Merchant Centre, Clifton

Residents rendered homeless by fire, suffer huge financial losses

Residents on the first and second floor apartments in Merchant Centre at Schon Circle were among the worst sufferers when the building came under attack following Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) chairperson, Benazir Bhutto’s assassination on December 27. An anonymous group of five people escaped after throwing three bombshells at the building – one was targeted at a bank on the mezzanine of the building, while the other two were thrown at shops on the ground floor.


While residents in the building were not actually targeted, they did however, become the actual victims of the attack when none out of 12 apartments on the first and the second floor of the building burned down completely. Apart from being rendered homeless for an indefinite period, residents of this gutted property have also been forced to come to terms with huge financial losses all of a sudden.


The building has collectively suffered a monetary setback of at least four million rupees, the apartments’ general-secretary, Quaid Johar, told The News. “The repair of electrical wiring alone would take around Rs 600,000 to Rs 700,000,” he said.


In addition to the financial loss, residents also claim to have been traumatized by the incident. “I was sleeping when I heard a bang outside. Before I actually realize what was going on, two more bangs followed,” said Seema Rahim, a resident of the second floor of the building. She has been staying with relatives ever since, and came to see her house on Monday after a lapse of four days. “After the three blasts, the guard came running upstairs and told us that fire had engulfed the building and that we should evacuate the premises immediately,” Rahim said.


Her apartment has suffered less damage compared to the others around hers. The only visible problems are cracks that have appeared on the outer wall. She said however, that she would still prefer staying with relatives until things calmed down. The apartment next door to Rahim’s has been damaged badly, while those on the first floor have been completely gutted. “I stepped out of my apartment as soon as the guard told everyone to evacuate, but it was all dark outside and heavy smoke in the stairways made movement very difficult,” Rahim said. She was carrying her cat throughout the ordeal. Amidst the chaos, Rahim slipped and fell down the staircase and bruised her knees and elbows. “Everyone was downstairs within a few minutes, however, just to watch their house on fire,” she said.


The residents first called the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) fire service at 16, but they were told that their area (Clifton Block 9) fell under the jurisdiction of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA). The latter was then contacted, and two fire tenders reached the spot within 40 to 45 minutes. The fire tenders, however, were not very large, and succeeded only in denting the spirit of the fire without putting it out.


As water in the fire tenders started running out, two more fire tenders were called in. By the time they reached the spot, the fire was up and roaring again. “We kept calling the CDGK and asked them to help us because the DHA does not have snorkels and their fire tenders are too small. Our requests fell on deaf ears, however,” Johar said.


Finally at around 08:00 a.m. in the morning a DHA official reached the site, with eight fire tenders in tow. These kept refilling the two already at work, and the fire was controlled by afternoon. The clothes and accessories lying on the road in large amount indicate that the residents tried to save their belongings by throwing them out of the balconies.


Shops and the bank that had been targeted were all badly damaged. The branch manager said that everything had completely burnt down, and worried customers have been visiting them constantly. An account holder, Dr Shaheena, heaved a sigh of relief when she was told that the fire had not affected her account in any way and that she could easily conduct transactions through other branches of the bank. Although they are not very hopeful of the outcome, but the residents intend to appeal for the compensation of the financial loss they have incurred as a result of this incident.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 02/01/2008)

Keamari katchi abadis yet to be regularised
KARACHI, Jan 4: Around 70 per cent of the Keamari Town population lives in abject poverty and most of its old localities are yet to be regularised, a survey of the town shows.

The town, carved out from the defunct district west, comprises coastal and rural areas mainly comprising katchi abadis.

Some of the oldest localities yet to be regularised are Mohammadi Colony, Mauripur, Grex, Muwach Goth and Raees Goth whereas a large number of old localities are stretched all along the Hawkesbay road. Quite a few of these localities have water, power, gas, sewerage and municipal services available to their poor residents.


Mohammadi Colony, located in the periphery of the Karachi Fish Harbour on the main Mauripur Road, has existed for more than 30 years and yet it is without a proper water and drainage system.

Residents of the colony have long been demanding basic amenities to be provided to them, saying that the absence of a proper sewerage system and municipal service, filth, dirt and garbage remain unattended, creating dangerously unhygienic conditions in and around the colony.

Heaps of garbage and filth in the streets have created stinking atmosphere making living in the locality unbearable.


Samiul Haq, a school teacher who lives in the colony, recalled that labourers and fishermen had raised the structures with their hard-earned money to provide shelter to their families but the people in power never extended any help in facilitating their life. Even the basic amenities had not been provided to the colony, he added, and regretted that the authorities concerned were still reluctant to regularise the katchi abadi and had always been keeping them on false promises.

The issues of clean water, health and education have always remained pressing problems for the Keamari Town population. Certain plans to provide basic amenities and municipal services to many of the old localities did not materialise because of a dispute on their jurisdiction between the KPT and other civic agencies. Resultantly, the problems being faced by their residents remained unresolved and continued to multiply.


Land disputes in the coastal and rural areas of the town are also on the rise in the absence of a clear-cut policy and demarcation of the plots under occupation of the villagers.

(Dawn-18, 05/01/2008)

False NOC for private function in the hockey ground: Shehri-CBE

No park or amenity plot can be used for private functions, as is writ in the bylaws of our constitution, still there are quite a few, who do not abide by the laws and arrange private functions at public places. 


Shehri—Citizens for Better Environment (CBE) has highlighted such violation of law that occurred recently at a hockey ground located on Khalid Bin Waleed Road. The ground was made available for a private function on December 26. Since the ground is situated in a purely residential area of Union Council (UC) 7, Jamshed Town, and is used by a large number of people for walking and sports activities daily, it caused great hardship to the residents as well.

Although in a letter written to the Town Nazim, Javed Ahmed two days before the function, General Secretary of Shehri, Amber Alibhai had complained about this violation reminding him that private functions in public parks are against the orders of the superior courts and the Nazim’s office as well but the function was held in the ground as per schedule.


UC Nazim, Zahid Saeed told The News that he too had requested the town nazim to cancel the permission two days before the event. He referred to a letter (dated July 12, 2006) from Town Municipal Administration (TMA), with directions to the UC to ensure that no such permission will be issued as per the orders of superior courts and the provincial government. In response to that request and the Shehri’s letter, town nazim issued a No Objection Certificate (NOC) on the very day of the event allowing the function to be held, said Saeed.


“The NOC is false and an open violation of law,” says the Shehri general secretary, also referring to the Article 52-A of KDA Order 5 of 1957 (as after its amendment by Act XXIII of 1994). The subsection (2) in the said article reads as: “(2) no amenity plot reserved for the purpose mentioned in clause (1) shall be converted to or utilised for any other purpose.”

‘Is it compassion or corruption?’ Shehri has put a question to the concerned authorities. While pursuing the matter, they have written another letter to the town nazim holding him directly responsible for the illegal action. “We regret that the nazim did not take action lawfully. Parks are public spaces and this does not do well for the open spaces of the town,” maintained general secretary, Shehri.


On June 16, 1993, the then Commissioner Karachi, Mohammad Javed Ashraf Hussain wrote to the Administrator KMC and the DG KDA reminding them that the Sindh High Court (SHC) has restrained KMC and KDA from violating the sanctity of parks and public amenity spaces, highlights Shehri in its second letter to the town nazim.


The letter also points out that on November 23, 1993 the then Deputy Secretary Coordination of Services and General Administration Department, Implementation Wing, Government of Sindh, Lal Din Kashmiri had circulated a directive to the Administrator, KMC and the DG, KDA informing them that there was “a ban on use of public parks and gardens falling within the administrative control of KMC and KDA for marriages and private functions.” He had said that any defiance will be dealt severely.


Shehri claims that despite the law in place since 1993, notification and directives of your own department, an officer of the rank of Town Officer, Municipal Regulation, Khalid Waqar gave a written permission to President Musharraf of Plot No 146-L, Block 2, PECHS to hold a marriage function of his relatives residing in Nazimabad in the same hockey ground. The electricity was stolen through a kunda (illegal) connection, from the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) poles in front of 149-J and 149-L while the parking was done inside and around the green park in the 40-feet-wide lane.


As a consequence of private functions in the parks and playgrounds, the place usually becomes unusable for public for three days: prior to, the day off and the day after the event. People destroy the parks, damage the ground, trees, grass and walking paths. Furthermore, the streets are clogged with parking and undesirable elements take advantage and commit crimes in the area. 


The said hockey ground is in the jurisdiction of Ferozabad police station, which the Shehri general secretary has emphasised, has the highest number of car theft, phone snatching and other street crimes. The concerned citizens demand a probe in this open violation of law, however, despite several attempts, the town nazim, who issued that NOC was not available for comments.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 05/01/2008)

Ex-KBCA chief indicted in corruption case
KARACHI, Jan 5: The Special Anti-Corruption Judge, Karachi, Syed Gul Munir Shah, on Saturday indicted a former chief of the Karachi Building Control Authority and other KBCA officials in a corruption case.


The accused, Brig (retd) A.S. Nasir, former chief controller of the KBCA; Akhlaq Ahmed, ex-senior building controller; Mumtaz Haider, ex-deputy building controller; Ali Zafar Qadri, ex-senior building controller; Mohammad Faheem, ex-deputy controller; Jafar Imam, ex-assistant deputy controller; Mohiuddin Sharif and Hawa Bahi pleaded not guilty and opted to contest the case.


The other accused in the case are Gul Mohammad Khanani, owner of Gul Plaza; Syed Mehmood Ali, senior town building control officer; Abdul Rehman Ansari, district controller of buildings, and Ahsan, assistant controller of buildings, have already been indicted in the case. They had also pleaded not guilty and opted to face the charges.

The judge fixed Feb 9 as the next date of hearing and would summon all prosecution witnesses to appear in court to record their statements in the case on the next hearing.


They were charged under the Pakistan Penal Code’s Sections 161 (public servant taking gratification other than legal remuneration in respect of an official act), 162 (taking gratification, in order, by corrupt or illegal means, to influence public servant), 163 (taking gratification for exercise of personal influence with public servant), 409 (criminal breach of trust by public servant or by banker, merchant or agent), 419 (punishment for cheating by impersonation), 420 (cheating and dishonestly inducing of property), 468 (forgery for purpose of cheating) and 471/34 (using as genuine a forged document) read with Section 5(2) of the Provision of Corruption Act, 1947. The charge related to plot PR-I/32, Preedy Quarters, now a big centre of imported items.


The former KBCA chief and four officials of the division concerned were charged with their complicity with the owner in allowing him to use an area reserved for car parking to build shops.


According to the prosecution, the approval that they had given was contrary to the provision of Section 5-C of the Sindh Regularization Control Ordinance, 2002.

They were charged with processing and approving the building plan by employing corrupt means and abusing their position as public servants by illegally favouring the owner allegedly for millions of rupees.


On Sept 22, the court rejected the application of former KBCA chief Brig (Retd) A.S. Nasir for the cancellation of a corruption case against him. The application was moved on June 16, 2007. The judge, after hearing the arguments from both the defence and state counsel, observed that the application was not maintainable.

The accused had filed another such application under Section 249-A of the Criminal Procedure Code (power of magistrate to acquit accused at any stage), which was already rejected on March 17, 2007.

The court observed that the references given in the application were irrelevant and meant only to prolong the matter. It was stated that the application was moved under wrong provisions of the law and, therefore, was rejected.

(By Ishaq Tanoli, Dawn-17, 06/01/2008)

Defaulting societies may lose their lands

KARACHI, Jan 6: The city government has decided to confiscate the lands allotted to cooperative housing societies which have not been developed for a long time. The societies which have failed to start development of infrastructure and houses on the lands allotted to them long ago would be given a final opportunity and if they did not avail the chance, they would have to lose the land.


The decision has been taken by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, who has asked all housing societies to start development work on their lands or face the cancellation of the allotment.

He said the city government would provide all the required utilities to the lands if the societies started construction work, saying that development of the lands and construction of houses would benefit their members and help cope with the growing problem of housing in the city.


Mr Kamal pointed out that in Scheme-33, a number of pieces of land had been retrieved from the land-grabbers’ mafia and development of roads, installation of streetlights and laying of water and sewerage lines had been started. It was now up to the societies concerned to start construction of houses on these lands, he added.

He noted that dozens of housing societies had got lands allotted at cheaper rates by committing to provide better housing facilities to people but after a lapse of a long time, they did not start infrastructure development or construction work. Therefore, he added, the city government had decided to confiscate all such lands after issuing the defaulting societies a final notice.


Meanwhile, the city government has issued final show-cause notices to its 262 employees who appeared to be “ghost employees”. The employees belonged to the local government and education departments.

A spokesman for the CDGK said on Sunday that the action had been taken on the order of the city nazim.

He said that EDOs had also warned officers and other employees of their departments against negligence and directed them to discharge their duties efficiently or face dismissal.

(Dawn-14, 07/01/2008)

Apprehensions rise as graveyard space lessens

The people of Gizri have raised their voice against the action taken by the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) that has razed the boundary walls in the Gizri graveyard, which they had built to mark their purchased land. 


The stakeholders have alleged that the CBC has done this without taking permission from the owners of the site or serving any notice to them. The graveyard is 300-years-old and most of the buried here belong to the Gizriites, so allege the residents. They also claim that from the very beginning, the graveyard has been maintained by the Gizri people whose ancestors and loved ones are buried therein. The matter is quite a sentimental one as people do not want strangers to be buried next to their loved ones.


Muhammad Azhar Ashraf is one of the claimants whose ancestors are buried there and says that he had purchased the site from the Defence Housing Society (DHS) in 1969. “The CBC officials are trying to get a hold of the open spaces left in the graveyard without consulting the actual owners of the land,” said Ashraf claiming that he holds legal documents, which proves his ownership of the site.


Moreover, Ashraf said that although he had allowed the CBC in the past to use his owned passage in the graveyard so that the authorities would not have any problem in building terraces there, but now that they are trying to seize that passage, which he would never allow them to do.

A few days earlier the CBC workers started digging open spaces in the graveyard and a few people present on the scene tried to stop them. When they paid no heed, the people announced what was happening in the graveyard through an area mosque, following which around 300 to 400 concerned people gathered to stop the action. The crowd then blocked the road and started an agitation against the CBC, however, they were then cooled down by a few others. “It’s a matter of emotions that are attached with the buried ancestors and if we had not stopped the crowd, it would have turned very violent,” said Ashraf.


The people want to resolve this matter in a decent way and do not intend to start a war against the authority, assured Ashraf. However, he also warned that the issue is sentimental and that a law and order situation can occur if the authority were to proceed in the future.


When this dilemma came to the notice of the Nazim of the Union Council (UC) 11, Saddar Town, Rizwan Awan, he spoke to the CBC concerned officer. “I was told that it has been ordered by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), CBC that any open space available within the graveyard shall be occupied,” said Awan.

“Graveyards can not be someone’s property,” responded the Clifton Cantonment CEO, Zeenat Ahmed when inquired about the issue. She said that the people concerned are fighting over open spaces to bury their family members in the future, “but where do they suggest burying those who die at present?” she said, adding that graves are not for sale.


The CEO said that the CBC has hardly found spaces for about 200 to 250 graves in the Gizri graveyard in a situation where all the graveyards in DHA are almost full. “Keeping a hold over land in the graveyards has been a practice in the past but it is wrong and can not be allowed anymore,” she continued. Ahmed further said that if it continues this way, there would be no space for burying the dead while only a few families would be left with a hold on the graveyards. She believed that a wrong practice has been going on in that graveyard, in which the old caretaker was also involved, and that it had to be discontinued in any case. The CBC has now appointed a new caretaker for the graveyard, she disclosed.


Furthermore, so far, none of the claimants have come up with any evidence that they own plots in the graveyard, pointed out Ahmed. However, if they bring any legal documents that prove their ownership of the site, she would then have to pursue the matter with the DHA.


Meanwhile, the grieved have requested the UC nazim to help them solve this matter as “this should be resolved at the earliest if not for the living, then at least for the sake of the souls of the dead,” they believed.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 08/01/2008)

Please save my family graveyard

This is an appeal to my fellow citizens to please help save my family graveyard located in Gizri that is being threatened by the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) with take over for the purpose of resale. This graveyard has a lot of sentimental value for me and my family since my ancestors are buried here. My grandparents from my paternal side are buried there along with my grandmother and uncle from my maternal side. My grandfather Maj Gen (r) Mohammad Ahmed Ashraf, who was a Second World War veteran in the Indian Army, chose to live in Pakistan after partition along with my grandmother Begum Ghausunnisa w/o of Major Gen Ashraf. Also my uncle, who was a diplomat and acted as Commercial Attache in Turkey and represented Pakistan as the High Commissioner in Singapore, owing to his service to the government of Pakistan was allotted an area in the Gizri graveyard. When two of his sons died in a tragic car accident in Turkey, my uncle couldn’t bear the loss and died of shock shortly after the accident. My family here and abroad has a close attachment to this place. 


This graveyard is over 300-years-old and now the Defence Housing Authority and Cantonment Board Clifton have taken control of it. They aim to create more graveyard space and claim it is their right to provide graves for the residents of Defence and Clifton. Empty spaces irrespective of closed walls indicating the areas to be reserved areas which have been purchased by the residents are being encroached upon, which is very unfair. 


Ever since I was a child I remember the caretaker Mohammad Rasheed coming to our house to take money from my parents for the maintenance of these graves. This goes to show that DHA residents have been responsible for the care of this graveyard. The graves have been made in a haphazard fashion not in an organized way as they should be. 

All my life we have read fateha for the deceased buried in this graveyard. I never saw my grandparents. Please help me and my family honour my ancestors by stopping this outrage, in the name of earning a little extra money by CBC. 

A graveyard is a sanctimonious place for the solace of the people who want to grieve their dead.


So why is it now that the CBC has to claim what they had abandoned for all these years? Just so that they are able to sell the graves yet again to the highest bidder? It is the job of the authorities to get a plot allotted for the sake of resurrecting a graveyard in Defence and Clifton. 


All over the world people buy space in graveyards next to their kith and kin without any issues so why are they making it so painful and stressful for us here in Karachi. My family and I are deeply concerned that these graves in which my elders hoped they too would be buried next to their loved ones are in danger of being usurped by the authorities. 


The government authorities are threatening to take over the space available for four graves in our section along with the spaces in other people’s reserved spaces. They say that they will bring in the police and take over all the unused space by putting up a board saying that these are the property of the CBC. 

I appeal to the people of my city to please help my family and all those families who stake claim to this graveyard. I also appeal to the conscience of those in the cantonment board of Clifton, especially to the CEO Zeenat Ahmed to revise her decision and put our minds at ease along with the peace that is the right of the dead. 


The Cantonment Board January 7, 2008

Defence Housing Authority

Karachi Pakistan

Re: Allotment of graveyard plot in Defence Housing Authority Phase V to Muhammad Sultanul Islam on August 24, 1969


Dear Sir,


On August 22nd, 1969 my two sons, Muhammad Salman Islam and Muhammad Mustafa Islam were killed while riding in a car with General Akhtar Hussain Malik, chief of CENTO in Ankara, who along with his wife and driver also died. This occurred en route to Ankara from Izmir, Turkey. Due to the General’s status they were all given a state funeral in Turkey and the General and his wife and my sons were brought to Pakistan in a C130 with full military honors for burial.


My sons were buried in the Phase V graveyard plot which was allotted to my husband. We built an enclosure built around it as well. My husband thereafter was High Commissioner of Pakistan to Singapore but alas within five years, in 1974, unable to bear the loss of his sons, my husband died suddenly while playing tennis. He was buried next to them. 


I am certain that you will realize the enormity of my grief. I have spent hours upon hours sitting by their graves trying to make sense of what destiny doled out to me. I spent thousands of rupees to make a canopy over their graves and white marble around their graves. 


It is with shock and great sadness that I have learned that the Cantonment Board now feels that what was allotted to me and what my family spent thousands on is now felt to be the Cantonment Board’s property. 

I earnestly entreat you to please accept this letter as proof of my ownership of that graveyard plot. I am 74 years old and plan to be buried next to my husband. This letter will be signed by a Notary Public and couriered to you but until that time, I would like for this to suffice.


I am hoping that you will sympathize with my stunning story and not destroy the last hopes that I have of a decent burial next to my husband and sons.


Sincerely,
Afzalunnisa Islam

(The News-19, 09/01/2008)

City govt urged to vacate plot for trauma centre
KARACHI, Jan 9: A meeting held to review the progress made for the establishment of an accident and emergency centre at Civil Hospital Karachi on Wednesday noted that the project might be delayed again if a piece of land needed for it was not vacated by the City District Government Karachi soon.

The meeting, presided over by provincial minister for health Fauzia A. Lari, underscored the need for early execution of the ‘Accident and Emergency Centre and Ancillary Complex’, popularly called trauma centre, at the CHK for an efficient dealing with the increasing number of emergency cases.


Among other things, it was resolved that the CDGK should be persuaded to withdraw from its medical officers’ flats, built on a plot that formed a part of the proposed complex project along Chand Bibi Road, and give it free to the project officials, said a source privy to the meeting.


The accident and emergency centre as well as ancillary services complex was approved by Executive Committee of the National Council in April 2006 at a cost of about Rs1,438 million, but things could not go in the right direction as the location of the plot where the project is to be built was not finalised by the Sindh government till June 2007.

It was on July 25, 2007 that the then Sindh health minister Syed Sardar Ahmad approved the relocation of the ophthalmology and neurosurgery departments of the Civil Hospital Karachi to make way for a multi-storey trauma centre.


Under the plan, which is to be established with funds to be provided equally by the federal and Sindh governments, the first four floors would be reserved for car parking.


Ms Lari was told by the project officials that the trauma centre would be built on an area of about 6,000 square yards to be acquired after dismantling the existing ophthalmology and neuro-surgery departments and acquiring additional land from the CDGK. The covered area of the project will be 337,665 sq yds.


According to a working paper prepared for the meeting, the project director had been appointed in May, 2007, while the consultants for architectural planning, electrical and civil works were appointed about a year back. The relocation of the ophthalmology and neurosurgery wards to the Services Hospital premises is expected to be completed by the end of March.


It was further said that six flats and a bungalow also existed on the proposed project’s plot, stated to be the property of the city government now. The quarters concerned, including the chairman of the CHK BoG, had communicated in writing and in person to the CDGK authorities, including the DCO, about the vacation of the site in question, but no action has yet been taken, said the source.


An official of the CHK told Dawn that there was a need to have a high-level dialogue on the vacation of the plot, involving the Sindh governor and the city nazim, for timely execution of the project.


A health department official said that though the CHK had already moved for winding up its two departments for the construction of the emergency complex, it should not demolish the buildings in question unless the CDGK land was also made available to it for the project. Otherwise, it could prove a big loss if the idea of the project was not fulfilled at the proposed site.


During the meeting, a participant said the complex could be built in some other areas of the city, including Gulistan-i-Jauher or somewhere along the Super Highway. However, the proposal was turned down as the project executers have no plot for the purpose there and necessary works for change in site would consume a lot more time.

Approving the implementation schedule of the project, the minister asked the officials concerned to ensure a timely follow-up of the schedule at the existing site as an inordinate delay had already taken place. You must ensure the establishment of the facilities aimed at providing timely medical aids to patients and accidents victims of Karachi and other parts of the province and adjacent areas in a befitting manner, she remarked.


According to the schedule prepared for the project, tenders for relevant civil and other works would be called in the first week of March, and the works will begin on May 1.


Among others, the provincial health department, Malik Asrar Husssain, CHK BoG chairman Abu Shamim Arif, CHK Medical Superintendent Dr Kaleem Butt, Additional Secretary for Health Manzoor Memon, and Executive Director of the JPMC Dr Rasheed Jooma attended the review meeting.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 10/01/2008)

Homeless hold rally
ISLAMABAD, Jan 9: Convener World Minorities Alliance (WMA) J Salik on Wednesday led a rally to highlight the plight of shelterless dwellers of twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

[image: image1.jpg]A group of homeless people stage a protest
rally outside the camp office of the
Rawalpindi-Islamabad Press Club at Melody
on Wednesday, holding dozens of posters
with photographs and sayings of the new.
army chief. Is it an innovative way to
attract attention or a deliberate mischief to
drag in the army chief in politics. Whatever
be the reason It certainly looks like a
dangerous game.—Dawn




The rally was participated by homeless, handicapped and unemployed people from ‘Kachi Abadies’, of the twin cities including women and children.


Participants were holding placards and marched from office of the WMA to Press Club camp office at Melody where the chief of the WMA addressed the participants and media to exhort upon the government to give priority to the issue of underprivileged and helpless people.


He called upon the new Chief of Army Staff General Ashfaq Pervez Kayani to declare the year 2008 as civilian year, instead calling it “soldiers’ year”. In support of his demand he stressed that the civilians not the military personnel needed “harmonisation” with social, political, administrative, and military strategies, he said.


APP ADDS: Speaking on the occasion, J. Salik also stressed the need to give minorities equal representation in all the elected forums in line with Constitution.


J. Salik highlighted the need to hold joint- electoral process according to the 1973’s Constitution, saying “We have always been saying that elections on the reserved seats should be held according to the Constitution of Pakistan”, he said.

He was of the view that members, selected through this process, represent their respective political parties and not the minorities or the women.


In 2002, the number of general seats in the parliament was increased from 207 to 272 and the women seats from 15 to 60, but the minorities seats remained unchanged, he said.

(Dawn-2, 10/01/2008)

Amenity space used by EDO for holding son’s Valima: Shehri

“Why is a common citizen punished for violating the law in the city when a high level officer of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) violates it conveniently and is not even held responsible,” says Shehri-CBE while claiming that a CDGK officer had openly violated the law by holding a private function in an amenity space.


The Executive District Officer (EDO), Community Development, CDGK, Rehana Saifuddin, organised the Valima reception of her son at Bagh-e-Jinnah (the old Polo Ground) last Thursday (January 3) which Shehri says is an open violation. “The well-connected and rich get away with these violations whereas a poor person would not be allowed to hold his son’s Valima at the same location,” Shehri General Secretary, Amber Alibhai pointed out in a letter to the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal.


“No amenity plot reserved for the purpose mentioned in Clause (1) shall be converted into, or utilised, for any other purpose,” Shehri referred to the Article 52-A of the KDA Order 5 of 1957 (as after its amendment by Act XXIII of 1994.)

“Bagh-e-Jinnah is a public place however the EDO has used her position to violate the law and the relevant departments have played along,” says Shehri, adding that it is these big violations that cause disturbance in the city.


The EDO however has denied the allegation and has said that it was in no way a violation of law as the reception was arranged with the due permission of the City Nazim and that the function was not held in the park. Therefore, it was no violation of any law. “The reception was organised in the Baradari, which is not a public area,” remarked the EDO.


Sources close to the City Nazim supported this by saying that the Baradari is not a part of the park and it was actually made for the private functions/events. When asked whether or not a common citizen would be allowed to use that space, he said that there was no issue and whoever got permission from the authority could hold a function over there.


When asked the amount of fee required for arranging a function at the Baradari, the official said that he had no idea. However many claim that the charges are so high that the common man just cannot afford it.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 10/01/2008)

Transfer of disputed land to DHA: court orders survey

The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the Mukhtarikars of the Sindh Goth Abad scheme and Gadap Town revenue department to carry out a survey of 12,093 acres of land near Steel Town.

The direction came while hearing the petition of Noor Hasan and 16 other villagers of Haji Mohammad Jokhio Goth against the transfer of agricultural land to the Defence Housing Authority (DHA).


Petitioners contended that the Sindh government had no authority to allot private agricultural land to the DHA and prayed the court to cancel the allotment, offering the same to them on a priority basis as they were living at the place since last several decades.


The DHA’s counsel, Anwar Mansoor Khan, submitted that the 12,093 acres were allotted to the DHA in August 2005 while petitioners are claiming the land on basis of a 30-year lease.

He said that because of the interim order, the entire land has come to be subject to the stay. He prayed the court to order measurement of land and demarcation of boundary lines.


The petitioners’ counsel, Adnan Memon, said that besides the claim over the allotted land under the lease, the allotment of the entire land to the DHA was challenged in the petition as the same land was transferred to it at Rs100,000 per acre which was much more than the current market price. He submitted that the respondents violated relevant laws while transferring the land.


The SHC’s division bench, after hearing the case, observed that issues raised in the petition would be heard after ascertaining the factual position in respect of the title and demarcation of land through the Mukhtiakar’s report.

The court directed Mukhtarikars of the Sindh Goth Abad scheme and Gadap Town revenue department to carry out a survey in the presence of parties within two months and submit a report.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-14, 11/01/2008)

Block 70 residents uncertain of their apartments’ future

“Living here is not less than putting our lives at risk. The threat is the apartment on the first floor (FF) exactly above my apartment that is in very poor condition,” said Aijaz Hussain Kazi, who resides on the ground floor of Block 70-A of the Seaview Township. 


The Seaview Township comprises 864 apartments, 96 blocks with every block consisting nine flats. Besides, the apartments owned by private owners, 30 per cent of the apartments belong to other institutions including Pakistan Navy (PN) and National Logistic Corporation (NLC). The residents of Seaview Township believe that these are the best designed apartments in the city, especially in terms of the covered area. 


When it comes to maintenance though, many of them are in a shambles for multiple reasons. None of the apartments in Block 70 are up to the mark. The only exception is one that is privately owned on the second floor but Kazi is most concerned with the FF apartment. “My servant narrowly escaped once when a piece of balcony wall fell down on him as he was moving out of the house,” said Kazi adding that the servant could have died in that incident.


Since the dilapidated apartments in that building belongs to the PN, Kazi, a retired provincial secretary, has been pursuing the PN officials since he had moved to Seaview Township in 2005. “We did not know the situation until we shifted otherwise we would have reconsidered coming here,” says worried Mrs Kazi, adding that it has become a hazard living here. 


The couple has been chasing the PN contractor for more than eight months after they received confirmation from the Naval Estate officials that the concerned department of the institution will undertake the repair work of the flats. “I was told that the Commander Karachi (ComKar) had himself examined the apartments, after which the officials ensured the repair work to be done by the institution,” revealed Kazi. 


However, the institution has not fulfilled the promise so far, say the residents, subsequently leaving them in anxiety. “I have no other concern except the lives of my family members that are not safe while living under the decaying structure,” said the concerned resident.


Some of the apartments are abandoned as their owners have been settled abroad since more than a decade now and no one looks after their apartments. The Seaview Residents Society (SRS) had suggested the administrator, DHA, to take strict action and issue warrants so that the owners living abroad either maintain their apartments or dispose them to DHA so that they can be repaired, said SRS Convenor, Aziz Suharwardy. 

However, he regretted that the matter has not been taken up so far for unknown reasons.


Besides, there are few cases in which, the owner has expired and the property has become a target of family dispute. Such an example exists in Block 64, in which the front row, second floor apartment is an in extremely appalling condition. “A case has been in the court since 15 years on this property after its owner had passed away and the family members went into a dispute over it,” revealed the SRS convenor.


Interestingly the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) has declared some of the buildings dangerous, however, they are few in number. The Cantonment Executive Officer, Zeenat Ahmed said that the Cantt Board is still sending notices to the owners of dangerous buildings. She added that the board will take up the matter in the meeting next week. However, the SRS disagrees with this declaration and persist that they are not dangerous in any way. The SRS claims that the foundation structure of these buildings is actually strong and only need to be maintained well.


Going back to the history of Seaview Township, one can recall that it was planned in the late 70s in close proximity to the Clifton Casino, which was being constructed during the era of the then Prime Minister, Shaheed Z.A. Bhutto. “Initially the buildings were planned as 14-storey high rises, therefore, strong foundations were laid out accordingly,” revealed Suharwardy. Though he claimed that the building structures are strong, he pointed out that the afterwards construction was sub-standardised owing the change in the initial plan. The casino project itself went abandoned once General Ziaul Haq took over, subsequently DHA lost interest in the development of the township. “It was only at that time when the 14-storey buildings were reduced to ground plus two floors,” said Suharwardy. The entire township was then left to fend for itself with no management to control and run its affairs.


The DHA spokesperson, Col Naqvi said that DHA had written letters to the respective residents a couple of years ago asking them to sell off their apartments though the matter could not proceed further as people were reluctant to do so. The township should have been handled in the way Naval and Air Force housing schemes were developed, say many. They also blamed DHA that it keeps asserting its authority whereas in many instances, it has abandoned its responsibilities while ignoring the basic principle that authority and responsibility go together. It has been negligent on part of the concerned institutions, say residents pointing out that in all other areas of Defence, such structures are immediately penalised by DHA.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 11/01/2008)

SHC orders survey of Gadap farmland allotted to DHA


KARACHI: A High Court of Sindh (SHC) division bench comprising Justice Munib Ahmed Khan and Justice Syed Pir Ali Shah ordered the mukhtiarkar of the Goth Abad Scheme and the mukhtiarkar of Gadap Town’s land revenue department to conduct a joint survey for establishing the title of a piece of land.


The order was passed Thursday over a constitutional petition filed by Noor Hasan and fifteen other farmers. The petitioners maintained that the Sindh government and its land revenue department had allotted 12,093 acres of land to DHA for Rs 100,000 per acre while the market value for surveyed and un-surveyed land in the area is approximately Rs 0.7 million and Rs 1.5 million per acre respectively.


The petitioners maintained that the land has been cultivated by them and their forefathers for the past 600 years and the area has a number of old villages and a graveyard where their ancestors lay buried. 

The petitioners challenged the jurisdiction and authority of the respondents in allotting private agricultural land to DHA. They prayed the court to direct the respondents to first make a sale offer to them as they are ready to buy the land at open market rates.


The bench, after hearing the counsel for the petitioners and the counsel for the respondents, directed the two mukhtiarkars to conduct a joint survey in two months time and also ordered for the continuation of the ad-interim order (maintenance of status quo) till the next hearing.

The land is stated to have been allotted for an ambitious DHA project on main Super Highway.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/01/2008)

300 acres ‘recovered’ in Deh Halkani

Over 300 acres of prime land were recovered Friday in Deh Halkani during a joint raid organised against land-grabbers by the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) revenue department and the local police. The land in question is worth billions of rupees and the land mafia had allegedly constructed buildings on it illegally. 

The uprooting operation was completed over a span of two days, during which time all illegal structures on the land were demolished. 


The area will now be used to construct a university for the residents of Gadap, Keamari, Baldia and Orangi towns. A 500-bed hospital, an intercity bus terminal, a driving institute, a CNG depot and a factory are also included in the plan.

Meanwhile, City District Government Karachi magistrates fined 81 flour traders with Rs123,000 for profiteering, and six people were jailed for selling flour at high prices.

(The News-14, 12/01/2008)

CDGK clears 300 acres of land in Gadap

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) revenue staff and Gadap Town police has cleared 300 acres of land on Friday from the land mafia in Deh Halkani.

The CDGK plans to construct a university at the vacated land for the people of Gadap, Keamari and Baldia besides a 50-bed hospital, inter and intra-city bus terminals, a factory that will make spare parts for buses, a driving institute and a CNG station. DCO Karachi Javed Hanif directed EDO works and services to prepare a PC-1 for the plan so that work on these projects could begin immediately. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/01/2008)

Remembering city planner Ahmed Ali
By Dr Noman Ahmed

During the recent past, Karachi has become an extremely chaotic city. Despite the initiation of various development projects in transportation, land development, infrastructure re-vitalisation and housing by private developers, the life of common folks is becoming stressful. Many attempts have been made to plan and improve Karachi over a period of time. Some of these attempts left a lasting impression in more than one ways. For example, many Karachiites will agree that older locations in the city were better planned and executed neighbourhoods which attempted to provide maximum facilities to residents, visitors and other related user groups. It was [image: image2.jpg]


possible to materialize these schemes with the presence and help of well-intentioned, highly qualified professionals in the planning domain.

The name of Planner Ahmed Ali shall merit an outstanding status in this category. In his various capacities in the Karachi Improvement Trust (KIT), Ahmed Ali successfully demonstrated that properly prepared and applied planning solutions can give rise to a sustainable built environment. Most important of all, he piloted planning proposals and schemes at a time when neither the profession nor the professionals had any visible existence across growing demands. It shall be appropriate to re-visit some of the meritorious contributions made by this visionary professional in a difficult and complex context as Karachi.

After completing his Masters in Regional Planning from the prestigious Cornell University, USA, Planner Ahmed Ali returned and eventually migrated to Pakistan in 1950. He joined KIT, the key institution that was entrusted the task of preparing and implementing schemes of re-settlement in coordination with other government bodies.

Ahmed Ali worked tirelessly to establish proper standards, planning guidelines and working methodologies for the various schemes in the city to accommodate the incoming multitudes of refugees. Several displaced peoples' townships were created in the city, some of which continued to exist as permanent settlements even after the conclusion of temporary phases. Afterwards, the then President of Pakistan, Iskander Mirza, transformed KIT into a proper development institution: Karachi Development Authority (KDA) in 1957.

KDA had a stretched out mandate. Planning and development of new neigbhourhoods was amongst responsibilities that held top priority. Ahmed Ali was associated with this important assignment. The need for residential, [image: image3.jpg]


commercial, industrial, amenity and recreational spaces was on a swift rise and demanded a corresponding professional response.

Like a capable planner, Ahmed Ali conducted an analysis of planning attempts for Karachi during the British rule. He keenly studied the contributions of A.E. Mirams (1922) and Colonel Swayne Thomas (proposal finalized in 1946). Ahmed Ali was able to appreciate the approaches applied in the past and came up with solutions that logically linked up with the existing city. He developed meticulous schemes of neighbourhoods which not only addressed the prevailing needs but also served as worth emulating examples for the times to come.

As a planner with public spirit and foresight for the future, he laid down such physical planning standards that ensured smooth working even after several decades of initial implementation. Many critiques regard his plans for Taimuria (popularly known as North Nazimabad), as an outstanding neigbourhood for its wide open boulevards and streets; adequate interpolation of public amenity spaces; system of commercial areas and residential plot categorization. The 'right of way' detailing essentially included the provision of service streets on either side of the fast moving boulevards. Wherever possible, he also kept provision for a mass transit option as was envisaged by the policy makers of the time. Several foreign experts, who later visited North Nazimabad and other neigbourhood have appreciated the planning standards laid down in the scheme. These merits are now all the more prominent when viewed through satellite photographs or sophisticated soft ware.  

[image: image4.jpg]


Karachi Development Plan (1973-85) can be regarded as a crowning achievement of Ahmed Ali and his team mates. It was a collaborative effort undertaken by experts from United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS-Habitat), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), government bodes, local and foreign consultants. It was a worthwhile effort in terms of creating a unit namely Master Plan Department (MPD) comprising qualified and competent planning professionals in KDA. Ahmed Ali headed the team for this vital assignment. A detailed fact finding strategy was evolved to generate the much needed information repository for the plan. Based on these facts, various growth and development scenarios were developed. They were analysed on the basis of logically worked out parameters. The draft document was circulated to concerned stakeholders for feedback. The final document was finally launched in early 1974.

Unfortunately, Ahmed Ali was not there to see the final outcome of his labour of love. He passed away at the young age of 48 on December 18, 1973. The plan, though never implemented in the legal respect due to various political reasons, provided the overall guidance for many aspects of future urban development. Site and services projects, roads and street networks, by-passes, water supply network and institutional provisions were normally adopted from the KDP(1973-85).

The best way to keep the memory of this outstanding benefactor of Karachi alive is to draw inspiration from the legacy that he has left behind. Today, Karachi is moving in a rudderless direction. Urban and regional planning in its true spirit seems to be missing while deciding the crucial matters of urban development. Those of the professionals and public-spirited citizens who feel concerned about the present state of affairs must make it a point to question the urban decisions, acquire basic awareness about the prevailing issues and join hands with groups that are attempting to carve out workable and people friendly alternatives.

Social justice, expanded facilities for all and efficient infrastructural systems were the few enactments that Ahmed Ali strived to create in his work. This agenda is equally relevant in present times. The work and approaches of Ahmed Ali also offer a logical reference for the decision makers and planners of contemporary Karachi. His main focus always remained on professional merit, articulation of present for the future and responding to the needs of all segments of society.

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-42 Kolachi, 13/01/2008)

KBCA raises fees without public notice
KARACHI, Jan 14: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) has increased scrutiny fees for approval of building plans of all the six categories of residential, commercial, industrial and amenity plots, besides raising several other charges concerning the housing industry.


According to sources, the KBCA has already started charging enhanced charges and scrutiny fee with effect from Nov 14, 2007 without issuing a public notice. The authority has also decided to levy infrastructure betterment charges on all those buildings which will be raised beyond ground-plus-four storeys.


The move is bound to further escalate prices of flats whose prices over the last four years have already gone up by more than 300 per cent as the builders of apartment buildings will obviously pass on the burden of the enhanced charges to buyers of apartments. KBCA officials insisted that the purpose of levying betterment charges was to generate revenue for the improvement of the city’s infrastructure.


Building plans

Referring to the scrutiny fee for the approval of first categories I to IV of residential plots, sources say that the existing fee of Rs5.62 per sq-ft has been raised to Rs8 per sq-ft and for categories V and VI from Rs5.62 to Rs6 per sq-ft. The scrutiny fee for the approval of building plans of commercial/public sale projects categories I, II, III and IV has been raised from Rs5.62 to Rs10 per sq-ft and for categories V and VI from Rs5.62 to Rs8 per sq-ft.

The fee in the case of all categories of industrial plots has been enhanced from Rs5.62 to Rs10 per sq-ft and for all categories of amenity plots from Rs5.62 to Rs6 per sq-ft.


The other fees or charges increased include attestation fee for building plans to be issued to the owners/allottees/adjoining neighbours. The attestation fee has been raised from Rs500 to Rs1,000.The infrastructure betterment charges for industrial/commercial/public sale projects/apartment buildings will be levied at the rate of Rs100 per square feet on the entire FAR (floor area ratio) permissible under the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations (KB&TPR) 2002 while for the highrise zone in Clifton’s Blocks 1 to 4 (KDA Scheme-5) and other areas of the city where FAR has been raised to 1:9, the rates applicable will be Rs300 per square feet.

However, in the cases where enhanced FAR is not requested, the infrastructure betterment charges will be levied at the rate of Rs100 per sq-ft.


Moreover, the fee for issuance of licence to fresh category ‘A’ builder/developer in the case of a project costing above Rs500 million has been proposed to be fixed at Rs100,000 as against the existing fee of Rs30,000.

For fresh category ‘B’ builder/developer the proposed licence fee in the case of a project costing up to Rs500 million has been proposed to be Rs60,000 and for category ‘C’ in the case of a project costing up to Rs100 million the proposed fee is Rs30,000.


Similarly, the fee for the issuance of professional practising licence to architects, building designer, site engineers/town planners, structure/consulting engineers has been proposed to be raised from Rs500 to Rs5,000 and for the registration of proof engineers from Rs500 to Rs10,000.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-18, 15/01/2008)

Nazim approves amendments to allotment rules
KARACHI, Jan 15: Recent amendments to the Karachi Building & Town Planning Regulations 2002 (KB&TPR-2002) have allowed allottees to sublet, transfer or sell their unit before the approval of the completion plan and occupancy by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA).

However the changes, made by city nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, require an allottee claiming the above benefit to obtain written permission from the builder, who may allow such transfers after receiving all dues outstanding up to that point and a transfer fee of 0.5 per cent of the unit’s total price.


Once an occupancy certificate has been obtained from the KBCA and possession has been handed over to the allottee, however, the sale/purchase of a unit will be achieved through a registered sale deed. After this, the buyer will be required to obtain a no-objection certificate from the KBCA for the transfer/mutation of the unit from the relevant land controlling agencies, such as the city government’s revenue offices.


Another amendment to the KB&TPR exempts the KBCA from acting as an arbitrator in any dispute between a developer and an allottee where both parties have failed to execute a mandatory agreement within 30 days of booking the unit, and an allocation letter has not been issued by the developer.


The regulations now require both the developer and the allottee to execute an agreement in a specific form, in line with Section 12(4) of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, within 30 days of booking the unit and before the allocation letter is issued by the developer.


According to a notification of the 2007 amendments to the KB&TPR-2002, which have been approved and signed by the city nazim, the allottee will make payments in instalments that strictly follow the schedule approved by the KBCA.


If an allottee defaults on more than one instalment, the develop is to issue a 30-day notice and send it via registered mail or a registered courier service to the last given address of the allottee. If the allottee fails to make the payment within the given period, the builder can issue a final notice extending the grace period by another 15 days, a copy of which must be endorsed by the KBCA. If the allottee fails to respond to the final notice and does not approach the KBCA within 15 days, the developer will be allowed to issue a cancellation notice to the allottee. A copy of this cancellation notice will have to be endorsed by the KBCA, and will also have to be published in the weekend editions of two leading newspapers (in both Urdu and English) in the classified advertisement section in bold format and under the heading, ‘cancellation of unit’. Even so, however, the developer will not be permitted to re-book the unit for 30 days after the publication of the public notice.


Cancellation and refunds

The amendments state that if the KBCA receives no response from the allottee during the stipulated period, it shall confirm the cancellation of the unit’s allotment and intimate the builder in this regard.

If the cancellation occurs before the execution of the agreement, the developer will be required to refund within 30 days the total amount paid by the allottee up to that date. If the agreement has already been executed, however, the developer may retain four per cent of the amount already paid by the allottee while the balance must be refunded within 30 days.


If, for any reason, the builder abandons the project, he will have to refund the total amount received from the purchaser with mark-ups calculated at the prevailing bank rates. Additionally, the builder must pay an additional compensation amounting to 10 per cent of the sums received from the allottee against the booked unit. The entire sum must be paid within 60 days of the publication of the relevant notice in leading Urdu- and English-language newspapers, in accordance with the specimen approved by the KBCA under the amendments to the KB&TPR-2002.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-19, 16/01/2008)

Monstrosities along city roads
I am amazed at the ability of our people to create ugliness and disfigure things that look nice. What weird psyche is this? Look at the ugliness created in the form of graffiti on walls, meaningless words, advertisements of quacks, preposterous slogans of politicians anxious to get to the assemblies to “serve” the people! The moment an overhead bridge, an [image: image5.jpg]S shanis

these giant hoardings, they have yet to be

dismantled. —Photo by writer



underpass or a building is constructed, the walls are disfigured with graffiti, posters are pasted all over and every nook and corner is putrefied by pan-chewing people. Look around and you will see this spectral side of our fellow citizens’ attitude towards things that look nice and clean.


The mother of all ugliness, however, is the billboard. While graffiti, wall chalking and pan stains can be removed easily, the heavy billboards standing on solid steel pillars are difficult to remove. Perhaps those who are in this business have made it a point to construct them in such a way that you would think twice before even considering removing them! According to Ronald D’Souza of Shehri, till last summer as many as “17,000 billboards stood in Karachi out of which 13,000 were illegal.” At many places, they had even put up ‘multi-storied’ boards, one on top of another!


I hope people of Karachi have not forgotten the tragedy that struck the City of Lights on that fateful day of June 26, when a storm lashed it and brought down a large number of hoardings on the unsuspecting passersby, killing many, maiming many more, destroying properties. There was great hue and cry in the media – so much so that the authorities could not help but take action to remove them. But how adroitly the job was done! While most of the billboards in areas under the city government were promptly removed, a majority of them in the jurisdiction of various cantonment boards were only stripped of their “skin”. The massive steel frames fixed on heavy steel pillars were left untouched. They stood there, defiantly, menacingly, waiting for the dust to settle down. Now, after only six months, these ugly skeletons have started to be draped with advertisements offering consumer products to the bewildered masses.


One might recall that on March 27, 1992 one had presented in this newspaper extracts of a survey conducted in 1986 of hoardings installed haphazardly along major roads in the city. Yes, even in those days hoardings, even though only in hundreds, were a nuisance. That same year (1992) the then chief minister had constituted a “Chief Minister’s Aesthetic Committee” comprising prominent citizens, the main task of whom was to examine and oversee all activities for the beautification of the urban environment of Karachi. The committee’s recommendations were supposed to be implemented by the concerned civic agencies.


The committee would also look into the eyesores called “monuments” built by the KMC and the KDA at various roundabouts without any care for aesthetics and stop their further proliferation.


Among the many things we did during the one year of the CMAC before it was disbanded unceremoniously by the next chief minister, the most difficult task was the removal of hoardings. Had it not been for the help of the then commissioner of Karachi, it would not have been possible to remove so many hoardings that stood at most inappropriate places. We were then told that they would come back in a big way. Indeed they did. Not only the Aesthetic Committee was sent home by the new chief minister, much larger, heavier and electricity-consuming billboards appeared all over the city turning Karachi from ‘The City of Lights’ to ‘The City of Hoardings’. What is noteworthy, however, is that while the old hoardings used to be sold for 10,000 to 15,000 rupees, the new ones are now sold to advertisers for one million to four million rupees each. Is it possible that the business flourishes without the approval and patronage of officials? It is a free-for-all – the CAA, the Railways, KMC, KDA, cantonment boards, all found a great opportunity to make money by selling their sites.

It is sad that even after so many lives lost on account of the falling billboards, the authorities are again allowing these massive billboards to proliferate all over the city. Haven’t we enough on our plate already in the form of insecurity, traffic congestion and pollution to be subjected to a new threat? A lot of good work has been done in Karachi by the city nazim and his team. One hopes that they will have the political will to ensure that the city looks decent and presentable.

(By S.M.Shahid, Dawn-18, 16/01/2008)

KBCA say over approval of plans upheld
KARACHI, Jan 16: Except for cantonments and the Defence Housing Society, building plans for any part of the city are to be sanctioned by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) irrespective of the ownership of the land, a Sindh High Court judgment says.


The ruling, by a division bench comprising Justices Mrs Qaiser Iqbal and Bin Yamin, came on a petition moved by the lessee of Pakistan Railways’ land. He said he was the lawful occupant of a 500-yard plot situated at the Gulbai level crossing on Mauripur-Hawksbay Road. The commercial plot was leased out to him by Pakistan Railways, the lawful owner of the land, for setting up a weigh-bridge. He raised a small structure along with a platform to install a weighing machine, in accordance with the construction design approved by the railway authorities.


Following complaints received by it, the KBCA issued the lessee a notice for the demolition of the illegal structure as it had been raised without any approval by the KBCA as required by the law. Aggrieved by the notice, the lessee approached the high court for a restraint order. He said that since the land belonged to the railways and the lessor had sanctioned the plan, the KBCA had no role to play in the matter.


Relying on the provisions of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance and the Karachi Building & Town Planning Regulations, KBCA counsel Shahid Jamil Khan argued that the authority was empowered to enforce construction rules everywhere in Karachi, except in the cantonment and Defence areas. The mere fact that a piece of land was owned by the railways, an industrial estate or any other organisation or a housing society could not exclude it from the purview of the KBCA or the enforcement of the building code. The KBCA had no option but to demolish the unlawful structure and the position was fully explained to the petitioner, yet he chose to invoke the court’s writ jurisdiction.

The bench upheld the KBCA power and allowed the authority to demolish the structure. The petitioner was asked to pay costs amounting to Rs10,000.


Non-compliance of court orders

Meanwhile another bench, comprising Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Syed Pir Ali Shah, directed the chief controller of building and the town police officer of Saddar to appear on January 24 to explain why its order for the partial demolition of a building had not been complied by.


On a petition moved by the non-governmental organisation Karachi Helpline, through advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai, the court had ordered on September 29, 2006, that the offending portions of the building constructed on plot GK-7/100, Jilani Centre, Merewhether Tower, Saddar, should be demolished with police assistance in order to restore car parking.

The petitioner complained on Wednesday that the order had not been complied by despite the lapse of about three months. The complaint was authenticated by the court nazir, who inspected the site.

The bench also ordered the sealing of a structure raised on plot No. 1594, Lane B/2, near Madina Masjid Road, Khadda Market, Lyari Town. Petitioner Haji Mohammed Khan had complained that a five-storey building had been raised against a sanction of ground-plus-one floors. The construction work was in progress despite a court stay order. The bench asked the Lyari police to seal the site immediately and adjourned further hearings.


Notice issued to EC 

Another bench comprised of Justices Yasmin Abbasy and Farrukh Zia G. Shaikh issued notices to the election authorities for January 24 in a petition alleging the omission of 552 voters from the voters’ list of provincial constituency PS-24, Nawabshah.

PPP candidate Tariq Masood Arain submitted through advocate Adnan Karim that the ‘missing’ votes were mentioned in the preliminary list but had been dropped from the final list. He approached the Election Commission under the Electoral Rolls Act but was unable to elicit a satisfactory reply.


Judge’s plea for allowance 

Yet another division bench comprising Justices Azizullah M. Memon and Khwaja Naveed Ahmed allowed the adjournment of a petition moved by district and sessions judge Bin Yamin, who has since been elevated to the high court, for the grant of additional allowance for additional charge. Representing the federal ministry of law and justice, Deputy Attorney-General Rizwan Ahmed Siddiqui sought time for filing para-wise comments; the bench allowed the request.

The petitioner judge says that he held the charge of controlling officer of the environmental protection tribunal from July 13, 2006, to February 27, 2007, while he was posted as a special judge for the control of narcotic substances. An allowance at the rate of 20 per cent of pay was paid to his predecessor, Syed Ikram Hussain Jaffri, and the non-payment of the allowance was arbitrary and discriminatory. Responding to a query by the bench, the DAG submitted that he would try to help resolve the matter in a satisfactory manner in accordance with the law and rules.


Person ‘missing’ since Nov 3

The bench asked Advocate-General Dr Farogh Naseem to help ascertain the whereabouts of a person who allegedly disappeared on Nov 3. Petitioner Abdus Samad stated that his nephew Ikramullah was picked up from his Hasrat Mohani Colony residence by about 20 people who apparently belonged to some law enforcement agency. It was submitted on behalf of the police and Rangers that they had nothing to do with the alleged arrest or detention. The bench asked the AG to help trace Ikramullah.


AG summoned

A division bench of the Sindh High Court, comprising Justices Azizullah M. Memon and Khawaja Naveed Ahmed, on Wednesday summoned the advocate-general of Sindh on Jan 25 in a constitution petition filed by Salman Adil Siddiqui and 48 other candidates for the posts of lecturers, adds APP.

The bench expressed displeasure over the non-implementation of an SHC judgment delivered by former Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Faisal Arab in a case of appointment of lecturers tested, selected and recommended by the Sindh Public Service Commission which ordered the Sindh education department to issue appointment letters to them.


The petitioners maintain that they had applied for the posts in June 2005 after the Sindh education department advertised vacancies. They stated that the process was completed in June 2006, when the SPSC recommended their names to the government for the issuance of offer letters.

As the order was not implemented, the petitioners moved the court again on Wednesday. The bench expressed annoyance over the unexplained delay and directed the AG to appear in person on the next date of hearing (Jan 25).


The Sindh education department had announced 741 vacancies but later withdrew 650 posts after the recommendation for appointment of 91 lecturers by the SPSC.


Daniel Pearl case

An anti-terrorism appellate bench of the Sindh High Court, comprising Justices Qaiser Iqbal and Syed Mahmood Alam Rizvi, on Wednesday adjourned indefinitely the hearing of three appeals, one each by two accused and one by the state, in the kidnapping and murder case of Daniel Pearl, an American journalist.


One of the appeals was filed by Ahmed Omar Shaikh, challenging the death sentence awarded to him by ATC-V for the Karachi division. The second appeal was filed by co-accused Fahad Naseem, Salman Saquib and Adil Shaikh, who were sentenced to life imprisonment in the case. The third appeal was filed by the state through the Advocate-General of Sindh (AGS), seeking enhancement of the sentence (from life imprisonment to death sentence).

The adjournment was prompted by the absence of Special Public Prosecutor Raja Qureshi, who was on general adjournment till Feb 1. The bench put off the hearing of appeals to a date to be fixed later by the office of the court.

According to the prosecution, Ahmad Omar Shaikh abducted Daniel Pearl from outside the Metropole hotel in January 2002. The kidnapped journalist was later slaughtered by the unidentified accused as shown in a video provided to a local television channel.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 17/01/2008)

Dina claims Jinnah House in Mumbai as Pakistan gives up

LAHORE/ISLAMABAD: Now that Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s only daughter, Dina Wadia, has challenged the Indian government’s claim to be the rightful custodian of the fabled Jinnah House in Mumbai, where the founder of Pakistan held crucial talks with Hindu leaders, Pakistan has virtually surrendered the pursuit of the monumental building that holds deep sentimental value for the people of Pakistan. 


Dina and her industrialist son, Nusli Wadia, holding Indian nationality, have approached the central information commission of India, seeking official papers on the ownership of the Malabar Hills mansion, claimed by the Indian and Pakistani governments. 


The foreign ministry of India had refused to produce the information under the Right to Information Act, claiming that it could damage India’s relations with Pakistan. Dina Wadia was recently told by India’s officials concerned that under article 8(1)(a) of the Act, the government of India has withheld information because “disclosure of which would prejudicially affect Öthe relations with a foreign state or lead to incitement of an offence.” 


About Pakistan’s repeated attempts to claim Jinnah House to open its consulate in Mumbai, the spokesman for the foreign ministry of Pakistan Muhammad Sadiq confirmed that “Pakistan government has abandoned the idea.” He however avoided further comment on the topic as it was a matter of emotional attachment to Pakistanis and Indian Muslims. 


The ministry sources, not allowed to be quoted on such a sensitive issue, said “keeping aside the sentimental value of the Muslims of the Sub-continent, it is clear that the Jinnah House was personal property of Quaid-i-Azam and not of Pakistan government. Therefore, we do not plan to move the international court of justice or litigate in Indian courts.” 

Officials also said the government of Pakistan has no plans to either back Dina Wadia, who has formally filed a claim over the property and the case is pending for a decision. The sources also explained that the Pakistan government cannot become a party to the dispute over Jinnah House because “India had told us that since there is no heir of the property under the local laws, it was declared as evacuee property.” 


The source said “India did not want to hand over its possession to Pakistani consulate either on rent or on ownership basis.” Indian sources from New Delhi said the sprawling seaside home of Mr Jinnah, spread over seven acres of land opposite Maharashtra chief minister’s residence, is worth millions of dollars in the market but Indian governments never touched the property lest it should ignite the issue. It would rather let the monument crumble to dust as its structure is already in a dilapidated shape due to neglect. 


Designed by architect Claude Batley, the bungalow had been built by Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah as his residence in 1936. Till Partition when Quaid-i-Azam shifted to Karachi as Governor-General of Pakistan, the place had been the venue of several historical meetings between Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Mahatma Gandhi. 


The News research shows that Mr Jinnah had requested Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru not to sell the property, according to India’s first high commissioner to Pakistan. In keeping with Mr Jinnah’s wishes, Mr Nehru had given the bungalow on rent to the British consulate, which it had occupied till 1984. It has since been in custody of Indian Council of Cultural Research. 


The Indian government has long held that that the mansion comes under the category of “evacuee property” left behind by those who went over to Pakistan after Partition. But with Dina Wadia’s claim to it, the scenario has changed. Pakistan is out of the dispute but there is an expectation of reciprocity to be demonstrated by the government of India. 

Director Headquarters Department of Archaeology Qasim Ali Qasim, when approached by The News, said the issue for preservation of Jinnah House can be settled only through bilateral arrangements with India. “We, the ministry of culture and tourism can forward recommendations to the foreign office to take up the matter with Indian government.” 

He maintained that the ministry can ask the foreign office for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India to preserve the Jinnah House. “As far as my information is concerned, there is no such move but it may be possible in future subject to the willingness of the foreign office,” he added. 

The official said there is no international law under which Pakistan can take the possession of the Jinnah House from India. “We cannot challenge India to get the possession of the Jinnah House because it is within their territory.” 


On the other hand, the government of Pakistan is trying to please Indians. In a changed paradigm from foe to friend, the government of Pakistan announced a grant of Rs 60 million for the restitution of Katasraj Temple, one of the holiest and oldest sites in Pakistan for its mythical association with Lord Shiva. 


Rs 20 million were sanctioned to refurbish the holy site for Hindus of India to celebrate Mahashivrati Festival. Pakistan also sent a team of archaeologists to India to study the patterns of ancient Hindu temples for proper restoration of Katasraj Temple. Indian leader LK Advani also visited the temple in 2006. 

When asked what Indian government is doing for the sentiments of Pakistani Muslims, the official said: “Definitely, India should reciprocate in the same manner.” The official admitted that the Pakistanis hold emotional attachment with the Jinnah House in Mumbai. “Definitely Indians cannot have sentiments which we have, being Muslims and Pakistanis.”

(By MAK Lodhi & Dilshad Azeem, The News-01, 17/01/2008)

Low-cost housing scheme for CDGK employees a scam


KARACHI: Hundreds of thousands of City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) employees who had invested in the New Malir Housing Project, the low-cost housing scheme recently announced by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, are now in a fix as the scheme was ostensibly supposed to cater only to employees of the defunct organizations Karachi Municipal [image: image6.jpg]


Corporation (KMC) and Karachi Development Authority (KDA).


The cheap scheme, which was launched last month, attracted employees from various CDGK departments, including the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and administrations of towns and union councils (UCs), since the advertisements said the housing scheme was for all CDGK employees. Consequently, they thronged to submit applications and the first installment for the plots till Wednesday, when they learnt that they were not eligible. 


CDGK sources said that the sudden change in policy had been ordered by authorities in the CDGK and that no one, even in the Malir Development Authority (MDA) had known about it. “Was it a tactic to collect millions of rupees to fool employees?” he wondered. 


The housing project promised 3,150 acres of land in Gadap Town near Gaghar Pathak on National Highway under the supervision of the Malir Development Authority (MDA). The MDA had made 25 sectors, of which 16 were residential while others were reserved for flats, petrol pumps, CNG stations, private societies and a cottage industry. In total, the scheme had 27,604 residential plots that were divide into three categories – 11,592 plots of 100 square yards each, 10,803 plots of 200 square yards each, 5,209 plots of 400 square yards each – which could be paid for in 20 to 30 easy installments. The first installments for the plots were Rs 4,000, Rs 11,000 and Rs 26,000 respectively. The employees were also classified into three categories – employees from grades one to 15 were eligible for 100-square-yard plots, from grades 16 and 17 for 200-square-yard plots while those from grade 18 and above for 400-square-yard plots. The city government had also claimed that development work in the scheme, such as roads, water, sewerage, electricity and other utilities, was almost 80 percent complete. 


“If the scheme was not for employees of town and union council administrations, why did the city government officials distribute pamphlets in all 18 towns and fooled its own employees?” questioned a worker of Gulberg Town, on conditions of anonymity. He said that the pamphlets and advertisements in newspapers clearly mentioned that all CDGK employees were eligible for plots in the scheme. “The claims of the city nazim that all accommodation problems of government employees will be resolved will hold no merit if there is to be this sort of discrimination.”


A KWSB official said that the city government should have made it clear in the first stage as the staff, especially those of the lower grades, had borrowed money to submit forms. “Now, our money will be refunded in six to eight months and Rs 600 will be deducted as processing charges. This is one of the biggest scandals in the city government’s history.”


MDA Director General Ameerzada Kohati and other MDA employees were contacted repeatedly but were not available to comment. Presently, the city government employs about 127,000 people in all its sections including KWSB, KBCA, MDA, Lyari Development Authority (LDA), towns and UCs. Before the Sindh Local Government Ordinance was promulgated on August 14, 2001, most had employees belonged to the defunct KMC and KDA while KWSB, KBCA, LDA and MDA were separate organizations. Now, all employees come under the CDGK, except those who work for the LDA and MDA.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 18/01/2008)

Christians protest against sale of YMCA

The government should prevent the YMCA board of directors from misusing their administrative powers and selling the community’s property against the orders of the Sindh High Court (SHC), members of the YMCA Karachi action committee said Tuesday during a protest outside the Karachi Press Club (KPC). 

The protestors comprised Christians from social, religious and political committees and demanded that the illegal construction work by a tenant Chaudhry Mohammad Amin within the sports ground of YMCA Karachi be stopped. They said that necessary legal action should be taken against the board of directors who are allegedly involved in the illegal agreement of tenancy with Amin following which the illegal construction work has started on the YMCA sports ground. The board of directors include Farrukh Harrison, Henry Pilay, Alvin Minhas, William John, Kashif Malik, and Lalla Peter Qadir, among others.


The protestors said that the unlawful activity is not only disturbing for the Christian community but is also a violation of the Sindh High Court that had passed orders in December 2005 against “the sale of any property of the YMCA or any illegal construction on the YMCA site.” The property under question is School Wealth Center (YMCA Urban) at Korangi, Kashmir Colony and Main YMCA ground on Aiwan-e-Saddar Road. 


Chaudhry Patras, President Churches Save Property Welfare Association, told The News that the board of directors are trying to misuse their power and violating the by-laws of Karachi YMCA which states that the YMCA ground is only for the purpose of sports and religious activities. He alleged that as part of an “illegal tenancy agreement”, the tenant Chaudhry Muhammad Amin of the YMCA is using the ground for commercial purposes “without any prior permission with the concerned government departments.”

(The News-14, 23/01/2008)

Pizza outlet allowed on traffic island
KARACHI, Jan 23: The North Nazimabad Town municipal administration has allowed an international pizza chain to set up an outlet on land earmarked for a traffic island under the city’s master plan, Dawn has learnt.

The structure of the Pizza Hut outlet has already been raised on the island which is located near the Board Office intersection, one of the city’s busiest crossings. However, neither the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) nor the city’s master plan group of offices (MGPO) have so far taken any action or even voiced concern over the violation of the city’s master plan, apparently in the name of political expedience.


The importance of this triangular island can be gauged from the fact that on one side, it faces the main Shahrah-i-Shershah Suri, used every day by hundreds of thousands of vehicles going towards the various areas of North Nazimabad, North Karachi, Buffer Zone, New Karachi and Surjani Town. On the other side, the island faces the busy Shahrah-i-Chishty, which leads to Banaras Chowk and Orangi Town via the Abdullah College roundabout. Meanwhile, the North Nazimabad traffic police section is housed on one corner of the traffic island, facing Shahrah-i-

hishty.

North Nazimabad Town Nazim Mumtaz Hameed told Dawn that in fact, the proprietors of Pizza Hut had been allowed to set up the outlet on a purely temporary basis and had therefore been asked to raise the structure without using concrete. “They have used only steel, glass, fibre-glass and bolts and whenever the island is required for a future scheme or road expansion, it will be vacated,” he said.


‘Beautification scheme’ 

Mr Hameed said that a contract had been signed with the franchise’s representatives but he did not remember whether it was for three or five years. “The handsome amount of money paid to the North Nazimabad town municipal administration as a monthly rent, meanwhile, will be used exclusively for welfare-oriented projects in the town,” he added.


Defending his decision to allow the outlet on land reserved under the city’s master plan, Mr Hameed said that it was part of his beautification scheme and other multi-national fast-food chains would also be invited through open bidding to set up outlets on the remaining portions of the island. “This move will beautify the environment on the one hand and on the other prevent encroachers from grabbing the land,” he explained.


The Board Office intersection is already very busy and the volume of traffic is expected to significantly increase once an upcoming high-rise building, Saima Bridge View, starts using the intersection as its vehicular entry/exit point. Asked whether the presence of such popular fast-food franchises would worsen the traffic tangle, Mr Hameed said that “of course, once the project is complete, proper traffic and parking arrangements will have to be made to meet the demand of growing numbers of vehicles.” Dawn drew the nazim’s attention towards the severe traffic jams that already take place every day on Shahrah-i-Chishty, particularly near Jinnah Women’s University, the marriage lawns and the island. Mr Hameed responded that the road would be widened to ensure the smooth flow of traffic by reducing its central island since it had to be synchronised with the flyover being built at Banaras Chowk.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 24/01/2008)

Class 9 student dies helping at Baldia construction site


KARACHI: A 17-year-old class 9 student, who went to help his father at a construction site, was killed Wednesday when the building they were working on collapsed. Three officials of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) have been suspended for negligence. 

“The injured were screaming with pain when we reached the scene,” said SHO Malik Ishaq, adding that heavy machinery was the only way to rescue them. Some of the construction workers were stuck in the debris. During the rescue, 17-year-old Ismail alias Lalu was discovered dead while his father Sohail Khan, Zubair and one other man were injured. They were taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.


“A crack developed in the second floor at around 12:05 p.m.,” said seventy-year-old Abdul Kareem, a neighbour. “The shopkeepers were evacuated but the construction workers were still around. I had a strong premonition that the building would collapse one day and often demanded the landlord fix it.” 


Hijiani building was located on plot No. 1716, street No. 41, Arab Mohalla in Gujrat Colony and was built in 1972 Baldia Town Police Station. A few years ago, its owner sold it to a man named Saeed Arab but at this point the building was not fit to be inhabited and [image: image7.jpg]


needed extensive repairs. The ground-plus-second storey building was vacant but housed five shops on its ground floor. Owner Saeed Arab is nowhere to be found. 


Personnel from law enforcement agencies, ambulances from different welfare associations and KBCA staff conducted the rescue operations. 

Responding to a question, SHO Ishaq said that the building was illegal but only after the rescue is complete will they be able to deal with this aspect of the tragedy. He said that he felt that at least one more body would be recovered.


KBCA Controller Sabir, deputy controller Aslam and one inspector have been suspended from duty. “An inquiry is underway,” confirmed KBCA chief controller Rauf Akhtar. “We cannot yet say anything about the regularization of the building.” But approval of a ground-plus-one building was given to the owner. The second floor was illegal. According to Akhtar, one of the columns of the second floor was damaged by a heavy load and collapsed.


APP adds: Akhtar has ordered an inquiry into the collapse. According to the CCOB, the ground-plus-one storey house was an old structure on a plot measuring about 100-130 sq yards. He said the house owner added a second floor which was being plastered when one of the columns dislocated and the structure crumbled. At the time of the collapse, there were 9 persons inside out of which one person died, five were taken out safely and three are still under the debris, the CCOB said, adding that their voices were still audible.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 24/01/2008)

Builder faces SHC action over illegal construction
KARACHI, Jan 24: The Sindh High Court prohibited on Thursday further construction on a 4,000-square-yard plot straddling Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Gulshan-i-Iqbal and ordered the builder not to create third party interest in the commercial-cum-residential structure already raised.


