Wednesday. Mustafa said the city government was committed to providing citizens with comfortable and easy transport.


On this occasion, Dhedi assured his all-out cooperation in the transport sector and said within a week he would provide CNG buses as a gift to Karachiites. He said industrialists were also keen to play their role in the development of the city, particularly transport sector.


Aqeel assured city Nazim that he would extend all-out cooperation in introducing CNG buses in the city.


Meanwhile, Mustafa Kamal has said that more and more foreign investors are showing keen interest in Karachi due to better planning done by the present city government to gear up trade activities in the metropolis.

He expressed these views during his meeting with Deputy British High Commissioner Hamish Daniel at his office here on Wednesday. Mustafa described his meeting with British diplomat as pleasant, saying the British envoy expressed his satisfaction over the law and order situation in Karachi.


Mustafa Kamal said right now there was conducive environment for trade activities and investment in Karachi and after the end of rains there was no such problem in the city. He, however, underlined the need for doing future planning, saying that the work in this regard has already been started.


To a query about the demolition of large constructions, he responded that the city government had taken this step in the larger interest of citizens and added that a demolition campaign would be launched in the metropolis without any bias.

He thanked those who cooperated with the city government in removing illegal constructions from Glass Tower nullah. He also vowed to even dismantle the governmental building constructed on the nullah, if the need arises.


Talking on the occasion, Hamish Daniel said that historic development works were being carried out in Karachi, adding that the future of the metropolis was bright and prosperous. He said that due to positive investment situation in Karachi, various British companies were moving towards it.

(The News-2, 07/09/2006)
Japan to invest $800m in transport system


KARACHI: Federal Secretary for Railways, Shakeel Durani, stressed the need for improvement in transport system as Japan offered to invest $800 million in this regard. According to a press release issued on Thursday, the railway minister said that Karachi Circular Railway will be restored and an Urban Transport System will be established to provide better transport facilities to the citizens. Durani stressed the need to introduce latest railway services in the city and assured full cooperation. The CS directed the Planning and Development and Transport departments to work out PC-1 and submit the same by Sept 10 for chalking out a strategy for restoration of KCR through the coordination of provincial and city governments. It was also decided in the meeting that the CDGK and Sindh govt will complete their strategy in this regard till September 15.

(The News-4, 08/09/2006)
(Bullet) train to nowhere

Last month, travelling by British Rail from Bangor in North Wales to London, the young Italian ticket collector paused to chat after checking our tickets. When he learnt that we were planning to take a train from Euston to Bath later that week, he asked us if we would like the tickets now. As we watched rather incredulously, he issued us two tickets, a receipt and the change. It took him about a couple of minutes. Two weeks later, waiting at Gare de Lyons in Paris for the sleek TVG train from Turin, it was no surprise when it came to a stop at 1615 hours, its appointed time. There was no shoving, pushing and cursing. Passengers alighted leisurely and everyone wended their way to the waiting buses, taxis and cars. Alongside the Turin train, more TVG bullet-nosed trains were arriving from all over Europe. In another part of the huge station, more trains were pulling out for destinations all across Europe. It was as smooth as silk.


Therefore, Sheikh Rashid Ahmad's latest pronouncement of a bullet train between Lahore and Rawalpindi has given me nothing but the jitters. This 250-300 km/h bullet train, touted as the first high speed train ever in Pakistan, is going to be the final nail in the nation's heavily cobbled coffin of other railway wounds that we have been stoically carrying since 1947. Although the horror is still a paper dream and only technical and commercial feasibility plans are being solicited, forgive me and many like me, who can think of nothing but high disaster at high speed as the trains will derail, ram into other trains head-on or slam into backs of stationary trains, hit stray animals or plough through stranded derelict passenger buses at unmanned crossings. Death will be at bullet speed.


Pakistan Railways is one long sob story. From a promising start at the time of partition when the departing British left the country a large and rather ingenuous network of rail networks stretching over 5,300 miles, we have meticulously destroyed every bit of it in a short period of 60 years. Perhaps road networks received more funding and the Railways was left to fend for itself, but groaning under a massive overload of an unnecessary and lazy work force that had perfected the fine art of doing nothing year after year, to large scale corruption, inefficiency and wilful neglect of duties, created a cadre of men who thought nothing of not showing up for work or disappearing altogether leaving their stations unmanned and at the mercy of lower and ill-trained staff. With virtually zero investment going into the network, the deterioration was faster than Tezgam on a good day. The birth of a bureaucratic and red-taped hierarchy of passing the buck, complete absence of feeling or compassion towards the huge body of poor people who usually ended up on trains, creaking and fault-ridden railway lines where trains toppled like dominoes -- all this and more has characterised what passes for our nationwide railway network. The hordes of bureaucrats, ministers, generals and other armed forces echelons have stood by and taken no blame or responsibility for the numerous bad decisions they have made. 


The 69 Chinese locomotives is a scandal but the culprits are lolling about in luxury. Shady deals involving expensive railway lands, dubious contracts and large-scale theft and pilferage of assets goes on day and night. Then there are the crashes that have killed thousands, the reports of which are never made public but are hushed up as soon as the noise dies down. Instead, officials have seen nothing immoral in having the lower staff strung up, transferred temporarily or dismissed. Their own flaws are passed on to the sods at the end of the line. Since train crashes largely kill the nameless and the faceless, the poor of this land, mutilated survivors if any or bereaved families are regularly 'pacified' by doling out sums of money projected with great enthusiasm and appropriate mock declarations of the VIPs' deep concern, anguish and grief over the loss of 'precious lives.'


This talk of a bullet train between where else but Lahore and Rawalpindi, the two destinations Pakistan's leadership is wedded to -- Mian Sahib's ill conceived disaster of a motorway catering to a few, built because he thought it was one way to go down in history as a great leader, is typical of the kind of woolly-headed, befuddled thinking that passes for official policy. There are about 14,000 bridges that wait in vain for urgent repairs, but repairing bridges is not glossy enough. 14,000 bridges is a lot of bridges. How come there are so many of them crying for urgent repairs? There are 4,000 unmanned railway crossings, which make regular news when trains plough through wedding parties trapped in rickety, broken down buses on rust-laden, broken and deteriorating rail tracks. 


Hundreds die each time such gruesome accidents take place, but Sheikh Rashid is not remotely interested in the unmanned crossings. He is in love with a bullet train, which will speed up the journey and deposit people on either side who will then have even more time to do nothing. As for those who's miserable destiny has placed them in far-flung ghettos like Narowal, Shorkot, Havelian and countless other long-forgotten stops, a train journey from anywhere to anywhere is a journey into hell. 


The poor suffer as only they can. In stifling heat, with dead fans, ramshackle locomotives, broken coaches and unfathomable stops in the middle of nowhere, journeys of endless hours and facilities altogether absent, with no one to help or guide them and no drinking water in sight, they endure the insults and return again for more punishment. No bullet trains for the likes of them because they are third-class citizens and if they are lucky in this life, may graduate to inter class but never beyond.


A year ago, driven by temporary insanity, I took the Khyber Mail, the legendary night train from Peshawar to Lahore that leaves at about 10 pm and arrives in Lahore at about 7.30 am. Armed with a book, I arrived at the station where yellowing bulbs indicated that this was indeed Peshawar Cantonment and not a post-nuclear holocaust. The guard had no chair or table, so us VIP-type travellers were being attended to on an upturned fruit crate. I spied the legendary train spookily swathed in swirls of dust and in half darkness groped my way to the seat. The two overhead lights didn't work, the fan was permanently off and the bathroom hadn't been cleaned since Lord Hastings was last here. We rolled and heaved across the Frontier and into Punjab on a carriage that was not far from the roller coaster ride in Disney World. There were hundreds of noises, the compartment was ready to disintegrate, and the coach was a matchbox on a wild ocean and any hope of a restful night were quickly extinguished. 


A lifetime later, we stood motionless near Gujrat. Apparently, we had hit a wandering donkey. Outside and till Lahore, was an unending vista of gutters, shantytowns, filthy ponds, stinking garbage dumps and humanity swarming around in millions. Brave New World indeed. Before Tulli Sahib gifts this nation another monster, he should drop all his duties and travel all across Pakistan as an ordinary citizen, return to Islamabad and then formulate a new railway policy. Since he won't do that, it is very easy to predict that the railways will continue to plummet to newer depths of degradation and shame.

(By Masood Hasan, The News-7, 10/09/2006)
Get on the bus ... if you can
The condition of public transport buses, especially in Karachi, is appalling
If one has travelled by bus in Karachi, one would realise that the people living in the subcontinent are very wise for not having tampered with the word bus (which means ‘enough’ in Urdu). The first thing that crosses one’s mind about the local public transport buses, particularly at rush hour, is that one has had ‘enough’ of them. Those who do not have any option before them but to travel by bus have to pay a huge price. After being on the vehicle for nearly 30 minutes, a person’s well-ironed clothes look shabby, hair unkempt and sweat is seen pouring off his face. One really does suffer (pun intended) while travelling by bus.


Despite the fact that one finds hundreds of buses on Karachi’s roads, commuters face many problems. The fair sex in particular finds life more difficult opting for the mode of transportation under discussion. There is a small separate compartment for women on public transport buses. Apart from the conductor, who is usually found humming and singing in women’s compartment, there are seats which can be hardly occupied by seven women. But the bus conductor is usually skilful enough to squeeze in up to 18 females in that small section at a time. The situation is not so different in the men’s compartment. It reminds one of the concentration camps set up for the POWs during world wars.


That’s not it. Despite having a door at the back to exit, men prefer to pass through the women’s section ‘rubbing shoulders’ with them. Though it is illegal to have men in the ladies’ compartment, no one pays any attention to it.


The situation becomes further unbearable when there is a certain change in weather conditions or some untoward incident happens. Women in such circumstance are given less priority and the driver and the conductor both prefer to fill the vehicle with more men as they can easily climb the roof of the vehicle. This is felt more when there is a strike in the city. It is then that the driver and the conductor show their true colour. They tell the commuters that they will be pulling up at a certain bus stop and from there on they will either have to take another bus or hire a rickshaw or cab. However, these buses keep operating in a small area making great profits.


Twenty two-year-old Hina says that it is with great difficulty that she is able to get on a bus in the morning in order to reach her office on time. “The drivers and conductors zoom away from the stranded commuters, signalling they’re getting late. It is so an awkward feeling to be standing at the bus stop for more than 20 minutes,” she says. “Therefore, I have to take two buses rather than one in order to avoid wasting my time waiting for a particular bus,” she adds.


Worse scenes are witnessed during the monsoon season. The already uneven roads get pock-marked. The speed of public transport buses and their number on the road decreases to the minimum from the moment it begins to rain. If one is standing along the road, the driver would take joy in splashing one with muddy water driving his vehicle like crazy.


Bus drivers’ over-speeding has claimed many lives in the city. All it requires is a sudden forceful brake to make those perched on the roof and those clinging to the entrance/exit door to fall. However, one must truly and deeply appreciate the dexterity of the drivers with which they make the boring ride into a rollercoaster one.


There is a new thing introduced in the already idiosyncratic bus service — the token system. It used to exist only for minibuses known as coaches but now the transport mafia has applied it to almost all the busses. The buses that don’t reach the destination for which tokens are collected in time are fined. The drivers are, therefore, found driving their vehicles at an exceptional speed but as soon as they receive the tokens, they drive at a snail’s pace.


The attitude of the driver and the conductor towards bus passengers is abusive at times. They would stop when and where they feel like it. What adds to the miseries of the passengers is the music played by the driver on the bus — tortuous. They should either refine their taste or there must be a ban imposed on the tormenting numbers played on the buses.

It is because of such conditions that the number of cars on the roads has increased. People are buying cars even on lease to avoid travelling by bus. It’s time that the transporters realised that the number of women travelling by bus has increased and they should expand their ladies’ compartment on public transport vehicles.


Though Pakistani buses, trucks and rickshaws are unique in their appearance, they can prove quite embarrassing. A single nail or iron plate that is not in properly hammered into its place can rip one’s clothes. Women have to be extremely careful while climbing and getting off a bus.

(By Meera Jamal, Dawn-Magazine-3, 10/09/2006)

Inundated roads add to public miseries

KARACHI, Sept 9: Inundated roads and streets in the aftermath of Friday’s rainfall continued to add to the miseries of Karachiites, although it was mostly dry and bright to start the day across the city on Saturday with the exception of drizzles in some localities.


Rainwater remained stagnant on parts of many arteries and roads, including Sharea Faisal, I. I. Chundrigarh Road, M. A. Jinnah Road, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, leading to mild traffic jams on some roads or slowing down the flow of vehicular traffic on the others.


People heaved a sigh of relief as the city received negligible amount of 2mm drizzle in the morning, and the afternoon sunshine pushed the mercury up to 30 degrees Centigrade.

It was a bright and shiny day with the exception of some patchy clouds on the coastal line as the thicker clouds finally started moving away to Balochistan.


The Met office, however, predicted that there were chances of light rains in parts of the city during the next 24 hours and the weather would be partly cloudy. The temperatures on Sunday would range between 30 to 32 degrees Centigrade, it added.

The city had received average 7.7mm rainfall on Friday when a monsoon weather system entered the region from central India. But even that little amount of rainfall was enough to wreak havoc with the roads which were already wrecked due to the first two spells of heavy monsoon showers. The city continued to give a repulsive look as the civic agencies made a little effort to drain out the rainwater and sewage from the submerged arteries.

(Dawn-17, 10/09/2006)

Major city roads in bad shape

KARACHI, Sept 11: Major portions of four busy thoroughfares of the city--University Road, New M.A. Jinnah Road, Dadabhoy Nauroji Road and Shahrah-i-Quaideen and a number of internal streets of Muslimabad -- have almost become impassable owing to trenches and deep craters developed on them.


A track of New M A Jinnah Road (from Jail traffic intersection to Islamia Science College) and Dadabhoy Nauroji Road have been ruined due to the frequent movement of tankers drawing water from Rangers manned Muslimabad hydrants, University Road (from Hassan Square to Jail traffic intersection) in the wake of recent rains while a portion of Shahrah-i-Quaideen (from Society Office to Quaid’s Mausoleum roundabout) owing to standing filthy water.


Motorists passing through these roads not only receive heavy jerks but also are being forced to apply sudden breaks to avoid deep potholes and as result of which movement of vehicular traffic on them either comes to standstill or pass at a snail’s pace.

The worst affected people are the motorcyclists and those who travel in small cars and rickshaws as they often complain of backaches and spinal cord problems owing to heavy jerks they receive while passing through these uneven and bartered roads.


People residing in Muslimabad and adjacent localities complained that the tankers fetching water from Muslimabad hydrants have not only caused extensive damage to a track of main M. A. Jinnah Road and Dadabhy Nauroji Road but have also ruined a number of internal streets of the localities.


Expressing their annoyance over the presence of hydrants in residential areas, they demanded of the authorities concerned to immediately shift the hydrants to some other places so that they could heave a sigh of relief.


Similarly, people residing in Lines Area and Khudadad Colony deplored that filthy water which often remained stagnant on main Shahrah-i-Quaideen because of chocked stormwater drain had not only devastated a major portion of the road but was also responsible for the unhygienic conditions prevailing in their localities.


Attributing the cause of devastation of a portion of University Road to the presence of intercity bus terminal, those residing in Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s Block 14 and Al-Hilal Society complained that on the one hand, traffic jams of longer duration on this portion of the road had become a matter of routine owing to haphazard parking of jumbo-sized up-country bound buses on the road and as well as on the nearby stormwater drain and on the other, their right of using the near footpath had been usurped because owners of intercity buses had established their booking offices on them.

They urge the city nazim to shift the intercity bus terminal outside the limits of the city.

(Dawn-18, 12/09/2006)

Renovation of roads to start from 17th
KARACHI: Work on filling of potholes which appeared on roads would start from September 17 at a cost of Rs180 million. 

This was disclosed by EDO Works and Services, Amanullah Chachar, at his office on Tuesday. 

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has asked the city government and town Nazims to carry out work on priority basis and in a systemised manner. 


For this purpose, the city government has chalked out a comprehensive plan to renovate the roads, whereas each town will be provided with a contractor, who would look after the carpeting of roads in his area. 


Amanullah Chachar said that city Nazim is keen to provide facilities to the citizens before the commencement of Ramazan in order to facilitate the masses. 

He said that approximately 0.1 million square feet of roads will be repaired in each town in the first phase. 


The EDO pointed out that the works and services department has been given the task of preparing a comprehensive plan after close coordination with each town Nazim, so that the patchwork could be carried out in an efficient manner. 

He said that all major thoroughfares have been marked and at least 20,000 square feet of roads will be carpeted daily in each town, while Kamal has also invited tenders for the commencement of work. 

Replying to a question, Amanullah said that the city government realises that the citizens would face problems and hardships during the repair work, but the government would try its level best to facilitate them. 

He remarked that the data required regarding repair of roads is being delayed by the town Nazims and once all the data is collected, then a final comprehensive plan would be set to carry-out the work in a systematic order. 


To a question, Chachar pointed out that most of the patchwork will be done in Saddar Town where majority of the roads and arteries are in a poor condition. 


Meanwhile, one big task faced by the city government before the start of repair work is the removal of debris from the metropolis and replacement of utility lines, which will hinder the patchwork or otherwise all efforts would prove futile. 


Similarly, Liaquatabad Underpass has created lot of problems for the residents of Nazimabad and areas around Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Baqai Hospital and A O Clinic. 


Mustafa Kamal repeatedly stressed that Karachiites would witness a visible change in the city as uplift work is being carried out on all the development projects.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 13/09/2006)
Road closure creates gridlock in Jauhar

KARACHI: It has been nearly four weeks since torrential rains lashed the city on August 17 but one of the roads that were flooded by the rain is still closed for vehicular traffic, causing huge snarl-ups at main Jauhar Roundabout in Gulistan-e-Jauhar.


The track from Jauhar Roundabout up to Pehelwan Roundabout was completely destroyed after the downpour and later closed to traffic. This consequently increased traffic congestion at Jauhar Roundabout, which was already a constant traffic nuisance.


“First the walls of Nullah fell apart and the road was submerged by rainwater. A couple of days later, the road caved in,” said Imran Khan, who mends punctured tyres on the roadside. “The road was already in a bad shape. The sewage water that remains on the road for days had weakened it further. Therefore, it could not survive that rain,” he added. Traffic congestion between 8pm and 11pm becomes intolerable chiefly because of the closure of the track in question.


“My shop was right along the road. My business has suffered badly since the day it was closed,” lamented Khan. “Some people have paid visits to this spot but nothing has been done to reconstruct the road,” he continued. “I am here for the last three years but have never seen the town administration fill up ditches there, let alone that big trench.” 


†If one takes a trip down all the roads linked with Jauhar Roundabout, he may be shocked to see that the roads of Jauhar, which is an emerging commercial area, are in a state of ruin.


Ayaz Baig who runs a shop of electronic items told this reporter that he has to roam around in Jauhar whole day but the traffic congestion at Jauhar Roundabout and slow traffic on link roads, which are flooded by rainwater, bother him a lot as his time is wasted and more petrol consumed.


Baig, who lives in block 18, said he had never seen a proper road in the entire Gulistan-e-Jauhar during the last ten years. He blamed this on the government’s indifference towards the area people. 

It may be mentioned here that neither the city government nor any other authority did anything for the renovation of roads in Gulistan-e-Jauhar, especially those linking with Jauhar Roundabout. The closure of one of the tracks has added to the traffic chaos.


“The road from Jauhar Roundabout to Samama Shopping Center is in such a poor state that I take wrong side of the road while passing from there,” Faisal, a resident of Block 9, said.


There are countless ditches on each and every road of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and these ditches, say area residents, are filled with sand which is not a permanent solution. The ditches around Jauhar Roundabout had been carpeted just before rain. Now those ditches have resurfaced, some even worse than before.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 13/09/2006)
Overcrowded buses, coaches continue to torment people


KARACHI, Sept 12: Overcrowded buses, minibuses and coaches are one of the most pressing problems being faced by the Karachiites. The female commuters have to suffer more than their male counterparts. The condition of the public transport vehicles in Karachi is shocking. They are crammed with passengers especially during the rush hours.


For female commuters there is a small separate compartment with a seating capacity of less than a dozen females, but the bus conductor and drivers are skillful enough to squeeze up to two dozen female commuters in this compartment.

These females are often disturbed by indecent attitude of the male commuters and at times have to suffer at the hands of the bus conductors.


Although each of the public transport vehicles have two doors one each for male and female commuters, but it is observed that many a times, men try to use the women’s door, making the female commuters feel uneasy.


Most of the female commuters feel themselves insecure, as majority of bus owners do not implement government's decision of partitioning female compartment from that of males. The lack of barrier between the compartments of male and female commuters often results in harassment of female commuters.

The female commuters have often raised their voice against such situation but to no avail.

Faryal, 22, a student of Mass Communication, KU, said that it was a daunting task for female commuters to board on these overcrowded buses in the morning or evening.

She said that she often had to quarrel with men occupying the seats in the female compartments.

She said that ironically the 'point buses' of the Karachi University had no separate compartment for female students.


The over-speeding of the city’s public transport is also another problem, the Karachiites brave each and every day. These over-speeding buses have claimed many lives in the city.


The majority of traffic police personnel ignore the blatant violation of traffic rules by these bus and minibus drivers as it is an open secret that these drivers grease the palms of these traffic cops to ply on the roads in their own dangerous manner.The Karachiites have urged that the compartment for ladies should be separated from the male compartment by an iron-sheet in such a way that no one could pass through it.


They have also demanded of the authorities concerned that the number of bus routes should be increased and bus owners be made bound to ply more vehicles on each route. They also suggested that the project of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) should be revived to divert commuters' pressure from the road transport.

(Dawn-18, 13/09/2006)

Traffic police to get technological support

KARACHI: The electronic traffic management system would soon be introduced in the city and the traffic police would be provided with all the technological support to further improve its performance. 


This was stated by CCPO Karachi, Niaz Ahmed Siddiqi, while chairing a high-level meeting of traffic police, on Tuesday.Niaz asked the traffic police officers to inform his office about all the requirements in a week so that such things could be provided at the earliest. The CCPO said improving the performance of traffic police was aimed at serving the citizens effectively and asked the officials to keep this basic point in their mind while on duty. 


“Their spirit to serve and polite attitude to the citizens would help promote harmony among the community and the police,” he added. Another thing the traffic police officials have to keep in mind is that challaning the vehicles is aimed only to make the motorists/drivers abide by the traffic rules and not to generate revenue. 


Niaz Siddiqui said the work was underway on simplifying the payment of challans. He informed the meeting that a separate Traffic Investigation Unit was being set up that would work under the supervision of DIG Traffic to investigate traffic accidents and the cases of violation of traffic rules. 

He said the surveillance cameras would be used for monitoring the traffic system and through such recordings of violation of traffic rules the citizens would be educated to abide by the law. 


The CCPO said that a proposal was under consideration to raise salaries and other privileges of the traffic police like those of motorway police so that it could be made an exemplary force. He asked the traffic police to ensure that all the vehicles must observe traffic rules, be it an official vehicle and even the police vehicle.

(The News-3, 13/09/2006)
SHC seeks report on shifting of bus stands: Directives to city, Sindh govts

KARACHI, Sept 13: The Sindh High Court asked the city district and provincial government to submit their plans to phase out rickshaws, mini-buses and other vehicles causing pollution, to shift inter-city and inter-provincial bus stands from inside the city and to provide adequate public transport facilities.


One petition came up before a division bench, comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Yasmin Abbasy. Petitioner-lawyer Islam Husain said rickshaws were a public nuisance inasmuch as they emitted smoke and caused noise pollution. Most of them had faulty meters and the passengers were overcharged.


It was submitted on behalf of the city district government and the traffic police that no new license was being issued for single-stroke rickshaws but their total elimination involved the livelihood of a large number of people. It would take some time before the vehicles were completely banned. The city district government planned to introduce more wide-bodies buses for intra-city travel to reduce dependence on mini-buses.


The bench asked the CDGK’s executive district officers for transport and mass transit to appear on Oct 4 to submit in detail the government’s plan. Advocate Manzoor Ahmed appeared for the CDGK, AAG M. Ahmed Pirzada for the provincial government and a deputy inspector-general for the traffic police.


Another division bench, comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Ali Sain Dino Metlo, asked the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board to sanction water connection for the newly-constructed terminal built in Baldia for buses coming from and going to Quetta.

The town administration was told to remove encroachments so that the terminal was fully operational at the earliest. The SHC nazir, who visited the terminal, appreciated its design and facilities meant for buses and passengers.


The mini-stands set up at Saddar, University Road and other places should be wound up and shifted to the main terminal, the bench ordered and asked the executive district officer for transport to report compliance.

The CDGK said in its detailed report that its transport department has developed a comprehensive strategy to revamp inter-city and inter-provincial bus movement.

The travel needs have grown tremendously during the last two decades.


About 200 major transport companies, besides individual transporters, operated on the Super Highway, the National Highway and the RCD Highway. There were about 200 terminals spread all over the city for various routes. Most of them have sprung up on unauthorized locations on roadside during the last few years.


The CDGK plans three terminals on the three highways at the edge of the city. A terminal at Yusuf Goth has already been constructed and the existing mini-stands on the University Road and at Lyari and Lea Market would be shifted to the new terminal to ease traffic congestion and facilitate smooth traffic on city roads.

As for terminals for vehicles using the national and super highways, the CDGK was re-inviting bids through the press on build, operate and transfer (BOT) basis. No bid was earlier received for the National Highway terminal while one received for the Super Highway was rejected by the competent authority for being too high, the CDGK report said.


BIZERTA LINES: The bench, consisting of Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Ali Sain Dino Metlo, meanwhile, commenced hearing of an Army Welfare Trust appeal against a single judge’s order for providing unhindered access to the residents of Bizerta Lines along the Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre.

Appearing for the appellant, Advocate Kamaluddin Azfar argued that the respondent residents had no easement right under the Easements Act and alternative routes were available to them as evidenced by the SHC nazir’s report.


Representing the residents, Advocate Ahmed Hasan Rana maintained that there was no alternative route and that the nazir’s report was misleading. He said thousands of residents of the area would suffer if they were deprived of their right of way.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 14/09/2006)

Need stressed to revamp public transport system


KARACHI, Sept 13: Speakers at a workshop here on Wednesday urged the government to formulate policies afresh on environment and transport so as to give Karachi an efficient and environment-friendly public transport system.

The workshop on “national urban air quality and integrated transport management” was organized by the IUCN and Clean Air Initiatives for Asian Cities, in collaboration with the EPA, the ADB and the World Bank.


State minister for environment Malik Amin Aslam said mounting ratio of environmental pollution had endangered rapid economic growth as about six per cent of the GDP was being spent on issues caused by environmental pollution which had two to three per cent some time back. He said a fund of Rs20 billion had been earmarked for a five-year comprehensive plan to upgrade environment while Rs5 billion had been earmarked in the current budget for tackling environmental issues.

“A plan for setting up air control monitoring centres to check pollution level on a daily basis is also in the pipeline.”


Ziaul Islam, Director EPA Pakistan said damages of about US 1.8 billion were suffered by the national economy owing to hazardous air pollutants.

He was of view that phasing out of smoke-emitting vehicles was inevitable and registration of two-stroke rickshaws had already been barred. He said fitness inspection centres for private vehicles besides public transport would be established.Amer Zafar Durrani, senior transport specialist of the World Bank mentioned that urbanization rate had been raised to nine per cent from three per cent in the country while on the other side, share of public transport had been dropped to 47 per cent from above than 50 per cent.


Regarding plights of poor commuters, he said in big cities, like Lahore in 50 per cent cases poor people had to walk instead of using means of transport due shortage of public transport as well as financial problems, while in Karachi the public transport system was not benefiting half of its poor population. He called for introducing more wide-bodied buses and re-fixing fares to facilitate poor persons. He felt that integrated links between different modes of transport should be established so that people who had to walk in order to cover distance due to lack of transport facilities could be facilitated.


Fares of transport means, like buses, mass transit trains, should be made reasonable and not beyond reach of middle and low-income classes, he urged.


Paul J Martin from World Bank said Rs112 billion were spent on problems caused by contaminated water, deteriorating sanitation condition and unhygienic commodity articles. He said according to a SUPARCO report, level of pollutant element PM-10 in major cities of the country was above the WHO warning mark.


“Sources of PM are vehicular emissions, industrial emissions, burning of solid waste and natural dust,” he said, adding that in order to takle this steps of updating of framework included health-based air quality tandards, improving vehicle emissions and fuel quality standards, employing technical expertise for air quality management, to communize information to support clean air should be taken”.


Ms Gylanda Bathan, coordinator of CAI-Asia, said though level of PSP and PM-10 was getting down in Asian cities, it was still above the WHO standards. She underlined the need for recognising first air pollutants and then review air quality techniques, Euro-II vehicle emission standards and WHO standards.


Shreekant Gupta, Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs, India, said economic growth of Pakistan was about eight per cent while damage owing to environmental degradation to its GDP was about six per cent, which means actual economic growth of the country was just about two per cent and after adding population growth, which was about one to two per cent, the real economic growth becomes nearly zero. He said urbanization rate in Pakistan was near 35 per cent while in Sindh it was 45 per cent and challenges emerged due to this urbanization were not being addressed.


The speakers demanded formation of comprehensive framework to regulate rationally air pollution and integrated traffic system engaging remedial measurements to make Karachi a green and transport friendly city.

They were unanimous that grievances of civic authorities about insufficient funds were not understandable, but it showed their indifferent attitude regarding resolving genuine issues and plights of citizens and commuters of the country, in general, and Karachi, in particular.

(Dawn-17, 14/09/2006)

An avoidable accident


AT almost the same spot that a container fell on a businessman’s car and killed him a couple of years ago, young Amir Parekh died in the same manner. A close analysis of the incident will show that if authorities had only been firm in enforcing the law, this accident could have been avoided.


Take the Korangi Road, for instance. The Korangi Industrial Area, which some say is the largest in Asia, contributes billions in revenue to the exchequer. Yet what passes for roads here should make us hang our heads in shame. This road has been in a bad shape for a very long time and the recent rains only worsened its condition.

The unfortunate young man was going home at sunset with his driver on Aug 4 when the container fell on his car (owing to the driver swerving his trailer to avoid a ditch created by the recent rains).


A crane arrived exactly an hour later, and after it had lifted the container a few feet, its cable snapped and it fell on the car again, so if even if the poor Amir had survived the first impact, the second one ensured that he wouldn’t live.


The law enforcers could have taken necessary steps to prevent such accidents. Take, for example, the case of containers being transported on vehicles. There’s a law making it mandatory for containers to be firmly fixed to the trailer, but anyone driving on Karachi’s roads knows that the cops are not even aware of this rule. It’s really scary, seeing those swaying containers on recklessly driven trucks. Somewhere in the statute books, there is a law according to which container-laden trucks and trailers are to operate only at night, but whenever they try to enforce this rule, the transporters resist with all their might. I hope someone reading this will at least try to enforce the rules so that such accidents do not occur again.

SHAKIR LAKHANI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 15/09/2006)

Space underneath flyovers becomes magnet for encroachers

KARACHI: Car parking under city bridges and flyovers, many of which have appeared over the past couple of years, have become very convenient for encroachers these days as the city government has no plans on how to properly utilise the area underneath. The University Road Bridge, which was built at a cost of millions of rupees, is a good example of this. 

The space underneath this major city bridge is huge as it starts from NIPA Chowrangi and ends near the Federal Urdu University. 


Besides the vehicles that are parked by individuals going to the nearby universities and institutes, many taxi drivers have turned the place into a taxi-terminal from where they have manage to save themselves from the scorching heat of the sun. But the appearance is cluttered. 


At the same time, some bus operators also use this place as an unofficial bus terminus. Recently, the city government got rid of this menace but it seems to be growing back. 


If that is not all, underground cables and other material in large numbers have been randomly placed under the bridge. Thanks to the labourers who work in the vicinity — about 150 to 200 in number — an entirely rural appearance greets some one who ventures here. The labourers seem to have taken over the place. Their clothing hangs on ropes and other accessories including uncountable number of charpoys are placed at vantage points. Its just like a rural scene, complete with gaping men. 


According to one of the labourers, they are camping here because of ongoing work. “It’s the task of fixing street lights which is currently going on over the bridge,” says one. One wonders how long this will take. 

The only interesting addition to this area has been a mini fire station has been set up under a part of the bridge. 


But that too is debateable. Should one use this place for recreation and beautification or for utility and emergency services? 

The leading fire-fighter at the fire station office, Muhammad Arshad, told The News that this is the first mini fire station under any bridge in the city. It was set up a couple of months ago.

(The News-4, 17/09/2006)
W-11 – Truly Karachi!

Kolachi takes you on a ride on Karachi's favourite mode of transportation that is also dressed to kill

Riding a W-11 bus is nothing less than sensing Karachi full-blast in a moving, bulging, melting pot of colour. The glittery ceiling; the turquoise and red coloured seats; the rusted window bars; the adverts stuck behind seats: I Love Jamaat-e Islami, Mardana Taqat, Aamil Bengali - the Black Magician; the tooth-powder seller; the many scents of pollution; the working class kid who carries Biryani to his grandmother's house every Friday; the old woman - sharp eyes and bones - who refuses to pay more than a third of her fare because that was the fare last time she rode the bus, and lights a smoke; the naughty cartoonist who draws caricatures of whoever is sitting next to him, and presents it to them - often inviting the wrath of the bearded; the lame man who cracks jokes; the lawyer who advises you to work harder no matter how hard you are working; and of course the incessant chants of the conductor, reminding you of where you are and where you can go.

One of the most fascinating things about Karachi is the confluence of cultures and nationalities that come together in this city. And though in most cases each ethnicity has their defined areas of residence, these people meet and interact in full colour in two places: the markets and buses. Buses are better places if one is to observe this, since they allow more space and time for things to develop and happen between people.
The W-11 route begins in New Karachi and after a ride which lasts over an hour and fifteen minutes of running through Lalu Khet, Teen Hutti, M A Jinnah, Jaama Cloth, Tower it ends at Kemari, loading and unloading people of many backgrounds and ethnicities. While the conductor madly whistles and loudly raps the steel door, prodding the driver to drive faster, he will receive curses in Sindhi, Urdu, Punjabi and Pushto from all directions.
But perhaps it is the extensively flashy and ornate exterior and the interior of the mini-bus, made from hammering steel and chamak patti, which has made mini-buses popular, and W-11 again is again the queen here. And it is not a mean achievement by any standard. To decorate a bus, it takes around two months and many man-hours of cutting and pasting designs. These designs are often wonderful reflections of the popular imagination: the veiled Laila, the fish, the parrots, the doves and of course, the Shaheen (falcon) - all knitted together through many streams of creepers. In elite circles, the product of such an exercise is referred to as 'bus art', because the elite can usually only digest an exoticised serving of reality. However bus art now holds a fascination for people who may not be the least bit interested in taking the bus.
There can be more than one philosophical reason for riding a W-11. Here, for instance, is one: the world appears different. It might seem obvious, because every vehicle gives a new view of the world, and establishes a different link with the external world. However, the W-11 experience teaches you that you are in that world upon which you look out from all other vehicles.
Indeed, an interesting way of looking at Karachi's buses is to see them as microcosms of the way people live and interact in actuality. Bickering and kindness, both are the norms, existing at the same time. The Sindhi who curses the driver for driving faster after cursing him turns towards you and smiles. "See, what I am carrying here is something very precious." He would move the cloth and you will see two birds in a beautiful wooden cage. "Teeter. I brought them from Sehwan Sharif. Have you been to Sehwan Sharif?" And then he would give you friendly advice on the miracles of the saints there, and why is it best to pray over there - especially if you have to ask the Lord for something very close to your heart. The irritable old baba who would tell you what is needed to take Pakistan forward, will suddenly switch to another self after an argument and tell you that he still has enough fight left in him to beat anyone up. "Mujhay pagal mutt samajhna... Mujhay maloom hai tumm sab Pakistan ke khilaaf kissi sazish mein masroof ho... tum sab ko mar sakta hoon... Mujhay pagal mutt samajhna...(Don't consider me mad! I know that all of you are conspiring against Pakistan... I can beat you all...  Don't consider me mad!)" The youth who vacated his seat for the baba a few minutes earlier, on hearing this, would suddenly turn around and say "Pagal!" to flare up the old man.
"Who was that? Who was that? Tell me? I will break his legs!"
Often it happens that many buses, and old W-11s in particular, do not have rear windows and some part of the windscreens, which allows the passengers to hear the horn blow at them from all four directions. Not a confluence of cultures, sure, but cacophony that many of us choose to insulate ourselves from in our air-conditioned vehicles. The incessant squabble between our reality and that which exists outside - the W-11 suddenly makes it all so real. In your face, as Americans say.
Earlier this year the queen of our roads created waves in Australia, and provided those people some of the experience that thousands of Karachiites undergo everyday. It comes as little surprise that it won so many hearts, besides being one of the highlights of the event. If the Australians considered W-11 'a celebration of life', then we have been celebrating for a long time now.
So find it in your heart to sit on that W-11 seat - even if only once.

(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-41 Kolachi, 17/09/2006)
  
  
Pakistani truck art tram shines in Melbourne
Karachi's ambassador to Melbourne makes waves in Australia's stylish metropolis
While we look at the West for inspiration for meeting our growing urban needs, Australia gets a taste of the original aesthetic of Pakistan. Our truck art was incorporated on a tram that ran in Melbourne recently.
A W-11 ran from 9 am till 12 am in Melbourne for 12 days starting March 15 2006. Alright, it was a tram after all but it was also a W-11. A team of craftsmen, who decorate Karachi's W-11s, made sure the tram should not be mistaken for anything else but a W-11. These men were: Wajid Ali, Nusrat Iqbal, Muhammad Arshad, Muhammad Nadeem, Safdar Ali, Mohammad Iqbal, Shakeel Ahmed, Ali, Kalu Khan, and Ishaq Ahmed.
In case you are wondering how did a team of Pakistanis get hold of a tram? The reason was the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne earlier this year and it provided a chance to people like Mick Douglas and Durriya Kazi to bring to fore a W-11 with all its relish and splendour to the people and tourists in Melbourne.
Its name was 'Pyaar Zindagi Hai' ('Love is Life'), and everything about it was typical of a W-11 which runs from New Karachi to Kemari, except for the setting: it was a chammak chalo in her bloom amidst the minimal and functional aesthetic which dominated its surroundings. The elaborately ornate and colourful "W-11 Tram" during its 12 days of glory circled the city 120 times while over 80,000 passengers experienced the W-11 experience. And while Noor Jehan sang her Punjabi songs and a conductor collected money, the W-11 drew more curious explorers than actual passengers. But it was all very worth it. People of all ages danced on the W-11 Tram and the Sardar Jees left no pelvic move unturned. The tram eventually became one of the biggest highlights of the Melbourne games itself.
Our pop art turned out to be a hit in Australia. Bright and colourful, bus and truck art unfortunately have not received the patronage they deserve. Where some dedicated souls have been working relentlessly for years to get this art form due credit and better the conditions of the artisans, all in all this is a neglected and shunned art form.
This kind of bus art is a classic Karachi thing. Buses all over the country lack the colourful raunchiness of Karachi's public buses. One hopes that one day when Karachi's Mass Transit plan becomes a reality; our trams  also look like the one in Melbourne. We must retain this look. After all this is ours, just like the red double deckers and black taxis are associated with London, raunchy one liners and colouful buses, trucks and rickshaws make Karachi.
Now, if you think you have missed out on all the fun, well, you are not very correct. The good part for those of us who do not possess the means of buying an air ticket to Multan, let alone Melbourne, the cheap and easy way is the VM Gallery, Rangoonwala Hall. Wajid Ali has documented the W-11 feat on film, which takes you from the workshops of the craftsmen in New Karachi to actual scenes of festivity. It is running in a loop from 11:30 am till 7:30 pm till September 22nd.

(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-41 Kolachi, 17/09/2006)
Reckless driving claims three lives

KARACHI: Two persons were found dead while four persons lost their lives in different mishaps on Saturday. 

The decomposed body of a 28-year-old man was found in a well in Memon Goth locality near Filter Plant in Steel Town police jurisdiction. 


Area people informed the police, who shifted it to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). The body was identified as Bahadur Jokhio, 28, a father of six and resident of Ibrahim Goth near Pipri. 

Area police said that Bahadur, who had been working as butler in the office of Water and Sewerage Board in Manghopir, had left his house on September 12 and went missing. Police said Bahadur was financial constraints, adding that investigations were underway to know the exact cause of death. 


Another decomposed body of a middle-aged man was found from a house situated in Defence Phase-I within Defence police jurisdiction. 


Area residents after smelling a stink informed the police, who shifted the body to the JPMC, where it was identified as Muhammad Ishaq, 50, hailing from Butgram (Azad Kashmir), working as a watchman in the house. Later, the body was placed in the Edhi morgue. 

ACCIDENTS: Muhammad Shah, 7, Arif, 40, Nabeel, 12, Mahim, 8, Aisha, 10, Moseka, 13, and Rabia, 10, all passengers of a coach, received injuries when their coach over turned near Police Training College on the Hub River Road. 

The injured were taken to a nearby hospital, where Muhammad Shah breathed his last. Later, the body was shifted to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities. 


Haji Waseem, 80, a resident of nearby vicinity of Pipri, received serious injuries when a recklessly driven coaster ran over him, while he was crossing the National Highway in Steel Town police jurisdiction. The injured was taken to the JPMC, where doctors pronounced him dead. 

A pedestrian was crushed under the wheels of a locomotive near Landhi Railway Station, while he was crossing the railway track. The body was shifted to the JPMC, where the deceased was identified as Muhammad Sohail, 35, resident of a nearby locality. 


ELECTROCUTION: Abdul Salam, a 13-year-old boy, died of electrocution when he received an electric shock, while repairing a electric pumping machine in Chanesar Goth within Mehmoodabad police jurisdiction. The boy was rushed to the JPMC, where he later died.

(The News-2, 17/09/2006)
Four die in road accidents

KARACHI, Sept 17: Four persons died in separate road accidents in different parts of the city on Sunday. Police said a man died and a friend of his was injured when their motorcycle skidded on Mauripur Road.

Resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Abdul Shakoor and Shahid Usman were taken to the Civil Hospital, where Shakoor died and Shahid was admitted in a critical condition.

In another accident, a teenaged boy died and his friend was injured when they were hit by a speeding truck in Shah Faisal Colony on Sunday.


Police said Zuabir and Bilal were joyriding on a motorcycle when they were knocked down by the truck, which fled following the accident. Both the injured were taken to the Jinnah Hospital, where Zubair, 15, died during treatment while Bilal, 11, was admitted for treatment.


A pedestrian died in a hit-and-run accident in Orangi Town on Sunday.

Police said Mohammad Waseem, 22, was walking down a road in Mominabad when a speeding vehicle knocked him down and sped away. The victim died on the spot. Police shifted his body to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.


A 40-year-old man died in a hit-and-run accident on Shahrea Faisal.

Police said the victim, identified as Ibrahim Husain, was crossing the main Shahrea Faisal when a speeding vehicle knocked him down on late Saturday night.

Shifting of illegal bus terminals after Eid

KARACHI: The Sindh government has decided in principle to shift all illegal bus terminals from densely populated areas of the city to inter-city bus terminals out of the city limits. In this regard, all illegal bus termini for Balochistan-bound buses would be shifted to Yousuf Goth Bus Terminal at the RCD Road after Eid-ul-Fitr. 


Sindh Minister for Transport Muhammad Adil Siddiqui said this at a meeting with transporters at his office on Monday. He said that Yousuf Goth Bus Terminal was a modern bus stand spread over 11 acres of land, where all possible facilities would be provided to both transporters and passengers. 

He said that a large number of illegal inter-city bus termini were operating in city areas. There were as many as 70 illegal termini in the city for Balochistan-bound buses, he added. The meeting was told that in the first phase, all illegal bus termini from Lea Market, Mewa Shah and Old Sabzi Mandi, University Road, would be shifted to the Yousuf Goth terminal after the Eid. 


He said this terminal has capacity for parking 200 buses. It has two passenger terminals and 36 booking offices. The meeting discussed entry fee and other related matters and decided to fix rent of booking offices at Rs4,000 per month, maintenance charges Rs1,250 per month, entry fee for large bus Rs450 and small coach Rs300.

(The News-2, 19/09/2006)
Illegal bus terminals to be shifted


KARACHI, Sept 18: Sindh Transport Minister Mohammed Adil Siddiqi said on Monday that the government has decided to shift illegal bus terminals in the city away from areas of congested population.

In the first phase, buses plying from Karachi to Balochistan will be shifted outside Karachi for which a bus terminal, equipped with all the modern facilities, has been constructed at Yusuf Goth on RCD Highway.


Presiding a meeting with transporters at his office here, Adil Siddiqi said that the government decision would greatly help overcome problems of pollution, traffic jams and elimination of encroachments.

The minister said practical steps have been taken for providing all possible facilities to people as well as transporters at this terminal set up on an area of 11acres.

He said in the first stage of implementation of this scheme, the buses leaving for Balochistan from Lea Market, Mewa Shah and Old Sabzi Mandi would be shifted to Yusuf Goth Terminal of the City Government. The scheme would be implemented after Eidul Fitr.


This terminal, he informed, will have the facilities of water, electricity, gas, telephone, three bus bays, parking area, mosque, medical centre, waiting rooms, cafeteria, workshops, bank, petrol pump, medical store, super store etc.


The meeting was told that the terminal will have capacity for 150 to 200 buses at a time with availability of offices for transporters. It will have 36 booking offices and two passenger terminals.

The meeting was informed that at present there are over 70 illegal terminus in the city for buses plying to Balochistan alone which are causing problems of pollution, traffic jams and encroachments.


It was stated that management committee has arrived an agreement between transporters, contractors and government representatives on on matters concerning offices, vehicles, entry fee.

Under the agreement, a monthly rental of Rs 4000 has been fixed for booking offices, Rs1250 as maintenance charges, Rs3000 as rental of the companies, Rs 450 daily as entry fee for 24 hours for big size buses and Rs300 for coaches while Rs175 will be charged for a stay of over 24 hours for big buses and Rs100 for coaches.

(Dawn-18, 19/09/2006)

Never-ending mess on city roads

KARACHI: A constable is attacked at his post and gets his clothes torn by an irritated driver who is stopped by the policeman from accessing the wrong side of the road. The next day, another constable has replaced the injured officer to man the site where road construction is taking place. But fearing for his safety, he stands apart on the pavement away from the traffic flow using a barrier to stop the vehicles rather than facing the peril of the oncoming cars (and their drivers). He has also taken extra measures by submitting an application along with Rs,2000 asking for a transfer from this post. As he stands tensely on the pavement, the nervousness is apparent from his demeanour when he says, “We are so fed up of diverting traffic all the time, dealing with unruly commuters and having no solutions for the road jams created because of the dug up roads. This is a pathetic and thankless existence and I want to get away from this mess.” To part with Rs2,000 from his meager income of Rs5,000 or so indicates how harassed constable Naveed must be and how severe the situation.


Encountering dug up roads at every stretch and with hardly any alternate routes to turn to, the commuters as well as the traffic police are being cornered into a situation which remains fraught with tension. Small riots, abuses and collisions are almost a daily routine especially at prime travel time, which are the office rush hours. Traffic policemen either give up on the traffic and stand aside or end up abusing small time offenders like mobile phone users or motorcycle riders without helmets. The gunning down of an innocent civilian on Sunday, because he overstepped the signal is a frightening case in point regarding edgy policemen the moment they are able to exercise their authority.


Unplanned construction and ill-timed and mismanaged repair work is a nuisance unleashed in Karachi by the city government. It has destroyed Karachi’s traffic system as each morning springs a new surprise on the travelers and one suddenly finds a new route closed for repair work.


Parking violations abound and the traffic constables posted in these areas can only look on powerlessly. Neither can they stop illegal parking because there is no legal parking space available, nor can they stop cars from wedging into wrong spaces since a proper road is unavailable.


Each driver seems to make his own rule because the impediments on the roads are so many. As for buses, they never follow any traffic law to begin with and the police never attempt to penalize them for their lawlessness when they stop their vehicles in the middle of main roads. Main avenues have actually become parking areas for trailers, tankers and buses and there is no authority to check the practice. Finding alternate routes is near impossible and one may either stay in a jam or traverse over dirt tracks. In certain residential areas, influential citizens have barred entry of vehicles (mostly those seeking alternate routes) until they are cleared by a resident. In Lalazar, cars are stopped from entering by order of the KPT chairman so that the area does not turn into a thoroughfare and a policeman apologetically bars the entry knowing fully well that the order has no legal ground.


DIG Traffic Falak Khursheed has said a number of times that the traffic police are helpless in terms of road management which in turn effects traffic management. He has asserted that his department cannot even put up road signs and signals on its own initiative. It is for, “the road’s ‘owning authority’ to do that,” he says. Lane demarcations, detouring and rerouting procedures come under the authority which owns the road, be it the city government, the cantonment boards or the DHA, hence the mess on the roads which is the residue of the mismanagement of these departments.


Having destroyed Karachi’s traffic system because of its numerous construction projects, the city nazim is now thinking of taking over the traffic department. If one were to gauge his performance by the appalling management skills shown by his government in road construction and city management affairs, it is with dread that the citizens wait for the city district government to get sole management of traffic as well. How the accountability chain will work is anybody’s guess.


As it is, ministers and parliamentarians consider themselves above the law especially with regards to traffic rules and are hardly ever made to pay their fines. The incident of the ruckus raised when an unfortunate police constable was bold enough to fine a senior minister for a road violation is a sure example of how things would turn out if the entire traffic management went into the city government’s hands.


While the minister for transport has issued strict directives a number of times in the past few months regarding severe penalty for traffic violators, the situation is far too complex to be controlled with just that one dictate. A report had exposed that 40 federal ministers, eight provincial ministers and 55 parliamentarians have been issued traffic violation tickets, but, to what effect?


A crisis is looming because nearly 500 new cars are being registered daily in Karachi alone and road laws are diminishing at the same speed. Installing a computerized car registration system to enable the traffic constable to simply note the number of the offending vehicle and issue a charge later would be a start. Besides, many trailers and buses don’t even have license plates or they aren’t displayed properly. Why aren’t these ever impounded? Licenses should only be issued following a written test to ensure that each driver is cognizant of the basic traffic rules, which most drivers seem to be unaware of. They don’t even have a clue of how to switch lanes or what right of way means.


A severe cleansing of corrupt officials in the transport department as well as the traffic department of the police is also much needed. As per the present system, even if the traffic police detain drivers of buses, tankers or any other commercial vehicle, the issue goes to the transport secretary following which the Regional Transport Authority decides whether they cancel the license or forgive the offender. This means that with the ‘right contacts’ the offenders easily buy their freedom and then it is back to the road for them to carry on their offensive driving.


While stricter penalties may be one of the answers to curb traffic violations, it is the entire road system which is mismanaged. Pakistan is already one of the most heavily legislated countries but its citizens are habitually abusing traffic laws fighting to find a way out of the jam created through mismanagement. Where does one lay the blame?


The traffic department of the police is losing its authority over the public and failing in its job. The city government too has only worsened the situation by its unplanned construction projects undertaken without any input from professional city planners. It is now perhaps up to the Sindh Chief Minister who has so far remained aloof from the core issues of Karachi, to step in for a scientifically planned solution. After all, he has made a new ‘think tank’ for such a purpose. Convincing the president that economic fallout in Karachi will inevitably occur, he must make his presence felt and get a ‘top priority’ directive to involve expert town planners who still might be able to avert a road calamity in Karachi.

(By Maheen A. Rashdi, Dawn-17, 19/09/2006)

City govt seeks approval for CNG buses


KARACHI, Sept 19: Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil on Tuesday said that the city government had sent PC-1 envisaging tax structure for 5,000 CNG buses to be inducted in Karachi to the federal government for approval.

Nasreen Jalil pointed out that after the approval of PC-1, the project of introducing 5,000 new CNG buses would be implemented in the next five years.

She said the federal government had agreed to provide Rs5 billion to be used for providing incentives to transporters, she said adding that the amount will be released phase-wise during the period.


She said that the city government had decided to set up CNG stations at various bus depots and terminals with private sector cooperation to support the CNG bus operation. She further said that an elaborate phased programme was being chalked out for shifting of old diesel buses to CNG.

She said various analytical reports had established that traffic pollution had cast grave effects on human health.


The transport and communication department had prepared immediate, short and long term plans to control this menace, she said adding that these will be implemented with comprehensive planning for which cooperation of Sindh government, transport department and traffic police was being sought.


The naib nazim said that a programme was under implementation for phasing out rickshaws to control pollution problems caused by them. As an immediate step, registration of two-stroke rickshaws had been banned.

(Dawn-18, 20/09/2006)

Owners of parked vehicles warned


KARACHI, Sept 20: The city government has decided to lift and remove vehicles parked on roadsides and which are hindering the traffic flow. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has asked the people whose buses, rickshaws, taxis, cars and pushcarts are parked on roadsides to remove them voluntarily within 24 hours or else these will be confiscated by the city government with police help and returned only on payment of fine. He said this step had been taken in the interest of citizens so that traffic on major roads, roundabouts and thoroughfares flowed smoothly.

A joint team of city government staff and traffic police has been set up for immediate action.


Meanwhile, the city nazim hosted a reception for the office-bearers and members of the Council of Pakistan Newspapers Editors and the All-Pakistan Newspapers Society at Civic Centre on Tuesday night.


Mustafa Kamal said that the city government was reconstructing Karachi for which it had to carry out development process round-the-clock. He said that the projects would be completed within a few months.

(Dawn-17, 21/09/2006)

Only two out of 11 signals functioning on main DHA road

KARACHI: Most traffic lights in one of city’s most posh localities, the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), are not functioning properly and creating immense headaches for motorists. There are a few important roads in the DHA where the condition of the traffic lights clearly portray a negligent approach of the authorities concerned. 


