Water shortage in Lyari

The people of Lyari are facing an acute shortage of drinking water through government-laid pipelines. Residents told The News on Wednesday that it is happening since the last 10 days and are forced to buy water for domestic use through private cane suppliers.


It is a similar situation for all the areas, including Chakiwara, Miran Naka, Moulamadad, Singulane, Baghdadi, Nayabad, Moosa Lane, Shah Baig Lane, Ali Mohammed Muhalla, Khadda, Niazi Chowk and Kalri. “We have been facing water shortage for long but now the situation has become worse. I could not receive water for the last eight days at my flat and have to buy daily from a private supplier,” said Zaheer Ahmed, residing in the Nayabad neighbourhood.

All the people residing in these apartments are facing this situation and buying water through the same sources, he said.


Abdul Sattar from Moula Madad said it is strange to see water shortage in winter. According to area activists, the KWSB officials are supplying share of Lyari to Site Industrial area to meet their requirements. 

According to residents, when they approached Lyari Town administration, the officials said the area did not receive water from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). 

Though the city government claims that it has provided a separate water supply line to the industrial area and adjacent residential colonies, the people believe it is otherwise.


While contacted, KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif Khan told The News that a 24-inch line was damaged a week earlier and its repair work was delayed due to technical reasons. Now all is going well and the entire area is receiving water properly without any problem, he claimed.

He said that Lyari receives 19 million gallons (MGD) daily water through three different sources. He said that now the KWSB is preparing to install water metres in all towns to remove complaints of receiving a smaller amount of water.


The MD realised that there might be political exploitation in the past but now system is being designed and all the areas would receive water share properly. He said villages and far-flung areas receive water once a week or fortnightly but many other areas receive water after 24 hours. This disparity will be removed when the system is applicable.

(The News-20, 17/01/2008)

Clean drinking water project yet to take off
ISLAMABAD, Jan 18: A project for providing ‘clean drinking water to all’ has been marred by delays and complaints of unfair treatment to investors during the post-bidding process.

The Rs16 billion project, announced by President Pervez Musharraf in 2004, is yet to take off in real terms as bidding results for four out of seven segments have been cancelled for re-bidding, primarily because of lower than officially assumed rates.


While the lowest bidder, a Swiss company led by a Canadian lady, has accused the Clean Drinking Water Authority of ‘discrimination and victimisation’ in the bidding process to the benefit of another competitor of higher rates, CDWA project director Brig (retd) Sikandar Jawaid has defended the entire process and termed it ‘transparent’ and in accordance with the laid-down procedures.


Documents available with Dawn, however, suggest that ‘missing documents’ on the basis of which the CDWA declared the lowest offer of Rs7.2 billion as non-responsive had been duly received by the project award committee much in advance.


The Rs15.84 billion project involved installation of 6,035 plants across the country including three-year operation and maintenance responsibility.

Originally the project cost was estimated at Rs7.8 billion but that did not include operation and maintenance and had to be revised on the basis of initial glitches in the setting up of 409 plants. As a result, the project was transferred from the ministry of environment to the ministry of industries.


The revised cost of the modified project was arrived at by the National Engineering Services of Pakistan and approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council on the basis of membrane technology for six packets in four provinces, Azad Kashmir and Northern Areas and a seventh packet of reverse osmosis for saltish water purification throughout the country.


Nespak, the project consultant, pre-qualified 12 out of 90 companies that had applied for the seven different packets. The pre-qualification process was approved by a committee comprising representatives of various ministries. However, only five companies participated in the bidding in July last year because of changed political situation after the judicial crisis. For the first two packets in Sindh and Balochistan (packet 5 & 6) for which the bidding was held on July 7, the lowest bids of M/S Green Power were accepted for being within the engineers’ estimates while packet one (the NWFP, Northern Areas and Federally Administered Tribal Areas) was given to Ideal Hydrotech.


For the remaining four segments – three in Punjab and one spread over the entire country – had been rejected because all of the bidders offered much higher than Nespak’s estimates. In the re-bidding held in August 2007, the lowest bidder turned out to be Global Life which offered prices found to be 6.22 per cent, 4.2 per cent, 20.86 per cent and 57.93 per cent lower than Nespak engineers’ estimates, costing a total of Rs7.2 billion that was about 30 per cent cheaper when seen in the overall context of four packets.


The owner of Global Life Water, Lin Armstrong Sharwood, told Dawn that her firm was pre-qualified on the basis of a Rs30 million guarantee, but she was asked by the authorities after the bidding results were made public to replace it with a new guarantee. General Electric of the US and Trunz Corporation of Switzerland were joint venture partners with Global Life, a registered company in Pakistan. The CDWA even returned the original guarantee for an amended bid security, which legally belonged to the government of Pakistan.

