Four children killed in wall collapse
KARACHI, Dec 31: Four children, three of them girls, were killed within the jurisdiction of the Mominabad police station on Monday when a truck hit an abandoned plot’s wall, which collapsed on them.


Police said that the wall collapsed when the truck driver hit it whilst reversing his vehicle. The children who had been playing behind the wall in their street in Zia Colony near Usmania mosque were buried under the debris.

Hearing the cries of the trapped children, residents of the area tried to clear the debris but to no avail, and all four children died on the spot. They were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where doctors declared them dead.

The deceased children were identified as Reshma Naveed (7), Nida Bashir (4), Javeria Shahnawaz (6) and Osama Gulzar (10).


According to the police, the truck driver managed to escape but the truck, bearing the registration number JY-0833, was impounded and a case was registered against the driver at the Mominabad police station upon the complaint of the father of one of the victims, Mohammed Naveed.

A state of mourning prevailed in the area following the tragic incident. The children’s families were in a state of shock and moving scenes were witnessed at the time of the funerals. However, no untoward incident was reported.

Meanwhile, a motorcyclist was killed and his two pillion riders were injured when a recklessly driven dumper truck hit the motorcycle on the Northern Bypass within the jurisdiction of the Saeedabad police station.


The police said that Afzal (30) died on the spot while Shakil (22) and Anwar (25) were taken to a local hospital in a precarious condition. No arrest was made since the driver of the dumper truck managed to escape from the scene.

Assailants shot dead a motorcyclist in Federal B. Area within the jurisdiction of the Gulberg police station on Monday evening. Meanwhile, another charred body was found from Moscow garment factory, which had been set on fire by miscreants two days back. Police said that the body could not be identified. The death toll in the garment factory fire rose to nine.

(Dawn-17, 01/01/2008)

Four children buried alive under collapsed wall

Four children, including three girls, were buried alive under a wall which collapsed in Mominabad police limits. The relatives of the deceased alleged that the wall was constructed illegally in the area and encroachers built an illegal bus and taxi stand there. 


On Monday morning a report aired about the death of four children who were buried alive under a wall which was illegally constructed for a taxi and truck stand. The children killed were identified as Osama, 10, son of Deedar; Javeria, eight, daughter of Shahnawaz; Nida, four, daughter of Shabbir; and Rimsha, seven, daughter of Abdul Qadir. 


The police said that the incident occurred in Sector-4F, Zia Colony and on getting information they moved towards the spot and started removing the debris and found the dead children. However, the police lodged an FIR on the complaint of Mohammed Naveed and impounded the truck and raids were carried out for the arrest of the suspected driver. 

When contacted, Mohammed Naveed, a relative of deceased Nida and Rimsha, said that he was residing in the same area and the deceased children were his niece and nephew. On Monday morning, they were playing outside the house near a wall which was constructed illegally for the truck and taxi stand by some encroachers. 


It was about 9 or 9:30am when the above four deceased children were playing when a driver of a truck (JX-0833) started the truck which was parked on the other side of the wall and soon he reversed in speed and dashed against the illegal wall and the wall collapsed and fell on the children Osama, Javeria, Nida and Rimsha who were all buried under it. 

He along with other area men rushed to the scene immediately and started removing the debris and immediately took out the children who had already died. After committing the offence the driver of the truck fled from the spot. 

While the children were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for legal formalities and soon they returned with the bodies of the children. Mothers of the deceased children on seeing the bodies of their children fell unconscious. 


Naveed said that the deceased Rimsha and Osama were studying in Standard One and others were not in school. Nida, Javeria and Osama’s fathers were taxi drivers while the father of deceased Rimsha was handicapped and could not work and deceased Rimsha had one sister while Nida had four brothers. 

He added that during their initial inquiry they revealed that the accused drivers were identified as Ijaz and settled in the area from the past four to five months along with his family and soon after the incident was missing along with his family. 


Naveed maintained that they had also complained to the concerned departments several times but all in vain. Naveed said that the residents were disturbed after the construction of this illegal stand and mostly at night the drivers of taxis and trucks came and smoked hashish and disturbed the passing persons and he requested the higher authorities to take stern action against the elements involved in construction of this illegal stand and remove it immediately so that no such incidents occurs the next time.

(By Salis Bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 01/01/2008)

10pc hike for CNG stations

Commercial, industrial gas rates raised
ISLAMABAD, Jan 1: The government on Tuesday increased natural gas rates for commercial and industrial sectors by an average seven per cent with immediate effect. However, domestic consumers have been exempted from the hike.

The rates for CNG stations, transport and cement sectors, fuel for fertiliser (not feedstock) and power generation have been increased for both SNGPL and SSGCL, according to a notification issued by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra).

Ogra had proposed a 6.56 per cent increase in tariff for all categories, including domestic consumers, and sought a reduction by about 70 paisa per unit for CNG stations and cement factories under the jurisdiction of the Sui Northern Gas Pipeline’s proposal for a hike in gas rates for the domestic consumers, but allowed a 5.6 per cent increase in the rates of commercial consumers, including ice factories, and 10 per cent for CNG stations and cement factories at a uniform rate across the country.


The increase was allowed because prices of crude oil and high fuel sulphur oil (HSFO) had registered a constant increase during the June-Nov 2007 period which would result in a rise in well-head prices of gas producers for the period between Jan 1 and June 30, 2008.


Pakistan gas rates are linked with international oil prices.

The increase in average cost of gas, the government claimed, would cause a shortfall in SNGPL’s revenue requirement to the tune of Rs4 billion and Rs2.2 billion in SSGCL’s in annual accounts for 2007-08 and hence an increase in rates.


The consumer-end gas tariffs are revised after six months under the existing laws on Jan 1 and July 1 every year.

The commercial gas rates have been increased by Rs15 per MMBTU to Rs283.05 from Rs268.23, showing an increase of 5.6 per cent. The gas rates for general industry, captive power, power generation companies of Wapda and fuel for fertiliser have increased by Rs14 per unit to Rs251.55 per MMBTU from Rs238.38, showing an increase of 5.9 per cent.

Likewise, the rates for CNG stations have gone up by Rs27 (instead of Rs13 proposed by Ogra) per MMBTU to Rs291.36 from the existing Rs264.87, up by over 10 per cent.


Cement industry’s rates have also been raised by Rs31 per MMBTU to Rs335.67 per unit (instead of Rs320.97 proposed by Ogra) from Rs305.15.


Ogra had on Nov 20 sent two separate determinations in case of SSGCL and SNGPL to the federal government for the increase in gas rates as an interim measure to meet their revenue requirements. The authority held public hearings for the matter after allowing interim increase to the gas companies and is yet to come up with its final determination.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 02/01/2008)

Nationwide wheeljam on 15th planned
Transporters set deadline for compensation

KARACHI, Jan 1: The National Transport Ittehad (NTI) has set a deadline for the disbursement of compensation for the vehicles belonging to transporters that had been torched, destroyed or badly damaged during the recent violence, saying that it would observe a nationwide wheeljam on Jan 15 if they did not receive the compensation amount by then.


In a statement issued here on Tuesday, NTI chairman Salim Khan Bangash, president Raja Mohammad Rafique, Al-Haj Malik Ahmed Khan, Taj Khan Bangash, Nazir Hussain, Itminan Zai, Haji Saad Rauf Khan, Sharoom Khan and others claimed that as many as 1,450 trailers and 734 large-sized buses, besides oil tankers and trucks had been torched in the violence that continued for several days in Sindh after the assassination of PPP chairperson and former prime minister Ms Benazir Bhutto on Dec 27.


They pointed out that a large number of public transport vehicles — local buses, mini-buses, coaches, rickshaws, taxis and pickups — had been set ablaze and destroyed in many cities and towns of the country since Thursday evening. The Mianwali Transport and Awan Transport alone lost 400 trailers to rioters who set them alight in Sindh, they said, adding that the vehicles were carrying loads of various goods.


The NTI leaders deplored that there seemed no governance and law-enforcement agencies to provide security to the life and property of citizens soon after the tragedy. Despite passage of four days now, miscreants were still playing with the life and property of citizens, they observed.


Mr Bangash claimed that transporters suffered a collective loss of Rs70 billion, and attributed the uncontrolled violence to the negligence of the police and administration. “The government is responsible for the losses,” he said, adding that transporters should be paid compensation immediately.


The NTI also expressed its deep grief and sorrow over assassination of Benazir Bhutto as a national tragedy.

Meanwhile, a delegation of the Karachi Goods Carrier Association (KGCA) called on caretaker Home Minister Brig (Retd) Akhtar Zamin here on Tuesday and took up the matter of compensation with him. The delegation apprised him of the losses suffered by various transporters during the violence.Comprising KGCA president Mohammad Khalid Khan, vice-president Saifur Rehman Khan, general-secretary Ashiq Hussain Khan Niazi, joint secretary Mohammad Zia Razaq and other members, the delegation urged the home minister to ensure proper security to the life and property of transporters.

The minister assured the delegation that their problems would be taken up with the federal and provincial governments.

(Dawn-18, 02/01/2008)

Citizens expect improved traffic system in 2008

After a hectic twelve months of traffic jams, road traffic accidents (RTAs), completion of several flyovers/underpasses, excluding those expected to be functional soon, and debates over the change in the structure of the traffic police as per modern standards, Karachiites are hopeful that they would find some major changes in the city’s traffic situation in 2008.

Among all major developments and issues related to the city’s traffic, the year 2007, as believed by many people, mainly remained as the year of traffic jams while statistics indicate that 59 per cent RTAs (according to a research) involved motorcyclists whereas motor vehicle growth was believed to be a big contributor to traffic jams. Moreover, improper lane usage, illegal number plates and riding motorcycles without helmet were the most committed violations in the city.


Traffic jams, unfit vehicles causing pollution, RTAs, traffic hurdles caused by development work and performance of the traffic police remained the issues of concern throughout the year 2007. While other major developments in the department included the appointment of the new traffic police chief, launching of the Driving License (DL) Office official website and proposals of recruiting traffic wardens and equipping them with modern traffic control devices.


Several major traffic jams were reported last year, where the traffic police blamed the city government due to the poor road conditions and development work being carried out on all main arteries. Traffic police also highlighted the importance of a much needed mass transit system in the city that could discourage private vehicles, which is another big problem in the city. As more than 500 vehicles are added to the city’s traffic everyday, meaning more than 22 vehicles every hour.


According to the statistics given by the Excise and Taxation Department (ETD), the total number of registered vehicles was 1,708,853 till June 2007 that included 782,880 private cars, 706,269 motorcycles and more than 0.2 million commercial vehicles. According to the vehicle growth rate, another 0.1 million have added to the total vehicles by December 2007. “This rapid growth in number of motor vehicles is another big source of traffic jams,” said traffic police. Moreover, at least 6,000 to 7,000 more policemen are required to control the vehicular traffic in the megapolis.


Furthermore, the traffic police also identified other hurdles in traffic movement such as encroachments, lack of parking plazas and illegal intercity bus termini that are also causing traffic congestion in the city. Finally, the city government has decided to build parking plazas and the work on few has already begun. Some of the intercity bus terminals were also removed, however many of these are still operating in the heart of the city.


On the other hand, the city government initiated numerous projects and dug up almost all the major thoroughfares of the city, and criticised the traffic police for their inefficiency in regulating traffic. However, the issue was raised by civil society workers and petitions were filed in the court. The debate was raised to such an extent that finally both traffic police and the city government agreed on the need to recruit traffic wardens equipped with the latest traffic control devices. The shortage of traffic personnel was also one of the reasons, as per traffic police, which was proved during Ramazan when the CDGK volunteers were added to the force. This addition proved valuable as there was a remarkable reduction in traffic gridlocks.


Regarding RTAs, some 21 black spots were identified where most of the accidents took place. Eventually, the authorities have agreed to improve pedestrian facilities at these black spots and take measures that can help reduce the number of accidents at these points. It was also revealed that 59 per cent of the accidents involved motorcyclists and in this regard a drive against those riding without helmets was launched just at the end of the year which was a success.


Air pollution was another issue that was given immense importance last year. Several notices were served in this regard and the Sindh High Court (SHC) also instructed traffic police for taking actions against vehicles emitting excessive smoke. According to observers, one of the most controversial decisions of the year was the extension in the deadline for removing two-stroke rickshaws till 2010 by the Sindh Governor. However, a large number of four-stroke CNG fitted rickshaws are already operating, which is a good sign. But most of the rickshaw owners are still waiting for the approval of the locally converted four-stroke rickshaws that were presented before the secretary transport and a summary in this regard is yet to be approved. Meanwhile, the issue of big buses still remained unsolved due to pressures created by transporters and government’s inability to provide alternate means of transportation in case they take action against these old buses.


Apart from traffic problems, few major changes took place in the department as well. Former DIG traffic, captain (retd) Faluk Khursheed was replaced by DIG traffic, Wajid Ali Khan Durrani. Soon after his appointment, the department was criticised for severe traffic jams but some discipline was observed in traffic police department shortly after that initial phase. The Driving License (DL) office also launched its website to facilitate people while it has started work on computerising the DL branches. According to the traffic police, the efforts were made to control corruption and help ease the procedure of getting a driving license and efforts were made to create a transparent testing system.

Furthermore, the traffic police also launched few drives against specific traffic violations such as campaign ‘AFR’ and other illegal number plates, drive against tinted windows, helmet drive, drive against heavy vehicles and drive against public transport buses especially those loading passengers atop the buses. Among all these drives, helmet drive proved successful while other drives could not achieve desired results. However, the campaign against the use of abusive language by bus drivers, playing vulgar songs and carrying male passengers in the ladies compartments resulted in the revival of the conductors’ license that is yet to be properly enforced. Lastly, awarding of new motorcycles with basic communication devices to the traffic police did make some difference. 


Thus, 2008 would be a big challenge for the traffic police as they have been criticised for their performance, which according to the city government and most of the citizens is not up to the mark. However, Durrani is determined to bring massive changes in the department as he already did. Few policemen can now be seen wearing helmets, face masks, clean uniforms and performing their duties diligently.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 02/01/2008)

CNG dealers increase gas rates in Sindh
KARACHI, Jan 2: CNG dealers in Sindh, particularly in Karachi, have decided to increase gas rate by Rs2.50 per kg to Rs36 from Rs33.50 per kg following an Ogra decision to increase gas rates for CNG stations by 10 per cent.

In other areas of the country, CNG prices would go up by Rs1.85-2.99 per kg.


On the other hand, LPG retailers charged Rs68-70 per kg on Wednesday as compared with Rs65 per kg just one day ahead of Eidul Azha. Gas was available at Rs56-58 per kg a week back before Eid.


In Punjab, especially in Lahore, LPG is selling at Rs80-100 per kg.

An LPG distributor said there had been a gap in demand and supply from Thursday to Monday after the assassination of PPP leader Benazir Bhutto as two main producers in Sindh — Jamshoro Joint Venture Limited (JJVL) and Boby Field — had to shut their plants.

Coming back to CNG, some pump owners have already started charging higher rates from consumers from Wednesday evening while a majority of them would implement the new price from Thursday morning, a CNG dealer said.


The announcement regarding price increase in CNG had not been made by the two associations — CNG Dealers Association and CNG Station Owners Association — as rates are decided on their own by the dealers, he added.


Dealers have increased the rate in Lahore by Rs2.29 followed by Rs1.85 in Rawalpindi, Rs2.90 per kg in Peshawar, Rs2.05 in Sargodha, Rs2.99 per kg in Hazara and Rs1.85 per kg in Hassan Abdal.

However, he said the increase in CNG price would not make any adverse impact on its sale as it still attracts car owners in terms of saving as compared with petrol. He said after the rise in CNG prices, the saving percentage has declined to 50 per cent as compared with petrol. Prior to increase in CNG prices, there was a 54.5 per cent saving.


The population of CNG cars has increased to 1.628 million with 1,923 stations all over the country.


In July 2007, Pakistani roads were flooded with 1.21 million vehicles and 1,400 stations were in operation.

Pakistan may outclass Brazil and Argentina in the population of CNG vehicles.

Some 7,000 to 8,000 vehicles are being converted into CNG every month while some 3,000 new factory-fitted CNG cars are finding their way to roads from the local assembly plants.


While the population of CNG vehicles is on the rise, many people have set up gas stations on main busy roads near residential areas.


At the peak hours of filling by car owners, residential areas face problems of low gas pressure. Both the Ogra and other authorities are not taking this consumers’ problem seriously.

However, CNG Station Owners Association chairman Malik Khuda Bux pointed towards another problem by saying that about 70 per cent of CNG filling stations in Punjab (1,211 stations) and NWFP (296 stations) are facing problem of extremely low pressure gas supply.


Instead of 15 PSI gas pressure, these stations are getting three to four PSI which is damaging the filling equipment as these equipment cannot be operated below eight PSI, he said.


The SNPGL is supplying 1,800mmcf gas per day in its franchised network while the demand has increased to 2,200mmcf due to cold weather. However, CNG stations in Sindh are not facing problems.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-9, 03/01/2008)

Superhighway: lack of maintenance

I HAVE been using the Superhighway, off and on, while travelling to and from Karachi since the day it was inaugurated by Gen Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan, then president of Pakistan, in 1969. However, while travelling on this road I have not found a single moment without any anxiety: initially it was the frequent accidents due to overspeeding and now on account of lack of proper maintenance which claimed numerous precious lives. The road has, therefore, become a synonym of ‘frightening highway’.


It was in the mid-sixties that the government envisaged 138-kilometre-long expressway, initially connecting the bustling port city of Karachi with another big city of the country, i.e. Hyderabad. The contract of this giant project, one of its own kind, was awarded to an Italian firm which completed its construction in 1969: a record time in those days. Because of the excellent workmanship introduced in the country for the first time, this road was very rightly named ‘Superhighway’.


In the 1980s, keeping in view the unexpected increase in transport (railway being the cheapest mode of transportation was sabotaged deliberately which shifted the burden on to the roads), a dual carriage was also constructed by local contractors to lessen the burden on the original single lane; albeit of much inferior quality.


With the induction of such type of freeway which, on the one hand, reduced not only a distance of 25 miles between Hyderabad and Karachi and with increased driving speed limit, but also opened new vistas for the extremely backward region of more than 100 miles hitherto a rugged hilly terrain stretching between the two cities. The economic potential of the region is now being exploited, though not fully due to law and order problem, by establishing the ‘Nooriabad Industrial Area’, one of the largest industrial estates in Asia.

This dual-carriage road has gone through vicissitudes: changing control between the provincial and the federal government. Nowadays it is taken over by the National Highway Authority (NHA), an organisation of the federal government.


Initially when the NHA took over possession, the maintenance was started at a massive scale and became a regular feature. However, after renovating a large portion of one side of the road (left while travelling towards Hyderabad), maintenance work has been completely abandoned.


As a result of this criminal neglect, not only the entire road (left while coming to Karachi) has become extremely bumpy, at various places some large potholes have developed which appear so suddenly, sometimes causing severe damage to vehicles and at times causing fatal accidents.


This year the NHA has inaugurated M9 (for upgrading the road).The plan was originally conceived by Nawaz Sharif in his first term. How long will it take to expand the facility into M9 is yet to be seen, as even groundwork has not been started by now. However, in my opinion, more important is the regular maintenance of existing lanes, as the safety and security of commuters travelling on the road is of foremost importance. The NHA authorities should plan for repair of the dilapidated lane without delay.


DR KAZI KHADIM HUSSAIN, Hyderabad

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 03/01/2008)

Hike in gas price

THE government’s decision to raise the price of natural gas has serious implications for the people and all sectors of the economy. The worst hit will be the industrial users who have a 5.9 per cent hike to live with. This will result in a further blow to the already hobbling textile industry that has more than a few challenges to tackle and has seen the closure of a number of units for one reason or the other in recent times. Another one that will have to bear the force of the government decision will be the cement industry that had only recently started eyeing international markets in India and North Africa, among other regions, to export its commodity. All the various allied sectors and services that go with these two industries will naturally have a fate no different.


Besides, the timing of the escalation could not have been worse. The country is still trying to come out of the chaos that was generated by the government of Shaukat Aziz in the Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) sector when it had unnecessarily linked the local prices with the international market. The caretaker set-up mercifully reversed the decision early last month, but the market was yet to stabilise itself when the news came of the latest price hike. Gas rates in Pakistan are linked with international oil prices which have gone up of late and the government may have a technical reason behind its decision, but with the common man already burdened with inflationary trends that continue to rule the fate of even the most essential of items, it would have been more prudent to provide him with some cushion that has now been denied to him. Though by not touching the domestic consumer, the government has tried to give the impression of being soft on the masses, the 10 per cent hike in the prices of CNG, which has now become the basic transportation fuel in the country and of which Pakistan is one of the major users in the world, will lead to an inevitable domino effect that will crush all and sundry alike.

(Dawn-7, 04/01/2008)

Woman, child killed in accident
KARACHI, Jan 3: A woman and her two-year-old daughter died on Thursday when the motorcycle she was travelling on with her husband rammed into a moving truck in the Maripur area within the Site police station limits, locals and police said.


The area police said the accident occurred in the evening but they failed to trace the victims as they had left the crash scene for their residence in Lyari without reporting the matter to the police station and any hospital.

“But we have seized the truck and arrested driver Saif-ur-Rahman,” said Sub Inspector Bakht Jahan of the Site police station. “There are no confirmed reports about the accident as the truck driver claimed that it was not his fault and the motorcycles carrying the victims rammed into the truck’s rear wheel due to over-speeding.”


However, he said, the police came to know later that the family belonged to Lyari, adding that the family was neither interesting in pursuing the case nor willing to lodge an FIR against the truck driver.

The area people, however, the police reached the crash site a little late. They said the relatives of the affected family reached the spot earlier than the law-enforcers and took away the bodies with them.

“The affected family’s relatives also visited the Maripur police station where they wanted the custody of the truck driver rather than lodging a complaint,” said an eyewitness. “But after the police refusal they left the police station and didn’t bother to visit the Site police station.”

(Dawn-19, 04/01/2008)

Of traffic gridlocks and police tickets

The Capital City Police (traffic) has booked more than 0.1 million offenders for different traffic violations in 2007 as compared to that in 2006. The statistics also show that as compared to the preceding year, there was a 150 per cent increase in the number of challans issued to motorcyclists in 2007 for not wearing helmets. 


Although remarkable enforcement was observed in their helmet drive but those against tinted glasses, AFR mark, fancy or irregular number plates and passengers loaded on the roof of public transport buses could not yield any fruits for them. It would be a great challenge for the traffic police to come hard on commuters plying their vehicles in violation of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO) 1965 especially those committing the aforementioned offences which are believed to be the blatant violation of traffic bylaws and resulted in several drives.


The comparative statement of traffic violations for the year 2007 and the year before show that traffic police have issued 1084034 challans against different traffic violations in the metropolis. The same for 2006 was reported to be 981600 with a difference of 0.1 million. The aforesaid tickets were issued against both moving violations and other offences. Moreover, they imposed an over all fine of Rs10, 49, 98, 600 as compared to Rs9, 66, 58, 750 in the comparative year 27549 vehicles were detained in all offences as against 10073 in comparative year.

Interestingly, the statement revealed that by the end of 2007, a total of 123095 tickets were issued to motorcyclists without safety helmet while the same was reported to be 49180 in preceding year. Consequently, an increase of 150% was observed that can be justified when one observes the situation on city’s main thoroughfares. It may be added here that in the given total 65824 tickets were issued in the month of December alone during their drive which is still going on.


According to this statement the most number of tickets (209474) were issued against improper lane usage as compared to 154343 tickets issued for the same offence in 2006. Interestingly enough the same offence is said to be one of the biggest reasons for traffic gridlocks that turn into prolonged traffic jams. Despite issuing more than 0.2 million tickets the haphazard driving by commuters is still a common sight on city roads which means either the enforcement has no impact on offenders or the same needs to be increased by many times.


Similarly, 79256 tickets were issued against carrying passengers on rooftop of public transport buses. However, if one observes the situation on city roads there are a large number of buses still committing the same offence. It can easily be observed on Korangi Road, Rashid Minhas Road and even Shahrae Faisal in evening peak hours and beyond. 

The statement also revealed that as many as 75623 tickets were issued against carrying male passengers in ladies’ compartment of buses. Additionally, 666 vehicles were detained for improper ladies partition and three passengers were held for travelling in ladies compartment. Although there has been a remarkable reduction in this offence, however, women still have complaints in this regard especially during peak hours.


Similarly, 25739 tickets were issued to offenders plying unregistered vehicles and vehicles with irregular number plates (such as fancy number plates). Additionally, 2674 unregistered vehicles have been seized for bearing AFR mark. Although, a drive against vehicles with fancy number plates and that with AFR mark is still going on but traffic police has to increase the enforcement by a great deal to threaten such offenders.


It was also found that 61189 tickets were issued to the offenders plying their vehicles without mandatory third party insurance based on what payments are made to the parties who suffer during an accident.


For reckless and negligent driving 38687 tickets were issued which is something, say observers, need to be increased manifolds as the number of roads accidents are increasing due to various reasons like speeding and by motorcyclists who are involved in most of the road accidents.


According to another comparative statement by traffic police 1020 reported accidents took place in 2007 that resulted in 627 deaths and 839 injuries as against 1171 accidents in comparative year involving 658 deaths and 1042 injuries.

It may not be fair to say that despite especial campaigns traffic police could not control some of the aforementioned offences as most of their drives commenced in December at the fag end of the year. However, most people and critics believe that offenders should be taken to task round the year with the same kind of enforcement as seen in helmet drive.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 05/01/2008)

Development work at Nagan Chowrangi exacerbating misery of residents

The construction of a four-way flyover at Nagan Chowrangi in North Karachi is bringing renewed challenges and misery in the lives of several residents of the town. 


Since the construction of the flyover has started, traffic problems have increased manifold. “Traffic is a major problem here,” says a local rickshaw driver. He said that the congestion is greatest during the late evening hours. The residents of North Karachi Town, Union Council (UC) 1, where the flyover is being made, confirmed to The News that while the earth was being dug in order to lay the foundations of the flyover, the gutter and drainage network was adversely affected as the age-old sewerage pipelines have been opened up. They further said that it has exposed all the flowing sewerage, which is creating health, environmental and social problems. Rusted and broken pipelines have been exposed. Most of them have corroded to the extent that they have turned dark red and black in colour. The worst part is that nothing is being done by the town administration at the moment to replace these worn out lines with new ones. 


Dr Khalid Mahmood, a local general physician, said that the authorities working on the project of the flyover, failed to come up with an alternative plan that could ensure that the construction work does not create problems for residents living and working nearby. According to Mahmood, “They (authorities) do not consult people for alternatives. There should be no compromise on health and education.” 


Water related problems are not new to this locality anyways. Residents have been complaining of water contamination long before the present crises fuelled by interchange’s construction have now appeared on the horizon. Mahmood said, “At least two cases of dengue virus in this locality were confirmed at my clinic.” In fact, contaminated water related problems are noticed in this locality in high concentration, he added. Diarrhoea is one of the major diseases that put children here at great risk. According to Mahmood, “Death ratio of children suffering from diarrhoea increases as a result of fluctuating electrolyte misbalance in the body. 


Although water related health problems have been reported widely in all parts of Karachi over the years, the one in North Karachi Town UC 1 seems to be a bit different. Over here, the infrastructure planning authorities have opened up an already failing and feeble drainage system that has exposed the flowing sewerage, which in turn exacerbates health related risks and prevalent medical complications about which the authorities have never thought seriously.

(The News-20, 07/01/2008)

Traffic police hides behind excuses as situation worsens

Despite the well intentioned efforts by Sindh traffic police chief, Wajid Durrani to try and make sense of Karachi’s traffic, little has changed since he took charge early this year. To be fair to Durrani, he has taken up the challenging job of managing the city’s unmanageable traffic in end-August 2007. 


His predecessor, Captain Falak Khurshid, was removed because of his poor management of the city’s traffic and other questions about performance in the department. Five months down, Durrani has been unable to make much of a difference except possibly to get the traffic policemen to wear masks as they guide traffic in the smog that envelopes the city on any given day. He has made some initiatives such as introducing a patrolling force on five major city roads. But by and large the results have been limited.


Durrani takes same old excuse of an unprecedented rise in the number of cars and motorcycles on the city roads in the past couple of years for the jams that Karachi is witnessing these days. There is some merit in this argument. This assertion is backed up by Azhar Farooqi, the city police chief. More cars are indeed a problem. Owing to better economic conditions and attractive leasing options couple with a drastic drop in the price of motorcycles owing to market reasons, there is a flood of new vehicles on the road. But Farooqi adds that development work in the city has added to the mess. “When I came to the city in January 2007, the development work was in the first phase of digging. The entire traffic police was tied down in diverting traffic from one road to another.”

But the first stage is now over. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the nazims of the city, first Naimatullah Khan and then Mustafa Kamal, the road structure in Karachi has improved quite considerably in the past three years. There are flyovers, underpasses, overhead bridges and signal free corridors to deal with traffic jams. And yet, traffic snarl ups are common and the traffic police remains as helpless. Farooqi says that the situation has improved but “it is still not normal.” The problems are much deeper say others. The first is the levels of corruption in the department. Trucks, heavy vehicles and non-road worthy cars and trucks are allowed on the city roads after paying bhatta to policemen. So blatant is the bhatta culture that unauthorised buses ply on a daily basis on city roads where such public transport is banned and the police looks the other way. The pollution that comes out of some of these vehicles exceeds permitted standards several times over but there is no serious effort to check these irregularities. In fact, drives launched by the traffic police have mostly been ineffective. The traffic police launched a drive to make motorcycle riders wear helmets. But this drive yielded only immediate results. After the drive came to an end, the situation went back to most motorcycle riders not wearing helmets. 


Despite the high terror alert in the city, many cars, especially those owned by the rich and powerful drive around with tinted glasses. It seems to many that breaking traffic laws is a status symbol in Karachi while poor taxi drivers are hauled on the slightest pretext, cars with fancy number plates, laser lights or under-aged drivers are let go because the traffic sergeant looks the other way. A common sight is traffic signals being violated but the number of car drivers challaned is surprisingly low. Similarly, cars that violate simple traffic rules like staying in lanes, keeping to speed limits and having proper lights are usually not challaned. The rise in cars has also meant a rise in drivers of varying degrees of road sense. The worst traffic offenders are drivers employed for private cars as well as commercial drivers of vans and water tankers. The absence of standard procedures and allowance to traffic policemen a large degree of autonomy has meant that the situation has worsened. 


In all this, a proposal to hand over the city’s traffic police department to the elected Nazim has been floated. Comparisons have also been drawn to the overhaul of traffic policing system in Lahore, where young men and women have been selected on merit and are doing wonders with the city’s notorious traffic. While the political will is there, bureaucracy has again come in the way of searching for options. Durrani scoffed at the idea of handing over charge to the Nazim. At the same time, there is no long term initiative on the part of the traffic police department to better manage the city’s growing traffic. 


One of the main problems here is also that it is all good that a sizeable number of public transport vehicles are owned by police officials and their relations. This has meant that over the years, public transport vehicles have largely been left to their own. There are other influences at work. In 2007, the city Nazim entered into an understanding with another political party to allow two stroke rickshaws, a major polluter on the city roads, a reprieve till 2010. What is more amazing is the silence with which the city’s population took the announcement. The rickshaws were supposed to be phased out in 2007. 

As the challenges grow, the traffic police tries to grapple with the problems that it is not equipped to handle. In all this, the sufferers are the people of Karachi who remain silent and watch their city roads turn into avenues of death and smoke.

(The News-20, 07/01/2008)

Businessman takes another stab at CNG bus scheme


KARACHI: One government department has intervened with the Pakistan Customs that was refusing to allow in a batch of new CNG buses from the UAE because they had Indian parts. Thus, after an agonizing delay and one failed experiment in green buses, 15 CNG buses have reached Karachi and at least 10 more are expected in 60 days, Daily Times has learnt. The person behind the project, Ahmad Shabir of Swede-Bus Pakistan Ltd (SBPL), signed an agreement with the CDGK for 250 buses. But this is not the first time he has undertaken such a venture. In 2003, he brought in Scania diesel buses as part of the pilot project but as Daily Times discovered, the Rs 180 million project bombed and a loss of Rs 145 million was declared by Delloite & Touche. 


In the second project, the SBPL has ordered the environment-friendly CNG buses out of which 15 arrived at KPT from Abu Dhabi on Aug 2, 2007. Ten buses are waiting at a factory in Abu Dhabi and are ready to leave for KPT. 


Four years ago, 12 transport operators were issued licenses for the Urban Transport Scheme (UTS) but today not more than a dozen UTS buses are on the roads. What happened over the course of time, for various reasons, was a complete failure of the pilot project. A majority of the buses were leased by banks and leasing companies but when the stakeholders could not pay the installments, they were either taken back, sold to a new buyer or taken to the Punjab. 


Why did it fail? Part of the problem is, according to Shabir, a violation of the agreement that no other transporters would be given allocated route permits. However, he alleges that the Provincial Transport Authority (PTA) did just this. For example, routes 2-B and 4-C were off limits, but the authority issued permit to an Al-Qayyum Enterprises that put 25 buses on at least one of them. Furthermore, Shabir alleges that the sacked CDGK EDO Transport Tahir Soomro supported the Al-Qayyum Enterprises. 


There was also a pricing problem: The minimum tariff of the Green Bus was Rs 5 (up to 6km) and the maximum was Rs 20 (up to 28km). The tariff was set according to diesel prices (Rs 17). The CDGK has, however, refused to revise and increase the tariff as the price of diesel has over doubled to Rs 37.81 in four years.


Ahmed Shabir had started the Green Bus pilot project on Jan 1, 2003 with 32 diesel buses from Sweden’s Scania. Their last journey was dated Dec 25, 2006. These buses were environment friendly with Euro-II engines and they cost Rs 7 million each. Shabir’s Swede-bus Pakistan Ltd paid 15% GST and 10% in other taxes.


The buses were bought on cash terms from Sweden. After one year all of them were put under lease. Swede Bus Pakistan Ltd secured 60% (Rs 7m) after one-year’s depreciation through a leasing consortium (Saudi Pak Leasing, Pak Kuwait, Crescent Leasing, Atlas Leasing and Saudi Pak Agricultural and Industrial Bank). The government had promised to pay Rs 25m or eight percent of the leasing amount. 


The Allegations against SBPL: The Sindh Transport Authority has charged SBPL for the destruction of the Green Bus pilot project because of alleged irregularities and illegalities. It said that SBPL was served several legal notices and show-cause notices and it owed a large amount for the use of a bus depot in New Karachi Town. Shabir has clarified however, that the outstanding dues were cleared as the new contract was being signed. The authority issued notices for agreement violation, operating a non air-conditioned bus on route 16, irregularities on routes 15-E, 13-C, 16, 2-B and 4-C, avoiding operation on Sundays and payment of outstanding dues among others. 


The Sindh Transport Authority told Daily Times, however, that there was manipulation in the paperwork for the buses. They were manufactured with Ashok Leyland chassis but they were shorter than the bodies mounted on them, which were of a standard size. In response to this allegation, Ahmed Shabir told Daily Times that this was technically not possible; you cannot put a big body on a short chassis.

What happened to the old green buses: Shabir told Daily Times that 32 Scania green buses are still parked at a depot in New Karachi and are in sound condition.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 07/01/2008)

National Highway turned into junkyard post-December 27

There is absolutely no doubt that the entire city suffered extreme violence that resulted in the losses of billions of rupees during last few days. However, National Highway is perhaps the worst hit thoroughfare of the metropolis. The situation was so dangerous in the first few days that media coverage of the area remained minimal until several days later.


Recent incidents of violence, possibly the worst ever in the history of the city, resulted in the torching of over a thousand vehicles and partial destruction of numerous vehicles in almost every corner of the city. However, those torched or damaged on National Highway alone demonstrate the intensity of this eve’s violence. Moving along this highway on the initial days after December 27, one could find scores of torched buses, coaches, trucks, trailers, oil tankers, cars and other vehicles, giving the highway look of a vehicle junkyard. The portion of the same highway from Malir Halt to Ghagar Phatak comes under city limits and the very portion was like a display of burnt and damaged vehicles.


Further along this road, the first place where at least some 50 to 70 vehicles were torched altogether was Malir 15. It was shocking to see such a large number of vehicles burnt right in front of the office of Town Police Officer (TPO) Malir. Moving further on the same highway is the Quaidabad intersection where another (approximately) 50 vehicles were torched in front of a famous pharmaceutical company office. Similarly, from thereon up to Manzar Pump a large number of Goods carriers (trailers and trucks) as well as buses and cars were burnt in the middle of the highway and aside it. That is hardly a mile away from TPO Bin Qasim’s Office and a kilometre away from a Rangers head quarter in the industrial zone. If the numbers of vehicles torched at this site alone are counted the same will surely be around 100 or so. One wonders what these law enforcers were doing when this huge number of vehicles was being torched simultaneously.


After the Manzil pump, upon reaching the Cattle Colony (Bhains Colony) where some 20 to 30 small and large vehicles were torched. The colony is hardly a few yards away from the Malir Juvenile Prison and a couple of miles away from the Shah Latif Town Police Station. Moreover, a large of number of trucks, trailers and other vehicles were torched near Razzaqabad few yards from the Anti Terrorist Training Centre of Police, Razzaqabad. One can imagine the misery of drivers and owners of the burnt vehicles by counting them since they were certainly over 30. 


The chief victims were the oil tankers parked alongside the National Oil Refinery and the containers carrying goods into or out of Port Qasim. From Port Qasim up to the oil refineries there were at least 30 heavy vehicles that were burnt altogether at either side of this portion. Then from Steel Town to Gulshan-e-Hadeed and to the Ghagar Phatak vehicles particularly heavy vehicles were burnt either in clusters or individually on and along both the tracks. It is worth mentioning here the aforementioned points are the key intersections whereby heavy vehicles were especially set on fire in large numbers. However, from Malir Halt to Ghagar Phatak there were a large number of vehicles burnt individually and may count to at least 50 if not more than that. Moreover, almost all the petrol pumps located either side of the highway were set on fire completely or partially. A newly installed factory of Daewoo Motors situated right opposite to the police training centre was also set on fire by the miscreants.


The experience of the people along National Highway can be imagined with the fact that nearly no public transport operated on the same roads till Monday, December 31 the fourth day of the riots. Additionally, there are more than a dozen petrol pumps on that strip of some 11 kilometres but none of them were opened till December 31. Commuters through this highway were so scared of whatever happened on December 27 that they did not even trusted the Rangers deployed on the highway as only a slight traffic operated on the same thoroughfare later on Monday, December 31.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 08/01/2008)

Road traffic accidents: what lies beneath

Road Traffic Accidents (RTA) is one of the most critical issues in the city but the facilities given to the victims of road accidents are not up to the mark. Additionally, lack of public awareness about their legal rights and violations of traffic laws have deprived many victims or their heirs of the benefits they are legally entitled to.


It is very interesting to note that according to an official statement by Capital City Police (Traffic), 1,020 RTAs were reported last year and 1,171 RTAs were reported in 2006. On the other hand, if one views the facts given by Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention Centre (RTIRPC), it can be seen that their research team recorded over 33,000 RTAs from September 2006 to August 2007 alone. Moreover, their research team collected data from five major hospitals in the city, which means the total figure for the whole city will be more than this.


The reason behind this huge difference is very certain but needs attention. The figures given by the traffic police are based on reported accidents (accidents reported through medico-legal officers in both private and government run hospitals). While those compiled by the RTIRPC were based on interviews of accident victims treated at the five hospitals that were under taken by the RTIRPC for the purpose of research. The difference is due to the fact that, every injured person doesn’t go to a medico legal officer (MLO) for registering his accident. It is believed that most of the accident victims try to get away from legal formalities due to lack of awareness about their rights and partly due to poor system that at times become a headache for the already suffering people.

It is very obvious that the medico legal facilities at most of our hospitals are not up to the mark and general public is also not aware of their rights in case of accidents. Some times it takes as long as two to three hours to fulfil the medico legal formalities. Moreover, in case of trauma on highways the injured are brought to hospitals but the police officers from concerned police station takes time to complete the formalities. 


In order to deal with this issue, firstly a complete set up for the victims of RTAs is needed that should have all necessary facilities to handle an accident victim within minutes, if not in seconds, then medico legal process should be made compulsory for all the RTA victims to help them get compensated later, on the basis of the accident report.

Meanwhile, another shocking fact is that in 2007, 61,189 people were issued tickets for not having mandatory third party insurance, a blatant traffic violation. With more than 60,000 people booked for not having insurance, one can imagine the over all number of vehicles plying in the city without this compulsory document. Irony of fate for Karachiites is that 624 people were killed while 839 were injured in the RTAs as per statistics given by the police but hardly any of them could get compensation since there is every likelihood that vehicles involved in most of the accidents didn’t have third party insurance and victims or their heirs are not aware of their rights to claim for compensation.


According to laws any one injured in a road accident is entitled to immediate medical attention by the nearest doctor. Moreover, all the codes of ethics regulating the operation of medical profession from International Code of Medical Ethics up to Declaration of Geneva are unanimous on one point that a doctor must always bear in mind the obligation of preserving human life at all cost, which means no doctor can deny treatment to an accident victim even if no FIR is provided. Additionally, there is no provision in the Pakistan Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code, Police Rules and Motor Vehicle Act, which prevent a doctor from promptly attending seriously injured persons in accident before the arrival of police. One of the legal rights of the accident victims is that they are entitled to claim compensation by filing a suit in Civil Court within one year from the date of accident.


The issue of concern here is that if people don’t have third party insurance how can an RTA victim or his heirs get the compensation. Similarly, going through medico legal process at the time of treatment is highly significant as it helps one provide evidence in the court of law after he has filed his claim. Here, traffic regulatory authorities have a pivotal role to play as they should not allow any vehicle on the road without insurance so should the concerned department (i.e. Excise and Taxation Department in that case). Similarly, governments should also ensure smooth medico legal procedure at all the hospitals across the city by improving the existing ones.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 08/01/2008)

Bridge collapse report ready

KARACHI, Jan 8: Federal (caretaker) Minister for Communication Barrister Habibur Rehman has said that the inquiry report pertaining to the collapse of the Shershah bridge, a part of the Northern Bypass, is ready and will be made public within 10 days.


Talking to journalists at the National Highway Authority (NHA) office here on Tuesday, he said that interrogation with all those concerned had been completed and the report was now ready. He, however, declined to share contents of the report with the journalists. The bridge had collapsed in mid-2007 just one month after its inauguration by President Pervez Musharraf.


Mr Rehman, addressing a press conference, also expressed his views on the losses caused to public and private properties during the spate of violence that followed the Dec 27 assassination of former prime minister Ms Benazir Bhutto. He said that the next elected government would face a huge economic challenge due to the colossal damage incurred on account of the rioting. “The fruits of the eight-year economic development have been damaged,” he remarked. The burden will ultimately trickle down to the taxpayers,” he added.

(Dawn-19, 09/01/2008)

Truckers unite, threaten strike


KARACHI: Transporters, still angry about the losses they sustained in the rioting, have formed their own action committee as they say the government is not helping them. 

One truckers’ union’s Malik Javed Awan told Daily Times that the transporters had decided to unite in light of the government’s cold response to their grievances. When it came to the economy, the transporters played an important part, but even though five billion rupees worth of goods and vehicles were set ablaze not a single government official had contacted the victims. 


Members from the executive bodies of member associations of the Supreme Council of All Pakistan Transporters have been inducted as members of the action committee. The action committee would be announced at a press conference next week and its decisions would be respected, as there could be a strike for an indefinite period. 

“We do not want to go on strike but it has become an unavoidable compulsion,” Awan told Daily Times, adding that the first meeting of the action committee would be held on Saturday Jan 12 at the office of the SGTTOA.


The action committee would comprise the Oil Tankers Association, Reti Bajri Dumpers Association, Sindh Goods Truck, Trailer Owners Association, National Front Goods Association, Pakistan Transport Federation, All Pakistan Goods Transporters Welfare Association among others.

Sindh Goods Truck, Trailer Owners Association president Alhaj Malik Ahmed Khan told Daily Times that the governor should do something to help them. He should issue directives for intensive patrolling on the Super Highway, Northern Bypass, Indus Highway and National Highway and set up police or rangers check posts.

They complained that transporters approached the Sindh home secretary for protection and the recovery of vehicles but did not get a response. Likewise, caretaker prime minister Muhammadmian Soomro was approached for compensations and protection. “Do not press us transporters to strike for an indefinite period. If this happens then the situation would worsen, which would not be in favour of anyone,” Khan warned. 


The association’s Abdul Rahim Shah told Daily Times that political parties wanted to use the riots and transporters’ issue as pressure tactics. There are already several crises such as the flour, water shortage, power outage, law and order and suicide bombing problems, the country doesn’t need any more trouble. The transporters believe that they were targeted and ruined so that the transportation of goods throughout the country came to a halt.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 10/01/2008)

Threat posed by birds to aircraft underlined
KARACHI, Jan 11: Speakers at a seminar stressed that areas around airfields should be kept clean and free of garbage to avoid costly accidents caused by birds striking aircraft, adding that approximately 60 incidents of such ‘bird strikes’ occurred in the country annually.
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KARACHI: Garbage dumps near
airfields are magnets for
scavengers, particularly birds,
that can violate the flight path
of aircraft and cause serious
accidents.—PPI




Speakers at the seminar on ‘Bird Animal Hazards’ organized here by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) on Friday said that garbage, particularly leftover food, attracted vultures and other scavenging birds which, when flying in the airport’s flight path, increased the risks of birds striking aircraft. They said on average, a bird strike cost approximately $40,000.

They said that the bird strike-related loss to the airline industry worldwide annually stood at approximately $12 billion as well as causing a considerable loss of life, both of which could be minimized if preventive steps like keeping the vicinity of airports garbage free were adopted.


The CAA’s AVM Sajid Habib said that bird strike had now become a major economic as well as social issue as it affected passengers, flight crews, airlines, aircraft and engine manufacturers, airport management and local as well provincial governments, adding that the menace could only be solved when all the major stakeholders made joint efforts.


He urged people living in the vicinity of airports as well as commercial establishments like marriage halls nearby not to throw their leftover food in the open garbage dumps as it attracted birds, which in turn posed threats to aircraft. He said that scientifically handled bird control measures could reduce the risk factor to an acceptable level, adding that efforts were also being made to comply with all the safety standards prescribed by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on the issue.


The CAA’s calibration chief, Abbas Petiwala, said that efforts were being made to streamline land use in the vicinity of airports and to create awareness among the masses and civic agencies so that the bird strike menace and related environmental issues around airfields could be solved with joint efforts.


‘Killing birds not the answer’

Civil Aviation Training Institute chief Mujahid Islam suggested that killing the birds in the vicinity of airports was not the solution as he cited the example of China, where all the birds in the vicinity of an airport were killed and it affected the crops in the surrounding area, as the pests in the agricultural fields, which earlier used to be consumed by these scavenging birds, had no predator left so their growth increased, as did their capacity to harm the crops.

He suggested that a bird repellent system using noise could be employed, which was low cost and low maintenance. “The birds would not be killed and would be repelled and shift to other places away from the airports,” he added.


PIA’s Col (retd) Mansoor gave the bird strike related data of his airline and also said that basically it was the CAA’s responsibility to check the bird menace; however, the airline could provide some assistance if asked by the authority. Col (retd) Shaukat Ibrahim of a private airline, giving data of incidents involving his airline, cited an incident that occurred at the federal capital, with the cost of aircraft repair coming to approximately $100,000. He said that the bird strike threat during night should also be addressed.


City government representative Mr Jehangir said that efforts would be made to keep the areas in the vicinity of airports free from garbage, particularly foodstuffs. He also urged people not to throw leftover food in the open, but to dispose it of properly so that it did not attract birds, which would threaten air traffic.


It is worth recalling that some time back, the PAF, which had also lost a few of its aircraft due to bird strikes, had urged the masses and the civic agencies to keep the areas in the vicinity of airfields clean so that they did not attract birds.

(Dawn-17, 12/01/2008)

Ring roads the answer to Karachi’s traffic woes?

Ring roads or loops have been proposed under the Karachi Strategic Development Plan-2020 to ease traffic congestion which has attained an alarming proportion in Karachi.


When a traffic gridlock occurs at any artery, there is no alternative route to divert the traffic flow and in case a central point of the city gets blocked then a vast portion of the city gets paralysed. The KSDP-2020, which has been recently approved by the City Council, provides for ring roads and bypasses in order to counter all of these issues.

The solution of city’s transport problem lies in mass transit but such a system is a mere dream for the residents of Karachi.


KSDP-2020 proposes that an important road and highway initiative is the creation of ring roads. These are meant to relieve congestion on major radial arterials emanating from the centre; create mobility alternatives near the port and the central business district; create a bypass on the north, east and west allowing freight traffic and thus reducing congestions on radial roads; and help define the boundary of peripheral growth.


Central Ring Road (R1) is a loop approximately 32 km long with grade separation all along it, and will utilise the alignments of Lyari Expressway, Jail Road, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Korangi Road, Khayaban-e-Rumi, Mai Kolachi bypass and the Mauripur Road.


Inner Ring Road (R2) is 32.5 km long; shares its alignment with R1 in the south-western part, has separate northern & eastern alignment. It begins at the Lyari Expressway intersection with Mauripur Road, proceeds up to Gulbai; intersects the RCD Highway and Manghopir Road; and uses Nazimabad, Liaquatabad Road, Sir Shah Suleman Road, Habib Ibrahim Rehmatullah Road and joins with Shahrea Faisal.


Northern Ring Road (R3) on the northern bypass is 65 km long. It will incorporate the existing northern bypass road and will be extended southward on east and west ends. On the east side it will proceed just west of the Malir Cantonment to Sharea Faisal. On the west side it is linked to the RCD Highway.


Outer Ring Road (R4) is conceived as long-term development beyond the time horizon of the KSDP-2020. The southern sections are partly in place. 


The western extension will begin at the RCD Highway, continue towards west and end near Hawksbay. The eastern portion will provide accessibility to the eastern part of the city, running through Korangi, Landhi and Bin Qasim, further linking the existing link road up to “Education City”.

(The News-13, 13/01/2008)

When will Karachi’s burgeoning parking needs be addressed?

With the growing demand for parking across the city, a mutli-storeyed car parking plaza of about 1,500 cars will be built by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) at the Civic Centre, University Road, at an estimated cost of Rs15,957,6021.


The CDGK has invited sealed tenders from the registered contractors in the transport and communication group of offices, CDGK. 


Contractors have been advised to collect the tender documents on payment of non-refundable tender at a cost of Rs25,000 with an earnest money of Rs31,91,520. The earnest money of the first three lowest bidders will not be returned till finalisation of the tender.


The sealed tenders will be opened on January 31. The CDGK is already constructing a parking lot in Lines Area near Saddar Empress Market.

However, parking on I.I. Chundrigar Road, the business hub of the city, remains a serious issue. Vehicles are parked on both sides of this road, which increases the possibility of a complete traffic mess there. Many believe that the CDGK needs to initiate a huge parking project to cater to the needs of the business hub.

In fact, by and large, the city desperately needs more parking lots as finding parking in different spots of the city remains a huge problem. 


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, talking to The News, said that the CDGK intended to introduce computerised facilities at parking lots but will encourage private-public partnership to first initiate the sprouting of parking lots across the city.

He said parking lots these days were not only required for commercial centres but also around residential areas as they, too, were heading towards rapid commercialisation.


According to a survey carried out by the CDGK, there are no proper parking lots on I.I. Chundrigar Road, with one lot near MCB already being exhausted due to the huge demand.


A senior officer of the CDGK dealing in the transport sector said that another issue at these parking lots was the provision of security under the prevailing situation of uncertainty.


The officer said that, for this reason, one had to employ help from experts, possibly from abroad, who were experienced in designing huge parking lots fitted with all modern facilities, including security cameras.


These parking lots could be expensive, but the added expenditure could be swallowed in the name of security, he added.

Places where parking lots are urgently needed include Saddar, Merewether Tower near Mohammadi House. While KMC’s old building does have its own parking lot, the space has also been squeezed with the increase of the city’s vehicular population.


In Karachi, 600 cars are daily registered and, according to the Motor Vehicle Tax Department, this number will shoot up to 800 in the middle of this year.


Another adverse factor is that private shopping centres being constructed are able to ignore the parking provision laws with the collusion of the Karachi Building Control Authority. Such a situation is evident from the parking problems in areas such as Tariq Road.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 13/01/2008)

Rickshaw drivers consider switching back to petrol


KARACHI: Twenty-seven-year-old Nasir came to Karachi three years ago, lured by the stories his friends told him about the city being the “Dubai” for auto rickshaw drivers. He bought a rickshaw and had it converted from petrol to LPG just before gas prices increased to Rs 70 per kg, making him reconsider running his rickshaw on petrol. 

“I had planned to collect some money her and then return to my native village Dera Adamkhel, NWFP. But now I am stuck here, as I have to repay the money I borrowed for the conversion,” Nasir told Daily Times.

He said that the government had recently announced that LPG would be sold at Rs 63 per kg but LPG vendors in Karachi are charging Rs 70 to Rs 72 per kg. “We have no choice but to increase our fares and sometimes we too feel bad asking for high prices for small distances,” he admitted. 


According to the Karachi Taxi, Motor Rickshaw and Yellow Cab Owners Association, there are 52,000 rickshaws and 32,000 cabs in the city, most of which recently switched from petrol to LPG. “We paid much to convert when the government made us switch to LPG by saying that rickshaws were posing a direct threat to the environment. We were expecting that the government would keep their word but by the time we all converted, the government had changed and now we are left to the mercy of LPG shopkeepers,” said Hafiz al-Haq Hasanzai, president of the association.


He said that every year in winter, LPG vendors increase prices on the pretext of fuel shortage but don’t decrease the price once winter ends. “Our organization has repeatedly requested the authorities to issue licenses to LPG shops, as was done with petrol pumps, so that the government can monitor the prices they charge. But the government completely ignores our requests and anyone can open a shop and charge whatever prices they want.”

He said that the government must establish a system of checks and balances on these shops. “We are avoiding a protest as the city is still recovering from the rioting asfter Benazir Bhutto’s assassination and we do not want to create problems for common citizens.”

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 13/01/2008)

52,000 rickshaws to be converted to CNG


KARACHI: The Ministry of Transport has decided to adopt an open policy and invite over 14 CNG auto-rickshaw manufacturers from Sindh to convert 52,000 two-stroke petrol-operated rickshaws to four-stroke CNG rickshaws. Rickshaw owners are, however, not happy because most cannot afford the new engines.


Earlier, All Karachi Rickshaw, Taxi and Yellow Cab Association (AKRTYA) President Hafiz-ul-Haq Hasanzai had tried to obtain permission from the Ministry of Transport to convert over 100,000 two-stroke rickshaws in Sindh.


Sources in the transport department told Daily Times that that the Sindh transport, labour, industry and commerce department’s secretary, Rasool Bux Phulpoto, has invited all the major CNG rickshaw manufacturers to take up the task of supplying CNG engines. A meeting has been scheduled for January 15 at the secretary’s office in the Sindh Secretariat. 


A high-ranked officer in the Ministry of Transport told Daily Times that this decision is being taken in order to prevent the emergence of a monopoly for the conversion process. It was decided to adopt a free and open policy because the escalating environmental pollution is the main issue that needs to be addressed. 

“Anyone who can come forward with a better plan for CNG conversion will be asked to do the job,” he said. But, if the manufacturers fail to take up the task, then, the Ministry of Transport will invite everyone who can perform the conversion through advertisements.


Sources also confirmed that the Sindh transport authorities have invited AKRTYA’s Hasanzai to do the conversion job, but he will not be given any financial benefits against the cost of the engines and conversion expenses.


Rickshaw owners told Daily Times that although the open conversion policy seems like it benefits the owners of two-stroke petrol-operated rickshaws, most of them cannot afford the cost of the engines and expenses required for CNG conversion. Most rickshaws were purchased on installments and many have paid off the installments.


Hasanzai had presented a CNG-converted rickshaw to the transport authorities in November, 2007. It was thoroughly examined by motor-vehicle inspector Manzar on orders from DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Durrani. Manzar had passed the rickshaw commenting that it was fit from all aspects. But, the rickshaw that was passed had an Indian-made CNG engine, which the transport authority objected to for reasons such as smuggling, the issue of which is out the jurisdiction of transport authorities.


Rasool Bux Phulpoto had previously told Daily Times that more than 15 import licenses for the import of CNG rickshaws had already been issued. There would be complications because the import policy would have to be amended for the import of Indian-made items, which is not his job.


The AKRTYA was not happy and tried to approach the Sindh governor to obtain a favour. The transport authorities consider the open policy a benefit to rickshaw owners, as opposed to a selective group gaining a monopoly, Daily Times learnt.


The two-stroke auto rickshaws were supposed to be phased out from the province by June 30, 2007, but, former Sindh chief minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim had extended the date till 2010. The endorsement of the Sindh High Court is still being awaited.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 14/01/2008)

Easing Lahore’s traffic jam

TRAVEL on Lahore’s main roads is increasingly turning into a nightmare many would rather avoid. There are not just more vehicles on the city’s roads than can be managed well; there is also an utter absence of traffic sense among most of the road-users — drivers of all kinds of vehicles as well as pedestrians. Their lack of knowledge of road rules makes matters worse and is a big factor in the high incidence of accidents. What is worse, there is no information about the traffic-load on a given road at a specific time. If the authorities are to be believed, this may change in the coming days. In a meeting recently, the traffic authorities in Lahore have decided to put up eight digital display boards at the busiest crossings in the city to inform the commuters, drivers and others about traffic conditions on various main roads. The traffic police will also use FM radio stations to provide information about the volume of traffic on various roads at a particular hour. This will be backed up by a 24-hour free telephone help-line for people wishing to be informed about the traffic situation before they hit the road or during their commute if they need to change their route. People will also be able to obtain this information from a website being specially set up for the purpose.


Along with a raft of other measures like a better monitoring and supervision mechanism for traffic wardens and providing drivers and commuters with training on better traffic sense, these measures should improve the flow of traffic on Lahore’s congested arteries. People will certainly be relieved of a lot of agony if they could use their knowledge of traffic conditions to plan their routes. But this can only happen if a concerted campaign is launched to inform them about all the facilities available and how they can be accessed. Without such a campaign, the benefits of all these measures are not likely to materialise.

(Dawn-7, 16/01/2008)

Monstrosities along city roads
I am amazed at the ability of our people to create ugliness and disfigure things that look nice. What weird psyche is this? Look at the ugliness created in the form of graffiti on walls, meaningless words, advertisements of quacks, preposterous slogans of politicians anxious to get to the assemblies to “serve” the people! The moment an overhead bridge, an underpass or a [image: image2.jpg]S shanis

these giant hoardings, they have yet to be

dismantled. —Photo by writer



building is constructed, the walls are disfigured with graffiti, posters are pasted all over and every nook and corner is putrefied by pan-chewing people. Look around and you will see this spectral side of our fellow citizens’ attitude towards things that look nice and clean.


The mother of all ugliness, however, is the billboard. While graffiti, wall chalking and pan stains can be removed easily, the heavy billboards standing on solid steel pillars are difficult to remove. Perhaps those who are in this business have made it a point to construct them in such a way that you would think twice before even considering removing them! According to Ronald D’Souza of Shehri, till last summer as many as “17,000 billboards stood in Karachi out of which 13,000 were illegal.” At many places, they had even put up ‘multi-storied’ boards, one on top of another!


I hope people of Karachi have not forgotten the tragedy that struck the City of Lights on that fateful day of June 26, when a storm lashed it and brought down a large number of hoardings on the unsuspecting passersby, killing many, maiming many more, destroying properties. There was great hue and cry in the media – so much so that the authorities could not help but take action to remove them. But how adroitly the job was done! While most of the billboards in areas under the city government were promptly removed, a majority of them in the jurisdiction of various cantonment boards were only stripped of their “skin”. The massive steel frames fixed on heavy steel pillars were left untouched. They stood there, defiantly, menacingly, waiting for the dust to settle down. Now, after only six months, these ugly skeletons have started to be draped with advertisements offering consumer products to the bewildered masses.


One might recall that on March 27, 1992 one had presented in this newspaper extracts of a survey conducted in 1986 of hoardings installed haphazardly along major roads in the city. Yes, even in those days hoardings, even though only in hundreds, were a nuisance. That same year (1992) the then chief minister had constituted a “Chief Minister’s Aesthetic Committee” comprising prominent citizens, the main task of whom was to examine and oversee all activities for the beautification of the urban environment of Karachi. The committee’s recommendations were supposed to be implemented by the concerned civic agencies.


The committee would also look into the eyesores called “monuments” built by the KMC and the KDA at various roundabouts without any care for aesthetics and stop their further proliferation.


Among the many things we did during the one year of the CMAC before it was disbanded unceremoniously by the next chief minister, the most difficult task was the removal of hoardings. Had it not been for the help of the then commissioner of Karachi, it would not have been possible to remove so many hoardings that stood at most inappropriate places. We were then told that they would come back in a big way. Indeed they did. Not only the Aesthetic Committee was sent home by the new chief minister, much larger, heavier and electricity-consuming billboards appeared all over the city turning Karachi from ‘The City of Lights’ to ‘The City of Hoardings’. What is noteworthy, however, is that while the old hoardings used to be sold for 10,000 to 15,000 rupees, the new ones are now sold to advertisers for one million to four million rupees each. Is it possible that the business flourishes without the approval and patronage of officials? It is a free-for-all – the CAA, the Railways, KMC, KDA, cantonment boards, all found a great opportunity to make money by selling their sites.

It is sad that even after so many lives lost on account of the falling billboards, the authorities are again allowing these massive billboards to proliferate all over the city. Haven’t we enough on our plate already in the form of insecurity, traffic congestion and pollution to be subjected to a new threat?

A lot of good work has been done in Karachi by the city nazim and his team. One hopes that they will have the political will to ensure that the city looks decent and presentable.

(By S.M.Shahid, Dawn-18, 16/01/2008)

POL, power prices likely to shoot up

ISLAMABAD: Some hard decisions are likely to be taken at a high-level meeting here today (Wednesday), said a senior official in the president’s office. These include passing on the increase in the price of petroleum products to end consumers, raising power tariff as recommended by the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra), and levying new taxes to cover up the loss sustained by the country because of the wheel jam strike in the wake of the assassination of Ms Benazir Bhutto, . 


The official said a meeting of the team of the government’s economic experts had been convened by President Musharraf to consider the grim economic situation and finalise the modus operandi to cope with the challenges to the economy for the remaining six months of the financial year 2007-08. 


The vital meeting is expected to give serious consideration to corrective measures to be taken to mitigate the impact of the losses suffered by national economy of late. In addition, decision about slashing the development budget is also likely, the official said. 


Caretaker Finance Minister Dr Salman Shah will sensitize the president about the mid-year economic review. Prime Minister Muhammadmian Soomro has already been briefed on January 12, particularly on the economic situation of the country, the official added.


Dr Salman Shah confirmed that President Musharraf would be briefed today on the economic situation and a strategy would be chalked out to meet the challenges that the economy was facing. He said the future course of action to remain within the fiscal deficit target of 4 percent would be finalised.


Pakistan’s budget deficit is all set to widen to 6.5 percent against the 4 percent target fixed in the annual budget 2007-08 in case the government does not pass on the increase in the oil prices registered in the international market during the last seven months to end consumers in the country.


According to preliminary estimates, the country in toto sustained Rs 260 billion loss in the wake of the massive increase in the oil prices in the international market and not passing on its impact to end consumers, large scale import of wheat, freezing of power tariff since long, and massive damage to Railways infrastructure and revenue loss during four days of unprecedented protests and riots across the country following the assassination of Ms Bhutto on December 27.


The Ministry of Finance wants that either the increase in oil prices be passed on to end consumers or they be allowed to go for cut in the development budget to remain within the fiscal responsibility law, otherwise the budget deficit would surge to 6.5 percent.


The official said that Pakistan would have to absorb a loss of Rs 136 billion by June 30, 2008 if not allowed to increase the oil prices in the country. In addition, the government has so far borne a loss of Rs 55 billion for not increasing the power tariff and Rs 20 billion are to be spent on import of 2 million tonnes of wheat despite the government claims that the country had a bumper crop of 23.5 million tonnes of wheat last year. 


If the government does not notify the increase in power tariff as recommended by Nepra, then the current subsidy of Rs 55 billion on tariff would further swell and the government is not in a position to absorb any further shocks.

Railways infrastructure got hugely damaged to the tune of Rs 13 billion and the government suffered revenue loss of Rs 35 billion during the four-day strike after Ms Bhutto’s assassination.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 16/01/2008)

Shershah Bridge Collapse

Where is the inquiry commission’s report?

Four-and-a-half months after the Shershah Paracha Chowk bridge collapsed on the Northern Bypass, the commission investigating the incident is yet to submit an inquiry report. This has fuelled suspicions that authorities concerned may be trying to brush the matter under the proverbial carpet for political purposes.


The bridge collapse on September 1, 2007, killed over a dozen people. One of the members of the inquiry commission has also passed away since it was constituted.


The Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission (PMIC) chairman, Lt. General (Retd) Farooq Ahmed Khan, had constituted a seven-member inquiry committee on September 3 (two days after the incident) to investigate the matter and identify the parties and the causes responsible for the collapse of the bridge. Three of the committee members were academics from the NED University of Engineering and Technology, Karachi, while the rest were structural engineers, bridge designing experts and a lawyer. 


On November 18, one of the members of the committee (a structural engineer with expertise in bridge designing and structure), Prof. Zafar Razzak, passed away. To date, however, no one else has been appointed in his place. 

The inquiry committee is comprised of Prof. Dr Sahibzada Farooq Ahmed Raffiqui, Farooq A. Chaudhry, Prof. Zafar Razzak, Prof. Dr Sarosh Hashmat Lodhi, Farrukh Hassan Pasha, Munir Ahmed Rana and a lawyer whose name was not disclosed.


A member of the inquiry committee, on the condition of anonymity, told The News that although Prof. Razzak had passed away, he had completed the task assigned to him. Other committee members were, however, still not done with their assignments.


It is worth mentioning here that the caretaker federal minister for communication had promised in a recent interview that the committee would present its report within a few days, and the findings would be made public as soon as the authorities received the report.


