Justice Iftikhar rejects eviction notice
ISLAMABAD, Jan 12: The government on Saturday served a notice on the deposed chief justice, Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry, asking him to vacate the official residence, but he refused to entertain the letter, saying “I am not a retired judge”.


Justice Iftikhar also said the rules did not permit the authorities to force a retired judge to leave government accommodation within six months of retirement.

Strange as it may sound, the notice was served not through the law ministry or the registrar of the Supreme Court, but through the Public Works Department. It bore the signatures of an executive engineer.

The deposed chief justice returned the notice with a hand-written message, challenging the government’s position.


Since the imposition of emergency on Nov 3, a number of deposed judges, including Justice Iftikhar, have been under detention inside the Judges Enclave, near the Margalla hills.

“It is informed that Chief Justice House, under your occupation, is required to be vacated for handing over to the present Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr Justice Abdul Hameed Dogar, as he is facing great inconvenience in his present residence due to non-availability of office facility in the residence,” the order, dated Jan 12, said.

“It is, therefore, requested to kindly vacate the said house within a week’s time so that the Honourable Chief Justice is shifted to the house at the earliest,” the government’s order said. It addressed Justice Iftikhar as a retired judge.


Copies of the order were sent to the registrar of the Supreme Court, secretary of housing and works and the director general of PWD.


Justice Iftikhar said in his reply that he was still the chief justice under the 1973 Constitution and was entitled to retain the government accommodation till superannuation (Dec 2013).

He recalled a decision made at a meeting of the full court, comprising all the then judges of the Supreme Court, on May 21 last year, allowing judges or the chief justice six months to vacate any government house.

He also said that he was under house arrest since Nov 3 and had no idea what was going on “against my interests”. “Therefore, in these circumstances, I cannot be pressed to vacate this house within a week’s period,” Justice Iftikhar said.

(By Nasir Iqbal, Dawn-1, 13/01/2008)

Sixteen factories gutted in Ramswami

A huge fire erupted in a factory situated in Ramswami, Ranchor Line area, on Sunday. As a result, some fifteen to sixteen small factories of plastic grains and wooden material were completely gutted.

According to initial reports, the fire broke out in a plastic grains factory in the aforementioned area at about a quarter to eight in the evening. As soon as the news of the fire spread, police and Rangers personnel reached the spot and cordoned off the area. Several ambulances were also called at the spot. 

By the time the firefighters reached the area, the fire had spread to other factories. 


According to chief fire officer, more than fifteen fire tenders took part in extinguishing the fire and controlled it after an hour-long struggle. “It could have proved fatal since there was a residential area close to the spot where the fire broke out,” he said, adding, “Luckily, the fire was contained but it already engulfed some sixteen small factories as they were situated very close to each other.”

He pointed out that they also called on fire tenders from the DHA and KPT while water tankers from the Rangers were also called on for assistance. “It was a fire of rank three so we did not want any risk and immediately called other agencies to help us,” he said. 


The chief fire officer stated that the cause of fire could not be ascertained. However, no injuries were reported according to initial reports.


Four shops gutted in Erum Shopping Centre: At least four shops were partly gutted when carpets lying in the corridor of Erum Shopping Centre, North Karachi, caught fire.


A fire was reported in the shopping centre around 9am when fire tenders from the city government rushed to the place to extinguish the blaze. Rangers and police personnel cordoned off the area. According to fire brigade sources, five fire tenders worked for nearly two hours to extinguish the fire.


According to a fireman who headed the operation, a passer-by who was present at the site informed them that heavy smoke was emitting from the shopping centre. When they reached the site, the fire increased and they asked for more fire tenders for assistance. 


The sources present at the site said that four shops were partly damaged and luckily no one was injured in the incident despite the fact that people were sleeping on the upper floors of the four-storeyed building. 

They said that there were drums of glue (used in carpet works) that might have caught fire and burst. Sources further said that the shopping centre was a commercial building but there was also a residential portion where families were sleeping unaware of the fire on the ground floor.


The shopkeepers association alleged that the fire was a deliberate sabotage attempt by someone. However, fire brigade sources said that the building did not even have a watchman and that the incident was reported by a passer-by which, according to them, was proof of negligence on the part of the building management.

Meanwhile, two masons sustained severe burn injuries at a construction site when a gas pipeline caught fire early in the afternoon. Due to excavation work at a construction site in Niazi Colony near Muhammadi Masjid Sector 1D of Orangi town, a gas pipeline was damaged which caught fire. As a result, Aiman and Barsat, the two masons working there, got injured.

(The News-14, 14/01/2008)

Villagers of Shah Bhittai Goth fear eviction

According to the residents of Shah Bhittai Goth which is located near Manghopir, Gadap town, they are afraid of the land mafia, who have threatened the villagers to vacate their homes despite having the official documents under the Sindh Gothabad Scheme. 


“We have been residing in the locality for the last four decades and the provincial government’s authorities issued lease documents to us under the Sindh Gothabad Scheme in 1994. We have been demanding from the city government to provide basic facilities like water, electricity and gas to our locality,” said a village activist Mohammed Sabir Khan.

“We were waiting to receive these facilities sooner or later but the land mafia in connivance with the Gadap Town Revenue officials and the police, brought bulldozers to demolish our homes. We then approached the concerned authorities for some help. We showed our lease documents to the officials present there but they threatened us with dire consequences if we did not vacate the village,” he said.


Another activist, Mohammed Javed, said that they (the land mafia and revenue officials) demolished school buildings which had been built by the villagers on a self help basis where about 57 children were enrolled.


The villagers allegedly said it was happening under the supervision of the Gadap town deputy district officer, revenue. “We showed the official stay order of the Supreme Court of Pakistan but he threw the paper and said they had come to demolish the village because it had been built illegally.”


The affected people are of the opinion that the land mafia wanted to use the village land for commercial purposes by pressuring the poor villagers into leaving their abodes. They accused the police, the town revenue officials and the city government authority of depriving them of their shelters, instead of providing protection them.

The people said that the Gadap town revenue officials and police are involved in this conspiracy along with the land mafia and they may resort to creating a law and order situation because the villagers do not want to vacate their homes at any cost.


When contacted, a spokesman of Gadap town said, “This was the action of the anti-encroachment cell, working under the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). The town’s revenue department also works under the CDGK.”

He went on to say that the CDGK officials do not even bother to inform the concerned town administration prior to taking any such action.


Explaining, he said that several villages have been here long before partition. The residents have legal lease documents but the CDGK officials abuse the orders of the provincial government and deprive the local people of their shelters.

“It is a common practice, especially against the local people, which should be stopped. Otherwise this kind of mass displacement may create a law and order situation at any time,” he said.


Since the land mafia is active and eyeing the isolated localities of the suburbs to use the village lands for commercial purposes, poor residents living there through their forefathers are frightened of such actions and wide displacement.

They have appealed to the political parties to help the people residing in isolated villages in suburbs as the land mafia along with law enforcement agencies are on a rampage, forcing villagers to leave their homes. 

The villagers have also demanded the caretaker chief minister and other authorities to look into the matter and save the poor people, who are being deprived of shelter by the land mafia.

(The News, 19, 18/01/2008)

FEBRUARY

250 makeshift huts gutted in Gulshan

A raging fire on Thursday reduced over 250 makeshift huts to ashes in Block-9, in Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town near Aziz Bhatti Park, police and area people said.


However, there were no reports of any casualties as only four persons including three children received minor burn injuries, who were treated at local private hospitals and discharged.

Soon after receiving information vis-à-vis the incident, three fire tenders were dispatched to extinguish the fire but before they could reach the spot, the fire had spread to a small locality and the city fire department had to send three more fire tenders to control the raging blaze.


The Gulshan-e-Iqbal town, UC-6, Nazim Mirza Azhar Beg who was present on the spot said over 200 Jhuggis had been completely gutted before the arrival of the fire tenders.

He said they were distributing warm clothes, edibles and tents among the affectees and said that the Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Nazim also visited the spot and assured that after evaluation, compensation would be provided to the affected people.


A labourer, Ahmed Ali whose makeshift house gutted in the fire told The News that he was away on his job and only children were present at the locality when the fire broke out and burnt down their homes.

He said the fire was out of control reduced everything including dowry of many girls to ashes by the time the fire tenders reached the spot.

An official of fire brigade department when contacted said that after receiving lots of telephone calls, they dispatched fire tenders from Manzoor Colony, North Nazimabad, New Karachi, Shah Faisal and Gulshan-e-Iqbal fire brigade stations to the spot at around 2:45pm and the fire was controlled after one-and-half hour.

“Our fire tenders are still busy in cooling operation. Nobody was seriously hurt in the fire but the fire definitely caused property loss” he said.


Ambulance of various welfare organisations including Edhi and Chipa Welfare rushed to the spot and shifted the injured to nearby private hospitals.


The Al-Khidmat Welfare Society volunteers also rushed to the fire-hit area and set up a relief camp and distributed warm clothes and edibles among the affectees.

