Gas prices up by 10 per cent

ISLAMABAD: In a shocking development for the inflation-stricken masses, the government has increased the gas tariff by almost 10 per cent for domestic, industrial and commercial consumers with effect from July 1.

The government also increased the gas tariff by 15.9 per cent for power stations of Wapda and KESC and other electricity companies, excluding Wapda’s Natural Gas Turbine Power Station, Nishatabad, Faisalabad. The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) issued the much-awaited notification on increase in gas prices on Sunday night.


The Ogra revised the prices upward through two separate provisional orders on tariff schedules of the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) and Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL).


Under the Ogra Ordinance, the federal government is required to issue a formal notification for the tariff increase within 40 days (before June 30) with minor adjustments, but still remaining within the revenue figures determined by the Ogra.


For domestic consumers, which include residential colonies, mosques, churches, temples, Madrassas, other religious places and hostels attached thereto, government and semi-government offices and hospitals, government guesthouses, armed forces messes, ‘Langars’, universities, colleges, schools and private educational institutions, orphanages and other charitable institutions, rates for first slab of 50 cubic meters for both utilities have been fixed at Rs 85.03 per MMBTU.


The second slab (50-100 cubic meters per month) rates have been jacked up by 9.94 per cent from Rs 80.98 per MMBTU to Rs 89.03 MMBTU. The third slab (100-200 cubic meters per month) tariff has been increased by 9.96 per cent from Rs 147.41 per MMBTU to Rs 162.07 per MMBTU. The fourth slab (200-300) gas tariff has increased by 9.94 per cent from Rs 235.84 per MMBTU to Rs 259.29 per MMBTU.


Similarly, for all consumers using more than 300 cubic meters per month rate have increased by 9.94 per cent from Rs 306.79 per MMBTU to Rs 337.30 per MMBTU. For all establishments registered as commercial units with local authorities or dealing in consumer items for direct commercial sale like cafes, bakeries, milk-shops, tea stalls, canteens, barber shops, laundries, ‘tandoors’, places of entertainment like cinemas, clubs, theatres and private offices, clinics, maternity homes etc, the gas tariff has increased by 9.94 per cent from Rs 271 per MMBTU to Rs 298.03 per MMBTU. 


The tariff for ice factories has also been increased by 9.94 per cent from Rs 271.07 per MMBTU to Rs 298.03 per MMBTU. The gas rates for industrial consumers, captive power plants, compressed natural gas (CNG) stations, were increased by 9.94 per cent from Rs 240.91 per MMBTU to Rs 264.87 per MMBTU. The gas rates for cement factories have also been increased by 9.94 per cent to Rs 305.15 per MMBTU from Rs 277.55 per MMBTU.


The rates for Pak-Arab Fertiliser feedstock has been increased to Rs 91.52 per MMBTU and Rs 264.87 per MMBTU for gas used as fuel for generation of electricity and for use in housing colonies. Similarly, rates for Pak-China Fertiliser has been increased to Rs 97.11 per MMBTU for feedstock and Rs 264.87 per MMBTU for gas for fuel.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 03/07/2006)
Rise in gas price

The increase of almost ten per cent in the natural gas tariff for domestic, industrial and commercial users, effective retrospectively from July 1, doesn't look very good for consumers. According to a notification of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra), the tariff for Wapda, KESC power stations and other electricity companies has been increased by 15.9 per cent while one Wapda power station in Faisalabad has been exempted. This increase is sure to add to the misery of the ordinary consumer because it may well lead to a rise in electricity prices as well at some time in the near future. In addition to that, the millions of motor vehicle owners who own cars that run on CNG can also expect the price of this relatively cheaper fuel to rise further (it was raised a couple of months ago). The reason for the hike is thought to be an increase in the international price of oil. However, according to one report, both Sui Southern and Sui Northern will approximately earn around Rs10 billion extra each because of the higher tariff. But who will explain this all to the ordinary consumer, who will now have to pay more for a very basic utility. Besides, the natural gas is produced domestically and hence consumers who do not have a good understanding of economics are unlikely to find any rationale for the increase. 


In fact, since the tariff for commercial and industrial users has been raised as well, one can expect that the price of all goods and services may rise since gas is a widely used input in industry and trade. Ending a subsidy on this commodity may make sense economically -- and is in any case a demand of the World Bank -- but considerations of equity also needs to be made since the bulk of domestic gas users are by and large low- and middle-income families. Besides, a country like Pakistan, with around a quarter of people living below the poverty line, must consider the possibility of capping the price of a utility as basic as natural gas which is used as a fuel, for heating and for cooking. Also, the role of Ogra in all of this needs to be examined. It seems that the regulator regularly fails to do its job of protecting the interests of all stakeholders because it conveniently chooses to ignore -- when acting on requests for tariff increases -- the views of the end user.

(The News-7, 04/07/2006)
More vegetable markets needed


KARACHI, July 18: The present upsurge in the prices of vegetables has once again brought the issue to the main focus that the city needs more Sabzi Mandis and that too on an urgent basis.

The retail vegetable traders attribute the present hike in rates of vegetables to the escalating transport charges, as the lone vegetable wholesale market of the city, the new Sabzi Mandi, is situated on Superhighway, some 40km from the downtown areas.

This biggest wholesale vegetable and fruit market of the country may be easy accessible to the residents of the nearby localities like Gadap, Sohrab Goth or FB Area, but it is too far for those living in areas like Orangi, Keamari, Maripur, Defence, Landhi, Baldia or Korangi.


In the same way, upcountry growers using the Superhighway route find this market suitable for selling their produce, but those using routes of the National Highway and the RCD Road had to pay extra transportation charges to bring their produce to the market in question.


Sources say that being the sole wholesale vegetable market gives a powerful leverage to agents, middlemen and dealers operating in this market, in fixing rates of vegetables and fruits. Besides increased transportation charges, this monopoly of vegetable dealers is termed one of the main factors leading to push prices on the upper side.


The citizens and consumers' protection bodies have been demanding for quite some time to establish more vegetable and fruit markets in all the directions of the city so as to facilitate consumers and bring down prices of vegetables by reducing transportation costs and ending monopoly of dealers and middlemen. In fact, each of the 18 towns of Karachi needs its own central Sabzi Mandi. It seemed that the government planners were also well aware of this demand, and citizens read statements time and again about setting up of more Sabzi Mandis in the city.


In the first week of May 2006, Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim, speaking at a meeting at the Chief Minister's House, said that in Karachi another Sabzi Mandi equipped with cold storage facilities would be set up at the National Highway, soon. Later, on June 1, speaking at a high-level pre-budget meeting for the year 2006-07 at the CM House, he said that three cold storages and three new Sabzi Mandis would be set up in the province.


On June 8, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan presiding over a high-level meeting at the Governor's House said that in order to improve the supply of vegetables and fruits, four new Sabzi Mandis would be set up in Karachi. He said that the provincial and the city governments would establish two each of the new Sabzi Mandis, so that the monopoly of agents and middlemen over this trade should come to an end in order to provide relief to the masses.


Presently, almost all vegetables are being sold in Karachi at exorbitant rates. There are no two opinions that high transportation costs and monopoly of middlemen and agents in the lone Sabzi Mandi of the largest city of Pakistan are the main factors behind this price hike. Sources claim that profit margins in this highly lucrative business ranged from 50 to 500 per cent.


The fact that the only one wholesale vegetable market is operating in the city shows covert patronage the profiteer middleman mafia enjoys in our policymaking circles. Lessening the role of profiteer middlemen could provide a badly needed relief to the baffled consumers.


The city badly needs two major wholesale vegetable and fruit markets on the National Highway and the RCD Highway, besides one centralised Sabzi Mandi in each town of the city.

(Dawn-18, 19/07/2006)

Citizens waiting for new policy on Bachat bazaars


KARACHI, July 19: The city government had chalked out a comprehensive policy to reactivate the Bachat bazaars of Karachi and make them a consumer-friendly place. This was said a few months back that this revolutionary policy would be practically implemented by June 1, but citizens are still waiting for it.


The concept of setting up Bachat bazaar in Karachi had been introduced in 1985 and initially eight such bazaars were introduced on one-day-a-week basis, on Friday holiday, and hence they were named Jumma bazaars. The basic idea behind the bazaars was to end the role of middlemen so that producers and growers could directly supply their goods to consumers on cheaper rates.


Later, when this idea clicked and buyers thronged these bazaars, the traditional profiteer mafia jumped into the arena and the weekly bazaars mushroomed in Karachi. Experts say that growing political interference and the absence of an effective check on profit-hungry traders marred their utility. At present, there are more than 130 weekly bazaars in Karachi, and they are held not only on holidays but on working days also.


Sources say that political interference is rampant in this sector and every new administration wants to cancel the previous permits and to issue new ones to its favourites. They said that the bazaars was a major source of jobs for educated people, as there had been a ban on government jobs for last 10 years. They said that in Karachi some 20,000 families directly depended on Bachat bazaars for their livelihood.


In pre-partition Karachi, there used to be central markets in the city, roperly manned by inspectors to uphold the writ of law and to safeguard consumers' rights, but later when the city expanded the planners failed to set up new central markets for new localities. The last central market in Karachi was set up in 1974 in Liaquatabad.


The consumers' rights protection circles complain that the Bachat bazaars had been hijacked by the profiteers and hoarders mafia and they were looting the consumers by charging inflated prices. They suggest that these bazaars should be run on the basis of direct marketing and the element of middlemen and profiteering should be ousted from these bazaars to facilitate the masses in real terms. They charge that due to the high margin of profit the present set-up of Bachat bazaars was not in favour of the government or the public, but instead it was providing benefit to the nexus of profiteering traders and corrupt bureaucracy.


Helpline Trust Chairman Hamid Maker when contacted said that despite tall claims of the administration, the ground realities were the same. He said people were calling these bazaars 'Loot bazaars' and 'Chore bazaars'. He said officials price lists were a joke and profiteer businessmen called shots in the bachat bazaars.On the other hand, senior officials of the city government were hinting at introducing drastic changes in the very basic structure of Bachat bazaars to provide relief to the consumers.