Seventy per cent of the plot (number 309, Block 10-A, Gulistan-i-Jauhar) falls within the remit of the Karachi Building Control Authority and 30 per cent within that of the Faisal Cantonment Board for the purpose of approval of building plans and according to the KBCA, the builder-developer has proceeded with the construction work under the cover of a stay order obtained by him against the board and behind the back of the KBCA.


Gross violations came to light in the course of proceedings on a petition moved by two residents living close to the project, named Moon Garden. The petitioners alleged that a 10-storeyed commercial-cum-residential complex had been raised illegally against a sanctioned plan for a ground-plus-four-floor structure and that the KBCA was a silent spectator to the contravention of the building code.


Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Pir Syed Ali Shah, who constitute the division bench seized of the petition, asked the KBCA counsel, who happened to be present in another case, about the alleged violations and why the authority had taken no action. The counsel, Advocate Shahid Jamil Khan, submitted that there was substance in the allegation of gross violations but the averments made against the KBCA were not true.


The KBCA, the counsel said, issued a notice to the builder-developer and sealed the under-construction premises. The seal was broken and the KBCA lodged a complaint with the police. The Aziz Bhatti police station in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, however, refused to register an FIR and the authority was rendered helpless. The builder, meanwhile, moved separate petitions against the KBCA and the Faisal Cantonment Board and obtained a restraint order against the board in the latter. The construction work continued under the cover of the court restraint order.

The bench directed the office to tag all three petitions together for consolidated hearing on February 6. Meanwhile, the builder would halt all construction work and would not create third party interest in the project.


DIG summoned

The bench also summoned the deputy inspector-general (operations) to appear in a person on February 6 in a petition alleging police complicity in the construction of an unauthorized structure near Merewhether Tower. A non-governmental organization submitted through Advocate Abdul Jabbar Korai that the car parking lot was provided for in the basement of a building raised on plot number GK-7/100, MW Tower, Saddar. The builder of the complex known as Jilani Centre later converted the parking lot into godowns in violation of the sanctioned plan and the building and town planning regulations.

The high court ordered demolition of godowns and restoration of the parking lot but the builder ignored the court order in complicity with police. The police also refused to help the KBCA demolish the unauthorized structure in violation of the court order. The court asked the town police officer to appear on Thursday but he failed to turn up. The bench summoned the DIG to explain why the court order for police assistance in demolition was not complied with and why the TPO failed to answer its summons.


Kidney Hill park

The bench heard extensive arguments on the Kidney Park Hill project near Karsaz and decided to continue the hearing on Friday. Appearing for Shehri and certain residents of the area, Advocate Rizwana Ismail argued that an amenity plot could not be put to any other use, particularly commercial.


Appearing for the Overseas Co-Operative Housing Society, the original petitioner that challenged the park project and claimed all 62 acres comprised in the project, said there was an agreement between the main parties to the proceedings, that is, the petitioner society and the federal, provincial and city governments. The compromise was recorded by the Supreme Court and the case disposed of. Shehri or any other individual or organization had no locus standi in the matter. Under the agreement, 20 acres each were given to the city district government for development of a park and 20 acres to the petitioner society for its housing project. The rest of the land is to be utilized for construction of roads, a hospital, a mosque, a police station, a water reservoir and other infrastructure.


City district government counsel Manzoor Ahmed said the compromise before the Supreme Court was the only way out to end the long-drawn legal controversy. Seven of the 62 acres of land have already been encroached upon. It would be in the fitness of things if work was allowed to commence on a 20-acre park at the earliest.


Advocate Rizwana Ismail said that Sheri had been fighting for civic rights. The established law is that an amenity plot cannot be converted into residential or commercial premises. Only one acre had been given to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board while its existing reservoir was spread over 10 acres. The reservoir supplied water to 25 union councils.

(Dawn-17, 25/01/2008)

YMCA land controversy

Christian community members cry foul

The illegal seizure of Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) premises was challenged by some members of the Christian community who proved, using documents, that six members from the board of directors of the association have been involved in a financial scam for over five years and who are now attempting to sell the YMCA sports ground under an “illegal tenancy agreement.” The YMCA premises is the property of the Christian Community. 


At a press conference held on Thursday, concerned members from the Christian community, united under “Save YMCA Committee”, criticised the control of the YMCA by a few members of the administration who, according to them, had, with the help of the ‘land mafia,’ signed an illegal tenancy agreement in November 2007 with one Chaudhry Mohammad Amin. 


The act, they said, is a violation of the association’s constitution which states that the YMCA premises is the property of the community — not a few individuals. The property was rented out without any prior permission from the government departments concerned.


Speaking at the conference, Michael Javed, an Ex-MPA and the General-Secretary of the All Pakistan Minorities Alliance, disclosed that the principal of the YMCA, Henry Pilay, along with the General-Secretary Farrukh Harrison and other members Alvin Minhas, William John, Kashif Malik and Lalla Peter Qadir, entered an illegal agreement with Amin in November 2007 for ten years after obtaining a hefty amount. 


The concerned community members suspect that the main YMCA ground on Aiwan-e-Saddar Road may have been sold to Amin like other properties of the YMCA have in the past, including the School Wealth Centre (YMCA Urban) at Korangi and Kashmir Colony. The community is especially questioning the act of Pilay and Harrison whose record of financial corruption has been proved in the past.


As per the copies of the agreement, which were distributed among journalists along with other relevant documents, the tenancy agreement of the main YMCA ground was made on November 16, 2007, between the the principal of YMCA, Henry Pilay and Chaudhry Mohammad Amin for ten years at a monthly rent of Rs200,000 following which the community ground (reserved for religious activities of the Christian community and other sports activities for the citizens of Karachi) will now be used for commercial purposes. 


According to the agreement, a sum of Rs500,000 was also given as a security deposit, permitting Amin to convert the land into a marriage lawn or other commercial use. “The YMCA ground is an inheritance property of the Christian community of Pakistan and not the property of the administration or a single individual who can claim the ownership of this land,” said Michael. The tenancy agreement was signed by Pilay as the ‘owner’ of the YMCA.


Javaid maintained that Pilay and Harrison’s have a record of financial corruption ever since they took over the administration of YMCA. As per orders issued by the Sindh High Court (SHC) in December 2005, an earlier inquiry was personally conducted by Director Anti-corruption (provincial) A.D. Khuwaja in 2006 whose report exposed Pilay and Harrison’s financial corruption of Rs3.134 million but no action has been taken by the court yet. 


Another representative John Rehmat added that since litigation on the matter is still pending in the SHC, Farrukh and Harrison are not authorised to sign another illegal agreement. 

Members of the ‘Save YMCA committee’ said that the community members had been aware of the scam for over five years, but were unable to expose the financial corruption of Pilay and Harrison because they had no legal proof to support their argument. 


Considering that the YMCA general elections are held every year under the association’s constitution, Chaudhry Patras, President Churches Save Property Welfare Association, said that the decision taken by the current governing body for further ten years is not just a violation of the YMCA constitution, but gives them further reason to doubt the intentions of the body.


The speakers at the conference also claimed that despite being a property of the community, the rival members were not allowed to enter and pray at the church located in the YMCA and are stopped by security personnel at the entrance.

The members also claimed that despite the fact that a school, hostel and a polytechnic institute is run on the premises of the YMCA ground, electricity, water and gas supply has been disconnected as the YMCA administration has not paid its dues pending for several months, now causing inconvenience to students and residents.


Patras also told The News that the school and hostel staff has been working without salaries for several months. On questioning the administration, they are told that the YMCA is facing “shortage of funds” and are hence compelled to rent out the ground to pay their dues.

“This is a deliberate act to trouble the residents and school authorities so they can vacate the premises in the minimum possible time, following which the perpetrators would migrate abroad,” alleged Javaid. He demanded that the names of the offenders be included in the Exit Control List (ECL) to prevent them from doing so. 


Established in 1913 and registered under Sindh Social Welfare Agencies (Registration and Control) Ordinance 1961, the YMCA ground measures 27,724 square yards and is located on Aiwan-e-Saddar Road. “The YMCA sports ground has served as a learning ground for various national players of the country. It is not just a property of the Christian community but a national asset of the country that ought to be protected as a heritage,” demanded the speakers.

(The News-14, 25/01/2008)

UAE’s Emaar shows interest in Karachi housing projects

KARACHI: A delegation of a well-known UAE-based construction firm, Emaar International, called Saturday on City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal in his office and showed interest in investing in Karachi, especially in the housing sector.

The delegation was led by Managing Director Muhammad Alfalasi. He admired the CDGK’s performance and said that they want to work with it on different BOT/public-private partnership projects, particularly in the real estate sector.


Alfalasi said that he was proud to be in the brotherly country of Pakistan, and particularly in Karachi, where long term planning has been made by the city nazim to provide a decent life to the citizens.


Kamal said that Karachi was emerging as a business hub of South Asia. He said that the city government has resolved old and basic city problems and now Karachi has become a center of international trade and commercial activities.

He informed the delegation that adequate land is available in Gadap Town (Northern Bypass) for the construction of low-cost housing schemes. Currently, 2.2 million housing units are available, whereas the annual housing unit requirement is 100,000 units and the estimated projection by the year 2020 is 3.9 million housing units.


The nazim further said that the government has focused on developing the transport, water and sewerage systems, infrastructure and the social and economic sectors, which are the basic requirements of the citizens.

He said that Karachi’s first comprehensive Master Plan has been approved, while five new industrial zones are to be established in Karachi for future requirements. Important corridors of the city are also being linked with the Northern Bypass and Super Highway to decrease the traffic problems in the inner city. He said that a 264-acre CDGK Complex has also been planned near the Northern Bypass.

(DailyTimes-B1, 27/01/2008)

Land-grabbers eyeing Baghicha
KARACHI, Jan 27: The land mafia operating in the city is once again active, eyeing the 480- acre Gutter Baghicha in the former district west.


By disposing of the rest of the amenity land to builders for residential and commercial purposes, plans are there to reduce the municipal park area to 160 acres only.

Spread over 1,017 acres initially, the land was called “Oasis in the desert” in the Karachi Handbook published in 1913. However, most of its open tract was gradually encroached upon after the influx of refugees. With the passage of time, over half a dozen settlements had been established here while successive governments remained unable to put curbs on encroachment.


Half of the land that had been left unaffected by encroachers was then planned to be used for a park, which was to serve as lungs for the residents of densely populated Trans-Lyari localities as declared by subsequent rulers, including President Pervez Musharraf. He had pledged in a public address at the mausoleum of the Quaid-i-Azam before the April 2000 referendum that the Gutter Baghicha would be developed as a beautiful garden.


Although some non-government organisations are trying to get the plan materialized some vested interests taking advantage of the caretaker set-up in the province have reportedly managed to rope in all the functionaries supposed to safeguard public interest and carry out orders of the president and the chief executives of the federal and provincial governments.


In sheer disregard to the clear directives of President Pervez Musharraf to the provincial and city governments the builders had reportedly made general powers of attorney and agreement papers on the basis of previous allotments which were ordered to be cancelled by the previous governments.


According to Nisar Ahmad, a spokesman for the Karachi NGOs’ Alliance, a meeting was held on January 18 last year at the Governor’s House which was attended by chief secretary, the chairman of the Anti-Corruption Establishment and other officials concerned including ex-employee Shafi Ansari who was accused in an FIR (51/2000) registered under Sections 420/468/471/34 PPC read with Section 5(2) of Act–II, 1947. He alleged that the ACE functionaries in the meeting were directed to quash the inquiry report which declared Shafi Ansari involved in illegal allotment. He pointed out that Mr Ansari was then absolved from the corruption charges in a rewritten report.


Making an impatient appeal to caretaker Prime Minister Mohammedmian Soomro, Nisar Hussain asked for ordering an impartial inquiry to save the lungs of the congested old city and severely punished those found involved in disposing of precious amenity plot to the greedy builders. The copies of the appeal were also sent to caretaker chief minister, corps commander, chief secretary, other officials concerned, electronic and print media, as well as national and international NGOs.


In his appeal, he had recalled the commitment of the subsequent governments to protect the Gutter Baghicha and turn it into a recreational park.

Housing society

In 1983, Mayor Abdul Sattar Afghani had fixed a grant of five million rupees to establish a sports village but the vested interests in the former Karachi Municipal Corporation allowed the grant to lapse. And the issue went into a dormant till 1993 when KMC Officers’ Cooperative Society applied for 200 acres for housing their officers. A 99-year lease for the housing society was then approved in violation of Section 45 of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, 1979.


However, former Chief Secretary Syed Sardar Ahmad observed that it would be unfair to convert the open park/farm into a housing society when the summary was moved for final approval by the chief minister.Instead of sending this summary to the chief minister, local government department moved another summary to the chief minister, bypassing the chief secretary this time.


Stay order

The NGO Shehri-CBE filed human rights case under Article 184(3) of the Constitution in the Supreme Court against conversion of the “Gutter Baghicha” amenity land to industrial, residential, and commercial purposes.


The Supreme Court restrained the KMC or any other transferee from transferring or selling any part of the Baghicha land. The Sindh government was also restrained from granting approval to the illegal KMC resolution.


In 1994, former Local Government Secretary Agha Shahabuddin floated a detailed summary giving all facts of the KMC Officers’ Cooperative Housing Society scam and recommended that court’s decision on the matter be awaited; KMC-OCHS leases be cancelled; proceeding be initiated against KMC Commissioner Allauddin Sabir, senior director (land) Tanveer Naqvi; and the Sindh government’s approval to the scheme be withdrawn.

Subsequently, former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto ordered the KMC to cancel illegal allotment of 200 acres to the society, directed KMC administrator Fahim Zaman to withdraw earlier order and declared that Gutter Baghicha land should be used as a recreational park.


Sub-leases continued

However, about 415 sub-leases were issued by the KMC-OCHS, from August 1994 to October 1997, flouting orders of the local government secretary and the then chief secretary Syed Sardar Ahmad and in violation of the stay order of the Supreme Court. In March 2000, an FIR was registered by Anti-Corruption Establishment.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-13, 28/01/2008)

Opposition walkout over amenity plot conversion

Council okays posh hotel in Gulshan
KARACHI, Jan 28: The City Council adopted on Monday a resolution allowing the construction of a five-star hotel on a piece of land earlier reserved for the offices of the defunct district council amid a walkout by opposition members.

The land in question is near the Expo Centre and the National Stadium in Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town.


Criticising the resolution tabled by the treasury benches, Leader of the Opposition in the City Council Saeed Ghani of the Awam Dost panel argued that the council was not empowered to adopt such a resolution as the proposed land was an amenity plot and the house could not change the status of the land under the relevant clauses of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance.


Describing the resolution as a sheer violation of a Supreme Court judgment regarding the use of amenity plots, opposition members urged the convener of the house to withdraw it. They were of the view that such decisions would set an unending trend of commercialisation of amenity plots.


Mr Ghani said that he was unable to comprehend the urgency being displayed in the tabling of this resolution bypassing those resolutions which were on the top of the agenda. A heated debate took place over the resolution in the house presided over by Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil.

However, the opposition’s arguments failed to convince the treasury members led by Asif Siddiqui, leader of the Haq Parast panel, who defended the resolution by terming this action “in the larger interest of the city”.


Pleading that the council has the right to change the status of a piece of land in the public interest, they said that currently the proposed site was vacant and without any civic facilities.


At the same time, the treasury conceded that the plot was earlier reserved for the construction of the offices of the defunct district council. They were of the view that the location of the plot was ideal for the construction of a five-star hotel because it would facilitate foreign visitors and help solve their accommodation problems.


The treasury members maintained that a new urban centre would emerge in the areas surrounding the hotel with all the civic amenities, which would also help create new employment opportunities. The treasury members who took part in the debate included Masood Mehmood, Abdul Jalil, Saeed Waqar Husain, S. Mohin and Mirza Iftikhar Beg.


Setting aside the arguments of the opposition, the convener of the house put the resolution to the vote, which prompted a walkout by the opposition members who raised slogans against the proposed project. The opposition pointed out that they would in no way take part in the proceedings allowing the conversion of an amenity plot into a commercial one.

Later, in the absence of the opposition, the house unanimously passed the resolution which reads: “This City Council of Karachi District Government approves change in use of land on plot number ST-5 measuring 1,830 acres situated Block-14, Scheme 24, Gulshan–i-Iqbal, Karachi.”


The house also adopted two other resolutions without the opposition members. One of the resolutions pertained to a 50 per cent cut in the rents of the CDGK’s markets, shopping centres, shops and offices, while the other related with the extension of Hyder Ali Road up to Shah Ahmed Road and cancellation of land use from Jail Chowrangi up to Hyder Ali Road along Shaheed Millat Road.


UC funds 

Earlier, the city government came under fire for not solving the issues facing the masses and paying more attention to mega projects. A number of opposition members drew the attention of the convener to various civic issues particularly water and sewerage problems being faced by their respective constituencies, saying that despite the fact that the financial year was approaching its end, funds for opposition union councils were yet to be released.


The debate was initiated by Ramzan Awan, a leader of the Al-Khidmat Group. He alleged that nearly 70 per cent of the UC funds remained unutilised as delaying tactics were being adopted for the issuance of payments to the contractors. The contention of Mr Awan was also supported by other opposition members.


A UC nazim from Lyari, Ibrahim Mughal, complained that around two years ago he had submitted to the convener of the house an application regarding the construction of an overhead bridge near the ICI roundabout on Mauripur Road but received no response in this regard.


Opposition members who took part in the debate included Sheikh Mehbubur Rehman advocate, Abdul Razak, Yaqub and Islamuddin. The convener assured the house that all possible steps would be taken to address these issues and adjourned the session for Tuesday.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-17, 29/01/2008)

MDA castigated for challenging Goths’ legality

A candidate, contesting the coming general elections, as well as other political activists from Gadap Town have condemned the “indifferent” approach of the Malir Development Authority (MDA) that has issued letters to the inhabitants of some 150-year-old villages to vacate, remove constructions and renovations from their houses.


Abdul Khaliq Mirza alias Babu, a candidate for PS-97, Karachi, and member of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Sindh Council, has sent letters to the chief election commissioner of Pakistan, secretary election commission, Sindh election commissioner, district returning officer (West) and other authorities concerned, describing such notices as “harassment and pre-election rigging” by the MDA in these old villages.

“It is unnatural that one destroys his/her house and then peacefully gives possession to an illegal authority, that is, the MDA, a ‘white elephant’ for the old villagers of Karachi,” Babu wrote in his letter.


“The MDA is under the control of the officers affiliated with the PPP’s rival political party in Karachi. They are unnecessarily harassing villagers through pre-planning, which is pre-election rigging.”


Accusing the Director General (DG) MDA, the PPP candidate said: “He (DG MDA) being the right hand of a rival political party is acting on the instructions of his party leadership and working for the candidates of that party by using such tactics, thus creating uncertainty among the village who have been living here since the time of their forefathers.”


According to Babu, such notices were issued to the inhabitants of Mula Essa Goth, Mula Hussain Goth, Chanesar Goth, Noor Mohammed Goth, Bahadur Goth, Jhoonjhar Goth, Peer Bakhsh Goth, Ghani Goth, Hingora Goth and others - all situated in the jurisdiction of Gadap Town (PS 97 and NA 250).


He alleged that the MD in question has over 60 but was re-employed by the rival party in power to use him for political motives. The MDA, Directorate Estate and Enforcement, in its letter issued on January 24 under Sindh Act Number XI of 1994, asked the villagers residing in the jurisdiction of Union Council (UC) 5 (Songal, Gadap Town) to vacate, remove constructions and renovations from their houses.


The MDA has asked these villagers to submit the “sanction” (legality) of the goth with the specified area allocated, situation and other documents. It warned that failing to do so within the three-day time limit, a necessary action as provided in the MDA Act and Removal of Encroachment Act-1975 shall be initiated against them.


The MDA also directed these villagers to refrain from any kind of construction/renovation activities. The local people say that MDA was established for the betterment of villages surrounding Karachi and not for the displacement of old villagers. They have termed it the shameful activities of the MDA.


“It is a clear violation of the rules and regulations of election laws, as the President of Pakistan has given assurance for free, fair and transparent elections in the country,” they added. The PPP candidate for PS-97 said that “the villages falling in the jurisdiction of his constituency are too old and their inhabitants have been living there since generations. Therefore, it is impossible for individuals to submit such an old record within three days. The inhabitants have been enrolled as voters and it is the right of these people to cast their votes in the forthcoming elections.”


Besides, he added, the villagers were entitled to renew their houses which had been damaged in rains or had become too old. “It could not be understood as to why the MDA has awakened all of a sudden in this peak election period and issued such unnecessary and threatening letters to these villagers,” he added.


Babu told The News that he was waiting for the response of the Election Commission (EC) and the government authorities concerned, adding that “we are trying to mobilise the local people and we will never submit to the whims of these development authorities that have turned into a white elephant for the local people”. He claimed that these authorities want to use the precious land of these old villages for commercial purposes, which the inhabitants would never allow.

(The News-20, 29/01/2008)

Amenity plot next to Expo Centre

Resolution changing land’s status adopted

While protesting against conversion of a prime amenity land to build a VIP hotel near the Expo Centre in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, the opposition members of the City-District Council staged a walk-out from the council session on Monday. They said that they did not want to be party to the process, which, according to them, was being pursued in the utter disinterest of Karachiites. 


Chaired by City Naib-Nazim Nasreen Jalil, the council session, amidst walk-out of the opposition members, adopted the resolution favouring the construction of a four/five-star hotel on a CDGK amenity plot a through majority vote. The plot measures 8.3 acres and is located in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Block-14. 


Proposers and advocates of the resolution from the treasury benches maintained that the proposed four/five star hotel in Gulishan-e-Iqbal would not only facilitate the large number of foreign guests related to events in Expo Centre and National Stadium but also help in developing new centres of major urban activities in the city according to the vision incorporated in the Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP)-2020.

It was also said that, once its land-use status is converted, the plot in question, ST-5, Scheme No 24, Gulishan-e-Iqbal on a 150-feet wide road, would not be entirely used for building a palatial hotel project but that a major chunk of it would also be utilised for other pro-public commercial and market activities largely absent in the populous and sprawling Gulishan-e-Iqbal Town. 


The opposition members vociferously opposed the resolution saying that relevant laws for the governance of the city and several rulings of the superior judiciary explicitly and firmly disallowed land-use conversion of any amenity land. Furthermore, they said, converting one amenity piece of land in a main residential area of the city and using it for pure commercial purposes would set an ominous precedent for the city’s affairs where other areas of historical, cultural, religious, or recreational importance would be at the mercy of land-grabbers and exploiters. 


Some other opposition members said that 98 per cent citizens of Karachi would not be facilitated rather they would be inconvenienced one way or the other due to the building of the four/five star hotel in the heart of a prime residential locality of the city.


The treasury benches, in their speeches in the council, defended the proposed project of hotel construction saying that it would substantially supplement in the ongoing booming development, trade, commercial, economic, revenue-generating activities in the city. They argued that the relevant laws of Sindh Local Government Ordinance, amendments in them, and the vision and spirit of the newly-adopted KSDP-2020 had amply empowered the council to adopt a resolution authorising the land-use conversion of any amenity plot in the city if deemed in the interest of citizens. 


Moreover, they said, despite the amenity status of the plot, no specific public-oriented, welfare, or recreational purpose had been specifically identified for future use of the land in question, which was originally designated for building offices of the former district council. 


Arshad Naz from treasury benches said that a committee comprising relevant officials of the city-government, constituted by the City Nazim, after due consideration of the matter, had recommended the conversion. The opposition demanded immediate withdrawal of the resolution as being an illegal and anti-public scheme. The plan, they said, would bring a bad name and disrepute to the city government and also implicate it in litigation by the concerned stakeholders. 

They said that hotel projects of four or five star status could be built anywhere in the city relatively close to the Expo Centre, such as in the vicinity of Karachi Airport, but an amenity plot should not be exploited for such pure commercial use. 


Saeed Ghani said that there were several amenity plots located in the city housed sites of historical importance, such as the Mazar-e-Quaid, Frere Hall, and the city council’s own building. Therefore, he said, changing the status of any one of such amenity plot would open the door for builders and land-grabbers’ Mafia that are eyeing such precious pieces of land.


UC DEVELOPMENT FUNDS: Earlier, several opposition members, speaking on points of order, decried that several Union Councils in the city, administered by Nazims of the opposition groups, were being consistently and systematically denied their due right of funds for completing their development schemes already under way.


Muhammad Yaqoob, Nazim of UC No 6 in Baldia Town, said that as he was associated with the opposition group of local body representatives the ongoing development programmes in his Union Council had been badly neglected and discriminated against by the Baldia Town municipal administration.

The council convenor Nasreen Jalil ruled that all the opposition members of the house having grievances regarding the release of development funds by city-government were more than welcome to come to her chamber to hold negotiations on the issue.

(By M. Azeem Samar, The News-13, 29/01/2008)

YMCA office-bearer refutes allegations

Young Men Christian Association (YMCA) Secretary-General, Farrukh Harrison, admitted to renting the community sports ground and signing the ten-year tenancy agreement with Chaudhry Muhammad Amin for commercial purposes. He claimed, however, that this was not unlawful and he had not violated the YMCA constitution. 


He rejected the allegations leveled against the current governing body by the “Save YMCA Committee” on January 24, and said that “some members of the Christian community are attempting to defame the YMCA management to settle old scores and trigger sectarian divide among the Catholic and Protestant Christians.” 

He also claimed that the charges have been leveled against him, Henry Pilay (YMCA Principal) and others under personal vengeance by members of the All Pakistan Minorities Alliance that itself holds a dubious status. He alleged that it is part of a conspiracy to take hold of the YMCA administration. He said that former MPAs Michael Javaid and Saleem Khurshid Khokar are trying to politicise the issue to achieve ulterior motives.


Harrison, who was addressing a press conference at Karachi Press Club on Monday, denied the charges of corruption leveled against him and alleged that Director Anti-corruption A.D. Khuwaja’s report produced in court in 2006 actually exposed corruption against Javaid and Khokhar who also involved Father Joseph Paul, Principal St. Patrick’s School/College so that he could seek help from the government’s Social Welfare Department in order to take hold of the YMCA administration. 


Harrison said that since case of corruption is being heard in court and the matter is subjudice, currently there is no elected board of governors at the YMCA so the tenancy agreement was signed using his powers as the CEO of the association. “In the absence of a governing body, the general secretary of the association is allowed to rent a property according to Social Welfare Ordinance 1962 under which the YMCA is registered,” claimed Harrison. 

“To meet the growing financial needs of the employees of the YMCA school and administration, we had to rent the land. We only generate funds through the hostel rent and the school fee which is not sufficient for the maintenance of the association – that is currently in a shambles,” said Harrison. Moreover, he clarified that the tenancy agreement has been signed for 11 months through a “mutual agreement.” However, the documents produced by ‘Save YMCA Committee’ prove that the agreement is for ten years.

(The News-14, 29/01/2008)

CDGK gives amenity plot for luxury hotel near Civic Centre


KARACHI: Opposition members walked out of Monday’s City Council session after a resolution allowing an amenity plot be used for commercial purposes was approved by the treasury benches. The House then adopted two more resolutions in their absence - it cancelled the commercial use of a road and decreased the rent for the city government’s own shops by 50 percent.


The session had an eight-point agenda and was presided over by City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil. Proceedings started with remarks from Opposition members, who are still waiting for Rs 9.5 million in allocated funds for their union councils (UC). Development work in their areas is being hampered because of the funds are not being issued, they said.

The debate was opened by Ramzan Awan. Later, Sheikh Mehboob-ur-Rehman from the Opposition benches said that, during the last 10 months, less than 25 percent of the work has been completed and the contractors in their respective areas are getting uneasy because of payment insecurities.


Another member from the same bench, Sharif Awan, drew the House’s attention to a 35-foot-deep ditch in his area which has resulted in two deaths. He asked the convenor to take notice of the open trenches and make sure that they are covered as soon as possible.


Abdul Razzaq demanded the city naib nazim devise a comprehensive strategy on issuing the Rs 9.5 million in funds for the UC nazims. 


Yaqoob Khan, the nazim of UC 6 in Baldia Town, accused the city government and the town administration of deliberately ignoring his union council, where people from all walks of life have been living for a long time. “This UC was neglected during the previous four-year tenure and also during the two years of the present city government. Not a single penny has been spent for the benefit of the residents. The town administration started construction work on a road that was already constructed at an estimated cost of nine million rupees, but, the work was abandoned in the middle and hasn’t resumed for the last six months. As a result, the surrounding houses have been inundated with sewerage water,” he said. He also demanded the city naib nazim do something about the UC funds. Jalil, closing the debate over the funds, assured that she would explain the issue in detail soon. 


Leader of the House Asif Siddiqi condemned the PTCL for its new 239-rupee package - the Pakistan Package - and said that it should be at the discretion of the consumers. “PTCL activated this new package for all consumers throughout the country and asked people to visit their centers for deactivation. People are burdened with other issues like the shortage of wheat and flour and load shedding and now they have asked people to waste more time in a queue to deactivate this service,” he said.


Opposition leader Saeed Ghani remarked that when the Opposition was criticizing PTCL’s privatization the treasury benches said nothing and now they are now condemning PTCL.

He also said that the city government has not issued funds for his union council either. During the last two years, a 400,000-rupee check was issued but it bounced. “Contractors have stopped further work due to payment insecurities,” he said. He also criticized City Nazim Mustafa Kamal for claiming that the city government has equally funded all union councils. The real situation is quite the opposite, he remarked. “If the city government is facing financial problems, we are ready to beg NGOs and other institutions to fund our development projects.”


Jalil stopped any further debate on UC funding and allowed debate over a resolution to allow an 8.3-acre plot be used for commercial purposes and give it to a private firm to construct a hotel. 


Treasury bench members stressed converting the 8.3-acre plot, located in ST-5, Gulshan-e-Iqbal near Civic Center, so that a luxury hotel could be constructed. They claimed that it was not against the rules to change the status of an amenity plot for commercial purposes.


Abdul Jalil of the treasury benches said that the Sindh Local Government Ordinance 2001 gives authority to the city council to change the status. A small portion of this huge plot will be utilized for the hotel while the rest will be used for other facilities to benefit the area’s residents. Presently, there are no major shopping centers or other such facilities, he added.

Saeed Ghani and other opposition members condemned the resolution and termed it an open violation of the rules and regulations. They demanded this land be allocated for a park or any other open-space facility. After a heated debate over this issue, the city naib nazim asked for a vote and Opposition members left the House and boycotted the rest of the session.


The House adopted two other resolutions on a majority basis in the absence of Opposition members. Then the convenor adjourned the session to Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 29/01/2008)

Illegal construction by NED retroactively okayed by govt
KARACHI, Jan 29: Caving in after the open support shown by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad, the Sindh government has granted a no-objection certificate (NOC) to the NED University of Engineering and Technology to carry out construction work in its city campus on a building that is protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Protection Act, Dawn has learnt.


The status of the on-going construction had earlier been illegal since it was initiated without the university having obtained the mandatory permissions. Sources pointed out, however, that the NOC’s issuance became a mere matter of time after the governor, who is also the chancellor of the university, extended open support to the project.

The heritage protection laws deny anyone, including the owners, the right to carry out any sort of construction, repair or restoration work in a protected building and prescribe long prison terms and heavy sentences for violators. Carrying out construction on such a site requires prior permission from the advisory committee on cultural affairs, which is headed by the chief secretary, and the plans must be approved by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA).


As has been reported in this newspaper, the NED construction/restoration project being carried out by Anila Naeem and Dr Nauman Ahmad of the university’s architecture department under the guidance of vice-chancellor Abdul Kalam, was initiated long before the NOC was granted.


In a Dec 7, 2007, communication to the NED University on the subject “Technical evolution of NED city campus restoration project”, the Sindh Cultural Department (SCD) stated that “[the] NOC is hereby granted for the restoration project of NED University of Engineering and Technology City Campus Karachi on the ground to strictly follow the conservation principles in view of the report and recommendations of Mr Arif Hassan, Architect and Planning Consultant, member (technical evaluation committee) of Culture Department and of Anila Naeem, Associate Professor, department of Architecture and Planning, NED University Karachi and member (technical evaluation committee) of Cultural Heritage dated April 5, 2006.”


Sources told Dawn that copies of this ‘NOC’, issued by SCD section officer Mukhtar Alam Mallah, were also sent to Arif Hassan, Anila Naeem and others.


Authority overstepped

They pointed out, however, that the SCD had overstepped its authority since the provincial culture department’s jurisdiction over the issuance of such NOCs was limited and it could grant such permission only after the decision had been taken by the advisory committee on cultural affairs. In this case, however, the SCD had issued permission without waiting for a decision by the advisory committee.


While the advisory committee ought to have taken action against the manner in which the SCD had overstepped its authority, it instead formally granted the NOC in a Dec 12, 2007, meeting. Sources said that the issue was not discussed in any detail and the meeting merely stated that: “NED University City Campus: the committee confirmed NOC granted to NED University, City Campus project issued by Culture Department, vide dated: 07-12-2007.”

Inside sources claimed that the Sindh Culture Department (SCD) was ‘persuaded’ to issue the NOC quickly since it is ordinarily quite hard to get permission from the advisory committee on cultural affairs, a few members of which are private citizens.


Governor’s partisan stance 

When the construction work was initiated, the NED University had neither the NOC from the advisory committee nor the approval of plans by the KBCA.


When the matter was taken up by the press, Governor Ibad became involved. In early December, a letter was sent from the Governor’s House asking the chief secretary to direct the secretary culture and the KBCA to ignore the construction work – which was illegal at that time – being carried out by the NED University.


Following the governor’s orders the KBCA, which had until then been pursuing the case diligently, gave in to the pressure and looked away from the illegalities.


When the story was reported by this newspaper, the governor came to the rescue again and on Dec 11, 2007, issued a statement saying that the university had the necessary NOC from the relevant government organisation.

Until that time, however, the university had obtained an ‘NOC’ from the SCD only, which did not have any legal value. Sources said that following the governor’s statement on Dec 11, the advisory committee – which is the only government body that can legally issue the permission – met on Dec 12 and issued the NOC.


Also interesting is the fact that a number of NED staff members attended the Dec 12 meeting of the advisory committee. Sources pointed out that this was a clear example of a clash of interests: NED staffers who were members of the advisory committee and its sub-committee ought not to have attended the meeting at all. In doing so, they had further compromised the integrity of a decision over an issue that was already tainted by the governor’s partisan stance.


Conservationists have urged the authorities to review the composition of the advisory committee on cultural affairs to ensure transparency. They point out that the committee’s credibility had already suffered a set-back when it, and the SCD, failed to take action against the NED University for the illegal construction work it was carrying out, apparently because a few of the committee members were employed by the educational institution.

Meanwhile, sources said, the university ought to have waited until it was issued the permissions relevant in this regard. In carrying on regardless, the institution had given its students the message that illegalities were irrelevant if one were influential.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 30/01/2008)

CDGK briefed on plans for locality along bypass

KARACHI, Jan 30: A modern city on both sides of the Northern Bypass is being developed and for this purpose the initial study and survey work has already begun.


A British consultant and architecture firm, the Atkins, has been hired and it has started working on master planning and designing of the area earmarked for the modern city.

On Wednesday, the Director of the Atkins, Paul White, along with other executives, gave a detailed briefing regarding the survey and study for developing the area to CDGK officials who included City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, DCO Javed Hanif Khan, EDO Master Plan Iftikhar Qaimkhani, EDO Revenue Saleh Farooqui and Director-General of the Lyari Development Authority Sarfaraz Ahmed.


The officials were informed that a complete corridor could be constructed on both sides of the Northern Bypass as per the CDGK-approved Master Plan-2020 where government offices, commercial and trade centres and residential areas could be established.


Wide streets and roads could be constructed at this site besides ensuring provision of a public transport system, including bus ways, light train and mass transit system. The CDGK officials were informed that the area would then be connected with adjoining localities to provide better and convenient travel and transport facilities to the citizens.


The city nazim said that the government should undertake planning for the city’s requirements till 2020 so that progress could be made towards making Karachi a modern city.

He said that in order to provide most modern facilities to the citizens, most of the city’s commercial and trade facilities like godowns, paper markets, cloth market, showrooms, truck stands, wholesale markets and commercial centres would be shifted to the proposed new city that could provide considerable relief to residents of main city areas, besides providing them additional facilities and modern infrastructure.


He pointed out that a City District Government Complex was being established at Northern Bypass near Super Highway and the city government offices would be shifted to the complex.

He said the city government was paying special attention to the housing sector and for this purpose, some 80,000 plots were carved out in Taiser Town and handed over to their allottees who emerged successful in balloting. A new and modern infrastructure would be laid in this area, he added. The nazim said that the proposed “new city” would also have an airport, as well as commercial apartments and five industrial zones.

(Dawn-18, 31/01/2008)

YMCA cannot be handed over to people with questionable integrity

The controversy over the lucrative land owned by the Young Men Christians Association (YMCA) in Karachi refuses to die down as one party blames another of wrong doing. Part of the confusion stems from the fact as to who is in charge of the YMCA with members of the local community questioning the credentials of those who have been appointed. 


On Wednesday, members of the ‘Churches Save Property Welfare Association’ (CSPWA) demanded that the YMCA, which is the “sacred property” of the Christian community, not be handed over to people with “questionable integrity.” 

They also demanded that former office bearers of the YMCA, against whom charges of corruption have been proven, should be barred from contesting elections in the future. 

A protest in this regard was held at the Karachi Press Club by the CSPWA. Members said that this was held in reaction to the signing of what they term as an “illegal tenancy agreement” between YMCA staff members Farrukh Harrison and Henry Pilay, who is also a principal at the YMCA, and a third party. 


The CSPWA members claim that these two staffers are not legally competent to enter into any agreement over YMCA land as this issue is still being looked after by a committee set under the directives of the Division Bench of the Sindh High Court on October 6, 2005. 


According to the YMCA constitution, only the Board of Directors of the association are authorised to lease the land and that too, for not more than a period of eleven months, says the CSPWA. 

However, Pilay and Harrison signed an 11 year agreement with one Chaudhry Muhammad Amin on a monthly rent of Rs200,000. The deal has generated controversy amongst the Christian community in Karachi since many have said that these members are “merely staffers of the YMCA” who took advantage of the absence of an elected Board of Members and violated the constitution as well as the court’s ruling. 


At a recent press conference, members of the CSPWA questioned the deal between Amin and the duo of Pilay and Harrison. It is claimed that the YMCA staffers had taken an advance of Rs500,000. Copies of the lease agreement were circulated to the media. 


It was also learnt that considering the history of financial mismanagement at the YMCA, an investigation by the Sindh High Court has been underway since 2005. As a result, a committee comprising the Advocate General Sindh, Member Inspection Team (MIT) SHC and the Nazir were appointed as administrators to look after the day-to-day affairs of the YMCA.

According to copies of legal documents distributed at the press conference, the AG Sindh – who is authorised to depute any law officer in his place – later appointed Assistant AG Tabassum Ghazanfar in December 2005. She is working to date.


Under the directions of the court, the said committee was later appointed as a neutral body to hold elections as per schedule on December 17, 2006, which they did. But charge could not be handed over to the elected board (the Malik group) due to an objection raised by Father Joseph Paul, Principal of St. Patrick’s School/college and a representative clergyman of the Archbishop of Roman Catholic Church of Karachi.


Father Paul also claims to be the caretaker Administrator of the YMCA appointed by the Social Welfare Department, Sindh. It may be noted here that the objection by the Father was raised after the announcement of election results and not when the list of voters and candidates were displayed on the YMCA notice board, say observers.


Father Paul’s intervention, however, has also been questioned by some members of the Christian community who allege that he is “not a genuine member of the YMCA” because under the YMCA constitution, a member is required to serve the association for two years, which Father Paul did not. 


The inquiry report of AG Sindh and MIT has also proved the embezzlement of accounts amounting up to Rs.5.6 million by Father Paul from the Social Security EOBI fund and Income Tax. “Donations amounting Rs35,000 were also received by Father Paul whereas the YMCA cash book does not show receipt of the same,” says the report. This committee report was seconded by Farrukh Harrison at a press conference on January 28, who was earlier targeted by a rival party at a press conference on January 24 for renting the Church’s property in the absence of an elected Board of Members.

As the election process has slid into chaos, and the matter of who is eligible to run the YMCA is pending in court, it is this confusion which may have resulted in some people trying to take advantage.


In November 2007, staff members Henry Pilay, Principal of YMCA and Farrukh Harrison, appointed as the acting secretary by Assistant AG Tabassum, are believed to have leased the sports ground for ten years. This move is now the centre of the storm. 


According to Section 3 of the Protection of Communal Properties of Minorities Ordinance, 2001, “no property of a minority community meant for its communal use shall be bought, sold or transferred by any person without an NOC from the Federal Government” and in case of violation, the person “shall be liable to imprisonment extending up to seven years and a fine which shall not be less than Rs100, 000.” On being questioned about the NOC from the Federal Government, Harrison said at the conference that he had not received one. 

The total area of the YMCA, including its sports ground, located on Aiwan-e-Saddar Road, measures about 36,955 square yards. This is divided into the YMCA Polytechnic Institute is (situated on 1,189 sq. yds), YMCA Hostel and School (8,042sq. yds) and the sports ground (measuring 27,724sq. yds) approximately.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-20, 31/01/2008)

UK firm starts work on new city near NBypass

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is developing a new modern city on both sides of the Northern Bypass for which the initial study and survey work has already begun.


A British consultant and architecture firm, Atkins, has been hired to master plan and design the whole area. Atkins Director Paul White and other officials gave a detailed briefing on the survey and study for the area to City Nazim Mustafa Kamal Wednesday.


DCO Karachi Javed Hanif, EDO Master Plan Iftekhar Qaimkhani, EDO Revenue Saleh Farooqui, DG LDA Sarfraz Ahmed were also present.


A complete corridor could be constructed on both sides of the Northern Bypass in Master Plan-2020 for government offices, commercial centers, residential localities and welfare work.

The area would have wide roads and streets along with modern-day transport facilities, including a Rapid Bus System, Light Train and a Mass Transit system which would later be linked to the nearest residential areas.

“In view of the city’s growing population, it is essential for the government plans for 2020 but headway could also be made towards making Karachi a modern city,” said Kamal.


“According to Master Plan-2020, the ongoing haphazard and unplanned commercial activities in the city would be shifted to this area, including godowns, paper market, iron market, timber market, cloth market, showrooms, workshops, truck stands, wholesale markets and other commercial and business centers,” said Kamal.

“The shifting of these business centers would reduce the existing problems in the city to a great extent whereas the new area would be developed with the provision of world’s modern day facilities,” said Kamal. 


A CDGK Complex is also being constructed near the Northern Bypass about 2km from the Super highway where all the offices of the CDGK would be shifted. In order to provide residential facilities in the area, some 80,000 plots have been handed over to their owners in Taiser Town through balloting while a new modern infrastructure will be laid in this area. 

The construction of a grid station has already started to supply electricity to the area while a water pipeline will also be laid down during the next 6 months. “The new city would also have commercial apartments besides five industrial zones and an airport,” said Kamal.

(DailyTimes-B1, 31/01/2008)
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No place like home... or is there?

With more and more women moving from rural townships to urban cities in search of employment, one of the main difficulties faced by such women is the lack of safe accommodation. To meet the needs of such working women, a hostel facility provided by the Business and Professional Women Federation has not only proved to be a successful project, but has led the inmates to believe that in a city like Karachi, which remains the centre of political activity (and turmoil), it is a safer place than home. 


The hostel, established in Clifton in 1985, has brought women from different professions and cities together who needed the facilities to enable them to work in a competitive environment. “For a woman working in a city far from her hometown, safe accommodation is her first priority and with the increasing number of working women in different sectors, this was definitely the need of the hour,” explains the founder of the institution Dr Salima Ahmed, who has remained a civil servant since 1949.


The organisation started as a pressure group in 1954 to bring about reforms that could facilitate women in education and employment, after which the hostel was set up for working women. The hostel currently houses 41 inmates from various cities including Mirpurkhas, Larkana, Thatta, Hyderabad and a few from Karachi as well. “The facility is mostly for women from the Interior Sindh and other districts and only a small percentage is given to the women in Karachi,” informs Ahmed. A similar hostel has also been set up in other provinces. 


“My parents did have a hard time accepting that I will be living by myself at the hostel. It is difficult initially, but you learn to get used to it. And I honestly feel very secure here and have no complaints whatsoever,” says a content employee at a local airline and a student of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST) Fariyal, who is trying to balance her studies along with her job, away from her family in Lahore. “A lot of people question us about the security at the hostel but we’ve got the essentials covered so it is pretty comfortable and peaceful,” says another content inmate Dr Rajkumari, whose family is settled in Nawabshah as she is employed at the Ziauddin Hospital in Karachi. Rajkumari has been staying at the hostel for the past one year at an annual rent of Rs4,000. 


The hostel is equipped with an internet facility as well. “It’s pretty much like their home and they are free to move about within the premises. They make friends here, learn about each other’s culture and tradition and try different recipes in the kitchen too so there is no restriction as such,” informs the superintendent of the hostel Tajunnisa Haris, who is more of a friend to the inmates. According to the terms and conditions of the hostel, an inmate is not allowed to stay in the hostel for more than a period of three years. “In special cases, however, we give an extension for a few more years or renew the agreement,” says Haris. She also said that the inmates are not allowed to stay outside the premises beyond 10.00 p.m. and are issued a gate pass, without which they are not allowed to enter or leave the premises. “We strictly adhere to our rules which is why, thankfully, no incident has ever been reported from our premises. Even our visiting hours are quite strict.” 


“The option of staying at this hostel gives me the independence besides being able to help my family financially,” says another inmate Mahnoor. On being questioned how secure she feels in the city that has been under constant attack for the past few months, she adds: “Since this is in a safe locality of the city with extra security measures for the inmates, I don’t think I could have been more secure. I have no fears whatsoever.”

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-19, 01/02/2008)

Action against illegal occupation of library urged

The Town Municipal Administration (TMA), Site town, has passed a resolution in which it has urged the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to take action against the occupation of the old Bhitai Library by the Excise Department. 


The town has taken this initiative after a local non-government organisation (NGO) approached the Ombudsman (Mohtasib) Sindh to get the said building vacated to restore the status of the library. Union Council (UC) 3 Naib Nazim, Haji Wasil Khan also raised the issue before the town council meetings several times following the demands of the local people.


The Ombudsman directed the former town nazim to vacate the building immediately. However, according to the TMA, due to the non-availability of suitable places, the orders of the Ombudsman could not be implemented though the former town nazim put all his efforts to acquire an alternate place for the establishment of the head office of the TMA.


Now, the town management has raised objections against the unauthorised occupation of the old Bhitai library building, situated in Old Golimar, by the Excise department. The library building was formerly used as the head office of the TMA Site town after inception of the new set-up of the local government.


According to the letter written by Site town to the city naib nazim to clarify its position, the town administration revealed that after the said building was set on fire in an incident, the TMA head office was then established in the Old Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) Depot in Site. Thereafter, the Bhitai library building has been occupied by the Excise department. The town has demanded the CDGK to take action.

(The News-19, 03/02/2008)

Growth of housing loans sliding
After a brief period of robust growth, senior bankers say, the progress and expansion of the country’s nascent primary mortgage finance market is being retarded by a number of factors ranging from the lack of documentation of the national economy to the higher price of the bank credit and land to the recent murky political scene.

The pace at which the mortgage market has been growing in the recent years is feared to decelerate during the current fiscal as well as over the next few years unless impediments holding back its growth are removed and issues facing the banks and intending borrowers addressed.


The primary mortgage finance market got its first real push in 2004 when the government announced a range of fiscal incentives to the housing sector as part of its policy to encourage and increase consumer spending in general and give an impetus to the construction industry in particular. The incentives were also aimed at attracting commercial banks into financing the housing sector, which, in the past, had solely remained the job of the state-owned House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC).


The incentive package, say the bankers looking after the housing finance divisions of their respective banks, for the first time liberalised the credit regime for housing finance, rationalised stamp duties, registration fee and property taxes, and ensured that recovery procedures in case of default by the mortgagors are implemented.

The package raised tax credit on borrowing cost of housing loans to Rs500,000 or 40 per cent of the income of the mortgagor, increased the limit of property income for withholding tax to Rs200,000, reduced the rate of withholding tax on property income to five per cent, allowed deduction of profit or interest on financing of property for the purpose of income tax, and withdrew or slashed Central Excise Duty (CED) on construction materials like wires and cables and cement (CED on cement was cut by 25 per cent) with a view to bringing down the construction cost.


The banks’ exposure to housing finance was also increased to 10 per cent of their net advances and the maximum size of a mortgage loan was raised to Rs7.5 million with a debt equity ratio of 80:20 for a period extended up to 20 years. The response of the banks to these incentives was quite substantial. The banks — flushed with liquidity as a result of the reduced demand for credit from the government and the increased inflow of the workers’ remittances in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 events. The interest rates had dropped down to their historic lows. The reduced credit cost did squeeze the banks’ margins, but at the same time afforded the bankers the opportunity to make higher profits through consumer lending, especially in the housing and automobile sectors, than through project/corporate lending.

“Low interest rates encouraged a lot of people to obtain housing finance and construct their own house. The low rates ensured that loan repayment cost the borrowers less than they were paying as their monthly house rentals,” says an executive, who asked not to be identified, working for a private bank in Lahore.


Housing finance increased by 24 per cent in 2004 on the back of the new fiscal incentives and 56 per cent in 2005 to slip back to about 28 per cent in 2007. The growth rate, the bankers say, has declined because of the rising interest rates — average housing finance price has risen to 13-14 per cent from 7-8 per cent in less than three years.


Compared to other regional economies, Pakistan’s primary mortgage market remains extremely small both as ratio of the national GDP and in absolute terms. This is despite the fact that the size of the mortgage market in the country has grown considerably during the last four to five years and the commercial banks’ exposure in this segment has risen to around Rs65-70 billion (this is exclusive of the HBFC’s exposure of Rs25-30 billion) — or one per cent the GDP. “This is extremely low if compared to India where the housing finance is above three per cent and China where it forms over 15 per cent of the GDP. If we look at the United States, the mortgage financing forms 70 per cent or even more of its domestic wealth,” said the banker.


“The coverage of the housing finance is also limited to a maximum of 16 cities across the country, and that too by just one bank. The rest of the banks are offering mortgage products only in six to eight cities. I can assure you no bank offers this facility in rural areas where 70 per cent of the total population lives,” the banker says.

The bankers say the government wants to push the housing finance to three per cent of the GDP by 2010 – as suggested by the World Bank, so that this segment of consumer lending acquires ‘critical mass’ and the national housing deficit of six to seven million units is narrowed. “But the odds against the expansion of the market are so huge that this target is unlikely to be attained over next several years unless the government responds to the banks’ proposals and addresses fundamental issues facing them in widening their mortgage operations.


The bankers say the major structural impediments in the way of the mortgage market’s expansion include the failure of the provincial governments to computerise their land revenue records and ensure clean titles, absence of uniformity in the land/property documentation procedures and weak enforcement of the foreclosure laws.

“The bankers are also very reluctant in advancing housing loans because most of the intending borrowers – individuals or developers, are not documented properly and are seldom in possession of their complete financial record and credit history. In order to evade taxes, most buyers do not document their actual incomes and when they come to us for financing we cannot help them because their declared income does not match their financing requirements,” says another banker.


There also exists a strong bias among the potential borrowers against instalment purchase. Many people who want early home ownership don’t apply for housing loans because of cumbersome documentation involved. “The customers are also not fully informed by the banks about their mortgage products. The customers, for example, applying for housing finance are usually not aware of the price of the credit or hidden costs. They also rarely know what kind of documents they need for obtaining financing for a built property or new construction.


Pakistan’s mortgage market remains substantially lower than even the regional economies both as percentage of their respective GDPs as well as in absolute terms if the size of those economies is taken into account,” the banker says.


Housing finance is considered an important mechanism to lift construction activity and boost some 40 allied industries for boosting industrial activity in any economy. “If the government wishes to expand housing finance , it has to take both short-term and long-term measures. In the short-term the government must take steps to reduce interest rates on housing finance to seven to eight person and freeze it for 10 years so that the middle classes, who are actually in need of early home ownership, can borrow and build or buy housing units for them.


Second, the government must free its land in various parts of the country and provide it to the builders/developers under the supervision of commercial banks for constructing housing units. The provision of the state land at cheaper rates or free of cost will help the developers discount the prices of the built units and make it affordable for the middle classes,” the banker says.


The long-term measures will include property reforms, uniform and quick implementation of recovery laws and procedures, and documentation of the economy and individuals. “Unless the government takes these measures, it should forget pushing the size of the mortgage finance to the targeted three per cent of the GDP. That would also mean that fewer people will have a roof their own than can be provided over the next several years,” the banker says.

(By Nasir Jamal, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-1, 04/02/2008)

Commercial centres near old villages opposed

Political leaders, intellectuals and writers of Sindh have opposed the imminent action of setting up of commercial centres by civic agencies near old villages located in Karachi’s suburbs and vowed to resist any such move.


At a consultative meeting held in Ibrahim Hydri village on Sunday, President Awami Tahreek Rasool Bux Paleejo, Ali Hassan Chandio of Sindh Tarraqi Passand Party, Ayoub Shar of Sindh National Front (SNF), Ghulam Hussain Khwaja of PPP (SB), Mohammed Ali Shah, chairperson Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, former Nazim Khudadino Shah and other activists discussed the problems being faced by the inhabitants of the villages.


Paleejo urged the need to expose the conspiracy being hatched against old villages and appealed to all the organisations and activists of Karachi suburbs to collect data of villages and fight the case collectively. 

The participants of the meting discussed the role of the City District Government of Karachi, Malir Development Authority and other organisations, which have created insecurity for villagers. 


Paleejo said: “We are progressive and not nationalists. We are not against any body living in Sindh. Urdu and Punjabi speaking people are our brothers. But those creating hatred against Sindhi and Balochi speaking people in Karachi cannot be our friends.” He realised the fact that Sindhi feudal lords could not play positive role while sitting in governments. But he made it clear that they would resist the actions if taken against old villages to use its lands for commercial purposes.


The meeting also discussed the present situation of old villages which have been deprived of basic facilities. They said that the CDGK has designed a “Masterplan 2020” for the city of Karachi but they denied including old villages in the development plan.

They said that these villages are being demolished to invite foreign investors to initiate commercial centres.

The meeting also opposed the development projects being launched at the coastal areas and said they would defend the lands of old villages. 


A five-member coordination committee was also formed to consult with other people and their representatives to unite them on a one-point agenda to save old villages.

(The News-14, 04/02/2008)

Action against illegal occupation of library urged

The Town Municipal Administration (TMA), Site town, has passed a resolution in which it has urged the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to take action against the occupation of the old Bhitai Library by the Excise Department. 


The town has taken this initiative after a local non-government organisation (NGO) approached the Ombudsman (Mohtasib) Sindh to get the said building vacated to restore the status of the library. Union Council (UC) 3 Naib Nazim, Haji Wasil Khan also raised the issue before the town council meetings several times following the demands of the local people.


The Ombudsman directed the former town nazim to vacate the building immediately. However, according to the TMA, due to the non-availability of suitable places, the orders of the Ombudsman could not be implemented though the former town nazim put all his efforts to acquire an alternate place for the establishment of the head office of the TMA.


Now, the town management has raised objections against the unauthorised occupation of the old Bhitai library building, situated in Old Golimar, by the Excise department. The library building was formerly used as the head office of the TMA Site town after inception of the new set-up of the local government.


According to the letter written by Site town to the city naib nazim to clarify its position, the town administration revealed that after the said building was set on fire in an incident, the TMA head office was then established in the Old Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) Depot in Site. Thereafter, the Bhitai library building has been occupied by the Excise department without the consent of the town, due to which objections are being raised from different corners. 


The town has demanded the CDGK to take action against the provincial Excise department to vacate the library building.

(The News-20, 05/02/2008)

Officials hurt clearing land


KARACHI: The Orangi Town Naib Nazim and a CDGK worker were injured Monday in an operation to clear government land within the jurisdiction of Pakistan Bazaar Police Station. 


The 400 acres were allocated for a government project, ‘Cottage Small Industries’, in 1995, but work had not started. The land was then occupied by the land mafia, including Mohammad Khan Afridi’s group. 

“The number of the illegal captors was over two hundred,” said SHO Tariq Malik. “I went to clear the land some days back, but the mafia opened fire on us.” Malik claimed to have been injured in the firing. “The first time we went in one unit. We were once again attacked when we went with a full force on Monday.”


Orangi Town Naib Nazim Shahid Bashir and one CDGK employ Fayyaz sustained bullet wounds during the clash. They were immediately taken to the Ziauddin Hospital where they were declared out of danger. As the police operation ensued, the illegal occupiers, while continuing to fire back, managed to flee via the hills the surrounded the area and the CDGK was finally able to take control of the land. 


Orangi Town Nazim Abdul Haq informed that the CDGK project on the illegally occupied land was at halt because of other projects that were going on in the area. He also said that Afridi is a professional criminal. On Haq’s previous demand to Afridi to abandon the illegally occupied land, Afridi had said, “I am very powerful man and I can purchase any officer that I require.”


The nazim demanded the government take action against criminals like Afridi. An FIR had not been registered till the filling of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 05/02/2008)

Wazir Mansion restoration set to suffer further delay
KARACHI, Feb 5: The restoration project of the Wazir Mansion, the Quaid-i-Azam’s birthplace in Kharadar, is set to be delayed further as the newly-posted project director has said that the PC-1 needs to be revised.

The federal archaeology department, which manages the Wazir Mansion that is also protected under the Antiquities Act, is implementing the six-year (2002-2008) evaluation, strengthening, preservation, rehabilitation, bringing back to its original form, presentation and upgrade project. The project was revised in February 2007.


When the plaster was being chiselled off from one of the galleries, a five- to seven-foot-long portion of the gallery fell down in June 2007. The sources said the department in its attempt to save the relevant officials planned a cover-up, and came up with a story that the galleries were to be demolished anyway so that new galleries, on the design of the original ones, could be built. And to support this theory the two galleries were completely torn down.


The sources said that the façade was one of the most important features of a building as it could be viewed from all sides. And while the PC 1-- the basic document of the project – gave details of various minor jobs to be carried inside the historic building, it did not mention that the galleries were also to be replaced. Even the PC 1 document revised as late as February 2007 carried two pictures of the Wazir Mansion – as it stood at that time and as it was to be made under the project – and both pictures had the same galleries. It proved that the galleries were not to be changed and the demolition had been carried out to protect the few people whose negligence led to the collapse of the portion of the gallery.

The sources said the prime minister also came to know of it through media reports and, because of the importance of the Wazir Mansion, at least twice directed the department to submit a report on the issue immediately. No report, the sources said, had been sent to the prime minister.


The sources said that at least one of the reports was prepared by an Islamabad-based deputy secretary of the department, who was sent here specially for the task from the capital, and his report had reportedly put the responsibility of the balcony collapse/demolition on some senior departmental officials, who, however, blocked the report’s despatch to the prime minister and had the deputy secretary transferred.


In the meantime, the department constituted a committee of experts for designing the galleries. A member of the committee and conservation architect, Yasmeen Lari, talking to Dawn earlier had said that since the galleries were not present when the committee was constituted, there was nothing to preserve. And since the galleries were to be freshly designed, it was a reconstruction project and it was no longer a restoration or conservation project. She had also appealed to the public that if they had any old pictures of the Wazir Mansion, they be provided to the committee so that the galleries could be designed accordingly.


The sources said that the work on the façade of Wazir Mansion had been stopped soon after the gallery collapsed and the rest of the two galleries were completely demolished in June 2007. However, some minor work inside the building was carried out.


Responding to Dawn queries, new project director Dr Mohammad Arif, who is also the Sindh-Balochistan chief of the department, said there was no mention of replacement of the galleries, a major work requiring huge funds, in the PC 1 of the project. So it would not be proper to carry it out under this PC 1.


He said that funds were available in the project but they were for other specific tasks and could not be transferred for the galleries at his level. So for this, the PC 1 needed to be revised at the ministry level to incorporate the required work and expenses. He said that he had also come across some other issues in the PC 1 and they would require a revision.


He also said that since the project engineer, Omar Qureshi, had also been transferred and Waheed Hashmi had taken his place, this might also slow down the implementation as the new team would take time to update itself on the issues. Mr Qureshi had relatively more technical knowledge than his successor, he added.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-15, 06/02/2008)

Commercialisation of mosque portion in DHA stayed

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has restrained the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and attorney of ex-military attachÈ of Saudi Arabia from raising any construction and creating any third party interest on a lawsuit against commercialisation of some portion of a mosque in DHA Phase-V.


Abdul Rasheed and 37 others submitted in the lawsuit that Hasan Al-Advi, who claims to be attorney of ex-military attachÈ of KSA Col Abdul Mohsin bin Abdul Aziz, wanted to sell the basement and ground portion of the mosque Abdul Aziz, situated at DHA phase-V, for commercial purposes and he may be restrained from doing so. 

The respondent, however, rejected the allegation of plaintiffs and prayed the court to allow him to rent a vacant portion of mosque.


The SHC’s single bench, adjourned the hearing till February 20 and in the meantime restrained the DHA and the other defendant from raising construction and creating third party interest till further orders.


SHC staff members promoted: Chief Justice of the Sindh High Court (SHC) Mohammad Afzal Soomro has upgraded the posts of the high court staff members.


Additional Registrar, Director Library and Research, Director IT, OSD (Maintenance and Services), who were working in BS-19, have been upgraded to BS-20.


Deputy Registrar, Private Secretary, Secretary to Chief Justice, Secretary Protocol-I,II, Officer on Special Duty, Administrative Officer (maintenance), Secretary Inspection Team, Special Assistant to MIT-II, System Analyst Deputy Project Director (AJP), Librarian were upgraded to BS-19.


While Private Secretary to Judges, Assistant Registrar, Readers, Programmer, Hardware Engineer, Accountant, Deputy Nazir (accounts) were upgraded to BS-18.


Data processing officer, personal assistant, senior translator and accounts officers were upgraded to BS-17.


The Chief Justice also allowed the benefit of selection grade (B-19) to the private secretaries to judges working in grade (B-18) and the same will continue to be admissible in accordance with the rules.

(The News-14, 07/02/2008)

Demo against ‘illegal’ sale of YMCA ground

Christian community on Wednesday held demonstration outside Karachi Press Club (KPC) against alleged illegal sale of ground of YMCA, urging authorities concerned to save the property of Christians from “land grabbers”.


Carrying banners inscribing “save YMCA, we urge govt to save YMCA from land mafia, repeal “false” FIR against the community leaders,” the protesters including women chanted slogans against alleged commercialization of the Christian community property.


Addressing the protesters priest Shafiq Kanwal, Ch. Patras, priest Sarfraz William, priest Irfan Dun and other office-bearers of newly created “Church Property Bachao Tehrik” said that the “ad hoc” secretary of YMCA allegedly illegally sold the YMCA ground to a “catering group” for 10-year period.

They said historically the ground was being used for educational, technical and sports activities. They said YMCA ground was only place for religious and other activities of Christian community in the city. They claimed that this “sale” was also violation of Presidential ordinance 2002, which prohibits sale or purchase of place reserved for collective activities of any minority community. They announced hunger strike outside KPC from Thursday (today).


Meanwhile, Ejaz Inayat Masih, national coordinator of the Tehrik urged the concerned authorities to save the communal properties of Christian community protected by Ordinance-V of 2002. He said that such properties are assets of the entire nation as “we have served the entire nation without discrimination of colour, caste and creed.”

He pointed out that, presently, the YMCA, Karachi, is under the control of the High Court of Sindh administered by a committee of three. He said despite this fact, the YMCA hall was “sold”.

(The News-14, 07/02/2008)

Korangi fire reduces timber market to ashes

A fierce Category-III fire broke out early Tuesday morning in a timber market in Korangi no.6, and gutted several shops, a furniture factory and a timber warehouse, as well as two vehicles, before the city fire brigade could control the blaze with the help of 17 fire tenders and two snorkels.

No one was hurt, however. Timber market merchants claim that they suffered heavy material losses. One of them estimated his loss at around eight million rupees and criticized the fire department for negligence and for reaching the site “very late.”


Chief Fire Officer Esteshamuddin said meanwhile, that although the fire was “huge” and spread rapidly due to the dry winds, fire tenders reached the spot “on time and their hard work of over two-and-a-half hours resulted in controlling the inferno.” 

“Some 17 fire tenders including one each from the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) took part in the fire control operation. We also used snorkels because the market where the fire broke out was in the middle of a densely populated area,” the chief fire officer said, adding however, that they’re still not sure what caused the fire or how much loss was incurred by the traders.

The fire also spread to a nearby motor mechanic’s workshop and two Suzuki vehicles (registration numbers CA-1384 and KB-1002) were also burnt down completely.


A trader, Muhammad Zahoor, whose furniture factory was gutted in the fire, said that he suffered a loss of around eight million rupees and all the raw material and machinery used in the woodwork was reduced to ashes before help arrived.

A watchman at the timber market told The News that the fire started at 6.00 a.m. and spread within no time. Initially, only one fire tender reached the spot. More were called in later, he said.


Nasimuddin, the owner of a warehouse, also claimed to have suffered a loss of millions of rupees.

The blaze caused immense panic among the residents of the area, and many of them vacated their homes and shops fearing that the fire may spread to the residential compounds. It was controlled in time, however, and the houses were spared.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 07/02/2008)

Rs55 billion disbursed for housing in quake-hit areas
ISLAMABAD, Feb 7: A review meeting of the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (Erra) was informed on Thursday that an amount of over Rs55 billion had been disbursed for the housing sector in the quake-hit areas.


The period of crisis was over and life had almost returned to normal across the entire 30,000 square kilometres of the affected areas, the meeting was told.


Updating the ambassadors and heads of the partner organisations on the progress, Erra chairman Altaf M. Saleem said the reconstruction process had reached a point where affected areas would be transformed into modern hubs of socio-economic activities in the region. He said that health, education, communications, water, sanitation and other facilities were functional, while facilities were being provided speedily under the vision of “Build Back Better”.


Erra’s deputy chairman Lt-Gen Nadeem Ahmed said that all the people (hundred per cent) now had a housing solution. He said the housing strategy largely helped in documentation of local economy, seismically-resistant construction culture, increased capacity-building through training programmes, improved standard of living -- from mud-houses to proper houses, increased community participation through village reconstruction committees.


The deputy chairman said that in rural housing sector, an amount of Rs 53.59 billion had been disbursed among over 576,000 people whose houses had been damaged. In urban housing, disbursement of Rs 2.06 billion to over 25,000 people had been made. He said that the livelihood programme had not only enabled to resolve any food security issue in the entire earthquake-affected area but also promoted optimum use of agricultural land, cultivation of value-added products, instead of conventional crops, and use of better seeds and fertiliser.

He said that Rs 5.346 billion had been disbursed among 268,000 families at the rate of Rs3,000 per month for six months and to most vulnerable families for one year.


In education sector, Lt-Gen Nadeem said that out of 5344 damaged units, 125 had been completed, 773 were under construction and 1110 were under tendering, while 2075 were under various stages of planning.


In health sector, out of 307 damaged facilities, 183 were being planned, 32 had been completed and 59 others were under construction. He said the road network was being improved as three national highways, 46 roads and 29 bridges were under construction at an estimated cost of Rs7.5 billion. He said that the construction of 175 kilometres of damaged highway was under way at a cost of nearly Rs6 billion this year.


According to the revised plan, over Rs29 billion has been envisaged to reconstruct 2,393 kilometres of roads.

About the water supply projects, the deputy chairman said that out of 4080 damaged schemes, 1128 had already been completed at a cost of Rs 0.385 billion, 717 schemes were under construction, 119 under tendering stage and 1316 under designing.


In the power sector, Rs 1.55 billion is being spent on infrastructure.


In telecom sector, infrastruture restoration and reconstruction were under way at a cost of Rs 630 million.


Rs 1.03 billion is being spent on a comprehensive environment recovery plan including debris removal, water shed management, agro-forestry, slope stabilisation and awareness creation among the masses.

He said a social protection programme had been launched which included compensation for the landless at a cost of Rs 3 billion, establishment of legal aid centres at a cost of Rs30 million and medical rehabilitation for the disabled at a cost of Rs742 million.

(Dawn-3, 08/02/2008)

Garments factory gutted

A Category-III fire erupted Friday morning in a garments factory in the Landhi Export Processing Zone (EPZ) and reduced everything in the three-storey building to ashes. This was the fourth Category-III fire here within 24 hours. Fire Brigade officials said that they received the information regarding eruption of fire at the Universal Garments Factory at around 09:30 a.m. Fire tenders from the entire city were dispatched to the site, but the blaze spread rapidly. Landhi Fire Brigade official Muhammad Qadeer said that around 12 hours later, fire-fighters were still grappling with the blaze. He said that fire tenders of DHA and Pakistan Steel also took part in the extinguishing operation. Five fire tenders were busy grappling with the blaze till the time this report was filed.

(The News-13, 09/02/2008)

Fire department facing shortage of staff, tenders


KARACHI: The increasing number of fire incidents in the city has once again brought the attention of everyone to the city government’s ill-equipped fire department. Not only doe sit face a shortage in staff, but it also lacks proper fire fighting equipment, Daily Times learnt Friday.


Sources in the city government told Daily Times that the fire brigade department had recently spent Rs 5.5 million to overhaul 10 of its fire tenders, out of a total fleet of 22. Two of them went out of order in their first round after repairs.


Presently, only half the fire stations scattered in different parts of the city are equipped with the proper number of staff and vehicles. Neither the head of the department nor the city nazim have taken any step to counter this situation. 

The four major fires in the last 48 hours have totally exhausted the firefighters who have been running from one end of the city to the other giving their duty. “This situation proves that the fire stations in Karachi are not fully equipped. It all comes down to the Central Fire Station, located on Chand Bibi Road behind Civil Hospital Karachi. It has to send fire tenders each time,” mentioned sources in the fire department.


The decision to set up more fires stations in the city, including under newly constructed bridges and flyovers, has yet to materialize, while the strength of the present fire stations is diminishing quickly. 