Khayaban-e-Shaheen is one of as such avenue where only two traffic signals out of eleven are operating, while the rest of them have ceased to work. It may be mentioned that millions of rupees were spent on these traffic signals when they were procured only a year back. 


Now only the amber lights of these signals are operating at the point where Shaheen intersects Khayaban-e-Badar. Khayaban-e-Shaheen starts at one end from Do Talwar runs through Zamzama Boulevard and is intersected by Khayaban-e-Shamsheer, Khayaban-e-Mujahid, Khayaban-e-Bahria, Khayaban-e-Badar, Khayaban-e-Rahat, Khayaban-e-Mohafiz and Khayaban-e-Ittehad. 


There is always heavy load of traffic at the Zamzama Boulevard on 3rd Zamzama Street during daytime and the traffic signal at this point is not functioning. Often traffic police is deployed here to streamline the traffic. Sometimes their absence at this roundabout creates a lot of problems for motorists. 


At many signals on the road, the innovative time display, which was introduced with much fanfare for the traffic is either totally out of order or partially working. It also happens at some signals that the timing system is not working properly with the result that there is heavy load of traffic at one side and very light flow on the other side. 


Interestingly, sometimes the motorists on such signals have to wait very long to cross the signal although there is no vehicle on other side of the road for which the green light is on. This shows that the timing set for the signals has been done in a careless manner. 

The answer to faulty signals seems to be to block intersections. Some intersections on Shaheen are also being closed for motorists. This phenomenon is multiplying the problems of motorists. Now they have to pass through the road to a great distance for taking a “u” turn. 


General Secretary, Defence Association Coordination Committee (DACC), Aziz Suharwardy when contacted said that most of the traffic lights in the DHA especially that of areas like Phase-VI, Phase-V and that of some other areas of the housing area are not working following heavy rain in the city. 

He said one-and-half-years ago these traffic lights were installed by the authority concerned. “A few of them were installed just a year ago,” he added. He said closing the intersections at some roads is creating massive problems for the traffic. “These intersections are being closed haphazardly without any logic,” he commented. 


For instance, intersections at 26th Street and Khayaban-e-Badban have been closed and little farther at the point where the commercial area ends, the cut on the road has been left open. He said the road of Shujaat is not very broad and yet intersections on this road have also been closed. 


All such steps are being taken in isolation without taking the residents associations into confidence. “Whenever we inquired from the authorities concerned about all this mishandling, they said this is being done on the recommendations of some consultant,” said the residents association representative. 


The News first contacted the DHA, who advised that the traffic signal operation is the responsibility of the Clifton Cantonment Board. The CCB, however, refused to comment on the matter as they remained unavailable.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-2, 22/09/2006)
Underpasses to be opened next week

KARACHI, Sept 21: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Thursday announced a number of measures to ensure unhindered flow of vehicular traffic during Ramazan, including opening of three under-construction underpasses for traffic, removal of encroachments on all major thoroughfares, repair of roads and roundabouts damaged during recent rains etc.

The underpasses, he said, would be opened for traffic by the third of Ramazan, while there would be a ban on parking around Civic Centre, and a huge parking lot would be set up at the LSR Hydrant premises.


Speaking at a news conference at the Nazim Secretariat, the Nazim said that with a view to discouraging unauthorized parking of buses and other vehicles on either side of roads and which create unnecessary obstacles in the flow of traffic will be impounded and released only after imposition of heavy fine on their owners.

The owners of all those buses who park their vehicles on Nishtar Road, at Golimar and Liaquatabad intersections have been served notices, and some of the illegally parked buses have been confiscated by the town administration concerned, he said.


Moreover, land has been acquired from the Export Promotion Burea for construction of a road to avoid traffic congestion near Hasan Square,


About repair of roads and roundabouts damaged during recent rains, he said that filling of potholes and trenches and carpeting of roads would be accomplished before Sept 23. The traffic police, he said, have identified 11 roads where carpeting and patchwork is required for ensuring smooth flow of vehicular traffic during Ramazan.


The city government, with a view to provide relief to citizens undertook carpeting and patchwork on as many as 23 roads, where development works had been going on.


Work is expected to be completed by Sept 23 after which these roads would be handed to the traffic police, he said, adding all these measures would help end traffic congestion.

The nazim made a commitment that there would be no traffic jams in Ramazan owing to the city government’s on-going development projects.


The roads identified by the traffic police include M A Jinnah Road, I I Chundrigarh Road, Shaheen Complex traffic intersection, Dr Ziauddin Road up to Clifton, Sarwar Shaheed Road up to Lucky Star traffic intersection, Rashid Minhas Road (from Drive-in Cinema roundabout to Jauhar Morr), Sohrab Goth intersection, Shahrah-e-Pakistan (from Water pump to Aisha Manzil intersections), Jehangirabad Road (from Barra Board to Jehangirabad).


Moreover, repair work was initiated on Shahrah-i-Orangi, Manghopir Road, Pak Colony Road (from Bara Board to Love Lane bridge), from Banaras Chowk to Valika hospital road, Rashid Minhas Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan, Sakhi Hassan traffic intersection to Surjani (5000 Road).


About the New M A Jinnah Road (from Jail traffic intersection to Quaid’s mausoleum), he said that traffic flow would be restored on both tracks by Sept 23 after completing sewerage line laying work while the showroom owners have temporarily been allowed to park their vehicles in Tanki ground.

(Dawn-17, 22/09/2006)

One track of underpasses to be opened by next week

KARACHI: City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has said that one track of all the three underpasses, being constructed at different locations on Ibn-e-Sina Road, will be opened to vehicular traffic on second or third of Ramazan.

He stated this in a press conference at his office on Thursday.


EDO Works and Services, Amanullah Chachhar, Project Director, Tamere Karachi Program, Rauf Akhtar Farooqi, were also present on the occasion.


Kamal said that speedy patchwork is being carried out on damaged roads and the work is expected to be completed by September 23. 

According to city Nazim, list of eleven roads was identified by the traffic police for patchwork, which included MA Jinnah Road, Shaheen Complex, II Chundrigar Road, Drive-in Chowrangi, Rashid Minhas Road up to Jauhar turning, Sohrab Goth Intersection, Shahrea Pakistan, Water-Pump Roundabout to Aisha Manzil, Jehangirabad to Bara Board, Dr Ziauddin Road upto Clifton and Sarwar Shaheed Road up to Lucky Star. 

He said that the repair work on these thoroughfares would help a great deal in smooth flow of traffic. 


Mustafa mentioned that the city government has requested the shopkeepers of Gulbahar Sanitary Market to close their shops at 4pm during the Ramazan.

To a question, Mustafa Kamal told that the car showroom owners at Jail Chowrangi to Quaid’s mausoleum have been provided an alternative place for parking of vehicles, so that the road could be repaired. 


The city Nazim was of the view that work on flyover at the National Stadium was nearing completion and added that the carpeting and patchwork at this road would also be completed by September 23.

He said that a parking lot was being built at the Civic Centre Hydrant for the cars being parked at University Road and surrounding areas of Civic Centre.


Kamal said that all the vehicles parked at the roadside would be confiscated in order to keep the roads parking-free. 

He informed the newsmen that the uplift work on all major arteries would be completed soon, as repair work is being carried out round-the-clock in all 18 towns of the metropolis.

(The News-4, 22/09/2006)
Over Rs6bn irregularities detected in Railways

ISLAMABAD, Sept 22: The auditor general of Pakistan (AGP) in its latest report for the year 2004-05 has detected over Rs6.144 billion irregularities in the accounts of Pakistan Railways (PR).

“Fifty plots situated at prime locations in big cities of Pakistan were leased out to a consortium for installation of CNG stations without ascertaining their market value as required under advertised condition of lease. The consortium had also not paid the lease rent upto November 2005, causing a loss of Rs190 million,” the report said.


It said that railway land in the shape of plots at prime locations in almost all big cities were advertised/offered by the PR in June 2000 on 33 years lease period for installation of CNG stations on the basis of 15 per cent of the cost of land as annual lease rent and 10 per cent of the cost of land as security.

“The cost of land was neither mentioned in the publication/biddings nor was provided to audit on requisition. In the absence of the information regarding the cost of land, it was not possible to determine annual rent and security money,” it said.


The report further said: “Contrary to the advertised conditions for lease, the agreement was executed with a consortium consisting of M/S Nopawong Construction Company of Thailand and M/S Ajami, a private company of Pakistan, on fixed payment of Rs1.380 million per annum as lease rent and Rs2.5 million as commitment fee per plot.”

It said the matter was taken up with the ministry and the railways administration also submitted a reply in May 2005, but that “reply was not acceptable”.


The report objects to the leasing of railway schools at nominal rent. It said the PR administration decided to lease out 19 railway schools with a view to improve quality of education and reduce financial burden of the organization.


According to the report, each school having average total area of 81,418 square feet and average covered area of 21,237 square feet was leased out to M/S Educational Services (ESL) in the year 2001 at a nominal rent of Rs5,000 per school per month. The ESL, it said, rented out canteens of three schools located in Lahore at an average monthly rent of Rs9,167 and average security deposit of Rs123,333 per canteen. This alone substantiates audit’s point of view that school were leased out at nominal rent.


The AGP report points out a loss of potential earnings of Rs26.419 million due to delay in overhauling of 37 non-AC passenger coaches received in Carriage and Wagon Shop, Mughalpura during March 1998 to November 2000. It said that the matter has been taken up several times with the ministry but it has not come out with a satisfactory reply.


The report also pointed out various incidents of financial irregularities, including non-recovery of lease rent and security fee amounting to Rs190 million, non-recovery of Rs157.705 million due to poor contract management, non-recovery of dues amounting to Rs44.212 million, excess procurement of material worth Rs23.896 million, undue payment of interest of Rs22.069 million, incoherence of avoidable expenditure of Rs20.424 million due to non-adherence to contract clause, loss of potential revenue of Rs7.590 million due to non-inclusion of penalty clause in the agreement, excessive purchase of material costing Rs5.288 million, loss of Rs3.629 million due to payment of fine to customs authorities, excess payment of Rs3.088 million to a contractor, irregular purchase of computer equipment and furniture amounting to Rs2.562 million and misappropriation of Rs1.78 million on account of recovery of electricity charges.


The report once again has a mention of the much-publicised corruption in the purchase of faulty locomotives from China. It said that 175 passenger coaches were purchased from China without fair competition and on a single tender causing a loss of over Rs5.5 billion ($92 million).

(By Amir Wasim, Dawn-2, 23/09/2006)

Our dangerous roads

Two buses and a van were in a three-way collision near Islamabad on Saturday, which left at least 13 people dead and more than 50 injured. One of the buses hit the van, and then the second bus ploughed into the smash-up. Meanwhile, on Friday three men died and two were badly injured in Karachi after a water-tanker hit their car on a major city thoroughfare. Elsewhere in Karachi on Friday, a mother of five was crushed by a coach as she was crossing the road, a truck knocked down a five-year-old girl, and three of its passengers were hurt when a coach overturned. The cause in each case was over-speeding — though it’s hard to imagine how a tanker could be speeding given that most of the city’s roads are choked with traffic jams, double-parked vehicles or riddled with craters and potholes. What has been described is just a two-day sampling of traffic accidents from the two of the country’s major cities (in the rural countryside the situation is far worse). A more comprehensive survey to ascertain the number of killed and those maimed in road accidents throughout Pakistan only on these two days would present a frightening picture of the overall traffic situation in the country.


In most cases, the cause for the accident is speeding or vehicle fatigue. Both can be prevented. But that will happen only if the traffic police uniformly and stringently enforce traffic rules and regulations for errant drivers. To make matters worse, many bus and truck drivers are partly or totally illiterate and therefore unable to read or fully comprehend road signs. Besides, many are able to fraudulently obtain licences which means that they are not subjected to the rigours of a driving test, a norm in any civilised country. There is also another reason why public transport vehicles indulge in speeding. This is because the driver has to make as much money as he can – the cost of renting the vehicle is often quite high – and the only way of doing this is to make as many trips as is physically possible. This obviously comes at the expense of traffic rules and the safety of other road users. There is also another aspect of the demonised bus and truck driver to which no one pays any attention: abysmal working conditions. The best driver in the world would drive appallingly if he or she were sleep-deprived and had a daily duty that was almost 18 hours long. So this needs to be looked into as well. Pakistan’s traffic problem has long reached a critical stage. How many more people must die in traffic accidents (which for the most part are avoidable) for the traffic police to enforce laws in earnest and to begin checking the fitness of all vehicles?

(The News-7, 25/09/2006)
Traffic jam at Jail Chowrangi

KARACHI: A messy traffic jam was witnessed at the Jail Chowrangi in afternoon rush hours due to closure of one lane of New MA Jinnah Road and rush of commuters eager to reach their homes before Iftar.

At midday hundreds of vehicles, including a lot of buses and minibuses with passengers sitting on their roofs, were seen badly trapped in the traffic jam, while baffled traffic police cops were at a loss how to control the unruly traffic. 


Some clever motorists and minibus drivers tried to evade the traffic jam by using streets of Hyderabad Colony area. These narrow lanes with many parked cars and motorcycles also became clogged due to entry of commuter traffic vehicles.

Many commuters were critical of the steps taken by traffic management, saying if there was a traffic jam on the very first day of Ramazan it would mean more worrying days ahead when Eid shopping season would start. 


Meanwhile, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and traffic police on Monday, separately, claimed that no traffic jam was reported from anywhere in the city on the first day of Ramazan. 

A press release of the CDGK said that repair of 18 major roads were completed which helped in smooth of flow of traffic. It said that traffic flow from SITE to Hassan Square was also improved as temporary roads along with under-construction underpasses were opened. It said that City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal visited various areas of the city and instructed traffic police and town Nazims to ensure smooth flow of traffic. 


Meanwhile, a spokesman for traffic police said that due to better traffic management on the first day of Ramazan, no information about traffic jam was reported from any parts of the city and traffic flow remain smooth on all roads. It further said that with cooperation of citizens, traffic flow would be kept smooth during the whole holy month, so that citizens could enjoy Iftar at their homes.

(The News-2, 26/09/2006)
Traffic buddies

My traffic buddies and I have so much in common. We have school-going children, we have husbands, we are career women/men and we daily trudge through the quagmire of Karachi’s monstrous traffic.

Out of the 16 million residents of the city, I am one of the people who have to face the agony of the traffic jam on a daily basis. So I while away my time using the car’s inner light to teach my children and help them with their homework, eat supper, and then chat with the neighbours.


Yes, so much has been said and written about the traffic woes that people living in big cities, especially Karachi, face on a daily basis. If you are not lucky to procure accommodations outside the gates of your respective office/school, you are blessed with the two to three (on good days) and four to n-hours (on bad days, especially if some VIP has graced the city) to reach home or office/school whichever side you are travelling. Your only solace is the radio blaring music or pseudo-English-Urdu speaking RJs or whatever they are called. They are most helpful especially when they are not being pretentious and not trying to break all limbs of English and pluck out all the feathers of Urdu and telling you which route to take in case of a crippling jam.


Coming back to my traffic buddies, well there is variety of them. They are those who leer at you if you happen to turn to stretch your stiff neck after hours of looking ahead at the number plate in front of you or at the gorgeous and oft-seen face of your spouse (hmm he has developed laugh lines). For these types I let my ferocious looking but extremely handsome (ah dashing as one gentleman put it) hubby get into a glaring competition, which is more activity for me, as I have to keep score and see who blinked first and gather the betting money. With those unfortunate ones who stay behind the windows of their air-conditioned cars, I can only say guys roll down your car’s windows and smell real life - fumes, smells and the noise of a million (okay) thousands of vehicles humming and honking away. 


Then there are Mrs. Hasan, Aqeel, Javed, Zulfiqar, Nabeel and Sarfaraz and their kids who are so bored of standing stationary for hours. We women exchange notes about school, work, home, recipes, and fashion tips. The males discuss the conditions of the roads, cars and fuel prices and all the boring stuff they talk about. The kids, yours and theirs, are great because they are spontaneous and eager to learn when there is outside competition and combined studies always help. My children and I have a field day playing charades with them or ticktacktoe. We also have lessons, where I teach them all about life and more, and teach them to handle life as it comes. At other times, we share our goodies with these children and their parents, and singing at the top of our voices trying to drone out the radio. We also play Antaskheri (the Indians invented this singing game) and try and out sing everyone else. This usually includes others to join in and we have a complete out-of-tune orchestra and choir going on and everyone is thoroughly enjoying themselves.


Then suddenly the joyful traffic cop waves you ahead and the traffic moves a nano millimetre and there are shouts of joy, with people clapping and drivers revving their vehicles ahead, only to be stopped again this time with a new surrounding and new people. You see Mr and Mrs Jamil and their children (our traffic buddies) turn left, well as much as they can, towards home, and we make new friends. I know that sounds fickle but hey, that is life. And that’s how you jiggy with it when you are stuck hours on end on the same road.


All this while the beggars have wrecked your brains with their demands, and your children have been buying all kinds of bits and bobs, putting you way out of your budget. And then it is nap time, which includes your spouse as well (and there are no exceptions if he is driving he is male he can nap anywhere and anytime) which leaves you and all the other insomniac women to listen to the radio, where the RJs are going crazy with their weird banter, trying all topics under the sun and managing to bore you with everyone. The music is great only if the RJs would stop talking so much and stop glorifying themselves by airing compliments callers give them. And while I am at it, who are all these people, apart from us traffic jammers, who have the time to listen and then call in and actually talk and gush over the phone. But we women have no other choice. We sit there listening to these shows while we manicure our nails and pluck our brows, and give each other facials and pedicures.


I am not criticising the authorities of this city or country, since they will only think this is a whine of a demented commoner never experienced life like us. But you know, the top guys and gals should start thinking and devising plans to handle the increased traffic crunch that the plebeians face, and will face, while commuting. And I don’t mean that they go frenetic trying to make flyovers over those already planned, and dig deeper below underpasses already being dug. But inculcate a system where traffic rules are respected and obeyed.


Anyways, after hours of suspended animation, the traffic finally clears and you quickly exchange numbers and speed off to home sweet home, just in time to catch the end of the family dinner, to wash and sleep...so that the next day you can be fresh for the long way home or to office.

(By Lubna Jerar Naqvi, The News-4, 26/09/2006)
Replacing rickshaws

No old buses or two-stroke rickshaws were registered in Karachi in July, August and September. Other than this welcome beginning, however, there has been an actual overall progress on the government's long-delayed plan to phase out two-stroke rickshaws from the city's roads and replace them with three-stroke ones using CNG, and to remove old vehicles such as buses, minibuses and taxis which poison the atmosphere with smoke and other pollutants. Now we can hope to know why the critical plans have largely stayed in the files, because the Sindh High Court has asked the provincial advocate general for a statement on the subject. The importance the court has assigned to the matter is evident from the fact that the two-member bench which heard and acted on a petition on it on Tuesday included the chief justice himself. The pollution situation in Karachi is rapidly approaching crisis levels. One of the most polluted roads in Karachi is M A Jinnah Road and it has a number of medical facilities situated on or close to it. So there is no doubt that the two-stroke rickshaws should go. They are the main culprits as far as smoke emission and noise pollution are concerned. However, here the question of the livelihood of rickshaw drivers and owners of petrol-fuelled rickshaws comes in. They want the government to supply them the expensive CNG kits free of charge which is not a feasible demand. Equally unrealistic was the advocate general's advice during the hearing on Tuesday that the drivers seek redress from the government's "Rozgar scheme." The start of the scheme is so recent it is impossible to gauge its promise, but even if it is workable as the government expects it to be, it is unlikely to be able to absorb thousands of men made jobless by the phasing out of the two-strokes. The petition being heard by the court was filed by a lawyer in February 2004, and it is unknown if the authorities' refusal to register the polluting rickshaws and buses in these three months was in anticipation of the hearing. Whatever the government does on the matter from now on, it must show more promptness and efficiency in ensuring that the court's directives in this regard are implemented.

(The News-7, 28/09/2006)
OCTOBER

Traffic jams at Jail Chowrangi a routine


KARACHI, Sept 30: Massive traffic jams at M. A. Jinnah extension road and Jail chowrangi road have become an order of the day owing to closure of atrack of the road for reconstruction. The reconstruction of the road at a snail pace has been adding to miseries of commuters as traffic mess at the site had become a routine affair nowadays, especially in rush hours.


Though, the city government has reopened some major roads for general traffic aimed at easing traffic flow, it has failed to complete the reconstruction of M.A.Jinnah extension road that runs from Jail chowrangi to People’s chowrangi within the stipulated period of one year.


Besides the closure of the extension road, traffic police personnel deployed at the road to regulate traffic often remain absent during rush hours that further worsens the situation.

Adding to the public's miseries, the owners of car show rooms have occupied a major portion of the open track.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had announced that all the encroachments set up on the footpaths and roadsides would be cleared before Ramazan.

Though the city government has removed encroachments from Shahrah-i-Pakistan, Saddar, Ayesha Manzil, Altaf Hussain Barelvi Road etc, it has failed to remove illegal car showrooms and inter-city bus terminal from M.A.Jinnah extension road and University road.

(Dawn-17, 01/10/2006)

Lawmaker brought to book

ISLAMABAD: Hats off to the Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) for impounding the flag car of a cabinet member and imposing fine on the VIP for a series of traffic violations here on Saturday.

In a unique case of rule of law that sounds strange in a society like ours, the ITP on Saturday fixed Minister of State for Communications Shahid Jamil Qureshi on traffic violations in the federal capital.

The minister, who had initially resisted getting challaned over traffic rules violation, could not believe that his flagged car was removed with a fork lifter from outside his “D-Block” Federal Secretariat office and impounded at the Secretariat police station.

“I could not believe this,” Qureshi told The News when contacted, revealing that he immediately contacted Interior Minister Aftab Khan Sherpao and protested over what had happened to him. Qureshi insisted that he was in the car when it was caught jumping a red light. The traffic police insisted that the car (LZ-5797) had a flag on it.


At 12.20pm, the flag car was seen jumping the red light at Faisal Chowk. The traffic constables at Daman-e-Koh Chowk were immediately informed on wireless of the violation of traffic rules by the flag car. When the minister’s car reached there, it was stopped by the traffic police and the driver was enquired about ignoring the red lights.


According to police sources, when the driver of the state minister, who was reportedly sitting in the rear seat, was asked to produce his driving licence he sped away. On this the traffic police inspector at Secretariat Chowk was intimated of the flag car and directed to stop and challan the violator.


When the flag car reached that point it did not stop there and was recklessly driven ahead, leaving the traffic inspector jolted. The police sources said the traffic inspector was about to be hit by the flag car.


This was enough for the traffic police to confront the minister in his office. A traffic inspector visited the minister in his D-Block office at the Pakistan Secretariat and read out the violation commitment. The minister was requested to direct his driver to submit his driving licence to the traffic police and get challaned. However, it was not done, following which the car was lifted with the help of a fork lifter and impounded at the Secretariat police station.

The traffic police, when contacted, said the minister’s car has been impounded for jumping red lights, reckless driving and refusing to follow the direction of the traffic police. The police also confirmed that after fruitless pressure, the minister had to send his driver to the police, who was challaned with Rs 1,300 fine to get the impounded car released.


The minister of state, when contacted by The News, claimed that he was sitting in the car when it violated the traffic rules. He said his driver was stopped at Daman-e-Koh Chowk where he was told that he had jumped the traffic lights. The minister said his driver claimed that there were three vehicles that too jumped the red light but they were not stopped. He said his driver was of the view that he had not violated any traffic rule.


When traffic police officials approached him in his office, the minister said he confronted them as to what proof they had that the car violated traffic rules. “Still I asked my driver to render apologies to the police official and he did the same,” Qureshi said. “But later I was surprised to know that the car has been lifted and impounded at the police station.”

On this, he said, he contacted the interior minister and protested the incident. “Sherpao told me that he would talk to the prime minister on the issue,” Qureshi said. The state minister later admitted that he had asked his driver to go to traffic police, submit the licence and get challaned.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 01/10/2006)
KCR revival must for city’s progress


KARACHI, Oct 1: The issue of public transport in Karachi, the largest city of Pakistan and seventh biggest city of the world, is getting to worse with each passing day, due to the lack of proper and timely planning of our sluggish and rustic bureaucracy.

Millions of commuters of this unfortunate city are forced to travel daily in shabby, smoke emitting buses and minibuses, stuffed in them like sheep and goat. Every day during rush hours hoards of Karachi commuters could be seen perched on roofs of minibuses or clung to their doors, amid tall claims of our high-ups of making Karachi a modern city, 'an economic and trade hub of the region'.


In fact it is the mode of public transport that determines the economic fate of any mega city, but nobody here is ready to think how a city whose commuters still travel more or less like people of the mediaeval ages could join the comity of modern and civilised urban centres.

The doom of public transport sector of Karachi started a few decades back by the abrupt closure of two extensive and reliable sources of public transport i.e. the Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) and Karachi Circular Railway (KCR).


It is widely believed that besides external factors like involvement of lending institutions, local road transport mafia also played a major role in the closure of the KTC and KCR. Now it is an open secret that after the closure of the KTC and KCR, an unchallenged monopoly of private owners of the public transport was established in Karachi at the cost of its millions of commuters.


The profit hungry private transporters fully manipulated their monopoly to make a windfall. Small timers of the yesteryears are the owners of fleets of buses and minbuses today. In every trade and business an interaction of supply and demand could be found, but the public transport of Karachi is perhaps the only example where supply did not follow ample demand. This is the reason that today more than 40 passengers vie for a single bus seat in Karachi.


The privately owned public transport sector is so powerful that the government seemed totally powerless before it. Last year, the Sindh transport department announced a 'drive' against multi-colour minibuses, but despite extending deadlines twice nothing could be achieved. Finally, the department had to hush up the matter to cover its powerlessness. Similarly, the court verdict against smoke emitting vehicles could not be implemented and was put on back burner after the mighty transporters flexed their muscles. The ambitious programme of the city government to introduce 8,000 CNG buses is still on the drawing board.

After a lot of twists and turns, finally there seemed a hope of revival of the KCR.


Some two weeks back Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui announced that the Sindh government had approved the feasibility of revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) and it would be submitted to the federal government 'within a week'.

He said that the federal government after studying the feasibility would request the Japanese government for soft loan. The JICA has offered $827million loan for the project. For this purpose Japan would provide Pakistan loan for 30 years along with grace period of 10 years with 0.4 per cent interest rate.


The minister said that the project would be completed in three phases and its reach would be extended to Surjani, North Karachi, Airport, Gizri, Defence, Port Qasim and other areas. In the first phase the KCR would be revived from the Karachi City to Nazimabad, in the second phase from Nazimabad to Drigh Road, and in the third phase it would be extended to the airport and other areas.


The entire system of the KCR would be computerised and a separate track for it would be laid from Karachi City to Drigh Road.

The failure of road-based public transport system in Karachi during the recent heavy rains has proved once again that our policymakers could not solely rely on just one mode of public transport. Karachi, in fact, needs a multi-layered public transport system, comprised of CNG buses and minibuses, an extensive network of KCR touching city outskirts, and more importantly re-introduction of double-deckers and trams in busy downtown areas.


All busy central city areas from the Mazar-i-Quaid to Keamari and from Lyari to Lucky Star should be made a no-go area for all types of buses and minibuses, and instead double-deckers and trams should be plied extensively in these areas.

In order to solve the issue of public transport in Karachi, the cosmetic measures would not deliver, as the city required a totally changed culture in the sphere of public transport.


The bureaucratic traditional tools of meetings, committees, feasibility, and reports would only further aggravate the matter. If a prompt action is not taken now, with a solid political will and sense of urgency, the dream of making Karachi a modern, civilised and vibrant urban centre could never be materialised.

(Dawn-15, 02/10/2006)

Elusive mass transit



CHAIRING a meeting in Islamabad on Friday, the prime minister said all the right things about the problems faced by Karachi commuters because of the absence of a reliable mass transit system. He said the federal, provincial and city district governments were in consultation to revive the stalled Karachi Mass Transit Project. The KMTP was first conceived back in 1977 but it never took off the ground. Since then successive governments have periodically dusted, examined and even revamped the project’s many feasibility reports, only to send them back to the record room. The project was conceived at a time when Karachi’s population was hardly five million; today it is estimated to be well over 12 million, compounding the commuting public’s woes, with no remedy in sight. This is because the current government, like its predecessors, has done precious little in terms of actually reviving the on-again-off-again project and getting on with it. Instead, it has also time and again re-examined the introduction of a modern and effective mass transit system for the city. In the process, the KMTP has become a classic case of bureaucratic ineptitude — or a talking point at best — with little accompanying sense of priority. Meanwhile, urban commuters continue to suffer the rigours of making do with unreliable, polluting and ramshackle buses and vans of various sizes and capacities.


Being the biggest metropolis in the country, Karachi’s traffic problems are arguably the worst, but Lahore, Peshawar, Islamabad and other big cities are fast catching up with it in traffic congestion and commuting troubles. Like the KMTP, a mass transit plan for Lahore too has existed since 1990 and is facing a similar fate. Putting more public transport vehicles on the congested city roads alone will not solve the problem. What the big urban centres need are well-thought-out and integrated transit systems, as is the norm today even in many developing countries. It is time the government formulated and set about implementing a national mass transit policy for the big cities instead of merely paying lip service to existing projects in Karachi and Lahore from time to time.

(Dawn-7, 02/10/2006)

Parking on Club Road


I AM in my 70s and diabetic with symptoms of arthritis. In my circumstances, I rely on well-wishers and for my day-to-day shopping and medical requirement I turn to my good friend, nicknamed Tom Cruise, owner of the Sani’s Chemist and super market in the PC Hotel.


However, to reach his store has become very difficult for me. Parking is barred on Club Road with TV cameras positioned for violation or any leniency shown by the traffic cops. Parking is impossible to find in the PC Hotel. Front and backyard are chock-a-block with vehicles, given the functions that are a daily affair. Nearest parking place I can find is in the Gymkhana premises. Night time I have to walk across the cobble-filled and dimly-lit pavement and watch every step that I take, lest I stumble.


Again, I have to lug the shopping bags from the store to Gymkhana. In appreciation of the fact that I am a senior citizen, could not the administration give me and others concession of 15 minutes for making our routine purchases, by parking cars, adjacent to the department store. Ever helpful Tom Cruise is willing to cooperate by appointing chowkidars to ensure cars parked leave in an optimum of 15 minutes, if the administration gives its consent, renders cognizance to such an arrangement allowance.


MOHAMMAD AZIZ HAJI DOSSA Karachi

(Dawn-6, 02/10/2006)

Sindh govt to start work this year, says Arbab: 

Coastal highway project

KARACHI, Oct 1: Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim has announced that his government will begin construction of 300-km-long coastal highway this year with its own resources.

Addressing a ceremony held at Gharo on Saturday night to declare Goth Ahmed Abad as a model village, he said that the provincial government would accept financial assistance for the project if offered by federal government.


He said that feasibility study of this project had been completed six months back. The project would provide ample job opportunities to the people of coastal areas and would usher in a new era of progress and prosperity in the entire coastal belt, he said, and hoped that after its construction, foreign investor would come out with heavy investments in this water sports resorts.

He said that the Sindh government was launching the Village Improvement Programme from Thatta district under which rural areas would be brought at par with the urban ones through upgrading of civic facilities.


The chief minister said that Ahmed Abad Village, under this plan, would be provided with all basic facilities like water, electricity, gas, college, hospital, park, shopping centre, roads, streets, drainage, etc.

He said that the urban-rural gap would be bridged and all citizens would get equal facilities. He declared that ownership rights of properties would be given to the residents of model villages who would then be able to obtain bank loans on their ownership documents.


Dr Arbab said that in foreign countries, even villages were set up with prior planning but here in Pakistan, the big cities like Karachi lacked proper planning.

He said that cold storage houses for fish and prawn would be built at Zero Point, Badin, and transport would be provided from this point to Karachi so that the fishermen could sell their catch in Karachi markets.

He said that the Sindh government was giving special attention to education, and warned that no leniency would be shown to negligent teachers.


The chief minister said that he would entertain no recommendation with regard to posting and transfer of teachers. He pointed out that rural schools had been without teachers, and made it clear that the government could not allow future of young generation turning black.


Dr Arbab said that the government would open more technical schools so that youth could get job-oriented training.


On this occasion, he announced one ambulance to be given to the Rural Health Centre, Gharo, upgrading of the local high school to a degree college, and upgrading of Ahmed Abad Girls School to a middle school.


Director of the Village Improvement Programme Project Shafiqur Rehman Piracha gave a briefing to the chief minister about the model village of Ahmed Abad. He said that project would comprise 150 pacca and katcha houses spread over an area of 25 acres. District Nazim Syed Shafqat Hussain Shah Shirazi also spoke on the occasion.

Later, the chief minister visited schools and mosque in the model village and talked to students and teachers.

He was delighted to note that on the demand of villagers, a middle school had started functioning from today. This school has also girl students who have passed primary education four/five years back.

He said that these girls, now studying in the middle school, would be appointed as teachers in the same school after passing their SSC exams.


The chief minister also called for effective measures to curb the menace of gutka and pan in Thatta, Badin and other areas, saying that it was badly affecting the health of children.

(Dawn-15, 02/10/2006)

Curing the traffic blues

If a Karachiite is questioned what issue of the city he is most concerned about, he would be very likely to answer: ëtraffic congestion’. Broadly speaking, there is hardly any road in this metropolis that is not suffering from traffic congestion. However, if we talk specifically about the city’s main thoroughfare, Shahrea Faisal, which has turned into a regular traffic nuisance, saying that commuting itself has become a nightmare would not be entirely wrong - especially during the weekends. 


A congested Sharae Faisal is now a common and perpetual phenomenon throughout the week. Last Saturday once again turned out to be a miserable evening for many citizens, especially those travelling by public transport (buses and coaches mainly). Vehicular traffic remained at a standstill in many areas and, if in motion at all, moved at a snail’s pace. The brunt of the suffering occurred on the stretch from Hotel Metropole up to Malir-15, which presented a model example of traffic congestion.


The residents of Malir, Quaidabad, Cattle Colony, Razzaqabad, Port Qasim, Steel Town and Gulshan-e-Hadeed suffered under hot and stuffy conditions while returning from work through Metropole, Regent Plaza, Nursery, Baloch Colony, Karsaz, Drigh Road and then at Malir-15, which was the worst of all, and finally followed by Quaidabad.


It should be added here that the Malir-15 intersection had been closed for vehicular traffic a few months back, but reopened a couple of weeks ago causing huge problems. Traffic here remained jammed for an extended period of time (nearly four hours) on both sides of the road due to the poorly designed intersection. Furthermore, the already severe traffic conditions are worsened by the presence of large water tankers and big buses.


A somewhat similar situation can be observed at Quaidabad where the construction work continues to spread unabated. Improperly parked buses and rashly driven vehicles add to the problems of the present policemen who are already too few in number compared to the persisting problems in the area.


Though one cannot meaningfully object to the increased car-leasing factor, which has undoubtedly added to the problems of traffic regulation, there are other factors that need to be highlighted which can be addressed by commuters themselves. For example, parked cars along the main road, drivers taking the wrong side of the road to avoid a distant intersection, poorly driven vehicles and the frequent changing of lanes, all add to the problem. Pedestrians also cause traffic hazards because of their unwillingness to walk a few yards up to signals to cross the road. Instead, they seem to enjoy making their way through vehicles that are being driven bumper to bumper. It is very disappointing to note that at least four stories published in this newspaper alone regarding the pedestrian bridge at FTC have fallen on deaf ears. Moreover, though people often curse the government for delaying infrastructural development and construction, they continue to cross the road underneath the bridge despite the fact that it is now open to them.


Drivers of minibuses, coaches and big buses are the other perpetrators of traffic chaos - mainly due to their definition of a bus stop being wherever they may find a passenger in wait. More often than not, this scenario takes place when the signal is green and, as a result, the following traffic is trapped behind them, unable to find a way through, which then leads to further congestion of the road.


On one hand, the government is making a number of announcements through the media about restoration of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), introduction of electric trains and imported CNG-run buses, but, on the other, car leasing companies are easing their processes to the extent that one can now lease a car without actually presenting legal documents. The only way to effectively discourage the mass-leasing of private cars is the establishment of a quality urban transport system or an improved railway network that connects this Karachi’s suburbs with its centre.


The on-going construction work will obviously continue and new cars will continue to arrive on the roads, but traffic problems may be lessened significantly if commuters make an effort to reform their driving mannerisms themselves and show a little more civic sense. Aside from this, the government should increase the number of policemen and have a system in place to monitor their performance at penalising violations by any commuter, such as buses that pick up passengers from places not identified as bus stops.


In the end, we must ask ourselves what good are high-performance luxury cars when you have highly congested roads on a routine basis? It is high time that we self-regulated the traffic by employing civic sense and abiding by the rules and regulations. While we may be progressing as individuals, we are lagging behind on the path of progress as collective citizens of a city.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 03/10/2006)
Alternative track planned between Kotri, Karachi

LAHORE, Oct 2: The Pakistan Railways will lay an alternative 300-km track between Karachi and Kotri to keep the southern port city connected with the rest of the country through rail link even in case of incidents like the washing away of Ran Pathani bridge.

“The suspension of rail traffic caused a loss of Rs350 million and we have learnt a lesson from it,” Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said at a press conference held at the PR headquarters here on Monday.


He said that a task force comprising officials of the Pakistan Railways, NLC and FWO had been set up to study railways network and suggest measures to ensure that rail link between different parts of the country was not affected in case of incidents like that of the Ran Pathani bridge collapse. However, the railways would cover the loss by further improving its service and by running more trains.


All stops of trains made under political consideration would be eliminated after Eidul Fitr, he said and added: “Trains will be stopping only at stations where passengers and freight will be available.”

“Politicians are already not happy with me,” he said when asked the decision might annoy some politicians. A decision had also been taken to end three stops of Tezgam with immediate effect.


The minister said that Indian authorities would decide when to resume rail traffic on the Monabao and Khokhrapar sector and there was no hurdle in this regard on the part of the Pakistan Railways. “At present, the track is lying unutilised. We are ready to resume the operation of the Thar Express any time,” he added.

(Dawn-1, 03/10/2006)

Quaidabad flyover to be completed by June 2007


KARACHI, Oct 3: Pakistan Steel Mills Chairman Maj-Gen (Rtd) Mohammad Javed has said that the Quaidabad Flyover project, which was started in May 2005, would be completed by June 2007.

During his visit to the construction site on Tuesday, he said that the 753-metre-long and 9.6-metre-wide four-lane flyover would be completed at a cost of Rs220 million. He said that it was a gift to the citizens of Karachi from Pakistan Steel Mills under Tameer-i-Karachi Programme.

He said that the Steel Mills was extending financial support as well as technical supervision for the construction of this flyover.


Appreciating the efforts of engineers and staff in carrying out the carpeting of two-way diversion roads which considerably eased the traffic flow, he emphasized to further accelerate the pace of work and complete the project by the target date.

Representatives of M/s Railcop (Pakistan Railways), which has been assigned the project, were also present on the occasion.


NEW KARACHI: New Karachi Town has completed carpeting of Road-2100 from Siddiq-i-Akbar Masjid Nagan Chowrangi to Godhra Timber Market Road-7000.

This was stated by New Karachi Town Nazim Mohammed Hanif Surti during a visit to ongoing carpeting and patch work at Shahrah Khurshid Begum on Monday. He was accompanied by town officer infrastructure and other officials.

He said that carpeting of Road-4100, 2400, 4200 and 4400 was under way and it would be completed shortly.


Hanif Surti said that because of the strategy adopted by the town administration, for the first time in last some years, unhindered traffic movement was witnessed this Ramazan and fasting people were doing Iftar at their homes in time.


GULSHAN: Gulshan Town Nazim Wasey Jalil has said that volunteers will continue to assist the traffic police to ensure smooth flow of traffic during Ramazan. He stated this during a visit to Buhadarabad and adjoining areas to monitor the traffic situation.

He also visited UC 3, 7, 9 and 11 and issued directive to concerned officials for improved sanitary conditions and lighting arrangements in important shopping centres and markets. He said that sanitary staff should be deployed at all markets of Buhadarabad, Samama Shopping Centre, PIB and KDA market and special monitoring on unscrupulous elements be carried out. He said that a group of sanitary workers be immediately set up along with provision of garbage trolleys for sanitation at important roundabouts, shopping centres, markets and other public places.

The town nazim directed that backyards of markets should be allocated for parking.


Meanwhile, the first filter water plant installed in Block 13-D of Gulshan-i-Iqbal has been closed for the last one month following a fault in its purification system. The residents of apartments, where this plant was installed, said on Tuesday that the plant had worked only for one and half month after its installation. They said that the maintenance person, who had been visiting the plant every day, was giving lame excuses for the closure.


It may be noted that the Swiss-made filter plant has been donated by the Canadian NGO “Friends of Success” through the Pakistan Canadian Business Council. The builder of the apartment has provided the site for the installation of filter plant.

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had inaugurated the plant on July 20. The plant worked only for one and half month. After its closure, the residents said that water being supplied was not safe for drinking. They urged the authorities to look into the matter and ask the officials concerned to ensure its maintenance and restart the plant.

(Dawn-18, 04/10/2006)

Why no relief on oil prices?

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA), as part of the bimonthly review of oil prices in the country, has announced that there will be no change for the next 15 days. Considering that the price of petroleum products in Pakistan, by the government's own repeated admission, are closely linked to the international price of oil, one fails to understand why OGRA has not cut oil prices in its recent reviews. As of Oct 3, the price of oil fell to below $60 a barrel, down from a high of over $78 a barrel in July, which means a fall of over 23 per cent. But despite this, Pakistani consumers of imported oil and petroleum products have not been passed on the benefit of this lower price.


The government needs to explain this because its actions seem to strongly suggest that users in the country are not to be passed on the benefit of lower oil prices but whenever the international price of oil rises this burden should be transferred to them. This kind of approach is bad because it shows that the government, contrary to its oft-repeated claims, does not want to take measures that will directly benefit the public, and that it instead wants to fill its own coffers as a result of the widening price difference. The worst part is that when confronted with such arguments in the past, the government has tended to take the somewhat irrational defence that equates its lowering of domestic oil prices -- or even keeping them constant --with a subsidy to the general oil-using public. This is disingenuous to say the least because passing on the benefit of a lower price for imported oil to the end user cannot be claimed to be an act of providing a subsidy. The government has no control over the international price of oil though what it does certainly have within its authority is how much domestic users will pay. By not passing on the benefit of lower international oil prices to domestic users, the government in effect is benefiting from a subsidy which is coming at the expense of the people of Pakistan. 


It seems as if this is used by the government to shore up its fiscal position as well, given that oil prices have not been lowered even once since July of this year. Of course, the influence of the oil-marketing and refineries lobby should also not be underestimated because any lowering of domestic oil prices would hurt their sales and high level of profits. The government, however, needs to understand that passing on the benefit -- which makes sense even from a purely economic view -- would be a godsend to ordinary Pakistanis because expenditures on necessities such as fuel make up a significant proportion of their household budget. Also, since oil and petroleum products are so widely used in commerce and industry as input, reducing their price would help curb inflation in the economy. This would be especially true for the cost-push variety, which is less preferable to inflation caused by demand pressures (since that at least results in an increase in national output) and which is caused usually when prices of inputs rise. Rising oil prices are a major reason why the cost of just about everything in the economy has risen. Keeping them stable now, when they have fallen by over 23 per cent since July, and given that we import most of our oil and petroleum requirements, is to act in a most unfair manner. The government should reconsider its decision not to pass on the benefit of lower international oil prices to domestic users.

(The News-7, 05/10/2006)
City to get 250 CNG buses

KARACHI: The city will get 250 CNG buses from a Swedish company in the next six months in phases. The company representative Ahmed Bashir disclosed this during a meeting with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at his office on Wednesday. He apprised that all arrangements have been made in this regard. Mustafa said that the city govt wanted to introduce urban transport culture through private sector on which the work has already been started. “We are keen to provide the people of Karachi all modern facilities and all out cooperation would be extended to private parties that are keen to bring in new buses,” the Nazim added.

(The News-3, 05/10/2006)
Foreign firms to invest 200m euros in transport

KARACHI: Kenhill Private Limited has offered to invest 200 million euros in public transport and said the company, in collaboration with Holland Bus Private Ltd, is interested in plying 1,500 modern and comfortable buses in the metropolis during the next two years.

The company’s CEO Mohammad Samiullah met Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal at his office, on Thursday. He said if tax incentive is given by the federal government and proper routes allocated, the company will ply more and more modern buses on city roads in the next two years.


Welcoming the offer, Kamal said that all possible steps would be taken to bring transport culture at par with the international standard. In future, he said, CNG buses would be introduced in Karachi and the city government is developing infrastructure suitable for these buses. He said CNG stations are being established and terminals being constructed to facilitate the investors.


The Nazim said the government has already given permission for 8,000 CNG buses over the next four years and the companies investing in transport sector will not have to pay markup on bank loans. He added that introduction of large size modern buses will bring a positive change in transport culture of the metropolis.

(The News-4, 06/10/2006)
Chundrigar Road: no-go area for public transport

KARACHI: Closure of I. I. Chundrigar Road for public transport is resulting in losses to the tune of millions to the national exchequer, and also causing mental and physical torture to thousands of people who have to reach various offices located on this financial hub early in the morning.

The I. I. Chundrigar Road is Karachi’s business hub and houses the Karachi Stock Exchange, Cotton Exchange, head offices and branches of almost all local and foreign banks, including the State Bank, financial and administrative institutions, main railway reservation office and DS office, as well as many government offices. On all working days, public dealing at a massive level is witnessed in the vicinity of this road and the population count remains at peak during day time.


The importance of this road increases owing to the City Railway Station, major newspaper offices, GPO, Telegraph Office and CCPO office also located on this artery. On a normal working day, tens of thousands of people commute between this commercial, business and financial centre and the rest of the Karachi.


Citizens, mostly office-goers, traders and passengers intending to travel to some upcountry destination suffer owing to non-availability of public transport.


It results in waste of many hours on the one hand, and obstruction in the businessman community’s efforts towards growth of national economy, on the other, as time always counts in competing rivals in imports, exports and other trading affairs.

“By the time many importers reach their concerned banks with regard to LCs, they are told that banking time is over,” remarked one, Mr Hasan, who works for a trading firm.


People have no other choice but to use private transport but they reach the desired offices late as they have to cover long distances on foot. Similarly, the staff working for various banks and insurance companies, having their offices located on this important road, face harassment in their offices as they reach offices late after walking long distances.


“Despite paying full travel expenses up to Tower via City Railway Station, commuters traveling by UTS buses and coaches continue to spend extra money on rickshaws and taxis to reach the GPO, the City Railway Station or to any other office located on the road,” maintained a commuter, adding that thousands of people commuting between suburban areas and the city centre have been deprived of direct access to I. I. Chundrigar Road owing to the closure of this road for public transport.


Inquiries revealed that the transport and communications department of the district government had banned entry of public transport buses on I. I. Chundrigar Road in February on the pretext of launching a Rs200 million project for the beautification of the road and avoiding impending traffic jams on the road.


Naib City Nazim Nasreen Jalil had stated in mid-February that the road had been closed for public transport forever for the convenience of businessmen, especially foreigners, visiting regularly the financial and trade institutions located on and around it.


After the closure of buses, a free shuttle service has been introduced, but traveling on this service means sheer waste of time as these buses are available after an interval of 20 to 25 minutes while in case of public transport vehicles, they had to wait for a maximum of five minutes.


Presently, commuters are made to travel in overcrowded shuttle buses even by standing inside the congested coach on the busiest portion of M. A. Jinnah Road between KMC Head Office and Tower where thousands of public transport buses of different routes terminate.


As soon as the diverted public transport buses enter M. A. Jinnah Road near KMC Head Office and city courts, traffic starts moving at a snail’s pace owing to massive business activity going on at this portion of the road.


Boulton Market, Juna Market, Electronics Market, besides wholesale and retail markets of various other commodities are located here and it almost becomes impossible for office-goers to stay seated in buses stuck in traffic snarls.


So many people disembark from buses and start walking on footpath, ultimately suffering delays and many face the risk of being hit by rashly driven vehicles.This problem is being faced by those who want to travel on the posterior portion of Chundrigar Road (after GPO), but those who want to reach Chundrigar Road’s anterior section, it becomes more difficult as buses drop them at Arts Council Roundabout, leaving them to walk up to Jang Press via Shaheen Complex. This walk is also risky as they have to cross the roundabout at Shaheen Complex and then to proceed towards Chundrigar Road.


According to the original rerouting map published in newspapers, and the notification issued by the transport and communications department, all sorts of public transport buses have been denied access to Chundrigar Road and these are to join S. M. Law College road from Shaheen Complex Roundabout, but the traffic police started diverting the UTS 12 and 9, metrobus and the 1C and 8-A buses right from the Arts Council roundabout towards Din Mohammad Wafai Road on the orders of the DIG Traffic, violating the spirit of the original plan.


Inquiries further revealed that no public objections were invited by the city district government prior to introducing the scheme.


There was a general impression that the bus-free plan had been imposed allegedly on the insistence of State Bank authorities. If it was correct, the authorities must have forgotten that such a decision may cause this much misery to tens of thousands of commuters who travel in various public transport buses to reach their offices located on and around I. I. Chundrigar Road.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had also endorsed the decision that the road should be declared bus-free but ignored the decency of inviting public objections prior to taking such a cruel decision.


To the surprise of many, not a single NGO or community-based organisation has resisted the decision so far, and no suit was filed on this violation of basic right of commuters.


“In any civilised country, importance is given to commuters of public transport means because too many cars on a single roads would create traffic jam while a single bus carrying over 100 people would not cause any traffic congestion,” said a commuter


“There is no rationale behind banning the entry of public transport vehicle… such things happen nowhere… public transport is given preference over private transport in many countries, said another commuter, adding: “But in our country, the situation is the opposite as the city nazim has been quoted to have said that if people develop a habit of walking, they would soon become accustomed to it. Now when several months have elapsed, the people have been criticising the decision of the city government as they have started reaching their offices late which ultimately makes a negative impression on their performance,” said a dejected employee of a private firm.

“Authorities at the helm of the affairs are not aware of the role of common man in the progress of society. Those having their own transport can reach anywhere by covering a long distance, but a commuter traveling in an overcrowded bus has no choice,” said a commuter.

Many people said that now when the free shuttle service has failed to come up to the expectations of commuters, there is again a need for the restoration of the previous scheme of transport on Chundrigar Road as thousands of people have to walk or pay exorbitant fares of rickshaw and taxi to avoid delays in reaching their destination somewhere on this road.

(By Zaheer Ahmed Khan, Dawn-17, 07/10/2006)

Rashid Minhas Road: a commuters’ nightmare

KARACHI: Commuters, including two ambulances, got enmeshed in a severe traffic jam at Millennium Roundabout on main Rashid Minhas Road Saturday afternoon. 


The traffic remained at a standstill for some 30 minutes chiefly due to mismanagement and the ongoing work undertaken by the Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB) that has spread the mud as wide as one lane into the middle of the road. However, one of the ambulances later managed to squeeze through a service lane but other remained stuck. Meanwhile, motorcyclists, most of whom were also carrying ladies, took the risk of their lives and drove on the wrong side of the road which, ironically enough, was comparatively better for traffic flow. 


The congestion was caused by mismanagement and double-lane parking along the Millennium Shopping Mall and in addition to this there were only two traffic policemen to regulate traffic and stop random parking. Although traffic police in their recent circular said that district police would also help them to avoid traffic congestion but it was not the case at the said roundabout. It is also noticeable that vehicles from Askary interrupt the flow of traffic at the roundabout despite the fact that they are supposed to move along the road up to the intersection at a distance of few yards and then take a turn from there.


It may be added here that the development work undertaken by the KWSB on Rashid Minhas Road is continuously disturbing the flow of vehicular traffic as well as causing problems for the pedestrians while crossing the road since the water accumulated on the road for almost a week now has added to traffic congestion near Jauhar Turning. Consequently traffic remains congested from the Honda Showroom up to the Jauhar Turning as a regular feature. The situation gets worse around peak hours.


The city government recently completed patching work on a portion of the same road just opposite the Millennium Shopping Mall to avoid possible congestion during Ramazan but the development work carried out along the road is again causing an overflow of water on the road that has left the place submerged and muddy near Jauhar Turning. The pedestrians are also encountering difficulties in crossing the road as there is no pedestrian overhead bridge and the only convenience they have is the signal at Jauhar Turning but since the intersection is very congested and muddy, it has become difficult for many pedestrians to cross the road without getting their clothes dirtied.


The number of policemen at the spot needs to be raised so that the issues of random parking on the turning along the Millennium Mall can be addressed and the additional sergeants will also help stop private cars from Askary that interrupts the traffic along the roundabout.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-5, 08/10/2006)
Road safety

IN most countries, the road network system is designed keeping in view the physical limitations of the disabled. Sadly, that’s not the case in our country.

In Karachi, roads and footways are often found uncomfortable for the people who have disabilities. In fact, they are equally uncomfortable for physically fit people. It is estimated that about 10 per cent of the Karachi’s population suffers from one form of disability or the other.


There are different forms of disabilities. Some of them are: visual impairment, mobility impairment and hearing impairment. The needs of the people suffering from any of these disablities in the context of the road system would be different. For example, a person with a weak vision will have different needs compared to a person using a wheelchair. People with eye diseases may face difficulties like judging platform borders, climbing stairs and recognising signboard colours. Those with mobility impairment may move slowly, tire out easily, have difficulty in using stairs, and have balancing problems. They require non-slip pavements. Users of wheelchairs require ramps, gentle slopes and smooth travel path.


Then there is another issue. A wheelchair user would be benefited by a ramp, but a slightly steeper smooth ramp may cause problems for the people who have mobility problems, unless the ramp has a rough surface and a flat-out slope.


