Drainage system in old city areas near collapse
KARACHI, Jan 10: The outdated drainage system in the old city areas needs even light showers to collapse which not only disrupts civic life but also causes huge damage to streets and roads that generally serve as watercourses during the rainy season.


However, the relevant authorities have never given serious thought to it despite the repeated hue and cry of the inhabitants of Saddar and Lyari who ask for complete overhauling of the system.


Off and on the issue has been raised by the area people and resultantly huge funds have been earmarked for the removal of illegal structures raised over the storm-water drains and their cleaning on a regular basis. But the situation on ground paints an altogether different picture and a survey of drains in Lyari shows that most drains are choked and filled with garbage while the civic agencies have failed to clean them so far.


Residents said that the existing drainage system in the old city areas, particularly in Lyari and Saddar, was built during the British rule. It had almost collapsed now and its shortcomings got exposed every year during monsoon when the old city areas faced flood-like situation with all services disrupted and private and public property damaged, they observed.

They held civic agencies responsible for not taking effective measures to remove illegal constructions and clean storm-water drains in time. They pointed out that ill-planned constructions over the drains obstruct the natural storm-water flow into the river which may eventually result in any disaster. The drains had been virtually converted into garbage disposal dumps, they observed, arguing that the drainage system was not designed to handle the load of a population that had multiplied during the last some decades.


During the last monsoon, the obsolete system caused severe flooding in the area and paralysed the life completely. Almost all the settlements along the banks of Lyari River were inundated and people braved flood-like situation for days as civic agencies failed to drain out stagnant water.


Most of the drains in the locality could not be cleaned because of the illegally-constructed shops, markets, huts and buildings over the drains, according to the residents, who complained that open drains in the old city areas were being misused as solid waste disposal grounds. There was hardly any space left for storm-water flow as the drains had been covered with concrete structures, they said, criticising the builders and authorities concerned equally.

The residents expressed apprehension that the next monsoon would play havoc in the old city areas of Saddar and Lyari if immediate steps were not initiated to revamp the existing system.

(Dawn-18, 11/01/2008)

Toxic water to be released into drinking water source


KARACHI: The Sindh irrigation department has decided to discharge highly contaminated water from Manchar Lake into the Indus River, despite the fact that the water on the upstream of the Kotri barrage has reached a contamination level 350 parts per million (ppm).


When they did this in 2004, the river’s ppm went to between 500 and 600 ppm and over 40 people died in Hyderabad alone. This decision poses a threat to the populations of Karachi, Hyderabad and five other districts in southern Sindh, Daily Times learnt Monday.


The World Health Organization’s standard for water says that over 400 ppm treads into dangerous territory. In 2004, before they dumped the water from Manchar Lake, the ppm was at 350, just like it is now.


Saleemuddin, an executive engineer of the Hyderabad filter plants, said that currently the water is below the WHO standards and there are no problems, but, if the irrigation department does this it will be very dangerous.


Bashir Awan, the managing director of WASA (Water and Sanitation Agency, Hyderabad), said that the irrigation department has not officially informed him that this will happen. However, he said that it may inform him within the next two to three days.


Water experts had determined the contamination levels of the upstream Kotri barrage and the district government of Hyderabad confirmed them. “In 2006, we sent a high-level team of experts to monitor the water contamination in Indus River and they submitted a report saying that, during the recent closure of the canals, the standing water at upstream Kotri had reached 450 ppm,” said Kanwer Naveed Jamil, the nazim of Hyderabad. 

He said that there is a difference in the contamination level at the Sukkur and Kotri barrages. “A team of experts visited the Sukkur barrage to compare the water quality with the upstream Kotri barrage and found that the water contamination at the Sukkur barrage was at 180 ppm. This means that there are contamination sources between the Sukkur and Kotri barrages and we are investigating the real reasons behind the contamination,” said the nazim.


In 2004, when water from Manchar Lake was released into Indus River, 42 people died in Hyderabad and hundreds were taken to hospitals because of water borne diseases. Some irrigation officials, including the provincial secretary of irrigation, the EDO of health in Hyderabad, the DG HDA and others, were dismissed and brought under investigation. 

Manchar Lake is the biggest shallow-water natural lake of Pakistan and is situated in district Dadu. It is a vast natural depression that runs besides the Khirthar Hills in the west, the Laki Hills in the south and the Indus River in the east. In 1932, the then British government constructed flood bunds on the northern and northeastern boundaries of the lake to protect the surrounding area from floods. 


The lake was a large natural reservoir of fresh water that was used for the arid region. Highly contaminated saline water was later poured into this natural reservoir and it became a drainage pass. 

After becoming a drainage pass, the lake would overflow after floods and rains and the Sindh irrigation department would open the lake’s gates into the Indus River. 

This year, the irrigation department has decided to release the highly contaminated saline water into the Indus River because there is a shortage in the Indus River’s system and the irrigation department has ordered for water rotation.


Every year the Sindh irrigation department announces water rotations and the closure of the canals to desalt them. The closure usually starts December 25 and ends January 6.

Furthermore, these days the river water is used only for drinking purposes. “These days water is less in the river system and the canals’ cleanliness is also necessary, so the irrigation department closes all the barrages and canals,” Soomro said. 


Technically, the high contaminated water cannot be released in winter because there is usually a water shortage in the Indus River system and the contaminated water cannot be mixed with river water. 


Sukkur Barrage (Right Bank) Chief Engineer Atta Muhammad Soomro said that the irrigation and power department has decided to reduce the water level of Manchar Lake. Its level has reached RL 112.35 feet (as of Monday evening) and the danger level is at RL 116. Thus, the irrigation department decided during a meeting held January 2, on the basis of standard operational procedures, to release the water into the Indus River; it is necessary to reduce the level for the safety of the lake, bunds and surrounding areas.

“We have no alternatives until the right bank out fall drain (RBOD) is completed,” said Atta Muhammad Soomro. He claimed that before releasing the contaminated water into the river, the Sindh irrigation department informed all the related agencies, civic bodies and commercial units lifting water from the Kotri barrage to take precautionary measures in properly treating and checking its quality before supplying. He claimed that the released water would not harm the water quality of the river. “Experts are looking into the necessary ratio with which to release the water,” he said. 


District Nazim Hyderabad Kanwer Naveed Jamil seconded Soomro and said that the water would not be harmful. “Water experts are continuously checking the water quality of the river and our experts are gauging the ratio by which the contaminated water would be released into the river. Initially, experts said that the water would be released at a 1:50 ratio.


Water experts have expressed concern over the increasing level of water contaminations and the expected release of toxic water from Manchar Lake into the river. “It depends on the type and level of water contamination. If the contamination comprises some metals, then 450 ppm could be very dangerous and can lead to water borne diseases. But I can only ascertain for sure after analyzing water samples,” said microbiologist Vikram Maharaj.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 17/01/2008)

Murderous Nullah ignored by KWSB, CDGK, continues to claim lives

Despite having claimed lives of several children, the hazardous open sewerage drain in Azam Basti of Mehmoodabad continues to pose serious threat to human lives as the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) nor the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) have taken any remedial measures to prevent similar incidents in future. 


After immense pressure and complaints from local residents and the union council of Azam Basti (UC-3, Jamshed Town), Town Nazim Jawed Ahmed issued directives to construct a boundary wall around the nullah. However, the construction (that began a month ago) has also stopped as the contractors were not being paid for their services on time, claim the officials at the union council.


Due to the absence of a boundary wall, residents of the area claim that several children accidentally fall into the drain every other day as they play and walk on the bank of the drain, but people from the neighbourhood manage to rescue them in time. “Only incidents that prove to be fatal are reported in the media. We receive reports of children falling into this particular drain every other day,” Abdul Khaliq told The News during a visit to the locality. 


It may be recalled here that on October 4, 2007, a three-year old resident of the area, Areeba Asmat, lost her life after drowning into this nullah and became the third victim in less than a year to have died a death in this manner. A similar fatal incident was also reported in the Chanesar Goth nullah, which is also a union council of Jamshed Town. While the town authorities have compensated Areeba’s family with Rs.50, 000, the family and area residents say it is not enough. 


“The money will not bring my daughter back. It’s about time the authorities should realize and take notice of the issue before (God forbid) another child from our area dies a similar death,” said Mohammad Asmat, (late) Areeba’s father. It is hard for the couple to still come to terms with their youngest daughter’s death and say their remaining son and daughter are restricted from playing outside after the incident. 

The Azam Basti nullah, measuring 18,000 ft in length and 18 ft in width, drains out the sewerage water of Mehmoodabad Treatment Plant (also known as Treatment Plant-II) that interestingly leaves the sewerage water untreated. The untreated sewerage water passes through Azam Basti to Akhtar Colony and Qayyumabad, and finally into the sea, explained Khaliq. “The flow of sewerage is extremely high which is why it becomes very difficult to rescue children at times,” he adds. 


On top of this, the residents end up dumping garbage into the drain, which naturally decreases the depth of the drain and sharpens the flow of water. As a result the drain water overflows as well. “The lanes are so narrow that the garbage trucks cannot drive through. And our sanitation staff is not enough to meet the needs of the growing population of this union council, so there is not much we can do to prevent the residents from dumping. We have no alternatives,” said Khaliq. For a population of 90,000 people of the union council, the town has deputed only 18 members for the sanitation staff. 