(By Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 01/02/2008)

Bringing down the house (recklessly)

Nestled in the armpit of Empress Market, Saddar, the Shahabuddin Market is being demolished by the authorities under the guise of development. So far, the demolition (partial right now) process has claimed one life and injured another, but a visit to the demolition site on Wednesday afternoon revealed that even after a passage of five days, the authorities had not woken up to the reality that this unfinished business of demolition is dangerous for the people. 


Assistant Sub-Inspector (SI) Tariq of Preedy Police said that it was just the due official procedure prescribed in the Section 174 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPc) that was invoked to hand over to the heirs concerned the body of 55-year-old Naeemuddin. The latter lost his life when the debris of the demolished Shahabuddin Market fell on him on January 24. 


The SI said that no case could be registered and neither could further investigation be conducted as the details gathered suggest that it was merely an accident with no criminal implication. “The family members of Naeemuddin did not approach us to file a case,” he added. 


A resident of sector 11-D, New Karachi, the police believed that Naeemuddin was the owner of a shop in the meat market in Saddar and he was among the several people at the demolition site to extract some precious metals including metal bars from the demolished structures of the shops. 

The shopkeepers and traders adjacent to the demolition site of Empress Market said that after partial demolition of the Shahabuddin Market almost nine to ten days back the site was left unattended by the demolition team of city-government and people eyeing on the demolition process were given an open chance to extract the precious material from the site and now the demolished structures stand devoid of any metal bars. 


The demolition site littered with boulders and large-sized block structures is still frequented by the scavengers and despite rendered seriously untidy and rocky the site is used as a short-cut passageway by the visitors of Empress Market and adjoining markets of the area. 


The News has learnt that the demolition of the decades-old Shahabuddin Market is being carried out to construct another phase of the multi-storeyed car parking plaza in Saddar. 

Nobody knows what happened when Naeemuddin was there at the site of demolition and how the debris fell on him. One fruit seller, Nabi Ahmed, has perhaps the most accurate account of the incident as, according to him, the deceased along with two young men was extracting iron bar from a partially demolished ceiling of a shop when its rickety concrete fell on him around midday, January 24. 


Experts believe demolition like this highly hazardous to human life, especially when the debris is left unattended for such a long period of time. As the least possible safety measure, the site of demolition should be cordoned off by florescent caution tape with clear warning signs and round-the-clock presence of watchman to ward off any human activity at the site. 


The vegetable and fruit sellers of Shahabuddin Market – or whatever is left of it — believe that the death of Naeemuddin was quite natural and nobody can be blamed for the casualty. However, they also feel that leaving the debris unattended for such a long period of time is hardly safe. 

A senior faculty member of the Civil Engineering Department of NED University termed the abandoning of the demolition site without the removal of debris as sheer negligence. He said that the demolition of building structures should always be carried out in a controlled and scientific manner under a defined set of procedures and the removal of debris should be carried out immediately. 


Syed Jamil Akhtar, a qualified construction engineer who has 10 years of construction experience, said that in case the debris of the demolition site cannot be immediately removed, the area should be properly cordoned off.. “I don’t think there is any justification for not removing the debris from a demolition site right away,” he added.


The District Officer (DO) concerned of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) Manzoor Mughal said that even after the incident, he did not see any need to observe precautionary measures at the demolition site to pre-empt any future risks to human life. “You can’t do much to prevent any human loss when there is trespassing in your area by unauthorised people,” he said. 


The remaining shopkeepers and traders of Shahabuddin Market, some of them doing business there as third-generation retailers in the market constructed just after Partition, had an ambivalent stance on their shifting to a temporary market near the Saddar Dawakhana for one year at least. They are certain, however, that their shops will be demolished in a similarly reckless fashion as was done some 10 days back.

(By M. Azeem Samar, The News-20, 01/02/2008)

Encroachments at Karimabad becomes a chronic problem
KARACHI, Feb 3: Encroach-ments on a large scale have reappeared on the pavements and roads running along the Meena Bazaar and Bazaar-i-Faisal at Karimabad intersection causing immense hardship to motorists and pedestrians alike.


Women, most of them accompanied by children, are the worst-affected as both the bazaars offer merchandise mostly for women and children and the whole locality often remains crowded due to the congestion created by the encroachers. People are forced to walk on the left over space on the roads with speeding vehicles posing threat to their lives, especially during the evening rush hours.


Removed several times in the past, the encroachments have left almost no space for pedestrians to walk along. The footpaths provided at both the bazaars have fully been occupied by vendors, most of whom have spread their merchandise on the portion of the road falling in front of their stalls. Ultimately, their customers have to stand or walk on the remaining portion of the busy and congested roads. While the customers and the children accompanying them are prone to an accident, the growing encroachments are responsible for the repeated gridlocks at the intersection.


Hundreds of vehicles pass through this intersection from all four directions at a time and the absence of traffic signals creates a traffic chaos every now and then. Ironically, no traffic signal has been installed at this vital intersection even after the horrible accident that had claimed lives of two girls, students of the APWA College located in the neighbourhood, and a biker in the recent past.


Lenient attitude responsible

A lenient attitude adopted by the local administration towards encroachers over several decades had encouraged vendors to set up their small and big stalls all along the footpaths of the two bazaars. The hazards created by them stirred considerable uproar from general public and many of the shopkeepers, whose business was affected by the mushroom growth of vending. To silence the aggrieved people, the local administration carried out anti-encroachment drive several years ago to remove all the unauthorised stalls, pushcarts, etc.


However, no measures were taken to prevent reemergence of such encroachments and resultantly, the achievements through the drive stood neutralised as the encroachers returned to their places and gradually reoccupied the whole footpaths. A couple of anti-encroachment drives had to be carried out, though with a long interval, by the Gulberg Town administration but again the same lenient attitude reverted the locality to the pre-drive situation.

Since the right side lanes of the roads running along these bazaars have been spared for parking, these often remain packed with auto-rickshaws, taxis, cabs, buses and minibuses waiting for passengers. The haphazard manner in which these vehicles are parked or moved only adds to the woes of pedestrians and motorists.


Shopkeepers worried

Attributing the situation to the “criminal negligence on the part of the town administration and the police”, shopkeepers of Meena Bazaar and Bazaar-i-Faisal say that the congestion also facilitates street crimes, pointing out that a remarkable surge in theft and snatching of cellphones, purse, etc is always noticed when the encroachers block the pavements and cause congestion in and around the bazaars. They argue that the unauthorised vending stalls are badly affecting their business as their customers could not find access to their shops.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-14, 04/02/2008)

Korangi fire reduces timber market to ashes

A fierce Category-III fire broke out early Tuesday morning in a timber market in Korangi no.6, and gutted several shops, a furniture factory and a timber warehouse, as well as two vehicles, before the city fire brigade could control the blaze with the help of 17 fire tenders and two snorkels.


No one was hurt, however. Timber market merchants claim that they suffered heavy material losses. One of them estimated his loss at around eight million rupees and criticized the fire department for negligence and for reaching the site “very late.”


Chief Fire Officer Esteshamuddin said meanwhile, that although the fire was “huge” and spread rapidly due to the dry winds, fire tenders reached the spot “on time and their hard work of over two-and-a-half hours resulted in controlling the inferno.”


“Some 17 fire tenders including one each from the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) took part in the fire control operation. We also used snorkels because the market where the fire broke out was in the middle of a densely populated area,” the chief fire officer said, adding however, that they’re still not sure what caused the fire or how much loss was incurred by the traders.

The fire also spread to a nearby motor mechanic’s workshop and two Suzuki vehicles (registration numbers CA-1384 and KB-1002) were also burnt down completely.


A trader, Muhammad Zahoor, whose furniture factory was gutted in the fire, said that he suffered a loss of around eight million rupees and all the raw material and machinery used in the woodwork was reduced to ashes before help arrived.

A watchman at the timber market told The News that the fire started at 6.00 a.m. and spread within no time. Initially, only one fire tender reached the spot. More were called in later, he said.


Nasimuddin, the owner of a warehouse, also claimed to have suffered a loss of millions of rupees.

The blaze caused immense panic among the residents of the area, and many of them vacated their homes and shops fearing that the fire may spread to the residential compounds. It was controlled in time, however, and the houses were spared.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 07/02/2008)

Three sisters die in shanty town blaze
KARACHI, Feb 13: Three sisters were burnt to death when a fire swept through huts on the outskirts of the city in Gadap Town early Wednesday morning. Their [image: image1.jpg]fire destroys huts

in a Manzoor Colony shanty
town. —Shakil Adil / White Star




mother desperately tried to pull them out of the raging blaze — and sustained serious burns in the process — but failed to rescue them.


Witnesses and officials said the fire destroyed all the 11 huts set up mostly by Afghan refugees near Jannat Gul Town adjacent to the Lyari Expressway behind Al Asif Square in Sohrab Goth. The city saw the outbreak of three more fires, in Manzoor Colony, Ramswami and Sharea Faisal.