An overview of Karachi’s road system, from the point of view of the disabled, would show that no road in Karachi has been designed and constructed keeping the needs of the disabled in mind. Footways do not have ramps that can be used by people in wheelchairs or for using prams or trolleys. The width of most footways is often found relatively narrow. At certain places, the level of footways is too high compared to the level of the road (for example, the road on the rear of Civic Centre). The bulbs of most traffic signals are either fused or have low illumination.


In order to have a fully convenient and easy accessible road system in Karachi, the road department should conduct a road safety audit of all roads, keeping the requirements of the disabled. There are a number of ways through which roads can be improved. Some steps are suggested here:


Technology: At all intersections, pedestrian crossings should be made. The Hasan Square intersection, during morning hours, presents a picture of complete chaos and confusion, because of the absence of pedestrian crossings. One can find people crossing roads, at times diagonally, in the absence of any guided strips. People turning to Civic Centre entrance are obstructed by minibuses, people waiting at the bus stand and people crossing the road. The recent underpass work at Schon circle, Clifton, does not have facilities even for physically fit pedestrians. Disabled people will find the planning at Schon circle most troublesome. And pedestrians find themselves at a total loss when they try and cross the Schon circle intersection.


The open drains running along the central island on Shahra-e-Quaideen road and the road which starts from FTC and leads towards Korangi are extremely hazardous. There is no protection for motorists. A slight mistake can make the vehicle fall into the drain. Recently, a child fell into it and died. It should be covered with RCC slabs, strong enough to bear heavy load with the provision of ventilation shafts at regular intervals all along the length for sewer gas emissions.


Pedestrian crossings should have proper markings in solid white lines of appropriate width (200mm) of durable quality paint. On Zebunnisa Street, pedestrian crossings have faded to such an extent that one is unable to see them. To make pedestrian crossings friendly to all users, they should be identified by both visual and perceptible cues, which would indicate their beginning and end.


People with disabilities have the right to move about freely. It is the duty of the city government to provide facilities that enable easy movement of disabled people. A wide range of devices is available, which can be employed at traffic signals and road crossings, to help people with disabilities to safely cross the roads.


Audio tactile pushbuttons can be installed which can prove helpful to people with impaired vision. Tactile ground surfaces also help such people in knowing that they are stepping onto the roads. Audio tactile pushbuttons, or walk buttons, are basically a standard device, which gives two different noises and has a raised surface on the button. Every two seconds a beep is heard signifying “don’t walk”. This helps the people with weak vision to find the button. A rapid pulsing sound, preceded by an initial peep signifies “walk”.


Ground tactile surface indicators provide information to the vision impaired people through their sense of touch, either underfoot or with the help of a cane. They give a different colour to the pavement. Changes in ground surface alert such people that they are approaching a hazardous area, such as a road or signal crossing. They can be installed on traffic medians, traffic islands and kerb ramps at road crossings, with or without signals. Audio-tactile units are used in conjunction with tactile surface indicators to improve safe crossing.


Microwave detectors are radar units that are mounted on top of traffic signal posts. Their function is to detect pedestrians walking across the walkway. People with impaired mobility may not be able to cross the road properly within the time of “walk” signal. These detectors track the pedestrians as they cross the road. They either increase the time needed for a person to cross the road by delaying the change of traffic signal, or decrease the time if the person has crossed the road quickly.


Pedestrian refuges are islands located centrally across the roadway. They provide a safe area for pedestrians crossing the road. They are often used where pedestrian-operated signals are not considered necessary.


Pedestrian walkthroughs are breaks in raised median strips that provide level pathways for pedestrians, disabled persons, people in wheelchairs and cyclists crossing single or multi-lane roads.


Well-designed kerb ramps of standard length and gradient improve accessibility at crossings. Vision impaired pedestrians are assisted by orientating the ramp grade in the direction of travel by aligning ramps on both sides of the road and by aligning ramps with pushbutton signals.


People who have disabilities on their part have to adopt certain basic rules for their safety, as their role is equally important in maintaining road safety. For example, people in wheelchairs need to look out for cars coming in or coming out of driveways. They should not assume that other people are aware of their presence. The important rule is “see and be seen”.


If the roads in Karachi are to be made friendly to the disabled people, the city government needs to get in touch with the association of disabled people and assess their needs and requirements. This will enable the city government to prioritize its development plans so that areas requiring urgent attention should be first taken care of. For example, the Zebunnisa Street (in Saddar) may require immediate rehabilitation of footways and improvement in road crossing interventions.

(By F.H.Mughal, Dawn-Magazine-5, 08/10/2006)

‘Star City’: widening of Garden Road


IT is increasingly difficult for vehicular traffic to move along the major arterial roads of the Karachi city centre because of excessive traffic, which the present widths of roads are unable to bear. The newspapers are full of traumatic stories of persons stuck in jams for hours, or sick people dying because ambulances could not get through, or delays in fire-engines reaching, etc.


The citizens of Karachi must be informed that we have written to Syed Mustafa Kamal, the city nazim, to Ifthikar Qaimkhani, the EDO of the Master Plan Group of Offices, and to the executive officer, Karachi Cantonment, about 'Star City' which is being built on Plot 73 N. I. Lines in Karachi Cantonment, asking him why the city government has not stopped this upcoming project whose illegal plans have been approved by the Karachi Cantonment Board without observing the 37-foot road-widening cutline for Garden Road. The road lies between the CDGK and KCB jurisdiction.


About two years ago, we had written a similar letter to the city nazim Naimatullah Khan, who acted promptly in the public interest to stop a nearby project, ‘Amma Tower’ on Plot 71 N.I. Lines, and had it moved back outside the roadwidening reservation.

The road-widening cutlines to cater to increased traffic were planned by the KIT (predecessor of the KDA and CDGK) in the 1950s, when the population of Karachi was less than 1.5 million. How is it possible not to implement the same when the population of the city has increased ten-fold, especially on a critical intersection near the electronics market where the traffic and parking is chaotic?


We have requested EDO (MPGO) Ifthikar Qaimkhani to immediately take up this matter of road-widening setbacks, before hundreds of innocent persons book shops and flats in the project. We have also asked him to tackle the KCB on the arbitrary change of zoning carried out by them in the city centre, where 1: 6 plot ratio commercial projects are approved overnight on former residential bungalow plots, without conducting any technical town planning exercise, and without providing the necessary enhanced utilities, infrastructure and amenities.


Through copies of the above letter, we have also asked the governor, the chief secretary, the DCO, the additional DG, ML&C, at Rawalpindi, the director, ML&C, at Karachi, and the cantonment executive officer, KCB, to save what little is left of the built environment of this beleaguered city.

AMBER ALI BHAI, General Secretary Shehri: CBE Karachi

(Dawn-6, 08/10/2006)

Lyari road in shambles

KARACHI, Oct 8: Lyari’s main artery Shah Latif Bhittai Rooad, previously known as Atamaram Pretum Das Road, is still in shambles, owing to which residents and commuters have been suffering.

This artery links Lyari with Site, Keamari and Saddar towns and all leads to Ahmed Shah Bukhari Road, Slaughter House Road, Haji Pir Mohmmad Road, Fidha Husain Shaika Road, Mir Mohammad Baloch Road, D.D Chaudhary Road.


Area people said as this main road has not been maintained properly in the past, it has developed potholes.

They said work on improvement of the road started during the tenure of the former Nazim, but it was abandoned for unknown reasons and the present setup has committed to start work but so far nothing has been done and the situation is turning from bad to worse. A survey shows that a complete chaos prevails on the road day and night, disturbing people’s normal civic life.

All appeals to made by the people for the repair of the road have gone unheeded according to the people.

This vital artery of about 10 kilometres length has no footpath at many of its portions. As such, pedestrians, particularly women and children, cannot walk.


At most of the places, footpaths are completely encroached upon by vendors, pan-shops, auto-rickshaw workshops and food stalls leaving no space for pedestrians for walk.


The members of Baghdadi Mohallah Committee said the situation was worst at the Moosa Lane portion. They recalled that some years back, a drain along the roadside had been dug between Lucky Arcade and Jan Bai Maternity Home, but the same had been abandoned and it appears that the civic agency had forgotten this important project.

(Dawn-14, 09/10/2006)

SHC decree to phase out smoke-emitting vehicles awaits implementation

KARACHI: Despite clear directions of the Sindh High Court in April for phasing out faulty and smoke-emitting public transport vehicles from the city within three month, no concrete measures to enforce SHC verdict are being carried out to halt process of environmental degradation. 


Karachi over the years owing to neglect, lack of ownership by government as well as political parties has turned into a jungle of slums, over-flowing gutters, dilapidated roads, rampant lawlessness, chaotic traffic and ever rising pollution. 


According to a Suparco report released in July, air and water pollution levels in Karachi have crossed national and international environment danger marks, while according to the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2005-06, air pollution level in Pakistani cities are the highest in world and still rising. The survey revealed smoke and dust particle known as SPM that cause lung diseases, in Karachi are twice the world average and five times higher than developed countries and Latin America. 


The major causes of rise in air pollution are dust, industrial wastage, burning of solid waste, smoke-emitting vehicles, especially two-stroke vehicles, diesel trucks and buses and use substandard fuel. 

It must be noted that there were about 75,000 rickshaws, buses, minibuses, taxies, trucks, delivery vans and pickups plying on city roads, without any integrated vehicle checking system. Environmentalists are of opinion air pollution from vehicular emission can be obtained at different levels by installation of pollution control devices and degradation can be stopped by switching over to cleaner fuel and modification in design of engines and by phasing out obsolete technology. 


Some rickshaw owners and drivers, when contacted, said that they were willing to convert two-stroke rickshaw into four-stroke rickshaw, using CNG as an environment friendly fuel but they need financial assistance. Quoting example of Delhi, they asked that they should be assisted financially by the government. 

The Indian govt spent billion of rupees to turn Delhi into a pollution-free city. The citizens have been hearing since long about introduction of CNG-buses and complete revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) but both promises are open-ended with no firm deadlines. 


Another major concern was flow of million of gallons untreated industrial effluent into sea. In March, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan told tanneries to set up water treatment plants as to halt environmental degradation but it appeared that owners of these tanneries and other industries had turned a deaf ear to these instructions. 


Fishing communities of Ibrahim Hyderi and other coastal areas of the downtown have complained about factories, discharging toxic chemicals into sea, posing threat not only to marine life but also to human lives. Experts say Karachi needs integrated policies and approach for a sustainable environmental growth and effective enforcement of laws, otherwise, situation could be more devastating in the future.

(The News-4, 09/10/2006)
Traffic jam on University Road

KARACHI: A massive traffic jam was witnessed on the University Road in front of NED University in morning hours of Sunday. 

According to details, the entry test for admission to the first year MBBS in medical colleges of the Dow University of Health & Sciences (DUHS) was held at the NED University of Engineering and Technology Sunday morning. Some 3,400 candidates took part in the test. The candidates, most of them accompanied by their parents, reported for the test in the morning in public transport, private cars, taxis, motorcycles and other vehicles. 


On the occasion, thousands of vehicles were parked on both lanes of the University Road from the Karachi University to Safari Park, as well as, nearby streets. They created a crippling traffic jam on the University Road, especially around 11am, when the candidates returned after taking the exam. 


Due to the traffic jam, a large number of public transport and private vehicles were stranded. Shoppers of the Sunday Bazaar, including a large number of families, suffered a lot due to the traffic jam. The traffic jam was gradually cleared and by 12:30pm traffic flow on this section of University Road was normal.

(The News-2, 09/10/2006)
Father, son killed in car-trailer collision

KARACHI: At least four persons including a father and son lost their lives on Sunday.

Khalid Nawaz Baloch, 55, the joint secretary of PML-N (Sindh), his 25-year-old son, Rehan Nawaz, and Ghulam Mustufa, a 22-year-old friend of Rehan, were killed, while Dost Muhammad, the driver received injuries when a recklessly driven trailer rammed into a car in which they were traveling and were returning from the Port Muhammad Bin Qasim.


The Bin Qasim police said that four persons in a car became victims of reckless driving when a trailer hit the car from the opposite side near Toyota Company. The errant driver of the trailer managed his escape well leaving his vehicle on the spot that was later impounded by the police.

The bodies were shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where it was opened that the deceased persons were residing in Shah Faisal Colony and were running a gift-shop at Port Qasim.


Meanwhile, a 35-year-old man was crushed to death when a recklessly driven vehicle knocked him down near the shrine of Hazrat Abdullah Shah Ghazi, while he was crossing the road in Clifton police locality.

A worshiper, who had come to offer prayers in Memon Masjid, fell unconscious when he was coming out of the Masjid. 

Others worshipers took the unconscious man to the Civil Hospital, where he was identified as Mir Salam, 55. Later, the man was breathed his last.

(The News-4, 09/10/2006)
Poor patchwork on roads

KARACHI, Oct 8: Traffic congestions on various thoroughfares and roads have become a routine as the civic agencies concerned could not carry out proper patchwork on eroded roads in various localities.

Motorists and motorcyclists, who slow down their vehicles over a pothole, are sometimes intercepted and deprived of their cellular phones, cash and belongings by bandits. The potholes and craters on various roads somehow make the criminals’ job easier.

The potholes and ditches developed on various roads also cause damages to vehicles using the broken roads. More than a month lapsed since the downpour lashed the city, a number of roads with potholes and ditches have not been repaired.


A motorist in Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s Block-12 said: “I have got the suspension and shock-absorbers of my car repaired some six months back but the car again needs repairs due to deep potholes and ditches all the way from Jauhar Mor to my home in Block-12.”


The road running from Jauhar Chowrangi to University Road has almost become non-motorable due to the leakage of underground water pipeline. Residents said that the water is supplied to the localities on alternate days.

They said that on the supply day the road was submerged with water. The continuous leakage of water eroded the carpeted road and created deep potholes making it impossible for vehicles to use it. The authorities concerned appeared least interested in plugging the leakages in pipelines and repairing the road for use.


As the road is in dilapidated condition, motorists mostly use the overcrowded Rashid Minhas Road to reach Jauhar Chowrangi via NIPA and Safari Park.


One track of University Road from Safoora Goth roundabout to Jauhar Complex has developed deep potholes forcing commuters to use one track for two-way traffic.The commuters and motorists living in Gulistan-i-Jauhar have been fed up with the indifferent attitude of civic authorities and demanded the government to look into the matter.


Besides, the Rashid Minhas Road developed craters near Gulshan Chowrangi a few months back. Since then it has been left unattended by the civic agencies. Similarly, the road along the turning from Rashid Minhas Road towards Block-15 in Federal B Area along UBL Sports Complex was uneven despite the officials claim that patchwork on the road has been completed.


Similarly, a cut across the road near Gulberg Chowrangi, was carried out and left unattended and another road running from Gulberg Chowrangi to Water Pump intersection was also dug up for laying pipeline and left unattended.


The traffic congestions near Mukka Chowrangi have become a routine since the closure of U-turn near Bhaijan Chowk. All the traffic take a U-turn at Mukka Chowrangi and the traffic jams occur especially in peak hours in the evening. The road running from Azizabad No 8 Chowrangi towards Yaseenabad and Gulshan-i-Iqbal was repaired overnight, but the potholes and ditches on other roads leading to Dastagir and Karimabad from Comprehensive School Chowrangi are yet to be repaired.


The patches filled and carpeted on Abdullah Haroon Road from Zainab Market to Regal Chowk and Sir Aga Khan III Road near JJ Hospital appeared as speed breakers, since the patchwork was not done according to the road level. The patchwork in front of Capri Cinema on M.A. Jinnah Road was also not less than a speed breaker where the fast moving traffic has to slow down abruptly which may cause accidents.

The newly-constructed road from Water Pump to Aisha Manzil intersection in Federal B Area has also developed potholes near Arshi Shopping Centre. The same thoroughfare developed deep craters in front of Mothercare Hospital but the city government has yet to take its notice.


A big crater developed right from the ascending of the Liaquatabad flyover while going from Liaquatabad to Aisha Manzil in Federal B Area. The crater poses serious threats to motorists and especially motorcyclists.


Many complaints were lodged with the civic agency concerned but the road has not been repaired. The same track turns uneven soon after the descending of the flyover on Sharah-i-Pakistan. The fast moving traffic take brakes and causes accidents on daily basis.


One of the busiest roads, Deen Mohammad Wafai Road running from Shaheen Complex to Arts Council remained uneven despite the officials claim that patchwork on the road has been completed.

The substandard patchworks do not serve the very purpose and the traffic remains congested at the spots where the patchwork was done.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-13, 09/10/2006)

Three killed in road accident

KARACHI, Oct 8: Three persons died and another man was injured in a road accident near Port Qasim on Sunday.

Police said the accident occurred between a car and a lorry near Port Qasim, and all the victims who died in the accident were traveling in the car. Police said the victims died on the spot. They were identified as Khalid, Rehan and Murtaza .

Till filing of this report the bodies had not reached the Jinnah Hospital.


SHOT DEAD: A town police officer and a station house officer were intercepted by bandits near Gulshan-i-Maymar on Sunday.

However, their bodyguard reportedly shot dead one of the bandits and forced the other to flee.

TPO of Gulberg Mir Husain Lahri and the station house officer of Gabol Town police station were passing through Gulshan-i-Maymar in a white Corolla with their gunman sitting in the back.


Close to Taiser Town, they were intercepted by two persons riding on a motorcycle who attempted to hold them at gunpoint.

Seeing the guard sitting in the back seat, the suspects opened fire at the vehicle. The policeman retaliated, killing one of the bandit on the spot. His other accomplice managed to flee.

Police claimed the recovery a TT pistol, two magazines and a stolen motorcycle (KBQ-6290).

(Dawn-13, 09/10/2006)

8-A buses stop plying

I WOULD like bring to the notice of the Sindh public transport authorities that 8-A buses, operating from the PIB Colony to Keamari via Saddar and I.I. Chudrigar Road have stopped their service due to restrictions on plying buses on I.I. Chundrigar Road.


Following the stoppage of 8-A buses, commuters from the localities of PIB Colony, Martin Road, Jail Road, Jamshed Road have been facing a great difficulty in reaching Saddar. This was the only bus which used to ply from the PIB Colony to Saddar, while there are buses of five different routes, such as 5-C, 4-L and 6, that ply from Teen Hatti to Saddar.

If these buses are diverted from Teen Hatti to Jail Road, to Jamshed Road and then to their normal route toward Saddar, thousands of PIB Colony commuters will get much relief.

Hopefully the authorities concerned will do the needful.

NAYAB RAZA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 09/10/2006)

2 crushed to death
KARACHI, Oct 9: Two persons were crushed beneath a container at ICI Bridge on Monday night. TPO Keamari said identities of the dead could not be immediately ascertained, but according to initial information, a container placed on a lorry fell on a Shehzore truck at the ICI Bridge, killing its two occupants on the spot.

Till filing of this report, the container was being removed from the small truck.

In Keamari, as many as 13 persons were injured when the bus they were traveling in fell off the Jinnah Bridge.

Police said the bus was carrying workers to Port Qasim, and due to speeding the bus broke through the protective railing of the bridge and landed on the ground.


Following the accident, rescue services including, Edhi ambulances, police, and Rangers personal reached the spot and rescued the victims from the wreckage. The injured were shifted to the Civil and Jinnah hospitals for treatment, police said.

Police blamed the driver for speeding. He was also injured in the accident and was detained at the hospital by the police.


ARRESTED: Police held a six-member gang of bandits who used to loot buses and coaches.

The Site TPO told Dawn that the gang boarded a coach at the Banaras area and when the vehicle reached a desolate place they held the driver and the passengers at gunpoint and started looting them.

After intercepting the vehicle, policemen fired some shots into the air, calling on the bandits to surrender.

Seeing the heavy police presence, the six suspects identified as Liaquat, Asif, Sabir, Muhammad Jameel, Ajaz and Nadeem surrendered before the police. Police seized TT pistols from them.

(Dawn-17, 10/10/2006)

Charged parking to be reintroduced


KARACHI, Oct 10: Police have decided in principle to reintroduce charged parking system to control rising crimes of vehicle lifting in the metropolis.

Sindh IGP Jehangir Mirza disclosed this in a meeting of senior police officers held at Central Police Office here on Tuesday. He said the step was taken in light of the Street Crimes Fighting Plan proposed by Prime Minster Shaukat Aziz to curb street crimes.

Sindh IGP asked the police officials to point out active street criminal groups with the help of special branch and CID and ensure their arrest. He said that security personnel should be deputed at prominent places and advance information collection units should be reactivated in all police stations.

(Dawn-19, 11/10/2006)

Petrol price likely to be reduced

ISLAMABAD, Oct 10: The government has decided in principle to reduce petroleum prices from Oct 15 in the wake of a 25 per cent decline in international oil prices over the past two months.

Sources told Dawn on Tuesday that ex-refinery price of diesel was reduced by about Rs3 per litre to Rs30.13 on Oct 9, 2006 from Rs33.34 about two months ago. Similarly, the ex-refinery price of motor spirit was also decreased by about Rs4 per litre to Rs26.13 from Rs30.52.

The decision was taken at a meeting of oil refinery and petroleum ministry officials on Tuesday, which also discussed a proposal to reduce the deemed duty on petroleum products, bringing them to an average of 7.5 per cent from existing average 10 per cent level.


The meeting, presided over by secretary petroleum Ahmad Waqar, was informed that the government had been severely criticised for a long time for charging such a high rate of duty that ‘unnecessarily protected rusted and run-down machinery’.

The reduction in deemed duty would automatically reduce product prices by 30-40 paisa per litre. The government currently charges Rs2.06 and Rs3.34 per litre deemed duty on kerosene and high-speed diesel.


It was agreed that international oil prices had declined by about 25 per cent from $80 per barrel to $60 per barrel while prices in the Gulf from where Pakistan imports most of the products was even lower. As such, the meeting generally reached the conclusion that the diesel prices should be reduced by over Rs3 per litre, but the exact size would be worked out on Oct 14 with the prime minister’s approval.


Similarly, the price of motor spirit could also be reduced by about Rs2.5 per litre if pure technical calculations were made, a participant of the meeting told Dawn but said a final decision would also be made by the prime minister because it involved about Rs13 per litre petroleum development levy.

Another official said the government had almost recovered the loss it suffered when it froze oil prices since start of the financial year in July.


Last month, the World Bank had also criticised the government for charging higher ocean losses and handling charges to consumers.

The bank had also criticised the government for deemed duty which it said was designed to protect refineries at the cost of consumers, which it said, was highly questionable.


Ihtasham ul Haque adds: Secretary Petroleum Ahmad Waqar said although the prices of petroleum products and crude oil have shown declining trends in the international market during the past three fortnights but it has been utilised to adjust petroleum differential claims and subsidy on HSD, kerosene and LDO.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 11/10/2006)

Traffic jam irks citizens


KARACHI, Oct 11: Effective traffic management resulted in free flow of traffic during the first half of holy month on almost all thoroughfares of Karachi except Golimar up to Business Recorder Road where traffic clog was a daily affair.

The town municipal administration has banned the parking of commercial and other vehicles along the road but failure in implementing the ban troubled the ordinary commuters.


Most of the parked vehicles found were commercial trucks unloading sanitary ware besides pickups used for delivery of sanitary items.

The city government also closed the two entry points when the road was constructed but motorcyclists made way to avoid a long U-turn. This unauthorized removal of pavement not only hindered traffic flow but also put the life of motorcyclists at risk.

A similar situation existed on Business Recorder Road from Lasbella intersection to Patel Para where despite removal of encroachments, the parked taxis and rickshaws in front of auto workshops hindered traffic in peak hours before Iftar.

(Dawn-18, 12/10/2006)

Tanker kills one-year-old girl

KARACHI: At least six persons lost their lives in various city areas on Wednesday.

John Ashraf, 22, an employee of a private school, and his one-year-old daughter, Angela, residents of KMC Compound near DL Branch, Clifton, received injuries when a recklessly-driven tanker rammed into a motorcycle near Agha Super Market, while they were passing through the vicinity in Clifton police jurisdiction.

The injured father and his minor daughter were rushed to the JPMC, where doctors pronounced Angela dead on arrival.

Police arrested the errant driver and impounded his vehicle.


Sawaira, a four-year-old daughter of Ghous Bukhash, and resident of Umer Marvi Goth, was crushed to death by a recklessly driven Suzuki van, while she was playing in Shah Lateef Town police limits.


Umair Waseem, got killed, while Zohaib, suffered injuries when a vehicle hit their motorcycle near the City Railway Station, while they were passing through the II Chundrigar Road.


An elderly man lost his life when a minibus of route G-17 knocked him down in Ittehad Town, while he was crossing the road in Saeedabad police vicinity.


The deceased was identified as Abdul Rehman, 65, a resident of Yousuf Goth near Naval Colony. Police arrested Adil, the driver and impounded his vehicle.


Meanwhile, another elderly man in his fifties was crushed under the wheels of a locomotive when he was crossing the railway track near Landhi Railway Station. 

(The News-3, 12/10/2006)
Container deaths put traffic police performance under cloud

KARACHI: A string of deaths caused by trucks with inadequately secured shipping containers have raised serious questions about the performance of the city’s traffic police force. People have died with amazing frequency this year after being crushed by containers that fell off from trucks or when such trucks with improperly secured containers went out of control. 


Various quarters have alleged that the traffic police have been letting offenders off the hook in exchange for bhatta, a charge vigorously contradicted by DIG Traffic, Captain (retd) Falak Khursheed. However, the traffic police chief was unclear about how many drivers or owners of these killer trucks have been arrested so far.


Relatives of those who have been killed or maimed in these accidents are also demanding justice. But official red tape and a definite lack of interest from the side of the government seems evident.

“An international research report revealed that during the last five years the average rate of deaths is two people a day globally but in Pakistan it is 17 people per day,” said Ahmed Parekh, a businessman whose son also fell victim to one of such accident.


Amir Parekh, 35, died in August when a truck carrying a container fell on his car killing him and his driver instantaneously. His father, Ahmed Parekh, has vowed to bring the perpetrators of this crime to justice. 


A former Town Nazim, Ahmed Parekh says the accident figures given by police are wrong. Many others concur with this view.

“It is the fault of the traffic police and there is no enforcement of traffic laws,” says Javed Arain, ex-General Secretary of Karachi Goods Carriers Association (KGCA), the representative body for goods transporters in the city.

Arain adds: “They (the police) do not check the fitness of these vehicles and allow unfit vehicles to pass through the city in exchange for token amounts.” He continues: “The drivers give them a sum as small as Rs50 and get away.” Arain said the traffic police should be supervised by some independent organization and only then can corruption be controlled.

Arain said there is a chain of people under whose supervision a bhatta system is in place. He alleged that senior rank officers of traffic police have their fixed monthly income from these local containers which cause most of the accidents.


While this claim cannot be independently verified, a number of transporters repeatedly made this allegation. One even said that the police officials have their collection offices as well.


Arain told The News that accident takes place because the drivers race their vehicles due to the fear that they would be caught by traffic sergeants. Consequently, they hit other vehicles and pedestrians.


Others who asked not to be named said the traffic police should play their role and they should be strict about fitness of vehicles and tightly monitor if the containers are properly secured.

They said most accidents are caused by local trailers, not intercity trucks. “They have links with senior officials of traffic police and they bribe them. Therefore their containers are allowed (to ply),” one lamented and pointed that when these drivers run their vehicles on the Lahore-Islamabad Motorway they do not violate any law because the Motorway police do not take money and the law is strictly enforced there.


“Since local trailers do not move out of the city therefore they do not bother about motorway laws,” one transporter said.

Some transporters allege that the traffic police have especially engaged a few cops for the purpose of money collection from these drivers. They can be observed at Port Qasim and Hawkes Bay Road. Besides this, Suzuki vans are frequently stopped for that matter and they are later released against small amounts.


The traffic police, however, rubbish these allegations and say they are coming down strong on killer container trucks. “We had a meeting last week regarding these containers,” DIG traffic Captain Falak Khursheed told The News. 


Khursheed said that the meeting was facilitated by CCPO Niaz Ahmed Siddiqi and was attended by Advisor to Home Minister Waseem Akhtar, representatives of KPT, Port Qasim, Motorway police and transporters. 

He said that police are taking a serious view of the container truck deaths and it has been decided in the meeting that from November 1, no trailer or truck would be allowed on the city roads unless its container is properly secured irrespective of the fact that it is empty or loaded.

“And if a container is of 20 feet, it would not be allowed to be carried on a 14 feet truck,” he added. The city traffic police chief added that the reason why the Motorway Police have been involved is that they would not let any trailer from other parts of the country enter Karachi if its container is improperly secured.


It may be mentioned here that terminal operators have taken a step towards controlling such accidents. Port terminal operators have decided that no delivery of any container can be made from a port/terminal till it has been verified that the twist lock is installed or affixed in four corners of the truck.


Companies that have taken this decision include Qasim International Container Terminal, Pakistan Ltd, NLC Container Terminal, Karachi International Container Terminal, Pakistan International Container Terminal and Al-Hamd International Container Terminal.


However, the challenge still remains with the traffic police to ensure enforcement. This is an area where they are lacking. The city government has banned heavy vehicles from plying the city roads during 5pm to 8pm but Amir Parekh’s accident took place between 7 to 8 pm which is the time during which heavy vehicles are banned in the city, clearly indicating that the traffic police were looking the other way.


National Traffic Casualties

Figures of accidents reported in 2005 for Pakistan: 


Fatal 
Non-fatal 
Total 
Killed 
Injured

Truck/Trailers 

113 
76 

189 
118 
155

Dumpers 

28 
12 

40 
38 
35

Water Tankers 

35 
20 

55 
38 
43

Oil Tankers 

8 
5 

13 
11 
7

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 12/10/2006)
Cut in oil prices unlikely

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13: The government on Friday hinted that it had dropped plans to reduce oil prices despite 25 per cent decline in international oil market because of uncertain future price forecast.

It was a misperception that any decline in international oil prices would immediately result in reduction in domestic petroleum rates, Minister of State for Information Tariq Azeem said at a press conference. He said that the oil prices were likely to go up in the wake of production cuts by Opec member countries.


Assisted by secretary petroleum Ahmad Waqar and economic adviser to the finance ministry Dr Ashfaq Hassan, Mr Azim claimed the government had provided a subsidy of Rs83 billion on oil prices since May 2004. However, neither of the three officials could offer any justification when asked why budget documents of the past two years did not substantiate this amount.

The official budget-in-brief explains in details all subsidies that are provided to the people during a fiscal year. According the documents, the government provided Rs11.8 billion subsidy on oil pricing during fiscal 2004-05 and Rs8.196 billion in 2005-06, making a total of Rs19.99 billion.


None of the three speakers clearly said that oil prices would not be reduced, but the defence they put up for maintaining higher rates despite international decline suggested that the prices would not be reduced after two days.

It was a unique press conference in the sense that most questions raised by journalists remained unanswered as the minister of state for information read out a written statement and his colleagues struggled to give answers.


Secretary petroleum Ahmad Waqar, however, said that if the prices remained at the current level it would take about three months before the current amount of petroleum differential claims was adjusted.


Sources said that Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had rejected a petroleum ministry’s summary that proposed a 65-paisa per litre reduction in diesel prices on the ground that oil situation was not certain in the immediate future and it would be difficult ahead of elections to raise prices again in case of international spike.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 14/10/2006)

Angel who was crushed by a Devil in a tanker

KARACHI: Who will deliver justice to the family of John Ashraf Bhatti whose daughter was killed before his eyes as an oil tanker crushed the little soul in a bid to escape from the scene of the accident. Bhatti is admitted at the JPMC after suffering multiple fractures caused by an accident on Wednesday in which he and his daughter were knocked down by a rashly driven tanker. 


Two-year-old Angel John Bhatti was alive when the tanker hit her father’s motorcycle and she got up and tried to get to her father but the driver in his attempt to escape from the scene raced the vehicle and hit her again, causing her death. John Bhatti’s right leg was also fractured and he received serious injuries on his chest and face.

The accident occurred near Agha’s Super Market in the city’s upmarket Clifton area which is usually swarming with traffic policemen. It was here that John Ashraf Bhatti was traveling on his motorcycle with his daughter sitting in his lap. A tanker crashed into their motorcycle after being driven rashly. This threw both father and the daughter onto the road. 


But worse was yet to come. As the two tried to gather their senses and young Angel Bhatti made an attempt to reach the comforting arms of her father, the tanker driver in a state of panic restarted his vehicle and tried to flee. With the huge tanker lunging forward, young Angel did not stand a chance. 


To add insult to injury, the lone traffic sergeant made no attempt to intervene. “It is sad to state here that the traffic sergeant who was present at the spot did not move an inch to chase the driver,” said an eyewitness, adding, “some angry people chased him and caught him near Submarine Chowk and they beat both the driver and the sergeant who was busy whistling.” 


Angel who was going to celebrate her 2nd birthday on November5 and it was for that reason that her father was taking her for buying new clothes but the poor father did not in his wildest imagination know that these clothes would remain unworn forever. 


John, 22, is an employee at SZABIST and got married three years ago. He had two daughters Angel whose pet name was Ria and Mili his younger daughter who is just a few months old. The family lives at KMC Compound located near the Driving License office in Clifton. 


At present the family is facing one crisis after another. “John is in JPMC at the moment,” James Bhatti, John’s uncle said, adding “They have just given him a bed and not much else.”


James told this correspondent that they were buying all the medicines from drug stores privately which are costing a lot of money. “On the first day John had a CT scan that cost us Rs1,000 besides this the medicines are not available in the hospital so we are buying them from outside,” he continued. He said that he also works with John and their monthly remuneration is hardly Rs5000. This accident has not only snatched Angel from them but also added to their financial problems as John’s treatment is very expensive. 

A boy who works in KMC compound informed the family about the accident and they rushed to the site. “Her face was badly damaged and I could not even recognize her as my cute granddaughter,” sobbed James Bhatti. Angel was buried in Qayumabad graveyard on Thursday.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 14/10/2006)
Two killed in road accidents

KARACHI: At least two persons lost their lives in two separate road accidents on Monday. Nasreen, 45, a resident of H Area Malir, Saudabad, was killed and her son, Jawaid Bashir, escaped unhurt when a recklessly driven vehicle rammed into a motorcycle on which they were travelling and passing through the National Highway in Malir City police jurisdiction.


Jawaid caught the errant driver, Muhammad Shafique, and then handed him over to the police, who registered a case against him, besides impounded the killer vehicle. An elderly man, who received injuries when a recklessly driven vehicle knocked him down on Khayaban-e-Hafiz vicinity of Defence on Sunday, breathed his last on Monday. 

At least four persons travelling in a rickshaw suffered injuries when a truck rammed into it near Nagan Chowrangi. The injured persons were rushed to the nearby private hospitals for treatment. The enraged people set the vehicle on fire after ransacking it. Later, the police controlled the situation. 


BODY FOUND: Body of a 55-year-old man was found in Mehmoodabad police area. The medico-legal experts preserved the viscera to ascertain the cause of death. 


FIRE: At least 30 shops and makeshift stalls of old cloths were gutted when a fire broke out in Lunda Bazaar within Quaidabad police locality. As the fire broke out, people informed the fire brigade which sent two fire engines, but later more fire tenders were summoned to control the fire. 

The fire ignited in a shop and within minutes, it engulfed the adjoining shops and makeshift stalls turning them into ashes. The fire-fighters controlled the fire after a struggle of three hours. The experts in fire brigade said that this fire could be a result of short circuit, while value of losses was yet to be ascertained.

(The News-2, 17/10/2006)
Bus terminus at Baldia to be ready in two weeks

KARACHI, Oct. 17: The Sindh High Court was informed on Tuesday that the inter-city bus terminal at Baldia Town will be ready for regular operations within two weeks.

A division bench, comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah, was hearing two identical petitions seeking directives for notification of bus terminals by concerned authority for inter-city passenger buses/coaches.


Representing the city district government, Advocate Manzoor Ahmed submitted that payment had already been made by the CDGK to the Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation for provision of electricity to the newly-built Baldia bus terminal and electricity would hopefully be available within a couple of weeks.

He stated that work on water supply and provision of other basic amenities to the bus stand were also likely to be completed in the next 15 days. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board was laying the supply line.


Advocate Sofia stated on behalf of the Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) that the force had been approached by the Sindh home department to provide it alternative accommodation to enable it to vacate the Karachi Transport Corporation’s bus depots at Malir and Gulistan-i-Jauhar. The bench asked the department to submit a report on measures taken on the Ranger’s plea.


It directed the CDGK district officer for transport to inform the court about the factual position of Orangi bus stand, which, is said to have been occupied by the Pirabad Police Station on Nov 2, the next date of hearing.

The petitions have been moved the by the Super Highway and National Highway Bus Owners Welfare Association and other transporters.

(Dawn-19, 18/10/2006)

Baldia terminal to be ready in 15 days: SHC told

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court, on Tuesday, said that the Inter-city Bus Terminal at Baldia Town will be ready for regular operations within next two weeks. 

The Division Bench comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah, was hearing two identical petitions seeking directives to notify bus depots by concerned authority for inter-city passenger buses/coaches. 


Advocate Manzoor Ahmed appearing for city government submitted that payment has already been made by the CDGK to Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation (KESC) for provision of electricity to Baldia Bus Terminal, whereas electricity will be made available within one or two weeks. 

He stated that work to lay water lines and installation of basic infrastructure for provision of water to bus stand has also been launched by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, which will be completed within next 15 days. 

Advocate Sofia representing Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) submitted that the force had approached the Sindh Home department to provide alternate accommodations to enable the force for vacating Karachi Transport Corporation (KTCs) bus depots at Malir and Gulistan-e-Jauhar. 


The court has directed the Sindh Home Department to present report about measures taken for alternate accommodation for Rangers to enable the force to vacate bus stands. 

The bench has directed the DO Transport to inform about the factual position of Orangi Bus Stand, which, has been occupied by Pirabad Police Station, on next date. 

The petitions were moved by Super Highway and National Highway Bus Owners Welfare Association and by Haji Malik Sher and other transporters. The bench has put off the hearing till November 2.

(The News-3, 18/10/2006)
RCD bus terminal to be opened after Ramazan

KARACHI: The Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) intercity bus terminal will be inaugurated after Ramazan while the tenders for the remaining two terminals have already been proposed and will open on November 5.


“We recently had a meeting at the office of the Minister Transport,” said Athar Hussain, Executive District Officer (EDO) of Transport and Communication Department in the city government, adding, “The transporters who also attended the meeting requested the transport minister not to issue the order to shift operations to the RCD terminal before Eid.” 


The EDO said, “Therefore, since the minister approved their request, they will not shift transporters until Eid.” He added that after Eid three bus terminals, one at Lee Market the other near Mewa Shah and the third one at Old Sabzi Mandi, would be shifted to the RCD terminals.

Talking about the progress on the other two intercity bus terminals, which are to be situated at National Highway and Super Highway, he said, “We have already proposed tenders for the remaining bus terminals,” adding that the tenders would open on November 3rd and the contract would be given to the qualifiers under the Built Operate and Transfer (BOT) system. “Unless these remaining terminals are built, the transporters who have encroached areas within the city will continue their operations from there,” he continued.


The city government had decided to set up three intercity bus terminals, the first at RCD terminal for buses to Balochistan, and the second and third at the Super Highway and the National Highway respectively, for buses dealing with up-country operations.


It is a common observation that large transport buses frequently enter the city running operations from illegal bus terminals that have been set up in various areas. Large tracts of government and private land have been encroached upon for this purpose. People living in the vicinity of these illegal bus terminals frequently complain of noise pollution the filth caused by the maintenance work and the constant presence of unsavory characters looming around their homes. It is also believed that the terminals are operated with the connivance of the area police which is one of the reasons why it is difficult to take action against them. In fact, the National Police Foundation also operates buses from one of these illegal bus stands.


The delay in shifting these big buses to RCD terminals and the city government’s failure to clarify how long the completion of the remaining intercity bus terminals will take further aggravates the situation. 


Aside from the reservations of people residing in areas surrounding the bus terminals, there are a number of other issues associated with intercity buses that affect all in the city. For example, these big buses are randomly parked along some of the city’s roads further exacerbating an already congested traffic situation with their excessively large dimensions. They also add to the ever-increasing environmental pollution in the city. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the buses, which are unsuitable for movement within the city, cause, directly or indirectly, a number of accidents because of their size and their rash and irresponsible operators, who are mostly only qualified for long-road driving.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 18/10/2006)
Smoke-emitting vehicles rule city roads


KARACHI, Oct 18: Millions of Karachiites are suffering from various serious diseases due to alarming air and noise pollution on Karachi roads, as the traffic police, the health and environment departments and other relevant agencies have failed to rein in smoke-emitting vehicles, particularly old buses, minibuses and rickshaws.


Dense clouds of smoke can be observed hovering over all busy roads of the city, including M A. Jinnah Road, during rush hours. Millions of commuters are forced to inhale this smoke containing dangerous chemicals and hazardous gases.

The air and noise pollution level around busy roads is alarmingly high due to negligence of the relevant agencies. Resultantly, it is the poor Karachiites who have to bear the brunt.


Visit any hospital and clinic and numerous patients suffering from cardiovascular diseases, high blood pressure, chest and ENT infections and psychosomatic diseases would tell you stories of the havoc wrecked on their health by air and noise pollution.


Ironically, the Karachiites continue to suffer despite the order of the Sindh High Court to ban all smoke-emitting and noisy vehicles. Despite all pledges and assurances by the traffic police and other departments concerned this court order still awaits implementation. There is no dearth of future plans, decisions in principle and open-ended rosy promises, but there seem nothing concrete on the horizon with a proper action coupled with a fixed deadline.


For example, the Karachi Traffic Management Board has decided to ban all public transport vehicles that were made before 1976, but these shabby smoke-emitting vehicles continue to run on Karachi roads, mocking the decision-makers.

The administrations of Lahore and Peshawar have successfully banned such vehicles from plying on Lahore and Peshawar roads, but here in Karachi these decisions seemed divorced from implementation. No doubt banning old and worn-out buses would hurt the transporter community and affect the livelihood of many people, but the very life and health of millions of people should be more important.


According to estimates, over 1,431994 vehicles are plying on city roads, which include 681,851 cars, 39,462 rickshaws, 54,795 motorcycles, 44,480 taxis, 20,462 minibuses and buses, 4,550 trucks and 73,305 other vehicles, and their number is growing constantly, as more than 300 new vehicles are registered in Karachi everyday.

The smoke of vehicles contains sulfur oxide, nitrogen oxide, carbon monoxide and other chemicals and gases injurious to human health, as they cause cancer, asthma, tuberculosis and chest and ENT infections, besides cardiovascular and mental diseases.


The traffic police a few months back had launched a massive drive against smoke-emitting vehicles in Karachi, but after an initial fervour of a few days it fizzled out and later ended abruptly.


In the past a survey was conducted with the help of the mobile laboratory of SUPARCO to gauge air and noise pollution levels at busy roundabouts of Karachi and some 26 such areas in various parts of the city were declared as 'dangerously polluted'. However, despite these scientific and proven results of dangerously high pollution level on Karachi roads, the authorities concerned still seem lacking courage to take the bull by the horns. This could also be termed a wilful disregard for lives and health of taxpaying citizens.


According to traffic rules, all public transport vehicles are bound to get 'engine fitness certificate' before plying on roads, but due to rampant mismanagement and corruption at the concerned quarters, 'totally unfit' vehicles are also freely plying on city roads to aggravate air and noise pollution and resultantly playing a havoc with the life and health of citizens.

It is not that the government is unaware of the perils of environmental pollution as according to the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2005-06, the air pollution levels in our cities were among the highest in the world and were climbing, causing serious health problems.


According to the report the levels of ambient particulates -- smoke particles and dust that cause respiratory disease -- are generally twice the world average and more than five times as high as in industrial countries and Latin America.

It further said that the air pollution levels in cities had either crossed safe limits or reached the threshold values. And no doubt Karachi is the worst hit city of the country regarding environmental pollution.


Though the city, provincial and federal governments are trying their best to find a solution to chronic public transport issue of Karachi, people now and then hear promises of phasing out old, shabby and smoke-emitting vehicles, bringing wide-bodied CNG buses and reviving and extending the Karachi Circular Railway. However, all these pledges are either open-ended or long-term, while the dangerous air and noise pollution situation in Karachi and resultant losses in terms of health and life of citizens warrant immediate, urgent and emergency measures.


A complete overhauling of the public transport system of Karachi has long been overdue. It is high time to say goodbye to the shabby, old and smoke-emitting vehicles to bring down the noise and air levels on our road to bearable limits for safety of citizens.


The administration should tackle this serious human issue without wasting time, as an ostrich-like attitude would lead nowhere. Smoke covered Karachi roads has become a big question mark to the performance of the traffic police, the health and environment departments and a host of other concerned agencies. Only a coordinated and comprehensive drive against smoke-emitting vehicles on an 'emergency' basis can improve this worrisome situation.

(Dawn-17, 19/10/2006)

Traffic chaos on Napier Road

KARACHI, Oct 18: Traffic jams on North Napier Road, surrounded by major markets, have become a regular feature but the traffic managers of the city have failed so far to ensure a smooth flow of vehicular traffic on this artery, which is a victim of all sorts of encroachments.


A survey of this vast commercial centre shows that pedestrians, commuters and motorists experience exhausting traffic chaos while driving on this road between Lea Market and Denso Hall because of frequent jams. It takes hours to get through the road after getting trapped into the deluge of vehicles.


The road provides access to Lea Market, Juna Market, Khajoor Bazaar, chemical market, pan market, Denso Hall and Khori Garden whereas its link road leads to the City and Sessions Court. Besides, countless offices, small markets, shops and commercial concerns, besides residential units, are located all along Napier Road.

It is observed that all types of vehicles are parked in a haphazard manner along both the sides of this road while its pavements are seen occupied by shopkeepers and vendors who use the space for displaying their merchandise or signboards.


Authorities have never bothered to regulate traffic on this road and, as such, the problem has become a permanent source of irritation for pedestrians and motorists.


Public transport vehicles carrying local and upcountry passengers also ply on this road in a large number with Lea Market serving them as an intermediate bus terminal. The inter-city transport operators use this vital point as their departure and arrival lounge. It is observed that no traffic management on this route is visible. The traffic police personnel on duty would move only when traffic jams run into several hours and brought movement of all sorts on this road to a standstill.


Sometimes back, the Saddar Town administration had taken a courageous step to stop entry of heavy vehicles by erecting iron barriers at vital points of the link roads. However, the same have since been removed.


Traffic chaos on this road ultimately causes a similar clogging on all other major roads in the nearby localities and commercial streets. The ever-growing fleet of vehicles in Karachi is a completely topsy-turvy because of the failure of the city’s traffic mangers, with dilapidated roads, poor infrastructure and hostile behaviour of the transport mafia contributing greatly to the menace of traffic jams.


Besides, the helpless commuters have no option but to endure the exhausting chaos while travelling in over-crowded buses, mini-buses and coaches, thus exposing themselves to serious hazards. Many of them are often seen travelling on footboards, rooftops and even rear guards of such vehicles.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-18, 19/10/2006)

Oil pricing: skeletons in the closet?

Interesting developments are taking place on the political front with the government suggesting a possible deal with the PPP and the party vehemently denying it. Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif would have met by the time this column appears and the betting is that they would reaffirm their commitment to the charter of democracy. If this happens, it would mean that a deal with the PPP is out and the general's political team would have to go back to the drawing board. 


While these matters are percolating it would be best to hold comment. There is no point in drawing conclusions while the contours of the political chessboard are unclear. Meanwhile there are other issues to discuss that normally escape attention because either the information is scanty or details are so complicated that it is difficult to grasp them. An example of this is the import of oil and it's pricing. 


The opposition in the Senate has been agitating for some time that a huge scam is taking place in the pricing of oil. It has been wanting, without success, to discuss this matter on the floor of the house. The government not only refuses to debate this issue, it even withholds information sought through questions. The question hour in the parliamentary tradition embodies the members, and by extension the public's right to information. But in fake democracies it is just an inconvenience and the government finds no difficulty in brushing these essential traditions aside. The only conclusion is that it has something to hide.


One inconvenient truth regarding oil pricing has only emerged recently. While the international prices of oil are going down, they are still pegged in Pakistan at the 70 dollars a barrel level. The question naturally arises, who is taking in windfall profits? The beauty of this particular scam is that the people hardly notice it. They have become so used to paying higher prices at the gas station that they cannot believe these would ever go down. Like in everything else that happens without their consent, they just accept their fate. 


It is only after some busybodies insisted on knowing the truth that the government acknowledged that it was the beneficiary. The explanation is that this is being done to recover the subsidy of 80 billion rupees that was built into the fuel pump price when oil had reached 70 dollars a barrel. This would have seemed a reasonable explanation if it was not being done surreptitiously. 


The fact is that making the public pay higher prices for oil is a form of taxation and should be approved by the National Assembly after due debate and deliberation. But one again errs by bringing up democratic norms. In fake democracies, these are just niceties that can be easily ignored. Major decisions regarding our fate are taken either by an individual or by secret committees that no one ever hears about. 


In the matter of oil imports and its pricing a fundamental change has come about since 2001. Previously it was the government of Pakistan that floated tenders to import oil or concluded long term deals with oil producing countries. Since July 2001, in the name of deregulation, this facility has been allowed to oil refineries and oil marketing companies. This may not appear much of problem except that the government lost control over the price being charged for crude oil including its transportation to Pakistan. The oil marketing companies except PSO have generally purchased oil from their mother companies abroad and the price they paid was determined in effect by their superiors. It is difficult for a layman like me to determine how much padding this created but a detailed investigation could potentially reveal interesting details. 


A more shocking area is the issue of determination of oil prices. Before the so-called deregulation, it was done by a committee of the government but after 2001, this power was passed on to the oil companies or more precisely to its union called Oil Companies Advisory Committee or the OCAC. This organisation had been in existence since 1963 but since July 2001 has become the sole authority to determine prices of petroleum products. On the face of it, it seems like asking the foxes to guard the chicken coop. 


When this decision was taken it was considered to be an ad hoc measure because the government had yet to put in place a petroleum regulatory authority. Such an organisation was created in 2002 called the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) and for a long time, for some inexplicable reason, the power to determine oil prices remained with the OCAC. Only recently was it taken away and vested with the OGRA. This anomaly was highlighted by the World Bank which in a report in 2003 had the following interesting remarks to make on page 148. "As a matter of fact in many countries the practice of the oil industry setting prices as a group would be illegal." According to critics who quote the World Bank report, a seven dollar was created as soon as OCAC took control. This money was obviously charged to the people of Pakistan. 


The opposition in the Senate also cites other alleged shenanigans of OCAC. Since the price of petroleum products had to be determined within certain margins determined by the government, the organisation played around with premiums concerning black and white crude, Kerosene mixing percentages, marketing margins and retailer margins. Worse of all, the critics say, it built into the price a 700 percent increase in inland freight margins. This refers to transportation of oil within the country, and was increased from Rs1.99 to Rs9.70 per litre during the OCAC stewardship.


The figures I have been provided with show that the profitability of the three major oil marketing companies has shot up exponentially since the time they have been involved in price fixing. PSO earned Rs2251 million in 2001-02 which went up to Rs5689 million in 2004-05, a rise of 152.73 percent. Shell earned 1056 in 2001 which went up to 2451 in 2005, a rise of 132.102. Caltex rose up from 446 million to Rs1255 million during the same period or 181.39 percent. The oil refineries have also made huge profits during the same period, but that is another matter and can be discussed another time. The opposition alleges that many people in the government have been beneficiaries of this munificence to oil companies and refineries but I would not name names as I have no proof. They also say that many of the principles from the oil companies have been inducted in powerful government jobs. This is public knowledge and there is no harm in saying that it includes Tariq Kirmani, head of PIA, who moved from Caltex to PSO and then to the airline and Farooq Rehmatullah, ex-MD Shell and chairman of the OCAC who is now director-general CAA. There are a lot of other less well known names who have had similar transitions. 


On thing is for sure. Given the nature of oil business and the large amounts involved, if something untoward has been happening we are talking big money. The only way forward for the government is to come clean on the entire matter and reveal all the relevant information to the public. The matter should also be discussed in the Senate as the opposition is demanding. We the people are paying through our nose. It is about time the government gave some importance to our concerns.

(By Shafqat Mahmood, The News-7, 20/10/2006)
Govt freezes POL prices to raise Rs20bn: Payment to OMCs

ISLAMABAD, Oct 20: The government has decided to freeze the prices of petroleum products at current levels for at least next three months to generate a sum of Rs20bn payable to the oil marketing companies (OMCs) against their price differential claims.


Informed sources told Dawn on Friday that the local POL prices would remain unchanged in case their prices either remained at present level or scale down in the international market.

However, if the prices register any increase then it would be passed on to the consumers.

The sources said that the finance ministry wizards had informed the prime minister that if the amount payable to the OMCs was not generated through freezing the prices it would be difficult for the government to achieve the desired level of budget deficit.


An amount of Rs48 billion were payable by the government to the OMCs against their price differential claim during May 2004 to October 2006.

This means that the government committed this amount as subsidy to the OMCs for selling the petroleum products at lower price to provide some relief to consumer. The government has so far paid out Rs28 billion to the OMCs.

An official in the finance ministry told Dawn that besides price differential claim the government also lost Rs35 billion as petroleum development levy (PDL) during the same period under review.

He said that during the budget last it was decided that the PDL would no more be treated as revenue but it would be used for offsetting the prices of diesel, kerosene in the domestic market.

Answering a question he said that the government would have to cut down the development spending or borrow money in case it fails to generate Rs20bn by keeping POL prices unchanged.

“This situation may create problems for the government to achieve budget deficit target and it will also affect the country’s credit ratings,” he added.


An official in the petroleum ministry told Dawn that during May 2004 to October 2006 the government raised prices of petroleum products nine times while kept them unchanged for 26 months.

He said that following the government decision to link domestic POL rates with international prices since 2001, the petrol price had been increased 46 times, decreased 23 times and remained unchanged for 58 times.

Similarly, the price of diesel had been enhanced 43 times, scale down 23 times and remain unchanged for 61 times.