On March 31, speaking at a seminar on `Effectiveness of Bachat bazaars’, the EDO for Enterprises and Investment Promotion Department, Syed Abid Ali Shah, had said that after repeated complaints by citizens and consumers' right bodies against these bazaars, the CDGK had decided to introduce a new comprehensive policy to reactivate and make them consumer-friendly. He said that this new policy would be implemented by July 1.


About the main features of the new policy, he said that for traditional traders and entrepreneurs there were many regular markets and bazaars and the Bachat bazaars were not meant for profiteering by these entrepreneurs. He said that the vision of the CDGK about the Bachat bazaars was that every town should have a major Bachat bazaar, properly monitored and regulated by inspectors, to serve as the central market for that town.


He said that according to the vision of city government the Bachat bazaars should have some stalls reserved for jobless youth and women to sell their handicrafts or other wares. He said that under the comprehensive policy of the CDGK, only registered and genuine parties would be allotted stalls in the Bachat bazaars and the role of the middlemen, profiteers and hoarders would be eliminated in the affairs of these bazaars. He said the city government did not want to make money through Bachat bazaars but to help the common man. He said the under this vision the Bachat bazaars should be held only once a week – on Sunday.However, the new policy which was supposed to be implemented from July 1, 2006 seems nowhere, and the local Bachat bazaars are working on the same old pattern.


In this regard, when the EDO for the Enterprises and Investment Promotion Department was contacted on Wednesday, he said the CDGK had finalized the new policy. He said he had been abroad for some time, and now he was optimistic that the new policy on the Bachat bazaars would be implemented in a couple of weeks.

(Dawn-18, 20/07/2006)

City govt to set up mini fire stations

KARACHI, July 19: The city government has decided to set up mini fire stations at various places to overcome the shortage of such stations in the city.


Most of the stations would be set up underneath flyovers and other vacant places so that in case of fire in their vicinity, fire fighting engines could be rushed to the spot, the sources said. In the first phase, they said, a mini fire station would be set up beneath Gulshan-i-Iqbal Flyover, they added.


Although there were 20 fire stations functioning in the city, the fire department had the approval of only 12 fire stations’ employees. To overcome the shortage of employees for the remaining eight fire stations, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had recently approved 376 new posts. Besides, search and rescue teams would be set up with the federal government funds amounting to Rs350 million. The city government has also decided to purchase two new snorkels.


As a part disaster management arrangement, a number of equipments had been purchased at a cost of Rs650 million, which would be received by the city government shortly. In addition, 22 small vehicles would be handed over to the fire department for the disaster management setup. Besides, a number of life boats had already been purchased for rescuing the lives of beach visitors.

(Dawn-19, 20/07/2006)

Food prices up by 4.2pc in June: SBP issues data

KARACHI, July 20: Inflation in both consumer and wholesale price indices has been on the rise since April 2006, while the food inflation showed a sharp rise during the last three months.


The State Bank on Thursday issued a detailed monthly analysis “Inflation Monitor- June 2006” which showed that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Wholesale Price Index (WPI) were on the rise since April and the size of increase was significant.


The data provided by the SBP showed that the food prices jumped by 4.2 per cent to 7.8 per cent in June 2006. In April food inflation was 3.6 per cent but the galloping price increase pushed the inflation on speedy track.


The rising inflation trend was also reflected in WPI since April 2006. The WPI general inflation rose to 9 per cent in June from 8.1 per cent in April.


The food inflation again showed a significant increase under WPI. It rose to 6.7 per cent in June from 4.5 per cent in April 2006. The WPI non-food inflation slightly increases to 10.7 per cent in June from 10.6 per cent in May 2006.


The month of April was the benchmark as the inflation started picking up sharply. The Sensitive Price Index (SPI) also took a big jump during this period.


In April 2006 the SPI was 6.8 per cent and it hit the figure of 8.9 per cent in June. According to SBP data, only the core inflation remained constant during the three months, from April to June at 6 per cent.


“The increase in inflation during June 2006 was primarily caused by sharp rise in the prices of essential food items that pushed the CPI food inflation by more than two percentage points up from its level in May 2006,” said the SBP report.

On the other hand, non-food inflation witnessed a decline in June due to continuous slowdown in house rent index and fall in the rate of increase in fuel and lighting and transport and communication price indices. The movements in food and non-food components of WPI were also in line with those of CPI basket.


However, the report maintained that the headline inflation had declined by one percentage point to 7.4 per cent on year-on-year basis. The non-food items included under the CPI has declined to 7.5 per cent from 8.2 per cent.


The long-run trend in inflation measured as 12-month moving average shows that the consumer price inflation is on the declining path since May 2005; however, it is still significantly higher than average inflation of 3.8 per cent during the five years prior to FY05, said the report.The long-run inflation in WPI, on the other hand, maintained a rising trend despite year-on-year decline witnessed since August 2005.


The long-run movements in SPI inflation are similar to those in CPI except that recent decline is steeper in the case of SPI than CPI, said the report.


Analysts said that the decline in CPI on year-on-year basis was because of high base effect but the rising inflation trend since April 2006 was causing concern.


They said that despite subsidies from the government the prices were still on higher side. They said that hundreds of utility stores could not control the prices even in the mega cities like Karachi. The sensitive issue of inflation also involves the State Bank’s role which recently took a major step to slash the presence of liquidity in the system which could also cause inflation. 

Cheaper supply of credit is one major reason for high inflation.

(By Shahid Iqbal, Dawn-9, 21/07/2006)

Vegetable market planned in Lyari

KARACHI, July 22: A model vegetable and fruit market has been planned to meet the needs of a growing population of Lyari Town. Municipal sources said for this purpose the site near Lyari Stadium and Lyari General Hospital had been proposed to the city government.


At present, the only shopping centre in the area is Lea Market which can not meet the needs of town residents. Besides, people face many traffic hurdles to reach the Lea Market. In 1996, the government had decided to construct a super market near the Bizenjo Chowk at the main Chawkiwara Road. Though the construction work on the project had been completed, the allotments of shops delayed for one reason or another.


Over the years, due to increase in transport activity Lea Market has been converted into a big bus terminus and transporters virtually control the important arteries of the town.


Because of frequent traffic jams, the people from remote areas of the town face many difficulties to reach the market.


Taking advantage of this situation, vendors and hawkers have encroached upon the streets and roads where they illegally established shops and cabins, thereby creating mess all around.


Lea Market was developed as a local market before the inception of Pakistan. Until 1960s, the market and its surrounding areas remained pleasant shopping spots for middle and low-income groups. People used to come here not only from various parts of the city but also from interior Sindh and Balochistan as it had variety of utilities ranging from vegetables and fruits to cloth and jewels.


But soon after the construction boom that started in 1970s, the area was hit by a population explosion and situation has been worsening since then. Transport mafia and builders changed the look of the entire area.

(Dawn-18, 23/07/2006)

WB wants gas charges raised

ISLAMABAD, July 23: The World Bank has asked the government to introduce a new system of fixed charges in natural gas tariff in addition to those for the volume consumed in a month, to make it in line with market based principles.


The bank, which is assisting the government in privatisation of gas companies and restructuring of gas market and tariff system, said: “The firm service tariff should be structured with fixed charges (demand capacity charge, commercial or operational charge not related to volume consumed) and a commodity charge, both reflecting the nature of costs: fixed and variable.”


Currently, the gas companies charge consumers only the cost of consumed volume, which can be Rs150 per month for a household in case of minimum consumption. The involvement of capacity payment will increase the tariff.


A similar proposal from the Water and Power development Authority was rejected by the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority a couple of years ago on protest from consumers.


The bank says that domestic and fertiliser sectors, which pay the lowest rates, have guaranteed gas supplies even in case of shortage while power, industry and commercial consumers, who pay higher rates, are on the priority list for disconnection in case of shortages in winter.

It argues that the one who pays higher rate should have the priority of supplies.

It believes that retail tariff should reflect location costs or distance from the gas fields.


The World Bank suggests that gas tariffs in Pakistan are based on political and social considerations rather than economic principles. It says low gas rates for the residential consumers of first two slabs and fertiliser plants result in presence of cross subsidies in the present ‘distorted rate structure,’ which means higher tariff for other consumers.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 24/07/2006)

What is the reading for machine-readable passports?

Located at the end of Shahrah-e-Iraq in Saddar, the Immigration and Passport office gets filled with hundreds of people every morning, who hope to obtain their travel documents - now called the machine-readable passport. Not all the visitors turn out to be eligible for securing the green passport book. 


After paying the prescribed fee through the bank, they are assigned to respective rooms as per their area of residence for necessary data entry, only when they show their computerized national identity cards (CNICs), and that include taking fingerprints and photographs. Bespectacled like myself people are asked to face the camera without glasses. 


People who raise eyebrows over without-glasses picture are reminded not to interfere with the official affairs. Mostly, people find their faces somewhat strange having not clearly captured with naked eyes. “It is not the practice to take photographs for CNIC this way but the quality of images on both CNIC and machine-readable passport vary in every case,” complained a passport applicant. 


In most cases everybody obliges to this demand on the pretext that “it is your eyes that matters” for the sake of the record. And who actually needs your eyes to be photographed without glasses tells nobody. The last counter where an applicant really faces a challenging encounter is the deputy director’s “den”, where they are grilled for obvious or not so obvious reasons. 


You may overhear if not hearing in second person questions like “when did your parents come to Pakistan from Dhaka” or “what’s your job”, before the handing over of the receipt bearing the date to collect the passport. Of course, there are people who find themselves short of breath when they’re not grilled at all. Still a large section of population cannot even think of applying. 


After meeting so many people there, I got two broad categories of population who are under official suspicion as far as passport issuance is concerned: Afghans and Bengalis. But Biharis and Pathans immensely feel the fallout of such an understandable suspicion as well, who could trace their past to either Dhaka or Waziristan and Chaman. 


When the 29-year-old Zafar Ahmed applied for his machine-readable passport, he produced his CNIC and old passport bearing valid visa for the UAE, where he was working. He was asked about his father’s profession, and upon hearing his death the deputy director asked for which part of India his father hailed from. Ahmed’s answer was flat: Allahabad. 