The Central Fire Brigade’s control room registered the Gadap Town fire outbreak time at 4.46am.


Though the police authorities saw the early morning fire as an accident, the town administration did not rule out the possibility of arson or ‘an external factor’, which cost the children their lives and destroyed the poor families’ dwelling places.


An eyewitness said the fire created panic among the residents, who left for safer places in the cold weather, leaving behind the family of Sher Ahmed, who was not woken by the neighbours when the fire broke out.

“They [Sher Ahmed’s family] woke up on their own and we believe it was too late to get out of such a fire,” said a fire department official, who was accompanied by three fire trucks used in the operation.

He said the adults of the family rushed out of the hut but there was a strong possibility that the three girls left sleeping inside might have fallen unconscious due to suffocation.


“Their mother, screaming and shouting for help, rushed through the blazing hut to rescue her daughters and pulled one of them out. But she herself sustained serious burn injuries and fell unconscious,” he added. “When she regained her consciousness, she again tried to jump into the fire, but area people restrained her from endangering her life,” he said, quoting area people, who gathered there to help put out the fire on their own before the fire tenders reached the spot.


When the firefighters entered Sher Ahmed’s burnt hut, they took out the critically burnt minor girls – seven-year-old Fazila and three-year-old Zarina. They were rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital with their elder sister,10-year-old Aaiza.


As the doctors at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital pronounced the three girls dead, their mother, 35-year-old Zulaikha Bibi, was taken to the burns centre of the Civil Hospital Karachi, where her condition was stated to be critical as she had sustained 35 per cent burns.


The tragic incident, which shocked the area people, did not leave a clear clue for the police and fire department officials to ascertain the cause of the deadly fire.

“We don’t suspect any external factor in the incident as it was purely an accident,” said Ameer Hussain Lehri, SP of Gadap Town. “Such cases don’t need the registration of FIRs but obviously there was a proceeding of Section 174 of criminal procedure code, which is done usually in accidents.”


The Gadap Town administration did not disagree with police but at the same time raised questions that indicated a few causes that could be taken into account while investigating the matter instead of closing the issue once for all.

“We can’t conclusively attribute a cause to the fire,” said Murtaza Baloch, the Gadap Town nazim, after holding a meeting with the town’s municipal officer, who visited the site and apprised him of the report.

“Such encroachments, or huts, can’t be prevented from emerging; neither do they pose any serious threat to development work. But obviously they are vulnerable to fires and other ugly incidents due to the non-existence of proper infrastructure.”


Experts endorsed the statement, elaborating that the lack of proper facilities coupled with the bad weather had put the people in huts at risk of fire more than the previous days.

“The fire was not so big. But in huts like these, built purely with bamboos, straws and cartons, it turned out to be devastating,” said Ehteshamuddin, the chief fire officer. “Similarly in the weather with low humidity and heavy gusty winds, open areas where such huts have been set up are at serious risk of fires.”


Hindu community huts

More than a hundred huts belonging to the Hindu community were reduced to ashes and five persons were injured in an intense fire that erupted in Manzoor Colony on Wednesday morning, adds PPI.


Fire brigade officials said they were informed that a fire had erupted in the hundreds of makeshift houses in Junejo Town at 9.45am.Five firefighting engines were rushed to the scene, they said, adding that after hectic efforts of many hours the fire-fighters put out the blaze. The official said up to 70 per cent of the huts had been burnt.


Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed also reached the scene and inspected the rescue operation. The chief of the Hindu community, Maharaj, was also present.

Fire brigade official said the cause of the fire could not be ascertained.


Another fire was reported in the Sea Breeze Plaza on Sharea Faisal in the afternoon. City fire brigade officials said their vehicles were busy extinguishing the fire in Manzoor Colony, therefore, the DHA fire station was asked to take care of the plaza fire.


A DHA fire engine reached the scene and found that an electric meter was on fire. However, it was put out without any major loss.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 14/02/2008)

Three minors burnt alive in hut fire

Three minor girls were burnt alive while their mother was seriously injured when a blaze engulfed an Afghan family’s makeshift hut in a shanty town in Sohrab Goth. The fire erupted in the early hours of Wednesday in Janat Gul town near Al-Asif Square.


There are over 100 makeshift huts in area situated within the jurisdiction of the Sohrab Goth police station. SHO Javed Iqbal Afridi said that 30-year-old Zulekha had lit firewood to boil water, while her four children and husband, Sher Muhammad, were asleep in the hut.


The blaze suddenly got bigger, engulfed their hut, and reduced it to ashes within moments. Zulekha was injured, while her daughters, 10-year-old Aziza, six-year-old Fazila, and two-and-a-half-year-old Zarina were burnt alive. Her son and her husband were unhurt, however, SHO Afridi said, adding that the blaze also damaged nine adjoining huts.

A fire brigade official said that they were informed about the incident at around 03:30 a.m., and three vehicles were rushed to the spot, thus saving other huts in the area. The bodies of Zulekha’s daughters were shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH), while Zulekha herself was admitted to the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) burns ward. The police said that the fire was accidental.


In another incident, a fire was reported in Junejo Goth near Manzoor Colony, and several makeshift huts were gutted, causing burn injuries to three children who were taken to CHK for treatment.

An official of the Central Fire Brigade said that they were informed about the fire at around 11:45 a.m. Five fire tenders were rushed to the spot. By the time they arrived, however, 70 percent of the makeshift huts in the area had been reduced to ashes. Fire fighters managed to save the remaining, however.


Those injured in the blaze include 14-year-old Riaz, and two other children whose identities could not be ascertained. They were shifted to a hospital for further treatment. Meanwhile, another fire erupted in the meter room of Sea Breeze Plaza on Shahrah-e-Faisal. It did not cause a considerable loss, however. The fire was reported at around 12:25 p.m. and five DHA fire tenders were sent to control the blaze.

(The News-13, 14/02/2008)

190 families watch their lives disappear in seconds


KARACHI: The massive fire that broke out Wednesday morning in Hindu Basti, Mehmoodabad Colony, destroyed the assets of nearly 190 families.

Forty-eight year old Jeewani is one of them. She had just finished preparing for her elder son Chamman’s wedding and was planning on leaving then for Ganga Teerath on a holy pilgrimage [image: image2.jpg]


to India. “I earned for all the wedding materials and 50 grams of gold after ten years of hard labor for my only son,” she told Daily Times. “We were planning his wedding next month and after that I was to leave for Ganga, but now it seems impossible.”


Jeewani was sitting at a temporary relief camp set by party workers of PML-Q candidate Irfanullah Kahn Marwat. But Jeewani claimed that they were not being allowed to leave. “Armed men are not allowing us to leave the camp, but I have to go outside to find the gold in the ashes,” she claimed. 


Hindu Basti is a small colony rectangular shaped area over about four acres of land sandwiched between Rehmani Colony and Bachat Bazaar in Memoodabad. Nearly 200 families of the scheduled or untouchable castes, Bagri or Banjara, live there. Most of the residents earn as sweepers, scavengers or pushcart vendors. An old Shiva temple was also located in the middle of the colony where residents gathered every evening to perform Pooja. It was also destroyed in the fire. 


The colony falls in the constituency of PS-114 where a tough contest is expected between rival political parties Muttahida Qaumi Movement and the PML-Q. Though 12 candidates of different political parties including the PPP, PML-Q and independents are contesting, the real fight is expected between Rauf Siddiqui and Marwat. Both have been ministers in the last Sindh government. 


As the fire broke out Wednesday morning, several workers from both parties rushed to the area with banners and party flags and immediately set relief camps on the spot. 


But not all the residents were impressed. “We have been living here for many years but we don’t even have natural gas, electricity and water supply connections,” said Kali Das. “And when these leaders were in the power, they did not bother to even visit the area and now when election day is near, they rush just to get our sympathies.” 


The 55-year-old Kali Das does not remember the exact year they started living there. “We came here when I was a young child,” he said. 


Shri Ram Nath Maharaj, caretaker of the Shri Punch Mukhi Hanuman Mandir and the spiritual leader of the colony, estimated 2,500 people have suffered. “The people of this colony lost everything and political parties are just playing a game to win their sympathies but I will not allow them to and I told the residents to leave their camps,” he said. 


Maharaj put the age of the colony at about 30 years. 

Irfanullah Marwat denied that party workers prevented the residents from leaving the camps. “We have set up the relief camps so the children and women could get some temporary help till the government compensates them and we were the first to set the camps,” he told Daily Times. “Perhaps our opponents didn’t allow them to leave.” 


Meanwhile, Muttahida Qaumi Movement candidate for the same constituency Rauf Siddiqi rejected the allegations and said that his workers have set up camps and provided the people food. “If we set up the camps first that doesn’t mean we need their votes.”