(By Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn-9, 21/10/2006)

Star city


APROPOS of Shehri’s letter (Oct 8) I would, on behalf of my clients M/s S.H. Enterprises, like to say that the construction has been raised absolutely in accordance with the approved plan. The requirement of road widening factor has been dealt with and the Karachi Cantonment Board deducted 20-foot strips from Garden Road although our clients have paid for this strips of 20 feet at the time of conversion from old grant.


Our client’s share out of 36 feet comes to 18 feet as the road is required to be extended from both the sides and, in fact, our clients left two feet more than required. Our clients were surprised and shocked because our building plans were duly approved by the Karachi Cantonment Board on Dec 15, 2005 and so far the construction has been raised as per the approved building plans.


Our clients also obtained an NOC for sale after completing all the formalities and the project was advertised in national papers and units booked by respective allottees who now have vested right on their respective premises. However, our clients do understand the problems of traffic in future. Our clients also need to consider the present stage of construction, as well as relevant changes our clients may have to make.


Our clients are law-abiding and reputable citizen and are very sensible about the issue of traffic as well as all relevant matters. Our client’s have provided substantial space for parking as per the KCB by-laws. The project’s success entirely rests upon traffic flow and car parking, regarding which our clients never compromised in the past and nor will compromise in future.


Our clients are also contacting Master Plan group officers, Karachi Cantonment Board, M/s. AMMA Towers, and all others to resolve this issue.

MUHAMMAD SHAFI SIDDIQUI 

(Dawn-6, 21/10/2006)

Reckless driving claims five lives

KARACHI: Seven persons lost their lives as a result of road and other accidents on Saturday. 

Zulaikha, 30, a resident of Bilal Nagar, was killed when a Thatta bound bus ran over her, while she was waiting for the bus at a bus stop in Gulshan-e-Hadeed. The errant driver managed his escape well leaving the killer bus on the spot. The police impounded the vehicle and registered a case against the absconding driver. 


Two persons riding on a motorbike lost their lives when a vehicle rammed into their motorcycle near Native Jetty Bridge within Jackson police area. The deceased youths were identified as Muhammad Sabir, and Asghar Khalil, the two friends in their early 20s and hailing from Rahimyar Khan. 


Similarly, Rasheed Ahmed, 40, got killed when a vehicle knocked him down near Native Jetty Bridge in Jackson police locality. A teenager was crushed to death by a speedy trailer near Bilal Chowrangi in Korangi police vicinity, while he was walking along the roadside. The deceased was identified as Shakeel, 18, a resident of Bilal Colony. 


LABOURER CRUSHED TO DEATH: Kashif Meharban, 22, a factory worker, and resident of Korangi No 4, was crushed to death when he stuck in a chipboard pressing machine, while working in Korangi police limits.

FALLS TO DEATH: Muhammad Usman, 65, a resident of Shah-Baig Lane, Lyari, died when he slipped from the stairs in his house.

ARRESTS: The police arrested 11 outlaws involved in heinous crimes on Saturday. 

The Anti-Dacoity and Robbery Cell (ADRC) has arrested a gang of outlaws, involved in numerous cases, including kidnapping for ransom, who had been abducting traders by impersonating them as police and army officers.


The arrested accused persons were identified as Muhammad Yousuf, Muhammad Shoaib, Aftab Ahmed, Masood Ahmed, Rashid Akhtar, and Abdul Waheed. The arrested accused persons had kidnapped one Abdul Rafay, a trader, residing in Federal B Area on September 29 (last month), while he was passing through the Singer Chowrangi in Korangi Industrial Area.

The arrested accused persons confessed that they had picked the trader by posing them as intelligence personnel and took him to a house, where they received Rs1.2 million cheque and released the kidnapped trader on October 2. 


The Anti-Violent Crimes Cell (AVCC) nabbed a policeman and claimed to have recovered five TT pistols and huge quantity of blank arm license, degrees of different educational institutions. The arrested accused was identified as Khizar Hyat, a police constable posted at the Shah Faisal Colony police station.


The accused was also arrested in 2002 on similar charges and remained suspended for a long time. The Zaman Town police have arrested four outlaws involved in street crimes and claimed to have recovered four TT pistols and five snatched mobile phones from their possession. The outlaws were identified as Noman, Adnan, Saeed, and Rehman.

(The News-2, 22/10/2006)
Terror on the roads

In recent months Karachi has witnessed an alarming increase in deaths due to accidents involving heavy vehicles. Unfit vehicles on dangerous roads coupled with the complicity of the city officials are causes for concern. It's time to raise the alarm...

By Cyril Almeida

Navigating Karachi's roads is a difficult task at the best of times; at the worst of times, it is deadly. A recent spate of deaths involving heavy vehicles plying the city's roads has raised new fears for the city's already beleaguered motorists. And as out of control water tankers and trucks carrying shipping containers maim and kill, fresh questions are being raised of corruption in the ranks of the city's police force.

Every traffic-related death is a tragedy; however, the recent death of a toddler nearing her second birthday stands out for its wretchedness. The toddler, Angel Bhatti, was riding with her father on a motorcycle when a reckless tanker driver knocked the two of them to the ground. Angel survived the initial fall and bravely tried to go to her father's side; however, the panicked tanker driver tried to flee with his vehicle and again struck Angel. She did not get up a second time.

The escaping driver was chased by onlookers, who eventually caught and thrashed him. The furious onlookers also descended on a policeman who had witnessed the accident, but made little effort to stop the fleeing driver. Who was responsible for that little girl's death? Let us be clear: primary responsibility lies with the driver. He may very well have been illiterate and untrained, but you do not need education or training to have common sense. Recklessness while driving a vehicle is inexcusable.

But the chain of responsibility cannot stop with the driver. Moral responsibility for accidents caused by drivers of heavy vehicles lies with the police and the city's administrators. It is not simply a case of dereliction of duty, but of wilful complicity in these crimes. News reports abound of corruption at all levels of the police force, which is hand in glove with the owners and operators of heavy vehicles. An ex-general secretary of the Karachi Transporters' Association, Javed Arain, has accused the police of taking sums as small as fifty rupees to allow unfit vehicles to ply on the roads of Karachi. The bhatta chain extends to the top echelons of the police, according to Mr. Arain, ensuring that no action is taken to curb the danger.

Police officials have of course denied all claims of corruption, but their denials are scarcely believable. Heavy vehicles are as ubiquitous on Karachi's roads as the police. In a city in which even legal acts entail bribery, it is inconceivable that the police are not involved in the illegal practice. And a little girl may well be dead because of fifty rupees. Life could scarcely be more debased in this city.

As ever it is civil society that is demanding redress. At the forefront is a former town nazim, Ahmed Parekh, who lost a son earlier this year in an accident involving a truck carrying an unsecured shipping container. Mr. Parekh's son and his driver were crushed when the container fell off a truck and onto their car. Since their deaths in August, Mr. Parekh has been campaigning to have container trucks removed from the city's major arteries. He has also questioned the police statistics on road accidents and claims that the police are deliberately fudging the figures to downplay their deadly impact. That victims are not even allowed to become mere statistics is a damning claim against an organisation charged with protecting and serving the public.

In light of all of this, the recent announcement by the Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz, that Karachi is to have five thousand new policemen may well be a double-edge sword. The solution to Karachi's law and order problem is not simply to put more boots on the ground; it is inherently tied to the corruption of the law enforcement personnel. So long as the praxis of public service and accountability remain flawed, those charged with protecting and serving this city will allow it stumble from one crisis to the next. The policeman who stood by while Angel Bhatti was killed did so because of a failure of the system. He may simply not have cared or he may have guessed that the driver would in any case be let off by bribing someone. And the driver of the tanker was reckless because he knew that most infractions of traffic rules are not punished.

Yet, the enforcement of traffic rules elsewhere in the country is a clear sign that the problem is not national, but local. The Lahore-Islamabad motorway is one of the most effectively policed stretches of road in the country: wherever motorists are required to slow down, they promptly comply under the watchful eye of the motorway police. The Islamabad traffic police, too, have lately garnered a reputation for vigorously pursuing violators of traffic rules. In a celebrated case, a minister of state had his car impounded after he arrogantly drove off instead of heeding a signal to pull over. So we are not culturally immune to safe driving practices; the issue is clearly one of enforcement.

Shaukat Aziz must know this for it is his own backyard that is the best policed and he has had a hand in creating those conditions. What is needed is a root-and-branch reform of the police force in Karachi, but political expediency dictates otherwise. The new policemen have earned the prime minister quick political capital when what the city desperately needs is sustained and systematic reform.

More people will die on Karachi's roads. Their killers will be poor, illiterate and untrained drivers of heavy vehicles. But moral responsibility for those deaths must be shared by our police, administrators and politicians. It is often easy to forget the real cost of corruption; however, Angel Bhatti, Ahmed Parekh and the unknown others have given their lives to remind us.

(The News-41, 22/10/2006)

Ten perish in Shikarpur road crash

KHAIRPUR/SUKKUR: Ten people died and 15 others received serious injuries in a head-on collision on the Indus Highway in the Shikarpur district on Sunday.

A passenger wagon was on its way to Larkana from Kandhkot when it collided with a truck coming from the opposite direction near the Mirza Mundo village in the Khanpur police limits. Ten people, including two brothers and two sisters, were killed immediately and 15 injured. 


Soon after the collision, passers-by and villagers crowded round the vehicles and called police to the scene. They pulled the bodies and the injured out of the wreckage and took them to Shikarpur and Khanpur hospitals in police mobile and private vehicles. 


Emergency was declared at the hospitals, where most of the staff had to be called from homes because it was the weekly holiday. Hundreds of volunteers queued at the hospitals to donate blood. 


The dead were named as Kifayat Ali Junejo, Dur Mohammad Chachar, Hafiz Mohammad Umer Mangi, Asghar Masih, Perveen, Ferozan, sisters Channi Bibi and Lal Bibi, and brothers Nazar Ali Sabzoi and Abdul Ghafoor Sabzoi. 


The injured were shifted to Khanpur and Shikarpur hospitals in critical condition. Nine of them were identified as wagon driver Ghulam Qadir Awan, Mehrab Khan, Mengal, Noor Mohammad Bhayo, Abdul Qadeer Bhayo, Mansha, Mughal Jakharani, Karim Dino and Khalid Hussain. Khanpur police impounded both vehicles and arrested wagon driver Ghulam, while the trailer driver fled.

(By Imtiaz Hussain & Waseem Shamsi, The News-1, 23/10/2006)
‘Underpasses being built in record time’

KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has said that the development projects under way at the corridor from SITE to Sharea Faisal will be completed during the current year and that new projects will be undertaken thereafter. 


He was talking to newsmen after opening for traffic one track of Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gharibabad underpasses starting from SITE and leading to Hasan Square late on Saturday night. 

“The underpasses being completed at Ibn-e-Sina Road in a record period of time are bigger than the ones built earlier in the country,” the Nazim pointed out. DCO Karachi, Fazl-ur-Rehman, Nazim Liaquatabad Town, Usama Qadri, Officers of City Government, media representatives besides general public were present on the occasion. 

“The journey of development which we have embarked upon will never come to a halt and after completion of the ongoing and the future projects, Karachi will enter the list of developed cities of the world,” Mustafa Kamal expressed his confidence. 


The Nazimabad underpass, 768 metres long, is estimated to cost Rs360 million, Liaquatabad underpass measuring 667 metres has an estimated cost Rs350 million while the one at Gharibabad is being completed at a cost of Rs220 million. 


The three underpasses consist of three lanes each. Work on Liaquatabad and Nazimabad underpasses started on March 9 and March 11, 2006, respectively. Speaking on the occasion the City Nazim said: “Today I would like to congratulate the people of Karachi who endured hardships and inconvenience during the completion process of these projects,” and added “but now the time has come to derive maximum benefits from these projects”. 


He said after opening of one of the tracks of these underpasses, distance from SITE to Hasan Square could be covered in a few minutes. Kamal said that work on these projects never stopped even for a single minute while people showed immense patience and he thanked the citizens for the same. 

“These projects would have been completed long before but as we dug the ground and found that only 25 per cent utility services were existent, the missing services had to be provided which caused the delays,” he noted. 

He said the replacement of utility lines including water, sewerage, electricity and telephone which were very old would have taken at least two years if the work was carried out in a conventional way. The work was carried out 24 hours a day as is done in the developed countries which accelerated the completion of these underpasses, he added.

(The News-2, 23/10/2006)
One track of three underpasses opened


KARACHI, Oct 22: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal opened one track of three underpasses currently being built at Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gharibabad to facilitate vehicular traffic going from SITE to Hassan Square.

While performing the opening of underpasses late Saturday night, Mustafa Kamal said, “Ongoing development projects at SITE-Sharea Faisal corridor would be completed this year after which new projects would be initiated.”
He said that the underpasses being built at Ibn-i-Sina Road were the biggest ever constructed in the country.


The nazim, who came from Nazimabad to Gharibabad, told newsmen that the development process initiated in Karachi would never end. “After completion of these projects, Karachi would emerge among the most developed cities of the world.”
He said that all the three underpasses had three lines. The length of Nazimabad underpass was 768 meters and its estimated cost was Rs360 million while 667-meter-long Liaquatabad underpass would cost Rs350 million and 560-meter-long Gharibabad underpass would be completed at a cost of Rs220 million, he added.


The work on Liaquatabad underpass kicked off on March 9 and Nazimabad underpass on March 11 this year.


Addressing the opening ceremony, Mustafa Kamal said: “Today I would like to congratulate the people of Karachi who endured hardships and inconvenience during the completion process of these projects. Now the time has come to derive maximum benefits from these projects,” he said.

He said after opening of one of the tracks of these underpasses, distance from SITE to Hasan Square could be covered in few minutes.


The nazim said that work on these projects never stopped even for a single minute while people showed immense patience and he thanked the citizens for the same.

“These projects would have been completed long before but as we dug the ground we found that only 25 per cent utility services were existent, the missing services had to be provided which caused the delays,” he noted.

He said that the replacement of utility lines including water, sewerage, electricity and telephone which were very old would have taken at least two years if the work was carried out in a conventional way, he said and cited the example of bridges at Liaquatabad and Nazimabad built in nine and four years respectively. The work on three underpasses was carried out round-the-clock, which accelerated the completion of these underpasses, he added.


Mustafa Kamal said that the city government presented two gifts to the citizens; one in Ramazan in the shape of proper traffic management which ensured no traffic jams during the holy month and another gift on Eid in the form of opening of one track of the underpasses.


“Not only the present generation will be benefited from these underpasses but people will keep reaping their fruits for the next 50 years,” he added.

The nazim said that the development projects in the city had not been started in a haphazard manner but there was a vision behind all these projects. The economic condition of areas, where the projects were being executed, would be transformed completely as there would be noticeable increase in economic activities there, he pointed out.

He said that about 60 per cent population of the city would be facilitated with these underpasses as people of Orangi Town, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, Liaquatabad, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and New Karachi Towns will travel through these underpasses everyday.

DCO Fazlur Rehman, Liaquatabad Town Nazim Osama Qadri and others were present at the opening ceremony.
(Dawn-13, 23/10/2006)

Contemplating Orangi’s plight

KARACHI: The miseries of people of Orangi continue unabated even during the month of Ramazan. To begin with, they endure daily prolonged traffic jams at Banaras Chowk, the entrance to Orangi and around Sharah Qadafi, a main road, which is completely closed for traffic from sector 8.5 up to sector 13. Many inhabitants of the area also complain that public transport, the alternative to driving in these traffic jams, is inadequate considering the huge population of the town. Mid-route breaks by the coach mafia further add to their daily sufferings. 


Encroachments along the road at Banaras Chowk cause a major hindrance in the flow of vehicular traffic. Orangians allege that the area police allow these vendors and grocers to remain there after accepting bribes from them. 

The thoroughfare of Sharah Qadafi has remained troubled for almost a decade now, but worsening matters is that one side of a stretch of this main road has been closed for vehicular traffic for the past six months due to development work.


The traffic of this side of the road has been shifted to the other side, creating a precarious situation, the effects of which have been so serious that in the case of even a single vehicle breaking down or entering from the wrong side, the entire traffic gets jammed and often remains gridlocked for intolerable periods of time. 


Though it is thought that the city government has done a relatively good job patching-up roads in almost every town of the metropolis, its efforts are lost on Orangians who told The News that only one side of the main road in sector 13 had been carpeted, but the rest remained in the same condition as they were 10 to 15 years ago. Commenting on the reason for the bad state of the roads, one Orangian said, “Wherever the patching work is done, no levels have been maintained to account for the drainage of water nor have the surfaces been renovated to allow for drainage, which will cause a problem once again.”


He added that the sewage water that accumulates on the roads causes most of the damage while water-tankers, dumpers and large buses further exacerbate conditions.


Moreover, while on the topic of the commuting chaos in Orangi Town, one can’t help mentioning the sad state of the public transport catering to this area. Passengers travelling to Orangi seldom, if ever, find any seats if and when they are able to board the crowded buses, which fill up after the 3rd or 4th stop. It is obvious that the number of buses operating in the area is insufficient for a town with a population of more than 2 million. 


Though under such testing circumstances the quantity of Urban Transport Service buses should have been increased, they have, in fact, decreased. Under the urban transport service, there used to be four big buses UTS35, UTS11, UTS14 and UTS25 catering to Orangi, but now Nos. 14 and 25 have stopped operating and the remaining two are unable to meet the huge demand of the public. 


Another problem faced by the Orangians is incessant mid-route breaks taken by coaches, especially during late hours. For example, the Masha-Allah coach, which is supposed to complete a non-stop trip till Tower, takes a mid-route break at the SITE area and, as a result, those travelling to Tower, whose time and money are wasted, undergo a severe and unwarranted test of patience. 


Women, too, have specific complaints against these mini-buses and coaches. They are mostly avoided by bus drivers who are keener on filling each and every bit of available space, which, in turn, allows them to make the maximum amount of money. Of course, stuffing in the maximum number of men is only possible if they fill them into the women’s compartment as well. In such circumstances, the small presence of female passengers means losing out on a relatively large amount of male passengers.


There are two main thoroughfares in Orangi Town namely Sharah-e-Orangi and Sharah-e-Qazafi for which a loan of Rs500 million was sanctioned by the previous government. The work is still under way and no real progress is visible. One wonders what is going on in Orangi Town.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 24/10/2006)
Traffic police sour Eid spirit for many

KARACHI: As Eid approaches, a common sight is to see a hapless motorist being harassed by a bunch of traffic policemen. This is no innocent breaking of the traffic laws. It has now reached the level of an organized racket where the city traffic police are busy shaking down motorists in a bid to raise money for Eid.

“It was middle of Ramazan when I was stopped by two cops in SITE area,” said Zeeshan Farrukh, a resident of Gulistan-e-Jauhar, adding “I took a short cut to main road from a nearby street when they stopped me and inquired for the papers.”


Zeeshan who works in Auto Finance section of MCB told this correspondent that after he showed his papers to the cops, they objected on the registration number being written on the mudguard of his motorcycle. “They asked me to come to the police station for that reason,” he said. “Finally I offered them Rs100 to end the argument and they let me go,” he lamented.

“It is not surprising because they always have one reason or the other to harass you and take money from you,” he continued. “Nobody bothers to argue with them or to go to the police station because of well known reputation of police. Therefore people have to pay to them,” he added. 


Zeeshan said there are particular spots (not on main roads but in streets and linking roads) where these cops are frequently seen stopping motorcyclists and loaded vehicles such as pickups and mini trucks from whom they take minimum Rs100.

“I was passing by Aga Khan Hospital when police stopped me,” said Manzoor Ahmad, a resident of Pipri Bin Qasim Town. “My pickup was loaded with marble tiles that I had to deliver to a party the same day,” he continued, adding “I earned Rs500 for that delivery but paid them Rs150 out of my earning.” 


The police are authorized to check chassis number of vehicles and make sure it is not stolen or snatched but taking money from motorcyclists and other commuters for minor reasons put a big question mark on the department already despised by the public.


The government has turned a blind eye to this activity, which will reach its peak in the Eid days and beyond. The traffic policemen demand “Eidi” from anyone they catch and end up extracting as much as possible.

(The News-4, 25/10/2006)
Portion of Liaquatabad underpass caves in: Road closed for traffic


KARACHI, Oct 24: Just three days after the opening of one track of the Liaquatabad underpass, a portion of it caved in on Tuesday apparently due to the substandard material used in the construction.

The portion developed several craters rendering the road unusable for traffic movement. On its part, the city government has maintained that “a few craters have developed on the road because carpeting had not yet been done.” It said that the carpeting would be done soon.


Meanwhile, the traffic police have temporarily closed the underpass for heavy traffic in view of the possibility of any accident.

A visit to the affected portion of the underpass, which was inaugurated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal three days back, showed that the craters were badly affected the smooth flow of traffic as drivers of the vehicles enter the underpass were facing problems in passing through it at a normal speed due to the ditches and the poor visibility owing to inadequate light inside.


At least a 30-feet-long portion of the underpass has developed small and big craters. “This is not an extraordinary situation as such things happen when a road is left without carpeting for some reasons. The road will be restored to its normal position through carpeting, which will be done within a few days,” a senior city government official said.


Inquiries show that the construction work of the underpass was completed in a hurry to meet the deadline set by the city government to inaugurate the facility before Eid.


A spokesman for the Friends Syndicate, which has been granted the contract for the construction of Liaquatabad underpass, admitted that the construction work on this project had not been completed so far. He maintained that the underpass had been opened for traffic in order to ensure a smooth flow on Ibn-i-Sina Road on an emergency basis before Eid. He described the craters that have developed on the road as ‘a normal phenomenon’, and said that the damaged portion would be repaired soon.


According to sources, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board had cautioned the city government that the underground water level in the area was high and might cause such a damage but the city government did not take the warning seriously.


Rejecting the impression that the caution had not been heeded, some city government officials said although the underground water level in the area happened to be high and was creating some problems, the city government had decided to continue with the work after taking remedial measures, including boring of wells along the underpass and installing electrical pumps to drain out the water, accumulating in the underground, into these wells.

The visit also reveals that there is no proper lighting system in the covered portion of the underpass which remains dark even in the daytime.


A traffic police official deputed at the Liaquatabad traffic check post said that the craters, coupled with the absence of proper light, had increased the risk of accidents, prompting the traffic police to close the underpass route temporarily.


City government officials said that there was a room for improvement in the lighting system, but blamed the low voltage in power supply for the poor light inside. As soon as the full voltage was available, the problem would stand solved, they said.

A visit to the newly constructed Nazimabad underpass also suggested that substandard material had been used in its construction as craters were seen in the middle of the road all along it, hampering a smooth flow of traffic on it.

(Dawn-13, 25/10/2006)

Nazim sees mischief in damage reports: Liaquatabad underpass

KARACHI, Oct 27: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the one track of the underpasses on different locations of Ibne Sina Road had been opened only to facilitate movement of vehicles before Eid while the formal inauguration is scheduled for December.

“The construction work on the three underpasses is still under way and the uneven portion of the Liaquatabad underpass flashed by the media as ‘caved in’ was not actually the damage.


In fact, the portion has not yet been carpeted because an underground pumping station is being developed there,” Mr Kamal clarified after concluding a visit to the three underpasses -- Nazimabad, Liaquatabad No. 10 and Gharibabad -- along with the press corps on Friday.

He explained that the concerned contractor had constructed a drain to direct water towards the pumping station. Water was leaking from the drain and the leakage would stop once the construction work of the pumping station is completed and made functional.


Due to heavy rains and accumulation of water in the tunnels, the level of subsoil water had risen. The water is being pumped out these days for which six pumps have been installed at the site.

“Some minor things happening in a project which is still in the phase of construction cannot be called caving in,” he argued, and said: “Such claims are unjustified and we can only call them a conspiracy or a part of propaganda.”


The city nazim further stated: “I assure my fellow citizens that their elected leadership has been making all-out efforts for the betterment of people and we do not compromise on the pace and standard of our development projects. All that is being done is done with transparency and honesty.” Mr Kamal asserted that no substandard work had been resorted to in the construction of on any portion of the Liaquatabad underpass, and said that no work, whatsoever, had been carried out on the portion cited as ‘damaged’ by the media.


“Much work has to be done on these projects and we will be responsible and accountable for all the shortcomings and deficiencies after these schemes are formally inaugurated,” he said.

He said the propaganda even before the projects having been inaugurated was a conspiracy to bring a halt to the development work, as well as injustice to the city and open enmity with its citizens.

“We condemn such propaganda and request to the citizens not to be misguided by such things masterminded by the elements having a history of enmity with Karachiites and resistance to the city’s development. These elements have always been attempting to mislead our people, but in vain.”


Mr Kamal said similar elements had claimed about the possible mismanagement during Ramazan but their claims about the traffic chaos proved wrong.

“As a matter of fact, this Ramazan proved the most comfortable and relaxed month for the citizens due to our better planning. The media is also witness to the fact that neither I have officially inaugurated these projects nor have we fixed any plaque to show any of them formally opened.”


He said the underpasses were among the biggest and key projects ever executed in the city’s history and after their completion in December, one of the country’s top personalities would inaugurate them.

“We will request President Pervez Musharraf to inaugurate the underpasses,” he added.


The city nazim said that at least four-inch thick carpeting would be carried out on the tracks of the three underpasses.

Syed Mustafa Kamal’s pledge to formally open the underpasses in December is yet another deadline any top official of the city government has set since the launching of these projects in March.


While inaugurating the Nazimabad underpass, he had set a four-month deadline for the completion of all the three underpasses. Later, in July this year, DCO Fazlur Rehman had told media that one track of all the three underpasses would be opened for vehicular traffic in August. Again, just before Ramazan, the city government had announced that the one track of the underpasses would be opened in the first week of Ramazan. The tracks were finally opened by the end of Ramazan but still with much work yet to be done.


Officials in the city government said the contractors would be able to complete the carpeting on the one track in the first half of November. “The track has not been closed for traffic, it is still open and would be fully functional next month,” said an official.


According to a representatives of the contracting firm, the original deadline of four months could not be met because the relocation of utility services’ lines had prolonged the work.

The DCO, in his talk with the media in July, had lauded the KWSB for undertaking commendable job remarking: “It has created a history by shifting 54- and 33-inch dia old pipelines from the project sites in a record short period of time.” Although, the shifting of KESC’s 11KV line had been an uphill task, but the same had been accomplished without any problem, he had noted.


All the three underpasses are being constructed under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme at a total cost of Rs852 million. Both the provincial and city governments are sharing the cost equally.

The underpass being built near the Nazimabad Flyover is the longest among them with a length of 750 meters, followed by the Liaquatabad underpass (668 metres) and Gharibabad Underpass (560 metres).


Having a similar depth of 5.2 metres, all the three underpasses will ensure an unhindered flow of vehicular traffic from SITE to the airport, thus saving both time and fuel.

(Dawn-15, 28/10/2006)

Another faulty underpass


ANOTHER underpass in Karachi has developed faults a few days after being inaugurated. It now seems that the Liaquatabad underpass, which was due to be completed on July 9, was hurriedly inaugurated before the final carpeting had been done so that one track could be opened before Eid. As a result, portions of the road developed potholes and other problems. That is not all. The lighting too is poor. Yet the city government and the contractors in charge of the project are dismissive of these concerns, saying that the problems are “not extraordinary” and will soon be corrected. However, this latest incident is indicative of what seems to have become a common thread in development projects: build now, think of the problems later. In this case too, it seems that the city government did not pay much heed to KWSB’s warnings about high underground water levels in the area which could later pose problems for the underpass. But that advice was not taken into account — a charge the city government denies. This practice of denying or downplaying a problem is also common.


Meanwhile, it is the city’s residents who suffer as a good portion of Karachi is dug up. Projects like underpasses and flyovers are taking much longer than expected to be completed, with each inordinate and inexplicable delay adding to the overall frustration. It might have been better to undertake one underpass at a time rather than taking up many simultaneously. This is especially true if one company is in charge of several projects and does not have the capacity or manpower to handle them all. However, since that approach was not adopted, the administration now has to find a way to ensure that the ongoing projects are completed in time — and not opened until they are ready to use.

(Dawn-7, 28/10/2006)

Driving licence


I AM a resident of Lahore. My driving licence (computerised) was made in Lahore about six years back. It was renewed three years back while I was visiting Lahore.

Now that I have been residing in Karachi for over three years, I wanted to get the licence renewed in Karachi. However, I was in for a surprise when I was informed by the DSP (licence) office that I cannot get it renewed at Karachi, nor can I get a new one made here. I would have to make a learner’s licence and then wait for about six weeks to get a licence issued in Karachi.

I thought that with all our data computerised by Nadra, and even the driving data at Lahore being computerised, the data would be shared and used all over the country. Is the data only used to find culprits but not to make life easier for the common people?


Another point is that no forms were available at the licence office, while they were abundantly available outside — for a fee, of course.

I would request the IGs of all the four provinces to resolve these issues for the convenience of the public.

M. KHALID MIR, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 28/10/2006)

Stuck in Carachi

The city is a muddle of unfinished buildings, unobserved laws and unkept promises. 

It requires a collective push from everyone to come out of the mess

By Farooq Baloch

Only God knows how the Karachiites manage to commute, shuttle as they do between desire and desperation.

Traffic jams are a rule in the city and it's been a while since the environmental and noise pollution touched alarming levels -- a while since many of the city roads were labelled by its dwellers as unfit for human use. To top it all, the quality of public transport has gone down and accidents are no more the chance occurrence they once used to be. They are bound to happen.

Traffic congestion in Karachi is ascribed in chief to the rapid increase in the number of automobiles secured on bank loans. However, other factors contribute, like ongoing construction work at various points, encroachment, existence of inter-city bus terminals in crowded areas deep inside Karachi and lack of parking facilities that forces motorists to park their vehicles on roads -- all because a failure to enforce law.

Almost all thoroughfares in the megapolis are disturbed because of some on-going development work by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). The grand development plan includes the construction of a number of flyovers, underpasses and other projects like a stormwater drainage system.

"In order to save time, we started several projects simultaneously under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme," a CDGK official says."We understand that public is suffering due to the ongoing work but we were compelled to undertake it."

He tries to compensate Karachiites by reminding them that "in a few years' time, they will enjoy commuting in a city with an entirely different (improved) look".

That could well be a Karachi with more vehicles. Between 1994 to 2002, on an average, 32,440 vehicles were added to Karachi's traffic each year. In 2003, the figure stood at 73,065 but it jumped to 1,67,626 in 2004. This means that no less than 19 vehicles were being added to the traffic in the city every hour back then.

Currently 3.5 to 4 million people commute in the city daily and some 600 cars are registered here every day. Take M.A Jinnah Road, one of the two main thoroughfares of the city along with Shahrah-e-Faisal. Some 11,000 vehicles ply the road per hour against a capacity of 750 vehicles. Illegal parking, violation of traffic rules, inadequate public transport and encroachment make it even worse.

"Karachi needs two things urgently,"says DIG Traffic Karachi, Captain Falak Khursheed (Retired). "Multi-storey parking plazas and a proper mass transit system."

The DIG says the police are responsible for regulation of traffic only. "At best we can make an impact of about 10 to 20 per cent," he says, leaving the mass transit cell and traffic engineering bureau to solve the rest of the riddle.

"We have only 1,200 traffic policemen to look after a city of 4 million daily commuters. Of these 1200 men, only the 400 odd who are ranked as ASI and above can issue tickets to violators," the traffic chief elaborates. "A single policeman has to cover 19 kilometres which would (theoretically) mean that he has to deal with 413 vehicles at a time. 1200 men cannot bring about a change on their own. They have to be helped by other departments." And by people.

Captain Falak Khursheed, believes that the people must be discouraged from bringing their vehicles to downtown Karachi by providing them with a proper mass transit system.

One of the most painful aspects associated with the traffic congestion in Karachi is the chaos that VIP movement brings to the city in its wake. Full protocol and a 'fully' congested Shahrah-e-Faisal greets the president and the prime minister on their visits here. This VIP movement and the general immobility that it leads to has in recent times been blamed for many a death, including that of a university student who could not make it to hospital in time because of a 'very important' traffic jam.

While these brushes with the royalty are mercifully occasional, the commuters are forever in the grip of a powerful transport mafia. Karachi's public transport system is an assortment of buses, coaches, mini buses, taxis, rickshaws and the so called Karachi Circular Railways (KCR). Of a total of 18,000 buses operating in the city, 13,000 are mini buses and coaches that are held responsible by many for paralysing the entire public transport system. Loaded to the last available inch on the roof, these minis are a favourite with the transporters because they provide bigger profits. Notwithstanding the Karachiites' demands for bigger, more spacious buses, they are condemned to fold their bodies and somehow cram themselves into the mini buses.

The Urban Transport System (UTS) buses introduced some years ago provided the people some relief initially. Within a couple of years, though, the spacious option began to wane due to a number of factors.

Rana Muneer, an official of the UTS Buses Operators Association, tells TNS that mismanagement and corruption by the staff of different UTS buses led the companies to default and the buses had to be returned to the leasing banks. He identifies high oil prices and unavailability of spare parts of these imported buses as the main reasons for the system's collapse.

There are others who maintain the UTS was doomed from the start in the face of the transport mafia -- even though transporters claim they are ready to play their due role in turning the traffic system around.

"If the government wants to ban unfit and pollution-causing vehicles, it should give us some incentive,"says Irshad Bukhari, 

President, Karachi Transport Ittehad. "We also want a pollution-free environment but we should be given loans to buy the CNG buses which are very costly. Thousands of poor families depend on this business for their survival."

Survival is the right word when you consider the tragically high number of fatal accidents that Karachi has been the site of in recent times. In a majority of the fatal accident cases, a heavy vehicle -- oil tanker or trailer with improperly secured containers recklessly driven by untrained men -- was to blame.

Buses, mini buses and coaches make up just 2 per cent of the total registered vehicles in Karachi but they are responsible for an extremely high number of fatal accidents. In 2005 alone, 91 buses were involved in fatal accidents, followed by the other usual suspects: mini buses (75) and coaches (73). As many as 297 fatal accidents involved other heavy vehicles -- trucks, dumpers, oil tankers and trailers.

"Karachi needs nothing short of a Transport Masterplan," says Athar Hussain, Executive District Officer (EDO) in CDGK's Transport and Communication Department, formerly known as Traffic Engineering Bureau. "We are the inter-regulatory authority, we don't make policies."

In the meanwhile, the department claims to be doing its bit."The central business district (CBD) of Karachi had no parking lots,"the EDO tells

TNS. "We have planned 13 parking lots in the area, which will be completed in two years' time. That will solve the parking problem there to a great extent. To avoid violations of signals, we plan to introduce a Demand Responsive Urban Transport System within a year."

He says loop detectors will be installed at every signal which will convey information to the central control system within seconds. "We will be able to manage traffic better with the help of this system," Athar Hussain says.

The Mass Transit Cell on its part is planning to import 8,000 CNG buses for Karachi over the next five years. The idea is to replace old buses gradually with the CNG versions, starting with the oldest bus.

According to a Sindh High Court decision all vehicles which are unfit or causing environmental pollution must be banned. There is already a bar on the registration of any more two-stroke rickshaws and by June 2007 the two-stroke rickshaws plying the roads at present have to convert to CNG or face cancellation of permits.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-28, 29/10/2006)

Public transport may be banned on Chundrigar

KARACHI: The financial institutions located on the most important thoroughfare of the city, I I Chundrigar Road, have decided not to allow public transport to ply on this road owing to security reasons, and the beautification of the road is to start by December. 

Informed sources told The News on Saturday that it was earlier decided that public transport be banned on this road as it was considered a threat to the security of financial institutions. The city government had allowed temporary free shuttle service but to date, it is not to be seen. Initially, it became functional but these days there is no such operation. 


Sources said now the design of the beautification will be completely changed due to high-rise buildings and motels being planned on this road. This would necessitate changes in the structure and design of the road. The cost of the project will also escalate. The beautification work once again depends on completion of MT Khan Road and the KPT sources have given an indication that this road will be completed by December.


Sources said tenders had been invited for the prequalification and six firms have evinced interest. Earlier, not a single contractor showed interest. So it was decided to hand over the job to the Frontier Works Organisation. 


Citizens heaved a sigh of relief after some patchwork on this important road was carried out, although dust and traffic jam still exist. Citizens and businessmen feel justified in asking when this road will be completed and who is responsible for the delay.

The cost of the project is escalating with the passage of time and contractors are not prepared to work on this project as decision makers for this road are always divided and take far too long in reaching a decision. 


It is worth mentioning that the steering committee of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has not come forward with any verdict as to why the delay is taking place and who is to blame for this.

The steering committee has given a green signal to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to start patchwork on I I Chundrigar Road after M T Khan Road construction will be completed by August 31, 2006. Now new date is December this year. The steering committee will decide on a new strategy on Monday at a meeting where decisions will be taken in consultation with the city government, which is the executing authority. 


Informed sources told The News that the head of the steering committee had sent a letter to the city government that beautification of the road should not be started till M T Khan Road is completed. 

The work on the MT Khan Road has already been delayed. It was scheduled to be completed on April 19, 2006, and now new contract has been awarded to the FWO.


Relocation of utility services is the biggest hurdle in the completion of this road. This job is now 80 per cent complete. 

The cost of MT Khan Road, which is 2.56 kilometre long, is Rs266 million. 


The transport department now admits that stoppage of public transport on Chundrigar Road was a wrong decision, but the city Nazim had issued orders that public transport will not be allowed till the road is beautified.

The estimated cost of renovation of Chundrigar Road is Rs220 million.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 29/10/2006)
New tax likely on POL products

ISLAMABAD, Oct 29: The government is reported to be planning to impose a new tax on petroleum products to collect over Rs30 billion for increasing the strategic oil storage to cover a minimum of 45 days of consumption. At present, the storage covers 21-day consumption.


A senior official at the ministry of petroleum when contacted said it would be too early to say how much and when the new levy would be made part of oil pricing. He, however, confirmed that the ministry was about to appoint a consultant to look into the requirement and aspects of the infrastructure, location and regulatory and financial aspects of additional storage capacity.

He said a lot of homework would be required to come up with a decision but one thing was clear that strategic reserves would be enhanced. This would need additional money to be generated from the public in one form or the other, he said.

The government would keep in mind the security needs and economic needs of enhancing storage for uninterrupted supplies, he added.


The official said the new levy would be required even if the oil marketing companies were asked to maintain inventory on compulsory basis because the strategic stocks would have two portions. First, significant additional investments would be required to construct new storage capacity and secondly, considerable amounts would be needed to build up the stockpile to cover consumption of up to 45 or 60 days. Financial implications like capital and operating cost, cost of dead inventory and levy on consumers would be decided after the consultant completed the report.


He said a similar proposal was put up by former secretary petroleum Abdullah Yousaf in 2002 following the heavy deployment of troops by India along Pakistan’s borders but was later shelved as peace prevailed. At that time, he said, the proposal was to put the additional income at the disposal of the ministry of defence to enable it to enhance its storage capacity.

He said the consultant would develop a methodology to assign the cost of strategic stocks to crude oil and different petroleum products and propose appropriate options for charging the levy on account of storage stocks.


Currently, storage facilities are owned and operated by oil marketing companies, refineries, major energy utilities and large consumers. There is also a proposal to convert a couple of obsolete and uneconomic refineries into full-fledged storages, an executive working with a multinational oil company said.

He said the industry was ready to cooperate with the government to maintain additional inventory but that would have a continuous cost to continue rolling over crude oil and product stocks in addition to initial investments for construction of new or additional storage.

He said Pakistan’s total operating stocks were about 21-28 days of national consumption for different products, compared with a 90-day minimum in most European countries.


The EU is now considering enhancing stocks further for using them for market intervention to minimise international spikes but it all depends whether Pakistan can also afford to do it.


With an annual consumption of about 15 million tons, petroleum products account for about 37 per cent of energy consumption in Pakistan, with about 90 per cent in the form of high-speed diesel and fuel oil. Only 15-20 per cent of liquid fuel supplies are met from local sources and the balance is imported in the form of either crude oil or finished products.


Currently, different petroleum products have their specific markets and unique consumption patterns and require varying levels of strategic stocks to offset the impact of any unforeseen disruption. The current petroleum products pricing structure does not include any margin for carrying out such inventories.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 30/10/2006)

Six killed in road accidents

KARACHI, Oct 29: Six persons died in three separate accidents in different parts of the city since Saturday night. Three youths died and three others were injured in a road accident on the National Highway near Gulshan-i-Hadeed on late Saturday night.

Police said a car (AGK-582) occupied by six young men and heading to the shrine of Samundari Baba collided head-on with an oil tanker (QAE-4233).


Police said that three victims identified as Shahbaz, Sharif and Sarwar died before they could be shifted to hospital.

However, the three injured - Irfan, Naeem and Jibran -- were admitted to the Jinnah Hospital for treatment.


Hospital sources said the ages of all the dead and injured ranged from 22 to 25 years.

In another accident, a man and his young daughter died and his wife and a girl child were injured in a road accident in the Site area on Sunday evening.


Site TPO Javed Akbar Riaz said the couple were riding on the motorcycle with their two children when a speeding bus of route 20 knocked them down near the Habib Bank Chowrangi.

The injured family was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where Kaleem and his daughter Iqra were pronounced dead while the victim’s wife and their other daughter were referred to the Jinnah Hospital for further treatment.

The Site TPO said that the bus was driven by an underage conductor of the same vehicle identified as Abid Khan.


According to initial information, the driver of the bus was not feeling well and he had handed over the steering to Abid Khan.

Police have arrested the driver and impounded the vehicle following the accident.

In yet another accident a six-year-old girl died in a road accident in Saeedabad on Sunday.

Police said Asma, 6, was reportedly crossing the road in sector B-11 when a minibus bus knocked her down.

The victim was rushed to a nearby hospital where she was pronounced dead on arrival. Police claimed to have arrested the driver of the minibus.

(Dawn-13, 30/10/2006)

Closure of driving licence branch Korangi ordered


KARACHI, Oct 29: Sindh IGP Jehangir Mirza has ordered closing down the driving license branch in Korangi. He issued directives for the closure of Korangi branch after it was observed that it had lost its utility as there was a very low turnout of citizens seeking licences at this office.

A notification to this effect has been issued directing DSP Nasim Ara Panhwar to report to the CCPO and other staff of the closed branch to DIG Traffic.


Besides, DSP Tariq Bajwa of DL Branch, Clifton has been assigned additional charge of SP Motor Vehicle Inspection/Driving License Branch.

The IGP also transferred DSP Traffic Zone-I Jahangir Ali to Driving License Branch Nazimabad from where DSP Shaheen Barlas has been transferred and ordered to report to the CCPO.

Meanwhile, Jehangir Mirza constituted a five-member committee for distribution of Rs3 million in a transparent way among police.


Sindh Governor Ishratul Ibad and Chief Minister Arbab Rahim had announced Rs2 million and Rs1 million respectively to reward police for maintaining peace during Ramazan and Eidul Fitr.

The committee consists of AIG Sindh, DIG Headquarters, DIG Operations, AIG Logistics and SSP Security, Special Branch, Sindh. The committee would identify the police officials and functionaries from all the branches of Karachi police who performed well and make recommendations.


The chief minister had also announced Rs10 million for creating a revolving fund for the police. The IGP notified a committee consisting of CCPO Karachi and DIG Operations to submit comprehensive recommendations in this regard.

(Dawn-13, 30/10/2006)

Subsoil water hinders underpass completion

KARACHI: The ongoing work on Liaquatabad underpass has encountered a fresh problem in the shape of rising subsoil water. Concrete walls on both sides of the underpass could not be constructed as a result. 

Official sources told this reporter that during excavation at the site of the underpass water level was about 32 feet below surface but after the recent rainfall in Karachi subsoil water level rose and it was found at about 18 feet below surface.


Now using modern techniques “well point system” has been introduced. Under this system, three wells each will be excavated on both sides of the Liaquatabad underpass. Following this, water pumping will be done round-the-clock.

These pumps will drain the water at sumps, which will later be drained into the Lyari River through a pipeline. 


EDO Works and Services Manaullah Chachar is supervising the work. The concrete walls will be built once the subsoil water is drained out. The project is likely to be completed by December.


Sources said testing of subsoil water will be carried out before draining it into the Lyari river. 

With the part-opening of three underpasses, the commute time from Habib Bank roundabout to Sharea Faisal has been reduced to 15 minutes. Previously motorists used to travel for more than an hour to cover this distance.

The sources said that all the hurdles and roadblocks at the Hasan Square flyover will be removed before IDEAS 2006 exhibition to ensure smooth flow of traffic. Work will only be done above ground, which will not cause any problem for the traffic.

The traffic police would be asked to remove all the vendors and patharedars for smooth flow of traffic. 


The sources said that the National Stadium flyover is almost complete and could be opened any time but the Liaquatabad underpass is the biggest hurdle in opening this signal-free corridor.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal queries: “Isn’t it a relief that a motorist taking the route of the underpasses, starting from Nazimabad underpass to Hassan Square, is now covering the distance in just one-and-a-half minute?”

(The News-2, 30/10/2006)
Three die, 2 injured in accidents

KARACHI, Oct 30: Three persons died and two were injured in road accidents in different parts of the city on Monday. A motorcyclist was crushed to death and his pillion rider was injured when their two-wheeler was sandwiched between a minibus and a truck in Malir on Monday.


Police said that the accident occurred at Kalaboard where F-16 route minibus and a truck collided hitting the two victims. They were rushed to the Jinnah hospital where Ibrahim, 28, was pronounced dead and Zahid was admitted for treatment.

Both the victims were residents of Siddiq Goth in Al Falah Area.

Police said that the minibus driver fled following the accident.

In Clifton, a 19-year-old man died and his seven-year-old nephew was injured when a speeding water tanker knocked them down near Abdullah Shah Ghazi shrine.

Police said that Tanveer and Rashid had come from Saeedabad to visit the shire.


In Sachal area, a young man died in a hit-and-run accident.

Police said that an unidentified man was found dead at the link road close to Super Highway.


ROBBED: A man was deprived of Rs250,000 at gunpoint by suspects wearing police T-shirts at Rashid Minhas Road on Monday.

Police said that Mr Manan withdrew cash from Saudi Pak Bank located at Rashid Minhas Road near Jauhar Mor. He was intercepted by several armed men who deprived him of the cash at gunpoint before fleeing.

The SHO of Aziz Bhatti police station admitted that he had not registered the FIR. He said that there were some loopholes in the statement of the complainant.

(Dawn-17, 31/10/2006)

Graffiti a part of underpass beautification work?

KARACHI: It seems that the beautification work at the Karachi Port Trust’s (KPT) Clifton underpass is in full swing as labourers can be seen diligently working on the underpass walls these days.


Interestingly, though the cosmetic makeover is being pursued with noticeably determined vigour, the attention of passers-by still diverts towards the prominent and pronounced graffiti on the walls, which simply cannot be ignored while driving through the underpass.

The offensive and brash comments chalked in large fonts upon the walls are not far away from the newly-fixed tiles that make up the current decoration work. The KPT Project Engineer, Saeed Soomro, disclosed that an architect from Indus Valley School of Arts has designed the work that is currently going on at the underpass.

He said that more than one factor has to be kept in mind when designing the walls, such as the geometry work, traffic run, etc. Special care has to be taken while designing an underpass’ walls taking into consideration the contentment of commuters using the route.


Various other technical issues are also deliberated upon and discussed including the traffic movement and its flow, which are important aspects to keep in mind while conceiving the whole idea. 

He said that the estimated cost of the project is Rs.9.5 million, to be disbursed and apportioned to various tasks associated with the beautification plan, adding that the work will be completed by the end of November after which the KPT will probably hand over the underpass to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in December.


When asked if KPT had taken into consideration the ideas of the public when drawing up plans for the beautification work, he said that the work is being done under a scheme in which suggestions were openly welcomed. Participants from different associations came forward to contribute and several joint meetings were held for this purpose, he said. 


“Associations from the locality as well as from the surrounding areas participated and gave their positive feedback after going through the model that is kept in our office,” he said. All things considered, until the beautification work is finally completed, commuters using the underpass still have the suggestive graffiti to keep them occupied.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 31/10/2006)
NOVEMBER

Faulty designs of pedestrian bridges

KARACHI: College girls are among many other pedestrians that suffer daily from the human congestion caused by the narrow stairs of the Colony Gate overhead pedestrian bridge near the airport.

“There are too many stairs on this bridge,” said Sumbleen, a student of the Khursheed Govt. Girls College, adding, “What is more annoying is the congested staircase of the bridge from which only one person can pass at a time.” 


She pointed out that there were four colleges, namely Girls Elementary College, Superior Govt. Boys College for Science and Commerce, Allama Iqbal Govt. Girls College and Khursheed Govt. Girls College, all located in the same area. This meant that students from all four colleges utilised the one bridge, often at the same time, which further worsens matters.

“The stairs are so congested that sometimes our shoulders are rubbed against the men,” lamented Sana Abbasi, adding, “Barring a few good people, most of the boys and other men do not give us respect and try to pass on without showing concern that the girls do not feel comfortable when they brush against them deliberately or accidentally while crossing.”


Sana, who is a student of BA final at Khursheed College, told this correspondent that a couple of boys who are frequently seen sitting under the bridge exploit the situation to their advantage, especially when college girls use the bridge to cross the road. 


“I still remember the day when an elderly man was ahead of us and he was walking up at a snail’s pace,” she continued. “There was a long queue of girls behind him all helpless because there was no room to overtake the man, who took a long time to finally reach the deck, which was then spacious enough to overtake him,” she added. 


It may be recalled here that Colony Gate overhead pedestrian bridge, which took an unusually long time to be completed, was opened to public as recently as the first week of Ramazan. Undoubtedly, prior to its construction, pedestrians were made to suffer a great deal while attempting to cross the road on which speeding vehicles, especially motorcyclists, would refuse to stop, even when the signal was red. Consequently, this made it extremely difficult for the girls and the elderly to cross the road. The opening of this overpass has certainly eased the situation a bit. However, the congested stairs of the bridge, definitely a grave oversight in the designing process, represents a new problem not only for college girls but also for other pedestrians who have to wait for extended periods to allow room for others to pass — especially during the rush hour.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 01/11/2006)
Getting my driving license

Ten years back my daughter returned home one evening, triumphantly waving her first ever driving licence, obtained from the local driving licence branch. The entire process was facilitated and expedited by an under-the-table exchange of twelve hundred rupees. This fast-track package deal jointly operated by police and touts had many built-in features such as not having to undergo the inconvenience of a driving test, medical test, road sign test and a host of such other irrelevant formalities. While the event seemed insignificant and routine in many ways, and had little 'breaking news' value, it caused quite a furore in the family. 


There were some of us who felt that the family had finally acquired the good sense of correctly dealing with a government department, and had done exactly what the other five hundred persons were doing each day to obtain their driving licences. There were others who felt that the sky had irreversibly fallen down, we were a party to the crime, and that we needed to report back to the licence office explaining the circumstances in which this fake document was issued. What happened next is a story for another day, and I will quickly fast forward to the year 2006.


Flipping through a host of plastic cards that one tends to uselessly accumulate these days, I suddenly discovered last week that my driving licence had well crossed its useful life and needed an urgent replacement. This of course meant a visit to the dreaded driving licence office an exposure to its associated culture of endless waits, absence of queues, harassment by touts, shortage of forms, lack of directions, over-the-table delays and under-the-table expediters. I must admit with a compelling sense of joy and pride that I was completely bowled over this time. 

The licence department had distinctly changed for the better in more than one ways, demolishing the hardened cynical belief that government institutions can never get any better. Let me state a few facts that would not just explain the improvements that have been made but also provide some inspiration for the rest of the government. The first thing that hits you strongly is that every official you speak to is courteous and helpful. This is a major paradigm shift for a department called 'police'. Next that I did not have to pay a single extra rupee to anyone to expedite or fast track the process. Third that the computerisation of data, picture-taking, making and handing over the driving licence was done in a very professional and efficient manner. One could not help being touched by a licence renewal time of one hour and fifteen minutes (as compared to a full day destroyed in earlier years).


The licence branch has already taken the most difficult first step of breaking the status quo of the past many decades. A few more steps in the same direction could bring it closer to a world class licensing department. It could start by removing all political posters from the gate of the licence department and instead write in bold clear words the department's working hours, fee and documents required to obtain a driving licence. The next is to consider a licence issue / renewal as a holistic exercise, beginning from arrival of a customer to the time he departs with his licence. Except for the driving test, all this could be done in one large hall (divided into three sections, one section for the waiting area, another for documentation, eyes testing and picture taking, and the third for testing of traffic rules). The waiting area once again must have large clearly written posters in English and Urdu that describe the exact documents (and no more) that are required for each category of service. Customers must not run after private photocopiers to obtain a copy of the licence form, which could be placed in large numbers inside the waiting area.


A help desk located inside the waiting area could provide information or help any form filling. Once a customer enters the waiting area and fills the form, he/she must follow a natural sequence of flow such as checking of documents for completeness, payment of fee, eye test, picture taking and receipt of driving licence. All this is done in one room and all that is required for a licence seeker is to move from one window to another (in a queue) and complete the entire process in no more than 20 minutes. Time taken for each licence seeker from entry in the waiting room to exit after the receipt of driving licence must be measured by ticket machines (typically used in queuing systems in banks). Reduction of this time must be an on-going target of the licence office. The effectiveness of the information system could be measured by the number of times a licence seeker needs to approach an official for a piece of information. A prominently visible suggestions/feedback register must be placed at the last point of service, to enable customers to make a suggestion or write a complaint. The one final stroke for ensuring that the system works well for the ordinary citizens is have the IG Police, attired in 'shalwar qameez' queuing up for getting his own driving licence. Is the licence office ready for yet another turn-around?

(By Naeem Sadiq, The News-6, 01/11/2006)
Pricing the POL less painfully

PRESIDENT Musharraf has stressed the need to facilitate the common man’s access to resources through broadening the economic opportunities. That is the theme song of Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz and senior officials as well in a country where officially a quarter of the people are acknowledged to be extremely poor.