The residents also say the preventive measure taken by the town authorities (to build a boundary wall) is not enough as the height of the boundary wall is not sufficient. “The wall they began constructing was just a feet high which would still pose danger to children who will then try to lean against the wall as they play in the area,” said Siddiq, Senior Inspector, Sanitation Department in the UC. Since the residents of the area are mostly illiterate and lack civic sense, children walk and play on the bank of the drain, he said, adding, the CDGK should take serious notice of the issue and cover the drain completely – not just build a boundary around it. By covering the drain, the road will widen and garbage trucks would be able to collect garbage from each house, says Siddiq.


It has been learnt that Azam Basti has a 50-year-old infrastructure of water supply by the KWSB that collects tax from the locality, yet it does not consider it a part of its network. 

“I have also written several times to the City Nazim but the CDGK pays no heed. The last letter I wrote to the Nazim was in May 2007 (before Areeba’s death) and have not received a response yet,” disclosed Khaliq. DCO Fazal-ur-Rahman also visited the site a year ago and EDO Works and Services, Nisar Sario, is also aware of the issue, but nobody is willing to look into the matter seriously. 


Khaliq said the project of major sewerage drains in Karachi falls under the jurisdiction of KWSB and if the CDGK wants, it can immediately issue a tender for the construction since the project would not cost more than Rs.20 million. 

“If the CDGK can spend Rs 80 million on ‘cleanliness machinery’ it can certainly afford this small amount to prevent further loss of lives.”


Moreover, Parveen Rehman of Orangi Pilot Project, who has previously worked on sewerage line projects in the area, has also offered to work in coordination with the CDGK, but is still awaiting the government’s nod.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-14, 19/01/2008)

Residents distraught over unsanitary living conditions

After the assassination of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairperson Benazir Bhutto, the performance of the local bodies’ institutions located in the suburbs of Karachi has declined. The sanitation staff is not functional and the people of the area have more to say about the role of towns and union council (UC) administration. Keamari town justifies its lack of management by highlighting the fact that their town offices were burnt down in the ensuing violence following Bhutto’s murder. Therefore, they are busy with repair work so that they can get back on track and it may take time to pay heed to the peoples’ complaints.


Regarding this situation, the residents of Mauripur, Keamari town, are paying a heavy price thanks to the negligence of the Town Municipal Administration (TMA). All the streets and roads, including Dilfulabad, Brohi Mohalla, Baloch Mohalla, Masroor Colony and Naval Colony are inundated in sewage. All the manholes are overflowing which are affecting the residence around the area.


Since the sewerage system collapsed, it has damaged the recently carpeted roads, creating problems for both pedestrians and motorists. It has been observed that the residents have become used to the unsanitary living conditions as they nonchalantly cross streets flooded with sewerage water. However, school-going children and female teachers hailing from neighbouring areas are greatly inconvenienced when going to schools. 


Even the office of the Mauripur UC is surrounded by sewage water and the people say that they have not seen the UC nazim visit his office for many days now. According to them, the nazim does not like talking on his cellphone and complainants have tried to approach him to deal with their grievances.

The Mauripur UC nazim lives on the other side of the main Hawkes Bay road in Tikri village, which too is not clean. His own locality is facing similar problems. There is no proper road going to his office for registering complaints, the nazim’s neighbour told The News. 


The UC nazim, instead of doing his job has always blamed the Keamari Town Nazim, who belongs to a rival party for these problems, the residents criticised. 


Mohammed Ramzan, a local activist said, “The main waterway has been encroached by a warehouse and houses. Now there is no flow of sewerage water. Therefore, the entire sewerage water is flowing in the streets, creating difficulties for residents living near that area.”

“The warehouse was built illegally at the outlet of a sewerage and waterway. It was a natural nullah taking the rain water and sewerage to backwater sea near Tikri village. Moreover, the planners have built small bridges over waterways which have also been damaged after the recent rains, causing a blockade of sewerage water everywhere,” a local activist said.


“This used to be the cleanest area in the entire neighbourhood. But now because of political rivalry, the concerned local bodies institutions are indifferent and paying no heed to the complaints of the residents,” a resident of Naval Colony said. 


He also said that mothers and female teachers are concerned about the children going to school and returning home through these flooded streets. The most horrible thing is that the area people themselves have opened manholes to discharge sewerage water. In this situation, the children passing through sewage are most vulnerable to this occurrence.


Local activists belonging to Tikri village informed that all sewerage lines are blocked, hence the manholes are overflowing. It is the same situation for all the areas coming into the jurisdiction of UC Mauripur. According to them, they have approached the UC nazim, naib nazim and the Keamari town administration but have received no response from them. 


Parts of Tikri village have been inundated with sewerage water streaming through these areas to the backwater sea, near the salt fields. 


Water shortage is also a problem of the area and the residents are forced to buy private water tankers at Rs600 to Rs700 each for domestic use. Eight years earlier, the residents enjoyed an uninterrupted supply of water in the government-laid lines. Now, hardly a few homes receive water after 24 to 48 hours. The residents were never short of water before, but they now have to wait for it till late at night, which wastes even more time.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 20/01/2008)

Residents of KCHSU Blocks 7, 8 sick of stench

The level of frustration of the residents and office-bearers of the Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union (KCHSU) Block 7 & 8 (near the Duty Free Shop at Sharea Faisal) has a new high because they have been living in what they refer to as an “unbearable environment” for the past two years.


The sewerage system in the area has become too old now, they said, and remains out of order almost every other day, residents said, adding that the entire area has developed a stink now that stays in the air constantly.


The major drain opening is on Sultan Ahmed Shah Road that connects with the street where these centres and residential apartments are located. The sewerage system has blocked since two years. “We keep on requesting the authorities but to no use and every time we have to call the sweepers on our own that temporarily solves the problem,” complained the area people.


Since the street is low lying, all the sewage flows down on that street and it remains filled with sewage. 


“The effort doesn’t last for even few days and the sewerage reappears soon,” complained Muhammad Qasim, resident of Memon Centre that is situated in the same street. “We cannot use the building’s tank water as the sewage enters into the water tank,” he added.


The sufferers have complained to the authorities from the level of Town Nazim to the Governor Sindh but none has done anything in the matter so far. The staff of Governor Sindh had also visited the place but they didn’t take up the matter. The sufferers say that all the concerned authorities know the situation very well but are not ready to take the charge.


The situation became worst a month ago when the construction of Sultan Ahmed Shah Road started off. However at present, on the request of the complainants, the road construction has been discontinued by the Town Municipal Administration (TMA). “We had asked the Town Nazim that before the road’s construction, he must solve the sewerage problem,” the residents disclosed. They expressed reservation on the Nazim’s statement who, according to them has requested them to wait until the elections are held.


Since the area lacks parking space, each end of the entire road is covered with cars while rest of the space is filled with the building blocks that are being used in the construction. Moreover last week the blocks had fallen into the open drain that further blocked it completely.


Amongst many others, Ideal Centre is one that holds offices of one of the topmost garment factories of the country. The Chief Executive Officer, Fawad Ijaz Khan says that the deteriorating surrounding gives a very bad impression to the clientele of the company that includes a sizeable number of foreign buyers as well. “Most of them avoid visiting the office only because of the filthy environment,” Ijaz told The News. Other office-bearers also added that it’s embarrassing for them when their clientele refuse to visit their office complaining about the same.

Those who are badly affected have also sent a petition to the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal. Besides the Ideal Garment Factory, the petitioners include Trade Centre, National Saving, Abdullah Centre, Tahir Plaza, Tameer Bank.

The Nazim of Union Council 7, Zahid Saeed, although agrees with the situation but says that since the UC never gets funds to spend on its own the UC Nazim can only indicate the necessary works to be done in the town.

“I believe the sewerage system of that area has failed now as the infrastructure is decades old and therefore does not cater the needs of the area’s current population, which has now excessively increased.

He said that he although had indicated to the Town Nazim, in writing, about the severe sewerage problem in that area and also some major faults in the plan of the road construction but had never got any response.

He complained that he couldn’t have a chance to meet the Town Nazim even once inspite of several attempts. It’s a fraud that’s happening on part of the Town Nazim who belongs to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) whereas the UC Nazim does not.


Town Nazim Jamshed, Javed Ahmed, said that the sewerage issues did not come under the concern of TMA but of the concerned UC. All the union councils are given their allocated funds from the City Government, the Nazim said while also pointed out that UC 7 had not utilised its funds of the current financial year.

“This clearly depicts that the citizens are the only ones who suffer in the never ending blame game that goes on between two opposing political parties, said one on request of anonymity.


The Town Nazim however has said that the TMA would take up the matter after Muharram. “We’ll check if the drainage can be thoroughly cleaned in a mechanical way, otherwise a new sewerage line would have to be installed there,” he said.

This is not the only problem the occupants and residents of that area are facing. A number of other reasons have added to their extreme frustration. “There is no place for parking and the plot which could have been used as parking area has been encroached upon,” they pointed out the service stations, hotels, etc that are doing business on the plot.