The condition of the fire department is apparent from the sight of a fire tender standing on the bricks outside the fire station located near Empress Market, Saddar. The fire station in Shah Faisal Colony, made from encroaching parts of Punjab Stadium, raises the same point. Not a single fire tender is present in this station to counter any complaints from the neighboring areas. 


The city nazim had repeatedly announced an upgrade to the CDGK fire brigade worth billions of rupees, but, the ground reality is that not a single new vehicle has been handed over to the department in the last six months - except for two snorkels, imported from Finland to tackle fire incidents in high-rise buildings, worth Rs 110 million. 

The company that sold these two snorkels also agreed to send two fire fighting experts to train at least 20 officials of the fire department. Only five officials were actually trained. 


Sources in the fire department mentioned that senior officials in the department create hurdles, preventing more officials from being trained because they fear their seniority in the department would be at risk. 


The department also has one old snorkel which is used more for “official purposes”. “Only the new snorkels have been used in most of the fire incidents. The old one is merely used as a model for the city government’s official photographer,” said the source.


Fire Brigade Department Chief Fire Officer Ehtishamuddin Siddiqui, while talking Daily Times, showed great concern over the increasing number of fire incidents and vowed that their cause would be unearthed soon. The Governor of Sindh has already constituted a committee for this purpose. 


Ehtishamuddin also stressed the need for preventive measures to be taken by industrial units to save millions of rupees worth of goods and property. “The city government is also taking measures to improve the overall condition of the department. Four to five new fire tenders will be procured soon,” he mentioned.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 09/02/2008)

Another fire blazes away at innards of Karachi
Scene IV: management negligence takes stage


KARACHI: The fourth major fire in the last 48 hours broke out Friday morning at a garment factory within the jurisdiction [image: image8.jpg]


of the Sukhan police station. Officials from the police and fire department suspect that the fire was caused by negligence from factory management.


There were three fires on Thursday, including one in a garment’s factory storehouse, which was completely destroyed.

The fire broke out at around 9:15 a.m. in the two-storey Universal Garments Factory building, located in the Export Processing Zone of Bhains Colony. There are approximately 150 factories situated in the area. The fire broke out just as the factory’s employees were coming in to work and continued to rage till 6:00 p.m.


Mohammad Taufiq Khan, an operator at the Landhi fire station, told Daily Times that a man named Inam called in and only said, “A fire has broken out in the garments factory next to Engro Mill.” 


Acting on the lead, Khan immediately dispatched three fire tenders to the spot but it became clear that more fire vehicles were needed, so he informed the fire department’s headquarters. 


Following this, 22 fire vehicles from the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Karachi Port Trust (KPT), Port Qasim and Defence Housing Authority (DHA) also rushed to the scene to participate in the firefight.

The fire broke out at the storehouse of the factory where wool and garments were kept. The cause of the fire had not been ascertained at the time this report was filed.


The huge quantity of chemicals present in the neighboring Engro mill was saved by the rescue teams and shifted to a safe place, said Chief Fire Officer Ehtisham-ul-Haq. 

Some employees were inside the factory when the fire broke out. “This happens because of negligence on the part of factories’ management,” claimed Haq. “The management does not take any safety measures,” he explained. 


Haq said that major fires are breaking out in the city, but, there is no criminal activity involved. Fires caused by short circuits, lit cigarettes or machine faults are caused because of negligence and are easily preventable. It is a waste of money, time and effort for the fire department and the administration, which are compelled to face many problems because of negligence on the part of factory owners.


A government inquiry committee has been formed to identify where the fault lies. The causes of all four fires have not been confirmed yet.


Fire breaks out in Urdu Bazaar: A fire broke out Friday morning in a shop at Qasim Center in Urdu Bazaar, within the jurisdiction of the Aram police post. 


The fire broke out at around 11:15 a.m. at Huma’s Stationery, shop number 64.The shop had plastic items which intensified the fire. A citizen informed the police via helpline Madadgaar 15 and the police then informed the fire department. 


Police and fire fighters reached got there immediately and started rescue work. The shop was closed and its owner, Imran, was not present when the fire broke out.

“There is some space between the shop and the building of an old school, the JMB, where garbage is thrown. The fire broke out there and engulfed Imran’s shop,” explained post in-charge Aurangzaib Khan. 


The fire department managed to control the fire after around two hours and did a good job in stopping the fire from spreading to other shops. The cause of the fire has not been ascertained yet, Khan added.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 09/02/2008)

Baghicha case reopened
KARACHI, Feb 9: The Sindh government has ordered the Enquiries & Anti-corruption Establishment (E&AE) to reinvestigate the case regarding the illegal allotment of 8.3 acres of the Gutter Baghicha amenity land to private factory owners by KMC officer Shafi Ansari and others.


Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman passed this order on Feb 4 on the representation made by chairman of Karachi NGOs Nisar Hussain Baloch, in which he drew the attention of the chief secretary towards ACE FIR No 51/2000 registered under Sections 420, 468, 471 and 34 of the PPC read with Section 5(2) of Act-II, 1947.

The order, sent to the chairman of the E&AE, directed him to reinvestigate the case and submit the report for perusal at the earliest.


In his representation to the chief secretary, Mr Baloch claimed that ACE Inspector Qazi Ashfaq had prepared a report contrary to the facts to misguide high officials to quash the FIR. Talking to Dawn, Mr Baloch said he had all documented proof to prove that the record was tampered to dish out the precious land of the Baghicha and how, through distortion of facts, the FIR was quashed.

(Dawn-17, 10/02/2008)

Land for social protection
PERVASIVE and persistent poverty stalks rural Pakistan. For the economic managers and their tutors, this is a problem of resource scarcity best resolved by aided and indebted economic growth through advisable market reforms. The pound of flesh remains a timeless allegory.


Z.A. Bhutto’s second, serious proposal for land reforms was scuttled by General Zia’s regime. The issue remained sidelined by all subsequent governments. Will Naudero and Raiwind reverse the trend? Does the deposed judiciary acknowledge justice as being inclusive of economic equity?


Optimistically, fair and free elections provide space for renewed discussions on agrarian reforms. Not just as an instrument of eradicating absolute poverty but in order to enable substantive democracy. If not now, when?

The poor are well informed about the cause of their precarious existence — extreme inequality in land ownership. In the last census, 90 per cent of those tilling the land were found to be landless. Among landowners, the bottom two-thirds own less than one-fifth of land since the top five per cent gobble up at least one-third. This is appallingly entrenched inequity — obscene if urban ‘growth’ was not producing even plumper vultures.


Social inequality includes state farms and regular land grants to collaborators as their reward for guiding democracy. A most scandalous scheme is one that seeks to turn 80,000 acres of coastal land into playgrounds for the rich. Surely, such enclosures will diminish and destroy the livelihood of tens of thousands of fisher folk.

When will Islamabad listen to the impoverished citizens? Gwadar aside, China’s support for the generals is curious as it comes from a country that produced Mao to embolden, excite and enrich the hordes outside the Wall.


What about corporate, highly mechanised agriculture that envisages huge farms operated by wage labour? That would be pauperisation, as Professor Jan Breman informed the Asian Development Bank and the Sindh government, especially in view of the indecent work and wages that remain the lot of urban labour.


This article poses some queries and responds with obvious suggestions. The aim is to support public action beyond the prescriptions of Washington’s neo-cons, disciples in Manila, and state and non-state actors in Pakistan, who eagerly wage wars on all fronts except against poverty and inequity. Can democracy have meaning without economic justice?

Inclusive citizenship demands secure freedom from poverty or any other discrimination. Several reasons, not least dignity, point to asset transfers over income transfers. The sceptical are invited to live by the safety nets of Islamabad.


Land reforms are a good instrument of enabling fundamental rights for the rural population. What is the minimum land required to escape income poverty? Is enough cultivable land available to provide such a minimum to all rural citizens? What complementary actions are required to ensure net yields? If land transfers fall short, then what?


One approach for minimum land rests on GDP from crops and livestock. At Rs15,000 per capita, land can provide much more than a conservative poverty threshold of say Rs10,000. As a social resource, enough land is available. The land poverty line (as GDP per acre) is around one-third acre per capita, in comparison to over one-half acre per capita available from over 20 million cultivated acres.


An alternative is to use the basis of the official income poverty line — income and price affordability for the intake of 2,000 calories per day per capita. What amount of land would assure this minimum?


As a very high-calorie item, wheat is a good yardstick. Average yield of over 1,000kg per acre suggests that the annual need for 200kg per capita could be met by around one-third acre per capita; a land threshold similar to the first estimate. If a second harvest is equally productive, then the threshold could be halved — aim for more landless or less land resumption.


Universal entitlement reverses gender discrimination. Similarly, even female children are assured of assets independently of their parents. This is no mean feat in the environment of South Asia’s patriarchy.

This proposal of land-for-income security assumes complementary public action for protecting real income through prices implicit in the expenditure poverty line. Protection against debt bondage calls for assured non-farm income to offset bad harvests (and co-variant downswings). There is an implicit cropping pattern and intensity in the land GDP concept. This is also ecologically sustainable. The latter is a heroic assumption, suggesting an upward revision of the land poverty threshold. At the very least, the state should not reduce productivity, illustrations of which are the devastating LBOD and the future RBOD to drain upland agriculture, as well as the Ghazi-Barotha hydropower project to feed power-hungry elites.


Agrarian reforms could begin with sharecroppers, whose poverty forces many into debt bondage (and worse). A minimum holding would be about two-third acres per capita if net earnings are equally shared. Since net shares get manipulated downwards, a precautionary threshold would be tenant farms of an acre per capita. The vast majority of tenant farms is smaller than 7.5 acres, supporting a family of seven or more. These would require either a higher income share for sharecroppers to escape poverty, or a larger farm. An exclusive plot for subsistence seems to be the best option to ensure food needs to offset riskier cash crops for the landlord.


Why not farming cooperatives? They can protect female entitlements, and realise the economies of scale. Hence, the land poverty threshold may be lowered. The effective constraint may lie in the limits to social cooperation.


Country averages hide much variation, requiring countervailing public action. Since distant dislocations create problems for migrants and host communities, land redistribution would be restricted, say to the same district. Whatever the land threshold, both low and high productivity needs to be taken into account.


District productivity indicates a very wide range — e.g. 200kg wheat per acre in rain-fed Karak, less than one-sixth of the yield in irrigated Ghotki. With restricted population transfers, land-deficit areas need supplementary support for raising yields, and for non-farm assets and income. Land-surplus areas could fund the privilege of excluding migrants.


The Sharia bench of the Supreme Court has ruled in favour of market price for the compulsory acquisition of land. Unchallenged, the government regularly ignores the ruling in mega projects. Will it do so for land reform ceilings? Can one consider interest-free, long-term bonds for land resumption?

Subsidies will be needed for those poor unable to afford land installments even over a generation. Perhaps large landowners could be given lifetime exemption from tax on agricultural income in lieu of the ‘free’ relinquishment of excess land.


Instead of sweeping land reforms, the government could begin with titling minimum land to the poor. At least a third of the rural population would require over 10 million acres to escape poverty. Targeting invites misallocations, and hence may be messy and ineffective as compared to universal entitlements.


Starting with state land and the largest landowners, land reforms would gain mass support to counter local hostility. But an appropriate land ceiling would probably be well under 25 acres, unless the (previously) landless are supported to substantially increase yields, or provided with non-land assets or secure employment.


West Bengal and Kerala are significant examples of slow, government actions versus quick people’s actions for land redistribution. Maoist areas in Nepal are another example. Why do policy thinkers echo the ADB view of Pakistan as West Asia, specially when more Muslims live in the east rather than the west?

(By A. Ercelan and Karamat Ali, Dawn-6, 10/02/2008)

12 shops gutted in Motandas
KARACHI, Feb 10: At least 12 shops were gutted and eight partially damaged when a fire broke out in Motandas Market in the small hours of Sunday.


The fire erupted at one of the 40 shops situated on the ground floor of the market reportedly due to an electric short circuit. To extinguish the fire a fire-fighting vehicle arrived at the spot but owing to the gravity of the situation more vehicles were called in immediately. The fire was put out after a three-hour operation carried out by 12 fire-tenders.

According to a fire brigade official, the fire-fighting operation was delayed by 45 minutes by the late arrival of Karachi Electric Supply Corporation staff. He said that during such operations it was necessary to severe power connections without which the situation could get worse. However, the fire-fighting operation was undertaken without KESC personnel, he said.


A fire-fighter, Anis, was injured during the operation when a piece of debris fell on his head. He was taken to the Civil [image: image9.jpg]KARACHI: Ambulances stand by as
fire-fighters make their way into
the Motandas Market to extinguish
the fire on Sunday.—Online




Hospital, where he was discharged after treatment.

The multiple incidents of fire during the last few days have forced the Sindh governor to constitute a fact-finding committee to ascertain the causes and to recommend steps to avert recurrence of such incidents.


On Feb 7, three huge fires broke out in a textile mill in Korangi, in a chemical factory in Landhi and in a towel factory in Site. Earlier, a fire had erupted in the Berger paint factory in Site, causing massive destruction.


Burnt alive

A baby was burnt alive when a fire broke out in a house in North Nazimabad in the limits of the Shahrah-i-Noorjehan police station on Sunday evening.


Police said fire broke out in a portion of a house in Block I, North Nazimabad. The baby’s mother, Ms Bina, said she had lit a candle when the power went off and went to offer prayers. The candle might have triggered the fire, she said, adding that when she saw the house going up in flames, she ran outside to safety with her two children. However, she added, she could not enter the burning house to rescue her two-year-old daughter.


Later, fire-tenders arrived and put out the fire. The baby was rushed to a nearby private hospital with serious burns but could not survive. Police, however, believed that the fire was caused by an iron which Ms Bina had forgotten to switch off after ironing clothes.

(Dawn-14, 11/02/2008)

Cattle Colony presents a sickening sight

A visit to the Landhi Cattle Colony (better known as Bhains Colony), the principal supplier of milk to Karachiites, leaves a bad taste in the mouth. With piles of manure adorning every other nook and corner of the place, the Cattle Colony stinks to high heavens on most days.


The sewerage system of the colony is almost non-existent. It is believed that the animal waste is dropped in the sea via those sewerage lines but actually, mostly the manure overflows and leaks from the pipes. 


The cattle pens that were scattered throughout the city were shifted to the Landhi Cattle Colony in 1958. The government provided 752 acres of land for accommodating milk-giving animals. At the time it had a capacity of 15,000 to 20,000 animals. However, with the passage of time the number of animals rose to 300,000. 


Ninety per cent of the animals are buffalos and the remaining are cows. Besides local animals, Australian cows are also being reared at a few cattle-pens. 


According to dairy farmers, each buffalo produces 10-12 kg of manure daily. Experts believe that this quantity of manure is sufficient enough to fulfill the fuel demands of one family, provided this is converted to biogas.

Sometime back, manure was being exported to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and some other Middle Eastern countries but due to unknown reasons, these countries stopped importing manure from Pakistan which they were using as fertilizer. A few residents, who chose to remain anonymous, alleged that drugs were smuggled out in shipments of natural fertilizer which is why most countries stop importing manure. 


According to dairy farmers each buffalo gives an average of eight liters of milk daily and eats fodder and other ingredients like, cotton-seed-cake, green gross, stale bread, that roughly costs Rs150. Then there are some expenses on account of the management of cattle. The farmers of the colony supply milk to retailers at Rs30 who sell it at to citizens at inflated prices.


There is a slaughter house as well in the colony which has the capacity of slaughtering 1,200 large animals and 4,500 to 5,500 small animals every day. All the slaughtering is done manually. When The News visited the slaughter house, dozens of animals were being slaughtered and there was complete blackout. It was Monday and no veterinary doctor was available on the spot. It was learnt that the slaughter house was being run by a contractor. The clerk of the contractor charged Rs50 of each animal.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-14, 11/02/2008)

Housing sector to attract $1.5 bn foreign investment: Nisar

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Housing and Works Nisar Muhammad Khan has said the housing sector would attract a huge foreign investment of 1.5 billion dollars to address the acute housing problems in the country. 

"For the first time in the history of the Ministry of Housing and Works, such a huge foreign investment will come to the housing sector in Pakistan," he said in an interview with the APP here.

The minister said a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in this regard would be signed very soon.

To a question about the non-implementation of the national housing policies prepared in 1992 and 2001, Nisar said the non-implementation complicated the housing situation in the country. He said he would soon meet President Pervez Musharraf and discuss the issue.


To a question about the launching of new housing sectors in the federal capital, Nisar said unfortunately, this should have been done as a top priority and up to the required level.


About the delay in the acquisition of land in Sector G-14, the minister said the sector was launched for the federal government employees by the Federal Government Employees Housing Foundation in 2003 to meet the growing demand of housing units. But after four years, the land had not been acquired as yet due to a tussle with the landowners, hindering the development work in Sector G-14/1,2 and 3. The acquisition of land has been delayed due to disputes regarding the built-up property in the area. 


Nisar hoped that after getting possession of the land, development work would be started this year. 

To a question about Sector F-12, the minister said unauthorised people had occupied the land there and the CDA had asked the ministry to get it vacated. He said a proposal had been put forward to reserve the Sector F-13 for the Federal Government Employees Housing Foundation, as there was no problem of encroachments in that area.


Nisar said the main hurdle to initiating new housing schemes was the scarcity of land, particularly in and around the urban centres. He said the land value continued to increase with unchecked tendencies of speculation, resulting in virtual non-availability of affordable land, especially for the low-income groups.


The Ministry of Housing and Works in its advisory committee meeting had asked the federal and provincial governments to purchase cheap land in the outskirts of cities for constructing low-cost housing.


The Pakistan Housing Authority (PHA), he said, had launched a scheme to construct 36,000 flats for the low-paid federal government employees in the federal capital and all the provincial headquarters.

Under a pilot project, 1,000 flats had already been constructed in Sector G-11 in Islamabad, while another 1,000 would be built there, for which the CDA had been asked to purchase land, he added.


Nisar said similar schemes were also being undertaken in all the four provincial metropolises to resolve the housing problem of the federal government employees.


To a question about the role of financial institutions in the housing sector, the minister said the shortage of finance continued to be a major constraint in the construction and maintenance of housing.


Nisar said the annual additional requirement of the country was estimated at around 570,000 housing units, whereas the actual annual production stood at around 300,000 housing units, resulting in a recurring backlog of 270,000 housing units annually. He said 500,000 housing units should be built per annum to meet the growing needs and to clear the backlog.

(The News-4, 11/02/2008)

NBP deviates from ‘Saibaan’ policy
ISLAMABAD, Feb 11: Ignoring its own policy and rules, the state-run National Bank of Pakistan has extended a Rs8.9 million loan to Chief Justice of Pakistan Abdul Hameed Dogar under the bank’s flagship ‘Saibaan’ Housing Finance scheme, it is learnt. The policy deviations were approved by the bank’s high-level Credit Committee on the grounds that the applicant “is working as Chief Justice of Pakistan”, NBP record shows.


The Rs8.9 million loan is repayable in 11 years at a mark up of 9.25 per cent rather than the standard Saibaan rate of 13 per cent. Mr Abdul Hameed Dogar took oath as chief justice of Pakistan on November 3, 2007, and he applied for the loan two days later i.e. November 5, according to the NBP’s record available with Dawn. His existing rate with Standard Chartered Bank was 9.64 per cent.


When contacted for comments, Abbas Zaidi, private secretary to the Chief Justice, said he knew about the case but obviously the Chief Justice could not talk to the media. He said only the registrar’s office was authorised to comment on the subject. Registrar of the Supreme Court Raja Lehrasib Khan took time for consultations and then responded later by saying the report was totally baseless and even the NBP had denied the report.


The Chief Justice had applied for the Saibaan loan under balance transfer facility amount of Rs8.9 million soon after taking oath as the country’s chief justice, although he had originally obtained the loan from Standard Chartered Bank in July last year. As such, the SCB loan stood transferred to the NBP.


All Saibaan loans attract about 13 per cent mark up but the loan to the chief justice was extended at an unusually low rate of 9.25 per cent. The bank’s credit committee has the powers to reduce mark up by one per cent for the home finance only on the basis of satisfactory repayment credit history of at least 12 months. “In the given case, applicant’s loan was disbursed in July 2007 as per offer letter issued by the SCB & applicant unable to arrange 12 months credit history from his previous bank. In this connection, one per cent discount on NBP mark up rate i.e. 13 per cent is not given to the applicant. Keeping in view Chief Justice of Pakistan request for discount in his existing mark up rate of 9.64 per cent of previous bank, a 0.39 per cent discount on his existing market rate i.e. from 9.64 per cent to 9.25 per cent is recommended for approval,” the NBP’s record suggest.The bank’s credit committee also noted another policy deviation. It said the “applicant to be age of 74 years & 8 months at the time of loan maturity as against the current policy of 60 years for salaried persons”.


Moreover, “as per present Saibaan Policy, rental income is not allowed. However, in the given case applicant has requested to club the rental income Rs110,000”. On the basis of these recommendations on November 20, the NBP’s head office issued the “approval cum sanction advice-Saiban” to the relevant branch on November 22.

The bank noted that the applicant’s service period is 7 years and 5 months which has been verified from September 07 salary slip. It said the applicant is working as chief justice of Pakistan effective from November 03, 2007, and his gross salary is Rs148,250 per month as per Supreme Court of Pakistan, Islamabad, letters of November 17. “Chief Justice of Pakistan is the owner of the property i.e. House No 11/11/1, street 30 at the Defence Housing Scheme Ext V, Karachi which is already mortgaged with SCB as per bank’s letter”.


NBP’s senior vice-president Zubair Mirza told Dawn that the loan had been disbursed to the chief justice who had already started repaying his instalments regularly. He defended the policy deviations by saying that 10,000 borrowers could not fit in one straight jacket and the bank had to be flexible in a competitive market. He said there was no reason for the NBP to decline loan to a client who had met the strict parameters of a much stronger foreign bank and in fact it was a great thing for the NBP to take away a valuable client from SCB.

He said the borrower (the chief justice) was entitled to have loan up to 80 per cent of his property’s value and he had not availed even half of that ceiling. Secondly, the borrower’s monthly salary is sufficient to cover monthly instalments of the loan while the third deviation of age limit is covered by post-retirement benefits of the chief justice whose property is pledged as registered mortgage. Therefore, the security of the bank’s money is more than sufficient and it had not provided any favour to the borrower. He said there was not something unusual about lower interest rates.


The Chief Justice of Pakistan will have to make monthly instalments of Rs107,684. The final repayment date is December 1, 2018, to be paid at NBP’s Hub Branch.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-3, 12/02/2008)

SHC orders transfer of school to ex-owner
KARACHI, Feb 15: The Sindh High Court directed the provincial government on Friday to transfer a nationalized school to its former private owner within three weeks.

The order was passed by a division bench comprising Justices Yasmin Abbasy and Ghulam Dastgir Shahani on a petition moved by the National Education Society, the owner of the school situated in Block 12 of the Federal ‘B’ Area before its nationalization in 1972, through Advocate S.M. Ishrat Ghazali.


The petitioner society submitted that educational institutions were denationalized and returned to their former owners under various executive orders. A comprehensive policy was announced in September 2001 to privatize the nationalized schools. While other owners got their institutions restored, the petitioner was discriminated against by the provincial education department.


The society approached the high court when the education department continued to stall the return of its school. A division bench found the petitioner’s case unexceptionable and, with the education department’s consent, ordered on November 25, 2005, that the school should be handed over to the society within a month.

The department continued to procrastinate in violation of the court and its own assurance and the petitioner moved a contempt application. The department alleged that the school was built over 3.5 acres, which were claimed by another individual.


The petitioner denied the allegation and said its title was clear and unencumbered and the respondent department was itself delaying privatization because of the landed property attached to the institution. The petition came up for hearing on Friday and the court ordered that the 2005 court order should be complied with within three weeks without fail.


Execution stay vacated

Another division bench consisting of Justices Mrs Qaiser Iqbal and Mahmood Alam Rizvi vacated its stay order against the execution of murder convict Javed Malik. The convict was tried for killing Amir Kakar, son of Jamhoori Watan Party vice-president Ashraf Kakar, in July 1997 and was sentenced to death by an anti-terrorism court. He challenged his conviction and sentence in the Sindh High Court and the Supreme Court but his appeals were dismissed. His mercy petition was also rejected by President Pervez Musharraf.


The trial court issued the black warrant for his execution on February 12 but a lawyer, Javed Iqbal Burq, filed an urgent review petition claiming that the convict had been pardoned by the complainant father of the victim and other legal heirs. The division bench stayed the execution and issued notices to the provincial government and the complainant under the law of qisas and diyet.


The complainant’s counsel, Advocate Iftikhar Qazi, and Additional Advocate-General Fareed A. Dayo denied any compromise between the convict and the victim’s heirs and the bench summoned Advocate Burq.

As the case came up for hearing on Friday, the bench admonished the advocate for obtaining a stay order by making a false statement and vacated its stay to allow the law to take its course.


Bail granted

The bench, meanwhile, granted bail to a former deputy collector of customs Kaukab Sabihuddin Ahmed, who is facing trial for possessing assets disproportionate to known sources of his income. He is accused by the National Accountability Bureau of depositing Rs4.5 million in a bank account opened in his wife’s name. The accused resigned from service in 2004. Representing the accused, Advocate Amer Raza Naqvi argued that there was no evidence of corruption against him or that the money in his wife’s bank account really belonged to him.

The bench ordered the accused to execute a personal bond in the sum of Rs 100,000 and deposit Rs 4.5 million with the bank wherein his wife operated her account as security to win his release on bail.


Justice Khwaja Naveed Ahmed admitted an accused allegedly found in possession of 850 kilograms of charas in the sum of Rs200,000. Anti-Narcotics Force counsel Ashfaq Hussain Rizvi submitted that charas was recovered from a Gulistan-i-Jauhar apartment exclusively owned by the accused, Mohammad Hasil, on information obtained from his co-accused. The recovery was duly witnessed and recorded. There was no personal enmity and the case fell within the prohibitory clause of the Control of Narcotic Substances Act. The role assigned to the applicant was more serious than the one ascribed to co-accused. Prosecution was not to blame for delay in trial.

Advocate Iqtidar Ali Hashmi argued on behalf of the accused that the case had been pending for three years and all the accused except Hasil had been freed on bail. It would be unjust and against the principle of consistency if Hasil remained behind bars for an indefinite period. The evidence against the accused was flawed and there was no likelihood of his absconding from the trial, the counsel said.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 16/02/2008)

New housing policy for SC judges

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Muhammadmian Soomro has approved a new policy under which the Supreme Court judges, who have two years experience, would be allotted a residential plot in Islamabad.

This policy is in line with the policy formulated by the government of PM Shaukat Aziz for retiring and retired federal secretaries.


Under the new policy, the government has allotted residential plots to five top judges of the Supreme Court, including Chief Justice Abdul Hameed Dogar, in D-12 Sector of Islamabad, both the Ministry of Housing and the Capital Development Authority (CDA) confirmed to The News on Saturday.

The allotment has been made to those judges of the Supreme Court who were members of the pre-Nov 3 Supreme Court but took fresh oath under the PCO.


Besides Chief Justice Abdul Hameed Dogar, the beneficiaries of this fresh allotment made within the last fortnight include Justice Muhammad Nawaz Abbasi, Justice Faqir Muhammad Khokhar, Justice M Javed Buttar and Justice Saiyed Saeed Ashhad.


Federal Secretary Housing, Rauf Chaudhry, when contacted said the policy for the judges was recently made similar to the policy for the federal secretaries, who were allotted additional plots in Islamabad by the Federal Government Employees Housing Foundation.


The Capital Development Authority Chairman Kamran Lashari when contacted also acknowledged that the CDA had received the approval of the competent authority regarding the allotment of plots to some judges of the Supreme Court, but he clarified that the allotment was made by the Federal Government Housing Foundation.


One of his subordinates confirmed to this correspondent that the top-most five judges of the Supreme Court had received the plots. Supreme Court Registrar Raja Lehrasab Khan when approached said he did not know anything about this issue. “I can tell you under oath that I have no such information.” It is relevant to mention here that the pre-Nov 3 Supreme Court had taken suo moto notice of the policy of allotting extra residential plots to federal secretaries.


A four-member bench of the pre-Nov 3 Supreme Court, comprising Justice Javed Iqbal, Justice Faqir Muhammad Khokar, Justice Shakirullah Jan and Justice Javed Buttar, was hearing the suo-moto case regarding the allotment of plots to the federal government bureaucrats when it was disbanded under the PCO.


According to press reports, Justice Javed Iqbal, in his remarks, had said during the hearing of the case that the government was giving plots to bureaucrats at negligible prices. He had added that the Supreme Court would not allow the allotment of plots in this way. He had also questioned who had given unlimited powers to the Capital Development Authority to allot plots to their favourites at low prices.


After Nov 3, a two-member bench of the Supreme Court, comprising Justice Nawaz Abbasi and Justice Chaudhry Ejaz Yousuf, on December 27, 2007, again heard the case and disposed it of.

According to an APP report, Justice Nawaz Abbasi had remarked that they (the secretaries) were government servants and they had been facilitated by the government within the laws. “He had questioned the logic behind bringing the case to the apex court,” the APP reported.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 17/02/2008)

Move to occupy two amenity plots in Gulshan
KARACHI, Feb 19: Vested interests are eyeing two amenity plots measuring 4,000 and 2,000 square yards in a locality, KDA Overseas Pakistanis Bungalows, in Gulistan-i-Jauhar Block-16.

The two plots Z-12 and Z-6 were originally allotted more than 20 years ago for setting up a swimming pool and a children welfare centre or a pre-primary school, respectively, exclusively for the area residents.

However, both the amenity plots remained unutilised for more than 20 years. But now certain elements are striving hard to get the status of both the plots changed from amenity to commercial.

A boundary wall has already been erected around Plot No Z-12 (reserved for a swimming pool) while construction of a commercial school on the other plot (Z-6) is under way.


It would be instructive to mention here that the status of an amenity plot cannot be changed under any circumstances and under any law. The president of the KDA Overseas Pakistanis’ Bungalows Residents’ Welfare Association (OPBRWA), Dr Ahmed Ali, told Dawn that certain elements were struggling hard to get the status of Plot No Z-12 changed. While the other plot (Z-6), which the defunct KDA had allotted to an education society some 15 years ago for the establishment of a children welfare centre or pre-primary school had been reportedly handed over to the owner of a girls’ school in Gulistan-i-Jauhar Block-15, who was planning to establish a commercial school, he said.


Dr Ali recalled that about four years ago, Bahria Foundation had also shown interest in the establishment of a college on the plot in question. He said that the foundation had sought a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the residents’ welfare association to undertake a survey for its plan. However, due to a stiff opposition from the area people the foundation’s plans failed to get materialized.

However, the education society’s act of handing over the possession of the plot to an individual for setting up a commercial school not only amounted to a sheer violation of the rules and regulations pertaining to an amenity plot but would also cause a colossal loss to the national exchequer as the society had got this plot allotted at nominal rates whereas its current open market value must be over Rs100 million, he said.


Dr Ali said that the recently held general body meeting of the OPBRWA had already unanimously resolved to approach the Gulshan Town nazim, the city government’s master plan group of offices, the KBCA and the cantonment board concerned with a request to help stop the construction of the commercial school on the said plot and to decide the matter in the interest of the residents and if the matter remained unresolved, the OPBRWA would be left with no choice but to take up the case in a court of law.

(Dawn-18, 20/02/2008)

Housing for low income group
With a regulatory regime for managing the Real Estate Investment Trusts (REIT) in place, the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) is now ready to receive applications for issuing licences to interested parties for setting up REITs.


This has raised hopes in some quarters that the national housing scenario will undergo a significant change However, this view misses some important specifics of real estate and housing businesses. In these two closely linked segments, the stakeholders work for cross purposes and the two need to be treated separately.

The stakeholders comprise real estate developers (realtors), investors, agents, buyers, sellers, service providers, banks and financial institutions and regulators. A well-performing real estate mechanism is gauged by the periodic rise in the volume of trading, transparency, enforcement of essential principles of equity, rational profits to investors and a general trust among the participants.


The realtors face many challenges: choice of sites free from encumbrances, compliance of building/zoning regulations, prudent financial governance, keeping stakeholders satisfied and seeking profit-making opportunities. They focus on the financially strong clientele to expand the capital base and are not necessarily concerned about the social advantages of their ventures.


The real estate remains confined largely to upper and upper-middle income beneficiaries. The realtors produce numbers that are profitably viable but do not draw feasibility of projects from overall housing requirements.

In any welfare society, the state takes upon itself to provide housing – or at least the means for it – to its citizens. In the hybrid states of contemporary times, such workable options are created whereby citizens are able to access housing without fail. The variables of profit and market pricing do not surface in this pursuit. The provision of housing becomes one of the most essential functions of the state in transitional societies with massive socio-political dislocations.


Pakistan makes a crucial case study. Migration, natural population rise, demographic changes and depleting housing stock constitute the foremost reasons for the lingering housing backlog. The speculative trading in essential assets has constrained the provision of housing to all in a significant way. Land has become a tradable commodity. It used to be a social asset in the yester years. Thus the common people with low incomes and savings find it impossible to access housing.


The state institutions have not been able to generate worthwhile options for common people. A salaried person with a regular monthly income of Rs12000 and a household of six to support cannot dream of owning or even renting a decent house. He is forced to live in marginal conditions. The scene in the rural context is worse. With the swift depletion of shamlath (communal) lands, rural housing problem has worsened..


Mechanised farming has dislodged many peasants/tenants from agricultural lands. Continuing political upheavals and factional fighting has contributed to dislocation of millions of people to alternate locations which cannot accommodate the displaced. Housing is coupled with many associated social variables. The enabling environment for gainful employment, social and ethnic fusion and supporting state policies are some vital requirements to help common people acquire housing. In the present equation, the real estate and housing for common people do not have any underlying link. They can be brought closer for mutual objectives.

The realtors may be encouraged to develop programmes for the ordinary folks. State policies can gear support to such ventures where beneficiaries are the lower economic strata of the society. Financial packages may be devised in a manner where the access to housing credit becomes easy. These are tried and tested ideas. Social housing corporations, employer cooperatives and housing associations in urban areas are few instruments that have been effective across the globe. Pakistan can enormously benefit from the knowledge obtained from pilot projects demonstrated in many contexts.

(By Noman Ahmed, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-VI, 25/02/2008)

Incompetence, corruption haunt Sabzi Mandi
KARACHI, Feb 24: Rising crime and the lack of basic amenities are the two prime issues hampering businesses at the new Sabzi Mandi, located off the Super Highway.

Having been forced to operate in pathetic conditions for years, traders are demanding the provision of the basic facilities promised to them seven years ago, when the market was shifted here from the middle of the city in 2001.

They also accuse officials of the market committee of misappropriating millions of rupees under the pretext of market fees. Considered amongst the largest vegetable and fruit markets in the country, the 96-acre Mandi has no water, sewerage or road infrastructure.


The entire area, comprising some 5,000 concrete sheds where an estimated 10-12,000 people work, is littered with garbage.
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The pace at which the Mandi operates can be gauged from the fact that the working day begins at midnight and hectic trading carries on well into the morning, as consignments arrive from all over the country. According to a trader, Mohammed Aslam, around a thousand trucks loaded with produce arrive every day.


Depending on the season, the main suppliers are markets in the interior of Sindh and the Punjab. “However, potatoes come mainly from the Punjab, onions from Sindh, apples, grapes, pomegranates, watermelons, cherries and peaches from Balochistan while the bulk of the oranges come from Sargodha, Multan, Vehari, Arifwala and Burewala,” he told Dawn.


“Despite the volume of trade and the extent to which the city relies on the mandi, the government has done absolutely nothing to improve our working conditions,” complained a group of traders. “Even after seven years, there are no sewerage or drainage systems. We have to buy water at exorbitant rates from tankers and suffer huge losses during the monsoons.


No proper storage facilities exist and we incur losses not just because of such infrastructural issues, but also because we lose buyers — only a few come, hoping to take advantage of our predicament and extract the maximum benefit from us,” they explained.


Rising crime 

In recent months, rising levels of theft have also emerged as a major threat to business at the mandi. “Even retailers are being looted now,” the traders told Dawn. “We hear of a daylight robbery almost every day, even though there is a police picket in the market. People are scared and some went to the extent of hiring private security guards after a trader was shot dead upon resisting theft some months ago.”


Some of the mandi’s traders believe that the set-up of political offices in the market a few years ago has led to the deteriorating law and order situation since the members of some political parties provide refuge to criminal elements. “The situation has worsened to the extent that gun-toting political parties’ workers extort money from traders and drivers, and the police are reluctant to register FIRs,” the businessmen informed Dawn.

“What’s more, we were duped by the officials who told us that this new market would be an alternate to Gulshan’s mandi,” they complained. “It was just a big lie; we are forced to pay for even the most basic of utilities.”


The Sabzi Mandi lacks facilities to meet any emergency situation. “There is no clinic or fire station here, and it is difficult to lodge an FIR immediately after an incident since the nearest police station is quite far away,” they told Dawn, referring to an occasion when a scuffle between a pushcart owner and a trader led to the torching of a restaurant a few years ago. “We eventually managed to douse the flames but by that time, nearby shops had been damaged,” they said.

“Traders were shifted to this location at gun-point since they wanted to retain the old Gulshan venue for the retailers’ market,” said Haji Mohammed Shahjehan, president of the Falahi Anjuman Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market. “Our case is still pending in the courts. In no way is this market an alternate to the old one, as the authorities promised. We were forced to pay comparatively more money in terms of land prices and utilities that are yet to be provided.”


Haji Shahjehan told Dawn that though traders had paid between Rs23,000 and Rs75,000 for electricity meters in 2001, these were yet to be installed. “Today, traders are charged between Rs500 and Rs5,000 – depending on the size of their shed – for electricity,” he pointed out. “Vehicles are charged an entry fee from Rs5 to Rs25, while heavy carriers pay between Rs15 and Rs20 as market fees but not a single penny of this revenue has been spent on the market’s infrastructure.”


He pointed out that according to the market committee act enforced in all markets in the country, money generated through such fees should be spent on traders’ welfare. “But as is evident, this rule is not implemented here,” he complained, adding that the entry fee demanded of each vehicle is in fact illegal since it is not mentioned in the act. According to Haji Shahjehan, between 20,000 and 30,000 vehicles visit the mandi from the city every day, and make purchases.


Fake allotments and land scams 

The traders with whom Dawn spoke also raised the issue of delays in the leasing process despite allotment, apparently because of a conflict between the now-defunct KDA and the Malir Development Authority. As a result, they complained, they are unable to apply for development loans while the administration had minted millions in the name of allotment in recent years. They added that cases in this regard were pending in various courts.


According to newspaper reports, the labour courts are currently hearing one such case in which market committee officials are accused of land scams involving millions of rupees.


The people charged in the case, which involves the administrator and secretary of the market committee as well as the director-general of the Sindh government’s Agriculture Extension, are accused of having converted into shops 164 amenity plots that had been reserved in the master plan for a fire station, a weighbridge, a service station and lavatories.

The traders Dawn spoke said that not just amenity plots but every bit of open space was up for grabs, claiming the involvement of powerful mafias operating in connivance with officials of the market committee.

The various issues raised by the traders were conceded by the recently-appointed administrator of the mandi, Anwar Ali Gopang, who also confirmed that between 300 and 400 cases, mainly related to fake allotments, were in the courts. He dismissed concerns about the security situation, however, claiming that “things had started to improve.”

“Yes, the law and order situation was bad some months ago but this is no longer the case,” he said. “The number of police personnel was increased and there have hardly been any robberies in recent weeks. The police force was given space in the market committee offices, where FIRs can be lodged.”


Mr Gopang claimed that the installation of electricity meters has been initiated and that a water tank would become functional within a few days. He added that drains were also being cleaned and after taking traders into its confidence, the market committee would register the workers.

Refuting the allegation that market committee officials continue to be involved in irregularities, he said that he had scheduled a meeting with top Rangers’ officials next week to discuss the removal of encroachments.

(By Faiza Ilyas, Dawn-13, 25/02/2008)

Waziristan refugees face uncertain future in city
KARACHI, Feb 25: Hasan Ali, one of the hundreds of people fleeing strife-torn Waziristan and pouring into Karachi, cannot help but feel a strong sense of irony.
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A transporter by profession, back in the early 1980s he used to ask Afghan refugees struggling to rebuild their lives in a shanty town along the Super Highway what it was like to have to flee their homeland. Now he knows, for the same fate has befallen him.


Along with his wife and seven children, the 47-year-old bid his hometown a final farewell three months ago and undertook the voyage to Shireen Jinnah Colony in Karachi. They had little choice in the matter: their chances for survival looked increasingly bleak in Waziristan, given the ruins left behind by the war between shadowy militants and the Pakistan Army.


“It was a difficult decision but there was no other option,” Ali told Dawn. “Now, my family has to start from scratch here. We will have to struggle on many fronts, whether it is education for my children or setting up social ties and facing economic issues. We are facing a great many challenges.”


Like Ali, dozens of South Waziristan families have been forced to flee to other, relatively safer parts of the country, including Karachi. They consider the challenges that lie ahead the price they must pay for protecting their lives.


The metropolis is no stranger to the influx of persons displaced by war or strife: after all, thousands of Pushto-speaking refugees poured into the city in the aftermath of the 1979 Afghan war. This time, however, it is the so-called war against terror and Pakistani ammunition that is forcing the people in tribal areas along the Pak-Afghan border to abandon their homes and take their chances in the country’s melting pot.


As a result, Pushtoon-dominated areas of the city such as Shireen Jinnah Colony and Sohrab Goth are hosting a growing number of displaced families who left their homes under a cloud of fear in the wake of the Pakistan Army’s fresh assault against allegedly ‘foreign’ militants in South Waziristan – a conflict that triggered a war in what was once a peaceful part of the country. The armed operation brought with it ‘collateral damage’, civilian deaths and eventually convinced hundreds of thousands of people to flee. And for many shattered and battle-scarred families, the urban jungle of Karachi provided the most likely haven in terms of both community support and employment opportunities.


‘Army not responsible for resettlement’

There is no official estimate on the number of people continuing to flee Waziristan, where they are going and how these influxes will affect the areas where they ultimately settle.


The director-general of Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Major-General Athar Abbas, told Dawn that “No exact numbers are available as such about how many people have left from Waziristan and where they have moved to. We have assured safe evacuation for families leaving the area and have arranged temporary camps in Tank, Wana and Miramshah.” However, he added, “the resettlement of these people is the responsibility of the political administration, not the army.”


While the guns have recently fallen silent from both sides after a deal between the government and the militants, most of the fleeing tribesmen fear that the peace will be short-lived. The number of people displaced from South Waziristan entering Karachi has declined in recent days but the influx has not stopped.

And, the major challenges still lie ahead.


Bound together by fear

“Some of the families are relatively well-off and have rented out homes in the first phase of resettlement,” said a real estate agent in Sohrab Goth who helped newly-arrived refugees find shelter. “The people belong to various different tribes, including the Mir Ali, Mehsood and Drawar tribes. The one thing they have in common, the experience that binds them together, is fear.”


The real estate agent told Dawn that many of the refugees could not speak Urdu and the majority were dependent on their family connections in the city since employment is the biggest problem facing them.

In Keamari on Massan Road, Azam Shah managed to meet this challenge by establishing a puncture shop. But the next hurdle is no less difficult yet completely different. “We are viewed with suspicion since we are from the tribal areas,” he said bitterly. “The police have subjected me to questioning several times and in Sohrab Goth, one of my cousins was forced to pay a bribe to protect himself from being grilled off and on.”


Alienated amongst their own people and marked out by the law enforcement agencies, Shah’s family nevertheless clings to the conviction that Karachi is their city too. As Pakistanis, their sense of ownership stems from and establishes the country as a one-unit federation. Yet the arrival in southern Pakistan of uncounted numbers of families displaced from South Waziristan has raised concerns about their ability to re-settle in a purely urban set-up that already faces a hug influx of jobseekers from other parts of the country.


“The re-settlement of people after a civil disturbance of some sort always brings about a negative impact on infrastructure and puts increased pressure on available services,” pointed out political economist Kaiser Bengali, who works with the Collective for Social Science Research. “Some issues always remain unresolved when people from the isolated mountains, who have not accepted urbanisation as such, face social and economic changes whilst re-settling in the cities.”


Bengali’s assessment is borne out by Azam Shah’s sentiments: although he plans to take up permanent residence in Karachi, he is firm on the intention to celebrate every Eid in his hometown. “For the first time after I migrated to Karachi a few months ago, I visited my home recently on Baqra Eid,” he said. “I hope to be able to continue this practice in the years to come; it helps keep you refreshed and your originality alive.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 26/02/2008)

More refugees in Karachi

SINCE Karachi has for decades played host to thousands of displaced persons and job-seekers, both from within and outside the country, it would be churlish to make the hundreds of Waziristan refugees pouring into the city feel unwelcome. As fellow Pakistanis, they have every right to seek the same socio-economic opportunities (commensurate with their skills and education) available to other Karachi residents. One hopes that the vulnerability of the newcomers as internal refugees is not exploited. It would be equally appalling if the police showed themselves to be predisposed to discriminating against them on account of their tribal connections. Already, some refugees are complaining of being viewed with suspicion and subjected to harassment by police officials. If they have migrated to the city, it is on account of the force of circumstances beyond their control. It would be a shame if government agencies here contributed further to their distress.


In fact, it should be the city government’s responsibility —NGOs can be of assistance too — to help them recover from the culture shock they face and facilitate their adjustment to their new situation. The refugees would have to share limited space and resources — amicably — with others and the already run-down civic infrastructure of Karachi will come under further strain. The Waziristan refugees would, however, enjoy certain advantages, such as proper health facilities, unavailable to them in their remote towns and villages. Also better access to quality education and interaction with people from diverse backgrounds can change their insular outlooks and expose their women to a degree of freedom unknown to them in their land of birth. When peace returns to Waziristan, it is unlikely that many would want to go back, unless, of course, the government delivers on its promises of development and socio-economic opportunities in the tribal areas — which it must if it wants to pacify the border regions and facilitate the return of the refugees.

(Dawn-7, 28/02/2008)

SHC ruling on co-operative housing societies

Plot purchasers get membership rights
KARACHI, Feb 27: Owners and purchasers of plots in a co-operative housing society are entitled to full membership of the society with all concomitant rights, including the right to vote, a division bench of the Sindh High Court held on Wednesday.


Setting aside an order passed by the provincial co-operatives minister in September 2005, the bench, which consisted of Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Farrukh Zia Shaikh, observed that Section 17-B of the Co-operative Societies overrode the rules framed under it and the bylaws of individual societies. A person acquiring property from a past member also acquires membership irrespective of any restriction imposed by bylaws.


According to the provision, a member of the cooperative housing society or a society dealing in housing development shall cease to be a member of the society in case all his interests in its immovable property are transferred in favour of any other person by sale, inheritance, gift or otherwise, and the person acquiring such interests shall, subject to rules, be admitted as a member.


The question was agitated by some owners of plots in Bahadur Yar Jang Co-operative Housing Society, Karachi. The society’s bylaws initially allowed full membership only to Muslim migrants from Hyderabad Deccan. Full membership rights were later conferred on their legal heirs residing in the society. The membership dwindled as more and more original members and their descendants sold their plots and houses. According to the petitioners’ counsel, Aamir Aziz Khan, only 182 out of around 651 existing members of the society are of Hyderabad Deccan descent but they have no right to vote or participate in the management of the society.


Allowing the petition, the bench observed that Section 17-B was inserted to meet the changing requirements, protect the societies from extinction owing to the expiry or absence of original members or their heirs and facilitate their smooth working. The number of original members may shrink to less than 30, the minimum required to sustain a co-op society. The very concept of co-operation requires equal rights. How will two non-member plot owners resolve their dispute through arbitration? The society itself can face the same situation when dealing with a non-member plot owner. The intention of the sponsors or original members of a society may remain sacrosanct only if they sell their plots to persons fulfilling the membership criterion. But if they sell their properties indiscriminately to the highest bidder, the original character of the society must undergo a change in accordance with the amended Societies Act.

Allotment policy

The Sindh High Court dismissed on Wednesday four petitions moved by three health officials and a college teacher against eviction from official accommodation at Bath Island, Clifton.


Dr Sharaf Ali Shah, senior registrar at the Civil Hospital; Dr M. Talib Shaikh, eye specialist at the Sindh Services Hospital; Dr Malika Khalid Jafri, town health officer, Jamshed Town; and Dr Rubina Jamshed, associate professor, Government College for Women, submitted that they had been in peaceful possession of their official residences for years but the Sindh services and general administration department issued them eviction notices in November 2006 for no rhyme or reason. They were said to have been allotted the official accommodation in violation of a policy drawn up in 1999. They submitted through Advocate M. Ilyas Khan that the policy could not be given retrospective effect so as to eject them.


Contesting the petitions on behalf of the provincial government, Additional Advocate-General M. Ahmed Pirzada stated that the petitioners were served several notices even before the impugned order. According to the allotment letters issued to them in 1986, their stay was subject to any change in the rules and regulations. They had agreed to all the terms and conditions, including the government’s authority to seek eviction.


The AAG said a comprehensive policy was formulated in 1999 to supersede all previous rules. Under the new policy, only government servants working in the Sindh civil secretariat, Karachi, were eligible for official accommodation in the city, subject to availability. The provincial government has no legal obligation to provide residential accommodation to any government servant and no government servant has any legal right to claim official residence. Provincial government secretaries and members of the revenue board were to be given priority in allotment of accommodation at GOR-I, Bath Island, while the Bath Island flats were meant for deputy secretaries and other civil servants working at the secretariat.Dismissing the petitions, a division bench consisting of Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Farrukh Zia Shaikh directed the government and its services and general administration department to enforce the allotment policy uniformly without any discrimination. Action should be taken against other unauthorized residents, if any.


Milk price

The Sindh High Court gave the city district government another 15 days on Wednesday to work out retail price for milk in consultation with all the stakeholders.


The milk sellers had initially challenged the CDGK-fixed price of Rs28 per litre last year. They submitted through Advocate Naeemur Rehman that the price was too low to meet the cost of production, least of all fetch them any profit. They also challenged the CDGK’s authority to fix a price and enforce it with coercive measures. After the parties’ failure to agree on a price, the court fixed the interim retail price of Rs32 per litre. The CDGK took measures to ensure that the retailers adhered to the court-fixed price and the petitioners again complained of harassment.


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed said the price was fixed and was being enforced in the public interest. Prices would shoot up if no curbs were placed on overcharging. The CDGK had no reason to harass traders and wanted only to protect the supply of an essential commodity at a reasonable rate.

The bench asked the parties to reach a consensus within 15 days and adjourned further hearing to March 13.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 28/02/2008)

Hindus go to court to get gymkhana back


KARACHI: A Hindu religious welfare organization has taken the National Academy of Performing Arts (NAPA) and the government to court in a bid to get back the Hindu Gymkhana heritage site which they claim has belonged to the Hindus of Karachi since before Partition.
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The petition was filed by Ratneshwari Maha Dev Welfare Sewa Madly and was taken up Wednesday by a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) that issued notices to NAPA, the Sindh Cultural Heritage Department and others.


The welfare association maintains that the Hindu Gymkhana was the property of the Hindus of Karachi since pre-Partition days and the site was protected under the Sindh Cultural Heritage Preservation Act. The petitioner stated that the property was illegally taken by NAPA even though there were a number of other suitable places. Also, there is no other place available for the social and cultural activities of this minority community.


The petitioner also maintained that the property could not be used for any other purpose. It was also alleged that out of the 38,626 square yards of the Hindu Gymkhana, 27,346 sq yards have been encroached upon by the police department, 6,700 sq yards by the Federal Public Service Commission, 4,164 sq yards by the Aligarh Muslim University Old Boys Association and 416 sq yards by one Abdul Majeed.


It was also alleged that some parts of the heritage site were demolished, modified beyond recognition or damaged, in gross violation of the Heritage Act. The court was prayed to direct the respondents to hand over control and management of the Hindu Gymkhana to the association for the promotion of cultural and religious activities of the Hindu community of Karachi, the biggest minority in the metropolis.


The bench issued pre-admission notices to the respondents for a date which will be fixed later by the court.

(By AR Qureshi, DailyTimes-B1, 28/02/2008)

MARCH

Forum debates viability of modern urban planning

Foreign architects talked about the trends of the profession in their respective countries during a three-day forum, “Our Cities, Our Future.” The forum has been organised by the Institute of Architects, Pakistan (IAP), Karachi Chapter, and begun at the Expo Centre on Saturday. The event has been arranged on the occasion of IAP’S fourth exhibition of home and building products.


Architects from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and India were the main speakers on the first day of the forum alongn with architect Pervaiz Vandal from Lahore.


Bangladeshi architect Nahas Ahmed Khalid believes that nature must have its share in the architecture of a place. He said that, where he comes from, nature cannot be ignored because the climate there easily affords living with nature.


Khalid, the Vice-President of the Institute of Architects, Bangladesh, and the Principal Architect of his firm, ‘Arc Architectural Consultants,’ highlighted, through his presentation, the architectural context he works on. “The basic context of the architectural trends in Bangladesh is the connection of the interior of a building with the outside world,” he shared with the audience.


A structure must provide emotional nourishment as well as space for transition to its inhabitants, he stressed.

Although he said that the increasing density in the urban areas of Bangladesh made it difficult to follow this trend any more, he was, all the same, hopeful that more diluted solutions can address the issue.


The Bangladeshi architect has encouraged the idea of the forum saying: “We have a common socio-cultural background and we understand each other better as compared to the western world, so it is necessary to interact with each other well before staging in front of that side of the world.”


Another young architect from Sri Lanka, Sunil Gunawerdena, believes that the built environment has a great influence on human behaviour. “Good architecture should protect the identities and family characteristics. Moreover, it must provide a way for a culture to thrive,” he said. “The use of natural landscape to the maximum,” as well as, “the maximum feeling of space in a limited area,” is his philosophy of architecture.


Sunil also highlighted the importance of landscape in architecture through his presentation. He believes that Asians have a great history and heritage that should be cherished and protected, “but at present, it has all been destroyed,” he remarked.


“Our imaginative power is our strength. We cannot destroy it and let it move away from our profession as it is a vital element in protecting our profession,” he emphasised, adding, “We can’t copy popular designs, design concepts and expect it to be true to itself. It has to be conceived in our minds.”


Through the pictures that were taken in Colombo, he depicted the idea of maximum utilisation of landscape. 


Indian Architect, Kirtee Shah, who hails from the Kherva, a small village in North Gujrat, highlighted the global change of land from rural to urban. “At present, our cities are a disaster and we don’t have a future unless we change our mindset,” he remarked. “The cities are physically and socially under-prepared for disaster management, be that flood, earthquake, fire or any other mishap,” he pointed out.


According to Shah, the cities must be economically productive, socially just, culturally vibrant, environmentally sustainable and politically participatory. 


Architect Pervaiz Vandal from Lahore disapproved of the idea of inviting people from the West to plan local cities. He said that the politicians in Lahore had also promised to make the city the ‘Paris of the East’ which could never happen, he emphasised, because the city has its own requirements that may not necessarily coincide with those of Paris. “The building control authorities have played a major role in what shape we find our cities in today,” he stressed. “The rules are deliberately kept vague so that they could be amended easily according to the benefits of concerned people,” he added.


IAP President, Ejaz Ahed, said that this event was an excellent opportunity for the architects and architecture students in the city to listen to and interact with the luminaries of the profession. The forum will go on till March 3 (Monday) at the Expo Centre.

(The News-14, 02/03/2008)

NHA gets early hearing in Shershah mill land dispute


KARACHI: A textile mill at the collapsed portion of the Northern Bypass has disputed the National Highway Authority’s (NHA) demand for more land to fix the bridge’s fault. On Wednesday, however, the Sindh High Court agreed to the NHA’s request for an early hearing as reconstruction was being held up.


The NHA has asked Paracha Textile Mills for 2,320 square yards more based on the argument that after a portion of the bridge collapsed at Sher Shah, the design fault had to be removed. However, petitioner Paracha Textile Mills has disputed or impugned Section 4 of the NHA Ordinance that allows it to acquire land for projects of national importance.


The NHA application was heard Wednesday by a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) comprising Justice Munib Ahmed Khan and Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui. 

Earlier, NHA lawyer Nisar A Mujahid argued that the construction of the Karachi Northern Bypass had been stalled by an SHC stay order but that this was an issue of national importance. 

A member of the bench observed that the NHA had acquired 8.8 acres of the mill’s land in 1966 but wanted more again but without offering any compensation. ‘This would not be allowed, the NHA shall first deposit the compensation amount then it could acquire the land,’ the bench observed. 

‘Let them come to us, we are ready to negotiate and make the payment,’ the counsel replied. The bench then pointed out that the NHA has still not initiated legal proceedings to acquire the land and the petitioner may suffer from inordinate delay. However, the bench allowed the NHA application for an early hearing and fixed March 13 as the date.

(By AR Qureshi, DailyTimes-B1, 06/03/2008)

Several more buildings to get heritage cover

KARACHI, March 8: The Sindh government has decided, in principle, to ensure protection of cultural heritage of Sindh by providing heritage cover to some of the landmark buildings in Karachi and Hyderabad, including the University of Karachi, under the Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act 1994.

This decision was taken by the advisory committee for cultural heritage of Sindh which met at the New Sindh Secretariat building on Thursday. Sindh Government Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman presided over the meeting.


Sources privy to the decision told Dawn that Architect and Planning Consultant Arif Hassan had recommended enlisting the University of Karachi as heritage as its master plan and buildings were the finest example in Pakistan of the rationalist movement in architecture of the post-war period

Its plan was designed by Michel Ecochard, a French architect and urban planner, who was a pioneer in relating architecture and urban planning with archaeology in the Islamic world. He is considered as one of the leading architects of the modern architecture movement.


Mr Hassan said that this remarkable complex of buildings had been vandalised over time by ad-hoc changes in the buildings. The additional new blocks were unrelated to Michel Ecochard’s design and concept.

The meeting was informed that a committee formed by the district government of Hyderabad to undertake research work on historical/ancient monuments and architectural sites and to preserve such properties had recommended to the heritage committee to declare some private buildings in and around Pucca Qila, Hyder Chowk, and Naval Rai Market with Clock Tower as protected heritage/conservation area as these locations with their typical building structures have a character of their own. In all, 11 buildings have been identified by the district government which will be repaired/renovated by the district government to save them for posterity.

(Dawn-19, 09/03/2008)

PPP govt to allot land to women

ISLAMABAD: Co-Chairman Pakistan People's Party (PPP) Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday said in future the party government would allot lands at katcha and other areas of Sindh, as well as in other provinces, only to women. 

The lands will be non-transferable and non-saleable so as to empower women economically. 

"This would be a tribute to Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, on the International Women Day, who was driven by a passion to emancipate the women," he said while addressing PPP members-elect of National Assembly from Larkana and Sukkur divisions, who met him here Saturday at Zardari House.


This meeting was a part of the consultative dialogue to seek views on various issues, including the party's nomination for the office of the prime minister.


Addressing the meeting, Zardari aid that the PPP government would accord top priority to the issues of unemployment, law and order, scarcity of water resources and availability of gas.

He said that the PPP would put in place bold and innovative measures to create jobs in the public and private sectors as it fully recognized that high growth was the main driver of full employment.

At the same time, he said, the party would establish programs to help those who were unable to find gainful employment.


About the water issue, he said that the PPP had in the mid-nineties prepared a plan for building small dams and lining the watercourses to overcome the water problem instead of the controversial big dams on which no consensus had yet been evolved.  "More tube wells will be installed to overcome the scarcity of water in the affected areas," he added. 


Asif Zardari also emphasized on the need to streamline and tune up the administration to make it more responsive to the needs of the people. "There is a need to encourage honest and competent professional public servants," he said. All MNAs attending the meeting reposed their complete confidence in the decision of Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari to nominate the PPP candidate for the office of the prime minister.

(By Asim Yasin, The News-3, 09/03/2008)

Ruling authorities violating laws of land

Speakers at a seminar on “Our Coastline under Threat” accused the ruling authorities of violating the laws of the land by initiating anti-people and environmentally destructive projects in the coastal areas of Karachi. 

The seminar organised by Shehri-CBE and Dharti — a coalition of the civil society in collaboration with the Friedrich Naumann FUR DIE FREIHEIT on Saturday discussed the affects of the Sugarland City project covering 60,000 acres coastal land of Hawkesbay, Keamari Town.


According to the speakers the government has initiated the project without conducting Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) before launching it, which is the violation of the Environmental Act 1997.

Dr Ejaz Ahmed of WWF-Pakistan in his presentation “Sandspit the nature treasure at Risk” said the project covered 400 hectares mangroves forests of Hawkesbay, which was important environmentally and economically.

“Mangroves act as lungs of the city, which should be protected otherwise it may cause wide destruction of the citizens of Karachi,” he warned. He said the mangroves were protective wall, which provided protection to the people from threats of tsunamis, cyclones and sea storms. 


He said Hawkesbay area was the most significant in the entire 1050-kilometre long Pakistan coast (Sindh and Balochistan) because the 70-km of it had been named as the protected area for turtle. He said there was no area of turtles in the entire beach except its little habitat at Ormara and Gwadar in Balochistan. Hawkesbay was the major nesting zone of this marine specie, he added.


Arif Belgaumi of the Institute of Architect, Pakistan, Farhan Anwer of Shehri and Mohammed Hussain of Mihigeer Tehreek Pakistan addressed the seminar. In the starting a documentary focusing the coastal villages and their problems was shown, in which the community people exhibited their protest against the project, which, according to them, would cause displacement of the people, wiping out of villages and depriving them of their source of livelihood.

Arif Belgaumi said these beaches were a gift by God and some people were trying to take this gift back for the benefits of a few people. 


This project was designed in 2006 by the government of former Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz and came to the public when hut owners at the beach side received lease termination letters from the government. Again it was highlighted in August 2007 and the civil society organisations started raising their voice against it at different forums.


Belgaumi said the Sugarland City project was designed without consultation of the local people, who would lose their lands, abodes and source of livelihood.


Farhan Anwer of Shehri said the project area was ecologically sensitive. It was the natural habitat of several marine species, fish, corals, mangroves, plants, mammals and birds. He said this area received 114 migratory bird species in the winter season every year and was the main recreation place for picnickers of the city, who throng there on every weekends and holidays. He said since Pakistan was signatory of international laws, including Ramsar Convention, Biodiversity Convention and others, it should follow the rule before initiating mega projects, which regarded destructive environmentally and may cause community displacement.


Mohammed Hussain of Mahigeer Tehrik said: “if the project was launched it would bar hundreds of fishermen from entering their traditional routs heading towards the fishing grounds in future.” 

He said the unemployment and displacement of the communities would be the main problems the people would face if the project was implemented. It was also pointed out that there was no project in the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) Master Plan 2020 for the uplift of suburbs communities.

He said earlier they thought that their villages would be provided with gas, electricity, water, better health and education facilities through this project. But now we believe that it was being developed to displace us and deprive the people of their natural livelihood.


The speakers opposed the project and appealed to the future federal and provincial governments to take notice of these anti-people and environmentally destructive projects, launched by former government, and save the city from threats of disasters.

(The News-19, 09/03/2008)

Bid to occupy Gutter Baghicha land foiled
KARACHI, March 12: An attempt to grab the remaining 480 acres of Gutter Baghicha meant for the construction of a national park was foiled by area residents who have now set up a camp at the site to guard it.

The city government’s anti-encroachment staff, led by coordinator of Site Town and equipped with trucks and shovels, arrived at the site to demarcate and forcibly occupy 200 acres to be used allegedly for an illegal housing society for city government employees and builders, according to a press release issued by an NGO, Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment. It pointed out that the action was taken despite the fact that an FIR against those corrupt officials who were involved in the project land scam was pending in an anti-corruption court. It was amazing that the initiative was made at a time when a change of government was imminent, the NGO observed.


The plan to convert the Gutter Baghicha land into a model national park was announced by General Musharraf on April 28, 2002 during his visit to Karachi. He had said that this would be a gift to the people of Karachi. But there has been no worthwhile progress in this regard so far and the city government has yet to implement the decision.


The president had directed provincial and city government officials to take appropriate measures for the project’s implementation. The announcement and the subsequent directive were followed by a meeting held with the district coordination officer in chair to ponder on different aspects of the project. The meeting decided to remove illegal hydrants and other encroachments from the site to pave the way for the park’s construction. A grand operation was launched to dismantle hydrants illegally operated by industrialists and remove encroachments. The government move was welcomed by people. But the operation was abruptly halted after a group of industrialists met Sindh Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan despite the fact that the project was accorded top priority by the president.


It is pertinent to note that the dismantled hydrants were later restored and they are currently being operated by industrialists with the connivance of authorities.


Area people wondered why there had been no progress on the project, which was approved by the country’s president, contrary to tall claims made by the CDGK regarding city’s development. They said that the land mafia with the connivance of higher authorities were eying this precious land and hatching conspiracies against the construction of a national park around a congested and polluted locality.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-18, 13/03/2008)

Two big fires break out in city

Two big fires broke out at two different places in the city - one on late Saturday night and the other early Sunday morning. In the incident on Sunday, a blaze was reported at a plastic godown in Ittehad Town, Block-C, the last bus stop of X-10, in which Riaz, aged 40, the owner of the godown, was reported dead. The entire godown was gutted in the fire. 


In the fire that occurred late Saturday night, a level-3 blaze engulfed the manufacturing unit of an electronic goods factory in Quaidabad in which 13 people were injured.


The fire gutted the electronic goods manufacturing unit located in Quaidabad near the National Highway. It erupted at 1 a.m. and was controlled by the fire brigade after eight long hours. As many as nine fire fighters and three employees of the company suffered from falling debris and burn injuries.


According to the fire brigade department, the reason of the fire at the plastic godown on Sunday morning was still unknown. He added that only one fire tender available at Boltan Market on Sunday morning, which was sent for rescue operation in Ittehad Town, as the rest of the tenders were engaged at the Quaidabad factory fire.

He further said that at least 20 fire tenders, three snorkels and a rescue tender participated in the rescue operation in Quaidabad whereas KPT and DHA also sent their fire tenders.


The injured factory employees were identified as Asim, Asif and Ramzan while one of the fire fighters Sikander sustained serious wounds on his neck when he was rushing outside the godown and debris fell on him. The injured were brought to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for treatment.


The smoke from the factory also created serious problems for nearby residents and the thick plumes of smoke also created hurdles in the rescue operation.


The level-3 fire also caused the roof of the factory to collapse during the rescue operation.

The fire, which actually broke out in the backyard of the factory, reached up to the factory’s Compressor Department and gutted most parts of the factory.  According to the Fire Brigade Department, some houses situated next to the factory were also damaged due to which residents of around 50 houses had to evacuate. 


The police and Rangers were also deployed to keep people away from the site. The fire fighters, at one stage, ran out of water. Later they received water from other fire tenders.

(The News-14, 17/03/2008)

Fridge factory goes down in fire


KARACHI: A fire broke out Saturday night in a refrigerator factory in Quaidabad and raged on for about 12 hours. Thirteen persons, including nine firefighters, were wounded.


[image: image13.jpg]


According to Chief Fire Officer Ehtishamuddin Siddiqui, the factory located on National Highway in Quaidabad caught fire in the night and vehicles were rushed to the location. After witnessing the fire’s intensity, the case was declared a third-degree case and help was sought from the DHA and KPT.


Chemicals and plastic in the factory further strengthened the fire. Flames and clouds of poisonous smoke rose sky-high and could be seen from far off. The entire surrounding was polluted, making it difficult to breathe.

The injured fire brigade staff and factory employees, including Asim, Asif and Ramzan, were shifted to different hospitals by Edhi and Chippa Welfare staff. 


Siddiqui said that as far as could be ascertained, the fire was a result of a short circuit, however, the losses were not estimated at the time this report was filed. The fire started in a storeroom in the back of the factory, which was built on three to four acres.


The fire brigade crew had trouble accessing the premises as the factory is flanked by populated areas on both sides. There were over 50 houses on the right side of the factory which were fully evacuated. Ten to 12 of the houses were affected by the raging blaze.


Fire brigade vehicles also faced a shortage of water. The vehicles would head back to refill their tanks but upon return the fire would once again be waving furiously. 

“Everything is in under control now and the cooling process has started. This will take a few days,” said Siddiqui. The police and the rangers present in the area are preventing people from going near the fire site.


A large portion of the factory situated on National Highway collapsed, injuring several people. A number of people were also found unconscious because of the thick hazardous chemical smoke.

The relief operation is in full swing. Ambulances arrived at the site early and started to transport the injured to hospitals. Several fire brigade vehicles, including KPT vehicles, were helping as well.


According to Chippa Ambulance Service, at least 10 fire fighters fell unconscious and were rushed to the hospital. A number of people in the nearby area fainted as well. Several people along with their children were seen running from the area and a number of people were having breathing difficulties because of the hazardous smoke.


Factory owner killed in another fire: A plastic factory and storehouse were completely burned down in Baldia Town, killing the factory owner and injuring two others.

According to Javaid Bhatti, the fire department’s spokesman, the fire broke out in a plastic manufacturing factory and storehouse Sunday morning at 6:00 a.m. The fire was immediately reported at the Mochko police station and the fire department.


However, all 13 vehicles were busy at the Quaidabad factory and there was only one last vehicle present at Bolton Market Centre, which was sent to the fire site. By the time the vehicle arrived at the site, the fire had had engulfed the storehouse and burnt it down, said Bhatti. Muhammed Riaz, who was a partner at the factory, was killed and two other men were injured while extinguishing the fire.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/03/2008)

People make a dash from 100 houses


KARACHI: Over 100 families had to run for their lives after a massive fire broke out in a neighbouring refrigerator factory off the National Highway and next to Qaddafi Town. 

[image: image14.jpg]


There are around 40 houses next to the factory wall only separated from it by a three-foot wide street. “It was around 12:30 a.m. when thick chemical-laden smoke started to engulf us and made it difficult to breathe,” recalled resident Malik Aman. Everyone started to run from the smoke and as they ran down the narrow streets they shouted for others to leave as well. They feared their houses would be destroyed. Aman and the others have moved for the time being, he to his brother’s house in Muzzafar Colony.