But the fact is that by transferring the new resources — arising out of the ‘turnaround’ within the economy — to the very poor and the disadvantaged, the government is not able to meet their very basic needs. They need safe drinking water, power and hygienic conditions around them along with facilities for education and public health.


Gone is the promise for water and power for all by 2007 and in large parts of the cities the people do have a pipeline system but have no or little water and when they have power connections, the supply is fitful and the breakdowns frequent and even the posh areas of major cities, like Clifton and Defence in Karachi, are extremely unhygienic due to continued official neglect.

As a result the people of Pakistan are exposed to most epidemics that afflict many parts of Asia. If it was the bad pandemic until recently it is Dengue virus which is claiming an increasing number of lives. Aids continue to afflict an increasing number of persons.


Varied stomach diseases in an epidemic form are common in southern Sindh due to persistent pollution of drinking water. In such circumstances what matters is not the president or the prime minister issuing orders to enable people benefit by the high economic growth and evident affluence but ensuring the people have lasting access to them.


But what is really happening is that while the poor continue to remain poor, the middle class is also getting relatively poor because of the sustained inflation and the ostentatious style of life that is becoming common and increasingly infectious. Protecting the purchasing power of the middle class is a real issue and an uphill task for them in our midst, but that must be done with imagination and resolutely.


In such a situation, the economic advisor to the finance ministry Dr. Ashfaq Hasan Khan says that POL prices cannot be reduced until the Saudi light crude prices come down to 54 dollars a barrel from the current 58-60 dollars. He says the government has lost Rs83 billion by subsidising POL products between May 2004 and October 2006. Rs48 billion was paid to the oil companies as price differential and Rs35 billion was lost owing to the loss of the petroleum development surcharge when the world oil price had risen to 78 dollars before coming down to 60 dollars.


The current POL prices were fixed, he says, when the Saudi Arab light crude was around 53.30 dollars a barrel in April. During this period Rs50 billion was paid to consumers as a subsidy.


So far the government has paid Rs28 billion to the oil companies and another Rs20 billion remains to be paid, he says. There is no subsidy on petrol as the rich use it. There is a subsidy on diesel and kerosene which the poor use, he says. But it is wrong to say that those who use petrol are rich. A lot of low and middle income persons also use petrol-driven vehicles as they have no alternative or their cars are too old for conversion to CNG.


The POL products users are now facing a new threat. The government is to raise its Strategic Oil Reserve from 21 days to 45-to-60 days and a new tax is to be levied on POL products to meet the cost of storage as well as pay the price for the crude oil stored and turning over the crude oil at fixed intervals will also cost money. The tax is to meet all such costs.

The 21-day reserve was so far maintained by the oil companies which now want the government to bear the cost. That is all the more logical if the size of the reserve is to be doubled or tripled. What should be the size of the reserve, how soon should that be built and through what stages it should pass still remain to be determined. And instead of building costly new storage facilities, a few of the abandoned storage facilities of obsolete refineries could also be used economically.

All that will be decided following the report of a consultant for the purpose who will examine the issue in detail and mark out the options and the extent of the new taxation.


If the tax is heavy, the cost of production, trading and transport would go up and make life more difficult for the lower income groups. And the actual inflation would be far above the promised 6.5 per cent for the current financial year instead of the current 8 per cent and the suffering of the people would increase. The export cost would also rise and exports will come down after recording a rise of only 2.9 per cent in the first quarter of the new financial year.

The problem has arisen as on one side the oil prices are very high and on the other side the domestic production of oil is very low. It meets barely 15 to 20 per cent of the country’s needs.


Determined efforts to increase oil production have not been a notable success. The more the OGDC and others look for oil, the more they get gas which meets about a third of the country’s energy needs. So the efforts to look for offshore oil are being stepped up vigorously, following the success of such efforts off Mumbai.


But they have to drill far deeper for success in offshore operations than done on the land by the OGDC and its partners who come up with small quantities of oil and far more gas. The result is that the oil import bill is over five billion dollars at today’s prices.


New efforts are being made to set up refineries in collaboration with China and Japan and enlarge the oil exploration efforts with their cooperation. A refinery is to be set up near Gaddani which is to be given the status and exemptions of an export processing zone.


Meanwhile the Jura Energy Corporation of Canada has announced it has entered into a partnership with a famous Chinese company to explore oil and gas in Sindh which has proved to be modestly rich in both.

With exports particularly that of textiles faltering and textile exports coming down by seven per cent in the next 2 months, nothing should be done which enhances the cost or production and transportation and the cost of doing business in Pakistan.


Indisputably, an increase in POL prices has a multiplier effect on prices as a whole. And it has a continuous ripple effect on prices for a long time in Pakistan but that has to be avoided at a time when Pakistan’s textile exports are reported to be less than even that of Cambodia, not to mention our principal competitors like China, India and Bangladesh.


India’s exports in the first six months of its financial year (April-September 2006) have risen by 37 per cent to $59.32 billion against $43.22 billion in the first half of last year. The trade deficit has risen by 47 per cent due to the high price of oil and higher oil import, but commerce minister Kamalnath brushes aside the deficit and focuses on the striking increase in exports, so the target for exports was enhanced to $125 billion for 2006-07. The earlier forecast was a 25 per cent increase in exports, but the performance shows a rise of 37 per cent. Last year exports increased by 25 per cent and touched $100 billion.


But Pakistan increased its export target this year modestly from $17 billion to $18.6 billion, but during the first quarter of the new year the export could only rise by 2.9 per cent. Pakistan has an uphill task which demands the active cooperation of the government, the industry and the exporters.


Meanwhile, the World Bank has come up with a loan of $300 million for the trade corridor improvement to reduce the cost of doing business in Pakistan and cut down the time it takes for the movement of goods from their places of origin to the port. That would make exports less expensive and move much quicker.


Wapda and its distribution companies have come up with a new remedy for power shortage and breakdowns. That is to set up capacitors of various capacities at the distribution points to increase the output of power. How well this scheme works remains to be seen.

Any measure that increases the output of power, improves the supply and reduces the cost of production and transportation is indeed welcome, but the schemes which are costly must fulfil what they promise and should not merely live up to the reputation of Wapda as a white elephant.


PS: A report from Islamabad says that the government had made Rs55 billion from POL sale. The report is credited to the Auditor General of Pakistan. The government has to explain from where this 55 billion rupees came and how this amount was spent.

(By Sultan Ahmed, Dawn-6, 02/11/2006)

Army wants flyover opened in fortnight

KARACHI, Nov 1: The army is mounting pressure on the city government to open the National Stadium and Hassan Square flyovers and their adjoining roads for vehicular traffic at least a week before the commencement of the 4th International Defence Exhibition & Seminar (Ideas-2006).

Pakistan's mega defence show, Ideas 2006 Arms for Peace, is all set to begin on Nov 21 at the Expo Centre, situated yards away from the sites of the Hassan Square and National Stadium flyovers.


Foreign delegations from more than 74 countries will attend the seminar to be held on Nov 20 and the defence exhibition, which will be inaugurated by President Gen Pervez Musharraf.


Keeping in view the security concerns not only for the president but also for the foreign defence delegates and transportation of the defence equipment Pakistan has developed indigenously or with international collaboration, the army authorities have asked the city government to ensure the completion of the development work at the two flyovers by the middle of this month, the sources added.


They said that a brigadier was monitoring the pace of development work and was continuously in touch with the authorities of the city government. Initially, the CDGK authorities informed the army that the work to build the two flyovers would be completed much before the commencement of Ideas-2006 but later the army realised that the completion of the two projects till Nov 20 was nearly impossible.


However, in an attempt to make it possible, the sources said, the army started pressing the city government to expedite the development work and open the two flyovers and the adjoining roads for the exhibition-specific traffic. "They (army) want us to open the adjoining roads and at least the National Stadium flyover a week before the inauguration of the Ideas-2006 for select traffic,” said a senior city government official.


Besides, he said, the army also wanted the city government to repair and carpet the Karsaz Road before the exhibition, as it would be one of the probable routes of President Pervez Musharraf.

He said the army made it clear that the whole area, near the Expo Centre, would be declared as high-security zone for about a week and during this period they would not allow any labourer to carryout development work.


He said: “We can open the National Stadium flyover as about 90 per cent of the work has been done while the city government is in the process of carpeting roads around the flyover to ensure smooth flow of traffic”. However, he conceded that the opening of the Hassan Square flyover before the Ideas-2006 exhibition would be a difficult task.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal told this reporter that the flyover on Stadium Road would be opened for vehicular traffic before the opening of Ideas-2006. “The city government has realised its responsibility and it is not due to pressure from any quarter that we are opening the flyovers,” he said.

The nazim said he hoped that the development projects, including construction of flyovers and underpasses, would definitely leave a positive impression on the foreign delegates visiting the defence exhibition, as they would see a major difference from what they witnessed last year.


The city government had launched six projects – three underpasses on Ibne Sina Road and three flyovers on Hassan Square, Stadium and Karsaz – for making a signal-free corridor from SITE to the airport, which would benefit motorists and commuters in terms of reducing their travel time. However, all of the projects missed their deadline due to various reasons.


Work to construct the National Stadium flyover was started on April 27 with an estimated cost of Rs671 million. The Hassan Square flyover project, launched on May 2, will cost Rs490 million.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-19, 02/11/2006)

Chundrigar Road to be closed to traffic for eight months

KARACHI: City’s arterial thoroughfare, I I Chundrigar Road, will be closed to traffic from January 1, 2007, for one year under its beautification plan. However, the city government claims that work will be completed in eight months.

Official sources told The News that now M T Khan Road will be completed by December 31 and work on it will start immediately by next year.


Sources said tenders had been invited for the pre-qualification and six firms have evinced interest in the work.

Now the tenders will be opened for these six firms on November 13. Earlier, no one had shown interest in this work and it has to be seen as to how these contractors handle this work.

The estimated cost of this project is Rs150 million. Initially, it was Rs80 million.


Sources said alternative route after the closure of Chundrigar Road will be decided after a meeting with the traffic police.

The KESC has also been asked to relocate its high and low tension cables and it has been decided that all the KESC lines will be underneath the pavements with a metre’s space at certain distances.

The works and services department of the city government could again put the city Nazim in a fix as in the past they had promised to complete three underpasses in four months, but these have not been completed even after a lapse of more than four months. 


Citizens feel that now the fate of the Chundrigar Road will be similar to the new M A Jinnah Road as it was delayed, as are several other projects initiated by the city.

Same is the situation as regards flyovers, citizens are urging the city Nazim to complete these projects promptly. 

It is worth mentioning that the Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE), the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), and almost all other financial institutions are situated on this thoroughfare, which is referred to as the city’s financial district. It is the business hub of Karachi.


Citizens fear that there would be another chaos on this road as many newspaper offices are also located on this important thoroughfare.

The financial institutions on the most important road of Karachi have decided that public transport will never be allowed to ply on this road owing to “security reasons”, and the beautification of the road is to start by December this year.

The beautification work once again depends on completion of M T Khan Road and the KPT sources have given an indication that this road will be completed by December this year. The cost of the project is escalating as time goes by and contractors are not prepared to work on this project as decision makers are always divided and take ages to reach a decision.


The steering of the SBP will decide on a fresh strategy on Monday at a meeting where decisions will be taken after mutual consultation with the city government, which is the executing authority.


Work on the M T Khan has already been delayed. It was scheduled to be completed by April 19 and now new contract has been awarded to the Frontier Works Organisation and on this road only biggest hurdle to road construction, that is relocation of utility services, has so far been completed to the extent of 80 percent.

Though belated, the committee realised that people were suffering a lot due to the suspended dust in the air as left side of the road has already been dug up for the relocation of utility services.

The transport department started rerouting the transport from February 20, on Chundrigar Road and by the end of June beautification plan should have been started. A large number of people are suffering from various diseases due to the dust all along the road and businessmen are the worst sufferers.


There was a demand from the citizens to open public transport on I I Chundrigar Road, transport department now has acknowledged that stoppage of public transport was a wrong decision, but the City Nazim had issued orders disallowing public transport till the road is beautified.

The shuttle service has also proved to be a failure as the vehicles just remain parked around the Arts Council.

The estimated cost of the I I Chundrigar Road is Rs220 million and five times tendering and re-tendering has been conducted yet none of the contractors could be qualified as they had given higher cost of the work.

Due to the closure of public transport on this important road commuters are facing massive inconvenience.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 02/11/2006)
No headway in KCR revival plan


KARACHI, Nov 2: Despite the approval of the feasibility of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) revival project by the Sindh government about six weeks back, no headway has been made in this direction so far, due to the same old traditional attitude of our bureaucracy towards the solution of the problems of the masses.

On September 16, Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui announced that the Sindh government had formally approved the feasibility of revival of the KCR and would be submitted to the federal government within a week, so that a sift loan could be obtained from the Japanese government for the same.


According to details, the project will be completed in three phases and its reach will be extended to Surjani, North Karachi, Airport, Gizri, Defence, Port Qasim and other areas. In the first phase, the KCR will be revived from the Karachi City to Nazimabad, in the second phase from Nazimabad to Drigh Road, and in the third phase it will be extended to airport and other areas. The entire system of the KCR will be computerised and a separate track will be laid from Karachi City to Drigh Road, and all railway lines, signals and stations with commercial centres will be developed on modern lines for the KCR.


However, despite passage of six weeks there seemed no visible development and it seemed that the bureaucracy has yet to realize the importance of this plan, which could alleviate sufferings of the Karachiites and bring the city into the fold of mega urban cities with an efficient means of public transport.


The Pakistan Railways had started the KCR in 1969 and closed it down in 1999 on the pretext of losses. It is worth noting that the KCR had earned half a million rupees in the first year alone, when it used to charge mere 0.25 paisas per ticket. In 1970s, the KCR used to run as many as 104 trips daily.


Logically, the KCR which bagged half a million rupees during its first year of operations had to economically thrive with the passage of time due to increased population of the city, but instead it incurred losses and was ultimately closed.

Due to the hue and cry of the Karachiites, the government decided to revive it in 2004 and its first phase between Landhi and Wazir Mansion stations was revived in 2005. But again the nexus of transporters and bureaucracy managed to block work on its second phase.


Despite tall claims by the high-ups of federal, provincial and city governments regarding the early revival of the KCR, no one is coming forward with a solid plan and a specific time schedule for this vital plan. Recently, Minister of State for Railways Ali Asjad Malhi was quoted as saying that the circular railway service would be launched in eight cities including Karachi and Lahore.


Responding to a question during question hour on the floor of assembly he said that in the first phase, feasibility of Karachi station to Dhabeji station and Karachi City to Malir Cantonment had been completed. He said that a plan was being worked out for launching Karachi Urban Transport Corporation and laying down a two-way railway track for KCR was under consideration.


Interestingly, a year back in November 2005 this matter was discussed between Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim and State Minister for Railways Ishaque Khan Khakwani during their meeting at the CM House Karachi and it was decided to set up a corporation named Karachi Urban Transport Corporation for running the KCR to facilitate Karachi commuters; however, despite the passage of an entire year nobody is aware of the progress made in this regard.


However, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, in the second week of May 2006, visited Islamabad and called on Federal Railways Minister Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed to discuss the revival of KCR. After the meeting a press release was issued by the city government, which said that the federal government had agreed to completely revive the KCR, besides implementation of the mass transit programme.

It claimed that the railway minister completely agreed to the proposal of KCR revival and assured that the federal government and especially Railways Ministry would provide all-out assistance in this regard.

It might be recalled that a team of technical experts of Japan last year completed initial feasibility report for the KCR revival and submitted it to the Sindh governor. However, according to the reports, this feasibility report was not approved as it suggested a long period for the revival work.


The KCR system encircles major parts of the city. It runs parallel to the main business area of Sharea Faisal. It touches I. I. Chundrigar Road, which is less than one kilometer from Kharadar, half a kilometer from the Fish Harbor, and one kilometer and a half from Lea Market. In the past it catered to the needs of the densely populated residential areas including Masoom Colony, Chanesar Goth, Sindhi Muslim Society, PECHS, Mohammad Ali Society, KDA Scheme 1, Baloch Colony, Mehmoodabad, Karsaz, Shah Faisal Colony, Drigh Colony, Quaidabad, Malir Colony, Landhi, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Federal 'B' Area, Karimabad, Nazimabad, Paposhnagar and Sher Shah.

It is said that some foreign firms are interested in running the KCR. There are also talks about getting foreign loans for this project. But in fact the Pakistan Railways (PR) is competent enough to complete this plan from local funding. The Karachi commuters demand a solid, concrete plan for the revival of KCR with a specific deadline.

They hope that the federal government would approve the feasibility of KCR soon and order physical launching of this much-awaited urban transport plan.

(Dawn-19, 03/11/2006)

Decision to close Chundrigar Road flayed


 KARACHI: The leader of opposition in the City Council, Saeed Ghani, on Sunday lambasted the decision of the city government to close I I Chundrigar Road for eight months for all kinds of traffic for its reconstruction and termed it detrimental for business and trade activities of the city. He said that nowhere in the world busy roads were totally closed for reconstruction. He said that Chundrigar Road was one of the busiest of Karachi and its closure would not only harm the economic activities of the city but also result in mental and economic agonies to thousands of citizens. He demanded that instead of closing the main arteries, first one track should be reconstructed, while other remained open to traffic and reconstructed in later phase. He also condemned digging of main road of Islamia Colony, linking UC 8 of SITE Town to UC-9. He said that this road had been left in dug-up condition since a year, causing immense problems for thousands of citizens. He demanded early completion of this road.

(The News-3, 06/11/2006)
Cantonment blocks road widening scheme

KARACHI: The city government’s much-touted Master Plan may end up becoming a document of little worth if other agencies keep encroaching upon its territory with bravado, shattering all the high-sounding plans of ensuring regulated city growth.

While the new City Master Plan is under preparation these days, already different agencies appear to be working at cross-purposes to defeat city fathers’ plans of bringing some semblance of order to Karachi’s expansion north, west, south and east.


The latest such instance is the Cantonment Board’s action of approving building plans on a huge piece of land in Garden which threatens to subvert a key road-widening scheme for the area. The city district government has expressed surprise over the Karachi Cantonment Board’s action of granting approval to building plans on a plot (No 73, N.I. Lines) within the 38 feet cut-line “in total disregard of notified road widening scheme for Garden Roads”.


In a communication to the KCB, the EDO city government pointed out that two years ago the KCB had granted a similar approval for a project namely “Amma Tower” on plot No 71 (2nd neighbouring plot). The matter was taken up by the CDGK, KBCA and others, and was resolved with the coordination and cooperation of KCB and the plot owner.

The building was set back 38 feet, leaving space for future road widening scheme. However, the EDO pointed out, it took six months time and energy of public offices “to correct the error committed by KCB”.

The city government official urged the Cantonment Board to get the construction work on the plot in question stopped immediately “in order to minimize the losses and avoid future legal and other complications”. 


The communication recalled that at a presentation made to the Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission at Governor House about the Karachi Strategic Master Plan 2020, all the representatives of federal agencies had accepted the supremacy, guideline and recommendations of the CDGK Master Plan.


The EDO Master Plan Iftikhar Ali Kaimkhani expressed the hope that KCB would resolve the matter in the interest of the city and its future growth in a planned and coordinated manner.

This case aside, the question of land acquirement is bound to spark controversies in the future, this being a tricky matter. When quizzed on the subject, City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil said the matter would be taken up with the authorities in Islamabad.


As time and again stated by the city Nazim, there are at least 13 agencies which together control Karachi. It wouldn’t be an easy job to bring all of them on board and get them work under the parameters to be set by this Plan.


But EDO Master Plan is upbeat about the Plan’s acceptability. 

He contends that it is for the first time that federal agencies have come on table and given an indication that they will own up the Master Plan. He hoped that the plan would be made public by the end of this year.

The city Nazim, on the other hand, is rather cautious and wouldn’t set a date for the Plan’s completion. “There is no tentative date of when the Master Plan would be completed or made public,” he told this reporter. “Whenever it comes out, it should be complete by all means and each and every stakeholder should own it,” he added.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 06/11/2006)
Unsecured container trucks ply city roads

KARACHI: Heavy vehicles whether physically unfit or loaded with improperly secured containers are still seen plying the city roads despite the fact that the deadline for these vehicles to stop doing so has well past.

The traffic police insist that strict action is being taken against the errant vehicles. On October 7, the terminal operators had decided that no delivery of any container could be made from port/terminal till it was verified that the vehicle had twist lock installed or affixed in four corners. 


Following that commitment, Capital City Police Officer Niaz Ahmed Siddiqui supervised a meeting in the presence of DIG traffic Captain Falak Khursheed, Advisor to Home Minister Waseem Akhtar, representatives of KPT, Port Qasim, Motorway police and transporters in which it was decided that from November 1, no trailers or trucks would be allowed on the city roads unless the containers were either empty or twist locks were properly installed in them. Likewise, it was decided that a container of 20 feet would not be allowed to be affixed on a 14 feet truck. It was vowed that strict action would be taken against vehicles if their physical fitness was not up to the mark. 


Justifying the decisions taken at that meeting the DIG traffic said, “We have issued 525 tickets (Challans) and cancelled the fitness certification of 105 unfit vehicles.” He further said that “we have impounded 60 vehicles and arrested two drivers while an overall fine of Rs2500 was imposed during our campaign which runs off and on.”

The number of accidents by these heavy vehicles has increased dramatically over the last couple of years. In Karachi, the number of accidents reported to have occurred involving heavy vehicles — mainly 10-wheelers or above — came to 184 that claimed 205 precious lives last year.


The goods transporters accuse traffic police of bribe-taking and lack of commitment to enforce law. They say there should be strict law about fitness of vehicles and tight monitoring of unfit vehicles and those with improperly secured containers. One of the representatives of Karachi Goods Carriers’ Association said most of the accidents are caused by local trailers since they bribe traffic police to let their unfit vehicles run; however the traffic police deny the charge.


Whatever the truth, the citizens are more concerned about what is being done to stop the increasing number of accidents mostly caused by unfit vehicles. They are less bothered about how efficiently police are working and what steps the transporters have taken to improve the fitness of their vehicles.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 07/11/2006)
Signal, parking free artery soon


KARACHI: Important arteries in the city will soon be made signal- and parking-free. This was learnt here by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) sources on Monday. The plan includes the main MA Jinnah Road, Rashid Minhas Road and Shahrah-e-Pakistan. Sharea Faisal has been made signal and parking free to a large extent, while construction work on several underpasses and flyovers from SITE to Airport was being expedited. The parking and movement of heavy vehicles on the said roads would be banned soon after the completion of Northern By-pass and Lyari Expressway, the sources said. It added that the officials were directed not to issue NOC to any commercial project on MA Jinnah Road and other important roads, till the specific parking area was not shown in their maps. The sources said that multi-storied parking plazas would be built soon to ensure smooth vehicular movement in congested city areas.

(The News-3, 07/11/2006)
Opening of Yousuf Goth bus terminus delayed: 

Highest bidder to pay Rs35m
KARACHI, Nov 7: While the operation, management and maintenance contract of the first inter-city bus terminus at Yousuf Goth, Baldia Town, is awarded to a local firm, its formal opening has been delayed for another month due to some impediments in handing over the facility to private operators.


Sources in the city government told Dawn on Monday that the operation and maintenance contractor would pay total Rs35 million to the city government for a period of two years and an agreement in this regard would be signed within the next two weeks. However, the sources conceded that the much-awaited inauguration of the bus terminus had been delayed for another month. “We will take 10 to 15 days for handing over the site and signing of the contract with the private operator and naturally the contract would also take a two-week time to settle and start operations,” said a city government official.


In November 2004, former city nazim Niamatullah Khan laid the foundation stone of this inter-city bus terminus and claimed that the facility would be ready within three months.

This year, on Oct 17, a division bench of the Sindh High Court was informed by the city government that the Yousuf Goth terminus would start its regular operation within 15 days. The 15-day period was over on Nov 1.


Sources said that the delay in the inauguration of the bus terminus, which was constructed at a cost of Rs39.4 million, was due to absence of water and power facilities. They said that till date there was no permanent arrangement on this count.

The sources said that before handing over the site to the private operator, the city government has to complete all required work, including provision of water and power supply. Though the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has launched the work for laying of water and sewerage lines, the task will take three to four months for completion.


However, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal told Dawn that water would be supplied to the bus terminus through 15 water tankers on a daily basis till the completion of KWSB work.

He said that the operation, management and maintenance contract of the terminus was awarded in a transparent manner and the contract was awarded to the highest bidder, who offered Rs17.5 million for one year. He said that shops and other facilities within the terminus would be auctioned by the city government and the revenue to be generated from these heads would be spent on city’s development.


The sources said that some 500 busses being plied on the RCD Highway would get parking facilities at the bus terminus after its inauguration. “The bus termini at Lea Market, Mewashah and Old Sabzi Mandi would be shifted to the Yousuf Goth bus terminus,” they added.


Mr Kamal made it clear that when he took over as nazim, PC-1 was not approved for the two other bus termini at the Super Highway and the National Highway. “As part of his election campaign, my predecessor only unveiled the plaques of several development projects without proper allocation of required funds,” he added.

He disclosed that he did not want to spend city government exchequer on the development of the two other intercity bus terminals.

“I will construct the two termini on built, operate and transfer (BOT) basis by foreign investors or multinational companies, which would operate these facilities for a period of 10 years. The city government would also get a huge sum of money from the operators of the new terminals,” he said.


The construction of both termini would start in the beginning of the next year and would complete in a record time, he claimed.

The inter-city bus termini will help in eliminating hundreds of illegal bus stands from various residential areas and reduce the traffic congestion on city’s main arteries.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-18, 08/11/2006)

Over 100 vehicles seized in operation

KARACHI Nov 7: Over one hundred private vehicles were lifted and impounded from various showrooms situated at New M.A. Jinnah Road and Khalid Bin Waleed Road in a major operation in Jamshed Town on Tuesday.

The operation to lift vehicles, illegally parked in the lanes and front road of the both arteries, was launched in the afternoon and completed by 9pm.


Jamshed Town Nazim Arif Ajakya told Dawn that a total of 110 vehicles — 78 vehicles from showrooms at New M.A. Jinnah Road and 32 from Khalid Bin Waleed Road — were impounded in the seven-hour operation.

“No untoward incident took place during the operation, which was backed by law enforcers,” he added.

He said almost every showroom owner was warned several times not to park their vehicles in the streets. They were only allowed to park their vehicles in one row outside their showrooms facing the main road but they were violating it consistently and used to park vehicles in three to four rows.


“On Monday, an ambulance took at least 20 minutes to cross a street near New M.A. Jinnah Road due to the parked vehicles of showroom owners,” he said adding that area people were facing severe hardships due to the illegal parking, as they found no place in their streets to park their own vehicles.

Besides, these vehicles were also causing traffic jams in the area.


Mr Ajakya said that all the vehicles were parked in Noor Ground and Tanki Ground, where he deployed police and town staff to ensure security of the vehicles. He said that City Nazim Mustafa Kamal had also contacted the association of showroom owners for resolving the issue but in vain.

He said that the fate of impounded vehicles would be decided in consultation with the association and the city nazim probably on Wednesday and the vehicles would be released after imposing heavy fine.

(Dawn-19, 08/11/2006)

Man crushed under road roller

KARACHI, Nov 8: A young man died in a road accident involving not a car, bus, truck or lorry, but being crushed under a road roller on Mangopir Road here on Wednesday. A duty officer of the Pak Colony police station said that Muhammad Asghar, 23, died after being crushed by a “speeding road roller”.


The town police officer of Site, Javed Akbar, said the driver of the road roller identified as Mairaj was reportedly reversing the heavy machine at the under-construction road of Mangopir when the accident occurred in front of Bismillah Hotel.


Initial reports suggested that Mairaj didn’t see Muhammad Asghar who was sitting on his motorcycle. The speed of the roller was a bit faster than its usual pace, the TPO said.


During the accident the young man was crushed and his motorcycle was also destroyed, police said. “It seems that due to traffic noise Muhammad Asghar didn’t hear the roller approaching at his back,” the TPO remarked.

The driver escaped from the spot following the accident.

Enraged people of the area blocked the single track of Mangopir Road which is operational for traffic.

The protest which lasted for over half an hour caused a sever traffic jam on the busy artery.


Police negotiated with the protesting residents, breaking off the protest and restoring the traffic on the road.

They impounded the road roller and were reportedly trying to arrest the driver.

The road roller belonged to a private contractor engaged in the road carpeting work.

The accident caused a temporary halt to the work.


DACOITY: A bank was deprived of Rs1 million in an armed holdup in the Federal B Area on Wednesday morning.

Police said eight armed men came to the Allied Bank’s Ancholi Mor branch. It was about 9:15am. They disarmed the security guard and held the staff members and customers at gunpoint. After collecting the cash they escaped without facing any resistance.

Following the incident, bank manager Syed Muhammad Mujtaba lodged an FIR (322/06) at the Gulberg police station.

(Dawn-17, 09/11/2006)

Work begins on Saddar parking plaza

KARACHI, Nov 9 The city government has resumed work on laying the foundation of one of five parking plazas planned by its transport and communication department (TCD), a senior official told Dawn.


Originally, the work to build a parking plaza behind Saddar Dawakhana, in Lines Area, had been started in May but the monsoon rains caused disruption, also prompting the TCD to extend the deadline for its completion.

“We have resumed work on the laying of foundation of this parking plaza after it was disrupted and delayed by rains for a few months,” Mohammad Athar, EDO Transport and Communication, said. He said the parking plaza was being constructed on an open space of 4,386 square yards and would have two basements and five floors. On the mezzanine and first floors, shops and offices would be built.


Mr Athar said the department had also finalised location and work plans for another parking plaza the same area keeping in view the demand for such facilities in Saddar, one of the busiest commercial areas of the city.

“Merely a single such facility may not resolve the problems vis-à-vis parking in the areas like Saddar, which is why we have planned yet another parking plaza in this town,” he said.

He said once the project was formally approved, its details, including the location, would be made public.


Officials in the city government said the TCD was planning to build parking plazas in various parts of the city to manage and streamline the traffic flow on all major roads and streets. The lack of parking space is one of the major factors leading to traffic congestion and fatal accidents, besides causing waste of fuel, fatigue and pollution.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal lately announced that the city government was planning to build 30 parking plazas across the city to regulate and manage traffic movement.


Officials in TCD said study had also been completed on a similar parking plaza on an open space in Clifton Block 7, near Schon Circle. Spread over an area of 2,932 square yards, the plaza would have a basement and five floors.

The TCD has finalised similar facilities at Boulton Market and Paposh Nagar.


Mr Athar said the TCD had asked administrations of all 18 towns to select some suitable locations for parking plazas in their jurisdictions and submit proposals to the TCD for further evaluation and implementation of feasible plans.

“It is not necessary to construct a parking plaza in every town because some towns may need more than one and some others, like Malir, may not need any,” he said, adding: “It depends on the commercial activities and volume of vehicular traffic in an specific area.”


Sources in different town administrations said the most TMAs were finding it difficult to specify a location for parking facilities because of various reasons. 

“Every town has open spaces but the relevant laws do not allow use of such land for a purpose other than they are meant for,” said an insider.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 10/11/2006)

Inter-city bus terminus to be opened on 18th
KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that the Balochistan inter-city bus terminus, situated on the RCD Highway, will be inaugurated on November 18 by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad. 

The terminus has been built at a cost of Rs140 million with a parking capacity of 125 buses.

He said more than 500 buses will arrive and leave this terminus and 36 offices have been established for booking of tickets followed by modern security arrangements where computerised cameras will be fitted.

He said encroachments had been removed from this terminus, which was an uphill task.


Mustafa said there are three gates for entry into Karachi and it was a priority to establish three bus terminals at these three gates. He said a bus terminus had been built on the Balochistan Highway over 11 acres with modern facilities with a waiting room for passengers, and a modern cafeteria for drivers.


Referring to crime control, he said a police kiosk has been established. For other administrative matters, a transport management committee had been established, to be headed by the DIG, Traffic, he added.

The city Nazim said at present there were more than 210 illegal bus termini in Karachi, which had to be removed from the city, and in the second phase a bus terminus would be established on the Super Highway. To that end, he said, 15 acres would be wrested from land grabbers.

He said we have written letters to oil companies to establish their stations and also construct bus termini which was a practice the world over. Mustafa said tenders for construction of these termini had been published in papers and would be opened on November 14.

He said at this two-storeyed bus terminus would have two halls for passengers of 15,332 square feet each, more than 16 shops, while on the first floor there would be a cafeteria spread over 553 square feet.


Mustafa said after a meeting with all the transporters it has been decided that all the transporters should remove their depots to this inter-city terminus before November 30. He said to facilitate passengers a shuttle service will start form Lea Market for coming to the city. Mustafa said that no illegal bus terminus would be tolerated after the inauguration of this terminus.

(The News-2, 10/11/2006)
Yousuf Goth terminus opens on 18th


KARACHI, Nov 9: The modern inter-city bus terminal at the Yousuf Goth, RCD Highway would be formally inaugurated by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan on Nov 18, said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal here on Thursday.


Talking to newsmen during his visit to the bus terminal, he said that the previous city government administration had spent only two per cent funds on this project, which has now been completed by the present administration in one year.

He said some 200 illegal bus terminals were presently operating in the city which needed shifting outside the city, In said in the second phase an inter-city bus terminal would be set up at the Superhighway on BoT basis. He said that oil companies were asked to build it on the BoT basis. He said tenders in this regard had been invited that would be opened on Nov 14.


He said work had been initiated to provide water supply line to the RCD Highway bus terminus, and till completion of that project 15 tankers of water would be provided to it daily. He said the KESC installations at the terminus would be completed by Nov 14.

He said this terminus would be fully computerized and its all activities would be recorded through hidden cameras. He said it was decided in a meeting with transporters that they would shift their bus stands to this terminal by Nov 30. He said a shuttle bus services from the terminal to Lea Market would be run to facilitate passengers.


Meanwhile, the City Nazim, under section 144 CrPC, ordered closure of all illegal terminals of Balochistan-bound buses in the city. These buses now can use Yusuf Goth Inter-City Bus Terminal on RCD Highway for entry into and exit from thecity limits.

The Nazim's order says the ban is being imposed on movement of buses for Balochistan within the jurisdiction of Karachi after the completion of Yusuf Goth Inter-City Bus Terminal for Balochistan-bound buses.


While entering Karachi, these buses will have to stop at Yusuf Goth and leave for Balochistan from there.

The illegal inter-city bus terminals on city roads are creating problems in traffic flow and the noise is making them a source of nuisance for people living around, it said.


MDA: The Malir Development Authority on Wednesday allowed two cooperative housing societies to allot plots, while it also decided to allot plots to low grade government employees and hire private guards to save more than 20,000 acres of authority's land from encroachments.

This was decided in a meeting of authority with City Nazim Mustafa Kamal in the chair. MDA DG Amirzada Kohati and other members of the MDA attended the meeting. It decided to allot plots to the low income workers of 18 towns of Karachi in Malir Town and New Malir Housing Scheme through lucky draws.

(Dawn-17, 10/11/2006)

Japan offers help for KCR revival


KARACHI, Nov 10: Japan has offered a loan on very low mark-up for revival of Karachi Circular railway. The plan envisages restoration of circular railway from KPT bridge to Landhi and an additional circular service from new Sabzi Mandi to Sohrab Goth and Liaquatabad. This was stated by Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman here on Friday while talking to the NIPA course participants from Peshawar.


The visiting participants of the 41st advanced course on public sector management were also briefed about development activities in Sindh, including Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project, Devolved Social Service programme, RBOD besides mega and other projects of education, health, roads, schools in Sindh's rural areas. On the occasion, the course participants made queries about crime situation and police services, rural-urban problems, environmental pollution, devolution programme etc.

The director-general NIPA Peshawar thanked the chief secretary and other officers present in the meeting. On the occasion shields were also exchanged. Additional chief secretary development Ghulam Sarwar Khehro briefed the visitors about development projects of Sindh government in detail.


Secretary Implementation Nazar Hussain Mahar, Secretary, General Administration, Aftab Ahmed Memon, Additional IG Sindh, Special Secretary Finance and Special Secretary Local Government were also present.

(Dawn-18, 11/11/2006)

Expansion of Yousuf Goth terminus on cards

KARACHI, Nov 10: The city government has planned to expand the newly built intercity bus terminus in Baldia Town to accommodate the parking of more buses and constituted a ‘terminal management committee’ to oversee the affairs of all bus terminals.


A modern intercity bus terminus at Yousuf Goth on RCD Highway, with the parking capacity of 125 large intercity buses, is almost complete and would be inaugurated on Nov 18 by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad.


However, the intercity transporters expressed their apprehensions about insufficient parking capacity in the newly built intercity bus terminus. In successive meetings with officials of the city government, they claimed that more than 500 intercity buses moved between Karachi and various cities and towns of Balochistan. According to the transporter, the capacity of the bus terminus in question would not be sufficient enough.


Official sources said that the city government accepted the demand and decided to expand the bus terminus in the second phase. For the purpose, the Baldia Town administration removed encroachments and reclaimed its own four acres of land adjacent to the Yousuf Goth terminus spread over ten acres.


However, the city government would ensure that the entry of intercity buses bound for Balochistan would be banned after Nov 30, as the terminus would be made functional soon after its inauguration on Nov 18.


EDO Transport Mohammad Athar when contacted said that work on the expansion plan would soon begin. About the movement of intercity buses, he said that at present, these buses were being operated from three different places – Old Sabzi Mandi, Lea Market, and Mewashah area. He said that the pollution and traffic congestions caused due to the movement of large buses would also be overcome after their movement would be restricted to the newly built terminus.


He said that the newly built bus terminus had a large retiring room for passengers and another for drivers and cleaners, 36 booking offices, two workshops, two waiting areas, four spare parts shops, 16 food shops, a bank, a post office, a police kiosk and a standby generator. A shuttle service from the Yousuf Goth bus terminus to Lea Market would also be introduced to facilitate passengers, he added.


Mr Athar said that the ‘terminal management committee’ was formed to oversee the affairs of all the bus terminals. He said that the first meeting of the committee would be held on Nov 13. The DIG traffic would be ex-officio chairman while its members would be EDO transport, chairman transport committee, SSP traffic zone IV, deputy secretary RTA, secretary DRTA, DO parking and terminal management.

(Dawn-19, 11/11/2006)

Traffic management and solutions

Last week’s newspapers carried reports of a new initiative being launched by the Punjab traffic police. Without going into the details, the initiative involves the installation of closed-circuit television cameras on Lahore’s roads. Apparently, these cameras are the latest ‘solution’ to traffic violations.


Over the past decade and more, Lahories have been subjected to a variety of traffic congestion ‘solutions’. To date, none of them have worked. I hope, therefore, that my scepticism over this latest attempt is misplaced, and that finally, some good may come out of this effort.


A few years ago, when Pervaiz Elahi’s juggernaut was unleashed over the province of Punjab, the construction of several underpasses along the Lahore canal was justified on the grounds that it would solve the city’s traffic problems. Why else, we were told, would the government spend close to two billion rupees and order the felling of thousands of the shade and life giving trees which line one of the most remarkable vehicular passages anywhere in the world.

The construction of the underpasses in little under three years was (and is) a measure of the skill of civil engineers and the dedication of bureaucrats committed to implementing development schemes. But they did not solve anything, let alone the city’s traffic. 


The last of the canal’s underpasses — the Rs780 million Dharampura underpass — was completed in August 2006. Less than a year later, another massive construction project was being proposed as a “solution” to the city’s traffic problem. This time, the city district government was interested in expanding the canal from Dharampura all the way to Thokar Niaz Beg. Thankfully, the citizens of Lahore spoke out in protest against the plan, which was said to involve the felling of the thousands of trees which line the green belt of the canal.


A decade of infrastructure projects aimed at relieving traffic lies before us. Can anyone forget the widening of Gulberg’s Main Boulevard or the expansion of Ferozepur and Jail roads? Did any of these projects achieve what they said they would: “solve” the traffic problems of the city?

The answer is no, and Lahore’s experience in attempting to regulate traffic by widening roads is an example for any other developing metropolis. Building larger roads only leads to more cars on them. 


So persuasive is the rhetoric of development that most individuals recommend the same solution to the traffic problem: build more roads. But ask a few, more probing questions, and the best most can do is criticise liberal car leasing facilities. Both approaches are neither right nor wrong, but they do illustrate how our approach to traffic and automobiles is flawed. There can be no solution to traffic congestion unless and until we address the fundamental need for people to get from one place to another by automobile. 


To begin with, any solution to traffic congestion based on widening existing roads is stuck in the same post-World War II development paradigm. It was the Americans and the Europeans who first realised, after about a decade of large scale infrastructure projects meant to keep people employed and to redevelop war-ravaged countryside, that widening roads was not a solution. The reasons for traffic had to be understood.


The same is true for Pakistan today. The authorities entrusted with the planning and management of our city’s traffic all follow the same methods used in the 1950s. At that time, smooth traffic was understood to be a ratio of a road’s capacity and its usage. If usage exceeded capacity, there was a strong argument to increase the road’s capacity by widening it. But, as the Americans and Europeans discovered, blindly adhering to a capacity/usage ratio could only lead in one direction: more roads.


Modern traffic management having evolved since the mistakes of yesteryear all begin with understanding traffic through the help of a traffic survey. Geographical areas are divided as best they can be into self-reliant neighbourhoods (think of one being as large as an area which can be covered by foot to accommodate everyday needs like, for example, household groceries). In the case of Lahore, a traffic survey could be conducted for each of the city’s union councils. A cross-section of residents of the union council is then asked when, why, how and where they commute from their neighbourhood to another. This is done by collecting data over a period of a week or month, when regular patterns can be distinguished from the data collected.


With this information, traffic usage can be understood not only in terms of traffic arteries used, but also the need to commute. But most importantly, such traffic surveys reveal a fundamental link between traffic and land use. For example, the widening of Lahore’s canal was opposed on the grounds, amongst others, that it would not do anything about the fact that most of Lahore’s commercial and business areas, hospitals and government offices, are all located within the same two-mile radius. Widening the road would not have reduced the need for people to travel on the canal. 


It is this most fundamental of links that our traffic planners have managed to completely miss so far. The PC-II form requesting permission and funding to carry out a feasibility study for the canal widening project, as submitted by Lahore’s Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency, quotes the increased number of cars on the city’s roads from 1980 to 2006 as the sole reason for carrying out the project. At no point is mention made of why the canal road is an important artery, and at no stage does the document reveal an understanding of the dynamics linking traffic and land use.


Another method employed by more far-sighted traffic planners is to re-design cities in a manner that does away with the need for automobiles as much as possible. By planning facilities and utilities near enough to residential areas, traffic use can be reduced to work, medical or entertainment based activities. Further reduction in traffic loads can be achieved by providing effective public transport between neighbourhoods and between one’s residence and place of work.


Other countries have made remarkable headway in understanding the link between traffic, land use and urban planning. This is why cities more populous and automated than Lahore have better flowing traffic. We should learn from the example of the Mayor of Seoul who tore down the elevated highway over the city’s Cheonggyecheon stream and replaced it with a pedestrian green space and business cum residential district. The project cost just under US$ 1billion, but netted the city over US$ 500 million in investment. It’s gone a great length in beautifying Seoul and, for those interested in more temporal gain, elevated the mayor on to national level politics. 

Instead of complaining about traffic and widening our roads, maybe we should complain about the lack of pedestrian facilities available. One great step forward in reclaiming our cities is by demanding that we be enabled to once again roam about in them.

(By Ahmed Rafey Alam, The News-6, 13/11/2006)
Illegal bus termini to be shifted


KARACHI, Nov 13: The Sindh government has decided to shift all illegal bus termini presently operational in various parts of the city outside city limits, said Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui here on Monday.

Speaking at a joint meeting of transport departments of the Sindh and the city governments here, he said the growing traffic congestion on the arteries of Karachi was causing serious social and environmental issues, and shifting all illegal inter-city bus termini outside the city limits had became inevitable to cope with this issue.


The meeting was briefed on plan to shift illegal bus termini to inter-city bus terminals at the Yousuf Goth, RCD Highway, and future plans of setting up new inter-city termini at the Superhighway and National Highway.

The meeting was told that an inter-city bus terminal for buses plying interior Sindh and northern areas routes would be set up on Superhighway on 15 acres at Deh Batti Umeri some 10km from Sohrab Goth.


Another inter-city bus terminus would be set on the National Highway at Razzaqabad on 15 acres, the meeting was told.

It was also stated that the government was trying to complete these two projects by the end of coming year.


It may be recalled that presently some 200 illegal inter-city bus terminals are operating in various parts of the city. These illegal bus terminals are mainly operating at city areas including Old Sabzi Mandi, Sorhab Goth, M A Jinnah Road, Cantt Station, Lea Market, PIDC, Mauripur, Patel Para, Mansfield Street, Garden Road, Nishtar Road, Banaras Chowk, Orangi Town and North Nazimabad. These illegal bus termini are not only creating traffic chaos in the city, but also increasing environmental pollution in the city.

Some 100 to 200 buses and coaches, plying various inter-city routes, operate from here, creating serious traffic congestion in the affected areas.

(Dawn-18, 14/11/2006)

Work on two flyovers to be completed next month


KARACHI, Nov 14: The works and services department of the city government has failed to complete the construction of flyovers at Hasan Square and Karsaz intersections within the stipulated time, which was November 2006.

Work on both flyovers was likely to be completed by the end of December, a city government official said on Tuesday.

However, the official said that delay in completion of these projects would not create any problem in connection with the forthcoming mega defence show, ‘Ideas 2006’ that is scheduled for Nov 21 to 24 at Expo Centre.

The carpeting of main carriage way from Karsaz to Hasan Square had started and it would be completed before the exhibition, he said adding that the adjoining roads of the under construction Karsaz flyover had been also carpeted.


During the exhibition, he said, work on Hasan Square flyover would remain suspended at Expo Centre side.

The city government official said that a contract for construction of Karsaz flyover was awarded to a contractor 18 months back but the project was delayed inordinately due to various reasons including negligence of works and services department and the contractor. Besides, the KWSB had also delayed to hand over a portion of land to work and service department at Karsaz for the project, he added.


About two months ago, the city nazim cancelled the tender of the contractor taking notice of undue delay in the construction work. On his directives, the works and services department recalled tenders for the project and the contract was awarded to another company.

The new firm was asked to complete the project by Nov 15, but only 60 per cent work had been completed so far, the official said adding that the project is expected to be completed by the end of December.

The deadline for completion of the Hasan Square flyover too was set as Nov 15, but the contractor could not meet the deadline. He said that the shifting of underground utility lines had caused delay.

(Dawn-18, 15/11/2006)

Tankers movement on service lane prohibited

KARACHI, Nov 15: The Sindh High Court prohibited the plying of water tankers on a service lane of Catholic Colony, Muslimabad, on Wednesday and asked its nazir to inspect the site and submit his report on the condition of roads and houses in the area.

The order was passed by a division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah in a petition moved by Ruth Sami Ahmad, wife of Advocate Syed Sami Ahmad, through Advocate Masood Baig Mirza.

The petitioner submitted that she had been residing in bungalow 579/J.M.3, Pir Elahi Bux Road, Catholic Colony 2, Muslimabad, with her family for 37 years. A 10-foot wide service lane known as Joseph D’Abro Road emanates from her residence.


There is an old hydrant at the Muslimabad end of the 60-foot wide Pir Elahi Bux Road, built before 1947 when there were no houses along the road and a few tankers were sufficient to meet the requirement.

The tankers were allowed to enter from the Jail Road and leave through a small roundabout leading to the Jail Road. The present position, the petitioner said, was that hundreds of water tankers plied on the Pir Elahi Bux Road and its service lanes round-the-clock. After the closure of the Hasan Square hydrant, the entire load had been shifted to the Muslimabad hydrant.


Besides residential bungalows, a girls school named Christ the King Girls School, a boys school known as Little Folks School, a shelter for the old and sick known as ‘Peace Heaven’ were situated on the main road and its service lane.


Because of the nuisance created by the tankers and drivers and helpers, all had to close their main entrances and front gates. ‘No parking’ signs, barriers and even boundary walls were removed or broken by the tankers. The traffic hazards, environmental and noise pollution and invasion of privacy had made the locality uninhabitable.

The petitioner held the municipal and traffic authorities responsible for violation of her fundamental rights guaranteed by Articles 4, 9 and 14 of the constitution.

She requested the court to order shifting of the Muslimabad hydrant and directing the authorities to divert the tankers to the original route. The bench issued notices to the city district government, the Jamshed Town nazim and the traffic authorities for Nov 21.

Meanwhile, Joseph D’Abro Road would remain closed for the tankers and the SHC nazir ould conduct a survey of the route.

PLEA DISMISSED: Justice Khilji Arif Hussain of the Sindh High Court dismissed on Wednesday an application moved by a co-operative housing society against resumption of the land leased out to it at Deh Manghopir, Gadap Town.

The Sultanabad Co-operative Housing Society was granted 166.20 acres on a 99-year lease in 1980 for Rs8 million on payment of half the lease money. It could not pay the remaining half and instituted a suit against the revenue authorities.


According to the society, it paid the balance in 2003 under a court order in the pending suit. Yet its lease was cancelled in 1999 in complete disregard of the plight of its members who were anxiously waiting to construct houses on the plots allotted to them.

The board of revenue submitted through Additional Advocate-General M. Ahmed Pirzada that the remaining half of the lease money was not paid to it. In violation of the terms and conditions, the society sold 109.20 acres of the allotted land to M/s Mayari Builders (Pvt) Limited on a huge profit. It manipulated fake endorsement of a former chief minister, following which a criminal case was lodged against it. Despite its ‘wrongdoing’, the society managed to get another 175 acres allotted to it.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 16/11/2006)

Sindh rickshaw quandary

KARACHI: The Sindh government’s recent ban on the additional induction of two-stroke rickshaws and the June 2007 deadline for existing rickshaws to be converted into four-stroke or CNG is entering into a new phase. Next year’s elections may affect the said deadline with transporters expressing reservations about the new CNG-fitted rickshaws introduced by the government to replace the old ones which are not environment friendly.


Since new induction of two stroke rickshaws is completely banned in the city, concerned authorities are now registering nearly 10 to 15 CNG-fitted rickshaws per week. However, rickshaw owners have shown qualms with adjusting to the idea of CNG-fitted rickshaws and expect the government to introduce four-stroke ones.

“In a metropolis like Karachi, a rickshaw has an extended running and the new CNG-fitted rickshaws provided by the government heat up quickly and immediately get jammed, therefore making this idea untenable,” said Ali Afsar Tanoli, president of Karachi People’s Rickshaw and Taxi Owners’ Association (KPRTOA).


“These rickshaws are not meant for long routes of the metropolis and, due to their depleted speed, passengers have to spend double the amount of time they would if they were to travel by bus,” he added. “Why would a passenger travel in rickshaw if he can cover the same distance in half the time and less money?” he elaborated, adding, “The pick-up of these rickshaws is very low which affects the expected life of the engine.” 


Tanoli emphasised that since 2007 is an election year, the deadline issue may go into pending. “We are waiting for the elections and a new government for negotiations in this regard,” he continued. Commenting on the deadline, he said, “We are silent on this issue and waiting to see if the government gives us new four-stroke rickshaws on credit terms.” 

Tanoli was also of the view that the last resort for rickshaw owners could be to ask the government impound their rickshaws and give them taxis on credit terms since CNG rickshaws cannot be successful in Karachi.


When asked to comment on CNG rickshaws in Lahore, he said, “Yes, in Lahore these rickshaws are running but they have failed and rickshaw associations and unions there have also started to protest in this regard.” He said that he witnessed the same scenario there too. “There are 50,000 rickshaws and nearly one million people who depend on this profession — not only drivers but also mechanics, puncture-wallas, painters and dent-wallas. The government should consider providing them meaningful alternatives for livelihood before taking any serious actions,” he added. 


It can be recalled here that the Sindh government had imposed a ban on the registration of two-stroke rickshaws effective from June 30, 2005, under sub section (i) of section 45 (b) of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1965, and required already registered rickshaws to be converted into four-strokes by June 2007.


Prior to the Sindh government’s announcement, the Supreme Court on 23rd May, 2003, instructed all provinces to make proper arrangements to curb vehicles that pollute the environment so that the citizens can enjoy healthful conditions.


Following the orders of the Supreme Court, the government of Punjab has banned two-stroke rickshaws since January 2005, and also systematically converted the existing two-stroke rickshaws into four-strokes. It was also stated that if the rickshaw owners do not convert their rickshaws into four-strokes by June 2007, their route permit would be cancelled.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 16/11/2006)
Traffic police facing manpower crisis

KARACHI, Nov 15: The city traffic police are facing a shortage of manpower and vehicles as only 3,516 personnel using 421 vehicles regulate the 1.5 million vehicles in the metropolis spread over 3,500 sq.km.

The sanctioned strength of the city’s traffic police is 3,988 against the available strength of 3,516. A traffic policeman on average covers 19kms and regulates 542 vehicles. Twenty per cent strength is either on leave, courses or office duties.


The field force usually comprises constables and their sanctioned strength is 2,516 – 63 per cent of the total strength. However, only 1,900 constables are available for duty, that is a shortage of 616 cops.


According to the presentation given by DIG Traffic Falak Khurshid in September to government functionaries, four DSPs, 12 inspectors, 39 sub-inspectors and 214 head constables are surplus as against the sanctioned strength. Besides, the traffic police have only 37 motorcycles of 750cc, 51 of 500cc, one of 350cc, 10 of 250cc, 193 of 125cc, 62 of 100cc while 67 other vehicles for towing and other purposes.


Mr Khurshid is of the view the strength of the traffic police was insufficient to regulate traffic. He quoted the record of excise and taxation, saying 504 vehicles were being registered on average everyday and the ever-increasing vehicles were adding to the existing fleet of traffic, making it difficult for the available strength of the traffic police to regulate it.