The Town Nazim says that the TMA cannot do much about the encroachment as the KCHSU owns the power will reappear even if removed.


Another controversial issue is that the TMA has planned to develop a park on a vacant plot situated in front of the Ideal Centre. Though this is what the complainants in the area oppose saying that “that is the only place for parking left after the plot that is already encroached.” The Town Nazim persisted that the place was reserved to be developed as a park ever since and it cannot be left for the parking.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 20/01/2008)

Work on new drainage project in full swing

The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has started work on the new drainage project as per which three primary drains are being constructed on Khayaban-e-Shamsheer, Khayaban-e-Sehar and E Street. All the three drains terminate at Beach Avenue while numerous secondary drains will be interconnected to the main drains.


The project is being supervised by the DHA special cell headed by Brigadier Iftikhar Haider who disclosed that work on this project will be done in phases and the first phase will be completed by July 31 this year.

One of the main three routes of the drainage — Khayaban-e-Shamsheer — has already been dug up. This will be a 2.6km-long drain originating from Khayaban-e-Hafiz and terminating at Beach Avenue. “The drain will carry a single ‘cell’ of 1.5m from Khayaban-e-Hafiz to 26th Street while it will be divided into three cells (each of the same width) from 26th street onwards towards Beach Avenue,” DHA spokesperson, Colonel Naqvi told The News.


Likewise, the Khayaban-e-Sehar drain will carry one cell from Khayaban-e-Hafiz to Khayaban-e-Shaheen and three cells ahead towards Beach Avenue, while E Street will carry a single cell till 26th Street and two cells further on towards the avenue, explained Col Naqvi. “The contract of the Khayaban-e-Shamsheer and Sehar drains has been given to Techno Consultants, the same firm that worked on the Clifton drain project,” revealed the Director of the DHA Special Cell, Brig. Iftikhar, adding that “we are looking for other contractors for the rest of the project.”


The drainage project will take at least two to three years to be completed but DHA claims that the work will be done in a way that will facilitate residents even in the next monsoon. “Until the project gets completed, rainwater will be taken to the main outlets through pumps and other techniques ensuring no water accumulation in Defence,” he assured.


When asked whether or not the drain will touch/cover the low-lying areas as well, Brig. Iftikhar said for that, they will have to use water pumps to channel water into the outlets. The new project has been mainly designed to meet the requirements of phase five and six including its extension. This will partially serve phase four, two (plus extension) and phase one as well.


The DHA has allocated Rs750 million for the drainage project for the current financial year which will end on June 30. The special cell will also look after the side works including the desilting of old drains and some other minor developments in phase two and its extension.


It may be recalled that the residents of DHA faced great hardship in the last monsoon season due to the absence of a proper drainage system. As a matter of fact, Defence has been developed over the last decade while it was only last year that it rained unexpectedly.


The residents were outraged as rain water entered their homes, causing huge financial losses. It was only at that time that the authority realised the need for a drainage system. This was something they had been ignoring for a long time now. However, the last monsoon revealed the extent of their negligence on part the authorities, say residents.

Meanwhile, the Commander 5 Corps and President, DHA Executive Board, Lieutenant General Ahsan Azhar Hayat has reviewed the pace of progress of various projects in DHA in the executive board meeting held last Friday.


The board was informed that work on the new drainage system in DHA, as per the plan formulated by the consultant has commenced in the last week of December 2007. These drains are interconnected to numerous secondary drains for the complete drainage of storm water. Work on the desilting of existing storm water drains and the cleaning of sumps/sewerage lines will be initiated later to ensure a smooth drainage of rainwater in the next monsoon season.


The Administrator, DHA, Brig. Kamran Aziz Qazi briefed and updated the executive board on the progress of the on-going projects. The board was informed that DHA’s power and desalination project has been completed and is passing through the final confirmatory tests, says a press statement issued here on Monday. The cogeneration plant is likely to be inaugurated shortly.


The Executive Board also reviewed the problem of road levels in Sector A of DHA phase eight and approved the adjustments proposed by the consultant to prevent accumulation of rainwater.

The corps commander wanted further improvement in the garbage collection and cleanliness in DHA and granted his approval for the enhancement of the Non Utilisation Fund (NUF) charges to give impetus to the early construction of houses on open plots in DHA, which turned into huge ponds during the last monsoon.


The board approved in principle the revised/updated master plan of DHA phase eight. The revised master plan entails minimum plot adjustments without affecting their efficacy and value. The plan incorporates modern town planning features including a cul-de-sac concept that will help in improving the traffic ability, security and the overall layout of the area.

(By Aisah Masood, The News-20, 23/01/2008)

FEBRUARY

Sewerage project for katchi abadis in the doldrums
KARACHI, Feb 10: Work on a much-trumpeted sewerage system project worth over Rs1 billion for katchi abadis of the city has failed to kick off despite the passage of several years, while the sewage of hundreds of such settlements continues to flow into storm-water drains, which not only poses a serious threat to public health and the city’s environment, but also plays havoc with the life and property of the people in the rainy season.

The continuous flow of sewage from the 539 katchi abadis of the city into storm-water drains is a constant source of environmental and health hazards. Open drainage lines in these settlements often cause an outbreak of various diseases and solid waste blocks the city’s storm-water drains.


Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) said that the open sewerage systems of these settlements were not connected with the KWSB’s underground trunk sewers. Subsequently, their domestic waste flows into storm-water drains round the year, except for the rainy season. Since all the 64 nullahs of the city flow at their peak in the rainy season, domestic sewage of katchi abadis spreads onto the adjoining roads and streets. For several days filthy water remains stagnant there.


They said that both managers of the settlements -- the former Karachi Municipal Corporation and the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority -- had failed to install a comprehensive system of collectors, sub-mains and trunk sewers in katchi abadis. They did not even make any practical effort to direct the open sewerage lines of these settlements towards the three treatment plants of the KWSB, the sources said.


CDGK apathy

Though the Karachi Package, worth Rs29 billion, which a former city government had approved to carry out various development schemes under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme (TKP) after the city’s stakeholders had agreed to contribute their share toward the improvement of infrastructure, included more than Rs1 billion for the development of a complete sewerage system exclusively for the katchi abadis of the city, no progress has been made on this count.


Sources said that a huge chunk of the total Rs29bn was to be spent on water and sewerage schemes of the city’s planned area (Rs8 bn for sewerage and Rs4 bn for water schemes), along with the plan for the katchi abadis. The plan was duly cleared by the corps headquarters as well, they added.

However, they said that neither the previous city government nor the present one took any initiative to implement the scheme. They said that two separate systems for sewerage and storm-water drainage were laid in the early 1960s.

However, none of them was designed to cater to the needs of the katchi abadis. The storm-water drains are meant to take rainwater to 64 major nullahs, which drain into the Malir and Lyari rivers.


The comprehensive system for carrying domestic sewage and a huge underground pipeline network of more than 4,500 miles continued to function as a separate system, though no proper sewerage system existed in the city’s katchi abadis.

Asked if the plan of laying a comprehensive sewerage system in the katchi abadis is included in the proposed S-III project, the sources replied in the negative, saying that since it had already been proposed under the TKP, it was not made part of the S-III project.


The S-III project, which had already been okayed by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) is aimed at treating a maximum quantity of the total 400 million gallons of sewage generated daily in the city.

At present, all the three sewage treatment plants of the KWSB are treating only 80 of the total 400mgd of sewage, while the remaining untreated 320mgd is being disposed of in the sea, posing a serious threat to marine life and affecting vital port installations.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 11/02/2008)

Blocked drainage irks residents

The entire neighbourhood near teen talwar in Clifton has been extremely inconvenienced for the past 10 days, courtesy a blockage in the main drain in the area. Several streets behind the PSO Petrol Pump near teen talwar are currently inundated with sewerage.

It has become nearly impossible for the residents to move out their houses, and a large number of mosquitoes also seem to have taken up residence over the pools of sewage. A large number of mosquitoes have taken room over the sewage pools as well as inside the houses that have raised a fear of dengue amongst the residents. 


People in the area have complained about negligence on the part of authorities concerned who, instead of solving the problem immediately, are “taking the situation very easy.” “All this has disturbed our lives,” complained Mrs Hasan, a resident of Midway Towers, situated in the vicinity. She said that her children couldn’t go to school and college for the past week and being a working woman, it had become difficult for her to do her job properly.


Although the union councilor concerned had sent sweepers to the area but they gave up after a few attempts of poking into the drain opening. Since the area comes under the jurisdiction of Saddar town Union Council (UC) 10, the Union Councilor concerned, Shamsheer Alam, said that it was not possible to open the drain manually and they had asked the UC administration to get the required machines from the city government.


As the height of apathy, the concerned UC Nazim, who is supposed to be the most relevant official to resolve this problem, was oblivious of the situation. The Nazim, Muhammad Khalil responded by saying that he would look into the matter. “We have been in crises and are running from one official to the other for prompt action on this. The situation however, has only become worse as time passes by,” residents complained.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 26/02/2008)

MARCH

Drainage project progressing smoothly

A representative delegation of the Defence Society Residents Associations (DSRA) visited the project site at Beach Avenue DHA here on Monday where the project consultant gave them an in-depth briefing on the development of a new storm water drainage system in the area.