Brig (retd) Sikandar Jawaid agreed that legally the document should not have been returned to the bidder but said it was done in “good faith to facilitate the company” for extension in the expiry date and the change in the name of bidder rather than the manufacturer.


Ms Lin Armstrong claimed her company’s competitor in another packet was not only provided a letter of acknowledgement for being the lowest bidder, but was also facilitated despite a controversial guarantee that was found to be fake and a case had been registered against the firm for fake guarantee at an Islamabad police station. On the contrary, her firm was never issued an acknowledgement letter for being the lowest bidder which showed ‘unfairness, discrimination and victimisation’.


Brig Jawaid said the amended bid security of Global Life too was found to be forged after the bidding. About the allegation of fake guarantee of the other firm that was awarded the contract, he confirmed that a case had been registered against the firm but claimed the ‘hitch was removed’. He declined to go into details.


After a lengthy process, the CDWA project director wrote to the Global Life on December 12 that after evaluation of the documents by the consultants, its bid had been declared as non-responsive because it failed to provide four documents including amended bid security, packet-wise key personnel to handle the project, authorised copies of joint venture agreements and financial statement but it would be allowed to re-bid later.


Minutes of the meeting held four days before the rejection letter, however, reveal that consultant had received and in fact informed the government that three out of four grounds described above had been complied with. For example, the consultant had informed the meeting that the company had submitted packet-wise organogram, joint venture certificates “but failed to provide amended bid security”.


When asked why was the Global Life was not blacklisted when the CDWA accused it of providing fake amended bid document, Brig Jawaid said the company was backed by one of the world’s leading manufacturer, General Electric, and the government did not want to lose its low prices. He said at no stage the transparency was compromised.

He said the successful bidder was required to provide performance guarantees at every stage in equivalent of the payments to be made by the government of Pakistan to ensure that the contractor could not give up the project and run away even three years after the project implementation. He said the re-bidding results were very encouraging and a lot of companies were buying bid documents. He said that one purification plant each had been installed in Sindh, Balochistan and the NWFP and he would personally examine the performance of the three plants before the remaining plants are installed elsewhere. He said the entire project, including plants for which the re-bidding was in progress, would be completed by May 2008.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 19/01/2008)

Study of water losses, gains in Indus basin on the cards

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani authorities have ultimately decided to conduct a scientific study on the most important issue of water gains and losses in the Indus Basin system, a senior government official told The News. 

"The first-ever study will be the recipe to the long-standing and crucial issue of huge water losses of up to 80% that the country experiences every year in Indus system. These losses have played a pivotal role in widening the gulf between two federating units i.e. the Punjab and Sindh." The Indus River System Authority (Irsa) will be responsible for the overall coordination and monitoring of the day-to-day activities of the study. The provincial irrigation departments and Wapda will extend their cooperation to consultants with respect to data acquisition. "There will be interactive coordination by all the stakeholders."


In the whole basin system, some are very important reaches wherein the country experiences tremendous water losses due to which not only water releases downstream Kotri get affected, but also the farmers, who are the real players at the tail end, are found lacking water vital to irrigate their crops.


According to estimates gathered so far, the water losses in Taunsa-Guddu reach stand at 20 to 25 per cent, Guddu-Sukkur reach 77% and Sukkur-Kotri reach swell to 80% in the summer season every year. This has been the bone of contention among the provinces, particularly between the Punjab and Sindh since the creation of Pakistan. 


When contacted, Irsa Chairman Bashir Ahmad Dhahr confirmed that the water regulator had decided to find out once and for all the recipe of water loss and gains in the whole system that had mortgaged the trust between the provinces. 

Bashir Dhahr said that the Indus River System Authority (Irsa), the water regulator, had given an advertisement in newspapers, seeking national and international companies and consultants to come up with their experiences to conduct the crucial study.


All the applicants would be scrutinised as per the best international practices and the most competent consultant or firm would be given the gigantic task to carry out the scientific study on water losses and gains in the whole Indus Basin system. Dhahr said that firms or consultants for this purpose would be of international repute. He said that international experts and local experts would also be allowed to make joint ventures to conduct the study.


However, sources in the Ministry of Water and Power said that the provinces had already agreed to the terms of references (ToRs) for the study as the consultation process between the stakeholders actually kicked off some 3 years back, but there was none other than Irsa which decided to go for the first-ever scientific study on the crucial issue.

After selecting the company for the study, the four provinces would inject their fresh input for finalising the ToRs.


According to water experts, the highly politicised provincial irrigation departments, particularly of the Punjab and Sindh, always come up with engineered figures of water losses, as they (provinces) often show the stolen water as water losses, and the poor Irsa has no option but to accept the concocted water loss figures. 

