Privatisation of solid-waste management delayed
KARACHI, Jan 1: The process for handing over — or what observers describe as the privatisation of the city’s solid-waste management — to a Chinese firm has been delayed considerably due to the fact that a draft agreement in this regard has not be finalised and signed between the firm and the city government.


On Nov 11, 2007 a letter of intent (LoI) was signed between the city government and the Chinese firm, Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company, giving responsibility to the firm to manage the city’s solid waste for 20 years. At the ceremony, the managing director of the company promised to start work in January with an investment of $250 million.


Under the LoI, the Chinese company will be responsible for upgrading the existing landfill sites and to build eight garbage transfer stations (GTS) and another landfill site in various parts of the city. The company will lift solid waste from city areas during daytime and shift it to the GTS. At night, the waste will be shifted to a landfill site by covered vehicles. The company will ensure improvement in the environmental conditions in and around the garbage transfer stations. The city government will pay $20 to the company for lifting and disposal of each tonne of waste.


At present, over 8,000 tonnes of solid waste is being generated in the metropolis out of which 4,000 tonnes are being lifted and transferred to the landfill site for disposal.


Sources in the city government told Dawn that it had been decided that the Chinese company would sign a final agreement within 10 days of signing of the LoI after accepting the terms to implement the Integrated Municipal Solid Waste and Hospital Hazardous Waste Management project.


The sources said that before starting the project, the Chinese firm would have to set up a company and get it registered here to utilise the resources, including vehicles and employees, of the solid-waste management department.

They said the agreement should have been signed in December but both parties were still busy in negotiations and representatives of the Chinese company had visited the metropolis thrice to settle certain financial and land issues before signing a final agreement.


“We are in the process of finalising the draft agreement and I am hopeful that it will be signed before the current month ends,” Municipal Services EDO Masood Alam told Dawn. He said the Chinese company’s representatives were due to arrive in the city on Tuesday to shape up the draft agreement but they had delayed their arrival due to security concerns following the assassination of former prime minister Benazir Bhutto.


Mr Alam maintained that the draft agreement was an over 80-page document and deliberations on its each and every point was necessary because the company would manage the city’s solid waste for 20 long years.

“We have given them details of our employees, number of vehicles, etc. They have to build eight garbage-transfer stations in different areas and some of them fall in the jurisdictions of other land-controlling agencies,” he said.

Besides, the city government will give nine places to the company to build field offices for monitoring the process in 18 towns of the city, he said, adding that these places had already been identified and the civil work would begin shortly after the signing of a final agreement.


Referring to the future plan of generating electricity from a waste energy plant to be established by the company, he said the city government would get 15 per cent of the revenue of the waste energy project and trading of carbon credits. “We are also in the process of finalising such matters through which the city government will increase its revenue,” he added.


The city government will also get 15 per cent of the total revenue to be generated by the company through recycling of the solid waste.


The sources said the Chinese company would take at least three more months from the date of official handing over of the solid-waste management to it, as the construction of GTS and landfill sites was a gigantic task.

Till then, the chances of any improvement in the state of cleanliness in the metropolis are very thin as the city government appears in no mood to spend money in the transitional period.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 02/01/2008)

Chinese firm to manage city’s solid waste for 20 years
KARACHI, Jan 11: A final agreement to privatise and hand over the city’s solid waste management to a Chinese firm for a period of 20 years was signed here on Friday night.

The agreement was signed in the presence of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal by Executive District Officer (Municipal Services) Masood Alam and Managing Director of Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited Qian Yu Lin at a simple ceremony held at a local hotel.

The city government and the Chinese firm had inked a letter of intent (LoI) in this regard in November.


The Chinese firm would be responsible for door-to-door collection of solid waste from all areas of the city and its disposal on designated landfill sites from now onward. The city government and towns’ staff and machinery relating to solid waste management will be at the disposal of the foreign company which will be responsible for their salaries and benefits under the agreement.

The company will invest $250 million to upgrade the existing landfill site, establish its offices, eight garbage transfer stations and one more landfill site in the suburbs of Karachi. The system is stipulated to be up and running by March.

Under the agreement, the city government will pay $20 per tonne to the Chinese company for lifting and disposal of domestic waste, hospital hazards and other chemical waste in a way that there be no threat to the environment.


Officials said about 8,000 tonnes of solid waste was being generated in the metropolis for which the city government would be paying around $160,000 to the firm daily. The officials claimed that the city government and the 18 towns were spending around Rs3 billion annually on the lifting and disposal of solid waste but the situation on the ground was not satisfactory as only half of the total waste was being disposed at the landfill site. Now the estimated amount to be paid to the Chinese firm would be Rs3.5 billion every year.


Municipal tax

Well-placed sources told Dawn that the city government was going to impose a municipal tax across the city through which it would charge Rs25 per month for the lifting of garbage from each house. Sources explained that the revenue to be generated through the municipal tax would help the city government meet the cost to be paid to the Chinese firm.


At present, most of the 178 union councils were charging Rs50 from each house in the head of garbage collection.


According to the agreement, the Chinese company would generate money through waste recycling project and it would give 15 per cent of the total revenue generated in this head to the city government.


The Chinese firm will also install a waste energy plant at a later stage to generate 560 megawatts electricity. Under the agreement, it will sell power to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation and the city government will get 15 per cent of the total income.


Sources believed that the privatisation of the solid waste management would bring uniformity in the process as currently the city government and the towns were separately doing the job.

Earlier, five firms had shown their interest in managing the city’s solid waste and the city government had received the highest bid of $64 per tonne. However, the Chinese firm offered the lowest rate of $20 per tonne.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 12/01/2008)

Three towns await proper waste disposal
KARACHI, Jan 22: Although proper lifting of garbage has become a citywide problem, the situation is even worse in many densely populated localities in Saddar, Lyari and Site towns.


In many of these localities, trash can be seen strewn all over the streets and garbage burning on roadsides and in parks. The situation clearly points towards the inefficiency of the civic agencies and departments responsible for the collection and management of solid waste generated in the city.


The situation has aggravated in towns like Saddar, Keamari, Site and Lyari where garbage accumulation in the absence of an effective disposal system has become a health hazard and a cause of inconvenience to the area residents.


The municipal officials of these towns have always complained of a shortage of funds, a lack of transportation facilities and sanitary staff.


A survey of these towns shows that the most of the efforts made by the relevant agencies are focussed on short-term initiatives. In Lyari Town efforts are being made to introduce a mechanised sweeping system at night.

However, the project has been limited to a few roads like Shah Waliullah Road, parts of Shah Latif Bhittai Road and Chawkiwara Road due to which the desired results cannot be achieved as dumping of garbage is still being carried out in all the link roads.


Apart from this, a number of primary designated garbage dumping sites have vanished as the land mafia has reportedly constructed high-rises on these spots. Due to this reason, people are left with no choice but to dump garbage where ever they can. Eventually, heaps of garbage have emerged at every street corner, aggravating the situation further.


Ironically the sanitary workers do not collect garbage from these undesignated disposal spots, which have turned into a permanent nuisance for the ordinary citizens.


The city government as well as the town administrations have so far miserably failed to come to the rescue. People of these areas have always complained of the municipal authorities’ inefficiency and their indifferent attitude towards the intolerable unhygienic conditions.