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 14/02/2008)

MARCH

Anti-encroachment drive in Korangi Town

Korangi Town began its anti-encroachment drive on the 9000 Road on Wednesday by removing 50 cabins, 33 push carts and other illegal structures. Muhammad Arif Khan, the town nazim visited the demolition site on the road and asserted that nobody will be allowed to illegally occupy lands belonging to others. He informed the residents of the area that 9000 Road was to be a model road and he needed their cooperation to deal with the menace affectively.


SITE TOWN: Town Nazim, Izhar Uddin Ahmed Khan asked the sanitation workers of the town to perform their jobs with integrity. Talking to the sanitary staff on Wednesday, he addressed their problems individually and assured to solve their issues.


Khan warned the staff that no excuse will be accepted, if an individual is found guilty for carelessness and will be dismissed from his post. Therefore, workers should focus on their professional job and give 100 per cent attendance, he added.


The local town administration will also pay surprise visits to various localities of the town to check the quality of service and in case, they receive any complaint regarding the sanitary staff, the concern person will face departmental enquiry, he explained. 


BALDIA TOWN: Town Nazim, Kamran Akhtar inspected the road carpeting project in Anjam Colony, Union Council (UC) 7 on Wednesday. During the visit, he told the area people that the project after the completion of the project worth Rs8.5 million, the locals will then move freely to the nearby locations and surroundings. 


PPI adds: Acting Nazim Malir Town, Sharafat Ali has taken notice of damaged water pipelines and water shortages in different parts of the town and directed officials concerned to resolve the issues with immediate effect.

He issued these directives while presiding over a meeting of KWSB officials and UC Nazims at his office on Wednesday. He said that steps should be taken to repair the main water line along Khursheed Begum Road so that the residents’ problems can be resolved. He instructed officials to start work on the suspended water supply project in Saudia Colony, S-2 Area and Sabir Colony with immediate effect, besides overcoming water shortages in the GH Area. 


The nazim said that a complaint of mixing sewage into potable water in the D-1 Area should also be redressed. Some elements have disconnected water lines at Mola Ram Compound and KDA Morr which should be restored as well, he added.


LYARI TOWN: Naib Nazim Abdul Rahim Baloch on Wednesday took charge as acting Town Nazim Lyari after the resignation of Town Nazim Muhammad Fayyaz Malik.

(The News-19, 06/03/2008)

Drive against encroachments

KARACHI, March 7: The CDGK is launching an anti-encroachment drive from Saturday to enforce civic discipline on over a dozen main carriageways in the metropolis, said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal.


Talking to newsmen at his office on Friday, he said that roadside vendors and parking of vehicles along main carriageways are the main reasons behind traffic jams and in order to maintain a smooth flow of traffic the CDGK, in collaboration with the town administrations, has decided to take action against them.

He said that from Saturday, the city government would remove all pushcarts and other encroachments while vehicles found parked along the main carriageways would be issued tickets and impounded.

(Dawn-17, 08/03/2008)

Residents, CDGK locked in compensation battle


KARACHI: The construction of the Shah Faisal-Korangi bridge is being delayed over the demolition of 52 leased houses of Reta Plot in Shah Faisal Colony, Daily Times learnt on Sunday. The project is meant to solve the gridlocks at Quaidabad, Landhi and Qayyumabad.

The owners of the houses lying in the way of the bridge being constructed on the Malir River at an estimated cost of Rs 1.5 billion have demanded the city government compensate them on the present market value rather than its own policy. “The officials marked our houses six months back and some two months ago they approached us to vacate them to complete the bridge,” said one resident, who declined to be named. “We demanded they pay us according to the market value which is increasing day by day but they have yet to decide.” 


The residents have been offered alternate plots in Sector-10 of Korangi but they are reluctant to move there as they are used to living in the middle of the city and their entire lives are based around it. “But if we get the right offer, we will vacate our houses but first they should finalize the compensation,” the resident mentioned. Sources in the city government said that the Revenue Department has been paid Rs 15.7 million to resolve the issue for the 52 houses but negotiations continue. 


Khalid Masroor of the Works and Services Department told Daily Times that the negotiations would end in the next couple of days. He said that the owners may be demanding payment based on market value but the city government will pay them on its own policy. He did not disclose the policy.


Resident engineer Mubeen Ahmed Khan told Daily Times that most of the work on the five-kilometer long bridge between Korangi and Shah Faisal Colony has been completed except for the portion in Reta Plot. Carpeting on the approach roads from Malir River embankment to Singer Chowrangi in Korangi have been completed in addition to carpeting on the bridge. The approaching road in Shah Faisal Colony from Shamma Shopping Center will be widened as well. 

Work on this 1.5-billion-rupee project under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme started in June 2005 and was scheduled to be completed in two years. The city nazim asked about the delay two months ago during a visit. He vowed the demolition would take place in one month but this dispute has become a hurdle.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 10/03/2008)

Overflowing sewage, encroachments irk residents of Saddar

Spread over an area of 54 square kilometres with a population of 1.2 million, Saddar town has thrice the number of problems as compared to the other towns, and the least number of resources. A faulty sewerage system, heavy encroachments, parking issues and the traffic nuisance are just some of the problems afflicting the town. Furthermore, the complaints made by the residents remain unaddressed to date.


Sewerage: A major issue of the town is the sewerage situation. Saddar, which is seven feet below the Lyari River, has its sewage pumped out with the help of pumping machines. There are only two main pumping stations in the town – one is the Jamila pumping station (JPS) built in 1894 while the other is at Clifton from where the sewage goes to Mehmoodabad for treatment and then to the sea. Unfortunately, the Jamila Pumping station (JPS) is too obsolete to function properly.

With the increased water consumption at specific times during the day (for example, prayer times), the load on the drains increase, because of which they overflow almost every other day.

It is because of this that residents have to take detours (which are more time-consuming than the actual route) to get to mosques. The area people also complain complain that garbage continues to pile at dumping sites as it is rarely collected and the sweepers don’t perform their duties regularly either.


Encroachments: Another major issue that the town suffers from is the illegal encroachment of pavements and roads. This problem is most acute in areas such as Empress Market, Tibet Centre and Regal Chowk.

In fact, at Empress Market, vendors on tri-cycles or with pushcarts sell different kinds of products from tooth paste and powder to the clothes and they have occupied more than half of the roads in the area. 

A resident from Union Council (UC) 8 complained about the encroachments near his house, saying that “this is a residential area but the people are indulging in commercial activities here and no one is there to stop them.”


Vendors have admitted that they bribe the town staff. Thus, when the government bodies are carrying out the anti-encroachment drive, these disappear for a while taking all their push carts to the nearby areas and reappear as soon as the town staff gives them the green signal. Similarly, shopkeepers near Empress Market have admitted that the encroachers bribe the town staff.


A similar situation has developed at the Regal bus stop where food items are sold openly on footpaths but the town staff continues to ignore this rather than penalising these vendors. A few months back, Saddar town had taken strict action by removing these encroachments but these vendors have reappeared.


Overcrowding: Saddar town becomes overcrowded during the day with two million ‘outsiders’ (those who come from other towns to Saddar for purposes of business or otherwise) which is twice the size of Saddar town’s population. These people use the electricity, water and other town resources and at the end of the day, they litter and make a mess of things, revealed the Town Nazim, Muhammad Dilawar. He gave the example of North Nazimabad in this regard, saying that the town’s population is 0.8million which decreases to 0.6million in the day.


Parking: The parking problem in the town goes hand in hand with encroachments. Thousands of visitors entering Saddar town (besides traders and employers) are unable to park their vehicles here besides those who live there. Salamat Ali Khan, a resident of Burns Road, said that “I cannot park my car until the hustle and bustle comes to an end late at night,” Khan told The News.


Bus routes: Most buses, whether they come from Landhi or New Karachi, pass through Saddar town, a common route used by most transporters. One wonders why all buses must pass through Saddar, regardless of where they are coming from, and end up at Tower. 


Stray dogs: One of the major issues that residents of Burns Road suffer from are the stray dogs that keep on barking the whole night and appear early in the morning when the people leave for Fajr prayers. “They not only disturb the residents of the area but also harass children,” complained one resident.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 12/03/2008)

Removal of encroachments from bus terminal

SHC directs interior ministry to assist CDGK


The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the interior ministry, police and Rangers to coordinate with the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to remove illegal encroachments from land meant for inter-city bus terminals.

The direction came on the petition of Haji Malik Noor, a transporter, who sought court injunction regarding the allocation of land for CDGK’s inter-city bus terminal.


District Coordination Officer (DCO) Karachi Javed Haneef appeared before the court and submitted that 45 acres of land had been allocated to the CDGK in Deh Bhit Amri at Super Highway for an inter-city bus terminal. However, the CDGK possesses only 15 acres as the rest of the land had been encroached upon, he added.

He said that, due to the encroachment, the CDGK was unable to establish an inter-city bus terminal at the allotted land and sought court direction for law-enforcement agencies to assist the CDGK in this regard.


SHC’s division bench comprising Justice Azizullah M Memon and Arshad Noor Khan, adjourning the matter till March 20, directed the interior ministry and DIG police to assist the CDGK in removing encroachments from the said bus terminal land. 