Another resident Nawaz Khan told Daily Times that he spent the night outside the factory as his younger brother, Iqbal, worked there and was inside till 7:30 a.m. “We were helpless, as the police and the factory workers cordoned off the area and we were not able to look for them,” he said. “They were struggling along with other workers to control the fire.”


The UC-4 Nazim, Nasim Khan, was informed at 1:45 a.m. He said the first fire engine reached ten minutes later when he got there and the police and rangers officials rushed to the site to stop people from disturbing the fire fighters.

Khan also said that an administration block located on the far side of the factory, adjacent to three dozen houses, looked as if its foundation had weakened and could collapse. He said they could not tell how the blaze broke out even after monitoring the situation for four hours.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/03/2008)

100-year-old downtown leases expire


KARACHI: Property rights and leases of 22 historical areas of Saddar and Jamshed Town, issued 99 years ago, have expired and the Sindh Revenue Department is renewing them at government approved rates, Daily Times learnt Monday. 

The areas include Ghulam Hussain Kasim Quarters, Old Town, Market Quarters, Bunder Quarters, Napier Road, Wadhumal Odharam Quarters, Ranchore Line, Arambagh, Railway Quarters, Serai Quarters, Tehalram Quarters, Saddar Market, Preedy Quarters, Bath Island, Civil Lines, Frere Town, Clifton, Ram Swami, Lyari Quarters, Garden East, Garden West and Lawrence Quarters. 


“The leases and property rights were issued during the British era and now they have expired. However, the Revenue Department is renewing the leases at certain government rates,” said Muhammad Sadiq Sahito, an employee of the Revenue Department. The department has fixed the renewal fees for 17 areas at Rs 1,375 per square yard. The renewal fees for Ranchore Line, Tehalram Quarters, Ram Swami and Lawrence Quarters is Rs 840 per square yard and Rs 220 per square yard for Lyari Quarters, he added. 

“We have received about 310 renewal applications and have renewed around 200. The Sindh Government has collected Rs 180 million in fees,” said Sahito. He added that the government wants the common citizen to benefit from this opportunity and, therefore, had set extremely reasonable rates for the renewal. The last date for renewal is December 12, 2008. 


In 1873, the British government conducted a city survey and most of the leases and property rights were issued in the late 1890s. “Most of the leases expired during 1990 to 1995 and we completed the renewal process in 2001,” said Sahito. 

“The names of most of the areas have changed over time but the revenue records still identify the areas with their original names,” said an elderly record keeper. He said that with the change in names, nobody knows the exact locations of the areas. “People bring the lease documents and we renew the leases on the basis of those documents,” he said. 

Land Utilization secretary Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqi said that according to the revenue laws, property owners have to get the renewal of their property, otherwise, the property may be seized.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 18/03/2008)

Mysterious fire breaks out at Saima Trade Towers

The lights went out outside the offices on the first floor of the 19-storeyed Saima Trade Towers on I.I. Chundrigar Road when fire broke out there late Tuesday evening, people working in nearby offices told The News.

They said it was mystifying as to how the fire erupted there. The electricity to the offices was restored just a few days ago. “Since the last one month, I have observed that just a one KV generator was being run there as its power supply was cut due to some inexplicable reasons,” a man working in nearby office said on condition of anonymity. He said the office owner was also seen in a “tense mood”.

The fire caused immense inconvenience to the people. A man said they came to know about the fire through a news channel as there was no system in the building, which could sound an alarm. He said when they tried to escape through the lift, it was full with smoke, compelling them to take to the staircase.


Javaid Ahmed Chhatari whose office is located there said the building had a good wiring system; hence chances of fire being caused by short-circuiting were slim. He said the building had a viable fire-fighting system but there were no trained personnel to operate it. He said the building has two towers without any linking space to each other. Similarly, access to the uppermost storey is shut and there is no facility of emergency staircase in order to meet any eventuality.


The firemen said that there is no entry point in the huge building except the staircase. They said as the fire broke out in a room adjacent to the road, it helped them to control it after 45 minutes by smashing its windows. They said that due to shortage of fire tenders, four stations took part in extinguishing the blaze. The residents said that three fire tenders, which reached immediately, were unable to control it and it was the snorkel that extinguished the blaze within 20 minutes.


Firemen, on condition of anonymity, said that they faced numerous problems due to lack of attention by the authorities concerned. They said there were 45-50 fire tenders in middle of 1990s but now there were only 12 of them. They said time was the essence in fire cases but it took several minutes to reach the place due to shortage of fire tenders. 

They alleged that the EDO, municipal services, was more interested in overseas trips than attending their problems. They feared that the CDGK was planning to privatise this essential service on pattern of waste management.

One fireman on this occasion said there were 950 employees of the Fire Brigade but only 300 were working. Around 200 were working at residences of the officials. He said leading firemen were working at the offices of certain officials to attend phone calls or prepare tea.


The fireman said that eight firemen were killed while controlling fire in “Union Textile” in SITE on January 15, 2007. The body of the eighth fireman, Farid, could not be retrieved as it was turned into ashes. Subsequently, the City Nazim held only one meeting to address the problems afflicting the firemen. He said another fireman, Yasin, was injured in the said incident and remained hospitalised for about a year. He succumbed to his wounds last month but the CDGK allegedly did not evince any interest in providing him proper treatment.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-14, 19/03/2008)

KBCA declares 2 projects illegal

KARACHI, March 19: The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) has declared two projects illegal and cancelled their NOCs, licences of the builders and stopped construction work at the sites.


A KBCA statement issued on Wednesday said that the NOC for advertisement and sale of plots in Mateen Complex project on plot No.19-A (survey No.47), Block Nos. 2, 7, 8, 9 and 14, Shah Latif Town, had already expired in 1998.

The owners, under their “Aap Ka Ghar” scheme, are accepting booking of plot No.3, 10, 11, 12 and 15 and running an advertisement campaign in this regard illegally, according to the statement.


The KBCA, taking action against the builders, M/s Samra Corporation, has cancelled their licence and demolished the site office. A case has also been instituted against the project’s owners/builders.

Meanwhile, the KBCA has declared booking, sale and advertisement of the open plots by Ya Rehman Associates in sectors 8 and 9 of Surjani Town. The firm’s site office in Pioneer Arcade has been demolished.


Notices issued

The KBCA has issued show-cause notices to the owners/builders of three approved projects in Gulshan-i-Iqbal and Gadap towns for violating building rules.

The projects are: Grey Noor Tower and Grey Mall on commercial plot No.2 (two acres) in Sector 29; Fatima Ali Tower on plot No.1, sector 25-B, Secheme-33; and Spring Residency on plot No.NC-5, Deh Bhitti Amri, Scheme-33.

The Authority has directed owners/builders of the projects to comply with the contents of their NOCs while booking the plots and running the advertisement campaign to avoid legal action.

(Dawn-18, 20/03/2008)

DHA violates own laws to allow seminary on Sunset Boulevard

The presence of a seminary, set up in a private house on Main Sunset Boulevard, Defence Housing Authority (DHA), in clear violation of DHA zoning laws, was allowed as a special case with permission of the DHA itself, officials have confirmed. 


DHA Administrator Brigadier Kamran Aziz Qazi told The News that the decision to allow the “Institute of Islamic Education for Women”, run by the Al-Huda Trust, to operate in a private bungalow was done “purely on Fi-Sabilillah basis” as the school claimed that it was not charging fees for the spread of Islamic education amongst women.

What makes this case more interesting is that no other such school or seminary has been allowed such special permission despite pleas and applications from many quarters. Another anomaly is that the school does charge fees from some of its students and this goes against the ‘understanding’ with the DHA. 


The DHA is reluctant to come out with information on who approved this ‘special permission’ and on what basis it was done. The manner in which this permission was given raises many eyebrows and concerns about how policies of the DHA were bent to benefit a certain few. 


Residents of the area have repeatedly protested against the presence of such a large seminary in the middle of a residential area of DHA. However, the DHA claims it has received no complaints despite the fact that people in that area are greatly inconvenienced by the massive number of cars parked each day in the lanes surrounding the seminary. 

In fact, an open plot next to the seminary, which has a board clearly stating “Parking Reserved for DHA Central Library”, is also used by the women who attend classes in the institute. All these facts have been ignored by the Vigilance Department of the DHA, which otherwise keeps very active in affairs that relate to violations in the area under its purview. 

It is interesting to note that all schools and educational institutions located on Sunset Boulevard were removed a decade back by the DHA administration on the grounds that such institutions would only be allowed to operate in designated areas. In many instances, the DHA won in court when this decree was challenged by school owners and administrations. However, this religious school-cum-seminary, located next to the Defence Central Library, seems to have escaped the attention of the DHA.


Residents have complained that hundreds of women come to the seminary every day to attend religious classes where a fee is charged and hence it makes this a commercial enterprise. Many women come in private cars which are then parked, in many instances along with drivers, on side roads, where a traffic nightmare ensues.


Many more women alight from special buses which stop on the main road, which again is a traffic hindrance. The huge rush of women also results in the gathering of undesirable elements in the area, say some. When contacted, a spokeswoman of the organisation commented that the school was not a commercial enterprise. When asked what special permission had been given to the school to function in a residential area, the spokeswoman said that this question is “better answered by the DHA.” Some residents allege that the wives of senior DHA officials are also attending classes at the school, hence the “soft treatment” accorded. The DHA administration rejects this. 

The seminary administration claims that they do not charge any fee for the courses they offer and the students are only charged for books and other study material - that, too, if one wishes to purchase them. For this, one has to pay a lump sum of Rs2,000 at the time of admission and an amount at the beginning of each semester, according to the books. However, one of the students said that the expense goes up to Rs12,000 for the certificate course that is divided into three semesters each of six months.


When contacted, the DHA said that although the seminary runs with the permission of DHA, it is not as a commercial enterprise. “What they had told DHA while opening the seminary was that the religious education would be given purely on ‘Fi Sabilillah account’ (for the sake of God) therefore no fee would be charged from the students,” said Administrator DHA, Brigadier Kamran Aziz Qazi.


According to the DHA officials, the owner of the seminary had told them that they spread education voluntarily and not for business purposes, and that they “had no idea if a fee is being charged for the education.”

Situated in Defence Housing Authority (DHA), Phase 2, the seminary is one of the branches of Al-Huda International Welfare Foundation. Registered under the Companies Ordinance 1984, the website of the foundation claims that it is “an NGO active in the promotion of Islamic education and welfare since 1994.”

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 20/03/2008)

2 crushed in old roof collapse


KARACHI: A young man was crushed to death and another died later at hospital after a slab of [image: image15.jpg]


concrete fell from the illegally constructed rooftop boundary of a British-era building in Saddar Wednesday.


Six others were injured and one of them, identified as Shajar Mustafa, is in critical condition. The incident took place at about 11:55 a.m. when boundary walls on the rooftop of the Haji Sami Chambers building collapsed, showering people below with debris. At the time, four men running small stalls selling Lassi (a yoghurt smoothie) and hosiery were sitting right below on the footpath. Luckily there were no students in the tuition centre located in the building that also houses four shops, including Pioneer Book House on the ground flour, and 25 offices. 


Preedy SHO Jahanzeb said that the police had tried to contact building owner Sultan but he said he could not respond as he was at a funeral.


Sources in the police department told Daily Times that the owner had gone underground and his relatives were offering financial assistance for the medical expenses of the victims. It would be no use lodging an FIR because the offence was bailable under section 319 of the Cr PC. If the police arrested him, he would be bailed out the next day and the injured would face financial hardships seeking proper medical attention. The owner is said to be an influential person. Neither was Sultan arrested nor was any FIR lodged till the filing of this report.


Liaquat Ali Lassiwallah, 27, Liaquat Ali, 60, and others escaped. “We had told people in the offices on the upper stories about four days ago that debris had been falling from the roof but they ignored us,” they told Daily Times in unison. “Today, the outcome has swallowed the lives of innocent people.”


Moosajee Adam and Sons staffers on the second floor told Daily Times that they had also repeatedly informed the owner of the building, Sultan about the crumbling boundary walls. Occupants of the other offices said that the floors of the building had been shaking with the movement of people. On the other hand, Adamjee Coaching Centre’s Waqas, was angry at the media, and told Daily Times that it was a minor incident as only the boundary walls had crumbled.


Preedy DSP Salman had also been told about the risky building from time to time. He said the TMA had lodged complaints and that the owner has been contacted and would be arrested after an FIR was lodged. 

According to Preedy PS ASI Athar, those seriously injured included Abdul Hameed, 60, Saleem Ashfaque, 40, Saeed Akram, 35, Mustaqeem Mirza alias Maqsood Nawab, 60, and Aga Muttaqi, 50. The man who died on the spot has yet to be identified and was taken away by Edhi volunteers to CHK. Another unidentified man died at CHK.

There were no rescue efforts till 1:00 p.m. when a CDGK fire tender arrived followed by another Fire and Rescue Radio Mobile Control Unit (KFB-106) at about 1:20 p.m. The rescue operation was started at about 1:45 p.m.


CDGK Fire Brigade CFO Ehtishamuddin told Daily Times that the building was declared dangerous but the heritage department had not allowed the CDGK or KBCA to demolish it. The entire building was shaky as its iron bars had rusted and its base had completely depreciated.


Saddar Town Nazim Muhammad Dilawar told Daily Times that the Sindh Heritage department had not given permission for demolition despite repeated requests. There are 25 such buildings in Saddar Town that are on the verge of collapsing any time, especially in the rains. They did not mention why people were allowed to inhabit the building if it was declared a heritage site.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 20/03/2008)

Blaze destroys crucial land record; arson suspected
KARACHI, March 20: A mysterious fire in Sindh Secretariat wrecked the offices of the province’s Board of Revenue on Thursday, raising questions over the incident and causing the authorities [image: image16.jpg]KARACHI: Firemen seek to put out the
blaze that raged through the Board of
Revenue’s building on Thursday.
—Shakil Adil / White Star




to suspect arson behind the destruction of records of lands worth billions of rupees.


Sources in the Sindh government and officials said the fire in one of the barracks of the old secretariat building – believed to be more than a century old – destroyed over a dozen rooms, almost all of them containing files and bundles of documents, on the ground and first floors of the colonial-era structure.


The fire, which broke out between 10am and 10.30am on the first floor of the building facing the MPAs Hostel and the Pakistan Secretariat, swept through all the rooms on the floor and reached the ground floor in the twinkling of an eye.


The outbreak of Thursday’s fire coincided with the start of two-day provincial holidays on account of Eid Miladun Nabi (Peace be upon him). Conspiracy theorists insisted that it was no coincidence that major blazes hit important government buildings – such the PNSC building and the historical Radio Pakistan building – in the city on holidays.


Fire tenders, which reached the site almost 40 minutes after the fire had erupted, took more than three hours to put out the spreading flames and the ancient structure made the job a little harder as the firefighters took extra care to prevent further losses during the operation.


A department official denied any delay in the fire department’s response to the complaint, and sources suspected a deliberate delay in calling for a rescue operation. ”It would not be justified to put the responsibility on the fire department as we move only after receiving a complaint,” said Ehtishamuddin, the chief fire officer.

”As soon as we registered the complaint from the secretariat building, our fire tenders rushed to the spot, where we faced several hurdles while moving inside the affected area and did our best to control the fire in the mostly wooden structure.”


Eyewitnesses said though the firefighters prevented the fire from spreading to other parts and offices in the building, by the time they reached the spot the flames had already destroyed documents in 13 rooms on the first floor and four rooms on the ground floor of the Board of Revenue. ”But we still managed to save a few rooms on the ground floor despite the fact that the roof fell down on the ground floor’s offices of the building,” said the chief fire officer.


Some seven fire tenders backed by a snorkel helped more than 50 firefighters to complete the job but the damage assessment made by the officials concerned after the incident raised eyebrows from various quarters.

”As far as we have assessed, the records of a land survey, settlement and old records of acquisition and sales have been destroyed completely,” a senior official said after his initial findings and a visit to the site.

”I suspect a part of the land utilization department was also destroyed, but I can’t comment on it at this point of time as it’s too early to arrive at a conclusion.”


He agreed to the notion that transactions worth billions of rupees could be part of history without being put on record after the fire burnt all important files and documents. The official said the destroyed record included a major part of the Board of Revenue’s transactions made during the last five years of the recently dissolved government.


Another source said the land records destroyed on Thursday were broadly divided into two categories: government land and evacuee property. Under government land, records of acres of land allotted on the Super Highway, Thatta coastal belt wind-power project and Bundle Island were gutted.


‘A criminal act’

This assessment reinforced the suspicion about sabotage being behind the fire, which convinced the law enforcers to see it as a criminal act. ”We have set up a three-member committee headed by the DIG (investigations) to inquire into the matter and come up with a report within 15 days,” Sindh IG Azhar Ali Farooqui, who visited the site, told Dawn.


Answering a question, he said police usually remained aloof in recent fire incidents in the city, which apparently were results of human error and accidents, but the Board of Revenue’s fire was different from the others.

”It may be the result of arson and such suspicions prompt us to hold an inquiry looking at the incident as a criminal activity. But all these are suspicions and any such doubt would clear once our team comes up with the inquiry report,” added the IG.

As the inquiry team visited the site a few hours after the incident to gather facts, the fire on a holiday further strengthened the police authorities’ theory about the episode being act of crime.

”If you go though the recent history of fire incidents in the city, you would find that most fires erupted on Sundays in government buildings, which maintained a kind of records, documents or had value in terms of their structure and locations,” said another police official, who was part of the team that visited the fire site.

He said on weekends and holidays there were least movement of people in the government offices except security staff, who didn’t have access to each and every facility of the structure.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 21/03/2008)

All Karachi land records gutted

The mysterious fire that erupted at the office of the Board of Revenue (BoR) on Thursday morning not only burnt all records of Karachi lands but also destroyed important evidence regarding land fraud as well as changes in the records allowing illegal allotment of land worth Rs80 billion. This has seriously hampered the on going investigation being conducted by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and the Anti-Corruption Department.


Official sources said that all six rooms of the office were destroyed by the fire where the land record of Evacuee and survey record were dumped. The sources claimed that there was no alternative record of the survey and demarcation of Karachi’s land available in any other department of the government.

The sources also claimed that the old land record of 1909-10, prepared by the British officials, the record of prime land of 92 Dehs of the city, maps, land registers, demarcation records and field books were burnt completely by Thursday’s fire. 


The fire erupted at the office of the Superintendent of Survey of Land destroying six rooms including the office of Additional Secretary, Land Utilisation. However, the records of the direct allotment orders of former chief minister Ghulam Arbab Rahim were saved, the sources maintained. 


The officials said that the Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad had ordered an inquiry into the fraud in land records that was alleged to be worth Rs80 billion last year and six Mukhtiarkar and 36 Tappedars were suspended for their alleged involvement in the fraud. 

However, the officials said that the inquiry into the matter was stopped on the intervention of an ‘influential personality’. 

The officials said that the authorities concerned were worried by the warnings issued by the PPP leaders that all illegal allotments and fraud in the BoR would be investigated once the party took over the administrative and governing reigns of the province. The PPP had won clear majority in Sindh in the Feburary 18 elections and will form the next government. 


The Survey Department of the BoR was shifted to the 100-year-old building, situated near the Sindh High Court, in 1981 from the defunct KDA. All the city land records, maps and survey reports were also shifted to the building and no other record of the Karachi land was available in any other department, the officials claimed.

The sources said that, in the last one year, the survey department has made several changes in the record of 5,000 ‘Kutcha scale’ and 10,000 ‘Pukka scale’ land on the instructions of the high command and authorities of the BoR.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-13, 21/03/2008)

Fire destroys vital records of Sindh BoR

Decades-old, valuable records of the Sindh Board of Revenue (BoR) and some other government departments were reduced to ashes when a suspicious fire broke out in the record room of the BoR offices located in Barrack 79 of the Sindh Secretariat, Karachi, on Thursday morning.


The intensity of the blaze could be judged from the fact that, despite all efforts by the city firefighters, the fire engulfed the entire building and reduced it to ashes within a few hours. 

The decades-old building, which housed the BoR, provincial Social Welfare Department, Women Crisis Centre and Sindh Arms Services Board, is located opposite to the MPA hostel and a short distance from the Sindh High Court (SHC) building.


Astonishingly, the fire once again broke out on a holiday - Thursday being a provincial holiday as declared by the Sindh Governor, Dr Ishratul Ebad, on account of 11th Rabiul Awal. This added to the suspicions that the blaze could possibly be an act of sabotage aimed at destroying the record of allotments of lands in the province.


A labourer, Rahim Dad, who was working outside the BoR building told The News that the fire broke out at around 10.00 a.m. and there were people inside the building who came out after smoke started emitting from one corner of the record room.


“Firefighters reached the spot when one corner of the building was completely engulfed in flames. I don’t exactly know the time when the fire erupted and when the fire tenders reached here as I have no watch,” he said and added that nobody tried to extinguish the fire except the firefighters.


According to the initial information, one Ali Muhammad Abbasi contacted the police Helpline 15 Saddar office at 10.05 a.m. and informed them about the eruption of the fire. The helpline quickly passed on the information to the city fire brigade.


Fire fighting vehicles rushed to the scene and initiated a rescue operation using a snorkel to control the blaze that spread speedily owing to the wooden interior of the BoR building. Later, a number of Edhi and Chippa ambulances, police and Rangers also reached there and surrounded the barrack.


Firefighters knocked down a small iron door to reach the burning rooms. Some 13 vehicles, including an automobile rescue unit and two snorkels, took part in the operation.

Senior member of the Board of Revenue, Syed Anwaar Haider, who also guided the firefighters in controlling the blaze, was found sobbing after watching the entire barrack’s destruction due to the inferno.

He told journalists on the spot that 50-60 years’ worth of surveys, lands and revenue records as well as settled claims were burnt in the fire but said that, fortunately, the nearby offices of the land utilisation department remained safe.

“I still don’t know what the cause of the fire was but I’m feeling as if I have lost my son,” the aggrieved official added.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 21/03/2008)

Records go up in flames at Secretariat


KARACHI: Important records of the surveys and land revenue department were destroyed Thursday after several government department offices, including the Board of Revenue building, were gutted in an inferno that erupted at the Sindh Secretariat.


The decades-old building was established in 1836, during the British government, and is located opposite the Sindh Home Department, a short distance from the Sindh High Court. A four-member investigation team has been formed on the directives of the Sindh chief minister to probe the incident.


Fire-fighting vehicles rushed to the scene and initiated the rescue operation. A number of Edhi and Chippa ambulances, along with police and rangers personnel, followed. Thirteen vehicles, including an automobile rescue unit and two snorkels, took part in the operation. The fire was finally put out by 2:19 p.m.


An official said that the building housed offices of the armed forces, social welfare, planning and development and revenue and stamps departments on its upper floor. Offices of various department wings, including a survey branch and the office of the IG of Sindh, were situated on the lower floor, he added.


Quoting Anwar Haider, a senior member of the central board of revenue, Preedy DSP Salman Hussain said that the offices were closed because of the holiday and the record room is usually closed as well. The DSP said that Haider claimed that a watchman told him at around 10:25 a.m. that smoke was coming out of the record room.

“We were informed of the situation at 10:53 a.m. via police helpline Madadgar 15,” said DSP Hussain. “Though, the fire had engulfed nearly 40 to 50 percent of the infrastructure when the fire department got there.”


To a question, he said that he could not say anything about the delay in communication because all the departments, including the police, were still engaged in rescue work.


Sindh Inspector General of Police (IGP) Azhar Ali Farooqui said that fire incidents have increased in the last eight to 10 months. “Some of them were accidental but some have been suspicious. An inquiry team has been formed and I will also work on this case,” he said.


Chief Fire Officer Ehtishamuddin said that the building the fire broke out in was completely damaged. “If we were informed on time it would’ve been possible to save the important records, and also the building. But the department informed us 30 minutes after first information.” 

To a question, he said, “It is not our job to find the cause of the fire; that is for the police to do. They were complaining to us that we got there late. But, I have the records of when we received the information.”


Fire at a cattle farm: A fire also broke out at around 4:00 p.m. at the cattle farms located on Road No. 4, Behns Colony, within the jurisdiction of the Sukhan police station. Four fire vehicles took part in the rescue work and took control of the fire after two hours. The fire engulfed three cattle farms owned by Major Shahid, Ayub Daar and Yaqoob Daar. “Nearly 170 buffalos died and over 20 buffalos had to be slaughtered,” said SHO Akram Mughal.


The milkman of Major Shahid’s farm was burning fire for houseflies inside the farms and the fodder caught fire. Ehtishamuddin said that it was farm management negligence, because they knew that fodder catches fire easily but chose to ignore that fact.


Sikander Nagori, president of the Dairy Farms Association, claimed that the city government agreed to fumigate their area and they had paid millions of rupees to the CDGK, but, the CDGK has not kept its end of the bargain. He also claimed that the CDGK promised compensation for the cattle that recently died on account of poisoned fodder.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal denied Sikander’s allegations. He said, “I don’t know who Sikander is, but I know that he is a liar. In 2005 we just had four fumigation machines and now we have 88.” There is no way to take money for fumigation so how could the CDGK have taken millions of rupees from them, he maintained. 


PPP demands inquiry on BoR fire: The Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarian leader in the Sindh Assembly, Pir Mazharul Haq, has demanded an inquiry into the fire at the Board of Revenue office Karachi.

(By Faraz Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 21/03/2008)

‘Approved’ master plan being prepared
KARACHI, March 22: The sectoral reports of the Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP-2020), also called the master plan, are still in the process of finalisation despite the fact that the City Council had approved the document last December. This fact came to light at a consultative discussion organised by Shehri-CBE, a non-governmental organization, at a local hotel on Saturday.


Participants of the discussion, who had been provided copies of the executive summary of the master plan, raised several questions on different sectors of the plan, upon which a city government team led by EDO Iftikhar Kaimkhani informed them that almost all of their concerns have been addressed in detail in the sectoral reports of the master plan.

Amber Alibhai of Shehri requested the CDGK team to provide the complete copy of the master plan so that the participants could read it and gather again after some time to have a thorough discussion. Roland DeSouza of the same organization requested the team to put the complete master plan on the city government’s website so that other people could also review it.


However, representative of the consultant firm Naveed Zaheer, who had led the team which prepared the master plan, informed Mr DeSouza that the sectoral reports were still in the process of editing and correction.


On December 15, 2007, the City Council, amid an opposition boycott, approved the master plan.

Some of the participants felt the master plan was a land-centric document instead of citizen-centric.

The participants suggested formation of a watchdog group comprising elected representatives from Karachi, experts and members of civil society to monitor effective implementation of the master plan.


Housing shortage

Former chief of the Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority (SKAA) Tasneem Siddiqui pointed out that 50 per cent of the city’s population was living in katchi abadis. He said that keeping in view the increasing population of the city, some 60,000 to 70,000 residential plots are required every year. But the CDGK figures showed that only 15,000 to 20,000 plots were being provided annually, due to which the rest of the population had no other option but to live in katchi abadis.


Mr Siddiqui said that there were over 800 notified goths in the city, but no government had ever carried out a proper survey, resulting in more encroachments. However, Mr Kaimkhani said the issue had certain political implications and, therefore, the master plan only recommended providing all necessary facilities and amenities in the notified goths.


Perveen Rehman of the Orangi Pilot Project raised the issue of water supply and observed that bulk water should be metered. Mr Zaheer, the representative of the consultant firm, informed her that in the sectoral report it was recommended that bulk water be metered first and on a later stage, perhaps after 2020, individual consumers should also be metered. “People have to understand that they have to pay for services,” he added.


The issue of the Sugarland City project at Hawkesbay was also raised during the discussion, regarding which Mr Kaimkhani said the project was not part of the city’s master plan and the CDGK’s recommendations were against the project.


At the outset of the seminar, Mr Kaimkhani gave a detailed presentation on the KSDP-2020.

He said that Karachi is the largest and fastest growing mega-city of the country with a population of over 16 million, which is expected to reach 27 million by 2020.


He said the operational time span for the plan extends to the year 2020 within the scope of Pakistan’s Vision 2030. He said the plan would be further extended to 2030 to cover the city’s region that includes part of the surrounding districts of Thatta, Jamshoro and Lasbela.

He clarified that copies of the master plan had been provided to every member of the City Council and the house was also briefed about the salient features of the master plan before it gave approval to the document.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 23/03/2008)

Question mark over scrapping of land computerisation project
KARACHI, March 22: As a probe into Thursday’s mysterious blaze in the Sindh Board of Revenue’s office continued on Saturday, sources in the provincial administration and officials disclosed that a project aimed at the computerisation of records of lands worth billions of rupees was scrapped in 2005 a few months after it had been initiated following a dispute within the then ruling coalition.


The disclosure appears to strengthen the suspicion of police detectives who said they had reason to believe that arson was responsible for Thursday’s blaze and sent the samples of destroyed documents to a chemical laboratory to establish the fire’s cause.


“In 2005, a private company was assigned the task of computerising the land record across the province and undertaking a survey of Karachi city,” said a source close to the investigation team and the politicians then at the helm of affairs in Sindh.“The then administration took up three major initiatives: computerisation of record, regularization of villages and hamlets across Sindh and a survey of Karachi, which included ongoing allotment of lands and their terms of reference.”

He recalled that the project failed to take off when a rift erupted between the then chief minister and his minister for revenue, which led to the cancellation of the project and reversal of several initiatives taken by the ministry.


Echoing the same views, the then minister for revenue, Imtiaz Sheikh, told Dawn that his political rivalry with former Sindh chief minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim had dealt a bitter blow to several projects being pursued by his ministry.

However, he said he did not know who among the province’s administration pulled the plug on the automation of Karachi surveys and computerisation of the land record after he was removed from the ministry.


Meanwhile, the probe into the Board of Revenue fire became more complex when it emerged on Saturday that the Sindh government had also constituted an independent inquiry committee believing that the scope of the police investigation would be limited. The new inquiry team was apparently established at the orders of chief minister.

It is worth noting that the Sindh governor has already set up an inquiry committee to investigate reasons behind rising fire incidents in the city. The committee will take up the issue next week.

“We have preserved the incident site and there is no movement around that area,” said Akhtar Hussain Memon, DIG (Investigations), who is heading the three-member police investigation team.


“We have collected samples from the spot and sent it to the chemical laboratory to find out the nature of the fire. It would help us find out the reasons behind it. It would not be proper to comment on the fire before we have the chemical report,” he said.

However, a senior Sindh government official said the police investigation should only focus on security measures in their course of inquiry, adding that they were not supposed to find out the reasons [of the fire] without approval from the provincial authorities.


“That’s why the caretaker chief minister himself ordered an inquiry into the incident and the chief secretary is set to nominate officials in that inquiry committee,” said the official. “In such a situation, the scope of a police investigation becomes limited unless we ask them to assist the Sindh government.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 23/03/2008)

Operation against buildings without fire safety: KBCA

The Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) will start an operation from Tuesday (today) that targets all buildings that lack basic fire safety systems and emergency exits.

While more than three thousand buildings in the city had their structure plans approved by the KBCA, these blue-prints had in them provisions for a fire safety system and fire exits, disclosed Chief Controller of Buildings (CCOB), Rauf Akhtar Farooqui, while talking to The News.


These buildings include only those which come in the jurisdiction of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK); it may be kept in view that there would be a large number of such buildings in the rest of the city, which are owned either by the Cantonment Boards or government agencies.


The KBCA chief said that the owners, builders or residents’ associations of all these buildings were previously given a two-week notice that had directed them to install fire safety equipment within the prescribed deadline. 

“The authority gave five more days after the deadline as a last chance to the respective buildings so that they could install the equipment easily,” said Farooqui, emphasising that the authority would now take strict action against the violators.


Though all the towns would be covered in the operation, the building authority has decided to begin with Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town, taking action against the concerned representatives of all those buildings to whom the KBCA had earlier issued notices but have not followed the authority’s directive within the given deadline.

On a query as to why they had picked Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town to begin with, and if this town had the highest number of such buildings, the KBCA chief responded that the decision has nothing to do with the numbers, but is only because the KBCA office is situated in that town.


It may be mentioned here that, owing to the increasing incidents of fires in residential, commercial, industrial and government buildings, City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, had directed the KBCA to ensure that basic fire safety equipment and emergency exits are installed in all buildings that are ground-plus-four and higher.

In this regard, the KBCA had formed survey committees on the town level that carried out surveys and listed all such buildings that did not meet the safety standards. Later, the KBCA had issued notices to the concerned building owners and builders.


The authority plans to disconnect the water supply and sewage connections of all buildings where safety standards are found violated, in addition to other necessary actions that would be taken against the concerned quarters.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 25/03/2008)

KBCA to target buildings without fire-fighting systems


KARACHI: A special team of senior officials of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) will launch operations today (Tuesday) against building owners whose buildings are not equipped with appropriate internal fire-fighting systems, Daily Times learnt Monday.


This operation will begin in Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town where hundreds of commercial buildings, high-rise residential blocks, private hospitals and factories have been served notices to install the proper facilities on their premises.

Sources said that the initiative to serve warning notices to all major buildings including shopping centers, commercial centers, residential blocks, factories and hospitals started seven weeks ago. This step was taken after a number of fires in commercial buildings where the owners failed to install internal fire-fighting systems, said the city nazim.

He also directed KBCA Chief Controller Rauf Akhter Farooqi to conduct a survey of all buildings to find out whether or not they had internal fire fighting systems and fire extinguishers. Farooqi assembled a team, led by Shah Faisal Town Building Control Officer (TBCO) Ashkar Dawar, to collect this information.


Dawar told Daily Times that his team is now ready to take action against building owners who have been warned but have not complied with these directives. “In the first step, we have brought the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) on board to cut off water and sewerage connections to these buildings, but no further strategy has been devised yet,” he said.


The survey also includes all buildings under construction, as well as those which are not yet occupied. When asked how many buildings have been notified, he said that they have no record of such details.


Another KBCA official told Daily Times that the committee had conducted a survey of very limited buildings in other towns, relying on advertisements issued in various newspapers.

“It is very difficult, but not impossible, to serve notices to hundreds of thousands of high-rise buildings located all over the city, with the majority of these buildings being in Saddar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Jamshed towns,” he said.


Daily Times tried to contact KBCA Chief Controller Rauf Akhter Farooqi twice, but he was not immediately available for comment.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 25/03/2008)

Highrises with no firefighting equipment sealed
KARACHI, March 25: Water and sewerage connections of a number of housing complexes lacking firefighting equipment and emergency exit facilities were severed and the buildings were sealed in a joint action launched by the Karachi Building Control Authority and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board on Tuesday.


The campaign was initiated on the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal a couple of weeks after the warning given to the owners and builders of over 2,500 highrises that water and sewerage connections of the buildings would be severed and strict action would be initiated against them if they did not ensure provision of firefighting equipments and emergency exit passages.


In Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town, the authorities cut off water and sewerage connections of projects on Plot No D-32 and 33, Al-Hilal Society, opposite Askari Park; and Plot No 2, Block-3, CP Berar Society.


The KBCA has again warned the owners, builders and residents’ associations of highrise buildings to immediately install firefighting equipment and restore emergency exits.

However, the repeated warnings and the drive launched by the authorities against highrise residential and commercial buildings seem to have failed to yield any positive result as the highrise owners have yet to install firefighting equipment in the buildings and restore their emergency exits.


According to a KBCA spokesperson, action is being initiated against all those highrises (ground-plus-four and above storied buildings), industries and hospitals, which have not installed firefighting equipment and restored emergency exit staircases on the premises of their buildings as the deadline fixed by the KBCA for the provision of such facilities had already expired.


KBCA’s move ‘unjust’

The office-bearers of residents’ associations of a number of highrise residential buildings and complexes, however, have described the KBCA’s move as ‘unjust’ and ‘uncalled for’. They said such an action on the part of the KBCA would amount to punishing the residents and not the builders concerned.

“In fact, it was the sole responsibility of the KBCA to ensure the builders provide firefighting equipment and emergency exit staircases in their highrise residential and commercial buildings before they got completion certificates in favour of their projects and also prior to the occupation of such highrise buildings by the allottees,” they said.


Expressing surprise over the KBCA’s plans, they said the authority intended to take action against the allottees of the projects by severing their buildings’ water and sewerage connections instead of compelling builders to provide the required facilities.


They were of the view that the KBCA could force the defaulting builders to provide firefighting equipments and emergency exit staircases in highrise residential and commercial projects by withholding the NOC (No-objection certificates) of their new housing/commercial projects till they ensure installation of such facilities in their sold-out projects. Besides, they said that the government could declare such builders blacklisted to ensure provision of requisite facilities.


However, they said, it seemed as if the building control authority was bent upon punishing the allottees by severing the water and sewerage connections of their buildings for no fault of theirs. They hoped that the KBCA would review its ‘anti-allottees policy’ and focus its attention towards penalising the builders and officials concerned for not ensuring provision of firefighting equipment and emergency exit passages in the highrises prior to their occupation by allottees.

(Dawn-18, 26/03/2008)

KBCA cuts off water supply of buildings

Water and sewerage connections of buildings in Gulshan-e-Iqbal which do not conform to fire safety standards were cut off Tuesday as part of a joint operation conducted by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). The action was taken when the building authorities concerned failed to install fire safety equipment despite repeated warnings from the KBCA.


According to a press statement issued Monday, the KBCA has disconnected water and sewage connections of buildings situated on plots D-32 and D-33 in Al-Hilal Society (opposite to Askari Park) and on Plot No. 2 in Block 3, CP&BR Society.


Moreover, keeping the inconvenience of families settled in the residential apartments in Al-Hamra Phase 1 and 2 of the Bahar Muslim Cooperative Society, the KBCA has not disconnected their water and sewage connections. It has instead demolished 30 flats that were under the ownership of the builders concerned, the press release said.

The operation took place in the presence of the town building officer, Sultan Zuberi, engineers from the water board and other town municipal officers.

(The News-14, 26/03/2008)

Woman fights builders to keep common passage


KARACHI: The principle of “live and let live” shall be followed, observed a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) here on Tuesday while hearing an appeal filed by a woman challenging and obstructing the construction of Al-Najeebi Electronics market.

The appeal was filed by Tausifa Murtaza against Syed Razi Ahmed Hashmi and twenty others. The appellants maintain that the respondents are encroaching upon space meant for common passage and use. She also alleged that the builder of the market is also violating the approved building plan and rules and regulations of the KBCA.

As the arguments were heard at length, at the fag end of the proceedings the bench advised the appellant/petitioner to accept the respondents’ handsome offer.


Khawaja Shamsul Islam advocate, appearing for the respondent builder, made several offers including the purchase of land or shops owned by the appellant at open market rates, the reconstruction of her shops and even to furnish them.

Third-party interests have been created and there are 1,500 allottees (shops/offices), he argued. If our market comes into business, the appellant would also be greatly benefited, he submitted, assuring the appellant and court that she would not be disturbed in any manner. He also prayed the court to vacate the stay order, which according to him, was obtained behind the respondents’ back.


The stay was obtained in chambers, he said, adding that the KBCA’s lawyer made a wrong statement that the authority had granted permission for a ground-plus-nine storey structure whereas a ground-plus-15 storey structure had been approved.


One member of the bench asked the appellant to consider the golden offer by the respondents and said that in fact the cost should have been imposed as the petition was frivolous. Later, the court ordered to treat the matter part heard and adjourned the proceedings till noon Wednesday for a decision if the parties failed to arrive at a deal.

If this failed, the case would be decided on merit, the bench observed, giving the appellant a chance to consult their lawyers Barrister Naeem-ur-Rahman and Khursheed Jawed advocates.


Earlier, a Supreme Court full bench declined to hear the appeal by the appellant on the grounds that the SHC was seized with the matter.

(DailyTimes-B1, 26/03/2008)

Historic child rights documents also gutted

The much-publicised fire at the Board of Revenue offices also destroyed the 40-year-old office of the Children’s Helpline which works under the Sindh social welfare department. The fire which erupted Thursday destroyed various important documents pertaining to missing children and other child rights issues.


Unfortunately, the Children’s Helpline number (1121) is no longer functional. Organisations and parents who were expecting news of their missing children through the Helpline have therefore lost all hope because the office needsmore time and funds to reactivate itself and compile all the old records again.


The burnt records include old files, books, CDs, videos, photographs and research studies comprising information about runaway children, underage camel jockeys, street children, missing children and juvenile prisoners.

“It was an official holiday and we were at home when we heard the sad news. Upon reaching the location we saw only ashes, stones and pieces of burnt wood,” said an official who asked to not be named.

“We had compiled all the material and established a Children Resource Centre to facilitate students of different universities, researchers, government personnel and NGOs that work for the welfare of children,” he said. “These documents contained 40 years of the history of children’s rights in Pakistan. The department was working in coordination with other related organizations from the federal and provincial governments, as well as NGOs.”


Students of social sciences studying at the University of Karachi (KU) and the Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST) also benefited from these records, the official maintained.

The office was also working as the provincial commission for child welfare and development under the federal commission for the rights of children.


The department had reviewed laws pertaining to children’s rights, including child sexual abuse, street children and juvenile justice, and had designed suggestions for required amendments and proper implementation. These documents were also destroyed.

(The News-14, 27/03/2008)

CDGK land donation leads to evictions for staffers


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) recent decision to present a plot located on Chand Bibi Road to the Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation has resulted in the displacement of several families. 


The City Council had approved a resolution on August 4 2007, allocating 989 square-yards of the 17,372 square-yards plot No. 1, RC-10 on Chand Bibi Road to the SIUT for public welfare projects. However, it was made clear in the resolution that ownership of the plot will remain with the CDGK.


The plot once housed the Epidemic Hospital and after the hospital’s closure, residences for retired Karachi Municipal Corporation doctors and paramedical staff were constructed at the site. The CDGK has issued notices to the families for vacating the premises, with some residents allegedly receiving threats by city government inspectors. 


“Although doctors too earn modest salaries, they are more sufficient than the other CDGK officials residing here. The government has to provide alternate accommodation to the displaced families,” said an official requesting anonymity. 


He informed that four of the apartments were allotted to low-grade officials, such as laboratory technicians, machine men and others. “These officials have very limited salaries and will face many difficulties in renting or purchasing modest accommodation in any part of the city. After Land Department Inspector Chaudhry Nazeer threatened to forcibly evacuate us, we inquired about a small flat in a nearby locality. The advance for the apartment is Rs 50,000 and the monthly rent is Rs 6,000. It is impossible for us to spend Rs 6,000, out of a salary of Rs 8,000, on the rent, ” said the official.

Another official told Daily Times that the CDGK also vacated another residential block adjacent to the flats but had provided the residents with alternate accommodation, along with monetary compensation. 

“Around 12 families of sweepers had been given 80 square yard plots in Musharraf Colony and Baldia Town and received an amount equal to 36 basic salaries for construction. 14 other families of the nursing staff, technicians and other paramedical staff also received 160 square yards plots besides 36 basic salaries,” he said. 


The affected families have requested City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and District Coordination Officer Karachi Javed Hanif for assistance. “We have submitted our appeals to the city nazim but have not received any response yet,” said another displaced official. However, District Officer Accommodation Riaz Ahmed Khatri told Daily Times that the plot is the CDGK’s property as it has been utilized by the Civil Hospital Karachi Outpatient Department and also for accommodation of doctors and paramedical staff of the CHK. He said that the DCO Karachi dismissed the requests of alternate accommodation. “The CDGK provided the facility in the past but it is now being withdrawn,” he said.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 29/03/2008)

Emaar balloting on 31st

KARACHI: Emaar Pakistan, the country subsidiary of property developer Emaar Properties PJSC, will hold balloting for registered customers of Crescent Bay development on March 31, Monday. 


Potential customers who registered will be selected from the lot for a right to purchase homes and office space within the master-planned community. 


Customers registered in Karachi, Islamabad and Dubai and Emaar Pakistan has commissioned the service of a third party to conduct the balloting. Its MD is Mohammed Al-Falasi. 

The results will be displayed on the Emaar corporate website (www.emaar.com) within a week. All successful applicants will also receive a letter from Emaar which will outline the purchase procedures. In addition, information on the sales process and ballot results, amongst other queries can be obtained through Emaar’s toll free number 0800-EMAAR (36227). Moreover other applicants can continue to participate in the future launches within Crescent Bay. 


Crescent Bay is part of the multi-billion dollar development projects Emaar has announced in Pakistan. It is part of Karachi’s DHA Phase 8, which includes the DHA Golf Course and is located near Karachi’s central business district. Crescent Bay covers 108 acres, and will include high and mid-rise towers for residential and commercial use, all replete with comprehensive amenities. The master-planned community will include a shopping centre as well as a 5-star beachfront hotel. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/03/2008)

Govt help sought in Manora temple’s renovation
KARACHI, March 30: Sitting on the edge of Manora beach, the temple dedicated to the god Varuna has endured the test of time. Its grandeur stands immaculate amid visible signs of vandalism, official neglect and utter disregard that have been shown to the religious place for over 60 years. Unfortunately, the situation today hasn’t changed much.
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The temple was being used as a storeroom by a restaurant owner, who has allegedly occupied a portion of the temple, before members of the Pakistan Hindu Council (PHC) intervened and took up the issue with the cantonment board officials. During these decades of neglect, many idols have either been stolen or broken while a garbage dump lies in front of the mandir.


“We are allowed to carry out renovations and restore the status of the mandir, but we need the government’s help in this respect because the job involves a lot of technical expertise and expenses,” said Hari Motwani, PHC general-secretary, who made a special reference to late Visho Anand Tharwani, a former PHC office-bearer, and commended his services for the temple’s cause.

When asked why the community took so long in raising the issue, he said the main reason was the absence of a single platform from where the community could address their problems. Now, with the formation of the council two years ago, a strong body has emerged to represent the Hindus.


An old picture of the temple, available on the net, shows that during the British era, it was secured by a boundary wall, which has disappeared over the decades. Today, the entire temple is in disarray. It is exposed to human interference from all corners while the main entrances into the temple premises and inside the temple, along with a small portion where idols of Hanuman and Lord Shiva are kept, are closed with bricks. The council is in the process of building a boundary wall.


Security concerns

“Security is a big issue. Recently, some people came in and broke the statues of four deities. It’s difficult to stop people from entering into the temple premises since a large portion is still open and visitors attempt to go inside,” said one of the two guards employed recently by the PHC for security purposes.


According to Jivraj K. Maheshwary, a priest appointed by the council, unscrupulous elements had built concrete sheds outside the temple which were removed by the council. The damage to the temple is extensive and hardly any idols are left intact today. The presence of a water tank and a well are indicative of the time when the place used to be frequented by a large number of people.

Though the upper part of the temple’s façade has remained safe from vandalism, it has been eroded by the salt-laden sea breeze. Perhaps that could be the reason some philanthropists, whose names could be seen inscribed on different memorial plaques, thought of tiling the lower, outside portion and the temple’s floor to strengthen its structure. This rationale aside, the tiles in the temple, which no doubt are beautiful in their own way, do not match or, to an extent, affect the beauty and grandeur of the temple.

The tiling – damaged and removed from many places – was carried out in different periods before Partition according to the information inscribed on these tablets. For instance, one tablet inside the temple says, “These tiles and one photo have been presented by Seth Kimatrai, Seth Navalrai, Seth Vishindas, Seth Tejumal in memory of their respected father late Seth Assomal Rochitam Khivani Punjabi, Karachi, 12-4-1937.”


The temple in history

However, there is no sign indicating the exact date of the temple’s construction. “I couldn’t find any official record about its history despite writing many times to the cantonment board officials. In a reply, they asked me to contact the Military Estates Officer, Karachi Circle, for the purpose,” claims Jivraj.

On the other hand, one finds some references to the temple in books on Karachi’s history such as My Motherland, My People, by Lokram Dodeja and Karachi tareekh ke aiyne main by Mohammad Usman Damohi. With a picture taken in 1922 on Manora Island, Dodeja talks about an ancient temple, surrounded by the sea, but which had a well of sweet water.


For the restoration of the mandir, the community faces problems on many fronts. The foremost being the supply of water and sewerage system. Also, Jivraj claims that they had been asked to demolish a part of the boundary wall because a road was being planned for the naval academy’s expansion.


Giving their version of the issue, Pakistan Navy’s PRO Salman Ali said: “The road will run along the boundary wall and in no way harm the mandir’s sanctity. In fact, we made some changes in the road’s map to accommodate their concerns. However, the restaurant, which exists in the master plan, will not be removed.” He also said that the responsibility for provision of water and sewerage system lies with the nazim. About the legal status of the temple, Evacuee Property Trust Board deputy-administrator Mir Waiz said it didn’t come under their jurisdiction. However, he said his team would visit the temple soon to see its condition. Regarding any monetary support for the temple’s renovation, he said that if the PHC made a request, the board would definitely consider it.

(By Faiza Ilyas, Dawn-13, 31/03/2008)

BoR blaze an attempt to deprive legitimate allottees of KDA Scheme No 36

The eruption of a mysterious fire at the Revenue Department on March 20 has disconcerted legitimate allottees of KDA Scheme No 36, who believe that the blaze was not a coincidence but a conscious act prompted by land grabbers.

They believe that the records of Scheme 36 were set ablaze as part of a deliberate effort to destroy documents and ultimately avoid an inquiry that was in process at the time. The inquiry, they say, was set to give a decision against the land grabbers when the incident occurred.


Along with the structure, decades-old, valuable records of the Sindh Board of Revenue (BoR) as well as those of some other government departments were reduced to ashes when a suspicious fire broke out in the record room of the BoR offices located in Barrack 79 of the Sindh Secretariat, Karachi, on the morning of March 20.

The intensity of the blaze could be judged from the fact that, despite all efforts by the city firefighters, the fire engulfed the entire building and reduced it to ashes within a few hours. 

Some of the allottees, who had deposited all their dues, accuse a certain group of land grabbers of occupying their land illegally. According to them, the modus operandi of the alleged land grabbers is to occupy tracts of land for a short period and then dispose of it by selling it off to others.


An allottee, Muhammad Ismail Shaheedi, tells The News that the Karachi Development Authority (KDA) allotted plots of different sizes, through balloting, in 1985 under the KDA Scheme No 36 project in Gulistan-e-Johar, Block No 6. 

According to him, 404 allottees were given plots in the scheme, but were unable to get possession of the land despite depositing their respective dues.


Three cases – Suit No 762/1995, CP-1608/1609/05 and CP-261/07 – are under trial in the Sindh High Court (SHC) in this regard. Shaheedi, who has many relevant documents in this case, says that the alleged land grabbers filed a petition (CP-404/05) in the same context as well and the court had issued a judgment against them. According to him, the alleged land grabbers have been using delay tactics in these cases to multiply the miseries of the allottees concerned.


In Suit No 762/1995, the remarks of honorable judge on November 20, 2007, are made as: “By consent adjourned to 12.12.07, at 11:00am. It is made clear that no further adjournment will be granted on any grounds.”

Shaheedi has also approached different organisations, such as the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) and the United Nations, to get justice.


In addition, he has also appealed to the president of Pakistan to help him get possession of his plot. In the appeal addressed to the president, he says that the alleged land grabbers have filed bunch of cases against innocent allottees to harass them. 


In his appeal, he also maintains that, as an inquiry was in process against the Board of Revenue in this context, the record of the board was set ablaze to avoid the consequences.

“I am 63 years old and I wish that justice should be given to me during my lifetime. There are many other widows and orphans who would also remember you in their prayers if they are awarded justice,” he writes to the president.


According to some real estate dealers, the price of a plot measuring 240 square yards in the said scheme is valued at around Rs6 million. The price of a 400 square yard plot is around Rs10 million and that of 600 square yards is around Rs150 million. 

Another allottee, Qaisar Ahmed Saigol, in an appeal addressed to the chairman of NAB, stated that land grabbers have illegally occupied his plot – an entire tract of land in Block-6 of Gulistan-Johar, KDA Scheme No. 36 – and deployed armed men around it to intimidate the original allottees. These persons, says Saigol, are extending threats of dire consequences to original allottees.

He maintained in his application sent to NAB that the land grabbers have good relations with powerful political personalities and higher authorities, and, being influential persons themselves, they are putting pressure on innocent allottees by extending threats and blackmailing them.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 31/03/2008)

Devolution of KAA remains contentious

The Sindh minister for local government (LG) has convened a meeting on Monday of the Katchi Abadi Authority (KAA) in order to devolve the KAA into districts and towns. This however, is contrary to clear directives issued by the Sindh LG secretary, who said that the KAA could not be devolved under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance 2002 (SLGO).

Officials told The News that the dispute began when the caretaker LG minister, who is also the KAA chairman, directed the KAA deputy director to convene a meeting for devolving the Katchi Abadi Authority.


The LG administrative secretary, Aftab Memon, however advised the caretaker minister through a letter on Saturday to cancel the meeting because firstly, he had no power to devolve departments, and secondly, the KAA was not in the SLGO’s devolving lists.


Officials speaking on conditions of anonymity said that the purpose of devolving the KAA was to dispose of prime lands in Karachi, including shanties in Boating Basin (Clifton), Musa Lane (Nazimabad), and other areas.


Authorities pointed out that the previous PML-Q lead coalition government had taken many steps to devolve the KAA during the last five years. Three LG ministers were changed, and four departmental secretaries were also transferred due to their failure to devolve the authority.


A former departmental secretary Mirza Karim Baig had also moved a summary to the chief minister for this purpose and the then-chief minister Arbab Rahim had approved it, subject to approval from the finance department and under the provision of the SLGO. After this, the then-finance secretary had also approved the plan, subject to the approval of authorities concerned in the finance department. The plan was halted however, due to restrictions under the SLGO. 


Meanwhile, the caretaker prime minister moved the summary again on February 14, 2008. It is yet to be approved by the caretaker sindh chief minister. A former departmental secretary, Fazalur Rehman, had also refused to obey the instructions of the caretaker LG minister and was transferred as a result. 

The caretaker LG minister made further efforts to complete this task and finally succeeded in convening a meeting. Officials said that, before convening the meeting, the KAA director general (DG) was transferred ostensibly because he refused to obey the orders of the minister. The charge of the DG was given to deputy director Irfan Memon who convened the meeting.


Authorities concerned said that a DG, four Nazims, four MPAs, four DCOs, the LG secretary and the LG minister as the chairman, constitute the 14-member KAA board. The board is currently incomplete however, because the MPAs have not been included in it. Their inclusion is mandatory in order to provide legal cover to the KAA through the provincial assembly.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-13, 31/03/2008)

The inheritance of loss

In the heart of the city – Saddar — lies the 118-year-old heritage landmark of Karachi, the Empress Market, whose colonial style architecture and various nooks and crannies have inspired many an artist and photographer to use it as a subject in their work. Sadly enough, Empress Market is no more the stuff that paintings and photographs are made of. If anything, it has been rendered derelict by years of recklessness. For instance, the famed clock on the tower of the market does not work while the old, teakwood windows urgently require repairs.


Named after Queen Victoria, the Empress of the British Empire in South Asia, the Empress Market was built in 1889. Located in the centre of the city, the market was frequented by Anglo-Indian senior citizens perched on Victoria carts.


After Partition, however, the market was under the control of the now-defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation (KMC). Currently, the market comes under the jurisdiction of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), a fact which the latter is seemingly oblivious to, given that KMC is still displayed on a rickety board hung on the main building. 


Over the years, vendors selling their wares on pushcarts have encroached upon the area. Often, these vendors operate here with the support of the police. For example, a woman selling dry fruit on the footpath opposite the market claimed that her husband pays off the police in order for her to continue using that land.


Furthermore the market has been invaded by vendors and private loading vehicles. Such encroachments continue to be overlooked by the CDGK’s anti-encroachment staff as well as the Saddar town’s administration.


The Executive District Officers (EDO), Works and Services Department, Nisar Sario was contacted in this regard who admitted that there has been a lapse in the maintenance and repair of the building. Sario said that such buildings require huge funds for repair and maintenance, which the CDGK doesn’t have. Moreover, Sario said that he suggested a survey of such old buildings to the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, so that a sufficient budget could be allocated for their renovation.

Although there is also a department at the CDGK which is supposed to take care of old buildings in the city government’s jurisdiction, it appears that the entire budget allocated for this purpose is wasted.


In contrast to the situation of the Empress Market, the former commissioner office — now the DCO camp office — is being renovated these days and is being maintained at a cost of millions of rupees. There are several buildings which need renovation and beautification. Sario identified the areas near the defunct KMC workshop, Ramswami areas and old Karachi localities.


While talking about the kind of people that visit the market, Sario agreed that all sorts of shady characters frequent the area which is why most people prefer to stay away, especially since there are no security arrangements.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 31/03/2008)

APRIL

KPT land scam case put off

KARACHI, March 31: The Accountability Court-I, Karachi, on Monday adjourned the hearing of the KPT land scam case filed against R.B. Rahu and others till Tuesday for further arguments by the defence counsel on an application moved by the accused under Section 7 of the National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO-2007) read with Section 265-K of the CrPC.

The case pertains to the allotment of 75 acres of KPT land at Mai Kolachi to certain influential figures allegedly at throwaway prices. According to the charge-sheet, the land worth Rs3,000 million were sold for Rs204.97 million.

Meanwhile, the Accountability Court-V, Karachi, on Monday adjourned the hearing of a case against Ahmed Yar Malik of the Ex-Servicemen Cooperative Housing Society till April 22 due to the transfer of the presiding officer concerned to the Sindh High Court.


The court was to hear an application filed by the accused under Section 265-K of the Cr.PC.

According to the prosecution, the accused, in connivance with the co-accused, Fazalur Rahman, had constructed a mausoleum at the housing society and allotted plots to non-members and misappropriated over Rs12 million.

Another case, filed against a Nadra assistant, Hadi Buksh Siyal, was also put off till April 3 due to the illness of the witness in the case.


Siyal is accused of amassing over Rs46 million through corruption and bribery.

(Dawn-18, 01/04/2008)

Construction of Surjani 5000 Road to begin, says Nazim

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has announced that work on the construction of Surjani 5000 Road, from Zero Point to 10000 Road, has commenced at a cost of Rs250 million. He said this at the opening of a two km road constructed by the city government in Surjani Town at a cost of Rs21.5 million.


The city Nazim said that the hundreds of kilometres of roads, flyovers and underpasses constructed by the city government in the last two years have helped to solve the transport jams in the city. 

Kamal said that the 5000 Road in Surjani Town would also have a storm water drainage facility and service road on both sides of the track. He also instructed PD Surjani to take immediate measures for the removal of encroachments from the Jam Chakro area so that the government land could be vacated from the occupation of the land mafia and used for public welfare projects. 

He said that the city government had, during the last two years, paid more attention to the suburban areas and completed billions of rupees worth of projects after which the travel duration in these areas had reduced considerably. 

He said that the area of Surjani Town was in the past facing enormous problems, however, the city government had paid special attention here and now it had been directly linked with Sharea Faisal through the Signal-Free Corridor-II.

(The News-14, 01/04/2008)

Of rising fare prices and rickety, old buses

The citizens of the city, already suffering at the hands of inflation especially those who use public transport, have been left to deal with yet another setback after the Sindh Government’s decision – an official announcement — to increase bus fares by two rupees per stage. 


This increase is going to add another Rs1,500 to Rs2,000 in the monthly expenditure of an average Karachiite who travels by public transport. Many of them want to know what they are getting in return from the transporters who have benefited by this decision.


The citizens are fed up with the less-than-satisfactory conditions of the city’s public transport being operated by those who have a vested interest. Most passengers do not find seats. Some even travel by foot while others travel on the roofs of the buses. Moreover, these unfit buses often break down on the way, thus inconveniencing the passengers. These transporters, who are outraged by the increase in fuel prices saying that they do not want to add to the problems of the commuters, frequently take a mid-route break since they do not want to drive empty vehicles (when there are no passengers). In that case, they shift the handful of passengers that are left in the bus/coach (half-way through the journey) to another one. This is most irksome for commuters.


Not only this but also working women encounter tremendous difficulties while using public transport as these buses hardly provide an environment conducive to female travellers. For instance, men are often found travelling the ladies compartment and conductors often misbehave with them as well using abusive language. Their complaints are repeatedly ignored as well.


As if all this wasn’t enough, the government has put extra pressure on the masses by raising the fare even though the provincial minister has said that transporters have agreed to switch from diesel to CNG buses. He also said that transporters have agreed to maintain the fitness standards, along with including a medical exam for drivers at the time of their driving test. Additionally, it was also said that the police would take action against the carrying of male passengers in the female section of the buses. Interestingly enough, the regulations imposed by the Sindh government on the transporters have always been there but they have never been implemented. 

It is worth mentioning here that several drives regarding the use of the ladies’ compartment for men have failed to bring results. Moreover, transporters bribe the motor vehicle inspectors in order to get a fitness certificate. As far as drivers’ medical examination is concerned, the transporters also bribe officers at driving licence offices to get a permit.

More importantly, the provincial government has also increased the per kilometre fare of taxis and rickshaws. However, since these vehicles are using LPG and CNG, they have not been affected as such by the increase in petrol prices. Thus, the announcement by Sindh Government has set a precedent for them to demand high fares. This really makes one wonder why this decision was taken in the first place. It also makes one question the authority of the officials in question and whether or not they are really qualified for the positions given to them.


Experts believe that this is high time the government introduced its own public transport which is the only solution to the problems associated with the commuters as in all big cities of the world, a government-run public transport system facilitates the masses. 


The newly elected government will have to meet the expectations of the people of the city by giving them some relief either by launching their own public transport or introducing reputable private companies to cater to the needs of city’s transport demands, which, going by the state of affairs, will certainly be a challenge.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 01/04/2008)

Over 3,000 govt plots allotted without approval in Karachi

ISLAMABAD: A minister in the Shaukat Aziz government issued unauthorised and unapproved ownership certificates two years ago to more than 3,000 persons in Karachi on his own authority, without any government approved policy. According to one estimate, the value of this government property is more than Rs 200 billion.


The Housing and Works Secretary, Abdul Rauf Chaudhry, told The News the issue would be taken up before the new government as the then minister had awarded the ownership eligibility certificates to residents of the government-owned accommodation in Karachi in more than 3,050 cases.


Rauf Chaudhry said while the former prime minister had constituted a committee to discuss a proposal for issuing the ownership eligibility certificates to the occupants of government houses, having long stay in Islamabad and Karachi, the then minister, Syed Safwanullah, issued the proposed certificates on his own and without waiting for the approval of the policy.


The housing secretary said many of those, who had been issued bogus certificates, had already sold the government property. He said the ministry apprehended massive litigation if it re-claimed the property and, therefore, the issue was now being brought up before the new minister and the cabinet for decision.


The government-owned residential accommodation in question is located at Jahangir Road, Martin Road, Clayton Road, Jamshed Quarters, Patel Para and Pakistan Quarters. Safwanullah, however, when contacted, said a cabinet committee under the then prime minister had recommended re-developing the area.

He said the recommendation was to give the present occupants shelter in the re-developed structures. Safwanullah, admitting that the said recommendation was never approved by the cabinet, said he had issued the eligibility certificate to residents of more than 3,000 government-owned houses/quarters in Karachi to ensure that the claimants of the ownership did not change once the government took a decision on the cabinet committee's recommendation.


The minister said the title of properties in question was not changed; rather only the ownership eligibility certificates were issued. The former minister, who belongs to the MQM, insisted that similar certificates were issued to the occupants of G-6 residents in Islamabad. Officials in the federal housing ministry, however, denied that any such certificate was ever issued to anyone in Islamabad.


These officials also revealed that the recommendation of the cabinet committee was not for the Karachi property but for the G-6 Sector in Islamabad. The recommendation, it is said, was to re-develop the G-6 Sector by building multi-storey flats for the accommodation of civil servants. It was also recommended that long-time occupants, including retired employees and widows, would be allotted a set of flats on ownership basis.


According to a fact-finding report, submitted by Estate Officer Sher Afzal Khan on Feb 12, 2008, serious blunders were committed in the process leading to the issuance of eligibility of ownership certificates. The report said for "extraneous considerations", the government accommodation was doled out in complete violation of the law and rules.

The estate officer, who visited Karachi to conduct the inquiry, said a novel method was invented and the concept of eligibility certificates was introduced for the transfer of valuable state-owned property on the desire of the then minister for housing in 2005 without getting the approval of the federal cabinet.

"In fact, no policy decision was taken at the competent level and statements of inquiry witnesses confirm that the matter remained confined to the Estate Office, Karachi. The then estate officer, Ghulam Abbas Baloch was specially sent to Karachi on the directive of the then minister for housing and works to accomplish the task," the report reveals.

"It is noteworthy to mention that the substance of eligibility of Ownership Certificates does not appear to have been drafted in consultation with the Ministry of Law, Justice and Human Rights as it is devoid of legal wisdom and does not quote the authority of law as sanction behind it," the report said, adding in most of the cases these certificates had nothing to do with authorised occupants but only names of persons were entered without any verification, who was predetermined to be the beneficiaries.

"A further inquiry into the matter revealed that only a non-verified claim of occupancy was made a basis for declaring them eligible for certificate of eligibility for ownership. The survey of occupants was conducted in a prescribed manner under the supervision of a sector in-charge of the MQM." The inquiry officer recommended to the government that certificates of eligibility of ownership may be revoked immediately.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 02/04/2008)

Cantt, DHA residents owe Rs 150 billion in taxes


KARACHI: The residents of all phases of the Defense Housing Authority DHA and Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) owe 150 billion rupees in taxes, the administration has claimed. “The residents have not paid their water, property and conservancy taxes since 1990,” informed an official of the cantonment. He said that in spite of the negligence and irresponsibility of the residents, the administration has continuously provided services - cleanliness, garbage collection, water, street lighting and other minor development work in different areas.


“So far a total of more than Rs 150 billion have been declared arrears due by the residents of all phases of DHA and Blocks 8 and 9 of Clifton. The remaining blocks of Clifton come under the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). Of the total, Rs 43 million are payments for water supply. House tax arrears are above Rs 80 billion,” said the official.


The total number of taxpayers is over 50,000, residing in DHA and all slums, including Punjab colony, Delhi colony, Chandio village, Chaudhry Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Colony, Pak Jamhuria colony, Madniabad, lower Gizri. 

“The residents of these localities are also not paying taxes, which is unfair to those paying taxes. The residents paying taxes are being deprived of their basic rights of development. If the residents do not cooperate with the administration by clearing their arrears, their names will be put on display in all the newspapers,” warned the official. 


The proposed budget for the Cantonment for 2007-08 was Rs 1.2 billion, which included all development and maintenance work. Furthermore, it was decided that the CBC would notify residents of the non-payment of taxes through leading newspapers and ask them to clear their dues within ten days of the publication of the advertisement. Moreover, a meeting of the Executive Board of the CBC on the collection of revenue taxes from DHA residents was held at its office a few days back and chaired by CBC Executive Officer Zeenat Ahmad. During the meeting, Ahmad said that due to the non-payment of taxes the CBC was facing problems in undertaking development works in the area. “It all depends upon the recovery of tax; only then can the administration carry out development work,” Ahmad informed the participants.

If the dues are not paid before the deadline, action will be taken against the defaulters in accordance with Section 259 of the Cantt Act 1924 which says that the utility services connection of the defaulters would be severed on non-payment of taxes or facilities and services offered by the cantonment to the residents.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 02/04/2008)

40 villagers take army to court over 2,000 acres in Bin Qasim


KARACHI: Forty villagers from Bin Qasim Town have filed a case against a Malir official, the Corps Commander and the Ministry of Defense for attempting to remove them from their ancestral homes. The authorities have in turn challenged their land title papers.


Haji Adam and 39 other villagers of Goth Haji Adam Johkiyo Salar, Goth Dodo Kambher Jokhiyo Salar, Goth Wali Dad Jokhiyo Salar and Goth Halo Johkiyo Salar filed the case. A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan fixed it for arguments on Wednesday.

The case is against a senior member of the Board of Revenue, the Mukhtiarkar of District Malir, the Corps Commander of Karachi and the Secretary of the Ministry of Defense and when it came up for hearing, Deputy Attorney General Rizwan Ahmed Siddiqui and Additional Advocate General (AAG) Abbas Ali said that it was not maintainable as they challenged the petitioners’ title documents.


In its order, the judges put off the hearing and noted that both the law officers “disputed the documents relied upon by the petitioners and state that the arguments need to be heard on the point of maintainability of the petition for reason that the documents relied upon by the petitioners are not admitted by the respondents and detailed evidence would be needed to be recorded in proof of all such documents”. The court acceded to the request by the state counsel and adjourned the matter for arguments on April 29.


The petitioners maintained that they are the lawful owners of 2,000 acres of land which is the only source of their livelihood and the land was devolved to them by inheritance since 1820.

They also maintain that the land was allotted to them as Forest Lease and was later given to them on lease for 10 years, 30 years and the 7th Form. The petitioners maintain that they have paid lease money to the Sindh Board of Revenue in addition to making all the payments for all government levies, including Ushr, Dhal etc.


To support their claim that the villages are old, they maintain that the villages existed in the Deh Map of British India and that the names of the petitioners appear in the electoral lists for all the elections held so far in the country. The petitioners alleged that the army was trying to dispossess them of their ancestral land. According to documents placed on record for the SHC, in the case the land was required from a target area, Anti-Tank Firing range, maneuvering area.

(By AR Qureshi, DailyTimes-B1, 03/04/2008)

Senior officials found involved in land scam
KARACHI, April 3: An inquiry into the fraudulent conversion of the status of a plot measuring 4,734 square yards to commercial, has found four senior officials of the city government’s land management department (LM-II) responsible for the issuance of illegal mutation orders in this regard.

Besides, the officials involved in the scam were not authorized to either renew the lease or order the transfer of the said plot reportedly an evacuee property.

According to the sources in the city government, the executive district officer (Revenue) had appointed the CDGK’s additional district officer (Revenue-II) to conduct a probe into the matter regarding the illegal conversion of Plot No15, Sheet No CL-7, Civil Line Quarters. The investigating officer after conducting thorough research has recommended action against the officials involved in the issuance of unlawful mutation orders in respect of the plot.


In his report, the inquiry officer has stated that according to the Record of Rights, Plot No 15, Sheet No CL-7, Civil Lines Quarters, Karachi, measuring 4,734 square yards, was originally leased for a period of 99 years with effect from July 28, 1879 on B-I form of lease which expired on July 28, 1978. Subsequently, the lease was renewed further for another 99 years with effect from July 28, 1978. However, no record is available in the record file showing whether the plot lease was renewed or not and on whose name, the report says.