The huge water losses issue that has sprung from the mismanagement of the provincial irrigation departments, coupled with the mindset of provincialism, is one of the main reasons in further fuelling the water crisis in the country. 

An Irsa official says that water loss in the Indus system should not be more than 8-9 per cent, rather it should be lower. 


According to documents obtained from the Ministry of Water and Power, the provinces had earlier agreed to ToRs for the study. The ToRs earlier agreed include: 

i) Collect and collate all available maps, satellite imageries, and other information on the subject relating to Kabul, Indus and Chenab and their main tributaries; 

ii) Carry out a quick review and analysis of the available information and devise methodology with latest techniques in collaboration with stakeholders; 

iii) Assessments of time-lag between water control points at varying physical parameters; 

iv) Carry out actual river or canal discharge observation at all the control points at varying physical parameters in collaboration with stakeholders; 

v) Verify the existing empirical formulae and discharge rating curves; Carry out diagnostic analysis of the losses, gains and time-lag for the Indus Basin System; 

vi) Develop a computer model to anticipate the flows of different seasons at various controlling points; 

vii) Prepare user friendly manuals and training of the stakeholders for periodic updating of the model for its future use; and

viii) Make sure the interaction with stakeholders such as provincial irrigation departments, Wapda and Irsa during the study.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-2, 24/01/2008)

Water outflow from dams increased


ISLAMABAD: The Indus River System Authority (IRSA) on Friday announced that water releases from Tarbela and Mangla dams will be increased to 24,000 cusecs per day from 18,000 cusecs which would result in additional 100 Megawatt hydel power generation.

“The increased water releases from both the dams will be enough to generate over 1300MW hydel power as against the current 1200MW and it will help in reducing the load shedding in the country,” sources told Daily Times.


IRSA has increased water outflow from Tarbela Dam by 3,000 cusecs for WAPDA to augment the power generation capacity while WAPDA has declared this increase inadequate, saying it will not help overcome load shedding. 

An IRSA spokesman said WAPDA was being provided 13,000 cusecs of water from Tarbela for power generation, which had now been enhanced to 16,000 cusecs. The water outflow from Mangla Dam will also be increased from 5,000 cusecs to 8,000 cusecs from January 27. Pakistan Electric Power Company spokesman Tahir Basharat Cheema said IRSA had provided a short supply of water and it would not help control load shedding. Only 200 MW of electricity will be generated against this supply while the power shortfall is being recorded at 1,500 to 1,600 MW during the day, and 2,000 MW at night, he said. If IRSA provides us 25,000 cusecs of water, we could address the load shedding problem. But IRSA has supplied water far below our expectations and it should be increased, he added.

(DailyTimes-A1, 26/01/2008)

Rangers hand over NEK hydrant to KWSB

Control of the NEK water filter plant, located near Saba Cinema, North Karachi Industrial Area, Gadap Town, has been handed over to the KWSB by the Pakistan Rangers. The plant supplied water to residents of New Karachi, Surjani Town, Gadap Town, North Karachi and North Nazimabad.


On Saturday, the Pakistan Rangers Sindh informed inhabitants that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has assumed control of the NEK water filter plant. When contacted, Rangers’ spokesperson, Captain Fazal, said that the water tanker supply to these areas would no longer be handled by the Rangers as of January 28. The consumers of these areas have been requested that, in the future, they should approach their respective town offices or the KWSB for supply of water through tankers. 


Giving more information on the change, he said that the citizens should contact the new incharges of the hydrant, which are: XEN Ajmal Khan of New Karachi (0302-8239099) and XEN Mohammed Ali Sheikh of Gadap Town (0321-2791281) 

He maintained that the Director-General Sindh Rangers, Major General Liaquat Ali had said that responsibility for water supply to the said localities was assigned to the Rangers by the Sindh Government way back in 1999. 


When contacted regarding the hydrants issue, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal confirmed that the handing over of responsibility to the KWSB, and added that it is a policy matter that all 18 towns would supply water to their respective areas. 


However, Kamal also added that a plan had been finalised regarding the eventual removal of all hydrants from the city. He said that, within a span of two years, the hydrant system of providing water to the city would be replaced with a proper water sewerage network.


Regarding the assumption of control of the NEK plant by the KWSB, he added that the water tankers would be supplied at old commercial rates but that it was decided in principle that the water supply through tankers would be abolished gradually within the next two years. He said that his administration wanted to get rid of the highly-inconvinient hydrant system.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-13, 27/01/2008)

FEBRUARY

New water supply line to Clifton opened
KARACHI, Jan 31: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Thursday inaugurated a newly-laid 56-inch-diameter trunk pipeline for providing additional five million gallons of water daily to various blocks of Clifton and its adjoining localities.


Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, he said that with the commissioning of Clifton’s water project, the duration of water supply to Clifton’s blocks 1 to 9, the Clifton Cantonment Board area, Clifton Bridge, Gizri, Punjab Colony, Delhi Colony, Chandio Village, Bakhshan Village, Dockyard, Naval Area, Keamari and its adjoining areas would double, from the present 12 hours to 24 hours daily.

He said the project costing Rs320 million was initiated a year ago and despite facing a number of difficulties in laying the pipelines, particularly while passing them through the main thoroughfares, the city government had now completed the task with great success.


Referring to the old pipeline of 5mgd laid in 1985 for Clifton and its adjoining localities, he said the supply from the pipeline had become quite insufficient because of a rapid increase in population of those areas. However, the present leadership of the city government had now provided additional 5mgd of water for those localities by laying a 56-inch-diameter trunk main and as such not only the quantity of water for those localities had been doubled, from 5mgd to 10mgd daily, but their supply timings had also been increased from 12 hours to 24 hours daily, he added.


At the outset, the nazim said the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board in the last two years had initiated development projects worth Rs27 billion out of which 99 per cent had been accomplished and the water utility would now focus on carrying out its routine maintenance work.


The inauguration ceremony was attended, among others, by KWSB managing director Ghulam Arif, Saddar Town Nazim Mohammad Dilawar and senior officials of the KWSB.

The nazim said that since Pakistan came into being only two trunk lines had been laid, whereas the Haq Parast leadership had laid 27 trunk lines during the last two years. He said the Haq Parast leadership had paid special attention to solving the long-standing problem of water supply.

(The News-17, 01/02/2008)

Another dam for Pindi, Islamabad planned
ISLAMABAD, Feb 6: In another effort to overcome the persisting water shortage in the twin cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi, the authorities concerned have planned to establish a new reservoir upstream Khanpur Dam, it was learnt on Wednesday.

 “The PC-II of a carryover dam (for storage purpose) has been prepared,” an official of Capital Development Authority (CDA) said. He said the ministry of water and power had given the go-ahead for the project named Dotara Dam and had ordered the department concerned to prepare a report on the project aimed to avert water scarcity in future.


Sources said the plan had been prepared after hopes for a Rs47 billion Ghazi Barotha Water Supply Project faded due to reservations shown by the water authorities. This project was also planned for the twin cities.

The official said Wapda had prepared the PC-II of the project and would send it to the ministry within a week. The project would take 18 months for completion once it is approved by the ministry as well as the Planning Commission.

He hoped that work on the project could be initiated within three to four months once a green signal was given by the Planning Commission. He said the dam would have two times more storage capacity than Khanpur Dam which stores more or less 100,000 acres feet of water while the rest is wasted through the spillways.


The official said in every third monsoon season, about 250,000 acres feet of water is wasted through the spillways of the Khanpur Dam.


The dam would be constructed about 25km upstream of Khanpur Dam. In the beginning, Khanpur Dam had the capacity of 107,000 acres feet that has been reduced to about 90,000 acres feet of water.


The CDA official termed the project highly economical and suitable. The infrastructure would be duly linked with all the stakeholders including Rawalpindi Cantonment Board, Chaklala Cantonment Board, Capital Development Authority and the Rawalpindi Development Authority.


The construction of Dotara Dam would also help reduce the seepage of water downstream besides increasing the life of Khanpur Dam owing to far lesser silting in it against the design calculations. The carryover dam will also help mitigate floods, as both the dams would have the capacity to store over 250,000 acres feet of water.

(By Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn-2, 07/02/2008)

Water schemes for Orangi, Baldia inaugurated
KARACHI, Feb 10: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Sunday inaugurated two water supply schemes under which the Orangi and Baldia townships will start getting an additional six million gallons of water per day.

The localities which will benefit from the Baldia Town’s 44-inch dia pipeline project laid at a cost of Rs850 million include Manghopir, Yousuf Goth, UC-4 bus terminal, Musharraf Colony, Fareedabad, Naval Colony, Suparco, Dawood Goth and Gulshan-i-Ghazi.

The localities which will get additional water through the Orangi Town’s 11-km-long 24-inch dia trunk line laid between Hub reservoir and German pumping station at a cost of over Rs410 million include the town’s UC-6, Lal Shahbaz Colony, Raees Amrohvi Colony, Mansoor Nagar, Gulshan-i-Bihar, Ghaziabad, Bewa Quarters, Khalidabad, Salimabad, Orangi 11½, Sector 14, Shah Willayat Colony, Shah Waliullah Nagar and Baloch Colony.


Speaking on the occasion, the nazim said that with the commissioning of the two schemes, almost all the works relating to water and sewerage schemes in the city had been completed. He said that a generator had been installed at a cost of Rs6 million to ensure a regular supply of water to the residents of hilly areas in Orangi Town.