“And when did he make it to Pakistan,” shot back the officer. Listening “in 1964” brought mischievous smile on the inquirer’s face. Hoping to have his hands on a potential victim, the officer’s next query was about the late arrival of the applicant’s father in Pakistan. “Because he opted for the East Pakistan in the early days of the partition and subsequently settled in Karachi well before the Dhaka Fall.” Zafar Ahmed was asked to bring along his original engineering diploma to collect his new machine-readable passport.


I am skipping the way he vented out his madness while leaving the office. When such an inquiry was done for a citizen who already had CNIC and passport, imagine the fate of those who have broken family ties and belong to now Pakistan’s troubled tribal areas. 


Ashiq Hussain was born to a South Waziristan family settled in Karachi for many years. “I am Karachi born and have my CNIC but the passport office denied issuing passport to me,” he told me outside the passport office in Saddar while alleging that someone had asked him to pay Rs. 10,000 to acquire the machine readable passport. “I will not bribe anyone for just a passport.”


When I asked a deputy director about the alleged discrimination of citizens prior to issuing passports, his answer was coldly simple: “We treat people the way we have been trained to probe into public life for clarity. And if during the process some are singled out for suspicion that’s quite an achievement for us. We don’t want the people under suspicion to travel on Pakistani passport.” 


Having such a yearning for credibility, the Director General Immigration and Passports, working under the Home Ministry, has advertised quite pompously their one year old operation of issuing machine-readable passports to the citizens of Pakistan. It says the concerned authority has issued two million machine-readable passports in just one year. Great job of putting two million credible Pakistanis on record!

(By Asadullah, The News, 27/07/2006)
Price hike on the eve of Ramazan

By Aamir Shafaat Khan


JUST a few weeks ahead of Ramazan, the prices of essential items are showing an upward trend, posing a serious challenge to the authorities committed to keeping the prices stable.


Sensitive issue as it is, the price spiral of essential items has raised serious nation wide concern, equally shared by President General Pervaiz Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. From time to time, they have issued instructions to relevant departments to closely monitor and check prices from rising.


However, making good policies and issuing orders is one thing but their implementation is another.


Apparently, they are not so much worried about the shrinking purchasing power of the consumers owing to rising food inflation, a consequence of the current economic growth model.


Just on the eve of Ramazan (starting in last week of September), government officials will hold a series of meetings with the producers, wholesalers, retailers etc for fixing the prices below the prevailing market rates. By that time, the market players will further push the price to the maximum.


To show sympathy with the consumers, some traders will also offer a Rs1-2 per kg discount on some essential items while others may refuse to follow their peers.


Without any in-depth study, the price regulators are bound to fix the rates on the terms dictated by market forces. They are hardly equipped to monitor the data on import of commodities, local production, demand and supply gap, stock situation etc., which could help them have an upper hand in fixing prices. So far, the performance of the authorities has fallen short of the consumer’s expectations.


Consumers have suffered because of inefficiency of the price regulators in fixing and monitoring the prices, while producers, wholesalers and retailers of essential commodities make windfalls.


Now, the city government officials have been invested with magisterial powers to check profiteering but the consumers have yet to see tangible results. Many say that some 50-70 top officials including EDOs, DDOs revenues, mukhtarkars and assistant mukhtarkars will not be enough to handle the mega city.


Let’s start with maneuvering by traders from the price hike in loose milk and yogurt to Rs30 and Rs44 from Rs28 per litre and Rs40 kg respectively during March. But so far, the city government has not taken any action.


The city government had issued a notification in the third week of April fixing milk price at Rs28 per litre. During the last four months, a number of meetings with the dairy farmers, retailers and wholesalers of loose milk were held but with no positive outcome for the consumer.


It was reported that the city government was coming out with a token system which would be issued on spot to retailers for charging higher prices but nothing had happened so far.


Nor has the City government taken any action against the dairy farmers who triggered the increase in prices. Dairy farmers attributed the increase in prices to the rise in fodder, transportation cost etc.


The second price hike came in beef (with bones) surging to Rs140 last month from Rs130 per kg in May while retailers were charging Rs170 per kg (with bones) as compared to Rs160 per kg. Mutton is selling at Rs260-270 per kg as compared to Rs240-250 per kg. Again the City government has been a silent spectator to rising meat prices. Some accuse its officials of striking a deal with the stakeholders of meat and milk which, they say, explains why no action has been taken so far.


The third price hike was made by leading tea packers in April-May by 7-8 per cent owing to price increase in Kenya from where half of the country’s requirement is met through imports. The increase in price of tea was caused by drought in Kenya.


The prices of pulses had remained under pressure because of costlier imports and very low local production. The government responded by announcing a subsidy on gram (whole black) of Rs8 per kg but it had yet to make any impact on the prices as some importers were facing problems in getting the subsidy from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) as the central bank had sought clarification from the government on imports coming under its old name desi chic peas.


The government provided relief in pulses price at the limited number of utility stores by offering Rs10 per kg discount. But the majority of buyers rely for their purchases on retail shops.


According to Economic Survey 2005-2006, gram production has declined by 39.3 per cent during July-March 2005-2006 to 527,000 tons from 868,000 tons in the same period of last fiscal.


According to wholesalers, gram production had been just 350,000 tons and there was some 100,000-150,000 tons carryover stocks as against the annual consumption of 750,000 tons.


There was some decline in the wholesale rate by Rs2-3 per kg when the government had announced Rs8 per kg subsidy in June. However, the wholesale rates again reversed to Rs36-38 from Rs33-35 per kg on Indian ban on gram export.


Due to delay in releasing the subsidy amount and low production, the price of gram pulse had surged to Rs42 compared to Rs40 per kg on July 1.


Pakistan is also facing production shortfall in other pulses. Production of masoor, mung and mash has declined to 22,400, 114,000 and 16,500 tons during July-March 2005-2006 as compared to 26,000, 130,000 and 18,300 tons in the previous year.


The price of masur has surged to Rs36 from Rs32 per kg on July 1, while mung price has increased to Rs65-66 from Rs60 per kg. Mash is selling at Rs70 as compared to Rs68 on July 1.


Before Ramazan, there has been virtually no relief for the consumers in any items. Consumption of gram in the holy month jumps rapidly owing to its use in making pakora, a must item in the menu in every house.


In third week of July, the 100 kg wheat bag became costlier from Rs1,065 to Rs1,120-1,130, pushing up the price of atta No.2.5 to Rs980-1,020 from Rs950-1,000 per 80kg bag depending on the quality.


The wholesale price of atta No2.5 is now tagged at Rs12.50-12.80 per kg as compared to Rs12.00 per kg two weeks back. The price of fine atta has risen to Rs13.50 from Rs12.50 per kg.


Makers of Ashrafi fine atta have raised prices to Rs150 from Rs145. It is sold at Rs155 in retail markets. As a result, some leading flour millers, who also run bread-making industries, have raised prices of bread and its products. The price of small bread is now tagged at Rs12 from Rs11, while medium-sized bread of Rs15 now sells at Rs17.


Now the edible oil sector (Pakistan Vanaspati Manufacturers Association) has come out with a threat for substantial increase in the prices before Ramazan owing to increase in palm oil prices in Malaysia despite the fact that the 16 kg ghee and oil producers have already enhanced the rate to Rs890 as compared to 800 last month.


However, leading branded ghee and cooking oil makers have yet to pass on the impact of rising cooking oil prices to the consumers. Has the government checked the increase in prices by some producers before the PVMA threat?

(Dawn-Economics & Business Review, 31/07/2006)

AUGUST

Officials with magisterial powers not in action: Price control

KARACHI, Aug 4: The city government officials, who have been invested with special magisterial powers to control prices, are yet to come in action although traders have already started increasing the rates of essential items ahead of Ramazan.


The Sindh government had delegated powers of first class magistrates in July last to the DCO, EDO Revenue, DDO Revenue and Mukhtiarkars. Assistant Mukhtiarkars had been granted powers of second class magistrates. However, the officials have not initiated any campaign against profiteers so far.


Before getting the powers, the city government had been clamouring that the officials could not make a big difference in regard to controlling prices in the absence of magisterial powers. Now when they have got the powers, they appeared lethargic in even making their presence felt in markets to keep a check on profiteers.


In case the city government machinery failed to check the growing trend of price-hike at this stage, traders may become in a strong position to dictate their terms to the city government at the meetings which are held in Sha’aban to ensure that wholesalers and retailers will not resort to profiteering in Ramazan.Consumers have already been made to accept perpetual increase in the prices of kitchen items, including onion, potato, gram pulse, sugar, flour varieties, bread, milk and yogurt, beef, mutton, etc., as the stakeholders of these items have been taking full advantage of the repeated increase in the POL prices over the last several months. Using this as a pretext, they have arbitrarily raised the rates of almost all commodities in the absence of any mechanism and activity to monitor and check profiteering.


In 2005, the city government had recovered Rs2.4 million as fine from 4,300 profiteers found violating the official price list in the holy month.


As many as 65 officials with magisterial powers were mobilised in the price control campaign. A majority of these 4,300 traders appeared to be sellers of fruits, vegetables, milk, meat and kiryana items.


One of the main reasons behind the city government’s failure in controlling prices is the lack of dedication on the part of the empowered officials. It had been noticed that these officials would show much enthusiasm in discharging their special duty in the first quarter of the holy month but lose both the enthusiasm and interest with the passage of time. In the last week of Ramazan, they would not even pay a visit to a market. Even the police officials providing them escort in the campaign would disappear.


Another reason is the lack of any effort in collecting data regarding the stocks of essential items available in markets, input through local sources and imports, crop situation and price trend in the world market. If the city government could manage to collect the data, it could become in a batter position than the traders while negotiating a price control list.


The strength of the team with magisterial powers, i.e. 65, is also not satisfactory as such a small number of people can simply not control prices in a mega city of 1.4 million people where each and every locality has its own markets and bazaars.

It was observed last year, that the city government had set up complaint centres in all 18 towns with only one or two officials having been assigned the task of monitoring a large number of markets. It was often noticed that these officials would leave their place of duty in the afternoon although in Ramazan, most people visit markets and bazaars usually in the evening.


It is also ridiculous that a price list for Ramazan is finalised in the second half of the holy month and this practically makes the whole exercise of controlling prices meaningless as profiteers would already have fleeced people by then.