(Dawn-18, 23/01/2008)

Town, UC nazims in the dark about Chinese solid waste deal
KARACHI, Jan 22: While the city’s solid waste management system has recently been privatized by the CDGK, the majority of the town and union council administrations in the metropolis have expressed reservations about the project as they claim they were not informed about the details and their role in the implementation of the scheme, it has been learnt.


Even though the decision to privatize the solid waste management system was taken by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-backed city government, the party-backed town nazims were also among those who were supposedly left in the dark about the project. However, they were all unwilling to acknowledge their reservations publicly but wished the city government and the Chinese company success.On Jan 11, the city government signed an agreement with Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited to privatize the solid waste management system of Karachi. According to the agreement, the services of about 8,000 to 10,000 sanitary workers in 18 towns would be placed at the disposal of the company, which would build eight Garbage Transfer Stations (GTSs).

However, according to Section 54-A (p)(iii) of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO), 2001, the collection of solid waste and conveyance to transfer stations is one of the many functions of the town municipal administrations.


The majority of the town nazims agreed that they now have no role in the door-to-door collection of solid waste after the system’s privatization. However, some town nazims believed that they would have a supervisory role in monitoring the performance of the Chinese company.


Many of them also claimed they have no knowledge about a CDGK proposal to charge a fee from users falling in residential, commercial, industrial and hospital categories for the collection and disposal of their solid waste. The city government is going to invite objections from the public over this proposal in a day or two.


“The CDGK did not consult us in detail before signing the final agreement,” said Malik Fayyaz, the Lyari Town Nazim who enjoys the support of the Pakistan People’s Party. “We have reservations about the project and so far we have not shared the details of our sanitary staff and machinery with the city government,” he said. He said that he was invited only to the signing ceremony of the Letter of Intent (LoI), where he was provided with sketchy details.


Mr Fayyaz pointed out that such important matters should be discussed in the meeting of the District Mushavirat Committee, but unfortunately the committee met only once during the last two years.


As per the SLGO, 2001, the District Mushavirat Committee shall meet at least once in every three months or as and when called into session by the district nazim or on the request of any two members of the committee.

He said instead of convening any meeting to share the details with the towns, the CDGK, through a letter, asked him to submit the details of sanitary staff so that it could be transferred to the Chinese firm.

“It is indeed a good project as the towns do not have sufficient manpower and machinery to clean their respective localities. However, we can do this job if we were allowed to establish garbage transfer stations close to our town. The landfill site is far from our town and it is not possible for our vehicles to dump all the waste there in a day,” he added.


Fee collection

An MQM-backed town nazim told Dawn that he was not satisfied with the proposal to impose a fee to collect garbage. “We were told that the fee would only be charged after the Chinese company proves that it is capable of cleaning the city by lifting garbage. But now I have heard that the company would collect the fee from the very first day,” he said.Liaquatabad Town Nazim Osama Qadri claimed that all the towns were on board before the final agreement to hand over the solid waste management system to the Chinese company. However, he said that the fee structure for any user might be changed.


Gulshan Town Nazim Wasey Jalil told Dawn that the town and the union councils would have a supervisory role in the project. “At this stage, it looks difficult because the system has not been implemented yet. However, all problems would be resolved with the commencement of the project’s groundwork,” he claimed.


Korangi Town Nazim Arif Khan appreciated the city government’s move to privatize the solid waste management system and said that his town would coordinate with the CDGK in this regard.


Keamari Town Nazim Humayun Khan admitted that he was not aware of the details of the project. “The project came under discussion only once and except this, no meeting was held on the issue,” he said.


The leader of the opposition in the City Council, Saeed Ghani, criticized the privatization of the project and said that the city government did not bother to share details of the agreement with the “real” stakeholders. “They did not bring this important matter before the City Council and now they are going to levy a tax for the collection of solid waste,” he added.


Municipal Services EDO Masood Alam told Dawn that the fee structure with regard to the collection of solid waste would be advertised in major dailies to get public feedback.


He said that the collection fee was being imposed as the Chinese company would provide 30 garbage bags to every home, shop, factory and hospital on a monthly basis. “We will involve the town and union council nazims in the project. However, the enforcement would be the responsibility of the city government,” he said.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 23/01/2008)

City’s landfill sites nearing saturation point
KARACHI, Jan 27: Both the existing landfill sites situated at Surjani Town’s Jam Chakhro and Deh Gondal Pass, near the Northern Bypass, are fast reaching saturation point because hardly 25 per cent of the garbage dumped there daily is taken out for recycling purposes by scavengers, while the remaining 75 per cent continues to pile up, it was learnt recently.


However, to overcome this problem the Chinese firm with whom the city government has made an agreement for lifting and disposing the entire solid waste produced in the city, might select another huge site for setting up a third landfill, most probably in Dhabeji, sources said.


Asked why the Chinese firm had not yet begun its work, although according to initial official announcements it was scheduled to start lifting and disposing of the city’s solid waste in January, the sources said that the firm’s officials are nowadays busy in undertaking different surveys concerning solid waste management while their fully-fledged operations were now likely to commence in April.


Giving the details of the solid waste produced in the city daily, the sources said that as against the previous calculation of 8,000 tons, the Chinese firm has now estimated that the city produces around 10,000 tons of solid waste daily. Out of this, hardly 4,000 tons is lifted from the city and dumped at both landfill sites daily, while the leftover garbage is scattered by scavengers, posing serious health hazards to the citizens, besides giving the city a dirty look.

Polythene bags

Admitting that the city government’s drive against the sale of polythene bags could not produce the desired results, the sources said that since the sale of polythene bags was continuing unchecked and unabated, there is a high percentage of polythene bags in the garbage, which remain littered on streets and roadsides.


Describing the polythene bags, especially the thin and lightweight ones, as a major environmental hazard, a fellow of the University of Karachi’s Institute of Environmental Studies, Syed Sadruddin Hussain, in his thesis report has said that the problem of environmental pollution is mainly caused by small-sized, lightweight polythene bags.

“Such bags can hardly withstand any weight or pressure and scavengers tear up the garbage bags thrown out on the streets by people and sweepers as they collect only paper, glass, wood, metal and other solid waste, leaving the other refuse scattered on the roadsides,” he said, adding that scavengers did not collect the small-sized and lightweight polythene bags as they are not economically viable.


Elaborating, he said that since the bags are generally not collected by scavengers for recycling, they remain littered, drift with the wind and get trapped in the wheels of moving vehicles. “One could even see these polythene bags gliding in the air, entangled with telephone and electric cables and trees,” he added.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 28/01/2008)

Safe disposal of waste

Inspection of hospitals planned
KARACHI, Jan 27: Inspection of all public and private health care facilities will be carried out and strict action will be taken against anyone found lacking proper arrangement for safe disposal of hazardous medical waste.

This was stated by provincial (caretaker) Minister for Health Fauzia A. Lari while chairing a meeting of her department here on Saturday.


The meeting was told that despite widespread complaints from medical professionals and general public, safe disposal of hospital waste in conformity of the international standards by most of the government and private hospitals and other such facilities could not be ensured. Health officials attributed that department’s failure to make the managements of hospitals, clinics, diagnostic laboratories and radiology units to the absence of a relevant law envisaging action against the defiant or negligent managements.