Meanwhile, the same court took notice of the non-appearance of chief controller, Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), in an illegal construction case and directed him to appear before the court on the next date of hearing in compliance with the court’s order.


President Rah-e-Raast Trust has challenged an illegal construction at the residential portion of a multi-storied building in Clifton’s Block-2 area. He submitted that the management of the restaurant in question was using the residential unit of the building for commercial purpose, but, despite court direction, no action had been taken by the KBCA authorities.

Adjourning the matter till March 20, the court directed the KBCA controller to submit a compliance report.


SHC orders status quo in lawsuit against YMCA: The Sindh High Court has ordered status quo in the lawsuit of a tenant against dispossession by YMCA.


Chaudhry Mohammad Amin submitted that he is a tenant of the defendant in respect of an area measuring 27,724 sq yards out of the plot No-81 and has entered into an arrangement with another defendant Malik Javed to start business of parking, marriage lawns and for other purposes on a 50-50 basis.


Plaintiff’s counsel S.M Afzal Mehmood and Ijaz Ahmed submitted that their client was maintaining his office and store room in the said premises but the defendant was trying to dispossess him from the said premises.


SHC’s single bench comprising Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui, after conducting preliminary hearing of the case, issued notice to the defendant and ordered status quo in the lawsuit.

The court also appointed assistant registrar as Nazir to inspect the suit property and submit his report with regard to the possession of the plaintiff.

(The News-14, 14/03/2008)

20 shanties gutted

As many as twenty shanties were completely gutted in a huge fire that erupted in one of the slums at Juma Goth near NIPA Chowrangi. 


One person was feared to be critically injured but sources could not confirm this as per initial report on Tuesday.

A fire erupted in the slums of Juma Goth located in Block 11 of Gulshan-e-Iqbal in the evening in which twenty shanties, along with the belongings kept inside, were completely gutted. The fire brigade sources claimed to have saved the other five hundred shanties in the same fire as five fire tenders from the city government extinguished the blaze. According to a senior fire officer, one person was critically injured due to receiving deep burn injuries.


In another fire that erupted in an oil tank of a factory located in North Karachi, the sources claimed to have saved the factory while no injuries were reported in that incident. 

The cause of fire could not be known in both cases, the sources said.

(The News-14, 26/03/2008)

APRIL

Gulshan Town: encroached and terrorized

Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town which borders Liaquatabad, Jamshed and Gadap towns and Faisal and Malir Cantonments, is one of the most vibrant and diversified areas of Karachi. With the highest number of universities – both in the public and private sectors – colleges and schools, it is also one of the most literate towns in the city. Sprawled across an area of nearly 100 square kilometres and hosting 1.2 million people, it is also one of the most beautiful and well-managed towns.


Gulshan Town has the highest concentration of the middle and upper middle class. It has the largest number of apartment blocks and is home to the Civic Centre – the headquarters of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). At one point, the town also had the largest number of playgrounds but given the unchecked encroachment here, not many of these grounds are left now. The current town administration, however, has built new parks at the order of Town Nazim Muhammad Wasay Jalil. Also worth mentioning here is Safari Park, the largest of its kind in the city, which is also located in this town. 


The new parks in the town include Kokan Ground, Chandni Park, Jamshed Ansari Park, Jauhar Park, Bagh-e-Mustafa, Ladies’ Park in Block 14 and Ziaul Haq Colony Park, among others and more are being constructed in Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Gulshan-e-Iqbal. Mostly of these parks have been built after the removal of encroachments. 


The town has 13 Union Councils (UCs) that include areas such as the Delhi Mercantile Society, Bahadurabad, Essa Nagri, Shantinagar and some areas of Pehlwan Goth. In the past, the town was a relatively peaceful area but after people from other cities and provinces migrated to the town, the law-and-order situation took a turn for the worse. This was further exacerbated by the apathy of the law-enforcing officials.


Some of the areas where street crime is rampant include Rado, Kamran Chowrangi, Mausamiat (Meteorological office), Jauhar Complex, Safoora Goth and Pehlwan Goth in Gulistan-e-Jauhar. In fact, Pehlwan Goth is a hot bed for late night robberies. Essa Nagri, on the other hand, is notorious its liquor stores and the flesh trade that goes on over there. Block 13-D of the town is also routinely targeted by criminals. According to the police, these thugs come from Yaseenabad and its katchi abadis in Federal B Area. 


Scheme 33 along with some parts of Gulzar-e-Hijri is notorious for drug sales, car snatching and buffalo theft. Another area that has a high crime rate is the belt between PIB Colony (part of it) and Civic Centre. Bank robberies are also very common in the area. 


Interestingly enough, compared to the other towns, sanitation is not that big a problem in the town. The Town Municipal Administration (TMA) has been largely successful in keeping the town clean, however some areas still need attention as there is no system of garbage collection in place. In this regard, the fault also lies with the residents who, it seems, are hardly concerned about putting trash in dumping sites.


As mentioned earlier, Gulshan Town is replete with encroachments. The all-powerful land mafia is quite active in town and ‘distributes’ shanties built on small tracts of land for a ‘reasonable’ amount to migrant families, said a resident while talking to The News. There is no sewerage system in the katchi abadis. Human excrement and garbage are littered all around the area much to the disgust of the residents. Water is taken from the pipelines and power is stolen through the kunda system.


An example in this regard is the area opposite the University of Karachi (KU). The illegal katchi abadi there is a nuisance to the area people, in general, and to the students the university, in particular. This settlement was demolished by the CDGK but has reappeared. Robbery, theft, prostitution and begging are routinely practiced in this shanty. 


Moeen Kamali, an educationist living in Gulistan-e-Jauhar, is wary of the unchecked encroachments, which, according to him, are the “root of all evil”. “I purchased this house [where he is currently living] after pooling my resources. I planned to write columns and books inside the comfort of my home. However, this is not possible because people have encroached around the area and there is no peace and tranquillity anymore,” he complained. 

The illegal settlements also put up Indian and Hollywood movies which are spiced by pornography in between the scenes. The violence and sensuality in these films is attracting the youth of these katchi abadis which is playing a big hand in morally corrupting them. This then gives way to the lewd and unbecoming behaviour of the people.


Stray dogs are also a source of trepidation to the residents of the town. The anti-stray dog drive was taken on by Niamatullah Khan, the previous City Nazim, as well as the CDGK. Both drives were successful to some extent. Unfortunately, the dog population has multiplied once again and cases of dog bites have been reported in different areas. 

Finally, it must be mentioned that the town has a number of flyovers – more than any other town – which has eased the traffic problems to a large extent.

(By Perwez Abdullah, The News-19, 02/04/2008)

PFF plans drive against eviction of fishermen
KARACHI, April 17: The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), an organisation representing the fishermen community, has announced launching of a protest campaign on April 21 against the “excesses committed by the Defence Housing Authority to evict fishermen from their ancestral villages and deprive hundreds of them of their livelihood.”


Speaking at a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Thursday, PFF general secretary Saeed Baloch and other leaders said that the DHA administration was forcing the fishermen’s community to abandon the make-shift jetty in Gizri Creek. They condemned the DHA move, maintaining that it was in violation of an understanding reached between the two sides in 2005.

Describing the action as the latest in the series of exploitative moves against the poor community, they pointed out that this was the fourth time over the past three decades that fishermen were being evicted from a jetty.

“In 2005, the then DHA administrator had concluded a written agreement with the local fishermen under which they were allowed to continue with their fishing activities in the creek from 6am to 6pm. However, the incumbent administrator refuses to honour the accord on the grounds that there is no reference of a jetty in the agreement,” he said, adding: “It’s been eight days now that the fishermen are unable to get to their job.”


According to PFF, families of around 2,000 fishermen have been facing starvation.

Condemning the treatment meted out to the poor fishermen by the DHA security personnel recently, Mr Baloch claimed that those who tried to resume fishing in the creek were subjected to torture. “Their bicycles were impounded and boats damaged or torched,” he alleged. “It’s a moment of reflection for everybody that hundreds of families deprived of even basic facilities barely survive amidst an elite colony. While multi-million dollar mega projects are being executed, villages of poor fishermen are without water even today,” he said.


Recollecting the unfortunate events in the past, he said that bad luck struck fishermen when the Defence Welfare Housing Authority was established in the name of military officials’ wellbeing and thousands of fishermen were evicted from their ancestral villages and forced to abandon their jetties one after another.

The invaluable lands were handed over to the DHA at a throwaway price and, later, sold for millions of rupees,” he claimed.


The PFF leaders recalled that fishermen were first evicted in the 1980s from the Gizri Creek jetty, which had been in their use since 1947. The fishermen then moved to the Marina Club site which proved to be a temporary arrangement. After enduring abuses, threats, arrests and losses at the hands of DHA personnel, the fishermen set up a jetty near the DHA College but were soon evicted from there, they said.