The project of developing a modern drainage system for DHA was initiated after the devastating monsoon rains last year. A sum of Rs7.5 million has been earmarked for the phase 1 of the project which will be completed by 31 July, this year, before the advent of next monsoon season. The entire drainage project would be completed in 3-4 years while the essential infrastructure would be completed before July.

The work on construction of three main trunk drains (MTDs) on Khayaban-e-Sehar and ‘E’ street commenced in December 2007 and will be completed before the coming monsoons. The work on three more MTDs being constructed on B Street, 5th Street and Kh-e-Muhaffiz in DHA will also commence shortly. The delegation appreciated the quality of work and design parameters of the project.

(The News-14, 04/03/2008)

Households to pay tax for garbage collection


KARACHI: The residents of Karachi will now have to pay between 100 rupees to 1,000 rupees, depending on plot size, as a tax for garbage collection.


The new tax – Public Utility Charges – was approved by the City Council during its session Thursday. The new tax was vehemently opposed by the Opposition parties but was passed by a majority.

The resolution to impose the tax was presented by Abdul Jalil who said that the city government was facing a severe shortage of funds and the money would help it improve the city’s overall civic facilities. “The new tax will be implemented on all households, commercial and industrial units in the range of Rs 100 to Rs 5,000 on a monthly basis for the door-to-door collection of waste,” he said. A five-member committee has been formed to prepare a report on any suggestions or reservations the public may have and it will be presented in the House. 


The House also adopted four other resolutions - increasing funds for the Parks and Horticulturist Department, allowing officers to spend daily allowances on a new scale, allowing Rs 200 as a daily allowance for members of union councils. 

As the proceedings started, members from both sides discussed the major power breakdown. A debate on KESC was started by Javed Jadoon from the treasury benches and Sheikh Mehboob-ur-Rehman and Rafiq Ahmed joined in. Asif Siddiqi, the Leader of the House, suggested that a joint resolution should be passed by the City Council to pressure Wapda officials. They also condemned the recent 45-paisa raise on each KESC unit and argued that it should apply to current bills. 


Convenor Nasreen Jalil also members to present suggestions rather than highlight the same old issues but these directions were not heeded as most of the council members had left for what they said was to perform ‘development work’ in their UCs. 


Nonetheless, Rafiq Ahmed once again went after the delay in the release of nine million rupees for UCs. “In the previous session, the convenor had asked for a committee to be formed but we don’t think this is needed because the money was allocated already in the budget. It should just be released without any further delay,” he said.

He also mentioned that the city government was paying million of rupees in salaries for thousands of new jobs in KWSB, the community police and health departments but delaying UC money was depriving people at the grassroots level. 


Some of the treasury members had criticized the role of Opposition members for creating chaos in the House whenever public issues were raised. And especially when Jalil ended the debate on UC funds, they started shouting slogans and banging their desks. 


Saeed Ghani said that the treasury members were deliberately misleading the House as the city government should clarify where the allocated funds have been spent. The convenor suspended the session for 30 minutes for a prayer break. But when it resumed, senior presiding officer Masood Mehmood chaired the session and adjourned it within one minute as most of the members were not present. 

The session will resume on Tuesday (March 11, 2008) at 3:30 pm.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 07/03/2008)

Rains were putting 50-fold load on DHA drains: engg


KARACHI: The monsoon rains were increasing the load of water on DHA’s old drains fifty-fold which is why the authority has been laying a new 18,714 metre long web of main trunk drainage covering 12 main avenues from Phase I to VII. According to Dr Muhammad Bashir Lakhani of the project’s Techno Consultants, 75 percent of the work will be done before July 31.


“The main focus of the project is to divide sewerage water and storm water drains for an efficient outfall in case of heavy rains,” Lakhani told Daily Times. He explained that because of the excess water in the drains during the monsoons, about fifty times the normal flow, there was an urgent need for extra drains which were not provided in DHA’s original plan. Furthermore, the master plan for the new drainage has been designed keeping in mind the past fifty years of rapid growth and development. 

[image: image1.jpg]


The underdeveloped Phase VIII is not part of the master plan as there is other development work on priority for it and separate consultants, Osmani Consultants, have been engaged. 


The DHA administration came under severe criticism last year when the area was inundated and channels had to be dug up to the beach to let the water drain. But now the authority appears to have braced for the monsoons in advance by nearing the completion of phase one of the sewerage and storm water drain project. 


“The residents of DHA will be relieved to know that this year they won’t have to face the misery of being stranded inside their homes or in a pool of rain water during the monsoons,” claimed DHA Public Relations Director Col Rafat Naqvi. 


Stagnant water has destroyed many roads and streets over the last few summers. Ditches, potholes and craters, even on major arteries such as main Khayaban-e-Bahria, Sehar, Saba, Janbaz, Delton commercial, Badar commercial, Tauheed commercial and Shahbaz commercial areas have became a nuisance. In some areas of DHA, the contaminated rain water even entered the garages of houses and residents complained it found its way into their under-water tanks. 

“In 2006, the city received 250 mm of unprecedented rainfall which was more than it had received in the past few years of heavy rain, causing a crisis and misery to the residents of DHA and, Bath Island, Clifton,” said Naqvi. “The 750-million-rupee first phase of the project will make a huge difference this year.” 

DHA is providing the budget for the project and it has not generated the funds through tax recoveries, explained Naqvi. “DHA is not responsible for collecting taxes as this is the job of Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC)” 


Lakhani said that the work has been divided in various phases and has a deadline of 2010, by which all the major developmental work in the DHA will be complete. “We will plan and design the second phase priority project by October this year so it can be executed as soon as possible,” said Lakhani.


The avenues that come under the MTD are:

1. Kh-e-Shamsheer to Kh-e-Shujaat

2. Kh-e-Sehar to Kh-e-Hafiz

3. E-St to Kh-e-Shaheen crossing

4. B-St to 25th St

5. Kh-e-Bahria to Saba Ave

6. Kh-e-Mohafiz to 21st St

7. 5th St via Kh-e-Sehar to Creek

8. Comm Ave to main Kh-e-Bahria (for remodeling)

9. 12th Lane to Kh-e-Bahria (for remodeling)

10. Korangi Drain to South Seaview Ave (for remodeling) 

11. Hockey Stadium (Phase V) to Kh-e-Sehar 

12. Kh-e-Mujahid-Beach Avenue to 26th St

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 09/03/2008)

Overflowing sewage, encroachments irk residents of Saddar

Spread over an area of 54 square kilometres with a population of 1.2 million, Saddar town has thrice the number of problems as compared to the other towns, and the least number of resources. A faulty sewerage system, heavy encroachments, parking issues and the traffic nuisance are just some of the problems afflicting the town. Furthermore, the complaints made by the residents remain unaddressed to date.


Sewerage: A major issue of the town is the sewerage situation. Saddar, which is seven feet below the Lyari River, has its sewage pumped out with the help of pumping machines. There are only two main pumping stations in the town – one is the Jamila pumping station (JPS) built in 1894 while the other is at Clifton from where the sewage goes to Mehmoodabad for treatment and then to the sea. Unfortunately, the Jamila Pumping station (JPS) is too obsolete to function properly.


With the increased water consumption at specific times during the day (for example, prayer times), the load on the drains increase, because of which they overflow almost every other day.

It is because of this that residents have to take detours (which are more time-consuming than the actual route) to get to mosques. The area people also complain complain that garbage continues to pile at dumping sites as it is rarely collected and the sweepers don’t perform their duties regularly either.


Encroachments: Another major issue that the town suffers from is the illegal encroachment of pavements and roads. This problem is most acute in areas such as Empress Market, Tibet Centre and Regal Chowk.

In fact, at Empress Market, vendors on tri-cycles or with pushcarts sell different kinds of products from tooth paste and powder to the clothes and they have occupied more than half of the roads in the area. 


A resident from Union Council (UC) 8 complained about the encroachments near his house, saying that “this is a residential area but the people are indulging in commercial activities here and no one is there to stop them.”


Vendors have admitted that they bribe the town staff. Thus, when the government bodies are carrying out the anti-encroachment drive, these disappear for a while taking all their push carts to the nearby areas and reappear as soon as the town staff gives them the green signal. Similarly, shopkeepers near Empress Market have admitted that the encroachers bribe the town staff.

A similar situation has developed at the Regal bus stop where food items are sold openly on footpaths but the town staff continues to ignore this rather than penalising these vendors. A few months back, Saddar town had taken strict action by removing these encroachments but these vendors have reappeared.


Overcrowding: Saddar town becomes overcrowded during the day with two million ‘outsiders’ (those who come from other towns to Saddar for purposes of business or otherwise) which is twice the size of Saddar town’s population. These people use the electricity, water and other town resources and at the end of the day, they litter and make a mess of things, revealed the Town Nazim, Muhammad Dilawar. He gave the example of North Nazimabad in this regard, saying that the town’s population is 0.8million which decreases to 0.6million in the day.