They recalled that a draft ordinance in this regard was pending approval for more than nine months. Had the government implemented the ordinance, it could have been possible for the health department to make the managements of all public and private hospitals responsible for the safe disposal of their respective hazardous waste, they maintained, adding that it would also have enabled the department to take legal actions against those found violating the ordinance.


The minister said she would move the authorities concerned for the introduction of a set of laws already vetted by the provincial law department in this regard.

Ms Lari directed managements of all private and government hospitals to take concrete measures towards safe disposal of medical waste, and said inspection of the health care facilities would be started soon.

She said no dereliction in this regard would be tolerated as unsafe disposal of dangerous hospital waste put public health at high risks, besides causing environmental pollution.


Under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, hospital waste falls in the category of “hazardous waste” and the institutions responsible for unsafe or improper handling/disposal of their waste are liable to be prosecuted.

(Dawn-14, 28/01/2008)

Garbage burning along Korangi Expressway

Appeals go unheard as hazardous practice continues

The burning of hundreds of tonnes of domestic waste along the Korangi Expressway continues to expose a large number of people to serious health hazards. All efforts by the Korangi Association of Trade and Industry (KATI) as well by the inhabitants of Qayyumabad, Akhtar Colony and adjoining localities to prohibit the Jamshed Town administration from buring the waste have, thus far, failed.


Hundreds of tonnes of solid waste, instead of being dumped in landfill sites, is being burnt on a daily basis for the last several months by the Jamshed town administration at an open space adjacent to the Korangi Expressway. 


The daily burning is a violation of all relevant environmental laws and civic rules and regulations and is carried out in disregard of the health hazard posed to the thousands of people living in nearby localities.


The KATI Chairman Masood Naqi when contacted said: “We had not only written letters to the Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed but also to City Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal; but the practice is still continuing.” He added that, if not stopped, the illegal practice could result in serious problems for the citizens.


A resident of the area, who lives in a house facing the expressway, said that, since the burning began several months ago, residents of the area have been in the grip of numerous kinds of diseases, especially chest and respiratory-tract ailments.


He said that the matter had been brought to the notice of the civic authorities concerned including the EDO Municipal Services as well as City Nazim Mustafa Kamal but no action had been taken by them to stop the act.

“The KATI officials using their influence got some police personnel deployed at the expressway to stop trucks from unloading the litter at the dumping site but it proved transient,” he said. The smoke contains highly poisonous gasses including carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, dioxin and hydrogen cyanide, and engulfs all surrounding areas including Manzoor Colony, Akhtar Colony, Mahmoodabad and Defence View.


Despite repeated attempts, Director General Environment Protection Agency (EPA) Sindh Abdul Malik Ghauri and the Jamshed Town Nazim Javed Ahmed could also not be approached to ascertain their point of view on the situation.

A visit the areas along the Korangi Expressway, including Qayyumabad, Manzoor and Akhtar colonies, reveals that people living in these localities are facing extreme hardships due to the thick clouds of harmful smoke emitted by the burning litter.


Even motorists and commuters travelling daily using the Korangi Expressway face problems passing through the area as a large portion of the road remains engulfed in thick smog, which makes driving during the night a difficult and dangerous task.


Thick clouds of smoke as well as unbearable odour of burning garbage can be seen and smelled as soon as motorists enter onto the Korangi Expressway and the causeway that leads to the Korangi Industrial Area.


Environmentalist, Nasarul Islam Usmani who daily travels on the Korangi Expressway to get to his office told The News that, in the evening, the smoke reduces the visibility on the road to a large extent and also causes suffocation to passing motorists.


“Thick clouds of smoke from the burning litter and their smell can result in fatal accidents on this highway. It is an extremely dangerous practice on the part of the civic authorities and they would have to be blamed for any loss of life and health hazards,” he said.


Usmani, who is an MSc in Environmental Science and working at a waste treatment plant in the Korangi Industrial Area, termed the burning of municipal waste in a densely-populated area the, “height of civic neglect and a crime against citizens”. “The smoke emitting from the burning of domestic and market waste normally produces CO2, CO, as well as poisonous gasses like dioxin and hydrogen cyanide, which are highly carcinogenic (cancer-causing substances),” he said.


According to physicians, prolonged exposure to smoke from the domestic waste can result in serious damage to the respiratory tract as well as the central nervous system of human beings.

They say that inhaling smoke for a long period could result in deposition of carbon in the respiratory tract and lungs and could cause not only asthma and cancer but also result in other fatal diseases, especially among children and the elderly.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 28/01/2008)

FEBRUARY

Privatisation of waste management department opposed

The municipal workers of all the 18 towns of the city have opposed the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) plan to privatise the municipal waste management department and say that it might affect more than 0.1 million families affiliated with this work directly or indirectly.


The CDGK has signed a 20-year agreement with a Chinese company according to which the CDGK will have to pay $20 per ton daily to the company for lifting garbage and urban waste. This, however, will adversely affect hundreds of sanitary workers, supervisors, drivers and other people, who have been affiliated with this job, revealed Fareed Awan, general secretary Municipal Workers Trade Union Alliance, a body of 17 trade unions, formed recently.


Awan told The News that the CDGK will collect fees from residences as per its area. For instance, a residence of 60—80 square yards will have to pay Rs100 per month while, 1,000-square yard houses will have to pay Rs1,000 for their garbage disposal.


Besides sanitary workers and drivers, male and female scavengers receiving a monthly stipend for collecting garbage will also be deprived of their jobs. The Alliance leader said that 11,000 workers are directly affiliated with the municipal administrations of 18 towns, while 5,500 scavenger boys collect items from garbage dumping sites in different areas for recycling. Around 4,000 other workers collect domestic waste on a daily basis and receive a monthly income from each house. Regarding the total generation of waste from the city, he said that the figures are contradictory as corruption exists from top to bottom in this regard. Earlier, he said, it was announced that the city generates 5,000 tons of waste daily and now it is being said that it is 12,000 tons of waste a day. Furthermore, the reports add that the CDGK has the resources to collect and dump 60 per cent of urban waste daily. The question is, where does the remaining 40 per cent go? 


Awan further highlighted the failures made earlier in this regard while pointing out that the defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation (KMC) and now the CDGK has been making experiments to resolve the problem of solid waste management. He recalls that the defunct KMC administration launched a special train to remove garbage daily but failed. He said that since there is so much corruption involved, the bureaucracy is not keen on solving the problem. They earn more by the manipulation of funds.

Awan added that the agreement with the Chinese company will deprive hundreds of families of their jobs, because the role of the already working employees is yet to be clarified. Awan appealed to the political parties and civil society organisations to take notice of this agreement, which can be disastrous for many families, depending on their work. He concluded saying that the municipal workers should have been taken into confidence about such a move, which is linked to their families’ fate.

(The News-20, 10/02/2008)

Massive e-waste imports endanger health, environment
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KARACHI, Feb 21: Thousands of tons of used computers and obsolete electronic equipment, which contain large amounts of hazardous waste, are being brought into Pakistan with complete disregard to the grave risks they pose to human and environmental health, Dawn has learnt.


Tens of thousands of used computers and related equipment, which are difficult and expensive to dispose of in developed countries because of their hazardous nature, are annually imported under the pretext of ‘second-hand machinery’. The businessmen that make millions through these deals use the pretext of facilitating computer literacy in the country.