The atrocities, they lamented, forced several hundred fishermen families to move to other settlements of their community like the villages in Keamari Town, Salehabad, Ibrahim Hyderi and the islands of Baba Bhit and Shamspir. The migration was still continuing, they added.


The PFF leaders said that they had decided to launch the movement as the new DHA administrator was not responding to their repeated calls to stop depriving the poor fishermen of their only livelihood and ancestral settlements.

They appealed to the government to take notice of the injustice against the fishermen, who were already under immense stress due to the depleting fish catch.

(Dawn-18, 18/04/2008)

Hindu colony pleads for more than 2 days before eviction


KARACHI: Hindu sanitation workers of Doly Khata Compound 40 in Soldier Bazaar have pleaded for more than two days to vacate the land which has been bought by a private party. 

The residents do not have any legal papers and neither claim ownership but say that they were not given any warning. “The land basically belongs to the Pakistan Army’s Military Land Department,” maintained resident Laxman. “Recently, the department sold the land to a private party which started vacating the Hindu settlements on it without any prior warning.” 


He claimed that the person who bought the land came to the colony with the police and told them to vacate it within two days. He admitted that the residents of the colony do not have a single ownership document and do not claim ownership. However, they do need a little time before making the move.

The colony consists of a single file of small houses on both sides of a seweage line. “Though we have no ownership records, the British government issued our parents permits in 1940 to live in this colony,” said resident Ram Lal.


Residents told Daily Times that they have water, electricity and natural gas connections. “I have a complete record of the ration cards issued by President Ayub Khan in the early 1960s,” said an elderly woman. 


The memorial stone over the main gate of the temple reads, “Shri Rama Pir Naval Mandar Doly Khata Compound 1940,” in Sindhi language. The residents have also been told to shift the two temples. 

Almost all the residents, including women and youngsters, work as sanitation workers for different towns, the CDGK or private offices. “We can’t afford to buy new land to build our homes. We demand the authorities compensate us before shifting us somewhere else,” said Lalu. 


The residents said that heavy contingents of the Saddar police raided the colony along with female police personnel and started bulldozing their houses. They stopped when the residents protested that they needed more than two days at least to find another place to live.  “They have been living in the colony for the last many decades, but they do not own the land. The land belonged to the military. Someone else bought it from them and wants to do construction on it. Obviously, he wants his land vacated,” said Saddar SHO Naeem Khan. He said that the Saddar Police Station received official directives to be present to control the law and order during the evacuation. 

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 22/04/2008)

Encroachments removed

KARACHI, April 22: The teams of the regulation and anti-encroachment departments of Shah Faisal Town with the help of the community police carried out an anti-encroachment operation in the town on Tuesday.

Hundreds of encroachments were removed during the operation. The administration has warned people against using footpaths for business purposes.


TMO Syed Fazeel Ahmed Bukhari, Town Officer (Infrastructure) Abid Mehmood and other officials were also present.

The acting town nazim, Karimuddin, asked the people to help the authorities establish a problem-free society and protect government land. He also pledged to initiate stern action against land grabbers and sought people’s cooperation in this regard.


Meanwhile, in a similar operation in Liaquatabad Town makeshift stalls and other encroachments were removed from Jahangirabad and Kabari Market and from various areas of Khamosh Colony.


Cleanliness work

The acting town nazim of Malir, Sharafat Ali, visited different union councils of the town and inspected the sanitary conditions. He also checked the attendance register of the sanitation department employees.


The nazim visited Khokhrapar UC 4, UC 5, Chaman Colony UC 6, Sahibdad Goth UC 7 and Nashterabad UC 1 and directed the DTO Solid Waste, Kashif Ahmed Khan, to ensure presence of employees in the offices and said that negligence in this regard would not be tolerated.

(Dawn-18, 23/04/2008)

MAY

Shopkeepers dissatisfied with new location

Shopkeepers that were shifted from Khawaja Shahabuddin Market to the new shops on Preedy Street, Lines Area, are unhappy with the new location.


They say that buyers do not turn up to shop at the new location which is why their business has declined by as much as 80 per cent, thus incurring losses. Many consumers say that the absence of public transport in that area dissuades them from going there. “Since public buses do not go towards that end of the street, buyers prefer shopping from other places that are convenient for them,” said Haji Abdul Ghani, an occupant in Block A.


Furthermore, the old market was centrally located whereas Preedy Street is isolated from the rest of the shopping areas. “Most of the customers at the old market used to travel by bus and since the bus stop is quite far from the new location, they find it difficult to go to Preedy Street,” said shopkeepers.


Since these markets have items priced at wholesale rates, thus “if a customer has to pay extra for transport, then the cost turns out to be just about the same “ said another visitor to the market. Also, the fact that the Lines Area is notorious for being a criminal den makes customers want to avoid going there. “Visitors are robbed here every other day,” said Mansoor Alam, who lives in Block C, adding that no rickshaw driver agrees to go there at night. “Recently, a shop in Block C was robbed of valuables worth Rs75,000,” he added.


Meanwhile, poor planning and lack of infrastructure adds to the miseries of the shopkeepers here. One road of the Preedy Street, on which Islamia Girls College is situated, has been closed due to the under-construction parking plaza while the other road has been left open for two-way traffic that is being encroached upon by vendors. As a result, accidents have become the norm here. Another street that lies on the other side of the plot, parallel to Preedy Street, is also in bad shape. The road is broken with lots of open manholes, trash and no street lights. “Visitors don’t like coming here after dark,” complained the shopkeepers.


The new shops have been built as three blocks on separate plots located on the street with distances in between. Divided into three blocks – A, B and C – the 7 by 7 square feet shops have been constructed in a haphazard manner, complained the shopkeepers.


These shops are a quarter of the size of those in Shahabuddin Market. “Although two shops are given against one shop, but the size of each shop is so small that even the two put together are not as big as the previous shops,” they added. For example, Abdul Qadir who had a 12 by 18 square feet shop in the old market has been given two shops of 7 by 7 at the new market. The two shops together are only half of what he had before.


The owners also disclosed that the sizes of the old shops have deliberately misrepresented in official records. Since the shopkeepers did not want to move there, they were were shifted by force. “We had no option other than complying since they had warned us that they would break the shutter locks if we resisted,” said Najam, another shop owner.


Numerous shops in the new market are under dispute – some of them have multiple claimants. Faisal Habib, who has multiple shops in Block A, told The News that his grandfather had bought a shop in Shahabuddin Market from his friend. Around Rs31,000 out of Rs40,000 have already been paid. His grandfather had been paying all the bills and bearing all expenses for the past 40 years. Habib claimed his family has all the receipts of the bills. Since the shops have not been registered with my grandfather’s name and his friend died, the latter’s sons have taken advantage of the situation and claimed two shops in the new market. Habib’s family has claimed the shop in court and a case is underway these days.


Meanwhile, the electric wiring has also been shabbily done — the underground wiring remains uncovered at several places. “Frequent faults occur in the wiring and every time we are without electricity for five to seven days,” said Alam. 

As a consequence of constant losses in the business, a large number of store owners have all but closed down shop. The Secretary of the market, Muhammad Shafiq Khan, said that many have stopped coming to work and more are expected to do the same eventually. “About six to eight shops have been closed down in the present month only,” he told The News.

Around 25 shops out of 150 shops in Block A have been closed since the shop owners have incurred huge losses. Block B that houses the vegetable and meat section remains almost empty. “Owners do not come to shops because they are not spacious enough to accommodate the cages,” said others in the same block. Out of the 175 shops in Block C, only 50 remain open.


An official notice has been posted outside the shops that warn the owners to open their shops or else their registration would be cancelled.


The shuffling in various departments of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has raised doubts regarding the fate of the parking plaza which is due to be built at the site of Shahabuddin Market. With the removal of the City Nazim from the chairmanship of two major departments and the on-going tussle in between the CDGK and Local Government Ministry, the completion of the CDGK projects has become uncertain, said observers. Many believe that the parking plaza project cannot continue since the LG minister Agha Siraj Durrani will not provide funds for the CDGK project. Shop owners have written a letter to the Chief Minister and to the LG Minister in this regard to state their problems and hope that their grievances will be addressed soon.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 02/05/2008)

Action against illegal slums shortly
KARACHI, May 16: A comprehensive policy is being formulated to check the mushroom growth of illegal katchi abadis.

This was stated by Sindh Minister for Katchi Abadis Rafique Engineer while talking to a group of journalists here on Friday. He said the policy would envisage provision of low-cost houses which would help discourage the trend.

He said that during a briefing about his department’s working, he had noted some discrepancies with regard to the process of regularisation of katchi abadis.


Referring to the 1985 survey, he said there were 1,200 katchi abadis in Sindh, 72 of them in Karachi, in addition to old villages (Goths).


He said some complicated issues had disrupted the process of leasing of certain katchi abadis. These issues pertained to the claims of ownership of the lands involved. While the KPT and Railways submitted some claims, the revenue record showed the land as “state land”, he explained. Until the issues were sorted out and settled, the lease process could not be resumed, he added.