Parking: The parking problem in the town goes hand in hand with encroachments. Thousands of visitors entering Saddar town (besides traders and employers) are unable to park their vehicles here besides those who live there. Salamat Ali Khan, a resident of Burns Road, said that “I cannot park my car until the hustle and bustle comes to an end late at night,” Khan told The News.


Bus routes: Most buses, whether they come from Landhi or New Karachi, pass through Saddar town, a common route used by most transporters. One wonders why all buses must pass through Saddar, regardless of where they are coming from, and end up at Tower. 


Stray dogs: One of the major issues that residents of Burns Road suffer from are the stray dogs that keep on barking the whole night and appear early in the morning when the people leave for Fajr prayers. “They not only disturb the residents of the area but also harass children,” complained one resident.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 12/03/2008)

Life in the gutters – literally and figuratively

Karachi’s sanitation workers — the men and women who clean the city’s streets, gutters and sewers — live and die in debt as the city ignores their existence and continues to let them slide deeper into poverty despite tall claims to the contrary. Termed “Bhangis,” a derogatory term, these men, women and their families have sold themselves into debt as they meet social obligations and other commitments. 


The majority of the sanitation staff have taken loans on high interest rates and the minimum interest rate they pay is between 10 and 20 per cent per month as against 20 per cent per annum charged by banks. They usually end up deeper in debt because this is compound interest that they are charged and the loans come from money lenders as banks would have nothing to do with them. They have no collateral. “All we have is ourselves and our prayers,” laments one worker. 


Yousaf Maseeh, a sanitary worker, borrowed Rs40,000 from a money lender to have his elder daughter married earlier this year. 


Now he is paying Rs4,000 per month as interest in addition to the principal amount that he is returning. Another sweeper, Patras Sardar, borrowed Rs6,000 from the moneylender on the death of his mother to perform last rituals. Now he has to pay Rs600 as interest every month, that is in addition to the principal. 


When granting loans, money lenders make sure that their money is secure. They even accompany such persons when they withdraw their salaries from some banks and get their interest on the spot. 

Almost all the sanitation workers belong to the Christian Community. They are on the payroll of different towns and Union councils. 


Their work includes sweeping of roads, streets, collecting of garbage and proper disposal. There is a cadre in the sanitation staff which is trained to remove blockages from the sewerage drains. This type of sanitation staff is known as ‘Kundimen’.


There are several places where they reside but most live in Azam Bast where approximately 1,000 families live. Most of them here work either with different UCs of Jamshed Town or with the Cantonment Boards.

They are paid salaries according to pay scale One. To enhance their income, they even solicit private work. For this, they charge between Rs50 and Rs100. 


The sanitation staff say that they are called by residents when gutters are blocked. However, rarely are they called when the streets are not swept, as people do not consider this to be a problem in many areas. 


Yousaf Maseeh has served as sweeper for the last 25 years. Officially designated a sweeper, he is serving in UC Azam Basti as a Kundiman. “I am not getting the benefit of a Kundiman which are usually given, such as soap, towel oil and, above all, overtime,” he laments.


The official work timing starts at 6 a.m. and ends at 11 a.m. The second shift starts at 2 p.m. and ends at 5 p.m. The Kundiman’s shift starts from 9 a.m. and runs up to 2 p.m. 


Yousaf Maseeh has four daughters and two sons. One of his daughters, Kiran, did her graduation and now she is working at a local hospital as a receptionist. His son Babar, however, dropped out after primary school. 

It is Yousaf Maseeh’s dream to educate all his children. He is a good man and a good father. He donated his kidney to save his Babar, his son, when both Babar’s kidneys failed. “But I know I have no respect outside my home. I am just a Bhangi,” he says bitterly. 


While Maseeh plans to support his family and both he and his wife earn to make ends meet, most members of the community have turned to drugs for solace. More than a half of the sanitary workers are into substance abuse. Many take drugs before entering gutters — for obvious reaons: “otherwise we would never venture in.”

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 19/03/2008)

Uncovered drain on 8000 Road claims four lives

Criminal negligence on the part of the authorities concerned claimed four lives late Saturday night after a car fell into an unprotected open drain passing under Chamra Chowrangi in the Korangi Industrial Area (KIA).


Eyewitnesses said that the accident took place due to over speeding and the darkness in the area. However, the commuters that use the aforesaid route regularly said that the place in question was very risky for motorists and there could be more casualties if the open drain there was not covered.

It is worth mentioning here that a motorcyclist fell in the same drain a couple of months ago. The aforementioned drain is neither protected with any fence nor is there is a traffic emergency sign to guide motorists who are not familiar with this road. Making it even more dangerous for commuters is the fact that no lights have been installed at the place due to which the drain is not visible in the evening and night time.


“I have been seeing this open drain for the last six months or so,” said a passerby motorcyclist who works in a garment factory in the same area. He adds: “Someone using this road for the first time will hardly have any idea about the danger associated with this unsecured drain since it passes under the road below the roundabout - making it invisible for oncoming traffic on both sides.” Due to its location, he said, it becomes visible only at the last moment when one has already taken a sharp turn along the roundabout; even a little mistake can result in the falling of vehicles into the drain.”


The Landhi and Korangi Industrial Area Road (also known as ‘8000 Road’), say sources, is a project of the city government, but is being constructed by a construction company associated with the armed forces. Chamra Chowrangi falls within the jurisdiction of the Korangi Town. According to the contract, sources added, the contractors would not only carpet the road but also install traffic signs, streetlights and reflectors. Additionally, they were to put up road signs and repair all the roundabouts on this road. 


Asked why the drain was not covered or protected, the sources said that every roundabout on this road had to be reduced in size and the covering of the drain, being part of the roundabout, would be completed after the former effort was complete. Similarly, the installation of traffic signs, streetlights and road markings would be done after the road was completed. 


The major portion of this road from Brooks Chowrangi (also known as Godam Chowrangi) to Feature Mor has been completed, while the portion from Feature Mor up to Dawood Chowrangi is yet to be.


When contacted, Nazim Korangi Town, Arif Khan Advocate, said that they had already commenced an inquiry into this matter. “We have called for a meeting on Monday (today) in which I will discuss the inquiry report,” he said, adding, “We will discuss where the problem lies and take a decision that is in the larger public interest and solve the problem.”

It is worth mentioning here that the aforesaid thoroughfare is mainly used by heavy vehicles that have caused several deep trenches on the incomplete portion of the road, which then endangers commuters and their vehicles. The town administration of Landhi, said town sources, sent their staff and machinery to fill in the ditches to avoid mishaps but the contractors didn’t allow them saying it was not their job.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 31/03/2008)

APRIL

Around Rs50m spent on sewerage

“The biggest problem that is present within the town is the sewerage problem. We have a lot of contaminated water because of substandard sewerage lines,” says the Town Nazim, Hafiz Usama Qadri. “Because of that we pulled out the back line, and replaced it in the front. We have been using a lot of PE piping system which can tolerate a lot of pressure as well as being durable,” he adds.


Qadri says that the town has spent around Rs50 million on the sewerage system and now “around 80 per cent of the work has been completed,” he says.


Qadri also says that a lot of CC flooring has also been done this year for localities that have narrow streets so they cannot be carpeted. “Besides this we are building a community centre in UC 10, so that the people do not encroach on streets for weddings,” he says.


An idea that Qadri is inclined towards is the use of solar energy for several places. He says that he has held meetings with a few multinationals and is interested in using this as a source of energy. 

“We are also recruiting young men who can work for the community policing. They will be keeping a check over the roads and traffic management and will report to the city police. The traffic problem at Daak Khana and Liaquatabad, for example, will be handled by them as well,” he adds.


Main features

— Boundaries: Teen Hatti Bridge, Karimabad Bridge, Gharibabad/Orangi Nullah, Lasbellah Bridge and Major Arshad Shaheed Bridge

— Main roads: Nawab Ali Siddiqui Road, S.M. Taufiq Road, Sharae Ibn-e-Sina, Sir Shah Suleiman Road, Altaf Hussain Barelvi Road

— Main structures: Liaquat Flyover, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Sindh Government Hospital, Nazimabad Bridge, Major Arshad Shaheed Bridge, Nazimabad Underpass, Liaquatabad Underpass, Gharibabad Underpass

— Schools (local bodies wing): 43

— Colleges: 7

— Police Stations: 7

— Mosques: 165

— Mandirs: 6

— Churches: 13 

— Katchi abadis: More than 30

(The News-20, 23/04/2008)

Choked drains, street crime plague Shah Faisal Town

Spread over 12 square kilometres, Shah Faisal Town is located in the eastern side of the metropolis. As per the 1998 census, the total population of the town is one million, with seven union councils. Shah Faisal Town is surrounded by Malir, Gulshan, Korangi and Landhi towns.


A major portion of the town is known as Shah Faisal Colony. In addition to this, there are numerous societies and Katchi Abadis present here and people from different ethnic and political backgrounds reside in this town. There are some important storm water drains that fall in the jurisdiction of this town including the Chakora Nullah and the Malir River. 