(Dawn-14, 11/02/2008)

DHA water desalination project inauguration today

The Defence Housing Authority’s (DHA’s) water desalination and power generation project, the first of its kind in the country, is being formally inaugurated on Monday (today). The project will provide 94 MW gross power linked to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) network and three MGD of potable water for the DHA.

The desalination plant has been established by DHA Cogeneration Limited (DCL), a company set up under a joint venture agreement between DHA and Messers Sacoden (Pvt) Ltd of Singapore and its associates.


According to a DHA statement, the successful completion of the project manifests a unique example of public-private sector partnership and provides coastal organisations a solution to gain autonomy in their water and power needs. 

The plant has been built in DHA phase-VIII astride the Arabian Sea on 10 acres of land at an approximate cost of US$110-115 million over a three-year period. 

The project is being commissioned with the full technological backup of Siemens Pakistan/Siemens AG Germany and Alfa Laval of Sweden. Alfa Laval has provided desalination units while Siemens Germany has provided a state-of-the-art combined cycle power plant.


The plant consists of a gas turbine, heat recovery boiler, steam turbine and two desalination units, which will produce desalinated water through a thermal/evaporative process. The combined fuel cycle utilises exhaust steam from the steam turbine through a process of condensation and distillation to produce desalinated water of very high quality. 

Furthermore, the desalination plant employs modern multi-effect desalination (MED) evaporation technology, which makes the operating procedures highly efficient. The thermal efficiency of the combined plant ensures a highly competitive and affordable tariff for water and power.

(The News-13, 11/02/2008)

DHA water plant starts giving 3mgd, 94MW

KARACHI: The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) water desalination and power generation project is being inaugurated on Feb 11, Monday. The project will provide 94MW gross power linked to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) network and three mgd of potable water specific for DHA needs.


The desalination plant is a joint venture between DHA Cogen Ltd (DCL) and Messrs Sacoden (Pvt) Ltd from Singapore and its associates. The plant is located in DHA phase-VIII astride Arabian Sea on 10 acres of land at an approximate cost of 110-115 million in a three years time.


The project is commissioned with a full technological backup of Siemens Pakistan/Siemens AC Germany and Alfa Laval of Sweden. Alfa Laval has provided the desalination units while Siemens Germany has provided a state-of-the-art combined cycle power plant.


The plant consists of a gas turbine, heat recovery boiler, steam turbine and two desalination units, which will produce desalinated water through thermal/evaporative process. The combined fuel cycle utilizes exhaust steam from steam turbine through a process of condensation and distil0lation to produce desalinated water of a very high quality.

The desalination plant employs modern multi-effect desalination (MED) evaporation technology, which makes the operating procedures highly efficient. The thermal efficiency of the combined plant ensures a highly competitive and affordable tariff of water and power.


The project meets the National Environmental Quality Standard (NEQS) and none of the important elements of the environment especially human life, marine ecology and sea life would be affected from the project activity.

The cogeneration plant offers state-of-the-art contemporary desalination technology to redress scarcity of water and shortage of electricity in areas blessed with waterfront and is a project worth emulation.

(DailyTimes-B1, 11/02/2008)
Defaulting govt agencies may lose KWSB connections
KARACHI, Feb 12: The financially-starved Karachi Water and Sewerage Board may soon launch a massive water disconnection campaign against various federal government organizations and departments as both the deadlines fixed for them by the government to clear 50 per cent of their water dues have already expired, well-placed sources told Dawn.

A huge amount of over Rs5 billion -- which is almost equal to that of the KWSB’s annual budget -- is outstanding under the head of water and sewerage charges against various departments and organizations belonging to a number of federal ministries such as defence, science and technology, commerce, food, agriculture and livestock, industries and production, etc.

Deploring the fact that all its major bulk consumers belonging to the federal ministries have openly flouted the government’s directive of clearing 50 per cent of the KWSB’s dues, the water utility’s Managing Director Ghulam Arif said that although seven meetings had been convened so far by the federal government to help resolve the lingering issue, the last meeting, which was held in Islamabad in July, 2007, had decided that all the defaulting bulk consumers belonging to all the seven federal ministries would clear 50 per cent of their dues by Aug 10, 2007. But none of them have paid a single penny to the KWSB.


Later, when the KESC disconnected power connections of the KWSB offices to pressurize the utility for the recovery of its electricity charges, the KWSB launched a major water disconnection drive against all its bulk consumers. But when the federal government intervened and asked both the power and water utilities to refrain from disconnecting the connections of their consumers, the KWSB immediately restored the connections  which it had disconnected.


Shortly afterwards, a meeting was convened in Islamabad in November with caretaker Finance Minister Dr Salman Shah in the chair. Representatives of all the bulk consumers belonging to different ministries participated, and it was decided that all the defaulting consumers would immediately clear their 50 per cent water dues. But the decision has, so far, remained unimplemented, the KWSB MD added.