However, these machines contain high amounts of hazardous material such as lead, mercury, chromium and plastics. Since the bulk of the imported consignment is obsolete or beyond repair, it is cannibalised for usable parts and then discarded, allowing unknown quantities of the poisons to seep into the country’s environmental resources. Furthermore, the health of all the people working in the unregulated ‘recycling’ of such equipment is compromised.


Few laws appear to be in place to check this dangerous practice. Pakistan is a signatory to the Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, which monitors the movement of such types of toxic waste.


However, the convention becomes flexible when the goods are to be used for the same purpose, ie old computers are to be used as second-hand machines. As a result, the relevant regulating agencies in Pakistan deny the import of hazardous waste and say that bringing in used computers is permissible since they will be reused.

Since much of these consignments are in practice stripped and sent for ‘recycling’, the rules of the Basel Convention are actually flouted because the machines are no longer being used for the same purpose.


While the government has done little to check and regulate such toxic imports, the issue has also not received attention from non-governmental or environmental bodies in the country. As a result, neither the workers in the computer recycling industry nor consumers who buy used equipment due to its low cost are aware of the threats to their health.


Sources informed Dawn that a few years ago, the government revised the duty tax levied on used computers to make them less expensive. Prices crashed as a result and used computers became available for nearly 10 per cent of the earlier cost, creating an increased demand for old imported computers and equipment.


Dangerous toxins 

Experts warn that the toxic materials found in computer equipment include lead, cadmium, mercury, chromium, barium [image: image2.jpg], SRbite Star |
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and various sorts of plastics. The older the computer, the higher the level of hazardous elements – newer models are increasingly being designed with this issue in mind.


Owing to such rapid improvements in technology, consumers in developed countries switch as soon as possible to newer and safer machines and simply discard their old equipment. The environmentally-safe disposal of such waste is bound by stringent laws in the West and is an expensive proposition. Therefore, a substantial portion is dumped in developing countries such as Pakistan, where such environmental laws either don’t exist or the officials in charge are inefficient or corrupt. Disguised as technology transfer or second-hand machinery to facilitate low-cost goods production, the toxic waste is sold to traders in poorer countries.


Once the equipment arrives in Pakistan, it is separated according to the condition. Working machines are sold in the market, usable parts are removed and unusable machines are sent to the enterprising recycling industry in various parts of the city, particularly in the Shershah area. This is an overwhelmingly informal sector where occupational safety laws, health safeguards and prerequisites such as properly ventilated working areas are rarely in place. The workers, largely woman and children, are therefore exposed to all sorts of toxins.


The waste generated by this industry is dumped into the Lyari river where it bisects Shershah, and eventually finds its way into the Arabian Sea where it contaminates the marine ecosystem, Dawn learned. Some of the waste is dumped in landfills where it contaminates the soil and after leeching through, pollutes subsoil aquifers.


Amongst the major contaminants is lead, used in glass panels and gaskets in computer monitors and the solder in circuit boards, which damages the central / peripheral nervous system and the reproductive system, and poisons the blood and kidneys. It also accumulates in the environment and has an acute effect on plants, animals and micro-organisms. Cadmium, found in SMD chip resistors, infra-red detectors and semiconductor chips, accumulates in the kidneys and has an irreversible effect on human health. Mercury, used in a large number of electronic items such as sensors, switches and printed circuit boards, enters the food chain very easily and damages the brain, kidneys and harms foetal development. Meanwhile chromium, which is used decoratively or as corrosion protection, passes easily through cell membranes and can potentially damage DNA, while plastics and PVC release dioxins when burnt.


‘Targeted laws needed’

The head of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency, Asif Shuja, told Dawn from Islamabad that toxic waste could not be exported because Pakistan is a signatory to the Basel Convention. He conceded, however, that the import of used machinery such as computers was a grey area and efforts were under way to formulate specific laws to close such loopholes. “It is high time that the import policy was reviewed and laid out a permissible age-limit for imported equipment,” he said. “Training for the regulators such as officials of the Customs Department and others, is also being planned.”


Sources in the Customs Department also denied that hazardous waste was being imported but added that used machinery or computers that were to be used for the same purpose could be legally brought in. One official said that while some of the used computers may pose a threat, this was probably the cost a poor nation had to pay to compete in the global market.


According to Dr Ahmed Saeed of the IUCN, not much primary research has been conducted in Pakistan on how much hazardous waste is being imported under the pretext of used machinery or computers, how it was disposed of or even what and how high its effects were of human and environmental health.


While the WWF-P has not worked on the import of e-waste, it has reportedly approached the federal government in terms of the waste brought in through the ship-breaking industry. The organisation’s toxics programme chief, Hammad Naqi, told Dawn that one of these occasions was when a British war ship, a veteran of the Falklands War, was brought to the Gadani ship breaking yard. “It was carrying massive quantities of asbestos, which violated the Basel Convention, but nothing was done,” he said. “This is also one of the ways in which unscrupulous traders bring hazardous materials into the country. It is vital for the government to prescribe guidelines for this sector.”


Similarly, Najam Khursheed, a former Asia-Pacific chief of the Ramsar Convention which deals with the conservation of wetlands, pointed out that targeted laws needed to be formulated and existing laws had to be brought in line with the country’s international commitments, such as the Basel Convention. “Human resources, such as the officials manning the entry points, also need training to check such practices that allow unscrupulous traders to make a quick buck at the cost of the nation’s health and environment,” he commented. “The health and economic costs of this trade are vast, but consumers in the west or the traders are not the ones who suffer.”

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 22/02/2008)

MARCH

Double tax for garbage collection
KARACHI, March 16: As a five-member committee of the city government meets on Monday to finalize the ratio of the proposed tax on garbage collection, Karachiites are likely to be taxed ignorant of the fact that they are already paying for the service.Senior council members and official sources privy to the proposal said the local administration has decided to impose a new tax under ‘public utility charges,’ which mainly addresses garbage collection from residential and industrial areas falling under the city government’s jurisdiction.


However, critics argue that the proposed tax is not justified, as the people have already been paying that as part of their water and sewerage bills, charged by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.

“The KWSB bill includes conservancy tax, which is meant for the service of fire protection, civil defence and garbage collection,” said a source citing the break-up of the KWSB’s billing method.


“Garbage collection is part of the service being provided by the KWSB. Though, unfortunately, such service from the board is not offered due to an almost non-existent check-and-balance system. Still, there is no justification in levying such charges. It should be considered double taxation,” added the source.


The CDGK, through a public notice in January 2008, proposed Rs100 to Rs1,000 as monthly charges from residential areas under ‘public utility charges,’ depending on the size of the plot. “This tax is proposed to earn additional funds that shall be spent in providing municipal services in (a) more effective and efficient manner,” said the notice.


Similarly, the local government has also suggested one rupee per square foot charges from commercial units while Rs500 to Rs5,000 per month tax has been put under consideration for the industrial plots as per their size.


The move made progress earlier this month when the City Council approved new ‘public utility charges’ amid protest from the opposition benches. The authorities appear firm to levy the new tax and term it different from the already imposed conservancy tax.


“The imposition of the tax is almost final but not the ratio,” said Asif Siddiqi, leader of the house and one of the five members of the committee assigned to come up with suggestions, reservations or any feedback from people on the proposed tax.

‘Comparison not justified’

“Comparison between the proposed tax and conservancy tax is not justified. Actually, garbage collection is a job that involves immense effort and cost, as the government collects the waste of even hospitals and industrial units,” he said.