Among the several parks that have been constructed in the town recently, the Quaid Park and Hasrat Mohani Park are fully equipped to entertain the general public, especially children. Furthermore, the Town Municipal Administration (TMA) has given top priority to the provision of clean drinking water followed by a proper sewerage system and construction of roads. Other concerns include providing a clean and healthy environment and removing encroachments by marking hawker zones.


Though the Shah Faisal Town administration has completed several projects that provide relief to the locals, a random survey of different areas in the town shows that people in certain areas still have complaints regarding the lack of basic facilities and the slow pace of work.


Scarcity of drinking water and contamination of the same, choked storm water drains and sewerage lines and encroachments are the major issues of the town. Additionally, there are complaints from specific areas regarding the dilapidated condition of roads and lack of cooperation from the authorities concerned. Furthermore, power theft and illegal connections are also adding to the misery of the people. Finally, street crimes in the area are also on the rise. In fact, it may not be wrong to say that Shah Faisal Town is one of the most vulnerable areas in the city in terms of street crime.


“We have been without drinking water for the last 18 months,” said a senior resident of Green Town who wished to remain anonymous. “This is because the valve men take money from certain people and only supply water to them. They also support the tanker mafia, which is a nuisance,” he added. “It costs us more than Rs500 per tanker, which we cannot afford to buy. Thus, we are compelled to use boring water.”

He also said that their water share is stolen and sold outside the town. This is done by the valve men and tanker mafia. He also said that they have complained to the town but staff to no avail. Recently, however, the town has started receiving water but the residents are not sure whether this is permanent. 


“Despite paying the taxes and monthly water bills, we are deprived of this facility,” complained a resident of Azeempura. Disappointed with the performance of the town administration, he added that “we have complained to our UC Nazim several times who says that Town Nazim does not release funds.” The fact of the matter is that places such as Azeempura and Millat Town are not the primary vote bank for the Nazim’s party, thus the lack of facilities. “They have not carried out any development work in this area,” he lamented. “The staff is usually absent and if one man is present at the pumping station, he says that the key is with the other person therefore he cannot run the pump,” he added. “Also, there is no fixed time for the water supply. Thus, to store water, we stay up the whole night because we don’t know when the water will be supplied,” he explained.


The resident also alleged that some elected people have carried out development work in areas where they live but not the other areas. A similar complaint was received from a resident of Natha Khan Goth.


During the survey, The News also learnt that several storm water drains in the town are full of garbage and, therefore, remain blocked. Similarly, most sewerage lines are also choked while on several occasions, people have complained about the contamination of drinking water with sewage.

“Water contamination takes place due to a technical fault on the part of the builders who construct these societies,” said a senior resident of Green Town. “Previously, both the drinking water pipelines as well as the sewerage lines were laid on the same side of the roads and since they are decades old, there are leakages which result in contamination,” he added. “Some people acquired taken illegal connections but they wouldn’t have had to do that if the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) had provided them with clean drinking water,” he added.


Speaking on the issue of water contamination, a resident of Natha Khan Goth said, “Due to contamination, an average consumer ends up wasting a lot of water from a tap before they can obtain clean water.” He further said that these lines are ill-planned as the drinking water pipeline is passing through a storm water drain where people throw garbage. “If drinking water pipelines are separated from sewerage lines the problem can be solved,” he added. “Otherwise we will keep suffering from endemic diseases,” he feared. 


Another problem is encroachments. According to the survey, some of the important roads of the town have been entrenched upon by vendors and shopkeepers while at various points, mechanics (auto workshops) have considerably caused the width of the roads. Moreover, on some points even the storm water drains have been encroached upon as well.

Almost all the storm water drains of Shah Faisal town have been blocked due to piles of garbage especially plastic bags dumped into the same. Once again, the town administration appears helpless in this regard as they clean them sporadically.


Furthermore, a large number of people from almost all union councils of Shah Faisal Town complain that the frequency of street crime in their town is very high and every day at least one person, if not more, is robbed of his/her valuables. “There are many places where there is no lighting and no police patrolling,” said a resident of Shah Faisal Colony No 3. Similarly, residents of Natha Khan Goth, Sadat Colony, Green Town, Millat Town and Azeempura in particular have several complaints regarding street crimes.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 28/04/2008)

MAY

Contaminated water kills 17 and paralyzes hundreds


KARACHI: Forty-eight year old Sahanti was lying on the sand inside her traditional Thari hut and her daughter was trying to ease her pain by massaging her head. She has been lying in this position for the last 26 years with lower body paralysis, and experts say that underground supplies of water, contaminated with high quantities of fluoride, are responsible for her paralysis.

She lives in Achhro Thar (White Desert), 80 km from Khipro, District Sanghar, and 50 km from the Indian border. Her three sons and one daughter, while normal, have teeth discolored by the water supply.


The residents in her village told Daily Times that in the last three years, at least 17 from the Hajam and Rajar clan have died and dozens have been paralyzed. The Ideal Rural Development Programme (IRDP), a local organization, organized a visit of the area for journalists and the residents shared never-ending stories of their miseries.

“Many of those who died were disabled before their death and civil society workers say they died because of the contaminated water,” said Muhammad Hashim Hajam, chieftain of the Thooraho village.


For most, the Thar Desert brings to mind beautiful natural scenes with women in traditional colorful attire carrying pitchers, walking between the dunes, and some artists are dying to paint such scenes, but in reality locals face horrible conditions. “Behind these scenes, the reality is that women and children have to walk miles in the summer to get potable water. Besides that, fluoride causes children to look much older than they are, causing white hair, curved backs, and wrinkles,” said Wakeel Rajar of the Chowanro Goth.


Almost every child has a thick layer of fluoride on their teeth, making their smiles a dirty yellow, dashing their self-confidence against the rocks and making many socially unacceptable for marriage.

“When I talked to my cousin in Khipro about the engagement of my son with her daughter, he refused mentioning the teeth color of my son,” said Satar Rajar.


Experts say that fluoride levels have increased alarmingly. “The international standard for fluoride level in potable water is one g per liter, but in this area, it is more than 17 g,” said University of Karachi Department of Geology Prof. Dr Shahid Naseem, who has visited about 400 small villages of Thar to get water samples for laboratory testing. The source of the fluoride is likely underground granite mountains, he said.

He said that although granite mountains have been present since ancient times, environmental changes and increasing population are causing the increase in fluoride levels.


The increased fluoride levels affect teeth, bone, nervous system, senses and movement, while the increased salts in the body cause increased blood pressure, which damages the kidneys. 


Since there is no state-run medical facility in the area, the people receive eclectic prescriptions, said IRDP President Muhammad Ali Kumbhar, who added that many would rather visit spiritual healers than visit doctors in a city.


Sindh Graduates Association Khipro representatives tested water samples from 12 villages of Achhro Thar and found that in 8 villages, the water is dangerous for human consumption. “Safe chloride levels are 250 mg per liter, whereas we found 2,144 mg per liter on average. Levels of TDS are 5,414 mg per liter, against the allowed level of 1,000 mg per liter,” said Muhammad Ali Lashari.

He said that the new government must provide fresh river water. “It is not that difficult, as the Nara Canal is only about 60 km away and all the government has to do is lay a pipeline, which will protect human life in the area,” said Lashari.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 04/05/2008)

Shrinking natural drains a growing threat

The land mafia in connivance with the local administration has started occupying rivers and natural storm water drains in Bin Qasim Town, which may play havoc with the communities residing near the rivers in the monsoon season, as the Met Department forecast more rains this year.

Encroachers are grabbing land inside the Malir River, Sukhan River, Ganiaro River and many other storm water drains and designing plots for selling to people, who are unaware of the disastrous floods in the monsoon season, former Bin Qasim Town Nazim, Syed Khudadino Shah, said.

The land grabbers have already occupied the precious land of the Malir River near both sides of the Quaidabad Bridge, creating problems to displace more families residing on the river banks. The monsoon season is nearer and flood water as usual may play havoc with the people, who are seen building their shelters in the river bed, he said.


In Ganiaro River, around 1400 acre land had been occupied by certain people manipulating the real revenue record, Shah told The News. They have developed factories and residential societies on this river, which is an obvious threat to the environment. These factories are dumping entire waste into the nearby storm water drains, which has caused death of hundreds of animals, he added.


Khudadino Shah said when he was town Nazim, he approached the provincial government to save the environment and possible displacement of the local people but all had gone in vain, as the authorities failed to pay heed over the cry.


The Malir River flows flood water in the monsoon season. Every year it causes huge loss of animals and destroying shelters near the river banks, said Yaqoob Khaskheli, Malir Bachayo Ittehad Convener. He told The News that he had approached the concerned police and civil administration of Bin Qasim Town to take notice of this illegal encroachment and take safety measures before the forthcoming monsoons.


Khaskheli said around 100 acre area has been encroached by the land mafia in the Malir River and these people may grab more area creating man-made hurdles for the residents.


Reducing the capacity of the river through encroachment and building shelters inside the river bed may be disastrous for the people of many localities, situated at a little distance from the river banks, he warned.

Earlier some people used to cultivate few acres of land on sewerage water in the Malir River, growing seasonal vegetables but the land mafia had forced them to leave and grabbing the entire abandoned area for commercial use, which is damaging the environment, the activists said.