It is imperative that a complete and final list of official prices for Ramazan is issued one month before the advent of the holy month.


Unfortunately, the representative bodies working to protect consumers’ interests are not active in the city.


Over the past few months, prices of nearly all items of daily use have recorded a sharp increase but in the absence of any resistance on the part of consumers’ rights organisation, people had to surrender to the profiteers every time the prices were raised.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-17, 05/08/2006)

Citizens to have increased access to public records

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan on Thursday promulgated the ‘Sindh Freedom of Information Ordinance 2006’. 


This ordinance has been promulgated a second time and it will come into force immediately. It aims to create transparency and openness in the functioning of the government and to check corruption and misuse of power. 


Preamble: To ensure that the citizens of province of Sindh have improved access to public records and to make the provincial government more accountable to its citizens.


Subject to provisions of this Ordinance and the rules, each public body shall ensure that all records are properly maintained. The acts and subordinate legislation such as rules and regulations, notification, by-laws, manuals, orders having the force of law in the Sindh province shall be duly published and made available at a reasonable price at an adequate number of outlets so that access thereof is easier, less time-consuming and less expensive.


“Each public body shall endeavour within reasonable time and subject to availability of resources that all records covered by the provisions of this Ordinance are computerized and connected through a network all over the country on different systems so that authorized access to such records is facilitated. 


According to the ordinance, with the exclusion of certain record all public bodies are declared to be the public record, namely policies and guidelines; transactions involving acquisition and disposal of property and expenditure undertaken by a public body in the performance of its duties; information regarding grant of licenses, allotments and other benefits and privileges and contracts and agreements made by a public body; final orders and decisions, including decisions relating to members of public; and any other record which may be notified by government as public record for the purposes of this Ordinance.


According to the ordinance, exclusion of certain record shall apply to the record of all public bodies, namely, noting on the files; minutes of meetings; any intermediary opinion or recommendation; record of the banking companies and financial institutions relating to the accounts of their customers; record relating to defence forces, defence installations or connected therewith or ancillary to defence and national security; record declared as classified by government; record relating to the personal privacy of any individual; record of private documents furnished to a public body either on an express or implied condition that information contained in such documents shall not be disclosed to a third person; and any other record which Government may, in public interest, exclude from the purview of this Ordinance. 


“A public body shall take necessary steps as may be prescribed to assist any requester under this Ordnance. “A public body shall designate and notify an officer or employee to whom requests under this Ordinance are to be made. 


These officials will be designated to ensure easy public assess to information. In case no such official has been designated or in the event of the absence or non-availability of the designated official, the person in charge of the public body shall be the designated official. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and the rules made there under the instructions if any, of Government, the designated official shall provide the information contained in any public record or as the case may be a copy of any such record.


Any citizen of Pakistan may make an application to the designated official in the form as may make an application to the designated official in the form as may be prescribed and shall with his application, furnish necessary particulars, pay such fee and at such time as may be prescribed. 


It shall not apply to such public record as has been published in the official Gazette or in the form of a book offered for sale. On receiving an application the designated official shall, within twenty-one days of the receipt of request, supply to the applicant the required information or, as the case may be, a copy of any public record.


In case the designated official found any flaw in request he should record his decision in writing and the applicant should be informed about such decision within twenty-one days of the receipt of the application, the ordinance says.


Subject to the provision of this Ordinance, a public body shall not be required to disclose exempted information. Information may be exempted if its disclosure is likely to result in the commission of an offence; harm the detection, prevention, investigation or inquiry in a particular case; reveal the identity of a confidential source of information; facilitate an escape from legal custody; and harm the security of any property or system, including a building, a vehicle, a computer system or a communications system. 


Information is exempted if its disclosure under this Ordinance would involve the invasion of the privacy of an identifiable individual (including a deceased individual) other than the requester. Information is exempt if and so long as its disclosure would be likely to cause grave and significant damage to the economy as a result of the premature disclosure of the proposed introduction, abolition of variation of any tax, duty, interest rate, exchange rate or any other instrument of economic management.

(The News-3, 11/08/2006)
KPT fountain a gift for poor, says minister

ISLAMABAD, Aug 16: Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Babar Khan Ghouri on Wednesday said that the Karachi Port Trust Fountain, the world’s second largest, had been built by the government for the poor people of the country who could not afford to visit Switzerland for rest and recreation.


This statement came from the minister first on the floor of the National Assembly and later at the Parliament House cafeteria where he faced opposition’s criticism for constructing a costly fountain.


Taking part in the debate on the issue of the Pakistan Steel Mills privatisation, Khawaja Mohammad Asif of the PML-N said that while people did not have drinking water facility while the government had constructed a fountain at a cost of Rs320 million in Karachi.


He said the fountain, which was inaugurated with a big fanfare, had been closed for the past many months.


Replying to the point raised by Mr Asif, the ports and shipping minister said that at the time of the fountain’s inauguration, it was reported in the media that the fountain would remain closed from May 1 to Sept 1.


He said that it was the world’s second largest fountain that had been constructed for the poor people of the country who could not afford to travel to Switzerland. He said that a large number of people visited the fountain with their cameras to enjoy the evening.


Several opposition members, including Nabil Gabol of the People’s Party Parliamentarians, shouted at the minister and demanded that the speaker should allow them to speak. The speaker, however, did not allow any member to speak.


Later, Mr Gabol and Mr Ghouri came across each other at the Parliament House cafeteria, where again Mr Gabol protested over the minister’s statement and asked Mr Ghouri to launch water supply schemes in the city instead of building unnecessary fountains. He also asked the minister to set up a desalination plant benefiting the people of Karachi.


He said that the city government of Karachi should make arrangements to supply water to the people of Lyari.

(Dawn-3, 17/08/2006)

‘One-dish’ meal of six items allowed: Parliament approves bill

ISLAMABAD, Aug 22: In a rare show of urgency and consensus in one house, both houses of parliament passed a private bill on Tuesday to allow what the draft called ‘one-dish’ — but actually up to six-items — meals at wedding ceremonies.


It was the first private members’ bill passed by the present parliament and will become law after a formal, mandatory consent by President Gen Pervez Musharraf.


A near unanimity in the National Assembly, where the bill originated, came only a day after chaos rocked the house when the government tabled a controversial bill seeking to protect women from misuse of Islamic Hudood laws and precedes potentially more stormy proceedings after the opposition brings a no-confidence move against Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Wednesday.


Immediately after it was passed, the government took the Marriage Functions (prohibition of ostentatious displays and wasteful expenses (Amendment) Bill to the Senate, which endorsed it without debate when the opposition was boycotting the house to protest on another issue.


The bill, authored by two National Assembly members of the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal (MMA) alliance, had been lying on the house agenda since January.


But it suddenly won an unexpected support from the treasury benches in early June after the Supreme Court ordered a strict enforcement of the Marriage Functions (prohibition of ostentatious displays and wasteful expenses) Ordinance 2000 that allowed only hot and cold drinks at wedding ceremonies and cancelled a Punjab provincial law that allowed one-dish meals.


The original draft, submitted by MMA members from Karachi Mohammad Laeeque Khan and Mohammad Hussain Mehanti had proposed provision for serving an unexplained ‘one dish’ meal in addition to hot and cold drinks.


But the house’s Standing Committee on Religious Affairs, Zakat and Ushr defined the ‘one dish’ to mean four items: one salan (curry), roti, rice and one sweet dish, which actually comes to a total of six items including hot and cold drinks.

The bill was taken up for discussion on August 8 — the first private members’ day of the present session of the National Assembly — when Speaker Chaudhry Amir Hussain deferred further debate after the main ruling and opposition parties supported the move, but some of their members voiced concern that it would deprive the poor an excuse to escape what had traditionally become compulsory expenses on large meals.


During the brief debate on Tuesday, when the bill was taken up again, Raja Pervez Ashraf, secretary-general of the People’s Party Parliamentarians, and Rai Mansab Ali and Mehnaz Rafi of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League (PML) supported the move as being in conformity with the local traditions and Islamic injunctions about serving meals at weddings and beneficial for the poultry industry and commercial wedding halls.


The sole discordant voice came from PML’s Farooq Amjad Mir who said passing the bill would mean submitting to those who violated the earlier law and wishes of the poultry industry rather than of the common man.


The bill was not on the Senate agenda for the day, but immediately after the NA vote, Law and Justice Minister Mohammad Wasi Zafar took it to the upper house.

(By Raja Ashghar, Dawn-1, 23/08/2006)

SEPTEMBER

Exorbitant increase in prices for Ramazan: City govt notifies list

KARACHI, Sept 10: Karachiites will have to pay exorbitantly high prices of almost all essential commodities in Ramazan as compared to those prevailed in the previous holy month.


A notification issued by the city government here on Sunday fixing the prices of various essential items showed that most of the edible items of daily use have become costlier to the common men when compared to the prices in Ramazan last year.


According to a comparison, people in this Ramazan will have to pay Rs42 and Rs40 per kg for Dal Chana No.1 and No.2 qualities, respectively as compared to Rs27 and Rs26 per kg last year.


Kabuli Chana No.1 and No.2 have been priced at Rs58 and Rs44 per kg in the official list as against the last year’s Rs50 and Rs47 per kg. Kala Chana No.1 and No.2 will be selling at Rs40 and Rs36 per kg as compared to the last year’s rates of Rs24 and Rs23 per kg. Baisan will be available for Rs42 per kg as compared to last year’s Rs30 per kg.


The rates of atta (No.2.5 and fine) have not been fixed.


Dal Mash No.1 and 2 have been priced at Rs60 and Rs56 per kg as compared to last year’s Rs39 and Rs37 per kg. Dal moong No.1 and 2 will be sold at Rs60 and Rs 56 per kg as against the previous year’s Rs37 and Rs36 per kg. Moong (whole) will be retailed at Rs52 as against Rs34 per kg. Dal Arhar and Masoor rates have, however, remained unchanged.


Meanwhile, traders have rejected the rates fixed by the city government for the upcoming Ramazan.