However, he added, the government had assigned the committee to gather the public’s opinions over the proposed tax and it would consider such feedback while finalizing its ratio, mainly on the residential plots.


The opposition in the City Council, however, has expressed serious reservations over the proposed tax and questioned the whole process of the solid waste management programme from the beginning.

“The imposition of the tax is a latter stage, which we also believe is not justified,” said the opposition leader in the council, Saeed Ghani. “The city government didn’t even consult the council when it was signing the deal with the Chinese firm for the job. It’s not justified to initiate a project without discussing it in the council and then set up a committee to make it final.”


The CDGK is in a deal with a Chinese firm to take care of the city’s solid waste management after the town administrations failed to execute the job satisfactorily. The foreign firm is due to begin operations on April 1 with garbage collection from the residential and industrial areas, for which it would be paid $20 per ton by the city government.


Though the government has also included a member from the opposition benches in the committee, Mr Ghani did not seem willing to let his member attend Monday’s meeting. He said the contract without the council’s approval with the Chinese firm had left no option open to discuss the issue.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-13, 17/03/2008)

Delays hit garbage collection by Chinese firm
KARACHI, March 25: The long-awaited process of door-to-door collection of the city’s solid waste has been delayed for about two months as the Chinese company which signed an agreement with the city government two months back will begin its operation initially in six towns on June 1.


On Jan 11, a final agreement was signed between the city government and the Chinese firm, Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited, through which the former gave the responsibility of collection of the city’s garbage and its disposal to designated landfill sites to the latter for 20 years for which it would be paid $20 per ton by the city government.


Well-placed sources in the city government told Dawn that the Chinese company was supposed to launch its operation on April 1 but due to “technical reasons” the implementation of the project had been delayed for two more months.


City government officials, however, claimed that the delay was on part of the Chinese firm and not on the city government’s part. They maintained that the delay was mainly due to the reason that the city government wanted to ensure that the Chinese firm bring along its promised investment of around $230 million.


The sources said that the city government, in compliance with the relevant clauses of the agreement, had already identified eight sites for the construction of garbage transfer stations and offices and it had provided the Chinese firm the layout plans, etc.


“They (Chinese representatives) are busy finalising technical details as they have already visited five of the eight sites,” said the city government’s district officer for solid waste, Khalid Javed. “They will start constructing garbage transfer stations initially on four locations and their operation will begin on June 1.”


He said that according to the agreement the company would have to bring its own vehicles for lifting and disposal of garbage. “They may start working by using city government’s vehicles from April 1, but we asked them to bring their own vehicles for starting their operation,” said Mr Javed, who is also the chief of the integrated municipal solid waste and hospital hazardous waste management project.


The sources said that the Chinese firm would submit its technical plan, after its finalisation, to the city government for its approval.


The services of thousands of sanitary workers of the city government and towns will also be transferred to the Chinese firm before it launches a proper operation as under the agreement the Chinese firm will be responsible for their salaries and other benefits.


“If all goes well, the Chinese company will start its operation on June 1 in six towns – Saddar, Jamshed, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Liaquatabad, Gulberg and North Nazimabad,” Mr Javed said. He said the Chinese representatives had already been provided security cover and the delay had nothing to do with the security issue.

The sources said that the delay of two months would also provide the city government with an opportunity to start collecting a new tax, initially in the six towns, under public utility charges from each residential, commercial and industrial unit.


The City Council has already approved the new public utility charges amid protest from the opposition benches.


The sources said the Chinese firm would take at least six more months to start its operation in all the 18 towns of the metropolis.


According to the agreement, the Chinese firm is responsible for door-to-door collection of solid waste in all residential and industrial areas of the city and its disposal on designated landfill sites. The city government would pay $20 per ton to the company for lifting and disposal of garbage. However, the city government would get 15 per cent of the total income to be generated by the company through recycling of the waste.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 26/03/2008)

Accord on garbage disposal slammed

KARACHI, March 26: The Municipal Workers Trade Unions Alliance (MWTUA) has rejected the city government’s decision to award a contract of waste disposal in Karachi to a Chinese company and described the plan as “impracticable and against the interests of sanitation workers.”

“We have serious reservations over the agreement between the CDGK and the Chinese company,” Syed Zulfiqar Shah (Chairman) and Fareed Awan (General Secretary) of the alliance said, adding that the deal had put the livelihood of 11,000 sanitation workers in jeopardy.


Speaking at a press conference here on Wednesday, they pointed out that the CDGK had undertaken to pay $4.8 million a month to the Chinese firm which came to Rs3.6298 billion annually, a very big amount as compared to the annual contract amounting to Rs762.2 million awarded in 2006.

“The deal would harm the interests of 5,500 families earning livelihood from the 400 recycling industrial units operating in the city,” they said.

(Dawn-18, 27/03/2008)

Privatisation of waste management opposed

The Municipal Workers Trade Unions Alliance has opposed the plan of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to privatise the solid waste management department to a Chinese Company M/S Shanghai Shen Gang Environmental Protection Company Ltd.


Addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Wednesday the Secretary General of the Alliance Fareed Awan urged the city government authorities to remove reservations on the workers before the implementation of the project, adding that the workers will be direct victims in the agreement. Besides, he also demanded a copy of the agreement along with copies of proposals designed by different companies, which had applied for the same project, to the workers representatives.


Moreover, Awan said that when the CDGK if the signed the agreement with the foreign company the workers should be benefited by the change with more attractive salary packages which include other facilities.


The CDGK has signed a contract with the foreign company for 20 years, which according to the workers body will affect the livelihood of 11000 workers, who have been earning their livelihood directly or indirectly through this solid waste management system.


According to the contract the CDGK will pay 20 dollars per ton to the company daily for carrying and dumping the urban waste to identified places. The company while using modern machines will provide plastic bags to residents and pick garbage from the areas. In the starting the company would build eight transfer garbage stations in different places.


The workers fear that with the new management the fate of all the 11,000 sanitary workers, drivers and other relevant staff is at stake and they might be forced to be jobless in the process, because the company may need little number of skilled staff to operate the machines and relieve entire surplus staff.


If the company would pick 8000 ton garbage daily, the CDGK would pay 160,000 dollars daily to it. The annual cost of carrying solid waste would cross 50.5 million dollars.


It is pertinent to note that the CDGK in 2006 had awarded contracts of carrying waste of all the 18 towns to private companies with a budget of 754.2 rupees million annually. Now the CDGK will have to pay Rs3.629 billion for the similar job to the foreign company.


The CDGK has also signed an agreement with a Malaysian Company Abaseen International for 20 years on a Built Operate and Transfer (BOT) basis, which would invest 130 million dollars in the city to install a power plant to generate 25 megawatt power through the solid waste daily. According to sources from the power plant the city government has to allot 25 acres of land to the partner company. The Chinese company will supply 1000 ton waste daily to the Malaysian company for the purpose. In future the same company will generate 560MW power daily from the city waste. In return the CDGK will receive 15 per cent royalty from the total revenue earnings by the sale of electricity. 


Awan revealed that it would not only affect the workers but all the citizens would also be victimised by more taxes for “public utility charges”. The citizens will have to pay this tax ranging from Rs100 to Rs1000 per month, according to the residential area. The similar tax for commercial and industrial plots will be ranging from Rs200 to Rs5,000 per month, he added.