It pointed out that the plot in question was purely a residential plot and not a commercial plot as per the past record available with the relevant department and as such the record clerk, Mohammad Shahid Iqbal, currently working as deputy district officer, had provided incorrect status of the said plot as a commercial one.

Besides, when the district officer (LM-II) had inquired about the status of the plot in question from the assistant district officer, it was shown as commercial, which, according to the inquiry officer, was incorrect.


The report further said that a meeting held in the committee room of the DCO had determined that the plot in question had never been commercialised officially. During the same meeting, the remarks of extract and confirmation made by the ADO (Record) were termed as manipulation of records and subsequently, the entry got cancelled on Sept 26, 2007.

Elaborating, the report said that district officer (LM-II) had also confirmed that the plot had never been commercialized by the competent authority or processed in his office or Master Plan Group of Offices nor any commercialisation fee was received in this record.


The inquiry officer stated that the deputy district officer and district officer (LM-II) seemed to be negligent in the above mutation case and their carelessness resulted into the unlawful mutation of the said plot in collaboration with the officers of land department (LM-II).


Mentioning that the property bearing No 15, CL-7, Civil Lines Quarters, Karachi, has been declared as “Evacuee Property” as per the notification issued by the federal government on July 15, 1963, the inquiry officer has questioned as to how the evacuee property has been transferred and renewed by the persons involved in it. Recommending action against officers allegedly involved in the plots’ mutation, the inquiry officer has stated that they may be given show-cause notices under the special powers of SLGO-2000.


According to the inquiry report, the officials involved in the unlawful mutation case pertaining to the plot include district officer (LM-II), assistant district officer (LM-II), deputy district officer, Saddar Town-II, and deputy district officer Scrutiny, Saddar Town.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-18, 04/04/2008)

Officials exceeded powers in granting approvals: SHC
Commercialisation of plot part invalidated

KARACHI, April 4: The Sindh High Court on Friday invalidated bifurcation of a residential plot and commercialisation of the sub-divided plot for construction of an apartment block with shops on the ground floor.

Two residents of Mohammad Ali Jauhar Cooperative Housing Society, Zahid Saeed and Humayun Qureshi, moved the high court against sub-division of a 2000-square-yard plot (44/A) in their vicinity into a 1444-square-yard residential plot numbered 44/A and a 555-square-yard renumbered 44/A-1. The smaller portion was commercialised by the owner-builders, Mohammad Siddique Mohammad Awais, and a ground-plus-nine residential-cum-commercial plaza named “Sana Heights” was raised on it. The petitioners said the sub-division and conversion created a nuisance and were an infringement of their easement rights.


The petition was disposed of by a division bench in March 2007 with the observation that “conversion of a sub-divided residential plot into commercial premises without due observance of the provisions of the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations, 1979, is against law and cannot be sustained. Consequently, any super-structure built on illegal foundation cannot be sustained. Resultantly, the petition is allowed.”


The respondent builders challenged the short order before the Supreme Court but since the detailed judgment was not available even after a lapse of 10 months, the Supreme Court remanded the case to the high court for rehearing. The builders submitted that the sub-plot was commercialised by the federal ministry of housing and works in 1991. All legal formalities, including the permission of the master plan and environmental control department of (the since defunct) Karachi Development Authority and subsequently of the city district government and sanction of the Karachi Building Control Authority, were duly completed. The petitioners, the respondents said, had no case as all the requisite no-objection certificates were obtained from the various authorities.

The respondents also said the plot was got bifurcated by the original lessee, Ms Farhat Salim, in 1979 and she sold the sub-divided residential and commercial plots in 1992 to M/s Younus Brothers, who sold it to them. They were raising construction on the commercialised plot in accordance with a KBCA-approved plan.

On remand from the Supreme Court, the petition was heard by a division bench consisting of Justices Yasmin Abbasy and Furrukh Zia G. Shaikh. Representing the petitioners, Advocate Iqbal Haider said that the plot was situated in an exclusively residential area. According to the terms of lease, the plot was residential and indivisible. The lessee or any subsequent purchaser could built only a double-storey residential bungalow on it. All authorities that sanctioned sub-division and conversion acted in violation of the law and rules and regulations. No objections were invited from the general public.


Allowing the petition, the bench pointed out that the KBTR prescribed the size and manner of “display advertisements” to be put up for inviting public objections and “classified ads” claimed to have been published by the respondents in two newspapers could not be said to have fulfilled the requirement. When the law requires something to be done in a particular manner, it has to be done in that specific manner and not otherwise. Referring to the condition of prior permission for sub-division, the bench remarked that the subsequent sanction amounted to violation of the contract of lease.


The bench also noted contravention of the terms of the no-objection certificate granted by the KDA’s master plan and environmental control department. The final plan covered the 10-foot compulsory open space required to be left uncovered. The government functionaries exceeded their powers by granting approvals in violation of the law and rules.


The petitioners had sought demolition of the illegal structure but the respondents have moved for suspension of the division bench’s judgment. The bench has issued notices in the respondents’ application without an interim injunction. Advocate Iqbal Haider appeared for the petitioners, Advocate Mushtaq A. Memon for the respondents, Advocate Amir Aziz Khan for the M. A. Jauhar Housing Society and Advocate Shahid Jamil Khan for the KBCA.

(Dawn-18, 05/04/2008)

Facing the urban challenges ahead

A few newspaper reports from last week, taken from various publications, when read carefully, reveal the challenges the new government of Punjab will face when it assumes charge and comes face to face with the challenges urban planning before it.


The first is a report that an open drain in DHA Lahore is causing health problems to nearby residents. Originally planned to channel storm water, this drains is now, like the 16 odd other open drains in the city, a floating cesspool of raw and untreated sewerage. The drain that passes through the DHA, like all the other open drains in Lahore, easily offends and can overwhelm even the heartiest of men. Not only that, since the noxious and toxic gases emitted by decomposing waste are well known corrosives, the newspaper report reveals that the open drain is a constant source of attrition on any metal kept outdoors. No air conditioner or, worse, generator, is safe!


But the olfactory displeasures of the well ensconced rich are not the only point to note. The writer of the newspaper report quite dutifully interviewed all the usual suspects. He spoke to residents of the area, the secretary of the Punjab Environmental Protection department, the managing director of the Water and Sanitation Agency, the district officer of the Solid Waste Management, Lahore, the secretary of the Defence Housing Authority and even a doctor at Mayo Hospital.


While all agreed that the open drain was a nuisance and an environmental and health hazard, each one disclaimed any responsibility about doing anything about it. The DHA said that it was planning to do something about the drain. The DO SWM said WASA was responsible for brick lining drains. The MD WASA said that it was the SWM’s responsibility to clean the solid waste dumped in the drains. The Secretary EPD said that his department was getting ready to do something about the drains, but that the cost of any cleanup operation would have to be shared by the DHA.

The second bit of news is about how the absence of proper road safety devices is causing accidents on Lahore’s bridges. According to the report, light-reflecting “cat’s eyes” were either missing or worn out on several of the city’s bridges, including the ones that are curved. Apparently, this lack of road markings is are said to be the cause of many an avoidable accident.


The writer of this report also did his homework. He spoke to the chief engineer of the Traffic and Planning Agency, the executive district officer (Works & Services) of the city district government as well as local motorists. Just as in the previous instance, each government officer interviewed was quick to disclaim responsibility. The chief engineer of TEPA laid the responsibility of maintaining the road safety devices on the Lahore Development Authority and the EDO (W&S). This is astonishing because the TEPA is an agency of the LDA and the chief engineer’s explanation is, in reality, an aspersion cast on his parent organization. Equally quick to lay the responsibility anywhere but before him, the EDO (W&S) blamed the TEPA for not doing its job and failing to keep the cat’s eyes in good repair.


Forget the fact that the city’s 16 open sewers are a health and environmental hazard responsible for untold illnesses and disease; forget the fact that they smell; and forget the fact that un-repaired road markings are dangerous. Both these instances are horrifying examples of the level of sophistication currently employed in urban management. Lahore is the second largest city in the country and the problems in governing it are proportionately difficult, if not impossible. Yet the people responsible for basic government functions like traffic safety and sewerage management don’t even know the ambit of their responsibilities.


This casual approach to city and urban planning may have been justified 30 years ago, when, other than Karachi and a handful of sleepy metropolises, Pakistan was largely a rural country. But things are no longer the same, and the principles which may have applied to urban planning then do not apply now.


This is a serious matter. The year 2007 was a watershed year because it witnessed, for the first year in the history of human civilization, more people living in urban areas than not. Pakistan, in turn, is South Asia’s most urbanized country. According to the experts, anywhere between 35-50 per cent of the people in our country live in urban areas. More recently, a report published by the Planning and Development department of the government of the Punjab revealed that over 50 per cent living in the province’s urban areas live in slums (P&D’s economic report for 2007). That’s right. As more and more people cram into our already overcrowded cities, most of them will live or already live in poverty and face the harshest and most inhuman of living conditions.


This is the time to act. The next government faces urban challenge the likes of which have never been thought of in these parts. With most of the people living in our cities living in slums, immediate steps need to be taken lest our cities turn into environmental disasters or worse, necropolises — the dismal future painted by revolutionary urban thinkers like Lewis Mumford and Jane Jacobs. And no step forward is possible if civic agencies still don’t know what the nature of their responsibilities are.


Nothing approaching an effective sewerage system, nothing close to effective solid waste management, nothing close to smooth and efficient traffic can ever be achieved unless the massive overlaps of jurisdiction between urban and local government authorities are not clarified. One way or the other, it must be made clear who is responsible for sewerage and drainage. It must be clear who is responsible for the planning of traffic (note, not engineering, which is simply another word for constructing more roads). Only when these baby steps are taken can the larger strides — like widening the local government tax base so that the increased revenue can be spent on public utilities without provincial government interference — can be taken. Only then can we think of effective decentralization to local governments. Only then will these governments have the strength to reform the urban property tax system so that it gives incentive to urban re-development. Only then can each city identify its strengths and feed them. Only then will we be able to do sensible things like set city limits so that the exhausting urban sprawl can be put to an end. And there is much, much more. We have to start somewhere and we must start now. To continue with the status quo is to invite catastrophe.

(By Ahmad Rafay Alam, The News-6, 07/04/2008)

KBCA seals ground floor of DCET

KARACHI: The Karachi Building Control Authority staff has sealed ground floor of the Dawood College of Engineering and Technology (DCET) located at plot No. JM-498 in Jamshed Quarters.

As per the KBCA press release issued on Monday, a demolition squad, in compliance with the court orders, also razed illegally built structures in North Nazimabad. They pulled down shutters, demolished partition walls built in violation of building laws at the third floor of plot No. 93, Block 3, Roheel Khand Society. They also razed walls and RCC roofs constructed at plot No. SC-6, Block A North Nazimabad. 


The first floor of plot No. B-81, Block F and other structures built on the rear were also demolished. They also removed shutters of shops at plot No. A-242, in block A in the same area.


The KBCA demolition squad sealed a CNG-filling station and generator room at plot No. PP-171 in block 13/C of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town. Separately, a squad razed the roof and partition walls built at the third floor of plot No. 10, street No 13 of block-5 in Liaquatabad. Illegal roof and partition walls constructed at the third floor of a plot No. 10/4 in block 5-D in Nazimabad were also demolished.

(DailyTimes-B1, 08/04/2008)

A house for every citizen
MR Gilani’s speech setting out his 100-day programme was interesting mainly because the words were uttered by an elected prime minister. In truth, he appeared to say we know the problems, without saying much about the solutions.


One cannot take issue with an elected prime minister regarding his perception of the problems that confront Pakistan. However, this article intends to propose solutions in one of the key areas of his speech. The prime minister mentioned that he wants to revive both the five-marla grant scheme in rural areas and build a million low-cost homes a year.Undeniably, housing is key to developing a country. However, there is little originality in land grant schemes. Roman emperors did it; so did the Mughals and the British colonialists. The practice was kept up by their inheritors in Pakistan — the Pakistan army. One of my journalist friends always used to ask the so far unanswered question: what will happen to the army when the plots run out?


In Pakistan, the results of grants of land have been unfortunate. The wealth they bring to the rich adds only to their unproductive lifestyle. In the case of the poor, such land does not usually improve their standard of living because they are unable to build good housing on the land.


In economic and legal terms, such schemes are also suspicious. It is after all the equivalent of giving away good government land for nothing.


Government land should, therefore, only be provided after applying means testing to low- or zero-income people in the form of a sale and not as a grant. The title should remain with the government (or its nominees) and the money payable for the land should be payable in instalments by the people acquiring the land.

These instalments may be made payable over 20, 25 or even 30 years. Participation in a housing project which provides a house for each plot of land should be compulsory for anyone wanting to acquire the land. In other words, you do not get land alone but a house to live in as long as you work and pay for it.


The government should then raise capital in the capital markets from investors against the projected income streams from the mortgages granted to provide housing schemes. And before people get too excited and raise the argument that this would be too huge a credit risk for investors, I would ask them to think again.


The reality is that whenever micro-credit has been made available to low-income or zero-income groups together with income and job development programmes such people have generally been better at repaying than the bigger defaulting houses of Pakistan.

This responsible credit behaviour of the low-income groups has actually been evident in success stories like the Grameen Bank and there is no reason to believe that this cannot be replicated in relatively less risky areas like land and housing. The important issue in ventures like this is to remove the need for collateral (which the poor will never have) to acquire housing and at the same time give them jobs which can pay the loans back.

This leads to the question where will the jobs ensuring that people are able to repay the mortgage for the land come from? In this connection, there would be two categories of people: firstly, those who would be employed at the time of the implementation of these schemes who would typically have the wherewithal to repay the loans from the income provided by their ongoing jobs; and secondly those who are unemployed.


For the employed, the scheme should be relatively straightforward as the type of housing it provides would be linked to their incomes. For the unemployed, the proposal would include a scheme of employment in the very same housing development schemes.


Such a process would virtually see people who buy the land employed in building their own housing and paying for the land and the housing at the same time. Not only will this be an incentive-based mechanism but should also result in training them as semi-skilled construction workers. These skills can then transfer to new and bigger projects and continue repayments.


In effect then, this article is arguing that the government should use its own land as collateral to raise money for housing. It can then recoup its investment by issuing asset-backed securities linked to the mortgages it provides to the people who acquire the land from it.


The current global credit crunch and the resulting suspicious approach towards asset-backed securities would, of course, need to be confronted. But given that such a scheme would take some time to put together, the global appetite for such investment may well have changed positively by the time this comes around. If not, imaginative measures to address credit default risk can be devised to make the securities attractive to investors.


In advanced countries, this process of raising finance is called securitisation and is a common financing structure. In Pakistan, as far as I am aware, it has mainly been used in the telecoms sector.

As a matter of fact, at some level irresponsible dealing in such securities is considered responsible for the current American sub-prime mortgage market crisis. This, however, should not dissuade the government as long as it can put together an attractive package for investors.


The return on such securities for investors would, of course, be linked to the future income streams that are expected from people repaying their loans. If the people repaying the loans perform better than expected then the investors benefit and it is a win-win scenario. The government’s test will lie in ensuring that the economic cycle generated by the schemes are sustained by its overall economic management.


In fact, this would also be a tremendous way of regularising katchi abadis and developing new townships with proper architecture that fits our climate, is environment-friendly, wastes less water and above all leads residents to develop self-respect and socio-political cohesion.


The obvious benefit of such an approach would be to interlink housing and employment both of which are key to the success of any government. If such an integrated approach is adopted then labour-intensive building projects can also be linked to local economies which can generate further growth.

Admittedly, politicians are merchants of hope but in Pakistan’s history there has always been a question mark regarding their abilities to drive programmes that work. Let us hope that the time to turn this around is now. 

(By S.A. Qureshi, Dawn-6, 10/04/2008)

Over half of DHA, Clifton cantt property not in owner’s name


KARACHI: A sizeable chunk of residential properties in Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) and Defense Housing Authority (DHA) are not registered in the name of those with possession, Daily Times has learnt. 

“More than 50 percent of properties in the cantonment area belong to someone other than the person using the property,” revealed an official. This information came to light during the recent revenue and arrears collection by the DHA and CBC administration. “More than half of the target was achieved last week as most of the owners of the properties turned up to clear their dues for water and property taxes. However, there was an equal number that did not respond to the appeal made by the administration and now action will be taken against them,” informed the official.


Furthermore, another cantonment official, who asked not to be named, told Daily Times that around 33 percent of the properties were registered in the names of widows or women who were divorced. “Many people get their properties registered in the name of a widow or a divorced woman, who are either labors or works for the real owners, to avoid taxes. According to the rules, such women are exempted from paying property, water and conservancy taxes,” said the official. However, the administration is soon going to take action against such people to ensure that the properties are transferred to those using the premises, the official revealed. 


In the case of those who rent the premises, a copy of the ownership deed would have to be attached to the agreement papers, showing that the tenant is authorized by the actual owner of the premises to enter into an agreement and that all dues were clear at the time the property was handed over.


Moreover, estate agents (property dealers) will also be enlisted to ensure transparency during the sale and purchase of the property and its transfer in the name of the owner. To ascertain whether estate agents or property dealers were involved in such practices, Daily Times contacted a property dealer located in the Zamzama area of DHA. 

“There are some places in the cantonment areas where the administration is not providing a water supply and garbage collection services. The residents manage the water facility by purchasing tankers that cost Rs 2,000 to Rs 3,000 each. Likewise, for sweeping and garbage collection, sweepers were hired and a monthly maintenance is contributed. Why should the residents pay water and conservancy taxes, since they are already managing on their own?” questioned Khalil Ahmad of the Property Network. He added that there was no point of enlisting property agents as the people who involved in such practices are retired forces’ officers who were given plots on their retirement and sold these plots to buyers and investors in the market. “If anyone wants to buy a property, the best seller in an ex-armed forces officer, since taxes are avoided. The property is then sold to second or third parties under an agreement which does not require a transfer of property procedure,” said Ahmad’s partner, requesting anonymity.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 15/04/2008)

More than 100 over-crowded graveyards in city

According to an official of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), there are more than 100 big and small graveyards in Karachi where people are buried despite overlapping with one another.

Some of these prominent graveyards which are now crowded include the old Mewa Shah graveyard, Paposhnagar graveyard, Sakhi Hasan graveyard, North Karachi grave yard, Society graveyard as well as the Model Colony graveyard near Karachi Airport. Sadly, however, these graveyards are ill-maintained with no lighting arrangements or piped water. At night, they are the hub of drug addicts.


In fact, the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, himself admitted while presenting the CDGK budget that no funds have been allocated for graveyards in the city.


An officer of the CDGK, requesting anonymity, said that keeping this in mind, a plan was chalked out to set up graveyards at the National Highway, Super Highway and RCD Highway at the out skirts of Karachi. However, most people remain reluctant to go to these far-flung areas to bury their loved ones given the lack of infrastructure and security arrangements in these places. Thus, many graveyards in the city have been unofficially allocated to certain areas. For example, the gorkhan (grave digger) the Drig Colony graveyard has divided the graveyard into Defence and katchi abadi areas. Both have different rates with the former having higher rates.


In this regard, the former City Nazim, Naimatullah Khan, while talking to The News said he had allocated land for graveyards but it is up to the present city government to find out what happened to that land.

Meanwhile, a survey reveals that it is only the grave diggers who can provide one with a burial spot provided that one is able to cut a good deal with them. They charge Rs200 per month from the family for watering and Rs6,000 to Rs7,000 for cementing the grave, covering it with marble and putting a name plate on it. Any given graveyard is divided into zones by grave diggers. Then, the staff that documents the death of individuals also charge the family of the deceased for issuing a copy of death record through which one can obtain a death certificate. Also many claim that if the relatives do not visit the graveyard regularly, the grave digger replaces it and gives to the next person in line.


Meanwhile, The EDO Health Department Dr Sanjanani while talking to The News said the graveyards of Karachi are completely exhausted and lot of spadework is needed in this regard. He said that at present, the health department’s responsibility is to maintain death registration centre at grave yards which are in the ‘custody’ of the grave diggers. The EDO said that for the last 10 year, Society graveyard at Tariq Road remains closed, which is now being encroached upon.


“New graveyard sites have been allocated in Baldia and Malir and the land allocated for this purpose is about 2,700 acres,” he added. He said that the Revenue Department has given land but when the health officers went there to put it to use, they found that houses had been built there. He underlined the need for citizens to cooperate in this regard.


Sanjanai also disclosed that the maintenance, cleaning and lightning arrangements of these is the responsibility of Works and Services Department. Meanwhile, the EDO Works and Services, Nisar Sario, said the maintenance of the graveyards is not possible due to financial constraints.

Sanjanai admitted that situation at grave yards is quite bad which becomes worse during religious months such as Ramazan when people regularly visit the graves of their loves ones. Thus, absolute chaos prevails in those months.

In response to another question, Sanjanai said that the funeral buses in remote areas of the city are not available. He said that arranging for vehicles is the responsibility of town.


According to official sources there are 163 Muslim graveyards and 19 for non-Muslims in Karachi but they have all been neglected. As recorded in the Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP) 2020, Karachi is now among the largest cities in the world. In 2005, the population of Karachi was estimated at 15.1 million which is expected to reach the 27.5 million mark by 2020.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 16/04/2008)

1,500 families from other provinces dumped in city’s slums every day


KARACHI: More than 1,500 families arrive in the city on a daily basis and are forsaken in the slums. Only approximately 300 return to their hometown which is why the city’s slums have grown to occupy more than 45 percent of the total land, Daily Times has learnt from a senior official, who declined to be named because of the land mafia.


Last week, the Senate Standing Committee’s sub-committee on Railways met (April 7), emphasizing the need to immediately tackle the problem of granting slum dwellers ownership rights on Railways land. According to sources, there are 80 slums on Pakistan Railway’s (PR) land but the PR claims there are only 51. Twenty slums were handed over to the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority (SKAA) by the PR for leasing after the completion of the demarcation process by SKAA. Fifteen of them are in interior Sindh and five are in Karachi. The issue of the correct number of slums will be taken up in a meeting with the Sindh minister for katchi abadis scheduled for Monday (April 21).

However, while talking to Daily Times, PR’s divisional superintendent (DS) Karachi denied there were any slums on their land, saying that the PR, with the help of its own police, successfully cleared more than 250 acres from the grip of illegal occupants during 2007. The DS added that since there were no slums on PR land, there was no need to pay anyone any money.

SKKA has stopped monitoring, identifying and leasing work which was being carried out for the last three months under the directives of the former caretaker government. The orders are still valid with the new government in office, Daily Times learned however.


According to sources, there are 1,293 slums in Sindh out of which 539 are in Karachi alone, as included in the master list of slums dating March 23, 1985. There are also 800 new slums that have not been identified. All the slums are on provincial, federal or privately owned lands. 


There are more than 200,000 houses in the slums in the city that illegally consume 55 percent of its utility services. Moreover, a certain group “imports” or lures people from other provinces to Karachi to increase the clout of their ethnic group and hence votebank. However, these people are dumped in Karachi and then forgotten about until the government is forced to lease their land sooner or later, sources said.

It was through the involvement of officers and staff members of the land-owning departments that some slums were identified or unidentified. The Karachi Port Trust (KPT), PR, Federal Board of Revenue are the stakeholders who were the most affected, claimed the sources. They added that it is the law that utilities will not be provided by the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC), Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) or the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) unless the owner of land such as the KPT, PR or FBR issues a No-Objection Certificate (NOC) to the occupants who show it to the utility providers to get a connection.


The role of SKAA is to identify and proceed with the leasing of identified slums. The federal government has fixed Rs 25,000 per acre as the price of land and it is Rs 27,500 for the land owned by the federal government. SKAA divides the slums in three categories - residential, residential and commercial - said the sources. 


SKAA is an autonomous body that was established in 1986 and generates revenue to meet its operational costs, including the salaries of 250 employees, staff members and officers amounting to Rs 2,700,000 a month. 

SKAA receives administrative and developmental charges that are one-third of the amount recovered through the leasing process. After the deduction of these charges, the rest of the money is paid to the owner of the land. The criterion for the identification of ‘katchi abadis’ is that the settlement should have at least 40 houses and the occupants should carry proof of ownership in the shape of utility bills, said sources.

However, some illegal occupants of land are so powerful that SKKA has to negotiate with them on their terms and conditions. In Hijrat Colony, for example, a land occupant occupies a 2,000 yard plot owned by SKAA. The plot is located in the vicinity of Haji Camp’s main gate. The occupant has been offered the construction of a community hall by SKAA in return for the rest of the plot, but the occupant has rejected this offer. Politically influential people, land grabbers, land owner’s staff and the police also stand in the way of getting the land cleared.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 17/04/2008)

‘Napa to be shifted from Hindu Gymkhana’
KARACHI, April 17: Sindh Minister for Culture and Tourism Sassui Paleejo has said that that the Hindu Gymkhana will be restored to the Hindu Community by getting the National Academy of Performing Arts shifted to some other place.

She was talking to a delegation of the Pakistan Film and TV Journalists Association here on Thursday.

She acknowledged that Napa was rendering valuable services to culture and great artists like Zia Mohyeddin, Talat Hussain and Rahat Kazmi were putting in their best efforts towards making it a landmark institution, but argued that the gymkhana belonged to the Hindu community and should be restored to it.


The minister also spoke of getting the Jinnah Courts premises vacated by the Rangers.


Regarding other plans, she said a museum and a cultural complex would be established near shrines of Hazrat Lal Shahbaz Qalandar and Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai. Ms Palejo said: “We have a vision of promoting culture and tourism… we will take every possible step to make Sindh attractive to tourists in order to encourage tourism.”

(Dawn-18, 18/04/2008)

Hindu Gymkhana to be handed over to Hindu community: Sassi Palejo

Sindh Minister for Culture and Tourism, Sassi Palejo, has declared that the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa) will be shifted from the premises of the Hindu Gymkhana. The historical site will then be handed over to the Hindu community as it was a hub for the minority community.

She said that the Jinnah Courts Hostel, Karachi, will also be vacated by the Rangers and this historical building would be preserved as a cultural heritage site.


The provincial minister said this while talking to a delegation of the Pakistan Film and TV Journalists Association (PFTJA) on Thursday who called on the minister at her office. The delegation comprised of President, PFTJA, Abdul Wasee Qureshi; General Secretary, Athar Jawed Soofi; and other members of the association Qaiser Masood Jaffery and Zeeshan Siddiqi.


She said that there was no doubt that the Napa had been serving its cause to a great extent, and personalities such as Zia Mohiuddin, Talat Hussain and Rahat Kazmi were working hard for the promotion of performing arts. 

However, she said, this place belonged to the Hindu Gymkhana and the Hindu community was a peaceful one and the government would have the site vacated by Napa and hand it over to the minority community so that they could take part in their cultural activities. 


She said the Napa would be shifted to another place as the government did not want to create a conflict with the Presidency.

Sassi Palejo said that steps were being taken to vacate the Jinnah Courts Hostel of the Rangers. The minister said that India made all efforts to promote its culture across the globe, and assured that the PPP government would also take steps to reconsider the cultural policy of the country to promote Pakistani culture in the world. She claimed that there was massive corruption in the culture and tourism department and the government was taking steps to investigate this corruption. She assured that stern action would be taken against the corrupt officials that were found guilty.


Palejo said that the government was planning to introduce a policy to connect all libraries, including Liaquat National Library, through the internet and that all the libraries would be equipped with DVD and VCD facilities as well as other modern equipment. 

She said that the government would also build a museum and cultural complex each at Sehwan Sharif and Bhit Shah.

(The News-13, 18/04/2008)

Historic Hindu temple to be renovated after several hundred years

One of Karachi’s most revered Hindu temples, the ancient Shri Punch Mukhi Hanuman Mandir located in Soldier Bazar, is expected to be renovated in what is seen as a step being taken after possibly several hundred years. The aesthetically designed temple is a heritage landmark of Karachi, where the statue of Lord “Punch Mukhi” Hanuman appears naturally in a stone surface. This statue is believed to be much older, claim worshippers.

While this is a significant event, there are not enough funds to make it happen. The government is not helping and this puts the burden on the small middle and lower income Hindu community in the city to chip in money for a project that has international significance.


Work on the temple is expected to start soon, informed a member of the temple committee. “Over the past few years the number of devotees has increased so we need to expand the temple. 


Moreover, the structure of the temple is now becoming weaker so the present Maharaj (Priest), Shri Ram Nath, decided to take the initiative,” informed Pawan Kumar Perchani, Advisor to the Maharaj. A few years back, only the renovation of the dome cost the community Rs1.8 million. It is expected that the community will have to raise much more money this time.


The money is hard to come by. “We don’t receive enough donations. Most of money we collect everyday is utilized for the day-to-day upkeep of the temple. We hope the Pakistan Hindu Council, formed recently, is able to raise funds now,” said a caretaker at the temple. This temple is also refered to as the ‘Soldier Bazar Temple.’


The temple is of special significance to the Hindu community as it is one of a kind in the world where the statue of Lord Punch Mukhi Hanuman appears naturally. Devotees say that that Lord Ram visited the sacred place as well. 

“The murti (statue) first appeared in 1882 (according to the Hindu lunar calendar). This entire land was surrounded by water back then,” stated Shri Ram Nath Maharaj, the priest of the temple, while talking to The News.


One can see the huge stone statue of Lord Punch Mukhi Hanuman in its natural form to date in the main temple along with another statue of Hanuman in a separate area of the temple. Unlike some temples in the city that have fallen victim to vandalism, the priests at this temple have managed to preserve it well. 


The tile work of the Mandir floor is still intact and in good shape, a testimony to its glorious past and the resourcefulness of its caretakers. “When this temple was first constructed, the first Maharaj, Shri Guru Mahant Pancham Dasji, decided to preserve the temple in its natural form and we have been following his footsteps,” adds the Shri Ram Nath Maharaj, who is sixth in line as Maharaj. His predecessor, Shri Guru Mahant Baldev Das Mahraj, passed away in 2001.


Citing the historic significance of the temple from the Hindu epic Ramayana, Shri Ram Nath said that according to Hindu belief Lord Hanuman evolved a syncretic form with five heads and ten arms to combat the powerful evil forces of Ahi and Mahi Ravan (devils) and rescue Lord Ram and Lord Laxman from their clutches. “During the Ramayana war, Lord Ram and Laxman were held captive and the only way to kill them was by extinguishing five lamps burning in different directions at the same time so Lord Hanuman took this form to accomplish his task,” the Maharaj said.


Since then he was known to be the powerful protector. Shri Ram Nath said that centuries later, when the world was surrounded by evil forces, Guru Mahant Pancham Das Mahraj, a pious man, constantly prayed and meditated for 11 days for the reappearance of the Punch Mukhi (Five faced) Hanuman. The local belief is that following this prayer session, a statue of Hanuman was discovered from this location on what was then called Mukhi Chohitram Road (now called the Soldier Bazar Road). This temple was later constructed in honour of the Punch Mukhi Hanuman.

“This fact is also mentioned in Kitab al-Hind (the Book of India) by renowned Islamic scholar Al-Biruni,” asserts the Maharaj.


Although the temple is largely dedicated to Lord Hanuman, statues of other Hindu dieties are in residence as well. To commemorate the birth of Lord Hanuman, Hanuman Jayanti will be celebrated by the community at the temple on Sunday (April 20) this year. Hundreds of visitors from across the province are expected to attend the event and celebration will start from Saturday night.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-13, 19/04/2008)

Land not there
In March a cheque of Rs 815,625 bounced thrice at Bank AL Habib Limited, Peco Road branch, for lack of money in the account. The cheque number was 3334389. It was issued by chairman and director of Formanites Housing Scheme (FHS) whose office is in 8-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, Lahore.

These are the facts from an FIR No 117/08 dated 7.4.08 lodged with Lahore's New Anarkali Police Station. Behind the facts is a long story.

Muhammad Saleem, his brothers and friends bought 39 plots of 5 marla each and one plot of 10 marla in FHS at Kamaha Road which leads to Bedian Road, in 2005. When they had paid around 38 lakh, they asked the sellers to show them the land but they were told they will be shown the land once the development work is complete. The buyers made the request thrice but the sellers kept postponing their request, arousing suspicion among the buyers.

Saleem wrote a letter to Lahore Development Authority (LDA) for verification of the plots for which he, his family and friends had already paid Rs. 37,92,500 but were not being shown the site. The allotment letter issued by the FHS said the plots were in Q-Block, Phase II of the scheme. The LDA responded that there was no Q-Block in Phase II of FHS in a reply dated 19-07-06. This meant that the plots sold to Saleem, his brothers and friends were bogus. In a letter dated 30-9-2006 the LDA passed only 1191 kanal land of FHS in which there were only 126 plots of 5 marla each. The map Saleem received from LDA was different from the one on display at the scheme office and the two are different from the one approved by the LDA.

Upon receiving this reply from LDA, Saleem and friends asked the housing society to reimburse the amount they had paid. By then the office of the housing society had shifted from from 5-Tipu Block to 8-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, Lahore.

For months Saleem could not reach the owners of the scheme who did not give him time or receive his calls. One day Saleem received a message from director FHS who is also Nazim Union Council 117 to return ten files at a time and get the money back. The cheque he got was after deduction of 40 per cent of the amount. Ten files cost Rs 650,000 but the cheque that Saleem got was for Rs 4,06,250. The Scheme office said the payment will be made like this. This was not acceptable to Saleem, his brothers and their friends. They approached the then MNA Farid Saleem Paracha for help who hails from Jamaat-e-Islami (JI). Farid wrote a letter to the director FHS asking him to return the money immediately without any deduction but he didn't pay heed.

Saleem then wrote a letter to Amir JI, Qazi Hussain Ahmed for recovery of the money because the director of FHS belongs to JI. By now, one year and eight months had passed since the scheme owners had been using this money. Saleem, his family and friends demanded that the entire amount be returned with mark-up which would be Rs 42,42,500. They demanded from the JI Amir to take legal action against the 'cheats' because they were bringing bad name to the JI.

The JI wrote a letter to the chairman of FHS asking him to reply in writing about the allegation of fraud.

The aggrieved then wrote a letter to the then chief minister, Pervez Elahi. At the CM house, this letter was marked to the secretary local government who marked it to the zila nazim who marked it to the DCO.

"The DCO holds open kutchehry. He gave the director one week's time to return the money. Three dates came and passed but he did not appear. The DCO warned his lawyers that the scheme office will be sealed and the owners arrested if he did not appear on the next hearing. The next date also went without his presence. The DCO, after hearing all the cases which were more than 20, told us to come next week because he had to go to a meeting," says Saleem.

The accused were not arrested nor the scheme sealed.

"The scene changed on the next hearing. The director FHS was there with five lawyers. When everybody had gone, the DCO asked the director what complaint did he have against us? He said, we were not paying the instalments of the plots. The DCO scolded us for not paying the instalments. We were snubbed and not allowed to speak or show the documents -- dumbfounded at the turn the case had taken," Saleem goes on to say.

"The DCO asked the director to reimburse our money after 15 per cent deduction. Our friends said we should accept this payment. We were asked to submit all the files. The meeting ended."

"We submitted 20 files at one time and ten at another but did not get any cheque then. We demanded the money from the scheme staff reminding them of the DCO's decision at which they said: 'Then go and get the money from the DCO'," Saleem goes on to tell about the torture he has been going through in search of justice.

"We went to the DCO and complained about the treatment. He said, 'I have given the decision. Did you ask me before purchasing the files?' We asked the DCO to give his decision in writing which took him one month. We took this decision No H10/6129 Dt 16-04-07 to the scheme office. The staff at the scheme office threw the decision into the waste paper basket and told us to go to the DCO to get money. We felt absolutely robbed. The files were gone. We had nothing in hand. We felt lost.

"We again approached JI head office at Mansoora. They also said: 'Now you go to the DCO to get your money, why have you come to us.' It was very disheartening. I talked to the shopkeepers around me. There were people among them who were associated with the JI. Then I went to the CM secretariat, then secretary local government but nothing happened."

Saleem then wrote a letter to Supreme Court of Pakistan and to the President of Pakistan and sent it with complete documents. The Aiwan-e-Sadr marked Saleem's application to the DCO when Saleem had requested the president to hold an independent inquiry into the case as he did not get justice from any of the authorities he went to.

The Supreme Court called for a report from the registrar Cooperatives and the LDA. The Supreme Court (SC) sent Saleem a letter HRC No.2758/2007 with LDA's reply to the SC in this case. It said, "In the said approved scheme as alleged by the applicant/complainant there is no 'Q' Block."

Director General LDA said in this reply to the SC that "before purchasing plots in private housing schemes, the buyers should contact LDA to verify, amongst others the status of the scheme and plot sought to be purchased."

That the apex court did not take any action beyond asking for these reports, particularly grieved Saleem.

"Thereafter we got post-dated cheques of small amount. Only the last cheque was for Rs 815,625 which bounced every time we submitted it for encashment. Now its date has expired."

In two years Saleem went to every forum possible for justice in this country. "The extremely sad part is that nobody asked the director of the housing society how he could do what he was doing," says Saleem. "The JI partymen had said they would kick him out of the party but he was awarded ticket for MNA and MPA in this election instead. It is a different matter that the party announced not to participate in the elections."

If people come to return files at the scheme office they are told the file is 'do number' meaning not genuine (fake). If a person does not pay an installment, he is marked as defaulter and his membership is cancelled. Millions of people may have been robbed by such societies whose newsletters carry photographs of people in power, giving the simple, believing, common man the idea that the scheme is a safe investment.

Is this how real estate business has bloomed in the big cities of this country? This story makes one ponder.

(By Saadia Salahuddin, The News-27, 20/04/2008)

Construction of Malir River bridge

Plans to provide alternate plots finalised, says Nazim

The city government has finalised all arrangements for the allotment of alternate plots and the payment of construction fees to those affected by the Malir River Bridge project in Shah Faisal Colony. 

This was stated by the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal during a late night visit to ongoing development projects in the city on Friday where he was also accompanied by the DCO, Karachi, Javed Hanif, MD, KWSB, Ghulam Arif Khan, EDO, Transport, Malik Zaheer-ul-Islam, EDO, Works & Services, Nisar Sario, and other officers.


The Nazim, while briefing media representatives on this occasion, said that, in total, 53 houses have been affected by the construction of the bridge, which connects Shah Fasial Colony to Korangi. The displaced owners were being allotted alternate plots on prized land near Shah Faisal Colony while they were also paid construction fees amounting to Rs900 per square feet, which, presently considered, is the possible highest amount. Final notices to the affected residents will be issued within a week, for which all concerned officers were already posted at the Town Nazim office.

The city Nazim further said that, of the mega projects in the city, this was the biggest, costing an estimated Rs1,025 million. The city government, he said, has tried its best to accommodate the affectees and, accordingly, the owners of 53 leased houses were allotted with 80, 100 and 120 sq. yards plots as alternates against the 60, 80 and 100 sq. yards houses from which they were being moved. 


Moreover, the Nazim said, all legal formalities have been fulfilled in this connection and added that he expects that the affectees will vacate their houses voluntarily in the larger interest of the city and its citizens. After this, the project will be completed and the bridge will be opened for traffic within two months.

During his visit, the Nazim also inspected development projects at Johar Morr, Millenium Mall, Korangi 8000 Road, Mian Farooq Road, Quaidabad, Jam Sadiq Bridge, I.I. Chundrigar Road. At Johar Morr, he directed the EDO, Transport, to take immediate measures to ensure smoother traffic flow. He also instructed the EDO, W&S, to find a solution to this problem within two days.


The city Nazim, while taking notice of the illegal parking near the Millennium Mall and ARY Building, directed that notices be issueds to the owners of both buildings so that they would arrange for parking facilities within their premises.

During the visit of Mian Farooq Road Korangi (8000 Road) the Nazim informed the media that, previously, using this road was a hassle due to pot holes and cracks. Complaints of the overturning of heavy trailers and trucks were common in the area, he said, after which they used to hire cranes to lift them. The Korangi Industrial Area has nearly 4,000 units but it was always neglected in the past as over 2,000 water tankers were seen roaming around the area to fulfil water supply needs, Kamal said. 


The city government has completed all water and sewerage related works in this area in just two years and now all the factories in Korangi have been provided with water and sewerage connections while the two track road from Jam Sadiq Bridge, Qayyumabad to Quaidabad, has also been constructed according to internationals standards.


Furthermore, in order to maintain the beauty of the said road, the city government has invited proposals from private firms under public-private partnership basis, said the Nazim. He added that dozens of companies have expressed interest and now the selected firms will carry out and monitor the beautification of the road including its washing and cleaning at night hours. “The step will help maintain the beauty and the standard of this road while the participation of locals would create a sense of partnership among the people while taking on government works,” he added.


Mustafa Kamal further said that the work on 3000 Road of the industrial area will also begin soon and the ‘CC flooring’ of inner streets is also underway.


At I.I. Chundrigar Road, the Nazim said that he had heard, from elders, that the roads in Karachi used to be washed in the past. However, he said, his government has first constructed quality roads and than arranged for their washing using mechanical sweeping machines. “The city was very small then, and now future historians will also write about the washing of roads in the seventh largest city of the world,” the Nazim added. 

He also said that, in the present journey of development, the DCO, EDOs, Town and Union Nazims were also on board with him and that the journey will be continued.

(The News-14, 20/04/2008)

2 YMCAs face off in court


KARACHI: A division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) comprising Justice Azizullah M Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan on Saturday gave time to the respondents in a petition challenging the existence of two YMCAs (Young Men Christian Association). The bench asked the respondents/office bearers of the YMCA to nominate two persons of their choice from their own community so that the long-standing and important dispute over the ownership of properties worth billions is resolved at the earliest.


According to petitioner Saleem Khokhar advocate, a former minority MPA, the original YMCA was founded April 1, 1913, was duly registered under the Societies Act of 1960 (registration number 464/1964) and was listed at the Joint Stock Companies. 

The other YMCA was registered before the Social Welfare Department and took over the properties of the original YMCA, in collusion with some government officials to usurp the properties.


The petitioner also alleged that the respondents presently running the affairs of the YMCA prepared bogus membership cards to obtain the election results they desired.

The petitioner then moved the court seeking the cancellation of documents (registration of another YMCA) and permanent injunction and also challenged the maintainability of another petition filed by the second YMCA, on ground that the issues raised by the petitioners/respondents cannot be resolved within the constitutional jurisdiction because it requires evidence be recorded, which is beyond the judicial powers of the court.


The bench asked the respondents to suggest people who could form an ad-hoc body to hold YMCA elections. The respondents sought time to find such persons so the bench allowed the request and put off hearing till April 23.

(DailyTimes-B1, 20/04/2008)

Three injured under debris of collapsing building

At least three people were injured and two vehicles damaged on Monday evening when a portion of a pre-partition building, near M.A. Jinnah Road, came crumbling down due to irregular construction activity nearby.

The Kharadar police, under whose jurisdiction the incident occurred, identified the injured as Farooq, 35, Junaid, 25, and Jamil, 35 - all passers-by who came under the falling debris of the ground-plus-six-storey building that is situated near Iqbal Centre in Bolton Market.


Police sources said that only shops of plastic items are present on the ground floor of the building whereas, at present, the dilapidated pre-partition building has no permanent occupants on its other floors. The injured were rushed to the Civil Hospital for treatment. An official of Kharadar police said that condition of all the injured was reportedly out of danger.

(The News-14, 22/04/2008)

‘Next they’ll be naming the city after Bundoo Khan...’


KARACHI: Residents and an association of 24 housing society unions have criticized the city government’s decision to change the name of the 56-year-old Sirajud Daullah Road to that of a businessman’s. 

The city government’s body for naming roads, consisting of officials from the Planning and Design Section of the Works and Services Department, and City Council members, decided in a recent meeting, to rename the road (late) S. Abdul Tawab Road. The road in question is surrounded by a number of old housing societies, including Bahadur Yar Jang Cooperative Society, C. P. Barrar Society, Daud Bohra Cooperative Society and others, spread between Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Jamshed towns. 


“The city government’s committee has changed the name of the road from a Muslim hero’s, without even consulting the society, and have given it the name of an unknown businessman,” said Sharif Bhaiji, the managing director of Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union (KCHSU), a body of 24 unions.  

He said that all main roads in the KCHSU area were named after heroes and freedom fighters belonging to the Indo-Pak Subcontinent, and were approved by the government. 


After Partition, Muhajirs from different parts of India migrated to Pakistan and established housing societies from Hyderabad Colony to Shahrah-e-Faisal such as Banglore Town, Delhi Mercantile Cooperative Society, Bahadur Yar Jang Cooperative Society, C. P. Barrar Society, to remain close to their kin and culture. 


Besides this, representatives of these housing societies named all the leading roads after Muslim fighters and heroes such as Haider Ali Road, Tipu Sultan Road, Sirajud Daullah Road, Bahadur Shah Road, Jamaluddin Afghani Road and Shaheed-e-Millat Road. “The new name will create immense confusion for people who have registered their mailing address with the former name of the road on official documents and websites,” he mentioned. 


Bhaiji also said that if such actions are not discouraged, names of renowned roads such as M.A. Jinnah, Shaheed-e-Millat and Shahrah-e-Liaquat will be replaced with Bundoo Khan, Nathoo Khan, Ghasita Khan etc. 


The KCHSU has written City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, MQM leader Altaf Hussain, Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah and the town nazims of Jamshed Town and Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town, to reverse the decision. 

The change in the name of a road or public place takes place through a resolution adopted in the City Council and the previous City Council adopted a resolution, giving this right to the city nazim. “The city nazim formed a committee which included members of the city government and elected representatives from the City Council to hold a meeting to decide on any name change,” Council Officer Ghufran Ahmed said.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 23/04/2008)

Nazim no longer chief of KBCA and KWSB
KARACHI, April 24: The Sindh government has reconstituted the Karachi Building Control Authority and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, replacing City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal with Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani as authority for the KBCA and chairman for the KWSB.

The change of guard at the two crucial organisations was effected by two notifications issued by the provincial government on Thursday. The changes come into force with immediate effect.


Analysts say that Thursday’s move will be seen as an attempt by the provincial government at the curtailment of the nazim’s powers.

Sources told Dawn that under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979 the KBCA used to be under the minister for local government. However, the Karachi nazim got the control of the KBCA through a notification issued on April 30, 2004.


The notification (NO.SO (L&C)HTP/1-8/2008) issued on Thursday says: “In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 4 of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979 and in suppression of the [local government] department’s notification…[of] April 30, 2004 and all other notifications issued in this behalf, the government of Sindh are pleased to appoint the minister, local government, katchi abadis and spatial development department, Karachi, to act as authority for whole province of Sindh within the meaning of Section 4 of the SBCO, 1979 with immediate effect.”


The sources said that the local government minister also headed the KWSB under the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Act 1996 until February 2002 when, through a notification, the Karachi nazim was inducted as KWSB chairman.

They said that in the notification issued for the reconstitution of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the main difference from the Dec 31, 2002 notification was that the newly formed board comprised over 20 members while the suppressed board consisted of 13 members.


Another difference was that in the earlier board the vice-chairman of the board used to be the secretary of the local government department while in the reconstituted board MPA Haji Munawwar Ali Abbasi was appointed its vice-chairman.Likewise, the city nazim was made a member in place of the DCO. Other members are: the additional chief secretary (Dev), the secretaries for the local government dept, industries dept, finance dept, the special secretary for housing and town planning, five town nazims to be co-opted by the chairman, the KPT chairman, the KESC chairman, the Karachi Chamber and Commerce Industries president, the KWSB MD, the executive officer, Military Lands Karachi, a nominee of the chairman, DHA, and the divisional superintendent of the Pakistan Railways, Karachi.


In the previous board, the members strength used to be 13: chairman — city nazim; vice chairman — secretary for the local government, the secretary for the environment department, the special secretary (Dev), the finance dept, the DCO of Karachi, the chief planning & development dept, the EDO (water & sanitation) the CDGK, the MD of the KWSB, the KESC MD, the EDO (works & services) CDGK, a representative of the Association of Builders and Developers, Shafi Mohammad Lakho, president of the KCCI and president of the SITE Association of Industries, Karachi.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-17, 25/04/2008)

Nazim asserts control over KWSB and KBCA
KARACHI, April 25: In a retaliatory move aimed at asserting his control over the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the Karachi Building Control Authority, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Friday used his powers under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, 2001 and notified the KWSB and the KBCA as the water & sanitation and building control groups of offices. He also directed the respective heads of the organizations to continue to perform their duties as executive district officers (EDOs) of the city government.


The move is being seen as an attempt by the nazim to block Thursday’s order of the Sindh government under which the minister for local government replaced him as head of the KWSB and the KBCA.


On Friday, the city government issued two notifications under which it maintained that the Sindh government through separate orders had already been created the water & sanitation and building control group of offices and “therefore, in pursuance of Section 195 and in exercise of the powers conferred under the SLGO-2001, the city government direct the EDOs of Building Control and Water and Sanitation group of offices to perform the functions conferred by or under SLGO-2001 and in performance of their respective function shall adhered to and follow such procedure as are enumerated in the Sixth Schedule”.


Under the city government’s notifications issued on Friday, KBCA chief controller Rauf Akhtar Farooqi and KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif would act as EDOs of the building control and water and sanitation group of offices, respectively.


Sources told Dawn that the issuance of the two notifications by the city government clearly showed that it considered Thursday’s order of the Sindh government regarding reconstitution of the KWSB and KBCA as illegal, at variance with the SLGO 2001 and tantamount to introduction of amendments to it despite the fact that the ordinance had constitutional protection.


They said that the Sindh government in pursuance of the relevant sections of the SLGO 2001 had issued two notifications on Dec 4, 2002 and April 30, 2004, declaring the KWSB and the KBCA as the 15th and the 16th group of offices in the Karachi city government under the titles of water and sanitation and building control group of offices and given their administrative control to the city nazim.

The sources said that the appointment of the provincial minister for local government as an authority of the KBCA by the Sindh government in exercise of powers conferred under Section 4 of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979 was in conflict with Section 53, Schedule 6 of the SLGO 2001.


They said that the “suppression” of earlier notifications by the Sindh government regarding creation of water and sanitation and building control group of offices was not enough and the government had to amend the SLGO 2001 if it wanted to regain the control of the two bodies.

They said that under Section 182 (3) of the SLGO 2001, the development authorities, water and sanitation agencies and solid waste management bodies fell within the jurisdiction of the city government.


Section 182 (6) of the SLGO 2001 says “the district governments shall appropriately re-organize the authorities, agencies and bodies and decentralize such authorities, agencies and bodies to the Taluka Municipal Administration or, as the case may be, Town Municipal Administration in accordance with Section 52 which dealt with entrustment of certain decentralized offices to TMA.”

The water & sanitation and building control groups of offices were created during the tenure of then city nazim Niamatullah Khan when the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was part of the then provincial government. Later, the functions of the water board and KBCA had been devolved at the town level as currently 18 superintending engineers and 18 town building control officers of the two bodies were working in each town under the supervision of town nazims.


Neither City Nazim Mustafa Kamal nor Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani was available for comments. However, sources close to them told Dawn that both sides did not want to indulge mutual recrimination over the issue openly.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 26/04/2008)

IT tower project awaits crucial CAA go-ahead
KARACHI, April 26: The Civil Aviation Authority has not issued its no-objection certificate for the construction of a 47-storey IT tower being built in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, it has been learnt.


However, the Karachi Building Control Authority maintains that the CAA’s NOC is not necessary for the IT tower, which will rise to over 600 feet, as it is the city government’s project.

Meanwhile, sources said the project had found so much favour with the KBCA that it was ignoring the fact that work on the site had got under way despite the fact that the relevant building plans still remained unapproved.


Normally builders have to get the building plans of their projects approved by the KBCA before they could start the construction work.


The sources said that the project, a joint venture of the city government and a Malaysian company, would be delayed if the issue with the CAA was not settled.

The project is reported to be bringing in a huge amount of direct foreign investment.

The sources said that the city government had offered its two-acre prime plot located next to the Civic Centre, worth roughly Rs3 billion, and the Malaysian company – IJM Construction – was bringing in $200 million.


The IT tower, which will house call centres, a luxury hotel, offices, etc after its completion in about a couple of years will generate roughly Rs25 billion, which will be shared by the city government and the Malaysian company.


Responding to Dawn queries, the CAA’s corporate manager of air traffic services said that all private builders and government organizations constructing high-rise buildings had to obtain an NOC from the CAA. He said the CAA reviewed the plans and height of the proposed buildings under the National Airfield Clearance Policy and requirements of flight safety. He said the CAA had given an NOC to the city government’s and Malaysian company’s IT tower near the Civic Centre for the height of 182 feet only. He said the KBCA had also obtained a copy of the National Airfield Clearance Policy from the CAA. He added that the KBCA, on its own, could not give an NOC to any project and the NOC must to be issued by the CAA only after which the KBCA could approve the building plans.

He said if a building was constructed above the height allowed by the CAA, a notice was served on it and later the building was demolished. “Flight safety cannot be compromised regardless of the fact that a private builder or a government agency is constructing the building,” said CAA official Anjum Hafeez.


Answering questions by Dawn, the outgoing chief of the KBCA, Rauf Farooqui, who was in charge of the IT tower project, said that the CAA’s NOC was required only by private builders while the IT tower was a government project for which no CAA NOC was required. The KBCA had obtained a copy of the policy from the CAA and after the project plans were reviewed under the CAA policy by the KBCA, it was found that its proposed height of 600 feet was okay.

He agreed that the project had been delayed slightly, adding that the Malaysian company took longer to generate funds from the international market which took more than expected time.


Another reason was that the foreign company had three partners and one of them was an Indian national, he said, adding that the country’s security agencies expressed concern about it. So the Indian national had to be replaced and the legal matters involved took some time, the outgoing KBCA chief said.


Asked if the plans had been approved by the KBCA, he said that the plans were being prepared and would be ready soon and the work on the project would begin by June “positively” and would be completed within 30 months.

He, however, did not agree that the KBCA was looking the other way while the work on the project on the site had already started which was against the KBCA rules, and said that only exploration activities to test the strength of the soil was being carried out and the project work would start only after the plans were approved by the KBCA.


Mr Farooqui said that not only the city government would make huge profits from the project, but over 30,000 IT professionals – candidates for the project have already been short-listed -- would also get employment opportunities in the call centres located in the tower.

The sources, however, said that heavy earth-moving machinery had been used on the site for over a month now. They added that massive excavation had been carried out and hundreds of dumpers carrying soil from the site left a deep pit which would most probably be used for the basement. A huge quantity of steel and other construction material had also been moved in.


A company employee told Dawn that the project was having some problems with the CAA, which was not allowing the height of the building to be more than 150 metres. If the height of 150 metres – that could accommodate about 38 floors -- was to be observed, a luxury hotel planned for the top nine floors could not be constructed, and not only the entire building plans had to be reviewed but even the economics of the project would be changed. He, however, was hopeful that the local partner – the city government – would take up the issue with the CAA and have resolved it amicably.

The sources, however, said that if the CAA stuck to its 182-foot height limit, the entire project might have to be scraped. They added that the project might become financially unfeasible as only between 15 and 20 floors could be built in that height, which could not generate enough profits for the partners – the city government and the Malaysian firm.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 27/04/2008)

KBCA controller transferred in reaction to CDGK’s notification

The Sindh government has transferred Controller, Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), Rauf Akhtar Farooqi with immediate effect and directed him to report to the Services and Administration Department (Sindh). Farooqi’s deputy, Manzoor Qadir, has been posted as Controller KBCA.


This was the first reaction of the Sindh government in response to a notification of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), which was in contravention of the earlier directives of the Sindh government. The CDGK had, on Friday, directed the Controller KBCA to continue his duties as the EDO, Building Control Group, and the Managing Director (MD), Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB), Ghulam Arif, to continue as EDO, Water and Sanitation Department. 


Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani and other authorities of the ministry remained busy on Saturday in consultation with legal experts regarding CDGK’s action against the Sindh government. After obtaining advice from the legal experts, the Sindh chief secretary ordered the transfer of Controller, KBCA. Sources said that the contractual appointment of Ghulam Arif as MD, KWSB, could also be cancelled any time.

According to sources, Sindh government has taken serious notice of the renaming of the offices of MD, KWSB, and controller, KBCA, by the CDGK and viewed this move as ‘illegal occupation’ of the government offices, for which action must be taken against those responsible.


The minister told newsmen that the government had appointed the MD, KWSB, and controller, KBCA, through a notification but the offices of both organisations’ heads were ‘occupied’ on Friday.

Through a notification the CDGK had declared the Sindh government’s orders regarding the shifting of KWSB and KBCA chairmanship from city Nazim to Sindh minister for local government illegal, and announced the renaming of the offices of MD, KWSB, and Controller, KBCA, as EDO, ‘Water and Sanitation,’ and EDO, ‘Building Control Group,’ respectively. Ghulam Arif and Rauf Akhtar Farooqi were directed to continue working at these posts.


Agha Siraj Durrani pointed out that the Sindh High Court had already disposed of the City Nazim’s plea four years ago for transferring the control of KWSB and KBCA to the city government. “Under the SLGO-2001, the minister of local government is the authority of district governments,” he declared.

Meanwhile, the Sindh minister has left for his hometown, Shikarpur, for four days, while the city Nazim has flown to the United States for 10 days. The absence of the two might help defuse the situation that was ignited after the Sindh government withdrew the chairmanship of the KWSB and KBCA from the city Nazim earlier this week.


Sources said that the Sindh minister for local government has convened a new board meeting of KBCA on May 5 and of KWSB on May 6. Meanwhile, the Sindh government also transferred the Additional Secretary, Local Government, Ali Hasan Brohi, and directed him to report to the S&GD.

(The News-13, 27/04/2008)

Two-year-old killed in house collapse

Members of a family were injured and a child died when a one-unit house collapsed Saturday afternoon, within the jurisdiction of the Bilal Colony police station. The reason for the collapse was reported to be low-quality construction material.


At 03:30 p.m. Saturday, Asif, a mason by profession, was present at his house along with his family, when the roof of the house (No. N-660, Sector 5J, New Karachi) collapsed on them.


Edhi and Cheepa volunteers, along with workers from the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) reportedly rushed to the spot to rescue Asif’s family. While other members of the family managed to escape, two-year-old Zubair was, however, still stuck under the debris. He was dead by the time his body was pulled out two hours later.


Asif said that he took his wife and his children towards the exit gate, but Zubair and a daughter of his were trapped under the debris. Asif started shouting for help, and his daughter and Zubair were rescued two hours later. The latter had serious head injuries though, and died during treatment at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.

Asif has three other children apart from Zubair. One of them, Afsheen, was at a tuition centre when the roof of the house collapsed. The other escaped safely, while the third was rescued along with Zubair. The house belonged to Sadruddin, who is lived on the top floor. He had built the place around five to six years ago. Asif rented the bottom floor and had been living there for a couple of months. Sadruddin was also a mason by profession. 


Till the filing of this report, the CDGK and other rescue staff were busy removing debris from the spot.

SP New Karachi Town, said that the house was constructed on an 80-yard plot and the material used was not up to standards.

(The News-13, 27/04/2008)

Qadir replaces Farooqi as KBCA EDO


KARACHI: In the next phase of the rift between the local and provincial governments, the provincial government posted on Saturday Manzoor Qadir, a senior official of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) as the executive district officer and chief building controller, in place of Rauf Akhter Farooqi.

Qadir was previously the controller of the planning department. This posting coincides with City Nazim Mustafa Kamal’s departure on a 10-day visit to the US.


Sources in the KBCA, recently renamed the building control department, said that it was only a day before (Friday) when Farooqi received a notification from the nazim, naming him EDO of the department, but within 24 hours, he has been removed from his post and been asked to report to the Sindh local government department.

Farooqi has had a long career with the KBCA. Before being appointed chief controller in May 2007, he was the officer on special duty for almost two years, when Mumtaz-ur Rehman replaced Brigadier (Retd) A. S. Nasir.


Former KBCA chief gives his opinion: APP reported Saturday that Brig (retd) A.S. Nasir, the former chief of the Karachi Building Control Authority, is of the opinion that the CDGK is subordinate to the provincial government and not an independent organization. 

“They should learn to take instructions from the provincial government on matters such as the KBCA, KWSB instead of entering into a confrontation,” he commented. “The controversy needs to be resolved amicably.” He strongly felt that the functions of the KWSB should be segregated into water supply and sewerage. Sewerage was being ignored.


Referring to the KBCA, he said he felt that as the chairman of the inspection team, he saw the body suffering for the past 4 years. He said that concurrent with his nomination as the chief controller, the introduction of the Sindh LG ordinance 2001 came into immediate conflict with the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979. 


SBCO-1979, he said, is a statute that governs the functions of the KBCA. The SBCO-1979, by its nature, could not wean the KBCA from provincial control. In order to sort out anomalies, for which he was posted as the KBCA chief, the government of Sindh gave him full power to handle its internal and external frictions. Since the KBCA is functioning under SBCO-1979, he draws all his strength from the provincial government.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 27/04/2008)

DHA Ph VIII development to be completed by 2011


KARACHI: Phase VIII of Defense Housing Authority (DHA) will take another three years to develop, Daily Times has learnt. “The improvement of roads, construction of new roads, new sewerage lines, water supply lines, water reservoirs and KESC lines are all in progress and we hope that the entire phase will be fully developed by 2011,” informed the resident engineer (RE) for roads from consultants Osmani & Co. He said that they were working on DHA Phase-VIII only, as the development of this phase was not included in the DHA master plan. 


The construction of new roads was carried out at an estimated Rs 2.07 billion, while improvements cost Rs 97 million. The contractor for this project is the National Logistics Cell (NLC), and the contractors who are installing water supply lines and water reservoirs are J-China and the RMG Company.

These changes come after a long delay. A DHA official told Daily Times that DHA Karachi announced its plan to develop Phase VIII in the late 1980s. “Phase-VIII is mainly made up of reclaimed land and covers an area of over 4,000 acres, which is approximately 50 percent of the entire DHA Karachi,” he said. 


According to him, Phase VIII has been called the single largest development being undertaken in Pakistan in terms of size and foreign investment. “DHA is currently in talks with several foreign builders to bring in their expertise and develop the lucrative coastline,” said a DHA official.

“It was only in 1994 that the DHA began allotting plots to army officers and gave permission for the construction in its first three belts. The first plots were sold for just below Rs 600,000 in 1994,” the official revealed. Furthermore, all residential and commercial plots in DHA Phase VIII are now owned by the private sector and permission for construction has only been granted for a portion of the phase. As a result of the property boom that began in 2001, property prices in Phase VIII have risen over 1,000 percent since 1994, said the resident engineer of Osmani & Co.

Moreover, major investment by foreign firms has contributed to Phase VIII; the building for the golf club was developed by Malaysian firm Sysmax, and the six-star residential project Creek Marina by Singaporean firm, Meinhardt. Furthermore, Emaar Pakistan, a subsidiary of Emaar UAE, launched the 100-acre project, Crescent Bay, with an investment of 2.4 billion US dollars within DHA Phase VIII and in close proximity to the DHA golf course.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 28/04/2008)

A muddled sense of priority

WHEN it started late last week, the signs were ominous. But the manner in which it has unfolded, the ongoing controversy between the provincial government in Sindh and the City District Government Karachi is making for nothing but a sorry spectacle. Seen in the larger context of all the momentous questions awaiting equally momentous answers on the national scene, the happenings in Sindh — related to control of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the Karachi Building Control Authority — appear to be revolving around a non-issue. If nothing else, they reflect a somewhat muddled sense of priority in the provincial administration and more so in the case of the minister for local government who has decided to clip the wings of the Karachi nazim. No immediate benefits will accrue to consumers through the hasty move. It will only upset the apple cart at a time when the two parties involved are trying to work out a smooth equation. Moreover there is no plausible justification for taking action against the nazim, whose track record, one would argue, is much better than the minister’s.


Besides, who manages what is not as important as how something is managed. If the provincial government has a better plan for running the two bodies, it can easily share its vision with the CDGK whose performance in the last few years has been praiseworthy on several counts. And, more importantly, there is no dearth of people who have found it to be a body that has displayed a generosity of spirit and magnanimity in terms of paying heed to divergent opinions. That the government chose otherwise seems to have kicked up the row. The central leaderships of the two parties to the conflict — the PPP which is running the province and the MQM that is heading the CDGK — have so far kept their distance. While this is indicative of the low priority they accord, and rightly so, to the debate, an intervention is what the province now needs. With no one reining in the minister concerned, a tit-for-tat situation is keeping everyone on tenterhooks. The way forward is to put the whole matter on hold till vital issues of national significance are resolved. The intervening period should wisely be used for introspection and consultation.

(Dawn-7, 29/04/2008)

Controversy over KBCA takes another twist
KARACHI, April 28: The tussle between the Sindh government and the city government over the administrative control of two crucial civic bodies deepened on Monday when the newly appointed chief controller of the Karachi Building Control Authority assumed his office despite the fact that the acting nazim forbade him to do so and described the notification of his appointment as ‘illegal’.


The controversy erupted when the Sindh government issued two notifications recently and replaced Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal by Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani as chief of the KBCA and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.


The city government retaliated the following day and, in pursuance of the provincial government’s orders issued in 2002 and 2004, notified the KWSB and the KBCA as the 15th and 16th groups of offices in the Karachi city government. It also asked the heads of the two bodies to continue working as executive district officers (EDO).


The controversy took another twist on April 26 when Rauf Akhtar Farooqui was removed as chief controller of the KBCA and Manzoor Qadir, a Grade-19 officer in the KBCA, was appointed in his place.


Since Mr Kamal is currently on a visit to the US, acting City Nazim Nasreen Jaleel wrote a letter, dated April 26, 2007, to Mr Qadir, advising him not to take up his new assignment.

“It is learnt that an illegal posting notification has been issued wherein you are posted as chief controller, Karachi Building Control group of offices, CDGK, whereas the said post has been re-designated as executive district officer, consequent upon KBCA being notified as 16th group of offices of the Karachi city government. Hence, you are advised not to join on the basis of such illegal notification which is ab initio null and void,” says the letter.


However, despite issuance of the letter, Mr Qadir assumed his office as chief controller and not as EDO in pursuance of the Sindh government notification of his posting. The outgoing KBCA chief, who had relinquished charge on Saturday, did not turn up on Monday.


Talking to newsmen at his office on Monday, Mr Qadir said that the Sindh government had posted him as KBCA’s chief controller but he would obey the directives of both the minister for local government and the city nazim.

He denied receiving any directives from the acting city nazim for not taking up his new assignment. “I have heard this through the media but if I get any such notification, I will send it to the Sindh government for further action,” he said.


Sources close to the MQM and the Pakistan Peoples Party said that both parties were trying to resolve what they described as ‘some misunderstanding’ over the administrative control of the KBCA and the KWSB.

They said the MQM had refrained from issuing statements on “the curtailment of the city nazim’s powers by the provincial government” because it did not want to throw into disarray power-sharing talks with the PPP.


However, the MQM is believed to have raised this matter during one of its meetings with PPP leaders who asked the former to take up the issue with PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari.

The sources said that a meeting between Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani and Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad was expected soon to bring to an end the ongoing tussle and improve the working relationship between the city and the provincial governments.

Meanwhile, the Sindh government posted Sajjad Abbasi, an ex-PCS officer in Grade 19, as EDO Revenue group of offices in the Karachi city government. He was previously posted as EDO Revenue in Dadu district.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 29/04/2008)

Preparation of low-cost housing plans ordered
KARACHI, April 28: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has directed the housing and town planning department to prepare a low-cost housing scheme. He issued the directive while presiding over a high-level meeting at the CM’s House on Monday. The meeting discussed various issues, including the implementation of a PPP programme under which residential units would be provided to the poor and shelterless people in urban and rural areas of the province.

Mr Shah, who was earlier given a briefing on katchi abadis and demand for housing schemes, told the officials to work out a plan for the setting up a “Sindh Housing Authority” to meet the challenge.


Referring to various studies calling for the availability of 58,000 residential units per annum in the province, he ordered that the pace of work on the schemes for the construction of small residential units be accelerated so that the backlog of 150,000 houses could be met and the units could be handed over to the deserving people at the earliest.


The chief minister said that along with the schemes for urban areas, a comprehensive strategy be devised to resolve the same problem in rural areas. He recalled that it was the commitment of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to ensure “roti, kapra aur makan” for every citizen and the PPP would strive hard to fulfil the commitment by providing shelter to the shelterless and all basic facilities to people, especially those living in katchi abadis.


Mr Shah asked the officials to work out plans on private-public partnership and also involve NGOs to meet the challenge of low-cost housing. He also stressed that maintaining law and order was the government’s foremost responsibility, and said that magistrates should ensure implementation of government policies and orders under the supervision of DCOs.


The chief minister asked Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman to summon a meeting within the week to chalk out a plan in this regard.


Additional Chief Secretary Nazar Hussain Mehar and secretaries of finance and housing & town planning were among the officials present at the meeting.

Price Control

Presiding over another meeting held to discuss measures for controlling prices of essential commodities and check profiteers, the chief minister asked the administration and law enforcement agencies not to hesitate in taking strict action against those found indulged in hoarding and profiteering.


He observed that due to some ambiguities in the devolution plan and the Local Government Ordinance, confusion prevailed among officials about their authority and exercising powers. However, he added, as far as the maintenance of law and order was concerned, it was the responsibility of the provincial government.

He ordered provision of police cover to the district government officials and magistrates for conducting raids to check profiteering and hoarding of commodities, including wheat flour and rice.

(Dawn-18, 29/04/2008)

KBCA chief posting illegal, says Nasreen


KARACHI: Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil has described as illegal the Sindh government’s decision to remove Rauf Akhter as the chief controller of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA).


The provincial government issued a notification on Saturday naming Manzoor Qadir as the new chief controller. The decision comes in the wake of the government’s decision to remove City Nazim Mustafa Kamal as the head of the KBCA.


Qadir took charge on Monday. On arrival, he was greeted by officials at the KBCA block, Civic Center. In a meeting held at the KBCA conference hall, he told them that he understood their problems and they would work together to overcome them. “I belong to this department and am aware of the problems its employees face,” he said. 