“I am not satisfied with the rates fixed by the government as there is a lot of disparity in the wholesale rates of pulses, rice, etc., compared to the prevailing rates,” President of the Karachi Wholesale Grocers Association (KWGA), Malik Zulfiqar said.


“The association will seek a meeting with city government officials to renegotiate the rates,” he said, adding that the association does not accept it as the final list.


He pointed out that the main industry for pulses preparation was in Hyderabad where heavy rains and flooding had been playing havoc with everything these days. He apprehended that the prices of pulses might go up further.


In spices, red chilly (whole and powder) would be retailed at Rs70 and Rs85 per kg as compared to Rs50 and Rs60 per kg last year. Dhania (whole and powder) would be available at Rs70 and Rs75 per kg as compared to last year’s Rs55 and Rs65 per kg.


Rates of khajla and pheni (vanaspati ghee) have been increased to Rs90 per kg from last year’s Rs88 per kg while the same items made in desi ghee will be available at Rs180 per kg as compared to Rs170 per kg last year.


Jalaibi made in vanaspati ghee and desi ghee will be priced at Rs70 and Rs130 per kg as compared to Rs66 and Rs106 per kg last year.


The city government has fixed the rate of mutton at Rs220, beef Rs120, beef boneless Rs130 and bachhia Rs135 per kg. The new rates are almost less by Rs10 to Rs40 per kg than the prevailing market rates.


However, these are still higher as compared to last year’s prices when mutton was selling at Rs210, beef Rs100, beef boneless Rs120 and bachhia Rs125 per kg.About 10 office-bearers of the Meat Merchants Welfare Association (MMWA) appeared not happy with the city government for the cut in prices. After going through the newly notified list, they boycotted the Sunday meeting with the officials concerned.


General Secretary of the association Iqbal Qureishi said that EDO E&IP Syed Abid Ali Shah had deviated from the stance he had adopted in the pre-Ramazan meetings with meat merchants. He claimed that it had been agreed that mutton No.1 and 2 would be priced at Rs250 and Rs240 per kg the bachhia (with bones) at Rs140 per kg. Similarly, it had also been agreed that cow meat would be priced at Rs110 and cow meat boneless at Rs150 per kg.


He said the government had actually taken the rates of meat from Korangi, Landhi and Orangi Town areas before determining the reasonable prices for Ramazan which, according to him, was not fair as there was a big difference in quality of meat available in those areas and the other localities.


“We will sit together next week to decide the future course of action in view of the warning by the city government of dealing with meat sellers with an iron hand in case of violation of the price list,” he said.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-13, 11/09/2006)

Prices of essential items during Ramazan

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi has announced the prices of various essential items. 


According to an announcement, the price of mutton has been fixed at Rs220 per kg, beef (boneless) Rs130 per kg, with bone Rs110 per kg, beef (bachiya) Rs135 per kg, milk (wholesale) Rs26 per kg and retail Rs28 per kg. 


The city government has announced prices of 75 other commodities also and their lists published. The traders have been asked to enforce these prices strictly or else the city government magistrates will take strict action, which may include imprisonment and fine. 


The prices were determined by DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman in a meeting with various trade associations in which EDOs Investment and Enterprise, Finance and Agriculture were also present. 


DCO Fazlur Rehman said prior to fixation of prices, a detailed market survey was carried out and special attention was focussed on middle-income groups. 


In the past, he said, the traders used to indulge in price hike merely due to lacking powers with the city government. But it is not like that now and the city government has powers, which it means to use and award imprisonment and fine both to violators. 


He requested the traders to show leniency in prices during the holy month of Ramazan and implement the rates fixed by the city government or otherwise the administration will take stringent steps. 


He announced that the city government will go all-out in providing relief to middle income people during the holy month and counter price hike strictly. 


DCO said during Ramazan-ul-Mubarak people would feel a new change as a result of measures taken by the government.

(The News-3, 11/09/2006)
Pre-Ramazan price hike


IT seems that the approaching month of Ramazan will be no different from those of the previous years, and that the manipulated hike in the price of essential food items will go unchecked. The price list issued by the CDGK shows that consumers in Karachi will have to spend considerably more for basic items such as flour and pulses — the cost of ‘baisan’ has risen from Rs30 per kg last year to Rs42, while that of the better variety of ‘dal maash’ is Rs60 compared to Rs39 last year. Even if annual inflationary pressures are kept in mind, it is evident that basic items have been grossly overpriced. Moreover, in line with past practice and in violation of the fixed price range, retail traders are sure to raise their rates even more on the pretext that their profit margins will be reduced because of lack of pressure on wholesalers to fix their prices. This is a common complaint in Hyderabad and other Sindh cities where retailers say that they are suffering monetary losses because the government has asked them to fix their prices but has put no such restriction on wholesalers in Karachi.


Unfortunately, an effective monitoring mechanism to keep a check on spiralling costs has not been evolved. Magisterial powers have been conferred lately on officials in many districts to ensure that prices do not exceed the stipulated limits, but it is doubtful how they will fulfill their obligations when their numbers are insufficient and consumers are already being fleeced by shopkeepers who have been raising the cost of edibles for some months now. To reduce the financial burden on the common man, the government must ensure that errant shopkeepers are proceeded against and that special counters are set up at utility stores where consumers can buy Ramazan-related food items at subsidised rates.

(Dawn-7, 15/09/2006)

OCTOBER

New formula to fix gas tariff

ISLAMABAD, Oct 2: The federal government has decided in principle to replace the existing formula to compute natural gas tariff with the market-based Karachi Inter Bank Offer Rate (Kibor), a government official told Dawn on Monday.

While the current pricing formula is based on the cost of service, under the new mechanism, the gas utilities would be given a variable return on their investments on the basis of six-monthly Kibor plus eight per cent, instead of a guaranteed 17 to 17.5 per cent return on assets. It will increase prescribed gas prices by about 1.5 per cent in case Kibor rates go up by one per cent, from 10 per cent to 11.


The official said the changes were envisaged on the recommendations of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) and were expected to be approved by the federal cabinet soon for implementation at the time of next gas tariff review in December 2006.


He said the existing tariff methodology was being changed on the basis of a uniform system of accounts for gas utilities under which the Ogra wanted to allocate separate costs to transmission and distribution activities in the overall tariff setting.


Simultaneously, the depreciation cost of these transmission and distribution assets would be calculated at the rate of four and five per cent respectively.


The official said the government and the Ogra had been under criticism at almost all forums, particularly at public hearings, on the grounds that fixed return on assets under the World Bank covenants was not resulting in any incentive to the gas utilities to control their losses and non-development expenditures. It’s because they were getting a guaranteed rate of profit through gas tariff.


According to sources, currently the tariffs are being computed in an all-inclusive manner. With both Sui Northern and Sui Southern utilities buying and reselling gas exclusivity in their regional markets, prices can be segregated at most at the injection point in the transportation system. This means that an implicit transmission-distribution tariff could be calculated by subtracting the average price from the prescribed tariff to the consumer.


The sources said based on the same methodology, the computation of a transportation tariff was used by Ogra recently in the case of Zamzama gas field where SNGPL was shipping gas through the SSGCL transportation network under Zamzama Gas Transportation Agreement (GTA).


This precisely means that every consumer would have to pay, at a later stage, slightly different rate for natural gas on the basis of its distance from the main distribution point.


The new changes, the government and Ogra believe, are meant to reflect location costs or distance from the gas fields in the retail tariff. They believe that consumer pay the same price without regard to their consumption location on the basis of volumetric charge. The change would remove cross subsidies as currently these tariffs reflect political and social considerations, for instance, in case of first two slabs of residential consumers and fertiliser sector, thereby resulting in distorted rate structure.


Since tariffs do not reflect costs appropriately, services do not reflect either the quality or the responsibility of consumers, in the costs of providing those services. Thus no distinction is made between firm and interruptible services, says an official document. One paradox, it adds, is that some consumers such as power plants pay a higher price for the interruptible service they receive than other consumers which are assured the gas supply on a firm basis.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 03/10/2006)

Rs2.2bn losses in EOBI detected

KARACHI, Oct 8: Financial losses of over Rs2.2 billion have been detected in the accounts of Employees Old Age Benefits Institutions, says an audit report.


The report, prepared by the directorate of the commercial audit (an office of the Auditor General of Pakistan), says that at least 20 cases involving losses of over Rs2.2 billion have been detected and the EOBI despite reminders did not respond.


The irregularities, according to the report, include blockade of capital owing to ill-planned investment of over Rs1.4 billion in plots, an investment of over Rs438 million in Sui Southern Gas Company Limited in violation of investment rules; irregular purchase of vehicles involving over Rs20 million and irregular payment of leave fare assistance amounting over Rs6.6 million.


The report says that the EOBI had made an advance payment of over Rs1.4 billion on account of 400 plots purchased in Islamabad. The payment was recorded as a capital expenditure because allotment of these plots in EOBI was to be done later.


The audit says that till the disposal of these plots no earning on this huge investment was expected and capital of over Rs1.4 billion had been blocked owing to ill-planning.


The report says that the EOBI had invested over Rs438 million in the SSGL without following the relevant investment rules. It said that the Investment Rule No 3(6) says that investment could be made in companies listed on the stock exchanges which have shown more than 20 per cent earning per share per annum.


It said that the EOBI had invested over Rs438 million in SSGL earning per share of which was just around 14.9 per cent. The external auditors had also pointed out in their comments that while making this investment compliance of Investment Rules was not observed.


The audit found out that over Rs1 billion had been embezzled in the EOBI and the matter was also investigated by the National Accountability Bureau which filed a reference in the Accountability Court after taking most of the accused in custody.

The accused, however, approached the NAB for settlement and surrendered some properties worth over Rs780 million. The deal was approved by the accountability court, leaving shortfall of over Rs250 which was to be recovered.


The audit also found out that the EOBI had purchased 21 vehicles of over Rs20 million in contravention of government orders which clearly stated “no new vehicle will be acquired by any government ministry/ division/ department for any purpose till further orders. This shall also apply to corporations/autonomous/ semi-autonomous bodies under federal government.”