(The News-14, 27/03/2008)

APRIL

Waste management plan delayed by two months

The control of the city’s solid waste management system, which was supposed to be handed over to a Chinese firm, has been delayed for two months. The postponement is attributed to the changing political scenario, uncertain situation in the city as well as technical flaws. This was revealed by the EDO, Municipal services group of offices, Masood Alam, while talking to The News.


The firm was unable to mobilise their equipment and machinery due to the aforementioned reasons, thus an extension was granted to them by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) till June. The CDGK will pay the firm US$20 per tonne for disposing the waste.


Karachi generates about 9,000 tonnes of garbage daily which will increase over the passage of time as the population of the city keeps growing. Out of this figure, 4,000 tonnes of garbage will be transferred to a landfill site for disposal.


On Nov 11, 2007, a letter of Intent was signed between the CDGK and Chinese firm, Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company, giving responsibility of managing the city’s solid waste to the latter for a period of 20 years. At the ceremony, the managing director of the company promised to start work in January with an investment of US$250 million.


Under the LoI, the Chinese company will be responsible for upgrading the existing landfill sites and build eight garbage transfer stations (GTS) besides other landfill sites in various parts of the city. The company will lift solid waste from city areas during the daytime and shift it to the GTS, which will be later shifted to a landfill site in properly covered vehicles. 


Sources said that, before starting the project, the Chinese firm would have to set up its offices and get itself registered to utilise resources, including the vehicles and employees of the solid waste management department.

The sources added that the agreement would have been signed in December but both parties were busy in negotiations. The Chinese representatives visited the metropolis thrice to settle certain key issues before signing the final agreement.


Alam said that, even now, 20 Chinese nationals were working in the city for the company. He said that there has been no change in the agreement draft, with the delay occurring only due to some technical glitches. 

Alam also maintained that the draft agreement consisted more than 80 pages and it was necessary to discuss every clause since the Chinese firm would be given complete control over the city’s solid waste management for 20 years.

“We have given the firm details of our employees, number of vehicles, etc. They also have to build eight GTS stations in different areas and some of them fall in the jurisdictions of other land-controlling agencies,” he said.


The CDGK will also give nine places to the company to build field offices for monitoring the process in 18 towns of the city, he said, adding that these places had already been identified and work would begin shortly after the signing of the final agreement.


Regarding the plan to generate electricity from a waste energy plant to be established by the company, he said that the CDGK would get 15 per cent of the revenue of the project and trading of carbon credits. “We are also in the process of finalising such matters through which the city government will increase its revenue,” he added.


The CDGK will also get an additional 15 per cent of the total revenue that will be generated via the recycling of the solid waste. The sources said that the company would take at least two more months before fully taking charge, as the construction of GTS and landfill sites was an uphill task.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 01/04/2008)

Chinese garbage collection delayed over restoration of unions...


KARACHI: The transfer of the city’s solid waste management to a Chinese firm has been delayed [image: image3.jpg]


for another two months to May 30 rather than April 1 as earlier announced. The delay has been partly caused by the prime minister’s restoration of trade unions and partly because some preparations were left over, Daily Times learnt on Monday.


Sources in the city government said that during a meeting chaired by EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam for all 18 towns, the district officers (DDOs) of solid waste management were directed to continue their work for two months. 


The CDGK held a ceremony on Jan 11 at a local hotel for the signing of the agreement with Managing Director Qian Yu Lin of Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited. Prior to this, they signed a letter of intent (LoI) in November last year. 


According to the agreement, the Chinese firm is to collect garbage door-to-door within the jurisdiction of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and dispose it at designated landfill sites. 


Shanghai Shen Gong had to invest $250 million and upgrade the existing three landfill sites and set up eight garbage-transfer stations (GTS). The firm was also allowed to collect municipal taxes on every household and commercial establishment in the range of Rs 100 to Rs 5,000 monthly. Sources said that the agreement between the CDGK and Chinese firm stipulated that the work would start in April. 


District Officer Khalid Javed told Daily Times that the private firm had started to survey city government machinery and interview the sanitation staff. The CDGK handed over two of its workshops, three landfill sites and five garbage-transfer stations and over 600 of its solid waste vehicles will also be given to the firm. But the firm will add to the fleet. 


According to CDGK statistics, about 8,000 tonnes of solid waste is generated in the city and according to the agreement, the city government will pay $20 per ton to the Chinese firm which comes to $160,000 daily for lifting and disposal. 


In 2006, the city government had tried to outsource solid waste management to different contractors and had paid Rs 754.2 million annually. The Chinese firm will be paid Rs 13.62 billion annually.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 01/04/2008)

Karachi produces 8,000 tonnes of municipal waste daily

International Earth Day is being celebrated in Pakistan under circumstances where 8,000 tonnes of municipal waste produced daily in Karachi, along with an undocumented and unknown amount of industrial waste.


Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) president, Shamim Shamsi, told The News that the quantity of solid waste is increasing every day in the city due to increasing population. Around 4,000 tonnes of garbage are added daily to the streets, while the remaining 4,000 tonnes are lifted properly, Shamsi said, adding that no data is currently available about industrial waste produced in Karachi.


He said that a proper system for collecting and disposing garage is badly needed. Moreover, massive efforts are needed to address pollution issues in the country. These, Shamsi said, cannot be taken up individually. The government should take steps in this regard and it should make it mandatory for everyone to follow these rules.

Meanwhile, industrial waste (especially that from tanneries) is also a problem, Shamsi said, adding however that this was solved by installing a treatment plant in the Korangi Industrial Area. ìIndustrialists in the textile area are also taking steps to control pollution. They are establishing treatment plants in their individual capacities,î he said.


Foreign buyers give due preference to environment issues and they see whether a proper environment-friendly system is available in the country where they are placing orders. Orders can also be reversed if these conditions are not satisfied, the KCCI president said.


In the meantime, Sindh Information Minister Shazia Marri is leading a walk today to mark Earth Day. She said that the current regime wanted to promote CNG vehicles because they are environment-friendly.


Better environment was also one of to top priorities of Benazir Bhutto and the government wants to make it safer in order to improve the quality of life in the country, Marri said. ìLook at the system in the UK where incentives are given for buying environment-friendly vehicles. On the other hand, no such incentives have existed in Pakistan,î she said.


Sindh Government departments and NGOs will also participate in the walk, Marri said, adding that industrialists have also been invited. The basic aim of the event is to create awareness regarding environment and health issues and the participants of the walk would also collect garbage from the streets. The walk will commence from the Peoples Secretariat and will end at Jinnahís Mausoleum.


Initiator Human Development Foundation president, Rana Asif Habib, who was one of the key members when Earth Day was first celebrated in Pakistan in 2003, said that temperatures in Pakistan were rising due to the increased level of carbon dioxide in the environment.


Around 60,000 two stroke rickshaws ply the roads in Karachi alone. These, Habib said, increase pollution. Meanwhile, between one million and 1.2 million plastic bags are used daily in the city, thus destroying the environment even more, he said, adding that apart from this, around 40 percent of construction in the country was done with bricks which are baked in furnaces that destroy the ozone layer. Habib suggested setting up a ìrecycle industryî in Pakistan, and introducing topics about the environment in school syllabi.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 22/04/2008)

Govt fails to take action under plastic bags ban
KARACHI, April 27: Bureaucratic lethargy and the lack of political will have led to a situation where the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) and the city district government Karachi (CDGK) appear to have virtually lost the battle against polythene bags that was energetically launched over a year ago.