Sami Memon, another area activist said it is common phenomenon in the Bin Qasim Town, where the land grabbers are occupying land, manipulating revenue records. He said the concerned authorities must be aware of this practice and should take notice themselves but so far they are silent spectators. 

Taking gravel from the river beds in the neighbourhood has already created problems for the local people. But the encroachment in the river bed is dangerous as the monsoon season starts in June every year.


The Malir Bachayo Ittehad has appealed to the Sindh chief minister, provincial police chief and other authorities to look into the matter sympathetically as the lives and livelihood of hundreds of local people are at stake. The activists said the Revenue Department itself should take action as it is either being ignored or black sheep within the organisation are playing a game. In this regard, reluctance of the area police officials has been witnessed regarding registering complaints of area people against the land grabbers.

(The News-19, 07/05/2008)

KWSB bill scheme goes down the drain


KARACHI: A bill payment scheme enlisting the help of town and UC nazims across Karachi has failed completely as not a single one out of 178 union councils of 18 towns has done the work properly. 

“After announcing this package, the water board paid some of the union council nazims from its own pocket to motivate them but all of this went in vain,” said Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) Chief Revenue Officer Mehmood Qadir while talking to Daily Times. “The bill collection from household consumers has not improved.” 


While Qadir was reluctant to give any numbers of bill-paying consumers, sources in the revenue department said that not more than 10 percent pay their bills regularly. 


The KWSB has a total of 1.4 million consumers and around 5,000 bulk consumers but is receiving only 965,734 rupees. Most bills don’t reach the consumers due to staff negligence.


People would pay their bills on time, but arrears discourage them to deal with the water board. 

“The KWSB has been including a 5 percent payment for previous dues in the new monthly bills on the condition of improved service but a majority of people want all outstanding dues to be done away with, which is very difficult,” said one of the UC nazims of Jamshed Town.


A resident of F.B. Area, Malik Nawaz, suggested that the water board should end its hydrant service and regulate the supply throughout the week to motivate consumers to pay their water bills as they pay for other utility services such as electricity, gas and telephone. 


Otherwise, with an irregular supply, the majority of people are forced to spend a large amount of their income on water supplies. As a result more than two dozen companies are selling filtered or mineral water. 

According to a survey conducted by Daily Times, people rely more on bottled water now. According to one water board official, even a paan shop will sell bottled water for which people can spend up to 1,000 rupees each month. 


In many slums located in Landhi, Malir, Shah Faisal, Korangi, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Jamshed towns water is stolen from KWSB pipelines or illegally obtained for a fee of Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,500. “Water is one basic need for every human and people have to get illegal connections with the connivance of KWSB officials,” said Arif Soomro, a resident of Manzoor Colony. 


KWSB official Qadir Hussain conceded that people, especially those living in unauthorized areas, have no proper documents to their houses which encourages them to obtain water connections illegally. “They tamper with lines to acquire various connections ranging between 0.5 inches to two inches in diameter,” he said. 

People have to also construct water reservoirs in their houses because the water board supply is unreliable or non existent. According to Shahid Ali, a contractor from New Karachi with 22 years in this field, he has not constructed a single house without an underground water tank or overhead tank. “If the water supply was regular,” he said, “people could save 5 to 10 percent of the cost of construction.” People prefer 10x10 feet underground tanks that cost an estimated Rs 15,000 to Rs 150,000.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 24/05/2008)

Narrowing of storm water drains causing alarm

Several of Karachi’s land grabbers are now closing off the mouth of storm water drains by building walls and warehouses, which leads the rainy water to flow into the mud houses of the poor, who cannot afford building barriers.


Some influential people have built a wall in the vicinity of Baloch Mohalla, Mauripur with the connivance of the local administration. They later sold the piece of land to an exporter, who established a huge warehouse on the main waterway. Last year, heavy rains proved to be a nightmare for the area people because water flooded their houses at midnight. To deal with this, they tried to create a channel for the water to protect their inundating homes. Even their effort to dig up the newly built Hawkes Bay road went in vain as the other side from the backwater sea (old salt industry plots) was already occupied by certain businessmen for warehouses. Since then it has become a hassle for the local people. 

It was one of the major old storm water drains that carried urban waste and rainy water in monsoons to the backwater sea. However, the recent prediction of the Meteorological Department regarding early start of the monsoon and more downpours is worrying the locals, as their homes are no longer safe.


Kausar Sadiq, an area activist, said that local people themselves have been involved in this sort of encroachment, expanding residential plots, grabbing lands along side the drains, thus causing a reduction in its natural width. Some conniving residents have even joined hands with land grabbers occupying storm channels in the area. “The activity is politically motivated, hence common people’s voice is ineffective in the corridors of power,” he added. The influence of the land grabbers can be gauged from this as no body is ready to challenge their authority and demolish these encroachments, he explained.


Mowach Goth drain, another waterway, flowing from upper parts of Gadap and Baldia towns via Manghopir, has also created problems for the residents of Budhni village and Latif Colony, Keamari Town. Land grabbers have encroached upon a large area of the natural waterway from its mouth before entering the backwater sea. Since the encroachers have occupied 50 per cent of the space, the channel, when it receives floodwater, causes displacement of the people. “When the flood water recedes, the stench of sewage is left behind and we have to clean our homes several times so that we can breathe easy,” said Bilal Baloch, a local activist. 


The Union Council (UC) Mauripur Nazim, Allah Bux Baloch, said that people migrating from outside can easily occupy drains after bribing the local police officials as buying plots in the neighbourhood is too costly. He said that the people have complained to the Keamari Town Nazim as well as the City Nazim and have raised the issue in the City Council sessions several times, but no action has been taken so far. Baloch claimed that he has also had a meeting with the newly appointed Local Bodies Minister, Siraj Durrani, and submitted a letter to him to demolish the encroachments over rainy waterways before the start of the monsoon season because the floodwater will cause displacement of more and more people. 


Unfortunately, however, the encroachment has become a political issue and officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) are facing fierce resistance from the occupants. City planners say that the structure of Karachi city has a natural slope but man-made changes in the drainage have resulted in hardship for the people. Now it is feared that if climate change occurs and the downpour starts, the city may drown because encroachers are found engaged in closing all means of the drainage and sewerage system in many areas of the city.


In 1728, the estuary of the Hub River, which then formed the port of Kharak Bunder, silted up due to heavy rains. Its residents, thus, chose to relocate to the Bay of Karachi, 18 miles east of Kharak Bunder, and established a small town in its vicinity. From 1841 to 1941, Karachi experienced an average annual growth rate of three per cent and its population grew from 14,000 to 435,000. In many places of the city with 16 million inhabitants, the chocking points and culverts of the drains are full of filth from which the storm water cannot pass.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 26/05/2008)

DHA to pump rainwater for high road levels


KARACHI: The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has started reviewing complaints from residents from some sectors of Ph VIII who say that development has left their houses below or at road level, putting them at risk during the monsoons.

“According to the old master plan, the roads were constructed without a proper engineering design,” explained Zeeshan a resident of sector-A DHA Ph VIII. “But in the recent development and construction of new bungalows it emerged that the road and gate levels were the same. This could cause a lot of problems if there are heavy rains.” 


The DHA’s recarpeting and sewerage work has also had the same effect. Last year, scores of residents complained that their underwater tanks were contaminated with storm water during the monsoons. There were reports that cars had been destroyed along with entire ground floors.


Not only is monsoon flooding feared, but a house’s drainage system could also be affected if the road is at the same level or higher. Real estate value could also be affected. 


DHA spokesman Col (retd) Raffat Naqvi told Daily Times that the problem was being tackled by the DHA administration and compulsory measures were being taken to address the concerns of people living in the houses that were affected. 

“DHA has decided to redesign the storm water drainage and ultimately, road levels will go below existing driveways,” he said. Until then, storm water will be pumped out in affected areas such as Sector A. Gravity drainage has been planned in other sectors of Ph VIII. 


Naqvi said that DHA has to bear the extra installation, operation and maintenance costs for the pumping arrangements but he felt that it would tackle the problem. “Work is already underway after the storm water drainage system was designed,” he said.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 31/05/2008)
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Factory dumps waste after road building damages sewer


KARACHI: Damage to a sewerage pipeline in Korangi Industrial Area for road construction means that a small dying factory has been hiring tankers to dump its chemical waste into a nearby nullah.

[image: image2.jpg]


X Dying Factory, not its real name, is a small industrial unit in the Korangi industrial area, responsible for dying clothes with different textile (chemical-based) dyes. Last month, the construction of a new road, from Korangi crossing to the PAF base, disturbed the sewerage network used by the factory. The factory administration was, itself, shocked to find that during the 20-hour workday, they discharge around 310,000 gallons of contaminated effluent. 

“When the sewerage system got damaged, we were asked to drain the effluent,” said Muhammad Saleem, the tanker service contractor. His company owns three tankers, but the factory needed 10 tankers to do four rounds a day to get the job done. 


One water tanker has a capacity of around 6,000 gallons. They transport around 250,000 gallons of waste every day. “Beside our tankers, two trailers of 10,000 gallons each, are also carrying waste three times a day from the factory, contributing to around 60,000 gallons of effluent. A total of 310,000 gallons of waste is disposed,” he said. 