The vehicles purchased included eight KIA Grand Sportage Jeeps of Rs12.3 million; two Toyota Corolla cars of Rs1.6 million; two Suzuki Cultus cars of Rs1.17 million, five Suzuki Potohar jeeps of Rs3 million, four Sukuzi Bolan vans of Rs1.5 million. The audit report says that the expenditure was not only against the rules but also wastage of public exchequer.


The audit also raised objections and pointed out lack of control over expenditure by the management as it had spent over Rs40 million more than the approved budget.


The report says that despite reminders the EOBI did not respond to the objections raised. It had also been suggested that steps be taken to recover the amount illegally spent by the officials so that it could act as a deterrent for others.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-15, 09/10/2006)

Five vegetable markets on anvil

KARACHI: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Saturday that five new vegetable markets would be set up in the city, which would serve to improve the vegetable supply. 


He was talking to newsmen after paying a surprise visit to a utility store in the Punjab Colony. 


“There is only one Sabzi Mandi (vegetable market) in Karachi and I have asked the Sindh government to open five more. This will improve supply side and ultimately have a positive impact on overall prices,” he added. 


The premier said that for the first time in Ramazan, the prices of essential items have been reduced due to government’s effective check on markets.


“We are satisfied that our measures to control prices during Ramazan have directly benefited common person,” the prime minister said, adding that people are urging the government to continue this price control programme and assure that the government consider this request. 


Aziz said the prices of essential items, including Atta (flour), lentils, sugar and ghee have been reduced in the month of Ramazan. “This is for the first time that prices of essential items have not been increased in Ramazan due to a positive policy of the government of storing the items ahead of the holy month for effective intervention in the market,” he observed. 


The prime minister said that he was told that sale of this (Gizri) utility store was doubled in Ramazan. The premier said that Atta was being sold at Rs11 per kg which is cheapest in the entire South Asian region. The Atta is available at subsidised rates at utility stores.


Similarly, sugar is available at Rs27.50 per kg at utility stores. He said that sugar price in open market has also come down from Rs40 per kg, two months ago to Rs32/kg due to government’s policies. “We have removed a common impression that price of any commodity cannot come down after touching a peak in Pakistan,” he added. 


Shaukat Aziz said that the sale of lentils at subsidized prices at utility stores have also helped in stabilizing their price in the open market. We are trying to stabilise prices of essential items in the market and encourage opening of new markets. He pointed out that Pakistan was facing a challenge of an inefficient supply chain and the government is trying to improve this system, he said. 


Replying to a question, he said USC was opening 20 new utility stores in Karachi soon to cater to rising demand. One has been opened in Lyari. 


Earlier on arrival, the prime minister asked the buyers about the quality and prices at utility stores. He himself took round of the store and checked quality of items and price tags.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Muhammad Ali Durrani and high officials were also present on the occasion.

(The News-3, 15/10/2006)
Jheel Park Eid Bazaar cancelled

KARACHI: An Eid Bachat Bazar, which was to be held in the once famous Jheel Park by an event management company in collaboration with Jamshed Town City District Government, Karachi (CDGK), has now been cancelled over poor public response.


Many area residents and NGOs had also protested against the decision of the Jamshed Town Nazim to hold a bazaar in a park, saying it will lead to an eventual encroachment of the public park. 


When contacted, the event organisers claimed that the bazaar has been arranged in order to revitalise the old park which has been left languishing in a state of disrepair for years now. “The main concept of this Eid Bazar was to divert people’s attention towards the park once again,” said Arshad Siddiqui, the event manager. But this concept, it seems, has now been shelved. 

The once-famous park no longer functions as a recreational area and was eventually converted into the community kuchra kundi owing to the lack of an alternative dump in the surrounding locality. In fact, such was the level of neglect of the park that a famous rumour spread through PECHS, the surrounding locality, that the park had actually turned into a haunted area. 


Many maintain, perhaps due to its desolate state, that they have seen or felt the spirits around its premises. Siddiqui said they had proposed the idea of arranging events in the Jheel Park quite some time ago, dating back to when the Town Nazim had been newly appointed. 


Organizer Siddiqui told The News that another reason behind the arrangement of the bazaar, was that it would ease the congestion of buyers and pedestrians at Tariq Road, one of the city’s busiest shopping streets. The pavements of crammed street, usually packed with people, though particularly so with Eid around the corner, become difficult to walk along, especially with the presence of an increasing number of street-side vendors. However, owing to poor public response and the protests of citizens, the Jamshed Town administration has decided to take back its idea. 


Many had expressed the fear that shopkeepers would not pack up their shops and look for an excuse to stay on as this area is commercially very lucrative. “There have been many instances in the past where such people have taken over precious public space and the government has not taken due action,” said one resident.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 23/10/2006)
NOVEMBER

Retirement age may be raised to 62

ISLAMABAD: The government is considering a proposal to enhance the retirement age of civil servants from the present 60 to 62, it is learnt. 


A source in the National Commission on Government Reforms (NCGR) confided to ‘The News’ that the country’s top-level reform body is mulling the proposal in view of increase in life expectancy in Pakistan. 


The source said that the officials attaining the present age of superannuation — 60 — and retiring from service, are generally found physically fit and mentally alert to carry on with official work. Otherwise too, it is said, those retiring from senior grades rarely sit idle. They rather get extensions or seek government consultancies by using their connections. 


The source said that if the retirement age is raised, then the government must do away with the controversial trend of re-employment. It is said that in the present situation even bureaucrats of ordinary intellect get re-employment on the basis of favouritism and nepotism. 


The enhancement in the retirement age will also help the government reduce its ever-increasing pension bill. Experts engaged by the government to suggest ways and means for reducing the official pension bill had reportedly recommended to the Ministry of Finance to enhance the retirement age. 


Qualified actuaries, who had conducted a study on different aspects of the pension scheme after the government was alarmed that the pension bill would surpass all other allocations of the national budget if not rationalised, had advised the Ministry of Finance to enhance the retirement age from 60 to 65. 


The official pension bill has increased manifold during last several years. The federal and provincial governments, which pay more than Rs47 billion annually on account of pension to retired military and civil personnel, are said to be exposed to an unquantified and a continuing liability. 


The Ministry of Finance had hired the services of a qualified actuary after the recommendations of the Pay and Pension Committee (PPC). The committee had sought the setting up of a post-retirement care office, to be headed by a qualified actuary within the Ministry of Finance, to create a reliable database for developing and implementing a strategic plan to reduce government’s pension liability and ultimately managing the entire post-retirement benefit portfolios. 


The PPC also suggested that the pension scheme, in its present form, should be abandoned and replaced either by a restructured affordable scheme or a gratuity scheme. In the context of first option, the PPC suggested that old retirees should continue to be paid under the old rules till such time as more feasible arrangements could be made. It also asked for an immediate actuarial exercise to ascertain the government’s liability over next 20 years. 


To reduce the eventual cost under the first option, the committee had spelled out measures for government’s evaluation like change in pension formula, introduction of early retirement reduction factors, reduction in commutation factor, discontinuation of the additional benefits given on occupation related disability, discontinuing the policy of indexing the pension, introduction of 100 per cent commutation of pensions etc. 


In the context of the second option of replacing the pension scheme by a gratuity scheme, it was noted by the PPC that the most preferred option, which would substantially reduce the cost, was to replace the pension facility by a gratuity scheme for all existing employees and future employment offers.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 03/11/2006)
City’s unsung firefighting hero

KARACHI: Just when Zafar Akhtar’s family became hopeful of his survival, the 48-year-old Station Fire Officer succumbed to his injuries. These were injuries that this unsung hero had received while fighting a fire that erupted in the warehouse of a chemical factory located in the SITE area on the night between September 21 and 22. He battled his wounds for an entire week until he breathed his last on September 28. 


When Zafar was rushed to the Civil Hospital, doctors there informed his family that he had received 39 percent burns and could be treated through surgery. “But when his condition worsened and we felt that the doctors were not giving him the right kind of attention, we shifted him to another private hospital in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, but I guess it was too late,” said his wife Aqeela Zafar. Although his treatment began immediately at the latter hospital, Zafar expired within 24 hours. 


“That Thursday, Zafar was out shopping with us for the whole day,” recalls Aqeela. Fifteen minutes after the family returned from their outing, he received an emergency call from the fire station about a massive fire that had erupted in the SITE area.



“It was a phase-3 fire and declared as one of the ‘biggest emergencies’ in the city so we had to dispatch as many fire tenders as possible to control the hugely inflamed blaze,” disclosed Muhammad Naeem Yousuf, Deputy Chief Fire Officer. 


According to him, Zafar was deployed in a safe area and was well-equipped with the necessary safety gear. Yousuf said that the fire was initially contained and the area that Zafar was in along with other firemen was safe. “It was when another chemical drum suddenly blew up that the fire spread and Zafar was burnt along with another fireman,” he said. 


Aqeela said that she had been restless for no particular reason that fateful night. “When I inquired about Zafar on the intercom from the fire office downstairs, they just told me that the fire outbreak was massive and Zafar would be late and quickly hung-up on me,” which got her more worried. 


Later that night, Zafar’s colleague visited his wife and told her that Zafar had received burn wounds but he was out of danger and desired to meet his family. 


“He was fine when we met him and being the optimistic person that he was, he kept asking me to be hopeful,” wept Aqeela. 


Zafar is survived by his wife and four children, two sons and two daughters, namely Mahwish, Maryam, Hamza and Ahsan. The family later received compensation worth Rs.1 million by the City Nazim Mustafa Kamal. “An apartment near Sohrab Goth Fire Office has also been promised as it is difficult for my children to commute to their school situated in Ancholi,” said Aqeela who resides in Orangi Town at the moment.


Apart from this, Zafar’s eldest son Hamza has also been promised a job in the fire department. Aqeela says that one day Mr. Yousuf wants to see Zafar’s uniform on Hamza’s shoulders.


“Zafar was one of the few hardworking and responsible people I could rely on,” said Yousuf. 


“He was an excellent husband and father and his sole aim was to make sure that our children received good education. He wanted both our daughters to become doctors — a dream Mahwish and Maryam are determined to fulfil,” said the mother.


While Zafar’s family lives with the painful memory of his untimely demise, the truth remains that casualties suffered by firemen are due mostly to a lack of sophisticated equipment, fire-proof costumes and other accessories essential to fire-fighting. There is a predominant belief that authorities need to take measures to prevent the loss of individuals, such as Zafar Akhtar, who are willing to put their lives in danger in order to save others.