The inquiry committee member that The News spoke to said, however, that owing to the absence of two of its members, who were in Saudi Arabia to perform Hajj, the committee was currently not functioning — hence the delay. He refused to give even a tentative date for when the report would be completed, and said the commission’s findings thus far could not be disclosed either “because it would alert the culprits responsible for constructing the faulty bridge.”

He denied reports that the committee was under pressure from authorities, but admitted that, owing to the nature of the task assigned to them, members of the inquiry commission were already under stress, and that this was affecting their family and social life too.


A National Highway Authority (NHA) official said that there was no chance of making the findings of the inquiry commission public because those responsible for the collapse did not want their “reputation tarnished and (to) lose large contracts.”


He further said that the PMIC authorities were in constant touch with the inquiry committee and were receiving updates from them. No NHA official or member of the federal communication ministry was, however, allowed to approach the members of the inquiry committee. He alleged that pressure on the inquiry committee members could be judged from their behaviour as they had become “highly isolated from their colleagues at their workplaces.”

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 16/01/2008)

Over 1,700 shopkeepers to be relocated
Second parking plaza in Saddar planned

KARACHI, Jan 16: On the directive of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, the city district government will construct another parking plaza, which will have a parking capacity for hundreds of vehicles, in Saddar area.

This will be the second parking plaza being constructed in Saddar at the site of Shahabuddin Market adjacent to Empress Market. Work on the first plaza has almost been completed near Dawakhana to make Saddar a parking-free zone.


Keeping the growing parking problems in busy commercial areas, the nazim had issued directives to the city government’s transport department for the construction of commercial parking plazas in various areas. The transport department has acquired the services of a consultant for survey, engineering and designing for the construction of this multi-storeyed parking/commercial plaza at the site of Shahabuddin market. After the project’s completion, Saddar will be declared a parking-free zone.


Impediments

The only hindrance in the construction of the second parking plaza was 1,721 shops in Shahabuddin Market which had been rented out by the defunct Karachi Municipal Corporation for a long time.

To overcome the problem and start the construction work as soon as possible, 840 shops have been built temporarily on three recently-acquired plots a few hundred paces away from the Empress Market so that business of Shahab Market shopkeepers was not affected.


On the directive of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, the estate department of the city government has completed the allotment of temporary shops for 1,721 shopkeepers of Shahabuddin Market.

According to the city government, 629 shops will be shifted to their new premises in the first phase and some shopkeepers have already started shifting voluntarily from January 15.

Mr Kamal will soon lay the foundation stone of the parking plaza.


Landhi blast

A condolence meeting will be held for the Landhi blast victims at the Women Centre on January 18 at 3pm by Landhi Town Council. This was decided in a meeting, chaired by Landhi Town Naib Nazim Dr Irshad Ahmed, held at town office on Wednesday.


The naib nazim said that enemies were hatching conspiracies to deteriorate the country’s law and order situation. He requested people to inform the council about suspected persons if they witness them in their localities on phone numbers 021-5035724 and 0300-2008437.


Tax collection

New Karachi Town Council, meanwhile, adopted a resolution regarding levying tax, fee and imposing fines under Section-54-A (I) of the Sindh Local Government Ordinance 2001.


The town adopted the resolution in its 25th meeting chaired by Presiding Officer Ansar Ali. The participants of the meeting hoped that the adopted resolution would improve tax collection structure of the town which would help increase the town’s revenue.

(Dawn-18, 17/01/2008)

CDGK in process of selecting new site for inter-city bus terminal

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is in the process of selecting a new site for the proposed terminus for the inter-city buses via the Super Highway.


The plan for establishing a bus terminus on Super Highway, announced some years back, has already hit snags mainly due to an encroachment issue on a 43-acre land of the proposed site. 


The Executive District Officer (Transport), Karachi, Muhammad Ather said on Tuesday the CDGK authorities have been negotiating with the officials of the Malir Development Authority and Revenue Department of the Sindh government to get an agreement for the handing over of land to the CDGK for the purpose of building the bus terminus. 

He said that the 100-acre land near the Northern Bypass will provide sufficient facilities for accommodating buses, transporters, bus staff and passengers. 


The proposed Super Highway bus terminus is among the three bus termini whose plan has been duly incorporated into the recently approved Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP) 2020 in order to streamline and regulate the influx and movement of intra-city transport coming to Karachi. 


At present, only the Yousuf Goth bus terminus in Baldia town has been functioning near the RCD Highway in order to accommodate and facilitate the Balochistan-bound inter-city buses. 

Inaugurated by the Sindh Governor, Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan on November 16, 2006, the bus-terminus is providing facilities to passengers, transporters, and related staff. 


The city government is also working on a plan to expand the RCD Highway bus terminus in order to double its space so to accommodate all the incoming and out-going traffic and passengers for the Balochistan. “After the doubling of space we will be able to adequately accommodate all the inter-city buses moving through the RCD Highway,” said the EDO Transport who added that at present, they were not able to accommodate the Khuzdar-bound buses as they continued to operate near the Mewashah graveyard. 


The EDO said that although the existing facility at the Yousuf Goth has waiting areas, cafeterias and washrooms for passengers as well as parking facilities for the large-sized inter-city buses but there is need for additional space to set up spacious workshops, washing areas and garages for the inter-city buses. 


Apart from the Super Highway bus terminus, the other proposed bus terminal will be established on National Highway near Razzaqabad for the inter-city buses also moving to interior Sindh. Muhammad Ather said that the 15-acre land has been reserved in Razzaqabad near the historical Chowkandi graveyard to accommodate the inter-city public transport of National Highway but according to him, the city government is giving priority to the Super Highway terminus project as relatively less buses move through the National Highway.


He said the same 43-acre land had been reserved in Deh Amri for building the bus terminus for Super Highway buses but the project could not take off due to encroachment on almost 15 acres of the area. 


However, some quarters among the concerned civil society organisations and opposition political parties have alleged that an unscrupulous anti-encroachment drive has been carried out under the supervision of the city government to get the land vacated for the proposed bus termini in various parts of the city but as such the said drive is against the interests of the locals of the area. 


Jumman Darwan, opposition nazim of Union Council (UC) 13 Baloch Goth of Orangi Town, said the anti-enroachment drives have been going on for the bus termini of the RCD Highway and Northern Bypass, but it is against the interests of the locals. 


“Just day-before-yesterday a massive so-called anti-encroachment drive was carried out in Deh Halkani near National Highway on the borderline of Orangi and Gadap towns and it rendered homeless thousands of rural inhabitants of at least eight Goths of the areas,” Darwan told The News on Tuesday. He said the said that the anti-encroachment drive had been purposefully carried out by the city government authorities to disenfranchise a large number of voters of the opposition political parties living in the Karachi’s suburban and rural areas. 


Some other opposition quarters believed that even the present city government purposefully delayed the Yousuf Goth terminus project so that credit of its construction does not go to the former City Nazim Naimatullah Khan. Rafiq Ahmed, who leads the opposition Al-Khidmat group in the City Council, said that 80 per cent work of the Yousuf Goth bus terminus project was completed when Naimatullah Khan’s term as city nazim expired in 2005. He said that the bus project has been purposefully delayed by the present government so that the leadership could unduly take its credit. In fact, this is not the only project that has been delayed and abandoned. The bus shelter project was abandoned half-way after constructing bus shelters only on Sharae Faisal. 


Irshad Bukhari, a leader of the transporters’ community, said the transporters’ representatives had always supported the scheme of setting up a terminus for inter-city buses but the drivers and bus drivers should be motivated to stop at the terminus. Also the law-enforcement agencies should also be bound to apply the laws uniformly. 


Some concerned quarters among citizens believe that terminus being built should also be properly maintained and overhauled otherwise their status will be similar to the terminals of the Daewoo Pakistan bus service in Punjab which urgently require improvement.

(By M Azeem Samar, The News-14, 17/01/2008)

CNG buses yet to see the light of day

The 15 CNG buses at the port waiting to traverse the streets of Karachi finally got clearance thanks to the efforts of the caretaker provincial minister transport. However, their operation is another story because one is not certain when these buses will ply on the roads. 


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) was at a complete loss when The News asked its officials when these buses would be seen on the streets. According to sources, there are a lot of obstacles that need to be overcome before these buses see the light of the day.


The Provincial Minister, Arif Abbasi, while talking to The News said that these 15 CNG buses have been at the port for a very long time now, simply because there are reports that these buses have been imported from India. 

“The truth is Pakistan does not have a policy to import such capital goods from India,” the minister said. In fact, some of the parts of the buses were made in India but that is the extent of the Indian connection. He said that hopefully, these issues will be resolved soon and the buses will appear on the streets.


Abbasi said that Karachi, at present, needs CNG buses. “This is the same private party that brought the Green Bus to Karachi,” he added. He said that the present government will encourage the running of CNG buses at all levels. The same party has also brought 26 other similar buses to the city. 


Replying to a question, Abbasi said at present he is not in a position to give out the exact number of buses that will arrive in Karachi. He also said that efforts are being made to convert the existing buses to CNG.

“We will provide the company with a lot of incentives so that they do not turn down the request of the government. They will be given tax holidays and will be allowed to import kits at reasonable rates,” he explained.


When asked how the CDGK expects to meet the increase in the demand of CNG because there are no CNG stations in Karachi for these buses, Abbasi said that dot spots will be set up and the government will ensure that CNG stations are established in these places.


The minister said that the government also plans to implement a transport policy to ensure that the transport problems of this city are resolved at the earliest. “A well-integrated plan will be chalked out with the city nazim to allow provisions in the transport sector,” he pointed out. 


The CDGK invited tenders from different companies a few months back to establish CNG stations for buses and five companies have been finalised in this regard but the final decision in this regard has yet to be taken yet.

In this regard, the Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP) 2020 has also underlined the need of a mass transit system and the city nazim also said that a Rapid Transit System (RTS) will be introduced with the sole objective of resolving the transport problem in the city.


The city government officer who is dealing with the transport department said that Karachi requires 5,000 buses. Currently, there are only 1,200 buses, coaches and the like out on the road.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 19/01/2008)

CDGK to employ WVSSS on both signal-free corridors

A comprehensive plan has been chalked out by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to mount a Wireless Video Security and Surveillance System (WVSSS) on both the signal-free corridors’ central locations.


Sources said that the system would help detect and prevent traffic congestion as well as monitor suspicious activities on the streets. The importance being given to WVSSS has been heightened after the post-December 27 violence in Karachi. Morevoer, it is felt that not only will this technology provide an effective method to keep vigil but will also help locate and identify trouble makers and high profile suspects.


The CDGK is rapidly heading towards the use of computer technology and very soon both signal-free corridors will be equipped with WVSSS, allowing authorities to keep vigil on these two corridors from a central location.


The News learnt exclusively that City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, was trying hectically to make inroads in this regard, as a result of which WVSSS will soon be introduced for the first time in the history of Pakistan.


Through WVSSS, the video feed from the cameras installed along Karachi’s two signal-free corridors would be viewable from a central location or control room.Signal-free Corridor-II is about to be completed soon and Signal-free Corridor-I has been functioning since last year. 


Sources said that the system would also help detect and prevent traffic congestion and help minimise street crime in the vicinity.Sources said that if this system yields positive results within its initial parameters, then it could be taken up on a larger city-wide scale.


Sources said that though this system may prove to be very expensive, it was imperative given the CDGK’s plans to bring Karachi at par with the mega cities of the world. 


Other efforts entailing the use of technology by the city government include the introduction of computerised Land Management System (LMS) aiming to minimise rampant corruption and resolve the problem of multiple ownership.


Kamal, talking to The News, felt that that the best panacea for the city’s ills lay in the use of modern technology, which, he believed, would the administration of Karachi easier and more efficient for the betterment of the citizens.

(The News-19, 22/01/2008)

Sewerage leak leads to traffic jam on Sharea Faisal


A massive traffic jam, especially of vehicles going from Hotel Metropole towards the airport, was observed on Sharea Faisal late Monday evening. According to unconfirmed reports, a massive leakage of a sewerage line near the Finance & Trade Centre was the main cause of the traffic jam which coincided with the evening rush hour. Vehicles remained stuck for over three hours, while the traffic jam peaked around 7 p.m. All major intersections, adjoining roads, and service roads of Sharea Faisal came under a deluge of vehicles, so much so that Rangers’ personnel had to be called out to handle the situation.

(The News-13, 22/01/2008)

Development projects sans pedestrian bridges: a troublesome equation

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is constructing several flyovers and underpasses, and many have already been completed and are functioning. However, these development projects seem to be putting pedestrians at risk, which can be verified from the rate of fatal accidents involving pedestrians. 


When the District Officer (DO) Road Safety, Transport and Communication Department of city government, Amir Hussain was contacted in this regard, he said, “the CDGK has constructed eight pedestrian bridges along Corridor I from Stadium flyover to Habib Bank Chowrangi Nazimabad, which are functioning and serving pedestrians on this signal free corridor.” When asked about rest of the Corridor I from Stadium flyover to Karsaz flyover he said that the area is out of their jurisdiction. “We offered Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF) to build a pedestrian bridge in partnership with private parties but they were not ready for the proposed exemption and insisted on taking taxes, so we could not do that,” he added.


Furthermore, Hussain told The News that 20 pedestrian bridges are in pipeline for the Signal-free Corridor II and places have already been allotted for them, which would be completed in few months. “The city Nazim has approved the design of two pedestrian bridges that are being installed at the Civic Centre and Baitul Mukkaram Mosque, once completed he would select one of them as the pilot project,” he said. Moreover, based on city Nazim’s recommendation these pedestrian bridges would be erected at all 20 locations along Corridor II.


On inquiring why most of the pedestrian bridges are not connected to bus stops, Saeed Akhtar Rizvi, in-charge Accident Research and Analyst Unit, Transport and Communication, CDGK said, “When a signal is removed, traffic becomes fast so we construct a pedestrian bridge, which is the best facility in given condition. However, due to technical reasons it is not possible to provide pedestrian bridge at every bus stop.” He further said that it is a general tendency of people to not to walk up to the bus stop and rather catch their busses from the nearest point. “There are proper signs and bus bays that indicate proper bus stops, which are frequently violated due to lack of law enforcement,” he said. He further said that even if a pedestrian bridge is connected to a bus stop, people violate it due to a lack of law enforcement since buses do not stop at their respective sites.


Regarding pavements encroached by vendors and often by motorcyclists, he said that it is again due to lack of enforcement. Giving an example of how enforcement can change things, he said that traffic police launched a campaign, after which people started following stop lines but it didn’t last long either. It is a common observation on almost all the major thoroughfares of the city that pedestrian bridges are used by motorcyclists, who are also seen plying their bikes on pavements. Keeping the jaywalkers aside, people crossing the roads, when the signal is red, face difficulties in doing so as many motorists do not stop when they are supposed to. 


On the contrary, the DIG traffic, Wajid Ali Khan Durrani refusing the allegations of the CDGK, said, “We stop people from violation wherever sergeants observe them. However, due to shortage of personnel we can not deploy our staff every where in the city so there may be few places where violators get away with punishment.” He also said that he has requested the CDGK several times for improving pedestrian facilities in order to reduce the rate of accidents. “Some three months ago we told them about 18 traffic black spots where most accidents take place and there is an immediate need for making changes there,” Durrani said.


Giving the details of their proposal in this regard, he said, “I have proposed them to install rubble breakers as a short-term measure as it will cause reduction in the pace of vehicular traffic.” We also offered them to deploy our policemen on these spots and once the breakers are installed along with concerned traffic signs, the CDGK can remove them when the pedestrian bridges are completed,” he added. 


When asked about enforcement regarding bus stops and violation of footpaths, Durrani said, “Number of policemen is less against number of bus stops so it is impossible to cover every bus stop. However, we are implementing it on Sharae Faisal and few other important thoroughfares.”


He also said that in addition to submitting proposals to the city government for improving pedestrian facilities he has passed strict orders to increase enforcement in regard to other traffic violation. “We are working on that and I have told my people not to allow any private cars in bus lanes as when buses do not get way ahead they switch to the second lane and as a result both commercial and private vehicles violate traffic laws,” Durrani added.


Regarding haphazardly driven motorcycles, he said that there should be a separate track for motorcyclists. “For example in Amsterdam there is a separate track for bicyclists, which has a different colour too. If something similar is built here it will have a positive impact,” he said. In response to a question about traffic engineering faults, he said, “Five months ago, I suggested to the CDGK for removing 56 defects in road engineering all across the city but nothing has been done in this regard.”


It is worth mentioning here that according to official statistics given by traffic police, 278 pedestrians have been killed while 207 have been injured in a total of 1,020 road traffic accidents reported in 2007. While research conducted by the Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention Centre (RTIRPC), after motorcyclists, pedestrians are the second most vulnerable group as far as road traffic accidents are concerned.

Both city government and traffic police, as per their statements, are trying to improve pedestrian facilities but pedestrians are not satisfied to the desired extent. However, they are hopeful to find some relief in the ongoing development projects.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 23/01/2008)

SHC wants two-stroke rickshaws phased out
KARACHI, Jan 23: A division bench of the Sindh High Court again directed the traffic police on Wednesday to ensure that motor rickshaws plying were fitted with silencers and that two-stroke rickshaws were phased out to reduce air and noise pollution.


As a writ petition moved by Advocate Islam Hussain came up for hearing before a division bench comprising Justices Munib Ahmed Khan and Syed Pir Ali Shah, the court took the view that the problem of traffic congestion, lack of public transport, shifting of inter-city buses and other vehicles and elimination of air and noise pollution required a holistic approach comprehensively dealing with the various issues involved. For instance, if rickshaws were taken off the roads at one go, it would render thousands of people jobless. The issue would have to be addressed in phases, it said.


The petitioner-lawyer said several interlocutory orders have been passed on the petition to ensure that the problem was solved gradually without causing dislocation. The problem could not, however, be wished away and howsoever small, measures should be taken to make a start otherwise it would become entirely insoluble with the passage of time. He said the court had ordered on the previous date installation of silencers on rickshaws, a modest attempt to deal with pollution, but there was no compliance. He also referred to the Supreme Court orders of 1996 and 2003 that remained unimplemented.


The bench directed the traffic police to ensure compliance with the order and also see that the silencers were embossed with the registration number so that they could not be removed or replaced. The petitioner was asked to add the federal government as a respondent in view of the complexity of the issues involved and the need for a uniform policy framework. Further hearing was adjourned to a date in March.


The federal government was represented by Deputy Attorney-General Rizwan A. Siddiqui, the provincial government by Additional Advocate-General M. Ahmed Pirzada and the city government by Advocate Manzoor Ahmed.


Wheat supply to flour mill

Another division bench comprising Justices Azizullah M. Memon and Arshad Noor ordered the provincial food department to release 1,000 bags of wheat to a flour mill in Shikarpur. The mill had approached the court against cancellation of its wheat quota for allegedly extracting more fines than producing whole-meal flour. The bench had summoned the food director but he failed to appear. The petitioner mill had claimed a supply of 3,200 bags. The bench ordered supply of 1,000 bags for production of whole-meal flour and adjourned further hearing.


Free will marriage

Another division bench adjourned the hearing of a couple’s petition for cancellation of an FIR to February 8. Mst Sharifan and Akbar Ali submitted through Advocate Shiraz Iqbal Chaudhry that they contracted a free will marriage at Tando Mohammad Jan in May 2007. Sharifan’s father and brother lodged a criminal complaint against Akbar and the police arrested his cousins. The bench ordered the police not to harass the couple and adjourned further hearing.

Hydrant woes

Another division bench comprising Justices Mrs Yasmin Abbasey and Farrukh Zia G. Shaikh on Wednesday once again ordered the removal of the Muslimabad Hydrant within a month, adds APP.

The bench was hearing a constitution petition filed by a woman resident of the locality who maintained that the hydrant operated in a purely residential area had made the locals’ life miserable.


Making the Karachi Nazim and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board as respondents, the petitioner maintained that the streets and roads of the area had been badly damaged by the water tankers plying near the hydrant.

The bench noted that orders had earlier been passed. The bench expressing surprise and anguish directed the respondents to ensure implementation of the court’s order within a month.

(Dawn-19, 24/01/2008)

Favourable response from opposition received

At a time when the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is facing stiff opposition from stakeholders’ in constructing the already delayed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), representatives of at least three vital opposition quarters in the city have expressed their approval for the 24-kilometre-long proposed project all along Sharae Faisal. The socio-economic and environmental impacts of this project outweigh its much-publicised civic and traffic utility.


According to the initial plan, the KEE will be built from Jinnah Bridge near the Karachi Port to Quaidabad via Moulvi Tamizuddin Khan Road, Club Road and Sharae Faisal.


The opposition leader in the City District Council, Saeed Ghani, told The News on Monday that few days back he had himself proposed in the council that the elevated expressway should be built on the railway track all along Karachi’s main artery. “Now from the newspapers, I have learnt that the CDGK has been actively considering altering the plan of the expressway and building it upon the railway track all along Sharae Faisal,” he added. 


“During an informal discussion on the proposed project in a council session, I proposed to the council convenor that constructing the expressway on the railway track would be a more feasible option due to the availability of free space. Moreover, shifting the project from Sharae Faisal to the adjoining track would solve the impending depreciation problems for the existing buildings,” said Ghani. The council opposition leader said that building the project over the railway track will also provide the envisaged expressway with a sufficient number of emergency exit points for duly facilitating its would-be commuters. He said the opposition in the city council had always advocated that major projects of infrastructural development should be presented before the council from the start for their proper debate, review, and determination of their feasibility. “Had the project been presented before the council for thorough discussion, we would have proposed formal suggestion for its improvement and materialising its feasibility. Thus, under such circumstances the project would have not met the snags it encountered from the very stage of conceiving it,” he explained. 


The leader of the opposition Al-Khidmat group in the city council, Rafiq Ahmad said that the former city nazim, Naimatullah Khan, during his term had conducted an initial feasibility study of the elevated expressway project and according to that, the expressway would have to be built on Sharae Faisal from the Karachi airport to Mehran Hotel. “Had Khan been granted another term as the city nazim he would surely have gone for building the expressway project with the support of foreign consultants,” said Ahmad.

Furthermore, the proposed project envisaged an efficient and feasible solution for the much-aggravated problem of traffic congestions on various main arteries of the city, which often become extremely choked with the deluge of vehicles.


Ali Akbar Gujjar, a candidate from PS-119 in the upcoming elections, whose constituency comprise a major portion of Sharae Faisal from Baloch Colony flyover to Malir Halt, said that in March 1998 during the second term of premiership of his party’s leader, Nawaz Sharif a brainstorming session was held to conceive a project over Sharae Faisal much similar to the KEE. “Later the Nawaz Sharif government developed the programme 2010 for the country’s development and its section for the future plans for Karachi contained a concept for building such a massive project for mitigating the alarming issue of traffic congestions in the metropolis,” said the PML (N) candidate for Sindh Assembly. 


Gujjar said that he was also in favour of building the expressway project but its designing, planning, and execution should be done in an immaculate manner so that it should contribute towards the cause of easing out the problem of traffic congestions in the city instead of increasing the burgeoning crisis


Professor Sarosh Hashmat Lodhi of the Civil Engineering Department of NED University said that he had always viewed the KEE project as perfectly feasible from the engineering and construction point of view. He said the country had the required expertise, technical support, and experience in building such major communication project on an indigenous basis. “It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to build such an expressway. All we need is proper engineering of the project so to make it fully endurable and compatible for all its future uses and utility,” said the senior faculty member, who himself attended the initial Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) hearing of the project and is satisfied with the initial plan and feasibility of the expressway. 


Asif Siddiqui, leader of the treasury Haq Parast group in the city council, said like the due approval of Karachi Strategic Development Plan (KSDP) 2020 taken from the city council, they had wanted to present the KEE project before the council for proper debate on it at a suitable time. The CDGK’s Executive District Officer, Master Plan, Iftikhar Qaimkhani said the KSDP document recently approved by the city council did contain the plan of building the KEE in the city in its sector plan for improving the road infrastructure in Karachi for the course of next 13 years. 


The KEE attracting favourable light from the opposition quarters is a meaningful development much nearer to the holding of upcoming general elections in the context that the same circles of ruling and opposition political parties over the past few years have bitterly disputed against each other in furthering their conflicting views over various proposed civic development projects. 

Various concerned NGOs and expertS have expressed serious reservations over building the KEE owing to the hazards that it poses.

(By Azeem Samar, The News-19, 24/01/2008)

CNG buses need ‘approval’ from PM’s House

The fate of the 15 CNG buses continues to hang in the balance as they will not be allowed on the roads unless approval for their availability is granted by the Prime Minister (PM) House. These buses were imported from UAE in August 2007 and have been standing at the sea port ever since. This was disclosed to The News by M.S. Shabbir, the owner, who said that the ex- Prime Minister Shaukar Aziz promised the approval of these buses.


Shabbir said the buses cost a lot if imported from Europe, so he decided to import the buses — with Indian dedicated CNG technology — from Dubai. These buses were assembled in Dubai but their engine and chassis is from India. Shabbir blamed the local manufacturers for causing problems for him as they raised hue and cry over the fact that these buses are from India and will incur huge losses to local bus manufacturers. Hence, the authorities blocked the clearance of these buses. Replying to a question he said as the buses are still at the port, so far he has rendered a loss of Rs60m. 

According to him, each CNG bus cost Rs4.2m plus a 15 per cent customs duty. When asked what the requirement of the CNG buses is for a city where many people use public transport, he said that 1,500 CNG buses will resolve the problem.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 26/01/2008)

Three coaches set ablaze after accident
KARACHI, Jan 27: Three passenger coaches were set alight by enraged people in North Nazimabad following a road accident in which a couple sustained injuries at Sakhi Hasan on Sunday evening, police said.

According to the police, a couple on a motorcycle were knocked down by a coach (Khan Coach) close to the Sakhi Hasan roundabout in front of the Haroon Shopping Centre on the main North Nazimabad road.

“The woman suffered an injury in her toe and back while the husband received minor injuries. Following the incident, enraged youths of the area torched the vehicle involved in the accident and simultaneously also set alight other two coaches which were coming behind,” SPO North Nazimabad DSP Rasheed Khan said.

Police were clueless as to how, in such a short span of time, three vehicles were set alight considering the fact that the accident was not a fatal one.
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The routes of the other two coaches which were set on fire could not be known immediately as their route plates had been destroyed. “We are waiting for the owners to come forward. They would be able to identify the routes,” the DSP added.


The couple were rushed to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where they were provided treatment for their injuries.

When police reached the spot the vehicles were already up in flames. The fire brigade was also called but there was little they could do as the vehicles had suffered extensive damage by the time they got there. However, the fire tenders doused the fire and returned to their respective station.


The incident caused a traffic jam on the main North Nazimabad road. Following the incident, area police were put on alert by the high-ups.


An FIR of the incident was awaited till the filing of this report, but a senior police official said that two FIRs – one pertaining to the accident would be registered while the second one pertaining to arson of the vehicles – may be lodged on the complaint of the owners.


Police, quoting eyewitnesses, said that the youths who set the three vehicles on fire were riding motorcycles and quickly carried out the arson, forcing the commuters out before setting the vehicles ablaze.

The main North Nazimabad road has witnessed many similar and more fatal accidents, more or less on the same spot and at Hayderi.
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Fires
A fire broke out at the Bilqius Edhi home in Clifton and another in the Taj Complex on M.A. Jinnah Road on Sunday.


A spokesman for the fire department said that fire had broken out in the basement of the Edhi home in Clifton.

Apparently, clothes dumped in the basement caught fire, which was contained and controlled by the firemen. No casualty was reported.


The Clifton Edhi centre for women has a capacity for 300 women; however, at the time of the fire, around 200 women and girls were present on the premises. They were shifted to different Edhi centres of the city.


Apparently, an electrical short-circuit was the probable cause of the fire, a spokesman for the fire department said.

A little later, an auto-workshop located beneath Taj Complex in Lines Area caught fire. The smoke caused by the fire billowed into the multi-story hospital creating panic in the building.


Terrified people had climbed on to the roof of the building fearing that the exit had been blocked by the fire. However, they were later rescued by the firemen who controlled the blaze. No casualty was reported in the incident, a fire department spokesman said.


Criminal arrested

Police on Sunday arrested a man whom they described as a close aid of Rehman Dakait in an alleged encounter in the Chakiwara area of Lyari.


Police said Amjad alias Grenade was wanted in over 40 cases pertaining to murder, making threats for kidnapping for ransom and several dozen other cases pertaining to various crimes. Amjad had recently killed Younus Turbati in the Lyari area, police said. Police recovered a Mauser and a TT pistol from his possession.

(Dawn-13, 28/01/2008)

Much ado about nothing

A professor of a government college and his wife were hit and injured by a speeding coach in the Taimuria police limits on Sunday. Passers-by present at the scene, thinking that the couple had died in the accident, torched a bus and two other passenger coaches in anger. 


Mohammed Sajid, 45, and his wife Kishwer, 40, riding a motorcycle, were hit by a speeding Khan Coach near Sakhi Hassan roundabout. Right after the incident, the people present at the scene blocked the road to traffic and torched the Khan Coach (PE-4888). The victims were shifted to the hospital. 


After torching the Khan Coach, the enraged people set ablaze two other coaches of the same route and beat up the drivers. SPO Taimuria Farooq Sher Zaman said that the police, after receiving the information, reached the spot, impounded the burnt coach and registered a case at the Taimuria police station. On his condition, Mohammed Sajid said that his left leg was broken while his wife received head injuries after being hit by the coach.

(The News-13, 28/01/2008)

Kamal advocates transfer of traffic police to CDGK

City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has reiterated the demand for transfer of the police department under the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to eliminate crimes and control traffic problems. “The way the present city government got its mettle recognised by showing outstanding performance in various fields, similarly it would like to provide relief to the people by providing them security, eliminating crimes, meeting law and order problems and traffic jamming problems in Karachi”. 


He made these assertions while chairing a meeting regarding traffic problems and their solution, transport improvement and speedy action against encroachments. 


The city Nazim pointed out that the Haq Parast leadership solved the pending problems faced by this city in two years and the measures taken by it provided much relief to the people. 

However, he said, a lot of work remained to be done which included transport problems. He said the city government wanted to solve the problem of traffic jams on permanent basis but its viewpoint was not being given due consideration as a result of which the people generally held the city government responsible for it. 


“Until the traffic police comes under the control of the city government, it is not responsible for traffic jams”, he said in clear terms. He added that when traffic jams assumed serious shape during Ramazan-ul-Mubarak, the city government was asked to control it and at that time the CDGK volunteers performed well. 

Similarly, Kamal said the city government removed encroachments, but police personnel provided backing to the encroachers and created problems for us. 


The Nazim said the city government had completed 90 percent of development works and for the first time in the city’s history, all underground utility services had been shifted to road sides and their protection arrangements made. He said Corridor-II project would be completed by the end of February and opened for the people which would facilitate the people in their travelling. 


Kamal said that a large number of projects had been incorporated in the Master Plan for Karachi’s reconstruction and development and their implementation would usher the city into a new era of progress. 

Meanwhile, the Nazim, has said that a process of “Saza and Jaza” (punishment and reward), has started in the city government and action will be taken against all such officials and employees who are lethargic, negligent in official working, and are chronic absentees. He directed that a list of all such employees be prepared so that immediate legal action could be taken against them. Addressing a high-level meeting in the office of the Chairman, Water Board, the Nazim asked all EDOs and heads of city government’s subordinate departments to submit such lists to him. He pointed out that from now on the employees and officials will have to submit a certificate from their departmental head before seeking official facilities which would now be available only to those who are working hard. He told all the EDOs and departmental heads that action was in the offing against incompetent employees while services of all ghost employees were being terminated. Therefore, he said, they should not endorse the form of any employee or subordinate official seeking allotment of plot. He said if it was proved that any officer had endorsed the plot allotment form of an employee who is absent from duty and is negligent, strict action will be taken against concerned officer.

(The News-20, 30/01/2008)

FEBRUARY

Over 9,000 public transport vehicles operating without permits

A large number of public service buses (buses, minibuses and coaches), along with some private vehicles are seen openly plying on the streets of the city. This is in violation of section 48 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO), 1965. These buses can be seen even on the VIP corridor, Sharae Faisal, and a few are also plying on city’s commercial hub, I. I. Chundrigar Road, where public transport is banned.


In an earlier report, some of these buses were identified. For example, minibuses plying on route number 16 (Saddar) are operating illegally since the entire route was cancelled by the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) some four-and-a-half years ago. Additionally, Makkah Coach that has been running from Gulistan-e-Jauhar up to Khuda Ki Basti near the Lyari Express Way is also a bogus route, since it was never approved by concerned authorities. Nevertheless, some 20 buses have been plying on the same. In addition to mini buses and coaches, there are a few other vehicles committing the same offence. For example, in the name of contract vans, a few coasters are illegally operating from Khokhrapar up to Tower and back. These coasters are openly plying on main Sharae Faisal. In fact they can also be found on I .I Chundrigar Road where public transport is banned. According to well-informed sources, Makkah Coach and a mini bus on route 16 are still plying on their own routes.


A look at the figures provided by the traffic police, city government and the Motor Vehicle Registration Department reveals that there are nearly 6,405 buses that have been registered in the city and out of these 2,557 buses are plying with route permits in addition to another 262 UTS buses that have also been issued permits. Even if both are added, the total (2,819) is not even half of the total buses plying with the authorised route permits.


What is even more shocking is the fact that these buses, according to the official figures on reported accidents, were involved in 104 road traffic accidents and killed 61 innocent people while injured another 109 in 2007 alone.

When talking about mini buses and coaches, the total number of these vehicles locally registered is 14,888. Of these, 5,973 minibuses and 3,414 coaches — according to the latest figures given by the RTA — were given route permits in November 2007. What is highly frustrating for the citizens is the fact that these mini buses and coaches have had an active contribution in fatal road accidents that took place last year. Minibuses, once known as the ‘yellow devils’, were involved in 91 road traffic accidents killing 50 and injuring 85 people while coaches were involved in 77 accidents killing 36 people and injuring another 90 last year.


It is worth mentioning here that during the tenure of the now defunct DIG traffic, a similar kind of report was published with regard to the unauthorised operation of intra-city public transport. According to that report, a total of 21,071 public transport buses (buses, mini buses and coaches) were registered till December 2006 while the figures given by the RTA that issues route permits, showed that a total of 12,619 buses, minibuses and coaches were issued route permits till the same date. This means that at least 8,452 vehicles were plying in violation of section 48 of the MVO which was 40 per cent of the total public transport operating in the city the time.


Despite the passage of some eight months, nothing has changed since the same violation is still being committed by public transport owners. What is more than shocking is the fact that the violation rate has increased by three per cent.


According to the latest (revised) figures, the total number of buses, mini buses and coaches registered locally is 21,293 while the total number of the same vehicles that have been issued route permits is 12,206 – that is, 57 per cent of the registered total. Based on these figures, it is safe to say that, presently, 43 per cent of the registered number of public transport vehicles are not even authorised to operate, while the percentage for the same violation was 40 when the previous report was published.


According to an annual report, the traffic police booked 7,698 offenders for not having route permits from the RTA. Also, 9,087 public service vehicles are plying illegally and even though these tickets were issued to 7,698 different drivers, still 1,389 offenders could not be penalised. The number of buses, coaches and minibuses detained for not having valid route permits was 400 for the past year. Nevertheless, the rate of this particular violation has increased by three per cent.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 01/02/2008)

Shaheen Complex signal dug up yet again

In apparenlty complete defiance of the orders of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has once again started to dig up the newly built portion of I.I. Chundrigar Road opposite Shaheen Complex. The CDGK had recently issued orders that no newly constructed roads in the city could be dug up. 


The EDO works and services of the CDGK Nisar Ahmed Sario, when contacted in this regard, said that he was not aware of the digging. The digging of the newly constructed road, yet again came, as a surprise to citizens regularly using the road who, with its construction after a prolonged period, had breathed a sigh of relief.


Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal had issued clear cut directives against the cutting and digging of newly constructed roads in the city by utility service providers.  He had instructed to register cases against those agencies found responsible for such acts. The Nazim had also said that, in this connection, a resolution would also be passed in the city council.

These sentiments had been expressed just this past Thursday during his inspection of development projects in different parts of the city including four under-construction flyovers of signal free corridor-II. 


Kamal had said that the city government has introduced a chain of new roads, which involved the shifting of all utility services alongside roads and the installation of a proper storm water drainage system. 

He had, time and again, reminded all the utility service providers to transfer their under ground services on one side during the construction of roads because, afterwards they would not be allowed to cut or dig the roads for maintenance of their under ground services. His words appear to have fallen on deaf ears.

Meanwhile, on the directives of city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, MD KWSB, has, with immediate effect, suspended XEN Chaudry Altaf and ordered an inquiry against him for ordering the digging of I.I Chundrigar Road without informing KWSB high ups.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 04/02/2008)

Govt fails to remove illegal bus terminus
KARACHI, Feb 5: Frequent jams have become a permanent feature at the traffic intersection of Lea Market which has been virtually converted into an illegal terminus with all types of buses plying on different intercity and inter-province routes parked here in connivance with the police and authorities concerned.


A complete chaos is witnessed during the rush hours when upcountry transporters park their vehicles in the middle of the road and the roundabout in complete violation of traffic rules.


Area people allege the police take no action as they act in collusion with the transport mafia which has become so powerful that it now controls all the surroundings of the market.

Lea Market has become one of the most congested areas of the city over the years.


Roadside encroachments are also the cause of obstructions in smooth flow of traffic while both the city and town administrations have failed to remove these illegal structures. It is noticed that all the open spaces previously used for parking purposes now have buildings on them, causing bus operators to park the vehicles on roads.


Local buses and minibuses terminating their journey here ply from Landhi, Malir, Quaidabad, Gadap and Korangi.

These vehicles are parked in the middle of the road. A small plot available for parking is used by the buses that ply on routes of Thatta, Sajawal, Badin, Sehwan. However, the plot is insufficient to accommodate the large buses, which was another factor behind the area congestion.

The buses plying on inter-province routes arrive here from Hub, Khuzdar, Turbat, Quetta, Gwadar and Peshawar. The number of these buses has increased manifold over the years as several people working in Hub and Bela come to the Lea Market for their onward journey.


A small terminus that has developed at Sheedi Village and Chawkiwara roads is gradually encroaching upon the old tonga stand.  Almost every building around Lea Market has a warehouse or some storage facility at its ground floor.

A large number of goods trucks enter the area for loading or unloading goods. The activity goes on all the day or even at night. These trucks are not only a cause of traffic congestion but also a major source of pollution.

Moreover, there is a wholesale milk market in Lea Market. The pickup trucks which bring milk from various parks on the main roundabout of the Lea Market block the traffic all the day.

(Dawn-16, 06/02/2008)

City witnesses traffic gridlocks

Following the killing of the Awami National Party (ANP) Vice-President Fazlur Rehman Atakhail and the subsequent incidents of violence in some parts of the city, massive traffic gridlocks were witnessed on all major roads including I.I. Chundrighar Road, M.A. Jinnah Road, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Daudpotta Road, Sharea Faisal and adjoining arteries.


With the spread of the news of the ANP VP’s assassination, and some reports of violence thereinafter, panicked citizens ran helter-skelter on the roads in order to reach their destinations safely.

Almost all major roads and arteries around Saddar and downtown areas remained jam-packed with vehicles for a prolonged period of time as the people were boarding buses and other means of transport in a hurry to reach the saftey of their homes.


A similar situation of traffic mess was also witnessed on the Super Highway and other highways where protesters blocked the traffic movement and pelted passing vehicles with stones. 

Making things worse was that the news of ANP leader’s assassination coincided with the usual evening rush hour of traffic, which resulted in a sudden deterioration of the traffic situation at several spots. Traffic police personnel, where and when present, were rendered helpless vis-a-vis controlling the traffic. The commuters took several hours to reach their destinations.

(The News-13, 07/02/2008)

Rickshaw meters: faring not so well

While people have stopped relying and paying fares as per meter readings, the alteration in rickshaw fare meters continues to be practiced in the city.


One has to pay only Rs300 to get his rickshaw meter altered. Usually, the altered meters show almost double the reading as compared to the original figure.


There is a workshop of a mechanic at Numaish Chowrangi who is considered to be an expert in altering meters.

Usually, a gearwheel of number 13 is installed in the meter that rotates with the movement of the speedometer.

One hundred rotations of the gearwheel drops a point which means that 1,000 rotations display that one kilometre has been covere.


Gearwheel number 14 is used so that the meter can move faster. This type of gearwheel can be fixed to show almost double the reading on the meter.


A survey revealed that many other mechanics of rickshaw meters have abandoned their profession given the fact that the demand for meter tampering is on the decline.


The General Secretary of Karachi Taxi Rickshaw Welfare Association, Chanzeb Awan, agreed that fare meters should not only be installed but should also be made operational.

He, however, also blamed passengers for not exerting pressure in this regard. In fact, there were four such mechanics at Patel Para and all of them have ended their meter tampering business. One of them has become motor mechanic at a workshop, while nobody knows what the rest of them are doing.


The News has learnt that a good number of rickshaws are operating in the city without fare meters. Even if the meters are installed, the passengers prefer to bargain with the drivers and try to hire rickshaws against the prevailing fare for their respective destinations.


Also, the license for plying rickshaws is not considered worthy enough to be obtained. Rickshaws are considered one of the favourite means of transportation for female passengers. They say that they feel secure in rickshaws due to its open structure instead of taxis.


Almost all rickshaws in Karachi have been using Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) kits, which are installed under the passenger seat. However, improper installation of these kits can be a potential threat to passengers.


Rickshaws are not the only vehicles providing inferior services. In fact, other means of public transport also need drastic changes to provide some relief to the masses.

A number of buses and taxis – models that came out as far back as the 60s — can still be seen plying in the city.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-20, 07/02/2008)

Water tankers continue to ruin roads
KARACHI, Feb 7: Several roads and streets around the Rangers-manned hydrants have been ruined due to the leaking nozzles of the tankers drawing water from these pumps and causing immense difficulties to people living in those areas.


Observers may recall that a decision to hand over the nine hydrants back to their actual custodian i.e. the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) was taken more than a year ago. It was decided that the water utility after taking over the charge from the Rangers, would close down all those hydrants, which were located in the residential areas. Unfortunately, the decision still awaits implementation for reasons best known to the people at the helm of affairs.


A number of these hydrants are located in residential areas, four of them in Federal B Area’s Block 10, near water pump traffic intersection; North Nazimabad near Sakhi Hassan intersection and the two in Muslimabad.


People residing in the affected localities complained that the drivers of the water tankers not only parked their vehicles in a haphazard manner but often blocked the entry and exit points to their localities.

They charged that the water leaking from the tankers posed a serious threat to the lives of the masses as due to the leakage the roads remained slippery and were responsible for a number of accidents. The frequent movement of tankers had, on the one hand, caused extensive damage to the streets and the surrounding roads and, on the other, unhygienic and filthy environment continued to prevail in their localities, the said.


Residents of different localities such as Muslimabad, Catholic Colony, Shikarpur Colony, Amil Colony and Khudadad Colony have also complained of an excessive use of pressure horns and foul language by the drivers and cleaners of these tankers.


It has also been observed that in many areas traffic remains stuck due to the haphazard parking of these heavy vehicles adding to the problems of the already perturbed Karachiites.


The major thoroughfares extensively damaged owing to the frequent movement of tankers drawing water from the two Muslimabad hydrants, include Khudadad Colony’s road, Dadabhoy Nauroji Road, a major portion of Shahrah-i-Quaideen and the entire peripheral road of the Society Office roundabout.


Denouncing the authorities concerned for not taking immediate measures for the shifting of the hydrants from the residential areas, people said that some fatal accident might take place in the surrounding streets of Muslimabad and Catholic Colony as the tanker drivers often indulged in reckless driving despite the fact that a number of schools were located in both localities.

(Dawn-18, 08/02/2008)

Helmet use can prevent 50 pc of accidents

Use of helmets can prevent 45 to 50 percent of road accidents, according to Dr Rashid Juma, eminent neurosurgeon and executive director, Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC).


Delivering a lecture on Friday under the auspices of Urban Resource Centre (URC), a non-governmental organisation, he said as many as 850 people died in road accidents in Karachi in 2007 and about 500 of them were motorcyclists. 

He said nowhere in the world were motorcyclists allowed to drive without helmets and the law in Pakistan too bound motorcyclists to wear helmets but unfortunately it was not implemented. 


He said many accidents in Karachi occurred because of faulty construction of bridges and flyovers. He said the cause analyses of these accidents indicated that 84.30 per cent of them occurred due to the faults of road users, 13.34 per cent due to environmental factors, and 2.30 due to vehicular faults. He said the proportion of accidents had also increased in the city because angular faults flyovers.


“Instead of giving out contracts for the construction of bridges and flyovers, they should be constructed by qualified civil engineers,” he remarked. He said besides several “black spots” in the city where accidents took place, there were as many as 921 accidents on National Highway between September 2006 and July 2007. These claimed 52 lives, he added. 


Many of the accidents took place due to encroachments, deteriorated condition of road shoulders, illegal parking, unloading activity, and absence of pavement parking and guide signs.

He said pedestrians were the second most vulnerable group and statistics showed that 22 per cent injuries and 38 deaths were within this group. The most vulnerable were pedestrians under 16 (12.80 percent) or over 51 (6.70 per cent), he added.


He said critical issues were failure to wear helmets, overspeeding, lack of pedestrian facilities, failure to halt buses at designated bus stops, lack of safety measures in areas where construction was going on, and poor visibility. 

He said many accidents occurred on Korangi Road due to water dripping from the water tankers and trucks carrying fishmeal. He said police should ensure that only those tankers and trucks were allowed to ply the roads that had secured valves. 


Buses and heavy vehicles, he said, should be driven only by well-trained drivers and buses should halt at designated bus stops only. 

Dr Juma’s recommendations included making helmet use mandatory, improved motorbike riding skills, rigorous enforcement of rules and regulations, and implementation of a mass transit system in the city. 

He said motorway police should be deployed on all highways. 

He said most of the accidents on Korangi Road occurred due to the absence of street lights, sand loading activity, absence of medians, and poor condition of road shoulders. 

He said surveys showed that many accidents took place on account of buses plying on two routes and whenever they were issued warnings, the number of accidents fell. 

He said at Lyari Railway Station and the TCF School, a lack of fencing was the main cause of accidents.

He said road safety audits were being made in collaboration with City District Government, Karachi (CDGK) but unfortunately the latter did not have the required staff strength.

(The News-14, 09/02/2008)

Transport imbroglio in Karachi
Press reports and observations have revealed that Karachi's financial district has been virtually declared a bus free zone. I.I. Chundrigar Road, which is the hub of employment for the working class of Karachi, has been swept clean of public transport. CDGK officials have withdrawn the [image: image5.jpg]


shuttle service between Shaheen Complex and Mereweather Tower without explanation.

 Desperate folks, especially the physically weak or disabled, have  had to resort to taking taxis, for an additional daily cost of 160 rupees in some cases. During times when prices of daily commodities are sky rocketing, this additional burden becomes the proverbial straw on the camel's back! But this is only one of the outcomes where common people are affected by discriminatory policies, projects and actions of the present regime in respect to transport. The city depicts many examples which are worth analyzing in this sector.

CDGK and other government departments have been in road expansion frenzy for quite some time. Many arteries have been targeted for this swift transformation. For example, University Road had a proper system of service roads. Local traffic used to move within the neighbourhood of Gulshan-e-Iqbal without hindrance. As the number of motor cars and motor cycles increased beyond manageable limits during the past five years, the 'wise' decision makers converted all the right of way stretch for traffic. Any transport planner would question the technical wisdom of this approach which has created severe problems for residents to move within the various blocks. A similar approach has been applied in many other localities of the city. Casualties in this case include trees which have been ruthlessly felled.

 Pedestrian sidewalks, central islands as well as passive green belts have also been systematically destroyed. It is ironic to note that while CDGK carpeted many roads in a hurried manner, it forgot to attend to the construction and development of footpaths. Be it M.A. Jinnah Road or an internal street in Old Town, it is the same story all over.

 A carpeted road is obviously needed by motorists whereas footpaths are mainly utilized by pedestrians, most of whom cannot afford cars. It may also be noted that by increasing possibility of fast movement, pedestrians are left to run for their lives at the mercy of speed merchants. Erratic drivers do not bother to slow down at the sight of the weak, elderly, women or even school children. Hit and run accidents are on the rise.
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 Motorists and heavy vehicle drivers who are guilty of hitting and running are hardly brought to justice. A few months ago, a speeding car driven by the underage son of a wealthy businessman killed a pedestrian standing at the side of a Clifton street. By exercising influence, the businessman freed his son after paying a nominal compensation to the bereaved family of the poor vendor.

 Karachi generates over 20 million passenger trips on a daily basis. Slightly over one-eights of this sum is made up of motor cars and motor cycles. The rest is made up of public transport that now offers sub-human options, to say the least.

 A rosy promise of plying 8000 CNG buses was made by CDGK many months ago. But due to political differences with groups that operate public transport, no headway has been made in this direction. Many experts who carried out independent analyses of Karachi's transport situation have stressed the need to operate large high speed buses on major routes with high labour force concentration. But the city administration seems to be just busy finalizing roads and bridges construction contracts.

 Had the informal sector collapsed, employment and economic life would have come to a halt. Instead of planning and implementing effective solutions, the city and provincial authorities are attempting to bully transporters by threatening to confiscate smoke emitting vehicles. While such vehicles surely need to be phased out, it can only happen when an alternative fleet is made available. It will be tantamount to foolishness if disciplinary action on existing buses precedes replacement by environmentally friendly vehicles.

 Currently, approaches adopted by the regime are entirely unsustainable. Increase in private motor cars is causing a heavy burden on the national import bill. With the exception of oil marketing companies and auto manufacturers and importers, there is no other beneficiary in this entire scenario. Clout exercised by these powerful stakeholders has succeeded in shaping street and road dimension according to their desires. Outcomes of this  are mind boggling.

 Karachi's passenger fleet is composed of 50 per cent cars, 42 per cent motor cycles, three per cent taxis, three per cent auto rickshaws and two per cent buses and mini-buses. A car carries three passengers on an average while a bus transports around 60 commuters. 95 per cent of the road space is occupied by cars as opposed to four per cent by buses  and mini buses.

 Options of internal movement are also staved away by irrational policies. The administration is busy wiping out all the side lanes and paths where non-motorized traffic – such as animal carts or bicycles - used to ply. Government departments are also keen on relaxing the vehicle policy for official uses. The number of expensive luxury jeeps and cars under government use has increased tremendously. In some cases, the price of one jeep is found to be more than that of a bus!
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 With rapidly rising encroachments on the right-of-way of Karachi Circular Railways, the service is being rendered impossible for times to come. Conversion of vacant land, including strips kept for urban services, is being undertaken at a fast pace. This move has diminished the chances of developing proper terminal spaces for public transport. Fancy proposals of bullet trains, underground mass transit and other outlandish options are worked out with foreign capitalists apparently to divert the attention of people from real miseries experienced by them. While a number of glossy presentations have been given to and heard by decision makers, no effective solution has been worked out so far.

 Lessons are available in various contexts, if one is willing to learn. In Ahmedabad, India, the local government has resorted to a Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS). This means allocating dedicated lanes for efficient movement of buses. According to experts, a BRTS extends flexibility of a bus to commuters with the efficiency level of a train. Similarly in Jakarta, the governor of the province launched a BRTS with a small allocation of 49 million dollars. It became so effective that the demand for the service forced the government to move to an extension plan straight away. Other territories where BRTS has been established successfully include Brazil, Peru and several parts of North America.

The situation demands a basic beginning. A rationalization should be made to regulate the rising number of motor cars. By taxation and insurance subsidy packages, bus operators must be encouraged to phase out worn out vehicles by new ones. A mechanism of facilitating bicycles must be ensured to enable those in low income brackets and others to safely ride this economical vehicle. 

Local and through traffic must be separated without compromising on the standard requirements of the former. And pedestrian rights must be protected at all costs. Until common sense becomes the pre-requisite in traffic planning and project implementation, common people will continue to suffer!

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-44, 10/02/2008)

CDGK pays no heed to repairs of dilapidated bridges
KARACHI, Feb 10: Although the Karachi city government is building new bridges and flyovers in different localities of the metropolis, it is paying little attention to the dilapidated old bridges, which may cave in or collapse anytime , causing a tragedy worse than the Sher Shah bridge collapse had caused.


Besides a number of bridges and flyovers needing proper maintenance, the city government had identified six bridges that required the immediate structural repair and reinforcement, but so far it has failed to initiate work on any of the six.


The city government is responsible for the repair and maintenance of flyovers and dozens of bridges over the Lyari and Mali rivers, railway tracks and the Orangi and Gujjar nullahs.


According to EDO Works and Services Nisar Sario, six bridges – Quiadabad, Jam Sadiq Ali, Natha Khan, Shershah, ICI and Sohrab Goth – had been identified by the city government for structural changes that included strengthening or changing of slabs. However, he cited various reasons for the delay in repairs of these bridges, which could be termed dangerous. He told Dawn that repairs required closure of these bridges for a long period.

“It is necessary to identify alternative routes for vehicular traffic before initiating maintenance work, and keeping in view Karachi’s traffic, it becomes very difficult for us to close such main links for a long period,” the EDO said.


Experts said the process of structural repair included dismantling and reassembling of expansion joints, jacketing of pillars, reinforcement of slabs, road carpeting etc. They said structural repair of a bridge such as Natha Khan’s would take at least one-and-a-half months to complete provided the work on it was carried out round the clock.

Experts told Dawn that the present and previous leaderships of the city government did not pay necessary attention to maintenance of many bridges in the city and instead took only cosmetic measures.

They said the cost on structural repairs of the six bridges would be so high that the city government could not bear it within its resources. “Neither former city nazim Niamatullah Khan nor present city nazim Mustafa Kamal got such a huge amount from the federal and provincial governments to spend on the rehabilitation or improvement of such old projects,” they added.


An official, seeking anonymity, said the Sindh government had allocated about Rs80 million for improvement and rehabilitation of bridges under its annual development programme, but the amount was insufficient. He added that about Rs80 million to Rs100 million was needed for the repair of Natha Khan bridge alone.


The condition of a number of bridges in the city is not satisfactory, but the authorities concerned are uninterested in their improvement. The condition of the Teen Hatti bridge is a glaring example of official apathy.However, the EDO said maintenance work on other bridges and flyovers was an ongoing process, which included replacement of railings, carpeting, repair of pavement etc.


He said the city government would soon begin repair work on the six identified bridges. “We are consulting traffic police and other stakeholders before closing any of the bridges for repair and the work will begin in a couple of months,” he added.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-13, 11/02/2008)

Pre-election opening of expressway portion

KARACHI, Feb 11: President Pervez Musharraf inaugurated the south-bound carriageway of the Rs13 billion Lyari Expressway and the Rs551 million Karachi Tools, Dyes and Moulds Centre on Monday.

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony held in this regard at the Governor’s House, President Musharraf said that the mega expressway project would bring about two positive changes in the lives of people. “It will ease traffic congestion and provide a non-stop travel facility from the Karachi Port to the Super Highway. And it will also provide decent and planned residential facilities to settlers along the Lyari River embankment who resided there for decades in pathetic conditions,” he said.


The president recalled his school days and said: “While going to Saint Patrick’s School from Nazimabad I used to see people living in shanty towns on either side of the Lyari River. I am happy that these people have been shifted to decent and clean residential areas in three planned townships, where all the basic amenities of life including schools, playgrounds, parks and other facilities are available,” he noted.


He said that the project worth Rs13 billion, including Rs8.22 billion for the expressway and Rs5 billion as the resettlement cost, was “unique” in that it would cut travel time to less than half an hour.

He congratulated the former minister for communications, Shamim Siddiqui, the National Highway Authority and the Frontier Works Organisation for completing the mega projects of the Northern Bypass and the Lyari Expressway.


President Musharraf asked the NHA to expedite the work and complete the north-bound carriageway of the project. He said that Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan had informed him that encroachments had been removed from two places while the third one would be removed soon.


Highway projects 

He said that work was in progress on the Sehwan-Ratodero Highway besides other roads in Sindh and the 960-kilometre-long Gawadar-Ratodero highway project (M9). The Gawadar-Ratodero Highway would serve as an inter-provincial link, connecting Balochistan to Sindh, the NWFP and Punjab via the National Highway.

He appreciated the performance of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal for undertaking development work and completing signal-free corridors in the metropolis which would reduce travel time from Defence to Nazimabad to 20 minutes. He said that Karachi had never seen such a vast development activity in its history as witnessed during the last five to six years.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan, Caretaker Chief Minister Justice (retd) Abdul Qadir Halepota, Federal Communications Minister Barrister Habib-ur-Rehman, Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and cabinet members were present at the inaugural ceremony held at the Governor’s House.

(Dawn-17, 12/02/2008)

LEW: New port-to-highway expressway opens for traffic

KARACHI: President Pervez Musharraf inaugurated the southbound carriageway of the Lyari Expressway and the Karachi Tools, Dies and Moulds Centre (KTDMC) Monday.

The ceremony took place at Governor House and was attended by Sindh Governor Dr Ishrat-ul-Ebad Khan, caretaker Chief Minister Justice (Retd) Abdul Qadir Halepota, Federal Communications Minister Barrister Habib-ur-Rehman, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and members of the Sindh Cabinet. 


The carriageway, which connects Mauripur to Sohrab Goth, has been completed at a cost of Rs 13 billion, of which Rs 8.22 billion were spent on construction and Rs 5 billion spent on the costs of resettling affected localities.


Musharraf said the mega Lyari expressway is a gift to Karachi and will bring in two important and pleasant changes in their lives. “It will ease traffic congestion, providing a non-stop travel facility from the Karachi Port to the Super Highway, and provide decent and well-planned residences to those living in bad conditions on the Lyari embankment,” he explained.


The president recalled seeing the dwellers of this area in dire conditions during his school life and said that he was happy to see them move to clean and decent residential areas in the three planned townships where all the basic amenities are available. 


Terming it a “good achievement”, President Musharraf said it was an important project which will reduce travel time significantly. He congratulated former Minister for Communications Shamim Siddiqui, the National Highway Authority (NHA), and Federal Works Organisation (FWO) teams for completing the Northern Bypass and the Lyari Expressway projects.


He asked the NHA to expedite the completion of the northbound carriageway of the Lyari Expressway and said that the Sindh governor has informed him that encroachments have already been removed from two places and will soon be removed from the third.


President Musharraf also talked about the highways that the NHA is constructing in Sindh including the Sehwan-Ratodero highway and the 960-kilometre Gwadar-Ratodero (M9) highway. The M9 will serve as an inter-provincial link, connecting Balochistan to Sindh, NWFP and Punjab via the National Highway.

He also appreciated the performance of the City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, in undertaking development work and completing two signal-free corridors in Karachi which will supposedly reduce travel time between Defence Housing Authority and Nazimabad to 20 minutes. He said that Karachi has never seen such vast development activity in its history as it has witnessed in the last five or six years. 


President Musharraf said that the Rs 515 million KTDMC has state of the art facilities to help the engineering industry get precise moulds and dies, as well as consultancy for their projects.

He called it a unique example of public-private cooperation, which, headed by private sector experts, will not only train skilled manpower but also produce tools, dies and moulds for industrial purposes and provide facilities for designing, consultancy and manufacturing.


This project is absolutely in line with the government’s strategy of forging ties between education, especially in engineering, and the industry, as part of the larger strategy to achieve the goals of poverty alleviation and job creation. The government will be opening nine new universities with the help of developed countries to produce world-class engineers and technicians in fields relevant to Pakistan’s needs, said the president. This is the future of the technical and industrial development of Pakistan and is necessary for poverty alleviation.


He underlined the need to establish skill development centers in the country to train people in short courses of four to six months. “I am encouraging the Pakistan Army to open centers to teach plumbing, shuttering, scaffolding (pipe jointing) and other methods to earn a livelihood, not only in Pakistan but also abroad, especially in the Middle East. We must wake up and impart skills that will allow the less-educated to get jobs,” he said. 


President Musharraf spoke about how a special satisfaction upon completion of every important national project, adding that it is an honour to be able to do anything for this great country.

Earlier, NHA Chairman Major General Imtiaz Ahmed said that special care is being taken to cause minimum possible impact to the residential areas in the way of the Lyari Expressway project. Some 24,000 families were re-settled in three different locations with all the necessary amenities. 


KTDMC Chairman Munir K. Bana said the centre is equipped with computer-based engineering technology for making dies, tools and moulds. This non-profit project will produce tools, moulds and dies, train skilled workers, offer digital designing, upgrade the local engineering sector and earn an annual revenue of Rs 75 million by completing production orders. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/02/2008)

Truck crushes traffic official

A traffic police official died when a truck ran over him in the limits of Garden police limits while a dead body of a cleric was found from Qasba Colony. 


Sub-Inspector Riaz Husain, son of Rehmat Ali, was on duty when the over-speeding truck hit him, killing him on the spot. The driver fled the scene along with the vehicle. A case was reported at the police station.

In another case, the tortured dead body of Moulvi Azhar, 25, was found from Peerabad police limits. The police said that the body was found from the washroom of Madrassah Jamia tul Rabaniya, Qasba Colony. It was further stated that the deceased was also tortured as the criminals cut his eyes and lips with a sharp blunt weapon and killed him. A case was reported at the police station. The deceased was the son of Mohtamim of the Madrassah.


An unidentified man, 25, was shot dead in Chakiwara police limits. The police said that the body was found near the Moulvi Usman Park and was still unidentified and a case was reported at the police station.


MISHAP: A truck driver was killed by another driver over a dispute when their vehicles bumped each other. The police said that truck drivers Asghar and Abdul Jabbar were racing on M.T. Khan Road, in the Jackson police limits. 

In the meantime both started fighting with each other when two more colleagues of Asghar jumped on Jabbar and beat him to death. The police arrested the accused driver Asghar and impounded both the vehicles and registered a case. 


Ms Saira, 40, was crushed to death by a speeding bus of route no 4M near New Town Chowrangi. The deceased was the resident of Ghausia Colony. The driver of the bus escaped, while the police impounded the bus and reported the incident. 


ATTACK: Unidentified armed men attacked the Election Camp of the Pakistan Peoples Party situated near Jauhar Moore, Sharea Faisal police limits, in which an activist was shot at. It was a second attempt on this Election office. 


Jehanzeb was shot at in Sharea Faisal police limits. The Pakistan Peoples Party candidate for the town Faisal Raza said that rival party group activists attacked its election office in which an activist Jehanzeb was shot at.


While the SHO Sharea Faisal, Nadeem, said that the victim, Jehanzeb, did not belong to any party and was a pedestrian who became the victim of a random bullet. A case was reported at the police station.

(The News-14, 17/02/2008)

CPLC issues road safety guidelines for citizens

The Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) has recently issued advice for security/safety of citizens while on roads in Karachi, which are as follows:


• Try to drive your car in the centre lane, avoid extreme right/ left lanes and if possible try to change lanes frequently. 

• Lock the doors of your car and keep the windows closed. 

• Do not open locks/windows even for beggars. 

• Keep distance between your car and other cars/motorcycles.

• Keep an eye on your mirror and change the track immediately when you observe any car following yours. 

• Notify the police if you observe the following number plate: AFR 2007/2008. It is generally a fake number, as it has not been registered within the specified time. 

• If you see an unattended car somewhere, notify the CPLC/Police immediately. 

• Do not shake hands with strangers on the road. Keep a distance from them. 

• Do not give a ride to strangers in your car, even if it’s an old man. 

• Do not leave your family alone in the car when you are out of the vehicle. 

• Do not receive any parcels from strangers. 

• If you see unattended parcels lying somewhere, inform CPLC/Police. 

• If your car is stopped by the police, be vigilant as there have been reports in which the policemen are either impersonators or have planted something in the car.

• You may already know some of these things but it’s always good to be careful.

(The News-19, 20/02/2008)

On dangerous ground

Commuters travelling from Baloch Colony towards Defence on a regular basis express their dissatisfaction over the construction quality of the Defence View Bridge. “There is a curve in the middle of the bridge where drivers lose control of their vehicles as it is unexpected and unnatural, and the speed cannot be minimised at the last minute,” said Rizwan, a resident of the Defence View Project.


Despite the construction of a concrete wall at the left-hand side of the bridge and a concrete fence on the other, the rate of road accidents is alarming. Many people have reportedly died in accidents that occur usually when they lose control of their vehicles. 


“The curve cannot be judged from a distance and it is especially difficult for drivers to see it night,” Akhtar, a motorcyclist, told The News. “There are no streetlights on the bridge and no signs warning people to slow down also,” he added. 


According to the residents, the fence is broken at many places and the wall, which was constructed to prevent accidents, has not produced any fruitful results so far. They said that in the past, before the construction of the fence, there were no obstacles for vehicles to crash into the other side of the road. The four to five feet protective wall was also not enough to prevent the crashing of high speed vehicles into the drain, they further said. 


“High-speed vehicles mostly hit the concrete wall but if a car crosses the safety wall, it falls into the wide-open, dry drain situated beside the bridge,” Shariq a regular commuter said.

He added that on February 5, at around 11.30 p.m., a black Honda Civic bearing the number plate APQ-176 plunged into the drain after losing its balance and the driver expired on the spot. He added that the next day another accident occurred when a Suzuki Liana — AMD-051 — fell into the drain after spinning out of control. Fortunately, the passengers — a father and his young son — remained safe and no casualties were reported in this accident. According to Shariq, the child was going to school with his father when the accident occurred. He further said that both vehicles were found lying close to each other. 


“Rescue operations also suffer a lot as ambulances take a lot of time to reach the spot while the bushes alongside the drain also create problems,” another commuter said. 

However, officials maintain that the accidents at that bridge occur because of over-speeding and the drivers are responsible for them. They further claim that the people should consider the fact that speeding can put their lives in danger and should avoid it.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-19, 21/02/2008)
Fraudster selling punched vehicles held

The staff of Anti-Car Lifting Unit (ACLU) held a fraudster who cheated the citizens by selling them punched vehicles by showing fake customs bills of entry sheets and registered the punch vehicles from Excise Department with new number plates. Sources said that some officials of Excise were involved and soon big arrest would be disclosed in the case. 