The CDGK Works & Services Department initiated work on a double-track four kilometer long road from Korangi Crossing to the PAF base in April 2008 but the scheme disturbed the sewerage system of many industrial units in the way. The scheme will take two months to complete, learnt Daily Times through Sami Soomro, a civil engineer working on the road. 

There are 4,500 industrial units in the Korangi industrial area out of which 300 are tanneries, noted the Korangi Association of Trade and Industries (KATI), chairman, Fazal-e-Jalil. These tanneries are producing dangerous chemical waste. It is not the waste from the tanneries alone, but all the industries in the area, that is being poured into the smaller sewerage drains from where it is making its way into the Korangi ‘nullah’ and eventually to the Arabian Sea. The effluent is not being treated and environmentalists have expressed grave concern over such practices, saying that chemical waste is not only damaging the marine life in the Arabian Sea, but also badly affecting the people living near to Korangi nullah. 


“The chemical waste is causing skin diseases and also waterborne diseases in residential areas located near the Korangi nullah. It is also killing marine life in great numbers,” said Ali Ahmed Lund, the Director General (DG) of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA). Referring to a recent SEPA study, he said that not a single factory has its own treatment plant for waste matter, and almost all the factories are draining their chemical waste without treating it first. “In July 2007, the Pakistan Tanneries Association (PTA) installed a single treatment plant where chemical waste from 300 tanneries was treated and then poured into the Arabian Sea,” said Lund. He added that the Dutch Embassy covered 20 percent of the cost for this treatment plant, PTA shared another 18 percent of the cost and the federal government of Pakistan covered the remaining 62 percent. 


The DG disclosed that after a recent study by SEPA, show-cause notices were issued to 17 major industrial units. “We issued notices last year as well but nobody responded to them as the environmental tribunal was not functioning. However, last week, the federal government restored the environmental tribunal and we have resent the notices as the old ones have expired. We are also launching a campaign against polluting factories in the Korangi industrial area within the next 10 days under the environmental pollution control act,” he added. 


According to an IUCN report, untreated chemical effluent pouring into the Arabian Sea is posing a threat to the marine life and the ecology of the ocean. “The chemicals are destroying the mangroves, fish, snails, crabs, prawns and other marine life as well as migratory birds,” said Nasir Panhwar, the Program Coordinator for the Indus for All Program, WWF, Pakistan.

“It is the duty of the government to install treatment plants as the Korangi industrial area is the largest industrial zone in Pakistan and pays Rs 270 million in tax every day, produces goods of worth Rs 1.5 billion and contributes to 80 percent of the industrial good export of the country,” explained the Korangi Association of Trade and Industries (KATI) Chairman, Fazal-e-Jalil. He added that the Korangi industrial area has 4,500 industrial units and most of these are small units that cannot afford a treatment plant. “A treatment plant costs Rs 20 million. How can a small industrialist afford to install such a plant? Besides, most of the industries here are scattered on 500 yards, while a treatment plant itself takes 500 yards to set up.” 

Jalil also noted that the government has not installed a proper sewerage system for the industrial areas in the last 62 years and, thus, whenever a new road scheme is initiated, they have to drain the liquid waste via tankers. This means more cost and less profit for them. “A small unit requires an extra Rs 83,000 to Rs 400,000 monthly to drain its waste. The government should plan to install combined treatment plants, he suggested. 


Also, Pakistan is exporting industrial goods, mostly to European countries that require them to be produced in an environment-friendly manner. “The European Union imposed a ban on fish imported from Pakistan after complaints of such violations. We fear that the same might happen with industrial goods, so the government must help us and install treatment plants immediately,” he demanded.

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 10/06/2008)

DHA’s sewers ready, but dug up roads may muddy in early rains


KARACHI: Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has nearly completed the 18,714 meters of its Main Trunk Drainage but there is a possibility the roads it dug up will turn to mud if the monsoon rains come early.


For the most part, only a trial run is left for the new drainage system before DHA can redo the roads that were dug up. “We are working day and night to get it done at the fastest pace before the monsoons,” said a spokesman. DHA has also factored in that last year Karachi received more than usual rainfall, wreaking havoc in the city. 


DHA and Clifton Cantonment Board areas suffered a lot last summer; Meteorological Office regional director Mohammed Tauseef Alam told Daily Times that records were broken. The city received 155mm of rain over just 24 hours. “On the whole, a 10-year record was broken in Sindh with 292mm recorded in 24 hours in the worst-affected district Badin 100km north from Karachi,” he said.


This is bad news for DHA despite its efforts. “Whenever it rains more than 50mm consecutively in the months of July/August, there is flooding in DHA,” said the spokesman. “The heavy rains of July last year saturated the soil and silted up the carrier system. After that there was flooding in August when the heaviest rains were recorded.” 


But last year, there was no main trunk drainage system in place, especially in Phases V and VI. “The sewage system did not accept rainwater,” the DHA spokesman said. “But now the capacity has been raised and it can take fifty times the flow.”


The deadline for the main trunk drainage project is July 31 but the rains are expected in the next few days. Last year, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), NLC, PNSC, Malir Cantonment Board helped DHA and the Clifton cantonment with de-watering equipment such as heavy suction pumps, bowzers, tractors and excavators. This year, in case of premature rains, the same procedure would be adopted. “We hope the residents do not suffer this time around,” said the spokesman.

(By Shahid Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 11/06/2008)

Sweeper refused retirement after 3 decades of duty


KARACHI: Sharifan Bibi, 53, a sanitary worker in Lyari Town, has been asking for retirement for four years as she cannot clean streets any more. But her request has been turned down by the town management. 

“Over the last four years, I have submitted over a dozen applications for retirement as I have completed 25 years of service,” she told Daily Times on Tuesday. “But now my health no longer allows me to continue doing the job.”


She complained that the Lyari Town sanitation department sub-inspector pushed her to apply for retirement and for the last eight months has been giving another sanitary worker her salary. “Out of my salary of Rs 9,000, the corrupt sub-inspector gives Rs 7,000 to the new worker and pockets the remaining Rs 2,000,” she alleged.


Sharifan works with the lowest salary package, at grade one, and had to take a loan when two of her daughters got married. “About three years ago, I took Rs 100,000 as a loan and intended to pay this amount after my retirement but since the retirement issue has not been resolved, the payments cannot be made, and now the outstanding amount has touched Rs 300,000 with interest,” she claimed.


Sharifan appreciated former Lyari Town Nazim Malik Fayyaz who had accepted her application but said that the sub-inspector did forward her application through the right channels. When contacted, the Acting Town Nazim Lyari Mehmood Hashim was not immediately available for comment.

The representatives of the town workers union told Daily Times that they had complained against the allegedly corrupt sub-inspector Shariful Haq but the high-ups of the department had not taken notice. “We pushed the sub-inspector to relieve Sharifan Bibi as she had a 31-year service, six years over the mandatory term of 25 years, but he said that the government has banned new appointments and he does not want to face a shortage of staff,” a union representative said.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 18/06/2008)

Sewage samples to be tested to detect polio viruses
KARACHI, June 23: As a part of the ongoing polio virus control and environmental surveillance activities, the Sindh health department is considering a proposal to test sewage specimens to be collected from various parts of Karachi and others parts of Sindh. The samples are proposed to be examined in collaboration with certain national and international organizations to see if polio viruses were present.

Sources in the health department said that the proposal was discussed at a meeting of senior representatives of international health organizations and the Sindh health department held here on Monday.

Experts on polio and public health shared views on the sustained outbreak of wild polio virus in the province and both the international and local health executives agreed in principle to take some special measures to overcome the problem, the sources added.


Of the 14 lab-confirmed polio cases in the country, 10 have been detected in Sindh during the first five months of the current year. These included the two cases detected in Karachi.

At the meeting, according to the source, health officials from Sindh expressed their commitment to the eradication of polio virus and told the foreigners that joint actions would be taken on a war-footing to achieve the goal.

The meeting was further told that a training course on polio for executive district officers (EDOs) of health would be held in a fortnight as the officers of most districts in the province had just taken up their assignments and were new in the field. Moreover, a training programme for vaccinators was being introduced, the source said.


Talking to Dawn, Health Secretary Shafiq A. Khoso said that sewage surveillance had been suggested by a senior international delegate of the Technical Advisory Group on polio eradication for Pakistan. Such surveillance could help identify the communities prone to the polio virus transmission in the province, particularly Karachi, he added.

The secretary said that the health department would also take onboard the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) and some other organizations as well for the purposed examination of sewage samples which would be collected from some selected areas, including those where polio viruses were known to be in circulation.


He said that the task needed a well-integrated plan and the World Health Organization (WHO) had already indicated that it would provide all possible assistance to the lab-testing of the samples. Following the completion of sample collection and examination, efforts would be made to ascertain the level of water contamination at various points, if need be, he added.


Meanwhile, a two-day international technical consultation meeting on polio eradication has been scheduled for June 24 at a local hotel. Among others, David Heymann, WHO’s Assistant Director-General on Communicable Diseases, and Federal Health Secretary Khushnood Lashari will be present at the meeting.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-18, 24/06/2008)