The minister observed that the “land mafia” operating in certain parts of the city in the post-1985 period had created many slums by occupying the state land or private properties and this had resulted in mushroom growth of such settlements now being claimed as “katchi abadis”. He categorically stated that only those settlements would be regularised which fulfilled the criteria of katchi abadis as laid down in the prescribed policy.


At the same time, he added, the low-cost housing scheme was being worked out for the low-income group.

The scheme would be launched in all big towns, including Karachi and Hyderabad, he added.

(Dawn-18, 17/05/2008)

Demolition within precincts of Empress Market stayed

KARACHI, May 16: A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Kazi on Friday issued an interim order putting on hold demolition within the precincts of the Empress Market in Saddar till May 21.


The interim order came on a petition filed by 28 people running their businesses in the old dried and fresh fish market within the precincts of the Empress Market.


Petitioner Burjur D. Sethna along with 27 others had moved the Sindh High Court against the removal of their businesses and demolition of the heritage building of the Empress Market built in 1884-1889 and named after Queen Victoria, the then Empress of India.


They submitted that the city government had proposed construction of a “multi-storey car parking commercial plaza” on the said site, for which it had issued them a notice on August 24, 2007, asking them to shift their businesses to an under-construction market in Lines Area.


Petitioner’s counsel, Aftab Ahmed Khan, stated that the removal of the businesses of his clients by the CDGK was illegal and construction of the site, where petitioners were asked to move was below the standard as business in which they were engaged could not be carried out at the proposed under-construction building.


He said that Sindh government was the actual owner of the Empress Market and the city government was only responsible for its maintenance. “Under the law, the owner of any protected heritage cannot even destroy, alter or remove heritage,” he argued.

He prayed to the court to declare the proposed project of a commercial car parking plaza to be constructed on the site of the Empress Market illegal and to also declare the dried and fresh fish section as an integral part of the market.


He cited a stay order of the SHC issued against the demolition of Khwaja Shamsul Islam Market, adjacent to the Empress Market, and sought nullification of the CDGK’s notice of August 24, 2007.


The division bench order said that the respondents might not raise grievances over non-service of the notice. It repeated notices to the respondents for the next date of hearing and observed that if the respondents did not defend themselves properly, an ex-parte order would be passed.

Plot occupation

The Sindh High Court issued on Friday notices to the SITE management and the town police officer in a petition moved by an industrial plot owner against the occupation of his plot by a hotelier, adds our staff reporter.


M/s Alamgir Rayon Mills submitted through Advocate Yousuf Moulvi that an encroacher has breached the boundary wall of his plot (19-A) purchased by him from the Sindh Industrial and Trading Estate near Shershah. Suspicious people visit the premises and resist his plea for vacation of the plot. He approached the SITE management, which has an anti-encroachment cell, but it refused to help him. His requests to the police to expel the illegal occupants also failed to elicit any response. Other agencies he contacted in this behalf also failed to come to his help.


A division bench comprising Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Qazi ordered that notices be issued to all the respondents for May 30.


Altaf Unnar’s appeal

Former provincial minister Altaf Hussain Unnar of the PML (Q), who is under trial for allegedly firing at the car of PPP MNA Dr Azra Afzal Pechoho, has requested the high court to direct the Election Commission and the returning officer of Larkana to accept his nomination papers for NA-207 by-election presented to the RO on May 5.


The under-trial prisoner submitted through his son, Adil Altaf Unnar, that his papers were rejected by the RO for his inability to appear before him on May 5. He said he had made a request to the anti-terrorism court trying him to allow him to appear before the RO but it said it had no power to grant his request. He made an identical plea to the RO but he also declined to order his production.


The petition said that according to the RO, personal presence of a candidate was essential at the time of submission of his nomination under an amendment made in the Representation of People Act in the year 2002. It said the amendment was repugnant to the Constitution as it impinged on the fundamental right of every eligible citizen to contest polls. An under-trial prisoner could not be barred from contesting polls and it was for the state to arrange his production before the RO. He requested the court to either order the police to produce him before the RO or direct the RO to accept his nomination without his appearance.


Sugar mill seeks relief

Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui, meanwhile, issued a notice to the SHC official assignee in a judicial miscellaneous application by an auction purchaser of a sugar mill in liquidation.

The applicant submitted through Advocate Yousuf Moulvi that he purchased the Ranipur Sugar Mill, Khairpur, at an auction ordered by the court when the concern became insolvent. However, in the disturbances following PPP leader Benazir Bhutto’s assassination, the mill was occupied by anti-social elements, which still remain in illegal occupation. He suffered a huge loss but was trying to evict the occupants. In the circumstances, he was unable to pay the instalment due as auction price of the concern. The official assignee, who conducted the auction, should, therefore, be asked to allow relaxation in payment of the instalment, the applicant said.

(Dawn-17, 17/05/2008)

SHC restrains CDGK from demolishing Empress Market’s Fish section

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has restrained the city government from demolishing the remnant of the fish section at Empress Market.


The interim injunction came on the application of Burjor D Sethan, Haji Mohammad Ali and 28 other tenants of Empress Market fish and godown sections, who moved the court against CDGK for violating the court order.

They submitted that fish and warehouse sections are the parts of Empress Market and the court had restrained CDGK on February 13 from taking any action that may change the heritage structure of Empress Market.


Filing a contempt application, the petitioners said that the CDGK, in violation of the court order, razed to the ground the remnant structure on May 8 that comprised the roof and an ancient wall. They alleged that the city government wanted to vandalize the evidence of the existence of the heritage.


They submitted that the CDGK deliberately floated the court order which did not permit the respondent to demolish the fish section of Empress Market. They further submitted in the petition that commercial parking plaza was to be constructed at the site of Shahabuddin Market but the CDGK was illegally evicting them from their shops.

They prayed the court to declare Empress Market as protected heritage, and the old and dry fish section located within the boundary of the market as an integral part and no construction could be made within the said premises.

The petitioners’ counsel also informed the court that notices on the application had been served to the respondent but none appeared in the court. 


SHC’s division bench issued notices to CDGK for May 21 and in the meantime restrained the CDGK from demolishing the remnant of fish section in Empress Market.

Meanwhile, the same bench ordered status quo on the petition of a contractor who moved the court against the non-issuance of licence for limestone extraction in District Thatta by Mines and Mineral Department.

(The News-13, 17/05/2008)

Demolition squad’s performance not satisfactory: KBCA chief

KARACHI, May 19: Chief Controller of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) Manzoor Qadir has expressed his dissatisfaction over the effectiveness of the demolition squad, and said that its members must improve their efficiency.

He was presiding over a meeting of the officers and other employees of the departments concerned to review the performance of the demolition squad.


Mr Qadir said that the Authority could resolve the problem of illegal constructions if the demolition staff discharged their duties with honesty. He held out the assurance that the demolition squad would be equipped with the required heavy machinery and vehicles soon. However, he warned that dishonesty on the part of the KBCA staff would not be tolerated.

He said that a strict check against illegal construction and demolition of such structures already raised was his top priority, and asked the participants of the meeting to pay special attention to it.

He said he would take stock of the situation on a monthly basis with regard to the action taken by the demolition squad.

(Dawn-18, 20/05/2008)

SHC appoints nazir in alleged Rangers encroachment case


KARACHI: The High Court of Sindh’s nazir was appointed to inspect and prepare a report on an alleged case of land encroachment in a cooperative housing society and a survey superintendent has been ordered to demarcate the disputed land.


These orders were passed on Friday by a division bench comprising Acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z Kazi in a petition filed by the Collachi Cooperative Housing Society.

The bench ordered the nazir to check if the construction by Pakistan Rangers is on illegal land, and if so, to get them to demolish it. Colonel Kiyani, representing respondent Pakistan Rangers, along with standing counsel for the federal interior ministry, submitted comments on the petition. According to them, the establishment, the Pakistan Rangers, was raised in 1995 and deployed in Karachi for internal security but insufficient accommodation was arranged for them. The rangers had lately requested the provincial government, through the federal government, for the allotment of land free of cost for “operational use.”


The respondent maintained that a piece of five acres of land was allotted to them out of 96 acres of land belonging to the National Cement Factory. He said that the land owned by them is distant and separate from the land of the petitioner. It is neither the same land nor overlaps it, and hence the petitioner’s claim is false.


Pakistan Rangers are entitled to the right of possession and developing the land besides using it for operational purposes and the petitioner is creating a hindrance with mala fide intent, he said.

These comments were supported by a number of evidence, including a letter of allotment.


According to one document relied upon by the respondent, the land allotted to them is on a 99-year lease for “permanent accommodation” at a concessional rate of Rs 50,000 per acre.


Another annexure relied upon by the Pakistan Rangers shows that the true amount of land allotted to them is actually more than that in their use, including 25 acres in Deh Kotirero and 50 acres in Moachko.