All employees who were removed by the prior city government office will be reinstated and demotions will be reviewed. Benefits, including transportation for KBCA employees, are being made top priority. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal is the father of the city and his hard work is appreciated, Qadir said. 


Meanwhile, a notification (No. Nazim/City/Secy/291/2008) issued by the acting city nazim Nasreen Jalil stated: ‘It is learnt that an illegal posting notification has been issued wherein you are posted as chief controller, Karachi Building Control Group of offices, CDGK, whereas the said post has been re-designated as executive district officer, consequent upon KBCA being notified as [the] 16th group of offices of [the] city government. Hence, you are advised not to join on the basis of such illegal notification which is ab initio null and void.’


Senior officials in the city government forewarned that such notifications will continue to widen the bridge between both tiers of government. “We are confused as to who is our parent organization - the city government or the Sindh government?” said a senior KBCA official. “It should be cleared up as soon as possible.” The titles of officers have been revised according to SLGO 2001, but old provincial government postings are creating doubt and confusion. 

Mustafa Kamal is on a 10-day trip to the US on invitation from the US State Department.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 29/04/2008)

MAY

Importance of planning in urban uplift stressed
KARACHI, April 30: Blaming politicians for the unbridled growth of cities like Karachi and Mumbai, a German and a local expert stressed on Wednesday the importance of planning in urban development.


Speaking on ‘Urban development in the 21st century’ at the Goethe-Institut, Arif Hasan, chairman of the Urban Resource Centre in Karachi and founding member of the Asian Coalition for Housing Rights, concentrated on the neo-liberal, urban development paradigm in Asian cities and drew on his experiences while working with the URC and ACHR.


While comparing cities such as Beijing, Mumbai, Manila, etc, he said different cities with varied needs and population sizes had some strong similarities. Whereas politicians in Mumbai aim at making that city resemble Shanghai, our politicians in Karachi are striving to make the city look more like Dubai.


High-rises are coming up in most Asian cities being studied by the ACHR where ground plus eight floor buildings are being preferred. But preferred by whom, is one of the biggest questions here if you look at the needs of the people they are being built for. Can the motor mechanic who used to repair vehicles on the pavement outside his little hut still do the same kind of work if he is moved to the eighth floor?


That in fact is how Pakistan has changed the definition of ‘urban’. Development here, according to the URC chairman, whose organisation fights against eviction and gentrification or degradation of Karachi’s inner city, requires more land. To acquire more land in this densely-populated port city, the developers need to evict more and more people as it has been done for the construction of the Lyari Expressway or the several beach-facing projects that resulted in the demolition of some 138 villages. Some 50,000 families in Karachi have been relocated and put on the backburner since 1997, which will have some serious repercussions such as major changes in land prices, homelessness, joblessness, increase in katchi abadis, decrease in literacy rate, mass transit system problems leading to increasing loans.

The construction of apartment blocks, high-rises, flyovers, elevated expressways while displacing the poor from those areas without any proper planning is no solution. Between 1981 and 1998, 30,000 units were built for the lower-income population when there was a demand for 50,000, which means a backlog of 340,000 in 1998 and 520,000 today.


In Karachi, where 70 per cent of households have a monthly income of less than Rs10,000, who are we building these major projects for? There are three key players in the development of any city — politicians, planners and the people. In Karachi, as it has been seen, when the politicians and planners come close, the people and their needs grow apart.

Concluding his lecture showing pictures of displaced poor people sleeping in public toilets in the ideal city of our planners – Dubai – Arif Hasan said, “In major Asian cities, we have moved from importance of planning to the age of projects.”


Prof Dr Johann Jessen, a professor of Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Stuttgart, in his lecture focused on the current problems and strategies regarding urban and regional development in Germany.

Giving the example of redevelopment in the port city of Hamburg and urban intervention in the Hamburg Hafen City Project and the Tubingen French Quarter, he explained how the problem in that part of the world was the decline in population due to a lower birth-rate that has also resulted in the increase of the population of older people there. This in turn raises the demand for immigration to fill jobs in the high-tech industry, agriculture sector, research and development.


City development in Germany is undertaken giving priority to planning while keeping in mind the economic competitiveness of the city regions and protecting natural resources to support social and cultural cohesion.

The impact of reunification in Germany has seen the growing as well as shrinking of various cities. Whereas there has been an economic decline in Eastern German cities, there is a rise on the other side allowing development to take place in the less populated areas where dense residential areas have been bulldozed to make way for modern townhouses, community centres, etc. The change is also brought about with the aim of establishing a new economic base.

The two lectures by the Pakistani expert and the German professor were in sharp contrast of each other. Whereas in Pakistan, redevelopment for the sake of keeping up with a globalised economy causes the marginalising of the poor sections here, in Europe they concentrate more on social and environmental issues before planning major city changes.

(By Shazia Hasan, Dawn-18, 01/05/2008)

SKAA ‘Sasti Basti’ project still awaiting approval after 10 yrs

KARACHI: The Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority (SKAA) has a plan to construct low-cost housing for the deprived, who lack the funds to build or buy their own housed in Sindh, however, the have been awaiting approval from the Sindh government for the past 10 years. 


The Sasti Basti (cheap residential colony) project was thought of and presented to the Sindh government by former SKAA Director General Tasneem Ahmed Siddiqui eight to 10 years ago. The SKAA still keeps the project abreast and seeks approval to complete the task as the authority has already initiated a pilot in Karachi, Kotri, Sukkur and Larkana over the last three years.


Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gillani has already announced that the government will construct a million houses for the poor, while Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah directed the Sindh chief secretary to submit all details pertaining to low-cost housing for the needy within 10 days.


A well-placed officer at the SKAA, who chose to remain anonymous, told Daily Times that the authority does not need funds from the government. All it needs is land allocated for the project and the SKAA will handle the rest. The SKAA needs 500 acres in Karachi and another 50 acres in other districts in Sindh. The government had promised a 200-acre plot in Haji Camp ten years ago, but this was merely a verbal order, he regretted.

Unfortunately, land grabbers have illegally occupied at least 38 percent of government land in the city, including that 200-acre plot adjacent to the Haji Camp gate, he alleged.


The Sasti Basti project will be made possible through a give-and-take policy with the builder. The SKAA will divide the land into different categories of residential plots, including 80 and 120 square-yard plots. Buyers will be allowed to stay for 2 weeks in a house constructed by the SKAA, who will monitor whether the temporary resident is actually in need of a home or not.


Having been satisfied on all aspects, the SKAA will ask the buyer to pay Rs 3,000 or Rs 5,000 in advance while the rest will be payable in easy installments not exceeding Rs 500 a month.

The SKAA has already completed its homework and there will be at least 3,000 houses, a mosque, a playground, a park and an 80-feet wide road in each 100-acre plot.Earlier, the former caretaker government had stopped the SKAA from working, including monitoring, identifying and leasing work for three months.

(DailyTimes-B1, 01/05/2008)

Govt draws a line under BoR blaze inquiry
KARACHI, May 1: The Sindh government has closed the book on the March 20 fire that ravaged the Board of Revenue’s offices and destroyed records of land worth billions of rupees despite the fact that the blaze was found to be an act of arson by two investigations separately undertaken by police and the provincial administration.


Inquiry committees formed independently by the chief secretary and the Sindh inspector-general of police to determine the cause of the fire concurred that it was a “deliberate attempt” to destroy the important official records.

The committees recommended to the provincial government to file a case with the police for a complete investigation.


However, members of the committees told Dawn that they were not very hopeful that the provincial government would move for the registration of an FIR to initiate a criminal investigation, recalling that in the past recommendations for the institution of cases on the basis of reports submitted by inquiry committees went unheeded.

“The case seems to be over now,” said a senior official, who was a member of one of the inquiry teams that recommended a criminal investigation to bring to book the real culprits behind the arson.

“This is not the first time that a case which has been found to be a result of criminal negligence will not be probed in such a way that the real culprits are exposed.” He said the only hope now was that some accused arrested in another case might confess to his involvement in the Board of Revenue arson under interrogation.

But I don’t think that there would be a need for an FIR for investigations and the matter is all but closed now.”


A three-member police investigation team blamed arson for the secretariat fire in its report to the Sindh IG, an assertion subsequently corroborated by the provincial government inquiry committee, which was headed by the additional chief secretary. The suspicion that arson was behind the March 20 blaze in the Board of Revenue offices was grounded in the fact that the fire coincided with the beginning of two days of provincial holidays granted on account of Eid Milad-un-Nabi (Peace by upon him).


Further investigations proved that it was no coincidence that recent fires at government buildings in the city, such as the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation and the Radio Pakistan buildings, had occurred on holidays.


However, police authorities believe while the department had initiated and completed the inquiry on the directives of the then Sindh IG, Azhar Ali Farooqui, it was the provincial government’s job to decide about the future course of action.

“The police submitted its report and recommended action. Police findings have been supported by the government’s committee,” said a senior police official. “The police are not in a position to pursue the case, as the aggrieved party in this particular case is the Board of Revenue or the Sindh government. Any follow-up action on the committee recommendations is now the job of the government and not of the police.”


However, one of officials, who was part of the Sindh government’s committee, termed the provincial administration’s approach ‘justified’ to some extent, adding that apart from criminal investigations the team had also recommended measures to preserve such records in the future.


“Some of the partially destroyed records could still be salvaged,” said the official. “We have also recommended that the record be computerised with strict security measures to avoid such incidents in the future.”

During the course of the investigation conducted by the police, it came out that in 2005 a private company was assigned the task of computerizing the province’s land records and undertaking a survey of Karachi, which was scrapped a few months after being initiated, following a dispute within the then ruling coalition.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-15, 02/05/2008)

Navaid Hussain: an architect of truth

Though he was shot in the temple and stomach in 1997, Navaid Husain has not given up his fight for truth against illegal encroachments and the land mafia in Karachi. An architect by profession, Husain started his practice under the umbrella of his company Unit 4 in the mid-70s that has various projects at par with international standards to its credit.


Born on October 14, 1946 in Aligarh (India), Husain migrated to Pakistan with his family soon after independence. After graduating from the University of Karachi, Husain went to the United Kingdom for a Master’s in Architecture. 


One of Husain’s major accomplishments as an architect includes the PIA Squash Complex that was also nominated for the Aga Khan Award for Architecture. The project however, was demolished for unknown reasons. Husain has also won various awards for designing buildings which include the Accountant General’s Office of Sindh, the Bureau of Statistics and the head office of the Allied Bank. In the late 70s, he carried out the Third Education Project at seven different sites in Sindh. The project was funded by the World Bank. From the 80s to 90s, Husain designed various branches of international banks, hospitals, and companies in Pakistan as well as in Abu Dhabi, UAE.


An active participant in the country’s politics and social movements, Husain said that “I was a member of the Qaumi-Mahaz-e-Azadi, took part in the Movement for Restoration of Democracy and was arrested by the Zia government in 1988.” He was also a founding member of Shehri, an NGO along with Qazi Faez Isa, Dr Qaiser Bengali, Dr Naveed and Humaira Rehman. “We established an NGO to ensure a better environment for the citizens. It was an environment advocacy group and I was its founding Honorary Chairman,” Husain added.


Due to Husain’s stance against rampant encroachments in 1994, the security guards of the chief minister of the time manhandled and thrashed him. The chief of CPLC had to use his authority to mediate the dispute. 


However, the worst incident of abuse against Husain occurred on July 8, 1997 when armed men barged into his office and shot him. What was an obvious attempt to eliminate the outspoken man, along with his NGO for continuously raising his voice against the land mafia in Karachi, resulted only in strengthening Husain’s determination.

“I spent over a month at the Aga Khan Hospital for treatment as one of the bullets hit my skull near the left eye. Moreover, I was also shot twice in the abdomen,” he explained. The bullet that had cut deep into his skull, has not only left a mark on his face, but has also damaged his speech skills, due to which he is unable to talk as smoothly as he could in the past. 


“It took more than six months to recover from the injuries and, to date, I have to visit doctors for monthly checkups and medications,” said Husain. He also revealed that a private television channel had also produced a 16-episode series inspired by the incident titled ‘Woh Kaun Hai?’


In his spare time, Husain plays bridge, chess and enjoys swimming. He is also fond of playing the sitar, guitar and harmonica. Not only that, one can find over 10,000 books in his house on a wide range of topics including religion, history, culture, and literature. He has also written various articles which have been published in newsletters, journals, and daily newspapers. He has established two partnerships called Group1 and Navaid Husain, which are based on improving the environment through architecture.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-20, 02/05/2008)

Only five per cent high-rises have fire safety measures in place

There are only five per cent high-rise buildings in the city where fire safety measures are taken, said officials of Karachi’s fire department, pointing out that this is why the number of fire incidents on the rise in the city. In fact, “there are buildings in Karachi such as the IT Tower where everything is considered except for fire safety,” said Zameer Siddiqui, the ex-chief officer of the fire department. 


Fawad Bari, the Deputy Chief Executive of Haseen Habib Trading Company that deals in fire safety equipment, concurred. “There are several buildings on I.I. Chundrigar Road alone where thousands of people work but no steps have been taken regarding fire safety,” he said. 


In this regard, added Siddiqui, the fire department also needs to be completely restructured in order to meet the fire safety needs of the city. “We desperately need a Fire Prevention Cell in the department which exists in most modern countries,” he said. 


In 1997, the civic authorities had a fleet of 65 fire tenders that has now shrunk to 20. “The fire department is considered to be one of the most important departments in the world but here things are different. The budget allocated is not enough to upgrade the department,” explained Bari.


In this regard, The News contacted Masood Alam, the EDO Municipal Services, who disclosed that five new fire tenders have been purchased recently. He added that 40 fire tenders are being repaired. If these are successfully repaired, the number of fire tenders in the city will go up to 80. “Keeping in mind the requirement of this city we need at least 180 fire tenders,” he added.


The city has a total of three fire stations at the moment, two of which are a legacy of the British era. One of them is in Saddar and the other near Lawrence Road. “After Partition, another fire station was established at Soldier Bazaar. These fire stations were enough to cater to the needs of the 0.25 million people of the city back then. However, the situation is completely different now,” said Siddiqui.


Clearly, things haven’t changed much since then, especially with regard to the pay scale of fire fighters. The basic salary of a fireman is that of a grade five officer which amounts to only Rs8,000 per month, even after getting the compulsory overtime of four hours every day. In case of the death of a fireman, some compensation is paid to the family and the son (if any) of the deceased is also offered a job in the fire department, he added.

Also, the lack of insurance for firemen only adds to the problem, said the Vice President, Fire Protection Association of Pakistan, Saeed Jadoon. This is provided to firemen all over the world. Jadoon claimed that fire fighters here do not even have Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), which would cost Rs0.1 million per fireman. 


In 2006, he said, 150 pieces of fire fighting clothing was donated to Pakistan by a western country out of which 50 were given to the CDGK and 100 were distributed among the other fire-fighting departments in the country. 

“The gear is generally considered to be a ceremonial garb and firemen are rarely if ever seen wearing them while taking part in operation,” he said. 


Meanwhile, Alam said that there are training institutions for fire fighters in the country. “In fact, we have two such institutions in the city, out of which one is at Safari Park while the other is at Jubilee Market,” he said. Every fire station established in the city also provides training to firemen, he added. According to him, the number of fire fighters in the city is more than 500.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 02/05/2008)

Housing scheme for flood victims launched
LARKANA, May 2: The Marie Adelaide Leprosy Centre (MALC) in coordination with Caritas Austria, an NGO, has launched a scheme for construction of 100 houses in flood-hit areas of Qambar-Shahdadkot.


Village Kehar Khan Magsi near Patooja Shakh which was completely destroyed during past year’s floods had been chosen for the construction of first house. The construction work had begun, the medical coordinator of the centre, Dr Farooque Rehman Soomro, told Dawn.

He said that 20 houses would be constructed in the village within three months of time.


Each house would cost around Rs250,000 and the project would be completed by Oct 30, 2008, he said while adding that the worst affected families would then be given the possession of these newly constructed houses.

Two other villages close to Kutchi Pul, near Sindh-Balochistan border, had also been selected for the construction of new houses, he said.


Giving details about the damages caused by the last summer’s floods in Sindh and Balochistan, Dr Farooque said that it had resulted in huge human and monetary losses as thousands of people were displaced due to floods.

He said that according to a report of National Disaster Management Authority 417 people had died — 203 in Balochistan and 214 in Sindh — while 224 were still missing.

The report said that 36,819 houses were “completely damaged”, 321,672 hectares of crops and orchards were damaged or destroyed, 429km of provincial highways and 5,581km of secondary and minor roads were damaged because of floods.


The whole area, agriculture fields, residential places and roads were inundated with two to four feet of water which forced the whole population to move to safer places near the main highways with their livestock and remaining valuables.

He said the centre with the help of Caritas Austria, had provided emergency relief to flood victims in form of tents, food and clothing. He said approximately 1300 families were given dry ration (edibles) and washing soaps. Ration was supplied on monthly basis, he said.

Three hundred tents were distributed among the most deserving families while two hundred families were provided utensils.


Dr Soomro said that the MALC had recently started a triple merger programme and established centers in Larkana, Kandhkot and Mirpurkhas for free treatment of patients of leprosy, prevention of blindness and tuberculosis.


All laboratory tests for these three diseases were being conducted for free at the centers, he said and added that the Bank Alfalah, Pakistan Petroleum Limited and Sui Southern Gas Company had adopted these centers and bearing its expenses for three years.


Allowance: Employees working in different departments of Larkana will get corporation allowance, said Speaker Sindh Assembly Nisar Ahmed Khuhro.

He was speaking at a public gathering organized by the People’s Labour Bureau and the Watan Dost Employees Federation in Zulfikar Bagh on Thursday night to mark the International Labour Day.


Mr Khuhro the government will pass on this long awaited benefit to employees.

The government was aware of peoples’ problems for which it was focusing on providing peaceful atmosphere for positive growth in every sector. He was critical of the previous government for shunting out workers and denying them benefits at the cost of nurturing what he called bureaucrats.


He praised the unconditional support of workers to the PPP for economic stability adding that Benazir Bhutto while leading a rally at the KPT Bridge had announced workers to be the backbone of a country’s economy.

He claimed the late Z.A Bhutto declared May 1, a public holiday but in 2001 the government cancelled, it while the PPP coming into power again restored it.

(Dawn-4, 03/05/2008)

Land reforms
LEST it be misunderstood, at the outset I must emphasise that this article in not another contribution to that mythological entity which some columnists not trained in political economy, from where this term originates, call ‘feudalism’.

While some people still find proof of this entity when they visit their villages, Pakistan must be the only country in the world where in the 21st century op-ed pages carry articles by defence analysts and others who confuse issues of power and its abuses with those related to economic categories, relations and the modes of production.


This article is not about any particular mode of production, primarily because it assumes that the dominance of feudalism in Pakistani agriculture is a redundant concept in the 21st century. However, the article is about land, agriculture and especially about power and inequality, as well as economic growth. In order to make the points that I do, it is important to clarify that debates about land reforms or broader agrarian reforms do not necessarily presume the presence of any pre-capitalist forms of production such as ‘feudalism’.


In countries where multinational corporations own thousands of acres of land run on the most advanced forms of capitalist principles, debates about land reforms are equally relevant and important and, in fact, nationalisation and redistribution of land has taken place.


Moreover, problems related to the misuse of power and on the basis of inequality are not tied to any particular ‘ism’. They are a permanent feature of the human condition, found in all societies and in all forms of economic and social relations, including those based on private contracts, such as marriage, and in domestic arrangements as well. Even in the most advanced, so-called ‘civilised’ societies, one see degrees of the misuse of power in multiple social spheres.


One could perhaps argue, that much of this power and its manifestation, emanates from ownership and/or the appropriation of rights over some form of property and capital, whether material or social. In addition, as a result of skewed power relations, inequality continues to persist and limits human agency. These general principles can be applied as easily with regard to gender relations, marriage or agricultural growth.


The issue of land reforms in Pakistani agriculture has become less urgent for many analysts, for there is evidence that both economic and social relations of production have changed considerably over the last few decades. While land ownership continues to be highly skewed, especially in some regions, the arguments against land reforms are built on the premise that due to inheritance, urbanisation, mechanisation and so forth, agricultural production has already become modern, and hence, there is no need to intervene in the natural evolutionary processes underway.


In addition, these changes in the economic and social relations of production have given rise to modern forms of production and have resulted in the growth of the middle classes. Research in the field of political economy supports such broad generalisations.


Research shows, that in Pakistan, less than half of all rural households own any agricultural land, while the top 2.5 per cent of households account for over 40 per cent of all land owned. This data shows marked land inequality in rural Pakistan. At the cost of repetition, I must emphasise once again that ownership of land has little to do with the relations of production, i.e. whether they are ‘feudal’ or of any other dispensation. Figures on poverty in Pakistan show that most of the poor reside in areas designated as ‘rural’, and the lack of access to land is a feature which perpetuates their poverty.


Moreover, one of the more interesting findings about poverty in recent years shows that a higher incidence of poverty exists amongst non-farm rural households in much of the country. Fifty-seven per cent of the rural poor are non-farm households. The majority of Pakistan’s rural poor are neither tenant farmers nor farm owners. The distribution of rural poverty closely reflects land distribution, which is highly unequal in Pakistan, with only 37 per cent of rural households owning any land at all.

In Punjab, non-farm poverty is higher than farm poverty, although in Sindh and Balochistan, farm poverty is higher than non-farm poverty, reflecting patterns of land ownership, land tenure and access to land for cultivation.


Land reforms can take numerous forms, ranging from the redistribution of land confiscated from large land owners and distributed to the landless (as happened in 1959 and 1972 in Pakistan) to the distribution of state-owned land to those without land, something that is supposed to happen on a more regular basis. Land can also be nationalised and owned by the state, a strategy which has few supporters in the age of liberalisation. Despite the natural process of evolution in the rural and agrarian economy, there are justifications to intervene in the process to address some of the problems of inequality, poverty and economic growth.


If the landless rural poor were provided access to land, preferably as owners, along with subsidised support packages, it is possible that some of the problems related to poverty could begin to be addressed, particularly when global food prices are escalating at the pace they are today. As a result, perhaps some of Pakistan’s shortfalls in agricultural output could also be met. In addition, data shows that income inequality has increased sharply in the last few years, and unemployment has also grown. Both these issues could be redressed if the landless were given user rights and, preferably, ownership rights over cultivable land.


If given land, the landless poor are likely to benefit much sooner with regard to economic returns than they are with regard to power relations. Nevertheless, if their economic situation improves, it is likely that their relationship with the instruments and institutions of power will also begin to be renegotiated.

Whichever way one looks at it, whether with regard to growing poverty and inequality, problems of agricultural growth and output, rising food prices, or the manifestations of power relations, the debate on land and agrarian reform needs to replace the rather sterile impressionistic arguments which find feudalism everywhere in Pakistan.

(By S. Akbar Zaidi, Dawn-7, 03/05/2008)

Hindu temple converted into auto workshop

KARACHI: Rusted broken iron bars, scratched plasters, wrecked fences and cars parked outside for repairs are the sights at the century-old Ratan Talha Hindu temple, once known for its beautiful architecture.


[image: image18.jpg]


The Auqaf department leased this historic temple to a private party that converted the temple into an auto-workshop. The workshop owner has converted the temple’s main worship area into a storeroom and has restricted the local Hindus from visiting the temple for worship. The temple is located on Ratan Street, near the Preedy police station.

The temple is spread over an acre with two-storey buildings surrounding it from three sides, built for pundits and guests. A courtyard for public gatherings is located in the center and on one side is a worship area made with iron bars.

“The Auqaf department has allowed the private parties to insult the temple by converting it into a workshop. There is no gate at the main entrance and the wild animals entering the temple upset us the most,” said Sindh Hindu Council General Secretary Maharaj DM.


According to the secretary, the council has repeatedly contacted Auqaf officials for retaining the possession of the temple for renovation work, but has been refused.


Former SHC Minority MPA Bheery Mal Balani said that the workshop owner has taken over the Dharamshala for which he pays only a few hundred rupees to the Auqaf as rent.

“Auqaf officials sold the 14 shops in the temple and kept a small land for the temple that is also used by the workshop,” said Balani. He informed that the workshop owner restricts Hindus from visiting the temple.


Abdul Qayum, the workshop owner, said that he leased the temple two decades ago and had no knowledge of it being a temple, as there were no statues of gods and goddesses when he received it from the Auqaf department. 

The owner claimed that he has not restricted anyone from visiting the temple building.

(DailyTimes-B1, 03/05/2008)

DJ College ordered to vacate sports ground

The Government of Sindh issued orders to the Government DJ Science College to immediately vacate the sports ground and hand it over for the formation of an Education Complex, officials told The News.

The ground adjacent to the Government Commerce College is under the Rangers control for the last several years. It was during the rule of General Zia-ul-Haq that most of the locations of education departments were handed over to the Rangers. A little portion of the ground was, however, left vacant for the sports activity of the students of the DJ College. The Rangers have established a regional office on some part of the ground.


The Technical Board near the National Institute of Public Adminisrtation (NIPA) is also being occupied by the Rangers where they have set up residential quarters, forcing the technical board staff to work in only two to three rooms at a time. In the same manner the bungalow of the chairman of the Hyderabad Board of Education is also being used by the Rangers.


Sources said however, that the Sindh Government had issued directives to the Works Department Education to contact the Principal of DJ College in order get the sports ground evacuated immediately, and start work on an educational complex.

The previous caretaker government also issued similar orders to the principal of the college to get control for constructing the education complex but was stopped due to the pressure of the students and teachers of the college.

The prestigious DJ (Dayaram Jethmull) Government Science College established in 1887 was the only college left where the playground was not encroached upon, while other city colleges’ playgrounds were either taken over by the rangers or was trespassed upon by the settlers coming from different parts of the country.

It must be mentioned here that the DJ College has already been declared a cultural heritage by the Government of Sindh.


The Education Complex will house the office of Secretary Education, who already has two offices in his possession, one at Tughlaq House, Sindh Secretariat and the other at the Sindh Textbook Board Office, Director College, Director Private Schools and other education projects offices will be built in this complex.

Legally, a summary has to be moved for its annexation, though it’s a property of DJ Science College but is controlled by the Rangers.


Expressing grave concern for illegally occupying the DJ College playground, the management of the College and Principal, Hakimullah Beg Chugtai, said that some external elements without mandatory approval required started excavation work during caretaker government and was again eyeing on this prestigious ground which was highly condemnable.


The principal alleged that the land grabbers illegally occupy playground of DJ Science College and wanted to use it for commercial purposes depriving the students of recreational activities.

In the name of constructing Educational Complex on the ground, the entire playground of about more than 1000 yards was sold out for different commercial purposes, the insider said. The basement of the ground was sold for parking lot, while the top of the building was allocated for private office purposes.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 05/05/2008)

Labourer buried under avalanche

A labourer died after he was buried under hill stones while working under a construction house in the Bahadurabad police limits. 


Mohammed Saleem (30) died in the CP Berar Society when workers were digging the hill stones for construction of a house. Shahzad and Ashraf were injured.

As they were digging, suddenly a heavy stone fell on them, resulting in the death of Saleem who was pressed under the stones, while they sustained injuries. Other labourers came and started rescuing them. 


At that moment Saleem was alive but they had no equipment to take him out of the debris.

The deceased came to Karachi a few months back from Khanewal (Punjab). The deceased was married and had two children. His body was taken by his cousin to Khanewal.

(The News-14, 05/05/2008)

Building in Bahadurabad turns bloody


KARACHI: A construction worker was killed when an iron rod went through his body after rock surface behind the site crumbled Sunday.
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According to Bahadurabad DSP Irshad Sohail, labourer Saleem Shaikh, was fixing an iron rod on the fourth floor addition to a building when the incident happened at 10:00 a.m. The building he was working on was built against a large rock surface. According to the DSP, when it was initially built, they cut into the lower portion of the hill. The building is located on plot No. 147 Block-7, CP Barar Society.


Shaikh’s body got trapped in the debris and it took nearly four hours for rescue workers to extract him. Another construction worker identified as Ashraf survived with injuries. He was taken to JPMC. Shaikh hailed from the Punjab and was the father of one son.

The police are still investigating the status of the construction. “I cannot say whether it was legal or not,” said SHO Sajjad, “but it was being constructed with the permission of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA).” The KBCA has since sealed the area. 


The owner of the building could not be immediately found. “It might be possible that he was present,” said DSP Sohail, adding that the police were engaged with the rescue work and hence did not notice. The construction project manager, Shehzad, was at the site and helped with the rescue.

(DailyTimes-B1, 05/05/2008)

Call to stop takeover of college playground

KARACHI, May 5: Faculty members of DJ Sindh Government Science College have opposed the education department’s move for handing over of a part of the college’s sports ground to the works department of the city government and demanded cancellation of the order. The demand came up at a meeting attended by all faculty members, including assistant professors, associate professors, lecturers and librarians, on Monday.

The meeting rejected the official move and demanded the cancellation of the order.

They said DJ Science College was the only college in the metropolis which provided a sports facility, adding that earlier the education department of the provincial government had tried to change the status of the ground and construct an education complex.


“The department has been making similar efforts for a long time under one pretext or another but such efforts failed to materialise because of the persistent resistance of students and the teachers’ community.”

Recently, during the tenure of former education minister Dr Shujaat Ali Baig, the department once again tried to take over the ground but unrest among the students of the college caused the plan to fall through, they said.

Shockingly, they said, the bureaucratic authorities in the education department unethically pressured the principal of the college to finalize the handing over the plot to the works department of the city government. This would deprive the students of their available sports facilities.

(Dawn-17, 06/05/2008)

DJ Science College

Principal ‘pressurised’ into handing over sports ground to Sindh govt

DJ Science College Principal Prof. M.B. Chugtai has handed over the occupation of the sports ground of the college to the Sindh government despite popular opinion which went contrary to this act.

It was, however, learnt through reliable sources that the Director Inspection Colleges and DO Works forcibly had the letter signed by the principal. The inside sources disclosed to The News that the principal was threatened of dire consequences. 


After receiving threats and harassment at the government level, the principal with no option left had signed a letter handing over the sports ground to the DO Works. The letter signed by the principal, however, showed several reservations which said that the college has handed over the marked area of the ground 195x135’ to DO Education Works 1W & S Department CDGK.


However, a meeting of the faculty of DJ Science College was held at its premises on Monday with about 50 professors, associate professors and lecturers adopted resolutions saying that any move to change the status of the sports ground of the college will be thwarted.


The meeting also decided to stage a protest demonstration in front of the Sindh Assembly Secretariat on Tuesday (today) to record their resentment against what they termed an illegal move to hand over the sports ground to the government. 

The letter signed by the principal said that the marked area was the part of sports ground of the 120 years old DJ College and the area had been earmarked for development of Volleyball Court. It also said that the college had never been consulted/informed before the finalisation/approval of the scheme for construction of the Education Complex. The college has not been informed till date about the details of the plan, which has created a lot of apprehensions about the fate of the remaining ground. It also said that apparently there was no proper approach for vehicles to the proposed Education Complex from the adjoining areas. It seems that the remaining sports ground will be utilised for the purpose.


The principal in a letter to the Director Inspection Colleges has requested that before starting any construction on the DJ College Sports Ground, due consideration may kindly be awarded to the point of the view of the College Administration and College Management.


Meanwhile, 50 of the professors, associate professors, lecturers and other concerned persons have opposed the Education Department’s move for handing over the part of the college’s sports ground to the Works Department, CDGK and demanded cancellation of the orders.

The demand was made at a meeting of faculty members of the DJ Sindh Government Science College at its premises on Monday which strongly condemned the decision of the Education and Literacy Department, Government of Sindh.

The meeting taking serious notice of the situation rejected the decision saying that any move to take control of the sports ground of the college will be thwarted and demanded for restoration of the original status of the college and its sports ground.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 06/05/2008)

Cut in tax share lands Lyari in trouble
KARACHI, May 6: A drastic cut in the monthly grant of Octroi and Zila Tax to Lyari has disappointed the town municipal administration, which is already faced with shortage of funds because of its limited resources.


Sources in the town administration said that the Sindh finance department through a recent letter notified a reduction of about Rs10 million in the monthly share of Octroi and Zila Tax without assigning any plausible reason. The share was reduced from Rs26.236 million to Rs16.788 million, they said.


Caretaker town nazim Mehmood Hashim, meanwhile, in a letter addressed to Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah stated that the sudden reduction would put the town in a weak financial position that might take it to the verge of collapse. He said that the administration would not be able to release even the current month salaries of the staff, let alone carrying out maintenance and sanitation works of the town. “Practically, we are already facing a monthly shortfall of Rs60.8 million, which is expected to increase with every passing month,” the nazim added.


With the induction of new government, it was hoped that special attention would be given to the collapsing financial structure of Lyari Town, he said, and added that the reduction in funds disappointed the people of Lyari.


The nazim urged the chief minister to look into matter and issue directives to the finance department to revive the monthly share of Rs26.235 million.

In a separate letter, the nazim complained that funds were not released to the town municipal administration on a basis of actual needs as a result of which the dues of contractors, who executed development works during the past few years, were not cleared. Consequently, no significant development work was carried out in the town since the installation of local government system, he regretted.

He also pointed out that at the time of bifurcation of the former Karachi Municipal Corporation and District Municipal Corporations, commercial areas of the old city areas were included in Saddar Town, thereby depriving the town of its major sources of income. He regretted that the recent decision of the finance department would only aggravate the situation.


The finance department’s decision has, meanwhile, greatly disappointed the people of Lyari who were looking to the new government to bring an end to their sufferings.


People said lack of amenities, poor living conditions, pollution, unemployment, crime and so called gang war were the issues that needed urgent attention of the authorities. The town administration claimed that it was unable to address these issues owing to lack of funds and cooperation from the city as well as provincial authorities.

(Dawn-18, 07/05/2008)

Surjani defaulters envy NRO concessions
KARACHI, May 6: Zahida Khatoon doesn’t know what the abbreviation NRO stands for. Neither is she literate enough to understand the meaning of the National Reconciliation Ordinance.
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But the widow, in her late 50s, is aware of the fact that ‘it is something’ which exonerated political leaders from all charges of corruption and allowed them not to pay billions of rupees. The same concession she wants for a Rs97,000 House Building Finance Corporation loan to save her home in Sector 6 of Surjani Town.


Otherwise she, like her neighbours, may be forced to leave the house so that it could be auctioned off by the HBFC in an aggressive campaign to recover the defaulted Rs380 million owed by over 4,500 houses in some 10 sectors of the town.


The move may have brought some positive change to the HBFC’s balance-sheet, but it has already made more than 400 poor families homeless over the last few months. In the same period, the government has repeatedly pledged to build 80,000 houses and apartments for labourers.


“We have been asked to pay the dues or vacate home so that they (the HBFC) can sell it,” says Zahida Khatoon, sitting in the corner of a room in her 66-square-yard house, with her right hand behind her back for comfort from an excruciating pain.


The house with two rooms, a washroom and a kitchen will not be her home for long, she fears, as the deadline approaches fast with no hope of help from any quarter, except populist measures, promised by the new political set-up following the Feb 18 polls. “I have three young daughters and two of them work in a garment factory to run this household. We can’t even pay the monthly instalments. How do they expect us to clear our dues?”


Her logic may not impress the HBFC, which offered a total of Rs140 million loan to some 4,600 families to acquire houses in 10 sectors of Surjani Town under the government programme of low- cost housing mainly for the poor in the early 1980s.


But mired in poverty for generations, over 90 per cent of occupants in the town have defaulted on HBFC loans, which have jumped to Rs380 million with the mark-up. The occupants acquired possession of these houses in 1995.


The corporation offered Rs12,000 on each home after the scheme was launched, which after years of default increased to Rs90,000 to Rs100,000 owed by each occupant. They now look to the new government for help.

“The people of this town can’t manage even two square meals,” says Nazeer Sajid, a former nazim of the town’s union council, who has decided to take up the issue with the highs-ups but has yet to receive a response.

“This (Rs380 million) is just peanuts for the government to provide shelter to 4,600 poor families. This may sound awkward but the question is whether a poor man has no right over the exchequer, which is being plundered and abused only by the feudals, politicians and businessmen?”


He points out that the Shaukat Aziz government wrote off Rs15 billion loans – which included the principal amount of Rs10 billion with Rs5 billion mark-up – outstanding against top guns in the sectors of industry, trade and agriculture during three years of his rule.


The senate came to know last week that the influential borrowers exploited their links within the Aziz government to get their loans written off and the industrial sector was the real beneficiary of this “plunder” of the taxpayers’ money.


Mr Sajid has not been able to persuade the HBFC authorities. Neither has he been lucky enough to inspire the government to do the needful. The HBFC officials concerned avoid commenting on the issue.

They do not even come up with the number of houses sold out so far through auctions and the corporation’s target within the set deadline. However, inhabitants of the suburban town claim that some 450 families have been moved out of their homes when they failed to clear the dues on time. In the days to come, others see the same fate for their homes too.

“We have almost a month left,” says Zahida Khatoon. “Where would we move from here -- it’s unclear. The only thing which has become clear is that we have to leave this home for an auction after a month.”


Experts believe that writing off Rs380 million is likely to affect the HBFC’s plans to overcome its financial crisis and make it a profitable organization. However, they suggest solutions, which include government efforts and political will.

“Obviously, if the HBFC writes off the whole loan, it would set a bad example,” says Tasneem Ahmad Siddiqui, chairman of Saibaan, a non-governmental organization providing shelter to thousands of people.

“But in such a situation the government must intervene and subsidise the loans. It may decide the matter on a case-to-case basis and where it assesses that one really can’t pay the loan, the government should do something for that particular occupant.”


Mr Siddiqi, who once was a member of the HBFC’s board of directors, says the matter was never taken up at the meetings till last year, when he was there. “The matter is not very serious. It is not unsolvable either. It just needs serious efforts by the quarters concerned with the aim to help poor people and provide shelter to homeless families.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 07/05/2008)

Gutter Baghicha land allotment

BoR seeks report from CDGK

The Board of Revenue (BoR) has sought a report from the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK) for bypassing it regarding the allotment of 200 acres of Gutter Baghicha land for establishing an officers housing society of the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC).


Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Qaim Ali Shah directed senior member, BoR, Syed Anwar Haider to look into the matter and present a report immediately. The CM took notice of the issue after receiving an application from a PPP leader and former provincial minister Abdullah Baloch, said a leader of Karachi NGOs Alliance Nisar Baloch advocate.


Gutter Baghicha fell in the purview of the KMC Parks Department after partition. A former local bodies’ minister had recommended that the 200-acre land be allotted to the KMC officers housing society at Rs10 per yard in 1993. Besides this, two plots, of 14 acres each, were also allotted to city builders by the civic agency officials.


Nisar Baloch advocate said that the then KMC administration, in violation of rules and regulations, had damaged the map of the park, which is one of the oldest in the city. According to the rules, KMC was not authorised to allot any plot to housing societies, as the matter falls in the purview of the BoR. 

However, the civic agency allotted the huge plot to the said society while ignoring the BoR authority.


The residents of Old Golimar and Trans Lyari have appealed to the Sindh CM to probe into the matter in light of a documented record produced by the former provincial minister and save the 480-acre Gutter Baghicha and establish a modern park there in the name of slain PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto.


Owing to the indifferent attitude of the civic agencies, the once scenic Gutter Baghicha has been turned into a dumping site that generates pollution in the entire neighbourhood. According to local activists, President Musharraf had announced that the land would be developed into a modern park and, in this connection, a sign board was also installed at its main gate. However, since then, no initiative was taken in this regard. 


The irony is that it has been turned into a spot where the authorities concerned dump and burn the garbage and debris of all 18 towns of the city, said a local PPP activist Taj Shameer.


Gutter Baghicha, located in Old Golimar, SITE Town, was also once home to various local sporting tournaments.

Now that the CM has taken notice of this irregularity, local activists have expressed the hope that the park would be developed and brought back in its true shape and the area would be cleansed of pollution.

(The News-13, 07/05/2008)

Senate to discuss Rs 450bn Karachi land scam

ISLAMABAD: The Rs 450 billion real estate scam in Karachi is set to explode in the Senate of Pakistan on Monday after the PPP government started dropping clear hints that political considerations might force the party to push it under the carpet.


As a result, Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani continues to drag his feet on the pending actions against all those who were involved in the scam. He has referred the case to party Co-chairman Asif Zardari on whether action be taken in the light of the inquiry report. The issue is the MQM's resistance and the future of the alliance between the MQM and the PPP, both in Sindh and possibly in Islamabad.


An urgent call attention notice has been moved in the Senate by three Senators, Prof Khurshid Ahmed, Prof Mohammad Ibrahim Khan and Muhammad Said, which would be taken up in the house for a comprehensive debate on Monday.

The clippings of the stories of The News have been attached with the notice seeking the debate. 


Minister for Housing and Works Rehmatullah Kakar has been asked to attend the Senate proceedings on Monday to listen to the speeches of the senators and reply to their concerns and questions.


According to an available copy of the call attention notice, these senators have brought to the notice of Senate Chairman Muhammadmian Soomro that the minister of housing should clarify the position in respect of the scam and the subsequent cancellation of 3,128 eligibility certificates, which were doled out to hundreds of private individuals who later sold them in the open market.

The call attention notice says: "The News had reported on May 9 that not only important records have been stolen or destroyed but also the whole issue is being suppressed for appeasing certain political groups. 


This is a matter, which the government must clear if it is serious about controlling corruption in the country and establish transparency and accountability in the government affairs."

Meanwhile, sources said one of the officials who was the architect of the scam was only issued a show cause notice and not suspended, as the minister had claimed on the floor of the house.


The minister had claimed that Ghulam Abbas Baloch was suspended but insiders said he was just issued a show cause notice. The officer is said to have threatened to spill the names of insiders who had actually made him sign those eligibility certificates. His threat is said to have worked as he was let go with a show cause notice.

(By Rauf Klasra, The News-4, 11/05/2008)

Land ownership questions raised at public hearing for Hawkesbay desalination plant


KARACHI: Stakeholders pointed out various issues that were completely unmentioned in the environmental impact assessment report of the proposed desalination plant to be constructed on Hawkesbay by a Norwegian firm.
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The issues include: the ownership of the land on which the desalination plant, which is to produce 228,000 cubic meters of water per day; details of the agreement with the KWSB; installation of the power plant; details of the two-phase construction plan; and the adverse impact of increasing seawater salinity at the shoreline and the surrounding area.


Some of the participants at the public hearing also objected to not taking enough measures to preserve marine life, as well as the habitat of two endangered species of turtles in Hawkesbay. 


The public hearing was organized by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) at the Federation House in Clifton. The participants included Norwegian firm Aqualyng Chairman Bernt Osthus, Project Director Johan, SEPA Director General Ali Ahmed Lundh, SEPA Director Naeem Ahmed Mughal, Hagler Bailly Pakistan Divisional Manager Hidayat Hasan and others. 

The participants raised their objections in the question-and-answer session, bringing up various issues that were not even mentioned in the assessment report.


Rashid Yahya Usman from the KPT pointed out the adverse impacts of disposing brine into the sea, and the 1.5 to 2 percent increase in seawater salinity. He also said that the consultant firm, Hagler Bailly Pakistan, which conducted the EIA report, had not carried out a comprehensive enough study to highlight seawater salinity averages and the affect of seasons. 


Another participant pointed out that it seems like the desalination plant will be serving the 3,800-acre Sugar Land City project, proposed for the coast of Hawkesbay, rather than the SITE industries. He also mentioned that the SEPA had not taken any EIA for the desalination plant that was constructed by the Defence Housing Authority.


SEPA Director Naeem Ahmed Mughal replied that it was a matter of quantity; The DHA plant only has a three-million-gallons-daily capacity, while the Norwegian firm’s plant will convert more than 20 mgd. 


Roland deSouza of Shehri pointed out the change of design by the Norwegian firm, and demanded the new design be uploaded for the stakeholders to review the details. He said that they had presented a detailed paper to the SEPA, but the answers had yet to come. The SEPA director assured that the answer would be given soon. 

Other participants said that the two endangered species of turtles, Green Turtles (Chelonia Mydas) and Olive Ridleys (Leidochelys), are found on the shores of Hawkesbay, and the entire area is a feeding and breeding ground for these species. The disposal of high-level brine and the salinity could become harmful to them. 


Representatives of the SEPA and Aqualyng assured that the flora and fauna in the area would be maintained, and the disposal point of brine would be extended one kilometer into the sea. 


Hagler Bailly Pakistan Divisional Manager Hidayat Hasan, who had prepared the EIA, mentioned that a reverse osmosis system will be utilized in this plant, as it is not only more environmentally friendly, but also consumes less energy. 


Responding to a query on alternate land, he said that the plant has to be built near the sea and that other costal areas of Karachi are too polluted by sewerage, so cannot be considered for this plant.

He also mentioned that the power link through a 132-KV transmission line is still in consideration, and negotiations with KESC are underway. Aqualyng has also proposed a separate power generation plant at the site to produce 46 MW of electricity, and the EIA for this will be presented later.


Earlier, Aqualyng Chairman Bernt Osthus presented a detailed briefing on the desalination plants his firm had set up in different countries in the world. He said that the Karachi desalination plan will be the biggest project of Aqualyng and it will convert seawater into potable water and have a capacity of 228,000 cubic meters per day. “So far, we have been completed the feasibility report and are working to resolve financial matters with various banks,” he said.

He also mentioned that the land proposed for the project has yet to be handed over by the provincial government, and they are waiting for approval from various government agencies.


He said that after the desalination plant is implemented, they will give potable water free of cost to the nearby Goths, and are considering how to provide maximum job opportunities for the locals.

Project Director Johan also presented a detailed briefing on the technical aspects of the plant. 


SEPA Director General Ali Ahmed Lundh announced a committee, in which technical experts from the private sector will evaluate the final document to be presented by the firm. Approval will be issued in a final report, he said. 

It may be mentioned that Aqualyng Karachi (Pvt) Ltd will construct this desalination plant on a BOO (build, own and operate) basis. It will be built on 100 acres near the seashore located about 30 kilometers to the west of Karachi in Hawkesbay. The memorandum of understanding between the city government and the Norwegian firm was signed on April 27, 2007, while the final agreement was inked on August 23, 2007.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 11/05/2008)

Housing scheme for lawyers promised
KARACHI, May 11: On the eve of the deadline fixed by the ruling coalition partners for the restoration of the judiciary, a 36-member delegation of the Sindh Bar Council called on Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah at the latter’s invitation at the CM’s House.


Talking to the delegation, led by SBC chairman Abdul Haleem Siddiqui and vice-chairman Muzaffar Ali Leghari, on Sunday, the chief minister pledged that residential colonies for lawyers and bar council offices along with furnished libraries would be established in every district.

He told the delegates that a committee would be set up to get a feasibility report on a judicial complex to be constructed in the city to accommodate all the courts presently located in five districts. He said that judges would soon be appointed to fill the vacancies in Nawabshah and Sanghar courts so that area people could access justice.


About the issuance of licence of weapons, he said that licences would be issued on the recommendations of law minister.


The chief minister later handed over a cheque of Rs1 million for the Sindh Bar Council to its office-bearers. Another grant of Rs1 million for the SBC and the Karachi Bar Association was announced by Sindh Law Minister Ayaz Soomro.

He also announced a grant of Rs0.5 million for every district bar association and Rs0.2 million for every Tehsil Bar Association.

(Dawn-14, 12/05/2008)

40 shops gutted in spare parts market in SITE

At least 40 shops of automobile spare parts were gutted on Sunday in a spare parts market in Shershah after a huge fire broke out in the market ostensibly caused by a short circuit.


Shopkeepers complained that fire tenders reached the spot after a considerable delay despite timely call, incurring loss of millions to them. However, the fire department refuted the complaint. “We rushed to the scene immediately after receiving the call,” said Zafar Khan, a fire officer in the SITE Town who headed the operation. 

He said the shops contained ‘highly inflammable’ material and some of the shopkeepers had stored petrol, diesel and gas cylinders in their shops which caused the blaze. 


“By the time we reached the spot, two to three shops were completely engulfed by the fire and the flames were out of control,” he said, adding that some of the shop owners hindered the operation by snatching water from the fire fighters to save their shops thus not letting them to carry out the operation smoothly.


Khan said that owing to narrow streets, they could not reach the ideal spot to douse the fire. In addition to water shortage, there was a huge risk for firemen since walls and roofs of some shops had already collapsed. He said that there were more than 700 shops in the market out of which 25 were completely gutted while 15 were partially damaged.


The fire erupted in one of the shops at 7:30 in the morning and later engulfed scores of adjacent shops. 

As many as 21 fire tenders from the city government and one each from the Defence Housing Authority, Karachi Port Trust and Port Qasim Authority took part in the operation and extinguished the fire after efforts of more than six hours.

In addition to ambulances from Edhi and Chhipa, a helicopter also reached the spot for rescue operation. 


Police and Rangers personnel also reached the spot and cordoned off the affected area. 

When asked about the loss incurred by the fire, Chief Fire Officer, Ehtisham Uddin Siddiqi, said that since the shops and warehouses contained almost all kinds of spare parts including expensive ones and there was a possibility that the loss could be in millions. 


When asked why the fire fighters could not reach the spot on time, he said that their team had reached the spot on time but the spare parts kept within the shops were highly inflammable and gutted in minutes. 

He said that there were rubber parts like tyres and tubes as well as different lubricants and that was why the fire spread over a wide area within minutes and went out of control. 

In addition, the dust wind also worked as a catalyst, he said. 


The SITE Association of Industries had proposed to the city government to set up a separate fire station in the Town following a large number of fire incidents in 2007. 


There has been no progress in this regard and the chief fire officer said that when the Association had floated the proposal, they had also pledged to contribute in acquiring some equipment including fire tenders but they backed off. “The proposal would only be materialised once they helped us acquire equipment,” he said.

(The News-13, 12/05/2008)

KBCA charges for residential units to be abolished

KARACHI: KBCA charges for residential units being built in the outskirts of Karachi will be abolished, announced Sindh Minister for Local Government, Agha Siraj Khan Durrani while addressing a reception hosted by the Association of Builders and Developers (ABAD). The provincial minister hoped this would further enhance construction activity in the metropolis.


Durrani declared that the government was willing to resolve the grievances of builders according to the vision of Benazir Bhutto, and there was no need for any builder to go to Dubai or any other country to do business.

He said that it was our collective responsibility to make Karachi more beautiful and a real megalopolis. Well-planned housing activities not only help in sustaining our environment but will also contribute to beautifying our city, he said.


The minister said that the housing and construction sector is very vital for rapid development of a country’s economy, as it not only creates millions of jobs but is also responsible for the development of the allied sectors.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/05/2008)

Over 50 shops gutted in 5th third-degree fire


KARACHI: The fifth third-degree fire in five months broke out on Monday in the scrap market at Sher Shah, completely gutting more than 60 shops. The flames started early Sunday morning and the cooling process was still ongoing at the time this report was filed.


Earlier, third-degree fires erupted at a paints’ factory on January 23 in Site, a garment factory on February 8 within the limits of Sukhan, a refrigerator factory on March 16 in Quaidabad and the Board of Revenue office on March 20 in Preedy. Inquiry orders were issued by the government on the causes of the fires but are still pending. 


This time, the fire broke out in Jahanabad, Sher Shah. Firefighters were quick to reach the scene following information from the watchmen. The fire broke out around 6:30 a.m. in one of the shops at the automobile market’s street. At 7:15 a.m. the fire had already been declared a third-degree fire. 

“We rushed just two fire tenders to the scene in the beginning,” said Chief Fire Officer (CFO) Ehtishamuddin Siddiqui. “The heavy winds in the city fanned the fire while toxic fumes from burning rubber and oil aggravated the situation. The shops where the fire broke out are very congested and we couldn’t maneuver our vehicles inside fast enough,” said the CFO. 


There were reports that the fire gutted down nearly 100 shops, but the CFO denied these, saying that 50 shops were completely destroyed, while 10 others were partially damaged. 


When the intensity of the fire became apparent, more than 25 fire fighting vehicles, including snorkels from the city government, Karachi Port Trust, Defense Housing Authority, Civil Aviation Authority and others, rushed to the scene to participate in the fire fighting effort. No casualties have been reported thus far, and Edhi and Chippa stood by on the spot. An Edhi helicopter also hovered over the area. 


A relief camp was setup with the coordination of the CDGK and the Sher Shah Market Association. The association has announced three days mourning. According to the association’s spokesman, a peaceful protest will also be staged in the next three days. The government will also be asked for relief for the effected shopkeepers, added the spokesman. 


The Sher Shah Market is almost 50 years old and is one of the biggest scrap markets in Asia. Secondhand parts from automobiles, ship breaking, electronic items, plus wood, iron, steel, rubber, plastics and others material are all available here. 


The market street where the fire broke out comprises ground-plus-one buildings. The shopkeepers use the ground floor for displaying their items while the upper floor is used as storage. There have been fires here in the past, but they have all been minor. 


The Sindh CM Advisor, Rashid Rabbani, and the city naib nazim visited the scene of the fire and assured the shopkeepers of their full cooperation for restoring their businesses. 

An emergency was imposed on the surrounding areas as well.

“The cause of the fire is still to be ascertained but negligence and short-circuit are looking like the primary reasons,” said the CFO. A relief camp has been set up and a final report on the damage and cause of the fire will be finalized after the rescue work has ended.


Scores of people gathered at the scene created unusual difficulty for the firefighters. However, heavy contingents of law enforcers quickly reached the scene and brought the situation under control. 

“We will also investigate this fire if the officials allow us,” said a police officer. 


Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah and Governor of Sindh Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan regretted the fire that took place at the scrap market in Sher Shah. They expressed sympathy for the affected shop owners over the losses they suffered and issued directives to the administration for a thorough inquiry of the incident.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishrat-ul-Ebad issued directives to the departments concerned for urgent coordinated efforts to meet the emergency. After eight hours of struggle, fire fighter managed control on the blazes and started the cooling process.


Gas pipeline fires in Orangi, Gulbai: A Gas pipeline caught fire in Orangi 5 on Sunday. A fire tender was sent to extinguish the fire, said fire brigade sources. Two fire tenders were sent to put out another gas line fire at Musharraf Colony in Gulbai, added sources.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/05/2008)

Manora mandir being used as toilet: caretaker


KARACHI: Despite Pakistan’s rich heritage of historical and archeological sites, very little work has been done for their restoration and preservation. This became more apparent after Daily Times visited a small pyramid-shaped Hindu temple, the ‘Shri Varun Dev Mandir’ in Manora. 


The temple looks westwards at the Arabian Sea. Its beautiful architecture and appearance is in decay due to a complete lack of care. Its walls and rooms serve as a toilet for the locals of Manora’s sandy beach. In addition, the humid winds are eating away at whatever is left of the structure. The rich carvings on the walls of the mandir are slowly eroding to vagueness.


The mandir is located in the middle of Manora, and is easily visible from the main road. The structure still appears grand from afar, while the leftover tile work and craftsmanship gives a sense of its glorious past. The walls of the mandir have beautiful carvings in the Dev Nagri script.


The temple is said to be more than 1,000 years old. Legend has it that the temple of ‘Kali Mata’ (the goddess of evil) is located somewhere on an island near Karachi. According to Hindu mythology, Varuna is the god of the oceans. 

“In the sixteenth century, a sailor named Bhojomal Nancy Bhatia discovered Manora island. He bought the island from the Khan of Kalat who owned most of the land along the coastline. Bhatia built the temple here with a lot of craft,” said Jivraj, the caretaker of the temple, adding that the last ever ritual here was held some time in the in 1950s. 

“When the temple was open for worshippers, a festival of ‘Lal Saien Varun Dev’ was celebrated by the Hindu community in the 1950s. Now the mandir’s rooms and premises are used as a toilet. This is a big insult to the Hindu community. Nobody respects the rights of the minorities,” exclaimed Jivraj. 


Daily Times tried contacting the military estate officer (MEO) to inquire about the ownership of the mandir, but he could not be reached despite repeated attempts. 


Jivraj said that he wrote a letter to the Manora Cantonment Board (MCB) for records but was told that there was no document or record available. An MCB official told Daily Times that since the temple was in the jurisdiction of the Pakistan Navy, the MCB cannot comment on it. 


On the exterior walls of the mandir, there were many slates of offerings donated by worshippers in memory of their beloved. For example, it said, “In loving memory of our father ‘Seth Harchand Mal Dayal Das of Bhriya,’ from their loving sons.” “I have sincere hopes that the government will take care of these places of worship. If nothing else, at least the structure can be saved from people who steal the rich and historic tiles. Many people visit the mandir as it is the largest and most prominent attraction at Manora beach. A little bit of official or non-official help will go a long way in preserving this heritage,” said Jivraj.


Most Hindus in Pakistan live in Sindh and are settled in almost all parts of it. They constitute a sizable business community, especially in Ghotki, Kashmore, Jacobabad and Khairpur. Most of them are involved in agriculture or are animal traders. “The religious practices of Hindus are diverse. The lower-caste has their own rituals and practices. The upper-caste worships River Indus (Darya Panthi) along with first Sikh Guru Baba Nanik. Some also worship Shiva and goddess Shakti. 


A temple of Kali in Qalat, Balochistan, is one of the most sacred Hindu temples. Three year ago, former Indian foreign minster Jaswant Singh came to visit this temple,” said Ramesh Kumar, a prominent figure in the Hindu community.


One of Pakistan’s most historical Hindu shrines, a century-old Hanuman temple in Gurumandir, is being renovated with the efforts of the community. “A few years ago, the renovation of the temple’s dome cost the community 1.8 million rupees. The community will have to raise more money for renovations that are expected to start soon,” added Kumar. However, Kumar had little to offer for the Shri Varund Dev Mandir that has lost its fundamental character. He did say that something should be done to preserve the remains.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 13/05/2008)

Hashoo Museum opens


KARACHI: The Mukhi Hashoo museum, recently established in a historical building in Lyari town, has opened to the public its historical photos of the city during the 19th century, British era coins, photographs of the Hashoo family and crockery of Prince Aga Khan. 

“The basic reason for opening this museum was to not only preserve the antiques of the Hashoo family but also to create awareness among the younger generation about historical Islamic heritage,” said Mumtaz Ali Tajddin, the manager of the museum. 


The building that houses the museum is from the 19th century and the birthplace of most of the members of the Hashoo family, according to the manager. While it was damaged with the passage of the time, it was recently restored by the Hashoo group and most parts have been restored to their original splendor. The renovation work has been going on for the last two years, said Mumtaz Ali 


Mukhi Hashoo Tharwani migrated from Uthal to Karachi with 18 members of his family and some goats in 1853, he purchased this building from Hindu businessman Seth Tarkam Das for Rs 6,000 when the price of 10 grams of gold was only Rs 80. The Hashoo group grew from these humble origins to owning and operating four and five star hotels across Pakistan. 


One of the big halls has been used to exhibit the black and white photographs of Karachi, taken between 1843 and 1947. Upstairs coins from the British era are carefully displayed alongside a 400-year-old handwritten Quran, pictures of the Holy Ka’ba and Makkah and antique crockery. The wooden stairs have also been restored to their original style. 

“Mukhi Hashoo served humanity,” said Ali, adding that it was open as an experiment and another was planned in another part of the city where foreigners could visit as well.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/05/2008)

Aram Bagh to be declared heritage site

Aram Bagh, previously known as Ram Bagh and known for the fact that Ram and Seeta spent a night here on their way to Hinjlaj in Balochistan, is likely to be turned into a heritage site soon.

“Ram Bagh, situated in the heart of the city, is known for the legend of Ram and Seeta. Pilgrims used to visit this site prior to Partition. In fact, even after independence, they came here twice a year here,” said Dr Kaleemullah Lashari, Secretary, Department of Antiquities, Government of Sindh. “Information about heritage comes from three sources. First is history but it is defective, the second is local people and legends, and the third source is the name of the place that makes it important,” Lashari said.


He added that there was also a pond here along with a garden and a small Hindu temple. However, after Partition when there was an influx of immigrants in Karachi, empty spaces including that inside Ram Bagh, were quickly occupied. People put up walls at Ram Bagh after the rehabilitation of immigrants, he said. Hence, Ram Bagh became a commercial complex, and was surrounded by markets, he added.

“We are very late but we have indirect evidence. I am presently looking into the area map and trying to figure out the identity of the heritage sites and declare them as heritage sites,” Lashari said. “I am aware what this area looked like in the 1850s and the development of the area in the 1870s. When we overlay satellite maps, we can identify the heritage areas. We will try to declare that as heritage,” he said. 


Arif Hasan, a noted architect and town planner, concurred. Karachi or Kolachi, as the area where it was located, was a new settlement. However, in its immediate vicinity, there were important and ancient places of Hindu and Muslim pilgrimage. These included the temple of Mahadev, which is mentioned in the Ramayana and Ram Bagh, he said.

“If we see the ancient Greek records, Karachi was Ramya. The British documents clearly mention this place as Ram Bagh,” he added. Hasan said that Hinglaj is one of the holiest places in Hindu religion. For centuries people have come to Hinglaj through boats. They landed at Gizri Bunder, which no longer exists and went to the temple of Mahadev in Clifton area. From there they went to Ram Bagh and the Hinglaj, he said.


However, the route was disrupted after Partition and immigrants started residing at Ram Bagh. “Ram Bagh was named Aram Bagh in the 60s and a mosque was constructed there,” Hasan explained. “I think it has heritage value that has not been accorded to it,” he said.

He said that a conservation act does exist and several buildings have been accorded the status of a heritage site. But a cluster of buildings in Karachi needs to be conserved. He said that the committee on heritage has made Karachi’s NED University of Engineering and Technology the consultant on heritage and documented it. But sadly enough, owners of these sites are keen to build plazas on them.

“Some incentive should be provided to the site of heritage. There are no conservation architects in Pakistan. The situation can be gauged from the fact that there is only one conservation architect in Karachi and merely three or four across Pakistan,” he explained. “There should be a cell in the Ministry of Culture on heritage,” he suggested.


Aram Bagh or Ram Bagh of yesteryears is surrounded by markets and is now in a pathetic condition. One can even find drug addicts loitering in the heritage site.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-19, 14/05/2008)

Chawkandi graves suffering from neglect
KARACHI, May 15: A number of weather-beaten graves in the centuries-old Chawkandi graveyard have been defaced with their beautifully-carved stones either missing or damaged.

[image: image22.jpg]



The graveyard, located in the city’s outskirts off the national highway, is protected under the Antiquities Act under which stealing or damaging the site is punishable with heavy fines and long prison terms.

Sources said that the graveyard had been exposed to antique thieves, who could easily get away with the beautiful stones in the presence of only a couple of guards.


When this reporter visited the place recently, many grave stones were found missing, while some graves seemed damaged.


Responding to Dawn queries, Sindh-Punjab chief of the archaeology department Dr Mohammad Arif said that his office had sent a proposal for the restoration of the graveyard and replacement of the defaced or the damaged carved stones a long time back. However, the proposal was not approved yet, he said, adding that as soon as it was okayed renovation work would be started.

When director of the archaeology department’s headquarters Qasim Ali Qasim was asked about the proposal, he said that the restoration project was to be reviewed. He said, “Hopefully, it would soon be approved after which funds would be released and work would start.”

It is generally believed that Chawkandi, which literally means four corners, graves were built between the 15th and 18th centuries.

Built of yellow sandstone found in nearby Jungshahi hills in Thatta district, the graves are generally attributed to the Jokhio and Baloch tribes. The pyramidal but rectangular-shaped structures are normally two-and-half feet wide and five to eight feet long. However, unlike the modern graves most of these structures’ height ranges between four and 14 feet.


The intricate carving in geometric designs that cover the entire surface of the graves is unique in delicacy and gives an impression of wood carving. Similar designs are also found even nowadays in textile, pottery, wood carvings in Sindh and the neighbouring Balochistan.


It is a well-accepted fact that the graves of men are capped with stylized turbans and are occasionally carved with horses, arms, weapons, while those of women are decorated with jewellery such as anklets, bracelets, necklaces, rings and earrings.


Sources said that such graves could also be seen along the Makran Coast to the Indus River and up to Sehwan along the river. Most elaborately carved tombs are located at Handian, Lasbella, Malir, Dunblotte and Mirpur Sakro while on the east side of the Indus such sites are found at Gujjo, Tharriba, Sonda and Sehwan.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-19, 16/05/2008)

Govt ownership of prized land upheld
KARACHI, May 15: The Sindh High Court provisionally upheld on Thursday the provincial government’s ownership of the prime land worth billions of rupees on either side of the Super Highway.


An appellate bench consisting of Justices Azizullah M. Memon and Arshad Noor Khan set aside a single judge’s order restraining the government from interfering in the construction and business activities of Sapna filling station, opposite Baqai Medical Universtity, M-9, Super Highway, as it had rightly been allotted land by the National Highway Authority.


The single judge’s interim order was challenged by the provincial government and Advocate-General Dr Mohammad Farogh Naseem argued that the land belonged to the province and the NHA could not grant licence to an individual or concern for construction of a petrol pump or CNG station without is permission or payment of adequate compensation to it.


The NHA Rules, 2002, relied upon by the authority to claim the ownership of the land, had neither been approved by the federal government nor published in the official gazette. They did not exist in the eyes of law and were, in any case, repugnant to Articles 23 and 24 of the Constitution and they sought to deprive the province of its property without compensation.


In reply to the objection raised by the filling station’s counsel, Abid Zuberi, and the NHA counsel, Nisar Mujahid, that the points pressed in appeal were not agitated before the single judge seized of the suit, the AG copiously cited the case law to assert that a pure question of law could be raised at any stage.

He also contended that the parties were required to plead facts and not law and in its pleadings, the provincial government had categorically maintained that the land belonged to it and not to the NHA.


Besides setting aside the impugned order, the appellate bench directed the parties to maintain the status quo: the filling station would only conduct its existing business without carrying out any further construction or addition such as installation of a CNG station. It could only erect a canopy.


The provincial government was permitted to amend its written statement before the single judge in order set up a counter-claim and challenge the validity of the NHA rules and the parent law. The single judge was asked to decide the filling station’s suit within six months, excluding summer vacation.


Milk price

The AG, meanwhile, asked the city district government to constitute a committee representative of the various stakeholders to fix a fair price of milk in compliance with court orders. He requested the city government to convene a meeting of the committee promptly as the petition moved by the milk retailers’ association was fixed for hearing on May 21.


Phone call rates

A deputy attorney-general was issued a notice for May 22 in a petition moved by the Consumers Association of Pakistan against curtailment of the duration of local calls and imposition of the ‘Pakistan Package’ by the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited. The association’s chairman, Kaukab Iqbal, claimed the reduced local call duration meant a 100 per cent increase in the charges. He claimed that local calls were free the world over while its rates were being enhanced in Pakistan.


About the package seeking payment of Rs199 for unlimited country-wide calls on NWD, the petitioner said it could not be imposed on unwilling consumers howsoever beneficial it was claimed to be. He also contended that the PTCL was not functioning as a public utility after its privatization. The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority, he further alleged, was hand in glove with the PTCL.


Family matters

All family matters should be heard and decided promptly and the execution proceedings in any case should normally be disposed within a month, Justice Khwaja Naveed Ahmed of the Sindh High Court directed the family courts on Thursday.


Dismissing a former husband’s petition against two concurrent decisions for return of his divorced wife’s dowry, the judge observed that all cases pertaining to maintenance of children, ‘khula’ (dissolution of marriage) and divorce as well as return of dowry articles should be tried and decided on a priority basis.

The trial courts should, if possible, fix these cases every week and should ensure that some progress was on every date. The party that creates hurdles and uses dilatory tactics should be asked to pay costs for causing delay.

Despite amendments in the Family Laws Ordinance made in the year 2002 requiring disposal of family cases within six months, the judge noted, the courts below had not taken any serious measures to expedite proceedings. Pointing at that considerable time was consumed even in execution of family court decrees. At least execution proceedings should not be adjourned for more than a week and should be disposed of within a month unless delay was caused by exceptional and unavoidable circumstances, he ordered.

(Dawn-17, 16/05/2008)

Action against illegal slums shortly
KARACHI, May 16: A comprehensive policy is being formulated to check the mushroom growth of illegal katchi abadis.

This was stated by Sindh Minister for Katchi Abadis Rafique Engineer while talking to a group of journalists here on Friday. He said the policy would envisage provision of low-cost houses which would help discourage the trend.

He said that during a briefing about his department’s working, he had noted some discrepancies with regard to the process of regularisation of katchi abadis.


Referring to the 1985 survey, he said there were 1,200 katchi abadis in Sindh, 72 of them in Karachi, in addition to old villages (Goths). He said some complicated issues had disrupted the process of leasing of certain katchi abadis. These issues pertained to the claims of ownership of the lands involved. While the KPT and Railways submitted some claims, the revenue record showed the land as “state land”, he explained. Until the issues were sorted out and settled, the lease process could not be resumed, he added.


The minister observed that the “land mafia” operating in certain parts of the city in the post-1985 period had created many slums by occupying the state land or private properties and this had resulted in mushroom growth of such settlements now being claimed as “katchi abadis”. He categorically stated that only those settlements would be regularised which fulfilled the criteria of katchi abadis as laid down in the prescribed policy.

At the same time, he added, the low-cost housing scheme was being worked out for the low-income group.

The scheme would be launched in all big towns, including Karachi and Hyderabad, he added.

(Dawn-18, 17/05/2008)

Karachi land scam officer receives death threats

ISLAMABAD: The Estate Officer of Pakistan, Sher Afzal Khan, who had unearthed the Rs 450 billion scam of government properties in Karachi, is now facing serious threats to his life. He has told his family members and tribesmen the names of some politicians of Karachi who, he believes, could try to eliminate him. According to him, these are the people who had stolen the master file of the scam from the Housing Ministry and they should be held responsible if anything happens to him.


Sher Afzal, who is also the chief of his tribe in Laki Marwat in the NWFP, has now formally lodged a written complaint with the Kohsar Police Station in Islamabad in which he has accused a political personality sitting in the Senate of Pakistan belonging to Karachi, of harassing him by applying different techniques of arm twisting after he refused to bow before his demands.