Listing the departments and organizations against which dues are outstanding up to Nov 2007, under the heads of water, sewerage, conservancy and fire, he said that these include PIA, Pakistan Steel Mills, Export Processing Zone, Pakistan Machine Tool Factory, Security Papers Ltd, Printing Corporation of Pakistan Press, Port Qasim Authority, KPT, Karachi Shipyard, Pakistan Railways, State Bank, Pak PWD, JPMC, National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Quaid-i-Azam’s mausoleum, wireless stations, P&T colonies, SM/STR-I, Ushr and Zakat, Haji Camp, Clifton Cantonment Board, Faisal Cantonment Board, Assistant Engineer Garrison (AGE) Navy South, AGE East, AGE PNS Mehran, Karsaz, Garrison Engineer (GE, Army Services) Malir, Malir Cantonment Board (Executive Officer), Korangi Cantonment Board (Executive Officer), GE (N) Maintenance Karsaz, GE (N) Hub River Road, AGE Maintenance (Navy) Manora, GE (Maintenance) Gizri, AGE Manora, GE (Air) Malir, GE (Air) Malir Cantonment, GE (Air) Faisal, GE (Air) Korangi, GE Air (Masroor), Chief Engineer Works (Civil Aviation), PCSIR Laboratory, National Insurance Corporation Ltd, Korangi Fish Harbour Project, Korangi Fish Harbour and the office in-charge, livestock and fisheries.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-18, 13/02/2008)

Mazar officials at odds with water board
KARACHI, Feb 15: The Quaid-i-Azam Mazar Management Board and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board are at odds with each other over the issue of water charges payment, it has been reliably learnt.


According to sources, the water board sent Rs55 million bills of water, sewerage, conservancy charges and fire tax to the mausoleum management for the period up to August 2007. The bills were issued on Nov 20 while Nov 27 was notified as the due date for payment. Both the boards locked horns over the issue when the mausoleum management took a plea that they had been given a waiver by the government.


During the course of negotiations, the water board offered to accept the payment of half of the dues (i.e. Rs27 million) initially and the payment of outstanding charges later. But the mausoleum’s management board disagreed, maintaining that the issue had been decided over a decade back and there was no question of the payment of the bill.

The sources said the outstanding bills against consumer numbers were: Rs165,182 against CNT-0000319; Rs25.542 million against CNT-0000320; Rs165,482 against CNT-0000321; and Rs29. 040 million against CNT-0000344.


Water has been charged at Rs44 per 1,000 gallons. Sewerage and conservancy charges have been fixed at 25 per cent each of water charges while fire charges have been calculated at 30 per cent of water dues.


Responding to Dawn queries, QMMB Resident Engineer Mohammad Arif said that the issue of the KWSB dues had been decided in a progress monitoring committee’s meeting on the Bagh-i-Quaid-i-Azam Project, chaired by the former Sindh Chief Secretary, Mohammad Zubair Kidwai, on August 20, 1998.


M Arif, who has been associated with the QMMB for over a decade, said that the former chief secretary had stated: “KWSB has been pleased to waive off water charges for Quaid’s Mazar.”

After the meeting, the KWSB stopped issuing regular bills, he said, adding that whenever the bills were sent it was duly reminded of the decision taken by the committee. After such a brief exercise, the issue used to rest for some time, he added.


Now all of a sudden the QMMB received bills of around Rs55 million dues issued by the KWSB for four connections although the mausoleum had only two water connections, he said. The QMMB would not pay the bills of the two connections either as it had been waived by the government, he added. The bills issued to the QMMB did not mention how many gallons of water had been supplied to the mausoleum as no meter was installed there, said the resident engineer.


In a communication to the QMMB on the subject of “outstanding dues of KWSB against the federal government departments / corporations / agencies”, KWSB Chief Revenue Officer Mahmood Qadir has referred to a federal government communication (ref number Finance Division u.o. No. F5 (14) CF 1/2005-06, dated 8-11-2007) and said that “your kind attention is invited to the letter referred above whereby a meeting was held on Nov 8, 2007, chaired by the adviser to the prime minister on finance, deciding that all federal government departments.”

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-19, 16/02/2008)

KW&SB made 4,075 illegal recruitments

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has claimed that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) appointed 4,075 employees on different posts while the organisation had terminated 4,000 employees two years ago as retrenchment programme.


The party leader, Taj Haider, claimed this at a press conference on Friday at the party office in which he provided official documents to journalists as proof and said that all recruitments were illegal.

He said all appointments were issued one month ago by passing all rules and procedures and against the directives of the Election Commission. The other PPP leader Latif Mughal was also present on the occasion.