The SSP, ACLU, Khurram Waris, said that information was received that a group of swindlers was active in city and indulging in selling fake bills of entry of Custom for vehicles and defrauding the innocent citizens. 

He added that on a tip-off that the fraudster was present in Karachi and hiding in a house in New Karachi, Inspector Irfan Zaman was directed to conduct a raid. 


Zaman, along with his staff, conducted the raid and after resistance, held Ayaz Siyal and during the search of his hideout recovered hundreds of fake Customs bills of entry, receipts and punched vehicles and took the fraudster to the Unit.


Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Waris further stated that during investigation, he disclosed that the ring leader of the group was Ali who gave him the bills receipts and afterwards he prepared fake bills of entry of vehicles like, Toyota Corolla, Jeeps, buses and trucks which were Japan- assembled and after punching its Chassis number he hired a customer and later registered vehicles from the Excise Department after showing fake Customs Bills of entry and sold the vehicles at market prices. 

He added that the members of Ayaz’s group who were also on the wanted list were Ghaus Bux Mirani, Saeed Solangi, Manzoor Brohi, Tanveer, Agha Bashir, Manzoor Brohi along with the ring leader, Ali, and said raids were carried out for the arrest of other members and recovery of vehicles.


On interrogation, Siyal disclosed that, he was the resident of Larkana and till two years ago he was a motor mechanic. He said about a year-and-a-half ago Ali the leader of the group came to meet him as he had knowledge about the vehicles and papers and had good contacts with the citizens of Karachi and interior Sindh.


Siyal added that Ali asked him to join his gang and he could get millions of rupees per vehicle and all he had to do was to scout for customers for the tampered vehicles and for that he would be provided fake Customs bills of entry.

He further stated that Moosa Quettawala, Ali, Ghaus Bux Mirani and other gave tempered vehicles like corolla, trucks and buses to him which he later make fake custom bill of entries and moved towards the excise department for the registration of vehicles and soon the vehicle got registered he sold the vehicles on market prices. The payment process of the vehicle which was given to him by the group depend upon the vehicle and most he was given Rs80,000 to Rs0.1 million and up until now he had sold more than 60 vehicles to various persons. 


SSP Waris said that a team had been constituted to conduct raids in Quetta, Punjab and interior Sindh for the arrest of other group members.

(The News-14, 23/02/2008)

New vehicle registration books

KARACHI, Feb 24: Sindh Minister for Excise and Taxation Abdul Karim Mahar has announced that new computerised registration books for vehicles will be issued next month.


In a statement issued here on Sunday, he said Rs114 million was collected in the shape of motor vehicle registration tax from July 2007 to January this year. The amount was 12 per cent more than the target set for the period, he added.


The minister said the computerised registration books for the vehicles would be issued from March and this would eliminate the chances of fake or tampered documents.


Under the new procedure, he said, complete particulars of the vehicles would be provided to the Security Printing Corporation. For the time being, computerised registration books would be issued for the newly-registered vehicles and later the manual registration books would also be computerised in phases.

He said the department issued one million registration books/papers of private and commercial vehicles annually. He said 50 per cent tax had been announced for 15-year-old vehicles and 25 per cent for 10 years old.

(Dawn-13, 25/02/2008)

ADB and CDGK to start bus rapid transit system


KARACHI: A new concept in urban transport systems is in the offing as the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has allocated US$ 223 million for the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS), to be launched in collaboration with the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). The BRTS would facilitate the transportation of at least 20,000 passengers on a persons-per-hour-per-direction basis.


ADB Karachi Mega City Sustainable Development Project (KMCSDP) Programme coordinator Roshan Ali Sheikh told Daily Times that the BRTS is a huge project that aims to provide people transport services of the same quality that is available in Western countries. The project encompasses the construction of 11 corridors, which will be built in the four tranches of the mega city project. 


Under Tranche-1, the ADB has chosen three corridors, which are to be completed in three steps, preliminary design, detailed design and the implementation programme. The preliminary design is expected to begin within a month. The entire three-corridor project is slated to be completed within a record period of time of 24 months but if things go smoothly, this may be achieved within 18 months. 


The BRTS will resemble a network of railway stations because instead of bus stops, there will be station-like compounds. Like railway tracks, no other transport will be allowed to ply on the track of buses under the BRTS. 


The three corridors under Tranche-1 (which will be undertaken from 2008 to 2010) are Transit Route 1 from Surjani Town to the Quaid’s mausoleum (20 km, with potential for another 12 km to be added under a study being conducted currently), Route 2 from the Quaid’s mausoleum to Karachi University via Old Sabzi Mandi (14 km) and Route 3 in Orangi Town Extension (4 km). The corridors under Tranche-2 are Route 4 from Nagan Chowrangi to Landhi (21.5 km), Routes 5 and 6 in Rashidabad Extension and UP More Extension (2.7 km). Under Tranche-3 are Route 7 from Gulistan-e-Jauhar to University Road (4.7 km), Route 8 from KDA to Metropole via Shahra-e-Faisal (10.4 km), Route 9 from Shahrah-e-Quaideen (2.3 km), Route 10 from Korangi to Shahrah-e-Faisal (18 km) and Route 11 in Defense Housing Authority (DHA) (4.8 km).


The CDGK Mass Transit Cell director, General Malik Zaheer, told Daily Times that the BRTS is a CDGK project that came into being after the Pakistan government planning commission conducted a 3-month study on the possibilities of environment-friendly public transport systems for Karachi. The study yielded a solution based on 2 aspects: firstly, the use of CNG buses, which the government of Pakistan has opted to work on and secondly the design and development of the BRTS, which the ADB has picked to fund. 


The buses plying under the BRTS will be environmentally friendly dedicated-CNG buses with a capacity of 160 persons. Special CNG stations with high filling pressure are required at the terminals so that every bus can get its tank filled within 2 minutes. City nazim Mustafa Kamal fully backs this project and is devoted to addressing the problems of the common man, said Zaheer.


Tranche-1 of the mega city project includes two more phases, which will also be funded by the ADB. These are the first phase of an Urban Traffic Control System (UTCS) and a key link road to the National Highway. The budget for all three phases of Tranche-1 is US $223 million.


It is to be noted here that the ADB will also be funding the remaining three tranches. Under Tranche-2 (slated for implementation from 2009-2012), US $132 million have been allocated for Routes 4 to 6 of the BRTS, US $27 million allocated to phase 2 of the UTCS and US $40 million for a link road to the Malir Expressway. A sum of US $199 million has been earmarked for Tranche-2. Tranche-3 has been allocated US $53 million, while Tranche-4 has been allocated US $185 million, of which US $165 million have been allocated for Routes 7 to 11 and US $20 million to a key link road. Hence, the ADB has allocated a total of US $660 million for these mega projects of the city in collaboration with the CDGK.


The sixth meeting of the steering committee for KMCSDP was held under Sindh Caretaker Finance Minister Deewan Yousuf Farooque on Sunday. 


According to a hand out issued here on Sunday, the minister urged the officers concerned to speed up the process of ongoing development projects in city. KMCSDP Programme Coordinator Roshan Ali Sheikh explained the importance of the project and offered some suggestions for the improvement of water and sewerage systems in the city.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 26/02/2008)

City govt to set up 40 CNG stations

KARACHI, Feb 27: The City District Government Karachi will set up 40 compressed natural gas (CNG) stations in the metropolis under public-private partnership at various bus terminals and depots of the defunct Karachi Transport Corporation.


Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil said this while talking to Chairman CNG Station Owners Association of Pakistan (CNG-SOAP) Malik Khuda Bukh, who called on her at her office on Wednesday.


She said that the country’s progress in the CNG industry would help realise the dream of pollution-free environment.

She said the government was working for the betterment of the city’s infrastructure. They were making all out efforts to ensure pollution-free environment in the metropolis, she said, adding that a model fitness and vehicle testing station was being set up to cope with growing vehicle-related pollution.


The association chairman was satisfied that there was no shortage of gas in Sindh.

He said that 1,923 CNG stations were working across the country, while 1.65 million vehicles were running on CNG.

He said 40 per cent of these CNG-run vehicles were in Karachi.


The naib nazim was informed that Sindh had also provided 47 million cubic feet gas to Sui Northern Gas Company, when the Punjab province was hit by gas shortage in winter.

She was also told that Karachi needed some 200 CNG stations to meet the growing demand.

(Dawn-18, 28/02/2008)

City govt, police in face-off over traffic control
KARACHI, Feb 28: A worsening tug of war between the city government and the Sindh police has brought to a halt the transfer of traffic planning, management and systems of control to local authorities in line with the devolution of power programme. The law enforcement agency wants to keep the current system intact.


The city nazim had forwarded the Sindh governor a proposal regarding the issuance of an ordinance to transfer traffic control and management authority. However, senior officials and other sources in both the city government and the Sindh police said that the proposal met serious resistance from the Central Police Office and the situation was further complicated with unaddressed regulatory issues.


“The situation has become quite complex and there are few chances that the proposal will become reality in the near term,” said a source close to the developments over recent months. “The police authorities oppose the proposal, term it unnatural and advance arguments proving their reservations. They have come up with serious objections to the city government’s plan and have apparently succeeded in slowing it down to some extent.”


The source said that the police hierarchy had approached the federal and provincial authorities to halt the city government’s move. The latter believes that the spirit of the devolution plan demands traffic control and management to be shifted to the local administration.


The source informed Dawn that the Sindh Local Government Ordinance allows the district governments to regulate the traffic system. Sections 191(2) and 192(2) of the fifth schedule of the SLGO strengthen the city government’s argument for the organisation and regulation of traffic. “The SLGO,” he said, “also wants local governments to make ‘such arrangements and by-laws for the control and regulation of traffic as may be necessary to prevent the danger to and ensure the safety, convenience and comfort of the public’ under the subject of ‘Transport and traffic’ in its sixth schedule.”


Huge investment involved

Following the spirit of the devolution plan, the city government had by late 2007 designed a plan to initially hire some 6,000 wardens, eyeing huge investments from the provincial government to set up the traffic planning and control system, which is believed to be the subject of much debate in the corridors of power. An estimated three billion rupees was to be spent on the system designed by the city government, which the local authorities asked the Sindh government to finance but were not given an approval for.


Meanwhile, said the sources, one of the objections raised against the proposed transfer by the police authorities was that such legislation for traffic control and management required a presidential ordinance – not one from the provincial governor, as requested by the city government.

“Although the request is yet to be addressed by the Sindh governor, senior members of the traffic police department have prepared a detailed presentation for the provincial authorities to prove their arguments about the legislation,” said the source.

When contacted, the heads of both camps – the city government and traffic the police – appeared to disagree with each others’ viewpoint but avoided making any comments. However, their arguments in favour of and against the proposal clearly showed that the issue is unlikely to be resolved any time soon.

“Traffic engineering is the responsibility of the city government but its management and control is not, which doesn’t seem sensible,” said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal. “We have tried to convince both the provincial government and the police high-ups about the spirit of the proposal but they don’t appear ready to recognise that.”


The traffic police department disagrees, which encourages the authorities to support the current set-up. “We have reservations that have been forwarded to the people concerned,” said DIG traffic Wajid Ali Durrani. “One can’t simply remove the traffic section from the rest of the police system. Above all, there are serious legislative issues that need to be addressed first.”

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 29/02/2008)

Dumper kills couple, infant son
KARACHI, Feb 28: A couple and their infant son were killed and at least 25 others injured, four of them critically, on Thursday when a dumper hit their vehicle on the Hub River Road in North Karachi, police and witnesses said.


Surjani Town police said family members of Hashim Khan and his relatives from Hub were on their way to Machchar Colony to attend a marriage ceremony when a dumper collided with their vehicle near Makka Hotel.

Witnesses said a large number of people thronged the accident site and rescued the people from the devastated vehicle.

They said the onlookers and passersby became unruly following the accident and they put on fire two vehicles.


Fire-brigade officials said two trucks set on fire were partially gutted as the fire engine immediately reached the spot.

The police said Hashim Khan, the truck driver, his wife, Mohra, and their two-year-old son Wali Khan, died on the spot and 25 others sustained injuries. The police said the dumper driver fled the scene and his vehicle was impounded.

The bodies and the injured were shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where sources said that the injured also included four infants aged between five to nine months. They said four injured victims were in a serious condition.

The injured included Sher Zaman, Sakina Bibi, Gul Bibi, Gul Khan, Bakht Ali, Wali Daad, Jannat Gul, Fahad and Gul Shah. 

Meanwhile, a 16-year-old boy and a five-year-old boy were killed in separate road tragedies. Ali Sher, 16, was crushed to death by a bus in Gulberg, while Saad Ullah was killed by a minibus near Gharib Shah shrine in Jackson police area.

(Dawn-17, 29/02/2008)

Chakiwara SHO suspended

Station House Officer Chakiwara Chaudhry Mohammed Aslam was suspended by the Capital City Police Officer, Karachi, Niaz Ahmed Siddiqi as a criminal escaped from the police lock-up. 

It was noted here that at around 2 a.m. on Tuesday night, Sajjad, a criminal, went to the washroom adjacent to the lock-up, locking the door from inside. When he did not return, a policeman on guard broke open the door and found that the grill installed at the ventilation window of the bathroom had been removed from which the accused fled.


An FIR (43/2008) has been lodged against policemen for negligence. The SHO, Chakiwara, Aslam, raided the residence of the accused’s uncle in Moach Goth the same night, but failed to capture the fleeing criminal. 

Now, after a lapse of two days, the same police station SHO was suspended by the CCPO Karachi, and SHO Chakiwara was charged as he was found negligent towards his professional duties. The CCPO, Karachi, directed strict legal action against the errant police officials.

(The News-14, 29/02/2008)

Child and parents die, 28 injured in road accident


KARACHI: A couple and their two-year-old child died in a road accident Thursday which left more than 28 people injured.

The accident took place within the jurisdiction of Khawaja Ajmair Nagri Police Station when two speeding vehicles collided with each other.


One of the victims called the Madadgar 15 for rescue. Police and ambulances from different welfare associations got to the scene and delivered the victims to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where emergency was declared.

A family from Hub City was on a Shehzore truck bearing number plate KP-4496 on its way to attend a wedding ceremony in Macchar Colony. A dumper truck bearing number plate JP-1746 went out of the driver’s control after a tire-rod malfunction that resulted in a head-on collision.


The deceased were identified as Hashim Khan 35, his wife Mehraz Gul 26 and their son Wali.


The injured include: Mohammad Gul, Ahmedullah, Sakina, Gul Bibi, Toor Mai, Bukht Bibi, Alam, Fatima Bibi, Rahim, Gul Nasim and others. Some of them have been admitted with critical injuries.

“The deceased were sitting in the front seats,” said DSP Javed Aslam. “That’s why they died on the spot.” The driver of the dumper and its cleaner managed to flee from the scene and are still unidentified. It was an accident and the dumper has been taken into police custody and the FIR will also be registered.

“I was having a glass of water,” said Alam, a victim. “Suddenly, I heard a sound, It was the tire rod breaking from the dumper and I do not remember what happened later as I was unable to see anything.” Alam sustained injuries to his legs and hands. He is out of danger.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/02/2008)

MARCH

Government increases oil prices, power tariff

ISLAMABAD: In an expected but shocking development for end-consumers, the incumbent regime has not only increased the oil prices by 7.7 to 10.7 per cent (Rs 3.50 to Rs 5 per litre) but also raised the power tariff by 9 per cent (38 paisas per unit) for consumers of eight power distribution companies.


The decision is applicable with immediate effect (today, March 1, 2008). The increase in the prices of POL (petroleum, oil and lubricant) products and power tariff would fuel the inflation bomb, multiplying the miseries of inflation-stricken masses.


The lifeline electric power consumers, using up to 50 units per month would be exempted from hike in power tariff. The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has come up with the formula under which differential tariffs have been recommended for eight power distribution companies. As determined by Nepra, 70 paisas per unit raise has been recommended for Peshawar Electric Supply Company, 59 paisas for Quetta Electric Supply Company, 59 paisas per unit for Hyderabad Electric Supply Company, 49 paisas for Islamabad Electric Supply Company, 48 paisas for Multan Electric Power Company, 47 paisas for Gujranwla Power Company, 44 paisas for Faisalabad Electric Supply Company and 38 paisas for Lahore Electric Supply Company. The government has enforced the minimum increase of 38 paisas per unit recommended by the Lahore Electric Supply Company for consumers of all distribution companies.


Dr Salman Shah, the Finance Minister, while talking to The News said that the government had increased the price of diesel by Rs 3.50 per litre, kerosene oil by Rs 3.50 per litre and petrol by Rs 5 per litre, which would help to reduce the ongoing subsidy of Rs 17 billion by Rs 3.50 to Rs 4 billion per month. He hoped that the future government would also pass on more increase in oil prices to end-consumers as the oil prices in the global market had touched an all-time high of $103 per barrel.


Dr Shah said the government had also increased the power tariff by 9 per cent of the existing average tariff of Rs 4.50 per unit. “Had the government not extended the increase in power tariff to end-consumers, the existing power tariff subsidy of Rs 58 billion would have swelled to Rs 82 billion despite the fact that power tariff subsidy of just Rs 25 billion was fixed in the budget for 2008-09.”


According to the notification issued by Ogra, the government has increased the price of petrol (motor spirit) by 9.31 per cent to Rs 58.70 per litre from Rs 53.70 per litre, High Octane Blending Component by 7.7 per cent to Rs 69.88 per litre from Rs 64.88 per litre, kerosene oil by 9.93 per cent to Rs 38.73 per litre from Rs 35.23 per litre and Light Diesel Oil by 10.7 per cent to Rs 36.07 per litre from Rs 32.57 per litre.


The spokesman said the government would continue to provide a subsidy of Rs 16.82 per litre on kerosene oil and Rs 15.30 per litre on Light Diesel Oil. When contacted, PML-N leader Ahsan Iqbal berated the decision of the government to increase the oil prices and the power tariff at this point of time, saying the caretaker regime did this only to exert pressure on the new government. He said the interim regime should have increased the oil prices some two months ago, but it did not do so as it wanted the PML-Q to win the elections. He said the decision of not increasing the oil prices before the election was politically motivated as increase in oil prices was due since long. 


Ahsan further said that the incumbent government should have waited at least 10 more days till the installation of the next government, instead of taking the decision to increase the oil prices. He doubted if the caretaker regime had the mandate to take such a decision.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 01/03/2008)

20 pedestrian bridges, 22 modern bus stops in city soon

On the directives of the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, the City District Government, Karachi (CDGK) has started construction of over 20 pedestrian bridges and 22 modern bus stops at different points of the city to provide more facilities to citizens.


Under the project, six out of the 20 pedestrian bridges had already been installed at the signal-free corridor-I to facilitate people in crossing the road.


Besides these bridges, modern bus stops at various busy thoroughfares would provide shelter and seating facilities to commuters, especially during the summer.

Under this BOT (build-own-transfer) project, initial work on 10 out of 22 modern bus stops has been completed at Baloch Hotel, Gharibabad, Sharifabad, Liaquatabad No.4, and Karsaz Road at Signal Free Corridor-I besides Essa Nagri.


The City District Government is also constructing 14 pedestrian bridges at different areas of Karachi. Three of these are at the Board Office Chowrangi, Golden Gate, Shadman Town No.1, and Shaheed-e-Millat Road Bohri Masjid. Two more such bridges on the University Road near Edhi Centre and Faizan-e-Madinah are currently under construction and are expected to be completed soon.


It may be noted here that the Nazim, Karachi, Syed Mustafa Kamal, had directed the Transport & Communications Department of the City District Government, Karachi (CDGK) to install more than 20 pedestrian bridges at different points of busy roads and signal-free corridors to pedestrians crossing the road.

(The News-14, 01/03/2008)

Lahore solution possible way for Karachi too

Traffic violation and congestion is a chronic problem in Karachi but this has been controlled to a great extent in Lahore following the establishment of the traffic warden system.


These traffic wardens directly report to the SSP Traffic, Lahore, and they have nothing to do with the Lahore Nazim.

An official spokesman of Nazim Lahore told The News from Lahore that this traffic warden system was the brain child of the former chief minister, Punjab, Chaudhry Pervez Elahi, adding that 6,000 people were recruited for the purpose, of whom 2,800 wardens were deputed in Lahore. According to him, these traffic wardens are young graduates and are responsible for ensuring the implementation of traffic rules.


Owing to a constraint of funds in the city government Lahore, the salaries of these traffic wardens are being paid by the Punjab police. 


The News learnt that taxi and rickshaw drivers in Lahore do not violate the traffic signal as this new police force is not likely to indulge in bribery and immediately issues a challan of Rs500 for such violations.


A majority of auto rickshaws have been banned on the major roads of Lahore and this ban is being strictly implemented.

However, Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has been demanding that the city traffic police should be placed under the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), saying that he will pay this new traffic police force higher salaries.


Kamal is of the view that fresh graduates be appointed in the proposed force, be imparted training and equipped with all modern gadgets to control traffic congestion in the city. The city nazim has also demanded that the present traffic police personnel be sent to their principal department.

Kamal said that the existing traffic police can never regulate the traffic flow and in such a situation all development works are being undermined.


It may be noted that on an average, 600 vehicles are being daily registered in Karachi with the Motor Vehicle Registration Department and for this purpose, the city is in dire need of a mass transit system that should be run by qualified and professional traffic police force.

However, when a senior officer of the Karachi police was asked as to whether traffic police could be handed over to city nazim, he said there was no such clause and the law did not permit the handing over of the command of traffic police to the city nazim.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 01/03/2008)

‘Caretaker govt doesn’t have authority to raise fuel prices’

Condemning the increase in petrol and diesel prices, various political parties have described the step as illegal, saying that the caretaker government did not have the authority to take such a major decision.


The leaders of various parties said that the increase in fuel prices had proved the financial mismanagement of the previous regime and the present caretaker setup, “which have broken the backbone of the common man who had already been groaning under unemployment, poverty and lawlessness”.

They said that this increase in fuel prices was an all time high and pointed out that petrol price had increased from Rs17 to Rs57 per litre and diesel from Rs9 to Rs39 per litre during the span of a few years. 


Deputy Secretary General PPP Senator Raza Rabbani, Sindh PPP President Syed Qaim Ali Shah and Secretary General Nafees Siddiqi, while condemning the increase in fuel prices, said that the government wanted to ‘suck the last drop of blood of the poor people.’ 


“The increase in prices of petroleum products is a cruel joke with the poor who are already over-burdened with massive unemployment and deteriorating law and order situation,” they said, adding: “This increase have a snowball effect on the prices of essential goods and disturb the budget of poor labourers and the salaried class.”


Former federal minister for the Privatisation Commission and PPP leader Naveed Qamar MNA said that owing to the short-term economic policies of the present regime the nation was facing escalation in fuel prices and electricity tariff.

The decision to increase fuel prices would certainly cast an extensive impact on the next government, he added.


Former senator and central PPP leader Taj Haider termed it a continuation of the old anti-people policies. 

He declared that since the PPP had planned to give relief to the common man, the party would revise the present regime’s anti-people policies.

ANP’s provincial chief Shahi Syed also condemned the act, saying that poor transporters would suffer and ultimately the burden of this increase would be shifted to common man. “It is in fact a conspiracy of the caretaker setup and the previous rulers to create problems for the coming elected government,” he added.


PPI adds: The All Pakistan Inter-Province Bus and Karachi Taxi and Motor Rickshaw, Yellow Cab Owners Association leaders Hafizul Haq Hassan Zai and Mohammad Yaqoob have flayed the caretaker government for raising the petroleum and diesel prices and termed it a bid to halt transport activities.

An emergency meeting has been called at the central office in Patel Para on the 4th to chalk out a future plan in this regard.

(The News-19, 02/03/2008)

Khayaban-e-Sehar dug up yet again

Owing to another leakage in the National Refinery Limited (NRL) oil pipeline which passes underneath Khayaban-e- Sehar, the said road has once again been excavated, adding to the frustration of the residents. 

“One fails to understand why Khayaban-e-Sehar has to be dug up every now and then and why the work can’t be carried out in one attempt,” said one irate resident, adding that “this road has been excavated several times for numerous reasons and it was last carpeted hardly a month ago.” “The stench of the oil has made it difficult for us to breathe,” added Mrs Khawar, another resident of Khayaban-e-Sehar.


Moreover, since the road has been dug up from the middle, it has become too narrow for traffic. One resident complained that because of this, his car has been hit by passing vehicles. “I had left my car at the roadside for half an hour and found this when I returned,” he said pointing out a dent on his car.


The DHA residents demand some accountability by the authorities for the huge amount of taxes they pay that appear to be wasted, they claim. Meanwhile, the DHA officials have failed to give a substantial answer as to why this road is being dug up so frequently. The DHA blames the NRL for this while the latter was not available for comment.


The NRL oil pipeline is spread on an area of 18km from Korangi to Keamari. The pipeline covers a distance of 850ft only on Khayaban-e-Sehar and is reportedly leaking at several points — one of these leaks is on Sehar.

When the same road was dug up before this, the NRL officials had said that the oil pipeline was being replaced from where it was leaking. It took them several months to replace that pipeline. More than 40 houses in Phase 6 have suffered as their underground water tanks have become contaminated with oil.

The residents wonder how it is possible for a pipeline that was replaced a month to leak once again. The severity of leakage can be easily judged by observing the black colour of the soil that is lying on Khayaban-e-Sehar, says another irate resident. Moreover, the residents ask why they were not informed by the DHA that the road would be dug up once again. “They just start working without any notification to the residents,” said an annoyed resident, Muhammad Saeed.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 02/03/2008)

Ministry of Communications’report on Shershah bridge collapse

Inquiry holds NHA, consultant firm responsible; NLC goes unmentioned

An inquiry committee of the Ministry of Communications has held both the consultant firm of the Shershah bridge as well as the National Highway Authority (NHA) responsible for the collapse of the bridge on the Northern Bypass in Karachi. The committee says that the design of the bridge was ‘faulty’ that resulted in its collapse.

The bridge collapsed on September 1, 2007, within days of its inauguration by President Pervez Musharraf. The incident saw 10 people lose their lives.


Sources in the Ministry of Communications told The News that the experts hired by the ministry found that the bridge’s design was ‘faulty’ and, despite flaws in its design, no remedial measures were taken by the consultant or the construction company.


It is worth mentioning here that the National Highway Authority (NHA) had awarded the contract of constructing the Northern Bypass to the Army-run National Logistic Cell (NLC). The NLC then hired the services of Engineering Consultants International (Pvt) Limited (ECIL) as consultants for the said project.

Officials say that the ECIL is one of the largest local private sector consulting companies in Pakistan, operating for the past 44 years in various fields of engineering. It specialises in Geographical Information Science (GIS) and Remote Sensing Applications. 


The experts probing the reasons behind the bridge’s collapse further found out that the services of a Turkish consultant firm were also solicited by the NHA for improving the design of the bridge. However, the construction of the bridge was carried out as per the original design as the Turkish firm’s report on the bridge design was in Turkish and could not be translated by the local officials. 


“The Turkish firm’s report continued to circulate between offices, while, at the same time, the construction of the bridge continued as per the faulty design,” the report says.

The ministry’s probe committee also held NHA Chairman Major General Farukh Javed equally responsible for the bridge’s collapse and recommended necessary action against him, the ministry officials said.

Interestingly, in the findings of the probe committee, there is no mention of the NLC that constructed not only the bridge but also the entire Northern Bypass.


Officials said that the findings of the report have been sent to the prime minister’s secretariat. However, according to them, no action could be taken on the basis of it until the formation of the next government.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 03/03/2008)

City govt plans to shift truck-stand from Mauripur Road
KARACHI, March 3: The city government is all set to establish a new truck-stand on 500 acres near the Northern Bypass so that it could shift the existing truck-stand and warehouses along Mauripur Road to clear the route leading to the city beaches.


The decision to shift the existing Hawkesbay truck-stand, spread over 100 acres, was taken sometime back as the truck-stand is a major source of traffic jams caused by illegal parking, loading and unloading of goods and maintenance of heavy vehicles along the road. Besides, truck shops have turned the entire road leading to the Hawkesbay beach into a ‘no-go area’ for the picnickers.

Official sources in the city government told Dawn that in 1972 a truck-stand was established at Mauripur and all unauthorized truck-stands were shifted from different city areas to the Mauripur truck-stand.They said that due to the increasing number of goods carriers the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had planned to establish a new truck-stand and allocated 100 acres at Hawkesbay for it. However, the implementation of the project started in the mid-90s and due to mismanagement all truck shops and warehouses at the Mauripur stands could not be shifted to the Hawkesbay truck-stand.


At present goods carriers cross the whole city to reach the truck-stand and warehouses but after the new truck-stand is established, the traffic problem on Mauripur-Hawkesbay Road would be solved while the heavy traffic would not enter the city and will directly go to the port by using the Northern Bypass.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal told Dawn that the construction of a new truck-stand was necessary to shift away the Hawkesbay truck-stand so that the road leading to the city’s beaches could be cleared of heavy traffic.

He said the new truck-stand would be constructed through public-private partnership. “The land has been handed over to the city government and we are planning to hire the services of an international firm having expertise in building truck-stands,” he added. He said the shifting of the old truckstand would also help the city government to launch certain uplift projects along the city’s beaches besides providing citizens with more housing facilities.

However, the sources said the construction of the new truck-stand and shifting of the old one would take at least two years.


Meanwhile, Mr Kamal presided over a meeting to review the new truck-stand project at his office on Monday.

He said the city government had acquired land near the Northern Bypass to build the new stand and warehouses. He said a hostel for truck drivers and helpers and a restaurant would also be part of the project.

He said that access to the city beaches was almost blocked by the existing truck-stand and godowns and it had become necessary to establish a new truck-stand.

(Dawn-17, 04/03/2008)

Transporters raise fares as oil prices surge

Public transport operators and goods transporters in the city are expected to take important decisions in some crucial meetings this week. While a few of them have already increased bus fares and charges for transporting essential goods, the remaining are also looking at an increase in fares as the final response to a recent step taken by the caretaker government. The move is a result of a sharp increase in oil prices.


Meanwhile, a few intercity bus operators have already increased their fares by Rs50 to Rs100, while the suppliers of essential goods such as milk and edible oil have also increased the transportation charges of these goods due to the increase in diesel and petrol prices. An inter-city passenger who boarded an upcountry-bound bus said that he was charged Rs100, in addition to the pre-March 1 bus fare. Another complainant said that his supplier increased costs by Rs80 for supplying milk to him. Moreover, these increases are expected to grow further if the oil prices remain unchanged.


Transporters who have been conducting meetings at their respective associations since the increase in oil prices, now seem to opt for grand meetings involving all associations of the city to respond to what they say is a “record increase in oil prices and might result in transport crises in the city.” This increase, they said, will also influence the prices of other essential commodities. The Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) is being backed by other transporters (like the UTS and the KPTS Bus Operators’ Association). They are seeing an increase in the bus fares as the final solution if oil prices are not reversed. Being traders, they say, they cannot continue operations without increasing bus fares as an increase in oil prices has a certain impact on everything involved in the operation of public transport. For example, an increase in the per litre diesel price has resulted in the increase in the prices of spare parts, tyres and lubricants because the transportation charges of these goods will also increase. Additionally, transporters said, the monthly operating expenses of minibuses and coaches will increase by Rs10,000 and will be compelled to increase the bus fares.


The Karachi Goods Carriers Association (KGCA), a major association of goods transporters, is holding a meeting on Tuesday (today) to formulate their strategy in this connection. Due to this increase in freight charges on transportation, almost all types of goods, including essential commodities, will increase and general public will suffer, they said. Both goods transporters and public transport operators are demanding a reversal of the increase in the prices of fuel. 


Meanwhile, the National Transport Ittehad, Karachi, has already declared that fares for all inter- and intra-city public transport will automatically increase if this raise in oil prices is not reversed by March 5.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 04/03/2008)

Confusion persists over bridge inquiry
KARACHI, March 4: Confusion prevails about the findings of an inquiry into the Shershah Bridge collapse, which killed more than half a dozen people in September 2007, as the caretaker federal minister for communication appeared unaware of any such progress on Tuesday, saying that it was the subject of a committee constituted by the prime minister’s secretariat.


At a press conference at the National Highway Authority’s office, minister Habib-ur-Rehman chose to talk about the progress of development projects during the last three months of the caretaker government, evading questions about the investigation into the tragedy.


“The Prime Minister’s Inspection Committee, which took up the subject, should be asked about it, and it has not been the subject of the communication ministry as such,” he said. “I am not the right person to be asked about the inquiry report or its findings, but personally I believe the report has been completed and is likely to be made public very soon.”

The minister’s fresh assessment matched the predictions he had made at the same place some two months ago in almost the same event. Speaking at a press conference on Jan 8, he had said the report would be out within next 10 days, which has not yet materialized.


Though he came up with the fact that the prime minister’s committee had held an in-depth inquiry into the incident, Mr Rehman said he believed his viewpoints on its findings would lead to confusion.

“The seven-member committee itself went through some bad experiences, as one of its members passed away before it reached conclusion and the other went on leave during the job. But they have taken up the matter with great responsibility and measured minutely every aspect which led to the incident,” he added.


More than half a dozen people were killed and many others injured when the Shershah Bridge, which formed part of the newly-inaugurated Northern Bypass, collapsed in September 2007. A large number of people remained trapped under the rubble for hours.


As the 70-metre Baldia loop buckled, two trailers and other vehicles that happened to be on the bridge were hurled about 25 feet onto the road below, near the crowded Shershah intersection.


Launched on the directives of President Pervez Musharraf more than six months ago, the findings of the inquiry report remain a mystery. The latest claims by the caretaker minister, who excluded the communication ministry from the responsibility, may add only to the anxieties of the concerned citizens.


Mr Rehman, however, shared facts about the development projects of his ministry across the country, which he claimed had moved at a fast pace during the last three months.“The ministry has so far completed six projects of the road network and highways,” he added. “The completed projects include N-85, M-9, the South Bond of the Lyari Expressway and some important parts which make up the interlinked communication network throughout the country.”

(Dawn-19, 05/03/2008)

Further penalty to be paid on CNG buses

The CNG buses for Karachi will be further delayed as the present caretaker government has asked the proprietor of the buses to pay a 30 per cent penalty duty. This is despite the fact that the import of these buses was approved by the ex-Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz.


Sources told The News said that the 15 CNG buses disembarked on August 2, 2007 and since then the buses have gone rusty standing at the port. However, the federal government has impeded the release of these buses. Sources claim that since the day the buses landed, their owners have incurred a loss of Rs35 million to date. Defying President Musharraf’s stance to encourage CNG buses in public transport, the bureaucracy in Islamabad is not inclined to release the 15 CNG buses which are meant for Karachi only.


Karachi is facing a serious shortage of transport and during peak hours, commuters travel atop buses while the traffic police seem completely helpless in this regard. The City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has repeatedly promised to provide CNG buses to the people but the Mass Transit department claims that there are a lot of impediments due to which there was an inordinate delay in the arrival of the said buses in Karachi. 

Sources said that the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal as well as the caretaker ministers took keen interest in removing the hurdles which caused the delay in the release of these buses. However, even then the buses couldn’t be released from the port.


On the directives of the Nazim Karachi, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has decided to introduce a CNG Bus Project in cooperation with the provincial and federal government. This includes the induction of 4,000 CNG dedicated environment-friendly buses in Karachi under a public private partnership basis so that the citizens could be provided with better transport facilities. 


The new CNG buses will be operated and maintained by private sector operators individually or in the form of a syndicate, group or company under the government defined regulatory framework.


In this connection, a Project Implementation & Monitoring Unit (PIMU) was being established in Karachi which will act as a catalyst towards a quick and smooth implementation of the project and will be responsible for project monitoring, the disbursement of federal government subsidy to designated banks, coordinating with the operators, investors, CDGK, Provincial and Federal Government in matters relating to gas supply, setting up depots, public-private partnership agreement, code of conduct, route planning and selection, policing and overall project performance.

Besides this, the PIMU will also provide a stimulating and professionally challenging environment and for this purpose, a well-experienced and a qualified project director will be appointed to lead a well qualified team. 


A market based salary package commensurate with experience and qualification will be offered to the selected candidate who will be appointed for an initial term of three years and shall be eligible for further extension upon satisfactory performance.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 05/03/2008)

Minister reluctant to divulge findings

Federal Ministry for Communications seems reluctant in making public the inquiry report on Shershah bridge (part of Northern Bypass) that collapsed on September 1 last year and claimed 10 lives. Federal Minister for Communications Prof. Habib-ur-Rehman refused to comment about the report of the inquiry commission, saying he was not the authority concerned and only the inquiry committee formed by Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission (PMIC) would divulge the report findings.

Rehman was briefing media persons about the progress made by his ministry during last three months, at the office of National Highway Authority (NHA) here on Tuesday. 


The minister said that he was not the right person to ask about the inquiry report or its findings. He, however, maintained that the report had been completed and PMIC would make it public and not the Ministry of Communications. 

It is worth mentioning here that the Ministry of Communications also held an inquiry into the matter. Inside sources in the ministry told The News that both the consultant firm of the Shershah bridge as well as the National Highway Authority (NHA) were held responsible for the collapse of the bridge. The ministry’s probe committee also held a senior NHA official equally responsible for the bridge’s collapse and recommended necessary action against him.


Sources said that the report findings had been sent to the Prime Minister’s Secretariat. Rehman, however, refused to comment on the finding of his ministry’s report, saying they could not speak to press in this regard unless seven-member PMIC committee completes the report. He further said that the very committee had conducted extensive inquiry covering various aspects like material used, design of the bridge, its concept, the people who worked in it, the contractors and all those involved in the process. Therefore, he added, their briefing to the media might lead to certain confusion.

It may be noted here that one of the members of the PMIC committee has died, while another member had gone for Hajj, and the officials are using this pretext for delay in the report. 


Besides, former prime minister Shaukat Aziz, who had constituted the inquiry committee, has moved abroad and the new government is yet to be formed so there is every likelihood that the report in question would be delayed further.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 05/03/2008)

City govt, NHA fight over toll tax
KARACHI, March 8: The city district government Karachi (CDGK) and the National Highway Authority (NHA) are on a collision course over the collection of toll tax at two mega-projects – the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass – as the former has sought the federal government’s intervention to get control of toll tax collection.


The CDGK had provided the right of way to the federal government for the construction of the two mega-projects, which were constructed by the NHA. However, the NHA was collecting tax from vehicles at the two projects.

Well-placed sources in the CDGK told Dawn that City Nazim Mustafa Kamal recently wrote a letter to the federal government pointing out that the toll tax being collected at the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass by the NHA was beyond its mandate because the two projects are within the administrative limits of the Karachi city government instead of being inter-provincial highways.

He pointed out in the letter addressed to the caretaker federal minister for communication that President Pervez Musharraf had granted the two projects as a “gift” to the people of Karachi.


The CDGK took the plea that the people of Karachi had not only suffered financial losses and mental agony during the process of displacement but had also contributed a major part of the cost of the project in the shape of valuable land and, therefore, the benefit, if any, should go to them.


The federal government was requested to shift the mandate to the CDGK with regard to the collection of toll tax at the Lyari Expressway as well as the Northern Bypass for the betterment and proper uplift of the metropolis.

However, a source in the NHA told Dawn that the federal government had spent a huge amount on the construction of the two projects and the toll being collected ultimately goes to the federal government.


The source, however, conceded that the two projects could not be completed without the support of the city government. He also admitted that the CDGK provided land for the resettlement of displaced people, though the federal government had borne the cost.


Last month, the south-bound track of the Lyari Expressway was inaugurated by President Musharraf. The project was completed at a cost of Rs13 billion while work to construct the north-bound track was still in progress.


The Lyari Expressway is meant for light traffic while the Northern Bypass caters to heavy traffic, as all goods reach the port by using the Northern Bypass without entering the city.

Nearly 24,000 families were displaced during the process of constructing the south-bound carriageway of the Lyari Expressway and had been settled in three areas – Taiser Town, Hawkesbay and Baldia Town – at a cost of Rs5 billion.The Northern Bypass was opened to vehicular traffic in August 2007. The 57-km-long project was aimed at accelerating the movement of heavy traffic carrying goods meant for export as well as imported goods without hampering the traffic flow in the city, besides providing a direct link between Karachi Port and the newly constructed Gwadar Port through the Makran Coastal Highway.


About six years back, President Musharraf performed the groundbreaking of the 16.6km-long Lyari Expressway and the 57km-long Northern Bypass.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 09/03/2008)

3 car boosters nailed, 11 cars including MNA’s returned


KARACHI: The Anti-Car Lifting Unit (ACLU) police arrested three members of a professional countrywide vehicle theft group and recovered eleven vehicles from their possession, including the vehicle of Muttahida Qaumi Movement MNA Haider Abbas Rizvi. 


Nearly 400 of the 900 vehicles that have been stolen from different parts of the city in the last three months have been recovered and around 30 lifters have been arrested.

A press conference was held Sunday by ACLU SSP Khurram Waris at his office. Waris said that, following information from a spy, the ACLU police conducted a raid near Shiponer College and arrested one accused named Azmat Ali.

During initial investigations he confessed that he was a professional car lifter and had also been imprisoned. All of his family members are involved in this ‘business’ and two of his brothers, Rajab and Nawaz, and three cousins are already in prison. 


Ali confessed that he and his associates stole vehicles from the Karachi and got them into Quetta and Dera Ismail Khan through the highways.


Waris also said that police conducted raids at Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Super Highway and arrested two of Ali’s associates, Adnan and Lal Mohammad. The police recovered the vehicles from their possession.


One vehicle bearing number KN-6332 was stolen at gunpoint from MNA-elect Haider Abbas Rizvi on March 6 from within the jurisdiction of Azizabad. Other vehicle registration numbers include: KN-4472, APR-280, CR-9982, W-4555, JF-2663, ABM-059, ABP-556, ADW-020, AKH-278 and CR-3821. 

To a question, Waris said that operations could be launched in Quetta and D.I. Khan but those areas are sensitive nowadays and operations are already being carried out there. “If we launch operations there it could be harmful for us. But we do plan to do it.” Waris added that cases have been registered against the accused.

(DailyTimes-B1, 10/03/2008)

City govt plans construction of Malir expressway
KARACHI, March 10: The city government has decided to construct an expressway on both banks of the Malir River to provide a direct access to downtown light traffic to the city’s eastern industrial neighbourhoods on to the National Highway through Quaidabad.


Well-placed sources in the city government told Dawn that the Malir Expressway project had been conceived keeping in view the Lyari Expressway project which was also constructed along the banks of the Lyari River.


The federal government had provided funds to the tune of Rs8 billion for the construction of the Lyari Expressway and Rs5 billion for the resettlement of nearly 24,000 families who had been displaced due to the construction of the mega project.


However, the sources said that the city government had recently conducted a detailed study regarding the Malir Expressway project which showed that the construction of a road along both banks of the Malir River would be a far easier task as compared to the construction of an expressway on both banks of the Lyari River.


The sources said that there was no encroachment or unauthorised settlements on the banks of the Malir River and there would be no issue of compensation or resettlement. The expressway project would start from Qayyumabad and culminate at Quaidabad providing an alternate access to commuter traffic to Landhi and Korangi Industrial Areas besides reducing the traffic load on Sharea Faisal. They said that the amount required for the construction of Malir Expressway was estimated to be Rs5 to Rs6 billion and the project would be executed under the Asian Development Bank (ADB) funded Karachi Mega City Development Project.


The first tranche of over $200 million from the ADB’s loan is due to be received next month and after completing the required formalities including the tendering process the Malir Expressway project will be launched by the end of the current financial year or in the first quarter of the next fiscal.


The sources, however, maintained that the Malir Expressway project had nothing to do with the proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway which would be built from Jinnah Bridge at the Karachi Port and would pass over M. T. Khan Road, Club Road and Sharea Faisal to Quaidabad.


“The Karachi Elevated Expressway will provide a direct access to heavy traffic from Karachi Port to Port Qasim via National Highway,” said a senior city government official. “The Malir Expressway will be constructed only for light traffic and not for heavy traffic,” he said. He, however, agreed that the elevated expressway was a much expensive project as compared to both the Lyari and Malir expressways. A Malaysian firm will construct the elevated expressway at an estimated cost of $350 million on a built-operate-and transfer (BOT) basis.

The sources said that the expected timeframe for the completion of the Malir Expressway project was 24 months from the day of launching of the groundwork.


The south-bound carriageway of Lyari Expressway took about six years for completion while work on the construction of the north-bound carriageway is still under way.

(Dawn-18, 11/03/2008)

Pedestrians at risk as pavements vanish
KARACHI, March 10: Most roadside nurseries in different parts of the city have encroached upon footpaths, compelling pedestrians to walk on roads amidst the deluge of speeding vehicles at considerable risk to their lives.

The menace of roadside encroachments, illegal occupation of footpaths and violation of pedestrians’ rights by vehicle owners is assuming an alarming proportion. Due to non-availability of footpaths, accidents involving pedestrians have increased tremendously.


A number of footpaths have already vanished while others have been encroached upon heavily. A few others are being surrendered for widening of roads.

There are no footpaths on either side of S.M.Taufiq Road (starting from Liaquatabad No 10 to Liaquatabad Super Market). Besides, its vast portion often remains illegally occupied by make-shift stalls, vendors and pushcarts selling merchandise and fruit, thus causing inconvenience to market visitors and creating obstacles in the smooth flow of vehicular traffic.


A number of nurseries have sprung up on the central island of some busy roads in North Nazimabad, forcing pedestrians to walk along these nurseries to cross the busy roads putting their lives at risk. Similarly, almost the entire footpath of main University Road (from Hassan Square to Ashfaq Memorial hospital) has been heavily encroached upon by eateries.

With the mushroom growth of car showrooms on New M.A. Jinnah Road and Khalid Bin Waleed Road, pedestrians do not find footpaths to walk on. Besides, both roads have been tapered with showroom cars parked there. On Jamshed Road, auto workshops, silencer-repairing and battery shops have taken their chunk of footpaths, leaving pedestrians with no option but to walk on roads.


Pedestrians can also be seen walking on Shaheed-i-Millat Road because there is no footpath on its either side. To the surprise of many, a number of nurseries are doing business on both sides of the busy road while commuters wait on the first lane of road for buses.

(Dawn-18, 11/03/2008)

Riyadh offers $300m to offset effects of high oil cost
ISLAMABAD, March 10: Saudi Arabia has offered a one-time $300 million budgetary support to Pakistan to help bridge the fiscal gap caused by constantly rising oil prices.


A finance ministry statement issued here on Monday termed it a goodwill gesture and said the Saudi government decided to provide the grant following a request made by President Pervez Musharraf to King Abdullah to help Pakistan in offset the effects of high oil costs.


The statement termed the Saudi government’s decision ‘very timely’ and said it will help Pakistan in meeting the budgetary gaps effectively and (help) promote macroeconomic stability in the country.


Finance Minister Dr Salman Shah said the grant would help the new government to avoid any massive increase in prices of petroleum products.


Denying that the caretaker government planned to increase oil prices before handing over power to the new government, he said: This is good that the new government will not have to go for excessive oil price increases in the second phase. The caretaker government had raised power charges by 9 per cent and increased petrol and diesel prices by Rs5 and Rs3.5 a litre on Feb 29. Asked if the Saudi government had restored an old facility, the finance minister said that it was a one-time budgetary support.

(Dawn-1, 11/03/2008)

Dumper kills two in Nazimabad
KARACHI, March 11: Two people were killed and five others injured on Tuesday when a fast-moving dumper overturned after hitting a motorcycle, a cycle-rickshaw and pedestrians at the Golimar traffic intersection, police and witnesses said.

They said the onlookers saw red and set fire to the dumper (TKE-511) following the accident that left a motorcyclist and a cycle-rickshaw owner dead and another motorcyclist and four pedestrians injured.


The witnesses said the enraged mob beat up the dumper driver, Noroze Khan, while police chose not to interfere despite the fact that the Nazimabad police station is hardly two kilometres away from the scene of accident.

The victims were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where the deceased were identified as Tahir Mansoor, 35, and Javed Ali, 30, and the injured as Khurram, Arshad Ali and Rashid.


Mohammed Ehsan, who had a narrow escape, told Dawn that he was standing at the pavement near the Golimar traffic intersection when he saw the dumper come from Nazimabad No 2 to Golimar and hit a motorbike before it finally overturned. “The driver seemed to have lost control as it all happened in the twinkling of an eye,” he said.


The eyewitnesses said the dumper also ran over a cycle-rickshaw instantly crushing the man on it to death. “I leapt away as I saw the truck come in my direction, but the others got no time to escape,” he said.

The witnesses said the incident took place around 11.45am. They said that the number of casualties could have been much more had the incident taken place a little later as the spot was always crowded with a large number of students of Sir Syed College for Women after 12 noon.


Hospital sources said the bodies of both the victims were badly mutilated as they had been crushed under the wheels of the heavy vehicle.


Police said victim Tahir Mansoor, who was going on his motorbike (KAK-4592), was the project manager of the Sindh Development Social Service. They said the victim, resident of house No. B-8, Block-3, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, had got married a few moths ago.


The police said the other victim, Javed Ali, resident of Brohi Goth, Buffer Zone, was the only breadwinner of his family. He was married with a two-year-old son.


Hospital sources said the injured were discharged from the hospital after medical treatment as their injuries were not life-threatening. Meanwhile, in an unrelated incident, a two-and-a-half-year-old girl was crushed to death by a truck in front of her Jinnah Colony house in Orangi Town.

Mominabad police said the driver fled the scene and the police impounded his vehicle.

They said victim Bushra’s paternal grandfather, Rab Nawaz, lodged the FIR against the unknown driver of the vehicle.

The police said they had mounted a search for the suspect, but no clue to his whereabouts was found so far.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 12/03/2008)

Allow CDGK to collect Lyari Expressway, Northern Bypass toll tax

Amidst a walkout from the Opposition, the City Council demanded Tuesday that the federal government allow the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) - rather than the National Highway Authority (NHA) - to collect toll tax from for the Northern Bypass and the newly-constructed Lyari Expressway.


Soon after the session started Tuesday, opposition members again raised the issue of an undue delay in the release of funds for various union councils in the city, especially those administered by the Nazims of opposition groups. They feared that if the disbursement of funds were delayed further, the current fiscal year would close, and development funds reserved for the development of UCs would soon lapse.


City Naib-Nazim Nasreen Jalil chaired the council session and advised the opposition members to desist from protesting the issue further, because she had already ordered constitution of a house committee to resolve the issue, and the city Nazim had been “taking a personal interest in the matter to ensure that the funds are released as soon as possible.”


Opposition members meanwhile staged a walkout of the proceedings halfway through. En route they also chanted slogans against the fact that UC development funds were yet to be released. 

After the opposition had left, leader of treasury Haq Parast Panel in the house, Asif Siddiqui, remarked that the opposition of the council had been unduly agitating on the issue of development funds despite repeated assurances by authorities concerned to resolve the issue. Their agitation is merely meant to mar the prescribed agenda for council meetings, Siddiqui said.


Meanwhile, various members of the house across the divide of treasury and opposition benches raised (on points of order) various civic issues confronting the citizens of Karachi. These included beggary, house robberies, frequent electricity breakdowns, law-and-order and the security situation, deterioration of the public transport system, and sanitation problems. 


While the house was devoid of its opposition members due to their protest walkout, the remaining approved by a majority the creation of 16 vacancies of grade-19 superintendent engineers and 23 posts of grade-18 executive engineers at the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB). Earlier the city council session on March 4 witnessed pandemonium as opposition members vociferously protested the sanctioning of a large number of new posts in the KWSB without prior consultation and approval of the council. 


The council through a majority vote also approved the setting up of the City Institute of Image Management (CIIM) under the aegis of the CDGK’s Naib Nazim secretariat. The purpose of the institute would be to train city government officials in various fields of public interest and governance. 

The council also endorsed and supported the city Nazim’s recent drive to remove advertising-related graffiti from various buildings in Karachi. Another resolution demanded that the CDGK should choose and constitute its own football, cricket, and hockey teams in order to promote sports activities in the city. 

The house also adopted a resolution for merging 78 vacancies of Scheme no.41 Surjani Town and Roadside Scheme 36 with the CDGK’s parks and horticulture department.

The council approved the handing over of two plots measuring 8.3 acres and 28.54 acres respectively in Scheme no. 24 of Gulishan-e-Iqbal to the newly set up Karachi Development Company Limited under the aegis of the CDGK.

The house members also condemned Tuesday morning’s bomb blasts in Lahore which killed and injured several innocent people. They also spoke against a recent attack by robbers on the residence of Lyari Town UC-6 Nazim Abdul Hameed Baloch.

(The News-13, 12/03/2008)

Dumper crushes two motorcyclists

Two persons were killed when a dumper ran over their motorcycles near Sir Syed College, in the Nazimabad police limits.


Tahir Mansoor and Javed Ali, two motorcyclists, were killed by the speeding dumper (TKE-5011), while four others were injured. In reaction to the incident, the public present at the scene torched the dumper and thrashed the driver. 

Owing to the incident, the traffic was completely blocked at the Nazimabad intersection. After the passage of some time, a heavy contingent of police reached the spot and controlled the situation. They took away with them the accused injured driver. 


The police said that the deceased, Javed Ali, was a resident of Buffer Zone and working with a private firm as a salesman. They added that Ali was going for some office work on his motorcycle (KAK-459) when he fell victim to the killer dumper. The deceased leaves behind a widow and two children. 


Deceased Tahir was a resident of Gulshan-e-Iqbal and working with the Sindh Development Social Authority. He was going for some official assignment on his motorcycle (KBT-6459) when he was crushed by the speeding dumper. The police identified the dumper driver in their custody as Noroz Khan. They also impounded the dumper. 

In the incident three passers-by, Khurram, Waseem and one unknown, were also injured. A case was reported at the police station.

(The News-14, 12/03/2008)

Mob trashes killer truck in Nazimabad
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KARACHI: A speeding dumper truck ran over two motorcyclists killing two men and injuring two others Tuesday following which a crowd of incensed people from the area surrounded the vehicle and set it on fire, causing a traffic jam for over an hour on the road from Nazimabad to Lasbela in the afternoon.


The incident took place while the dumper truck (TKE-5011) was recklessly speeding from Nazimabad towards Lasbela and rammed into two separate motorbikes near the Nazimabad No. 1 roundabout. There were two men riding on each of the motorcycles. The motorcycles were registered as KAK-4592 and KBD-6459. The victims were identified as 22-year-old Javed Ali, 35-year-old Tahir Mansoor, 25-year-old Khurrum Pervez, and 35-year-old Arshad Waseem. Ali was killed on the spot while the other three sustained serious injuries and were rushed to Abbasi Shaheed hospital where Mansoor succumbed to his injuries and passed away. 


The deceased Ali was a resident of Buffer Zone, North Karachi. He was a married father of one and worked as a salesman. Mansoor lived near the Railway Society, Gulshan-e-Iqbal and was an employee for the Sindh Development Social Services. The driver of the truck was identified as Norez.

The incident ignited the mob that had formed around the scene of the accident. They pulled the driver out of the truck and beat him badly. The roads around the vicinity were blocked as traffic came to a standstill for over an hour.


Police from Gulbahar, Rizvia, Nazimabad, Supermarket and other nearby areas rushed to the scene to resolve the situation. They freed the driver from the hands of the mob and took him to Abbasi Shaheed hospital. The fire brigade was also called in to control the fire that had been set to the truck.

This ordeal took over an hour before police personnel resolved the situation and restored the flow of traffic. According to the police the driver of the truck has been taken into custody however no F.I.R. had not been lodged till the filing of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/03/2008)

Riders of the storm ... sort of

Karachi, with a population of 16 million, has had its fair share of civic problems over the course of time that only seem to be exacerbating. Foremost among them is the traffic nightmare, particularly the motorcyclists of the city.

As much as we would like to blame it on the incompetence of the authorities, Karachiites are not entirely blame-free in the situation. These commuters on two-wheelers ride with their families and friends, and inadvertently risk their own as well as the lives of others.


Parents are the biggest culprits in this scenario as they hold their children on the motorcycles in a way which puts their lives at risk. With the increasing fuel prices, accommodating all passengers on one motorcycle (by the driver) is perhaps a way to cut costs by the lower-income group.

Nonetheless, it is important that some sense of responsibility be inculcated within the citizens to follow the traffic rules.

(By Abid Hassain, The News-20, 13/03/2008)

CNG-based public transport system promised by June

ISLAMABAD, March 13: The government will launch a pilot project on the public-private partnership basis for improving the public transport system of Karachi in June this year.


The Senate Standing Committee on the Environment was informed on Thursday that the project would focus on plying CNG buses in the provincial metropolis.

Expressing its deep concern over the increasing levels of environmental pollution, particularly vehicular emissions in major cities, the committee, which met under the chairmanship of Senator Mohammad Ali Brohi, called for urgent steps for a cleaner and healthier environment to ensure a better future for the coming generations.

It urged stricter implementation of the existing environmental laws and enactment of fresh ones where needed to keep the environment clean.


The committee took special notice of growing industrial and vehicular pollution, which is not only threatening the environment but also badly affecting rivers and streams. “Industrial concerns are directly discharging their pollutants and effluent into our rivers, including the Indus, which is like a lifeline and runs through nearly the whole of the country before finally joining the Arabian Sea. “We need to embark upon measures to ensure that our water resources and reservoirs remain fresh and clean, otherwise our very survival would be at stake,” observed the committee.


The committee also recommended that the CNG buses and metro projects for big cities – especially Karachi – be pursued on a fast-track basis. It underlined the need to launch a crash programme for setting up industrial treatment plants in collaboration with city district governments and recommended matching grants for this purpose.

The committee directed the ministry of the environment to prepare a plan of action for preserving the mangrove forests, which act as fish hatcheries and breeding places of rare marine animals. “Our failure to do this would badly affect Pakistan’s exports of fish, shrimp etc,” apprehended the committee members.


The committee also recommended integration and streamlining of the procedure for issuance of fitness certificates to vehicles, especially buses and trucks, which have a major role in causing higher levels of harmful emissions. It stressed that the procedure must be foolproof and transparent, which should be documented properly.Earlier, the secretary, ministry of the environment, said that the ministry has worked out an improved system for motor vehicle fitness and emissions testing that would involve the examination of motor vehicles. The privately owned vehicles would also be checked under this system.


An ADP scheme – Vehicular Emission Control Programme – at a cost of Rs35.45 million, is being implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency, Sindh, for which staff has been appointed and equipment is under procurement.


Besides the chairman, the meeting was attended by Senators Shuja-ul-Mulk, Bibi Yasmeen Shah, Dr Abdul Khaliq Pirzada, Sardar Mohammad Jamal Khan Leghari, Maulana Rahat Hussain, Syed Mohammad Hussain and Farooq H. Naek.

(By Iftikhar A. Khan, Dawn-17, 14/03/2008)

Two die as bus hits motorbikes
KARACHI, March 13: Two people were killed and two others injured on Thursday when a fast-moving bus hit their motorcycles near Karsaz on Sharea Faisal, police and witnesses said.

[image: image9.jpg]The killer bus was set ablaze near
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The road remained choked up with traffic for over an hour as enraged people put the bus on fire following the accident at around 11am.


Witnesses said the UTS 12 route bus, travelling from Merewether Tower to Khokhrapar, went out of the control of the driver due to over-speeding and ran over the motorcycles, crushing their riders. The dead and injured were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the dead were identified as Mohammed Umer, 26, and Ijaz Ahmed Khan, 32, and the injured as Sakhawat and Sarwar.


Hospital sources said both bodies were badly mutilated. They said one of the victims was unrecognizable as his face had been disfigured.


Family sources said victim Umer, resident of Green Town, was a medical representative with a pharmaceutical company.


His cousin, Mohammed Zahid, who lodged a case against the bus driver, told Dawn that the victim was the eldest among four siblings and the only bread-winner of his family as his father was jobless. The police said victim Ijaz Ahmed was a resident of Saudabad, Malir. They said he was an employee of the Income Tax department. They said Ijaz was fatally wounded in the accident and he died in the hospital.

Sources said the two injured were discharged from the hospital after initial treatment.


Witnesses said the bus driver leapt out of the vehicle and ran away as it finally stopped after crushing the bikers. A few passengers did run after the fleeing driver, but he crossed the road and disappeared. They said the dead and injured were shifted to the hospital in private vehicles, and the police reached the spot after the mob had torched the bus.


Fire brigade sources said the bus was partially burnt in the fire. Sharea Faisal police said efforts were being made to track down the driver. They said the driver was still unidentified and police were trying to locate the bus owners.

(Dawn-17, 14/03/2008)

Recklessly-driven UTS bus claims two lives

An incident of Reckless driving claimed the lives of two young men on Thursday. The bereaved families have no clue who among the state authorities would announce compensation for them and when this would be.

A case was reported at the Sharea Faisal police station. The eyewitnesses claimed that the incident occurred due to the negligence of the traffic police officials. This is a troubling allegation in the backdrop of a big rise in road accidents this month - the last incident coming as recently as Tuesday the 11th of March, in which a speeding truck killed two people.


On Thursday, Mohammed Umer, 25, an employee of a Pharmaceutical Company, was crushed by a UTS bus on the main Sharea Faisal near a Caltex petrol pump. While another motorcyclist, Ijaz, who was working with the Income Tax Department was also killed by the same vehicle (JB-0701). The bus was speeding - ostensibly racing with another bus - when it lost control. Two others were injured in the incident. 


The driver and conductor of the killer bus escaped, while the people present at the scene immediately shifted the victims Ijaz, Sakhawat and Imtiaz to a hospital, while deceased Umer remained pressed under the wheels of the bus. Umer’s body was later extracted from under the wheels of the bus and shifted to the hospital. 


The public torched the UTS bus, following which the police arrived after 15 to 20 minutes. They called for fire tenders to extinguish the ablaze bus. Later, the bus was shifted to a safer place. The Sharea Faisal police registered an FIR against the driver of the UTS bus who was still at large on complaint of deceased Umer’s cousin, Mohammed Zahid. 


Zahid questioned who will take action against such recklessly-driven buses and coaches and blamed traffic officials, who refuse to Challan these buses, for the incident. Due to their negligence, he said, his cousin died in the accident. 

He added that deceased Umer was his first cousin and the resident of Green Town and was the eldest in the family. The deceased leaves behind his mother retired father and two teenage brothers. The deceased was unmarried and the sole bread winner of the family. Uptil now, the police have failed to arrest the absconding driver of the killer vehicle.

(The News-14, 14/03/2008)

NHA blames mill for bridge collapse

KARACHI: Paracha Textile Mills has been blamed for the collapse of the portion of the Karachi Northern Bypass at Shershah in a counter affidavit (CA) filed by the bypass’ project director in court. The matter came up before a division bench of the Sindh High Court (SHC) comprising Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan on Thursday. The petitioner (Paracha Textile Mills) cannot be absolved “of its implied responsibility and is liable to heavy damages for causing a heavy loss to national property and human lives,” said the CA filed by the National Highway Authority. The petitioner created restrictions at the time of the construction of the Northern Bypass and after special efforts by the federal and provincial governments, the bridge was constructed with a very high camber and uneven distribution, ultimately resulting in its collapse, causing the loss of lives, the NHA stated in its reply to the petition by Paracha Textile Mills. The petition challenges the request for more of its land for the reconstruction project to fix the fault. The petitioner has not come with clean hands as the land was allotted for the establishment of textile mills but a ghee mill was constructed instead, the NHA submitted, adding that the petitioner intended to delay the reconstruction of the collapsed section of the bridge. The bridge was redesigned to make it safe by minimizing the camber and curvature, it said maintaining that under the National Highways Strategic Control Rules 1998, amended 2002, the NHA’s impugned notification to acquire more land from the petitioner was lawful and in national interest. On a request by the petitioner to go through the NHA reply, the bench put off the hearing till April 3.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/03/2008)

PMIC told to disclose report on Shershah Bridge collapse


ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Committee on Communications demanded on Thursday that the Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission (PMIC) make public an inquiry report on the collapse of Shershah Bridge in Karachi.
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The committee made this demand during a meeting held at Parliament House under tghe chairmanship of Senator Kamil Ali Agha. It demanded that the findings of the PMIC, which had investigated the collapse of the bridge, be made public.


Senator Ismail Buledi told Daily Times that officials of the Communications Ministry had told the committee that the inquiry report had not yet been finalised.

“I protested in the meeting over the delay in te finalisation of the report. It should be made public as soon as possible. The nation should know how the bridge, built with billions of rupees, collapsed within one month of its opening,” he said.

He said the Senate body had expressed dissatisfaction over poor quality repair work on Makran Coastal Highway, which was badly damaged due to flash floods last year. 


The committee, he said, had directed the National Highway Authority (NHA) to carry out a detailed study on the damage caused by floods so that a comprehensive plan could be made to remove structural flaws in roads.

“I also asked the committee chairman to form a sub-committee to probe the matter, but my request has been turned down,” Buledi said. 


Earlier, Communications Ministry Secretary Sajid Chattha briefed the committee on the damage caused to Gawadar-Karachi Coastal Highway and the progress of the inquiry on the collapse of Shershah Bridge.

Besides Chairman Kamil Ali Agha and Buledi, the meeting was attended by Naseer Mengal; Naeem Hussain Chattha; Abdul Ghaffar Qureshi; Nawab Muhammad Ayaz Khan Jogezai; and Liaqat Ali Bangulzai.


Environment: Separately, the Senate Standing Committee on the Environment also held a meeting and expressed concern over increasing environmental pollution.


Presided over by Muhammad Ali Brohi, the committee held growing industrial and vehicular traffic pollution, which it said was a threat to the environment, water resources and human health.

The committee recommended that projects to introduce CNG busses in big cities, especially Karachi, should be speeded up. It called for the establishment of industrial waste treatment plants with the cooperation of city district governments.

The committee recommended streamlining of procedures for the issue of fitness certificates to vehicles, especially buses and trucks, which are a major source of pollution.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/03/2008)

Police told to help CDGK with bus terminal squatters


KARACHI: The Sindh High Court has ordered the Sindh Home Secretary to help the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) remove squatters on land meant for bus terminals along with Super Highway. 


Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Arshad Noor Khan were hearing a petition filed by a number of transporters who operate intercity buses from Manghopir and SITE, including Haji Malik, Akbar Khan, Mian Jan Sher and Shamsul Akbar. They made the Home Secretary, CDGK, DIG Karachi, SITE Association, SITE Town Nazim, Nazim UC 5 and Road Transport Authority (RTA) respondents.

They said that they were being dislocated from their place of business and on July 20, 2006, a heavy contingent of police encircled their offices, bus stages and pickup points and asked them to move out. When the petition came up for hearing Thursday, District Coordination Officer (DCO) Muhammad Hanif appeared before the court on a notice and filed a written statement.

The bench perused the statement narrating the effort of the city government so far to remove the encroachments from the land reserved for an intercity bus terminal at Betti Amri off the Super Highway.

The bench noted in an order that according to the DCO’s statement “the situation prevailing at the site is of such a nature that the provincial government as well as the relevant law enforcing agencies need to provide full support to him to efficiently remove the encroachments from the disputed land/plot”. 

The bench also ordered for a copy of the statement to be sent to the Home Secretary and directed that he should “provide all legal assistance to the DCO so that illegal encroachment as stated by the DCO may be removed as early as possible”. The bench put off the proceedings for a later date.

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/03/2008)

Second revision in a month

Petrol price increased by over Rs4
ISLAMABAD, March 15: The caretaker government on Saturday announced a second consecutive increase in prices of petroleum products in one month, drawing immediate criticism from opposition parties.


Prices of petrol were raised by Rs4.11 per litre, of HOBC by Rs4.89, kerosene oil by Rs2.71 and light diesel oil by Rs2.52 to be applicable for next 15 days.


What is described by political parties and the general public as a “departing cake” from the caretaker government, higher fuel prices would cause a rise in inflation and affect economic growth.


Analysts said that an immediate impact would be witnessed in the shape of substantial increase in transport fares and prices of food items which would ultimately hit poor people.


After the announcement of new prices by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra), the price of petrol will go up to Rs62.81 per litre from Rs58.70, diesel from 36.07 to Rs38.59, kerosene oil from Rs38.73 to Rs41.44 and HOBC to Rs74.77 from Rs69.88.


According to Ogra, the government would still provide a subsidy of Rs18.05 pre litre on kerosene oil and Rs16.02 on diesel after the increase. The cumulative price differential for the fortnight will be about Rs10.5 billion which the government will bear as subsidy.


The hike in petroleum prices was likely after a constant increase in oil prices which hit $105 per barrel in the international market during the last fortnight. The impact could have been minimal for consumers if the former PML-Q government had passed on the increase periodically.


The higher-than-expected increase would also push the country’s import bill to around $40 billion, the highest ever, by the end of June 2008. The import bill of oil is also expected to reach $15 billion.


Economic Adviser to the Finance Ministry Dr Ashfaq Hassan Khan told Dawn that a constant increase in the international market had forced the government to pass on a partial increase to consumers.

He said the government had already taken a hit of Rs80 billion for not passing the increase in oil prices which had been frozen since July 1, 2007, till February 29, 2008.


Mr Khan said the government would still be providing Rs15 billion in subsidies per month after the hike.

The government in the last budget had projected that oil prices in the international market would touch $69 per barrel which actually rose to a record $92 per barrel.


According to statistics of the finance ministry, subsidies to be doled out on account of oil prices would be around Rs130 billion by the end of June 2008. The average subsidy on oil was Rs10 billion during July-Feb 2007-08. It has now increased to an average Rs15 billion in March-June 2007-08.

(By Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn-1, 16/03/2008)

Buses and rickshaws and cabs, oh my!
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Irshad Bukhari serves as President for Karachi Transport Ittehad(KTI). An alliance of transport associations in 1990, KTI serves as a platform to resolve issues of transporters in Karachi. With Irshad Bukhari as it's first and only president ever, KTI is also transporters' face for the authorities.

Born in Abbottabad in 1942, Irshad Bukhari moved to Karachi while he was in fifth grade. After having graduated from Islamia College Karachi, Irshad opted for his family business of transport instead of pursuing studies. He became a part of Karachi Bus Owner Association in 1978. Experienced in the transport business as well as transporters leadership for three decades, Irshad Bukhari has an educated insight in to traffic and transporters' issues in Karachi.

  

Kolachi: Why did you opt to enter the transporting business?

Irshad: It was my family business. My family owned 10 buses when I decided to opt for this profession in the early '70s. Only big buses would ply on roads in those days and thus it was a very profitable business. A lot of educated people from varying ethnic backgrounds were in the business so I had no ego-related or financial reasons to back off from my family business. 

Kolachi: Is this business still profitable?

Irshad: Not at all! Back in '70s the city used to be peaceful. There were no strikes and burning of vehicles then. Diesel was less expensive and therefore profits were high. Now it's not only difficult driving on Karachi roads because of frequent strikes and riots but it is not very profitable either. On the one hand vehicles worth hundreds of thousands are burnt to ashes in minutes and there isn't any compensation offered by the government. On the other hand, as compared to the hike in diesel prices, bus fares remain very low. As a matter of fact, last time we raised bus fares was in 2005. However there has been a raise of 12 rupees per liter in oil prices. And even then we are blamed of charging high fares, which is unjust

 

Kolachi: How do you compare this business in Karachi to other cities in Pakistan?

Irshad: Its very difficult being a transporter in Karachi. For instance if we compare it to Lahore, bus drivers there charge a fare of 12 rupees per 20 kilometers, which is profitable for them as compared to transporters in Karachi who charge just seven rupees. They feel secure while driving for there is no law and order problem there. Also they have a majority of people belonging to the same ethnicity, so transporters do not feel threatened. In Karachi, political anger is vented on transportation. Since we have people belonging to various ethnicities living here, transporters are affected if there is ethnic conflict.

 

Kolachi: How many public transport vehicles are there in Karachi?

Irshad: There are almost more than a hundred thousand public vehicles plying on roads with 3500 big buses, 8000 mini-buses, 7000 coaches 25000 black taxis, 55000 rikshaws and 30000 yellow cabs.  The city still needs a lot of public transport, especially big buses. We need at least 10,000 more big buses. The city Nazim Mustafa Kamal has promised help in this regard and we laud his efforts.

 

Kolachi: Why do transporters board male passenger on bus-roofs and in women compartments?

Irshad: We never force people to sit on roofs. Actually there are not a lot of buses to cater to every one in the city. That's why commuters too do not mind boarding bus-roofs. Then the bus drivers themselves too tend to be greedy and board male passengers in to women's compartment where these men are equally responsible for they don't consider women's respect and barge into their compartments.

 

Kolachi: What are the issues of transporters on roads?

Irshad: Strikes, riots, challans, broken roads, irritating passengers and bribery are some of the major issues transporters face on Karachi roads. Bribery to police is a major problem but the low pay of constables is a factor that leads them to ask for bribery. 

 

Kolachi: how can transporters' issues in Karachi be resolved?

Irshad: I think there should be a neutral body to resolve such issues. A centralized metropolitan transport authority having representatives from Police, traffic authorities, transporters and headed by some representative from city government with an authority to resolve issues of excise, permit etc. might be helpful.

 

Kolachi: Why is it that Pathans dominate the industry?

Irshad: In the early '70s, the transport business had people from almost all ethnicities including Memon, Punjabi, Mohajir etc. But it was not a difficult business back then. Now with mini-buses and coaches plying on roads, it has become hard work.  The owner himself has to drive the bus, sometimes work as a conductor and collect fare or even serve as a mechanic to save money. Now one needs to work up to 16 hours a day to earn a decent amount. Pakhtuns being strong and extremely hardworking easily survive all of this. Also, this profession is not considered respectable or for the educated anymore. That is the reason people do not opt for it. I myself did not encourage my children for this business and they now serve as software engineers and at other high positions in multi-national corporations.

 

Irshad Bukhari says that earlier there were a lot of incidents of forceful seizure of vehicles by political parties before and during their processions. However, he admits, that with the present government there has been a decline in such incidents. Irshad further says that while sitting among Pakhtun transporters, he always tells them that they are indebted to native Karachiites for they taught migrant ethnicities the modern culture, way of dressing and food. Graciously accepting others and allowing them to adapt as well, such is Karachi's character.

(By Sabeen Jamil, The News-44 Kolachi, 16/03/2008)

Speeding coach strikes again

A motorcyclist was crushed to death and his friend critically wounded by a speeding coach in the limits of Sohrab Goth police limits.


The police said that a Shalimar coach (P-0785) coming from Nawabshah, hit the motorbike (KDL-4082) after its driver lost control over steering wheel. The vehicle ran over the motorcycle riders, leaving one of them dead on the spot and seriously injuring the other. The body and the injured were rushed to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. The deceased and victim could not be identified as no document or anything else was found from their possession, police said, adding that the bus was impounded.


SHOT DEAD: An estate agent, Shahbaz, was shot dead within the Gulistan-e-Jauhar police limits. 

Shahbaz 35, was sitting at a barbershop in Pehlwan Goth, when four armed men riding a motorcycle came and sprayed bullets on him and fled. He died on the spot. He leaves behind a widow and two children. A case was reported on the complaint of the deceased’s brother.

(The News-13, 16/03/2008)

Lea Market terminus troubles area people
KARACHI, March 16: The upcountry transporters continue to operate their booking offices set up on encroached land in Lea Market area and ply large inter-city buses despite the alternative terminus provided to them by the city government at Moach and Yousaf goths.


A survey shows that Lea Market, once a trading and shopping centre, has been virtually converted into a bus terminus. Transporters have occupied the commercial area.


Flouting all municipal and traffic laws, the upcountry transporters run booking offices on footpaths and park buses on the main road.


The terminus has been causing hardships and inconvenience to pedestrians and commuters. Area people complain that despite their frequent hue and cry the authorities did not act to improve the situation which turns horrible at the rush hours.


A complete chaos is witnessed during the peak hours of morning and evening as transporters park buses in the middle of roads for booking purposes. It is even difficult to walk on footpaths in the area during the peak hours.

Local buses and minibuses plying from Landhi, Malir, Quaidabad, Gadap and Korangi terminate their journey here. All these buses are parked on the roadside, which is one of the main reasons of traffic congestion in the area.


Inter-city buses from the interior of Sindh, including Thatta, Sujawal, Badin, Sehwan, also arrive here.

These buses are, however, generally parked in a small open plot in the area.

From various cities of Balochistan and the NWFP, including Hub, Lasbela, Khuzdar, Turbat, Peshawar, Quetta and Gwadar, inter-city buses terminate their journey at the illegal bus terminus of Lea Market area.

During the past decade the number of these buses has increased manifolds as a large number of workers come here for their onward journey to Hub and Bela.


Mostly upcountry transporters park around the intersection of Lea Market, Sheedi Village Road, Chawkiwara Road and Haat Chowk. Though the city government had provided an alternative terminus to upcountry transporters, they continue their business as usual in the area.

(Dawn-14, 17/03/2008)

CDGK’s Clifton Parking Plaza: more shops, less space

The decision by the City Government to set up a parking plaza in place of a parking plot in the main Clifton area has raised many questions about the motives behind this project, area stakeholders told The News. Under the plan proposed by the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, a parking plaza will be built opposite the Sasi shopping area in place of the open space that has existed for two decades now. However, people have alleged that there will be more shops than parking places in that plaza. 


The CDGK plans to construct several parking plazas in the city to ease congestion on the roads and bring relief to motorists who want to park in safe and secure areas. The one to be constructed in Clifton Block-7 near Kehkashan Scheme-5 (Schon Circle) is part of this ambitious scheme of the CDGK. However, no input has been taken from area stakeholders about whether they are in favour of such a plaza or not. 


Ironically, shopkeeper associations of businesses already operating around the chosen plot have shown serious reservations about the project. These associations include Uzma Arcade, Falcon Arcade, Sasi Arcade, Marine Pride Arcade and Quality Arcade. They say that the project has less to do with easing parking problems and more to do with building more shops. Shopkeepers have said that not only will open space be compromised, resulting in increased congestion in the locality, but also more shops would be faced with financial losses.


Officials say that the plot was not meant for the construction of any multi-storey building under the original city plan. However, this is now being changed under the guise of a parking plaza, which is in fact a collection of shops. “It is easier to replace a parking plot with a parking plaza. Fewer eyebrows are raised,” commented one official.


Shopkeepers say that there is no need for building such a parking plaza here. “There are already five huge parking places nearby this location. They should build it near Teen Talwar next to the Gulf Shopping Centre which is congested and requires some proper parking arrangement.” Instead, the CDGK has focused on this area.


Officials told The News that this is not the first time different quarters have tried to take over the open space. However, the rules of the now defunct Karachi Development Authority regarding the use of this particular plot were so strict that no government could use it in this way. However, this time, the City Government is all set to make history by building on yet another open space in the name of development. “We did not even demand a parking plaza,” remarked one shopkeeper.


A representative of Sasi Arcade, Major Jawaid Iqbal, told The News that this project was a “totally commercial project” for which the land has been acquired in the name of solving parking problems. 

“Firstly, there is no parking problem at this location at all and second, the land was not meant for a multi-storey building. If constructed, this would not serve the purpose but increase the problems instead. Additionally, this project will adversely affect the location of all shops situated in the aforementioned buildings (arcades) as the front view will be totally blocked and the value of the place would decrease. Customers, too, will face hardship in locating the shops,” said Iqbal, adding that, “There is a strong rumour that some people are also trying to convince the CDGK to construct shops on the main road and on the sides, which is contrary to the law.”


Iqbal said that the plan was to build a ground-plus-four building with new shops numbering in the hundreds on the ground floor on all four sides of the building. He added that the CDGK would then hand over the building to the concerned people on Built Operate Transfer (BoT) basis. 


Given the number of shops being built in the parking plaza, some observers say that the parking facility would be utilized by those occupying the shops and the offices in the plaza itself. This, they say, would defeat the purpose of building this plaza. 


Shopkeepers point out that there are five other parking places each having the capacity to serve 800 to 1,000 vehicles close to this area and that is why they do not need a parking plaza in the first place. 

“If they are really willing to serve the parking purpose and ease off traffic congestion from the road, they should not build this plaza here since it is not needed. And if they are still willing, they should construct basement plus ground floor, without any shops, to meet the parking requirement only,” said one shopkeeper. 


Asked if they talked to the authorities concerned over this issue, Iqbal said, “We have submitted our application to the president of Pakistan, governor Sindh, chief minister Sindh and city Nazim Karachi in December 2006 but the CDGK is keen on building the plaza and their contractors have already started the work and restricted shop keepers from parking their vehicles on the plot.”

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 17/03/2008)

City’s increasing motorcycle population taking over the streets... and the law

If Karachi’s public transport in private hands is a disease, then annually around 100,000 dwellers have been discovering therapy in motorcycles, which have become the vanguard of vehicular flow at almost every traffic light in the city. 

For a majority of the middle-class, the motorcycle has now become a liberating idea, which is seen mushrooming in the midst of official failure in reviving Karachi Circular Railways and allied bus service and adding more misery to the city’s traffic blues. 


Over 2.3 million Karachiites ride two-wheelers. “When you can’t reach the office in time and go home straight away after the night shift, the second thought that you will have is to go get a two-wheeler,” comments a motorcycle assembler. “Chinese manufacturers have further lowered the prices to match the desire.” 


Pakistan’s motorcycle industry produced 751,667 motorcycles in fiscal year 2005-2006. Of this total production, 451,949 two-wheelers were produced by three Japanese manufacturers, whereas 299,718 units were produced by over three dozen Chinese manufacturers. 

This development has made motorcycle an affordable means of transport to a majority of the middle-class. Chinese motorcycles are Rs15,000 less expensive as compared to their Japanese counterparts. They are also available on easy installments. 


And when the traffic police are clueless about the ideal ratio between number of private cars and motorcycles, auto financing has its own spin on the city. This has not only added a dreadful rush of vehicular traffic, but made traffic management and engineering a daunting task. 

“Gone are the days when buying a genuine Japanese 70 CC motorcycle for Rs70,000 was a lifetime achievement,” motorcycle dealer Asif Ansari informs. “One can kick start a Chinese assembled two-wheeler after a Rs5,000 down payment. This has increased the motorcycles’ affordability manifold.”


A dysfunctional public transport system has given birth to an unstoppable surge in two-wheelers becoming an ideal choice for employed men. Bleeding through the haphazard vehicular flow within metropolitan limits, the motorcyclists are also the city’s most frequent traffic violators. 

“As it was requirement of my job to have my own means of transport, I got a Chinese assembled motorcycle at Rs5000 down payment,” says bank employee Majid Khokhar. “I ride about 50 kilometres a day. It is a tiresome task but good that I have a motorbike to accomplish it all.” 

Violating traffic rules is not as such specific to any particular vehicle however traffic cops believe that an overwhelming majority of violators are motorcyclists. According to Airport traffic police, seven out of 10 traffic reported violations are attributed to motorcyclists. 


In the midst of gridlocks, motorcyclists are the die-hard lot streaming through virtual eye-of-a-needle kind of space. A majority of citizens prefer two-wheelers for its ability to go on no matter what. “Since we are not well-equipped, therefore motorcyclists are stopped easily in case of flouting rules and not other high speed vehicles,” admits ASI of Traffic Police Shakoor. “They (motorcyclists) are the most vulnerable lot on the road and yet they prefer going recklessly.”


According to the traffic cops, jumping the red light is the most frequent offence motorcyclists commit, followed by over-speeding and changing lanes frequently. Spotting a run down two-wheeler loaded with three pillion riders is a usual sight in the city. 


According to traffic police constable Mohammad Azam, the motorcyclists also do not wear safety helmet, which is also required for pillion riders. “We see whole family of four to five kids riding a bike. We feel sorry for them because they’re exposed to any untoward eventuality.” 


Regardless of registration issues and riding old of the oldest motorcycles, majority of bikers don’t have a clue about the critical importance of having a live battery to keep both front and backlights on. 


Pakistan’s first cadaver organ donor in Karachi met with a near fatal accident in the night while riding his motorbike whose backlight was not working. Though he was breathing on a ventilator, his brain was declared irrevocably dead.

When his family decided to donate his kidneys and corneas, they also appealed to motorcyclists not to wear dark clothes while riding and ensure the lights of their two-wheelers are working, not necessarily to their utility but for others’ caution as well.


Mechanics say there are many issues involved with such a critical negligence on the part of motorcyclists. First is the battery, which needs constant care and timely replacement to go on with it. A majority don’t spend much on such important aspect of motorcycling.


“People simply want their motorbikes to look pretty but apparently they close their eyes to other aspects like battery and lights,” Mohammad Ayub, a Honda-certified mechanic in Malir, explains. “They jeopardise their own safety by ignoring such petty details.”


Most of the old bikes, brought to these mechanics, are in need of an overhauling but their owners appear least bothered to get the wiring of their motorbikes restored to light up the two bulbs all the way. “Mostly bikers come with complaints about smooth riding and not about other issues,” Ayub adds. 


Motorcycles are known for their resale value. Though cheaper Chinese models have somewhat diminished this concept but the two-wheelers in Pakistani context is considered ‘cash deposit’ as some of the manufacturers have been using this very phrase their advertising slogan. 


“Motorcycle is a disposable machine elsewhere but holding it dear like a prized commodity we have invented its resale value,” comments Sabir Shaikh of the Association of Pakistan Motorcycle Assemblers. “Motorcycles are registered in Japan for five to seven years, but here we see even a 30-year-old motorcycle out in the street.” 


According to motorcycle manufacturers, Pakistan is one of over a dozen motorcycle producing countries in the world and if 80 per cent import duty goes down, the two-wheelers will not only be less expensive but the manufacturers can go for exporting their brands. “We are aware of the problems that motorcyclists create but consider the given transport system who is playing its role to lessen the miseries of commoners,” Sabir Shaikh argues. “Upsurge in motorcyclists demand matching regulations and strict enforcement.” 


According to traffic police, for under-age youth motorcycling has become an obsession to rebel with and their outlawing attitude is quite bizarre. Most of the riders do not carry registration papers because they do not have driving licenses in the first place.


“First of all there are multiple users of one motorcycle in a family and circle of friends,” says a traffic police officer in Clifton. “It is impossible for all of them to carry papers whenever they ride. Secondly, they know that keeping papers means a definite ticket. They prefer greasing palms whenever caught for any reason.” 


Often motorcyclists are seen ganging up against cars when involved in traffic accidents.

“There is a real ‘we’ feeling. Motorcyclists are often victims left to bleed. We make sure that the hitting car is not escaping and the victim is taken care of,” Mohammad Adnan, a die-hard Honda-125 rider, explains. 

This may be true in case of hit-and-run kind of accidents on major arteries but inside a closed neighbourhood, riding bikes is a symbol of enjoying unlimited freedom even at the cost of encroaching upon others’. “This is the case when we go back to our neighbourhoods,” Adnan nods.

(By Asadullah, The News-20, 17/03/2008)

Kamal suspends transport officials

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal issued orders on Sunday to immediately suspend EDO Transport, Akhtar Abbas, DO Transport, Aamir Hussain, and DDO Transport, Saeed Akhtar, for negligence in duties.

The suspended officers of the Transport Department were also stripped of all perks while the other concerned officers of the department were issued show-cause notices.


Kamal paid a detailed visit to Signal Free Corridor-I during which he also inspected the construction work on the modern bus stops from Nazimabad to Karsaz.

During the inspection, he expressed serious displeasure and annoyance over the concerned officials, particularly the EDO, Transport Department, for assigning wrong spots for the setting-up of these bus stops and causing a delay in the completion of work on them.


The Nazim, while reprimanding the officials, said that any negligence or carelessness in public welfare work would not be tolerated and such officers would have to face the music.

He said that the bus stops were constructed entirely with investment from the private sector, and that the Transport Department had failed to guide them, which was tantamount to committing an act of criminal negligence.

Kamal said that the officers and staff of other departments of the city government would also have to face similar punishment if they are found responsible for such negligence.

(The News-13, 17/03/2008)

PR to gift land to CDGK for expressway

The federal government has granted permission for the construction of a 24-kilometre long and 25-metre wide expressway from Karachi City to Landhi Railway Station on railway land. Pakistan Railways (PR) will soon issue a no objection certificate (NOC) to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in this regard.

The project was earlier conceived as a highly controversial elevated expressway, called the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), which was to run above Sharea Faisal from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty).


Informed sources told The News that the caretaker prime minister approved the summary sent to him in this regard, while the Pakistan Railways has agreed to give its land to the CDGK for the purpose as a gift.

Now the expressway will run along the railway line instead of Sharea Faisal, however, it would be given elevation only where required.


According to sources, the CDGK is awaiting the NOC from Pakistan Railways following which the final agreement will be signed after re-evaluating the cost of the project with the Malaysian firm IJM Construction (PVt) Ltd.


The original cost of the project was US$400 million and it is likely to be reduced to around US$380 million. The IJM construction has established its office in Karachi and its chief executive used to make frequent visits from Malysia to monitor progress on the project.


The psyche behind the project was, and is, to ease the burden on Sharea Faisal, which is the main artery of the metropolis and carries a heavy volume of traffic from all over the city owing to its central interconnection at different points.


The Expressway, aside from providing a much-needed alternative route, thus easing traffic on the road, will also provide a faster route for commuters from the city centre to other points.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 17/03/2008)

ECNEC to decide fate of Elevated Expressway


KARACHI: The first meeting of the ECNEC (executive committee of the national economic council), which will be held after the formation of the new government, will decide whether the 24-kilometer Karachi Elevated Expressway would be built on Shahra-e-Faisal or along the right side of the railway tracks, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal told Daily Times.


He said that, earlier, the city government had planned to build the Karachi Elevated Expressway on Shahra-e-Faisal from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty), however, former railway secretary Shakeel Durrani had approached the city government and asked it to use the land along the railway track instead.

“The proposal was a good choice for not only the city government, but also for Pakistan Railways. It would help the city government save on costs while the railway authorities would save billions of rupees worth of property from encroachers,” he said.


Kamal mentioned that the railway authorities had asked the city government to remove the encroachments along the right side of the railway tracks from City Railway Station to Quaidabad Junction, and rehabilitate the encroachers on city government land. “We agreed with this, however, the secretary was transferred to Wapda and the project was abandoned for a while,” he said.


He said that President Pervez Musharraf, the former prime minister and other stakeholders had approved the project, and now the final approval will be given during the first ECNEC meeting. He added that the Malaysian firm has set up office in the city and has already started work. 


The Karachi Elevated Expressway project was awarded to Malaysian firm IJM Corporation, and it is to complete it at an estimated cost of 400 million dollars in two to three years. The firm will run the project for 20 years, collect toll tax, and then it will be handed over to the city government.


The 24-kilometer expressway consists of six proposed interchanges at Quaidabad, Star Gate, HIR (Karsaz) Road, Shahra-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole and Jinnah Bridge. 

It may also be mentioned that the city government signed the MoU (memorandum of understanding) with the Malaysian firm in March 2006 and the estimated cost at the time was 225 million dollars.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 17/03/2008)

Petrol price hike

Even as it prepares to make its exit from office, the caretaker setup has dished out a parting gift for people. In the second major increase in prices within a month, the price of petrol has been raised by just over Rs4 per litre. The prices of kerosene and diesel have also gone up, by over Rs2.50 each, with the overall rise averaging out at about 7 per cent. The increase in fuel prices will inevitably raise transport costs and consequently food prices, making the lives of already hard-pressed people still more miserable. Some analysts have forecast a double-figure inflation rate as a consequence of the latest decision.


Financial managers for the interim setup have stated the rise has come due to a global increase in oil prices. While this is of course true, it is also a fact that the failure of the previous PML-Q government to keep up with international fuel price increases has led to the second, drastic revision in rates within weeks. A gradual, spacing out of the hike over a number of months would have spared consumers the shock of so sudden an increase and so severe a strain on budgets. The PPP and the PML-N have already indicated they may turn to the Saudis to help out in the current crisis situation. Certainly, the country and its people need all the help they can get at this point to avoid plunging into further economic gloom and the social chaos that comes with this.

(The News-7, 18/03/2008)

Traffic police cause more problems than they solve

Traffic cops in Karachi may take pride in issuing 0.15 million traffic violation tickets to motorcyclists, costing them Rs7.5 million in last two months, for not wearing safety helmets alone, but such a strict drive to teach traffic violators a lesson seems taking the city’s chaotic traffic nowhere to sanity.


The frequency of traffic violations has risen considerably in the past couple of months, acknowledges a senior traffic police officer. Traffic discipline is really poor, with even four-wheelers seen jumping to red signals more often. “With the growing number of vehicles the traffic education is on the decline,” he adds. 


Poor traffic discipline in major parts of the city is primarily attributed to driver impatience while dealing with a slightest mess on the road. The hands on the steering- wheel of a car tend to whiz through the left lane of an artery more like the way usual suspects, the motorcyclists, do. 


According to traffic police officials, motorcyclists and commercial bus and tanker drivers get 60 per cent of traffic violation tickets or challans. “About 15 to 20 per cent car drivers violate traffic laws to deserve similar tickets,” says a senior police officer requesting anonymity. 


“Their (drivers) lack of traffic sense is simply because they learn driving on a trial and error basis rather than graduating from any motor training school,” he goes on. “A great majority of drivers are not aware of most of the rules and regulations involving traffic management.”


What do the driving or motor training schools teach? One school having its branch in Malir offers a 12-day course for Rs2,600. And like other driving schools, this one also operates from a shop with sliding shutters as its main door. Normally, female drivers learn the ropes there. 

“We teach car drivers how to control the steering while following the traffic rules,” explains the trainer. “You must make it clear that we don’t claim to enable you to acquire a full license. Rather we simply teach you how to drive safely on the road overcoming your worst fears.” 


Going by the book, anybody seeking a driving license is required to take a theory test which a must to pass before applying for practical test in order to obtain a full-fledged driving license. “One has to clear both tests to be eligible for having a proper driving license,” says a senior traffic cop, posted at Clifton.


The driving licensing authority asks every body seeking a driving license of any kind to be able to read a car’s registration plate from a distance of 20.5 metres. In practice, a great majority of license seekers apparently go for pre-learning, which after two years of safe driving entitles them to a full license. 


Once a candidate gets a learner’s permit or provisional license, he practices driving and learning the traffic code in the presence of an experienced driver. All such provisional license holders are required to display red-letter L on their vehicle. “We issue a provisional license to the candidate who has passed the test,” explains SI Zaheeruddin of traffic police. “One year of driving experience on a provisional license without crossing traffic violation limit the driver is automatically earns a full license.”


But the traffic cops acknowledge a flawed system which lacks room to keep track of a driver’s folly on the road. “You see traffic police imposing fines on drivers violating the laws by issuing tickets on the spot, but they don’t have any system to record every traffic violation the drivers commit,” says a senior officer. 


On most occasions, the traffic police’s drive to emphasise traffic rules by observing strict adherence to the Motor Vehicle Ordinance of 1965 and Rules of 1969 simply means an exercise to generate legitimate revenue for the department. “We have a penalty point system but it’s hard to implement this in letter and spirit.” 


Now traffic violators are handed down penalty scoring tickets, with an advice to deposit in bank the sum of the fine they are charged with. “We keep either their registration book or license which we return after seeing a bank receipt of payment,” says the same senior cop. 


The penalty that each traffic violation ticket brings to the driver ranges between Rs50 to 500. For not wearing safety helmet, a motorcyclist is destined for a fine of Rs50 whereas the drivers using mobile phone while driving will have to pay Rs500 if they are spotted and incepted by traffic cops. 

By and large the traffic police operate from dawn till dusk unless they’re engaged in VIP duty at odd hours. Their day-time duty is by and large fair in the sense that their white uniforms get dirty performing Herculean task of manually controlling traffic. 


Some traffic spots or signals are infamous among motorists not for traffic jams as such but for unscrupulous men in white who simply want the violators to grease their palms instead of handing down a traffic violation ticket. Commercial vehicles are their prime target. 


A Metro Bus driver acknowledged giving Rs30 to the traffic police at Nursery bus stop for the apparent unlawful stopping and picking up of commuters. Similarly after sunset, the traffic cops with their bikes stand leisurely outside the Iranian Cafe in Saddar to nab any apparent violator. 


Their prime target is especially the poor bikers, who take a left turn when the red light is on. Their concern is not to ensure a smooth flow of traffic in nightmarish neighbourhood of Saddar in the evening, they’re rather off duty. “They prefer putting their pride in their pockets,” quips a bystander outside the cafe.

(By Asadullah, The News-20, 18/03/2008)

Protest against fuel price hikes

Transporters’ strike today

The public transporters’ body, the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) as well as other transporters’ associations operating have announced observance of a complete strike today (Tuesday) in Karachi against what they termed as “unprecedented and cruel” increase in petroleum prices, twice within the current month.

However, they made it clear that their strike was only aimed at pressurising the government to revise the petroleum prices downwards and not to increase public transport fares as people could not afford any increase in public transport fares these days.


Speaking to The News, KTI Chairman Irshad Hussain Bukhari said the decision to observe a one-day strike was taken at a meeting with public transport owners and other transport associations’ representatives with him in the chair and they all decided to observe strike on Tuesday against the twice-increase in POL prices in the current month. “We are aware of the economic conditions of masses as well and that’s why we don’t want to demand any increase in transport fares. Our only demand is restoration of petroleum prices as they were prior to March 1, 2008,” he said.


According to him, rickshaws and taxis were exempted from Tuesday’s strike as their inclusion in the strike could create immense problems for people without vehicles in reaching hospitals and moving about in the city in case of emergency. Bukhari said if their demands regarding immediate decrease in POL prices were not met within a week, they were planning to meet again and announce strike for an unspecified period in the city.

“All other transport associations, including the Sindh Bus Owners Association, Tankers’ Association, Goods Carriers’ Association, UTS Buses Association and even the inter-city bus owners’ association have supported our strike call,” he claimed.


Bukhari said the government should continue provision of subsidy on petroleum products to keep the wheels moving on the roads otherwise, it would become hard for transporters as well as masses to move about in motor vehicles.

“We demand government to provide subsidy on petroleum products and allow transporters to import diesel without any taxes or duties,” he demanded, adding that they had pinned hopes from the new parliament to pay heed to their grievances.


To a query, he said some fake transport associations were announcing to increase fares unilaterally from March 20 and warned them to refrain from using illegal tactics and blackmailing masses in the garb of increase in POL products prices. “Nobody can receive enhanced fares unless we and the authorities agree on that and work out some formula in this regard. Currently, we have no plans to increase transport fares,” he added.

He, however, admitted that if petroleum prices were not lowered and were increased further, they would have no other option left except for increasing transport fares.


Various political and welfare organisations voiced a mixed response to the transporters’ strike call, saying that with twice-increase in diesel prices, there was no option left for them but to increase fares or call for decrease in POL products prices.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 18/03/2008)

Stage set for hike in transport fares

The Sindh Government will issue a notification on Wednesday (today) for increasing public transport fare, after a final nod is received from the interim chief minister, a senior Sindh government official told The News on Tuesday. 


During a meeting on March 6 with the Sindh transport minister, representatives of transport associations have submitted their recommendation of a Rs3-increase in the fares of coaches and buses, Sindh Transport Secretary Rasool Bax Phulpoto said.


“After diesel prices were increased for the second time this month, transporters added a rupee to their original demand,” he said, adding that subsequently the department had forwarded its recommendation to the chief minister who will take the final decision. 


Phulpoto said that the transport department’s proposal was made keeping in view the concerns of the public regarding rising inflation. He however did not disclose the amount specified in the official recommendation and said that fares were increased by a rupee back in 2005.

He said that the Sindh government and transporters associations had not agreed to a specific mechanism to determine travel fares. 


Meanwhile, the government’s decision to announce the increase in fares a day after transporters observed a citywide strike indicates that the former has succumbed to pressure of the latter. This could set a dangerous precedent, a social activist said. 


“Considering the poor state of our public transport, the government should not allow any increase in traveling fare,” Consumers Association of Pakistan (CAP) chairman, Kokab Iqbal, said, adding that before increasing travel fares, the government should force transporters to increase the number of vehicles on the roads and also make them improve the condition of their buses. 


The government should subsidize the price of diesel used in buses because “this is the mode of travel used by the poorest section of our society,” he said.

(By Saad Hasan, The News-13, 19/03/2008)

CNG buses destined to be confined to port

Due to hurdles from bureaucrats and private bus manufacturers, the 15 CNG buses, it seems, will never ever leave the port where they currently stand.


The Central Board of Revenue (CBR) has asked the proprietor of these CNG buses to pay a ‘total duty’, demurrage and penalty, which comes to an estimated Rs225 million.

Despite efforts by the City Nazim Mustafa Kamal to have these CNG buses released, he too remains helpless, the owner of the buses told The News.


The proprietor, talking to The News, said that, after hectic efforts, the government had agreed to release the CNG buses with 30 per cent penalty (Rs20m), Rs35m as demurrage and Rs9m as duty.

He said that these officials were negating the policy of President Pervez Musharraf that CNG buses be used as much as possible and that they should be encouraged at every level.

He was of the view that, given the skyrocketing prices of fuel, one can never think of bringing these buses to Karachi.

The condition of the CNG buses at the port is deteriorating day by day. They have stood there for over seven months now. 

He said that, despite that a certificate has been submitted to CBR that these buses are not from India, these officials still insist that the vehicles are indeed from Pakistan’s eastern neighbour, and thus cannot be imported into the country.


The final letter sent to the CDGK by the Prime Minister’s House stated that the Economic Coordination Committee of the cabinet considered the summary submitted by the Federal Board of Revenue on the “Import of CNG buses of Indian Origin” and said that the subject 15 buses, on a one-time authorisation of the Ministry of Commerce, may be released on payment of the leviable duty and taxes in addition to the redemption fine equal to 30 per cent of their C & F value.

The authorisation will be subject to the condition that the importer undertakes not to import such buses in future, it said.

However, the proprietor stuck to his stand that the CNG buses are assembled in Dubai and are not of Indian origin and that only the CNG kit was from India.

(The News-14, 20/03/2008)

NTI announces raise... KTI says it will wait...

The National Transport Ittehad (NTI), a “non-representative” body of transporters has announced to increase public transport fares unilaterally from Thursday, March 2, while another body, the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), has clarified that transporters had no plans to charge enhanced fares till the government announcement in this regard.


The Sindh Transport Department refused to recognise the National Transport Ittehad (NTI) as a transporters’ representative organisation, saying that they were only aware of Irshad Bukhari of KTI, who was the genuine representative of transporters and that negotiations were under way with him over the increase in transport fares.

Meanwhile, the KTI Chairman as well as Sindh Secretary Transport Rasool Bux Phulphoto said they had not yet reached any agreement with transporters over the increase in public transport fares and so, till issuance of any formal notification by them, transporters would charge regular fares.


Fuel prices have gone up twice in the current month and, citing this increase, transporters are demanding of the authorities to increase public transport fares. 


On the other hand, various social organisations and NGOs have warned the government against following transporters demands without consulting the masses.


Speaking to The News, the Secretary, Transport, Sindh, Rasool Bux Phulphoto, said that after the first increase in fuel prices, their department had sought permission from the high-ups for an increase in the transport fares and they were about to issue a notification when fuel prices were raised again. “Currently, we have sought time from them to look into the matter,” he said adding that there was no chance of issuance of any notification before next week.


Sindh Secretary Transport said that KTI and its Chairman Irshad Bukhari was the genuine representative of the city transporters and their department used to talk to him on transporters issues including fixation of public transport fares.

KTI Chairman Irshad Bukhari when contacted said, “I appeal to the people and commuters to remain calm and peaceful as transporters will just charge the existing fares unless the government issues any notification for new fares” he added.


When asked what should people do if somebody demands extra, he said that a majority of transporters were bound to listen to their leaders and nobody could receive extra money from commuters without issuance of notification by the government. He as well as Secretary Transport refused to recognize Saleem Bangash, the Chairman of NTI and said that they were not aware of any such person or the organisation.

However, a press release of NTI Karachi issued on Wednesday said that transporters will charge three rupees extra from Thursday, March 20, in addition to existing transport fares, saying that, after increase in fuel prices twice in current month, they had no option left.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 20/03/2008)

Traffic police get five patrolling cars

The Traffic Department has been sanctioned five new “patrol cars” to check traffic violations in the city. DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Khan Durrani had initially requested for 10 such vehicles to operate on the pattern of Motorway Police. However, Provincial Police Officer Sindh Azhar Ali Farooqi has sanctioned five vehicles for the time being.

In this connection, a squad has been constituted to implement traffic laws hitherto ignored, such as the enforcing of speed limits - especially on model roads - as well as the zebra crossing rule. 


Traffic sergeants would be checking to see if heavy and public transport vehicles are moving in their respective lanes as well as initiating action against over-loading of passengers in buses. Heavy vehicles plying on main arteries beyond their sanctioned hours would also be taken to task according to the plan. 


These newly-inducted patrol cars and the staff would be based in Police Lines and they would be operating in shifts. Each patrol car would be operated by one inspector, one head constable and one constable (driver). 


The staff will be selected and supervised by the DIG Traffic. The checking points will be communicated through the Central Control Room and the area SSP/DSP will keep a counter check on their performance. 

Their duty timing would be from 7.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. (1st shift) and 4.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. hours (2nd shift). Each shift would have to issue a minimum of 30 tickets per shift.


The ticket statements would be deposited by the shift incharge in a prescribed proforma to a Reader Inspector on a daily basis for onward submission to Range Office (Traffic Security Branch). These patrol cars would start functioning from March 20-21.

(The News-14, 21/03/2008)

Unsecured containers continue to ply city roads as police look other way

Imagine how gruesome it is for someone to die after being crushed by a falling container. This danger confronts thousands of commuters every day on Karachi’s roads owing to the practice of unsecured containers being transported across the city on trucks and trailers that themselves are usually in a poor state of maintenance. 


Hundreds of people in the city have been killed by these hazardous containers, but, so far, neither the police nor the provincial or city governments have come up with a plan to check this practice. 


Despite being involved in accidents which led to the deaths of over 150 people last year, heavy vehicles with unsecured containers continue to ply unchecked on major thoroughfares of Karachi and the traffic police turns a blind eye to them. 


Statistics show that just over two and half tickets per day were issued against this particular violation (containers without twist locks) in 2007. So far, there has been no one to confront those responsible for this criminal negligence. The absence of a proper twist lock mechanism means that containers can fall over if trucks are improperly driven. This is something that has happened with gruesome consequences in the past. 


According to the statistics released by the Capital City Police (Traffic), in 2007, trucks and trailers alone, including those with improperly secured containers, were involved in 181 accidents killing 150 people - a figure that has risen by 11 as compared to 2006 in which 139 people died in accidents by the same way.

Although traffic police booked 971 offenders last year for not having twist locks in all four corners of the vehicle, this number does not seem to be enough to frighten offenders who continue the practice fearlessly.


Heavy vehicles without properly securing containers can be observed on National Highway, Korangi Industrial Area Road, Sunset Boulevard, Mai Kolachi, Jinnah Bridge, Maripur and Northern Bypass. However, traffic sergeants are mostly seen bargaining with drivers of commercial vehicles for extortion money rather impounding their vehicles. 


Goods transporters claim that, after the orders of the Supreme Court on this matter, no shipping company or terminal operator would be allowed to dispatch a container if the same is not fixed with twist locks at four corners. However, they admit that there may be some vehicles, especially those operated by local goods carriers, which violate this rule. 


When contacted, Khalid Khan, former President of the Karachi Goods Carriers Association (KGCA) said, “All our containers are fixed properly and no container is dispatched unless fixed with twist locks. While those still plying without twist locks are local trailers.”

Khan added that they also had a meeting with DIG traffic Wajid Ali Khan Durrani and requested him not to give any concession to such vehicles. “If one still finds containers without twist locks they must be locally operating and this can be stopped if traffic police impound them instead of taking bribes to let them go unpunished,” he added.


Hundreds of heavy vehicles without twist locks attach containers to the trailer by simply tying the cargo with ropes. 

This is seen more in the case of small (20ft) containers. Hundreds of such trucks and trailers pass through major city roads but the police does not challenge them. This can perhaps be attributed to the ignorance of the police also who do not see this as a violation in some instances. In other cases, it has to do with corruption in the ranks. 


One cannot ignore the intricacies involved in securing containers. “Even a 0.5gm/cm2 loading error can cause the container to tilt by 30 degrees. Obviously, those tying containers with ropes certainly have no idea about this and neither do those people who load the containers,” said one expert. 


In 2007, the traffic police booked 2,647 drivers for plying their vehicles in unsafe condition and 19,415 drivers were booked for not having fitness certificates. Additionally, the police suspended the fitness certificates of 953 heavy transport vehicles till December 15, 2007. If one goes by these figures, one would be satisfied with the performance of traffic police. 

However, reality tells another story - that of negligence and corruption which allows these killer containers free passage on the city’s roads despite the dangers they pose. This is the tip of the iceberg, say observers. 

So far, it seems as if the police and the government keep on watching and waiting for another accident to happen.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 21/03/2008)

Is car sales boom receding?
A temporary two- month relief by way of withdrawal of 2.5 per cent withholding tax on auto business, announced on February 21, just three days after elections, is unlikely to stimulate the car-making industry.


Big auto makers with almost 60 per cent market share reported a 7.5 per cent drop in their profitability, from Rs2.3 billion in six months of last fiscal year to Rs2.1 billion, during July-December 2007. Auto sales fell to Rs47.8 billion from Rs49.6 billion, impacting on production. Growing lawlessness, deepening political crisis triggered by promulgation of emergency on November 3, rising international oil and domestic steel prices, stronger yen and other international currencies were attributed by the industry as having “ combined adverse effect on their business.”


‘’Like all industries, the auto industry too is increasingly coming under impact of a regressive tax structure, weakening rupee, domestic inflation and a host of other political, social and economic factors’’ a top auto tycoon observed. He attributed much of the problems of the industry to the foreign trade liberalisation that has been practiced with religious zeal in last eight years. ‘’We need to make investment, production and export the guiding principles of economy’’ he strongly pleaded.


Realising that auto industry is hard pressed and needs some relief, the authorities withdrew the 2.5 per cent withholding tax for two months with clear instructions to car assemblers that this benefit be passed on to their customers. Why the revenue authorities picked up only the auto assemblers for this relief and why only for two months and why not till the presentation of next budget.? These questions remained unanswered by the auto assemblers and the officials. But quite a few auto dealers believe that foreign investors in auto business were trying to convince government of withdrawing withholding tax for a much longer period.. ‘’It is merely a coincidence that withdrawal came after three days of elections’’, one of the dealer said. He hoped that auto sector will get full attention with all other businesses by the elected government at the time of framing of next budget and the relief will continue till then.


Auto business has witnessed boom since the year 2000 as interest rates came down to record lows and banks and leasing companies stepped up consumer financing.. ‘’From a little over 30,000 units’ production in 1995-96 car assembling went up to 160,500 units in 2005-06. Just in a matter of a decade, the car making went up by almost 430 per cent.


The boom years for the auto business were 2002-03, 2003-04 and 2004-05, car markers made big money and expanded capacities to meet the increasing demand on the back of consumer loans. In three to four years, industry representatives said more than Rs100 billion was invested in auto business. Of this investment, Rs52 billion was invested in the assembling plants, Rs35 billion in the ancillary industry and remaining in the development of sales outlets. Foreign investors, particularly the Japanese followed by Chinese came in a big way and Pakistan appeared on the global automobile business map.


Automobile tycoons were upbeat of their business till 2005-06 when many of them, it is said, planned Rs225 billion investment to push up annual car production to 500,000 by the year 2010-11. But by then, the consumer financing that had touched about 13 per cent of total lending, started showing signs of strains. The interest rates of banks started going on the back of inflationary pressures and fuel prices too increased. Finally, law and order started getting worse .All these factors led to gradual withdrawal of banks from lending for auto financing, accumulation of debt defaults and a drop in sales of cars.


‘’We have in hand a list of 3,000 vehicles given by six banks to impound as their borrowers have defaulted on payment of loan instalments’’ an official of one of the top recovery companies said. These companies have been mandated to locate all such mortgaged vehicles whose borrowers are defaulting on payment. The official disclosed that defaults on auto loans’ payment is mounting. Not only that the number of defaulters is increasing, there have been cases of cars purchased against banks’ loans that have been taken to Afghanistan. False reports of car snatching have been reported in police stations of remote areas.


There are no firm figures available for ‘’missing cars’’ or debt default amount but a conversation with a few bankers, officials of the recovery companies and car dealers reveal that at least 65,000 to 70,000 cars are being searched throughout the country and the amount of stuck- up auto loans is not less than Rs15 billion.The auto industry is facing hard days ahead.


Two wheelers have a big market in the developing countries but Pakistan is lagging far behind even the tiny country like Viet Nam. No doubt., in last five years--- 2001-02 to 2005-06 --- the production of motor cycles in Pakistan went up from 120,000 to 751,000. But then it still remains low when compared to China, India and Viet Nam.


A study carried out by the Competition Support Fund (CSF) reveals motor cycle production in China at 17 million units out of which 41 per cent or about seven million units are exported. Chinese motor cycles are present virtually in markets of every country .India produces 7.7 million units of which about seven per cent is exported. Thailand produces three million units and exports 28 per cent of its production. Viet Nam produced two million units and exports about five per cent of its production. Pakistan’s production is about 0.751 million units of which not even one per cent is exported.


Now, there is a proposal to expand production capacity to 1.7 million units in next four or five years which can generate almost half a million jobs, with a potential to export. But production costing remains a big challenge for the auto and for all sectors of industry.

(By Sabihuddin Ghausi, Dawn-Economics & Business Review, Page-1, 24/03/2008)

CDGK and police blame each other as hundreds die in traffic mishaps

As hundreds of people have died over the past six months in traffic accidents in the city, the traffic police department and the City Government are having a war of words over who is responsible for these daily tragedies. 


The CDGK has said that the traffic police is both inefficient and corrupt and is “under nobody’s control.” City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has proposed that the traffic police be given under the control of the CDGK for better management and more accountability. 

To this, DIG Traffic Wajid Durrani, has scoffed in the past. 

The traffic police says that the CDGK is to blame for traffic deaths. It says that more than 30 “black spots” and 40 traffic engineering “problem points” have been identified to the City Government in the past couple of months in the hope that these can be repaired but so far no action has been taken, officials have said. 


More than 100 people have been killed in the last six months after being run down by trucks, dumpers and buses, but the traffic police says that some of the blame must be shared by the city government as well which had not repaired roads and failed to fill up ditches and level portions of major roads with the result that motorists, especially motorcyclists, end up in accidents. 


A senior government surgeon told The News that at least two persons succumb to their injuries daily at government hospitals after following into death traps or being run down by rashly driven vehicles. In addition, about 15 to 20 persons are admitted with varying degrees of injuries, many of them serious. 


After motorcyclists, the next highest level of casualties are pedestrians who are hit by vehicular traffic, in many cases motorcycles and cars driven at rash speeds and sometimes without proper headlights or using wrong lanes. 


The traffic police says that there are more than 25 roads in the city where traffic accidents have become the order of the day. These include Shahra-e-Faisal, Quaidabad Chowrangi, Dawood Chowrangi, Korangi Road, Korangi Crossing, Korangi Double Road as well as the main road in the Korangi Industrial Area.


Other black spot roads include Bhains Colony Road, Karimabad Signal, M.A Jinnah Road, Numaish Chowrangi to Sea-Breeze Plaza, from Sea-Breeze Plaza to Empress Market, Maripur Road, in which three black spots were pointed out, and also the turning of Drigh Road. In this case, the traffic police had pointed out that the bridge passing at that point had some engineering fault but this was still not rectified by the CDGK.


Officials say that a meeting had taken place between the traffic police department and the City District Government last year to resolve the issue of rising cases of fatal accidents. One proposal was to install speed breakers at some of the black spots.

CDGK officials said that they were also constructing pedestrian bridges on these black spot roads. Traffic police officials asked that till the time the overhead bridges were made, speed breakers should be installed at the trouble points to break the speed of high speed vehicles. However, there has been no follow up to this. 


The CDGK has still not constructed the speed breakers. In fact, many independent observers point out that the CDGK has usually been criminally negligent in clearing rubble or repairing roads that have been broken down as part of some re-development plan of the CDGK. Rubble and debris is rarely cleared by the CDGK and this becomes a traffic hazard. 

At the same time, one cannot ignore the rise in the number of rashly driven vehicles in the city. The traffic police department has been negligent on account of checking the rise in deaths caused by rashly driven dumper trucks, buses and other large vehicles. 


Motorists complain that traffic laws are violated with impunity and the police looks the other way. The News contacted a number of people who expressed concern in the rise in traffic deaths and violation of traffic laws. Most 4WD vehicles in the city have tinted glasses but the police does not check this. Also, there has been a significant rise in tinted glasses, laser lights and fancy number plates on the city roads. 


Motorists say that the traffic police only checks road violations by motorcyclists and small car owners who are then asked to cough up money as bribes. The traffic police is also unable to check traffic light jumping and rash driving. There is no attempt to check underaged driving, or racing that some youth indulge in on city roads. In many respects, people say that the traffic police has turned into a “shake down force” only interested in extracting bribes from motorists.

At the same time, some people are of the view that the decision by the CDGK to not fill up trenches and ditches after construction or repair work on roads also helps restrict traffic flow. One peturbed motorist said that dug up portions or roads become particularly vulnerable at night when traffic has to slow and can become victims of crime.

(By Salis Bin Perwaiz, The News-14, 24/03/2008)

Motor fitness remains a sham in the face of inefficiency, corruption

Motor vehicle inspection carried out at the Karachi City Traffic Police’s vehicle inspection facilities in Baldia Town have not been in compliance with the standard check list as prescribed by the Motor Vehicle Ordinance and Rules, concede traffic police officers. 


What they cite as reasons for turning the otherwise exhaustive vehicle inspection into merely a visual procedure are: paucity of trained hands and lack of equipment. This has been undermining the purpose of the whole exercise for the past several years, opening up another avenue for corruption. 


Smoke emitting vehicles are plying on the city’s roads with brazen immunity from the traffic police, supposedly responsible for implementing the relevant motor vehicle laws for the safety of the citizens: commuters, pedestrians and drivers alike. 

The number of vehicles coming in for inspection and certification is too high to be handled by the few trained personnel at the centre when vehicle testing equipment, essentially required for inspection of heavy and light duty vehicles is just not available. 


“Shortage of trained manpower, which allows a small number of motor vehicle inspectors to carry out just cursory inspection, is what has been facilitating corrupt practices creeping in the system,” confided an SP Traffic on the condition of anonymity. “This exercise has apparently lost its meaning.” 

“These smoke-emitting vehicles specially auto-rickshaws, buses and water tankers are silent killers out there,” maintains Dr Badar Ghauri of Suparco, which has found the lead content in the ambient air of Karachi far above the safe levels recommended by the World Health Organisation.


As per the conservative estimates, a total of about 300 to 400 vehicles, belonging to eight prescribed categories as per the law, undergo a vehicle fitness test every six-months to acquire a roadworthy fitness certificate from the motor vehicle inspectors. As per the requirement of section 39 of the West Pakistan Motor Vehicle Ordinance of 1969, every bus, minibus, transport coach, light and heavy transport vehicles mostly trucks, cab and motor-rickshaw is to be certified as roadworthy after six-months. 


At the same time shortage of staff and lack of equipment may be an excuse while the main reason is that the officials are essentially corrupt and the huge task of issuing vehicle fitness certificate makes putting a check on corruption an impossible task. 


This despite the bold step taken by Saud Ahmed, the then DIG Karachi City Traffic Police when he and the director of Transparency International-Pakistan (TIP), Shaukat Omari signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2002, to introduce Integrity Pact and OPEN System in the departments of driving license and vehicle fitness. 


According to the chairman of TIP, Syed Adil Gilani, his organisation had recommended computerisation and decentralisation of both driving license and vehicle fitness departments to minimise the prospects of corruption in the system as desired by the then DIG Traffic Saud Mirza. 


TIP has suggested outsourcing this gigantic task at eight different locations in Karachi, instead of one place that is Motor Vehicle Testing Department located about 20 kilometres from the city centre. Decentralisation of driving license and vehicle fitness departments into smaller units was also advised. 


When contacted, the DIG Karachi City Traffic Police, Wajid Durrani appeared ignorant about the signing of the MoU with TIP. “I have no idea what you’re talking about. I don’t know such a thing,” he maintained, while acknowledging that the vehicle testing task is still centralised in the city. 


The traffic police chief further confirmed that no decentralisation has taken place so far with regard to the vehicle inspection facility in Karachi. “As far as the driving license department is concerned, it is computerised at three branches in the city. We are moving towards introducing smart-card licenses laced with security features.” 


There are some legal hitches ahead of introducing National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) smart-card driving license, which will keep the traffic violation ticket record of the holder. “As Nadra authorities are going to charge Rs250 for each card, traffic police are seeking amendment in the Motor Vehicle Rules to facilitate such a happening,” Durrani added. On the other hand, traffic police officers, interviewed at different check posts in the city, acknowledged that there are many transport vehicles, which are required to pass the fitness tests as per the Motor Vehicles Manuals, but not given a tough time on the road by the traffic cops. “If only they (traffic police) carry out their work on the roads of Karachi, the vehicle fitness department would have been getting more than 400 vehicles everyday for required fitness tests,” commented a senior traffic police officer at the roundabout near Sharae Iran in Clifton.


According to TIP, the common complaints that their team heard while compiling reports, was that the motor-vehicle examiners are under a great pressure from transport mafia and vested groups that even include politicians. “This only happens when the government representing the state stops serving its citizens and starts flinching from its obligations,” observed the SP, requesting anonymity. “We lack a genuine public transport system and we are at the mercy of private hands which cater to our needs but their way.”

(By Asadullah, The News-20, 25/03/2008)

M.R. Kayani Road: The street of shame

The M.R. Kayani (MRK) Road is nothing short of a nightmare for motorists who use it every day to go to work. Despite being located in the VIP Zone of Saddar Town, this road is practically in ruins and, thus, driving on it is a less than pleasant experience.


MRK Road links to some of the major roads in town including the Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Court Road and the I.I Chundrigar Road, the latter of which is also known as the business hub of Karachi with a sizeable number of people who come here from different parts of the city to make a living.


The road has been built a number of times, but that has not really made a difference. It has been dug up incessantly for unknown reasons and even when repaired, it reverts to its old state within a few days, given the shoddy work done on it. Moreover, the road has always been repaired in parts, which is why there are unleveled patches on the road now.

It was hardly a few weeks ago when the road was last carpeted. Now, as predicted, it has returned to its run-down state once again. One side of the road is still dug up for some municipal work whereas the other side remains broken at several points.


In the middle of the road there is a point where “the motorist feels as if he is going into a ditch, and comes out of it after a few seconds,” said a motorist who works on I.I Chundrigar Road.

It is worth mentioning that the National Academy of Performing Arts (Napa) is situated on this road in the Hindu Gymkhana, along with the Arts Council of Pakistan (ACP), where various musical and cultural events and film festivals are organised.


Although the road apparently falls in Saddar Town, the Town Municipal Administration (TMA) has no authority over this road, according to the Town Nazim, Muhammad Dilawar. He claimed that the road comes under the jurisdiction of the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) and, therefore, they should be held accountable. The Nazim said that there are numerous such issues that are considered within the command of the TMA but that is not true. The Cantonment Executive Officer (CEO) of the CBC was not available for comments despite several attempts.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 25/03/2008)

Transporters call for two-day strike

In continuation of their on going protest against the increase in diesel and petrol prices, transporters of the city have called for a two-day strike on April 1 and April 2.

The decision was taken in a meeting at the office of Karachi Bus Owners’ Association on Tuesday. 


Presiding over the meeting, Syed Irshad Bokhari, President, Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), said that this call is the continuation of the March 18 strike in order to protest against the increase in oil prices. Bokhari said that they had given one week’s time with hopes that the new government will talk to them and resolve the issue by meeting their demands.


The meeting was attended by the representatives of different transport associations who unanimously demanded the reduction in oil price. The transporters have already threatened a strike of an indefinite period and demanded that the government reverse the increase in fuel price or subsidise the increased amount.


PPI adds: The meeting also criticised the Sindh Governor for issuing a notification for an increase in fines and warned that, if the decision is not withdrawn, they will announce a strike for an indefinite period. It also expressed concern over non-payment of compensation of vehicles burnt during the post Dec 27, 2007, riots. The meeting also rejected the proposal of setting up more traffic checkpoints and alleged that it was only aimed at increasing opportunities for demanding bribes.


Meanwhile, Pasban Pakistan has alleged that its officials are being threatened by transporters ostensibly because the former spoke against the “arbitrary rise in bus fares” implemented by the latter. 

In a press release issued Tuesday, Pasban Karachi President Syed Ashraf Hussain said that the public’s demand from transporters to charge Rs3 from passengers who travel on the rooftop of buses and Rs4 from old people and students was just. 


Officials of the NGO are being threatened via telephone, Hussain said, adding that they were thinking of lodging formal complaints regarding the issue.

(The News-13, 26/03/2008)

CDGK to build parking plaza in Clifton


KARACHI: The City Council, in the absence of opposition members, has adopted a resolution allowing the Transport and Communication Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to construct a parking plaza in Clifton.


The resolution was forwarded by City Council Transport Committee Chairman Nadeem Hashmi Wednesday. According to suggestions submitted by the Transport and Communication Department on March 12, two adjacent plots in Block 4 near Schon Circle are in possession of the city government. The plots, measuring 4,300 square yards and 7,500 square yards, will be merged for the construction of a multi-storey car-parking plaza. “5 percent of the parking will be used for commercial purposes and the revenue generated will be utilized for the maintenance of the building,” said Hashmi.


He added that although the land will remain in the CDGK’s possession, the management will be completely responsible for the parking plaza. “The City Council has given its approval to the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal but no firm has been awarded the construction contract yet,” he said.

(DailyTimes-B1, 27/03/2008)

DHA’s two-tower 300-vehicle car park in Khadda market by Oct


KARACHI: The Defense Housing Authority (DHA) is in the middle of building two car park towers in the stadium in Khadda market and is blocking off some lanes to create a smoother flow of traffic. 


The project is divided into three stages, each with a five-year deadline. The 21-acre commercial area is flanked by two busy avenues, Khayaban-e-Shamsheer and Khayaban-e-Mujahid. The project has been given to Techni Style Engineering Services (TSES) that started construction last year.

“Work on the car park towers started in April last year at a cost of 288 million rupees and is scheduled to be completed by the end of October this year in 18 months,” a DHA official said. 


The covered area would be 18,434 square meters for three levels, including the ground floor. On the ground floor the car park would be able to take up to 144 motorcycles only, the first floor will take 21 cars, the second floor 60 cars and the third floor 70 cars. This means a total of 324 cars and 288 motorcycles will fit in both towers. 


But DHA has had to also worry about the traffic entry and exit as Khadda market is already congested with the haphazard movement. The proposed solution is a circular one-way road around the stadium. Vehicles would enter from circular lane II from Khayaban-e-Shamsheer from the left and the exit point would be circular lane III around the stadium and connecting back to Shamsheer avenue. The National Logistics Cell (NLC) would be providing the direction signboards. 


In addition to this, to also restrict people from parking in front of shops, some small islands and pavements are being built in all the commercial lanes of Khadda Market. “A total eleven islands have been constructed throughout the lanes to beautify the area and also provide entertainment for children who accompany their parents while they are shopping,” said Zulfikar, an engineer with Osmani Consultants who are the consultants for infrastructure development works in the commercial area. The islands would be green with benches and swings. A large one would also be built at the midway point of Khayaban-e-Mujahid and Shamsheer. 


The NLC is also working on improving the roads and pavements. As part of its parking and traffic congestion crisis management, DHA would undertake more projects in other commercial areas and will soon execute a one-way traffic plan from Zamzama commercial area connecting to Shamsheer avenue.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 27/03/2008)

Govt raises transport fares

KARACHI, March 27: The Sindh transport department has notified a rise in fares of public transport following a hike in the prices of petroleum products on March 15.

The existing and the proposed official rates are as follows:

Urban route description: Buses; existing fare Rs6 up to 5km now fixed at Rs8, Rs7 up to 10km at Rs9, Rs8 up to 15km at Rs10, Rs8.50 up to 20km at Rs10.50, Rs8.50 up to 25km at Rs10.50 and Rs8.50 above 30km at Rs10.50. Students will be charged 50 per cent of the normal fares in these vehicles.


Mini-buses: Existing fare Rs7 up to 5km now fixed at Rs9, Rs8 up to 10km at Rs10, Rs9 up to 15km at Rs11, Rs9 up to 20km at Rs11, Rs9 up to 25km at Rs11 and Rs9 above 30km at Rs11.


Coaches: Existing fare Rs11 up to 10km has been increased to Rs13 and Rs14 for above 30kms.


Inter-city routes: Existing fares of Metalled Road Buses (50 and above seats) Ps46 per km increased to Ps56 per km; Katcha Road Buses fixed at Ps58 per km; fares of air-conditioned coaches increased to Rs1.12 per km; mini-buses Metalled Road (26-29 seats) from Rs46 per km to Rs56 per km; mini-buses (13-18) Rs46 per km to Rs56 per km, stage-cum-public carrier (Deserts) from Rs62 per km to Rs72 per km and the fares of deluxe buses with 2x2 seating capacity has been fixed at Rs79 per km.


Urban routes: KPTS buses; existing fare of Rs8 up to 10km has been increased to Rs10, Rs11 up to 20km to Rs13, Rs13 up to 25km to Rs15, Rs14 up to 30km to Rs16 and Rs16 above 30km to Rs18.


UTS (non AC) buses: Existing fares of Rs8 up to 10kms has been increased to Rs10, Rs12 from 11 to 20 km to Rs14, Rs15 from 21 to 30km to Rs17 and Rs18 above 30km to Rs20.


UTS (AC) buses: Existing fares of Rs11 up to 10km has been increased to Rs13, Rs16 from 11 to 20km to Rs18, Rs20 from 21 to 30km to Rs22 and Rs25 above 30km to Rs27.


The fares of black/ yellow cabs of up to 800CC have been increased to Rs9 per kilometre, for vehicles above 800CC the rates have been fixed at Rs11 per km and Rs8 per kilometre for rickshaws.

Meanwhile, the Sindh caretaker Minister for Transport, Arif Ali Abbasi, said that the fares of the public transport had been increased due to the recent hikes in the prices of POL products and the decision had been taken after detailed consultation with various transport organisations.

In a statement issued here, he described the increase in fares conditional and linked with the fluctuation in fuel prices in the international market.


Mr Abbasi said the transporters had also agreed to introduce environment-friendly vehicles and to switch over to CNG.

The transporters, he said, had also agreed to remove pressure horns and extra glasses from their vehicles.

The minister said that traffic police had been directed to take action against male passengers travelling in compartments reserved for women passengers besides ensuring removal of all kinds of hanging bumpers and tape recorders from every public transport vehicle.

(Dawn-17, 28/03/2008)

Increase will cause deep hole in our pockets: citizens

The citizens, especially users of public transport, have reacted strongly to the increase in fares saying it would cause them a lot of trouble and ‘burn deep holes in their pockets.’ For this, they criticised the Sindh government for giving in to the demands of transporters.


They also slated the government for its failure to control inflation and suggested that, instead of announcing increase in fares, it (government) should have provided some subsidy on oil products to keep fares under control.

Interestingly, the transporters have not yet called off their strike slated for April 1 and 2, saying that the announced increase in fares was less than the one proposed by them.

It is worth mentioning here that the fares were last revised in May 2005.

“I blame the government and not the transporters for this increase,” said Faiq Ali Khan, a public transport user adding that, “It is the fault of the government since it has failed to control inflation and this increase would have a cascading effect on the general public, especially the poor that use public transport and make majority of city’s population.”

He said: “Every next day I read news about people committing suicide owing to poverty and after this increase the frequency of such acts would increase.” 


Khan, who teaches at a private coaching centre, said that someone who earns between Rs4,000 to Rs5,000 would now have to settle for one meal a day since half of his earning would go to paying for transport.

“If our politicians stop using imported 4WD vehicles and start using 800 CC vehicles, there would be a huge reduction in the import of oil,” he said and asked why the government does not reduce the facilities given to high ups who are escorted with scores of police mobiles which causes an increase in oil consumption.