(By Aroosa Masroor Khan, The News-2, 09/11/2006)
Jobs on merit promised


KARACHI, Nov 9: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan and chief minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim have stressed the need for filling in vacant posts in various government departments purely on merit.


Speaking at a meeting here at the Governor’s House, they reviewed development works, measures to control spread of viral diseases, law and order situation and other affairs pertaining to various departments of the province, a statement said here on Thursday.


They directed steps aimed at creation of maximum number of jobs in government, as well as private sectors.


Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping, Babar Ghouri, Sindh ministers Nadir Leghari, Adil Siddiqui, Irfanullah Marwat, Mohammad Hussain, Pir Sadruddin Shah, nazim of Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal and nazim of Hyderabad Kanwar Naveed Jamil and Senator Ghafar Qureshi attended the meeting.


The governor and chief minister directed for accelerating the process of providing employment opportunities, putting particular emphasis on adoption of all the codal formalities in this regard.


Reviewing the ongoing uplift works in the province, it was decided to intensify the monitoring to ensure completion of projects in accordance with stipulated period of time and quality standards.


For this purpose, all the ministers and elected representatives will keep an eye while the concerned heads will supervise all the phases of worksby ensuring their physical presence at the projects sites.


In order to keep the government abreast of the problems of the people and making best efforts for redressal of the same, the governor and the chief minister emphasized establishment of close contact with the public by the ministers, elected representatives and heads of all the departments.


While reviewing the law and order situation, the meeting decided to keep a strict watch on the performance of concerned police stations to ensure eradication of narcotics, removal of dens breeding crimes besides street crimes.


In this regard, the concerned heads were directed to initiate action without any discrimination or succumbing to any pressure.


The meeting also reviewed steps towards ensuring protection against the dengue virus and other infectious diseases. They called for making a result oriented progress through ensuring necessary precautions with the involvement of public.


In this connection, decisions were taken for fortifying steps to ensure fumigation, availability of medicines and staff in hospitals and creation of awareness among general public.

(Dawn-15, 10/11/2006)

No govt hostel in city for working women


KARACHI, Nov 15: Though women constitute half of the city’s population, there are only two hostels, none of them in the government sector, with a total capacity of less than a 100 for the working women who come from all over the country to work in the metropolis.


Both hostels are being operated by the non-governmental organisations. One, the Young Women Christians Association has its premises in the centre of the city on M.A. Jinnah Road next to the Mama Parsi School and the other one being operated by the Pakistan Federation of Business and Professional Women in Clifton behind the old Mideast Hospital. Both of these hostels admit only those women who come from other parts of the country.


With the increase in literacy rate and number of working women, the acute shortage of women hostels restricts their career growth. The problem is aggravating with every passing day.


Interestingly, the managements of both these women hostels acknowledge that there was a dire need of such facilities for women in the city, neither of them was ready to expand the housing capacity.


To ensure that the residents are really the working women or a student a certificate from the employer or the head of the educational institution is required, besides presence of parents or brothers in case of an unmarried female and presence of husband in case of married one is required at the time of admission to both these hostels. Only one of these hostels has accommodation for tourists.


At the YWCA male guests are not allowed in rooms and only meet either in lawns or common drawing room.


There is no canteen, however, common kitchens are available for cooking. Bathrooms are also common. Some rooms, also have small kitchens and separate bathrooms.


YWCA chief Prof Nuzhat Williams, who is also the principal of Govt Karachi College for Women, said that the ‘in’ and ‘out’ registers were maintained. Only one late pass is allowed per week, she said. If an inmate stays out without permission, she is told to vacate the hostel the next day.


She said that owing to the centralised location and good security arrangements, families feel safe to send women to stay at the century-old YWCA. The monthly rent is around Rs2,000 while tourists pay Rs200 (US$4) per day and could stay up to 15 days.


The Pakistan Federation of Business and Professional Women chief, Salima Ahmad, who is a former federal secretary, said that the government had provided some subsidy for the establishment of the hostel which became operational in early 1980s. But now there is no subsidy and the organisation runs it on self-help basis with the rent ranging between Rs1,500 to Rs7,000 per month.


The hostel also has a tailor shop, a beauty parlour and a store. There is a common kitchen and bathrooms for the inmates. A few rooms, however, have separate kitchen and bathroom.


Ms Williams and Ms Ahmad agreed that there was dire need to establish more housing facilities in the seventh biggest metropolis of the world for working women coming from other cities. More women will enter the job market in the port city and the housing problem for working women will aggravate further.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-18, 16/11/2006)

Traders want check on fund utilization: Development at Sabzimandi

KARACHI, Nov 19: The government has allocated Rs270 million to develop the Sabzimandi as a model fruit and vegetable market of Asia, but the stakeholders of the Sabzimandi have been demanding a proper audit of the accounts before any instalment to be released to the market committee in order to ensure proper utilisation of funds and to prevent misuse, wastage or misappropriation of the fund.


They have suggested that the audit of vouchers and the scrutiny of the statement of fund release, income and expenditure be done on a monthly basis.


The New Sabzimandi, established on the outskirts of the city on Super Highway, has been financed by the Asian Development Bank. It had been made functional with the shifting of all stakeholders of the old Sabzimandi, located next to the Central Prison Karachi on the University Road to its new location.


There have been complaints constantly being made by the stakeholders about mismanagement, corruption, encroachment, unhygienic conditions, etc. ever since the Mandi has been shifted. While a little has been done to address these complaints, the stakeholders have been facing more and more troubles in running their business smoothly at the new place.


Although the New Sabzimandi is spread over an area of 100 acres, as against 17 acres of the old one, mismanagement and disorder, besides neglect, have put the plan of making the project ‘an Asian model’ on the back burner.


In July last year, Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim had intervened into the affairs by constituting a high powered committee to sort out and address the grievances of traders and other stakeholders. The 21-member committee comprises provincial minister Nadir Akmal Leghari and representatives from the 5-Corps Headquarters, KESC, KWSB and National Highway Authority.


According to Mohammad Javed, President of the Malir Fresh Fruit Merchants and Growers Association, despite the passage of more than one year, there has been no information about any recommendations having been made by the committee. On the other hand, he added, even the pressing problems, relating to water supply, power connections, proper maintenance, cleanliness, etc., had still remained unresolved.


He cited the terms of reference of the committee which included examining and suggesting future managements of the Sabzimandi through an autonomous statutory body or corporation; examining feasibility of the establishment of several more Sabzimandis at the major entry/exit points of the city; relocating of the entry/exit gates of the Mandi to avoid traffic hazard; arranging for the audit of the Market Committee accounts and fixing responsibility on the delinquent officials.


The government committee was also supposed to examine whether management of the market committee should be devolved to the district government under the Sindh Local government Ordinance-2001 and to prepare a comprehensive plan for removal of encroachment with the assistance of law enforcement agencies.


In July this year, the chief minister set up another body, namely Parwani Committee, for streamlining the functioning of the Sabzimandi and sorting out the issues pertaining to the documentation and allotment, but its recommendations were yet to be made public, Mr Javed said.


He lamented that the NAB was yet to initiate action on the reference sent to it some six years back by the Sindh ombudsman against those responsible for rampant corruption in the Market Committee.


He pointed out that the secretary agriculture, during a TV discussion on Sabzimandi affairs last month, had announced that chief inspector Abdul Rasheed Shaikh stood transferred, but the official was still there.


The Association’s president has appealed to the chief secretary to ensure removal of all corrupt officials from the Market Committee before releasing any instalment of the funds of the Mandi’s development work. He also suggested that the Mandi’s management be devolved to the city government in accordance with the relevant provision of the SLGO.


Mr Javed called for withdrawal of the Rangers personnel on security duty at the Mandi as they had failed to maintain security and prevent encroachment of genuine allottees’ properties by unscrupulous elements.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-15, 20/11/2006)

DECEMBER

Prices of 17 basic items rise by 10pc

ISLAMABAD, Dec 9: Prices of 17 daily kitchen items including tomatoes registered an increase of more than 10 per cent during the week ended on December 8, 2006 putting pressure on the monthly income of the low income people.


Official figures released by Federal Bureau of Statistics (FBS) here on Saturday showed that price of tomatoes alone increased by 45.55 per cent to Rs48.09 per kg as against Rs33.04 in the previous week.


The sudden increase in the price of tomatoes was attributed to delay in the supply of the commodity from farms to markets. The new crop was expected to start arriving in the market in the next couple of weeks.


The price of eggs was up by 3.07 per cent to Rs46.99 per dozen during the week under review as against Rs45.59; mustard oil price rose by 1.27 per cent to Rs74.09 per kg from Rs73.16 per kg; red chilies 1.402 per cent to Rs96.65 per kg as against Rs95.67 per kg, veg ghee loose 0.89 per cent to Rs67.16 per kg as against Rs66.57, firewood 0.78 per cent to Rs189.08 per 40 kg from Rs187.61.


The price of cooked dal plate was up by 0.67 per cent to Rs17.94 per kg as against Rs17.82, cooked beef plate 0.60 per cent to Rs30.18 as against Rs30, garlic 0.57 per cent to Rs65.45 per kg as against Rs65.08, chicken 0.52 per cent to Rs58.38 per kg as against Rs58.08, milk powdered Nido 0.50 per cent to Rs118.89 per 400 gm as against Rs118.30.


The price of bananas increased by 0.47 per cent to Rs28.03 per dozen as against Rs27.90, wheat 0.33 per cent to Rs12.10 per kg as against Rs12.06, tea prepared 0.32 per cent to Rs6.25 per kg as against Rs6.23, rice irri-6 by 0.31 per cent to Rs16.28 per kg as against Rs16.23, veg ghee tin by 0.15 to Rs214.12 per 2.5 litre as against Rs213.80 and cooking oil (tin) 2.5 litre 0.14 per cent to Rs214.52 as against Rs214.21.


The price of vegetable ghee, which was an essential ingredient of cooking, was on rise for the last one month.