Taj Haider lambasting the CEC for not taking any notice of the PPP complaints of pre-poll rigging saying that the limit of pre-poll excesses is that Moin Khan and Imamuddin Shahzad who are MQM-nominated candidates from PS-101 and PS-102 respectively are officiating as Vice-Chairman of the KW&SB.

The PPP central leader charged that these candidates are running their election campaign from the KW&SB office and with the KW&SB staff and resources and receiving all the benefits and privileges like office, personnel, transport, petrol and telephone.


The PPP leaders said that beside new appointments, 87 promotions were being awarded.


He regretted that the most startling are Beldar Zafar Ahmed who has been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-16 as assistant director , Helper Mohammad Asim who has been promoted from Grade-03 to Grade-14 as Foreman (Electrical), Chowkidar Imran Ahmed Siddiqui who has been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Sub-Engineer(Civil), Coolie Mohammad Hussain who has been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Sub-Engineer (Civil) , Beldar Ahmed Ashraf who has been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Sub-Engineer (Civil), Naib Qasid Zafar Iqbal who has also been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Sub-Engineer (Civil), Coolie Imran Azmat Ullah who has been promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Sub-Engineer (Civil), Collie Atiq-ur-Rehman promoted from Grade-02 to Grade-14 as Assistant , Health worker Khurram Masood promoted from Grade-01 to Grade-11 as Supervisor and Health worker Mohammed Naveed promoted from Grade-01 to Grade-10 Asst Foreman (Electrical).

(The News-14, 16/02/2008)

Sepa report says Indus water highly polluted
KARACHI, Feb 16: Water in the Indus and various lakes and canals being fed by it is highly polluted and poses serious threats to human health as well as to the environment and biodiversity, says a report.


The Rs11 million one-year (2004-2005) report on “Water quality monitoring programme in Sindh” conducted by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) was sponsored by the National Drainage Authority and was launched at a function on Saturday.


Experts speaking at the launch ceremony stressed that many laws, including the specific environmental protection legislations, existed only on paper. They added that there were two reasons why the laws were not implemented: one, a dearth of technically qualified people; two, clout wielded by polluters. Presenting the results, S.M. Yahya of Sepa said water sampling was carried out at 21 spots, including Guddu, Sukkur, Dadu, Kotri and Sujawal barrages; near Latifabad (Hyderabad) and the Danistar canal; and the Hamal, Manchhar, Keenjhar and Haleji lakes and the K.B. Feeder, Phulali, Pinyari canals, etc.


He said the results revealed that the pollution load was many times more than the safe limits prescribed by the World Health Organization, the European Union, etc and coliform that should not be present in water at all was present at all places -- and measured more than 1,000 per 100 millilitres at certain places.

He said the study showed that BOD -- biological oxygen demand which is said to be a water quality indicator and stands for the biodegradability of organic matter dissolved or suspended in water –ranged between 51.2 mg/l near the Danistar canal and 25.5 mg/l at the Guddu Barrage; from 117.2mg/l at the Manchhar lake to 60 mg/l at the Keenjhar lake.


BOD should be less than 6.5 mg/l.

The official said that COD -- chemical oxygen demand which is a measure of pollution load, (industrial and sewage wastewater) – ranged between 121 mg/l at the Danistar canal and 63.6 mg/l at the Guddu Barrage.


COD should be less than 5 mg/l.

He said coliform, which is commonly associated with faeces of humans and animals and has long been recognized as a suitable microbial indicator of drinking water quality, ranged from 932 per 100 ml at Dadu barrage to 349 per 100 ml at Sujawal barrage; and from 1,046 per 100 ml at Hamal lake to 851 per 100 ml at Haleji lake and up to 1,100 in Pinyari canal.Coliform should not be present in water bodies at all.


Sindh Caretaker Environment Minister Jam Karam Ali said the study results portrayed a grim picture of the situation. However, he said he hoped Sepa would soon overcome it and improve the situation. He said water was essential for life and it was the present generation’s responsibility to leave good quality water for future generations.


Sindh Environment Secretary Mir Hussein Ali said that owing to the scarcity of technically qualified men the implementation of laws had been far from ideal, but now the Sindh Public Service Commission had been approached to get qualified men recruited after which the situation would improve.

He said pollution in water was increasing, which posed a serious threat to human health as well as to the environment. He said Manchhar lake, one of the largest fresh-water lakes in Asia, had almost been destroyed while another important lake, Keenjhar, was degrading at a fast pace.

Dr Ghulam Akber of the World Wide Fund for Nature said that the population was increasing at a rapid pace and every year 2.9 million people were added which put additional pressure on the fast depleting water resources.