Environmentalists accuse the environmental and health safety watchdogs of having made too many compromises.

Through an ordinance, the Sindh government imposed a ban on the manufacturing, sale and use of polythene bags of less than 30 microns’ thickness in early 2006. However, a subsequent crackdown was possible only in March 2007, when Sepa and CDGK took joint action against offenders on the grounds that the improper disposal of polythene bags had proved a major factor in the degradation of the city environment.


Armed with specially-delegated magisterial powers, division district officers (revenue) were directed to launch a campaign against the so-called ‘shoppers’ – being non-biodegradable, they choke sewerage lines storm water drains while having an adverse impact on the aesthetic and hygiene levels of the city. Under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedures Code, teams of officials from Sepa, the city government, police and revenue departments confiscated considerable quantities of the prohibited bags from wholesalers, retailers, vendors etc.

Much to the citizens’ dismay, however, the leniency shown towards the offenders has caused a return to the earlier situation and plastic bags litter the environment in large quantities, in addition to providing breeding grounds for bacteria, mosquitoes and flies.


Environmentalists accuse Sepa and the CDGK of bureaucratic lethargy and the lack of commitment, and say that the watchdog bodies made far too many compromises. However, they also point out that the blame is shared by citizens who failed to support the government’s move and persisted in using plastic bags when they could easily have switched to more durable, re-usable bags. A conservationist pointed out that while the plastic menace ought by rights be sent to landfill sites or incinerated, they are more commonly just dumped in open areas or end up collected in water bodies.


Polythene and vote banks

A ban on the sale and use of polythene bags was last imposed in the city during the first week of February this year. Imposed by the Sindh Home Department on the CDGK’s request under Section 144 of the Criminal Procedures Code, the ban was meant to be in place for 30 days. This time, the manufacturing, sale and use of polythene bags under 300 microns’ thickness was restricted, as a result of which the production of almost all kinds of plastic bags was rendered virtually impossible.


Observers pointed out, however, that no application of the move was seen on the ground.

In this context, a source in the CDGK said that this year’s ban was imposed at a time when the city was preparing for general elections. “Assessing that one of the main political parties in the run would have to face criticism for causing further unemployment, the authorities found it viable to drop the plastic bag issue,” he told Dawn, referring to the many banners put up by polythene bag manufacturers and marketers in the run-up to the elections, promising votes and support to that party alone.


Dawn has also learnt that the impetus behind the campaign in the CDGK has lessened in view of the fact that citizens are already facing an unprecedented economic crisis and it would be inadvisable to add another aspect of discomfort.


Staff shortages and rules 

However, a source close to the initiative said that Section 144 CrPc could not be enforced against offenders since both the CDGK and Sepa were short of the relevant staff.

“Given that the CDGK is already engaged in a battle against traders who have jacked up prices, including milk vendors, it is not possible to divert the attention of the limited numbers of division district officers (revenue) towards the polythene bag problem,” he said.


Meanwhile, a source in Sepa said that no set of rules had yet been framed under the 2006 polythene bags ordinance (which was later enacted by the provincial assembly). As a result, Sepa was obliged to look towards the CDGK’s municipal services group and division district officers (revenue), who could take action against offenders and hand them over to the police. He added that another reason behind the poor success of the drive against polythene bags was that there were some technical shortcomings and a review of the thickness criteria of marketable bags was pending.


“Despite the lapse of a considerable period of time, the rules that needed to be introduced in line with the prohibition of polythene bags act could not be passed on to the authorities for vetting since there is a plan to extend the prohibition from bags of under 30 microns’ thickness to those of 90 microns as well,” he said.


Authorities promise action

When contacted by Dawn, Sepa director-general Ali Ahmed Lund categorically denied that the preparation of rules pertaining to plastic bags had ever been put on the backburner and said that that the government continued to regard the bags as a menace.


He told Dawn that without waiting any further to review the micron factor, the Sepa would now move the authorities to frame and introduce the rules in line with the existing legislation. “After the appointment of 15 to 20 officers, about whom a request has already been made before the public services commission, Sepa will be in a position to monitor offenders against the environment and implement the relevant rules, including the anti-polythene bags provision,” he stated.


Meanwhile, the additional executive district officer (revenue) Karachi, Matanat Ali Khan, told Dawn that if the ban on the production, use and sale of plastic bags was extended once more through Section 144 CrPC, the DDOs and mukhtarkars in the towns would be reactivated to raid factories and shops in order to check the manufacture, sale and use of the offending bags. “In addition to the confiscation of the plastic bags, the relevant law prescribed a maximum prison term of three months and/or a fine of up to Rs50,000,” he added.


Unhappy with the government’s provisions, however, manufacturers and traders dealing with plastic bags said that the increase in the thickness of the banned bags to up to a hundred microns would further damage the livelihoods of hundreds of small industrialists, dealers and traders. “It would constitute an attempt shut down the plastic bags’ business in the province,” they stated.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-13, 28/04/2008)

MAY

Company offers biodegradable plastic bags

KARACHI: A biodegradable plastic additive ‘d2w,’ a chemical that can degrade polythene bags within 90 days if exposed to sunlight, has been imported by a local group of companies. 

Plastics can take up to 400 years to break down. Almost all the plastics ever made can still be found somewhere. Plastic is strong, durable, versatile, lightweight, safe and inexpensive. It is made from a by-product of oil refining which would otherwise be wasted, so nobody is importing oil to make plastic products. 


Arshad Answer, director of K Group of Companies, said that his company needs the support of the government to require plastic bag manufacturers to use this additive, as it is environmentally friendly. “We can get rid of the problems plastic bags cause, such as choked gutters, scattered plastic bags across roads, playgrounds and residential areas,” he claimed.


Arshad said that the additive is being imported from Symphony Environment, a British company, and its small quantity can convert poly-propylene (pp) and poly-ethylene (pe) into degradable material.

He said that the cost of the additive is reasonable; the prices of plastic bags with 30 to 50 micron will rise by only 5 to 7 percent. A polythene bag costing 10 paisas will cost 12 paisas, he added. “With a negligible rise in price, we can find a perfect and economical solution to the long-standing environment issue in the country,” Arshad stated.

He expressed disappointment over the lukewarm response of the provincial and district government. 


Referring to a drive by the City District Government Karachi that encouraged manufacturers to produce heavier plastic bags last year, Arshad said it was not an environmental friendly solution. He said the heavy plastic bags cost more and small shopkeeper would not able to afford these bags. This is the reason why the drive failed to achieve the desired results. 


The d2w is used worldwide to produce environmental friendly plastic bags. He said multinationals and international food chains are already using plastic bags with this additive in Pakistan.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/05/2008)

Waste disposal plan hits snag
KARACHI, May 25: The already delayed project of a door-to-door collection of city’s solid waste has suffered yet another setback as the Chinese firm, which had signed an agreement with the city government, has expressed its reservations over investing $230 million in view of the country’s fragile political and law and order situation.


Sources told Dawn that the overall political situation and the steps taken by the provincial government for the control of the water utility and the KBCA had compelled the Chinese firm to review its decision of investing in the project.