He said that the strength of traffic police should also be increased.

He said that he had worked out a proposal according to which the sanctioned strength of traffic police should be 5,196 personnel. In the present classification, the number of constables is more than enough. He proposed that the total strength of constables should be 2,183 as against 2,516 while the sanctioned strength of ASIs should be enhanced to 2,086 as against 598.


Apart from this strength, he suggested that 100 personnel should be non-uniform for office and clerical work.

He was of the view that the traffic police should be allowed to recruit 1,488 personnel for the rank of ASIs to meet the immediate requirement while the shortfall of other ranks should be met through transfer from the existing strength of capital city police.


In his presentation, he suggested that reckless and negligent commercial drivers should be arrested under section 279 of the PPC for which Sindh government’s support was needed.

He also suggested that all traffic violation tickets be computerized so that driving licences of drivers involved in frequent in accidents or traffic violations could be suspended or cancelled.

(Dawn-19, 16/11/2006)

Shuttle facility for inter-city travelers

KARACHI, Nov 16: The city government has finalised preparations to introduce shuttle bus services between the newly built Yusuf Goth bus terminus and two separate locations in the city.

A modern intercity bus terminal at Yusuf Goth on RCD Highway, with a parking capacity of 125 large intercity buses, is almost complete and will be inaugurated on November 18 by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad.

At present, Balochistan-bound buses operate from three different places – Old Sabzi Mandi, Lea Market, and Mewashah. The illegal termini shifting starts from November 18, and the process will completed by November 30, transport department officials said on Thursday. A ban on the movement of Balochistan-bound intercity buses will be imposed from December 1.


As seat booking offices will not be removed from their present locations, the city government has decided to introduce shuttle bus service from at least two places – Lea Market and Old Sabzi Mandi in Gulshan-i-Iqbal.
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The contract of the shuttle bus service to be operated from Old Sabzi Mandi was awarded to Al-Aziz Transport Company, and the other contract awarded to a member transport organization of Karachi Transport Ittehad, an allied body of intra city transporters.


Officials said the fare from Old Sabzi Mandi was fixed at Rs15 per person and from Lea Market to Yusuf Goth bus terminal at Rs10 per person.

(Dawn-19, 17/11/2006)

Rallies create traffic jams

KARACHI, Nov 17: Traffic remained disturbed on various thoroughfares here on Friday as the MQM and MMA held rallies. Motorists and commuters in public transport vehicles were stuck on various roads and thoroughfares for hours and vehicles moved at snail’s pace. The traffic police deployed to regulate traffic appeared helpless.

The police blocked M.A. Jinnah Road from Guru Mandir intersection to Eidgah. The blockade compelled motorists and public transport vehicles to take alternative routes. The public transport vehicles coming towards downtown from Liaquatabad on S.M. Taufeeq Road were diverted either towards Lasbella or Jail Chowrangi at the junction of Teen Hatti.


However, the traffic police allowed cars and motorcycles to use Jehangir Road and as this traffic reached the Guru Mandir intersection, it was diverted either towards Islamia College or Soldier Bazaar.


A similar situation was seen at the Lasbella intersection where traffic was diverted either towards Jail Chowrangi or Garden on Nishter Road. Due to diversion on alternative routes, traffic congestions were witnessed on Nishter Road, Jail Chowrangi, Kashmir Road, Shahrah-i-Quaideen, Soldier Bazaar, and other link roads.

The traffic going out of the downtown was diverted towards Sharea Faisal. Traffic jams were witnessed on Shahrah-i-Liaquat, Burnes Road, Preedy Street, Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Fatima Jinnah Road, Deen Mohammad Wafai Road, Sarwar Shaheed Road, M.R. Kiyani Road, I.I. Chundrigar and Dr Ziauddin Ahmed roads.


All roads leading to Sharea Faisal were almost choked and long queues of vehicles were seen moving at snail’s pace. The traffic coming from Clifton also faced problems due to the jams at Metropole Hotel and at the intersection of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road and Club Road near PIDC.


Another protest demonstration held by the MMA in Gulshan-i-Iqbal caused traffic chaos on the main University Road. The impact of these traffic jams was felt at Hasan Square intersection, where the traffic was already disturbed due to construction of a flyover. The attitudes of drivers were equally responsible for aggravating the traffic chaos as their impatience and intolerance created further mayhem.

(Dawn-17, 18/11/2006)

VIP Culture

I am a VIP. That is why I am better qualified than social workers like Abdus Sattar Edhi and Imran Khan to define VIP culture. I think they've got it all wrong and make a hash of it when asked by pressmen to say something about it.

In fact, the former skipper really put his foot in his mouth when he once said, "There is nothing wrong if I have honestly earned money and purchase a Mercedes car every day if I want to." Bad timing I think. He had not entered politics when he said this otherwise he wouldn't have made such an impolitic remark.


I and some other VIP friends who are successfully keeping our heads above water these days when you have to be in uniform to be a proper VIP, had laughed at his words. You see, it is all a question of the right attitude. What has a truck driver by way of status and prestige? And yet the one who tried to run over a posse of policemen when challenged for jumping a traffic signal in Lahore the other day, was a VIP in the making. You may well ask how he got to the stage where he began to think he could bypass the law.


We VIPs don't have a union, but if we ever form one, I shall propose that we adopt Mian Nawaz Sharif as our patron saint. The former prime minister became a super VVIP by appropriating power of all kind, and at the same time, condemned VIP culture and exhorted everyone else to give it up. At our level, we are doing this all the time.

Let me say that VIP culture doesn't merely mean that over-rated facility called a VIP lounge at airports. There is so much else to make you stand out from the common crowd. With rare exceptions, everyone in Pakistan is trying day and night to occupy positions where the law should think twice before touching them and where they can enjoy real privileges.


For instance, having moved in the corridors of powers for long years, I have the confidence that I can get away with anything short of murder. And even that is manageable if I can spend the money to supplement my clout. It gives me a great feeling of security. No wonder, other people, less brainy and less fortunate than I am, are working hard to take a seat beside me in this special enclosure.


As a VIP, I belong to that category of citizens who are absolutely sure that if we ever take the law into our own hands, we will not come to any harm. We have the confidence that the law will take us in its gentle hands as if it were our godfather. I am not bothered by traffic signals (like the truck driver I have talked about) or the constable blowing his whistle at me.


If I am not able to get a court of law to dislodge a truculent tenant from my considerable property, I take half dozen obliging toughs to the place and throw the tenant and his family and furniture out on the road. If there is a vacant municipal plot adjoining one of my houses, I appropriate it without a moment's thought to propriety or proprietary rights. My son, aged twelve, drives a car that his doting mother has given him and frequently runs over people and policemen with impunity. My elder son wields a gun in college and was rusticated once, though the principal too had to suffer a transfer. (I sometimes forget the boy has grown so big. I hardly ever see him.)


My daughter's father-in-law is a secretary in the provincial government, and my sister is married to a federal additional secretary. My first cousin is an MNA and another a senior police officer. My elder brother is a budding industrialist with foreign affiliations and was close to the former Prime Minister, though I have advised him not to mention the fact nowadays. All said and done, I am rather well connected, and since I also know a whole lot of people in the right places, it gives me an advantage over so many self-styled prominent citizens.

The law is not the only thing that holds no fear for me. I am certainly not a common man in respect of numerous other privileges. If I need steel or cement or bricks for one of the houses I am always building, I know where to get them cheap, and quickly. I don't have to stand in queues to pay my bills or get a servant's ID card or to have my passport renewed.


Almost regularly, every three years or so, I am allotted a residential plot on the basis of the fact that neither I nor my wife and children own any urban property in any part of the country. If my college-going son takes a pot shot with a gun at a member of the rival student gang, I know a couple of newspaper editors who can be relied upon to keep the news out of the press. The police, of course, I can well look after.


I am also what is known as a respectable citizen. I joined that assembly as soon as I retired from government service. The most enjoyable privilege attached to the appellation "prominent public figure" is that I get invited to all sorts of places. I regularly receive an invitation to the National Horse & Cattle Show in Lahore, and, you won't believe it, I even made it once to a meeting of intellectuals called by a prime minister to find out the country's pressing problems. I am available 24 hours a day to APP to give a favourable comment on the national budget or on anything done by a ruling regime to promote democracy or demote it.


All this gives me the well-deserved feeling that I am the government's son-in-law, to use a crude Punjabi phrase. It also makes me aware of my inherent birthright to get things free. When cinema going was common, I never bought a ticket, nor do I have to buy one now for any play or show or entertainment. During every popular music concert, you will find me snoring in a front seat, or if it is a cricket test match, chatting with a friend in the VIP enclosure. I always say that whether I go to a function or not, it is my right to be invited.


With all these privileges and contact, why should I have to bother about the law and its piddling concerns? After all, I am not a dacoit or a highway robber (although I have robbed banks in my own legal way) that the minions of law and order should be allowed to spoil my piece of mind. And if my peers are trying to emulate me, and in the process they are jumping traffic signals (like that enterprising truck driver) or throwing their weight about as best as they can, it's not my fault. I wish them luck in their endeavours to match my good fortune.

(By Hafizur Rahman, The News-6, 18/11/2006)
Parking wars

Increasing traffic in Karachi isn't just making things difficult on the road but off the road as well. Limited space and an absolute lack of civic sense is resulting in nothing less than a severe parking crisis

By Lubna Jerar Naqvi

Apart from its severe water and other consumer related problems, Karachi is also affected with a growing parking crisis. Many find themselves in violent fights over a parking space, which is a precious commodity in this insanely growing metropolis. The main reason for this mess is that more than 500 cars being booked on a daily basis in Karachi, you do the maths and you'll get the gigantic number of cars plying on our roads. This figure is minus the vehicles of public transport and motorcycles that take up space as well. Thus the picture is extremely scary especially since our roads are in no condition to bear the burden and because of the fact that there is next to no place to park so many vehicles.

To top this off, a very small percentage of drivers have ever passed a driving test and they are stripped of any driving manners. And 'yield' is a rule they have never heard or will follow at least in this city of driving insanity. The only rule that we know is if you see a parking space, pounce on it and fight until you draw blood if someone else yanks their car in this space. After all it is a matter of prestige and time for one not to allow anyone get away with the all essential parking space in a city which also lacks in this 'basic' facility.

Like all big cities, Karachi has always had a severe parking problem, especially in the city centre. Anyone who works on the busy I I Chundrigar Road and Zaibunnisa Street will relate numerous anecdotes and scuffles involving parking in these busy areas. One can see people driving around for hours on end trying to find parking even as far away as 1/4 of a kilometre from their offices and still failing. This results in a myriad of arguments and even at times scuffles between people and between people and the police but to no avail. The fact is that one has to come early if they want to find parking on such busy areas.

The parking problem is becoming extremely serious and severe, since while making tall office buildings the constructors and the owners seldom give a thought to the parking problem that will ensue due to the lack of parking space. Instead of facilitating people by adding a couple of parking storeys or underground parking, these people use every bit of the precious prime property as offices or apartments to mint money. Except for a couple of projects on Tariq Road, Clifton, Defence and a couple of other areas, the problem of parking is never considered. This leads to congested roads adding to the already messy traffic choking the roads. Driving is becoming a nightmare in Karachi, especially since there is no adequate public transport. There are no trams, tubes or circular railway which could be used to travel to the city centre and therefore relieving the roads of a mass of unnecessary vehicular traffic.

Another scary scenario is the one when the wall street of Karachi, I I Chundrigar Road will be closed for eight months from January 1 2007 for the purpose of beautification. One can only cringe at the thought of what will occur when a multitude of cars will be scattered all over the adjoining areas as people trudge to work on the long snaking Chundrigar Road. Has the authority considered where people will park their vehicles once this road is closed? There will be traffic chaos in the areas around this road; the already harassed and over worked traffic police will not be able to handle the problems that will transpire.

There is one option that helps one 'ensured' and almost 'insured' parking and that is charged parking by various people (mostly the city government). Unfortunately, this method is not a smooth process and keeps coming and going, leaving the poor commuters of Karachi at the mercy of the lifters. This is another important issue; people tend to park their cars anywhere they can find even a small space, but when they return from the errand they realise that the traffic police has towed their car/motorcycle away. This means wasting a full two to three hours in finding out which police kiosk/station the cars/motorcycle has been taken and then go through the tough procedure of paying the fine and taking ones car; at times damage has been done to the car by the tow away vehicle, but that is just too bad and no one is responsible for that except you for parking in a no parking zone.

In a city with so little space to park, these no parking zones should be done away with so that people don't have to waste time in trying to find a safe space to park their car. Then there is another problem which one faces if they park their cars far away from the desired destination, there is the chance of being mugged and/or the car/motorcycle or stereo and CNG kit being stolen.

There are different ways in which this problem can be dealt with: all new buildings must be law have underground parking lots or a couple of storeys for parking. Apart from that charged parking plots should be allotted in every town so that people can find safe parking at a minimal cost. But if public transport is made efficient, safe and commuter friendly (especially female friendly) people will opt for these convenient hassle free modes of transport instead of taking their cars out. The less vehicles plying on the roads, the less there will be vehicular pollution.

The authorities need to consider all these points and re-evaluate the wisdom of allowing tall buildings to be erected without the provision of parking. Something needs to be done now to tackle all these parking and commuting issues so that the future isn't one gloomy bleak traffic jam and parking war.

(By Lubna Jerar Naqvi, The News-42, 19/11/2006)

Bus terminals out of city


The city government’s bus terminal at Yousuf Goth on the RCD Highway, opened by the Sindh governor on Saturday, has incensed transporters operating between Karachi and towns of Balochistan as it will translate into a curb on their buses’ entry into the city centre.


A Balochistan minister has also criticised this decision and termed it discriminatory against the province, saying that there was no such ban on buses entering Karachi from the other provinces. The criticism seems unjustified as the city government has already announced plans to build two more terminals — at Razzaqabad on the National Highway and at Bhatti Aam Aameri on the Super Highway, 10 kilometres from Sohrab Goth.


The Yousuf Goth terminal is the first of its kind built by the local government. The other 200 or so terminals operating across the city are considered illegal and lack facilities for passengers. The most well-known of them are set up at Sohrab Goth, Cantt Station, Patel Para, Banaras Chowk and North Nazimabad. Scores of inter-city buses use each of the terminals daily.


Passengers coming to the city centre may not like being dropped at the entrance to the city. This will certainly inconvenience them in shifting from one vehicle to another with children and luggage and pay extra either to connecting buses or to taxi drivers. People leaving Karachi for Quetta and similar destinations will also have to bear with the same inconvenience. Probably it will also waste a lot of their time, a commodity in short supply with all of us catapulted into the fast-pace life of the 21st century.


However, the trouble these and other such buses cause to the people of Karachi is far greater than the inconvenience they may endure in having to travel to a terminal located on the outskirts of the city to catch an inter-city bus. These buses cause frequent traffic jams. Just see the mess on Business Recorder Road at Patel Para in the morning. The buses pollute the air already poisoned by the smoke belched by the tens of thousands of vehicles running on city roads. People living around these terminals, mostly set up in heavily populated areas, suffer as these buses pick and set down their passengers.


The Yousuf Goth terminal will be handed over to a contractor who will pay Rs35 million to the city government for two years. The money city officials say will be spent on establishing more such terminals. This one has cost the government Rs39.4 million. The contractor will not only reap profits and divide them with the city government, he will also be responsible for the maintenance of the facility as an agreement between the contractor and the city government suggests. The city government will earn more from the shops and other facilities it plans to auction out.

It is also hoped that this terminal will offer better facilities to the passengers waiting for their buses.


Meanwhile, the pillion riding ban has evoked much criticism from the middle-class commuters. A rumpus over the issue derailed the city council’s session on Friday and a couple of days earlier an NGO had challenged the ban in the Sindh High Court.


Hundreds of people are fined by the traffic police for violation of the ban. In fact, the ban has opened a new avenue for the police to harass motorcyclists and mint money.


Of course, the government authorities have tried to justify the ban. They have their own convincing reasons as most of the street crimes are committed by motorcycle riders, usually travelling in twos and threes. But those who use the wheeler out of necessity are far more than those who use it for street crimes.

In view of Karachi’s chaotic traffic, the two-wheelers are an efficient as well as affordable means of transport for the middle-income people. Depriving them of this means of transport would be an injustice to them. As the ban is imposed for 15 days, apparently for the period when preparations for the defence-related exhibition are afoot, it is hoped that it will not be extended beyond this period. Police authorities, however, deny that this ban has anything to do with the Ideas exhibition. Otherwise, the ban would lend credence to the widely held view that the expensive government machinery is incapable of controlling crime and is creating unnecessary hardships for the people.

(Dawn-14, 20/11/2006)

Deal on light rail likely next month

KARACHI, Nov 19: An agreement between a multinational companies’ consortium and the government may be inked next month for construction of the long-awaited light rail mass transit project for Corridor One in this city of 16 million.

Well-placed sources in the government said a meeting held in Islamabad was told that the letter of intent had been issued to the consortium of the multinational companies which included a local company.


The consortium would build the project on build-operate-transfer basis. Earlier, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz chaired a meeting in September in this respect and the subsequent meeting advanced the process to finalise the deal with the consortium.


Financial and other matters including sovereign guarantee, allocation of land for workshops, depots, etc., supply of gas for power generation, waiver of sales tax, income tax and reduction in duties on imported items, besides many other things were discussed in the meeting.


A proposal was given to the meeting about land allocation near Sohrab Goth. The meeting was told Pakistan Railways did not have sufficient land in the vicinity of Merewether Tower and land for depots, workshops, etc., be allocated near Sohrab Goth.

The consortium will install its own electricity generation plant which would require 30 MMCFD (millions of cubic feet per day) gas. Electricity would be used to operate the light train.


The meeting suggested to the consortium to install a dual fire system for the power generation plant so that there would be two options available with the consortium to generate power either by utilising gas or furnace oil. The meeting observed that the required gas supply be ensured to the consortium as it was an important segment to make the project successful, sources said.


Regarding the financial aspect, the meeting was told that instructions by the Prime Minister said to follow the procedure of giving concessions similar to the independent power producers (IPPs) case, which included considerable reduction in withholding tax, customs duties, etc. The meeting observed that incentives given by other countries in mass transit projects be reviewed and if possible more incentives be given to the consortium.


Thirty Nine Asian cities are operating successful mass transit system by adopting light rail, mono-rail or metro system but Karachi, where this idea was floated in 1952, is till without one.

The city government, after taking the charge, decided to come up with a modern transport system for the metropolis along with revival of the Karachi Circular Railway.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-13, 20/11/2006)

Five killed in accidents

KARACHI, Nov 20: Five people died in road accidents in the city on Monday. Two persons died and four others were injured when a speeding bus hit a motorcycle before ramming into a car at Korangi Crossing. 

A bus of route 17-J hit a motorcycle and crushed a car which caused the death of Ali Hasan and Akbar Ali. Mohammad Husain and Nisar received injuries in the accident.


Police said motorcyclists escaped the accident with minor injuries.

In Korangi Industrial Area, a 70-year-old man died when a speeding motorcycle hit him resulting in his instant death in Awami Colony. A civilian employee of PAF died when he was crushed by a metrobus on Sharea Faisal.

Police said Nawab Mangi, 50, was getting down the metrobus when he lost balance and got crushed beneath the rear wheels of the vehicle. In another accident, a young cyclist was knocked down by a speeding UTS bus in Quaidabad.

(Dawn-19, 21/11/2006)

Five die in traffic accidents

KARACHI: Five persons including an employee of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) lost their lives in different traffic accidents in various city localities on Monday. 

Ali Hasan, 40, and his friend Akbar Ali, 28, residents of Gulshan-e-Hadeed were crushed when a bus rammed into their car in Qayyoomabad locality near Korangi Crossing, while they were passing through the Zaman Town police jurisdiction.


Following the accident, some of the passersby rushed them to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where doctors pronounced them dead on arrival. The bodies were handed over to the deceased’s relatives after legal formalities. The driver fled after the accident, however, the police impounded the vehicle.


Nawab Ali, 35, a civilian employee of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) was hit and injured seriously by a bus of route number 15-E, while he was passing through a road near Karsaz in Sharae-Faisal police jurisdiction.

He was rushed to the JPMC, where he breathed his last after sometime. The body, after legal formalities, was handed over to deceased’s relatives. The driver fled, leaving the vehicle on the spot that was impounded by the police later on.


Meena Gul, 50, was crushed and injured critically when a tanker ran her over, while she was crossing the Maripur Road in Kalri police jurisdiction. She was rushed to the Civil Hospital, where doctors pronounced her dead on arrival. The body was handed over to deceased’s relatives after legal formalities.

Jibran, son of Imran, a resident of Korangi, was knocked down by a vehicle in Korangi No 5, while he was walking along the roadside in the Korangi police limits. He was pronounced dead by doctors at the JPMC after arrival.

(The News-2, 21/11/2006)
Gulshan residents feel exhibition not a good idea

KARACHI, Nov 21: People living around Expo Centre, the venue of Ideas 2006, faced trouble in leaving home due to closure of different roads providing safe passage to government dignitaries and foreign delegates on Tuesday.


Besides, hundreds of visitors found Civic Centre and the Gulshan town municipal offices closed and returned. The employees of Sui Southern Gas Company office located on Sir Shah Suleman Road were not allowed to join their duty. Besides, the revenue department office (former DC East office) also remained closed.

“I am unable to get my newly bought car registered as the Civic Centre has been closed for the last two days without any prior announcement,” said a resident of North Nazimabad.


A government official who works in the Civic Centre said: “I and other employees reached the office in the morning but law enforcers did not allow us to enter the Civic Centre. We argued but they did not permit. We waited there for sometime and decided to return,” he added.


Law enforcers were also deployed at rooftops of apartments near the Expo Centre. Residents of road facing apartments were not allowed to use their balconies.

“We have been confined to our homes. If they (government dignitaries) are so scared, they should hold this exhibition somewhere else instead of making public life hell,” a resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal said.


Due to closure of Sir Shah Suleman Road for traffic, people living in the vicinity of University Road had to take a long route via New Town turning to reach Aga Khan Hospital and Liaquat National Hospital. City police chief Tariq Jamil said 10,000 policemen were deployed from Expo Centre to Club Road for security of the delegates participating in the exhibition. He said police using 200 four-wheelers and 150 motorcycles kept patrolling the area. He said 20 new cars being used for patrolling were hired on rent.

He said special uniform was provided to 1,000 police commandoes, who were deployed at sensitive places. He said payment for uniforms and cars hired on rent would be made through police funds.


However, police sources said town police heads were directed to deduct the expenses incurred on uniform from the salary of those deployed for security. Besides, they said, police had pitched makeshift camps at various places and station house officers of concerned police stations were asked to generate funds on their own to meet expenses of these camps.

(Dawn-17, 22/11/2006)

Road accidents claim two lives

KARACHI: At least two persons were killed while three persons received bullet wounds in different city areas on Tuesday.

Muhammad Muzammil, 20, who had been working as a paramedic in a local hospital, and resident of Kharadar, was injured when a recklessly driven vehicle rammed into his motorcycle near Jamia Cloth Market, while he was passing through the MA Jinnah Road in Preedy police jurisdiction.


The injured youth lay unattended on the spot for more than half-an-hour, as no one rushed him to the Civil Hospital, which was a few steps away from the spot. The injured breathed his last on the scene. 

The body was shifted to the Civil Hospital and then handed over to deceased’s relatives after legal formalities.


Masat Khan, a labourer by profession, and resident of Muhammad Khan Colony Ittehad Town, suffered injuries when a speedy car collided with a tractor he was travelling in and passing through the Northern Bypass in Manghopir police area.

The injured was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. 


INJURED: Faryal, a six-year-old girl, suffered wounds when she received a stray bullet, while she was playing in the nearby vicinity in Orangi Town police limits. The injured girl was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for treatment.

Naseer Shareef, 40, a Lance-Naik in Pakistan Rangers, received bullet wounds when his gun went off suddenly while he was cleaning it in Orangi Town police jurisdiction. The injured cop was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for treatment.


Matloob Ahmed was wounded when a stray bullet hit him in Zaman Town police limits, while he was passing through the locality. 


Jawaid suffered injuries when unidentified persons stabbed him in Pirabad police jurisdiction. He was rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for treatment.

(The News-2, 22/11/2006)
When you can’t step into your balcony

In the current week the city is well decorated, cleaned, and illuminated to welcome and host the many in number foreign and national delegates of the mega arms display: Ideas-2006 at the Karachi Expo Centre. 

However residents of this city especially those living around the Expo Centre have often been disenchanted and agonised due to extraordinary security measures taken to facilitate the presence and movement of the VIP guests for the event. In such a manner they are rightfully thinking and asking about utility and purpose of the arms display and exhibition event that too in the middle of the city for the common citizens having no direct concern or interest in selling and buying of military hardware. 


In the first two days of the current week the Civic Centre remained closed as the government officials and employees working there were not allowed to enter the premises of their workplace by the law-enforcers. Those visiting the government offices at the Civic Centre, Sui Southern Gas Company Ltd head office, and Gulishan-e-Iqbal town municipal administration offices, revenue office at and around the University Road were disappointed, as the desired public services were not available due to complete closure of the office operations at these places. 


The residents of the apartment buildings around the Expo Centre were virtually confined to their flats and those occupying the corner ones facing the University Road were even restricted from using the terrace and balconies of their own residence. 

In the past years too the shops and private offices on the University Road and Hassan Square facing the Expo Centre were closed for several days by the law-enforcement agencies as part of the strict security arrangements for holding the IDEAS event. 


The closure of Sir Shah Mohammad Suleman Road on one side of the Expo Centre and bisecting the University Road compounded problems for the residents of Gulishan-e-Iqbal and nearby localities as they have been left with no choice but to take long routes in order to reach their destinations, among them the two hospitals - the Aga Khan and Liaquat National - which are frequently visited by the ailing ones and their family members. 


According to one newspaper report, the incidents of robberies and street crimes could not be thwarted and controlled in the vicinity of the Expo Centre and around the University Road despite remarkable and unmatched deployment of police and personnel of other law-enforcement agencies in connection with the holding of IDEAS-2006. 


The VVIP movement during the first two days of the military hardware extravaganza also caused extreme difficulties for motorists and passengers of the public transport vehicles using main thoroughfares of the city, especially Sharea Faisal. 

It has become a common sight that people stuck in agonising and long traffic jams due to VVIP movement in the city were seen admonishing rulers of the country and sincerely advising them better not to visit the city if they feel so insecure while travelling on its arteries. 


Having gone through such agony and hardship, the citizens, particularly the residents of Gulishan-e-Iqbal, are fully justified in demanding relocation of the site of the arms exhibition well outside the city. 

In my thinking too the relocation of the IDEAS to a far-off and secure place would be a better option as all the public arms exhibition and display related to the three armed forces in connection with the Sept 6 Defence Day are being held regularly in the military garrisons, air force bases, and naval dockyard areas. 


And what’s the silver lining for the dwellers of this city of lights at the end of the day? Yesterday, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal announced that all the beautification, cleanliness, and betterment of the city undertaken in connection with the arms exhibition would be well preserved and protected even after the conclusion of the event.


He took great pride in expressing the fact that all arrangements, beautification, and illumination for the IDEAS event except those taken inside the premises of Expo Centre were wholly made by the city district government in order to ensure success of the mega international event. 

He said that after successfully hosting the international exhibition events like the IDEAS the city would generate a lot of goodwill and positive thinking and feedback for itself and so would be in an ideal position to attract more foreign investment and similar major events in the future. 


And certainly what should be the prayer and desire of the common citizens at this juncture is that the city authorities remain fully committed to the betterment and uplift of the city all the year round and not just show their zeal for completion of development works and projects in unprecedented time when the armed and people outside the country were behind organisation of any event.

(By Muhammad Azeem Samar, The News-4, 23/11/2006)
Rangers, police told to vacate bus depots: Shifting of inter-city termini

KARACHI, Nov 23: The Sindh High Court directed the Pakistan Rangers and the Sindh Police on Thursday to vacate the defunct Karachi Road Transport Corporation bus depots at Malir, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, SITE and Korangi to enable the City District Government Karachi to set up temporary inter-city and inter-provincial bus termini.

These termini will cater to vehicles plying on National and Super highways pending construction of permanent stands.


The police were also asked to ensure that no Balochistan-bound bus leaves the city or enters from anywhere except from the newly-established bus terminal at Baldia Town.


The Quetta-bound bus stands operated by transporters at Lyari, Saddar, Gulshan and other places in the city should be closed for good. The KRTC bus depots, to be vacated by the police and the rangers, would temporarily house termini for vehicles going to and coming from the interior of the province and upcountry.


The directions were issued by a division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah on a petition agitating traffic hazards, pollution and other problems created by the inter-city traffic and bus termini.


The inter-city termini in Lyari, Saddar, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and other places would first to be shifted to the vacated bus depots and ultimately to the new stands being constructed by the city district government on the National and Super highways. The Rangers and police chiefs were asked to submit a report on the measures taken by them to comply with the directions by December 7, the next date of hearing.

The CDGK counsel, Manzoor Ahmed, earlier informed the bench that the Baldia Town terminal for Balochistan-bound buses was fully operational but transporters were still plying their vehicles from different localities in the city.


BUILDER PRODUCED: The builder of Sharjah Centre, Artillery Maidan, was produced before the bench, which told him that he would have to compensate the purchasers of the four flats built unlawfully on the first floor of the complex meant for car parking. The builder, who was not appearing in proceedings on a petition by a flat owner of the complex against the absence of a parking lot, was produced by the TPO Saddar.


Builder Mohammad Akram, however, said though a parking lot was provided in the building plan submitted by him to the Karachi Building Control Authority, its construction was not architecturally possible. KBCA counsel Shahid Jamil Khan argued that he should have not included the parking lot in his design if its construction was not possible or should have informed the KBCA subsequently instead of proceeding with the illegal construction and sale of flats.


The authority sanctioned the plan in good faith and after considering the structural aspects involved. The builder, the counsel said, was taking the belated plea only to evade his liability for illegal construction and payment of compensation to the purchasers, whose flats would have to be demolished to build a parking lot.

The counsel suggested that M/s Nespak be appointed to carry out feasibility of a parking lot at Sharjah Centre. The bench accepted the plea and asked Nespak to submit its report within 30 days.

(Dawn-17, 24/11/2006)

Oil pricing & hapless consumers


THE price of crude oil has now been on the decline for quite some time in the international market, but consumers are still waiting for the flow of some benefits towards them from this decline.

According to a news report (Dawn, Nov 18), price of crude oil sank on Friday to $55 per barrel striking a level last seen in June 2005. New York’s main contract for light sweet crude for delivery in December plunged to $54.86 per barrel in electronic trading. This marked the lowest point since June 2005 before Katrina storm struck the US coast.


What is the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (ORGA) waiting for to implement the government’s policy of deregulation and market-driven reform and to ensure that some benefits flow from the decline in international price of crude oil to the hapless consumers?


One may feel that the objective of transferring fixation of petroleum prices to OGRA from Oil Companies Advisory Committee (OCAC) has not been achieved. It has been suggested earlier also and it is now reiterated that to make OGRA effective in dealing with this matter properly and objectively, it should be staffed with professionals such as chartered accountants and other persons having experience of the oil industry but having no direct or indirect links with it.

It seems the government wants to build strategic reserves for petroleum products. There is nothing wrong with this, but what is the harm if these reserves are built up on the basis of lower prices, which will put less strain on the exchequer’s financial resources.


According to the OCAC’s earlier policy, prices were usually fixed on a fortnightly basis in accordance with the price formula approved by the government. Existing stocks imported on lower value were revalued upwards on each hike in the price of crude oil in the international market.


Also, the oil companies increased their administration and marketing expenses. Their dealers also increased their commission on each price hike. On questioning the rationale of increasing the value of the existing stock and on increasing administration, marketing and dealers’ commission, etc., on a fortnightly basis, the oil companies, refineries, dealers, etc., argued that this is being done in accordance with the price formula approved by the government.


On the same analogy, when the price of crude oil is going down in the international market, the value of existing stocks, administration and marketing expenses of oil companies and refineries, as well as of dealers’ commission, should also go down. It has happened before that when on the intervention of the government the oil companies were advised to hold on to existing prices, they submitted their bills to the government for making up the difference and the government had to make supplementary payments to them.


Now that the shoe is on the other foot, OGRA should not only reduce petroleum prices but also ensure that other measures of revising the value of existing stocks and reducing marketing and other expenses of oil companies, refineries and dealers, etc., are also taken.


It is not understood as to why Attock Oil Refinery is being supplied indigenous crude from Badin rather than from nearby oilfields. The government is having to pay unnecessary freight on this account. This raises the point of finding out as to how indigenously-produced crude is being accounted for in the pricing mechanism of petroleum products. There were some reports in the media that indigenously-produced crude has been/is being sold at international prices of crude oil. It is feared that in the process another lobby would have sprung up to resist downward revision in the prices of the petroleum products.


The bottom line is that while the price formula fixed some years ago is being given a thorough check, the oil companies, refineries, dealers, etc., have made windfall profits at the expense of consumers. It is time some relief was also provided immediately to consumers before the winter sets in and OGRA finds it as an excuse to hold on to the existing prices as petroleum consumption usually goes up during winter for one reason or another which leads to increase in the price of crude oil in the international market.

MOHAMMED ANWAR KHAN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 24/11/2006)

Minibus turns into mobile theatre


KARACHI: A minibus of route W-II was turned into a mobile theatre by its owner, taking passengers by surprise. The passengers, mostly labourers or low-income group working in shops in the downtown, on their return from job enjoyed the video clips of latest popular foreign songs. The LCD device was fixed just below the main back view mirror of the 30-seater transport carrier, generally labelled as “yellow devil” due to frequency of accidents caused by their drivers’ rash driving. Oblivious of the dangers and severe violation of road safety rules, some of the passengers termed it as a good addition as previously they could only enjoy audio on these vehicles. Some of the elderly expressed surprise but none of them sensed a danger if the driver’s attention is diverted by singer’s physical movements.

(The News-2, 24/11/2006)
Signal-free corridor divided into five sections

KARACHI: The city government has decided to divide signal-free-corridor from SITE to Sharea Faisal into five sections and to initiate the work simultaneously. The signal-free corridor will include seven overhead pedestrian bridges and 20 bus stops. 

The decision was taken in a meeting chaired by City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, here on Friday. 


DCO Karachi, Fazlur Rehman, EDO Works and Services Amanullah Chachar, Project Director (Construction) Tameer-e-Karachi Project, Rauf Akhtar Farooqi, EDO Transport, Muhammad Athar, and representatives of concerned firms attended the meeting. 


Speaking at the meeting, Syed Mustafa Kamal said that CDGK would present a beautiful gift to Karachiites on the eve of new-year, claiming that the standard of the signal-free corridor would be better as compared to the developed countries. 

He said that this would be a model corridor, adding that other roads of the metropolis would be constructed as per the standard of this corridor. 


The city Nazim directed for ensuring round-the-clock work into three shifts so that it could be completed in stipulated time however urged for maintaining quality and beauty of the work. 


In order to facilitate pedestrians, it was decided that 7 overhead pedestrian bridges and 20 bus stops along with sheds of fiberglass and seats would be constructed on the signal-free corridor and construction work on them would soon be kicked off. 

The corridor would be constructed in such a way that no encroachers would encroach the roadside. 


Mustafa Kamal directed the authorities concerned to work round-the-clock, so that artery gives a beautiful look during the inauguration of the ongoing uplift work at the corridor.

(The News-4, 25/11/2006)
Nazim promises more signal-free corridors

KARACHI, Nov 24: The signal-free corridor from SITE to Airport would be developed as a model corridor and later more such corridors would be built, said the city nazim, Mr Mustafa Kamal, while presiding over a meeting.

The participants of the meeting reviewed the pace of work on the corridor, and decided to build 20 bus stops and seven pedestrian bridges between SITE and Sharea Faisal on the signal-free corridor.


The corridor has been divided into five portions – Sharea Faisal to Hassan Square; Hassan Square to Gharibabad; Gharibabad to Liaquatabad; Liaquatabad to Nazimabad and Nazimabad to SITE – and work has been initiated.

The construction of six mega projects on the signal-free corridor is progressing at a fast pace, and the city nazim has directed the authorities to complete the work in the first week of next January.


It was also decided that pavements would be built on the Liaquatabad, Nazimabad and Ghareebabad underpasses.

The meeting also decided to build service lanes along the corridor and take steps for beautifying the space under the flyovers. Storm-water drains would also be built on both sides of the corridor.

The meeting was attended by DCO Fazlur Rehman, EDO Works, EDO Transport and other officials including the representatives of the contractors.

(Dawn-17, 25/11/2006)

It’s love and Karachi traffic

KARACHI: I have fallen in love with Karachi’s vehicular traffic. I know it sounds absurd, quite Kafkasque, but that’s the way it is. Actually, not many Karachiites realise that they’ve fallen head over heels in love with traffic. It’s a situation which requires a great deal of self-discovery.


When you are in love with a girl, and it’s not being manifested in an apparent manner, you don’t have the foggiest idea as to what’s causing a commotion within you. You tend to do things that are not characteristic of you. For example, you are not into mushy kind of music, but for some odd reason you start listening to lovey-dovey songs; you are not a poetry aficionado, but you begin reciting couplets or uttering lines that you don’t have the faintest notion about, and at places like the bus stop or in an elevator, scaring the daylights out of those who happen to be near you at that time ê beauty truth, truth beauty, that’s all you know, that’s all you need to know êExcuse me, do you want something? No, I was talking to myself, sorry.


That’s exactly how you feel when you’re stuck in traffic. I have recently discovered why people look at me strangely when I start humming Kajra Re Kajra Re Terey Kaarey Kaarey Naina while straddling my motorbike, enjoying the vehicular clog on I.I. Chundrigar Road or Sharea Faisal every evening. They look at me as if I’m moonstruck. Well, perhaps I am. I think I don’t want the jam to end. After all, being on the road is the only time when you’re not mingling with the people you know. And as someone famous said, Hell is other people, that’s the time when you are not with other people. You go home and meet the same old people, you go to office, you meet the same old people, you socialise and by and large meet the same old people. When is the time to be yourself? When you’re in stuck in traffic! And that’s what makes you love it.


The fun (read: love) increases when you’re caught in a jam on a famous road like M.A Jinnah Road. While there, you can count how many visiting cards you have in your wallet, you can have a look at whose name is missing from your mobile’s phone book, you can delete certain names from the phone book, you can stare at the sky and wonder what aliens must be doing at this point in time, you can inhale smog and experiment if it can really hurt your lungs or it’s all drivel ê to cut a long story short, you never want the traffic to move, you want to be with it, you want to surrender your soul to it ê if that’s not love, then I don’t know what is.


But then, when you’re in love with somebody or something, you have to love whatever is associated with it. So I love torrential rains, I love exhibitions, I love under-constructed flyover bridges, I love potholes, I love traffic police, I love government officials, I love official protocols, and I love the people who start a punch-up in the middle of the road just because somebody overtook them from the wrong side. That’s how overwhelming the power of love is.

(By Peerzada Salman, Dawn-17, 26/11/2006)

What’s really wrong with traffic management

Last week, I received a reader’s response to this column. I would like to reproduce it and make some clarifications.


“Dear Ahmad, 


“I have gone through your column published on November 13. You wrote it without getting any details about traffic management techniques. No solution is suggested and you just pointed to problems. The Lahore canal problem is the small bottlenecks. At some places, especially at the underpasses, five lanes merge into two. TEPA is right that they have to remove this problem. You have no idea how many accidents happen at the canal every day. The reported accidental death rate in Pakistan is 18.7 persons per 10000 persons, while in Japan is 1.7 only. I think human life is far more important than trees and you are talking about trees. There are many problem related to traffic. One of them is drivers’ behaviour. Look at yourself, will you be any different while driving on the Motorway, Mall Road, Multan Road or Ferozepur Road. The city can’t even do proper lane-marking. If you follow the lane marking you will have an accident. We don’t even have a transport policy. Look at the transport system. Traffic is increasing at the rate of 12.5 per cent every year. We have to meet this target not only with traffic management techniques but some huge infrastructure projects as well. Please before writing anything contact some relevant person. A lawyer is a lawyer and not a transport or traffic engineer. 


Thanks and regards,


Sohail”


Thank you for your response to my article. I’m glad it elicited opinion, as that is my primary aim. From the closing remarks, I assume you are somehow related to the traffic management world. Allow me to clarify what I was attempting to argue.


The problem with traffic management in Pakistan, as I see it, is that it appears unconnected with the larger issue of urban planning. Take, for instance, the widening of the Canal Road. I freely admit that it is the source of many a bottleneck, but this was not the case 10 years ago. It is true that the numbers of people living and driving on the roads of Lahore have increased manifold over the past fifteen years. It is also true that, twenty years ago, there was no formal residential housing (other than the new Johar Town Scheme) southwest of Punjab University.


Notice the phenomenal growth of Lahore since. Defence has become a densely populated (and heavily automobile reliant) part of the city, and Johar Town is now merely the tip of a large number of private sector residential housing schemes stretching for miles down Raiwind Road. And not only have the city limits expanded, the city itself has become more densely populated. In the meanwhile, the location of a majority of commercial, government, educational and health-related activity has remained static within the same two or three-mile radius (using the Lahore High Court as a sort of zero point).


It is my opinion that the foundational cause of traffic in Lahore has little to do with personal attitudes and habits (as you seem to imply). Lane marking can only do so much. Quite the contrary, poor urban planning and a poor public transport network have left residents living in far-flung areas no other choice but to resort to the automobile to go to work, school, a restaurant, the hospital etc.


It is my opinion that urban planning can change this. If one were to take the city of Lahore and ensure that it develops “communities” which cater to most of a resident’s needs and requirements. Each community would have a nearby school, dispensary, market and provide a suitable means of public transport to other areas for the purposes of work etc. Such a design approach to a city takes a fundamentally different view of the role of the automobile in everyday life. Parenthetically, one of the hidden features of the new local government system is that it envisions such “communities”. In the Punjab Local Government Ordinance, 2001, they are conceived of as towns within an urban district government.


We must really step back and see just how reliant we have allowed ourselves to become on automobiles. It is my assertion that this reliance is, for the most part, self-imposed.


In my previous article, I made reference to methods of collecting information about traffic patterns. The example I gave was of the PC-II form submitted for the purposes of a feasibility of the Canal Road-widening project. In this document, Lahore’s Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency (TEPA) used a simple capacity-volume calculation. It based the increased number of automobiles plying the static vehicle capacity of the canal as the argument to widen the road. The problem with this calculation — as was discovered by traffic managers in the US and Europe in the 1950s and 1960s — was that it results in one inevitable outcome: an argument to continuously widen roads. The problem with this outcome is that is has no respect for the environment and, in urban areas, the peace of mind of residents and the heritage of a city’s built environment.


It is no statistical anomaly that, while Lahore’s resident-to-car ratio is comparatively low, it has worse congestion than other, more densely populated cities. The reason for our traffic is, as you pointed out, a lack of a transport policy. It is my argument that such a transport policy cannot be complete without factoring in urban planning. And I’m sure if we had a transport policy which prohibited laying traffic arteries through, say, residential or otherwise congested areas, we wouldn’t have the high traffic fatalities you quoted either. Further, just thinking about the logistics of a transport policy reveals just how connected it is with the grassroots local government system and urban planning.


As far as your assertion (which I accept) that the underpasses on the canal cause bottlenecks, I would like you to use your example as evidence to further my own argument. Had TEPA, the LDA, the then local administration of the city or the then provincial government had the foresight, they would have seen how constructing the underpasses could only have led to congestion. The underpasses created a natural artery through the heart of the city and, as it was intended to, quickly made the Canal Road one of the most used in the city. This coupled with the mushroom growth of the legally permitted residential schemes is, in my opinion, the real cause of traffic congestion on that road. 


One need not dwell on the wisdom of constructing a highway through the middle of a city, through residential areas and several college and university campuses. And as for lawyers staying lawyers, you are absolutely correct. Lawyers have no business writing about such things.

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 27/11/2006)
125 CNG buses likely next month

KARACHI: A private bus firm, Holland Bus Company, said it would bring 125 CNG buses in the city by the end of December 2006. In this regard a delegation of the firm led by its General Manager Hons called on City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at his office the other day. 

He said that his company, which was a consortium of 11 bus companies, could met the target of introducing 8,000 wide-bodied buses in Karachi in two years. He said that 125 buses would be imported from Holland. However, a bus making plant could be set up in Karachi. 


Hons said that 24 persons were being trained in Holland to run these 125 buses. He said that these trained persons would train more staff in Karachi. 


The city Nazim assured the delegation of all-out cooperation. He said that there were ample opportunities for transporters to run modern buses in Karachi. He regretted that this city still had no reliable public transport system. 


Kamal said that brining modern buses in Karachi would not only provide lucrative profit to transport companies, but they would also cater to needs of Karachi commuters and create more job opportunities. 


Separately, the city Nazim on Saturday night attended a “gala variety programme”, the last programme of IDEAS-2006, at the Peoples Sports Stadium, Lyari. Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan was the chief guest. 

Speaking on the occasion, the city Nazim congratulated Karachiites for making the IDEAS-2006 a big success. He hoped that this mega programme would help in promoting soft image of the country, especially Karachi.

(The News-3, 27/11/2006)
Transporters rule the roost in Lea Market

KARACHI, Nov 27: Lea market has lost its traditional charm as being one of the biggest business centre in the Old City area where lower- and middle-class people once used to buy their essential commodities as with the passage of time it has been converted into a big bus terminus, where the transporter mafia reigns supreme.


A survey of the market area shows that the mafia controls all important routes leading to Saddar and Lyari. Upcountry transporters have established their booking offices in residential areas of Lyari Town, where they freely park their vehicles on the main and link roads, thereby creating problems for pedestrians and motorists.

The situation has further deteriorated during the past few years when these transporters established their offices in congested residential areas by flouting traffic rules.


It is observed that all types of vehicles -- both from city routes and upcountry -- arrive here and park their huge buses in the middle of the road and a complete chaos is witnessed during rush hours in morning and evening. Police ignore all sorts of violations because of high connections of these transporters.


Area people have been constantly demanding shifting of the transport business from their localities and they have welcomed the recent decision of the city government to shift the transport business from Lyari Town to Yusuf Goth where a new bus terminus had been built. But residents apprehend that as had happened in the past this time the city government will also succumb to pressure of the transport mafia.


In the past on every occasion the city or town administration had succumbed to pressure. Even orders from higher courts could not have impact on them as they resisted every shifting move on one pretext or another.

It is noted that the mafia had always played tricks whenever an attempt was made by the authorities to shift them. They even moved the courts to seek an interim stay-order and resort to strikes to create obstacles in the shifting process, forcing the administration not to take any administrative action because of fear of possible law and order problem.


Lea Market, surrounded by Khajoor and Jodia bazaars, besides Sonara Bazaar, once a main shopping centre was frequented not only by people of Old City areas, but also by people from the interior of Sindh and Balochistan who used to buy essential commodities.


But with the emergence of transport business, it has turned into one of the biggest terminus in the city where a number of local inter-city and inter-province buses make their intermediate stops here or pass through Lea Market.

During the last decade, the number of buses has increased manifold as a large number of workers from parts of Karachi come here for their onward journey to Hub, Bela and other parts of Balochistan and Sindh.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-19, 28/11/2006)

Work on Korangi Road slowed down

KARACHI, Nov 27: Industrial waste and sewage is overflowing along Korangi Industrial Road is a health hazard for area inhabitants and factory workers. The dug-up portion of the road has become a nightmare for motorists who use this thoroughfare.

When this correspondent asked labourers working on the project as to why it was still incomplete they replied non-payment of bills has forced their contractor to slow the pace of work on the sewerage line being laid along the main Korangi Industrial Road.


The contractor’s men told this scribe that the work might take another year to complete if the issue of payment was not resolved. “We had been asked to continue the work round-the-clock, but the delay in payments of the bills created the problems,” said a worker.


Factory workers are hoping for early completion of construction work, saying that they had to disembark from buses at a greater distance to walk on the other track which had not been dug up.

(Dawn-19, 28/11/2006)

Safety on the road

A proposal by the Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) for amendments in section 116-A of the Provincial Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Ordinance of 2001 to make mandatory the use of seat belts while driving is a good suggestion and needs to be implemented not just in the federal capital but throughout the country. The traffic police has been issuing tickets in this regard but a senior official of the department has said that enforcement was getting to be a problem because of lack of proper legislation. In the interest of overall public safety, the government must make it compulsory for all passengers travelling in cars, in the front as well as back seat, to wear seat belts. Of course, this means that car manufacturers be directed to equip all new passenger cars with seat belts in the rear seat as well. Owners of older models, most of which do not have seat belts, should be given a reasonable deadline by which to have seat belts installed in their vehicles. 


The argument in favour of this is quite clear because research and empirical evidence strongly suggests a marked decline in fatality during a traffic accident if the driver or occupant of a car is wearing a seat belt. In many developed countries, cars now being manufactured will not start unless the driver puts on the seat belt. The sheer volume of vehicular traffic in other bigger cities of the country in fact makes it incumbent that such laws be replicated and implemented there as well. At the same time, there should also be a law that makes it compulsory for motorcyclists -- driver as well as passenger -- to wear helmets. Here too, the benefit of wearing such protective gear cannot be overemphasised since head injuries sustained are the leading cause of death for fatalities in accidents involving those riding motorcycles. Instead of having on-off campaigns to get motorcyclists to wear helmets or motorists to put on seat belts, properly planned public awareness campaigns on FM radio, television and print are required. These should be conducted for several months at the end of which the provincial assemblies should pass laws mandating these safety requirements. Maybe then our dismal fatality rate in traffic accidents -- one of the highest worldwide -- will fall.

(The News-7, 28/11/2006)
Pillion ban brings no windfall to bus owners

KARACHI: The citizens have expressed strong reservations against the ban on pillion riding. Political parties also believe that the ban would in no way help reduce street crimes. 

Transporters had anticipated that the passenger load on buses and coaches would increase due to this government action but they say they are carrying the same number of passengers as they used to carry before the ban.


Motorcyclists say the ban has given the police a stick to beat citizens with, and increase their graft rate. Statistics also show that the ban has been helpful in reducing the street crime by only 10 to 15 percent. 

The authorities had banned pillion riding on motorbikes on November 15 in order to check street crimes as the blame for the bulk of these offences is often laid at the door of motorcyclists. 


Initially 594 people had been arrested on charges of pillion riding in the first three days after the ban took effect. But later on the authorities concerned issued directives that violators of pillion-riding ban should not be arrested, but only issued warning.


According to the police statistics, 17145 mobile phones had been snatched in the country over the last six months. The citizens of Karachi had been the worst victims, with almost half of these phones (8172) being snatched in the city alone. 


According to different reports, around 130 to 150 mobile phones were being snatched daily in Karachi in the pre-ban period, a figure which has come down to around 100 per day now.


However, many people believe this reduction is not because of the ban but due to the fact that often the police refuse to register FIR for such offences. They say that a great number of people don’t visit the police station for the registration of FIR if they have been deprived of their valuables.


When contacted, a spokesman for Jamat-e-Islami (JI) Karachi said that the ban “clearly depicts the failure of the government to maintain law and order in the city”. He said Karachi is a big city where the number of crimes could not be completely abolished but surely these could be reduced to a great extent by implementing certain measures.

He said police should be made independent in its investigation and patronizing of criminal elements should be stopped immediately for reducing the ratio of crimes in the metropolis. “The rising number of street crimes is a cause for serious concern which should be addressed properly,” he said.


However, Arshad Bukhari, the president of Karachi Transport Ittehad, lauded the government move but stressed on the need of implementing the ban in its true spirit. He said only 25 percent motorcyclists are obeying the ban in the city while the rest of them treat it with contempt.

He said his community members had not witnessed a rise in their incomes because of the anticipated increase in the passenger load. “Still the law and order situation in the metropolis, when compared with other cities, is the worst even after the ban on pillion riding came into force,” he commented. 


Sajid Hussain, an engineer who regularly travels on his motorcycle, says that despite the ban he has himself seen a mobile-snatching incident in Karimabad. Another motorcyclist Mohabbat Khan believes that this ban is only meant to compound the problems of middle and lower middle class people. “It has nothing to do with street crime,” he added.

He said earlier the poor people who can’t afford taxi or rickshaw could travel by motorcycle as pillion riders, something they can’t do now. According to the official announcement this ban has been imposed till November 30. There is no knowing whether the government will extend the ban beyond that date.

(By Qadeer Hussain Tanoli, The News-2, 28/11/2006)
Court rules out parking space misuse regularisation

KARACHI, Nov 29: The conversion or misuse of car parking space cannot be regularised and those who purchase flats and shops built on such spaces do so at their own risk, a division bench of the Sindh High Court ruled on Wednesday.

The bench, which consisted of Justices Mushir Alam and Maqbool Baqar, was hearing a review petition moved by the owners of five flats built on the ground floor of Uzma Apartments, Civil Lines Quarters, Clifton, which was reserved for car parking in the plan submitted to and sanctioned by the Karachi Building Control Authority. The court had ordered the demolition of the unlawfully-constructed flats.


The owners submitted that the demolition order was passed behind their back. They were innocent purchasers and their application for regularisation of the flats under the one-time regularisation scheme of 2004 was pending before the KBCA. This fact was not brought before the court’s notice. There was adequate alternative space available in the complex for a parking lot. Citing a Supreme Court order, their counsel, Gohar Iqbal, submitted that the KBCA was directed to take a decision on the regularisation application of the petitioners within two weeks. They sought an identical order in their favour from the SHC.


After hearing Advocate Shahid Jamil Khan for the KBCA and Advocate Haider Imam Rizvi for the appellant, the bench observed that Section 6 (2) of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979, ‘provides that no building can be occupied by any person or shall be allowed to be occupied by the builder before the KBCA has issued an occupancy certificate’. An SHC division bench, it noted, had held in a similar case that the plea of bonafide purchasers was not available to owners who occupy a building without ensuring that an occupancy certificate had been issued by the KBCA in respect of it.