Letters containing threats and warnings were thrown into his house in addition to some packets and letters, which were posted to the president, the prime minister, the Senate chairman and other top leaders in his name. He came to know about such packets after the TCS confirmed the deliveries.


Sher Afzal said he never sent any letter or packet to these authorities as someone else had sent the stuff to malign him. Talking to The News, Sher Afzal said the threats to his life and how he was being targeted by one politician from Karachi was the result of exposing the scam and his refusal to allot government houses on his recommendation. He confirmed that he had lodged a report with the Islamabad Police.


Sher Afzal became the target of Karachi-based politicians and some senators from the Punjab after he flew to Karachi to probe the multi trillion rupees scam of doling out eligibility certificates to 3,128 persons. During his investigation, Governor Sindh Dr Ishratul Ebad also held a meeting with the estate officer on the issue.†He was given protection by secret agencies when he visited Karachi to probe the sell-out of government properties. During his investigation, he was offered a bribe of Rs 100 million to give a favourable report to the higher authorities. But Sher Afzal, who enjoyed a good reputation as a judge in the NWFP before his transfer to Islamabad, rejected the bribes and the threats.


According to the report lodged with the Islamabad Police, Sher Afzal has stated that "recently certain elements have started a campaign to malign, harass and intimidate me for certain reasons. After having been posted as estate officer, I unfortunately earned the enmity of some elements who in collaboration with some officials in the Ministry of Housing and Works, who too were annoyed for being exposed by myself for their acts of omission and commission, started pouring out anonymous and pseudonymous†complaints to malign me.

"On one occasion, I was directly threatened by one politician, who on May 15 repeated his threat through his private secretary, who visited me in my office, with dire consequences. Even today, I received a message from the TCS company that eight shipments had been delivered to some destinations and my cell number had been written on the packets.


”Since I had sent no shipment to anyone, I called the TCS who informed me that these shipments had been sent to the president of Pakistan, the prime minister, the chairman Senate, Senator Babar Awan, Senator Mohammad Ali Brohi, Maulana Fazlur Rehman and Senator Maulana Samiul Haq. I have sent no shipment to the above noted persons and the move appears to be an act of harassment. I very well know the forces of evil who are after me, particularly the politician who has himself passed threats to me and I have informed my family members and my tribesmen about these individuals and for any wrong that may be done to me, these people will be responsible."

(By Rauf Klasra, The News-2, 17/05/2008)

Action against land mafia in Gulshan Town

Town Nazim Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Muhammad Wasay Jalil has taken notice of the illegal occupation and construction on the government property in Union Council (UC) 10 at Gulistan-e-Jauhar Block-2. He has ordered the officials of Land Scheme 36, Anti Encroachment, Shifting and Estate to take action against the land mafia that is active in the area.


Besides these officials District Officer Enforcement, KDA Wing and staff of Gulistan-e-Jauhar Police Station accompanied Jalil when he visited the affected areas on Friday. The Nazim expressed his anger about the cutting of the hillock alongside a local bank converting them into plots and selling it. Since the hillock is cut vertically the houses that will be built there will always face danger of landslide endangering the lives of the residents. 

Meanwhile, Jalil also ordered the removal of an illegal Madrassa built on an amenity plot in block 11 of Gulistan-e-Jauhar.


KORANGI TOWN: Town Nazim Muhammad Arif Khan has urgedtown officials to not compromise on the sanitary condition of the town. 

The town has arranged daily cleaning and removing of garbage from the town. Insecticides will be sprayed on a regular basis to terminate the insects’ menace from the town.


SITE TOWN: The local town administration will overcome the water shortage issue in Malakund, UC 5 in the upcoming days, said Town Nazim Izhar Uddin Ahmed Khan. He said that the town administration has almost controlled the water situation in the town and almost 75 per cent of the areas are receiving water at their doorsteps. He said this during a discussion with the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB).

(The News-19, 17/05/2008)

Nazim declares KBCA work illegal
KARACHI, May 17: The tussle between the provincial and the city governments over the administrative control of the Karachi Building Control Authority took a new twist on Saturday when City Nazim Mustafa Kamal declared the functioning of the authority illegal and asked citizens not to approach it for the approval of building layout plans.


Mr Kamal also directed all town nazims to demolish all structures raised on the basis of the layout plans approved by the KBCA after April 29.


On April 24, the provincial government removed the city nazim and appointed local government minister Agha Siraj Durrani ‘authority’ of the KBCA under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979. On April 25, the city government implemented an earlier decision of the Sindh government and made the KBCA ‘16th group of offices’ in the city government in pursuance of the relevant clauses of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance 2001 and directed the then chief controller to act as executive district officer of the building control group of offices.

However, the Sindh government asserted its power and appointed Manzoor Qadir chief controller of the KBCA. Mr Qadir took charge of his new office despite the fact that the city government had termed his notification illegal.


The nazim left the city on April 26 for the United States on a two-week visit and during this period the Muttahida Qaumi Movement and the Pakistan People’s Party formed a coalition government in Sindh. Mr Kamal returned here on May 12 and at a press conference the same day he said he was ready to work with the provincial government.

Talking to newsmen in his office on Saturday, Mr Kamal said that under the law the functioning of the KBCA was illegal and, therefore, it had no authority to approve any building layout plan. He advised citizens and the association of builders and developers (ABAD) not to approach the KBCA for the approval of layout plans and instead contact their respective towns in this regard.


He said the city government was taking measures for the implementation of its earlier notifications regarding making the KBCA ‘building control group of offices’. “We have got information that the KBCA is approving building layout plans in return for heavy bribes and, therefore, it is in the interest of citizens and ABAD not to approach the KBCA, and save the required fee and the money which they might pay in bribe,” he added.


Mr Kamal said he had directed the town administrations to make arrangements for the approval of layout plans in their respective offices as the KBCA had already been devolved to towns.

He said he had also directed the town nazims to keep an eye on raising of all unauthorised structures in their respective areas and have structures built after April 29 demolished. Meanwhile, the city nazim imposed a ban on all departmental transfers and postings within the city government with immediate effect.


Sources told Dawn that the nazim also directed the district coordination officer and all EDOs not to join or relieve any officer without his approval. The sources said that any officer transferred or posted by the Sindh government would not be relieved or allowed to join a new posting without obtaining permission from the city nazim. They said the nazim had disallowed joining to some low-ranking employees posted by the provincial government in the revenue department.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 18/05/2008)

Of plots and parks
By Ardeshir Cowasjee

LAST week I was invited to dinner to meet Shuja Nawaz, the brother of my late lamented friend and former chief of our army, General Asif Nawaz, who died with his boots on in January 1993, prematurely (and somewhat mysteriously).

Shuja lives in that beautiful state of Virginia, in the mighty USA, where it has taken him years of deep research to come up with what is probably the most comprehensive story of the Pakistan army from its very humble, straightforward, soldierly beginnings, all the way down through its various adventures and misadventures, to General Musharraf and his taking off that contentious uniform of his.

It is a fascinating story, told in a most readable manner, which well holds the attention and brings back a myriad of memories for those of us who can remember the brighter days. Of particular interest are the voluminous footnotes — many of which are stories in themselves. It is not only a highly recommended rousing read, but a veritable mine of information on that institution which has been for decades the richest, most organised and most disciplined party in this nation that is Pakistan.


Shuja’s book was launched in Pakistan on Thursday, followed by a dinner hosted by the publisher, Ameena Saiyid, the managing director of Oxford University Press (they are all off to India where the book is being launched next week). Ameena lives on a road that leads off from the PECHS Ferozabad police station to the boundary of Jheel Park (her house sits right on and over the park with a magnificent view of a brightly lit-up, well-laid-out, green and orderly area where numerous citizens of Karachi were out taking the night air and enjoying one of our few open spaces that has been converted and built into a fine park — one of the finest of this city.


For this park, the residents of the area must be grateful to the citizens who have fought against considerable odds to save it, to the NGO Shehri-CBE, which for years has been in and out of our courts, and to our city nazim, the young and energetic Mustafa Kamal who has provided the finishing touches. But there is more to be done — the park can be expanded by a further eight acres and that is now up to Mustafa and his muscle.


In the 1959 PECHS master plan one of the parks marked out was a 16.5 acre plot (approximately 80,000 sq.yds.) known as Jheel Park. It had two lakes, one used for boating and both home to fishes and migratory birds. As with all open spaces in this city, over the years, due to neglect and the greed of encroachers, it was not developed and fell into disrepair.


Later on, in the 1970s, it was used by various nursery owners for commercial purposes. Its condition deteriorated further and it became a haven for drug addicts and other undesirables of our deteriorating society. Neglect continued until 1995, after Shehri had made uncountable complaints to the KMC and recruited the help of certain residents of the area who were also concerned about the park. With the help of the authorities one section of the park, which is the presently developed eight-acre portion, was cleaned up to a certain extent, a stone wall built around its boundary, and Shehri planted 219 trees. However, encroachments continued, haggles over conversion continued, and, of course, grabbing continued.


Serious land grabbing began in 1970 when the remaining eight acres (38,728 sq. yds) portion of Jheel park facing Dr Mahmud Hussain Road and meant for an amusement park was wrongfully given to a developer to construct a residential building. Jheel park has been carved out of a hillock and the master-planners, aware of the water scarcity, earmarked this part of Jheel park as an amusement area. The dispute continues to date.


In 2007, Mustafa Kamal struck. He reclaimed all the land that had been encroached upon by residents living on its boundaries, cleared up all illegal constructions and gardens, and started development at full speed. He sought and succeeded in correcting wrongs committed by unlawful conversions and allotments, and the park is now fully developed. It is a superb open space created for the citizens of Gulshan and Jamshed Town — and, of course, any other citizens of the city. He deserves thanks for a good job done. Credit must also go to the citizens of the area who have kept a watchful eye on the park and to officials such as Hanif Nasir, Abdul Malik and Liaquat Ali Khan, and, of course, to Shehri.


The main encroachers upon parks and amenity spaces are the Sindh government (Parking Plaza in DHA Stadium, DHA beach encroachment), big business (Pizza Hut in the green belt in Nazimabad, Kidney Hill, the Hawkes Bay and Cape Monze Sugarland City project), the land mafia/katchi abadis, and, last but not least, those who create ‘places of worship’ in the name of God.


The citizens of this city owe a debt of gratitude to Amber Alibhai, general secretary of Shehri, the backbone of this important NGO. Amber is a courageous and tenacious woman who has battled hard and long against land grabbers, most of whom (and the nastiest) are firmly ensconced in the bosoms of our irredeemably nasty political parties (some are ‘high-ups’). She and her family have been threatened and openly asked to withdraw cases in our courts. She deserves to be given the citizens’ award which overshadows all the ‘tamghas’ and ‘sitaras’.


Now, we want Nazim Mustafa Kamal to continue with the good work and save many more open spaces of Karachi which are under threat. There is the Kidney Hill Park, now under litigation, and there is the 480-acre Gutter Baghicha open space in Trans Lyari, and the Chinna Ground on Kashmir Road in PECHS which has been encroached on by the CDGK itself. This ground has served as the cricket stadium for many young boys coming from far and wide to play cricket.


These sites (apart from many others) must be developed as lungs of the city in which the residents of congested and polluted Karachi can breathe. If the citizens, and particularly the youth of this city had space for some sort of recreation to brighten up their lives we would not have such a heightened crime rate. We are with Nazim Kamal; we will fight with him to try and make Karachi a greener city and thus to hopefully reduce the crime rate.

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 18/05/2008)

KBCA is now illegal, says Nazim

A new controversy has erupted in the tussle between the Sindh government and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal after the latter declared that the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) was an ‘illegal’ body. Kamal has advised the citizens against seeking approval for their building drawings and maps from the KBCA.


Kamal, while informally talking to newsmen at his office on Saturday, said that drawings and maps submitted on or before April 29, 2008, at the KBCA stand illegal and has advised Town Nazims to stop all such constructions in their respective jurisdictions. The Nazim said that all such constructions declared illegal would be demolished.


When it was pointed out to him that the KBCA has abolished betterment charges for construction on the outskirts of the city, Mustafa said that this order was illegal and that betterment charges have not been abolished.

The city Nazim also advised the citizens to approach their respective towns to clear such matters and said that, in this connection, the town administrations had been asked to establish a desk dedicated to this purpose.

The City Nazim also gave the Association of Builders and Developers (ABAD) the same advice.

The Nazim said that huge bribes were being doled out for the approval of drawings and maps in the KBCA. 

He stressed that KBCA, at present, had no legal status and efforts were on to give it a practical shape by virtue of which the KBCA has been terminated at the town level. Kamal said he was taking this action using his powers under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance.


It may be noted here that the Sindh Minister for Local Government, Agha Siraj Durrani, had declared himself as chairman of KBCA and KWSB and said the former was an independent authority.

The city Nazim had, on the contrary, earlier declared that the KBCA controller was now an Execuitive District Officer (EDO) as was the KWSB Managing Director, and that the KBCA and KWSB were now departments of the CDGK.

The row had died down after the city Nazim left for a tour of the United States. This latest development in the controversy at the local bodies level comes despite the fact that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) is now a coalition partner of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) in the provincial government.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 18/05/2008)

MQM leaders deny allegations of selling govt plots

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) leaders have rejected all allegations of selling government land during the tenure of the last government and have condemned the publication of news items in this regard in a section of Press. The stance was reiterated Saturday by MQM Standing Committee members, Babar Ghouri, Muhammad Ali Brohi and Safwanullah. They were addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club(KPC). 


Babar Ghouri said that “table stories” by some journalists about corruption to the tune of millions of rupees by former ministers in selling government residential plots were baseless. 

He said that government residential plots in the Martin Quarters and Jacob Lines vicinities, and some other areas were reserved for the government employees. He said MQM always supported and raised a voice in favour of the rights of poor and thus the allegation of selling government plots by former ministers were not true.


“During our tenure we distributed ownership rights of houses to those who were really deserving,” Ghauri said, adding that Safwanullah had presented this suggestion to the then Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz, and directed all departments to issue such certificates to the deserving people, but meanwhile, the caretaker government was formed and this process came to a halt.


Muhammad Ali Brohi, Chairman, Senate Standing Committee, said that a meeting in this regard was to be held on May 21, in which this matter would be discussed. The quota for the allotment of plots was for the four provinces but it was ignored by the caretaker government, he charged.

He said these houses were built in 1947 and their estimated life was 10 years. He said after a passage of 10 years, in 1958, a summary was presented in this regard but no action was taken. He said in 2002, when the MQM raised the issue in the cabinet, it was presented to Choudhry Shujaat and a sub-committee of the cabinet approved recommendations in this regard. A survey of plots was also carried out.


The MQM leaders, condemning the news item, demanded that the Interior Minister, Rehman Malik, initiate a probe in this regard.

(The News-13, 18/05/2008)

Nazim wants to retain control of KBCA

All building plans approved after April 29 illegal: Kamal


KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has said that the establishment of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) was illegal and that all building plans approved after April 29 will be illegal. This recent move by the city nazim has further widened the rift between the city district government and the provincial government. 


In a statement issued on Saturday, the City Nazim warned citizens that obtaining approval of their building plans through the KBCA will be illegal and the city government will demolish such buildings. 

“It is the responsibility of the City District Government Karachi to give approval for new building plans rather than the KBCA which is illegal,” he said. He also directed all town nazims to take measures and stop the construction of illegal buildings in their respective areas. 


Besides this, the city nazim also warned members of ABAD (an association of builders and developers) and others approaching the KBCA for building plans, to avoid doing this. 


The newly appointed Chief Controller KBCA Manzoor Qadir told Daily Times on Saturday that he had no information regarding the city nazim’s statement. 


The rift between the city government and the provincial government to retain control of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) started after the Provincial Minister for Local Government, Agha Siraj Durrani removed Kamal as chairman of both authorities through a notification. 


The minister issued a notification on April 24 and formed a new board of directors of the KWSB and became chairman of both authorities. After this the city nazim circulated two notifications issued in the previous government’s tenure, announcing both authorities were a group of offices, the Water and Sanitation and Karachi Building Control. 

This aggravated the provincial government that replaced the city government’s nominated EDO KBCA Rauf Akhter Farooqi and appointed Manzoor Qadir as the new Chief Controller on April 28. 


Meanwhile Durrani called the first meeting of the new Board of Directors of KWSB after a four-year gap and vowed that the KBCA and KWSB were separate authorities under the provincial government and will function under his chairmanship. During this time, the city nazim was in America on an official tour and after coming home he issued the above notification within five days. 


A senior official said that the KBCA employees had welcomed the new appointment by the Local Government Minister, Durrani, but had reservations on the issue. “Generally, the majority of the KBCA officials wish that this dispute of the control should be resolved as soon as possible,” he said. However some of officials stated that the city nazim’s move is a tactic to pressure the provincial government on power sharing between the PPP and MQM.

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/05/2008)

New Sabzi Mandi caught in an administrative rut

With plots being allotted without a proper infrastructure, it looks like the same problems that have been a cause for concern for the stakeholders of the Sabzi Mandi situated alongside the Super Highway, are likely to prevail in the newly planned Sabzi Mandi of Gaghar Phatak, National Highway.


While the plot allotment process continues, the existence of a boundary wall, which is generally the initial step in the development of a mega project such as this, is yet to be seen.

While these plots are being awarded at the rate of Rs900 per square foot, the eligibility of a person to apply for the plot is only confirmed once they submit a refundable pay order of Rs35,000, The News has learnt. Moreover, the triumphant applicants are then required to pay a 25 percent advance of the total price of the plot in order to get possession. The left over amount can then be made through installments.


The authorities seem to be allotting which ever plots to whom ever they please, without following through on a proper transparent ballot system.


In terms of area, the new Mandi is being planned on 100 acres of land, which is four acres larger than the existing Mandi, which was developed over an area of 96 acres.

With varying spaces being provided for different commodities, 1,737 shops have been allotted to the Gaghar Phatak Mandi. The number of commercial shops for things like pesticides and fertilizers has been limited to 210.


Onion shops apparently have been set at a suggested size of 1,000 square feet, while the construction of each shop has been advised within an area of 600 square feet, while 400 square feet are proposed to be left open.


The newly planned Mandi is also said to have a super market, for which purpose, an area of 43,957 square feet has been allocated.


According to the master plan of the Mandi, eight cold storage houses are also part of the structure, while four plots are to be reserved for the construction of banks. The Mandi will also consist of two restaurants and a canteen.

According to sources, 30 percent of the shops will be allocated to growers, while the remaining 70 percent will be allotted to the general public.


The road at the Mandi has been fixed at a width of 40 feet, which implies that the road might be a little too short, giving way to the same old traffic problems. The new Mandi is under the supervision of the same market committee which is looking after the affairs of the existing Sabzi Mandi.


While talking to the correspondent, some sources complained that the plots should have been allotted once the master layout plan had been approved by the concerned authorities.


Ghulam Hussain Jokhio, President of Sindh Abadgar Board, Karachi Division, has demanded that the authorities take possession of the land and have a boundary wall constructed around it.

Moreover, he said that all areas of the Mandi should be identified as per the master plan, so it could be clear as to what place would be located where.

He said the general practice carried out the world over is that growers are given subsidies in such projects. However the new Mandi has refrained from any such practice. “How would the poor grower be able to pay Rs900 per square foot for the plot? This amount should be fixed at Rs250 for them,” he demanded.


Jokhio stressed that there ought to be an open and transparent ballot for the allotment of the plots.

At the time when new food markets are being planned, the existing Mandi seems to be caught in an administrative rut.


Plots reserved for parking and other purposes, are being occupied by the existing Mandi. While the administration, seems to be facilitating its relatives by recruiting them to run the affairs of the market.


According to sources, an official of the market committee had two of his sons appointed, along with his son-in-law and two nephews, as fee collectors in the market. Sources further disclosed that the entry fee had been reduced to 50 percent, which seems a little off since vehicles carrying a variety of fruits and vegetables unload at the Mandi, and the amount collected under the head of entry fee should remain the same.

The correspondent tried to get in touch with the concerned authorities to get their point of view on the issue, but to no avail.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 22/05/2008)

Senate body wants Rangers to vacate public buildings
KARACHI, May 22: The senate’s standing committee on interior has demanded that Rangers be moved from public buildings – including educational institutions in the city – and personnel of the paramilitary force be relocated to other residential facilities.


Members of the committee, which met top officials of the Sindh police and Rangers on Thursday, were convinced that a separate residential arrangement for the around 12,000-strong Rangers force based in Karachi, which has been occupying hostels of educational institutions and other public facilities for the last several years, is a must.

“We will soon put this matter before the authorities and ask them to arrange permanent residential facilities rather than keep them in hostels and colleges, which causes damage to the particular buildings’ utilities,” Senator Mohammad Talha Mahmood Aryan, chairman of the committee, told Dawn following a meeting with the director-general of the Rangers at Rangers Headquarters.


“The Rangers have their own compulsions for staying in such buildings as they don’t have any other option. But we are hopeful that these hurdles will be removed and we will ask the government to make arrangements to relocate these soldiers from public buildings.”


When it was pointed out that the proposal seemed to indicate that the Rangers would be making a permanent home in Karachi – the force was actually called in on a temporary basis in 1989 – the senator said the current policy of the government suggests measures along similar lines.

“Actually, there is no doubt that the Rangers have nothing to do with the maintenance of law and order, as the force is supposed to protect the border areas. But, unfortunately, the institution (police) which is mandated for such a task has failed to win the people’s trust in this regard,” he added.

“So, we are of the view that if the government really wants the Rangers to stay in Karachi, then it should provide all required facilities, including residence for its soldiers.”


The paramilitary force has been assisting the police in Karachi since 1989 when a Pakistan People’s Party government in the centre had called in the Rangers and the Frontier Constabulary to curb rising political violence in the metropolis.

Currently, the Rangers occupy different government buildings in the city for residential purposes, which include hostels of the University of Karachi and Jamia Millia Degree College in Malir.


In the last provincial budget (2006-07), expenditure estimates for the Rangers amounted to over Rs350 million. Even after almost two decades of the Rangers’ stay in the city, the committee appeared clueless about the future course of the government’s policy regarding the paramilitary force’s status in the city.

Earlier, the senate committee, which also included Senator Mohammad Amin Dadabhoy and Senator Saadia Abbasi, was briefed about the performance of the Rangers in the city and their role in the border areas of the country.

The committee chief pledged to take up the issues of the Rangers’ limited resources with the authorities concerned to equip the force with the latest technology to enhance its performance and output.


Police’s problems

Later in the day, the committee moved to the Central Police Office, where a meeting with Sindh Inspector-General of Police Dr Shoaib Suddle highlighted various problems the law-enforcers were facing while performing their duties.

“Our police force faces immense shortages of resources and we support their proposal for increased funds so that they can acquire due facilities for better performance,” said Senator Aryan.

He regretted that the majority of police stations remained unable to get fuel for mobile vans, which appeared to be the main hurdle affecting the force’s performance and damaging the morale of the policemen.

“It’s quite natural that if you expect someone to do a very sensitive and dangerous job without proving him basic resources, ultimately, it would affect the institution and not the individuals,” he added.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 23/05/2008)

SHC orders survey in land dispute case
KARACHI, May 23: The Sindh High Court on Friday asked the official surveyor to identify and demarcate the land allotted to a co-operative housing society and the Pakistan Rangers in Gulshan Town and directed its nazir to prepare a situation report in respect of the disputed property.


A petition has been filed by the Kolachi Co-operative Housing Society claiming that it was allotted 100 acres at Deh Kiewari, Gulshan Town, but the Rangers have encroached on it and were raising unauthorized construction.

A Rangers colonel appeared before a division bench consisting of Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Qazi and submitted that the paramilitary force was allotted five acres in the village by the former chief minister for a housing colony for its employees. Housing units were being raised on the land and the work was expedited recently to utilize the budgetary allocation for the project, which would lapse on the expiry of the financial year.


The bench, which had restrained the Rangers from raising further construction on the previous date, modified its interim order to say that any structure on the disputed land would be built by the Rangers at their own risk and would be liable to demolition depending on the final outcome of the petition.


Representing the petitioner, Advocate Abrar Hasan requested the bench to order inspection of the site by the SHC nazir to ascertain whether the land occupied and being utilized by the rangers was separate and distinct from the area allotted to the co-op housing society. He said there was no demarcation on the ground and a ‘situation report’ would help settle the matter expeditiously.


Further hearing was adjourned to May 30 and deputy attorney-general Imran Ahmed accepted notice on behalf of the federation.

Thatta land

The bench disposed of a petition in respect of 30 acres of state land at Deh Gharo, Taluka Mirpur Sakro, District Thatta, advising the petitioner to seek his remedy from the provincial board of revenue. Petitioner Ferozuddin Riaz had contended that the district revenue officials had allotted the state land by manipulating and fabricating entries in the record of rights.


Appearing for the intervener allottee, Chaudhry Tahir Hussain, Advocate Ghulam Rasool Mangi argued that an appeal against the revenue officials could be moved in the provincial board of revenue and the petitioner could not invoke the writ jurisdiction of the high court.


Election challenged

The bench issued notices to the respondent MPA and Election Commission in a petition moved by Agha Arsalan Khan of the Pakistan People’s Party against the election of National People’s Party’s Abid Hussain Jatoi from the Shikarpur provincial constituency PS-12. The PPP candidate had earlier assailed Mr Jatoi’s election on the ground of widespread rigging and the Election Commission conducted a re-election on PS-12 as well as NA-202 (Shikarpur), which was earlier bagged by NPP’s Dr Ibrahim Jatoi. While Dr Ibrahim Jatoi lost to PPP’s Aftab Shaban Mirani in the re-election, Mr Abid Jatoi again won the seat and was notified.


The PPP candidate moved for urgent hearing of his pending petition against ineligibility of Mr Abid Jatoi for his not being a graduate through Advocate Raja Qureshi, who argued that the MPA suffered from a disqualification that could neither be overlooked nor cured.


Holding brief for Advocate Abdul Hafeez Pirzada, Mr Jatoi’s counsel, Advocate Rana Ikramullah argued that the petitioner had agreed to hearing after the summer vacation and it could not be advanced. The MPA had already been declared and notified elected and the only remedy for the petitioner was to file an election petition under the Representation of People Act. The petitioner could not be allowed to raise piecemeal objections to Mr Jatoi’s election, he argued.


Cardiologist’s plea

The bench adjourned hearing of a petition moved by Dr Salim Shaikh, a cardiologist employed with the Karachi Port Trust Hospital. He submitted through Advocate Adnan Karim that his promotion had been held up because of ‘disaffiliation’ of Vienna University, Austria, by the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council. He said he obtained a diploma in June 1988 while the ‘disaffiliation’ occurred in September 1988.

The PMDC decision could not operate retrospectively as four of his batchmates who applied for recognition and equivalence certificates in 1988 were certified by the PMDC.


FM radio licence

Another division bench comprising Justices Yasmeen Abbasy and Rana Mohammad Shamim issued a notice to a federal attorney in a petition moved by Financial Broadcasting Service (Pvt) Limited against withholding of a licence by the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority.


The petitioner company claimed that it acquired licences to operate FM channels in Karachi and Peshawar in an auction conducted in 1999. It paid the requisite 15 per cent earnest amount of Rs1.04 million and Rs 2,000,000 for Karachi and Peshawar, respectively. The grant of licence was, however, delayed by security clearance from the federal agencies. When the matter was settled with the interior ministry, the Pemra said ‘the licence quota/slot had already been exhausted’.


Shahid Rind case

A division bench comprising Justices Mrs Qaiser Iqbal and Mahmood Alam Rizvi, meanwhile, issued a notice to the anti-terrorism court trying Shahid Rind as Bahadur Brohi, brother of notorious offender Mashooq Brohi, in a kidnapping for ransom case.

The accused filed a criminal revision application against dismissal of his application against identification parade by the trial court. He said he had become so “notorious” during the proceedings on his habeas corpus petition that he could be easily recognized by any one. Dismissing his application against the parade, the ATC proceeded to fix a date for framing of charge. He requested the high court to restrain the ATC pending his plea against identification and determination of his real identity.

(Dawn-17, 24/05/2008)

Land mafia flourishing in Taiser Town
KARACHI, May 25: The land mafia has become active in Taiser Town and encroached upon land in the area but to one’s surprise the relevant authorities are taking no action to check the activities of these unscrupulous elements, alleges a social activist.


The activist, Tasneem Ahmad Siddiqui, who is also the chief of Saiban, a non-governmental organisation that has established Khudi Ki Basti, a housing project for the poor in Taiser Town, feared that once people purchased plots from the land mafia, they would prove to be an additional burden on the overall infrastructure developed by and for the residents of Khuda Ki Basti.


Elaborating, he said that people of the basti had on a self-help basis generated funds to pay for the KESC lines under the power utility’s self-finance scheme for the electrification of their settlement. However, now a large number of illegal connections (kundas) could be seen hooked to the basti’s power supply lines and electrifying a number of the new settlements in the area.


Mr Siddiqui was of the view that these illegal connections were putting an additional burden of the power supply infrastructure of the basti and if the situation continued unchecked the system could collapse anytime.

Recalling his visit to the area some ten years ago to launch the Khuda Ki Basti project, he said that there were only three villages then, Rozi Goth, Khair Mohammad Goth and probably Juma Goth, but over the years many other villages had sprung up particularly during the last one and a half year, while the old settlements had also expanded.

He deplored that despite approaching various government and private organisations, no action had so far been initiated against the land mafia heavily engaged in encroaching upon the land in Taiser Town and fleecing innocent people.

[image: image23.jpg]



Mr Siddiqui told Dawn that he had written a letter to the Karachi Electric Supply Compnay (KESC) dated November 28, 2007 saying that “… large scale land-grabbing and its sale to innocent purchasers are taking place around Khuda Ki Basti. Only a few months back there were two small villages — Rozi and Juma goths — with 15 to 20 households but some unscrupulous persons have started selling plots after illegally occupying the state’s land …. We spent about Rs17.5 million on the electric system, but the encroachers are freely stealing electricity burdening our system.”


He said that despite the passage of many months no action had been initiated on the complaint. Similarly, he had also written to the Malir Development Authority (MDA) regarding the new development taking place around the basti, and had asked of the MDA to ensure that it was being carried out after following all the legal formalities.


Responding to his letter, the MDA’s deputy director, town planning had said: “As per the records, no MDA land had been disposed off /given to anyone adjacent to Khuda Ki Basti for development purposes. If anyone is developing the site adjacent to the basti, the same is coming under encroachment.” For its removal the MDA’s official concerned may be approached, the MDA high-up advised him.


It had been decided in a meeting held in September 2005 with the then chief secretary in the chair, Mr Siddiqui added, that the Board of Revenue would ensure that the demarcation of the old village was done within 15 days and action for the removal of encroachments was initiated by the relevant department. However, he said, again no action was taken in this regard.


Mr Siddiqui said that later, he approached the then Sindh revenue minister in May 2007 and informed him that despite a lapse of around 20 months no action had been taken and urged him to carry out a survey for the demarcation of Khair Mohammad Goth (Mehrab Bikak), Mohammad Hussain Brohi and Rozi Goths. But to no avail, he deplored.


A recent visit to the area revealed that numerous illegal connections had been taken from Khuda Ki Basti’s power supply line. Some of these kundas, however, have reportedly been provided by the KESC itself for which the consumers regularly pay bills.


The people selling land / plots opposite the Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project said that along with the land they were providing the buyers with letters from the Goth Abad Project. They said that their site plan had been duly passed by the Board of Revenue and they had received a no-objection certificate from the MDA and were also providing Form-2 of the BoR. The price of a 120-square-yard plot, depending on its location, ranged between Rs250,000 and Rs800,000, they added. They told Dawn that they only accepted full-payment upon which the possession of the land was immediately handed over to the buyer. Development charges, yet to be calculated, were to be paid later.


Some of the real estate dealers operating in the area claimed that most of the projects had been approved under the government’s Goth Abad Project and the sellers, along with the land, gave documents of the BoR, which, according to them, were authentic enough to establish the ownership. They, however, agreed that the land sale / purchase activity had increased manifold during the last one year or so.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-13, 25/05/2008)

LDA gives go-ahead to beach uplift plan

KARACHI, May 24: The Lyari Development Authority (LDA) has given approval for the appointment of a consultant firm to prepare an amended master plan of the entire Hawkesbay Scheme with the aim of transforming the Hawkesbay beach into a tourist attraction of international standard.


The approval was accorded by the LDA’s governing body which met here on Saturday under the chairmanship of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. The meeting also decided to fix the price of plots for members of the KDA Officers Association at Rs600 per square-yard.


Mr Kamal told the meeting that beaches around the world were beautified to attract tourists and other visitors and, therefore, the Hawkesbay beach should be developed and beautified with the same approach. However, he said, all constructions along the beach should be in accordance with the master plan.

He stressed that beach development must be carried out in a manner that the area could become a source of revenue generation for the entire country, besides contributing to the economic progress of Sindh and bringing about a change in the quality of people’s life in Sindh. “We have marketed Karachi across the world and M/s Al-Nakeen, a subsidiary of the Dubai Bank, is keenly interested in developing this area,” he informed the meeting.


The nazim directed the LDA to seek Nadra’s assistance in ensuring a transparent process for the balloting of LDA’s new scheme in order to retain people’s confidence in government institutions.

Regarding the delay in the balloting, he stated that Nadra had taken more than stipulated time in preparing a computerized system for the purpose due to which the balloting could not be held on time. However, he added, the balloting process should now be resumed at the earliest.


Raise granted 

The city nazim also ordered a raise of Rs4,500 per month in the salaries of all those LDA employees who were drawing Rs1,500 per month. His attention was drawn to the grievances of low-paid employees and the officials at the meeting recommended a raise of Rs3,000 per month. He was told that there were 55 employees drawing Rs1,500 per month.


The nazim noted that the raise of Rs3,000 would make it Rs4,500 per month which was also an insufficient monthly income considering inflation and price-hike. He, therefore, approved a raise of Rs4,500 per month in their salaries.

The meeting was attended by DCO Javed Hanif, Director-General of LDA Ateeq Baig and members of the LDA governing body. Mr Kamal directed them that clearance in accordance with the master plan must be ensured for any scheme falling in the jurisdiction of the Lyari Development Authority and the Malir Development Authority, and asked EDO Master Plan to take necessary steps in this regard.

(Dawn-17, 25/05/2008)

Govt land being fast occupied by mafia, laments MQM MNA

KARACHI: The land mafia in the city has seen a surge of activity during the last two months and government land is being fast occupied, stated the Haq Parast MNA Syed Asif Hasnain while addressing a special meeting for the law and order situation in Landhi Town. The meeting was attended by Town Nazim Dr Irshad Ahmed, Provincial Minister Shaikh Mohammed Afzal, MPAs Khalid Ahmed, Aamir Moeen Pirzada and Alimuur Rehman, former KATI Chairman Masood Naqi, senior police and traffic officials, TMO Noman Arshad, representatives of businessmen and UC nazims and naib nazims. The MNA disclosed that land is being sold in areas where operations against encroachments were carried out. He said 27 illegal water hydrants have been setup in Landhi and Korangi alone during the last two months, most of them being in the jurisdiction of Quaidabad and Sharafi Goth, while occupation of government land worth millions of rupees is also underway. Asif Hasnain pointed out that on one hand, the very infrastructure of Landhi Town has changed as a result of the Haq Parast leadership, while on the other hand, organized gangs are committing street crimes and lootings in industrial areas, sabotaging the peaceful law and order and conditions. Provincial Minister Shaikh Mohammed Afzal said efforts are being made to provide relief to the businessmen for carrying out their day to day activities in a safe environment. Town Nazim Dr Irshad said that the objective of holding the meeting was to establish a working relationship for the eradication of street crime and illegal encroachments from Landhi and Korangi. The meeting was also addressed by MPAs Alimur Rehman, Aamir Moin Pirzada, Khalid Ahmed and others.

(DailyTimes-B1, 26/05/2008)

Low-cost housing scheme planned

For the first time in Sindh, plans are under way to launch a ‘low-cost housing scheme’ for the poor. The project is part of the prime minister’s programme. At least 300 acres have been identified by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) revenue department. Notification about this land will be sent soon to the Sindh board of revenue, the newly-appointed Executive District Officer (EDO) Revenue, Sajjad Hussain Abbasi, told The News.

Abbasi said that 10 acres each have been identified in Keamari, Gadap and Bin Qasim towns. The prime miniter, the EDO revenue said, is keen to provide houses to the poor, and work on this scheme is in process. Various modalities have to be discussed with agencies concerned.


The scheme will also be presented to Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. After approval from the Board of Revenue, the land will be handed over to the CDGK Works and Services EDO who has the task oversee the building of houses in the area.


Abbasi said that the quantity of houses to be built has not been decided yet, but hastily added that these houses will be provided through a ballot scheme. It may be noted that the city government has not been able to provide any housing schemes to the people of Karachi.


Meanwhile, the city nazim had recently announced a scheme in the Lyari Development Authority (LDA). In the past, such schemes were announced by the defunct Karachi Development Authority (KDA), the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), and also Taiser Town. When the Lyari Expressway was launched, the people living at the river bank were provided alternate plots in Taiser Town but this was done by the federal government, not the CDGK.

Moreover, Abbasi said, under all these circumstances, encroachment is the leading problem of Karachi, and vacant land belonging to the state has to be protected. A proposal is therefore under study, the EDO Revenue said, to look at ways to retain vacated land and keep it safe from the land mafia. The proposal will be submitted to the nazim for approval.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 27/05/2008)

SHC restrains construction on disputed amenity plot

A Sindh High Court (SHC) division bench suspended a single bench order that dismissed a lawsuit against the conversion of amenity plots into residential-cum-commercial plots at Ghulam Hussain Qasim Quarters (Kharadar), and restrained construction on the disputed plot till further orders.

The court also issued notices to the city government, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and others for June 3. The interim order came on the heels of a high court appeal filed by Ardeshir R. Cowasjee, Rizwan Edhi, Faisal Edhi, Abdul Sattar Edhi and Mohammad Javed Iqbal. They filed an appeal against the dismissal of their lawsuit for injunction, challenging the auction of Plot no. 9 that was being used since 1885 as an ejector to regulate sewerage facilities in the city.

The SHC single bench, had dismissed the lawsuit observing that the suit was filed on false grounds. He had also imposed a Rs1 million fine on the plaintiffs for filing a frivolous litigation. The appellant’s counsel, Naeemur Rehman, submitted that the single judge order was based upon neither the facts, nor the law involved in the case. Rehman said the appellants had locus standi to file a lawsuit against the defendants because the matter pertained to the conversion of an amenity plot that was once owned by the KWSB.


The counsel said that the entire site was initially dedicated for the ejector which might be classified as amenity use, but it was unlawfully converted into residential-cum-commercial. He requested the court to suspend the impugned order. After the preliminary hearing of the appeal, the SHC division bench, admitted it for regular hearing. Meanwhile, they restrained the private respondents of the case from initiating construction protects on the disputed amenity plot. The court also suspended the fine on the appellants until the adjudication of the factual legal point.

(The News-13, 27/05/2008)

Edhis, Cowasjee appeal dismissal of plot case


KARACHI: Rizwan, Faisal and Abdul Sattar Edhi, Javed Iqbal and Ardeshir Cowasjee have gone to court to challenge the dismissal of one of their suits.


The appeal was filed to seek a nullification of the auction of an amenity plot by the CDGK in Kharadar. On Monday, notice was issued to the defendants/respondents in the appeal (the CDGK, KW&SB, KBCA, SSGC, KESC and others) against the orders of a single judge of the SHC challenging the dismissal of their suit and imposition of a cost of one million rupees. The other defendants are owners of a plot in Ghulam Hussain Quarters, Kharadar, namely Amanullah and Zain-ul-Abideen.


The appellants submitted plot No. 9, Ghulam Hussain Kasim Quarters, Kharadar owned by the KW&SB was entitled as an ‘Ejector’ for amenity use. The CDGK, after the promulgation of SLGO 2001, in an attempt to earn money, issued a notification in newspapers for the auction of plot 9-A measuring 316.66 sq. yards and subdivided into plot 9-B measuring 429.72 sq. yards.


Both plots were allotted to Muhammad Saleem Deewan and Abdul Qadir on Sep 30, 2005 with a lease issued on May 6, 2006 by the CDGK. The appellants filed suit against the allotment of the KW&SB property by the CDGK and sought demolition of the constructions raised on the plots. This was dismissed by the SHC’s single bench, observing it was filed on false grounds.


The bench comprising Justice Qaiser Iqbal and Justice Syed Mahmood Alam Rizvi heard Abdur Rahman advocate, counsel for the appellant/plaintiffs, and while admitting the appeal for hearing and issuing notice for June 3, ordered the maintenance of the status quo.


The appellants/plaintiffs maintained before the bench that imposing such a heavy fine was beyond the jurisdiction as a maximum cost of rupees 35,000 could be imposed.


Abdur Rahman advocate also maintained that a single judge, Justice Qamaruddin Vohra, erred in judging the suit as use of an amenity plot could not be changed according to the relevant laws. 

After hearing the initial arguments in the appeal, the bench suspended the impugned judgment and issued notice for June 3 and ordered the maintenance of the status quo till the next date of hearing.

(By AR Qureshi, DailyTimes-B1, 27/05/2008)

New chief vows to curb violation of building bylaws

The Chief Controller of Buildings (CCOB), Manzoor Qadir, says that he would pursue all the activities that are being carried out in the city in violation of the building control bylaws and his fight would be against the mafia that supports unauthorised construction in the city. The newly-appointed chief controller was speaking to The News at his office.


The leader of an organisation like KBCA holds a serious responsibility, said the CCOB while underlining the fact that there were times when even senior officials came under pressure from political and other quarters. He revealed that there were “parallel forces” that became a hurdle in the performance of the authority. However, he said, he aimed to combat those forces and this was the message he wanted to get across the board, he said.


“Sustaining the pressure that comes from ‘powerful’ forums is not an easy task at all and one has to go through really trying junctures at times,” said Qadir who took over his present post just three weeks ago even though he has been associated with the authority for several years now. 

“I will work my way and the board will have to comply,” said the chief in a self-assured tone while disclosing that he has already started working on his priority job that is to fight against the said mafia. “Elimination of illegal construction is the dire need of the city and I take the same as my prior responsibility,” he said. Adding to it he stated that the area controllers will be held responsible for the illegal constructions going on in their respective areas and the violators would be taken to task. 


Replying to a question, the CCOB disclosed that 191 buildings in the city had been officially declared dangerous. However most of them had still not been vacated. The chief said that an official notice was sent annually to each of the buildings warning them of its condition and suggesting them to vacate the building but “in 99 percent of the cases, the occupants did not want to leave their homes,” he said. 


When asked as to why the KBCA did not take action in this regard, he said that the authority does act in severe cases but most of the time ground realities have to be considered. “When the officials visit such buildings, the residents give explanations citing their poor financial status and that they could not afford other accommodation,” said Qadir. However, he said that the officials had to be strict in severe situations and if a building is found in an extremely poor condition, it has to be vacated come what may. 


With the monsoon season fast approaching and rains expected anytime, the rainwater would add to the threat that these buildings pose the residents. A dangerous building that otherwise may stand firm can collapse in the monsoon as a result of heavy rain, say experts and the chief controller agrees.


The KBCA had launched a campaign against the builders/owners of all buildings not equipped with the fire fighting gear. Talking about the current status of that campaign, the CCOB said that the campaign was going on and water connections of numerous buildings had already been sealed after examination. The CCOB was, however, unable to quote the statistics of those buildings, however, he said that the campaign was going on under the supervision of a committee comprising senior officers. 


Replying to a question regarding the authority’s adverse publicity and the citizens’ lack of confidence in the KBCA, the chief said that he couldn’t comment on what happened in the past. However, he promised that he will restore the shattered confidence of the people in the authority.


Talking about the future target of the authority, he said that since his primary objective was to stop the illegal construction, he said he would mainly focus on that. “This is not a one-man show. It’s always the team effort that makes things go the right way,” he said. 

Replying to another question, the chief controller said that he was well aware of the problems he would have to face achieving his aim but he said he was confident that his efforts would be in true faith and for the betterment of the city. “If there is a will there is a way!” he remarked.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 28/05/2008)

Kidney Hill Park was always open space

KARACHI: Kidney Hill never stayed an amenity plot but its status throughout was that of an open space, argued Dr Faroogh A Naseem, former Advocate General Sindh, appearing on behalf of one of the respondents, Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union, in the Kidney Hill park case.

He submitted this before a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) comprising Acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan here on Tuesday.


Tracing the history of the 62 acres of prime land now worth billions of rupees in the posh PECHS neighbourhood of Karachi, the counsel for the respondents maintained that no authority could cancel the lease. Naseem submitted that only 20 acres were allotted to the member societies to carve out residential plots while 35 acres were reserved for amenity purposes. He said that the plot was declared a park and playground under orders of the Chief Martial Law Administrator (CMLA) otherwise it remained an open place. He relied on a number of official maps, gazettes and other documents.

(DailyTimes-B1, 28/05/2008)

SHC reserves judgment in Kidney Hill case

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has reserved judgment on the petitions field by former city nazim, Naimatullah Khan, and others against the proposed conversion of Kidney Hill into a housing scheme. 

Petitioners Naimatullah Khan, Marium Haji, Syed Imamuddin Rafai and others had moved court against the agreement of settlement between city government, Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union and Overseas Housing Society (OHS) for carving out over 66 percent of Kidney Hill and Ahmed Ali Park.


They contended that the main water hydrant plant is situated at the Kidney Hill area which supplies water to approximately 0.5 million households, as it supplies water to entire PECHS, Bahadurabad and other areas of Jamshed and Gulshan towns.

They expressed fear that if the park area was converted into housing scheme, the water supply to that many people would be affected, adding that the conversion of the public park into a housing society was a violation of applicable laws.


Petitioners’ counsel Rizwana Ismail and Raja Qasit Nawaz submitted that the said agreement was void under section 23 of the Contract Act and contrary to the applicable laws that no amenity plot can be converted for any other purpose and the agreement of settlement is barred.


The court was prayed to declare the agreement as void and also declare that the Kidney Hill area (KDA Scheme Falaknama) is reserved as public amenity area solely for the recreation of the people of Karachi and cannot be converted from park to any other use.


On the other hand, OHS counsel Abrar Hasan and Haleem Siddiqui contended that the land was allotted to OHS and out of 62 acres, seven acres land had been encroached upon. They said that out of 55 acres, majority of the area was surrendered by the allottees for amenity purpose, making it clear that at no point the land in question was allotted as amenity plot. They prayed the court to dismiss the petition, as only 20 acres land was acquired by the allotees. Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union also opposed the petition, contending that at no stage the said land was reserved for a public park.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) supported the compromise reached between itself, the Sindh government and the federal government in the Supreme Court in this regard.


In its statement, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) submitted that it has nothing to do with the disputed area, however, it has control over the water reservoir situated in the limits of Kidney Hill area. 

The SHC’s division bench reserved the judgment. The court, in meantime continued the interim order that restricted the respondents from creating any third party interest while observing that counsel are at liberty to file their synopsis within four weeks.

(The News-13, 29/05/2008)

SHC reserves judgment on Hawkesbay land transfer case

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has reserved judgment on a petition against the allotment of land in Hawkesbay for an industrial zone.


A non-government organisation (NGO), Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment (Shehri-CBE), and an individual, Abdul Aziz, had filed a petition against the allotment of land by the Sindh government in the Industrial Zone K-28.

The petitioners’ counsel, Rizwana Ismail, contended that the proposed area for the industrial zone did not fall within the purview of the Sindh government, because the area was covered by the KDA Scheme-42. No industrial zone could therefore be allowed to be set up there because it would have an adverse effect on the environment of Hawkesbay.

Ismail submitted that the disputed land was along a high-water line and could not be allotted for the purpose of an industrial zone. The court was requested to declare the allotment by the Sindh government illegal and transfer the area to the development authority concerned.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) also submitted that the land in question claimed by the Sindh government was notified as part of the KDA Scheme. The revenue department, however, refuted the claim of the petitioners and submitted that the disputed land was not included in the KDA Scheme. The government therefore reserved the right to utilise it, the revenue department said, adding that the land was already allotted for the establishment of an industrial zone. After hearing the arguments of both parties, the SHC’s division bench reserved judgment.

(The News-13, 30/05/2008)

Low-cost housing for women on the cards, says Mirza

The Sindh government is working on a proposal to provide low-cost housing only to women. The ownership of this scheme would not be transferable to anyone else, Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza told The News, after a delegation of religious scholars, headed by Maulana Asad Thanvi, called on him on Thursday at his residence.

The aim of the project is to create a sense of security among women, because the common practice reportedly is that men obtain the house and the women are rendered homeless, Mirza said. The said basic theme of the scheme, therefore, is to provide low-cost houses through ballots only to women.


This policy, Mirza said, was in line with the objective of former Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) chairperson, Benazir Bhutto, who wished to provide security to the women of this country.


Maulana Thanvi had, meanwhile, informed the minister that Islam provided utmost security to women. He lauded the project to provide housing to women.


Mirza said that Karachi was a mega city where problems were being piled up. Proper strategy was being evolved after due consultation with the departments and agencies concerned to remove encroachments from the city, especially on amenity and welfare plots.


The delegation appreciated the efforts of the present government and congratulated the home minister for appointing good officers in the police department.


An NGO worker, Shumaila, who looks after women welfare schemes, said that the proposal, albeit belated, should be turned into a reality as soon as possible. The womenfolk of this country were always victimised through the transfer of property, such as houses, she said, adding that with this housing project, a sense of security would prevail among housewives in particular, because the latter were often victims of domestic feuds and abuse. Another NGO worker, Qudsia, said that the housing project was a daring step by the PPP government. The first scheme, she maintained, should be named after Benazir Bhutto.


Zulfiqar Mirza concerned about citizens: The Sindh Minister for Home, Zullfiqar Mirza has taken a serious notice of the complaints by the citizens against the police and has asked the people to report their grievances at the Provincial Public safety and Police complaints commission. He informed The News during a visit to the commission, the present government will provide relief to the common citizens. The secretary of the commission, Raeesuddin Paracha also gave a briefing.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 30/05/2008)

Cheap housing to fix squatters


KARACHI: A proper strategy is being evolved after consultation with the agencies concerned to remove encroachments from the city especially on plots belonging to welfare organizations, said Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza. 

He said this while meeting a five-member delegation led by Moulana Asad Thanvi at his office on Thursday. 

“The government knows the basic issues and demands of the public very well. A low cost housing scheme is under consideration for the needy. The peoples’ representatives are doing well to provide social services and other facilities to the masses,” the minister informed the delegation. The delegation praised the reputed officials in the police department.


Mirza directs police complaint commission to recommend exemplary punishment: 

The Sindh Minister for Home and Forests, Dr Zulfikar Mirza, has advised the people to lodge all their complaints against police excesses with the Provincial Public Safety and Police Complaints Commission (PPSPCC), the authorized authority dealing with this matter. 


During his visit to the PPSPCC, he said that the government wanted to bring change in the old system and the police is being made more public-service oriented. The minister stressed the members of the commission to be active and recommend exemplary punishments for guilty police officers. 

A time frame will be fixed within which public complaints should be disposed off, while the response from police in case of an enquiry by the commission should be quick and positive, he added. Earlier, the secretary of the commission, Raeesuddin Paracha briefed the home minister on the establishment and functioning of the commission.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/05/2008)

SHC hears plea against high-rise


KBCA rules have no legal sanction
KARACHI, May 30: Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations have no legal sanction as the Karachi Building Control Authority had no authority to formulate them after the promulgation of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance in 2002, a lawyer opposing the construction of a high-rise building near a school in front of the Boat Basin park argued on Friday.


Representing the non-governmental organization Shehri, which has been impleaded as an intervener in petitions by the builder and developer of the project and the Karachi Grammar School, Advocate Abdur Rahman said the regulations should have been promulgated by the city district government through its master plan group of offices or through the KBCA, which has also been brought under the CDGK control by the SLGO.


KBCA counsel Shahid Jamil Khan, however, said the KBCA had been constituted under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979, which remained intact after the promulgation of the SLGO. The KBCA drew its rightful authority from the provisions of the SBCO and lawfully formulated the KBTPR under them.

The 20-storeyed residential-cum-commercial complex is sought to be raised on a road adjacent to Boat Basin earmarked for setting up of a ‘food street’. However, the high court has set aside the commercialization notification issued by the CDGK. The builder moved a petition seeking a direction to the KBCA for giving the project its final approval.


The Grammar School moved a counter-petition saying it had about 900 pupils of tender age whose safety would be threatened by the project. Shehri joined in the proceedings as an intervener saying that the project would impair the environment in an area where a park was being developed for the sake of public health and entertainment. The builder’s counsel said the school was also a commercial enterprise and if a ban was to be imposed on commercial undertakings in the area, it should also apply to the institution.

Acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan, who constitute the division bench hearing the petition, adjourned further hearing for fuller arguments but asked the KBCA to complete legal formalities for processing the project. The builder was, however, barred from creating any third party interest in the project.

Direction to the state bank

Another division bench consisting of Justices Mrs Qaiser Iqbal and Mahmood Alam Rizvi, meanwhile, directed the State Bank of Pakistan to formulate a policy framework for recovery and remission/readjustment of bad loans.

The direction came when SBP counsel Iqbal Haider submitted that there was no law besides the Financial Institutions (Recovery of Loans) Ordinance, 2001, which the commercial banks press into service for recovery of loans. The recovery teams employed by the banks to threaten their customers had no legal sanction. The entire recovery procedure as alleged by petitioner Anwar Mahmood and others was unlawful.


The bench also asked the respondent banks to submit lists of defaulters whose outstanding loans were remitted by them to help the court ascertain whether any uniform criterion was being followed by them or whether they were practising a policy of pick and choose. The investigation report submitted by the police in respect of petitioner Anwar Mahmood’s complaint against the high-handed matters used by the bank recovery teams was taken on record. The police was asked to furnish a copy of the report to the petitioner’s counsel, Tahmasp Rizvi and Haider Imam Rizvi. The banks were given 15 days to file their counter-affidavits and further hearing was adjourned until after the summer vacation to August 19. The interim order against harassment of the petitioner would, meanwhile, continue.


The bench also restrained the Karachi Port Trust from taking any coercive action against a warehouse on the Hawksbay Road. The warehouse is built over six acres of land also claimed by the KPT.


Bail amount reduced

Another division bench comprising Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Syed Pir Ali Shah reduced the surety amount required to be deposited by lawyer-journalist Mohammad Iqbal Kazmi from Rs200,000 to Rs50,000 on humanitarian grounds.


Advocate Umar Farooq Khan appeared for the petitioner and submitted that he was in dire straits. He was standing trial for issuing dud cheques and proceedings were likely to take some time. Meanwhile, his dependants had no other bread-winner and he could not arrange a surety amount of Rs200,000 to secure his release.


Detention case

A petition moved by the father of Qari Saifullah, an alleged Al Qaeda activist, was, meanwhile, left over for paucity of time. Saifullah had been detained under the preventive detention provisions of the Anti-Terrorist Act but the petitioner’s counsel, Hashmat Habib, said there was no evidence against him except that his name had been mentioned by the later PPP chairperson, Benazir Bhutto, in her book. He said the detention, which had been extended by another notification, was illegal.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 31/05/2008)

JUNE

Government accommodation

Allotment under special quota banned
ISLAMABAD, May 31: A ban has been imposed on allotment of government accommodation under the special out-of-turn quota reserved for the federal minister for housing and works, Dawn has learnt.

The ban was imposed on the directives of Federal Minister for Housing and Works Rehmatullah Kakar to avoid exceeding the 10 per cent limit fixed for allotment of houses under his discretionary powers. “Allotment from the general waiting list (GWL) will, however, continue uninterrupted,” an official of the housing ministry told this reporter.


According to the new allotment policy, 90 per cent of government houses/flats and quarters are placed on the GWL and allotted on the basis of merit/length of service of employees, whereas the remaining 10 per cent are shifted to the special quota reserved for the minister for out-of-turn allotment.

“The housing ministry is under severe pressure regarding allotment of government accommodation, as there is no vacant house left, whereas the number of applicants on the waiting list is rising with each passing day,” sources said. They said that at present there were over 17,000 people on the general waiting list of the estate office. “Due to the wide gap between demand and availability of government houses/quarters, every applicant tries to approach the minister. This put immense pressure on the minister forcing him to impose the ban on allotment from his own quota,” the sources added.


It may be mentioned that the ban on allotment of government accommodation was lifted only a month ago.

Officials said there were about 1,000 people who had been illegally occupying government houses, quarters and flats. More than 800 of these illegal occupants are in Sector G-6 alone. Their number has been increasing, as none of the employees is ready to vacate their official residence after retirement. Sources said some politicians were also backing this occupation (qabza) mafia in order to get political mileage, creating hurdles in the way of smooth working of the estate office.


Sources said a committee headed by joint secretary housing and works with estate officer, joint estate officer as well as deputy secretary of the ministry as its members had been constituted to finalise the general waiting list. After finalisation, the list will be displayed on the website of the ministry. The federal minister for housing has directed the officials of the ministry to resolve the accommodation problems of the federal government employees, particularly the low-paid workers.


The new government after assuming power has planned to build one million low-cost houses, both for government employees and common people throughout the country on an emergency basis to meet the acute shortage of housing units.

(By Bakhtawar Mian, Dawn-2, 01/06/2008)

Tug of war over Darul Aman continues

The controversy over the possession of Darul Aman between the government’s Social Welfare Department (SWD) and Panah, a non-government organisation, continues to worsen as official sources have disclosed to The News that the misuse of Rs200 million, approved for the uplift of the shelter home, and the grabbing of four acres of land is the main reason for handing over the government institution to the NGO.

This is the first example of its kind that certain government officials designed a plan and then showed failure of state itself for the embezzlement of funds. Sources said that this has made history as it is not just the Darul Aman that is being handed over. In fact, a few other buildings of the SWD have also been handed over to private owners on a 30-year lease. In this connection, recently the Minister of Social Welfare cancelled the orders of the Governor House and vowed to get the Karachi Darul Aman back to use it properly. The sources said the minister is also waiting to receive reports about other properties of the department and will take action regarding the same later.


Sources claimed that the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Executive District Officer (EDO) designed a summary, saying “the government is unable to run the institution (Darul Aman), hence it should be handed over to the NGO (Panah).” Since then the NGO, which also runs its private shelter home in the city, is looking after the affairs of Darul Aman. These women are given refuge in government-run shelter homes for the period in which the court of law has to decide their fate. These women run away from their homes for various reasons — domestic violence, child marriages, unhappy and forced marriages, parental torture, court marriage-turned separation and Karo Kari (honour killings).


Some time courts take more time to make a decision about the future of these women. Till then, they are required to stay in the Darul Aman. Some women from tribal areas, who were kidnapped for tribal revenge, also take shelter in Darul Aman, as they do not want to go back to their family home where the tribal system cannot accept them.


The current figure received through sources reveals that in the Hyderabad Darul Aman, there are 13 women taking refuge, Larkana nine and Sukkur 17. The figures keep changing owing to the court decisions and settlements. However, ever since the NGO has taken on the responsibility, there isn’t a single woman living in the Karachi Darul Aman. Regarding some allegations of misusing the women there, the officials said that “when parents or other males are not allowed to meet the women in Darul Aman without prior permission from the concerned court, then how is it possible for any other man to enter? Actually, the concerned officials are involved in corruption. They force the inmates through matron who look after the shelter home for starting illicit relations with outsiders. It is all happening under official cover. It is government’s responsibility to take action against certain officials.”


Some women can compromise to ensure personal safety in the shelter home, as they are already frightened of their parents or spouses, who have declared them Kari and want to kill them. Thus they, said high-ups, avoid taking action against certain officials.

Official sources revealing the story of the Karachi Darul Aman said that once certain officials tried to convince a matron, Seema Nazli, to design reports, which prove that the government’s concerned department is incapable of running the Darul Aman. However, she rejected the offer. But then, a report appeared in the media that a girl, taking shelter in the Darul Aman, was kidnapped with the help of a watchman. Also, certain officials lodged a fake FIR against the matron (Nazli). The government then formed an inquiry team that, after thorough investigation, reported to the authorities that the “matron was innocent.” Sources said at that time, 15 to 30 women were taking shelter in the Karachi Darul Aman. 


The second reason for handing over the institution to the NGO is that the female victims always go to court. The judiciary then sends them to government-run shelter for protection. There is no culture in the society for taking protection in private shelter homes, because the victims need security, which private organisations cannot afford to provide. When the private shelter home does not have women, they receive victims through the Darul Aman and keep their own shelter home functional.


When The News tried to contact Aneela, Coordinator Panah, she was reported to be busy and was, thus, unavailable for comment. Upon calling repeatedly a woman answered who identified herself as a housekeeper of Panah, said that Aneela would be available for comments after four days.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 03/06/2008)

Say hello to the new house tax


KARACHI: The city council has approved a new tax on residential plots, houses and flats from Rs 70 per month to Rs 800 per month for solid waste collection.


The session was presided over by Convener Ahsan Siddiqui at Old KMC Building here on Monday. The House offered the Fateha for the Islamabad bomb blast victims.


Haq Parast members Mirza Sajid Baig and Moeenuddin Ahmed tabled the utility charges resolution.

The utility charges for ‘B’ category (industrial) have been approved as Rs 500 on 200 sq yds and Rs 1,000 would be collected on those covering 500 sq yds. The utility charges for ‘C’ category (indemnity plots) would Rs 500 for plots of 1,000 sq yds and Rs 2,000 for plots of more than 500 sq yds.


Soon after the session started, Siddiqui said that the Karachi Mass Transit Programme (KMTP) was of vital importance for the city. He invited the CDGK Mass Transit Cell EDO Zaheerul Islam to give a briefing but opposition leaders Saeed Ghani, Rafique Ahmed and Ramzan protested and starting shouting slogans. The session had to be suspended but resumed after fifteen minutes. However, opposition leaders again prevent Islam from giving the briefing. 


PPI adds: Opposition leader Saeed Ghani said on a point of order said that at the last session, the naib nazim had given a ruling that it was at the city nazim’s discretion to release funds for union councils or otherwise. He rejected the ruling, saying that the city nazim had no discretionary powers as according to Section 32 of the SLGO he was bound to release budget funds for all union councils.

He argued that the city nazim was not the ‘king’ of the city, and he had no powers to issue or block funds arbitrarily. The city nazim was bound to obey rules and laws. The city nazim could not announce any mega project without the approval of the city council. Ghani regretted that the city nazim was doing this without the approval of the city council but when he was asked to release UC funds, he said he had none. 


Parliamentary leader of the Al-Khidmat Panel Rafique Ahmed said that despite many pledges not a signal rupee had been sanctioned for opposition union councils since the last two budgets. He said they had staged protest demonstrations outside the Karachi Press Club, raised the issue in the City Council and used other platforms but all in vain.


Presiding Officer Ahsan Ahmed Siddiqui said the House should initiate discussions on public issues. He asked the members to end their discussion so that officials of the Karachi Mass Transit could give a briefing on the project.


Ramzan Awan of the Opposition said that he had served as an elected member of the House four times since 1983, but this was the first time that funds of the opposition union councils were stopped. He said that when Naimatullah Khan was the city nazim, he (Ramzan Awan) was in opposition but his funds were never stopped.


Arshed Qureshi of the treasury benches appreciated the performance of the present city government. He claimed the city nazim had resolved all problems via mega projects. 

Later, in a press conference at his chamber, opposition leader Saeed Ghani condemned the resolution on Public Utility Charges as a cruel burden on Karachi that was already badly affected by inflation and price hikes.


Regarding union council funds, he said that the city nazim had also recruited 6,000 party workers to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and they were being paid Rs 720 million per month in salaries, but he was reluctant to release union council funds.  The next session is scheduled for June 4 at 4:00 p.m.

(DailyTimes-B1, 03/06/2008)

Govt to allot plots to affected families

The Sindh government has decided to allot residential plots to the families of the October 18, 2007 bomb blast victims.

Officials said that Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah directed authorities concerned to earmark more than 150 plots to allot to families of the victims. Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari directed the Sindh government to allocate the plots for these victims and two government jobs for each victim’s family as a reward for the sacrifice for (late) PPP chairperson, Benazir Bhutto, as well as for democracy.

Officials said that the PPP leadership had already decided to recognise the sacrifice of those who were killed in the October 18 bomb blasts in Karachi in which 190 people were killed and the December 27 incident in which Benazir Bhutto and others were killed.


Zardari directed the federal government two weeks ago to provide the plots and jobs for the victims of December 27, 2007. Sources said that Zardari, who visited Karachi last week, directed Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani to implement the party policy and arrange the plots to allot the victims’ families. Zardari also directed Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah to provide two jobs to each victim’s family.


Officials said that the provincial administration had allocated 120-yard plots in the Malir Development Authority’s (MDA) Surjani Town area for the affected families and allotment orders would be given at a function expected to be organised by Zardari.


PPP insiders claimed that the list of the victims was provided to the authorities for the allotment of the plots. The families were also asked to provide the names for the government jobs.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-13, 04/06/2008)

Judgment in KPT land scam case deferred
KARACHI, June 4: An accountability court on Wednesday deferred till June 6 its judgment on an acquittal plea moved by the private parties nominated as accused along with some government officials in a land misappropriation case. The reference was filed by the National Accountability Bureau.


Judge Syed Aley Maqbool Rizvi of the Accountability Court-1, who had reserved his judgment in the previous proceedings, was to pronounce his verdict on Wednesday (June 4) but deferred it to due some technical reasons.


The court has already allowed an application under the National Reconciliation Order (NRO) and acquitted R. B. Rahoo, Khan Mohammad Qureshi, Ghulam Abbas Soomro and Ramesh M. Odashi since they were holders of public offices.


The private parties, Adam Khan Jokhio, Fazal Hussain Shah and others, had moved an acquittal application under Section 265-K of CrPC.The reference (No.8/07) said that the accused were involved in an illegal transfer and subsequent allotment of about 75 acres of land adjacent to Mai Kolachi Road to certain private parties. The records showed that the land belonged to the KPT and was meant for development. No payment against the land value was made to the KPT by the provincial government.


The reference stated that the piece of land was fraudulently sold out to some private parties at a throwaway price,

Former speaker of the Sindh Assembly Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah was also nominated in the FIR on the grounds that the illegal allotments had been effected by his approval. However, during the proceedings of the reference, he was found clear and the court acquitted him. The case was lodged in 1996.


Durrani visits courts

Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani visited the City Courts and met Karachi Bar Association leaders on Wednesday. He inquired about the problems being faced by lawyers.


Later, the minister directed KWSB to resolve the water and sewerage problem at the City Courts within a month. He also assured the lawyers that an inquiry would be held into the delay in the release of the annual grant for KBA library and that action would be taken against those responsible.

(Dawn-18, 05/06/2008)

Ministry seeks Rs10bn to launch housing projects for the poor
ISLAMABAD, June 5: The Ministry of Housing and Works has sought an additional allocation of Rs10 billion in the budget for launching different housing projects for low-income government employees and general public across the country.


The ministry plans to build about one million houses for government employees and poor people. Housing schemes will be initiated in separate phases. Some projects will be government-funded and others will be joint ventures of developers, bankers and the ministry.


Briefing newsmen on the projects at the inauguration of the Estate Office here on Thursday, federal minister for housing and works Haji Rehmatullah Kakar said that basic work for the projects had been completed.

He said that building one million houses was a massive task and separate requests had been made to four provinces to furnish their recommendations in this regard. He said a number of meetings had taken place in this regard, cabinet briefed and the Capital Development Authority taken into confidence about the projects.


In reply to a question, Housing Secretary Samiul Haq Khilji said there was a shortage of about 7.6 million housing units in the country and a number of projects would be launched under the Prime Minister�s Housing Programme.

These houses, quarters or flats would be provided on easy instalments, he said.


Estate officer Sher Afzal said that hundreds of former government employees had been illegally occupying government houses. These employees had either retired, gone abroad or died, but they or their families were not ready to vacate the government accommodation.

The estate officer said that more than 800 employees of the federal government, whose entitlement for government accommodation had expired long ago, were still occupying government accommodation in Sector G-6 in Islamabad despite rejection of their claims for ownership by the court.

He said a survey had been carried out and a plan prepared to end such illegal occupation. He said the former employees and their families had not been paying any rent, which was causing an annual loss of millions of rupees to the exchequer.

He said if any leniency was shown to the retired employees or their families, the number of such people would go on increasing, making it impossible for the estate office to get the possession of government houses or flats.


Replying to a question about ownership rights granted to such employees by former housing minister Safwanullah in Karachi, Mr Kakar said those �eligibility certificates� did not entitle the occupants to sell the government property they were occupying.

(By Bakhtawar Mian, Dawn-16, 06/06/2008)

Real estate perspective

A TWO per cent capital value tax (CVT) was imposed by the previous government on real estate transactions in proportion to the value of land as per registered sale deeds. The tax was imposed on all urban immovable properties, measuring at least 500 square yards or one kanal, on residential properties and on commercial properties at Rs50 per square yard.


After this imposition, the real estate market took a nosedive, and $500 million was transferred from Pakistan via official and unofficial channels for purchasing properties in Dubai and Ajman.

Members of the Association of Builders and Developers (ABAD) are busy developing and selling building projects in the UAE to earn maximum profits. All under-construction highrise building projects in Pakistan have been either abandoned or construction of these has been delayed.


The bottomline is: property buyers are neither interested in purchasing properties in Pakistan, nor are the builders interested in completing their leftover projects. It seems that there is no end to it and the current political scenario has further aggravated the situation.


There are talks in the market that the government is either going to increase the percentage of CVT or will impose capital gain tax in addition to the CVT on property transactions during the fiscal year 2008-2009. This will be suicidal in terms of earning revenue from the real estate sector.


The government should take concrete steps to stop the flight of capital from Pakistan and for that it should make real estate more attractive � like Dubai where no taxes are imposed on the real estate � so that investors, local as well as foreign, instead of buying properties abroad should purchase properties in Pakistan.


With the budget announcement due on June 10, the government should abolish charging two per cent CVT on property transactions or reduce it to one per cent. Simultaneously, it should increase collectorate rates by 10 to 20 per cent to compensate for the CVT reduction.