They said that the Chinese feared that their investment was unsafe as the provincial government might also take over the department of solid waste. Besides, they also withheld their investment plan keeping in view the overall national situation.


Sources said that a Chinese delegation called on the city nazim on May 24 and apprised him of their concerns. The nazim, however, assured them that nothing of this sort would happen and asked them to start their work to honour the agreement signed on January 11 to which the Chinese company sought some more time and agreed to start work on the project in August.


The project has been delayed for the second time as earlier the Chinese firm, Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited, was supposed to initiate its operation on April 1.

However, the company changed its mind and announced that it would launch its operation in six towns on June 1.


EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam told Dawn that the Chinese firm would now start its operation, initially in six towns, from August 14. “The front-end collection of garbage and road sweeping will begin from August 14,” he added.

The six towns selected for the initial operation included Saddar, Jamshed, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Liaquatabad, Gulberg and North Nazimabad.


According to the agreement, the Chinese firm is responsible for a door-to-door collection of solid waste in all residential and industrial areas of the city and its disposal on designated landfill sites. The CDGK will pay $20 per ton to the company for lifting and disposal of garbage. However, the city government would get 15 per cent of the total income to be generated by the company through recycling of the waste.


Sources said that the continuing depreciation of Pakistan rupee would also cause a financial loss to the CDGK as at the time of agreement one US dollar was equal to Rs60.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-15, 26/05/2008)

Garbage collection project delayed till August

The process of garbage collection by a Chinese firm scheduled to begin from June this year has been delayed till August 14 owing to some apprehensions by the company.


Officials told The News that the Shanghai-Shyong Corporation of China was reluctant to start work in the wake of the prevalent political situation in the country as well as the obtaining affairs in the local government.

Under the agreement, the city government will pay $20 per tonne to the Chinese company for lifting and disposing domestic and hospital waste as well as other chemical waste without posing threat to the environment.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal gave an assurance to Chinese consul general in Karachi on Saturday that the department concerned has nothing to do with the present political changes, declaring, come what may the Municipal Services Group of Offices would remain intact.


The Chinese firm was reluctant to begin the work, however, on the assurance of Mustafa Kamal they agreed to start work by August this year, as the contract conditions have been kept intact. It may be mentioned that the collection and disposal of solid waste has been privatized and handed over to the said Chinese firm for a period of 20 years.


According to sources, the Chinese firm will start a media campaign in the coming week to create awareness among the citizens in this regard.


In the second phase, the Chinese firm would impart training to the local municipal staff for collecting solid waste from 18 towns housing a population of 18 million people.

In the third phase, eight garbage stations would be build in the city to transport the collected waste to these landfill sites.


Under the agreement, the Chinese firm would be responsible for door-to-door collection of solid waste from all areas of the city and its disposal on designated landfill sites. The city government and town staffers as well as the required machinery would be placed at the disposal of the said firm which would be responsible for paying salaries to the staffers.


The company will be investing $250 million to upgrade the existing landfill site and developing one more such site in the suburbs of Karachi.


Sources mentioned that about 8,000 tonnes of solid waste was being generated in the metropolis for which the city government would be paying around $160,000 daily to the firm. The officials claimed that the city government and the 18 towns were spending around Rs 3 billion annually on the lifting and disposal of solid waste but the situation on the ground was not satisfactory as only half of the total waste was being disposed of at the landfill site. Now the estimated amount to be paid to the Chinese firm would be about Rs3.5 billion every year.


Sources claimed that the city government was going to impose a municipal tax across the city through which it would charge Rs25 per month for the lifting of garbage from each house. Sources opined that the revenue to be generated through the municipal tax would help the city government meet the cost to be paid to the Chinese firm.

At present, most of the 178 union councils were charging Rs 50 from each house under the head of garbage collection.


According to the agreement, the Chinese company would generate money through waste recycling project and it would pass on 15 per cent of the same to the city government. The Chinese firm will also install a waste energy plant at a later stage to generate 560 megawatts electricity. 


Under the agreement, it will sell power to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation and the city government will get 15 per cent of this revenue.


Sources believed that the privatisation of solid waste management would bring uniformity in the process, as at present the city government and the towns are doing this job separately. It may be mentioned that five firms had expressed interest in managing the city’s solid waste, and the city government had received the highest bid of $64 per tonne. 

However, the Chinese firm offered the lowest rate of $20 per tonne.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 26/05/2008)

JUNE

Garbage collection tax from July 1

Citizens will start paying a utility tax, recently levied by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), from July 1 for the collection of solid waste by a Chinese firm, The News has learnt.

Interestingly, however, the Chinese firm, Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Company Limited, will start its operation of collecting litter from across the city from August 14 - that too only in six towns of the city.


The public utility charges were imposed on the citizens of Karachi by the City Council on June 2 through a resolution passed with a majority vote.


The resolution allowed the authorities concerned to collect taxes, ranging from Rs100 to several thousands, from residential compounds as well as commercial and industrial entities for the provision of civic facilities.


Confirming the collection of public utility charges (PUCs) from next month, EDO Municipal Services of the CDGK, Masood Alam, told The News that the decision to collect PUCs had been finalised by the city authorities and now its modalities were being worked out.

“Initially, it has been planned that the Chinese solid waste management firm would collect the PUCs and pass it on to the CDGK after keeping seven per cent of it as fee for collecting the taxes. We hope that the system will work, as the firm will have better interaction with the people vis-a-vis its responsibilities of garbage collection” he said.

Admitting the fact that the recovery of utility charges was not an easy task in the local environment, he said that authorising the Chinese firm to collect the PUCs was being done on a trial basis but added that if the system failed something else would be tasked to recover PUCs.


He dispelled the impression that the public utility charges had been levied solely on door-to-door solid waste collection, saying that it was a tax every citizen should pay for using the city infrastructure, which was being developed by the authorities through their own resources.


Answering a question, EDO Municipal Services said the conservancy tax being collected by the water board had nothing to do with the solid waste as it (conservancy tax) was only the amount being recovered from the citizens for the disposal of sewage.


On the other hand, sources in the CDGK claimed that tax was levied to generate the funds needed to pay the Chinese firm the agreed amount of US$20 for disposing of each tonne of solid waste.


The sources said the proposal to levy public utility charges was incorporated in the draft of the CDGK budget for the fiscal year 2008-09 and it could only be collected after the approval from the City Council.


The CDGK will face next to no difficulty in getting the proposal approved from the City Council since the majority of the council members had themselves passed the resolution allowing the authorities to collect the tax.


According to the approved plans of the city authorities, citizens of Karachi will have to pay Rs100 to 1,000 per month as Public Utility Charges under six categories (according to plot size) on their residential units.


Similarly, commercial units established on 200 sq yards to 10,000 sq yards or above will have to pay Rs500 to Rs5,000 as public utility charges while industrial units covering an area of 1,000 sq yards to 5,000 sq yards and above will have to pay Rs500 to Rs2,000 per month under the same head.


In addition to that, permanent vendors and cabin holders will also have to pay the utility charges while residents of apartment buildings will contribute up to 20 per cent of the total maintenance charges collected from all inhabitants of any particular apartment.


Terming the entire process of awarding the contract of garbage collection to the Chinese firm ‘illegal’, leader of the opposition in the City Council, Saeed Ghani, said that whenever any such tax was levied, it was first thoroughly discussed by the public representatives.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 21/06/2008)
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