The petitioner maintained that they were allotted 79.20 acres out of 96 acres of resumed land, for which they paid Rs 23,086,800. This land was later held as per Ordinance III of 2001, and they had to pay Rs 394,014,720 for it.

Meanwhile, the petitioner alleged that the respondents are attempting to set up an illegal camp. They have started construction on their land in the south-west corner.

Abrar Hasan Advocate, appearing for the petitioner, prayed the court to declare that his client was the owner of the 79.10 acres of land.

(DailyTimes-B1, 24/05/2008)

Three shops gutted as fire rips through shopping centre

At least three shops were gutted in a massive fire that erupted Tuesday at the Erum Shopping Centre (near Jauhar Chowrangi, Gulistan-e-Jauhar). While people in the residential portion of the building remained unharmed, but expensive merchandise kept inside the affected shops could not be saved despite the efforts of shopkeepers and the fire brigade.


Sabir, an eyewitness, said that shopkeepers evacuated the area within seconds of what they thought was a short circuit in one of the shops. The fire brigade was informed, and ambulances were called. The fire spread quickly, however, and engulfed some three to four shops, and destroyed the merchandise stored in them.

Shopkeepers and other volunteers started dousing the fire on their own while as many as 10 fire tenders from the city government also reached the site. The blaze was contained within an hour or so. A large number of ambulances and mobiles of the security forces also reached the spot, and cordoned off the building.


There are nearly 90 shops in the building. The blaze initially erupted in one of the shops on the ground floor, a shopkeeper said. Businesses that were gutted include an electric store, a general store, and a utensils shop. The ground-plus-four building comprises four residential floors. No loss of life was reported initially. Material losses, however, are feared to be in millions. The exact amount could not be immediately ascertained.

(The News-14, 28/05/2008)

JUNE

‘Culprits of villages’ demolition to be punished’

KARACHI, June 1: Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani has said that all those involved in the demolition of old villages in Karachi during the previous government’s tenure will be punished.


Addressing a public meeting in Gadap Town on Saturday night, he said that an inquiry had been initiated into the matter and official or other person found involved in razing the old villages would punished in accordance with the law.

He said that the old villages in Karachi were a priority of the government and the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) believed that these settlements had been neglected and their inhabitants victimised by the successive governments.

The minister was accompanied by Ijaz Durrani, Haji Munawwar Abbasi, Akram Baloch, Jameel Arab and others.


Mr Durrani reaffirmed the PPP resolve to fulfill all the commitments the party had made with the masses, and said that the government would ensure all basic amenities, including drinking water and power, as well as employment, for the inhabitants of old villages. He warned officials of his department against doing any injustice to the poor and downtrodden, saying that these were the people for whom Benazir Bhutto had even laid down her life.


The minister said that the areas which were denied sufficient development funds by the previous government would now get adequate funds on a priority basis.

He was of the view that the local government system failed to deliver because the development funds were not distributed judiciously. As a result, he said, there was an increasing sense of deprivation among the population of the neglected areas.


On complaints against the attitude of the Malir Development Authority towards the inhabitants of the old villages in Malir, the minister declared that no one would be allowed to demolish old villages or change their demarcation.


Regarding the blocked grants of Rs9.6 million allocated to various union councils, the minister said that an inquiry would be held into the matter. He said allotment of 200 acres from the Gutter Baghicha land would also be reviewed.

(Dawn-14, 02/06/2008)

Infant dies in hut fire
KARACHI, June 5: A 45-day-old baby boy was burnt to death when a fire broke out in a hut in Gulistan-i-Jauhar.

The victim was identified as Javed, son of Meo Khan, a labourer.

Sharae Faisal police said four huts were destroyed in the fire caused during cooking in one of the huts.


Woman shot dead

A 35-year-old woman was shot dead in her house in Saeedabad.

Police said Nasima, wife of Nadir Hussain, was shot dead by her husband�s nephew, Javed, who fled the scene.

They said a murder case against the absconding suspect was registered on the complaint of Ghulam Shabbir, a cousin of the victim.


Guard knocked down

A 40-year-old private security guard was killed by a fast moving Hi-roof in Site.

Identified as Sain Dad, the victim, was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for autopsy.

Police said the suspected driver, Saeed Khan, fled the scene leaving behind his vehicle, which was impounded.

The police have registered a case against the suspect on the complaint of the victim�s son.


Suicide
A 24-year-old man committed suicide by shooting himself in the abdomen.

Site police said Ibrahim Ali, son of Baidar Ali, was a private security guard posted at a garment factory, where he killed himself. They said a suicide note to his mother and sister, found in one of his pockets, said he killed himself as he was involved in some immoral activities.

(Dawn-17, 06/06/2008)

Biggest encroachments in Karachi voluntarily leveled by residents

KARACHI: The shopowners and residents of New Karachi have started voluntarily removing encroachments of nearly seven thousand homes and shops without finding any alternative arrangements. The city government is constructing a 4.5 km long Road-3100, from Road-2000 to Road-6000 and removing the encroachments was required for the construction of the new road. The residents, with the help of the city government, have started to voluntarily remove their shops and homes. They include multi-story buildings, concrete houses and even bungalows. The people are removing encroachments in an area that is considered an MQM stronghold, with 99 percent of the affectees its supporters. EDO Works and Services Amanullah Chachar and Project Director Syed Ishrat Rehan informed the media that Road-3100 would be three lanes and 36 feet wide and will cost Rs 200 million. The road will also have a storm water drainage system on either side. This road was to be completed in 12 months, however on the directives of the city nazim, the project will now be completed within six months. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/06/2008)

Drive against encroachments turns ugly
KARACHI, June 14: A truck belonging to the City District Government Karachi was set alight and 10 people were arrested on Saturday as the CDGK removed encroachments on a 10-acre piece of land in front of the University of Karachi, witnesses and officials said.

They said the situation turned unruly when a strong team of the city government started the anti-encroachment operation at around 12 noon and demolished over 2,500 huts.


The witnesses said vehicular traffic on the University Road remained disrupted for hours as the displaced people chanted anti-administration slogans and pelted vehicular traffic with stones before they torched the government vehicle.


Additional Executive District Officer, Revenue, Matanat Ali Khan told Dawn that the CDGK team, equipped with heavy equipment, evacuated the illegally occupied land meant for residential plots for KDA employees and two parks. “A conduit of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board is also located on the land,” he added.


The CDGK official said the land-grabbers had occupied the government land three or four months ago.


The evacuees, however, said they had been living on the land for the past several years.

The additional EDO said that 15 trucks and six loaders were used in the removal of the encroachments, and over 200 CDGK personnel participated in the operation.


Gulistan-i-Jauhar police said that 10 people were booked and arrested for creating a law and order situation and setting a CDGK vehicle on fire.

Town Police Officer Javed Meher said a heavy contingent of police assisted the CDGK team in the anti-encroachment operation. “The situation did turn unruly for a while, but it was brought under control immediately,” he added.

Shopkeeper shot dead


A 65-year-old man was shot dead in Sohrab Goth.

Police said Haji Esa was a resident of Indus Plaza and he was the owner of a shop in the plaza.

They said three attackers, riding a motorcycle, came to his shop in the morning and shot him.


The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where sources said the elderly victim received multiple bullet wounds in his upper torso from very close range.

They said the relatives of the victim took away his body without post-mortem.

Later, the police again shifted the body to the hospital for an autopsy.

A case against unknown culprits was registered on the complaint of the victim’s son, Shams.

Robber, victim killed

A young man and a suspected dacoit were killed in Gulistan-i-Jauhar.

Sharea Faisal police said Karam Ali Bostan, a transporter, was travelling in his car (CB-5694) along with his cousin, Noorul Haq, after withdrawing Rs300,000 from a bank in Gulistan-i-Jauhar when five occupants of a car intercepted him near Rabia City. They said that one of the culprits got out and came straight to the victim’s car, who was also armed with his licensed pistol.


The police said the victim, who hailed from Waziristan, smelt a rat as he saw the attacker approaching and reached for his weapon. They said the attacker opened fire on the victim as he got close to him and the fatally wounded victim also returned fire, hitting the attacker.


The victim was taken to a nearby hospital where he was pronounced dead, while the injured suspect died at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.


Hospital sources said the victim received a single bullet that pierced through his chest, while the suspect received two bullets, one in his chest and the other to his head.

The police said that apparently it was a case of robbery as the victim was returning after withdrawing cash from a bank, but they added that the possibility of personal enmity could not be ruled out.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 15/06/2008)

Removal of encroachments resisted, truck burnt


Residents of a shanty town in Gulistan-e-Jauhar strongly resisted a demolition operation there Saturday afternoon, and set a truck on fire on University Road, police and eyewitnesses said. The move was in retaliation to an operation initiated by the Gulshan-e-Iqbal town administration’s anti-encroachment department. The latter had decided to demolish huts built illegally along the University Road. The residents reportedly scuffled with the town administration staff and set fire to a vehicle belonging to them. Some reports suggested the police later took 15 people into custody for violence and arson.

(The News-13, 15/06/2008)
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