The position was upheld by the Supreme Court, which declared in a judgment in 2000, that purchasers who occupy their premises in the absence of occupancy certificate ‘do not acquire a perfect and marketable title’ in the property. The bench pointed out that the position was further reinforced by an amendment to the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, 2002, inserted in 2004. Now no violation can be regularised in respect of a building ‘where parking space has not been provided, shifted or altered or is intended for misuse for other such purposes, until such space is restored to its original purpose’.


Thus even if a regularisation application was pending, the authority could not regularise the violation. At the request of the owners’ counsel, the bench suspended the demolition order for two weeks to enable them to approach the Supreme Court.


SHOPPING MALL: The tenant of a building adjoining Choice Shopping Mall on Abdullah Haroon Road, meanwhile, submitted a statement and photographs to show that a stay order passed by the court was being violated. Perveen Ara, a tenant of Krishna Mansion, has moved a contempt application through Advocate Mahfooz Yar Khan alleging that the builder-developer of the shopping mall has illegally occupied compulsory open space of the mansion. The court had stayed construction after its nazir inspected the site.


The applicant said the area SHO was asked to ensure that no further construction took place but the builder-developer was building the mall post-haste to circumvent the stay order. She said the digging along the open space of Krishna Mansion threatened the mansion’s foundation, besides violating the building rules and the court order. The application is being heard by a division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah.


TRANSPORTERS’ PLEA: The bench consisting of Justices SJ Osmany and SA Shah, meanwhile, issued notices to the city district government and other respondents for December 5 in a petition by transporters questioning a ban on Quetta-bound buses operating from the Old Sabzimandi, University Road, Gulshan-i-Iqbal.


The transporters submitted through Advocate Gohar Iqbal that while 600 buses carrying passengers from and to the interior of Sindh and up-country were allowed to operate from within the city, they were barred from picking up passengers from anywhere within the city after the construction of a bus terminal at Baldia Town. The ban imposed by the city district government and the court order to enforce it discriminated against the transporters plying their vehicles between Balochistan and Sindh, the counsel contended.


NOTICE TO NAB: Another division bench comprising Justices Rehmat Husain Jafri and Mrs Yasmeen Abbasy issued a notice to the deputy prosecutor-general of the National Accountability Bureau to explain whether an acquittal application moved by an accused before an accountability court under Section 265-K of the Criminal Procedure Code could be dismissed without hearing the defence counsel.


Advocates Ghulam Qadir Jatoi and Minhaj Farooqi submitted that there was no likelihood of conviction of their client, Jan Mohammad, but the accountability court hearing a reference against him dismissed his acquittal plea without hearing them. Jan Mohammad, a former deputy director of the Water and Power Development Authority posted at Guddu Thermal Power Station, has been arraigned for purchasing a purifier for Rs9.5 million while its was available in the open market at a much cheaper price.


His lawyers, however, say that the equipment was bought at a competitive price and that the case was 10 years old. Wapda had conducted an inquiry into the allegation and the inquiry had exonerated Jan Mohammad and 56 others allegedly involved in misuse of funds. The NAB was now indulging in pick and choose and had instituted a criminal reference against five of the exonerated officials, they contended. They alleged that their acquittal application was dismissed by the trial court without hearing their arguments.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 30/11/2006)

SC to form larger bench to hear oil price case

ISLAMABAD, Nov 29: The Supreme Court was told on Wednesday that the finding of the National Accountability Bureau on profits earned by refineries and oil marketing companies was with the government and only the government could make it public.


Advocate Ibrahim Satti, representing the NAB, informed the bench comprising Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry, Justice Mohammad Nawaz Abbasi and Justice Saiyed Saeed Ashhad that the detailed report on an inquiry held by the bureau into the profits earned by refineries and oil marketing companies despite reduction of prices in the international market was being reviewed by the government.


During the last hearing, the apex court had ordered the prosecutor general, NAB, to inform it about the inquiry the bureau had compiled on the subject. In its report, the NAB has reportedly suggested to the government to recover Rs4.5 billion from refineries and marketing companies for not passing on the benefit of international price reduction to the consumer since May 2004.

The bench, which was hearing identical petitions by three petitioners – PPP Senator Rukhsana Zuberi, PML-N secretary-general Zafar Iqbal Jhagra and Awami Himayat Tehrik Pakistan chairman Maulvi Iqbal Haider – challenging oil pricing mechanism, decided to constitute a larger bench on Dec 11 to hear the matter in detail. The bench also directed its office to procure the Senate Standing Committee report on petroleum from the senate secretariat.In her petition, Ms Zuberi, who is a member of senate sub-committee on oil price mechanism, requested the Supreme Court to order forfeiture of overcharging by different oil companies to the tune of Rs160 billion. She also sought a direction against the federal government to undertake functions of pricing in consultation with industry, public representatives and consumers, especially when no fixed pricing formula was elaborately enunciated by the government.


She also questioned the delegation of power to the OCAC secretary and oil pricing mechanism, contenting that the formula was in derogation of fundamental rights of people.


Mr Haider sought a declaration from the apex court that section 2 (4b) of the Petroleum Products (Petroleum Development Levy) Ordinance 1961 was violative of Articles 90 (exercise of executive authority of the federation), 8 (laws inconsistent with or in derogation of fundamental rights to be void) and 9 (security of person) of the Constitution.


The federal government, secretary for the ministry of petroleum, chairman of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority, chairman of the defunct Oil Companies Advisory Committee, chief executive of the Attock Petroleum, Shoaib Malik, country representative of Caltex Oil, Nadeem Jaffery, managing director of the Pakistan State Oil, Tariq Kirmani, chairman of the Shell Pakistan, Farooq Rehmatullah, chief executive of the Total Parco Pakistan, Emmanuel Laurenty, managing director of the National Refinery, M. Qaiser Jamal, managing director of the Pak-Arab Refinery, Dr Shahid K. Hak, and chief executive the Pakistan Refinery, Zafar Haleem, are respondents in his petition.


He asked the court to obligate the petroleum ministry to reduce petroleum prices as per a resolution passed by provincial assemblies of the NWFP and Balochistan. Under the constitution, the federal government is bound to respect the resolutions by placing a bill in parliament under Article 144 of the Constitution.


Mr Jhagra sought reduction in “artificial” prices of petroleum products and a restraining order against the OCAC from further increasing prices, pending decision in the apex court.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-3, 30/11/2006)

Notices issued on inter-city bus ban

KARACHI: The High Court of Sindh (SHC) on Wednesday issued notices to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Regional Transport Authority, DIG Traffic and others for December 7, on a petition of inter-city bus owners seeking injunction against ban on entry of their buses in the city.


M/s Sada Bahar and four other Quetta-based inter-city bus owners submitted that traffic police and other authorities concerned were pressurising them for closure of their booking offices near old Sabzi Mandi and restraining the movement of their buses on permitted route. Their counsel Gohar Iqbal submitted that the decision by respondent of not allowing buses of Balochistan transporters to move inside Karachi is discriminatory and tantamount to deprive them of their business and their free movement while the transporters of other three provinces were allowed to enter the city without restrictions.


The counsel also questioned the construction of bus-terminal outside the city and imposition of certain charges on bus owners by the respondents as no such condition has been imposed on transporters of other provinces. The court was prayed to direct respondents not to stop movement of buses on its permitted routes in the city.


The SHC’s division bench comprising Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah after preliminary hearing of the petition issued notices to respondents and called their comments.

(The News-2, 30/11/2006)
DECEMBER

High Court bars entry of long-route buses into city

KARACHI, Dec 1: The Sindh High Court barred on Friday all inter-city vehicles whose terminals have already been constructed from entering the main city. Appropriate directives would be issued by the authorities concerned to ensure that the vehicles are parked at the new terminals and no passengers are picked or dropped at the old stands in the congested areas of the city.


The deputy inspector-general of traffic shall enforce the bar, a division bench, comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Faisal Arab, observed in an interim order in a petition moved by Advocate Islam Husain.


The bench observed that it appreciated the city district government’s keenness to shift inter-city bus terminals from the congested areas of the city and eliminate motor rickshaws to ease traffic and curb noise and air pollution.


But a cut-off date for each measure planned to undertaken must be announced well in advance. Petitioner Islam Husain has moved the court for ban on motor rickshaws and other smoke-emitting vehicles.


The city district government submitted in its comments filed by Advocate Manzoor Ahmed that measures were being taken to ensure pollution-free environment and ensure smooth flow of traffic.


A bus terminal had already been constructed in Baldia Town on the RCD Highway for vehicles going to and coming from Balochistan. Two more were being built on the national and super highways for vehicles going to upcountry and the interior of Sindh.


All facilities, the CDGK counsel said, have been provided at the Baldia bus terminal but the transporters were reluctant to shift their own stands in Old Sabzimandi, Lyari, Saddar, and other areas for short-term gains. They were picking and dropping passengers at various points convenient to them in violation of a court order.


The bench called for the constitution of a committee consisting of the advocate-general, the transport department secretary, the DIG Traffic, a representative of the city district government, the petitioner lawyer and Advocate M Ilyas Khan, counsel for the affected rickshaw owners, and transporters’ representatives to submit a definite proposal with regard to cut-off dates.


AG Anwar Mansoor Khan, meanwhile, filed a report on behalf of the transport department stating that the ban on rickshaws was imposed in pursuance of a directive by the chief minister issued on June 30.


Operators of double stroke rickshaws have been given sufficient time to switch over to four-stroke vehicles by June 2007.


The cut-off date has been fixed keeping in view the convenience of all the parties concerned and requirements of smooth traffic flow and better environment, the department said.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 02/12/2006)

Petrol price expected to be lowered by 10pc on 15th

ISLAMABAD, Dec 1: The government on Thursday hinted at reducing petroleum prices in the next quarterly review due on Dec 15 if international market remained stable, saying its losses for the current year stood recovered.


Petroleum Secretary Ahmad Waqar gave the indication at a press conference following a meeting presided over by the prime minister, a day after the Supreme Court had decided to constitute on Dec 11 a larger bench for detailed hearing on petroleum pricing.


Sources in the prime minister’s secretariat told Dawn that the petroleum ministry had forwarded a ‘note’ for reduction in petrol prices by 10 per cent because of $100-120 per ton loss the government was incurring as ‘opportunity cost’ in the export of surplus petrol as naphtha at subsidised rates. The reduction in petrol prices by 10 per cent meant more than Rs200 million reduction in government revenue.


The prime minister did not agree to the proposal, the sources said.


When asked if the government was making preparations for the general elections through reduction in prices given the ruling Pakistan Muslim League’s political influence over the federal government and a unanimous resolution adopted by the Punjab Assembly on Nov 21 demanding reduction in prices, the secretary said he could not comment on political issues.


He repeatedly said: "The government may review petroleum prices on Dec 15."


Mr Waqar declined to comment on a statement given by the Prime Minister’s Advisor on Finance Dr Salman Shah on Wednesday that the government could not reduce the prices at present.


When reminded that the finance secretary had said a few days ago that the government could not reduce the prices for three to four months because of Rs13 billion arrears due to the oil industry, Mr Waqar said the government had to recover only Rs1.2 billion in the current fortnight to reach a `no-profit, no-loss" situation.


Responding to a question about gas prices, he said the government had received a tariff determination from the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) and was reviewing it. Ogra had determined an average reduction of 10-14 per cent in gas prices.


He said the revision in prices would be made with effect from Jan 1, 2007, as required under the law.


He said the government had estimated to collect Rs15.9 billion in petroleum development levy in 2005-6 and it collected about Rs18.5 billion and the additional recovery was paid out to the oil industry to compensate its previous year’s loss of Rs2.6 billion.


He said the government was paying Rs1.2-1.5 billion to refineries as price differential claim (PDC) per month on the basis of audited claims. However, the government had yet to pay Rs18 billion as PDC for the last financial year.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 02/12/2006)

Closure of Northern Bypass



A SIZABLE number of people commute daily from Karachi to Hub, a major industrial estate.


During the past over one week, motorists are being subjected to extreme inconvenience and discomfort by the local police, who daily close the newly-constructed Northern Bypass for traffic going from Hub to Karachi in the evening, near the intersection of two bypasses, Hub-Shershah and Hub-Super Highway.


The police employed there generally close the road by putting stones across it and blocking it with their motorbikes. When asked about this blockade, they reply that it is on the orders of the SSP and that it is being closed because of traffic congestion/jam at Baldia or Shershah.


This is a flagrant violation of traffic laws and the reasons given are baseless.


It is interesting to note that at times the constables deployed there allow some motorists to proceed on the closed road when the latter insist, and also some trucks and buses, for obvious reasons.


Will the officials concerned intervene and give firm orders to stop this practice forthwith?


LT-COL (r) SARFRAZ AHMED KHAN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 02/12/2006)

Completion of underpasses unlikely this year

KARACHI: The completion of three underpasses, Liaquatabad, Nazimabad and Gharibabad, is not likely this year.


The second track completion has various hurdles and the biggest one is concreting of more than 75 metres at Liaquatabad underpass.


One track of these underpasses has been opened by the city government and the second track will be completed by the end of this year.


The residents of Nazimabad are facing serious dust problem in their area, a frequent cause of asthma as roads due to this underpass have been battered. The project director told The News that the authorities were fully aware of the problems of the area people but they have to be faced since once these projects are completed, the roads will be carpeted at the same time.


Replying to a question about the road adjacent to the Nazimabad Eidgah, he said this road will also be carpeted at the same time. At present residents of the area are facing serious problems due to big potholes.


Informed sources told The News on Saturday during a visit to one of the underpasses, "we are trying our level best to complete these underpasses. Nazimabad and Gharibabad are near completion but the one at Liaquatabad is confronted with some bottlenecks.


He said the next 15 days were crucial and after that a clear picture would emerge.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had announced at the opening ceremony of one track of Nazimabad underpass that by the end of this year these three underpasses would be opened to traffic.


Nazimabad underpass is regarded as one of the biggest underpass of Pakistan.


Informed sources told The News that total length of the project with dual carriageways of three lanes was 695 metres and slab portion (covered area) was 250 metres. The width of the underpass was 9.4 metres.


The cost of the project is Rs350 million almost 50 per cent work has been completed. The work at underpass is being carried out round the clock.


Sources said this project starts from a local technical institute at Nazimabad No 1 and ends at La Rosh Restaurant.

(The News-3, 04/12/2006)
Revival of KCR approved


KARACHI, Dec 4: A meeting chaired by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad on Monday approved revival of the Karachi Circular Railway. Railways Minister Shaikh Rashid Ahmed, Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman and Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal attended the meeting.


The governor said that steps should be taken to complete the project in three years.


The governor said that expertise, experience and resources available with the Pakistan Railways would prove a great assistance for completion of the project which would then be transferred to the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation.

(Dawn-1, 05/12/2006)

Japan to lend $872m for KCR

KARACHI, Dec 4: Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim has said Japan has agreed to provide 872 million dollars loan on a very low mark-up for the revival of Karachi Circular Railway. He stated this while talking to newsmen after a meeting on KCR project, which was attended among others by Federal Railway Minister Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed, at the Chief Minister’s House on Monday. He said the loan would be paid back in 40 years.

(Dawn-19, 05/12/2006)

More taxes on signboards okayed

KARACHI, Dec 4: The City Council on Monday approved levying of additional taxes on advertisement and adopted new by-laws amid strong protests recorded by opposition members.


At the outset, some opposition members urged Naib City Nazim Ms Nasreen Jalil, who was presiding over the session to postpone the session in view of the heavy downpour across the city so that council members could visit their constituencies and assess the situation.


Their request was, however, turned down. In the meantime, treasury and opposition started exchanging hot words and trading allegations.


Leader of the opposition Saeed Ghani, and two members, Rafique Ahmed and Zahid Saeed, complained that the proposals submitted to the house committee on new advertisement rates and the amendments suggested by the opposition were not incorporated in the by-laws. In protest against the treasury benches’ attitude, they staged a token walkout.


Later, participating in the debate, they argued that the proposed additional taxes would burden the small advertisers heavily. They also feared that the new by-laws, which provided a reduction in the distance between one sign board and the other from 400 feet to 200 feet, might result in a mushroom growth of signboards along the footpaths across the city.


Rafique Ahmed of the Al-Khidmat group described the additional taxes on advertisements as injustice with citizens of Karachi. He also protested against the outright rejection of the proposals put forward by the Al-Khidmat and Awam Dost groups.


Saeed Ghani of the Awam Dost group condemned the by-law providing for a reduction in distances between signboards, saying this would turn the city into a jungle of advertising signboards.


Members of the house committee, including Masood Mehmood and Abdul Jalil, rejected all allegations levelled by the opposition members with regard to their proposals and amendments. They said that the committee had completed its work in a record time, and claimed that it had always been welcoming opposition’s proposals and accommodating the positive ones.


The council will now meet on December 9.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-19, 05/12/2006)

Revival of Circular Railway approved


KARACHI, Dec 4: A high-level meeting chaired by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad on Monday approved in principle the revival of Karachi Circular Railway.


According to estimates, the project will cost around one billion dollars, which includes Japanese loan of $872 million. The feasibility of the project will be presented by the JETRO and work will start after its approval by the ECNEC and the Planning Commission.


The meeting was attended by Federal Railway Minister Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed, Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman, Railway Chairman, Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, Principal Secretary Mohammed Saleem Khan, D.S. Railway Mir Mohammed Khaskheli and other officials.


The governor urged the authorities to finalise all phases expeditiously and said implementation of the project must start by the beginning of new year and there should be no further delay now.


He said steps should be taken to complete the project in three years. He said it was also the desire of President Pervez Musharraf to get this project completed at the earliest.


He pointed out that with the revival of Karachi Circular Railway, the urban transport system would witness a revolutionary change and people would have better transport facilities.


The governor said the expertise, experience and resource available with Pakistan Railway would prove a great assistance for completion of the project which would then be transferred to the Karachi Urban Transport Corporation.


It was informed that the constitution of Karachi Urban Transport Corporation had been finalised and its stake holders included the provincial and city governments and Pakistan Railway. The circular railway system would have 22 underpasses and overheads to ensure unhindered service.


The governor called for laying standard railway tracks and having light train for fast movement. He said the circular railway would be linked with the city government’s mass corridor schemes and all bus terminals. He said transport sector in Karachi was a big market for investors having an estimated 12 per cent profit rate which was a good rate.


Dr Ishratul Ibad also had an appraisal from Railway Minister Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed about the operation of Thar Express.


Shaikh Rasheed Ahmed informed him that all efforts were being made while foreign ministry was also striving for the operation of Thar Express.


At Khokhrapar, he said, Pakistan Railway was constructing a modern railway station and it would be the first project of its kind to be completed under the Pakistan Railway.


About the establishment of the National Mass Transit Authority, Shaikh Rasheed Ahmad said Prime Minister had given approval in principle while all required stages had been fulfilled and now only Prime Minister’s signature were awaited where after it would start functioning.

(Dawn-17, 05/12/2006)

Taxis without fare meters



IT is not understood why the authorities concerned have given such a freedom that more than 90 per cent of the city taxis and auto-rickshaws are plying on the roads with defective or no fare meters?


It is often very irritating to the commuters, who are hiring taxis or auto-rickshaws and have to go by the amount of fare demanded by a cab or an auto-rickshaw driver. The problem is so deep-rooted that it requires a long traffic campaign to tame them.


Sometimes a commuter coming from abroad is constrained to feel that the taxi drivers in this city are given an official immunity to ply their motor vehicles at their sweet will and their word is the last word. Karachi had been the seat of the federal government, is an international city and, above all, is the birthplace of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who gave us this country after lots of struggle and sacrifices. It reflects on the authorities concerned if the public is constantly irked by bad roads and the wayward attitude of the city transport.


All governmental or nongovernmental agencies which love Karachi and its welfare, in one way or the other, are requested to take notice of the pathetic condition of the city transport and the commuters who are at their mercy.


The city needs a traffic system where the rules and regulations of driving are not violated by anyone, poor or influential. If need be, the existing rules and punishment to the violators be made more stringent. In the neighbouring countries driving rules are so strict that no driver can dare violate them. When it can be done by our small neighbours, why cannot we afford to do it in our country?


SHAFIQUE AHMED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the editor, 06/12/2006)

Two killed in road accidents

KARACHI, Dec 5: Two persons died in separate road accidents in different parts of the city on Tuesday. Police said a young pedestrian was hit by a speeding lorry in the Korangi Industrial Area. Police said the victim was identified as Irfan, 18.


He was reportedly crossing the main road when he was hit by the speeding vehicle. The driver fled following the accident.


Police said the injured was rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre where he was pronounced dead on arrival by the doctors.


In Lyari, an unidentified woman died in a hit and run accident.


Police said the accident occurred in the limits of the Kalri police station where a woman pedestrian was knocked down by an unknown vehicle.


The woman was rushed to the Civil Hospital where he was pronounced dead on arrival.

(Dawn-17, 06/12/2006)

Duty abolished on CNG buses, LPG import

ISLAMABAD, Dec 6: The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the cabinet on Wednesday abolished five per cent customs duty on import of liquid petroleum gas (LPG) and zero rated sales tax on import of public transport, including CNG buses.


The meeting, presided over by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, however, took serious note of the role of middleman in the LPG business and asked the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) to strictly monitor the situation and check wrongdoings, Dr Ashfaq Hasan Khan, adviser to finance ministry and director-general of the Debt Coordination Cell, told a news briefing.


He was of the opinion that the duty exemption would improve LPG supply and bring stability in prices.


When asked about the margin of middleman, the adviser replied the LPG production price was Rs261 per 11.8kg as against the consumer price of Rs515. He said that it was decided that in case the middlemen increased the price, the government would take necessary action against them.


The adviser said the ECC also zero rated sales tax on import and supply of all buses, including dedicated CNG and other buses, which could carry 40 or above passengers in CBU and CKD condition. Sales tax on purpose-built taxis in CBU and CKD condition would also be zero rated. He said the decision would improve the public transport industry in the country.


The ECC meeting also approved the renewable energy policy prepared by the ministry of water and power. However, he did not elaborate the salient features of the policy.


Mr Khan said the ECC had approved a proposal of the ministry of petroleum regarding the LNG policy. The ECC asked the ministry to submit a summary again in the next meeting with some clarification regarding pre-qualification criteria for the private sector, financial strength, credibility and performance guarantee from any bank.


The policy allows a 10-year monopoly for supply of gas to 80 per cent area to be allocated. The licence will be issued for a term of 20 years subject to renewal on the basis of performance. All these would be included in the LNG policy 2006, he added.


To promote medical, tourism and chain stores in the country, the ECC decided to lower customs duty from 25 per cent to five per cent on import of equipment, plant and machinery. However, this exemption will be subject to certain conditions -- to be allowed to prime importer; re-sale will be criminal offence; one-timer and the name of the company eligible for the scheme will be notified by the ECC.


Mr Khan said the government had also decided to withdraw freight subsidy of Rs60 on cement. He said the decision was taken following the stabilisation of cement price, which came down to Rs226 per bag.


He said that a couple of foreign banks are negotiating with the government for acquisitions to start operation in Pakistan.


He said the ECC also decided to allow additional gas of 60mcf produced in the Sukkur field to SNGPL and 25mcf produced in Quetta to SSGL.

(By Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn-1, 07/12/2006)

President’s visit causes prolonged traffic jams

KARACHI, Dec 6: Countless people in public and private transport means were faced with severe hardship in reaching their destinations as they remained trapped in traffic jams in the downtown areas on Wednesday for hours. The problem was caused by the closure of certain roads to provide security to President Pervez Musharraf.


Police and other law-enforcement agencies had blocked Club Road and part of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road to keep them cleared before the president’s arrival at the Chief Minister’s House to address a women convention. The closure in peak evening hours created traffic chaos as people in large numbers left their offices at around 5pm.


A traffic mess was witnessed on Metropole, Fountain, Sarwar Shaheed Road, Arts Council, and Shaheen Complex intersections. Quite a large number of vehicles remained stuck for hours.


The impact of the clogging was also felt on Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Sharea Faisal, and M. A. Jinnah Road and the traffic police appeared helpless in clearing the thoroughfares. Many desperate motorists turned towards narrow streets to get out of the mess but only to aggravate the situation.


The I. I. Chundrigar Road was also flooded with vehicles while a heavy load of traffic was witnessed on Sharea Faisal where vehicles moved bumper-to-bumper.


Just one or two constables were seen trying to regulate traffic at each intersection, though in vain as several vehicles were ploughed into each other. Drivers of cars and motorcyclists, especially those of commercial vehicles, did not show tolerance and put their vehicles wherever they found some clear space to get out of the traffic jam and this worsened the situation. Drivers of minibuses and coaches were seen violating traffic signals openly and the traffic police personnel kept on watching them helplessly.


Long queues were seen along the dual carriageway of M. A. Jinnah Road which, indeed, is a wide road, was bunged up with vehicles of all kind. Traffic police personnel at each traffic signal were regulating traffic manually after switching off the signal lights. This slowed down the traffic movement and made it even difficult for the police to clear the mess.


Traffic jams also occurred in Liaquatabad as the vehicles coming from Karimabad side remained stuck in a queue right from the Dak Khana intersection up to the Liaquatabad flyover in the afternoon.


Similarly, the traffic coming from Teen Hatti side was also moved at a snail’s pace. The flow of traffic was badly affected on M. A. Jinnah Road from Numaish intersection up to Merewether Tower while a similar congestion was witnessed in Clifton, Tariq Road, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Shershah, Gulbai, etc.

(Dawn-19, 07/12/2006)

53 fake HTV licences seized
KARACHI, Dec 7: The Mithadar traffic section police have seized 53 fake HTV driving licences in a fortnight.This is a good indication there are rampant irregularities in the issuance of driving licences particularly heavy vehicles.


The Mithadar area section officer said 53 HTV licences were seized during a campaign to check reckless driving. When these licenses were sent for verification to the Driving Licence branch they turned out to be fakes.


In October, Inspector General Sindh Police Jehangir Mirza paid a surprise visit to the Clifton DL Branch. During his visit he saw several agents actively involved in the issuance of licenses. Subsequently, the SP DL branch was transferred and the DSP suspended. The same month, the Korangi DL branch office was closed on the IG’s orders after constant corruption complaints.

(Dawn-17, 08/12/2006)

Work on new truck stand to begin soon: nazim

KARACHI, Dec 7: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Thursday announced that the construction of infrastructure for a new truck stand close to the Northern Bypass would start soon. The city government has allotted 500-acre of land for the purpose, he added.


“After completion of the truck stand, the existing one on Mauripur Road would be shifted to the new place in a phased manner,” Mr Kamal said while chairing a meeting of CDGK and NLC officials in his office.


The meeting was attended by NLC’s Brig Masood and Col. Mussadiq Hashmi; EDO Master Plan Iftikhar Qaimkhani, EDO Revenue Saleh Ahmed Farooqi and others.


Mr Kamal said that existence of the truck stand on Mauripur Road was not creating great hardship and problems for the picnickers visiting the country’s most beautiful beach, Hawkesbay.


“The entire route had turned into a ‘no-go area’ for picnickers because of the innumerable warehouses and trucks and, as such, these should be removed on a priority basis,” he said.


The city government has initiated steps to save this beautiful beach and provide maximum possible transport facilities to citizens.


The existing truck stand is spread over an area of 100 acres along Mauripur Road while the new site reserved for the purpose offers 500 acres. “The city government’s planning is based on requirements for the next 50 years, he said in this context, and added that the new truck stand would be developed on 500 acres in phases based on priority.”


Mr Kamal said that in the past, all development projects had been executed without proper planning which caused inconvenience to citizens. He suggested that the CDGK and NLC, under the public-private partnership, could jointly manage the new truck stand and other projects, including asphalt plant and beaching plant at Northern Bypass.


He said the city government would start work next year on another signal-free corridor to address the transport problem. The corridor would be constructed from Nagan Chowrangi to Sharea Faisal, he added.Meanwhile, a delegation of the Federal Economic Chamber of Austria (FECA), along with Ambassador Michael Stigelbaver, called on Syed Mustafa Kamal and informed him that the Austrian government had decided to set up a marketing office for FECA in Karachi.


The delegation included representatives of different business groups led by Vice President of the FECA. The aim of its visit is to review business opportunities in the city.


Mr Kamal welcomed the delegation and highlighted the ongoing development projects and investment opportunities in Karachi, besides the facilities offered to local and international investors.


He said the government was establishing new industrial zones and providing maximum civic facilities to the investors.


He said the CDGK had started developing Karachi’s infrastructure to streamline it on modern lines. The process would be completed soon, he said, pointing out that the pace work on various schemes was in full swing.


During the last six months, the foreign capital of $900 million has been invested in the city to construct Pakistan’s tallest building. So far, 3,000 call centres have been booked in the 47-storey IT Tower with a capacity of 10,000 centres, although its foundation stone is yet to be laid.


The Austrian ambassador lauded the city government’s efforts, especially towards road-network improvement. He added the Austrian government could provide soft loan to those companies which showed their interest in making investments in Karachi.

(Dawn-19, 08/12/2006)

Three die in road accidents

KARACHI, Dec 8: Two persons died in road accidents on Friday while a man was crushed beneath a locomotive near Drigh Road Railway Station.


Police said a 50-year-old Muhammad Khan was killed by a rashly driven vehicle in the jurisidiction of Shah Latif Police Station. The accident occurred near Abdullah Goth, where the victim resided, police added. The vehicle escaped from the spot following the accident. Police shifted the body to Jinnah Hospital for legal formalities.


In another accident an unidentified man was killed while crossing the National Highway near Malir 15. The injured was rushed to hospital where he was pronounced dead on arrival. Police said the driver, Gul Wali, was arrested following the accident.


In yet another accident, a young man was crushed beneath a locomotive in Green Town. Police said the deceased who could not be immediately identified was apparently to pass the level crossing ahead of the locomotive. Police shifted the body to Jinnah Hospital for legal formalities.


seized: The model collectorate of Pakistan Customs acting on the information provided by the customs intelligence have unearthed a case involving duty evasion worth million of rupees in the import of chemicals under the garb of misdeclaration.


According to the intelligence directorate, the consignment has been seized and a case had been registered against the importer Muhammad Irfan of M/s I.I. Corporation and clearing agent Arshad Yaqoob under the Customs Act. The clearing agent has been arrested while efforts are being made for the arrest of the importer.


Irfan had imported 728 drums of an expensive chemical, Glaysial acetic acid, declaring that the drums contained hydrogen per oxide. Under the new system of Care, the drums were cleared relying on the declaration.


After clearance, the customs intelligence officials stopped the consignment for examination which transpired that the importer was actually smuggling Glaysial acetic acid.


The intelligence collectorate has conveyed its apprehensions to the CBR that in absence of 100 per cent examination under the new system of Care the incidence of misdeclaration may repeat.

(Dawn-17, 09/12/2006)

Citizens condemned to put up with traffic imbroglios

KARACHI: Traffic mess has become a routine for the city and the traffic management board headed by city nazim is inactive these days, leaving hapless citizens at the mercy of quirks.


A spokesman of the city government on being told that the traffic management board headed by the City Nazim was only able to hold just two meetings after which nothing had been done, he said a meeting would be held soon in this regard.


He said the DCO, Karachi, who is secretary of the board was fully alive to the situation. It may be pointed out here that more than six months have passed since the board was constituted and only two meetings have been held so far.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal is busy in Islamabad holding meetings in connection with mass transit which is directly or indirectly related to the traffic issue.


At present obsolete and worn out buses emitting thick black smoke are plying and the city government as well as city nazim since last one year are making announcements that very soon CNG buses would be imported, but citizens have never seen these buses.


A plan to discard auto rickshaw was also being mooted but no one is aware why it has been shelved as rattling noise of these three wheelers is a real strain on the citizens’ nerves.


Concerned citizens closely monitoring the traffic mess in Karachi feel that now the city Nazim should take stock of the situation as things have now gone out of hand and due to traffic mess citizens lose their petrol and CNG gas worth billions of rupees and the city Nazim should be held directly responsible to this loss.


Hundreds of ambulances get struck daily in this traffic. Patients either die in the ambulances or die immediately after reaching the hospital as medical aid is not provided in time.


The mental torture these million of citizens undergo goes totally unnoticed.


Not only this, the dilapidated roads have caused manifold problems for the vehicular traffic but the project directors of the city government claim that for long-term relief citizens have to face such serious problems and they will continue till the projects are completed.

(The News-2, 10/12/2006)
Massive traffic jams irk citizens for third day

KARACHI, Dec 9: Citizens had to endure long hours of traffic jams for the fourth consecutive day on Saturday during the peak evening hours as all roads and streets mainly downtown were clogged with vehicles.


Motorists and passengers in public transport had to wait for hours to get out of the mess as the traffic police failed miserably to ensure smooth traffic flow. The district police it seemed, made no effort to extend a helping hand to the traffic police in clearing the traffic mess.


The traffic police was also admonished by Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui, on Saturday for mishandling traffic for the last three days. He said the recent rain and development work being carried out at various places in the city was hampering traffic but it was the traffic police department’s duty to devise measures to ensure traffic flowed smoothly.


He directed the DIG Traffic to ensure traffic police officials did their duty. He said he had received numerous complaints about double and triple parking on roads in Saddar and against the attitude of police officials. Mr Siddiqui warned the police officers of stern action if they failed to mend their ways. However, it seems the police have failed to devise any such plan.


Yesterday, traffic coming from Purani Numaish towards Saddar moved at a snail’s pace on M.A.Jinnah Road as there was no way to enter Zaibunnisa Street which was clogged with vehicles. Similarly, all of M.A. Jinnah Road up to Merewether Tower was badly jammed. The same situation prevailed for traffic coming from Merewether Tower. I.I. Chundrigar Road and Shahrah-i-Liaquat were also clogged with vehicles. Traffic was also almost at a standstill on Abdullah Haroon Road, Dr Daudpota Road, Sarwar Shaheed Road, M.R. Kiyani Road, Deen Mohammad Wafai Road, portion of Sharea Faisal, Metropole Hotel intersection, Regal Chowk, Singer Chowk, Empress Market and its adjoining streets. The traffic police officials present seemed helpless. The worst sufferers were ambulances and its occupants which kept blowing sirens at different places but were trapped in the flux of vehicles and found no way.

(Dawn-17, 10/12/2006)

Hopes for KCR revival


Hopes for the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway have again been raised. A meeting in the Governor’s House last Monday approved the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway. The meeting was told that Japan would provide $872 million of the total estimated cost of $1 billion. The presence of Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, in this case, lends weight to the perception that the government is finally considering the KCR’s revival as a serious matter.


Although the project needs the go-ahead from the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council and the Planning Commission, the governor directed the local authorities to launch the project early next year and ensure that it was completed within three years.


Sceptics may, however, cite the earlier inauguration of what was dubbed as Phase-I of the project by none other than Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on March 8, 2005. That project was not even semi-circular as the train was supposed to go from the city station straight to the Landhi station and back. That too hit a snag sometime in between and is heard of no more.


The city traffic is growing at an alarming rate. There are so many flyovers and underpasses in the works. But it seems that these projects too will fall behind in the race with the traffic growth.


Once the KCR used to be a popular mode of transport. As it chugged through Lyari, Shershah, Site, Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gulshan-e-Iqbal to Malir and Landhi, the faces of the working people waiting for it on the small railway stations would brighten up. And when it tooted its horns, commuters having their breakfast in the nearby houses would rush to the station to the catch the train.


The few buses that plied in those days charged too much, took too long to move from one place to another and offered little comfort as they kept no schedule. Even when you waited at the KCR station, you could rest on the cement benches installed along the platform and in the verandah attached to the ticketing room. But over the years, the KCR lost its utility as it ran at times when there were fewer passengers to pick. Actually its timings were tuned to the schedule of the express trains rather than people’s arrival at and departure from their workplaces — offices and factories. Now the platforms are used to hold daily or weekly bazaars and the offices and verandahs serve a few drug addicts.


The new KCR project envisages 22 underpasses and overhead bridges besides other related infrastructure. Much of the old infrastructure can also be utilized. That this project will be linked to the city government’s mass transit system will make it more efficient. The city desperately needs it as well as the light rail, etc. All these projects are vital for Karachi’s future if it is not to bog down under ever-growing traffic load.

(Dawn-14, 11/12/2006)

Six labourers die in road accident

KARACHI, Dec 10: Six labourers, were killed in a road accident on the Northern Bypass early on Sunday morning. Police said that coming from Nawabshah and destined for Hub carrying wood, the truck rammed into a pile of gravel dumped on the road for carpeting.


Meanwhile, a second truck crashed into the already stranded truck, killing all the six laborers who were busy in retrieving their vehicle.


They were identified as Luqman, Rafiq, Ashraf, Rahim, Ghulam Muhammad and Muhammad Akbar.


Police who arrived at the spot following the accident said that almost all the victims died on the spot. Their bodies were sent to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities.


The deceased belonged to Qazi Ahmed tehsil in Nawabshah district, police said.


Police said that errant driver of the second truck escaped from the spot, reportedly in a wounded state.


ARRESTED: Police on Sunday busted a gang of five men involved in the cash snatching in Ittehad Town.


Station house officer of the Machko police station said that the suspects were identified as Asad, Nasir, Anwar, Abdullah and Jehangir.


They have been involved in the 22 cases of cash and cellphone snatchings in Baldia town and Shershah, SHO Shahbaz Mughal said.


They have been identified by a complainant whom they had deprived of Rs25,000 and cellphones last month in the same area.


“10 cellphones and four TT pistols were recovered from their possession,” the station house officer said.

(Dawn-13, 11/12/2006)

Traffic problems should be addressed on priority

KARACHI: DIG Traffic Police, Captain (retd) Falak Khursheed, called an exclusive meeting with journalists on Monday. He discussed several issues regarding traffic congestion and highlighted the possible solutions to address the problems being faced by the masses.


“Construction of parking plazas and removal of encroachment in the downtown is the immediate need to regulate traffic in the district centre; the citizens should cooperate with the traffic police by avoiding shopping and other activities in peak hours,” the traffic police chief said.


Falak said, “Since many people have started shopping for the winter, they prefer Zainab Market and Saddar, which are already suffering from traffic congestion.” 


He stated that vehicle owners park their cars along both sides of the road and the worst thing that they do is to shop in peak hours, which hinder the traffic regulation. The DIG pointed out, “No commercial building in the downtown has a parking facility, which refers to poor planning, which needs to be revised and parking plazas should be constructed as soon as possible.”


Talking about the encroachment issue he said, “The city government launched a campaign to remove the encroachment, but the vendors again encroached space to sell warm clothes for winter.” 


He told newsmen that they have to make sure that each and every intersection should be given appropriate time for the flow of traffic. “Traffic coming from four different roads passes through metropole causing congestion. And if one intersection is stopped to facilitate the other, the situation gets worse,” he lamented. 


Falak Khursheed said that the traffic situation has improved due to proper planning. He added that all key points were planned and men were deployed besides parking from one side of the roads was also removed in Saddar area.


Although the focus of DIG remained on the downtown, but it is worth mentioning here that presently, the entire city is suffering from hectic traffic jams and it looks that each and every intersection of the city requires a flyover.


“The city government is considering the proposal of a Malaysian Company, which if given the contract, will work on an elevated expressway that will help ease the situation to a good extent,” he elaborated. 


Talking about the ban on smoke emitting vehicles he said, “New induction of two stroke rickshaws is completely banned and after the deadline of June 2007, the existing ones will be impounded.” However, for big buses, it may be difficult to remove them as 80 per cent of the total population travel through these buses and there is no alternative against these vehicles.


When asked about proper bus stops, he answered, “When route permits were given to the buses, bus stops were not mentioned, which has caused this problem and it is not our responsibility to issue route permits, therefore traffic police can do nothing in this regard unless proper bus stops are mentioned in the route permits.”

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 12/12/2006)
Minibus operators block roads in Banaras

KARACHI, Dec11: The main Banaras Chowk remained blocked for about three hours (from 7am to 10am ) on Monday as a result of transporters' protest against, what they described as, police’s apathy towards their problems.


The protesters said that three of their passenger vehicles were looted by armed men near the Ajab Khan police check-post, Banaras, on Sunday. The robbers also stabbed and wounded the driver and the conductor of a minibus, but the police concerned failed to arrest the culprits, they said.


The drivers had also blocked the same chowk on Sunday evening and the traffic was diverted to the Metroville road, but on Monday morning the Metroville road was also blocked. The transport operators parked their vans in the middle of the chowk an did not let any vehicles move past, which also led to a scuffle among drivers.


Drivers told Dawn that dacoits had looted the passengers and the crew of the vehicles at gunpoint, but the police had failed to arrest the suspected persons. They said that a driver, Waris, and a conductor, Seraj Khan, were stabbed with daggers and wounded by the robbers when the victims tried to resist their robbery attempt.


They said the passengers of minibuses JE 9467, JE9964, JE1647, all of the W-25 route, and P-3056 had been looted. They alleged that such incidents were on the rise on the main raod from Paposh Nagar to Raees Amrohvi Colony in Orangi Town and robbers were in connivance with the police otherwise the culprits would have been nabbed.


However, due to the blockage of the roads people, especially students and employees of various government departments and private organizations, faced great hardship in reaching their destinations as they remained stuck in their vehicles. The worst affected were small children and women.


The road was later opened on the intervention of leaders of transporters' organizations. Some policemen in a pickup appeared there. But the agitators forced them to leave the scene.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 12/12/2006)

Consultant proposes IPI gas price

ISLAMABAD: The international consultant has proposed to three countries — Iran, Pakistan and India — a principle based on Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) prices in Japan, under which the price of the Iranian gas has been estimated between $4.50 to 5.50 per MMBTU, a senior government official told The News.


Pakistan had proposed December 11-12 for a trilateral meeting to Iran at the Joint Working Group level to negotiate the gas price based on the pricing mechanism proposed in the report of Singapore-based International Consultant Gafney Cline. However, Iranian authorities have shown their inability to holding the trilateral meeting on the dates recently proposed by Pakistan saying they are officially engaged during these dates.


“The crucial meeting would be scheduled very soon with the consent of the three stakeholder countries,” he said. The three countries had agreed in August 2006 at New Delhi on appointing a consultant to try to resolve the dispute over the price of the $7.2 billion IPI gas pipeline project. Iran wanted to link the gas price to the LNG and crude oil, while the buyers — Pakistan and India — jointly sought a price band with a floor and ceiling.


Under the New Delhi decision the three nations jointly appointed Gafney Cline to study the pricing issue. The official said the consultant has proposed a principle for determining the gas price based on the average price of the LNG in Japan, which ranges between $8 to 10 per MMBTU.


“Gafney Cline in the report has said the LNG is the value added product of raw gas and if the cost of the LNG is omitted, the price of raw gas ranges between $4.50 to 5.50 per MMBTU. He said the cost in producing the LNG, which is a value added product of gas, stands at about $4.50 per MMBTU. The total cost of the LNG of $8 to 9 involves the 50 per cent cost of the raw gas that stands at $4.50 to 5.50 per MMBTU.


Cline argued that Iran wants to sell its raw gas to Pakistan and India not the LNG, so the cost of value added product of LNG should be subtracted and cost of raw gas should be the price of Iranian gas.


The official said that in the next much awaited and crucial trilateral meeting, the three countries would hold talks on gas prices and the international consultant will also give his presentation based on the report about the gas pricing mechanism.


The official feared that Iran might not accept the proposed principle of the international consultant, as the report by Cline is not binding on the three countries. Iran had offered $8 per MMBTU gas, but both the buyer countries — India and Pakistan — had declined it. However, the three countries had agreed to appoint an international consultant to conduct a study report on gas pricing.


Pakistan wants to strike a deal on the gas price for the Iranian gas seriously based on the recommendations of the international consultant as it has no alternative to gas to cater to its energy demands, except oil, which is very costly. As far as India’s seriousness is concerned, the official apprehended that Delhi might not become part of the pipeline project. The official said India seemed to have used the talks on the IPI gas pipeline project to expedite the civil nuclear deal with the US, which has been struck now. Moreover, India has an alternative to gas, which is coal, as India has managed to develop its coal sector whereas Pakistan is yet to develop its coal sector to cater to its future energy needs.


The official said India has no gas transmission and distribution network system as has been developed in Pakistan and to receive the Iranian gas, India needs about $15 billion investment to develop its gas transmission and distribution network. “These are the main reasons that India does not seem active to import gas from Iran,” the official said.


He argued that India has not so far included the import of Iranian gas in its energy security plan whereas import of gas from Iran is included in Pakistan’s energy plan. It means India is not serious and has used the IPI gas pipeline to get maximum benefits from the US, which does not want materialisation of the mega project.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 13/12/2006)
Old poles create traffic hurdle in Orangi

KARACHI, Dec 12: The closure of a road in ‘L’ Block, Orangi has diverted traffic to main Shahrah-i-Orangi, which is also under construction.


Electric poles in the middle of the road near Chishti Nagar have created further problems for motorists. The KESC authorities are yet to remove the poles. Prior to completion of work on Shahrah-i-Orangi, the town administration officials closed the ‘L’ Block road. This has caused obstructions and created hurdles in traffic flow on this road that caters to vehicles plying on eight different routes.


All this traffic is now plying on a single uncarpeted track of main Orangi road, which is already in a dilapidated state. The additional vehicles have brought heavy traffic pressure on this track.


This scribe observed long vehicles could hardly manoeuvre because of the electric poles, these poles also pose a serious threat to peoples’ lives.

(Dawn-17, 13/12/2006)

Minister for speedy switch to CNG buses

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Environment, Dr. Sagheer Ahmed, has labeled the smoke emitting public transport vehicles a serious health hazard and has called on them to be replaced with environment-friendly CNG vehicles. He urged everyone to develop a civic sense and contribute in whatever way they could to the betterment of the environment. 


He was speaking at a reception given by Landi Renzo (Pakistan), the Italian CNG component maker, to welcome the team of the Volkswagen Caddy Eco-Fuel World Tour car that is attempting to go into the Guinness’ Book of Records by going around the world in 180 days only on CNG. 


Regarding the exponential growth of the CNG industry in Pakistan, he said, “currently CNG is fueling over 1.1 million vehicles in Pakistan and the figure is increasing with each passing day. 


The team leader and driver of the car, Reiner Zeitlow, is already a world record holder for driving a Volkswagen Tureg up a Chilean volcano. He gave a very interesting presentation of his journey thus far, showing sights of various countries he passed through. Thirty-seven years old Rainer Zietlow, the man who is attempting to reach a new Guinness’ World Record, said, “I am really enjoying my visit to Pakistan and appreciation of the people here has fueled me enough to finish rest of the tour. I love the Pakistan and its people. 


Chairman Landi Renzo in a special message read out during the ceremony stated that Pakistan had gained a high priority in our worldwide business circle and we will invest heavily to cater the increasing demand of CNG systems here. 


Marco Pinto, the Italian Trade Commissioner in Pakistan welcomed the establishment of the world renowned Landi Renzo facility in Pakistan and said it had opened new vistas in trade collaboration between Pakistan and Italy. 


General Manager, Master Motors, M. Suleman announced Volkswagen AG the Europe’s largest automobile manufacturer and world’s No.4 has decided to enter the Pakistan automobile market. 


To promote VW products, Master Motor, a subsidiary of the Master Group of Industries, is establishing state of art workshops and showrooms according to Volkswagen standards in Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad and Faisalabad and would be looking for highly qualified ‘3S’ dealership in important towns in Pakistan.

(The News-4, 13/12/2006)
Steel flyovers at all busy intersections

KARACHI, Dec 13: Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil has said the city government is considering installing steel flyovers with the help of Japan government at all busy intersections of the metropolis to ease out traffic.


Addressing at a workshop on “Karachi flyover study in line with Karachi strategic master plan” organised by the Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO) in collaboration with the city government on Wednesday, she said a mass transit system was must for any mega city of the world.


Highlighting the transport problems in Karachi, she said at present some 1.5 million vehicles were registered in the city and some 300 to 400 new vehicles were being added to the city’s traffic daily.


She said all mega cities had effective rail-based public transport system, which helped in maintaining smooth flow of traffic.


Besides the signal-free corridor that covers three underpasses and four flyovers, seven overhead bridges were also being constructed for facilitating commuters and pedestrians.


She said the city government was considering installation of steel-made flyovers in cooperation with Japan government in all the areas facing traffic congestions.


Nasreen Jalil said it was a welcome sign that several organisations were making joint efforts for the development of Karachi. She said the city government was extending full cooperation to all organisations working for the city’s infrastructure.


The collective efforts of the city government and the JETRO would result in improvement of infrastructure development, she said.


Representatives of JETRO Shigeki Takahashi, Hiroyuki Miyakawa, Harauo Takeda and EDO Transport Muhammad Athar and others also spoke on the occasion.

(Dawn-19, 14/12/2006)

Transporters tell adviser problems


KARACHI, December 13: A meeting was held here between the Pakhtoon Action Committee and government officials in the office of Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister for Home Waseem Akhtar to discuss problems faced by the transporters.


The meeting presided over by Adviser Waseem Akhtar was also attended by Home Secretary Ghulam Muhammad Muhtaram, Secretary for Transport Nasir Hayat, CCPO of Karachi Tariq Jameel, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, DIG for Operations Mushtaq Shah, DIG for Traffic Falak Khursheed, DIG for Motorway Police Khursheed Alam Bukhari and others.


Shahi Syed of the Pakhtoon Action Committee Loya Jirga, Amir Nawab Khan, Karachi Transport Ittehad General Secretary Syed Mehmood and others represented the transporters.


The meeting in detail discussed problems faced by transporters and agreed to solve them with mutual consultation. On the occasion, Karachi Transport Ittehad General Secretary Syed Mehmood, and Amir Nawab Khan of the Loya Jirga were nominated as members of the Traffic Management Board so that traffic issues could be solved with their consultation.


On the occasion, the representatives of the Action Committee were told that many of their problems were being mulled over. The representatives expressed satisfaction over the talks, and said that they would decide about withdrawing their strike call of December 15 at a meeting of the Pakhtoon Action Committee.


It was agreed at the meeting that contacts and consultation would continue in the future to help solve problems.

(Dawn-18, 14/12/2006)

SHC seeks report on shifting of bus terminals

KARACHI, Dec 14: The Sindh High Court has asked the city district government to submit a report on the shifting of inter-city buses and bus stands from inside the city. A bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Sajjad Ali Shah observed on Wednesday while hearing a petition moved by transporters that no inter-city bus should be allowed to pick or drop passengers at Lyari, Saddar, the old sabzimandi (fruit and vegetable market) or any other area in the city.


City district counsel Manzoor Ahmed informed the bench that the Baldia Town terminal set up for Quetta-bound buses on the RCD Highway was fully operational with all the necessary facilities. Most of the transporters had shifted their vehicles from the various city areas but individual operators were still trying to ply their buses from within the city.


The bench remarked that a strict view be taken of the violation of the ban on operating inter-city buses and the transporters should use the new terminal and the facilities made available to them and the passengers there at a considerable expense to the public exchequer.


The bench was informed that work was in full swing on the new terminals on the National and Super highways at Malir, Pirabad (Korangi) and Nazimabad for vehicles plying between Karachi and upcountry and between the city and the interior of Sindh and that they were likely to be functional very soon.


The bench said there was an urgent need to ease the worsening traffic situation and pending the construction of new terminals, which may take time, makeshift bus stands be set up at the defunct Karachi Road Transport Corporation depots, which have already been ordered to be vacated by the police and rangers.


The city district government was asked to submit a report on the shifting of the Quetta-bound vehicles and the bus stands for other intra-provincial and inter-provincial buses. Further hearing was adjourned to December 18.

(Dawn-17, 15/12/2006)

Row over jurisdiction ruins roads in Jauhar

KARACHI, Dec 15: The Gulshan town administration and Faisal Cantonment Board are not ready to own the responsibility of roads in Gulistan-i-Jauhar.


Almost the entire road network has eroded and the locality needs major road carpeting while the authorities seem to have turned a blind eye towards the issue.


“There is not a single road which can be described motorable,” residents say.


Potholes and craters of varying sizes from Jauhar More up to the Met Office have created immense difficulties for motorists to ply on the roads. Nevertheless, the double road linking University Road and Jauhar Chowrangi is impassable. The two-way traffic on one track poses threat to the lives of motorists, motorcyclists and passers-by. Similar conditions prevail on the road from Jauhar Chowrangi up to the road leading to ASF Headquarters.


The condition of small bridge linking Gulistan-i-Jauhar with PIA Township is also fragile which could result in any major mishap if the concerned authorities fail to take immediate measures. “The roads in small villages of interior Sindh are of much better condition than the roads in Jauhar,” says Shahid Husain, a resident of the area.


The portion of Rashid Minhas Road from COD to Askari-IV and Stadium Road from Dalmia to National Stadium, located in cantonment area, were widened and carpeted by the previous city government. The lethargy of the authorities concerned towards the citizens and their problems reflected how taxpayers were treated by the government, said a resident of Gulistan-i-Jauhar.

(Dawn-19, 16/12/2006)

Accidents claim five lives

KARACHI, Dec 15: Five persons died in accidents in different parts of the city since late Thursday night.


An elderly woman, Maimoona, and a young girl, Aysha, died and two others were injured when their car bumped into an electric pole on M.A. Jinnah Road late Thursday night.


Police said the family was returning from a wedding ceremony in Lines Area when their car skidded and hit the pole. The woman died on the spot.


Aysha and two other girls were shifted to a nearby private hospital, where she succumbed to her wounds. Two young girls also received injuries who were admitted for treatment.


A duty officer of the Preedy police station said the ill-fated car (W-7557) was driven by Muhammad Hanif, the son of Maimoona. As a result of the accident, he lost his mother and his niece Aysha.


The duty officer said Mr Hanif, who is an office-bearer of Gul Plaza traders association, did not lodge any FIR saying that it was purely accidental.


In Guru Mandir, a young motorcyclist Muhammad Sajjad lost his life when he was hit by a speeding vehicle.