Khalid Masood, a senior citizen, said that one can understand that the government cannot provide subsidies on petrol for all, but at least it should give subsidy to the operators of public transport, as, according to him, this increase would have a direct bearing on the lowóincome segment of society.


“Women are already facing the height of inconvenience in public transport buses, this increase would upset them further,” said Faila Gul, who works at a private firm. “Majority of women work to support their families and this increase would be an additional burden on them,” she said, adding: “A large number of women work in factories and hardly earn Rs5,000 and with this increase, they would be facing extreme inconvenience.” 

“With the increase of fares we would have to spend approximately Rs2,000 a month on transport and what would we be saving then?” she questioned.


Talking to The News, President Karachi Goods Carriers’ Association, Khalid Khan said: “We do not favour increase in fares but demand from the government to give us some subsidy since we are one of the largest consumers of diesel in the country.” The ministry press release said that the announcement has been made after consulting the transporters.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 28/03/2008)

Sindh govt raises transport fares

The Sindh Ministry of Labour, Transport, Industries, Commerce and Cooperation has increased the fares of public transport service vehicles by Rs2 per stage. The minimum fare to be paid by any passenger has now reached Rs8. The UTS buses will charge Rs20 for maximum distance while buses, minibuses and coaches will charge Rs10.50, Rs11 and Rs14 for maximum distance respectively.


Regarding this increase in fares, Caretaker Sindh Minister for Transport, Industries, Labour, Commerce and Cooperation Arif Ali Khan Abbasi, has said that the public transport fares have been increased due to the enhancement in fuel prices and detailed consultations with various transport organisations over the last two months.


Abbasi further said that the transporters have agreed to certain parameters and that fresh initiatives would be made to improve the performance of the public transport system (BOX 2).


Meanwhile, when contacted, president UTS and KPTS Bus Owners’ Association Rana Muneer said that they proposed an increase of Rs4 per stage for the UTS buses and Rs3 per stage for other buses but the government had only brought about a Rs2 increase. Therefore, he said, they are holding a meeting on Saturday with the Karachi Transport Ittehad to decide their strategy regarding the strike of April 1 and 2.


Vehicle 

Increase in fare    
         Current fare            Maximum fare

Bus 

Rs 2 (per 5km) 

Rs 8 

Rs 10.50

Minibus 

Rs 2 (per 5km) 

Rs 9 

Rs 11 

Coaches 

Rs 2 (per 5km) 

Rs 9 

Rs 14

UTS bus 

Rs 2 (per 10km) 

Rs10 

Rs 20

UTS coach 
Rs 2 (per 10km) 

Rs13 

— —

Black Taxi 
Rs 2 (per km) 

Rs 9 

— —

Yellow Taxi 
Rs 2 (per km) 

Rs 9 

— —

Taxi (upto 800cc) 
Rs 2 (per km) 

Rs 10 

— —

Taxi (above 800cc) 
Rs 2 (per km) 

Rs 11 

— —

Rickshaw 
Rs 2 (per km) 

Rs 8 

— —


note: The ministry has announced the increase in fares of ‘AC UTS’ buses despite the fact that these buses were taken off the roads a long time ago. 

Moreover, the fares of rickshaws and taxis have also been increased as per kilometer despite the fact that taxi and rickshaw owners had never demanded an increase in fares, since they charge a lump sum amount from citizens after bargaining as opposed to charging by metres. 


What the govt expects of the transporters

Transporters have agreed to:

• Introduce environment-friendly vehicles 

• Convert existing public transport to CNG

• Adhere to the ten-year restriction on plying of public vehicles

• Install speed controllers in the vehicles

• Remove pressure horns and extra glasses from their vehicles


Undertakings
• No public transport would ply the roads without proper fitness certificates

• At the time of issue of a commercial licence, a physical fitness test of the driver has been made mandatory.

Traffic police have been directed to:

• Take action against carrying male passengers in the compartments reserved for ladies.

• Ensure removal of all kinds of hanging bumpers and tape recorders from public transport vehicles

(The News-13, 28/03/2008)

Zamzama parking plaza to be completed by Sept

The highly anticipated parking plaza behind Mall Square, Zamzama Boulevard, is in full swing these days and is expected to be completed by September 8 this year as per the date given by the Defence Housing Authority (DHA). This much-needed plaza will take care of the parking problems on the boulevard, said officials. The plaza is being constructed at a cost of Rs211 million. It will have a capacity of 407 cars and 190 motorcycles, disclosed the DHA spokesperson Colonel Naqvi.


For several years now, the Zamzama Boulevard has been in dire need of parking space. This is owing to the rapid commercialisation of the Boulevard what with coffee shops, eating joints and designer outlets opening up all over the place. In fact, people from all over the city, particularly those from Defence and Clifton, regularly haunt the Boulevard in this regard. Not surprisingly, this creates traffic congestion and a dearth of parking space, both for visitors as well as those who live in the area.


The situation is considerably aggravated in the evenings when numerous vehicles enter the Boulevard and end up getting stuck in traffic. “Once you have turned towards Zamzama, you cannot think about doing anything else that evening. The endless traffic over there will not let you return home at a decent time,” commented Tehmeena Ibrahim, a frequent visitor of the boulevard.


The problem stems from the fact that most visitors prefer getting dropped off right in front of the shop or restaurant that they want to go to. Since the street has two lanes for traffic flow, this adds to the hassle and many a times a complete row of vehicles get stuck just because of one car that is either dropping someone off or is parked in front of the restaurant/shop.


The situation is so bad that many people now avoid going to Zamzama until and unless the parking issues are resolved over there. “Though I love going to the restaurants there, I have now stopped going there because there’s no place to park and by the time you get a parking spot after considerable stress, you’re are too exhausted to enjoy your evening” said Bilal Afridi, a resident of Saba Avenue, DHA. “Standing in line for hours just to find out later on that there’s no place to park is silly. It’s better to go somewhere else and save your time and fuel,” remarked another such irate visitor.


Still, there are others who continue to go to Zamzama despite the parking and traffic issues of the area and, thus, the lack of parking needs the attention of the authorities.


Earlier, the DHA was considering the building of a flyover or an underpass at Zamzama but the citizens opposed the idea because they feel that the construction of either one of the two will considerably devalue the property in the area as the space under/around the flyovers and underpasses are often encroached upon. 


Those who work there also recommended making Zamzama purely a pedestrian area. However, this idea was also strictly opposed given the aversion to walking that the people who visit Zamzama seem to have. In fact, most people would much rather wait inside their air-conditioned vehicles for hours instead of walking to their destination. The absence of a security system is another reason that prevents the visitors from walking on the street, especially at nights. Given the increase in street crimes, it is no surprise that people prefer to sit inside their cars and waiting instead of walking on the boulevard. 


Apart from the parking plaza, the DHA also has some other plans as well that are likely to reduce traffic congestion on the boulevard. Zamzama connects to Khayaban-e-Shaheen on one end and Do Talwar on the other, and there are no other major entry points to the street. Experts have suggested to the DHA that the street be made one-way, and more entry and exit points from Gizri and 26th Street be created. If this plan is implemented, traffic would flow in from Do Talwar to Khayaban-e-Shaheen and would pass through Zamzama. The exit point would be the lane next to Zamzama Park.


According to the Col Naqvi, Zamzama will be modified into a one-way street which will reduce the traffic. When asked when this would happen, he said that negotiations are underway and a decision in this regard would be taken soon.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 28/03/2008)

Zamzama to be made one way to 2 Swords


KARACHI: The Defense Housing Authority (DHA) will start its 85-million-rupee traffic management and car parking plan on Zamzama Commercial Avenue and is planning to convert all major commercial avenues into one-way streets soon, Daily Times learnt Thursday. 


“The development contract [for Zamzama] will be awarded to either the National Logistic Cell (NLC) or Techni Style Engineering Services (TSES), which have already carried out several projects in the DHA,” informed a DHA cantonment official. The Zamzama project will be started after DHA completes the stadium car parking project in Delton’s commercial area, Phase V. 


Furthermore, the ZCA project’s consultant, Osmani Company, is already on the panel for the underway stadium car parking project. 


Zamzama, which is one of the busiest arteries with 17 lanes on either side, will soon be converted into a one-way street starting from Khayaban-e-Shamsheer and going up to the Two Swords Roundabout in Clifton.

“For the first contract, footpaths and electric poles will be constructed, roads will be widened and cats eyes will be fixed,” said the resident engineer (RE) of Osmani Consultants. He said that the route for the traffic that has to come in the opposite direction will be announced soon. The mid-island separating the two lanes on Zamzama will be removed and the avenue will be made into a double-lane one-way route for traffic, said the RE.


Parking along Zamazama will not be allowed as a parking plaza is being built inside Zamzama Park, with a capacity for around 500 cars. “Initially, the proposal was to build a four-storey parking tower, but, the levels were reduced to two after retired army personnel, who live adjacent to the park, expressed their reservations,” informed the DHA official.


The people coming to shops, restaurants, banks and other commercial units situated on either sides of Zamzama have a lot of problems when it comes to parking. 


For the second contract, development of the back roads going through the commercial lanes is to be carried out. The work would include carpeting and installation of garden lights.

It may be mentioned that the first contract was awarded to a company last year but it expired in March, 2008. The company was unable to start work and is now going to apply for an extension for another six months, setting the deadline for the project to October, 2008.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 28/03/2008)

One seat for 70 passengers

There are 70 passengers for every one bus seat in Karachi, according to research carried out by a bus importer in Karachi. As opposed to this, there are seven passengers for a single bus seat in India, thus showing the stark contrast between the two. Thus, it is safe to say that the shortage of public transport in Karachi – for a population of 16 million – becomes more and more acute by the day. 


Unfortunately, the arrival of 15 CNG buses for the city may never happen as Shabbir, the importer of these buses and an engineer by profession, has expressed his inability to pay a whopping sum Rs60 million in all kinds of duties. These buses have already arrived at the port (since August 2007) but given the duty issues, they stand at the port, gathering dust. He said that he has already made an investment of Rs80 million. Thus, the total investment for the release of these CNG buses comes to a staggering Rs140 million.


“In Mumbai, there is one seat is for every six passengers and in Delhi eight passengers for one seat,” Shabbir explained. He said that he wanted to bring Karachi at par with these standards but is helpless in the face of the escalating costs which he is unable to meet. 


At present, Karachi city needs 10,000 CNG buses. Shabbir said that the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has given a one-time duty exemption for the import of these buses, that is the 15 buses that are currently standing at the port. For the rest of the buses, he would have to pay a hefty sum as duty.


Shabbir said that the authorities, instead of facilitating the use of CNG buses, are creating hurdles for the public-private partnership. According to Shabbir, the delay is because of vesterd interests – that is, industries that only assembled trucks and buses by importing the parts from abroad. These industrialists, he said, have not only created hurdles in Islamabad but also filed a petition in the Sindh High court that the 15 CNG buses should not be allowed to ply in Karachi.

Replying to a question, Shabbir claimed that he has already made plans to install big CNG stations for these buses but the top officials refused to cooperate in this regard. 


The City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal’s efforts for these stations have also not been able to yield results. The Nazim planned to introduce a CNG Bus Project in cooperation with the provincial and federal government for the induction of 4,000 CNG dedicated environment-friendly buses in Karachi under a public-private partnership. However, this has not been able to materialise as the government has changed. Under this plan, new CNG buses which are still on paper in Islamabad would be operated and maintained by private sector operators individually or in the form of a syndicate or group or company under the government defined regulatory framework.


In this connection, a Project Implementation & Monitoring Unit (PIMU) was being established in Karachi which would act as a catalyst towards the implementation of the project. The PIMU would be responsible for project monitoring, disbursement of federal government subsidy to the designated banks, coordinating with the operators, investors, CDGK, the provincial and federal government in matters relating to gas supply, setting up of depots, public-private partnership agreements, code of conduct, route planning and selection, policing and overall project performance.


To another question he said that there is no harm in importing Indian chassis and CNG kits as India and the United States are the only two countries which have the best CNG technology all over the world.

Meanwhile, the transport fare was raised to two rupees for every kilometre on March 27 for the obsolete buses that are plying in Karachi. The District Coordination Officer (DCO) Karachi, Javed Hanif maintained that these buses can never be replaced as they continue to provide service to the people, regardless of their condition.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 29/03/2008)

Transporters to charge revised fares from April 1

The transporters of the city have not yet withdrawn their strike call and have shown their dissatisfaction over the announcement by the Sindh government regarding increase in transport fares. 

“Increase given is not enough. However, we accept this decision for the time-being and will charge the revised fares as per notification of the Sindh government from April 1,” they said. According to a press release issued on Friday, the National Transport Ittehad Karachi announced that they had accepted the raise announced by the government and would charge the same with effect from April 1, even though, they said, they are not satisfied with it.

Besides, the Karachi Transport Ittehad has called for a meeting on Saturday to decide whether or not to withdraw the strike call. It has also accepted the given raise saying that they were accepting it as a protest and on the condition that the Sindh government would reverse the changes in the fuel prices.

(The News-13, 29/03/2008)

Killer dumper claims more lives as govt stays quiet

Muhammad Rehan, a 35 year old resident of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and a private photographer by profession, alongwith his wife, Tabassum Fatima, were mercilessly crushed to death on Saturday by a recklessly driven dumper on Abul Hassan Isphahani Road. Their four year old child, also on the motorbike, miraculously survived. Predictably, the driver and his vehicle managed his “escape” from the scene.


Once again precious lives have been lost to killer dumper trucks as the traffic police and the government turn a blind eye to this menace. People of Karachi are yet to forget the tragic accident at Golimar Chowrangi earlier this month in which two people were killed after a dumper truck crushed a motorcycle and a rickshaw. In that case too, both the traffic police and government remained indifferent although the killer driver was arrested then. 


According to official statistics issued by the Capital City Police (Traffic), in 2007 alone these killer dumpers have killed 27 people with an average of more than two every month. In 2006, 23 people died as a result of dumper deaths. 


In addition, more than 50 were injured last year. When contacted, dumper drivers claim that their reckless driving is due to several reasons. The dumper trucks are mainly used to transport construction material as well as debris across the city. Mostly dumper trucks were imported from Japan and due to heavy import duties, a single dumper truck costs between Rs2.5 million to Rs3 million on cash basis. If the same is purchased on installments, the cost baloons to Rs5 million. The owner of the truck has to meet the monthly instalment, whish stands at about Rs50, 000. This is why he wants his dumper to be utilized to the maximum and for this he hires at least two drivers on 12 hour shifts. The drivers also are in a hurry to make trips as they earn commission on these.


Most dumpers usually run to and from Gharo, Jhimpir, Hyderabad, Hawk’s Bay, Manghopir and other far flung areas of Sindh and Balochistan. The drivers receive a commission of Rs100 to 150 per trip. “We try to make three trips in order to earn enough commission as we are paid only Rs6,000 to Rs7,000 monthly. 


The commission money helps us feed our family,” claims Nadeem Tanoli, a dumper truck driver. “Even if we earn a commission of Rs200 in a day, more than half of it is spent in our meals,” he said, adding, “It is difficult to support your family in a salary of 6000 so we have to put in extra effort.”


Tanoli has been a dumper for the last five years. He said that due to inflation, he drives day and night. “But it is not always the case as the dumpers operating in the city number in thousands so some times you have work and at other times you don’t.” He added “We therefore try to make more trips every day to make up for the days when we don’t have work,” he said, adding, “When busy we hardly have sleep of three to four hours and have to drive hours and hours.” While legally, it is not permissible to drive commercial vehicles for such long hours, there is no check on this practice. 


Asked how many hours they drive in a day, several dumper drivers said that they drive 12 hours non stop since they have to give the vehicle to other driver who drives it for the rest of the day. This long drive adversely affects the reflexes of drivers and they cannot concentrate- one of the main reasons why they often lose control of the vehicle.


One of the drivers said they drive fast to avoid traffic sergeants who stop them for bribes. They ask for Rs100 to RS200 and if we drive slow and stop, they snatch our papers (license or registration book etc) and demand money,” he alleged. 

Another problem is the state of the city roads which are dug up at places. The traffic police has identified these black spots but the city government is not repairing these roads. These are issues that need to be addressed say both citizens and drivers of dumper trucks.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 30/03/2008)

New names for three underpasses

The names of the Nazimabad, Ghareebabad and Liaquatabad underpasses have been changed by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


The Nazimabad underpass will now be called the Mohsin Bhopali Underpass; the Ghareebabad underpass will be referred to as the Ghulam Fareed Sabri Underpass, and the Liaquatabad underpass will now be known as the Shuhada-e-Haq Underpass. Moreover, the CDGK also plans to rename flyovers and newly-built bridges — they will all be named after celebrities and famous sportspeople.


Meanwhile, City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has said that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has specially focused such backward and less developed Towns of Karachi which were not given any attention in the past and were thus facing enormous problems.


The government has, during the last six months, initiated development projects costing over Rs1100 million in the New Karachi Town to ensure provision of all basic facilities even to the residents of less developed Towns. With the completion of these projects the New Karachi Town would present the look of a well-developed town.

He expressed these views during an inspection of the ongoing development projects in the New Karachi Town.


During his visit to different projects, the city Nazim observed that the town of New Karachi was located far away from the main city; therefore our main focus has been on the provision of basic facilities to the public mainly in the fields of education, healthcare and vocational training. 

He said that besides the rehabilitation and repair of existing roads, construction of many big corridors was also initiated in the town. The project of Rs230 million worth 4km long 4000 Road was already in the final stages with a 26 feet wide footpath and a 24 feet wide service road on both sides of this corridor. 


Kamal said that the 4.5km long 9000 Road would also be completed soon with a cost of Rs290 million. This road would have 44 feet wide tracks.


“The Haq Parast leadership has initiated construction of several mega projects in the city out of which 80 percent were already completed and providing convenience to the citizens in their daily lives. Unprecedented development works were carried out in all Union Councils (UCs) of the city on equal basis. A new era of development and progress was begun in the city and this process would be continued without any break,” he further added.

(The News-14, 31/03/2008)

APRIL

Two dead as speeding bus crashes into donkey cart, bike and truck

A speeding public bus crashed into a donkey cart and then a motorbike on Monday, before colliding with a truck near the Qayyumabad Bridge. Two people (indentified as 28-year-old Naseeruddin and 25-year-old Gul Sher) died, and dozens were injured in the pileup which took place within the jurisdiction of the Korangi police station.


Eyewitnesses said that a speeding bus of route F-11 was being driven recklessly when it crashed into a donkey cart right after it crossed the Qayyumabad Bridge. It then went on to hit a motorbike. Meanwhile, a speeding loader truck coming from the Korangi side collided with the bus and the latter overturned. 


Moans from those injured filled the air, and passersby immediately started the rescue operation. Ambulances reached the spot, and started shifting the victims to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC).

Residents of the area maintain that accidents in the vicinity of the bridge are routine, because even though the government has constructed the bridge and the road at the Korangi Crossing, it had not installed streetlights at the Korangi Nadi Road. The area becomes totally dark at night, leading to accidents almost daily. 


A medico-legal officer (MLO) at the JPMC said that three of those injured were identified as Ahmed Khan, Riaz and Atif. The rest of those who had been brought in were critically injured and had not been identified yet.


Ahmed Khan said that he was a resident of Landhi and was returning home from work. He had boarded the bus at Tariq Road, and the driver had been reckless since the beginning. He corroborated the rest of the eyewitnesses’ reports.

The police have meanwhile impounded the vehicles and are conducting an inquiry into the incident. 


ImtiaZ Ali Adds: The injured were rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), where one injured succumbed to injuries during treatment while another injured was pronounced dead on arrival. The deceased were identified as Gulsher and Naeemuddin.

Doctors at the JPMC told The News that nine injured, two of them in critical condition, were brought to the hospital. 


Ahmed Khan Baloch, who got injured in the incident and was admitted to the hospital, said that he along with other passengers was travelling on the roof a bus, F-11, when the bus collided head-on with a speeding vehicle coming from the opposite direction near the Korangi Crossing. 

He said that after the collision, the bus in which he was travelling turned turtle and he fell off the bus and struck the other vehicle. He said that he fell unconscious after the accident. He said that he and other passengers ascended the roof of the bus as it was full to the brim with passengers and many of whom were standing on foot board.

(The News-20, 01/04/2008)

Traffic chaos created as work on drainage project in full swing

Massive digging in Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has created a traffic chaos on some of the major thoroughfares in DHA. Numerous roads including Khayaban-e-Shamsheer, Muhafiz, Bahria, Seher, B and E Streets, and the Beach Avenue have been dug up and partially closed to traffic given the on-going construction work of the new drainage system for DHA.


Motorists on the street often feel like they are in a maze where most roads are either closed or dug up. At times, portions of road are closed forcing the traffic to move through the inner lanes of the area. The situation becomes even worse at night when the traffic passes through without any street lights.


The bottlenecks at the 31st Street intersection on Khayaban-e-Shamsheer are particularly severe as the traffic from two opposite directions comes to a standstill here. Despite the fact that the drain has been laid out at the intersection and the traffic moves over that drain, the narrow passage leaves space for just one vehicle to pass at a time. Moreover, the same route plays host to public buses and tankers leaving no space for private cars and motorcycles.


In fact, 2.6-km-long drain has to be laid down at Khayaban-e-Shamsheer. The drain will originate from Khayaban-e-Hafiz and will end at Beach Avenue. A single-celled drain of 1.5 metres needs to be installed from Hafiz to 26th Street, with three cells (each of 1.5 metres) from the 26th Street all the way to the Beach Avenue. The construction started from the latter end and is gradually coming towards Hafiz. Since the left lane of Shamsheer is closed from 24th to 31st Street, traffic on both sides is using the same road.


Traffic gridlocks are also common at the Beach Avenue - Shamsheer Intersection as the left side of the Beach Avenue road (going towards the Village Restaurant) has been partially closed where trucks, dumpers and other heavy machinery are operational. Meanwhile, the other side of the intersection has been dug up to provide a drain between McDonald and the Caffeine.


However, despite the inconvenience caused the general perception is that once completed, the drainage project will facilitate the masses. The contract of Shamsheer and Seher drains has been assigned to Techno Consultant (the Chinese firm that also constructed the Clifton drain) whereas the Khayaban-e-Bahria and B-Street drains are being handled by the local engineering and construction firm, Areebco.


Although the project will take at least two to three years to be completed, DHA claims that the completion of Phase I (which will by July 31 this year) will make a huge difference in the next monsoon. The DHA has allocated Rs750 million to the drainage project for the current financial year which will end on June 30.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 01/04/2008)

Bus overturns near Korangi river


KARACHI: Two people were killed and eight were injured Sunday night when a speeding truck hit a passenger bus in Korangi. 


The bus No. F-11, bearing license number JE-7972, was passing near the Korangi River when suddenly a speeding truck (JY-6157) hit it from the rear, said DSP Manthar Kaka. The bus lost control and hit a motorcycle and donkey cart. 


MLO Dr Afzal Ahmed said that an emergency was declared as the news of heard. Ten people were brought to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center, where two died. Three out of seven people who were injured have been admitted. The deceased were identified as Naeemuddin, 35, and Gul Sher, 30. The injured include Asif, 20, Anwar, 50, Riaz, 25, Shakeel, 35, Ahmed Khan, 35, Imtiaz, 20, Mohammad Akhtar, 50, and Asim, 28. 

DSP Kaka said that the truck driver fled and no FIR was lodged by midnight.


y as ‘tropical modernism’. 

Robson also delivered Bawa’s eulogy at the Aga Khan Award Ceremony. He worked as an adviser on housing and settlement planning to the government of Sri Lanka between 1979 and 1983 and was involved in its acclaimed ‘Hundred Thousand Houses’ programme.

(DailyTimes-B1, 01/04/2008)

EDO transport suspended for negligence?

EDO Transport Akhtar Abbas was suspended by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, ostensibly because he did not comply with verbal directives from the city Nazim secretariat about “giving a free hand” to contractors to install bus stops in Karachi.

Officials told The News that the Nazim secretariat had asked the EDO to “look the other way” and let contractors get on with their jobs. He did not comply with these orders and was punished, sources claimed.


Kamal’s camp maintains meanwhile, that the city Nazim had taken action just because these bus shelters were not at proper locations. He had reportedly reminded Abbas several times about the issue, but EDO “failed to rectify these issues.” 


Officials said that Abbas had been hired by Kamal to supervise the process of installing of new bus stops in Karachi on a build-operate-transfer (BOT) basis. 


A private firm signed an agreement with the transport department and 19 bus stops had been installed in Karachi thus far. Officials said that in the meantime, close aides of Kamal’s had briefed him wrongly about Abbas’ performance, and the latter was suspended without being given a chance to explain himself.


Officials said that Abbas was “shocked, frustrated and humiliated” and had asked the city Nazim to be given a chance to explain his side of the story. Sources close to Abbas maintained that a month was not enough to gauge the performance of an officer. The bus stops installed thus far were of good quality though, they said


Kamal had issued orders to immediately suspend EDO Transport Akhtar Abbas, D.O Transport Aamir Hussain and DDO Transport Saeed Akhtar for “negligence in duties.” The suspended officers were also stripped of all perks while the other officers concerned within the same department were issued show-cause notices. Sources close to Abbas lamented the fact that all official perks given to Abbas as part of his pay package had been withdrawn, even though other former EDOs were still “enjoying all CDGK facilities.”


On Sunday, the city Nazim had paid a detailed visit to the Signal Free Corridor-I during which he also inspected the construction of bus stops from Nazimabad to Karsaz. He had expressed displeasure and annoyance at officials concerned, the EDO transport (Abbas) in particular, for establishing bus stops at the “wrong place” and for “causing a delay in the completion of work.”


The Nazim had reprimanded the officials and said that any negligence or carelessness in public welfare work will not be tolerated. The bus stops had been constructed entirely with investments from the private sector, Kamal had said, adding that the transport department had “failed to guide them, and thus committed an act of criminal negligence.”

(The News-14, 03/04/2008)

Lahore streets greet women traffic wardens
LAHORE, April 3: Eight women traffic wardens turned up on heavy-duty bikes on city’s major roads on Thursday for patrolling duty for the first time in the history of the country’s traffic police.
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Eighty-four wardens, including the eight women, were handed over 250cc bikes by city police chief (additional IG) Malik Mohammad Iqbal.

“We have imparted a 15-day training to eight female wardens in the first phase and as many wardens are receiving training in the second phase,” Chief Traffic Officer SSP Ghulam Mehmood Dogar told Dawn.


He said that the wardens would patrol The Mall, Jail Road, Gulberg Main Boulevard and Defence Main Boulevard in pair. They will regulate traffic, help and educate people and issue tickets.

“The main focus of the women wardens will be on extending emergency help to commuters, especially female and children,” he added.

He said that separate beats comprising different sectors had been allocated to the women wardens.


Mr Dogar believed that the presence of women wardens on roads would change attitude and behaviour of commuters.

He said that six lady wardens were already patrolling on CG-125 bikes.

There are 134 female traffic wardens in the traffic police but most of them are doing office work.


The city traffic police have 200 250cc bikes in its fleet of which 84 have been handed over to the wardens.

(Dawn-1, 04/04/2008)

Oversized billboards reappear... families of last year’s victims remain uncompensated

While the relatives of those of who fell victim to collapsing billboards during the rain and wind storms of June last year have still not been compensated by the concerned authorities on one hand, making things worse is that over-sized-billboards, which had been demonized in the immediate aftermath of the incidents, have once again made their way onto the city’s thoroughfares.


The cantonment bylaws clearly state that, in case a sign board falls or collapses due to wind or any other cause, the concerned firm would be held responsible for any damage to property or life, and would compensate to the affected party. 


Despite this law, no compensation has been awarded to the families of the deceased, who lost their lives when huge billboards came tumbling down during the rain and wind storms that struck the city during the last monsoon season. 


Now, with that issue seemingly buried under the passage of such a short period of time, oversized hoardings have once again started to dot the city’s landscape. On the part of the authorities concerned, this clearly indicates apathy for the sufferings of the victims’ families in the first case, and disregard for the citizens’ safety in the second.


Taking only Karachi’s main artery, Sharea Faisal, as a case in point, a huge number of hoardings have been placed along this thoroughfare, which, judging by their appearance, do not even meet the standards set by the bylaws. According to the cantonment bylaws regarding the placement of hoardings, the distance between two billboards should be no less than 50 metres. One look at Sharea Faisal in the context of this bylaw will show that, despite the tragedies of last year, and the legitimist fuss kicked up by the initial alarm, safety standards continue to be flouted.

Though the various authorities governing this city seem confident that the separate bylaws will be followed, the situation on the ground speaks for itself.


When questioned as to why the billboards have again appeared in the city, that too in such large numbers, the Cantonment Executive Officer (CEO) of the Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF), Shah Room Safdar Khatak responded that hoardings were never banned in the city to begin with. “Putting a ban on hoardings is not a solution; the need is to take precautionary measures during their installation,” he said.


The CEO, who also holds the charge of Karachi Cantonment Board (KCB) these days in the absence of the KCB’s actual CEO (who’s on a leave of about four months), claimed that every hoarding that is installed in his jurisdiction is certified by the Pakistan Engineering Council. District Officer, Local Tax Recovery, Muhammad Rehan, disclosed that a committee, comprising two representatives from the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and representatives from four different advertising associations, keeps check on any violations. He said that they gave an assurance that all the hoardings are installed according to the bylaws and no violation is being committed so far.


In the coming days, which will also see the advent of the summer rains, Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) has also planned to put up more billboards in their jurisdiction, claiming that the installation would be according to the bylaws.


The principle dilemma of this city has been the fact that it is owned by multiple civic and federal agencies. In several instances, the concerned citizens of Karachi, and the Nazim himself, have raised concerns over this division, saying that the implementation of a single standard suffers as a result. 


The multiple authorities governing over one city also adds to the confusion in terms of different rules and regulations, preventing a good system of governance in the city, say concerned citizens. Many insist that, instead of numerous agencies, the city must be governed by sole authority that would follow a single line of action in any matter.

(The News-13, 04/04/2008)

There’s a hole in my road…

The once smooth-sailing FTC Flyover intersection has turned into an obstacle course of sorts, what with the bumps, potholes and mountains of rubble that made their way on the street and the flyover itself. 


Anyone who uses Sharae Faisal on a regular basis will know that traffic comes to a standstill on this intersection given the appalling condition of the road at this particular juncture. This includes the side lane from the FTC Flyover going towards DHA Phase I/Korangi and the bridge itself going to and away from DHA. Having been dug up for development work time and again, the side road comprises numerous potholes that disrupt the flow of traffic and cause a bottleneck at the juncture. 


Add to this the rubble that remains at the side of the road which further narrows down the street, providing a small passage for the vehicles going towards DHA/Korangi. As a result, there is severe dust pollution in the area, complain those who work in the FTC and park their cars outside the building. Furthermore, the NIC in the vicinity has forbidden the parking of vehicles outside its building which has added to the parking woes of the people. “Already there is very little parking and now we can’t park outside the NIC building. Coming to work every day is an ordeal and then finding a parking spot is even worse,” laments Aslam, who works in the FTC. “And God help you if you want to cross the street during the day for some reason,” he adds. Why? Because those in charge of the development work of the area conveniently forgot to build sidewalks for pedestrians. So those on foot are routinely found walking alongside the road at the cost of their lives. The few sidewalks that do exist in the area are a supreme example of shoddy workmanship given that they are broken at several places and are often littered with mounds of mud (as is the case on the pavement in front of Gora Kabristan) and rubble. Thus, it is not surprising to finding pedestrians traversing along the road, risky as that may be. 


Of course, the piles of rubble that lie along the street are unable to deter willful motorists who choose to make a U-turn as soon as they cross FTC in order to get onto the bridge. This in turn leads into unprecedented traffic jams on the bridge as well as below it not to mention the fact that it causes accidents. The signal just a few feet ahead, though an easy and safe way of making the U-turn in question, is hardly used for the purpose. 


Then there are the marshes creeping out of the drain that runs along the road, a clear indication that its maintenance and cleanliness is a farce at best.


Meanwhile, those who get on the bridge only to get off at Sharae Faisal are met with similar conditions as well. “As soon as you get off the bridge, there is a huge ditch because of which you have to cut down your speed,” says a motorist who frequently uses the flyover to go home from work. “This slows down the traffic behind you and a bottleneck is caused,” he adds. Needless to say, slowing down on the bridge is dangerous which is further exacerbated by pedestrians who cross from the juncture where the flyover meets Sharae Faisal.


“The government should make a pedestrian bridge for us so that we are able to cross properly,” suggests a man who has stepped off the bus and is waiting for traffic to slow down so that he can cross the street. Of course, one fails to understand why commuters choose to get off buses on the bridge and why the traffic constables deployed in the area have been unable to prevent this. 


As with all things Karachi, the irony of it all hits motorists when one is getting off the flyover and is momentarily distracted by the Visual Park that sitting away prettily at the Sharae Faisal/FTC Flyover juncture. While millions have been spent at developing this park, one wishes the same amount of effort and money were put into repairing the road that lies smack in front of this green belt.

(The News-20, 05/04/2008)

Separate department formed for Corridor-I

The City District Government Karachi has established a special department for Signal-free Corridor-I to monitor the affairs of flyovers, underpasses, pedestrian bridges, greenery and gardening and other related things. The corridor runs from Karsaz to SITE and its department would be headed by a senior engineer.


The decision to this effect was taken at a meeting chaired by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and attended by EDO (Works & Services) Nisar Sario and other engineers and officers of W&S.


It was decided that a separate department would be formed for the maintenance and repairing of Signal-free Corridor-I, which would be responsible for handling all affairs in this regard. 

It was decided that the staff from Civil & Electrical, Parks, and Municipal Services departments would be deputed in this department, besides Community Police would be deputed at the corridor, which will be answerable to the head of the department.


According to the Nazim, this department would also be responsible for the maintenance of bridges, underpasses, footpaths and greenery at the corridor as well as ensuring the enforcement of municipal laws. The department will work on permanent basis.


The Nazim has directed to establish the departmentís office at a suitable place on the corridor.

He further instructed that the head of the department should patrol the whole corridor three times a day, while the staff of Municipal Services along with the community police should patrol the corridor after every hour in order to check any violation of municipal rules.


Mustafa said that the department would work in three shifts and this corridor would be presented as a model for other parts of the city.

(The News-13, 05/04/2008)

Traffic police get facelift with 25 new rides

Provincial Police Officer (Sindh) Azhar Ali Farooqi, while handing over 25 vehicles to the Karachi traffic police, said that a proposal is afoot to bring their salaries and perks at par with their Punjab and Motorway counterparts.

During a ceremony to hand over 25 well-equipped patrolling mobiles to the Karachi traffic police at the Central Police Office, Farooqi said that giving added facilities to the traffic force was the need of the hour so that vehicular movement on roads could be orderly and discipline maintained particularly at the main thoroughfares such as Sharea Faisal.


He asserted that the traffic police had been facing a dearth of technical support, mainly transport. “There is also a dire need to review the salary and allowance structure and bring it at par with the Punjab and Motorway police,” he stressed.

He announced that the Karachi traffic police force would get another 100 motorcycles by the end of this month, adding that traffic policemen would get four uniforms per year instead of the current two. Later, the PPO Sindh handed over the keys of new mobiles to Capital City Police Officer (CCPO), Karachi, Niaz Ahmed Siddiki.


Speaking on the occasion, DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Khan Durrani said that 21 patrolling mobiles were handed over to the deputy superintendents, while four Toyota Vigo were handed over to the four zonal SSPs of traffic. 

He added that the old mobiles and jeeps which were under the use of DSPs and SSPs of Traffic were taken back and handed over to the CPO, adding that 10 mobiles were being used as towing vehicles. 


DIG Durrani maintained that, within two to three days, another ceremony would be held to give away rewards to constables and head constables who have been performing duties at various intersections and chowks day and night. The reward amount is Rs3,000 per person.

(The News-14, 06/04/2009)

CDGK plans to bring in 500 CNG buses


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has initiated a project to introduce CNG buses by July. The Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) has called local and foreign firms to be a part of the effort, Daily Times learnt on Sunday.


The CNG bus project is backed by the federal government and gives a high mark-up to investors, after a total investment of Rs 4 billion.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, during the last two years, promised numerous times that 5,000 CNG buses will be introduced to Karachi roads, but due to a lack of interest from the private sector, the project never took off. A number of terrorism-related incidents in the city last year disrupted law and order and dented investor confidence. 

But now the project has picked up and aims to introduce environment-friendly public transport. The number of buses has gone down from 5,000 to 2,500. In its initial phase, to start from July, the city government aims to import the first fleet of 500 CNG buses, while the remaining 2,000 will be introduced in the next five years. 


The Mass Transit Cell has identified 40 routes where the first consignment of 500 CNG buses would operate. The routes, which have been given to separate parties, are being called the “green routes.” They cover the whole city, from Gulshan-e-Maymar at Super Highway to Hawkesbay Scheme on Hub River Road in Gadap Town, 


Officials in the city government said that invitation from private firms, local or foreign, with experience in the supplying/manufacturing and operating industry will be finalized by the end of June and signed in the first week of July. 


The KMTC has also prepared a preliminary report on the current condition of the city’s transport system, mentioning that the city of 16 million people and 1.7 million registered vehicles. “About 90 percent of the workforce uses different modes of public transport, which includes 12,000 vehicles on 254 routes with a considerable overlap,” said the report.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 07/04/2008)

Karachi traffic police prepare to follow Lahore model

The Capital City Police (Traffic) Karachi is all set to follow what is being practiced by the Lahore Traffic Police. The implementation of increased fines is seen as the first step, followed by the recruitment of 2,000 ASIs, as well as an increase in the salaries of personnel. Moreover, the minimum fine for a traffic violation has been raised from Rs50 to Rs200, while the maximum fine has now been set at Rs2,000. The step is aimed at reforming the city’s traffic system, DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Khan Durrani said.

As per a Sindh government law department notification dated March 17, a new ordinance titled, “The Provincial Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Ordinance 2008” was made and promulgated by the Sindh governor. Following this, a press release issued Saturday by the DIG Traffic’s office said that the Sindh Government’s notification regarding the increase in fines for traffic violations would be implemented from April 21. 

After the implementation of this ordinance, all traffic fines would be increased almost to the extent of those imposed by the Motorway Police. Before the amendments made in the Provincial Motor Vehicles Ordinance 1965, no fines were imposed category-wise. From April 21 however, the fines would be imposed vehicle-wise as per the new categories mentioned in the Sindh governor’s March 17 notification. Motorcyclists have been included in the first category while cars, jeeps etc have been included in the second category. The third category includes public service vehicles (buses, mini buses, coaches etc) and private and public carriers. 

Once the new ordinance is enforced, commuters caught with the unauthorized use of emergency or revolving lights or a distinctive sign (violating section 112-A) would be fined Rs2,000 while motorcyclists would be fined Rs500 for the same offence. Moreover, while the minimum fine for a violation committed by a motorcyclist used to be Rs50, this will be increased to Rs 200 from April 21, a senior traffic official said. The violation of [electronic or manual] traffic signals would result in a penalty of Rs200, Rs500 and Rs1,000 for category 1, 2 and 3 respectively. Several other violations, as mentioned in the new ordinance, would lead to fines of Rs300, Rs500, Rs750 and Rs1,000.

Transporters allege that new fines would give an opportunity to “corrupt traffic sergeants” for increasing their bribe rates. The traffic police chief said however, that transporters should “pay fines instead of bribing sergeants. The heavy fines will definitely ‘cure’ offenders and help reduce the number of traffic violations.”
“We have not suggested these fines; we are following the pattern of the Lahore traffic police,” he said, adding that an increase in the salaries of traffic police officials had also been recommended. This has already been done in Lahore, and a constable there now earns approximately Rs18,000. “If such incentives are given to the Karachi traffic police, there will be a big improvement,” he said. “We have also recommended the recruitment of 2,000 ASIs.”

S.No. Violations Motorcycle Motor Public Service/ Previous
Car/Jeep Transport Charges etc Vehicles or Private Public Carrier


1. Exceeding prescribed speed limit Rs 200 Rs. 500 Rs. 750 200
2. Carrying passengers in a public service vehicle exceeding permissible limit. - Rs 500 Rs. 750 100
3. Violation of traffic signal (electronic or manual). Rs 200 Rs 500 Rs 1000 200
4. Overloading a goods vehicle. - Rs 500 Rs. 500 100
5. Driving a motor vehicle at night without proper lights. Rs 200 Rs 300 Rs 500 100
6. Driving a motor vehicle on the wrong side of the road Rs 200 Rs 500 Rs 750 100
7. Driving a motor vehicle with tinted/covered glasses. - Rs 500 - 200
8. Violation of line/lane/zebra crossing etc. Rs 200 Rs 300 Rs 500 50
9. Plying a motor vehicle where and when prohibited. Rs 200 Rs 300 Rs 750 50
10. Obstructing traffic. Rs 200 Rs 500 Rs 1000 100
11. Reckless and negligent driving. Rs 300 Rs 500 Rs 1000 200
12. Driving a motor vehicle without a driving licence. Rs 200 Rs 500 Rs 1000 300
13. Using a pressure hour or musical horn. Rs 200 Rs 200 Rs 750 250
14. Emitting excessive smoke Rs. 200 Rs. 300 Rs. 750 200
15. Driving an unregistered Rs. 200 Rs. 500 Rs.1000 100
16. Driving in violation of age limit. Rs. 300 Rs. 500 Rs. 1000 350
17. Driving a motor vehicle without fitness certificate. - - Rs. 1000 100
18. Driving with or in violation of conditions of route permit. - - Rs. 1000 100
19. Riding a two wheel motorcycle without crash helmet. Rs.200 - - 50
20 Pillion riding by more than two persons. Rs. 300 - - 100
21. Uses of mobile phone while driving a motor vehicle. Rs. 200 Rs. 500 Rs. 1000 500
22. Non-fastening of seatbelt while driving. - Rs. 500 Rs. 750 250
23. Violation of parking rules Rs. 200 Rs. 500 Rs. 750 100
24. Repeating the same violation. Rs. 300 Rs. 500 Rs. 1000 400
25. Abatement of the above violation. Rs. 300 Rs. 500 Rs. 1000 400
26. Use of fancy number plates by motor vehicles. Rs. 300 Rs. 500 Rs. 1000 100
27. Violation of section 112-A. Rs.500 Rs. 2000 Rs. 2000 100
28. Violation of section-112 Rs. 200 Rs. 300 Rs. 500

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 13/04/2008)

300 modern bus stops to be built

KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal announced on Saturday that the city government would set up 300 modern bus stops by mid June under a public-private partnership scheme which would also ensure Rs 2 million in revenue to the city government annually. 

He visited development projects in Gulistan-e-Jauhar. An estimated Rs 700 million has so far been spent on the construction of roads, water and sewerage lines, street lights and parks and green belts. Two big roads, Jauhar Morr-Safoora Goth and Shamama Shopping Mall-Pehalwan Goth, have been completed and the construction of 15 internal roads in the area are part of the plan. 


Kamal said that construction of University Road from Jail Chowrangi to Hasan Square, 5000 Road, North Karachi, Shahra-e-Pakistan, Nagan Chowrangi Flyover and the bridge to link Superhighway to North Karachi and other projects will also be completed soon. He also reprimanded officers of the Works and Services Department for the delay in the construction of University Road.


The construction of corridor-II from Millennium Mall to Nagan Chowrangi and University Road from Mazaar-e-Quaid to Hasan Square had been handed over to the W&S Department. The city government has plans to make the whole corridor beautiful with greenery and plantation.


The nazim took notice of illegal parking at a portion from Jauhar Morr to Jauhar Chowrangi and directed EDO Municipal Services to remove all such hurdles and increase the patrol of community police on this corridor.

He also instructed them to confiscate all vehicles and pushcarts if found parked at the main road. People present blamed the police for allowing vendors to do their business at the main road by taking bribes on a daily basis.

(DailyTimes-B1, 13/04/2008)

Gulshan Flyover work halted

KARACHI: Work at the Gulshan Chowrangi Bridge has either stopped or slowed down a lot over the last two months.

The bridge is the part of signal-free corridor II. Well-placed sources in the works and services department said that termination letters are being issued to Techno International which had been awarded the contract to build the bridge. The contractor had ended the development work because the bill for the Hassan Square Chowrangi bridge had not been paid for nine months.

The project was started in October 2008, however, according to the contract it should have been completed by March 15, 2008. A chief engineer of Techo International, requesting anonymity, said, “We are ready to carry out the development work but some problems are arising.”


He claimed that Rs 50 million in bills were sitting with the finance department but this was not the real reason why work had stopped. A number of road accidents have taken places take place. Debris and other construction material is scattered near the bridge site along Rashid Minhas Road. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 14/04/2008)

Will hefty traffic violation penalties be of any help?

A recent development in the Capital City Police (Traffic), Karachi, that is, increasing the penalty for traffic violations, may not be enough to minimise these offences, said observers. 


The Sindh Government’s notification in this regard, as announced by the traffic police, will come into force from April 21, after which a heavy fine will be imposed on offenders. This has been particularly successful in the case of the Motorway Police, which by imposing heavy fines has reduced the frequency of violations to a great extent. However, the question is whether or not increasing the fine alone will help improve the traffic situation in the city or whether more needs to be done in this regard. 


The Motorway police that impose heavy fines are being paid high salaries, which as believed by many, is one of the main reasons why it is doing such a good job. However, in case of Karachi’s traffic police, the salary of a constable is around Rs6,000. Citizens as well as transporters accuse the traffic police of accepting bribes from the violators. In many cases, they let the offenders go for an amount as small as Rs20 or Rs50.

If such practices continue, an increase in penalty may not bring any changes. Moreover, it will be interesting to see if things remain unchanged as the same policemen will be performing their duties, which by far were not able to even contain the rate of violations let alone reducing the same.


The traffic police chief, in his interview to The News, suggested that people who complain that they are harassed for bribes should insist on paying fines rather than giving bribes to officers. Given the current traffic situation in the city, this is a simplistic statement from the Deputy Inspector General (DIG), Wajid Ali Khan Durrani as far as him expecting the commuters/transporters not to bribe the policemen.


However, one should still remain hopeful since an increase in the penalties is first step towards reformation. Additionally, the DIG also told The News that he has also recommended the recruitment of 2,000 Assistant Sub-Inspectors (ASI) as well an increase in the salaries of the personnel. The traffic police is following its counterparts in Lahore as the recruitment of new traffic wardens have already taken place and the salaries of policemen have been raised in addition to several other allowances given to them. Such incentives, said officials, will certainly help improve things here.

Meanwhile, the city’s traffic police seem to be helpless with their current abilities to streamline traffic. However, the aforesaid proposals, if considered, may bring the desired results or alternatives will have to be sought out by the Sindh Government. It will now depend on the Sindh Government to bring relief to the citizens either by considering these proposals and ensuring the facilities demanded by traffic police or by introducing their own policy.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 15/04/2008)

CNG-rickshaw owners protest against bank
HYDERABAD, April 15: A large number of CNG-rickshaw owners and drivers staged a demonstration outside the press club on Tuesday, accusing the rickshaw manufacturing company and the National Bank of Pakistan through which they [image: image13.jpg]


received the vehicles of supplying them with “useless machines that remained off the roads 15 days a month”.


Talking to journalists, the protesters’ leaders Ashiq Jamali and Dil Murad said that the rickshaws they had booked and purchased through the National Bank of Pakistan under the President’s Employment Scheme were a piece of scrap for which the poor and jobless people had deposited tens of millions of rupees with the bank as advance payment.


The machines remained off the roads for 15 days a month and the unemployed, to the serious disadvantage of the poor people who had paid Rs200,000 per rickshaw to feed their families. They said that they could no more pay instalments.


They said that even spare parts of the faulty rickshaws were not available in the market. They had been running from pillar to post and to get justice but no one was prepared to listen to them, they complained.

They demanded that the bank should return them advance payment without delay and regretted that could not even move the court because they had no money to pursue their case.

They warned that if the authorities concerned did not hold talks with them over their grievances within a week they would abandon their rickshaws outside the bank branches in Hyderabad.


Victimisation alleged: A trader leader has accused the leaders of Thatta chapter of the Pakistan People’s Party of subjecting him to political victimisation and warned if he did not get justice, his colleagues would observe a shutter-down strike in his hometown Mirpur Bathoro taluka.

Haji Habibullah Memon, president of Bathoro Traders Association said at a news conference at the press club on Tuesday that he had been chief polling agent for the Shirazi group, which was affiliated with Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid. After elections PPP leaders Ismail Soho, Dr Shams Shoro, Altaf Shoro and Asghar Soho pressurised him to change loyalty and join the PPP, he alleged.


He said that he was threatened with dire consequences and false cases when he refused. Some armed miscreants removed flags and posters of Shirazi group from his shop on April 13 at 11.15 pm and abused his nephew Ghulam Mustafa Memon, he said. Mr Memon said that he went to the police station to register an FIR as soon as he heard of the news but police refused to register his complaint arguing that removal of flags and posters was not a crime. He said that when he was returning home from the police station the same armed miscreants deprived him of Rs9,500 cash and a licensed repeater.

(Dawn-4, 16/04/2008)

Traffic police launch drive against over-speeding

Traffic police have been instructed to impose section 279 on the drivers for over-speeding with effect from April 15. The Deputy Inspector General of Police (Traffic), Karachi, Wajid Ali Khan Durrani issued this instruction while taking notice of 29 fatal accidents that took place in one month alone.


“This would be a special drive to control speed violations,” he said. However, he maintained that initially two vehicles with a device to check speed violations would be deployed at Mai Kolachi and Sunset Boulevard and later at Korangi Road where accidents occur more frequently due to over speeding.


Durrani was talking to an open forum on Wednesday at the office of Urban Resource Centre, an NGO that holds discussions on civic issues. He briefed the forum regarding the solutions he had proposed to higher authorities and the progress made so far in this regard. He said that he was working to induct 2,000 officers, passed from public service commission. He also proposed increasing salaries of traffic personnel and giving them some incentives that might help minimize corruption and yield good results.


He emphasized on the provision of Mass Transit System, saying, flyovers and underpasses would not solve the problem since a big city like Karachi where both population and vehicle growth was always on the rise should have proper Mass Transit System be it by means of buses or trains. He also stressed the need for deploying latest equipment and traffic control devices without which it would be difficult for his men to work efficiently.


Responding to a question regarding the recruitment of women traffic wardens, he said: “In the present situation where people often quarrel with policemen and even beat them, it won’t be a good idea to bring women”. Giving an example, he said there were cases when traffic sergeants were shot or hit with speeding vehicles while performing their duties. “This attitude of public doesn’t favour women recruitment. We can do it later once the new force is inducted and situation changes, for which we have been working,” he added.


Earlier, Durrani gave a detailed presentation on traffic and transport problems, hindrances on the part of other stakeholders and the current capability of the department. 

“In 2002, some 84 vehicles per day were added to traffic and that ratio has now reached 544 vehicles a day,” he informed, adding: “1.8mn vehicles are plying in the city while there are only 1,200 to 1,300 policemen to control and regulate traffic.” He further said that only 20,000 buses were plying in Karachi which happens to be the seventh biggest city of the world in terms of population.

(The News-14, 17/04/2008)

Existing parking spaces grossly misused in city

While the civic authorities strive to build parking plazas in the city, no efforts are being made to revive the existing parking areas that many shopping centres already have.


Many buildings, shopping plazas have their own parking spaces within the building but they are not being used for the same. In most cases, the parking area is either occupied by shops or godowns. Even if there is place for parking, only the office/shop bearers can park in that area while visitors are still left without parking spots.


A prime example is Gulf Shopping Mall, a shopping centre in Clifton, has its own parking in the basement but visitors are not allowed to park over there. Only the shop-keepers and owners can park in basement, thus defeating the purpose of having a parking area to begin with. Upon asking the management of the mall why parking is not allowed to visitors, it said that the space is quickly occupied by the shop-keepers, thus leaving no place for the visitors.


Shopping plazas in Saddar are faced with a similar predicament. Although many of these plazas have basements, these are more often than not grossly misused. In Zainab Market alone, there is considerable room for underground parking but that has been encroached upon by shops. As a result, hundreds of motorcycles can be seen parked along the road which further leads to traffic congestion. Moreover, vehicles are often double-parked which further causes traffic problems.


Another shopping plaza on M.A. Jinnah Road – the four-storey Gul Plaza Shopping Centre — although has enough parking space on its top floor, still the passage through which vehicles have to go through is so dangerous that people avoid parking inside the building. Only one ramp is being used for both the incoming and out-going vehicles. This makes it impossible for the two to cross each other especially at the U-turns that come into the way while going up to the fifth floor. The ramp is uneven and too broken for a car to pass in one attempt. Moreover, vehicles carrying luggage stand in the passageway to unload luggage. The entire situation has been brought to the notice of the concerned authorities but no action has been taken against the violators. Many say that the shops owners have arrived at a settlement with the authorities which allows them to carry on with these violations unabated. 

It is an open violation of building laws while the sole concerned authority – the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) — has turned a blind eye to this violation. The Chief Controller of Buildings (CCOB) was unavailable for comment in this regard.


Meanwhile the Parking and Terminal Management (PTM) – Department of Transport and Communication of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) — is busy with the numerous parking plaza projects that are to be built in the city. “There are about five projects of parking towers among which some are under construction while others are undergoing paperwork,” disclosed the District Officer (DO) PTM, Abdul Qadir. Revealing the future plans in this regard, the DO said that once the parking plaza in Lines Area is completed, a shuttle service will be introduced in the entire area. “Visitors will be encouraged to park in the plaza and use shuttles to get to their destination,” said Qadir. The same practice will be adopted on Tariq Road. Two parking towers will be built in the Jheel Park and shuttles will be employed for commuting to and from the plaza.


However, the official agreed that all this will not be easy. “Things need to be done keeping in mind the needs as well as the psyche of the masses,” he said. People do not want to make the extra effort to take a shuttle — they prefer taking their vehicle right up to their desired shop. “The only thing that can make this whole thing possible is enforcing the concerned law,” he added, referring to Section 144, according to which areas can be declared as no-parking zones.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 17/04/2008)

POL prices up by Rs 3

ISLAMABAD: The coalition government on Thursday increased the POL prices by Rs 3 per litre across the board except for kerosene which, on the one side, will push up the inflationary pressure and, on the other side, help Islamabad to narrow down its yawning fiscal deficit.


By jacking up the prices by around 7 per cent across the board, the prices of petrol (motor spirit) increased to Rs 65.81 per litre from Rs 62.81 per litre with immediate effect. The diesel prices jacked up to Rs 47.12 per litre from Rs 44.12 per litre. High Octane Blending Component prices increased by Rs 3 per litre and it went up to Rs 77.7 per litre. The prices of kerosene oil would remain unchanged at Rs 41.44 per litre. The light diesel prices jumped up to Rs 41.59 per litre after registering an increase by Rs 3 litre in its prices.

Talking to 'The News', Finance Minister Ishaq Dar said the country could not afford huge subsidy on the POL products as unpaid amount to oil differential claims by the previous regime was mounting with each passing day, creating a really difficult situation for the government.


The economic team has informed the prime minister that if tough measures are not taken, the fiscal deficit will hike to 9.5 per cent of the GDP by June 30, 2008 against the revised estimates of 6.5 per cent of the GDP.

"We are providing subsidy of Rs 22 per litre on diesel without passing its pressure onto the consumers and it is unmanageable for the national economy," Ishaq Dar said in an exclusive talk with The News here on Thursday night.


The oil price touched new heights in the international market as it went up to $115 per barrel on Wednesday, creating the most difficult situation for the developing countries such as Pakistan.

He added that it was not possible to pass on the whole burden to the masses by increasing the POL prices in accordance with the budgetary requirements. "We have proposed appropriate increase in the POL prices," he added.


Ishaq Dar said the regime could bridge a few billion rupees by jacking up the prices of POL products in the remaining two-and-a-half month period. Much of the loss has been done to the national economy by the previous rulers by not only freezing the POL prices but also understating the interest payment amounts and the incumbent regime inherited a difficult situation, he said.


The previous regime, he said, spent Rs 522 billion without any budgetary allocation and the national economy was really in a mess-like situation. "We have also told the WB and the IMF about the fiscal position of the country, which we inherited from the previous rulers," he said as he returned from Washington after attending the annual spring meeting of the IMF and World Bank on Thursday morning.


The fiscal position, he said, cannot allow deferment of tough measures, as it will aggravate the situation. Answering another query about preparation of targeted subsidy programme for vulnerable segments of the society, Dar said a detailed programme was under preparation, as the incumbent regime did not want measures such as taken by the previous rulers, which did not have a positive impact on the poor people.

The sources said the unpaid price differential claims owed by the oil companies stood at Rs 84 billion at the moment. The government is striving really hard to arrange financing for paying the price differential claims of the oil marketing companies.


The government's decision to jack up the POL prices by 5 to 7 per cent for the next 15 days would bring Rs 15 to 17 billion into the national kitty. But it will also push up inflationary pressure on low income and salaried class, who are already facing innumerable difficulties due to the spiralling prices.

(By Mehtab Haider, The News-1, 18/04/2008)

Petrol, diesel prices up by Rs 3


ISLAMABAD: The government on Thursday increased the prices of various petroleum products by Rs 3 per litre. New prices for a litre of petrol, HOBC fuel and light diesel oil are Rs 65.81, Rs 77.77 and Rs 41.59, respectively. 

The government increased fuel prices following a record surge in crude oil prices in the international market, which has jumped over $115 per barrel. 

The government has increased the prices of petroleum products in order to avoid any further subsidy to facilitate consumers.

However, the price of kerosene oil is unchanged. The government will continue providing a subsidy of Rs 22.54 per litre on kerosene oil and Rs 17.63 per litre on light diesel.


The new government faces heavy subsidy payments resulting in a budget deficit, and wants to reduce the burden of subsidy on the exchequer. 


The government is however being pressed by oil marketing companies to pay huge amounts in price differential claims. These companies claim they are facing problems in maintaining the stock due to financial difficulties followed by the non-payment of differential claims to them. 


Sources said the government had paid Rs 120 billion subsidies on petroleum products, to facilitate consumers, and that around Rs 126 billion in differential claims, including audited and un-audited, are still to be paid to the oil marketing companies. 


More rise: The government has planned to pass on the price hike to consumers gradually, and faces a 20 percent further rise in oil prices. 


The sources said the government would take one year to pass on the financial impact to consumers, if the current trend in the oil prices in international market continued.

(By Zafar Bhutta, DailyTimes-B1, 18/04/2008)

Regulations flouted, authorities turn a blind eye

The bus operators of the city seem completely oblivious to the traffic rules and regulations as they continue to flout them with impunity. A large number of public transport buses are plying in different areas of the city without authorised route permits, motor vehicle fitness certificates and other mandatory documents.


Not only this, most of them do not even bother acquiring these documents because they are unimportant to them. In this regard, various transporters, while talking to The News, alleged that corruption on part of the authorities concerned, be it the traffic police or Regional Transport Authority, compel them to do so. However, they admitted that they are also at fault for not having complete documents and operating their buses in violation of traffic bylaws.

Moreover, the transporters also alleged that without bribing the traffic police, it is impossible for them to bring their buses on the roads. They also asserted that whenever an issue is highlighted or legal notices are issued against these violations, the concerned authorities, instead of taking action, increase their bribe rates. Initially strict actions are taken against transporters to show as if they are vigilant but later the traffic police resort to their old ways.


It is pertinent to mention here that Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Traffic, Wajid Ali Khan Durrani also admitted in a discussion forum that some officers in the department are running a token system and he is after them. Under the token system, the Section Officer (SO) of a traffic section or his front man issues receipt of payment to bus drivers and owners and give concession to the same bus for the month.


The News spoke to the President, Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), Syed Irshad Bokhari, who revealed that “at present, most of the bus owners are running their vehicles under a token system, therefore, they do not bother about fitness of the vehicle or acquiring authorised route or driving permit,” he said. “The SOs and sergeants are appointed on the basis of bribes. Under such situation, one cannot expect them to perform their duties sincerely,” said Irshad. He admitted that bus owners pay Rs1,000 to Rs15,000 every month to every traffic kiosk on their route. “The sergeants keep registration numbers with them so that they know who has paid and who hasn’t,” Bokhari alleged. 


Regarding traffic accidents, he said that the vehicles impounded for being involved in accidents are released within 48 hours after inspection. Bokhari alleged that the motor vehicle inspector writes a particular report that makes the case look like an accident, but his rates are fixed and he takes Rs1,000 or above per case. In some incidents, the aggrieved party is compensated with Rs50,000 to Rs100,000 for settling the issue outside court. 


When asked why they do not acquire permits for their buses, Bokhari said that “in the Regional Transport Authority office, the bribe rate is higher than the route permit fee.” He further said that the penalty for not having a route permit is Rs100 but the sergeants harass drivers by saying that a challan of Rs500 can be issued after adding multiple offences. “They bargain for the extortion money. Thus, drivers pay them Rs50 or more to get away,” he alleged.


Replying to a question regarding overloaded mini buses and coaches he said, “I often defend transporters but personally I believe that small buses are not a solution to Karachi’s transport problems,” he explained. “I am strictly against the boarding of passengers on the roof of the buses and often fight with mini bus and coach owners. I am with the traffic police and city government in any campaign or drive against loading passengers on the roof tops of the buses,” said Bokhari. He also assured that the KTI will remain neutral on that ground and transporters will not call for a strike without consulting him. 


Regarding the poor fitness of buses, he said that Iranian diesel is being sold openly while sub-standard oil is also available in markets, which is the main cause of pollution. He admitted that transporters are also at fault as they buy cheap and sub-standard oil despite knowing the facts. However, he added that to stop this practice, the government should take action against those selling sub-standard oil.


Suggesting a solution for these transport problems, Bokhari said, “We proposed to the city government to take our old buses as an advance for the new CNG buses and we will pay the rest.” He further said that they also proposed a 10 per cent advance and 90 per cent loan but the government did not agree. According to Bokhari, an increase in oil the price corresponds to increase prices of Mobil oil and spare parts. Therefore, it is difficult for transporters to continue operation under the given conditions. Moreover, inflation has hit everyone adversely and not every transporter can buy the new costly CNG buses. “If the government agrees to cooperate, we will switch to CNG buses completely,” he promised.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 19/04/2008)

Historical bus terminal at PIB Colony on its last legs


KARACHI: Much to the dismay of transporters, the city’s oldest bus terminal, located in PIB Colony on Jehangir Road, is slowly being engulfed by encroachments with the support of the police and town administration.

[image: image14.jpg]



The terminal once saw the operation of around a hundred large diesel buses but over the course of time the stop has vanished from three major routes, the last one being 8-A. The city government’s recent move to ban public transport on the city’s busiest thoroughfare, the I.I. Chundrigar Road, has not only left transporters short of income but has also reduced the bustling activity at the historic terminal. 


The PIB Housing Society, more widely known as PIB Colony, was named after the second chief minister of Sindh, Pir Illahi Bux, appointed by Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah himself. Over 2,000 square yards of land was allocated to the bus terminal, with seating facilities under sheds, however, within the first two decades of the depot’s existence it started falling apart. 


“It was the first bus terminal in Karachi with facilities for commuters, drivers and ticket collectors, as well as covered lanes for parked buses, but all this vanished in the first two decades as no one paid attention to its maintain,” said Taufail, 65, who is now a time-keeper.


The bus terminal provided access to four major routes, 8-A, 8-C, 8-D and 8. Now only route 8, providing service from PIB Colony, through M.A. Jinnah Road to Mereweather Tower, is still in service. 


The previously active routes were from Lyari at Shershah, 8-A, Soldier Bazaar to Keamari, 8-C, and PIB Colony, through Saddar and I.I. Chundrigar Road, to Mereweather Tower, 8-D. 


Syed Ashraf Ali, a driver on a route 8 bus, told Daily Times on Friday that presently there are only 16 buses left on the route which are 45 to 65 year old Bedford buses. “During the last 25 years I have not seen any development on this terminal and not a single government in this period has spent a single paisa to revive its original shape.”

He added that there were five bus lanes leading in and out of the terminal but during the last few years, one of the lanes has been occupied by over 50 pushcarts and makeshift stalls. No one has taken action against this. 

“The political affiliation of encroachers gives them a free hand to run their businesses, including that of spicy food and some stalls of second-hand books, on our land,” he said. 

He added that, however, the worst problem in the vicinity is that of sanitation, as the concerned union council does not take steps to maintain cleanliness on a regular basis. “It is us, the bus owners and operators that collect donations to arrange the cleaning of the area.”


Another bus operator grieved that due to the closure of the 8-A buses around 70 people, including drivers and conductors, lost their job. “It is the responsibility of the concerned town and union council to provide facilities to commuters facing hardship in the hot summer with no seating arrangements or sheds,” he said. 


Munna Bhai, another bus driver bus said that before his associates could construct a room for the time-keepers in the vicinity of bus terminus, the area police constructed a picket fence around the designated spot. 

He also mentioned that in the evening, the entire surrounding becomes congested due to the large number of visitors that come to the two nearby hotels, and the buses are unable to enter the terminal amidst the rush and the illegal parking. 


All Karachi Bus Owners Association Chairman Irshad Bukhari told Daily Times that the Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town administration had decided to demolish the historical bus terminal after the closure of the 8-A buses some two years ago. “We condemned this and protested on the removal of this terminal and after finally getting City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to intervene, the town administration finally withdrew its plans.”

He added that the PIB Colony bus terminal was the only depot in the city as well as the whole country, with all types of commuter facilities. 


During the last 60 years, only one former MNA, Zuhair Akram Nadeem, spent money on the development of this terminus, during 1979 and 80. He demanded the city government and town administration to develop the bus terminals in their respective areas with potable water, toilets, proper sanitation and other civic facilities, as it is their responsibilities.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 19/04/2008)

CNG rickshaws

Rozgar scheme more bane than a boon
ISLAMABAD, April 19: Launched under the slogan of providing jobs to the poor in September 2006, the President’s Rozgar Scheme has emerged as a burden on the people in the Rawalpindi region, as CNG rickshaws financed under the programme have turned out to be fraught with manufacturing faults.


The National Bank of Pakistan has delivered 47 rickshaws in the Rawalpindi region so far. However, its offices have sought an immediate halt to the scheme until the manufacturers remove the faults.