Three per cent stamp duty should be reduced to two per cent and one per cent registration fee should be kept as it is. Prices of properties should come down as it has reached such a point that it has not only become unaffordable for middle class people but even the upper middle class cannot afford to buy properties.


Abolition of CVT, increase in collectorate rates and decreasing stamp duty will increase the volume of property transactions in the country, and property buyers instead of investing abroad will invest in the country. This will give the much needed boost to the real estate industry and will also increase the revenue collection of the government, both central and provincial.


The loss of revenue from the collectorate rates, stamp duty and registration charges can be recovered by issuing licences to real estate agency owners and real estate brokers.


A flat rate of Rs200,000 for three years should be charged for issuing licences to “A” class estate agency owners and Rs100,000 to the “B” class ones. This will bring more estate agencies in the tax net.

Also, a flat rate of Rs6,000 per annum should be charged for issuing licences to all real estate brokers working in any estate agency. This will legitimise real estate brokerage business, as collecting income tax from estate agency owners and real estate brokers cannot legitimise the real estate business automatically.

SYED A. MATEEN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 06/06/2008)

Pashtuns are plotting to take over Karachi, Kamal tells NPR


KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal considers ethnic Pushtun a “threat” to Karachi and believes that they are plotting to take over the city. These opinions came to light in an interview with National Public Radio’s Morning Edition host Steve Inskeep who is in Karachi for their ‘Urban Frontier’ series. Daily Times reproduces the story, ‘Karachi’s Growth Fuels Demand for Illegal Housing’:


Karachi is one of the world’s most populous cities and getting more crowded all the time. New neighborhoods are being built as quickly as people can pour the concrete. 

Near the farthest reaches of the Pakistani city, a cement mixer hums and spins in a dusty lot. A workman drops some of the concrete into a wheelbarrow. He then dumps that load into a metal frame and pulls down a handle. A steel mold stamps out eight concrete blocks for one more Karachi home.


Many of these neighborhoods are built illegally on vacant land. Millions of people find homes this way. They generate an entire off-the-books economy.

A few houses are under construction on this barren patch of desert. An Urdu-language banner advertises a model home for the equivalent of $5,000. A look inside one of the houses reveals a two-bedroom home with a tile-floor washroom.


Before long, hundreds of houses likely will squeeze onto this dusty parcel of land in the desert. They’re built of a few simple materials, most of which can be purchased from a single dealer nearby. 

You could think of it as a sort of extralegal Home Depot. What it’s called locally is a “thalla,” and the boss is called the “thallawalla.”


The boss of this thalla is named Wahab Khan, and he was dropping off a truckload of concrete blocks from his store.

Khan is a newcomer to Karachi. He hails from northern Pakistan, in the tribal areas near the border. Half his family still lives there.


Two years ago, he joined the other half of the family as they moved to the city. Now, he rents a tiny patch of dirt by the road, where he has set up a cement mixer.


Khan’s employees are rural men who came to Karachi just a few months ago. They live under a little thatch roof a few feet from the cement mixer. The concrete blocks cost the equivalent of 14 cents each. A bag of mortar costs about $4.

Throw in some concrete roofing material, hire some workers for about $3 a day, and you’re on your way to building and selling a house.


Because most locals have no money saved, everything is sold on credit. The electricity, at least, is free. Khan demonstrates how nearby power lines are tapped and how those taps are temporarily removed when government officials visit. When asked about the danger of using hooks to tap into the lines illegally, he says, “What can we do? We have no choice.” 


Because the whole system is outside the law, builders here say they also have no choice in another matter. They say that police, who have a way of dropping by, will threaten to tear down an illegal house unless they’re paid a few dollars. 

Occasionally, a whole construction crew will be thrown in jail. It takes a couple hundred dollars to get them out.


The provincial police chief, Inspector-General Muhammad Shoaib Suddle, was not surprised to hear the claims that his men take protection money. “Of course we all understand that without protection, these things cannot prosper,” he says. 

The inspector-general says he recently suspended three mid-level officers for their alleged involvement in land deals. It’s widely assumed that corrupt officials play a role in most of these deals. 


The illegal housing system in Karachi has its defenders. A leading urban planner says millions of poor people who otherwise might be homeless find shelter this way. 


Still, the new settlements have caused some anxiety. Many of Karachi’s new arrivals have come from the north — from the area bordering Afghanistan, a region that supports the Taliban. 


Karachi’s mayor, Syed Mustafa Kamal, considers these ethnic Pashtuns a threat. In his eyes, they are plotting to take over the city. “These Pashtuns means like fundamentalist — religiously fundamentalist, religiously extremist,” Kamal says. “They are coming in. When it comes to ethnicity, when it comes to Islam they all are ... the same.”


The mayor gives a tour of the area, driving past squatter neighborhoods and Islamic schools. He passes the area where the journalist Daniel Pearl was found slain. And he points out the window at a bearded man.

“The man who’s coming in front of you ... look at him, look at his face,” Kamal says.


The mayor says he is convinced that Pashtuns are planning the locations of the illegal housing settlements. He says they are choosing strategic spots that block his own plans for the city. 

“It’s a very strategic location, you see?” Kamal asks. “The superhighway is there. They can control the whole highway. ... They had a master plan before me. And they definitely have a master plan.”

Speaking with several residents of the city’s new settlements, it’s clear that not all are Pashtuns. And they seemed to have no master plan beyond their next meal. Two of the first residents in the desert neighborhood were outside on their knees cutting firewood. They hacked it out of scraggly bushes they’d found.


Shinaz Begum and Razia Begum live side by side with their families. Between them, they have 16 children, none of whom goes to school. 


Their husbands are a fisherman and a fruit-drink vendor. Both women work cleaning houses, and they each earn about 2,500 Pakistani rupees per month, equivalent to $37. The monthly installment on each of their houses is 2,000 rupees, or just under $30. Look at our children’s faces, they say. Don’t you think they’re underfed?

Even so, the women say their precarious existence on this sandy lot in Karachi is better than their past circumstances.

(DailyTimes-B1, 06/06/2008)

Heritage church uplift left to a shrinking community

The 140-year-old St Paul’s Church in Manora is in its final stages of renovation with money raised privately as relevant government departments have turned away from any help. Credit for this goes to the local Christian community despite the fact that their numbers are dwindling. It is an irony that Manora Island’s rich diversity can be seen from the places of worship of different communities that are settled here, the government remains oblivious to many of them.


The renovation process, it has been learnt, had to be completed in two phases due to financial constraints as the community was not offered any financial help from the relevant government department or the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) – in whose jurisdiction the church lies. 

The church, built in 1865 in a simple, yet traditional manner with a high cathedral like roof and a small assembly hall, is situated right across the tallest lighthouse of Pakistan, which is maintained by the KPT. The church caters to approximately 25 to 30 families in Manora. The majority of the old Christian inhabitants migrated from the island to different urban areas in Karachi due to various reasons. “We are trying to restore the exterior to its original form, but it is difficult since the building is quite old and the kind of bricks used then are not available today,” said a worker at the church while talking to The News. Most of the original work has been completely cemented over, however, the old wooden trusses inside are still intact.


The irony of this renovation process is that while the KPT has turned the lighthouse into a private entertainment area where lawns are maintained in immaculate condition thanks to round the clock watering, there is little water available for renovation purposes of the church. But this has not deterred the community. “We want to preserve this church because it is also a heritage site but we do not have enough finances so we’re doing the best we can with the little money we have,” Rev. Saleem Dawood, who offers services at the church every Sunday, said. “Since there are not many families here and not many from the Christian community on the other end are willing to cross the island for their weekly service, this church has been neglected.” Father Dawood further informed that the renovation work resumed four months back after it remained pending for a year due to lack of finances. The community had to appeal to the Protestant Bishop of Karachi Diocese, Bishop Sadiq Daniel – who then undertook the project. 

On contacting Chief Engineer KPT, Nawaz Khan, rejected the allegation that the KPT did not offer any assistance. “Had the minority leader approached the KPT Chairman, we would have helped.” 


Khan further said that he was aware of the renovation process and that he has sent a requisition for Mangalore Tiles to be used for construction. “I will also ensure that the renovation process is expedited,” he added. Most of the Christians, say area residents, had been employed in the KPT – a majority of whom were Protestants – but a large portion migrated to mainland Karachi after accepting the lucrative benefits offered by the KPT in the (voluntary) Golden Handshake Scheme to over 5,000 of its employees in 2004. 


Manora Island is approximately 15 to 20 minutes away from mainland Karachi by a boat. It also comprises worship places of Sikh and Hindus as well. The Shri Varun Dev Mandir and the Manora Gurdwara are two of the other worship places that have also failed to attract attention of the responsible ministry for their upkeep.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-20, 07/06/2008)

‘New Karachi’ proposed for old Sindhis
KARACHI, June 7: Former chief justice of the Sindh High Court Wajihuddin Ahmed has suggested that a new Karachi be built near Port Qasim for the settlement of old Sindhis and those Hindus who had migrated to India after partition and wanted to return to their native land.


The retired judge made this suggestion during a presentation at a provincial autonomy seminar held here on Saturday. His idea received a big applause from the audience. He said this new Karachi should be a replica of old Karachi having the same Express Market, Boulton Market and Merewether Tower and other historical structures.


Discussing the issue of provincial autonomy, Justice Wajihuddin Ahmed, who retired as a Supreme Court judge, agreed with other speakers that the issue was very important as it was linked to the survival of the country, saying that the sooner the issue was resolved the better for the nation.

He said three states had faced serious crises and disintegrated during the 20th century because they had failed to address this issue. These states were Pakistan, the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.


However, he regretted that some politicians had used the issue as a bargaining chip to promote their personal agenda. He said the people of Sindh and Balochistan had suffered a lot due to the denial of their rights. While the Baloch had been victims of their own chieftains, Sindhis had suffered injustices at the hands of their feudal lords.


Tracing the political history of Pakistan, Mr Ahmed said Pakistan had been converted into a police state instead of being made a welfare state. He observed that provincial autonomy could better protect interests of the two majority provinces -- Punjab and the NWFP -- rather than the minority provinces -- Sindh and Balochistan -- provided they understood the problem with an open mind. He said autonomy did not create divisions within the state, rather it made it more cohesive. In this regard, he gave the instances of India, the United States and the United Kingdom.


The retired judge described the demands of the Baloch as just, saying that it was their legitimate right to demand control over their own resources and their apprehensions regarding Gwadar were correct.

He said India had granted a special status to Indian-held Kashmir, wherein the right of vote and to buy property were not granted to people of other parts of Indian union under a special arrangement between the state government and the Indian Union. He also argued that the Balochistan issue could also be solved on the basis of this arrangement.


The first session of the seminar, which was presided over by Syed Jalal Mehmood Shah, was addressed by Hameed A.. Haroon, Comrade Ram Chand , Ghulam Shah, former MNA Syed Qurban Ali Shah, Idrees Rajput, trade union leader Karamat Butt, Abrar Qazi and others


Earlier, speakers mostly accused successive rulers of the country of trampling the rule of the constitution, democracy and subjugating the smaller units of the country which they argued once had sovereign rights.

They maintained that the rulers had violated all constitutional accords, including the 1940 Resolution and the 1973 Constitution, thereby depriving the smaller provinces of their resources.


Analysing the autonomy issue in the historical respective, Hameed Haroon argued that once the issue was linked to the protection of rights of the minorities, but now after the creation of Pakistan, it was a multi-faceted one that needed to be re-examined. He said it could not be merely solved by revising the concurrent list, but needed to be looked into in a broader prospective and scientific ways.

He said the situation could not be changed unless decision-making powers were transferred to the provinces, thereby empowering each federating unit to protect the rights of its citizens.


Mr Haroon stressed the need for effective autonomy, empowering the people and protecting rights of individuals and this could not be achieved without an effective participatory role of the people.

He deplored that no contribution had been made to the protection and promotion of Sindhi culture and language for the last 30 years. On the other hand, he recalled, it were the Hindus who had struggled for the separation of Sindh from the Bombay presidency. He called for a wider debate to discuss all aspects of the autonomy issue.


Sabihuddin Ghausi, former president of the Karachi Press Club, criticised the military rulers for “ruining the country” and called for ending the military’s interference in the country’s politics. He said we could not democratise the country unless we end the military rule. He also condemned the military operation in Balochistan.


Trade union leader Karamat Butt stressed the need for democratising society by decentralising state institutions and delegating more powers to the provinces and recognising multi-national character of the state of Pakistan.

He said the autonomy issue had always been the focal point in Pakistan politics. He criticised the successive rulers of the country for depriving the people of their rights and concentrating more and powers into their own hands.


Idrees Rajput stressed the need for the implementation of water accord signed by the Nawaz government.


Syed Qurban Ali Shah, Comrade Ram Chand, Ghulam Shah and other speakers also called for solving the issue of provincial autonomy.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-17, 08/06/2008)

Sindh govt overlooks policy on favouritism; brings back MD MDA

The Sindh Government has reversed its policy decision for a Grade-19 officer and reappointed the bureaucrat as the Managing Director of the Malir Development Authority (MDA) - a very attractive and lucrative post for which a number of officers were vying.


Sources disclosing this told The News that the reappointment of Amirzada Kohati as Managing Director (MD), MDA, would help mitigate the differences between City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani.


Sources said that the re-employment of Kohati as MD, MDA, marked a ceasefire between the city Nazim and Sindh Local Government Minister. Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad played an important role in bringing both the Nazim and the minister to a compromise on the issue.


Sources said that the Secretary, Local Government, Fazalur Rehman, also played an important role and created a provision for the reappointment of Kohati through a summary to the Sindh chief minister. Insiders claimed that the recommendation of the Local Government Department was very interesting and the department pointed out that the land of the Malir Development Authority was very costly with most of it being occupied by the land mafia. Kohati is the only “Tarzan” who not only can wrest this land from the land mafia but is also capable of saving it. Sources said that Kohati was removed from the service on May 20 and Agha Masood was appointed to this post. However, Kohati refused to hand over charge and continued to cling on to the office till his re-appointment. 


Later, Durrani posted Agha Masood as MD, Lyari Development Authority. The minister had earlier replaced the chief of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and MD, Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) despite the resistance of the city Nazim and refused to withdraw his order.


Insiders said that, in addition to the Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad arranging many meetings between the city Nazim and LG Minister, Sindh Home Minister Zulfiqar Mirza was also asked to help diffuse this crisis, until finally the issue was referred to the PPP Co-Chairman. 


This issue was also discussed at a meeting between the Sindh governor and Asif Zardari and later the LG Minister was directed to settle the matter amicably as the party had promised the MQM leadership that it would accommodate them in the government. 

Sources said the chief of the KBCA also played an important role in getting the minister to patch things up with his friend Kohati. They said that the Services and General Administration (SGAD) was also bypassed in this case and the minister personally carried the file for the signatures of the Chief Secretary and Chief Minister.

Sources said the chief minister allowed the reappointment of Kohati with the remarks, “temporarily”. Insiders said that the SGAD issued the notification of the re-appointment but referred the CM’s order to the Law Department for comments as the authorities were confused with the CM’s temporary instructions.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-13, 10/06/2008)

Govt orders probe into Rs31bn land scam
KARACHI, June 10: The Sindh government has ordered investigations into all illegal allotments of land made during the last five years across the province, including Karachi.


Inquiries will be conducted through the Enquiries and Anti-Corruption Establishment (EACE) which, during the last three years, has unearthed alleged plunder of 2,500 acres of government land worth Rs31 billion besides a land scam of Rs330 million in the New Sabzi Mandi on the Super Highway.


All cases pending for inquiries with the EACE for the last two decades would be decided within three months.


The directives for the inquiries were issued by the adviser to the chief minister for EACE, Gul Mohammad Laat, during a presentation of the department by its chairman Faheem Mughal on Tuesday.


Mr Laat pledged to streamline the inquiries procedure so that cases registered against government functionaries could be processed swiftly, which would help eliminate corruption.

Besides, he said, the government is also considering increasing salaries, allowances and rewards for the staff of the EACE on the pattern of the motorway police to attract honest and dedicated officers. 

He deplored that cases against officials had been pending for the last 20 years, and in many cases officials against whom inquiries were pending had retired. It was also pointed out that a Rs150 million wheat scam in the agriculture department resulted in creating an artificial shortage of wheat in the province.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-17, 11/06/2008)

Sindh govt to build one million houses every year

KARACHI, June 10: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has said that the government is finalising a plan to provide shelter to homeless people.


Chairing a high-level meeting held to review the Sindh housing programme at the Chief Minister’s House, he said the federal government had announced that some one million houses would be constructed every year for homeless people in the country. He said that the provincial government chalked out a strategy to implement this programme on a permanent basis. In this regard, he said, a proposal for the establishment of the Sindh Housing Authority was under consideration. The authority would implement the prime minister’s programme for the homeless.


He said that hundreds of thousands people were homeless in the province and informed the meeting that every year one hundred thousand houses would be built and given to the destitute people in Sindh.

He recalled the housing schemes introduced in Landhi-Korangi in the 60s and KDA schemes in the 70s and said the present government would construct low-cost houses in Keti Bandar and Kharo Chhaan areas as a model project that would be replicated in other towns at a later stage.


The chief minister said that a transparent system would be adopted to prepare the lists of homeless people and ensure that the allottees did not sell off the houses. The chief minister, meanwhile, announced that over 225,000 acres would be distributed soon among landless farmers, preferably to the female peasants, under land grant policy of the government.


While chairing a meeting to review the ban imposed on grant of state land among haris in accordance with land grant policies and statement of conditions, held at the Chief Minister’s House on Monday, he hinted at the launch of such programme by PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari in the third week of July.


Under the proposed policy, he said, besides the allotment of land, incentives like seeds, pesticides, land levelling, watercourses and micro-credit facilities would also be provided to farmers. He said that 13,300 families or over 100,000 persons would benefit under the land distribution programme.


Earlier, Mohammad Siddique Memon, a member of the revenue board’s land utilisation department, briefed the meeting about priority and procedure of allotment of land to peasants. He said all allotments would be made in public meetings. He further said micro-credit facilities would be provided for the development of land together with provision of seeds, pesticides, tillage, levelling, watercourses, while funding for tube-wells to the group of farmers having contiguous land above 100 acres.


It was informed that a provincial coordination/monitoring committee, to be headed by the provincial revenue minister, would be formed. Senior member of the BoR would be the convener, while land utilisation secretary would act as committee’s secretary. An MNA, two MPAs, provincial secretaries for irrigation and power, agriculture, representatives of Zarai Taraqiati Bank Ltd and the EDOs (revenue) of respective district would be members of the committee.


Besides, district coordination/monitoring committees will be formed, headed by the DCO who would act as convener, while one MNA and two MPAs, EDO (revenue), EDO (agriculture), XEN irrigation concerned, will be the members.

The meeting was attended by Sindh Revenue Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, chief secretary Fazlur Rehman, senior member of the revenue board Anwar Haider, additional chief secretary (planning and development) Nazar Hussain Mahar, secretary finance Ghulam Ali Pasha and others.

(Dawn-18, 11/06/2008)

Fire breaks out at Regal Trade Square

A fire broke out on the eighth floor of Regal Trade Square at Regal Chowk. There was no loss of human life.

The fire broke out in two rooms of Karsaz (Private) Limited offices situated on the eighth floor of the building at around 6:30 pm due, probably, to short-circuiting. Fire officials were immediately called in and eight fire engines and one snorkel reached the scene after 30 to 45 minutes. The fire operation started around 7.30 p.m.


Chief Fire officer Syed Ehtishamuddin said that they were able to contain and put out the fire in a short time, preventing mass damage.


Apart from the relatively small financial loss, greater loss was prevented by some fortuitous fire safety equipment in the rooms and quick action of the fire department.

(The News-13, 11/06/2008)

Fire at RTC office


KARACHI: A fire broke out on an eighth floor office of Regal Trade Center (RTC) within the jurisdiction of Preedy police station.


The fire was reported from Mr. Kamran’s import and export office, said DSP Malik Mazhar Hussain. Around 7:20 p.m. a short circuit started the fire that eventually engulfed the entire office. “Initially the staff tried to put out the fire but then they informed the fire brigade,” the DSP added. 


Approximately 25 offices are situated on the floor. “The fire fighters immediately started rescue work and took the situation under control, saving the other offices from destruction,” said Waqar, a spokesman. Staff from other offices immediately evacuated and the fire took an hour and a half to put out. Nobody was hurt.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/06/2008)

Attempts to sell church land flayed

KARACHI, June 13: Speakers at a demonstration organized by the Church of Pakistan, Diocese of Karachi, at the Press Club on Friday said that neither had any church property been sold nor would this be allowed.

The diocese’s vice-chairman Rev Emanuel Victor said that some ‘irrelevant’ people had been making efforts to sell the land of the St Andrew’s Church in Saddar to certain builders.


Pakistan People’s Party minority wing leader Anwer Laldin said that an inquiry should be instituted against a former administrator of the YMCA to investigate how and why she had written letters to builders in connection with selling off YMCA properties.


The speakers demanded stern action be taken against all such people who were spreading baseless accusations against the church officials, which was creating unrest among the community members.

They also demanded that action be taken against the people who had encroached upon church property.

(Dawn-18, 14/06/2008)

Low-cost housing scheme to face hurdles in Sindh

The proposed low-cost housing scheme for the poor announced by the federal cabinet on March 31 for one million houses to be constructed all over the country will face a serious controversy when the revenue departments of the country will create hurdles in transferring the ownership of land to the different towns in the country.


The Sindh towns have identified different lands to construct the houses, however they do not have the land in their possession due to which the low cost housing scheme will face serious hurdles, officials in the local government department informed The News on Friday.


Officials said that the areas allocated or identified in the outskirts of Karachi included Halqani Town, Deh Bund Murad, DehMiano, Khuda kee Basti, and the land in the Lyari rehabilitation Resettlement area. On the other hand, these towns do not possess the land and have to request the Sindh board of revenue to transfer the land so that they can announce a low-cost housing scheme.


The government has asked the towns that a scheme should only be announced in those areas where there are infrastructure and other civic facilities so that the cost of construction can be reduced.

Officials further stated that the government would try to give this facility to those people who could afford a minimum rent of Rs5000 or 10,000. They concluded by saying that a joint survey would be carried out by the towns and the board of revenue for the transfer of lands.

(The News-14, 14/06/2008)

All katchi abadis to be regularised

KARACHI, June 14: Sindh Minister for Katchi Abadis Rafiq Engineer has said that all katchi abadis and old villages in Karachi will be regularised.


Talking to media people at the Bilawal House on Saturday, he said work had been started on a plan to regularise 100 katchi abadis in Sindh on the directive of PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari. The minister said that about 100,000 houses would be constructed in different parts of Sindh under the prime minister’s scheme of low-cost housing.

(Dawn-18, 15/06/2008)

Plan to build houses for govt employees being finalised, NA told
ISLAMABAD, June 14: The National Assembly was on Saturday informed that the plan to construct one million housing units for federal government employees was being fine-tuned.


Minister for Housing and Works Rehmatullah Kakar told the house that the Pakistan Housing Authority was planning to provide flats or houses to the federal government employees from BPS-1 to 17 on retirement.

He said land measuring 15.6, 8.9 and 6.9 acres had been acquired in I-16/3, G-11/4 and G-10/2, respectively. He said 234 acres had also been identified in Kuri area of Zone-IV, but the Islamabad Capital Territory Zoning Regulations 1992 prohibited its utilisation for residential purposes. He said a summary had been made to the Cabinet Division seeking cabinet’s approval for relaxing the rules. He said schemes would be launched for construction of one million housing units each year for citizens and government employees. Five marla scheme for homeless citizens in the rural areas would also be initiated, where government land is available.


Answering a question, Mr Kakar conceded that the outer walls of block 1 to 21 category-IV quarters in I-9/4 could not be whitewashed for the last ten years due to paucity of funds. He, however, said the flats in all these blocks had been painted internally. He said the outer walls would be painted on their turn during 2008-09 on availability of funds.

He said it was a fact that some allottees of D type quarters in F-6/1 had made encroachment by constructing additional rooms in the courtyard. He said notices had been issued to such allotees to demolish the encroached structures, otherwise the allotment would be cancelled.


The house was informed that the project for upgradation and strengthening of Quaid-i-Azam University would be completed in May 2011. He said Rs50 million were allocated for the project in 2007-08.


Academic blocks will be constructed with a covered area of 75,200 square feet. Two hostels for 424 students will be provided, while 21 residences for university staff will be constructed. Provision of sewage disposal and 1 KVA underground feeder will also be made under the project.


The house was told that various steps had been taken to enhance literacy rate at the primary level in the federal government schools. All the children between the age group 5-6 are given admission in class-1. He said 34 federal government junior model schools had been redesignated as Islamabad model schools in the first phase in order to bring them to the level of Islamabad model colleges. Qualified English teachers have been appointed in the primary level schools of Islamabad.


Federal Directorate of Education has introduced centralised annual examination for Class-V and VII. Most of the schools have been converted into English medium in order to meet the modern day requirements. Mathematics Olympiad is being held annually in the schools to help the students understand concepts of mathematics through various activities.


The education minister said free textbooks were being provided to the students up to class X. He said well-structured in-service teachers’ training setup was in place to impart training to all the teachers of FG schools and colleges.


The house was informed that at present there were 288 faculty teachers in the federal government universities who have obtained PhD degrees from foreign institutions. Responding to a question about the procedure for verification of the degrees, he said all universities usually internally scrutinised original degrees and certificates at the time of appointment as faculty member. It is only in case of doubt that the foreign degree awarding university is contacted for the purpose.

The house was told that the present number of primary, middle and higher secondary schools for boys and girls in Islamabad was 382. This included 209 primary schools, 53 middle and 120 higher secondary schools. The number of schools for boys is 152 while that of girls schools 230.


There are only 10 FG schools where transport facility is available to for the students. None of the principals of FG schools is provided with official transport. He said no seats had been allocated for the students belonging to minorities for admission in the federal government educational institutions.

(Dawn-2, 15/06/2008)

Land degradation the emerging challenge for Pakistan

It is unfortunate that today, when the ‘World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought’ is being celebrated with appropriate gusto, our authorities have not yet figured out how to save our natural resources for future generations. The country’s population is increasing and resources are depleting fast. In this situation, the question arises as to how these resources can be speedily salvaged. 


With this year’s theme being ‘Combating land degradation for a sustainable agriculture’, the country parties and international and non-governmental organisations are invited to organise events to celebrate this day as an additional opportunity to increase awareness and participation in the implementation process.


However, Pakistan is facing numerous environmental threats that are affecting its economic future. Amongst them, land degradation emerges as the worst warning. The entire state forest cover has been destroyed by vested interest of the officials and political influential. Pakistan had a total forest area of about 12 million hectares. Out of that, the total forest, scrub and planted trees was spread on 4.2 million hectares; natural and modified coniferous scrub, river rain and mangrove forests spaced 3.5 million hectares; tall tree forests encompass 2.4 million hectares, while scrub forest exist on 1.1 million hectares, and plantations occupy 0.7 million hectares. However, environmentalists say that the major areas of the state forests have already been cleaned for cultivation purposes.


Nara Valley – once rich in forestry, providing natural beauty and contributing to livestock economy – has now apparently turned into an uninhabited tract. The changing approach of the community is contributing further in destroying this natural beauty around their localities. Another example is of Achhro Thar, known as the White Desert in Sindh. Its people have a long history of preserving trees in their neighbourhoods since it is a major source of fodder for their livestock. But new reports say that the ignorant community is now cutting trees widely, cleaning groves and selling wood in the local market to earn a living.


Meanwhile, acute shortage of water in the country has already contributed a lot in the increase of desertification and drought, especially in Sindh. However, scarcity of rains, dryness and increasing salinity are the other assumed causes compelling the local community to destroy their natural resources. Not only Achhro Thar, but entire forests located on both sides of the River Indus are being cleaned for the sake of cultivation. All this is happening in the violation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), of which Pakistan is a signatory. It seems that the concerned government departments are unaware of the UNCCD and its stipulations.

Local environmentalists call this trend disappointing, saying these people are not only destroying their natural source of fodder but are making themselves vulnerable in the process. Poverty may be the main cause, compelling the community to change their approach. “Instead of preserving trees they are cleaning the groves around them,” said Amar Leghari, a local environmentalist. 


In Pakistan, land degradation mainly encompasses deforestation and desertification, salinity and soil erosion, water logging, depletion of soil fertility and negative nutrient balances. Environmentalists have warned that the next 20 to 50 years are crucial for the world because speedy development is causing carbon emissions, rising sea levels, melting glaciers and increasing desertification.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 17/06/2008)

Tessori arrested in land scam

Kamran Tessori, the main accused in a land fraud during the tenure of former chief minister Arbab Rahim’s government, has been arrested. He was picked up from the house of a former diplomat close to an important personality in Islamabad.

Sindh Home Minister Dr Zulfiqar Mirza confirmed the arrest of the jeweller and his alleged involvement in land fraud, land-grabbing and other forms of corruption with the backing of the ex-chief minister of the Q-League government.

Dr Mirza said that investigation had been initiated against the former chief minister and his front man who acquired land worth billions of rupees at a throwaway price and sold it in open market, thus causing financial losses to the Sindh government. He said Rahim allotted prime land in various areas in Karachi, as well as in Thatta, and had allotted the Chowkundi graveyard land for commercial purpose. The former chief minister was allotted this land for only Rs270million while the price of this land in the open market was Rs2billion. This land was allotted on August 20, 2007, for the construction of low-cost housing while the then chief secretary and adviser to the CM on Finance opposed the allotment and described it as illegal.


The CDGK EDO Finance also refused to provide the land but the ex-chief minister pressured him and directed to create the land and allot it to the father of Kamran Tessori.The ex-CM also allotted land in Deh Safoora at the rate of Rs5 million per acre while the actual price of this land was Rs20million per acre. The accused later sold it at the market price. 

The former chief minister transferred three chief secretaries who refused to allot 80 acres in the Chowkundi graveyard at the rate of Rs2.5million per acre for industrial purposes.The accused migrated after the government of Arbab Rahim came to an end and established a hotel business in a Middle Eastern country. He returned a few days ago and was trying to patch up with the present regime through mutual friends. The former chief minister has, meanwhile, left the country and is living in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

(The News-13, 17/06/2008)

Historic development

THE government deserves full credit for submitting to parliament for the first time in 40 years a more detailed expenditure proposal for the next fiscal year than the usual one-liner that went under the head of defence spending previously. And by agreeing to divulge the details willingly, the top leadership of the armed forces has recouped some of the national trust it had lost over the years for being unduly secretive about its annual budgets. No one is suggesting that putting all your defence cards face up on the table is in the national interest. But keeping from your parliament what is public knowledge the world over is neither a healthy democratic practice nor an economically prudent norm. Moreover, the practice raises suspicion about one’s intentions.


However, even the two-page submission for the next year gives only cursory information about what is to be spent on the tail. There is no information here about the teeth. And talking about the tail, who does not know that the pension part of the armed forces’ budget is being consistently passed off as civil expenditure since the mid-1980s? It is also a well-known fact that the one-liners never included foreign military aid, expenditure on missile programmes and procurements using foreign credit. Moreover, the income generated by the armed forces’ diverse business interests, which alone accounts for at least three per cent of GDP estimated by a rule of thumb and is almost equivalent to the entire annual budget for the tail in recent years, was never made part of the defence budget.


The secrecy that shrouded our ‘basement’ bomb was understandable and nobody had any idea about what we had (until we ourselves went public in May 1998) because it was entirely an indigenous effort. But then for conventional arms we are crucially dependent on foreign suppliers and foreign donors and the two are not obliged not to make public our purchases. Just the other day, the Defence and Security Organisation of the UK disclosed that over the last five years Pakistan had purchased arms worth $6bn. From US public announcements we have learnt much about the weapons, fighter aircraft and other defence equipment it has sold to Pakistan under the $1.5bn five-year military assistance programme concluded in 2003. It is these defence deals that need to be debated by parliament to see if what we are purchasing is what we really need and at the right prices. No matter who is paying for these deals at the moment, the final burden of these purchases would have to be borne by the nation and it has all the right to know the details before deals are done.

(Dawn-7, 20/06/2008)

Rangers’ claim to housing society land questioned
KARACHI, June 20: An inspection report commissioned by the Sindh High Court confirmed on Friday that the five acres of land claimed by the Pakistan Rangers for their housing colony at Deh Okewari, Tapu Sangal, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, District East, Karachi, formed part of the 79.20 acres allotted by the provincial government to Kolachi Co-Operative Housing Society in 1996.

The court nazir submitted a detailed report, saying that confusion was created by an official letter leasing out a piece of land to the Rangers for ‘operational purposes’ without transferring its ownership for any other purpose.

There was some overlapping and part of the Kolachi land was apparently also leased out to the Rangers. But the Rangers were raising construction on the disputed site and a Rangers official took exception to a lawyers’ presence when the nazir visited the site in pursuance of a court order.


The high court made it clear by an interim order that the Rangers would be raising any construction at their own risk as the fate of the disputed land was still to be adjudicated. Illegal structures would be demolished at the cost of the respondent, the court order said.


According to revenue officials questioned by the nazir, there was no entry in favour of the Rangers in the record of rights in respect of the land.


According to the report, the allotment of land to the Kolachi Housing Society was cancelled under an ordinance issued in 2001 for having been leased out at below the market rates. The society paid Rs400 million by way of price differential to have its allotment regularized.


Directing the provincial land utilization department to clarify the status of the disputed land, a division bench comprising Justices Mrs Yasmin Abbasy and Ghulam Dastgir A. Shahani adjourned further hearing to July 7. Deputy Attorney-General Badar Alam and Additional Advocate-General Sarwar Khan appeared for the respondent federal and provincial governments and Advocate Masroor Ahmad Alvi for the petitioner.


The bench, meanwhile, issued a notice to the Karachi Building Control Authority in a petition moved by the Sindh Muslim Housing Society against construction of a commercial complex on plot number 55 of its block ‘A’ in violation of the building rules and the society’s own by-laws. Respondent owner Jibran Atiq said in his comments that the conversion of the plot from residential to commercial was approved by the KBCA. Issuing a notice to the authority, the bench adjourned further hearing to a date in office.


Surety refund allowed

Another division bench consisting of Justices Rana M. Shamim and Ghulam Dastgir A. Shahani allowed refund of surety amount deposited for release on bail of Syed Asim Raza Shah, son-in-law of the late chief minister Syed Abdullah Shah. A bank executive involved in an accountability case, Asim died of cancer recently. He was enlarged on bail by the high court against a surety of Rs500,000 and a personal bond in the like amount.


The bench also restrained the National Accountability Bureau from arresting Ghulam Qadir Panhwar, former district revenue officer, Thatta, directing him to join the investigations. Mr Panhwar is required by the NAB for allegedly unlawfully allotting 550 acres of state land to his relatives in ‘benami’ transactions.

A former sub-registrar of properties, Abdul Baqi Meher, was, meanwhile, allowed to proceed abroad to meet members of his family in London. He is on bail in an accountability case.


Container scandal

Meanwhile, the bail application of an accused in massive duty evasion case was adjourned to a date in office for paucity of time. According to the prosecution, directorate-general of customs intelligence and investigation, a whole lot of 173 containers were taken away from the Port Qasim International Container Terminal for transshipment to dry ports in various parts of the country. However, the containers were dismantled in Karachi and the consignments of mainly electronic goods were disposed of in the city or dispatched to other parts of the country. In all, 72 FIRs have been registered, including 32 in Lahore, 24 in Faisalabad and 14 in Peshawar.


The two accused arrested are Mohammad Naeem Qureshi and Jamal Durrani of Naila Jamal International Clearing and Forwarding Agents. Qureshi is detained in Karachi while Durrani is in custody at Lahore. Qureshi moved the trial Customs Court for bail and approached the appellate tribunal consisting of Justice Mahmood Alam Rizvi of the SHC when his plea was dismissed.


Bail refused

Justice Rizvi, meanwhile, rejected the bail application of Salman Raza Khan, who is accused of killing his wife, Sania, at their Gulshan-i-Iqbal apartment on March 13, 2007. Sania had a bullet injury in her chest and Salman and his mother and sisters said she had committed suicide. The police first exonerated Salman but after replacement of the investigation officer, booked him for his wife’s murder.

Justice Rizvi said in his order that circumstantial evidence hinted at the prima facie involvement of the accused. The investigator officer does not seem to have shown partiality.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 21/06/2008)

SHC probes Rangers construction work


KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) directed the Deputy Attorney General (DAG) and Advocate General (AG) Sindh on Friday to clarify with the Land Utilization (LU) department the ownership of five acres possessed by the Pakistan Rangers which overlaps with 79 acres allotted to the Kolachi Cooperative Housing Society.

The bench, comprising Justice Yasmeen Abbasey and Justice Bin Yamin Khan, asked the two State counsels to file this report from the LU before July 17, the next date for the hearing.


At the hearing, the SHC deputy nazir, appointed commissioner by this bench, submitted a detailed report of his visit and inspection of the site, during which the site demarcation plan and survey report were discussed. In his report, the nazir confirmed that site plan shows that the five acres allotted to the rangers overlaps with the society’s 79 acres. He went on to say that the land was allotted to the society for residential purposes while the rangers were given land for operational purposes, on which they (rangers) were building residential units.


Revenue officials present during the inspection stated that according to the revenue records, the land was allotted to the Kolachi Cooperative Housing Scheme on September 10, 1996, while there is an entry in the records in favour of the Pakistan Rangers made on February 26.

The nazir’s report also mentioned the behaviour of rangers’ Inspector Zia against Advocate Farid Ahmed, the society’s representative.


Advocate Masroor Ahmed Alvi, representing the society, pressed for restraint against on-going construction at the disputed site. The bench observed that an SHC bench, headed by the then SHC CJ, allowed construction at the rangers’ risk and cost. It then put off further hearing after seeking assistance from the DAG and the AG Sindh.

(DailyTimes-B1, 21/06/2008)

Sindhi Muslim Coop Society goes to court


KARACHI: Notices were issued to the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and owners of a multi-storey building, including Bilal Ateeq, by a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) comprising Justice Yasmeen Abbasey and Justice Bin Yamin on Friday, for a date to be fixed later by the office of the court.

A petition was filed by the Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society (SMCHS) against the KBCA, Bilal Ateeq, Sarfraz Shahid, Fayyaz Ahmed and Muhammad Haroon, accusing them of constructing a multistory building on a 600-square-yard plot in violation of the society’s, as well as the KBCA’s rules.


The petitioner maintained that it sent a notice to the private owners of the plot, asking them to refrain from carrying out illegal construction without the KBCA’s approval but the respondents denied any violation. The petitioning society then sent for inspection its own architect, who, in a report, pointed out grave violations of KBCA rules, including construction on a compulsory open space. The bench, on Friday, after hearing the counsel for the petitioner, issued notices to the respondents, putting off a further hearing indefinitely.

(DailyTimes-B1, 21/06/2008)

Thousands suffer as builders fail to have projects regularised
KARACHI, June 21: Thousands of allottees of over 80 huge housing complexes, including a number of ground-plus-seven-storey apartment buildings in the city, whose builders took no initiative to get their projects regularised during the two-year amnesty period granted by the Sindh government through an ordinance in 2002, are still deprived of the right to get their apartments subleased.


As the officials concerned failed to persuade the builders of such a huge number of illegal high-rise buildings to get their buildings regularised during the amnesty period, not only the low-income group allottees living in such buildings for over more than a decade are suffering as they are not being allowed to get their apartments subleased even on an individual basis, but both the Sindh and city governments have also suffered huge financial losses.

According to sources, the amount the KBCA would have generated from the builders of such a huge number of unlawfully constructed buildings on account of violations of building bylaws would have gone to the CDGK and the money which would have been realized from the builders under the head of difference of amount vis-à-vis the cost of those plots which had been frozen earlier by the Sindh government the land where the builders had raised buildings on the land belonging to the Railways and other government organisations, would have been given to the provincial government.


The Sindh government through an ordinance in 2002 had allowed the builders to get their irregular projects regularised after paying a certain penalty, but the facility was availed by only those builders whose projects were either sealed during the tenure of a former Sindh chief minister, Syed Abdullah Shah, or whose projects’ apartments and shops were not sold.


However, those builders who after receiving full payments had already handed over the possession of apartments and shops to the allottees in their high-rise apartment buildings did not bother to apply for the regularisation of their projects although such projects also fell under the category of unlawfully constructed buildings as these were either raised on government or Railways land or were constructed in violation of building bylaws.

However, the safe passage to the builders of illegal buildings for not applying for the regularisation of their projects was provided by no one else but senior-most officials of the KBCA who were assigned the task of framing rules for the regularisation of illegally constructed buildings as they had simply mentioned in the rules called the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations -- 2002 that the builders of illegal buildings who will not apply for the regularization of their projects during the amnesty period will be declared as ‘absconders’ so such builders gave preference to be declared as absconders than paying huge amounts for getting their projects regularised.


The irony of the fate was that although still these must be over 80 high-rise apartment buildings which have not yet been regularised, the KBCA has neither declared any builder of such projects as absconder nor withheld the approval of their new projects.


Sources in the KBCA said that if both the former chief controllers of the KBCA in whose tenure amnesty was given to the builders of illegal buildings by the government would have been interested in getting all the unlawfully constructed buildings regularized, they could have exerted pressure on the builders of such buildings simply by not approving building plans of their new projects and by withholding ‘No-objection certificates’ (NOCs).

(Dawn-18, 22/06/2008)

Reclaiming Karachi
At a PFF-PSO discussion on Karachi (mis)planning, and then again at a discussion on provincial autonomy, most of the audience was responsive to the idea of (re)gaining political power for the native population of the city. Some notables proposed the implementation of this goal by (re)settling large numbers of old Sindhis into the(ir) new Karachi. Both goals and strategies deserve serious public debate.

Let's get one proposal out of the way. The suggestion for creating a settlement in some remote part of Karachi adds insult to injury, even if it were feasible to move historic markers such as Empress Market, Khaliqdina Hall, Frere Hall, etc to the settlement. In any case, enclaves are a bad idea to promote a cosmopolitan city that goes beyond sullen tolerance to celebrate cultural diversity.

The goal of people's autonomy from the state needs to be part of the objective of provincial autonomy in the federation. Class and local community rights should then be embedded in any assertion of ethnic claims to social resources, including land.

Some political perspectives for public action in this regard need to be considered. First, the people have similar right and to all social resources, not just that acquired by the state. Second, a history of dispossession cannot be ignored. Third, claims of privileged use by the state have no legitimacy when the use contradicts the stated public interest objectives in dispossession. Fourth, even the weak are private property claims.

Hence, lots of land is available in several parts of Karachi, especially if the province were to resume land that is being used for everything but public interest or public service.

Consider the broad swathe of land along both sides of Sharae Faisal, Sharae Pakistan and University Road. Also include most of DHA – most of which is being converted into houses for retired officers. At about 10 square yards per person or 100 per household, several of these can be given a title even if decent vertical construction was subsidised.

The jobs and places of residence should minimise the travel distance. The suggested geography of the settlement appears to obey such common sense.

Fewer expressways or higher tolls for the privileged class can fund the minimal infrastructure – appropriate property taxes on larger plots can help fund the housing.

The young Colonel Gaddafi acted quickly. Overnight, the title was transferred to the occupants. Tenants had a windfall when owners had more than one property. Is large-scale demographic change necessary to reclaim political power for 'real' Sindhis? Can it be secured by economic power? By whom, for whom?

The 'son' or 'daughter' of the soil is now a retrogressive concept. The ecological destruction of land and water is both committed and defended by all ethnic groups, more for greed than survival. Political examples should be unnecessary. Let us also suggest that cultural nationalism needs to ponder over the belittling of native, non-Muslim Sindhis.

Many of us think of Muslim Malaysia or Buddhist Sri Lanka and Thailand as exemplars – for concentrating political power in the elite of the old population, while the economy was more of a level field for the elite of the newer population.

Some suggest that this (re)conciliation strategy be pursued even more vigorously in Sindh. But we remain skeptical of the intended results: that economic power can be ignored in the sustainability of political power and that engineering a divisive demographic tilt is necessary.

(By A. Ercelan and Karamat Ali, The News-43 Kolachi, 22/06/2008)

Karachi may be building more high rises, but are they safe?


KARACHI: Eleven of the 32 high-rise buildings to be constructed in Pakistan have been approved by the government. One of them, the Port Tower in Karachi is planned to be 160 stories high. But, now architects are asking, can the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) ensure the proper safety measures for such mammoth ventures?


There is a prime example in the not so recent past. “After the collapse of the WTC twin towers, architects around the world started thinking about adopting the maximum number of safety measurements for future buildings,” said architect Arshad Abdullah, adding that as Karachi was getting new high rises, it was time to think along the same lines.


Abdullah was one of the architectural and engineering experts who spoke at a seminar ‘Architectural and engineering lessons from WTC twin towers collapse’ organized by Memon Professional Forum, Institute of Engineers Pakistan and Association of Consulting Engineers Pakistan Saturday. 


Abdullah said that with the construction of skyscrapers on the rise in Karachi, special attention should be paid to the installation of emergency exits and certain structural features that can help prevent fires from spreading. Atriums, for example, always help spread fires between floors. He gave the example of a recent fire at the PNSC building that started at the 4th floor and went to the 10th. 


In Karachi, most of the buildings have fire escapes that open inside rather than outside. Also, ramps are mostly located in the basements, a safety weakness. “Tenants must be aware of basic safety measurements and must review maps of the building before shifting in it,” he added. Recently, a German firm acquired an office in one of the multi-storey buildings of Karachi. Before moving in, the firm sent the plans to Germany for revision. Experts restricted the firm from moving in because the building did not comply with standard safety measurements. 


Engr. Arif Kasam Mysorewala explained that the buildings that recently caught fire in Karachi, including Iqbal center and PNS buildings, are still standing because of the resistance of concrete and structural design. “So we must not compromise on structure and it is dangerous to save money on design,” he said. 


Consultant Syed Sibte Ahmed Jafri cautioned that the selection of electricity cables was more important in safety measurements. “If a building catches fire once, the cables must be completely replaced,” he said, “as any part of the cable which caught fire once has maximum chances of catching fire again,” he said, adding that the toxins from smoke can also affect them. 


Engineer Yousuf Hassan pointed out that emergency sprinklers were only installed in a handful of multinational-owned buildings even though they were a basic fire-controlling device.

(DailyTimes-B1, 22/06/2008)

50,000 houses to be built for poor: Qaim

KHAIRPUR: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah Jilani said on Sunday that 50,000 houses would be constructed this year for the rehabilitation of the poor and needy people who had no shelter, adding that 100,000 more houses would be constructed next year.


He announced this while addressing public gatherings here to resume the election campaign of PPP candidate for PS-30, Pir Syed Bachchal Shah Jilani. He said the previous rulers continued their autocratic rule and terminated thousands of employees of PIA, the Steel Mills and other institutions but his government had pledged to restore their services and to confirm their contractual services.


The present government, he said, was of the public and not of the autocrats. He said his government was struggling for bringing prosperity to the province.


Qaim said the issues of power crisis and the price hike would be resolved as the government had designed comprehensive projects. The chief minister said he and his cabinet had never considered themselves as rulers but tried to show them as the servants of the public. The chief minister motivated the people to vote for the PPP candidate.


Qaim said Benazir Bhutto had sacrificed her life for democracy. He said he had passed 30 years with Benazir Bhutto and found her dedicated and an example of democracy. On the occasion, Sindh Minister for Communication and Services Manzoor Hussain Wassan said they came into power with the mandate of the people of Sindh, adding that they had not come into power through backdoors.

He said the five-point agenda of Benazir Bhutto would be completed. Wassan appealed to the voters to vote for the accomplishment of the mission of Benazir Bhutto and said the PPP candidate would sweep the by-elections. 


PPP candidate Syed Bachchal Shah Jilani also spoke on the occasion. Meanwhile, the chief minister met various delegations here at the Jilani House. He listened to their problems and directed the Khairpur DCO and other officials to facilitate the citizens.

(The News-2, 23/06/2008)

Mehran Town crippled by a plethora of problems

Land mafia is flourishing in Mehran Town where they have developed a knack of capturing every inch of vacant land they find.


Sector C of Mehran Town was initially planned for establishing industries in the area, however, almost 200 residential units have also been established due to the exploitation of land grabbers. Cottage industries have been formed on a few vacant plots as well. The population of the area is around 0.2 million. The locality has a mixed ethnic culture, where communities speaking Urdu, Sindhi, Pushto, Saraiki and Hindko co-exist. Mehran Town is a part of Union Council (UC) 1, Korangi Town and is situated near Bilal Colony and Sharifabad. 

The locality has a total of nine sectors. The intensity of the ill planned mushroom growth of the housing units can be judged by the fact that the number of allocated plots in Sector 6-D of the area is 378 but in actuality, thousands of housing units exist here. This type of construction has naturally led to several problems. Majority of the residents are living here without any basic civic facilities. The sewerage system in the area is on the verge of collapse and in some areas, almost non-existent.


During the inhabitation in the area, which started some 20 years ago, earth from some empty plots was dug up by the land mafia, which now turns into a massive pool of sewerage during the heavy monsoon season. Only a few houses have a proper system of electricity. Majority of the inhabitants have taken connections of electricity through illegal cables (Kunda system). A great number of consumers rely on bamboos for carrying electricity cables at their homes instead of proper poles.


Majority of inhabitants don’t have access to water supply lines and they get water through water tankers. Only a small number of residents have access to legal water supply lines. However, these connections are not acquired through a legitimate process and are done illegally. Moreover, 50 per cent of the population has gas supply lines. The remaining population depends on gas cylinders for cooking and other purposes. 


Most of the construction in this part of the city is single-storied. Cemented tiles have been used for the construction of roofs. The locality also lacks a garbage lifting system as garbage can be observed scattered around in the area. There is no school or dispensary in the area. The children of the town go to Bilal Colony and other areas for getting education. Likewise, the patients are also taken to Bilal Colony for basic treatment. The locality has a few small markets. The residents may buy grocery items, fruits, vegetables and other basic items of daily use from these places. 

The residents of the area say that whenever they approach some civic authority for the solution of their problems, they are usually referred to some other authority and in this way the status quo is maintained in the locality. Furthermore, collective efforts for the solutions of problems are not made here as well. Whatever is done is done individually which proves fruitless in the end.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-19, 23/06/2008)

SHC issues notices in land-grabbing case

A division bench of the Sindh High Court (SHC), comprising Justice Mrs Yasmin Abbassey and Justice Bin Yamin, issued notices on Monday to the Land Utilization Department, the Bin Qasim Town Mukhtiarkar (Revenue), the town’s UC-5 nazim, Shah Latif Town police station SHO, and a government contractor for July 09, 2008 on a petition filed against the encroachment of 15.5 acres of land.

Petitioner Amir H Pir Bhai, owner of 15.5 acres of land at survey no. 121/1, survey no. 326, survey no. 371 and survey no. 372 of Deh Landhi Tapo Landhi, Taluka Karachi approached the SHC against government contractor Rafiq Baloch, Nazim UC-5 Bin Qasim Town and the police. He alleged that they had encroached upon his land for the construction of the road to Makkah Farm house without issuing any notice or intimation.

He submitted that the respondents have no right to deprive him from his property and prayed to the court to restrain them from carrying out constructions. After preliminary hearing, the division bench issued notices to respondents for July 09 and adjourned the matter.


Meanwhile the same bench reissued notices to Sindh Local Government Secretary Syed Murad Ali Shah, Syed Dinal Shah, Mujibur Rehman Khoro, first and third presiding officers and the proposer of a no-confidence motion respectively for June 27. The petition was moved by Naib Nazim Taluka Gambat, District Khairpur, Haji Abdul Latif.

The petitioner is seeking a declaration from court to effect that holding a no-confidence session by the third presiding officer, assuming him as senior presiding officer, is illegal. He also sought nullification of no-confidence move against him. 


SHC adjourns hearing of recovery officer’s bail application: The hearing of the bail application of a loan recovery officer of a private bank was adjourned on Monday by Justice Khalid Ali Z. Kazi of the Sindh High Court (SHC). The adjournment came upon the request of the applicant’s counsel.


Applicant Sheikh Muhammad Tufail moved the SHC for bail in case number 89/2008 registered under Sections 322, 316, 504 and 506 of the PPC at the New Karachi Police Station. The case was pending before District & Session Judge Karachi Central III. It case pertains to the suicide on April 27 of an alleged bank defaulter after bank loan recovery officers misbehaved with and threatened his family members. The police registered a case on May 2 on the complaint of the deceased’s mother, Akbari Begum, and nominated Tufail as the accused.


The applicant submitted that he was falsely implicated, and that, allegations of misbehaving with and threatening the deceased and his family were not factual. He requested the court to grant him bail because proper evidence against him had not been provided as yet.


ATC extends remand of accused kidnappers: The Administrative Judge, Anti-Terrorism Courts, Karachi, Justice Khwaja Naveed Ahmed of the Sindh High Court (SHC), on Monday extended remand of two accused of kidnapping for ransom till June 30, 2008.


Rashid Baloch, alias Ustad, and Salim, alias TT, are facing charges of kidnapping and collecting ransom Rs.1.5 million from Ghulam Abbas. The accused kidnapped him from the Liaquatabad flyover on May 26, 2008, and released him after collecting ransom the same day.


Police arrested the accused in an encounter from Shah Latif Town. An FIR No. 97/2008 U-S 365-A/34 was lodged against them at PS-Sharifabad. Co-accused Bhutto Bangali and Shahid are absconders.

(The News-19, 24/06/2008)

Special plan to allow high-rises in city
KARACHI, June 24: Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani unveiled a special plan on Tuesday, allowing construction of 100-storey or above high-rise buildings in the city.

The plan, however, is in violation of a City Council resolution, under which only 21 thoroughfares were commercialised, where residential plots can be given commercial status for construction of high-rise buildings, etc.


The proposed ‘special law for high density development in Karachi’ was made by the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and it would be implemented within the municipal limits of the city. It would not be applicable to areas controlled by the cantonment boards, Defence Housing Authority or other land controlling authorities.


Speaking at a press conference, the minister said that 100-storey or above buildings could be constructed at any commercial plot, measuring a minimum of 5,000 square yards, but it should be located on a minimum of 100-ft wide road.

“There will be no condition regarding location of a plot in any particular area and there will be no bar on amalgamation of plots. The builder, however, will have to pay conversion charges as determined by the master plan department,” he said.


Mr Durrani maintained that it would be the responsibility of the builder of any such project to make arrangement from his own resources for power-generation, sewage treatment and disposal and supply of potable water.

He said the builders of high-rise buildings would not be allowed to utilise the existing infrastructure of water, sewerage and electricity. “There will be no load on existing power supply, water and sewerage systems as project owners would install small units for power generation and sewerage treatment,” he made it clear.

He said the builders concerned would have to submit details regarding consultant firms, contractors and technology to be used in the construction of high-rise buildings. The Environment Impact Assessment would be a must for all such projects.


The minister said all stakeholders, including civil society, experts, architects, town-planners and builders would be consulted prior to any legislation in this regard.

He said the proposed plan would be tabled in the Sindh Assembly for legislation after the budget session.

“People have sent their investment abroad and we want them to bring back their investment here,” he added.


Sources told Dawn that during the era of former city nazim Naimatullah Khan, the City Council had commercialised 21 major roads where high-rise buildings could be constructed. They said that the entire water and sewerage system of the city would collapse in case of approval of the KBCA plan in all areas of the city.

“The KBCA is trying to commercialise the whole city through its plan,” said a source.


The City Council had commercialised Sharea Faisal (Metropole Hotel to Malir Bridge), Tariq Road (Allahwali Chowrangi to Bahadurabad commercial area and Sindhi Muslim Society to Sharea Faisal, Captain Farid Bukhari Road), Rashid Minhas Road (Scheme-16, 24 and 36 from Drive-In Cinema to Shafiq Morr), University Road (Scheme-24 and 36, from Civic Centre to Safoora Chowrangi), Shahrah-i-Pakistan (Scheme-16 from Teen Hatti Bridge to Sohrab Goth), Nazimabad-A Road (Lasbella Bridge to Circular Railway line on left side), Sher Shah Suri Road in North Nazimabad (Board Office Chowrangi to Sakhi Hassan Chowrangi on both sides, Block B-N and Block A-J), Shahrah-i-Jahangir in North Nazimabad (Block H to L), Khayaban-i-Iqbal (Clifton Road Bridge to Two Swords), Khayaban-i-Jami (ST-10 to ST-13), Khalid bin Waleed Road (K-107 to 168 G. Church), Jamaluddin Afghani Road (PTV Station to Plot No. 1 adjacent to Shaheed-i-Millat), Allama Iqbal Road (Kashmir Road to Jheel Park on both sides), Sir Syed Ahmed Road (Tariq Road to Khalid bin Waleed Road on both sides), Shaheed-i-Millat Road (Haider Ali Chowrangi to Jail Chowrangi on both sides), Chaudhry Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Road (Block 8, 9 Askari Market to Ch. Khaleequz Zaman Colony), Beach Avenue Road (Darakhshan Police Station to Casino Chowrangi), Khayaban-i-Saadi, Khyaban-i-Rumi, Nishtar Road and Alamgir Road.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-19, 25/06/2008)

KBCA mulls high density development

Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani has hinted at allowing the construction of commercial and residential buildings, 100 storeys and higher, in Karachi after the promulgation of a special law from the Sindh Assembly. He made it clear, however, that these highrises would not put any additional burden on the existing civic infrastructure of the city because the owners and sponsors of such buildings would be asked to install their own electricity generation, sewage-treatment and water-filtration plants.


“The decision to allow the construction of commercial and residential highrises has been taken on the directives of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-Chairperson Asif Ali Zardari. A special law would be approved from the Sindh Assembly in this regard,” Durrani told a crowded press conference on Tuesday at the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) Officers Club.


KBCA Chief Controller Manzoor Qadir, former Lyari Development Authority (LDA) managing director Atique Baig and other senior officials were also present. “The construction of skyscrapers would only be allowed on roads which are at least 100 feet wide, on a minimum 5000-yard space. The owners will have to follow all the rules and regulations laid down by the government as well as the KBCA,” Durrani said.


Project owners or sponsors would also have to provide parking space to all occupants of these buildings, in addition to the allocation of 25 percent of the parking space for visitors. Similarly, they would also be bound to provide international-standard fire-fighting facilities in these structures, he said.

The permission to construct highrises in Karachi would not only help in bringing back international investment but would also help in providing better residential facilities to citizens, Durrani said.

“Currently we have no requests for the construction of 100-storey buildings in the city but after the promulgation of the law, we expect lots of international firms coming to the city in this regard,” he added.


The draft bill was currently with the Sindh law department and after their approval, it would be presented in the assembly session after the current budget session for final approval and promulgation, the Sindh LG minister said.

“We will, however, take all agencies concerned, including senior citizens, associations and even builders on board before allowing the construction of these buildings Karachi,” he promised.


Durrani skirted around a question about whether the KBCA had consulted the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) before taking the decision. He said instead that everything would be done as per KBCA rules and regulations.

He said he would try to convince all other civic agencies, including Cantonment Boards for having a unanimous policy and laws for the construction of skyscrapers.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 25/06/2008)

Time for land reform
THE chapter on agriculture in the latest Economic Survey begins with a plea to “developing countries like Pakistan to get their acts together and benefit from the current situation by giving more serious attention to agriculture”.

The advice is especially relevant to Pakistan because “agriculture is still the single largest sector, contributing 21 per cent to GDP and employing 44 per cent of the workforce. More than two-thirds of Pakistan’s population lives in rural areas and their livelihood continues to revolve around agriculture and allied activities”.


This opening paragraph of the chapter takes note of poverty in Pakistan being largely a rural phenomenon; “and, therefore, development of agriculture will be a principal vehicle for alleviating rural poverty.” (And, of course, the global food crisis is offering Pakistan opportunities to get richer by exporting more food).


What is to be done about agriculture and for the well-being of the 44 per cent of the workforce and the two-thirds of the population? While asserting that “agriculture will continue to acquire the highest priority from the government”, the Survey merely advocates a shift towards yield enhancement and attention to farm needs. This analysis is characteristic of the policy various governments of Pakistan have followed, that is, to make agriculture more productive in the interest of the national economy. The interest of two-thirds of the population is not the focus of government thinking. It is assumed, despite evidence to the contrary, that if agriculture shows a good rate of growth the rural have-nots will automatically receive windfalls.


The most critical omission in official thinking was pointed out by a perceptive journalist in this daily: “The minister evaded the issue of land-holding structure in rural Pakistan that has been identified by economists and a report of the agricultural reform commission as the major hurdle to increasing agricultural productivity.”

It is not surprising therefore to find the volatility in agricultural growth (1.5 per cent to 6.5 per cent over six years) attributed to vagaries of nature, losses caused by pests and use of adulterated pesticides, and that no reference is made to the plight of small cultivators and landless tenants. For promotion of agriculture reliance is placed on the inputs formula in vogue since the 1960s. Steps will be taken to ensure greater and better utilisation of fertilisers, improved seeds, machines, plant protection, better irrigation, and disbursal of larger amounts of credit to farmers. Again, no mention is made of the millions of men and women who toil against heavy odds except for a reference to an initiative for “upgradation of socio-economic conditions of the fishermen’s community”.


There is need to seriously ponder the contribution to stagnation and reverses in agriculture made by the cultivators’ lack of ownership of the means of production. The fact is that small landowners, tenant-cultivators and the voiceless haris have been abandoned to adjust themselves to the vagaries of the market, deadlier than the vagaries of nature. Largely denied the guidance of the once efficient extension services, the under-privileged farmer is changing crop patterns, in panic, that produces results such as replacement of wheat cultivation with sugarcane, unions or tomatoes. It is time the impossibility of moving forward without raising the status of the cultivator was duly appreciated. That will lead to the urgency of land reform, which was high on the national agenda for decades till the Zia-created religious courts issued the incredible verdict that land reform is un-Islamic (because one of the regular judges of the Shariat Appellate Bench joined the two ulema-judges to produce a retrogressive decision by majority). The way peasants were subsequently forced to give up lands acquired under land reforms — by force in Pakhtunkhwa and by legal chicanery in Punjab and Sindh — is a matter of abiding shame for all conscious citizens of Pakistan.


Land reform was always advocated on two premises — one economic and the other social. The economic argument was that smaller owner-cultivated farms achieved higher productivity than large farms operated by absentee landlords. This view has been challenged by advocates of mechanised, capital-intensive farming on huge tracts, (including corporate farming). They are not concerned with the consequences of displacement of hundreds of thousands of tenants without any prospects of alternative employment (decent and gainful). However, one may concede that the economic grounds for land reform can be re-examined. But, nothing has happened to reduce the force of the social argument for land reform. A system of self-cultivated farms is required to break the suffocating rule of feudals who prefer dictatorship to democracy, obscurantism to ijtihad, and rule by force to supremacy of reason. Land reform is also necessary to pull a large body of citizens out of medieval bondage, help them realise themselves, and thus avoid the huge loss of human capital Pakistan incurs year after year by denying the people their basic right to land. The case for land reform is as strong as ever. The food crisis lends the matter greater urgency.


That something can be done to alleviate the misery of tillers of the soil short of an over-arching land reform cannot be denied. The many sound proposals in this area include a plan to abolish bonded labour in agriculture not only in Sindh but also in Punjab, the International Labour Organisation — supported move to settle homeless haris in new villages, settlement of cultivators’ claims on military farms in Okara and elsewhere, creation of education and skill-development facilities for hari/kisan children; unionisation of agricultural labour, et al. While such measures are welcome, they will only ease the rigours of the archaic land ownership pattern Pakistan has maintained at a terrible cost to the present and future generations. They cannot be a substitute for land reform.


Perhaps this is an appropriate time to plan land reform, not merely in terms of revision of land ownership pattern but also, and more essentially, in terms of land utilisation practices and social justice to a large mass of people. There may still be in the PPP some who could own the legacy of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Nawaz Sharif and Shahbaz Sharif also have been known to favour land reform. At least they did so a few years ago when they asked the World Bank to present the case for land reform before the members of the Punjab Assembly.

(By I.A.Rehman, Dawn-7, 26/06/2008)

Action on BoR fire pending despite inquiry report recommendations

Almost two-and-a-half months after the eruption of two mysterious fires at the Board of Revenue (BoR) Department, no action has been taken so far by the quarters concerned despite the fact that the inquiry committee has also submitted its report to the government. However, an FIR has been registered against the Director of the Armed Service Department at the Preedy police station on court orders, a reliable source said. 


Two fires at the BoR building, the first at the District Armed Services Board and Social Welfare Department on March 20, while the second fire days later at the same building gutted entire records of the Revenue Department. The government had appointed an inquiry committee and directed it to immediately submit its report to the concerned quarters. 


According to sources, the report stated: 

“The committee has visited the burnt portion of this building and seen every thing in detail. The rooms on the upper portion belonging to District Armed Services Board and Social Welfare Department have totally been gutted.

“The roof and floor, being of wood, had been burnt to ashes; rooms on the ground floor belonging to Survey Superintendent have also been destroyed. But interestingly the wooden tables and files and papers in the lower compartment of steel racks are safe, but inventory not yet prepared by BOR. 


“All record in the wooden cabinets has been destroyed. The upper portion of files has burnt and turned black whereas the lower portion has no marks of burning. Same is the case of old record of Evacuee Branch. The files on top have been gutted whereas the files beneath them are safe. This suggests that the fire started from the first floor. As the floor was wooden so after burning this came down and fire engulfed the lower portion also. “In normal cases, fire always travels in upper direction, but here, due to peculiar nature of construction, it has come down.” 


Commenting on the possibility of the first fire erupting due to short circuiting or accident, the report states:


“As per report of the Electric Inspector Karachi region, the cause of fire could not be the short circuit because as per his statement most of the PVC was burnt from outside and no melted copper was found at site. If there was a short circuit then the PVC cable would have been burnt from inner side and the circuit breakers would also have been tripped, which [they were] certainly not. 

“The other reason of heating of cables is also not plausible, because the ambient temperature on 20-03-2008, in Karachi was not exceeding the normal range of temperature, for which cables are designed. The question of overloading of cables was also not possible because most of the offices in the building were closed.

“The above mentioned statement could be proved by the chemical examination but unfortunately the facility of chemical examination is not available in Karachi, according to the report of Inspector Electricity, Government of Sindh, Karachi.”


“Meanwhile another incident took place on March-30, 2008, Sunday (another holiday) when the tube-lights, chokes, bulbs and some equipment were burnt. The XEN of KESC informed that some miscreants had stolen the neutral wires from the KESC substation inside High Court premises which resulted in high voltage. On enquires it was found that this is a locked substation inside the premises of High Court and supplies electricity to BOR, MPA Hostel and High Court. 

“The key is carried by authorized personnel of KESC only. This seems to be a sabotage activity and could happen at any and other important places. 


“Whether fire occurred due to mischief? Mischief in this case cannot be ruled out. There was very important record pertaining to LU and Settlement in this building. The Survey Superintendent and LU department has not yet given the complete inventory of record burnt or saved. It is learnt that inward/outward registers of LU have been burnt which were not only important but something that cannot be reproduced/reconstructed. 


“The record burnt or damaged is very basic and important in nature and exploitation due to lack of original record by the vested interest elements could not be ruled out. “Whether fire occurred due to accident? It is strange that many offices in this building have loose ‘Kunda’ connections directly from the electric poles. 

“This is not only illegal but dangerous. The load of electricity is not measured correctly and wires of low intensity are used for air conditioners. The maintenance by Works & Services Department is pathetic. The renovation work is being carried out for more than a year and it is still far from completion. The electricity connections are not provided with proper cut-outs... As such negligence on part of concerned Section Incharge is evident.

“The inquirers in their reports alleged that, in the light of above facts it can be clearly said that short circuit was not the cause of fire. The possibility of sabotage and mischief cannot be over ruled.”

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 28/06/2008)

CDGK asked to cough up millions

MD KWSB said the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has to pay the water utility Rs617.582 million while the provincial government will have to pay Rs355.951 million.

The CDGK will also be appealed to provide Rs3,890 million as subsidy to the KWSB from the share of Octroi Zilla Tax (OZT), Chandio said. 


Giving details of the CDGK liabilities, MD KWSB said that, since the establishment of KWSB in 1983, the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) was giving 10 per cent subsidy to KWSB but it was stopped in 2001. 

“The Sindh provincial government issued SRO and asked the city government to release two per cent from its OZT share to the KWSB annually but during the last eight years, the CDGK has not given a single penny to the KWSB and the dues have touched the figures of Rs3,890 million,” he said. “We will request the city government to issue these funds to the KWSB to resolve sever financial crisis being faced by the KWSB,” he said. 


In addition to that, the KWSB will also request the CDGK to provide a subsidy to the KWSB at a rate of 0.22 per cent to pay the salaries of the recently inducted 6,000 employees of KWSB. 

“The sacking these employees has been stayed by Sindh chief minister and we are paying salaries to these employees but we will request the CDGK to help us in bearing their burden” he said.

(The News-13, 28/06/2008)

Dubai Palace sold

Dubai Palace, situated at Khayaban-e-Shaheen in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), has been sold to a Kuwaiti firm, highly-placed sources confirmed to The News.


The palace is spread over 20,000 yards, and belonged to Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. The land was allotted to him during the Ziaul Haq era, when a number of huge plots in the city were allotted to the shaikhs of Arab states.


Six other 2,000-yard plots belonging to Sheikh Al-Nahyan were also sold at about Rs50 million each. The plots are located adjacent to the palace. 


According to sources, a secret deal was signed in Kuwait around two months ago, wherein one of the Kuwaiti firms purchased the palace for about Rs500 million, because the market price has fallen over the past three months due to security reasons. 


DHA property dealers came to know about the deal some 15 days ago. Previously, the price of 2,000-yard plots was Rs70 million but it fell down to Rs50 million recently, an estate agent at DHA told The News.

It was further gathered that the plots of various Arab sheikhs situated in different locations of the city have also been put up for sale. The reason for this disposal of plots is attributed to the law and order situation that has remained fragile for the last two decades.


Another source disclosed that Dubai Palace was purchased by a business tycoon of the city, who faced a tough situation at the hands of the DHA administration. The latter had also reportedly forced the buyer to divide the palace into four sections for the reason best known to them.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-13, 30/06/2008)
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