A coach overturned on Lasbella Bridge and two passengers fell into Lyari River on Thursday night.


The coach overturned while avoiding a pillar of the Lyari Expressway erected in the middle of the bridge and as a result Khalid and Latif who were sitting precariously on its rooftop fell into the river. The bodies were later recovered.

(Dawn-17, 16/12/2006)

11 held as police, protesters play hide-and-seek

KARACHI: Contrary to the decision by the Loya Jirga on Friday whereby it had been promised that the protesters would be left alone if they decided to leave the Super Highway and lift the blockade, protesters again came on to the Super Highway and blocked the traffic. 


On Friday night when the tense situation further worsened, senior officers talked to the members of the Pakhtoon Action Committee. Ameer Zawar, Member of the Pukhtoon Action Committee stated that at night the senior police officers came and met them and promised them to release the protesters if they vacated the Super Highway and after their promise they went to the place of enraged mob and assured them that the arrested persons would be released soon and thus opened the road to vehicular traffic. 


However, when on Saturday morning the police did not release the protestors, they again occupied the Super Highway and blocked the road for vehicular traffic. After four hours, around 4 pm, after the interference of members the Super Highway was again opened to traffic and the protesters were satisfied that the protesters would be released.


According to a report, the strike once again highlighted the importance of the Karachi Circular Railway and on the strike day a loss of Rs2.5billion to industry once again showed that depriving a mega-urban city like Karachi of alternative public transport facilities was not only an intolerable mistake in terms of civic, human and social parameters but also an alarming issue in purely economic terms. Had the Karachi Circular Railway been revived this year as ordered by President Musharraf two years back, the situation would surely have not so bad so to cause industry colossal loss to the tune of Rs2.5billion per day. 


The report added that, “It is one of the nature’s tough laws that whoever refuses to learn from simple facts has to learn through hard kicks. The Friday strike was not a new situation, as in past also Karachi had faced such embarrassing setbacks during strikes, political disturbances and torrential rains. It is intriguing that our policymakers are yet to realise the impact of these colossal losses in civic, social, administrative, political and economic terms by putting all eggs in one basket. The road-based public transport has many merits and advantages, but sole reliance on it in a mega-urban city and industrial hub like Karachi has repeatedly proved to be a blunder”.


The normally bustling industrial areas of SITE, Landhi-Korangi, F B Area, North Karachi and other localities wore a deserted look on Friday due to absence of labour. It is a pity that the industrial areas like SITE are not linked with the KCR network, and had this rail-based transport system been working, the labour force would have easily reached Landhi, Nazimabad, Site, Shershah, Gulbai, KPT, West Wharf and other industrial areas. 


11 HELD: Jackson police was informed that a group of protesters had come on to the main MT Khan Road and blocked the road to vehicular traffic. The police rushed to the spot and tried to the have the blockade vacated but the protesters started pelting stones due which the police mobile of KPT police station was damaged and PC Abid Hussain was injured. The police after resistance caught Nawab Saeed, Samar Ali, Siddiq Akber, Maula Daad, Fazal, Fazal Subhan while the others escaped and cleared the road for the general public. 


Preedy police on information of protesters went to Dawood Pota Road and after a resistance clear the road from protesters and arrested one Kaleemullah. However, Korangi police was informed that protesters had blocked a road in Bengali market and were protesting. The police rushed to the spot and arrested Piauddin, Akal Shah, Riaz Khan and Saeedullah while the others escaped and cleared the road. Several arrests were made in other police stations of the city.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-4. 17/12/2006)
Hasan Square, Karsaz flyovers to be opened before Eid

KARACHI: The Karsaz and Hasan Square flyovers will be opened to vehicular traffic before Eid-ul-Azha. 


This was informed to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at a briefing given to him during his visit to different areas of the city on Sunday, undertaken to inspect the under construction roads and uplift projects before leaving for Seoul on the invitation of Korean Government, a statement said. 


Work on construction of roads in the surrounding areas of the underpasses has been initiated at a rapid pace. Sewerage and storm-water drainage pipes have been laid and these roads will also be opened to traffic before Eid, it was also informed. 


Mustafa Kamal has asked the concerned official to accelerate the pace of work on New MA Jinnah Road, Shahrah-e-Pakistan and other ongoing development projects and also complete those, who near completion, before Eid. 


He asked to depute maximum machinery and additional workforce on all such development projects for their early completion and benefit the citizen during the Eid. 


In his visit, he also briefed by officials on all projects separately and inspected the pace of work. 


On his visit to Shahrah-e-Pakistan, he said that the sewerage system along with the road has been replaced with new pipelines and the work had also been completed. He asked the officials to accelerate the pace of work and install more machinery and staff for its early completion before Eid. 


During the inspection of Sohrab Goth Flyover, he also directed to develop all surrounding roads into good condition for the smooth flow of traffic, as did last year. 


He also visited the roads between North Nazimabad and Super Highway and Malir to Super Highway which link with Cattle Mandi located on Super Highway and also directed staff to complete the carpeting work for the betterment of buyers visiting Cattle Market. 


He also asked to accelerate the pace of work at New MA Jinnah Road and open it as soon as possible. 


Later, Mustafa Kamal along with DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman also visited Altaf Hussain Baralvi Road, Pak Colony Road, Garden Road and Shahrah-e-Orangi and instructed staff to speed up the work. He asked the DCO to visit all development sites on Monday and review the pace of work.

(The News-4, 18/12/2006)
Revival of Karachi Circular Railway


KARACHI was served by the main line local rail services from Landhi to the Karachi City even before 1947. Diesel trams from the steps of he Karachi Cantonment Station served as the most convenient interface for the commuters, coming to work in Karachi's downtown areas, to easily reach almost all the inner-city destinations at a very economical fare, saving time in commuting.


The KCR was proposed by 1952 MRVP Master Plan when Karachi was the capital of Pakistan. This started from the Malir cantonment branch and passed through Sohrab Goth, Nagin Chowrangi, Sher Shah, rejoining the main railway line at Tower.


The Pakistan Railways built the KCR in 1964 from the Drigh Road station, apparently aimed at creating the central rail terminal at Gilani, to serve the Federal Capital area, then planned in the present Federal B and C area.


This plan suffered a setback after the federal capital was shifted to Islamabad. Thus the KCR failed in its designed purpose and was finally closed down in 1999 after heavy financial losses.


These losses were also primarily due to the fact that most of the city's major travel corridors were at right angles to its alignment, e.g., University Road, Super Highway, North Karachi, Orangi and Saddar.


The 1987-91 World Bank consultants study under KSDP also recommended to discontinue KCR services as the rider ship anticipated through the computer-generated model was found to be negligible to justify any investment. However, small portions of the KCR were utilised by their plan of exclusive busway network.


Their Priority Corridor #4 from Karachi Cantonment to Landhi was the same which was already served through PR main line local train services, while Corridor # 2 from Cantonment to Orangi was partly to replace the diesel trams since dismantled.


In view of the above position, it is doubtful if any BOT company will ever think of offering any investment on the revival of the KCR.


In view of this position, the loan of $800m offered by Japan may be utilised for making part of the basement level subway from Tower, along M.A. Jinnah Road, to Jahangir Quarters, where metro and central bus terminal may be built, to be further extended later, as proposed by the RTC in 1975 and approved by the CCI, for study by foreign experts. A feasibility study for this may be initiated before any investment.


S.M.H. RIZVI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 18/12/2006)

Key flyovers to be opened before Eid: Hassan Square, Karsaz projects

KARACHI, Dec 17: The Karsaz and Hassan Square flyovers will be opened for vehicular traffic before Eidul Azha, while work on New M.A. Jinnah Road and Shahrah-i-Pakistan is nearing completion.


This was stated by officials of the contracting companies and Works and Services Department of the city government during a briefing to City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Sunday.


Before leaving for Seoul, the nazim visited sites of different uplift projects being carried out by the city government to review the pace of work. He visited all the three underpasses and three flyovers in the signal-free corridor from SITE to Airport, New. M.A. Jinnah Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan, roads leading to cattle market, Sohrab Goth flyover, roads in Pak Colony, Orangi and other areas.


At Liaquatabad underpass site, the nazim was briefed about the progress made so far in the first signal-free corridor project.


The nazim directed the contractor concerned and works and services department to open Karsaz and Hassan Square flyovers for vehicular traffic before Eid to facilitate citizens. Upon which, he was informed that Karsaz Flyover and Hassan Square Flyover would be opened before Eid for public while the carpeting on surrounding roads of the underpasses was in full swing. The sewerage system has also been laid and all the link roads would also be opened for vehicular traffic before Eidul Azha, it was further informed.


He directed officials concerned to accelerate the pace of work on New M.A. Jinnah Road, Shahrah-i-Pakistan and other ongoing uplift projects to complete them before Eid. In this regard, he asked to depute additional workforce on all such projects for early completion.


Mr Kamal maintained that proper sewerage and storm-water drainage systems would be ensured in all uplift projects. He was informed that sewerage system along Shahrah-i-Pakistan had been replaced with new pipelines.


At Sohrab Goth Flyover, the nazim directed to construct and carpet all surrounding roads before Eid for smooth flow of traffic. He also visited roads leading to the temporary cattle market and directed staff to complete the carpeting work.


Later, the nazim along with DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman also visited Altaf Hussain Barelvi Road, Pak Colony Road, Garden Road and Shahrah-i-Orangi and instructed staff to expedite the work. He directed the DCO Karachi to visit all uplift projects on Monday and review the pace of work in his absence.

(Dawn-14, 18/12/2006)

Three underpasses to be opened by next month

KARACHI: The three under construction underpasses — Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gharibabad — are likely to be opened to vehicular traffic by mid of January next year.


Disclosing this to The News Project Director Tameer-e-Karachi Programme Rauf Akhtar Faruqi said the city government plans to open both the tracks of these major underpasses in the middle of January 2007.


When asked about the huge potholes beneath Liaquatabad Flyover, he said this was still in the process of completion and it was just opened to facilitate the commuters. This bad patch causes small and big accidents daily as some or other vehicle gets a big bump while passing with speed through this patch. 


To another question about a sort of dust storm all along the roads of these underpasses he said this situation would prevail till these roads were carpeted by mid of January. The city Nazim had claimed during various press conferences that these projects would be inaugurated by President Musharraf by the end of this year.


As per contract terms these underpasses were scheduled to be completed by July this year and the contractor was supposed to be panelized in case of delay, however, none of the contractors has been asked about the delay in these projects.


There is a likelihood that the three underpasses will be closed to vehicular traffic after Eid for three to four days for carpeting. At present due to uneven roads, littered with potholes and depressions, motorists have to face lots of problems. 


The City government spokesman said the city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had directed to open these underpasses to facilitate the citizens before Eid-ul-Azha, though lots of improvement work is needed on these development projects.


He particularly referred to the Liaquatabad underpass, which, he said, was in the process of completion. The spokesman said the Nazim had given December 31 as the deadline to complete this signal-free corridor and just before Eid. The three above-noted underpasses, Hasan Square Flyover and Karsaz Flyover will be completed.


This whole corridor will be completed with all its lighting, cat’s eye marking and all the lanes will be marked with machines. The Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Nazim, Wasay Jalil, has said the Hasan Square Bridge will be opened by the new year. 


Work on it, he said, progressing steadily and that an alternative traffic route had been chalked out. This was stated by him during a visit to the Hasan Square Flyover. The town Nazim has appealed to the citizens to extend all-out cooperation and follow the alternative routes.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 19/12/2006)
Traffic police put off drive under pressure

KARACHI, Dec 18: The campaign against vehicles with tinted glass, revolving lights, fancy registration number plates, hooters, etc. has been deferred again apparently due to political considerations.


“The police have started shying away from checking such violations because often a violator turns out to be an influential person and in such situations, senior police officials do not stand behind the policeman on the scene. Instead, the hierarchy suspends the poor cop,” says a traffic sergeant requesting anonymity.


Sources in the police department said that the campaign was planned to be launched before the last Eidul Fitr but it was feared that high tempers often shown by the fast-observing people would make any action counter productive.


Owing to the apprehension, the campaign was put off till the conclusion of the military equipment exhibition, the Ideas 2006, a senior police official had told Dawn before the exhibition.


However, the campaign has apparently fallen prey to political considerations.


During the initial period of the tenure of former city police chief Niaz Ahmed Siddiqui, a vigorous campaign had been launched against the vehicles violating such rules. It had proved successful to such an extent that people had voluntarily started removing the tinted glass while police were sending the defiant drivers and vehicle-owners to lock-ups.


It was perhaps for the first time that a large number of people, especially youth, had to spend at least one night behind the bars for the offence committed in a posh area like Clifton, besides in other localities.


However, like in the case of other such campaigns, police again failed to resist the pressures, especially from political figures, and had to stop the campaign abruptly, although it was proving a success, when Clifton police stopped a federal minister’s car.


Though he was not riding the car at that time, the minister rushed to the scene from his home to get his car released. It was only after the intervention by the then provincial home minister that the police released the car.


The episode marked the end of the campaign suggesting that as long as ministers and politicians would continue to resist abiding by the traffic rules, such drives would end up in a similar manner.


On several occasions, senior police officers, as well as some ministers, have publicly admitted that vehicles with tinted glass are widely used in committing crimes.


These days, violation of the traffic rule is rampant to such an extent that people have started getting their vehicles’ windscreens tinted.


“Now a vehicle with its windscreen and other glass screens tinted, protects its driver and other occupants from getting exposed to people outside,” remarked a senior police officer, who added: “such a vehicle becomes most suspicious but usually policemen would not stop it as it amounts to inviting trouble.”

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-19, 19/12/2006)

VVIP movement causes massive traffic congestion

KARACHI, Dec 18: A severe traffic jam was witnessed again on Monday evening on account of VVIP movement in the city bringing hardships to the countless people who were stuck on the roads in public and private transport.


The problem was caused by the closure of certain roads to provide security to President Musharraf who made an unannounced visit to the city.


Police blocked Club Road and part of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road to keep them clear before the president’s arrival.


On Monday evening, police started removing vehicles from the service lanes of Sharea Faisal, a standard procedure adopted by the police ahead of VVIP movement in the city.


A traffic mess then ensued on Metropole, Fountain, Sarwar Shaheed Road, arts council, and Shaheen Complex intersections. Hundreds of vehicles remained stuck for hours in the jam.


The impact of the clogging was also felt on Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Sharea Faisal, and M. A. Jinnah Road and the traffic police appeared helpless in clearing the thoroughfares. Many desperate motorists turned towards narrow streets to get out of the mess but only aggravated the situation.


I. I. Chundrigar Road was also blocked with vehicles while a heavy load of traffic was witnessed on Sharea Faisal where vehicles moved bumper-to-bumper. Its impact was even felt on M.A. Jinnah Road and Burnes Road where traffic barely moved at a snail’s pace.


Long queues were seen along the dual carriageway of M. A. Jinnah Road whichis a wide road, but it was clogged with all types of vehicles. Traffic police personnel at each traffic signal were regulating traffic manually after switching off the signal lights. This slowed traffic movement and eventually made it difficult for the police to clear the mess.

(Dawn-17, 19/12/2006)

Foreign firms keen to run KCR


KARACHI, Dec 19: Sindh Minister for Transport, Labour and Industry Adil Siddiqui on Tuesday said the government was paying serious attention to developing public transport infrastructure, and Japanese and other foreign firms were keen to run the Karachi Circular Railway system.


Talking to various delegations at his office, he said that these investors were keen to run trains on the KCR loop. He said that the government was mulling offers of these investors.


He further said that Korean firm Daewoo had offered to run inter-city and intra-city bus service in Karachi.


He said that offers of Korean, Japanese and other foreign firms in running the KCR and road transport were result of efforts of the present government.

(Dawn-18, 20/12/2006)

Closed road troubles public

KARACHI, Dec 19: The main Orangi roads at Chishti Nagar and L block have been closed for traffic due to construction work. The buses plying on routes UTS No 37 and 1D have shortened their route, and are now plying up to Block L chowk, which is causing problems for the passengers of different localities.


Construction work on main Shahrah-i-Orangi is in progress since a long time. The alternate road that was used by traffic was that of L Block which was closed a few days ago. Transporters have no alternative except limit their service till L- Block Chowk.


The mini-buses are plying on the narrow streets of Raees Amrohvi Colony, which are not wide enough to accommodate these vehicles and their drivers are forced to take sharp turns. Residents of the locality talking to this scribe demanded the L Block Road be kept open till the completion of the Chishti Nagar Road.


Residents complained that with closure of UTS service, the rush of passengers on the minibuses had increased tremendously, and sometimes it became very difficult to negotiate in the narrow streets with passengers hanging on to the footboards of vehicles.


When this scribe asked the labourers working on the road’s construction why it was closed, they said traffic could not be allowed on the newly constructed culverts in Chishti Nagar area at least for the next 30 days.

(Dawn-19, 20/12/2006)

Chundrigar Road closure may be the last resort

KARACHI: The beautification plan of I.I.Chundrigar Road, the city’s key arterial road in the business district, is set to kick off from January with twin possibilities — work either being done zone-wise or the road being closed altogether for the project.


Official sources say the project will be completed in eight months but they don’t rule out the possibility of this timeframe being stretched to one year or beyond due to unforeseen circumstances.


Out of four contractors who took part in the bidding process, two have been short-listed who had quoted the lowest bids, sources told this reporter.


The Frontier Works Organization (FWO) refrained from giving the bid, citing its preoccupation with other big schemes. The estimated cost of the project is a little less than Rs250 million.


The sources said the city government will try to persuade the contractors to bring down the project cost even further.


The steering committee of State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has recently nominated a project director for the beautification plan and the city government could start work once the committee gives them the green light, the sources said.


The steering committee will decide which contractor gets the job. 


An alternative route for traffic diversion is also yet to be decided.


A new proposal which has lately emerged and is winning support is to build two or three pedestrian bridges over this road to facilitate citizens in crossing it during peak hours. 


Official sources claimed that M T Khan Road was nearing completion for which the target was December 31. The Chundrigar Road project depends much on this road’s completion. 


If the authorities opt for Chundrigar Road’s closure, an alternative route will be decided after a meeting with traffic police bosses.


The KESC has already been asked to relocate its high- and low-tension lines. Under the plan, the KESC cables are to be laid beneath the pavement. 


Citizens, however, have reasons to doubt the timeframe cited for project completion will be met. The three underpasses are a case in point. While initially they were billed to be completed within four months, they still remain unfinished schemes.


They feel that the fate of Chundrigar Road project will not be too different from the new M.A. Jinnah Road which got delayed inordinately. 


Not much dissimilar is the situation of flyovers being built in different city locations. The citizens want the city government to get over with these projects speedily. 


With the nation’s biggest stock exchange and central bank located on this thoroughfare, as also other financial institutions, money dealers and newspaper offices, Chundrigar Road is the hub of Karachi’s trade and commerce. 


They feel that if this arterial road is closed for a long period, it will create chaos all around, with businesses incurring losses and traffic clogging up in adjoining areas.


The financial institutions, whose steering committee is partly funding the beautification plan, want public transport to be banned on this road for security reasons.


But if this ban is to come into force after the completion of this road, it will greatly inconvenience the citizens. At the time the road was partly dug up, the authorities promised to run an efficient shuttle service. But except for the initial days, one hardly gets to see coaster buses of this service plying the road.


How the authorities come to grips with this aspect once work on the beautification plan starts is anybody’s guess.


Sources said the blueprint of the beautification plan will be completely changed due to high-rise buildings and motels planned on this road. This could necessitate a change in the structure and design of the road as well, and ultimately allow the project cost to escalate.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 20/12/2006)
An elusive subterranean cure for the parking blues

KARACHI: Whether it’s Tariq Road, Zainab Market, Gulf or any other street that houses shopping centres in Karachi, car parking presents a huge headache for shoppers. Visitors have to endure a lot of hardship in their search for a parking space for their vehicle, which is perhaps why many prefer to arrive using public transport instead.


Irate drivers in search for a parking spot are a common sight at the women’s favourite shopping location, the Gulf Shopping Centre.


Strangely, many of these shopping centres have spacious provisions for underground parking that remain unutilised for parking needs. Gulf shopping centre has an underground parking that can accommodate at least 200 vehicles, but, for some reason, consumers are not allowed to use this facility.


“The parking area is reserved only for the owners and shopkeepers of Gulf as well as Cliff and Metro shopping centres. Visitors are not allowed to park inside,” said Mohammad Asif, the Recovery Manager of Gulf market. The manager said that it is a charge-free parking, whereas, contrary to his statement, shopkeepers of the market disclosed that they are being charged Rs.300 per month.


“Previously, visitors were allowed to park their cars inside but later they were restricted from doing so,” said the manager, refusing to reveal the reasons leading to the restriction. “Taking care of so many vehicles is a big responsibility. A few mishaps had taken place in the past due to which it was decided not to allow outsiders to bring their vehicles inside the building,” he said.


A number of shopping centres around Zainab Market also have the same condition. Visitors question why underground parking has been made when its purpose is not fulfilled.


In this regard, Zafar Bhagwanee, President of Victoria Shopping Centre Welfare Association at Zainab Market told The News that parking is available on three floors (4, 5 and 6) of the International Shopping Centre against nominal charges. “But, the problem is that, among these three, one floor is reserved for a nearby petrol pump and the other two are not sufficient for the entire Zainab Market’s parking,” he complained. Bhagwanee said that he had complained to the concerned authorities about the parking problems in the area on several occasions but it had so far been to no avail.


Visitors at Zainab Market say that a clash over a parking-related issue is a daily episode. For example, bike owners protest that the traffic police tow away their bikes even if they have parked rightly, after which they have to go through a very exasperating procedure in order to retrieve their vehicle. 


The situation is similar at Gulf Shopping Centre. Traffic police complains that despite the unmistakable presence of a signboard clearly stating ‘Tow Away Zone,’ people park their vehicles on the main road. Drivers argue that there is no where else to park since the underground parking is not open to them.


“Actually, people have become so lethargic that they don’t bother to walk even for a minute,” commented Hussain Gohar, the Section Officer (SO) at Frere Traffic Section. He was critical of the behaviour of consumers who he said want to park their car right next to the entrance of the place where they will shop.


He also complained that some rude drivers do not follow instructions when they are requested not to park their cars on main road. “They don’t like to be restricted as usually they belong to some ‘strong’ background.”


Although lots of new shopping plazas are being built in Karachi, the old ones have not lost their popularity. Even today, a majority of the buyers move towards Tariq Road or Zainab Market for their shopping needs. However, many have steadily begun to move towards new shopping malls just so that they can avoid the nuisance of parking.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 20/12/2006)
Traffic drive put on hold


IT appears that yet another drive by traffic police in Karachi to apprehend violators of road rules has been nipped in the bud. According to a report in this paper, a long-planned campaign against vehicles with tinted glass, fancy number plates, sirens and revolving lights has once again been put on hold because of “political considerations”. Whatever these might be can be gauged from a similar, initially successful, drive earlier this year that was abruptly called off following an incident in which the police apprehended a minister’s car that had tinted glass. It has been said that such campaigns often flounder on account of interference in police work by certain influentials. This pressure comes not only from those with political clout but also from lobbies such as powerful transport associations resisting action against smoke-emitting vehicles. This is very demoralising for the police force whose members, instead of being rewarded for their diligence, are often rebuked for attempting to take action against high-ups or those with influence in places that matter.


For any kind of accountability across the board, it is not only politicians who should desist from breaking the rules or becoming aggressive on being accosted by a police officer. High-ranking police officials, too, should ensure that they stay above any kind of pressure. It is up to them to back their junior officers if they are carrying out their duties in an honest, efficient and impartial manner. Unfortunately, in an atmosphere where many legislators act against the rules and where law-enforcers feel that they have no option but to condone offences for fear of their own jobs, no traffic campaign can be successful in the long run. It is only by shedding discriminatory attitudes and ensuring that no one is above the law that a depoliticised culture can evolve.

(Dawn-7, 21/12/2006)

City council demands 25pc cut in POL prices

KARACHI, Dec 20: The City Council on Wednesday expressed concern over reports that the government was considering an increase in fuel prices and enhancing its reserves from 21 days and 45 days.


After a heated debate the house adopted a unanimous resolution by adding two amendments which noted with serious concern the fact that despite a 25 per cent cut in fuel prices in the world market, the government had not made any reduction.


Maintaining that fuel prices had been enhanced manifold for the past few years, the council urged the federal government not to enhance fuel prices. Instead, it suggested that fuel prices be cut by at least 25 per cent.


Two amendments resolutions were also moved: One related to a cut in public transport fares was submitted by treasury leader Asif Siddiqui and Sher Afghan while the second one was presented by Opposition leaders Saeed Ghani,Rafiq Ahmed and others. Senior Presiding officer Masood Mehmood tabled the resolutions for debate which were adopted by the house unanimously.


Earlier, when the house resumed its session, second Presiding Officer Ahsan was in chair in the absence of Ms Nasreen Jalil.


Opposition leader Saeed Ghani drew the attention of the chair toward its resolution regarding Diamond Bar City being built in the coastal area of Karachi, saying 1200 acres of land of the city had been allotted to a foreign firm without the consent of its elected representatives. He insisted the issue was an urgent and sensitive one and should be debated first. He said that he had raised the issue during the previous session but the chair did not table the issue, assuring that it would be taken up at a later stage as the house was busy in normal business.


While he was presenting arguments on urgency of the island issue, another Opposition member Rafiq Ahmed stood up and pointed out to the Presiding Officer that he had also submitted several resolutions on urgent issues and they were also not tabled in the house. He said these resolutions related to post-rain situation, street crimes and fuel prices. Mr Rafiq complained that whenever the Opposition side tried to move any burning issue, it had been either bulldozed or sidetracked by the Treasury.


Upon this, Treasury leader Asif Siddqui attacked the Opposition, saying that there was no justification to discuss the post-rain situation at this stage. He said the city government had taken effective measures to mitigate the sufferings of the people. He said there were some problems in Saddar Town and Old City areas due to the old sewerage system which was being addressed by the city government. He also insisted the crime situation was not an urgent issue. So far as the islands issue was concerned, he said the issue was related to the Sindh and the Federal governments and had been taken up at the highest forum.


Pleading that the house members should not raise issues which are not directly concerned with the city government, the Treasury leader assured the Opposition that they were ready to accommodate their positive suggestions provided these were in the interest of citizens. The Opposition members, however, continued their protest. They stood up and repeatedly urged the chair to table their resolutions in the house, particularly on the island issue. Then there was an uproar in the house. The Presiding Officer repeatedly asked the Opposition members to maintain decorum of the house, saying he was ready to listen to their point of view and put their relevant resolutions to debate provided they allow the house to take its normal agenda at first.


While the Opposition was raising a hue and cry, the Treasury members initiated the debate on agenda and passed resolutions congratulating the health committee members for finalising the monitoring committee report for necessary action and sending it CDGK’s EDO health.


The house also adopted a resolution on constitution of a six-member committee regarding the reduction in recovery period 2006-7 for veterinary services department group of officers (agriculture).


The protest by the Opposition was continuing in the house, when the senior Presiding Officer Masood Mehmood took the chair. To the surprise of all members, he tabled a pending resolution of both the Opposition and the Treasury on fuel prices for debate. The Opposition calmed down.


Treasury leader Asif Siddiqi assured the house members that there were senior members on the other side and they wanted to accommodate their views on the development issues, saying that there could be no two views that price-hike in fuel prices had badly affected every citizen.


He said the house should adopt not only a unanimous resolution on fuel prices but also on public transport fares. His sentiments were reciprocated by opposition and treasury member. The amended resolutions were adopted by the house unanimously.


Members who participated in the debate included Abdul Jalil, Mehboob Rehman, Yasmeen Butt, Shahjehan Baloch, Arif Bhatti, Abdul Rasheed, Ghulam Yasin, Dilawar Shah, Waqar Husain, Sulman, Shabana Shaiba and others.


The house also passed a resolution condoling the death of Shaukat Siddiqui, a renowned novel writer of the country.


Later, the council meeting was adjourned indefinately

(Dawn-17, 21/12/2006)

Environment-friendly transport system for Karachi okayed

ISLAMABAD: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP), which met here on Thursday with Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Dr Akram Sheikh in the chair, approved 20 projects worth Rs 23.2 billion, including the foreign exchange component of Rs 2.9 billion.


Out of the 20 projects, the CDWP meeting approved 18 new projects and two ongoing projects with revised costs. Briefing the media after the meeting, spokesman for the Planning Commission Muhammad Asif Sheikh said the CDWP okayed 10 projects of infrastructure valuing Rs 15.3 billion, seven projects in the social sector worth Rs 7.2 billion and three other projects of Rs 700 million.


Giving the breakup of the approved projects, Sheikh said seven projects valuing Rs 6.9 billion are of the Punjab, three projects worth Rs 4 billion of Sindh, one project of Rs 5 billion of the NWFP, three projects of Rs 4.9 billion of Balochistan, one project valuing Rs 0.2 billion of the Northern Areas and five projects costing Rs 6.7 billion are all over the country.


He said all the seven projects located in the Punjab have been approved on a 50:50 cost sharing basis, i.e. the federal government will give Rs 3.45 billion while the rest of the cost would be borne by the provincial government. Of the three Sindh projects one worth Rs 120 million would also be built on the 50:50 basis.


The CDWP meeting approved the construction of two medical towers one each in Islamabad and Karachi. A 14-storeyed medical tower is to be built at the PIMS, Islamabad, at a cost of Rs 2.225 billion, while a 13-storeyed medical tower costing Rs 3.418 billion will be constructed at the JMPC, Karachi.


In the water sector, the CDWP sanctioned two projects valuing Rs 4.539 billion: (i) The Rs 4.267 billion extension of Pat Feeder canal for utilisation of the Indus river water in Balochistan as per the Water Accord 1991; and (ii) The construction of Aujo Escape PD No 135, Lower Nara canal worth Rs 72 million.


In the transport and communications sector, the CDWP meeting approved 10 projects worth Rs 9.380 billion. Out of these, the CDWP sanctioned six projects and recommended four to Ecnec for approval. These projects include construction of Chaudhry Zahoor Ellahi Shaheed bridge over the Chenab river at Shahbazpur in district Gujrat at a cost of Rs 1.131 billion; construction of approach road from Gate 3 of the Prime Minister Secretariat to the helipad of Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad, at a cost of Rs 43.527 billion; addition of 3rd & 4th lanes to the Kashmir Highway from Peshawar to GT Road, Islamabad, costing Rs 300 million; dualisation of Lahore-Kasur Road section Khana-Kasur valuing Rs 2.102 billion; dualisation of the Kasur-Ganda Singh road section under Phase III, costing Rs 545.274 million; construction of an additional bridge near Salgran on Rawalpindi- Murree Kashmir Road at a cost Rs 35.244 million; dual carriageway Gujrat to Salam interchange (Motorway) through Mandi Bahauddin, costing Rs 2.882 billion; carpeting of road from Bhatar More to Fateh Jang in district Attock at a cost of Rs 346.571 million; a private-public partnership-based environment-friendly transport system for Karachi at a cost of Rs 1.688 billion; and construction of a bridge at Tahkot at a cost of Rs 302.60 million.


The meeting also approved two projects worth Rs 214.3 million, i.e. Rs 75.384 million geo-hydrological exploration for development of underground water in the Human-Musheel basin, Chaghi district, Balochistan, and Rs 138 million construction of boundary wall and Site office for Gwadar EPZ.

(The News-1, 22/12/2006)
Rangers hand over bus depot to CDGK

KARACHI: The High Court of Sindh (SHC), was informed on Friday that Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) has completely handed over the bus depot at Model Colony to the City District Government Karachi.


The bench comprising acting Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah was hearing two identical petitions seeking directives to notify bus depots and stands by the authority concerned for inter-city passenger buses or coaches.


Haji Malik Sher of Super and National Highways Bus Owners Welfare Association, and other transporters are among the petitioners. As the matter came up for hearing, Colonel, Syed Ali Zulqarnain Taqi of Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) appeared in pursuance of the SHC’s order and submitted that Rangers has handed over the bus depot at Model Colony to the CDGK.


He submitted that Rangers has also partially handed over the bus depot at Gulistan-e-Jauhar to the CDGK to enable the authority for carrying out development activities at the same. The court put off the proceedings for the date to be fixed by the office.

(The News-4, 23/12/2006)
Malir depot handed over to CDGK, court told

KARACHI, Dec 22: The Pakistan Rangers (Sindh) have vacated the defunct Karachi Road Transport Corporation’s bus depot in Model Colony and handed it over to the city district government for use as bus terminal, the Sindh High Court was told on Friday.


The court had ordered that the KRTC bus depots occupied by the police and Rangers be used as bus terminals for buses plying between Karachi and the interior of Sindh and Punjab.


The order was passed on two petitions seeking ban on entry of inter-city vehicles into the city and the bus stands set up by transporters within the municipal limits to ease the traffic congestion and curb air and noise pollution.


The court had observed that since the Baldia Town terminal set up by the city district government had become functional, the Balochistan-bound buses should not be allowed to enter the city and their mini-stands on University Road and in Lyari and Saddar should be wound up.


Pending construction of permanent terminals for inter-city and inter-provincial buses plying on the National Highway and Super Highway, the KRTC bus depot should be used as terminals.


As the petitions came before a division bench comprising Acting Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Sajjad Ali Shah on Friday, the Pakistan Rangers informed it that the Model Colony bus depot had been handed over to the CDGK. Col Syed Ali Zulqanain Taqi, who represented the Rangers, informed the bench that the bus depot in Gulistan-i-Jauhar had also been partially handed over to the CDGK.


The bench recorded the statement and adjourned further hearing to a date to be fixed by office.

(Dawn-17, 23/12/2006)

Another day of traffic jams

KARACHI, Dec 23: The city witnessed another day of traffic jams on Saturday, when traffic came to a standstill or moved at a snail’s pace in major parts of the city, causing hardship to thousands of commuters.


A host of factors, including dug-up roads and lack of interest on the part of the traffic police, contributed to the frequent and prolonged jams.


In addition to the downtown areas, traffic jam was witnessed in the areas of Liaquatabad, Jail Chowrangi, Tariq Road, Rashid Minhas and Numaish, where commuters suffered inconvenience. Women and children were the worst sufferers as they were stranded in vehicles of public transport as well as private cars.


In the downtown areas traffic crawled on M.A. Jinnah Road, I.I. Chundrigar Road, M.R. Kiyani Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Saddar, and Lucy Star.


Traffic was stuck at Burnes Road and even on Court Road where usually snarls-up do not take place.


The Saddar area seemed to be the worst hit by the traffic muddle where the slow movement continued from afternoon into evening.


The entire network of traffic signals was seen out of order or shut down by the traffic police in order to regulate the traffic.


The city has been facing severe traffic jams for the past several weeks for no concrete reason.


The Saddar area has become prone to traffic jams apparently due to large-scale presence of roadside vendors. Police are making most out of the situation as they extort money from vendors to allow them to do business.


Recently Adviser to Chief Minister on Home Affairs Waseem Akhtar had chaired a meeting of senior officials directing them to remove the encroachments from the Saddar area to ease the traffic situation. However, such a drive is still awaited.


Secondly, irregular parking in Saddar is hindering the traffic flow.


Even double, triple rows of vehicles are seen parked in the Saddar shopping areas leaving little space for the traffic flow.


Moreover police officials posted in the Saddar area are now rarely seen panelizing the violators.


The jams are said to taking place and reoccurring due to a host of reasons. Officials often cite reasons such as to VIP movement, dug-up roads (developmental work), ever-increasing number of vehicles due to leasing and scarcity of manpower in traffic police. It may be pertinent to mention here that on December 21, the DIG traffic imposed a ban on the movement of commercial vehicles on Sharea Faisal during peak rush hours in an effort to ensure smooth flow of traffic.


However, the authorities concerned are yet to act for the rest of the city roads where traffic jams have become almost a daily routine.

(Dawn-17, 24/12/2006)

Troubling traffic statistics

KARACHI: Half-baked plans launched by the city authorities have failed to reduce the rising number of traffic accidents or to streamline traffic on the city’s major thoroughfares. Although for a city of some 13 million people the official figures may not look menacing at first, so far this year there have been 529 fatal accidents in which 593 persons were reported dead. Considering the estimated 10 percent annual rise in population, a corresponding rise in traffic accidents represents a worrying trend. 


Traffic experts have said that the negligence of traffic police, an increasing number of encroachments, the absence of traffic signs and lane markings and a lack of road safety awareness are major reasons for traffic accidents and congestion.


The operators of the city’s public transport, dumper-loader trucks, water tankers and other heavy vehicles are responsible for many traffic accidents and their reckless driving also causes many traffic jams. Traffic police often switch off the traffic lights, and then attempt to control traffic manually.


Rather than focusing on traffic problems or dangerous drivers, the traffic police are well known for stopping heavy vehicles and motorcyclists. They are often not present on duty during their early morning and late night shifts, which can cause accidents and further traffic jams. Drivers are then free to speed, break traffic signals and jump lanes during the rush-hour. 


Despite four flyovers having been constructed on the busy intersections, traffic jams are commonplace on Shahrah-e-Faisal. As a majority of the high-rises have no parking sites, many residents use the narrow service roads to park their cars. 


According to reports, drivers of dumper trucks and other truck drivers do not seem worried by legal consequences and are responsible for about one-third of road accidents occurring in the metropolis. Yet, the police seem incapable of dealing with this threat as most perpetrators are easily able to flee the scene of the accident and are rarely caught later on.


According to an estimate, more than 600 lives are lost due to road accidents in Karachi per-year while over 7,000 people die in road mishaps throughout the country. 


However, reports of speeding buses, trailers, trucks, tankers and dumpers claiming lives of innocents, and the drivers managing to flee after the mishap, have become the order of the day. Not surprisingly, being the biggest city in the country, Karachi also leads in terms of the number of fatal road accidents. 


The traffic police personnel who are assigned the duty of regulating and managing traffic on city’s roads seem unwilling to take any responsibility. If the traffic police made proper use of their authority, which allows them to impound vehicles under Section 279 of PPC on the charge of reckless driving, the number of accidents could be reduced significantly. 


Several years ago, an SSP of the South traffic implemented section 279 of PPC against reckless drivers. During his tenure, the number of traffic accidents was reduced and many drivers began observing traffic laws. 


According to representatives of the Association of Road Users of Pakistan, pedestrian and motorists are equally delinquent and at fault on the roads. Many pedestrians tend to cross the roads with no regard for the flow of traffic, thereby causing accidents. 


They estimated that Pakistan suffered a loss of approximately $1 billion a year as a result of these road accidents. In addition, the social cost, in terms of personal and family trauma and loss, is incalculable. 


They feared that without a proper strategy to address this situation, over the next 12 years the number of fatalities would grow from the current 7,000 per-year to 14,000, which would mean some 40 deaths per-day across the country attributable to road accidents. 


They highlighted the seriousness of the situation and demanded that the authorities, especially those in the traffic police, chalk out a plan on a priority basis to deal with this alarming situation. 


However, traffic jams and congestion in Karachi have become a daily routine for commuters using the city’s major roads. I. I. Chundrigar Road, Shahrah-e-Faisal and M.A. Jinnah Road witness daily bumper-to-bumper traffic causing hardship to citizens returning home from work. 


Furthermore, due to the traffic jams on the main roads, side-roads and service lanes also become choked during the peak rush hours making it difficult for people to reach their homes even when close by. Many ambulances also become entangled in these traffic jams, which increase the risk and suffering patients already face. 


The planning steps thus far proposed or implemented by traffic authorities and the city administration have neither reduced traffic accidents nor been able to streamline the flow of traffic on the city’s major thoroughfares particularly during its peak hours.

(By Salis Bin Perwaiz, The News-4, 24/12/2006)
Vehicle-fitness privatisation planned

KARACHI, Dec 24: The Sindh Ministry of Transport is working on a proposal to privatise vehicles inspection department to improve standards of road worthiness of public transport.


The job of vehicle fitness certification is presently performed by the traffic police amid complaints of corruption and poor standards of vehicle inspection which result in passing vehicles not fit for plying on roads.


Provincial Trasnport Authority Secretary Mohammad Khalid told Dawn on Saturday that the main reason for the move was to improve the condition of vehicles to enhance road safety and check the alarming increase in air pollution caused by the defective and smoke-emitting vehicles.


The provincial government recently launched a drive against unfit vehicles, especially buses and rickshaws, which are causing pollution on roads. The drive was later abandoned on protests from the transporters and shortage of buses, which caused inconvenience to the commuters.


The PTA secretary said that the government believed that the drive against faulty vehicles was not a permanent solution to check pollution and there should be some administrative steps to check the menace of pollution.


Accordingly, there are quite a few proposals under consideration of the Sindh government, which includes public private partnership to carryout the job of vehicle inspection, privatisation of the job or giving the responsibility to the OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturers).


Vice-President of the Sindh Bus Owners Association Haji Ramazan said that the PTA invited offers from private parties mainly those in the transport business who have proper inspection space and the technical gadget used in inspection of vehicles.


He said that the transport ministry was not satisfied with the standard of fitness of vehicles allowed to ply on the city roads. It is believed that the traffic police owing to its enormous duty of controlling traffic and clearing traffic jams on the roads cannot perform the vehicle inspection job seriously. The result is that the standards of road worthiness of vehicles have deteriorated with the passage of time and causing serious accidents, endangering public safety on roads besides causing worst type of pollution injurious to the public health.


He said transporters were also responsible for plying vehicles on roads not complying with safety standards and health safety requirements as they do not properly maintain their vehicles to ensure that they do not emit excessive smoke.


The sale of sub-standard oil in the market, especially one mixed with the cheap smuggled petroleum products at pumps and other outlets.


The PTA is also considering imposing a ban on two-stroke pickups, which are a major cause of air pollution. There is a proposal to prohibit plying of such vehicles on roads and direct the owners to convert their vehicles into four-stroke engines.


The government has already banned registration of two-stroke rickshaws has made it clear that their registration will not be renewed beyond June 30, 2007 if their two-wheelers were not converted to four-stroke engines.

(By Muzaffar Qureshi, Dawn-15, 25/12/2006)

Closure of illegal bus termini ordered

KARACHI, Dec 26: The city transport department has asked transporters plying buses to Balochistan to close the illegal bus termini still in operation in various parts of the metropolis after the opening of the Yusuf Goth terminal.


The department officials warned of action against transport operators who ignore these directives.


A modern intercity bus terminal at Yusuf Goth on RCD Highway, with a capacity of accommodating 125 large intercity buses, was inaugurated on November 18 by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad.


On the occasion, the city government had announced that all illegal bus termini operating in various parts of the metropolis would be removed by November 30, as they said that they had held successful talks with the bus operators.


The deadline has passed and bus operators continue to operate their buses from the illegal bus termini at Old Sabzi Mandi in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, one at Mewashah and one at Lea Market in Lyari.


Taking notice of the violation, Executive District Officer Transport and Communication Department of the city government Muhammad Athar, has asked all operators to remove all illegal bus termini without delay or be prepared for action.


It is learnt the intercity transporters had expressed apprehensions saying the parking capacity in the newly built terminal was insufficient. In meetings with city government officials, they said that more than 500 intercity buses ply between Karachi and destinations in Balochistan.


They said the newly built terminal would be insufficient. An official said the city government had accepted the demand and decided to expand the bus terminal in the second phase to accommodate more buses.


In this respect it had constituted a Terminal Management Committee to oversee the affairs of all bus terminii.


He said the Baldia Town administration had removed encroachments from four acres adjacent to the Yusuf Goth terminus which is built on 10 acres.


The official told this scribe the city government would ensure th entry of intercity buses bound for Balochistan was stopped.


He said a shuttle service from the Yusuf Goth bus terminus to Lea Market had also been introduced to facilitate passengers.

(Dawn-17, 27/12/2006)

Ministry, driver ordered to pay Rs4.88m compensation

KARACHI, Dec 28: Justice Khilji Arif Hussain of the Sindh High Court has decreed over Rs4.88 million as compensation to be paid by the federal ministry of health and a driver employed by it to the father, widow and mother of two persons fatally injured by him in a road accident.


Javed Akhtar Khan, 35, and Saleem Ahmad, 30, who were riding motorcycles, were severely injured when they were hit by a truck on the descending portion of the Nazimabad overhead bridge on May 30, 2003. They died in different hospitals on the following June 24. Javed Khan left behind his father (who sued for damages) and a widow and Saleem Ahmad his widowed mother.


They claimed different sums as compensation totaling over Rs14.37 million through Advocate Nasir Maqsood under the Fatal Accidents Act.


The health ministry and its driver, Munawwar Khan, who was driving a garbage truck carrying federal government hospital waste, were cited as defendants.


The plaintiffs said the truck was being negligently driven when it rammed the stationary motorcycles from behind. The deceased were waiting for green signal before the accident. The ministry was responsible for ensuring roadworthiness of the vehicle and competence of its driver. They lost the only earning members of their families due to the accident. Their counsel also adverted to Article 9 of the Constitution guaranteeing the right to life and the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Ordinance.


The ministry said the driver was duly licensed and was driving the truck diligently. The brakes of the vehicle failed as it descended the bridge and the driver’s attempt to slow it down and save the motorcyclists could not succeed.


The court held that the defendants were liable under the law and awarded compensation amounting to over Rs3.7 million to Javed Akhtar’s father and widow; and over Rs1 million to the mother of Saleem Ahmed together with interest at the rate of 12 per cent till the date of payment.

(Dawn-17, 29/12/2006)

Transporters made to refund excess fare

KARACHI, Dec 29: The Provincial Transport Authority (PTA) and Regional Transport Authority (RTA), along with Traffic Police, conducted raids on inter-city bus termini on Friday to check overcharging by transporters on the eve of Eidul Azha.


Giving details of the drive, PTA secretary Khalid Khan told Dawn that the inspection team visited inter-city bus terminals at Cantonment Station, M. A. Jinnah Road and Sohrab Goth and inquired passengers about the fare charged by the transporters. RTA Secretary Shamim Akhtar was also present.


On complaint from passengers, the team persuaded the transporters to refund Rs200 excess amount charged from each passenger. On M. A. Jinnah Road, transporters were made to refund excessive amount out of Rs250 charged from passengers destined for southern Punjab. The refund was made to about 200 passengers seated in two buses.


The team also visited Toll Plaza on Super Highway and checked overcharging. Mr Khalid said that during the inspection, it was noted that buses plying on Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas and Sangarh routes were not involved in overcharging, which was rampant in buses destined for upper Sindh, Southern Punjab and Central Punjab.


Earlier the PTA issued a public notice warning transporters against indulging in overcharging of fares in defiance of their agreement with the PTA at a meeting held in November.


It may be pointed out that since trains for the upcountry are over-crowded and seats are not available these days, road transport is witnessing an extraordinary rush of travellers proceeding to their home towns to celebrate Eidul Azha with their families.

(Dawn-17, 30/12/2006)

Work on two flyovers completed

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has completed the development work on Karsaz (Sharea Faisal) and Hassan Square flyovers and started carrying out beautification works on side roads besides installing cat-eyes and streetlights. 


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, who visited different development project sites on Thursday, instructed the officials of the Works and Services Department and Parks and Horticulture Department to accelerate the beautification work on these projects. 


He directed the officials concerned to plant maximum number of trees and flowers along the roads from the Site Industrial Area to Karachi Airport (signal-free-corridor) to make the work on these projects more attractive. 


During the visit Kamal said that the signal-free-corridor from the Site Industrial Area to airport would be one of its kind in the city. 


“The work to install seven overhead bridges at different sites of this corridor would be started soon to facilitate the commuters,” he said. 


During the visit to Liaquatabad and Nazimabad underpasses, he reviewed the carpeting work and asked to depute officials of Parks and Horticulture Department to carry out beautification work on the projects. He also visited Shahrah-e-Pakistan and Sohrab Goth to oversee the development work on the flyovers.

(The News-3, 30/12/2006)
Road rage

A Karachiite gives a personal account of how the traffic menace in the city is becoming a nuisance and what needs to be done by the authorities

By Sadia Yousuf

This is an opportune moment to apologize to the mini bus driver who stood between me and my home and whom I abused at the top of my lungs the other day. After a particularly stressful day at work and an even more stressful drive, a bus wedged horizontally near Gurumandir in an attempt to U-turn in my face, turned out to be a real patience tester. Minutes away from home, I was impatient to get onto the Business Recorder Road. However, I was in for a big surprise – there was no road to travel. Without any warning, sign or indication of a diversion, the entire stretch of road had been dug up in one day leaving the drivers and motorists to figure alternate routes themselves.

Hamida Bano, a resident of Garden East, narrates a similar story – she woke up one morning and saw labourers tearing up the lane her house is located on. It was unclear what civic authority they belonged to. The case is the same in other areas of Karachi. According to Mrs. Omer, who questioned workers busy tearing up the double road facing her house, the contractors informed her that they were to widen the road and also lay some cables. The work that was halted due to the rains has not been resumed to date. While the residents use bumpy and unpaved tract, work has been initiated on two more roads in the vicinity for similar reasons.

Despite the launch of various mega projects such as flyovers and underpasses, the city continues to be plagued by traffic jams. Congestion has become a part of an average Karachiites daily routine. Commuters using the city's major roads such as I.I. Chundrigar Road, Shahrah-e-Faisal and M.A. Jinnah Road witness daily bumper-to-bumper jams. Shahrah-e-Faisal, served by flyovers to minimize traffic problems experiences the most agonizingly slow traffic movement at peak timings. On occasions, even mid-afternoon drivers are forced to take the Kaala Pul to avoid getting stuck in traffic. Likewise, Lasbela, Saddar and Clifton are no lesser nightmares for those returning home in the evening. The problem has extended even on routes that are not in the city centre. Amir Khan, an employee of the Pakistan Steel Mill speaks of his ordeal at the Quaidabad crossing on his way to and from work. "At times, it takes me half an hour to just make my way past this horrible intersection," he groans. "The road is bumpy and unpaved and in such bad shape that it is unfit even to walk on," Amir adds.

Whilst bigger projects are essential for the city's uplift, there is a greater need to carpet and repair existing roads, maintaining sewerage lines and provide parking facilities. Karachi needs more than the half-baked plans launched by the city authorities to rid it of the increasing number of road accidents and streamline traffic on the city's major thoroughfares. The Clifton underpass is perhaps the most glaring example of the ill-executed plans. Whilst the underpass is finally functional after all the rain mishaps, the service lane that also hosts some of the busiest shopping centres in town continues to deteriorate. Drivers and pedestrians are exposed to sewerage filth, large gaping holes and bumpy patches. Those turning into the lane from main Clifton must accelerate up a jerky slope to get into the service lane that is permanently busy due to lack of repair. The lanes parallel to the main Clifton road are in equally bad shape making miserable the lives of the residents and travelers as there is no alternate relief. Naveed, who works in one of the plazas facing the flyover, notes that CDGK does not recognize the responsibility of tidying up after itself.

The authority leaves behind blocks and pavers and even iron bars, which are CDGK property, strewn all over after a project is completed obstructing traffic and pedestrian flow.

Civic authorities must collaborate on development work and take responsibility for clean up. On numerous occasions, roads have been torn apart to lay sewerage lines or cables. Once the task is done, contractors leave behind gaping holes or unpaved tracts at the site. A roundabout near Kashmir Road continues to be clogged by traffic after sewerage lines were laid and the road was left as is.

CDGK has recently announced plans to upgrade I.I. Chundrigar Road – the city's key arterial road in the business district. Whilst work is to commence on this eight month project from January, which is right around the corner, no specifics of the plan, including diversions, have been shared with the thousands of commuters and workers whose bread and butter lies on this road. Some citizens aware of CDGK's track record, have expressed concern about 'unprecedented' delays bound to stretch the duration of the beautification plan. The road which is the hub of Karachi's trade and commerce cannot stay closed too long. With rumours of a ban on public transport on the road after beautification is completed, the citizens are further displeased. Moreover, earlier, the initial strip of I.I Chundrigar Road was partially dug and continues to remain unpaved to date. A shuttle service was operated for a brief spell to facilitate commuters but that too has disappeared. Keeping past performance in mind, the tender temperament of the already tortured Karachiites, the significance of this road, and of course, the upcoming elections, CDGK is advised to be cautious and efficient.

While the CDGK is on a noble mission to beautify the city and improve roads in Karachi, a planned effort is required to address the various road development schemes. CDGK must ensure that those initiated are first completed before undertaking further developments. It also takes mere common sense that digging up one route when the alternate route is already unfit for traffic flow will only cause more havoc. If the ultimate purpose is to regulate traffic, repairing and carpeting of one route is first necessary so that no bottlenecks are formed once work commences on the other. For starters, CDGK should first repair the lane that connects I.I Chundrigar to Muhammad bin Qasim Road and complete work on MT Khan Road before daring to embark on the so-called beautification plan of I.I Chundrigar Road.

(By Sadia Yousuf, The News-42, 31/12/2006)

Traffic mess in Baldia

KARACHI, Dec 30: Owing to the movement of heavy vehicles, traffic congestion on Shershah-Baldia road has become a daily routine especially during the peak hours but it seems that the authorities concerned have turned a blind eye to the situation.


Since it is a main thoroughfare, which also leads to Balochistan, traffic mess can be witnessed almost all day long with potholes on the road adding to the miseries of the masses.


Traffic congestion starts mainly from the Shershah bypass road and remains up to the link road of Baldia Town. The public transport vehicles are supposed to turn to Baldia road via Ghani Chowrangi, but opt to ply on the bypass road creating hurdles in the smooth flow of traffic.


Transporters hold traffic police responsible for this mess as according to a driver the traffic personnel are more interested in minting money than controlling traffic.


Another driver, Sajid Khan, proposed that entry of heavy vehicles should be stopped forthwith and their time for loading and unloading be changed, which would help minimise the problems to a great extent.


A police officer in the SITE Town, who wished to remain anonymous, told Dawn that police alone could not solve the problem and its only solution was Lyari Expressway.

(Dawn-18, 31/12/2006)
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