Sources told Dawn that market and client feedback received by the bank had found that instead of benefiting the poor clients, the scheme had inflicted losses on them. Majority of the vehicles distributed under the scheme are now off the road within just a year of their distribution.


According to the feedback, the rickshaws are suffering from abnormal engine heat expulsion besides producing abnormal busting sound, like a tractor.

The three-wheeler has no capacity to propel and pull on steep roads and loses motion frequently. It also suffers from frequent clutch cable breaking, leakage of engine oil and wiring breakdown, according to the complaints received by the bank.


There are also complaints about the vehicle’s body getting rust with the paint fading too fast. Its acceleration system is also said to be defective. It has no pick up capacity and cannot run over 20 kilometers per hour in fourth gear.

The bank has also found that in fact no shock-observers had been fitted in the vehicles which created problems for the drivers and commuters even on smooth roads. The gas kits are also believed to be non-tunable besides the issue of shafts and cross jams.

(By Sher Baz Khan, Dawn-2, 20/04/2008)

CNG buses disappear in a haze
ISLAMABAD, April 20: A consortium which launched a CNG bus service between the twin cities in February with 10 buses has folded up the service in protest.

Dawn learnt on Sunday that the Midway Consortium has informed the Capital Development Authority (CDA) that it was no more interested in operating the service.


CDA sources said the owner of the consortium was interested in setting up his own high-pressure gas stations for his promised 300-bus fleet and quit when the CDA refused.

It is said the consortium was pressed into launching the service in haste because the CDA bosses wanted to take credit for introducing CNG buses before a new elected government took power.


With the bus service closing before really taking off, the CDA bosses may lose face and the private consortium the profits it would have looking for on its Rs2 billion investment. However the real losers will be tens of thousands low-income people who have to commute between Islamabad and Rawalpindi daily and were looking forward to a good bus service.


A senior CDA official said if the Midway Consortium had been allowed to establish its own CNG stations, it would have concentrated less on running the bus service and more on running the filling stations.

However, the owner of the consortium, Shaikh Mureed Hussain, said his bus service required special gas stations as the CNG buses could not be filled at ordinary, low-pressure gas stations. “I had told CDA that I will suspend the bus service if four or five big CNG stations were not established in the capital city,” he said.

It takes 20 minutes to refill a bus at high-pressure CNG station and four hours at ordinary stations, according to him.

His present 10-bus fleet depended on a single high pressure CNG station located near Pir Vadhai. That would be insufficient for his planned 300-bus fleet and so the CDA had promised to allow him construct a terminal for the Midway Consortium in Sector I-11. But the CDA backed out on the promise, he said.

The bus service was launched by the consortium and the CDA jointly on February 11 without entering into a formal agreement and providing necessary infrastructure. According to the verbal understanding the firm was to start the service with 50 buses, to be increased to 300 in three years.

(By Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn-5, 21/04/2008)

Transporters to park buses on roads in protest


KARACHI: Public and commercial transport owners are set to meet on Monday to finalize a future strategy in response to the increase in fuel prices and the fixation of a heavy penalty on the violations of traffic rules and regulations. If the issues are not resolved by Monday, transporters have threatened to go on a protest by parking all their vehicles on the streets
of Karachi.


Sindh Goods Trucks and Trailers Owners’ Association (SGTTOA) General Secretary Malik Javed Awan told Daily Times that an increase in fines will only “boost corruption”.

He further said that the SGTTOA will not only attend the meeting but will also endorse all decisions taken by the transporters’ fraternity. The government should take corrupt traffic personnel to task rather than reintroducing black laws that create problems for the transporters, who then become “easy prey”.


Section officers at SITE and Mai Kolachi do not allow vehicles to pass through if the drivers do not pay “entry fees” of Rs 200 and Rs 500 respectively. The posts of section officer and hawaldar in these areas are sold at Rs 150,000 and Rs 75,000 respectively, he alleged.


Karachi Transport Ittehad General Secretary and Muslim Mini Bus Owners Association President Saad Mehmood Afridi said that the caretaker government has sent a summary on the increases in fines against traffic violations to the Sindh governor. This has been approved and the traffic police have been directed to charge violators according to the new scheme.


Afridi said that the transporters protested the imposition of the new scheme and Sindh Transport Minister Akhtar Jadoon assured them in a meeting on April 15 that the government will withdraw the directives, but, new challan books have been issued to all sections in the city with instructions to ensure strict compliance from Monday.


Afridi further claimed that the traffic police are paid to ensure a smooth flow of traffic, but, they are involved in corruption. Similarly, he claimed, motor vehicle inspectors receive their share during fitness examinations at venues in Baldia Town.


Two days earlier, a delegation of transporters contacted the advisor to the transport minister, who assured them that the issue of high fines will be reconsidered and withdrawn, but, it seems as if the issue will not be resolved. He revealed that the transporters are set to meet Monday to finalize their future plans to overcome the issues of high fuel prices and fines.

Afridi said that according to the new scheme, the police have been directed to charge Rs 500 if passengers are seated on the rooftops of buses. Similarly, a fine of Rs 500 is to be charged if fitness certificates and road permits are missing during checking or if passengers are loaded beyond the approved capacity. A fine of Rs 1,000 is to be imposed for violating signals and overtaking. Speeding will result in a penalty of Rs 1,000 while attending a mobile phone while driving will call for a penalty of Rs 750.


Fuel prices have been increased thrice in a short period, making it difficult for the transporters to keep their vehicles on the roads. Increases in transport fares were never a solution, making a subsidy on diesel necessary, since costs of maintenance and spare parts also go up. However, it is only the common man who is affected at the terminal end of the price hike. Reflective of this are the quarrels between passengers and conductors, which have become a routine matter, Afridi commented.


Afridi warned that if the issue is not resolved by Monday, transporters will go on a protest by parking all their vehicles on the streets of Karachi.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 21/04/2008)

Car pool, anyone?

With nearly 540 vehicles adding to the city’s traffic every day, it isn’t hard to imagine what the situation in the city will be like in the next two years. It is obvious that flyovers and underpasses can facilitate vehicular traffic. However, the traffic congestion in the overcrowded downtown cannot be eased this way and the on-going development projects worth billions of rupees will do too little too late for our traffic situation.


Given the omnipresent delays by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in the completion of the Mass Transit projects compounded by the inefficiency of the traffic police, it is high time the Karachiites showed some concern and take necessary measures on their own. 


One of the major reasons for traffic jams in the city is the increasing number of private vehicles and commuters. This is because for most citizens of the city, public transport is nothing short of a nightmare. If someone can afford a motorcycle or a four-wheeler, they generally avoid public transport even if it is cheaper.


Instead of waiting for a miracle to happen, we should consider how we can reduce the number of vehicles. Let’s take for example, I. I. Chundrigar Road, Sharae Faisal, M. A. Jinnah Road and University Road, the four busiest thoroughfares in the city. These roads remain busy and congested due to a large number of businesses (both public and private sector) and educational institutes situated there. 


Almost every employee or student has their own car or motorcycle. What makes the situation even more complicated is that while these drivers are at work or in their school/university, the vehicle is parked on the main road as parking is not available in most of these places. Due to these parked cars, there is traffic congestion.

In such a situation, it may not be a bad idea to switch to a pick-and-drop facility rather than travelling in one’s own vehicle. For example, the schools located along Sharae Faisal can make a decision saying that no student is allowed to come in his/her private car but should use school vans instead. This way, the traffic congestion on Sharae Faisal that one can observe near Nursery every day between 12.00 p.m. and 1.00 p.m., will be significantly eased. 


Similarly, all offices on I. I. Chundrigar Road can provide pick-and-drop services to their employees — in fact some are already doing that. If this happens, the busiest commercial street that has hardly any parking space can become congestion-free. Moreover, if the University of Karachi, NED University of Engineering and Technology and others on the same routes increase the number of university buses and facilitate each and every student with the varsity’s own transport, scores of vehicle that add to the traffic congestion on main University Road will be off the road.

The transportation charges in this regard can be deducted from the salaries of the employees or the same can be added to the tuition fees as transportation charges. In case the organisations do not provide this facility, the employees or students should arrange for carpools for commuting.


If Karachiites do this, the number of vehicles parked along these busy streets will go down. Moreover, the number of vehicles on the road will also decrease while the owners will be able to breathe a sigh of relief as they will not have to worry about finding parking space.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 22/04/2008)

New traffic violation fines not being imposed

Shehri, a non-governmental organisation, has protested against non-implementation of recently introduced increased amount of fines for traffic violations. 


In a press release issued on Wednesday, a spokesman for the NGO said that fines were not being collected under the latest amendment to the Motor Vehicles Ordinance introduced on March 17. 

He said that against the interest of public, the unscrupulous elements seemed to have convinced the officials at provincial transport department and traffic police not to implement the provisions of the recently introduced amendment to the Motor Vehicles Ordinance. 


The spokesman said that much of the congestion and chaos on the roads was owing to drivers blatantly contravening simple traffic rules.  “Fines must be heavy to have a deterrent effect,” said the press release adding that in other countries, heavy penalties (US $ 500 for running a “STOP” sign), confiscation of licence, increase in insurance rates, and days in jail (Saudi Arabia) have had the salutary effect of reducing accidents and keeping the traffic moving.

(The News-14, 24/04/2008)

City’s mass transit system needs a jump start

Despite the promises made by the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, regarding the import of CNG buses, the Mass Transit Department has failed miserably to take any steps. In fact, the department has been unable to provide a single CNG bus in the last two years, officials claim.


The officials of the Mass Transit Department have claimed that every time a new proposal of CNG buses is put in front of the City Nazim, the project turns out to be quite costly in the end. Moreover, officials requesting anonymity said that the Mass Transit Department has always discouraged local transporters, the reasons of which are best known to the Mass Transit Director General, Malik Zaheerul Islam, who been holding the post for the last 27 years but has allegedly been unable to bring in any kind of buses. Furthermore, the City Nazim has given the charge of Executive District Officer (EDO) Transport to Zaheerul Islam but there are still no signs of the CNG buses.


The Buss Rapid Transit system is also under the carpet over which the Mass Transit officials are reluctant to comment. In fact, the department has been so far unable to commission the Karachi Mass Transit (KMT) for practical purposes as the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) system has been declared a failure. After this, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is considering two options that have been named as New Model. In its defence, the CDGK officials said that the BOT system has not been very successful all over the world, especially as far as the mass transit project is concerned. Moreover, the BOT system is an expensive affair for private parties as it requires huge investment. 


On the other hand, sources said that there are reports that Mass Transit projects all over the world are subsidised by the government, therefore, the government has now decided to work on two options and for this two new models are being studied and prepared. The first option is to have the Sindh government fund the project while partial funding will be done by the CDGK. The second model is that an infrastructure will be built by the CDGK and for operation it will be handed over to a private party. 


The sources further revealed that the Malaysian government has shown interest to build Karachi Mass Transit (KMT) and has asked for sovereign guarantee from the Government of Pakistan. Meanwhile, the high-ups in CDGK have taken this matter to the Ministry of Economic Affairs division, which has asked the Finance Department to submit a detailed report in this regard. Moreover, the city nazim and senior CDGK officials have also held a meeting in Islamabad for the purpose.

(The News-20, 25/04/2008)

Confusing signals

THE decision of the Sindh government to reconstitute two vital components of the City District Government Karachi and the refusal of the CDGK to comply with the orders has indeed added to the uncertainty that prevails in the province regarding what may or may not lie ahead. If anything, it is ominous. However, it all happened when leaders from both the PPP and the MQM were meeting to sort out their differences and taking the latter onto the bandwagon of the ruling coalition. In fact, the rival CDGK notification almost coincided with the statement of the MQM delegation that the talks had progressed smoothly and that ‘something good’ was likely to come out of it. Obviously the two parties have yet to reach an understanding. Technicalities apart, the decision of the Sindh government to reconstitute the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the Karachi Building Control Authority appeared to have a political undertone. PPP leaders — though not the central leadership itself — have been talking about turning back the clock on the existing local governance system. Besides, there has also been talk about the perceived need to clip the powers that nazims had been given under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance 2001.


The fear in certain quarters that the wrangling may put further strain on the fragile equation between the two parties is not totally unfounded. Though at the time of the earlier decisions — 2002 for KWSB and 2004 for KBCA — the CDGK was not being headed by the MQM, the recent developments clearly pit the two parties against each other. That the provincial government chose to move ahead with the nazim’s summary dismissal from the management of the two bodies through an executive order instead of taking the more prudent route of amending the relevant ordinance is also a matter of debate. This in itself has the potential to snowball into something ugly given the uncertain scenario prevailing in Sindh, more so in its urban centres from where the MQM has been returned to the assemblies in numbers. It is in the interest of the ruling party to take a broader national view of the existing system. It may have its logic behind a possible reversal, but decisions taken in any single province will render them predisposed to accusations of bias and political one-upmanship. And when that province happens to be Sindh, with all its peculiarities, the need to tread carefully becomes that much more imperative.

(Dawn-7, 27/04/2008)

I.I. Chundrigar declared no-parking zone


A major arterial thoroughfare of the city, I.I. Chundrigar Road, has been declared a ‘no-parking zone’ for every sort of vehicle to ensure free flow of traffic. When contacted, DIG Traffic, Wajid Ali Khan Durrani, said that, from Monday, the directive to declare I.I. Chundrigar Road a ‘no-parking zone’ would be strictly implemented. Six vehicle lifters of the traffic department would patrol the road at any given time to catch and lift the vehicles violating the ban, he maintained. He said that violators of the ban would face heavy penalties and added that, besides the effort to ensure the free flow of traffic, the main thoroughfare has been declared a no-parking zone due to ‘security threats’ given that the offices of many major organisations were established at the road.

(The News-13, 27/04/2008)

Muddled-up mass transport
WITH barely a third of Indians living in cities, urban transportation, especially inter-city mass transportation, has never really excited decision-makers. Most politicians, both at the centre and in the states, are focused on rural areas and ministers consequently allocate large chunks of money for projects in sectors like agriculture and irrigation, subsidies for fertilisers, free power to farmers, and now rural employment.


While Mumbai was fortunate enough to inherit an extensive – and relatively efficient – suburban railway network, built by the colonial rulers almost a century and a half ago, a majority of Indian cities are woefully equipped to handle mass transportation.


The rich, of course, have their own personal vehicles and top politicians and bureaucrats are also ferried around cities in chauffeured cars. The poor prefer to pitch a shack near their work place – which soon gets regularised – so they don’t have to travel far in most Indian cities.


But it is the middle-class that bears the brunt of the burden, with commuters travelling in over-crowded trains and buses, unsafe cycles, scooters, motor-cycles, or auto-rickshaws, and having to spend a huge amount of money and time on long-distance travel daily.


Mumbai’s two suburban railway systems handle over six million passengers daily and are among the most profitable sectors for the Indian Railways. Yet, the authorities fail to invest in upgrading services. Lack of funding means there are an inadequate number of over-bridges, forcing thousands of passengers to rush across railway tracks.


Every year, over 3,000 people get killed on the tracks in Mumbai, and except for feeble pleas on the public announcement systems, the authorities have not really got down to tackling this problem.


Other metros and cities don’t even have a decent mass transport system; Kolkata’s notoriously delayed metro has failed to improve the public transportation network. In Bangalore – which prides itself on being India’s high-tech capital and Silicon Valley – millions of commuters are at the mercy of an unreliable state-owned bus system.


Economic reforms and growing urbanisation saw the central government and some state governments pay lip service to public transportation. The Delhi Metro, the first modern rapid mass transit system built in post-Independence India, promised to change all that. Thanks to the efforts of one man, E. Sreedharan, the managing director of the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), and his fierce resistance to political and bureaucratic interference, the Delhi Metro is today an outstanding showpiece for urban transportation.

* * * * *


THE success of Delhi Metro has triggered off a spate of such projects across India, including in Mumbai, Bangalore and Hyderabad. Other cities are also clamouring for metro rail projects.


The Planning Commission, a few years ago, had envisaged that 35 cities with a population of over one million-each, would need metro rail systems like the one in Delhi. However, considering the huge costs involved – it costs DMRC $45 million to roll out a kilometre of the line – the government scaled down the ambitious projections; only cities with a population of over three million are now likely to get such systems.


Work on the first phase of the Mumbai Metro – taken up as a public private partnership initiative – has already begun, but is proceeding at a painstakingly slow pace. The Maharashtra government now wants future metro projects in the city to be executed by a state-owned agency, not by private partners.


With half a dozen Indian cities planning to set up mass rapid transit systems, almost $15 billions are expected to be invested in them over the next few years. Metro systems are expensive and commuter fares are also relatively high, especially when compared to railway fares.


Indian Railways, which has over the years succeeding in snuffing out any challenges to its monopoly, tried its best to prevent the emergence of autonomous corporations to manage metros, on the lines of Delhi Metro. But its efforts failed; even the Maharashtra government refused to succumb to pressures and allowed the Mumbai Metro to opt for standard gauge tracks – as against broad gauge used by the railways – as they are the most popular around the world.


The second phase of the Delhi Metro – costing about $4.25 billion – is now proceeding apace. The government is keen that the project covering 120 km be completed before the start of the Commonwealth Games in the national capital in October 2010.


Despite the huge investments involved – and the relatively low fares that are charged – the DMRC has been making profits, thanks to the commercial exploitation of land along side the metro line. Shopping malls, office complexes and other facilities are being built along the route, and the corporation gets hefty rents for the units.


The Indian government now provides a viability gap funding (VGF) for public private partnership initiatives in building metros – offering 20 per cent of the cost by way of soft loans. Metro networks operate on the ground, at an elevation and underground as well. In crowded cities like Mumbai it will mostly be at an elevation, or even run underground.


* * * * *


A SIGNIFICANT anti-metro lobby has also emerged in India of late. Many of those opposed to metros as mass rapid transit systems claim they are too expensive, take a lot of time to build and the fares are also steep.

One of the alternatives they propose is the bus rapid transport system (BRTS), which envisages separate and exclusive lanes for speedy movement of public buses. The BRTS has been successful in many Latin American countries, so its proponents argue that it could very well prove to be the answer to India’s urban transportation woes.

However, last week saw the disastrous take-off of yet another BRTS system in an Indian city — in Delhi. A 5.6-km-long corridor for exclusive movement of buses created chaotic conditions on Delhi’s roads, forcing the state government to freeze all such developments for the time being.


The BRTS might have been a success in a few Latin American and Asian cities, but on India’s roads it can end up as a nightmare, primarily because of lack of road discipline. In Pune, where it was introduced last year, it has been a massive failure, yet the authorities continue pouring money into it. The politician-contractor lobby is powerful in many Indian cities, and lobbies for projects such as the BRTS that are ostensibly aimed at benefiting the poor


In Mumbai, the civic authorities are still pushing ahead with plans for a 30-km-long BRTS corridor, but despite repeated claims of its imminent launch, it has failed to take-off. Despite the disastrous experience with Pune’s BRTS, many state governments – and even the central urban development ministry – are pitching for such systems.


Basically, a system like the BRTS cannot succeed in India, as it is impossible to prevent other road-users — including cyclists, two-wheeler riders, auto-rickshaws, and private cars, taxis and even trucks and private buses – from using the corridor, or parking their vehicles on it. In Pune, the authorities tried posting personnel to prevent other vehicles from using the exclusive route meant for public buses.

However, it has proven to be a failure, as it is impossible to monitor a 30-km stretch, even during the peak hours. As the other lanes on the busy roads are congested, vehicles inevitably try to use the BRTS corridors for speedier movement. But in the process, the public buses get delayed.


Some of the most prominent votaries of the BRTS are government and civic officials, many of who have managed to wangle junkets to South America and the Far East, ostensibly to study the functioning of the systems there.


Many ministers, secretaries, mayors and municipal commissioners — besides the odd NGO representative — have undertaken expensive trips at the cost of the tax-payer to distant lands in search of a remedy to the urban transportation ills of India. The average urban commuter, however, continues to suffer amidst all this confusion.

(By Anand Kumar, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-V, 28/04/2008)

Construction of bridge in Gizri stayed

KARACHI, April 28: A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justices Mrs Qaiser Iqbal and Syed Mehmood Alam Rizvi on Monday stayed the construction of the Gizri overhead bridge on a petition filed by the area residents.

The bench issued the order on a petition filed by Salma Iqbal Chundrigar and 12 other residents of the DHA Phase V against the construction of an overhead bridge from Submarine Chowrangi to Khayaban-i-Tanzeem over main Gizri Road, DHA V.


Petitioners contended that they were being deprived of their legitimate right to protection from nuisance, pollution and other natural corollaries of commercialisation by the Defence Housing Authority in violation of the Environment Protection Act 2002 and that no prior notice had been issued to the area residents regarding its construction.

(Dawn-17, 29/04/2008)

Suddle responsible for parking muddle as mafias raise their charges

The new chief of police in Sindh, Dr Shuaib Suddle, made his mark on the people of Karachi by ordering that I.I. Chundrigar Road be declared a no-parking area. Suddles orders came without making any alternate arrangements for the thousands of cars that park in the vicinity of this road. 


As a result of this clearly short-sighted move, which has been done ostensibly to ensure that the IG’s passage to his office from his official residence is without incident, members of the parking mafia active on the road have raised the charges they levy on people wishing to use their informal parking system by as high as 100 per cent, complained car owners. “Praise be to Suddle,” commented one parking “attendent,” who claims he pays 50 per cent of his earnings to local policemen as “Bhatta”, or protection money.


When contacted by The News, DIG Traffic, Karachi, Wajid Durrani commented that alternative parking arrangements “are not our headache,” and that people had adjoining streets and lanes to park their vehicles. 

Side lanes on Monday were mostly blocked due to the heavy influx of cars and parking mafias occupied pavements in different parts of I.I. chundrigar Road, while police officials spent the entire day in arguments with irate motorists. 


Wajid Durrani, who is close to Suddle, is responsible for overseeing one of the worst periods in the city’s traffic history. Under his tenure as chief of traffic police, corruption and lawlessness on roads has increased manifold. In an unusually insensitive remark, Durrani told The News that, “Companies should give them pick and drop service as several multi-national companies can afford that. They should have their own parking places like the National Bank.” 


The DIG Traffic added that parking on the main road was a nuisance that had to be rectified but did not comment on the parking mafias that operate in these areas, earning millions every month from hapless motorists with there being no proper parking system in place. 


Now, the parking mafias have taken over the pavements of I.I. Chundrigar Road. On this, Durrani promised that, in the second stage of their plan, they would take action against this activity. “But, in the first place, we are only concentrating on the illegal practice of parking on the road.”


All day Monday, the Karachi Traffic police did not let motorists to park their vehicles on I.I. Chundrigar Road, forcing them to park their cars and motorbikes on pavements, adjoining streets or places far away from their workplaces.

Those having workplaces and businesses on the road criticised the authorities for failing to provide or even identify an alternate parking space, which meant they had to park their vehicles several kilometers away from their offices.


Officers and personnel of not only the concerned traffic section but also from the Operations Branch as well as Community Police were deployed to get the IG’s ‘directives’ implemented. The city’s most busy thoroughfare presented the look of a high-security zone on Monday.


Interviews with traffic police officials revealed that the decision to make I.I Chundrigar Road ‘parking free’ was of new Inspector General (IG) of Sindh Police Dr Shoaib Suddle who directed the DIG Traffic Wajid Durrani to implement the his orders from April 28.


“Actually, this is not the plan or decision of the traffic police; that’s why you are observing so many problems being faced by the motorists,” an ASI posted on the road told The News on condition of anonymity.


Admitting that people were compelled to park their vehicles on pavements and adjoining streets, leaving little room for pedestrians, he said that the Traffic Police, including their ‘boss’ DIG Traffic Police Wajid Durrani, was only following directives from high-ups.


When asked about any alternate parking arrangement for people who had workplaces and businesses situated on the I.I Chundrigar Road, he said either there was none or he was not aware of any, adding that they had only been asked not to let any vehicle park on the road.


According to him, as none of the buildings on the city’s busiest road had their own parking arrangements, it was unwise to declare the road parking-free so suddenly. He went as far as to offer an apology if these directives were creating hardships for the people. He conceded that parking vehicles and motorbikes on pavements was also against the traffic by-laws, but said that if they take action against the move, it would further infuriate the people as there was no other place in the surroundings for them to get their vehicles parked.


The traffic police official said there were several other issues associated with the move to make I.I Chundrigar Road parking-free, but said that he could not comment on that as they were only following directives without raising any objections.


During interviews with several other traffic police personnel, it transpired that many of them were actually posted on other traffic sections of the city but they were ordered to perform duties on I.I Chundrigar Road from Monday and assist the local traffic section officials. Personnel of the traffic and regular police, as well as the community police, were deployed on the road to assist the locals.


An official of a local bank, who used to park his vehicle in front of his workplace on the road, said that he had to park near the National Museum and take a long walk back to his office as traffic police personnel did not let him to park his vehicle at the usual place.


Criticising the authorities, he said that there must be some alternate arrangements for parking once they take such decisions as it not only causes hardships to vehicle-owners but they also remain concerned about the security of their vehicles. “A couple of weeks back, several cars parked near the National Museum were set ablaze by miscreants, one of which belonged to one of my colleagues. On several occasions, I have heard people complaining that drug-addicts steal various items from the cars parked at isolated places” he maintained.


What is interesting is that Dr Suddle has ordered no action against the parking mafias that operate at a stone’s throw from his office on I.I. Chundrigar Road. A whole street that runs parallel to I.I. Chundrigar Road upto Habib Bank Plaza has been taken over by parking mafias who do not let anyone park their cars in the area. They say that they have the support of the local police station, and, for this service, they pay millions in protection money to the area police station. “He (Suddle) is only interested in his drive from his home to his workplace and back,” commented one angry car owner, adding “so much for the ‘Super Cop.’”

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 29/04/2008)

2-stroke rickshaw owners regret changing engines


KARACHI: Owners of the new 4-stroke CNG rickshaws are regretting switching from their 2-stroke engines as the new ones not only have a short lifespan but also develop operating faults every other day. Not a single one of these engines has managed to escape engine repair in each two-month cycle, they claimed.


The decision to convert their rickshaws came after a Sindh High Court ruling that the government must curb pollution caused by 2-stroke rickshaws in three years. As a result under the Sindh government scheme, more than 13 companies have emerged on the scene and more than 55 would soon join.


The governor relaxed the deadline till 2010, allowing owners of 2-stroke rickshaws extra time to either replace or convert their rickshaws. The Sindh Transport Authority invited parties interested in the business of 4-stroke rickshaws, of which 13 came up and started importing 4-stroke rickshaws from China. Presently, all brands are locally assembled.


Karachi Rickshaw, Taxi, Yellow and Black Cab Owners Association claimed to have converted half a dozen 2-stroke rickshaws into 4-stroke CNG rickshaws by fitting them with Bajaj-branded CNG engines, purchased from a Lahore-based manufacturer. However, other people in the rickshaw business refuted the claim, saying that there is no such industry in Lahore. The engines have either been imported or smuggled into Pakistan from the Gulf states.


Rickshaw dealer Arshad Tannoli told Daily Times that the front body of many 4-stroke CNG rickshaws are made of fiberglass, while the remaining are made of a thin sheet of iron. These vehicles have a resale value of merely 50 percent, he said, adding that if he sold a vehicle for Rs 200,000 and had to repurchase it two days later, he would pay not more than Rs 100,000.


City Motors owner and 2-stroke Rickshaw Dealers’ Association General Secretary Ghulam Mustafa Tannoli told Daily Times that it is a conspiracy to eliminate 2-stroke rickshaws, which number half a million in the city, and transport policy makers have recklessly forced the import of 4-stroke CNG rickshaws, which have no durability.


No one in his right mind will buy these feeble engines of his own free will, save new and inexperienced transporters, who are currently the only victims of this ridiculous scheme. After their experience, they categorically agree that doing so was a mistake, he claimed. They must spend at least Rs 3,000 each month on maintenance, in addition to monthly installments to the leasing bank. 

“It is a serious mockery of the unaware, the new buyers, and a heavy burden on the national exchequer. Who pays for this eventually? Naturally, the common man, who has to pay for his own transport,” he commented.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 29/04/2008)

SHC halts work on Gizri flyover


KARACHI: Allowing interim relief to the residents of Gizri area, a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) issued on Monday an order of restraint and notices for May 9 to respondents including the Defence Housing Authority and Clifton Cantonment Board. Salma Iqbal Chundrigar and other residents moved the SHC through their counsel, Naeem Iqbal Advocate, challenging the construction of a flyover at Submarine Chowrangi. The petitioners maintained that the executing authorities started work without an environmental assessment study. Objections from the general public were also not invited and the project is likely to affect the rights of property owners. Deep digging was being carried out by workers, endangering the structure of the houses of the petitioners, said the petition. The bench, after hearing the counsel for petitioners, ordered a halt in construction, issuing notices to the respondents for May 9.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/04/2008)

Parking-free I.I. Chundrigar Road claims its first victim

A journalist associated with The News became the first victim of the fallout of making I.I Chundrigar Road “parking-free” when his brand-new car was stolen on Monday night. He was compelled to park his vehicle far away from his office given the new rules.


Although no traffic jam was witnessed on I.I Chundrigar Road on Monday and Tuesday after the city traffic police, on the directives of the new Inspector General Police (Sindh) Dr Shoaib Suddle, declared the road parking-free, people were forced to park their vehicles either on pavements or at a long distance from their offices.


Police sources revealed that the move to declare one of the city’s main arteries parking-free was taken following threats to the new IGP Sindh and to provide him a safe passage, but at the cost of extreme nuisance to the people whose workplaces and businesses are located on I.I Chundrigar Road.


The News staffer Ali Akbar Khawar said that he used to park his vehicle near his office in the adjoining street on I.I Chundrigar Road. However, on Monday, the first day that parking was banned on the street, owing to a rush of vehicles on his usual parking spot, he was compelled to park his Suzuki Mehran (APM-168) car on a street away from his office building.


“At around 11.30 p.m., I went to the parking spot to get back home, but, surprisingly, my vehicle was gone. Initially, I thought of the traffic police, but later the my tracker company informed me that my vehicle had been stolen and they lost trace of the vehicle near Jail Chowrangi,” he informed.


Interestingly, DIG Traffic Police Wajid Durrani had cited security as one of the reasons for declaring I.I Chundrigar Road parking-free. However, there seems to be no security in adjoining areas that will obviously see an influx of vehicles looking to park.


Morever, right after the IGP Sindh Dr Shoaib Suddle left his office in Central Police Office on I.I Chundrigar Road, the traffic police personnel were found relaxed and scores of vehicles were seen parked along I.I Chundrigar Road after 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday.


Many people have bitterly criticised the DIG Traffic for his remarks that “identifying alternative parking arrangements is not our headache and motorists should park their vehicles on adjoining lanes and streets”, saying how could an important official suggest such an “inane” solution to this serious problem.


“Of course, every building must have its own parking area but since there is no such facility available owing to the negligence of concerned city authorities, why are motorists being punished for others’ sins and the security of a top police official,” an office worker said.


On the other hand, people who don’t have their own vehicles and use public transport are also suffering, as public transport is not allowed to use the thoroughfare.


“Authorities are only concerned about the problems of a few individuals but they don’t care for common people. I demand that the government make I.I Chundrigar Road vehicle-free and introduce tram or shuttle service for everybody including senior police officers, bankers and other influential people who have the workplaces on the main road,” an office boy said.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 30/04/2008)

‘Fuel adjustment not 15, but 100% increase’


KARACHI: While KESC claims that fuel adjustment charges have gone up by a mere 15 percent, the real increase is between 85 and 100 percent, claimed SITE Association of Industries Chairman Nisar Sheikhani, who went on to say that the utility has been claiming fuel adjustment charges since February and has actually recovered the increase in fuel cost from the March utility bills.


He said that gas fields have already increased charges by 70 percent and the new prices, which will be applicable from July, will be Rs 90 more per MMBTU, an increase of about 36 percent. Fuel adjustment charges by the KESC, following this increase in gas prices, will be between 130 and 140 percent, said Sheikhani, and the industry will not be able to sustain such increases in both sectors together.


Industrial units are on the verge of shutdown and, currently, one textile processing and export unit has shut down, as have several weaving units in SITE. The industry will collapse and unemployment rates will be unprecedented, he warned.


Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) President Tanveer Sheikh said that the textile and sugar industries in the country have the potential to produce at least 2,500 MW of electricity, and both industries are willing to sell the power they produce to the government. However, the government is not willing to purchase power from these industries at the rate equal to that being paid to independent power producers. If the government is ready to buy the power from these two industries, the current energy crisis will be half solved, he said.


In a statement issued Tuesday, Sheikh said that the increase in fuel adjustment charges escalates the cost of production for the industrial sector, which will leave a bad impact on the economy.

The profit margin of these industries does not increase beyond three to six percent. High electricity costs will add to production costs, curtailing the local industry’s capability to compete in the international market.


The large-scale manufacturing sector, which has been growing at an average rate of eight percent, constitutes around 40 percent of total electricity consumption in Pakistan. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) will naturally go up following the increases in energy prices. The inflation rate will also rise causing more unrest in the society. The actual problem is the energy crisis in the country, while power demand grows by six percent.


Presently, Pakistan meets 75 percent of its energy requirements domestically, but the increased gap between the demand and supply of energy remains a challenge. It is imperative to explore cheap and renewable energy sources so as to support industries and allow them to operate competitively. The survival of industries must be ensured so that the energy and economic crises can be overcome.


The higher authorities in the country must intervene and take action to rectify these issues, as their decisions may create many problems for the export industry, the business community and the general public, Sheikh said.

On the other hand, the KESC claimed that it has no authority to increase prices. The utility added that it had no knowledge of how and when the federal government increased the power tariff.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 30/04/2008)

MAY

Roadside outlets irk citizens
KARACHI, May 1: A number of shopkeepers and restaurant owners have adopted the novel idea of minting money by renting out portions of footpaths falling in front of their place of business to vendors for setting up cabins, installing sugarcane juice machines or placing kiosks of eatables.


Most of these fast-food/barbecue outlets and vending kiosks have sprung up in a considerably big number across the city, especially market places, bazaars, shopping malls, bus stops and shelters, etc, in congested areas like Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Mohammad Ali Society, Mohammad Bin Qasim Road (formerly Burnes Road) and Shahrah-i-Liaquat.


The trend has not only deprived citizens of their right of way on footpaths and pavements but also encouraged encroachments. The encroachers, in most cases, have been occupying considerable space on footpaths for setting up their business and also additional space to accommodate their customers to serve them food or entertain them comfortably. While the shopkeepers are using more than the legally allowed space on footpaths, the left-over portions are occupied by the vendors and restaurant owners who appeared to be their “tenants”. Resultantly, little or no space is left for pedestrians to walk on the footpaths.


Operators of some of such vending outlets in Gulshan-i-Iqbal and Gulistan-i-Jauhar told Dawn that they had set up their business with the permission of the shopkeepers already doing business along the footpaths. “Every shopkeeper charges Rs2,500 to Rs3,000 as monthly rent to allow us set up a cabin in front of their shops,” they revealed.


Many of the shopkeepers, restaurant owners and vendors doing the roadside business claimed that they had got their business activity “legalised” for Rs500 per month to be paid to the concerned land inspector and another Rs100 per week to the area police.

A visit to different parts of the city shows that the trend of illegal occupation of spaces along footpaths for roadside business has assumed an alarming proportion. Yet the city government, the town administrations and other authorities concerned have turned a blind eye towards the gross and blatant violation of all the relevant laws, rules and regulations.


Not only that the roadside businesses causes congestion and create troubles for pedestrians and shoppers, the crowds they gather around their business place seriously undermine the smooth flow of vehicular traffic in these areas.


Many of traffic accidents taking place in congested localities are attributed to the rush caused by the vendors and shopkeepers. Footpaths in various areas in the city are occupied by operators of food outlets in such manner that pedestrians are left with no choice but to walk on the adjacent busy roads and risk their lives.

Such roadside businesses along the University Road (between Hassan Square and Ashfaq Memorial Hospital) could be seen having annexed much of the footpath to furnish their “customer service portion” with chairs and tables. Some of the restaurant owners and eateries have extended their business place to the green island across the adjacent road or the strip lying across the service lane running parallel to the occupied footpath.

(Dawn-17, 02/05/2008)

Petroleum price hike hits middle classes hard

The citizens in Karachi fear that the fresh surge in the prices of petroleum products would severely affect their lives because it would cause a hike in prices of essential commodities.

“As a result of increased oil prices, the dearness has multiplied manifold,” Syed Mehmood, an owner of a cafÈ, said, adding that a 50-kilogramme bag of sugar sold at Rs1,100, now cost Rs1,200, while the price of a one-kg tea pack shot up from Rs180 to Rs260. Likewise, cooking oil price has increased from Rs1,300 to Rs1,950 per 16 Kilogrammes.


Muhammad Mubashir, a vegetable seller, held the previous Government responsible for these crises and opined that those who triggered them should be tried in public courts, punished and their properties confiscated.


Ilyas Jabbar, the proprietor of a bread shop, said that the writ of the government did not exist. He held the previous rulers, who made tall claims of strengthening the economy but increased burden on the poor citizens, solely responsible.

He said that the government should provide petroleum products at cheaper rates in Karachi, being a port city where no expenditures occur on transportation of petroleum. He was disappointed with the present government and said it had raised the slogans of ‘Roti, Kapra, Makaan,’ but on the contrary was depriving the people of essentials of daily living.


Muhammad Ahmed, an employee at a petrol pump, also aired disappointment, and said he was hit really hard by these frequent price hikes. “I earn only Rs.3650 per month,” he said and questioned how one could make two ends meet within this salary.


Muhammad Nadeem, a rickshaw driver said that his customers misbehaved with him arguing on fares, but he was compelled to charge enhanced fares. Imran Rao, a media man said that the frequent hike in prices would turn the middle class into poor citizens. He said that he earned Rs 28000 per month and used to save some money but now he had to Borrow from some one to survive.


He felt that all previous and present governments failed to find a solution to this problem. He noted that these prices had been rising for last 15 year, but governments failed to avoid imposition of the burden on poor.


Dr Ejaz Sharif Khan said that not a single government after The creation of Pakistan was sincere to resolve the problems of commonfolk. Being in BPS-18 in a government hospital and earning Rs30,000 per month, he does not know where his salary goes, as the daily use commodities` rates and utility bills had skyrocketed.

(The News-14, 02/05/2008)

The wretched parking mafia

According to a report in this newspaper, the new IG of the Sindh police,the apparently able but very controversial Shoaib Suddle, has upon taking charge of his office declared all of I I Chundrigar Road to be a no-parking zone. The fact of the matter is that much of the road was already off limits to parked cars but that a mafia of sorts had crept up (and this is the case for all major cities actually) which enabled those who worked in offices along the city's main business and commercial artery to park their cars without too much worry.

The arrangement -- till the IG's directive -- would work in the form of informal parking lots in the streets and by-lanes of I I Chundrigar Road, or sometimes even on the main road itself, and was manned by men with whom one could leave one's car with a charge of anywhere between twenty and forty rupees. I admit that I may well have a vested interest in writing on this topic -- since my office is smack in the middle of where the parking mafia thrives -- but I suspect that it affects thousands of people who work in this city and in other urban centres.

Other than these fly-by 'valets', one also has the option of leaving one's car at a couple of car parks, ostensibly run by the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK), but actually by contractors who rent them out from the CDGK. Take for instance, this parking lot where I park my car every day. It is situated right next to the Supreme Court's Karachi registry and is built to accommodate around 300-400 cars. However, on any given day it has twice that amount at least which means that inevitably some cars will get scratches and dents -- around half of the owners have to leave their car keys with the contractor's staff since their vehicles need to be shuffled around. And as one would expect, let alone compensation no motorist will even be provided with an admission of guilt by the parking lot staff -- in any case he or she will be told that the receipt clearly says that the contractor is not responsible for any damage to the vehicle!

The parking charge per car per day is listed as Rs 20 on the receipt and even on a banner posted on the gate of the parking but -- surprise, surprise! -- one actually pays Rs 30 per car every day. I did ask the staff once about this and they came up with an obviously made-up story that the twenty rupees charge was for a year gone by and now the contractor had been authorised to charge thirty rupees per car. Asked to show any letter from the city government in this regard -- all parking contractors should have such a letter ready to show to a motorist if the need arises -- the staff sheepishly would say that they were not given the letter but that the contractor (their boss) had it in his possession. To some readers this may be just ten rupees but multiply that by at least 400 cars every day and 26 days (taking out four Sundays when there are no vehicles) and one gets Rs 104,000 per month being made over and above the amount sanctioned by the city district government. In fact, on an annual basis, the contractor stands to make around Rs 1.25 million in guaranteed profit! Furthermore, his staff not only use the space of the parking lot but also usually park many of the cars outside on the road (M R Kiyani Road) which is also a no-parking zone. Clearly, the contractor has to thank his stars in the CDGK and his staff in the traffic and area police -- on several occasions I have seen a traffic and/or a regular police constable come to the parking lot's staff and ask for their monthly cut in the profits -- in return for which the men are allowed to park some of the vehicles on the road.

Coming back to the case of I I Chundrigar Road, after the IG's directive some of the cars have also found their way right on to the sidewalk/footpath. (This is of course in addition to the dozens of motorcycles that are regularly parked right on footpaths all over this and many other parts of the city -- again no prize for guessing why and how this is allowed). The question of course arises is that how can such flagrant encroachment of what is clearly pedestrian space be permitted by the traffic police? This is a question for the DIG traffic and his bosses to answer but one suspects that any such answer will not be forthcoming any time soon.

In addition to this, the poor pedestrian -- at least in this part of Karachi -- is also harassed by numerous small-time thelas, panwallas and even mechanics, all of whom have thought it fit to take over part of the foot-path -- of course, they all pay to the traffic and/or regular police whatever for 'using' the sidewalks in this manner. And we all know who the biggest loser in all of this is: the ordinary road user, the poor pedestrian and to some degree the motorist (mainly because the buildings he or she works in never kept any space for parking -- thanks in large part to the 'generous' Karachi Building Control Authority).

Also, before one ends writing on this, it would be good to quote someone who is clearly more qualified and knowledgeable to speak on this matter. I am talking of Ahmad Rafay Alam, a lawyer and visiting faculty member of LUMS who writes a column for this newspaper, who once explained in some detail how the ordinary citizen gets taken for a royal ride at various stages of real estate and particularly commercial 'development'.

Consider a building that is to be built in a busy part of Karachi or Lahore. Like all buildings before it, chances are that it will not have any space for parking. Of course, it is likely that the builder/owner will include provisions for parking in the building plans which are submitted and duly approved from the KBCA but in reality this 'parking space' will in due course of time be either taken up by ground-floor shops and/or offices. This will happen because the builder will pay off the building control authority to look the other way. When the building is completed and its occupation begins, a parking problem will indeed arise. However, this will -- as all things are in this country -- automatically be taken care off by the parking mafia which will charge motorists (for space that the building should in fact have provided them) an exorbitant fee. The parking mafia will do all of this courtesy the traffic and/or regular police, both of whom stand to make a killing from this subversion of the building code and related regulations. At each stage, the ordinary consumer, the motorist, the motorcyclist and the pedestrian are inconvenienced -- and not just in some intangible fashion but are made to part with their hard-earned money.

(By Omar R. Quraishi, The News-29, 04/05/2008)

KCR to finally be made a reality...by 2011

The Pakistan Railways (PR) has decided to revive the Karachi Circular Railway System (KCR) by 2011, a railway ministry official said Sunday. 


The Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) would be in charge of the project, which is being undertaken with the assistance of a Japanese company (JICA). The latter will prepare the feasibility study of the project, the official said. 

The government of Japan would provide a soft loan of US$872 million for the project. The amount is payable over 40 years. The project would be executed in three years in Japanese and European style. The 50-kilometre-long KCR will have 21 underpasses and overhead bridges.


The official said that around 0.7 million passengers from 23 different stations in the city would benefit from the project daily. Moreover, 246 trains would ply in the city, each with a capacity for carrying 1,236 passengers. 

“The track for these trains will be of international standard and they will be available at each terminal after three minutes,” the official said, adding that the project would be launched on a turnkey basis. “The contractors would operate the KCR initially for two years, after which it would be handed over to the Pakistan Railways,” he said. Also, the contractor would be responsible for training PR staff in maintenance of the KCR, while the Sindh police would provide security to foreign engineers and other personnel deputed to commission the project. 


The KUTC has also been authorised the finalisation of financial modalities for the project with local banks.

(The News-13, 05/05/2008)

Killer dumpers: the unchallenged kings of the roads

Despite tall claims by the traffic police of improving the traffic situation in the city, the reckless driving of the killer dumper trucks is not being challenged or checked. These “monster trucks” have become a serious threat for commuters and pedestrians all over the city. What is not known is many of them operate with impunity because of a token system under which corrupt traffic police officials let them into the city after payment of bhatta (protection) money. Also, many dumpers are operating under the guise of working for law enforcement agencies, particularly the Rangers, and they are some of the worst violators of traffic laws, say eye witnesses. 

Despite the rise in accidents involving dumper trucks, the traffic police or city government has not restricted their movement or monitored them in any way. They seem to have a free hand all over the city and most are driven by men who have no licence or proper training, making these vehicles a moving threat the people and vehicles around them.


No one in the city can question the reality that dumper trucks are the most recklessly driven heavy vehicles. In addition to being involved in scores of road traffic accidents now occurring more frequently, dumper trucks have also encroached huge spaces at certain points in the city and its outskirts. Moreover, those carrying gravel are involved in illegal practices under the support of corrupt officials. 


The residents of areas most affected by the frequent and reckless movement of these vehicles complain that their children are at great risk while motorcyclists are increasingly becoming victims of these killer vehicles. Car drivers complain that they cannot move their cars behind these dumpers due falling of pebbles and stones from the haphazardly loaded gravel and sand. What is even more worrisome is the fact that these vehicles are often seen plying recklessly on the routes they are banned from operating on. The extent of corruption under which traffic policemen look the other way is mind boggling, say officials. 


In an interview with The News, a contractor who hires dumpers said on the condition of anonymity that dumper drivers/owners and traffic police work on a token system. “That is almost every dumper driver has a small diary in which he takes the signature of the head of a traffic section by paying him Rs100 to Rs150. In return, no one within the limits of that particular traffic section stops the same dumper for at least two weeks,” he said. “In case it is stopped the driver shows them signature of the head of the traffic section to the sergeant,” he continued, adding, “In fact in some cases the concerned officer stamps the diary along with his signature.”


Regarding reckless driving by drivers, he said, “Most of the drivers of dumpers are inexperienced and majority of them doesn’t even have driving licence.” There is no institute for training of drivers for heavy vehicles, he said, hence drivers teach their family members and in this practice they hand over their vehicles to young men who are not capable of handling these heavy vehicles and are not trained about speed control. “Another big reason for their reckless driving is the commission given to driver on every trip,” he added.


He further told that the drivers try to make maximum trips to earn more commission and the owners too want their vehicles driven round the clock to first meet the instalment of vehicle and then earn some profit. “In this practice, they often drive day through night without resting. This adversely affects their driving skills and results in loss of concentration, leading to frequent accidents,” he explained. Even if the best drivers drive longer than the prescribed limit, they cannot concentrate and their reflexes may not be up to mark due to having insufficient sleep, he commented. “They maintain speed limit on Super Highway due to fear of being booked with heavy fines by Motorway Police (MP),” he said, adding, “the Motorway Police should be brought in the city that can make them abide by speed limits in residential areas.”


On the issue of plying of dumper trucks on city roads, a senior policeman said, “The heavy vehicles carrying construction materials (sand, gravel, tarmac, iron rods, silica, cement and crush etc), as well as those carrying farm produce and other essential commodities were exempted after the order of Honourable Supreme Court.” 


He further said that these vehicles were not allowed on Shahra Faisal. When asked about those often seen on Shahra Faisal sometimes in peak hours of the day, he said that they don’t stop dumpers hired by “security agencies” or by the city government since they carry construction material for development projects. Asked about checking whether the moving vehicle is hired by security agencies or city government, he said there is no check in this regard. However, the dumper drivers say that such drivers display stickers of the agency that hired them on the wind screen. 


Regarding the rise in accidents involving dumper trucks, he said they don’t have equipment to check over speeding which is the main reason for accidents. He further said that they had proposed to the city government the construction of speed breakers near 18 traffic black spots identified by the traffic police but nothing was done in this regard. If installed, these breakers will help reduce the rate of accidents by slowing down the speed of not only dumpers but also other vehicles, he said.


When contacted, one of the drivers said they drive fast to avoid traffic sergeants who stop them for Bhatta. “They ask for Rs100 to 150 some times 200 so if we drive slow and stop, they snatch our papers (licence or registration book etc) and demand money,” he alleged. In case of motorcyclists, he said, it is mostly the fault of rider who drives randomly and dumper being such a heavy vehicle can not save him then,” he said, adding, “Motorcyclists sometimes drive inches close to our vehicle making it invisible for us being on a certain height.” 


These vehicles have occupied a portion of the main Korangi Road near Akhtar Colony Traffic Signal. They have encroached on an even bigger area on Main National Highway near Cattle Colony. Dumper trucks killed 27 people 2007 with an average of more than 2 in a month. This year, in March alone they have killed 5 people including a minor.


Recently, residents of Umar Marvi Goth of Quaidabad, Bin Qasim Town, staged a protest demonstration against the a law enforcing agency (Rangers), which, they said had been involved in the illegal business of gravel lifting from the adjoining Sukhan River bed that has increased the movement of dumper truck in their locality due to which their children face extreme danger while going to their schools. The traffic police do not check them because they are on “Rangers duty.”


There are five primary schools, including Faisal Public School, Government Primary School, Mehran Fellowship School and Green City Public School, located on the way these heavy vehicles ply to reach the river and return back with the gravel. The vehicles with the number plate of ‘on-duty of Rangers’ cross the streets of the village carelessly, which caused several fatal accidents, in which minor children have also become victims. In all this, IG Sindh Shoib Suddle and his key man, the DIG Traffic, Wajid Durrani, have looked the other way.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 05/05/2008)

Action on complaint against Metrobus ordered

KARACHI, May 5: Sindh Ombudsman Asad Ashraf Malik has directed DCO Karachi to either bring improvement in the Metrobus service or reduce its fare to the level of the ordinary coach service.


Taking notice of a complaint regarding the declining standard of Metrobus service, the ombudsman observed that it was introduced with an aim of making available a decent mode of transport to citizens at affordable fare. However, he observed, its standard was declining due to a lack of attention to its affairs on the part of the KPTS governing body, which had not held its meeting for years.


The ombudsman directed the DCO Karachi, who is also chairman of the KPTS, to convene a meeting of its governing body within a month to resolve the issues pertaining to the Metrobus service.

“Every effort be made by the governing body to restore the service standard of the Metrobus service to the level that had been maintained in the past,” he ordered, adding that in case the quality of service with existing fleet of vehicles was not possible to be improved, then the fares charged for the service be reduced to the level of ordinary coaches.


The complainants had maintained that the distinctive features of the Metrobus service included seat accommodation for every passenger, uniformed crew and cleanliness. But, they observed, these features were no more available, still the premium fare was being charged which was not justifiable.


Representatives of the transporters operating the Metrobus service argued that at the time of the launching of the service, diesel was available at Rs9.8 per litre and the fare stood at Rs10 per passenger but the diesel rate had since gone up to Rs47.2 per litre and the fare was fixed at Rs18 per passenger. The disparity, they maintained, was causing them losses and making it very difficult to offer the prescribed quality and standard.

(Dawn-18, 06/05/2008)

EIA of Karachi circular railway being planned
KARACHI, May 5: The Karachi Urban Transport Corporation has initiated the process of carrying out the Environment Impact Assessment of the Karachi Circular Railway project, it has been reliably learnt.


The KUTC, which is the executing agency of the KCR, has invited organizations with the relevant experience to submit proposals so that they could be entrusted with the task of carrying out the EIA.

[image: image15.jpg]



Sources told Dawn that a team of Japanese experts was in the city, carrying out a study on the projected number of passengers who would be using the KCR in the future.

They said the KCR was being revived with Japanese technical as well as financial assistance and the project work on the ground was expected to be started in June 2009.

They added that the project was expected to be completed in three years, give or take a few months.


Under the project, a 50-kilometre-long dual track would be laid and all the 18 level crossings would be replaced either with overhead bridges or underpasses so that electric trains running at around 100 kilometres per hour, with an interval of five minutes between two trains, could complete their journey without any hindrance, the sources said.

They added that the KCR was expected to require around 45 megawatts for its train operations.


The sources said that the project was being financed by Japanese assistance of over $ 870 million, with an interest rate of 0.2 per cent a year. The amount is payable in 40 years, with a grace period of 10 years.

The sources said that besides the 44-kilometre-long old route of the circular railway that connected Karachi City station with Drigh Road and passed through Lyari, SITE, Nazimabad, Manghopir, Gulshan-i-Iqbal and also ran parallel to the main line from Karachi City to Landhi, a six-kilometre-long new underground track would also be laid to connect the Jinnah Terminal with the Drigh Road station.


They said that since the KCR passed through the congested and thickly populated areas of the city, the entire track would be fenced so that people living near the track were not harmed by the fast-moving trains.

They said that more than 240 eight-coach trains would be transporting around 700,000 passengers from early morning to midnight daily between the 26 stations, which would be connected by the buses so that people could easily get to the station from their homes or places of work.

The fare would be fixed in accordance with the prevailing bus fare and was expected to be around Rs15, they said.


The sources said that the city’s population, which at the time of independence had been around 300,000, was, according to some estimates, now touching the 15-million mark and while the number of passengers was increasing at a rate of seven per cent, vehicles on the roads were increasing at the rate around 17 per cent, choking the already over-burdened road network.


Tracing the history of the KCR, they said that the system had been conceived in the late 1950s and was started in 1964. It touched its peak in 1984 when over 104 trains operated daily, carrying over six million passengers annually.


The so-called transport mafia was said to have manipulated the government or decision-makers in such a way that less and less resources were allocated for its infrastructure improvement, with the result that the system collapsed in 1999 when only two trains were being operated, leaving the commuters at the mercy of the transport mafia.

The sources said that another mass transit system of trams, which had transported a large number of commuters in the congested areas since pre-partition days, also succumbed to the onslaught of the transporters and collapsed in the early 1970s.


Following squeals of protests by commuters, the government reactivated the main-line portion of the KCR in 2005 with just 10 trains. However, the number of trains dropped over the years and at present around four trains were being operated.


Representatives of the Sindh government, the city government and the Pakistan Railways are on the board of the directors of the KUTC, which would be run by a managing director on a day-to-day basis.


Responding to Dawn queries, KUTC managing director Nasreen Haque said that the government was giving the KCR its due priority and things had started to move. She said the road network was already choking and with the number of vehicles growing fast it would be almost impossible to move around the city in the next few years without a rail-based mass transit system.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 06/05/2008)

Fate of Metro Bus System

Sindh Ombudsman orders decision within a month

Sindh Ombudsman, Asad Ashraf Malik, has directed the DCO Karachi to either improve the Metro Bus System or reduce its fare to the level of the ordinary coach service.


Taking notice of a complaint regarding the declining standard of service in metro buses, Malik observed that the service had been introduced in order to provide a decent mode of transport at affordable fare to the citizens of Karachi. But, its standards have declined due to inattention meted out to its affairs by the governing body of Karachi Public Transport Service (KPTS), which had not met for years.


The Ombudsman directed the DCO Karachi, who is the chairperson of the governing body of KPTS, to convene a meeting within a month to resolve issues confronted by metro bus service. “Every effort should be made by the governing body to revive the service standards to the level that was maintained in the past. In case the quality of service with the existing fleet of vehicles could not be improved, then the body should lower the level of fares to the level of coaches, observed the Ombudsman.


The complaint filed by a NGO, CRSD, was referred by the Ombudsman to Director General Dr Mohammad Ali Shaikh for investigation. The complainants were of the view that the hallmarks of metro service were to be seat by seat accommodation, no over-speeding, uniformed staff, and cleanliness etc. However, those service standards were no more available to passengers, but still the premium fare was charged, which was not justified.


The representatives of the transporters stated that at the start of service the price of diesel was Rs9.80 per litre and the fare charged by them was Rs10 per passenger. They pointed out that at present the price of diesel has gone up to Rs47.20 per litre but the fare had risen only to Rs18, which was far behind the cost of running quality bus service. They categorically stated that because of increase in the fuel charges and the spare parts, they were unable to provide premium service at this fare.

(The News-14, 06/05/2008)

Schoolgirl crushed to death by water tanker

A 17-year-old student was crushed to death Tuesday while returning home after appearing in her matric examination. Her brother was also seriously injured after a speeding water tanker hit their motorcycle in Gulistan-e-Jauhar, police and witnesses said. The deceased, Saba, was the daughter of Manzoor Shah, a resident of Block 12, Gulistan-e-Jauhar.


Narrating the tragedy, Saba’s paternal uncle, Mushtaq Shah, said that, at about 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, she was on her way home on a bike with her brother Rizwan who had accompanied her to the examination centre in Mosmiyat area. When they reached Kamran Chowrangi, a 14-wheeler water tanker (No. TLJ-154) hit their motorcycle (No. LOG-5668). Saba slipped off the bike and fell under the wheels of the tanker. She died on the spot. Meanwhile, Rizwan slipped off and fell on the other side. He was seriously injured.


Both of them were rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC). The family was informed later. On hearing the news, Saba’s mother reportedly fainted, while her father rushed to the hospital and collected the body of his young daughter.


The funeral prayers for the deceased were conducted after Isha. The family’s financial condition is not very sound Rizwan (who was injured in the accident) is the sole bread-earner. He worked at a private firm as a supervisor. His father, Manzoor Shah, is old and retired.


Angry eyewitnesses caught the offending tanker driver and started beating him up. In the course of this drubbing, a man came with some liquid and told the mob to throw the driver inside the tanker and set both on fire. The police arrived in time, however, and the man was rescued.


The police immediately extinguished the fire and took the tanker and the driver to the police station. The mob followed them, and demanded strict action against the driver. The people dispersed after they were assured of action by the SHO Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Barakullah. He said that the driver, Safdar (son of Muhammad Hussain) had been arrested and a case had been registered.

(The News-13, 07/05/2008)

16-yr-old girl on way to exams crushed by tanker


KARACHI: A sixteen-year-old girl died on Tuesday after she was crushed by a sixteen-wheel tanker on her way to appear for her matriculation examination Tuesday. 


This incident took place near Kamran Chowrangi, within the jurisdiction of the Gulistan-e-Johar police station. 

“It is too early to describe how the accident took place because both, the brother and the sister were riding on the motorcycle next to the tanker,” said Gulshan Town SP Noman Siddiqui. “We don’t know whose fault it was. It is possible that either the tanker driver or the motorcyclist tried to make a turn, resulting in a loss of balance of the motorcycle. The girl, Saba, fell to the side of the tanker and was crushed while her brother, Rizwan Shah, the driver, fell on the other side of the road and escaped with minor injuries,” said the SP.

He that tanker driver Hussain has been arrested but says he is unaware of how the incident took place. 


Saba was a resident of Gulistan-e-Johar and scores of angry people gathered at the scene and tried to set the tanker on fire. It only sustained minor damages. They also tried to block the flow of traffic. However, a heavy contingent of law enforcers reached the scene and managed to disperse the protestors easily. The protestors had started torturing the tanker driver but he was taken into custody by the police. 


The deceased’s body was taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center. An FIR has been registered on behalf of the government and further investigation is in progress. 


Motorcyclist dies after getting hit by truck: In another road mishap, fifty-year-old Jaffer Shah died when a speeding Pakistan Navy truck hit his motorcycle on the Native Jetty Bridge, within the jurisdiction of Jackson police station. The deceased was a businessman and a resident of Chakiwara, Lyari. He was going on a routine job when the accident took place, said SHO Rao Farman. 


The deceased was the father of five children. His body was taken to Civil Hospital, Karachi. The police have arrested the driver of the truck, Hussain, and an FIR has been registered.


Failure to ban heavy traffic from the city during work hours: The traffic police department, despite several attempts, has failed to ban heavy vehicles from the city limits during work hours. They have cited blackmail by the transporters as the reason for this. 


Despite scores of people losing their lives in accidents involving heavy traffic, heavy vehicles continuously pry the city limits during work hours. 


“Of course a ban should be imposed on them,” said DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Durrani. “There is construction work going on in the whole city which requires the use of big vehicles. The water problem, requiring tankers, is on top of this. We are helpless in a situation like this,” said Durrani adding that they have tried several times to impose a ban on heavy traffic during the day but to no avail because of blackmail by the transporters’ association of the traffic police department and the government. 


He gave the example of heavy ‘challans,’ which were imposed on the heavy traffic. The transporters retaliated by staging strikes. “The government itself does not have any power in front of them. If we have an inner-city railway system or other modes of transport then the transporter’s calls for strike won’t be as affective. We lack a system, and this is the major reason why even the government is compelled to bow down to the transporter’s demands,” added the DIG. 


On the other hand, Karachi Transporters’ Ittehad President Irshad Hussain Bukhari said that the traffic police accept bribes. “They should arrest the drivers. The drivers are responsible for the accidents, not the owners. The owners do not know what the driver is doing. The owners pay the ‘challans,’ which is also wrong. The traffic police only have the right to fine, while the magistrates should receive the ‘challan’ money,” said Bukhari.

He added that the sub-divisional magistrate system and training schools for the drivers should be restored.

(DailyTimes-B1, 07/05/2008)

KCR alone may not work

THE recent decision taken at a high-level meeting in Islamabad to revive the Karachi Circular Railway project and turn it into a modern commuter system by 2011 is bound to be widely welcomed. But a word of caution seems to be in order. Pronouncements like this as well as the recent report about the initiation of the project’s Environment Impact Assessment need to be taken with a pinch of salt for they have a touch of déjà vu about them. Without going into the depressing details of previous ‘decisions’, suffice it to say that the key element missing in the equation has been the political will to manage urban transport along modern lines. The city attracts nearly 100,000 migrants every year from the rest of the country. This enormously strains the existing resources and facilities — including public transport — which do not expand at a matching pace. The revival of KCR, if and when executed in real terms, will go a considerable way towards bringing some semblance of sanity on the roads where private cars are growing at the rate of 13 per cent per annum.


The crisis, however, is of such magnitude that the KCR alone will not fully serve the purpose. By the time it becomes operational, the city’s pressing transport tribulations would have escalated. Even if it is integrated, as planned, with the road transport system through feeder services, the circular railway will fall short of the growing need for a dependable and efficient urban transport system. What an ever-expanding city like Karachi needs is a well-thought-out and properly integrated mass transit system that will take care of existing as well as projected future needs of the inhabitants. Though moving ahead with the KCR is not a bad idea, it would in no way mean the death of the Karachi Mass Transit Project which has been in the pipeline since it was first conceived in 1977. With a popular mandate behind it, the new government will, it is hoped, do better to improve Karachi’s transportation system.

(Dawm-7, 08/05/2008)

Confiscate cars without route permits


KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Transportation Akhtar Hussein Khan Jadoon has directed DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Durrani to confiscate all vehicles without legal route permits traveling on the city’s roads.


Jadoon told Daily Times that the transport department has been deeply affected by various departments, which has caused problems with operations and revenue generation. The total revenue generated does not match the number of vehicles on the road. With a proper set up, this can be brought to one billion rupees per annum.

He also said that the traffic police have to ensure that no transporter violates any traffic laws. With 1.6 million vehicles in the city, bribery deeply rooted within the traffic police is causing a colossal loss in revenue. The DIG traffic should take action to eradicate the bribe culture from his department.


Approximately 99 percent of public transportation is operating without legal route permits. The government is always ready to listen and resolve transporters’ authentic problems, but they are also expected to abide by the rules and regulations, he said. 


He urged the DIG traffic to ensure that public transportation vehicles are maintained, as their condition is very poor and the emission of toxic smoke and use of pressure horns has caused serious health problems. Though he is the minister of transportation, he has no control over the urban transport system, the mass transit transport system, vehicle fitness certificates, motor vehicle inspectors and traffic police, Jadoon stated. 

He said that the issue of the conversion of two-stroke auto rickshaws into four-stroke environment friendly vehicles needs to be resolved immediately, as there are more than 600,000 people directly or indirectly involved in this business. He will develop a scheme to convert their two-stroke auto rickshaws to four-strokes by providing them with an easy installment loan.


The number of dumpers without legal route permits exceeds 3,000 and over 90 percent of transporters violate route permits.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/05/2008)

We had never been treated that harshly: transporters

City transporters community recalls May 12 as a Black Day in the history of Karachi for multiple reasons. Most of them believe that they have never been treated that harshly as on May 12, 2007. They questioned the law enforcers for not maintaining the law and order as there was no one to address their complaints when their vehicles were hijacked for the purpose of political rally. They also claimed that they have not been compensated for even a single vehicle torched in the violence or snatched for the political rally on May 12, day of the arrival of deposed Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP), Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhary in Karachi last year.


In addition to demanding the much awaited compensation for their vehicles, the transport community is worried about protection of their lives and properties in case the law and order situation is worsened. They described the incident of May 12 as an open show down of the power by activists of what they consider to be an ethnicity-based political party. They also blame the then provincial government for not controlling the situation while more than 40 innocent lives were lost and over a hundred of public service and private vehicles were torched. No compensation has been made for even a single vehicle despite the fact that it was the responsibility of the then provincial government to protect these vehicles but they failed.


Those whose vehicles were snatched on the night between May 11 and May 12 described the incident in these words: It was an open display of weapons and power which compels one to thing as if he is living in a jungle where might is always right. The activists of one political party were the overall in charge of a cosmopolitan city with no one to stop them. These activists loaded our vehicles with arms and later used them to block all the roads leading to the airport only to stop the lawyers and other political parties who were to welcome the CJP on his arrival.


Despite several attempts to contact senior police officers and the home department no one helped us while our vehicles were being snatched at gunpoint. On that particular day it is sad to say that there was no government, no police, no security force, only one party was in charge of the entire city and they did whatever they could do to show that the city belonged to them.