(Dawn-2, 10/12/2006)

Citizens at mercy of butchers

KARACHI, Dec 10: Owing to negligence of the authorities concerned, citizens are compelled to buy substandard meat at exorbitant rates because after Ramazan neither any official rate list has been circulated nor any of the concerned officials has bothered to visit the market.


Dozens of illegal slaughter houses are established in different towns where butchers and meat sellers fix rates at their own free will. For the entire city there are only two officials slaughter houses, which too are in shambles and cannot cater to the needs of citizens.


During visit to some markets in Orangi, Baldia and SITE towns, it was observed that the price list on display was issued in September for Ramazan and none of the meat sellers and butchers were following the list.


The list without any official seal carried following rates: Mutton A-category Rs240 per kilogram, B-category Rs230 and C-category Rs220. Beef with bone Rs110 per kilogram, boneless Rs140 and that of a heifer A-category at Rs135 and B-category at Rs130.


In Aligarh Bazaar, Iqbal Market, Orangi Town No 5 and the main bazaar of Baldia, meat sellers were charging Rs130 to Rs160 for boneless beef and Rs100 to Rs130 for the beef with bones. The prices of mutton also varied at different places.


The consumers are at mercy of the butchers, who sell unexamined meat of physically unchecked animals. The rich butchers have established their own illegal slaughter houses at least at 15 places in Orangi where very aged buffalos and cows are reportedly slaughtered.


Majority of the animals are slaughtered in the hideouts while some of the illegal slaughter houses are established on main roads. Least concerned with the city’s atmosphere, butchers throw the offal and waste on streets.


Butchers demand establishment of at least one slaughter house in each town, where they could purchase meat with minimum transportation charges. They said they had to pay Rs100 to the local police every week for selling the unstamped meat openly on the roads. It was also said the owners of illegal slaughter houses allegedly paid hefty amounts to the doctors’ men (inspection team) who were supposed to intimate them well before time about any possible raid by the higher authorities.


The butchers told this scribe that both the official slaughter houses located in the industrial area of North Karachi and Cattle Colony in Landhi were far away from rest of the city and they could not transport meat from there on daily basis. “Selling fresh meat is impossible if transported from these slaughter houses, and we therefore prefer to purchase meat from local traders,” said a butcher.


During visit, the sanitation condition of both the slaughter houses was found pathetic. There was no arrangement to cover meat. “We are compelled to wash the meat with contaminated water as there is no alternate arrangement,” the butchers said adding that they even have to drink the dirty water being supplied to the slaughter house.


At Cattle Colony, Saleem, Amjad and Shaukat, the owners of some animals, expressed their annoyance over filth in the yard of slaughter house and said that it was a routine matter.


About the disgusting situation in the slaughter house, Dr Mohammad Khan said there was shortage of sweepers and at least 30 sweepers were required, adding that a place where hundreds of animals were slaughtered 16 hours a day it could not be cleaned by 51 sweepers in three shifts.


Till 1980, he said, there were 22 vehicles with air-conditioned containers to supply the meat to the main market. Now there was no such facility, he added.


Dr Khan said the problems could be overcome if the number of vacancies were filled.


The cleanliness situation is not different at the slaughter house of North Karachi. There is only one dumper and one tractor to lift the waste. But both are in need of repair. The tractor’s blade has got broken and a lot of time is spent on filling the dumper.


The slaughter house is located in a congested area and besides the bad smell the disposal of the waste matter is also a constant problem for the local population. The doctor on duty, Dr Salman, said at least four sweepers were urgently required.


He said a power generator was also out of order and in case of power failure animals could not be slaughtered in dark.


An official source said there were only two trucks and two doctors for checking the illegal business in the entire city.


District Officer (Agriculture) Dr Zafar Zaidi, when contacted, told this scribe that his team was very active and had confiscated 28,000 kg meat during the last five months while during the previous one year 14,000kg meat had been confiscated.


About taking bribes from those, running illegal meat business, the DO said the allegations were baseless. He proposed ban on entry of cattle heads into the city mainly from the cattle fairs of Landhi and Malir. Besides, he said new slaughter houses should be established at RCD Highway, Manghopir Road and Super Highway so that the illegal business could be stopped.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-13, 11/12/2006)

Moot on consumer protection held


KARACHI, Dec 21: City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil inaugurated the third National Conference on `Consumer Protection in Pakistan’ organised by Helpline Trust and the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) here at a local hotel on Thursday.


The theme of the moot was ‘Importance of consumer protection laws and their implementation’, during which speakers covered a wide range of topics relating to consumer protection laws.


Speaking on the occasion, Mrs Jalil, stated that framing of laws was not enough, as adequate implementation required follow up and monitoring by legislators as well as the civil society.


The CPLC chief and chairman of the Consumer Rights Council (CRC), Sharfuddin Memon said that CRC was established last year to protect consumers’ rights. During the period, the CRC tried to create awareness about consumer rights among the public and for that extensive media campaign was launched, he informed.


Earlier in his opening remarks, Hamid Maker, chairman, Helpline Trust said that in most countries, consumer protection was a serious business. Unfortunately, in Pakistan, due to lack of government support, there are only two consumer protection laws, one in Islamabad, which was passed by the National Assembly in 1995 and the other in Punjab, introduced in 2004, he added. He said that like most of our other laws, these had also been completely ignored.


The Consumer Protection Ordinance, Sindh, was prepared by a committee set up by Sindh governor but unfortunately it was never presented to the Sindh Assembly for ratification. As such, Sindh was still without a consumer protection law, Mr Maker added.


Senator Nisar Memon, DG PSQCA Abdul Ghaffar Soomro, Justice (retd) Majida Razvi, EDO Syed Hasan Naqvi, Shafi Parekh, Shahid Salim, Senator Engineer Ruksana Zuberi and Ayyaz Kiani also spoke.

(Dawn-17, 22/12/2006)

Eight modern vegetable, fish markets planned

KARACHI, Dec 28: A US-based multinational company has shown its interest in investing some $150 million in the city by setting up at least eight vegetable and fish markets and a modern slaughterhouse.


This was told by the chairman of the ICI Global Economy Group, Ali Nawaz Shaikh, to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at a meeting at the latter’s office on Thursday.


In a presentation, Mr Shaikh said his company was running that business in various countries, including Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Korea and Malaysia. He said the company was willing to set up at least eight vegetable and fish markets in Karachi with an investment of $150 million. Such facilities would provide hygienic and fresh packed vegetables and meat to the citizens as well as it would also market such products to other bazaars and shops across the city.


According to a CDGK spokesman, the firm’s chief unveiled its plans to establish its own cold storage for which it would import cold storage vehicles.


“The company, ICI Global Economy Group, has a vast experience of running such business not in many countries of Asia but also around the world. We hope this business will run successfully in Karachi,” the CDGK spokesman quoted Mr Shaikh as saying.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said the city government was taking steps to provide maximum facilities to investors as the megalopolis had vast opportunities for investment in various sectors.


“The city government during the last one year has launched a number of mega development projects to improve its infrastructure that has also benefited our citizens. We are striving to provide maximum civic facilities to the people and bring positive change in their lives”, he added.


Mr Kamal said at present Karachi had two slaughterhouses while a portion of land had also been allocated along the Northern Bypass to establish a modern abattoir to cater to the growing need of the city.


“The city government will welcome the investors in this sector and extend all sort of cooperation in this regard,” he said.


Nazim Mustafa Kamal instructed the EDO of Master Plan and the EDO of Enterprise and Investment Promotion to prepare a comprehensive report in coordination with the representatives of the company.

(Dawn-17, 29/12/2006)

Karachiites to have new hangout soon

KARACHI, Dec 28: The preservation and restoration of a city landmark will soon give Karachi another recreation spot and food street along its coast. The project revolves around the abandoned Native Jetty (Napier Mole) Bridge. The old Hindu temple beneath Native Jetty Bridge and all the old trees have been retained. Once open it is sure to be a popular spot. The manmade and natural monuments have been renovated and beautified along with the bridge. We are committed to preserve the nature and archeological assets located in the area, said the architect handling the project. A soft opening is expected in summer and the spot should be fully operational by the end of 2007.


The project is spread over eight-and-a-half acres. It includes 135,000 square feet of restaurant and retail space and an additional 172,000 square feet of landscaped parks, plazas and walkways and an 800 seat amphitheatre. It will comprise 100 restaurants, shops, vendor kiosks and carts, highlighted by a one-kilometer-long bridge that will be transformed into a new food resort with public spaces that take advantage of views of Karachi harbour and the surrounding mangroves.


In Jinnah Rotary Park, an amphitheatre, formal and informal restaurants and a major water feature will create a festive entertainment venue. Between the bridge and the park will be a grand plaza space that will serve as the main entrance and house the Grand Manor Building, reminiscent of an old trading post that will be both a signpost and a glowing beacon in the evening.


US-based architect Mustafa Kirwan is constructing the project for a private company, Port Grand. According to him, this is a major downtown waterfront restaurant and entertainment project that centers on the abandoned Native Jetty and incorporates the surrounding highway rotary and enclosed circular park. When completed, it will offer a unique venue to Karachi at par with waterfront “festival marketplace” developments in the developed world. The intent is to have great festival marketplaces similar to those created in waterfront locations in major cities around the world.


The one-billion-rupee plus project aims to create a mix of venues that caters to different crowds at different times of the day. “Originally, this project was conceived for the elite but then we made changes. Now it will offer different sorts of entertainment to all Karachiites,” said the US-based architect. The project, he said was based on three themes – the maritime theme at the bridge, marketplace and public square in the middle and garden structure and water feature around in the last. Besides, tour boats etc. would also be there for additional entertainment for those who love to watch the beautiful mangroves in the vicinity.


He said a phenomenon to develop seaports was global according to which many of the international port cities had realsed that their seaports were under utilised and now the different port authorities were bringing back their beauty with state-of-the-art waterfronts. The same situation prevailed in Karachi port. “People spend outside and there is not enough activity here. This project will beautify this under utilised area, create jobs and generate revenues,” Kirwan said.


The land and bridge has been acquired on rental bases from Karachi Port Trust. The project is on build-operate-transfer basis. The company will build and operate it for20 years and then transfer it to the KPT.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 29/12/2006)
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