Apart from public service vehicles, goods carriers and other heavy vehicles were also used in large number to cordon off areas around the airport and the Sindh High Court (SHC). In this regard goods transporters also suffered and expressed their thoughts in these words: No one has even expressed sympathy with the goods transporters let alone giving compensation. Everybody knows who was behind the May 12 fiasco, the containers and trailers were taken away under the supervision of police that was directed by the then government so it is the responsibility of the same people to account for the loss incurred by the transporters and pay compensation. The same goods vehicles that were taken away in the name of security arrangements were later used for political purposes which are known to everyone in the city.

Transporters have shown great concern for being uncompensated even after a year and feared for the protection of their vehicles in case the law and order of the city is worsened in future.

(The News-19, 12/05/2008)

Transporters demand permission to carry weapons


KARACHI: Transporters have asked permission from the government to allow the drivers and conductors of public and commercial transport to carry ammunition in order to defend themselves against terrorism and violence in the city. 


Karachi Transport Action Committee (KTAC) and Anjuman-e-Ettehad Bus Malikan Karachi (AEBMK) President Muhammad Ashraf Benglori made this demand on Sunday.

Talking to Daily Times, Benglori said that the government should announce immediate relief to the transporters by reducing fuel prices so that their fares can be kept at affordable levels. This will help promote economic activity by giving business to goods’ transporters and the business community. Commuters will be better able to manage their home budget as well, he said.


Benglori said that hiking the fuel prices has ruined the transport industry, and if this continues, the transporters will be compelled to go on an indefinite strike. He added that the Inter-Provincial Transporters Conference (IPTC) will be held on May 12 (today) to think of strategies to counter looting, threats to the lives of drivers and conductors, the skyrocketing fuel prices and “atrocities” of the traffic police.


Replying to a question, he said that the IPTC will first decide to form a delegation to carry out negotiations with the government, and if this fails, they will hold a countrywide protest.

(DailyTimes-B1, 12/05/2008)

Action against illegal bus terminals likely

Proposals for reforming the transport department have been sent to the Sindh chief minister, provincial transport minister, Akhtar Hussain Jadoon, said Tuesday.


He also said that action would be taken against illegally-constructed bus terminals. He also said that most of the buses, trucks, dumpers and oil tankers are registered in Balochistan and fake fitness certificates were being issued to them at private bus terminals in Lee Market Karachi. He also said that bus depots worth millions of rupees had been illegally occupied by police, Rangers, and the land Mafia.


Criticising former government for the failure of the Green Bus Scheme, he said that the federal government allocated funds to the tune of Rs2.5 billion for Sindh under the Karachi Mass Transit Programme but the same will be utilised by city government while Sindh Government will return it to federal government. He further said that they had sent their proposals to the Chief Minister regarding reformation of the Transport Department and according it pivotal importance.

(The News-14, 14/05/2008)

Traffic cops being exposed to dangerous levels of lead
KARACHI, May 14: A medical survey has found alarming levels of lead in the blood of police officials controlling traffic at some 400 intersections of the city, which may lead to fatal diseases along with “intellectual and behavioural deficits”.


[image: image16.jpg]


Officials at the police’s traffic department said the sample medical tests of some 700 policemen were conducted during the last few weeks through a recognized medical institution, which came up with a common report of higher lead levels among the law enforcers.


“Tests of 87 personnel belonging to the Garden traffic police have been reported as the most exposed to lead,” said SP Mohib Ali, SP Traffic Zone I. “The final report from the Department of Biological and Biomedical Sciences of the Aga Khan University suggests that 80 per cent of policemen have alarming levels of lead in their blood, with some as high as 33.49 micrograms per deci-litre.”

He said the department had been informed that lead levels of 20 micrograms per deci-litre in human blood were considered not fatal in this part of the world, but unfortunately, this was not the case in the tests reported to the police high-ups.


The test reports of 271 policemen acquired by Dawn suggest lead levels ranging between 25 and 30 micrograms per deci-litre in their blood. The policemen belonged to the Garden, Preedy, Artillery Maidan and Karachi Cantt traffic sections.


Findings of the medical examinations do not appear surprising for the police authorities, who had already been anticipating a negative outcome. However, the results have attracted warnings from experts, who believe timely action from the people concerned may prevent further damage to the health of policemen.


They said adverse health effects caused by lead exposure include intellectual and behavioural deficits along with hypertension and kidney disease. “It also affects one’s nerves,” said Professor Dr Abid Hasnain at the department of food science and technology of the University of Karachi. “People who are exposed to lead become hyper and irritable. But these are the symptoms of such exposure. It could (prove) fatal with the increase in lead levels.”

He said the presence of neurotoxins was one of the most witnessed results of increased lead levels in the blood and one could better understand its implication on human health.


The experts’ opinions match concerns at the Central Police Office (CPO), where the high-ups have decided to start providing regular medication to the affected policemen with medical check-ups of selected groups every week.


Though the 3,000 traffic constables, ASIs and inspectors who control the growing and extremely undisciplined traffic in the city in two shifts of eight hours each have yet to witness a positive change, the high-ups claim medical facilities for the affected policemen would be visible in the days to come.

“We have designed a plan after such medical observations came to light, under which we have decided to conduct medical tests of at least four persons every week and provide their prescribed medication for proper treatment,” said Wajid Ali Durrani, DIG Traffic.


He said till a few years back, policemen had free medication and treatment facilities at every government hospital. But these benefits were withdrawn with Rs500 monthly medical allowance for each policeman.

“Despite such facts, I am very much aware of the hardships of my officers, so we (the traffic police department) on our own have managed to establish a welfare fund purely for the officials’ financial facilitation. It also includes financing facility for medical reasons and so far, we have disbursed around a million rupees among the deserving officials,” he added.


‘The only solution’

The police authorities’ efforts may give temporary relief to those policemen most affected by lead exposure, but experts suggest continued and regulated measures to put a stop to such pollution.

“There is no standard level of lead in human blood as it affects health only in a negative way,” said Dr Tahir Shamsi, a haematologist. “A ban on vehicles consuming fuels with lead is the only solution, which seems understandable. These vehicles are the source of lead pollution, which ultimately affects the people inhaling such smoke.”

He cited the example of the Indian capital New Delhi where the authorities banned vehicles using petrol and diesel with lead and gradually converted the whole system to environmentally friendly fuel.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 15/05/2008)

Vehicle collides with Mohafiz police mobile

Four policemen were hurt when a rashly-driven vehicle collided with the van of Mohafiz Force in the jurisdiction of Artillery Maidan police station on Wednesday. 


Police arrested the accused driver. The police said that the mobile Mohafiz-12 was coming from Clifton Bridge, when a Parado Jeep (BD-6371) collided with it near the Metropole Chowk, due to which four policemen including head constable Yaqoob Shahid, constable Shahid Gujjar, constable Mohammed Asif and constable Zarif Khan sustained injuries. 

They were rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for treatment, where condition of two of them was stated to be serious. 


The injured policemen were posted at the Hassan Square base. The Jeep driver, Kamran Sheikh, was arrested by the police and an FIR was registered against him. 


In a separate incident, a four-year girl was crushed to death by a speeding truck in the Zaman Town police limits.


Alisha, daughter of Sharafat Ali, was crossing a road at Dhobi Ghat (washing lane), when a Reti Bajri truck (JX-0132) coming from Korangi No-5 hit her. The girl died on the spot. The body was shifted to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for autopsy and, later, was handed over to the heirs.


The Zaman Town police said that the truck driver, Shaukat Ali, has been arrested and they were waiting for the family, who was engaged in the burial of victim, to contact the police to lodge the FIR.

(The News-14, 15/05/2008)

The traffic police’s equivalent of the ‘get-out-of-jail-free card’

A ‘token system’ reportedly being run by section officers (SO) of different traffic sections across the city has caused a rise in traffic violations. According to the system, drivers and owners of commercial vehicles purchase ‘tokens’ from a particular traffic section; these ‘tokens’ can then be produced by the driver of a commercial vehicle when stopped by a traffic policeman for violating a traffic law. The driver in possession of these ‘tokens’ is then allowed to go scot-free regardless of the nature of the violation because of his prior ‘understanding’ with an officer. 


The SOs as well as the Record Keepers (RK), who issue these tokens, are of higher rank than the ASIs who are on the streets to book violators. Therefore, an ASI cannot question the offenders who purchase tokens from RKs. The money is pocketed by the certain SOs who are running this system of illegal gratification and by the RKs who work as agents for them. 


The officers who are the engineers and patrons of this unique system of bribery are not only endangering the lives of other commuters and pedestrians for their own financial benefits, but are also defaming their institution. In addition, this also creates scores of hurdles for other policemen who are making an attempt to discharge their duty responsibly and honestly. 


Various policemen, requesting anonymity, complained that they have to work under immense pressure since they have been asked to pay at least Rs1,000 per month to their senior in addition to issuing at least 10 violation tickets every day. One policeman claimed that, sometimes when they stop a vehicle against a traffic violation, the driver shows them a “token”, which basically gives the driver impunity from the law. 


Each token is a sticker or a slip that apparently looks like an ordinary piece of paper but represent different codes that can be understood by those concerned. 


The token is proof, a kind of receipt, for an agreement under which a driver pays Rs300 to Rs400 extortion money upfront to a particular traffic section. In return, none of the ASIs can book him for an agreed period (usually one month). When asked what the token looks like and who issues it, he said the Record Keeper (RK) issues it and the SO is well aware since he has his stake in the money generated thereof. 

Elaborating on the issue, he said that these tokens are issued to all types of commercial vehicles, mainly pickups, mini trucks, trucks, dumpers, trailers with containers, oil tankers, buses, mini buses and coaches and even contract vehicles that provide pick and drop service to company employees. What happens as a result to this malpractice is that unfit vehicles can fearlessly ply on all major and minor thoroughfares of the city. Moreover, the token also provides impunity to commercial vehicles that are over-loaded, or not fit for running, which puts the lives of citizens at serious risk. 


Similarly drivers of dumper trucks, most of whom do not have any license or registration papers, also operate with impunity as they know they will not be booked. Scores of trailers also ply without fixing twist locks to all four corners of the vehicles to secure the heavy cargo, which, again, causes an enormous risk for surrounding vehicles and pedestrians.

Also recorded by those on the ground is the fact that those who acquire tokens commit even more violations as they have open license to drive recklessly, overload their vehicles, break signals and speed up when asked to stop. In short, thanks to the token, they are above the law. Moreover, because traffic sergeants cannot issue any tickets to vehicles with these ‘tokens’, the government is deprived of millions of rupees in the form of legal revenue.


When asked to name a few intersections where the token system is in place, he said that it is being practiced at almost all the intersections across the city. However, the worst situation is in traffic sections that fall in industrial areas of Landhi, Korangi, SITE and others.


The traffic police chief is aware of the token system, and admitted as much during an open forum recently. He also said that, to tackle the problem, he has established a vigilance team to raid such traffic sections and disclose the black sheep of the department. However, given that the token system is still thriving under official patronage, the efforts of the vigilance team have come under question by various quarters.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 16/05/2008)

KUTC takes first step towards KCR by registering as company


ISLAMABAD: The Karachi Urban Transport Corporation (KUTC) has applied for registration as a company to the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) Karachi in a first step to revive the 60-billion rupee Karachi Circular Railway (KCR).


According to Pakistan Railway (PR) officials, they have committed to complete the controversial and delayed project by 2011. They said Wilson Railway submitted a revalidation report of the KCR last month and this month a meeting of the steering committee under the chairman of the Railways, Kashif Murtaza, will be held with member Finance, member Technical, Assistant General Manager, Infrastructure and Business Unit (IBU) would assess and examine the study.


Railway officials said that an Environment Impact Study would be carried out site to site if the steering committee is satisfied with the report. The PC-1 of the project would be initiated and at the same time a request for a loan of $872 million would also be submitted to the Japanese government.


Officials hoped the loan would be a soft one, as these types of railway projects do not fall in the category of commercial projects. If all goes well, the KCR project would be completed in 30 to 36 months.


The KCR was opened in two phases for traffic in 1964 and 1970. It originated from Drigh Road Station on a main line and after crossing Sharah-e-Faisal short of the airport it passed through the populated areas of Gulistan-e-Johar, Liaqatabad, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, Lyari, Kharadar, Mithadar, and finally it touched Karachi City Station. The KCR had 16 stations, 22 level crossings and a 29.32-kilometre route.


In 2002, the Sindh government initiated a master plan for its revival in three phases but it lost pace due to a lack of political will. President Pervez Musharraf ordered the revival of the KCR within two years in 2004, (i.e. by 2006). In 2005, the plan for a complete revival was shelved for another two years after a team of the Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO) submitted a feasibility study at an estimated cost of $830 million (Rs 49.22 billion). 


According to Railway officials, the new 50 km KCR will have 21 underpasses and overhead bridges and 23 different stations within Karachi city. The KCR would carry 700,000 passengers daily on 246 trains, which would carry 1,236 passengers, each. Moreover, its track will be of an international standard and the trains will be available at each terminal after three minutes.

(By Atif Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 18/05/2008)

Traffic police turn violations into revenue

Going after selected offenders in different parts of the city, the Capital City Traffic Police have turned the rampant offences under the 1967 Motor Vehicle Ordinance into a source of over 100 million rupee revenue, with a 30 per cent cut for the police, it is revealed. 


For the last seven years, the traffic police have come up with different drives to enforce the rule of law on the streets, particularly by the motorcyclists as being the only stoppable offenders, while largely overlooking smoke-emitting vehicles. 


The existing ‘traffic violation ticket’ system was introduced in May 2001 replacing the old system of producing offenders before the traffic magistrates to ascertain the fine for flouting any particular traffic rules and regulations. Traffic cops allege that the current ticketing system discourages bribery amongst the ‘white cops.’ 


During the old traffic magistrate days, according to the former traffic police chief, the annual revenue under the traffic fines head was ranging somewhere between nine to 10 million rupees. Now the seven year-old ticket system for traffic violation has raised the revenue more than 1000 per cent. 

Though the provincial government keeps the lion’s share of about 70 per cent of the amount collected as traffic fines through designated branches of the National Bank of Pakistan, however, 30 per cent of the revenue is given back to the police for investing in their service delivery and office work. The former DIG Traffic, wanted 50 per cent of the revenue for the traffic police. 


According to the traffic police, the ticket-issuing cops are entitled to get the 5 per cent of the traffic police department’s share. “We are not regularly paid that promised cut from the revenue generated through our hands,” complains an ASI. “This time we received an accumulative amount for the last several months.” 

“We have just received the money as our share for 2700 violation tickets that our traffic section issued last year,” says the in-charge of a traffic section in an upscale neighbourhood, wishing not to be named. “We are supposed to get our cut from the traffic fine revenue on a yearly basis, however, it always gets late.” 


Every traffic section of each of the city’s traffic zones maintains a daily log of its performance in terms of the total number of traffic violation tickets issued by the police officer attached to that section. “We keep such records posted to SSP and DIG office for future reference as well,” says a senior officer. 


As per the existing system, the provincial government receives about 70 per cent of the money, the exchequer gets from the traffic violators, whereas only 30 per cent is split into two heads and invested into the traffic police system one way or the other. 


Of this 30 per cent payable to the traffic police, the half is meant for maintenance of vehicles and office work, whereas the rest is distributed to the staff of the traffic police sections. Tax deduction for welfare fund is also done at the stage before it goes to the staff. “Interestingly 5 per cent of this 15 per cent exclusively goes into the pocket of the ticket-issuing officers,” informs a traffic police officer. “This reward formula was employed primarily to encourage police to bring the violators to the task instead of inciting them to pay bribe.” 


This enticement of cash flowing into the pockets of poorly-paid traffic cops the most legal way really encouraged the traffic police officers to take every traffic offence into consideration for possible ticketing but the delayed reward payments dampened their spirits to large extent.


On the other hand, traffic wardens, who can’t book any traffic violators by virtue of their assigned tasks, can be seen hanging around in the company of at least one entitled traffic cop at different spots after the dusk. They lurk round the corner of a busy traffic-signal just to get hold of motorcyclists and red light jumper to extort money. 

“They are in Saddar, next to the Iranian Café near Lucky Star, at the traffic lights ahead of Clifton Bridge and Teen Talwar pretending as if they’re after violators but they’re indeed after money from the so-called offenders,” commented a regular motorist on the same route. “We see it so frequently that it has become a routine.”


And to top it all, the traffic police are never seen impounding the offensive vehicles such as rickety smoke-emitting buses of the 1970s, brand new 4WDs without registration plates. “They don’t go for such penalisation as the system does not support them to do so,” says senior police officer. “Eventually it is all about making money, legal or otherwise.”

(By Asadullah, The News-19, 19/05/2008)

Shershah bridge collapse
No case filed despite completion of report
KARACHI, May 19: Though the government claims to have completed the inquiry into the Shershah bridge collapse of September 2007, which killed more than half a dozen people and cost Rs2 billion in damage, it has yet to register a case against the individuals or institutions concerned responsible for what can surely be described as a case of criminal negligence.


Officials said the ministry of communications has received the final report of the inquiry – ordered by the president and the then prime minister hours after the incident – which marks responsibility behind the tragedy.


However, none of the officials have been able to justify the delay in not lodging an FIR against the suspects, but have instead promised “action against them very soon.”“There is no mystery left in the case,” Federal Communications Secretary Sajid Hussain Chattha told Dawn. “The inquiry has been completed and we have marked all those responsible for the incident. Lawful action against them is about to be taken.”


When it was pointed out that the higher officials involved in the project were performing their duties as usual almost nine months after the incident without facing any scrutiny, while the institutions concerned were getting new construction projects in the country, he said action on the inquiry report would determine their fate in the days to come.


Though the federal secretary sounded confident about moves against the culprits, the record at the Site police station – under whose jurisdiction falls the area of the incident – suggests no case has been registered concerning the incident.


The police authorities argue that in such incidents, cases are registered when the reason of negligence appears obvious. Otherwise, the police wait for the higher authorities’ nod to move forward.

“If there is an inquiry into the incident which proves negligence, then an FIR is lodged for further action,” observed Sultan Salahuddin Babar Khattak, the Capital City Police Officer.


The 70-metre Baldia loop of the Shershah Bridge collapsed on Sept 1, 2007, a mere 20 days after its inauguration by President Pervez Musharraf. Dozens of people were trapped under the mangled mass of concrete for over seven hours before being rescued by government organisations and volunteers.


Along with action against the culprits, reconstruction of the bridge seems to be a far cry. The tragedy put a total stop in the over Rs3.5 billion Northern Bypass project.

However, legal experts are of the opinion that the incident should have invited prompt action from the authorities right after the tragedy. “It is a case of criminal negligence and no one should doubt it,” said retired Justice Rashid A. Rizvi, president of the Sindh High Court Bar Association. “In this case, not only the families of the victims that came under the debris of the collapsed bridge are the aggrieved parties but also the government, which lost billions of rupees due to ill planning by the people and institutions concerned.”


He was surprised to know that the case was not lodged by the state itself and added that after the completion of the inquiry, there was no room or justification for such delay.

However, such arguments do not seem to have moved the authorities concerned much, as they insist action against the culprits – as identified by the inquiry report – will be in line with policy.

“We are not influenced, neither do we look after higher officials or reputed government or private institutions in a way that could prevent us from acting on the report. We expect to move forward very soon,” said Mr Chattha.

(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 20/05/2008)

NHA allowed to build flyover on private land

KARACHI, May 22: A division bench of the Sindh High Court on Thursday allowed the National Highways Authority to resume the construction of the halted Karachi Northern bypass flyover on the 1,380.5 square yards of the Paracha Textile Mills after the completion of the acquisition process.


The division bench comprising acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Kazi disposed of the petition filed by the Paracha Textile Mills seeking compensation for the land occupied by the NHA for the construction of the northern bypass flyover.


The bench directed the land-acquisition officer to complete the acquisition process of the piece of land within 120 days.

The SHC order came after the submission of a joint statement of the petitioner and the respondent’s counsel stating that the petitioner received Rs40 million and Rs23.2 million in the shape of cheques for compensation and the land, respectively.


The Paracha Textile Mills moved the SHC against the NHA for illegally acquiring its land at A-22, SITE, Mauripur Road, for the construction of the flyover without paying the price of the land. The SHC had earlier granted status quo to the petitioner against demolition of structure by the NHA on the land.


Ismat Mehdi appeared for the petitioner and Nisar A. Mujahid for the NHA.


KBCA negligence case

The division bench also summoned the chief controller of the Karachi Building Control Authority in person and expressed their annoyance over the negligence of KBCA officials in performing their duties.


The division bench was hearing a land matter filed by Iqbal Dada against encroachments and illegal constructions on his land on TL-2, Thilaram Quarters.


The petitioner submitted that land-grabbers had encroached on his land in Thilaram Quarters by raising illegal constructions on an open space of the land. Despite several complaints to the KBCA, no action had been taken against encroachers. He stated that the KBCA had not only the power to approve plans for constructions but it was also responsible for taking actions against land-grabbers and encroachers under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979. He raised grievances over non-performing of duties by KBCA officials.


The division bench expressed annoyance at the KBCA and summoned its chief in person. It adjourned matter till a date in office.


Karo-kari case

The division bench issued notices to the Sindh home secretary, the SHO of Thatta police station and others for June 11 in a case pertaining to protection of a newly wed couple, declared Karo-kari by their parents.


Petitioner Asma and her husband Mohammad Rizwan approached the SHC to seek protection from being made victim of honour killing. Counsel Jawed Chhattari and Farah Awan submitted that their clients had solemnized a free-will marriage and without any pressure and coercion.


Petitioner Asma’s father, Moula Bux, had lodged an FIR (53/2008 under Section 365-B, 34/506 (2) of the Pakistan Penal Code) at the Gharo police station, accusing Mohammad Rizwan and his family members of kidnapping his daughter.

They contended that the petitioners’ parents had declared them Karo-kari and tried to kill them while police were also harassing them. They sought protection for the petitioners and quashment of the FIR lodged against them.


The division bench, comprising acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Kazi, after hearing the matter issued notices to the respondents, including the petitioner’s father, for June 11.

(Dawn-17, 23/05/2008)

NHA buys textile mill land to fix Shershah bridge


KARACHI: A constitutional petition filed by Paracha Textile Mills (PTM) against the acquisition of land by the National Highway Authority (NHA) was disposed off on Thursday by a division bench of the High Court of Sindh (SHC) after five short hearings during the day and after the parties agreed on a settlement.

The NHA submitted three cheques of rupees Rs 63.2 million to PTM for 2,380 sq. yards of land it needs to redesign and reconstruct a collapsed section of the Northern Bypass Project (Shershah Bridge).

Both parties submitted a joint statement, stating the terms of the agreement, according to which two cheques of Rs 20 million each were given to PTM for structures and another cheque of Rs 23.20 million was given as compensation for the land.


The PTM, on the other hand, agreed to remove all its machinery, installation etc., within a period of 120 days. The bench allowed the request ordered of the land acquisition officer to complete the proceedings in 120 days to pave way for the construction of the collapsed section of the by-pass.


Nisar A. Mujaihid and Umar Nisar represented NHA while Ismat Mehdi advocate represented PTM.

(DailyTimes-B1, 23/05/2008)

Making commuters ‘tow’ the line

Karachiites are now facing the music for availing the luxury of private cars. Owing to lack of parking facilities in the downtown and parking restrictions in certain areas, motorists are compelled to park along the main roads and in ‘No Parking’ zones. However, commuters complain about the high penalties for lifted vehicles and add that at times they are confused about where to park because of the absence of traffic signs. Random and uncontrolled parking by motorists creates traffic problems, therefore, penalties are aimed to minimise the mess, says the Traffic Police Chief, Wajid Ali Durrani.


Scores of people discontented because their cars have been towed away by the Capital City Police (Traffic) complain that they are unable to park in the city’s business district —Saddar Town while the lifting charges coupled with the penalty for wrong parking adds to their woes. In addition to paying a penalty of Rs150 for parking violation, one is made to pay Rs500 as lifting charges for cars. Similarly, motorcyclists have to pay Rs100 against the wrong parking ticket and Rs200 for lifting charges. In several cases, motorists complain that their vehicles were lifted from places where they are no signs stating, ‘No parking’ or ‘Tow Away Zone’. What annoys them is that they are unaware as to whom they should complain. “My car has been lifted thrice in the last couple of months from different areas in Saddar,” says Noman, a resident of Landhi. He adds, “Last time my car was lifted from Corporative Market, Saddar. If, I had seen a ‘No Parking’ sign I would not have parked my car there.” He further questions that if the violation and lifting charges are fixed then why the policemen bargain with us. They ask for Rs400 to Rs500 and release the vehicle after some concession, he explains.


The traffic police have declared the first lane of service roads as parking on all the roads excluding a few security zones. Similarly, parking is restricted on I. I. Chundrigar Road, M. A. Jinnah Road, Sharae Faisal and other busy roads. In case of doubt as where the parking is allowed one can contact the traffic police help line ‘Rahnuma’ at 915. 


In this regard, Durrani told The News, “It is important to have dead end effect as far as traffic violations are concerned. We want to make sure that any one who commits traffic violation should suffer so that they avoid the same in future.” He further said there should be a difference between fine and tax. “The penalty and lifting charges are to be paid by offenders only, not by those who are following traffic laws,” he commented.


When asked to justify public complaints, he said, “I have received several complaints on my personal number and have addressed them immediately.” He further said that the traffic police help line ‘915’ is always there to address public complaints. “If someone feels his vehicle is lifted for the wrong reason they can always dial 915 and I assure the complaint, if just, will be addressed then and there,” he stated.


Motorcyclists also complain that their vehicles are lifted frequently and they do not find any space to park their vehicles. In some cases a person’s bike is lifted twice or thrice in a month. In this regard most of them said that since they belong to the low income group they cannot afford to pay Rs300 each time their vehicle is lifted. Motorcycle lifting was banned by a former IG Sindh but it has re-started recently. In response to this, the traffic police chief said motorcycles are now being parked in six to eight lanes and it becomes difficult to regulate traffic under such situation. If they don’t lift motorcycles from the road traffic becomes difficult to maintain, he explains.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 24/05/2008)

A bridge to end it all

Every day, hundreds gather at Karachi’s Napier Mole Bridge, which stands high and tall next to the disused Native Jetty Bridge. The bridge connects the main city area with the East Wharf and Keamari port area. Most of the people who come here come to give offerings to the fish that are found in the fast flowing channel below. Others visit for a more sinister purpose - to end it all, at what is now being dubbed the “suicide bridge of the city.”


Recently a woman along with her two sons, one 7 years and the other only one and a half, jumped into the sea from the bridge. Divers saved her and her one son while the other drowned. Like many others, this woman was finding it hard to support her family. Her husband had married another woman and was not giving her money. Her parents were also unable to support her due to their own poor state.


On another day, a man suffering from a chronic illness had earlier jumped into sea. He was rescued. He later told policemen that he wanted to end his life because he had no money for treatment.

Not all those who jump are poor. The head of a company arrived at the bridge at 8pm in a car driven by his chauffeur. He calmly disembarked from the car and jumped into the sea. Divers could not save his life. He, too, was suffering from “domestic problems”.


Then there are cases of love and marraige. A Muslim girl married a Hindu boy some three years back. The boy converted to Islam. But when she gave birth to a child, her parents became furious and insisted that she take a divorce. On Tuesday, she along with her minor son came at the bridge to commit suicide. However, a vigilant rickshaw driver prevented her from doing so and took her to Jackson police station where she was handed over to the family.

Some eight days back, a girl came to the bridge at midnight. She wanted to jump into sea because her parents were not allowing her to marry the man of her choice. The list is endless. It is carefully cataloged by the Edhi Foundation, which has not stationed divers near the bridge to save people who take the plunge. 


Anwar Kazmi, spokesman for the Edhi Foundation says that in most cases women attempt suicide primarily due to domestic problems. But men end their lives owing to poor economic conditions or illnesses. But Kazmi also points to a more chilling trend: in the past most who died were due to accidental drowing. Now the cases of suicide are rising significantly. 


Even before partition, the Native Jetty bridge, which stands next to the Napier Mole bridge and was earlier used as a link bridge, had become a favourite spot for committing suicide. For those at the Lakhshmi Narayan Temple, situated on one side of the channel, attempts at suicide are nothing uncommon. They have been seeing it for many years now. 


Arjun Maharaj, who is associated with the temple since last 22 years most people use the bridge but some also dive in from the temple stairs which open on to the sea channel. Maharaj said that in one case a woman suffering from domestic problems jumped into the sea from the temple stairs. They rescued her and gave her Rs100 to go home. Instead, she went on the bridge and again jumped into the sea.


Maharaj recalled another incident where a girl suffering from jaundice asked for water and juice, which they gave to her. Then she went on the bridge and threw herself in the sea and died. She had no money for treatment. 


Edhi Foundation’s Kazmi told The News that people chose this place because they think that suicide by jumping into the sea was an easy option given the fast flowing currents underneath. 


In comparison to the attempts made, the Edhi Foundation says that owing to its vigilant divers, the numers have decreased to a large extent as compared to the past. Kazmi said that people at the bridge who come to give offerings also help save some of those who want to jump or actually jump. 


The Edhi Foundation has trained around 40 lifeguards who perform their duty at different points including the bridge. Owing to the fast channel underneath, the initial 5-7 minutes are crucial for saving a person who jumps off the Napier Mole Bridge.


Edhi’s data revealed that around three youths attempted suicide by jumping into sea in the past four months but they were rescued. They were Mohammed Yunus, 26, resident of Garden area, Nabi Rasool, 22, resident of Ghaziabad, Orangi Town and the third was an unidentified young man who was rescued in unconscious condition.


A police official at the Jackson Police Station, in whose jurisdiction the bridge lies, also says that there are cases where people fall into the war by accident and these are then taken as suicides.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-13, 25/05/2008)

Riders of the storm?

It's time for women in Karachi to start driving two-wheelers. What then, is the delay?

 

It won't be long before the women in Karachi cruise the streets of the city on motorcycles instead [image: image17.jpg]


of being 'backseat drivers', so to speak. At least that is what the success of 'Safety Riding Project' in Lahore has led Tasleem Shuja of Atlas Honda to believe. "Our success in Lahore is more than what we had thought," said the Manager Safety and Customer Care of the project where the company trained 250 women traffic wardens to handle bikes. After the success of women traffic wardens in Lahore, the project is soon to be launched in Karachi. "We are planning to launch the same project in Karachi soon," Tasleem told Kolachi "And we expect the success rate to be much higher than that of Lahore," he added. 

Launched in Lahore earlier this year, the project not only enabled the traffic wardens drive bikes but it also trained 25 wardens among them to operate heavy-duty bikes of 250cc. These women traffic wardens apart from driving bikes themselves are now trying to promote women motorcyclists as well. One step to this end is the 'Safety Education Project', collaboration between the automotive company in question and the Punjab Traffic Police, in which traffic wardens deliver lectures on road safety in educational institutes.

[image: image18.jpg]


The series of lectures is to be followed by the biking training for 300 students. According to Tasleem, who is selecting students for training these days, only those students are being selected who have permission from their parents as well as the school administration to learn to ride a bike. Tasleem believes parents won't be too reluctant to get their girls trained because the concept is already gaining acceptance among Lahoris. In fact, many women in Lahore and Faisalabad have already started driving motorcycles on their own. Tasleem believes this indicates the "rising of a new culture in Pakistan."

To make this culture more practical, the project will now be replicated in Faisalabad, Gujaranwala, Rawalpindi, Multan and "obviously Karachi where it is needed," Tasleem told Kolachi referring to the transport problem and the growing number of working women in the city. Tasleem thinks that this new culture will not only save women from horrific jams on the streets of the city but will give them freedom to commute.

Mariam Muhammad, a Physical training instructor (PTI) at a local school seconds it.  Driving a Vespa motorcycle for over two decades now, Mariam believes that no form of conveyance is as female-friendly on the streets of Karachi as a two-wheeler. "You never get stuck in jam as you avoid traffic taking alternate byroads," she told Kolachi "and you are always on time because you are not dependent on anyone," she added.

Inspired by the bikes at the auto repair shop of her father, Mariam got hold of a motorbike at the age of five and knew how to ride by 10. Since then she has been driving a bike in the city. She gets her mother to relatives on the bike, does groceries, would get to college on time and now to work. She rides a 1963 blue two-wheeler and drives even to "Hyderabad to visit friends or to attend their weddings," she proudly added.

Mariam believes that if she did not know how to ride a bike, she could never have been able to continue the way she does right now after her father's death.

Nonetheless, women in Karachi are still reluctant to be seen driving it. In the absence of a circular railway system, they either resort to taking public buses and rickshaws. Of course the Department of Motor vehicle in the city is hardly helpful in this regard. Unlike India where millions of women get their licenses issued to drive scootys, the license office in Karachi hasn't issued licenses to more than three women in years. Officials there say that the fear of sexual harassment on the streets keep the women away from bikes. "Accidents will increase in the city if women start driving bikes," remarked a shop keeper in Saddar. He explained that the presence of women bikers will actually "make their male counterparts stare at them instead of concentrating on the road, thus resulting in accidents." 

Aisha, a college student, concurs. Though she feels that it is exciting to drive a motorcycle as it "will prevent me from changing two buses to get to college, it is impractical and unsafe. Men will harass you while you wait for the light to turn green at the signal."

Mariam, however, dispels such notions because she says that she has been driving her bike for so long now, making her way through the hundreds of male bikers every day. At times it is not even easy for people to tell that she is a woman because she sports her helmet. "But even when I am not wearing a helmet," she added, "most people just stare and do nothing more." Undeterred, however, Mariam continues to ply the streets of Karachi on her motorbike.

Similarly, Tasleem also feels that there are less chances of harassment for women bikers. "Initially men would deliberately get themselves challaned just to get close to a female traffic warden," he explained. But that was temporary and "now they are so used to this that they pass by without even staring or passing a remark," he said, adding that sexual harassment exists everywhere in the world but it never restricts women from commuting freely. "Have parents in Karachi stopped their girls from traveling through buses?" he pointed out referring to harassment in public buses. Moreover, Tasleem is convinced that women bikers in Karachi may not share the problems of those in Lahore as "Karachiites, being in a cosmopolitan city, are more open to change."

However, he believes that there are some stereotypes that prevent women from riding a bike also. "We have set some stereotypes for the role of women," Tasleem said "where the role of biker doesn't fit with in," he added stressing the need to break such stereotypes.

Mariam seconds Tasleem's opinion. However, she warns girls to be ready for sacrifices if they plan to shun such stereotypes. "The biggest among them is giving up the role of the shy eastern girl," she pointed out. Giving up the role for Mariam means wearing a safari suit instead of a dupatta, replacing trendy high heels with boots, repairing the bike and changing the punctured wheel by oneself, dragging the bike to the nearest petrol station if it runs out of fuel, sweating and getting sun burnt but never expecting help as "no one offers help to a girl who looks more like a bhai sahib." But who cares? "As far as my family is okay with what I do," Mariam said "no one has the right to tell me what I should or should not be doing." 

(By Sabeen Jamil, The News-41 Kolachi, 25/05/2008)

Transporters told to facilitate commuters

KARACHI, May 27: The Sindh Minister for Transport, Akhtar Hussain Jadoon, said that stern action would be taken against those public transporters who were creating problems for commuters.

In a statement issued on Tuesday, he said that some buses, minibuses and coaches went off the roads in the evening, creating a lot of problems for the commuters, particularly women.


The minister said that some transporters did not stop their vehicles at the designated bus stops and also dropped the passengers halfway even after charging fares for the full route.


Taking serious notice of all these complaints lodged by the people, the minister said that route permits of such vehicles would be cancelled. He also directed the traffic police to take legal action against these buses, minibuses and coaches under the relevant traffic laws. The minister said that the transporters who allowed male commuters to occupy seats in the female compartment should also be dealt with severely.

Mr Jadoon said that the complaints regarding inter-provincial buses using illegal bus stand at the Cantt Railway Station would also be redressed.


Ban imposed

The traffic police has imposed a one-month ban on the movement of heavy vehicles supplying petroleum products, drugs, gases, water, commodities, meat and construction materials from 8amto 11am and 6pm to 9pm within the city’s limits. The DIG traffic has warned of strict action against those found violating the ban.


Centralised tax recovery

The Sindh Minister for Excise and Taxation, Mukaish Kumar Chawla, said that the centralisation of the tax recovery network across the province was the government’s top priority. He said that reforms would be introduced in the Motor Registration Wing to facilitate the citizens. In a statement issued here, the minister said that during a four-day campaign from May 19 to 22, documents of as many as 7,286 vehicles were scrutinised, of which 997 were confiscated for non-payment of motor vehicle tax.

He said that 101 vehicles were also impounded for non-payment of tax, of which 69 had been released after the payment of fines and taxes.

(Dawn-18, 28/05/2008)

Two die as coach overturns avoiding drain
KARACHI, May 27: Two men died and two others injured in an accident on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road on Tuesday morning.
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A duty officer of the Artillery Maidan police station said that a private coaster (JE-1835) overturned near Shaheen Complex while reportedly trying to avoid an obstacle installed in the middle of the road for the purpose of cleaning drainage.


Police said that two passengers, Syed Waseem Hasan and Haq Nawaz, the employees of Karachi Port Trust and the Karachi Electric Supply Company, respectively, died on the spot. Both the victims were in their 50s.


Waseem Haider and Ibrahim, who were injured in the accident, were taken to the Civil Hospital for treatment.


Police arrested the coach driver, Javed Ashraf, who told them that the vehicle over turned as its tire rod broke down.


Killed

A youth was gunned down on resistance during an armed holdup in a minibus in Sharea Noor Jehan police limits late Monday night.

Police said that armed suspects boarded a minibus and soon afterwards started looting the passengers inside. A 20-year-old man, later identified as Muhammad Mansoor, was shot at from a close range as he tried to put up resistance. He was taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where he succumbed to wounds. Following the legal formalities, the body was handed over to his relatives.

The victim used to work at a goldsmith shop, police said, adding that an FIR (No 188/2008) under Section 302 of the Pakistan Penal Code was registered against unidentified bandits


Raid

Four persons were arrested in a raid conducted at a small manufacturing unit of Mainpuri (a type of tobacco) in Malir on Tuesday.

A duty officer of the Khokhrapar police station said that police raided a house in Pak Kausar Town and found two tonnes of Mainpuri and other ingredients required to manufacture the product. Police also recovered betel nut from the house. Further investigation is under way.

(Dawn-19, 28/05/2008)

Construction of DHA stormwater drain

Lack of reflectors, markings posing danger to motorists

Whilst the construction of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) stormwater drain is in full swing, motorists plying the roads alongside the under-construction drains are facing great inconvenience owing to the absence of reflectors and markings at the sites of the construction to guide the motorists. This is one of the reasons, according to the area people, that some vehicles had recently fallen into the ditches. 


“One can make it in the day light though it becomes impossible at night to judge the narrow space in between the wheels and a side ditch,” said one motorist at the Khayaban-e-Mujahid area.

However, director of the DHA storm water drain project, Brig Iftikhar Haider, believes that the reasons for the falls are not the absence of marks but the rash driving that is seen quite frequently. He said that marking has been done in most of the sites and that boundaries have been marked with the help of reflecting tapes and blockades. Brig Haider disclosed that out of the 600 blockades that were placed at the construction sites 60 blockades have been stolen by thieves. When asked as to why such things happened, he said that monitoring on such an extensive level was not easy at all.


Since the work on the drainage project is scheduled to be done in phases, DHA Phase-I is going to be completed by July 31. The director project has confirmed that the citizens would have no complaints regarding the drainage of water as soon as the Phase-I portion is completed.

When asked how prepared are the emergency services at the DHA if it rains and ditches overflow, Brig Haider said: “I would not promise anything before the July 31 and if rain appears before the completion of the first phase, the area people would have to face it.” He explained that the functionality of any project does not take place until it is completed.


In case of heavy rains, like the ones in the last year, before the completion of the project, then the area residents should get ready to bear the brunt of another terrible monsoon. 

“Since the drainage network is not completed so far, in case of rain, the water has still to be taken out through pumps and that takes time,” he said adding that the DHA emergency cell would be standby to cope with any untoward situation.


“Fifty-five percent work on the project has already been done and the construction of five out of eight outfall structures has been completed,” Brig Haider said adding that this is the first time ever in the history of the DHA when a project is being carried out so fast. 

Although Rs750 million was allocated against the project for the current financial year, the Phase-I has cost the DHA Rs2.3 billion. “One hundred and fifty million has been spent on the shifting of sewerage and other pipelines that came in the way of the construction,” said Brig. Haider. There were 47 locations from where sewerage lines had to be shifted and 57 locations from where the KESC lines have been shifted, he said.


Around a thousand pipelines broke down during the work, said Brig. Haider while explaining how numerous small things had to be managed during the construction of the project. A special management team had been formed to tackle all those little problems. Brig. Haider has lauded the spirit of the DHA residents saying: “The residents have been very cooperative with the administration. They have actually shared the pain and have been very helpful throughout.”

(By Aisha Masood, The News-14, 29/05/2008)

Pak police rising to the challenge... abroad at least

After his outstanding services in the UN Peacekeeping Missions since 1989, Inspector Barakallah Khan, SHO Gulistan-e-Jauhar Police Station has, once again, been selected to serve the ongoing UN African Union Mission in Darfur (UNMAID). The operation began in 2007. 


On May 29 (today), as the United Nations (UN) pays tribute to all the soldiers, military officers, civilian police officers and civilian personnel that have served (or continue to serve) the UN peacekeeping operations, the re-appointment of a policeman like Khan for a peacekeeping operation has proved that the international community can benefit from the potential and capability of Pakistan’s personnel as well. “Pakistan is one of the largest contributors of soldiers, police officers and civilian police to the UN Peacekeeping Operations,” informs the SHO during an interview with The News. Khan has served for 23 years in the police department. While talking about the concept and mission of peacekeeping police, Khan said it was back in 1989 when the Pakistani government first decided to sent its peacekeeping police to Namibia as part of the UN Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) to supervise Namibia’s election and the country’s transition to independence. Some nine peacekeeping policemen were selected from the country, including Khan. The operation ended in March 1990.


“Pakistan later became part of a multinational police force formed in the post-election period (on the request of the Namibian government) for three months to create a liaison between the police and the community,” he adds. Later in 1992, Khan was deployed in Cambodia as part of UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) to assist reorganisation of the country followed by another peacekeeping mission in Mozambique to monitor ceasefire in the Mozambican civil war. The operation ended in 1994. He was also part of the police contingent sent to Bosnia to monitor human rights and the ongoing UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo. Khan recently returned from the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) where he was deployed from 2006 to 2007. “My experience during these missions,” says Khan “has taught me that since the problems and challenges in our country (particularly Karachi) are way more complex our police are far more versatile.” He feels that the diverse experience of policing in Pakistan is helpful in maintaining peace abroad and being part of an international justice system also helps the local police improve their professional skills – who return with a larger vision of policing. 


However, unfortunately, they are unable to apply any internationally respected good practices back home due to the traditional practices in the internal policing system that the department is unwilling to give up. The reason one does not see much change in the criminal justice system in the country despite enough international experience of the police, believes Khan, is due to the bureaucratic attitude. “Anything we propose to the high ups after our return has to wade through the mass of bureaucracy,” laments Khan “and until we receive orders from above, we cannot implement any of the practices we learn.”


The launching of Mohafiz Squads – a police patrolling force launched by the Capital City Police Karachi to contain growing street crimes in the metropolis – is one such initiative which has not proved to be effective. “The idea was to replicate the model of community policing abroad,” says Khan. However, no visible improvement in the level of security has been witnessed since their deployment as the police force has been inducted from different police stations in the city, hence weakening the system of policing at police stations. “The higher police officials should induct new people for the job so the entire system of policing is strengthened,” he suggests. “By reducing the strength of policemen at the station, the system will be further weakened.” Unless these issues are addressed, we will not receive the desired results, Khan says. 


However, despite the hurdles, another successful modification, informs Khan, has been the establishment of a training school in Garden Police Head Quarters for the local police to learn from the administrative and international policing skills of their counterparts. “We are trying our best to impart the skills and education with the limited resources we have, but some obsolete practices have to be given up and the system has to be revamped including the redefining of police jurisdiction – which only the higher officials can do.” He commended the efforts of the present DIG Karachi Shoaib Suddle and said the police force has high expectations from him.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-20, 29/05/2008)

Ex-IGP’s former son-in-law takes him to court


KARACHI: Former Sindh IGP Asad Jehangir’s estranged son-in-law has gone to court, claiming Jehangir and his family commissioned a dacoity at his house.


The petition was filed by Abid Kazim Ali and his father Kazim Ali through their counsel Anwar Mansoor Khan. According to the petition, Abid Kazim Ali was married to Ayesha, Jehangir’s step daughter, but the couple is now estranged.


On Wednesday, Acting Chief Justice Azizullah M. Memon issued notices to Jehangir, his wife, step sons and daughter in addition to several police officers, for June 6 in the constitutional petition.

Kazim Ali and his son have asked the court to protect them from harassment and also order the police to register an FIR of a dacoity at their flat.


They have alleged that on May 17, 2008, Jehangir, his second wife, step sons Umar and Imran and daughter Ayesha came to their flat and forced their way in after midnight. Umar was allegedly toting a gun and Abid ran away to save his life. He called Madadgar 15 (the Police Helpline) after which SHO Bahadurabad came to the scene but did nothing upon seeing his former boss, maintained the petitioner.


SP Sohail Chattha also arrived and advised both sides to settle the matter amicably. On May 20, 2008, for the second time, Jehangir’s wife, daughter and sons came to Abid’s place along with a heavy police posse accompanied by the SHO and DSP of Bahadurabad. They also brought a big truck and allegedly decamped with articles worth rupees 700,000, maintains the petitioner. 


The petitioner said that he approached SP Sohail Chattha for the registration of an FIR as the SHO and DSP of the area were themselves involved but he refused to do so on the grounds that it was a family matter and not cognizable. However, later he asked the petitioner/complainant to make a complaint in writing.

No action has been taken yet and the police is evading the registration of an FIR, submitted counsel Anwar Mansoor Khan on Wednesday before the SHC bench. After hearing the initial arguments, the bench issued pre-admission notices to the respondents for June 5.

Meanwhile, Abid Kazim Ali was also admitted to pre-arrest bail for the sum of rupees 50,000 by the same bench.

(By AR Qureshi, DailyTimes-B1, 29/05/2008)

Driver saved from mob, bus not as lucky


KARACHI: The police managed to save a bus driver from being beaten after a traffic accident within the jurisdiction of Sharah-e-Faisal police station on Wednesday but his vehicle was not as lucky. 
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The accident took place in the afternoon near Karsaz. Two brothers, Mohammad Arif, 24, and M. Kashif, 21, were injured in the accident. They were taken to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center where Arif was declared critical. 


The victims are residents of the Malir Jaffer Tayyar Society and were riding on a motorcycle when they hit a passenger bus bearing number CA-0371 from behind. 


Quoting the victims and the driver, SHO Asad Aleem said that the two groups have given contradictory statements. According to the motorcyclists, the bus driver supposedly braked out of nowhere. As a result the motorcyclists slammed into the bus. However, the driver said that the bus was out of control and he was engaged in its repairs when the motorcycle of the two brothers ran into it from behind. 


The SHO said that the police is confused about who to believe as no eye witnesses could be found to ascertain the truth.

A mob soon formed following the accident and started rioting and pelting the passing vehicles with stones. It also set the bus on fire. People tried to torture the driver but a heavy contingent of law enforcers reached the scene and brought the situation under control. The flow of traffic was soon established. 


The SHO said that according to the international driving law, the person who hits from behind is responsible but the situation is quite opposite here, with the injured victims wanting to register a case against the bus driver. No FIR was registered till the filing of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/05/2008)

Railways waiting for govt go-ahead on KCR survey


KARACHI: The Pakistan Railways (PR) has made all arrangements for an environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the proposed Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), Daily Times learnt on Wednesday. EIAs are mandatory for all mega projects.
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“We are waiting for the federal government to award the contract for the EIA,” said a senior official of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) on condition of anonymity. 


The revived KCR will cater about 0.7 million passengers from 23 different stations of industrial, commercial and residential areas of the city. It is 50 kilometers long, comprises three zones and will pass through 21 underpasses and bridges. The Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) will sponsor the project and the Japanese government will provide a loan of $872 million.


In the first phase, a track will be constructed from the city station to Landhi and the two lines will run parallel to the main railway tracks. In the second phase, a track will be constructed from Drigh Road station and after crossing Shahrah-e-Faisal it will pass Gulistan-e-Johar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, Lyari, Mithadar and will finally touch the Karachi city station. In the third phase a line will spread from Drigh Road station to the Jinnah International Airport. 

“Karachi is the largest urban center of Pakistan but does not have a proper transport system which causes congestion, pollution and accidents,” he added. 


The KCR was functional in 1964 and 1970 but due to a low number of trains and lack of investment it was closed. A plan for a mass transit system for the city has been under consideration since 1976, but for various reasons the project has been kept on hold. 


When KCR Project Director Aijaz Hussain Khilji was contacted for details on the project, he said that he was out of the city but he would not have issued a statement anyway because of restrictions from by the Railways ministry. 


Answering a query about the slum settlements in the route of the KCR, he said that there are no land issues for KCR. According to Railway laws, 100 feet from either side of the railway track must be remain vacant, said Pakistan Railway Karachi Divisional Engineer, Noor Al Din. “However, slums are spread over a large area owned by the Pakistan Railways and some have even come 60 feet close to the railway track,” he said. “But I have no idea how the KCR administration will resolve the matter as I am not related to that department.”

(By Amar Guriro, DailyTimes-B1, 30/05/2008)

Cost and benefit of oil subsidy
Fuel prices in Pakistan are heavily subsidised. Oil is bought at international market prices and sold within the country at a lower fixed price. The intention is to shield the domestic prices from the volatility of international oil market.

This article argues that the benefits of this policy may not outweigh the economic/social losses associated with the policy for several reasons.


First, fuel subsidies distort the relative prices of goods and services and prices no longer serve the purpose of efficient allocation of resources.


Second, the efficacy of fuel subsidies in shielding the economy from international supply shocks is uncertain particularly if the resultant budget deficit is monetised. Further, subsidies seem to be based on political expediency rather than economic considerations.

Finally, fuel subsidies prevent development of alternate and more efficient modes of transportation and lighting.


First, let us consider the proposed benefits of fuel subsidies. The foremost argument made is that subsidies provide relief to that ever elusive “common” man. A fuel subsidy has two different benefits. There is a direct benefit since the cost of petrol, transportation, lighting and energy are kept low. Then there is an indirect effect which prevents an associated rise in prices of all other goods due to a rise in transportation costs, power cost and input prices. At least for the direct effect, it has been shown that in many countries the benefit of the subsidy is highest for high income groups. Incidentally, Pakistan is an outlier in this research where the share of subsidy is highest for the lowest income groups.


The other perceived benefit of fuel subsidy is price stability. The fluctuations in international oil markets are supposed to be dampened by the fuel subsidy. A casual look at the data suggests that the policy has been successful, for example from January 1998 oil prices have increased by nearly 500 per cent while prices in Pakistan only rose by 70 per cent. On the other hand, a correlation of 0.96 suggests that domestic prices and international oil prices move in the same direction. Clearly, fuel subsidies have been able to absorb part of the oil shock but at what cost?


The first argument against fuel subsidy is that since fuel is a pervasive input, it distorts prices throughout the economy. It can also make business less efficient since firms can make the same (or higher) profits as international competitors despite using less efficient (more expensive) capital (inputs). As businesses get used to the subsidy like our businesses have, they will never be able to compete in international markets.


Similarly, by not passing the prices through, the government is not allowing any change in energy consumption pattern. While it is true that fuel demand is inelastic in the short run, many studies have shown that in the long run oil demand is elastic. After the two oil shocks, businesses in industrialised countries opted for more efficient technologies. Similarly, we are not letting consumer search for other modes of transportation or lighting. For example, higher energy cost may induce consumers to opt for energy saver light bulbs despite the higher cost.


Now let us consider the fiscal impact of an oil subsidy. With a dramatic rise in oil prices observed recently, the government has to make stark choice if it wants to continue the subsidies. Either, let its deficit rise or cut its other expenditures.


Since most current expenditure as well as defence and interest payments are sacrosanct, the axe generally falls on the development budget or social spending such as education and health. The government could also decide to loosen its fiscal stance i.e. increase the budget deficit. This has to be financed either by selling assets or domestic/international borrowing. The government has generally opted for domestic borrowing.

Now in order to keep interest rates low (most likely to keep a check on interest payments) the government has resorted to short-term borrowing for the State Bank of Pakistan. This is a textbook story of direct central bank borrowing leading to increase in money supply which results in inflation. So the two choices are either higher inflation or cuts in development and social spending. Both of these would hurt the “common” man.


The policy of subsidising fuel while allowing inflation through central bank borrowing may still be making sense if the resultant general price level increase is lower than the inflation resulting from the direct and indirect effects of oil price increase. But this is an open research question.

Also recognising the fact that there maybe some households which have no other alternative and fuel price hikes would be an unbearable burden, the government could implement a targeted subsidy to provide relief to vulnerable households which will not be as distortionary.


The fuel subsidy has become a political tool rather than an economic policy instrument to keep inflation low. The previous government kept oil prices low due to political expediency. The need is to depoliticise this issue and link oil prices to international oil prices with an independent body which makes decisions based on economic considerations.

Finally, fuel subsidies prevent development of alternate modes of transportation or energy. Most advanced economies (with the exception of US), tax gasoline more heavily and instead subsidise public transportation. For example, Norway has one of the highest gasoline prices in the world although it is a net exporter of oil. Subsidy reduces the incentives to explore alternatives.


Is it not possible that the “common” man would benefit more if instead of spending money on oil subsidies, some of that money was used to develop a mass transit systems in major cities? For example, the money saved could be used to promote freight transport by rail rather than trucks. Rail transportation has been shown to be much more fuel efficient as compared to road transportation. Similarly, the money saved from reducing subsidies could be used to invest in alternate sources of energy like wind, solar and coal based power.


It is clear that there are compelling arguments both for and against fuel subsidies. This article has argued that the benefits are outweighed by the social/economic costs of subsidies. Further, it is not clear that the perceived benefits are realised because subsidy expenditure leads to either development budget cuts or inflation both of which hurt the common man.


The problem of fuel subsidies is not a new problem but let us hope that this government has the strategic vision to address this issue by making an independent body responsible for oil price setting, linking oil prices to international oil prices (both on the way up and down), implementing a programme of targeted fuel subsidies and increasing public investment in mass transit and rail freight.

(By Farhan Hameed, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-V, 02/06/2008)

Vehicles collide with barriers on Chundrigar Road

At least three different accidents took place on I.I. Chundrigar Road on Sunday evening – in each case a vehicle rammed into the movable metal dividers installed in the middle of the road. The accidents all took place on the same spot, i.e. in front of the Jang intersection, and occurred within one hour (between 9 and 10 p.m.) 


After third accident, the barriers were removed from Jang intersection all the way up to Shaheen Complex, although it is not clear by whom. Some of the crushed barriers were initially carried off by passers-by.

It is unclear why the vehicles collided with the barriers given that the intersection is decently lit and the barriers themselves have reflectors on each of them. The dividers were erected through the middle of I.I. Chundrigar Road only last week (May 25). Concerned quarters claimed that the effort is that of the CDGK. A three-year contract for this effort had been awarded to al-Murtaza Company.


With no explanation available for why the accidents took place – that too so close to one another – perhaps the people can look to one of the explanations given for the fainting of 30 employees of a factory in SITE on Saturday: May be it was because of ‘ghosts.’

(The News-13, 02/06/2008)

Senators clueless about findings of bridge collapse report
KARACHI, June 2: The findings of an inquiry into the Shershah bridge collapse, which killed some half a dozen people and cost Rs2 billion in damages, appears to be a mystery even for legislators, who are desperate to know of the forces that have been marked as responsible for the tragedy.


A brief talk with members of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications showed that they had no details of the inquiry report prepared by the Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission (PMIC) despite their repeated demands.

When contacted by Dawn almost all members of the committee they had scant knowledge of the inquiry report, as they all had been told that a faulty design of the project led to the collapse of the bridge, but they had not been told about the institutions and people who approved the plan.

”We invited the secretary for communications [to brief us] on the subject a few months ago,” said Senator Dr Mohammad Ismail Buledi, member of the committee. “He (secretary communications) briefed the committee on the issue and promised to make the inquiry report public.”
However, conversations with the senator suggested that a copy of the report, which was pledged to be made public, had not been provided even to the members of the committee.

The 70-metre-long Baldia loop of the Shershah bridge collapsed in September 2007, a mere 20 days after its inauguration by President Pervez Musharraf. Dozens of people had been trapped under the mangled mass of concrete for over seven hours before being rescued by government organisations and volunteers.


A Rs3.5 billion project of the National Highway Authority (NHA), which also involved the National Logistic Cell (NLC) and a private organization during the course of construction, the tragedy halted the Northern Bypass project. The reconstruction of the bridge and action against the culprits behind the tragedy are awaited.


”I personally feel that there is a kind of pressure on the ministry that prevents it from making the report public despite our demand,” said one of the 12 members of the senate committee, who did not want to be named.

”Our last meeting in March on the subject concluded with recommendations that the findings of the PMIC, which conducted an inquiry into the collapse of the bridge, be made public as soon as possible.”

He said none of the members of the committee had yet received a copy of the report. However, the senator added, the committee enjoyed a limited mandate and could only put pressure on the institutions concerned to follow its recommendations.


Though the government claims it has completed the inquiry into the bridge collapse, it has yet to register a case against the individuals or institutions responsible for what can surely be described as a case of criminal negligence.

The communication ministry recently reiterated that it would move against the culprits but the record at the Site police station “under whose jurisdiction falls the area of the incident” suggests no case has been registered about the incident. Fresh disclosures by the senators cast doubts on the ministry’s sincerity about bringing the culprits to book.


”We have been briefed on the inquiry report and not provided with a copy of that document,” said Senator Naeem Hussain Chathha, another member of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications.

”I think when we met last time the inquiry was still going on but officials of the ministry of communications made a commitment to us that they would keep us abreast of the progress. It would be difficult for me to recall all such details right now.”
(By Imran Ayub, Dawn-17, 03/06/2008)

Illegal construction in Gulistan-e-Jauhar brings misery to residents

The residents of the houses surrounding the ‘amenity plots’ — ST-28 (on which there is a mosque) and ST-30 (where there is a public park), Block 15, Gulistan-e-Jauhar — are suffering at the hands of encroachers at these locations. According to residents, the amenity plot ST-28 was exclusively earmarked for a mosque. However, it was encroached by the Jamia Darul Khair administration and now a four-storey, 40-bed hospital is under construction, a violation of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) rules. 


The construction of the hospital is causing a grave concern to the area residents given its long-term impacts. For starters, it will compromise their privacy, they said. The residents strongly feel that a ‘charity’ hospital is not needed in the area, which has only been established to gain access to and influence in the area. 

“If the madrassa wanted to do humanitarian service, they could have purchased a separate plot elsewhere instead of building a hospital on a plot allocated for a mosque and that too right in the middle of a residential area,” said one resident. In fact, a number of madrassa students live in this yet to-be-completed hospital building as well as the park adjacent to it. Clearly, the building also serves as a student dormitory — an extension of the main hostel of the Jamia Daarul Khair on ST-2.


As many as 55 residents of Block 15 have expressed their concern regarding the encroachment and the unchecked construction taking place as a result of that. The mosque built on ST-28 occupies hardly 1/8th of the whole hospital structure. The construction of the mini mosque has been completed and prayers are being regularly offered there, while work continues on the remaining portion independent of the mosque, a local resident told The News.


A sign displayed on the site reads ‘Mohammad Asfandyar Welfare Medical Centre’, associating the project with the Jamia Daarul Khair, explained another resident. The administration demolished the western boundary wall of the public park (ST-30) on which it built the rear wall of the mini mosque and the allied structure of the hospital (ST-28), a resident said. 

In this process, the madrassa administration has already taken over a 10-feet lane that was supposed to separate the park boundary wall from the mosque, he added. The madrassa administration also violated the open space on the 40-feet-wide street passing in front of the houses B-47 to B-50. The first floor is built on top of the extending sunshade projecting wall into the 40-feet wide street, thus violating the privacy of residents living across. This is in complete disregard of the KBCA rules, protested another resident.


The owners of Jamia Daarul Khair had, earlier, illegally annexed the 10-feet lane between their plot ST-28 and houses A-39 through A-42. The encroached land (over 160 square yards) was being used as a garage for vehicles which undergo maintenance, thus causing pollution in the neighbourhood. They further encroached upon the amenity plot ST-3A on which a car sale/rental agency (AJ’s Automobiles) has been set up in the front, while a plant nursery in the back, which lies in front of houses A-231 to A-240, added the resident. From time to time, this nursery keeps on polluting the environment with the unbearable odour of the organic compost.


As far as the park (ST-30), the residents said that “we have appealed to the authorities to protect the park from these people because we think that the occupants of ST-28 will try to further encroach upon it.”

A local resident said that the madrassa students generally behave in an uncouth manner. He wondered what kind of Islamic teachings they are taught at the madrassa when they don’t even know how to behave in a civilised manner. He added that they (students) refuse to listen to the complaints of respected citizens in their neighbourhood.

“When we went to the madrassa management to discuss the problem of encroachments, they were rude and started bullying us,” added the residents. “We had also written a complaint letter to the City Nazim but even that has failed to produce any result.”


According to a senior citizen of the area, the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) horticulture staff last year attempted to deal with one such encroachment by erecting a wall against the illegally created gate of the mini mosque that provides unauthorised access from the park. However, a screaming mob of ruffians came rushing from the madrassa and misbehaved with the CDGK staff, preventing them from carrying out their duties. When the officials produced a written order as per the demand of the madrassa people, the latter tore it apart and threatened the officials with dire consequences. 


Now, using various intimidation tactics, the Daarul Khair management has been trying to invoke fear among the residents. Even the police officials have stayed away from the entire matter despite the fact that a written request was given to them by the CDGK Park administration. Still, they did not provide police escort which could have let the contractor proceed with the government work without fear.

Most of the residents that The News met are of the firm opinion that madrassas for male, adult students — regardless of its affiliations or sect — should be relocated far from residential areas. They have urged the government to pass the necessary legislation in this regard.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-19, 03/06/2008)

Cul-de-Sac traffic system for DHA Phase VIII


KARACHI: The cul-de-sac or dead-end street is the preferred method of traffic control in DHA’s upcoming phase VIII with its residents choosing it over loop streets, Daily Times has learnt from a discussion between them and consultant engineers. 


“Cul-de-sac” commonly refers to a street, lane, or passage closed at one end, a blind alley with no outlet except at the entrance, explained DHA Spokesman Col. (Retd) Raffat Naqvi. Other options for street design include the commonly used thoroughfares, which are open at opposite ends, and loop streets, which have two openings and the road connecting the two curves in the middle forms a semi-circle. 


The cul-de-sac system has been widely used in Islamabad’s street design and many streets in the residential areas, particularly in the F, G and I sectors are cul-de-sacs.

He went on to say that since the early use of the cul-de-sac from 1928 as part of the hierarchical circulation system in the design of Radburn, New Jersey, this design has been chosen the most to control traffic. The town’s structure exemplified the ideal subdivision layout. Radburn was a town in which children need never dodge motor trucks on their way to school. 


Residents have yet to completely assimilate the idea. While some said that cul-de-sacs were safer and quieter, other residents, including a professional engineer, opposed the design on various grounds. “It lacks the interconnectedness of development patterns like the gridiron, where streets intersect each other to form a grid pattern. One must always leave the cul-de-sac via a collector street to go anywhere, leaving minimal route choices, so one is stuck using the same path day after day,” claimed the engineer-resident.

He said that pedestrian travel will be long and boring with inefficient connections to nearby destinations. “One lacks the sense of being in a neighborhood or town with a civic identity. Main streets and tree-lined corridors that connect places and communicate the character and structure of a community are absent and what’s left is a string of dead ends on faceless connectors that lead nowhere,” he complained.


Another concern that DHA needs to address will be driveway for emergency vehicles such as fire brigades and ambulances, to provide a sense of security to the residents. According to Naqvi, suburban cul-de-sacs were previously short, straight streets with just a few houses. They were intended to provide a safe dwelling for residents allowing slow, smooth car movements to and from their houses. Today, with increased car ownership, the cul-de-sac has grown wider and much longer with more houses along it. “It ends in a circular space large enough for service and emergency vehicles to turn around, often more than a hundred feet in diameter. In its pure form, all the houses in a subdivision are situated on cul-de-sacs and as few as possible are placed on busier and noisier collector streets. A close cousin of the cul-de-sac is the loop street, which is similar in that it discourages traffic, going nowhere other than to the homes along it. However it has two access points and is usually longer than the cul-de-sac. Both loops and cul-de-sacs are often found in the same development,” he added. What is more convenient for emergency vehicles? Driving through main roads laden with heavy traffic, consuming extra time or using a street with clear traffic with a through exit?


Moreover, the cul-de-sac pattern has been strongly encouraged by traffic engineering and subdivision standards. “Ever since one of the first engineering studies on residential street safety was done in Los Angeles between 1951 and 1956, the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) has recommended a hierarchical discontinuous street system for residential neighborhoods. The study showed that the number of accidents was substantially higher in grid-based subdivisions so the ITE established engineering standards using cul-de-sacs. The standards incorporated limited access to the perimeter highway, discontinuous local streets that discourage traffic, curvilinear design patterns, cul-de-sacs, short streets, elbow turns, T-intersections, and a clear distinction between access streets and neighborhood collectors,” informed a resident engineer of Osmani consultants.

(By Shahzad Shah Jillani, DailyTimes-B1, 03/06/2008)

Karachi’s public transport deciding to go ‘private’


KARACHI: In a growing trend, transporters, with their vehicles and business, are leaving Karachi for other more lucrative parts of Pakistan. So far, 8,500 vehicles have moved from the city since 2002. The traffic police, vehicle inspectors, rioters and increasing fuel prices in the city make it impossible for them to sustain their business here, learnt Daily Times.

According to some of the transporters, almost eight vehicles are shifted from Karachi to other cities daily after being converted into goods carrying vehicles. There has been no addition to the public transport, minibuses or coaches, in the city since 2002.


They added that former Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui, who took serious notice of this issue, had directed the Sindh secretary transport to take effective measures to prevent the reduction in public transport vehicles and their conversion into goods carriers.


District Road Transport Authority Secretary Malik Saeed and the local excise and taxation department are issuing no objection certificates (NOC) to owners of public transport vehicles for Rs 20,000 for the conversion of the vehicle, alleged transporters.


Transporters told Daily Times that they are the first victims of any public protest and the traffic police is also constantly targeting them for bribes and undue challans. By converting public transport vehicles into goods carrying vehicles, the owners have secured their vehicles. They do not have to face trouble on roads and can safely earn their living, they claimed.

When asked why they give the police a chance to catch them, they replied that people climb to the roofs of the buses on their own accord because of the serious shortage of public transport. Karachi needs a fleet big enough to ensure that workers get home and to work on time.


The Sindh minister for transport had previously told Daily Times that the transporters had been violating the traffic rules and regulations. However, he also stated that almost 90 percent of the dumpers and lifters in the city were on the roads without a route permit. 


There are road accidents every day because of the shabby condition of the buses, minibuses and coaches. Only about 15 percent of them have proper seats, railings for standing passengers and doors. Most don’t have fitness certificates.

According to the data from the Sindh Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) and Road Transport Authority (RTA), Sindh, the number of vehicles in the city has continuously decreased. If the situation persists, there will be a massive shortage of public transport.

(DailyTimes-B1, 06/06/2008)

DCET boys protest accidents

KARACHI: Dawood College of Engineering and Technology (DCET) students protested against road accidents which have so far injured four students on Friday. The student unions of the college blocked a section of the road in front of their college for two hours and a heavy contingent of police was summoned.


The college is located at main (new) M. A. Jinnah Road, opposite Government Islamia College. Jamshed Town Deputy Nazim Zia Jamal responded immediately after the protest commenced and assured the students that their demands will be fulfilled shortly. 


Talking to Daily Times, Punjabi Students Association, DCET unit President Muhammad Nazim Jutt said that he had written a letter to the city nazim around eight months ago, demanding the construction of a pedestrian bridge and installation of cats-eyes in the area. 


The deputy nazim assured the students that he would draft a letter, as assurance, after the Juma prayers, saying cat-eyes will be installed within two days and a pedestrian bridge will be constructed within two months, but he never came back. "If our demands are not addressed, we will commence the protest tomorrow (Saturday) with a stronger intensity," warned Jamal.


According to sources, the DCET administration had also written a letter to the city nazim on November 30, 2007, requesting the installation of cat-eyes and the construction of a pedestrian bridge. The administration had sent a reminded on May 6, 2008, but to no avail. Sources added that the letter is lying with the Assistant District Officer Shabib-ul-Jhassan.


Speeding traffic has injured many students in the past including Faisal Khattak of the Pakhtoon Students Federation, Rahil of Jamiat, five students belonging to the PSA two other students.

(DailyTimes-B1, 07/06/2008)

No more candles for Affan’s birthday

Every year on June 8, Latif-ur-Rehman and his wife make sure that they arrange something special for the birthday of their only child, Affan. Unfortunately, this year, on June 8, instead of celebrating Affan’s fourth birthday, they are mourning his death. 


In a horrific accident that occurred at the Ziaul Haq Colony junction of the Lyari Expressway, on May 15, little Affan was crushed to death by a speeding vehicle.

The newly-constructed Lyari Expressway facilitates commuters coming from Sohrab Goth. However, the local residents of Ziaul Haq Colony unwittingly use this portion of road to sit and enjoy some fresh air. 


Contractors building the Lyari Expressway had dumped a huge pile of sand beside the bridge that, after some time, equalled the height of the bridge. It was this pile that enabled Affan to climb onto the bridge in the first place, said his father Latif while talking to The News in a grim and halting voice.


The father of the deceased said that, though the sand pile helped the area people to climb onto the bridge to get some ‘fresh air’, the activity was dangerous considering the fast-moving vehicular traffic. 


“We had registered Affan’s name in a nearby school for the upcoming educational session and he was supposed to join school from August,” Latif said. “On May 15, I dropped my wife to her parents’ house in Ziaul Haq Colony and went to work,” said Latif, who runs a small shop at Gulshan-e-Shameem. Affan was playing with his cousins in the area. Later, they all went to the bridge in search of open space to play, he said, adding that, normally, parents do not allow their children to walk to the ramp or go to the bridge. However, there was nobody around at the time to stop the children. 

“At about 4.30 p.m., a speeding Alto car, coming from Sohrab Goth, hit Affan right in the chest, while he was standing in the middle of the road,” Latif said. “My in-laws immediately took Affan to Samdani Hospital where doctors pronounced him dead,” he said, his voice clearly choking from the despair. 


Latif accepted that it was, of course, Affan’s fault as he followed his cousins who were following others, but added that he couldn’t help but feel that, if the contractor had removed the sand, the accident could have been avoided. Proper security arrangements to prevent such incidents should be made and the government should force contractors to complete their projects on time and tidy up after they are done, suggested Latif.

“It has been extremely difficult for us to accept that our only son is now no more,” said Latif. “His early death was too shocking for the family, especially for his mother, who was pregnant at that time and suffered complications during pregnancy,” he added. Affan’s mother gave birth to a baby girl on June 1, which may help ease the pain of losing an only child. 

She says she is trying to now direct her affection for her lost son towards her new daughter.


Meanwhile, the area people said that, since the completion of the bridge, Affan’s death was the fifth road accident case – in each of them a child has expired. There are no street lights installed nor are their any iron grills to prevent entry onto the expressway, they complained.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-13, 08/06/2008)

Signal-free Corridor-III to be completed in six months

City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has expressed the hope that the Signal-Free Corridor-III (from Saddar to Safoora Goth), where construction is underway in full swing, will be completed within the next six months. 


During a visit to the under-construction Preedy Street (from Mazar-e-Quaid to Saddar Dawakhana), Kamal said that work on the flyover at Jail Chowrangi and an elevated U-turn at Nipa Chowrangi was going to begin soon. 

“As many as 1,300 houses and shops were affected with the construction of Preedy Street. Everyone will be provided with better alternate places for which all planning has been done,” he said. 

The nazim said that under the original plan, the 100-foot-wide and 12,000-foot-long Preedy Street had to be constructed as a dual-lane road from Saddar Dawakhana to Mazar-e-Quaid. A major portion of the road on both sides has almost been completed and only a kilometre-long middle part is left to be constructed. This will be be completed soon, Kamal said.


The construction of Preedy Street would decrease the traffic pressure at M.A. Jinnah Road, Numaish Chowrangi, Sharea Faisal and Lucky Star and the travel distance from Saddar Dawakhana to Mazar-e-Quaid would also be reduced.

“This new road will be taken as alternate artery to Sharea Faisal and M.A. Jinnah Road and the traffic flow will be regularised on both sides with the construction of its link with the University Road and Shahrah-e-Quaideen,” he maintained.


Kamal said that the construction of Corridor-III would decrease the traffic pressure in Saddar while the problem of traffic jams at M.A. Jinnah Road would also be solved with the completion of the new road. 


Former federal minister and MNA Babar Khan Ghori, provincial IT minister Muhammad Raza Haroon, MPA Imamuddin Shahzad, DCO Karachi Javed Hanif Khan, Addl. EDO Revenue, EDO Transport, EDO W&S, nazims of Saddar and Jamshed towns, P.D Lines Area Development Project and other officers concerned also accompanied Kamal during the visit.

(The News-20, 08/06/2008)

Apprehensions over KSDP expressed

Development experts, political leaders and civil society organisations expressed apprehensions over the recent programme and polices of City District Government Karachi (CDGK). These concerns were articulated at a seminar, organised by Baloch Social and Cultural Society (BSCS).


The participants strongly opposed the present plans of the CDGK and termed them anti-poor. Moreover, they accused that the plans are also construction and real estate-centric, which will deprive the indigenous people of Karachi of their developmental rights. 


Rafiq Engineer, Minister for Katchi Abadies, Sajid Jokhio, Minister for Zakat and Usher, Hakeem Baloch, Former Minister Sindh, Yousuf Mustikhan, Vice Chairman, Nation Workers party, Murtaza Baloch, town Nazim Gadap and others also spoke on the occasion.


The participants demanded from the government to stop their plans like the Karachi Strategic Developmental Plan (KSDP) 2020. They added that such plans will only benefit the construction and land mafia along with the rich instead of helping the local communities. They also urged that centuries old residents should be the first priority of the government. 


During the seminar speakers said that under this KSDP 2020 only new settlers will be facilitated, which can result in the displacement of local communities which is a clear cut violation of human rights.


During open discussion participants urged political leaders to take a stand for the rights of local people of Sindh. Speakers urged the federal government that the plans should be revised with the consultation of the local communities and representative organisations before implementation.


The participants also demanded of the government to provide basic facilities to the old areas residents. They said a package for poverty alleviation should be announced for underprivileged communities rather than displacing them from their centuries old dwellings. 


The speakers also demanded that bloodshed in Lyari be stopped immediately.

(The News-19, 10/06/2008)

Transport contributes 10pc to GDP
ISLAMABAD, June 10: The transport and communications sector accounts for about 10 per cent of GDP and 22 per cent of Gross Fixed Capital Formation in the outgoing financial year, according to Economic Survey 2007-08.


The survey released here on Tuesday says that a well performing transport and communication structure is vital for the country’s development. Investment in infrastructure directly affects economic growth as producers find the best markets for their goods, reducing transportation time and cost, and generating employment opportunities.

This sector provides over 2.3 million jobs in the country (6 per cent of all employment) and receives 12 to 15 per cent of funds from Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP). Apart from being a significantly large source of budgetary expenditure, the transportation sector imposes huge demand on energy supply, absorbing approximately 35 per cent of total energy annually.


The country has a reasonably developed transport infrastructure and generates a total domestic transport load of around 239 billion passenger kilometres and 153 billion ton kilometres annually. The growth in demand for transportation services is considerably higher than growth in GDP.


The survey terms road transport the backbone of the communication system. The 9574 km long national highway and motorway network – which is 3.65 per cent of the total road network – carries 80 per cent of the country’s total traffic.

Over the past 10 years, road traffic – both passenger and freight – has grown significantly faster than the national economy. Currently, it is accounting for 91 per cent of national passenger traffic and 96 per cent of freight.

However, neglect of other modes of transportation in favour of improvement of the road infrastructure has been a prevalent problem in the country’s transportation sector, the survey notes.

(By Bakhtawar Mian, Dawn-9, 11/06/2008)

CDGK-NHA row still unresolved
KARACHI, June 11: A row between the city district government of Karachi (CDGK) and the National Highway Authority (NHA) over the collection of toll tax on the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass continues as the federal government has failed to take up the issue pending settlement for the last four months.

In February, the city government sought the intervention of the caretaker federal government for the resolution of the issue of toll tax collection on the two mega-projects � the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass � constructed by the NHA, on the ground that they are within the administrative limits of the city government rather than being inter-provincial highways.


Karachi Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal wrote a letter to the then caretaker federal minister for communication, pointing out that the toll tax being collected on the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass by the NHA was beyond its mandate.

Well-placed sources told Dawn that caretaker minister Habibur Rehman had asked the authorities concerned to submit their report about the city government’s contentions. However, the matter was never taken up after the inception of the Pakistan People’s Party-led federal government, in which the portfolio of communication was given to Pakistan Muslim League-N MNA Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, who later tendered resignation along with other party colleagues.


The sources said that the NHA authorities did not want to hand over collection of toll tax to the city government on the pretext that it was the federal government which bore all expenses for the construction of the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass, besides providing millions of rupees for the resettlement of displaced families.

They, however, maintained that the two mega-projects would have never been constructed if the city government had not given the right of way to the federal government.


It was pointed out in the nazim’s letter that it was the people of Karachi who had faced great financial losses and hardship during the process of displacement. The city government contributed a major part of the cost of the two projects as it gave the city’s valuable land to the federal government.


He had maintained that acknowledging the cooperation of the people of the metropolis, President Pervez Musharraf had granted the two projects as a ‘gift’ to the people of Karachi and, therefore, the benefit should go to them.

The sources said the city government would spend the toll tax money on the maintenance and betterment of the two projects if the federal government shifted the mandate to it from the NHA. However, it is learnt that the matter is still pending with the ministry of communications which has neither rejected nor accepted the city government’s demand.


A source in the NHA told Dawn that a sharing formula should be devised instead of handing over the entire toll tax collection to the city government.


In February, President Musharraf inaugurated the south-bound track of the Lyari Expressway, which was completed at a cost of Rs13 billion. The construction of the north-bound track is in progress.

The 16.6km-long Lyari Expressway is meant for light traffic while the Northern Bypass caters to heavy traffic, as all goods reach the port through the Northern Bypass without entering the city.


Nearly 24,000 families had been displaced during the construction of the south-bound carriageway of the Lyari Expressway and had been settled in three areas “Taiser Town, Hawkesbay and Baldia Town” at a cost of Rs5 billion. The Northern Bypass was opened to vehicular traffic in August 2007. The 57km-long project was aimed at accelerating the movement of heavy traffic carrying goods meant for export as well as imported goods without hampering traffic flow in the city, besides providing a direct link between the Karachi Port and the newly constructed Gwadar Port through the Makran Coastal Highway.

It is pertinent to mention here that the City Council had also passed a resolution in March 2008 stating that collection of the tax should come under the purview of the CDGK.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 12/06/2008)

Jam Sadiq Bridge cracks, traffic diverted indefinitely

The Jam Sadiq Ali Bridge was closed to traffic for an indefinite period when cracks developed Wednesday evening on a portion of the bridge.


Traffic between the Koranagi Industrial Area and Qayumabad had been diverted to the Korangi River Road. 

The latter has, as a result, become clogged. A severe traffic jam was witnessed at the Korangi Crossing and the Korangi Bridge stretching about three kilometers. Traffic from Korangi to Defence was also clogged late Wednesday night.

It is worth noting here that the bridge was in a dilapidated condition for a long time, and many potholes had developed on it. The city government had earlier identified the bridge, among many others, to be repaired but no headway was made.


The Korangi Association of Trade & Industry (KATI) had also offered the city government to reconstruct the bridge through their own resources but the city government showed lackluster attitude, resulting in the caving in of the bridge.

(The News-13, 12/06/2008)

Sindh govt desperate to take over the MTD

Differences between the Sindh government and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) may increase as the former looks desperate to take over the Mass Transit Department (MTD) of the city government. “The mass transit should be given to the Sindh Government so that we can work on our policies without any hindrances,” suggested the Sindh Transport Minister, Akhtar Hussain Jadoon.


In an exclusive interview with The News at his office, Jadoon expressed serious reservations regarding the existing system of the Sindh government which, according to him, cannot work unless all powers are given to the Ministry of Transport. All the main departments are under the control of the CDGK — making it a system within a system, which should not be the case, said Jadoon. “They have spent approximately Rs80 million only on their visits to foreign countries which is a huge waste,” he lamented. “The federal government gives funds to the Sindh Ministry, which are to be returned by us along with interest but the same is being utilised by the CDGK, which is ridiculous,” he complained. “If the federal and city government have to work for the city, then what is the purpose of having a transport ministry” he questioned. 


Jadoon further said that as far as Karachi’s transport and traffic issues are concerned, they cannot solve them unless they have the power to do so. “All the key areas including the inter-city bus terminals, truck stands, urban transport are under the control of the CDGK,” he continued, adding that “even the most important mass transit cell that can play a vital role in Sindh’s development is also controlled by the city government.” The provincial minister said that without a proper mass transit system the city cannot be given a good transportation system. “I fail to understand why the funds of the federal ministry are used by the city government if they are to be returned by the Sindh government,” he said.


Regarding the fitness of the vehicles and other traffic problems, he said: “The Motor Vehicle Fitness Department should also come under the transport ministry and the driving license branches should also be represented by us.” He further added that the transport system of the city and rest of the province can be reformed only after the authority is transferred to the Sindh government.


Replying to a question regarding their transport policy, he said: “In the first stage, I have to make sure that all powers are taken back by the transport ministry and then, we will introduce a formula or a system under which every one will have to abide.” He mentioned that they would encourage the private sector especially the foreign companies since improved technology is the need of the hour, although they would not ignore the transporters’ needs. “I will take these transporters into confidence regarding our transport policy so that no one suffers,” he explained. When asked whether the government has any plans to launch their own transport services, he answered that they are considering the option of operating government owned transport but that will be possible only if the circumstances permit.


As far as the CNG buses are concerned, he said that they have proposals from several companies. However, they cannot sign any contracts unless they have complete authority. Giving details of a recent proposal about the CNG buses, he mentioned that “a Pakistani company has showed interest in this regard and they want to spend five million dollars while a Chinese company famous for manufacturing CNG buses will provide technological support.” Under this proposal, two CNG buses will be brought in December and shall be operational in the city on an experimental basis. These buses will be able to carry 45 seated and 30 standing passengers while its manufacturing will be carried out, keeping in view the weather conditions of Karachi as well as interior Sindh, Jadoon said. These buses will be able to run on even three feet of water and will have a life span of 10 years. 


When The News asked him, how long it will take them to get the powers back, he answered that they have already sent a summary to the chief minister in this regard and are hopeful that it will be approved soon. “Once it is approved and the control of these departments is given to us we can start working for the betterment of the transport system across the province,” he concluded.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 12/06/2008)

Jam Sadiq Ali Bridge was not made for heavy vehicles

When the Jam Sadiq Ali Bridge was first designed and built approximately 17 to 18 years ago, “no one imagined that it would one day have to cater to heavy vehicles from industrial areas,” City District Government Karachi (CDGK) Works and Services EDO Amanullah Chachar told The News. This, however, is contrary to the fact that the bridge was built solely to cater to heavy traffic, including lorries and containers, travelling to and from the Korangi and the Jam Sadiq Ali industrial areas.


Designers did not foresee a change in the traffic pattern over the years, Chachar said, adding that the sudden onslaught of heavy vehicles from the adjoining industrial estates had led to a decline in the condition of the bridge.

The bridge also spans a portion of the Malir River. “Industrial waste is emptied into the river. Toxic chemicals and fumes from that waste have also played a part in damaging the bridge, which has, as a result, been in a dilapidated condition for quite a while. Cracks had developed in the pillars as well,” Chachar said.


The CDGK Works and Services Department had conducted a survey of the bridge around a year ago, and work was carried out to repair the cracks on the pillars. Meanwhile, the Karachi Industrial Trading Estate (KITE), which also uses the bridge frequently to ferry items to and from factories, offered to contribute towards the cost of repairing the bridge. “They said they’ll take care of the entire project,” the works and services EDO said. “It is almost a year now, however, and nothing has been done. Their project is apparently still in the planning phase. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal took note of this, and said that it was high time the CDGK took matters into its own hands and repaired the bridge on its own.”


Before anything could be done, however, the cracks in the bridge widened to a dangerous extent Wednesday afternoon, and it was closed to traffic indefinitely. Vehicles were diverted to nearby roads, creating major gridlocks and jams late Wednesday evening.


“We have assigned our labourers to work on the bridge as a priority now. They’re already there, clearing everything up. It will take three to four days, but I’m satisfied with the rate at which the work is progressing. The bridge will be reopened for traffic within three to four days,” Chachar promised. 

Meanwhile, he said, traffic police officials and other law-enforcement personnel had been posted to the spot, and “they’re doing a good job at diverting traffic and making sure no gridlocks or jams occur.”

“Traffic in the area is moving smoothly, except maybe during peak hours,” the EDO maintained.

(By Urooj Zia, The News-14, 13/06/2008)

KTI dissatisfied by new budget

Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), the city’s prominent transport association, expressed its dissatisfaction over the recently announced budget in connection with the transport sector. Under a special package for Karachi, the customs duty on buses should be completely removed and the increase in the price of petroleum products during the last two months should be reverted, they demanded.


According to a press release on Thursday, the representatives of the KTI said that as per the new budget, only 15 per cent of the customs duty has been lifted for CNG buses while no other relief has been given. The government should have given more relaxations to the transport department, they said.

They said that the continuous increase in the price of petroleum products has adversely affected transporters and their businesses are suffering because of this. 
They demanded a revision of the oil prices and also said that more concessions should be given to transporters so that, instead of leaving the business, they can invest more into it their transport business.

(The News-20, 13/06/2008)

C&CC to help resolve civic issues

The induction of the state-of-the-art Command and Control Centre (C&CC) by the city government, equipped with latest electronic surveillance facilities would not only help resolve civic issues, but would also prevent crime, maintain traffic, and thwart terrorist activities in Karachi.


“Initially, the video surveillance facility is available at only two signal-free corridor-I and II of the city but in the later stage, it would be extended to all main thoroughfares and important locations in the city” City Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal told newsmen at a briefing about the C&CC here on Friday. The C&CC facility is expected to be inaugurated by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad on Sunday.


Around 54 surveillance cameras have been installed at signal-free corridor-I (from SITE Habib Bank Chowrangi to Karsaz Bridge at Sharah-e-Faisal and Corridor-II (from Nagan Chowrangi to Drigh Road) that are linked with the C&CC at the Civic Centre through “Wireless Wimax Technology” with fiber optic back-up.


The City Nazim said that CDGK-owned electronic surveillance facility was unique in Pakistan for identifying and resolving civic issues, besides helping the law-enforcement agencies in preventing crime, traffic congestions and pre-empting terrorist activities. “The entire project completed with initial cost of Rs110 million by the city government is unique the state-of-the-art American and European technology, equipment and tools had been used for the project,” Kamal said.

He said that after the inauguration of the first phase of the project, the city government would start working on extending the surveillance facility to the third signal-free corridor from Preedy Street to Safora Goth as well as other important arteries and thoroughfares in the city.


“Main objectives of installing this modern system is to ensure safety of the citizens as well as improving traffic flow and clear congestions, guarding the city government’s infrastructure including flyovers, bridges and underpasses and timely mobilization of CDGK workforce to resolve civic issues” he said.


Kamal said that in the second phase of the project, the city government will install Licence Plate Recognition (LPR) as well as Biometric Face Recognition and RFID to identify movements of individuals, cars and other types of transit measures.


The City Nazim said that physical monitoring of entire Karachi was not possible for any agency so the idea of having an electronic surveillance facility covering entire the entire city was conceived and initiated, which is now fully-operational by all means. He said a dedicated frequency had been acquired for the system and it was also backed by the fiber optic network so there were little chances of any malfunctioning of the system and added that the company which installed the system was also responsible for its maintenance.

“City police and traffic authorities were also briefed about the facility and they were stunned when they saw it. We have offered this facility to police, traffic people and intelligence agencies to improve their functioning in maintaining law and order, controlling crime and maintaining traffic flow in the city” he added.


Kamal said that a rescue-service comprising 15 spacious Mercedes ambulances that would be linked with the C&CC would also be launched simultaneously.

“Each ambulance will have a doctor and a modern operation theatre to provide all necessary healthcare and treatment facility to patients and wounded persons while their shifting to the nearest health facility” Kamal said.

He said this ambulance and rescue service would be linked with the C&CC and would be dispatched immediately to scene of crime or accident by the officials available at the command and control center.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 14/06/2008)

Four-stroke engines for 70,000 rickshaws planned

Sindh Minister for Transport, Akhtar Hussain Jadoon, has said that the government would bear expenses for conversion of 70,000 two-stroke rickshaws into four-stroke CNG system.

This he said while talking to newsmen on Sunday. The minister said that he called on Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-Chairman, Asif Ali Zardari, in Islamabad and apprised him about the problems faced by the families of two-stroke rickshaw owners. Zardari also supported the two-stroke rickshaw operators case.

The minister said that the new diesel buses would also be converted into CNG system. The PPP co-chairmen had approved both the projects, he added. 


The minister said that Machhar Colony would be renamed as Benazir Bhutto Colony as this comes in his constituency. A General Hospital and Benazir Bhutto Computer Institute would also be established in Keamari Town so as to provide education and healthcare facilities to the people of this area.

He said that water supply to Machhar Colony and Mohammadi Colony would soon be ensured while Sikandar Abad Colony and Benazir Bhutto Colony leased.

He said that the main hurdle in supplying gas to Machhar Colony was non-issuance of NOC by the KPT chairman. He has also informed the PPP Co-Chairman about the problem, the minister added.

(The News-14, 16/06/2008)

Holes to allow billboards to pass wind risks


KARACHI: CDGK engineers have decided to cut out holes in the iron sheets of billboards and signs so that they are less likely to be knocked down by winds during the upcoming monsoons. 

[image: image22.jpg]


They came up with this solution at a meeting with CDGK Local Taxes (LT) District Officer (DO) Muhammad Rehan Khan at the end of May. Advertisers were told to use thermopile to cover the holes. If the winds get rough, the thermopile covers will tear but the entire steel structure won’t be brought down.


Outdoor advertisers came to the discussion and were told to follow safety measures for high-rise billboards and signs. The meeting was ignored the Sindh Outdoor Advertisers Association and Karachi Outdoor Advertisers Welfare Association. The holes will be made in billboards in CDGK limits, which is about one-third of the city but this cannot be enforced on areas outside its jurisdiction, such as the cantonments. 


Some technical experts on billboards and signs were skeptical this was a solution. CDGK Municipal EDO Masood Alam told Daily Times that making holes was not a proper solution because wind never travels in a straight line but swirls like a whirlpool as it passes. These holes could be unsafe and will create more problems, he maintained. And the thermopile coverings will not be strong enough to repulse wind pressure and thus the iron sheets will come loose from the welded joints on the main panel and will cause more damage if they drop.


Synergy Advertisers (Pvt) Limited Chief Executive Officer Ahmed Kapadia argued that the installation of billboards and hoardings whether on rooftops or at road sides was not a good decision and they should be removed because they create impediments to vehicular traffic and could lead to damages.

“Today, the corporate sector has adopted a new trend of outdoor advertising: they have started mobile advertising that patrols on streets. This is quite safe and should be encouraged and promoted,” suggested Kapadia.


Pakistan Outdoor & Media Advertisers Association CEO Mohsin Durrani appreciated City Nazim Mustafa Kamal’s efforts to improve the advertising business within the CDGK limits. However, CDGK engineers should keep abreast of the latest developments and new techniques so that the outdoor advertising industry can survive and the city government does not lose the revenue.


The CDGK had set a revenue target of Rs 20 million in 2002, which has now gone up to Rs 60 million. The city nazim cut the number of billboards from 5,000 to 1,800, losing significant revenue in the process. Thus, the government should allow the CDGK to control and manage the billboard industry alone and matters pertaining to revenue should be settled at its offices, commented Durrani.


The CDGK has tasked 125 men to look after the billboard business but there is one man with each cantonment board to run the entire business, from issuing licenses to monitoring billboards. The CDGK has city council-approved by-laws that the cantonment boards lack, Daily Times has learnt.

Despite the loss of lives and damage last year billboards are still being installed on rooftops. The Faisal Cantonment board has, in particular, allowed this to go ahead. On another note, electricity supplies to some billboards and signs in CDGK and cantonment areas have been banned on orders of the Water and Power Development Authority to minimize load shedding.

(By Irfan Aligi, DailyTimes-B1, 16/06/2008)

Two killed in road mishap


KARACHI: Two pedestrians were killed on Sunday when a speeding dumper hit them within the jurisdiction of Sachal police station. 


The bodies were taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where they were identified as Jumma Khan, aged 10 and Mohammad Gul, aged 40. They were the residents of Machar Colony, Keamari Town, said SHO Khanzada. 


Police have arrested the driver, named Zahoor Ahmed, who told police that he did not understand how the accident happened, said the SHO. 


The bodies of the deceased have been shifted to Edhi morgue (Sohrab Goth) after legal formalities had been carried out by the hospital. “We are looking for the relatives of the deceased, as nobody has come forward to claim them,” Khanzada added. No FIR was registered till filing of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 16/06/2008)

Rs2.4bn light rail project being revived: CM
KARACHI, June 17: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has said that the existing $800million ADB-funded mega city project will be redesigned and improved with the inclusion of mass transit schemes such as a light rail, costing Rs2.4 billion, to provide a solution to traffic congestion in the city for the next few decades.


This was one of the salient features of the budget 2008-09, said the chief minister while addressing the post-budget press conference on the seventh floor of the New Sindh Secretariat on Tuesday.


Accompanied by Information Minister Shazia Marri and Chief Secretary Fazal-ur-Rehman, he said the government had accorded high priority to Karachi as far as the infrastructure and strengthening of institutions was concerned. The city was a major economic growth engine not only for Sindh but also for the whole country, he observed.

He recalled that the first special development package of Rs121 billion for Karachi was presented by the Bhutto government in 1996 and said that the scant resources available at present were kept in view while preparing the budget to implement the philosophy of Benazir Bhutto and accomplish her mission.


Yet in addition to the mass transit programme, a package of Rs2 billion was prepared for various priority schemes for Karachi, he said, adding that this included Rs200-million allocation made for the Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project.


Mr Shah said the government accorded high priority to measures against environmental degradation in Karachi as well as the sea. He said urgent actions would be taken by undertaking quick investments on the Greater Karachi Sewerage plan (S-III). For this, he said, the government would provide one billion rupees and request the federal government for a matching allocation.


He said the government with the support of the Asian Development Bank was going to embark upon a Sindh Cities Development Programme. Since urban centres beyond Karachi in the past remained ignored, development of all major cities was kept in view in the budget with top priority accorded to the development of Larkana — the city of the late Benazir Bhutto. The federal government had allocated Rs5 billion and the Sindh government had presented a Rs2billion development package for the uplift works in Larkana.


Rs21bn for police

He said that in order to improve law and order in the metropolis and other parts of Sindh police budget was being enhanced from Rs17.02 billion to Rs21.3 billion which was an increase of 28 per cent. This includes 3,500 additional posts, funds for vehicles, arms and ammunition and Rs1 billion for surveillance cameras.

Besides, he pointed out that the agro export processing zone in Karachi would soon be made operational.


In reply to a question, he said the deficit of Rs14 billion would be met by improving the province’s own revenue collection, mobilising additional revenues, and undertaking an austerity drive through a range of measures including a ban on all luxury items, maintaining ceilings, discouraging unnecessary foreign visits and taking up pending issues, like straight transfers and GST on services, with the federal government.


In response to a few questions, the information minister said priority given to the schemes in the budget was a manifestation of its being poor-friendly budget. She said the government had no magic wand to resolve numerous pressing issues, which were outcome of neglect and wrong policies. However, the democratic government had tried to embark on poverty reduction, address unemployment, bring structural improvement and change mindsets.


“We have political will and as such we will continue to monitor the implementation of development schemes to ensure that the budget yields desired results,” she remarked.


About problems being faced by journalists, the minister pledged that the lease issue of the Karachi Press Club would be resolved soon, while obstacles in the development of Hawkesbay land for the journalists’ housing society would also be resolved this year.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-17, 18/06/2008)

Sindh High Court orders attachment of killer dumper

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has ordered the attachment of a Lasbella-bound private dumper, involved in the killing of a man in a road accident on Nawab Siddique Ali Khan Road.

The order came in a lawsuit filed under the Fatal Accidents Act-1855 by Farhana, widow of 40-year-old Tahir Mansoor. The latter died in the road accident in March 2008.

Plaintiff Farhana and her two daughters, three-year-old Hafsa and one-year-old Hadia, sued the owner and driver of the dumper (No. TKE-511) and claimed Rs13 million in compensation. The suit came up for hearing before Justice Arshad Noor Khan on an urgent motion for soliciting an urgent order on an application wherein the attachment before judgement of the dumper involved in the accident was sought.


The plaintiff’s counsel, Nasir Maqsood, contended that the dumper owner was attempting to hand over the dumper in question to some other person on an open letter basis as per the tradition prevailing in private transport sector wherein the ownership remains in the name of the actual owner on paper but the possession of the vehicle is handed over to the other party. In this way, third party interest is apprehended to be created which may create obstacles in the realization of the the decretal amount in case the judgment goes in favour of the plaintiff.


It was contended in the application that the police authorities had released the dumper after the accident without keeping any solvent security and the dumper was also not insured for third-party risk. This is mandatory under Section 125 of the Motor Vehicles Act-1939. As such, the dumper was only tangible asset known to the plaintiff and if the decree in the compensation case was passed, the widow and minor children would not be able to enjoy the fruit of the decree and the latter would be defeated badly.


The counsel also relied upon similar orders of other judges in which the interim order of attachment before judgement was granted in similar circumstances.


After hearing the preliminary arguments of the counsel, the court directed the Nazimabad police station SHO, who released the dumper, to impound and place the vehicle at the police station till further orders. An Excise & Taxation officer concerned was also put on intimation regarding the attachment for not executing the transfer deed of the dumper.


Detention case: The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the DPO Jacobabad to file comments on the detention matter of two boys allegedly arrested by police on May 1 this year.


The SHC’s division bench, comprising Justice Mrs Yasmeen Abbasey and Justice Bin Yamin, was hearing the petition of Mohammad Nawaz Rind against the detention of his relatives, Nadir Ali and Dost Mohammad. The petitioner said that the Jafferabad (Balochistan) and Jacobabad police had arrested the detainees and other relatives including Rustom and Yar Mohammad in an alleged shootout from Haji Nehal Khan village, Jacobabad, on May 1, 2008.


Later, except Nadir and Dost, the other relatives were remanded to judicial custody but the whereabouts of the detainees were still unknown, Rind said, adding that when he approached the police station concerned, the police denied their arrest.


Following court notice, the DSP Jafferabad filed his affidavit denying the arrest or detention of Nadir and Dost Mohammad. Besides, the SHO Saddar police station (Jacobabad) also denied that the petitioner had approached the police station for registering a report regarding the missing or kidnapping of the detainees.

After taking the affidavits of the respondents on record, the court directed the DPO Jacobabad to file his comments on the next date of hearing i.e. June 26.

(The News-14, 19/06/2008)

Toddlers suing father-killing dumper for Rs 13m

KARACHI: A widow and her one- and three-year-old daughters are suing the owner and driver of a dumper truck that killed her husband in March. On Wednesday, the Sindh High Court ordered for it to be impounded and kept at the Nazimabad police station.


Justice Arshad Noor Khan ordered the attachment of the Lasbella-bound private dumper (No.TKE-511), involved in killing Tahir Mansoor on Nawab Siddique Ali Khan road, Karachi. The attachment order came in a suit filed under the Provision of Fatal Accidents Act, 1855, on behalf of widow Farhana, three-year-old Hafsa and one-year-old Hadia. They have claimed the compensation from owner Khan Baz and driver Noroze Ali. 


The attachment was sought on the grounds that the owner is attempting to hand over the dumper to some other person on an open-letter basis. This means the ownership remains in the name of the actual owner on paper but possession of the vehicle stays with the other. In this way, Farhana apprehends a third-party interest could be created which may create obstacles in the realization of the decretal amount if they win the case.


Farhana and her daughters have contended that the police released the dumper after the accident without any solvent security. The dumper is not insured either for third-party risk which is mandatory under Section 125 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939 and as such is the only tangible asset known to Farhana and her children, the plaintiffs. If the decree in the compensation case is passed, she and her children will not be able to benefit from it.


Justice Arshad Noor, after hearing their counsel Nasir Maqsood, ordered the Nazimabad SHO to impound and place the vehicle at the police station till further orders. The Excise & Taxation Officer was also informed about the attachment to ensure there is no transfer in the meantime.

(DailyTimes-B1, 19/06/2008)

Dumper rams into bridge, Dumper rams into bridge, causes traffic jam on Korangi Road

Commuters on the Korangi Road suffered what many of them thought was the worst traffic jam of the year as a gridlock emerged at the Qayyumabad roundabout. On Thursday morning, bumper-to-bumper backed up for hours all the way to the the Sunset Boulevard traffic signal along the Korangi Road.

The reason for the jam was reportedly a speeding dumper truck which rammed into the side walls of the Korangi River Bridge blocking the flow of traffic towards the Korangi Crossing. As a result gridlocks at both ends of the bridge resulted in a massive traffic jam that lasted more than two hours. Hundreds of vehicles remained stuck, especially at the Qayyumabad end of the bridge and the roundabout under the KPT interchange.


The narrow Korangi River Road has already been overburdened after the Jam Sadiq Bridge was partially closed for repairs and all the heavy traffic comprising long vehicles and other goods carriers from the KPT were diverted to this road. On Thursday morning, things took a turn for the worse and additional police and even Rangers personnel struggled to control random driving by commuters while the narrow width of the bridge at both ends added to their problems. The worst gridlock was observed at the Qayyumabad roundabout under the KPT interchange since random driving by impatient commuters further compounded the confusion.


The worst-hit were passengers of public transport who had no option but to patiently wait for order to be restored. 

Many of them however, chose to leave their buses and walked all the way to the Korangi Crossing and Kala Pul areas.

It is worth mentioning here that DIG Traffic Wajid Ali Khan Durrani had previously announced that they would deploy a vehicle on Korangi Road to be equipped with a device to monitor speeding. No such vehicle has been deployed yet though, and one can observe the worst kind of reckless driving on this road which has also earned the top place as far as roads most vulnerable to accidents are concerned.


In fact the recklessly driven dumper truck that caused a massive traffic jam on Thursday was also trying to overtake another vehicle when it rammed into the side walls of the bridge. The incident clearly indicates the need to monitor speeding not only on the Korangi Road but also all such roads where speeding results in frequent accidents, leading to severe traffic jams.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-14, 20/06/2008)

Unruly public transport yet to be tamed

Though the Karachi commuters were expecting that the change in government would result in a rapid and visible improvement in the chaotic and undisciplined public transport system of Karachi, there is no light at the end of the tunnel, yet, as the present administration also seems to be lacking ‘political will’ to take this bull by the horns.


The public transport system in Karachi today is as unrulier as it was during the tenure of the last rulers. Hoards of commuters at bus stops, chasing overloaded buses and minibuses to get just a foothold on their footboards is still a common scene. Overcrowded buses and minibuses, with passengers travelling on their rooftops is still the hallmark of Karachi roads. The violation of official colour scheme of public transport vehicles is still unabated, and the crucial urban rail-based public transport system, the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), is yet to take off. 


To ensure betterment in any sector it is necessary to introduce the discipline and order in it. The multi-colour buses and minibuses running on the Karachi roads give a loud and clear message that there is no discipline or regard to rules and regulations in this sector. In all civilised countries, there is a particular colour scheme for the public transport vehicles, so that they could be easily distinguished from the private vehicles. 


In most countries public transport buses are coloured in red. In past the buses of defunct Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) and Sindh Road Transport Corporation (SRTC) also used to run painted in red colour. The official colour scheme for minibuses in Karachi is white and yellow, but the mighty public transporters do not follow it and the buses and minibuses having all colours of the rainbow could be seen plying on the Karachi roads.

Another big violation of rules and regulations are the special minibuses called ‘coaches’. The coaches were introduced in Karachi almost a decade back. It was officially announced at that time that these coaches would charge more fare as compared to ordinary buses or minibuses, because they would ply strictly on “seat-by-seat” basis. They would board no commuter if they had no vacant seat. 


But from day one, the operators of these coaches flouted this rule, and not only allowed the commuters to travel while standing packed like sardines, but also on the rooftops of vehicles. The responsible officials in transport and traffic departments turn a blind eye towards this glaring violation of rules and regulations, because their palms are properly greased. These coaches have many fancy names, instead of proper ‘route numbers’, which is a standard practice of public transport all over the world. 


If the government really wanted to tame the unruly public transport sector in Karachi, it should announce single colour scheme for all public transport vehicles, including buses, minibuses and coaches.

(The News-14, 23/06/2008)

Living man sent to mortuary
KARACHI, June 24: Relatives of two victims of an accident staged a violent protest against the doctors at the emergency centre of the Civil Hospital Karachi after they reportedly found one of the two fatally wounded victims alive in the mortuary on Tuesday.


Soldier Bazaar police said two motorcyclists were knocked down by a coach near the Numaish roundabout and they were taken to the Civil Hospital, where they were identified as Jalil Ahmed, son of Ghulam Nabi, and Maqsood, son of Maula Dad, residents of Sohrab Goth.

Hospital sources said both victims were shifted to the hospital’s mortuary from the emergency centre after they were pronounced dead by the chief medical officer (CMO), Iqbal Bhatti.

However, they said the victims’ relatives became enraged when they found Jalil Ahmed still alive at the mortuary.

Sources said the enraged relatives took the fatally wounded victim to the Liaquat National Hospital, where he succumbed to his wounds. They said the protesters also manhandled some doctors and paramedics at the emergency before they left.


Soldier Bazaar police said the coach driver sped away following the accident, but the police tracked down the vehicle and impounded it. They said an onlooker noted down the registration number of the Shandaar coach that had hit the victims. The police said they tracked down the owner of the vehicle and efforts were being made to identify and arrest the driver.


A relative of victim Jalil, Haji Ateeq, lodged a complaint against the chief medical officer of the Civil Hospital at the Risala police station.


The complainant alleged that Jalil died due to the negligence and inefficiency of the doctor who pronounced the victim dead and sent him to the mortuary though he was alive. He alleged that the victim was alive and his life could be saved if he had not been presumed dead and sent to the mortuary.


Haji Ateeq alleged that the victim remained in the mortuary for over three hours.


Risala police said they had received the application. They said any action on the application would be taken after consulting senior police officials.


Sources said the two victims were cousins and hailed from Quetta. They were staying here with their uncle at Sohrab Goth. Sources said victim Maqsood was married a year ago, while Jalil’s engagement was scheduled after five days.


Boy crushed to death

An eight-year-old boy was run over by a fast-moving truck in Shah Faisal Colony.

Police said Jan Agha, son of Mohammed Jan, was crossing the road at Shah Faisal Colony 3 when a Shehzore (KH-9305) ran over him. They said the boy died instantly and the onlookers caught the driver and handed him over to police. He was identified as Nawab Ali.


Bank looted

A gang of five dacoits looted Rs445,300 from a branch of the Allied Bank in Gulshan-i-Iqbal.

Bank Manager Arshad Shakoor reported to the Mubina Town police that the bandits entered the bank at around 11.10am and snatched a repeater and a .222 rifle from the two bank guards at gunpoint. 

He stated that the intruders held the bank staff and customers hostage at gunpoint, scooped up the cash and decamped with the booty.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 25/06/2008)

KUTC board’s first meeting

KARACHI: Azeem Khan, a noted construction expert, and Dr Abul Kalam are being made private members of the Karachi Urban Transport Company’s (KUTC) board of directors. 


The board met for the first time Wednesday under the chairmanship of Sindh Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman. The members were informed that after the approval of CDWP, a PC-I would be sent to the planning commission for endorsement this week. 


KUTC’s procedures, postings of necessary staff and appointment of a legal advisor on a retainer basis were given approval along with other matters. It was also decided that they would benefit from the services of Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Salman Farooqui.


According to a decision made by the implementation committee under the railway’s state minister, 30 coaches would be operated from Karachi to Landhi, Dhabeji and Malir Cantonment along the main track, which was renovated by the Railway Workshop, Lahore. About three years back, the then prime minister had initially inaugurated 10 trains. Today, with the current resources and revenue available, only four trains are in operation. 


KUTC comprises representatives from the Pakistan Railways, the Sindh Government and the City District Government. At the meeting, the managing director of KUTC presented a report on the current phase of KUTC’s establishment. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 26/06/2008)

Gulshan Chowrangi flyover reconstruction begins


Gulshan Town, with the cooperation of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), has begun the reconstruction work on the Gulshan Chowrangi Flyover. The project will be completed in three months at a cost of Rs110 million. It may be recalled that construction on the site was stopped after some design faults were discovered and the contractors had also been fired. The Chowrangi is on the crossroads of four important traffic arteries and countless numbers of vehicles use it. The flyover will ease the traffic flow and become motorist-friendly when completed. Meanwhile, Korangi Town Nazim Muhammad Arif Khan has directed the town officials to strictly follow office timings and persuade their subordinates to follow their example. Latecomers and absentees without leave will be punished, Khan said.

(The News-13, 27/06/2008)

Sindh govt to take over public transport affairs from CDGK

KARACHI, June 27: Criticising the attitude and performance of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Sindh Minister for Transport Akhtar Hussain Jadoon has said that the provincial government will henceforth utilise certain federal funds for the public transport sector by itself instead of releasing them to the city government’s transport department.


Addressing a press conference here on Thursday evening, he pointed out that the federal government was providing funds to the CDGK transport department through the provincial government but the city government’s performance stood dissatisfactory due to its flawed policies for the public transport sector.

He noted that the CDGK had inducted 70 green buses in the city’s public transport fleet but all these vehicles vanished from the city roads within the next few months. “Now the CDGK says it will induct another 4,000 CNG buses which is questionable considering its past performance,” he added.


The minister said that the Sindh government was holding talks with various foreign firms with a view to resolve the public transport problem in Karachi and other parts of Sindh. He announced that 500 buses would be brought in for Karachi and the Sindh interior soon and an increased number of vehicles would be inducted every year. He made it clear that the buses would be operated by the provincial transport department by itself.


Mr Jadoon also accused the CDGK of interfering into the affairs of his department. In this regard, he said that the city government was not allowing the newly-posted EDO transport to take the charge of his office although the officer in-charge had already been transferred and he, at present, was on a foreign visit at government expense.

He said that Rs9.36 billion of the department had been spent on such foreign visits, adding that a probe into the wastage of such a big amount of the public money would be ordered. “Looters and plunderers of the public money will be taken to task,” he declared.


The minister was also critical of the traffic police personnel, saying that many of them indulged in extorting transporters. He noted that fake vehicle fitness certificates were being issued to the transporters after accepting bribe. He said that some transporters, in connivance with corrupt elements in the traffic police and the city government, were occupying bus termini and other properties of the transport department. The provincial government would get all these properties vacated at all costs, he said


Mr Jadoon said that on the special instructions from PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari, the Sindh government would foot the bill of conversion of around 70,000 two-stroke rickshaws to four-stroke tri-wheelers. The transporters operating diesel buses would be provided CNG-powered engines, he added.


The provincial transport department, he said wanted to extend all possible facilities to commuters but there were certain elements who were putting hurdles in its way. He said his ministry was in touch with the chief minister and top PPP leadership for action against these elements.


Meanwhile, the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), a conglomerate of several public transport operators, has strongly criticised the personnel of CDGK’s community police, accusing them of misbehaving with crew of buses and extortion.

In a statement issued here on Friday, they referred to the Thursday incident in which a bus driver was severely beaten up at Empress Market. They demanded action against the personnel involved in the incident.

They said such excesses by the community police would not be tolerated, warning that a wheel-jam strike would be observed if this “parallel policing system” was not done away with.

(Dawn-18, 28/06/2008)

5-year-old girl dies in accident


KARACHI: A five-year-old girl died on Saturday after being hit by a trailer within the jurisdiction of Boat Basin Police Station. 


Sumaya was crossing the road near her resident when a speedy trailer hit her, some people took her to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center where she died, explained DSP Asad Raza. The residents of Sheerin Jinnah Colony gathered after receiving the news and protested by burning tyres and pelted stones on the vehicles. 


DSP Raza said that the angry mob demanded to remove bus stand from the area and also tried to set the trailer on fire. The police, however, reached immediately and took control of the situation. “The responsible driver fled from the scene,” he added. The victim and the driver are neighbors, and their families are meeting to sort the matter out. No FIR was registered till filing of this report.

(DailyTimes-B1, 29/06/2008)

Fresh hike in oil prices flayed

KARACHI, June 29: Office-bearers of the Karachi Transport Owners Federation, Sindh, Raja Mohammad Rafiq, Aamir Khan and Raja Mohammad Hameed have lashed out at the government for raising diesel and petrol prices, saying that the decision would not only hit public transport operators but also every common man.


In a statement issued on Sunday, they said that transporters had made repeated appeals to the prime minister to bring down the oil prices but in vain. “Raising oil prices again at a time when prices of essential commodities are already skyrocketing is a great injustice with the nation,” they said. They said that the storm of price hike had swept through the country and it would become very difficult for the government now to prevent people from taking to the street.

They said that with the oil price reaching unimaginable hike, it had become impossible for transporters to continue with their business.They warned of a nationwide strike if the fresh hike was not withdrawn within the next two days.

Meanwhile, Jamaat-i-Islami leader Asadullah Bhutto has termed the government’s decision to raise oil prices again a great injustice with the nation.


In a statement on Sunday, he said the raise showed that the government wanted to snatch even meals from the poor, adding that the masses had given the rulers a heavy mandate in the hope that they would bring down prices of food and other essential commodities, besides reinstating the deposed judges. However, he observed, the rulers had shattered their hope. He warned that the fresh hike in oil prices was bound to push the inflation rate to its peak.

(Dawn-14, 30/06/2008)

Oil prices raised by 10-20 per cent
ISLAMABAD, June 29: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority on Sunday formally notified the increase in prices of petroleum products by 10 per cent to 20 per cent.


According to an official notification, the price of petrol, high octane blended component (HOBC), kerosene oil and light diesel oil (LDO) have been increased by Rs6.88, Rs8.08, Rs8.29 and Rs4.46, respectively.

The price of petrol was raised to Rs75.69 from Rs68.81. The new prices of HOBC, kerosene oil and diesel are Rs88.85, Rs49.73 and Rs49.05, revised from Rs80.77, Rs41.44 and Rs44.59, respectively.

This is the fifth time in four months that the prices of petroleum products have been increased.


The price of petrol was Rs53.70 till the end of February. It was raised to Rs58.70 on March 1 and Rs62.81 on March 16. On April 18, the price of petrol was increased to Rs65.81 and, Rs68.81 on May 1.


An Ogra spokesman said the prices of petroleum products had been rapidly increasing in the international market over the past several months, compelling the government to pass on partial increase to consumers.

He said the government would continue to provide a subsidy of Rs3.23 per litre on petrol, Rs33.57 per litre on kerosene and Rs29.04 per litre on light diesel oil after the price increase.


The soaring oil price in the international market is causing severe problems for developing economies like Pakistan because it is creating inflationary pressures, increasing budget deficit, upsetting the balance of payment and, slowing down economic growth.

(Dawn-1, 30/06/2008)

Road accidents claim eight lives in city
KARACHI, June 29: Eight people, including three young friends, were killed on Sunday in different traffic tragedies, police and hospital sources said. Three young men were killed and three others injured when their Suzuki pick-up was hit by a fast-moving dumper near the Submarine Chowrangi.


The bodies and the injured were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, where the dead were identified as Kamran, 28, Sajid, 25 and Nasir 23. Hospital sources said the injured – Azhar, 30, Sohail, 25, and Khurrum, 25 – were discharged from the facility as they were in stable condition.


Police said the victims, residents of Bihar Colony, Lyari, were friends and they were on their way to Dau Darya near Seaview beach for fishing and picnicking.

The police said the dumper driver, Nasarullah, was booked and arrested and his vehicle was also impounded.


A rickshaw driver and his passenger were killed in an accident on the Northern Bypass.

The dead were brought to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the victims remained unidentified.


Manghopir police said the rickshaw was destroyed after a fast-moving dumper rammed it.

They said the dumper (TKG 920) was impounded and efforts were being made to track down its absconding driver.

A 30-year-old man was killed and his sister and her two children were injured in a road accident on Khyaban-i-Jami.

Edhi sources said the victims were on their way on a bike when they were knocked down by a fire tender.

Defence police, however, said the victim’s motorbike hit a pole after it went out of his control.

The body and the injured were taken to the JPMC, where the dead was identified as Iqbal, resident of Altaf Town, Korangi, and his injured sister as Shazia, 20.


A seven-year-old girl was run over by a fast-moving dumper in Sector 11-D of New Karachi.

Sources said the dumper driver fled the scene and the onlookers set the killing dumper on fire. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the deceased was identified as Kulsom.

Sources said the girl was on her way to his father’s shop to deliver him lunch when she was crushed to death. An unknown man was killed after he was hit by an express train in Landhi.

His body was taken to the JPMC, where sources said the victim was in his early 30s.

Police said the man was crossing the tracks when the Zakaria Express hit him.

(Dawn-13, 30/06/2008)

Traders suffer as delays hit road construction
KARACHI, June 29: More than 400 small shop-owners engaged in allied business at the Hawkesbay truck stand have expressed their concern over the slow pace of work for the extension of the main Hawkesbay Road.

Talking to this reporter during a visit to the area, they apprehended that their shops might submerge unless steps were taken for the completion of earth-filing work before the start of monsoon rains.

Their representatives stated that they had been bringing it to the knowledge of the relevant authorities that their place of business was vulnerable to flooding due to the digging and the slow pace of the uplift work, and warned that the responsibility of any major losses caused by the rains would rest on [image: image23.jpg]Photo by Anis Hamdani

KARACHI: A Heavy vehicle is seen
stuck into a dug-up trench at the
truck stand.—Photo by Anis Hamdani




the officials concerned.

They also accused the officials concerned of having done poor planning, adding that it was a wrong time to undertake such a project as monsoon was approaching fast when the work had been started.

“The high-ups should have had taken into consideration the ensuing monsoons before undertaking the road extension project,” they argued. They said that in case of any damage caused to their shops by rains and flooding, they would be rightful to demand suitable compensation.


The Hawkesbay truck stand was established in 1994 for the heavy and long vehicles operated by transporters as goods carriers. Previously, the transporters had been running their business along Mauripur Road and some other roads mainly in the old city areas. The government decided to accommodate them at a new truck stand away from the congested areas of the city when the movement of a large number of heavy vehicles in the congested areas was causing traffic mess on many of the major and busy roads.


In 1990, the defunct KMC acquired 100 acres from the Board of Revenue for the construction of the new truck stand.


It is contributing millions of rupees to the exchequer and the city government alone is generating an estimated Rs60 million per annum under the head of parking fee from an average 5,000 truckers using the facility.

However, the truck stand is in a very bad shape owing to the non-availability of basic amenities ever since its establishment.


Abid Brohi, Abdul Khaliq, Hafiz Khalid, and Sultan Niazi, leaders of the Aman Dost Labour Organisation, accused the city government of paying less attention to the completion of the development works at the truck stand, saying that the work on the laying of drainage lines had been abandoned about eight months back. The pipes worth millions of rupees were dumped at the site and lying unattended for months, they added.


Owing to the digging and dumping of earth elsewhere at the site, drivers were parking their heavy and long vehicles in a haphazard manner, they pointed out, adding that the situation was causing considerable loss to the traders and shopkeepers doing business in the vicinity.

Besides, they said, the digging had added to their woes as the transporters had blocked the main road as well as the link roads leading to the truck stand. They also alleged that the transport and land mafias active in the area had got a number of amenity plots allotted to private parties in connivance with the relevant officials. The plots were reserved for banking services, dispensary and public toilets, they said.

(Dawn-14, 30/06/2008)

An electrifying transport solution

Besides poverty and squalor, what all South Asian cities have in common is a highly congested, heavily polluted, chaotic and unsafe transportation system. Poor urban transport is lowering the quality of life in at least three ways, besides contributing massively to climate change—the gravest threat humanity faces today. 


First, traffic congestion means that people waste long periods of time in commuting, typically in unpleasant or nerve-wracking conditions marked by fierce rivalry for road-space. In many cities, commuting time has doubled over the past decade. Second, air pollution is causing grievous health damage, including respiratory problems and psychological stress. Third, transport expenses are rising, leading to cuts in spending on other necessities of life.


All these problems are getting aggravated as cars and two-wheelers proliferate in our cities, driven by rampant middle class consumerism and by policies which promote and subsidise them. In recent years, private vehicle production has risen in South Asia at rates much higher than GDP growth, typically 10 percent-plus. In India, car production has doubled over 5 years. Mid-sized—and more polluting—sedans are replacing small cars.


Automobile emissions of suspended particulate matter (SPM), and oxides of nitrogen and sulphur, account for 60 percent-plus of the air-pollution load in our cities. Fine particulates contain some 40 known carcinogens. It’s estimated that a representative Delhi household would annually earn a benefit Rs 19,870 and in Kolkata Rs84,355 from reduced emissions of particulates. This translates into hundreds of billions for India alone! 


Yet thanks to automobilisation, 57 per cent of all monitored Indian cities now record “critical” SPM levels, exceeding one-and-a-half times the permissible standard. India’s top 10 “hotspots” include small cities like Raipur, Kanpur, Alwar and Indore, but no metropolises. 

The entry of the Tatas’ Nano will make things worse although its price is unlikely to remain at the “magical” Rs 1 lakh for long. It’s unlikely that the Nano can meet, without a hefty price rise, the Euro-IV emission norms which take effect in India in 2010. In any case, its sheer numbers, and those of other models on the way, will cause more pollution and congestion. Yet, shamefully, India has just lowered excise duties on small cars.


This policy direction must be urgently reversed. We must promote public transport, and discourage private vehicles. Private transport means resource waste, and iniquitous use of road-space. In our cities, cars and two-wheelers hog 60 to 80 per cent of road-space, but only deliver 15 to 20 per cent of passenger trips. Buses occupy under 20 per cent of road-space, yet account for up to 60 per cent of trips. 

Cars demand high maintenance, repairs and parking space. They usually occupy prime space—even when unused. Studies show that if owners were made to pay the economic rent for parking, many would stop using cars. At Mumbai’s Nariman Point, the true annual market price of parking-space for a car would exceed its cost 10 times over! 


Runaway private transport growth must be curbed through higher taxation—current rates are unacceptably low—, stiff parking fees, Singapore-style bans on use of odd- and even-numbered cars, carpools, and extensive pedestrians-only zones. 


Above all, we must promote efficient, affordable, non-polluting public transport, and bicycles. If Paris can have 200 km of bicycle paths, so can Delhi, Karachi or Dhaka. Bus Rapid Transit, with dedicated bus-lanes, is a worthy idea, and is being pursued in many European cities. Regrettably, Delhi’s BRT was poorly planned and implemented, without public education. It was all but sabotaged by an elite-driven media campaign. But we all need well-planned BRTs.


Electricity-powered transportation has a special place in any rational urban transport system, including Metro rail, trams and trolley-buses drawing power from overhead lines. Electric transport is non-polluting and noiseless. 

We shouldn’t unthinkingly promote Metros. They cost 10 times more than BRTs and require heavy use (20,000 to 40,000 passenger-trips per hour per line) to pay for themselves. Most of our cities don’t have that commuting pattern.


Today’s phenomenal, yet subsidised, petroleum prices make electric vehicles (EVs) especially attractive. Insofar as we permit (limited) private transport, battery-operated cars/2-wheelers are especially relevant. They cost only about one-tenth as much to run as petrol-driven vehicles. EVs also encourage reduced dependence on fossil fuels, and frugal use of space and materials. 


I’ve used an electric car—the Indian-made Reva, the world’s largest-selling purely-electric car—for more than three years. I find it almost as easy to drive/maintain as a bicycle. EVs are extremely simple and don’t have complex systems like fuel pumping, injection/mixing, electric synchronisation, gearbox-based transmission, and pollution- and noise-control mechanisms. Their battery-driven motor sits on the axle and transmits power directly via traction. The gear-free driving is pure pleasure. 


I have had only one problem with the Reva, necessitating a shock-absorber change. EVs have a carbon footprint—from manufacture and assembly of components, and consumption of materials, to final waste disposal. But 80 per cent of the life-cycle pollution from petrol/diesel vehicles is caused during their running. Here, EVs score decisively.


Admittedly, EVs aren’t easily amenable, at today’s battery technology, to use in large-scale public transportation. They have a limited range, typically 60 to 130 km, depending on battery design. They need frequent recharging: typically, two to six hours a day, for three to five days a week. 


EVs aren’t spacious “family vehicles”. Most existing electric cars can seat two adults and two children comfortably. (The Reva can pull four adults in cramped conditions.) With some planning of one’s trip, and proper charging, one can comfortably negotiate a city with an EV. 


Personally, I have never been stuck with a dead battery even while driving all the way to the international airport from Central Delhi and back.


Driving an EV can transform one’s experience of our roads as sites of tension, cut-throat competition, mouthing of abuse and display of rage. There is, then, a strong case for public support for EVs. Besides launching trolley-buses and reviving/strengthening trams, this can take three forms. First, our governments should offer EVs price subsidies and rebates in VAT, road taxes, free parking facilities, etc. 


Many European Union governments do so. EVs enjoy free parking in London, besides 100 per cent depreciation in the first year. They pay no congestion charge (GBP 8 a day) in Central London. Apart from price subsidies, France mandates that 20 per cent of all new cars in public fleets must be electric. In Italy, EVs enjoy a 30 per cent price rebate, free parking and road-tax exemptions. In Japan, EVs get handsome tax support, besides ¥20 billion funding for battery development.

Thus, ironically, there are more Revas running in London than in Bangalore, where they’re made. The Delhi government has just announced a rebate of 29.5 per cent on EVs. Other Indian states—and provinces in our region—should emulate it. 


Second, our governments must initiate programmes for developing lightweight, high-power batteries (e.g. lithium-ion), preferably in a collaborative South Asian mode. Most EVs use lead-acid batteries, whose basic design is more than 100 years old. This must change.


Third, governments must create an infrastructure in the form of free charging-points in city centres and major car-parks, which will greatly enhance the range of EVs and make them considerably more attractive and competitive with small petrol-driven cars.

(By Praful Bidwai, The News-6, 30/06/2008)

Port-railway connectivity plan unveiled

The Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has unveiled its plans regarding rail connectivity with the port and major yards. KPT Chairperson Nasreen Huq gave the details of the rail connectivity plan to Railways General Manager (Operation) Asad Saeed and his team of officers during a meeting held at the KPT Head Office.


As a first step, Huq told the railway high-ups that the dismantled railway track between TPX and Groyne Yard will be restored. The railway line would also be extended to the coal stacking area near Groyne Yard for direct loading from there. This will ensure the prompt movement of import and export cargo to and from the port, she said, adding that the loading process was currently being hampered because it passes through a heavily-congested, traffic-clogged city area.

The railway delegation was also apprised of the KPT’s future plans and the huge traffic volume that would be handled at the port.


The KPT chairperson emphasised the need for advance planning by the Railways in line with the KPT plans for development of their infrastructure and rolling stock to enable proper logistics to cater to the present and future traffic.


Huq pointed out that the railway being a bulk carrier and an economical mode of transport has to gear itself to promptly clear the port and to bridge the gap between the port and the industry.

The delegation appreciated the KPT planning and assured their full cooperation in prompt clearance of cargo from the port.

(The News-14, 30/06/2008)

Transporters threaten wheel jam strike

Transporters have expressed their annoyance over the recent increase in petrol and diesel prices. They blamed the government for failing to work out a policy for controlling inflation and announced to launch protest against sky rocketing fuel prices by taking some important decisions in the coming days.


National Transport Ittehad Karachi (NTIK) said that if the government didn’t withdraw the recent increase by July 5 they would announce to suspend their businesses the next day.


Karachi Transport Ittehad has also called a meeting on Tuesday to announce their response to the price hike.


Ajnuman-e-Ittehad Bus Malikan Karachi (AIBMK) said that they would go for an indefinite strike against the recent increase in prices of petroleum products.


Talking to The News President NTIK Saleem Khan Bangush said: “We admit that oil price has exceeded US$142 per barrel in international market but it is the responsibility of the government to find some solution to this problem. They must provide relief to public who voted them to power.” Bangush further said that since March 27, when they last raised bus fares, there has been an increase of Rs 11 per litre diesel price which they would not accept.


President KTI Syed Irshad Bokhari said that they have called their meeting on Tuesday in which they would take some important decision in this regard. He, however, condemned the government for failing to control inflation.

The representatives of AIBMK also criticised the present government for failing to control inflation. “They (rulers) have been alleging former government in every matter but the inflation during last three months alone has exceeded than that of the last five years,” they added. They further said that they would lodge their protest through a wheel jam strike if the government did not withdraw the recent increase in petroleum products.

(The News-13, 30/06/2008)

Seven killed in road mishaps


KARACHI: At least seven people were killed while seven others were injured in separate road accidents on Sunday. 

According to reports, three people were killed while four sustained injuries when a speeding dumper, LSC-3802, collided with a Suzuki, KH-7834. The incident took place near Punjab Colony, within the jurisdiction of the Clifton Town Police Station. The people in the Suzuki were going to the seaside to hunt from Agra Taj Colony, Lyari. After the accident, they were taken to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center (JPMC) where Kamran Sultan, 30, Sajid Fazl, 20, and Nasir Nazir, 18, were proclaimed dead, while Athar, Sohail, Khurram and Ghulam Mustafa were said to have sustained serious injuries. The police have arrested the responsible dumper driver, Nasrullah, and registered FIR No. 155/08 against him on behalf of the driver of the Suzuki, Liaquat. No officer was available for comment.


Girl run over: An eight-year-old girl, Kulsoom, was killed when a speeding truck, TKK-956, hit her near Pasha Clinic, New Karachi No. 3, within the jurisdiction of the Bilal Colony Police Station. An angry mob, which witnessed the tragedy, began to beat the truck driver, Tehseenullah, and set his vehicle on fire, said SHO Ghayyor Akhtar. People also burnt tyres and pelted passing vehicles with stones. When law enforcers arrived on the scene, the angry mob attacked the policemen and the firefighters too. They pelted the policemen and their mobile units with stones, as well as the fire vehicle. Only after using teargas were the police able to take control of the situation. The body of the deceased was taken to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) for legal formalities, said the SHO. The deceased’s father, Kamaluddin, is a labourer by profession and has four other children. No FIR was registered till the filing of this report.


Two die as rickshaw gets hit: A rickshaw driver and a passenger were killed when a speeding dumper, TKG-920, hit them on the Northern Bypass, within the jurisdiction of the Manghopir Police Station. The police have taken the dumper into custody while the accused driver is on the run, said SHO Kambo Khan Marri. The bodies of the victims were taken to the ASH for legal formalities and later shifted to the Edhi morgue at Sohrab Goth for identification, added the officer. No FIR was registered till the filing of this report.

Fire brigade kills man: Thirty-year-old Iqbal Falak was killed while his wife and two children sustained injuries after allegedly being hit by a speeding fire brigade, claimed sources. The incident took place at Khayaban-e-Jami, within the jurisdiction of the Defense Police Station, when the deceased, a resident of Bhittai Colony, Korangi, was on his motorcycle, KAZ-1866. No officer was available for comment.

(DailyTimes-B1, 30/06/2008)
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