He said that arsenic – a deadly substance -- was found in at least eight cities across the country. He said although he was a supporter of eco-tourism, the ill-planned and unchecked tourism was ruining Keenjhar Lake – a Ramsar Site, the highest status a wetland could have internationally from the conservation point of view – where vehicles were washed and untreated sewage from tourist facilities went into the lake. He said billions of rupees were being spent on health because of waterborne diseases.


He said fish in the lakes had also decreased because of water pollution and the number of migratory birds which came from colder central Asian regions to spend their winters at local wetlands had also gone down on account of pollution as well as less fish stock in the lakes.


Hashim Leghari of the Sindh Irrigation and Drainage Authority said the National Environmental Quality Standards were very liberal than the standards prescribed by the WHO, EU or other international agencies and stressed that the NEQS be reviewed and be made stringent. Sepa director-general Abdul Malik Ghauri also spoke.

(Dawn-17, 17/02/2008)

Fears of water contamination by unsupervised culling in Malir
KARACHI, Feb 25: Experts have called for a better surveillance of poultry birds and use of a foolproof mechanism for the detection of the Avian Influenza virus. They regretted the recent elimination and disposal of hundreds of birds suspected to be infected with the H5N1 virus at a Malir farm was carried out under no official supervision.


The poultry farmers’ association maintained that the owner of the affected poultry farm, Mashallah Poultry Farm, had been persuaded to cull his birds kept in a farm in the jurisdiction of the Malir cantonment board at the earliest. He had been told time was of the essence in containing the outbreak.


Health and poultry officials said they remained helpless in taking measures on a war footing as they were not taken into confidence as soon as an outbreak was reported.


Following reports about bird deaths in a large number at a poultry farm on the National Highway, the surveillance staff of the Sindh livestock department collected samples from birds suspected to be suffering from some severe diseases for various laboratory tests on Feb 21. The news that the samples had been tested positive at the national reference laboratory in Islamabad for the H5N1 virus was received in Karachi on the night of Feb 23.


Those officials responsible for culling remained unaware of the development for a long time and had no idea that havoc was being wrought by ‘unauthentic’ culling and other follow-up measures.

A poultry source said that this was not the first time that unofficial culling was done in the city.


About a year back about 47,000 birds were culled while another 20,000 died from the infection at four poultry farms in Gadap town which at a later stage were found to be infected with the H5N1 virus, but no provincial and city government official was aware of it till the time a report about the diseases was leaked to the media outside Karachi.

It was maintained by a senior Sindh government official at that time secrecy would be maintained in such cases in order to prevent a panic situation as it might affect the poultry industry and consumers.


According to an AI contingency plan prepared in the case of Pakistan, awareness in the general public about the diseases and its consequences should continuously be made through media campaigns based on scientific facts and figures. It is important that details of negative results reported by the laboratory in respect of the surveillance samples are periodically furnished to the media and journalists should also be invited to awareness campaigns.


Mohammad Akmal, a young man of 22 years, said he was employed at the farm only about a week back. Though he claimed that he had been working at the poultry farms for the last couple of years, he failed to name Avian Influenza (bird flu) among the birds diseases he had been briefed about.


He said he and four other persons hired by the owner of the farm destroyed the birds suspected to be suffering from the H5N1 virus by gassing them in empty feedbags available at the farm. The bags filled with the dead birds were later dumped into a wide and deep hole on the premises of the farm, which was also refilled, said Mr Kamal, adding that the entire operation took 10-12 hours till Saturday morning and was carried out in the presence of the owner. He conceded that no government poultry or health official was present on the occasion.


A team of poultry and health officials of the city district government of Karachi, deputy secretary of the Sindh health department, a WHO surveillance officer and a couple of newsmen, however, during their visit to the farm found that the well containing the dead infected birds was half filled, and sub-soil water was in evidence.

It was felt that unscientific culling of birds and their dumping in a well, instead of burial in a purposefully prepared pit, might lead to the contamination of subsoil water, which could also be drawn by some other poultry and vegetable farmers and animals of the areas along the Malir riverbed.


The district officer for poultry, Asadullah Shah Bukhari, told Dawn that he with his team reached the farm in on Sunday to carry out the spray of disinfectants at the farm and areas close to it and inspect a couple of other nearby farms.

He said the land had got a natural mechanism of filtration and decontamination and he could say that there a very little chance of contamination of sub-soil water, particularly when the dead birds were sealed in bags.

Under an approved standard operation process (SOP)for and disposal of dead birds in the wake of a bird flu outbreak sufficient sets of personnel protective equipment, mobile disinfection units equipped with protective clothing for all the persons involved in the operation, night-time illumination devices, digging and burial equipment, sufficient depopulation crew to avoid overworking, stock of antiviral drugs, gas, drugs or devices to sedate, stun and depopulate flocks, appropriate containers or plastic bags for disposing of infected material were needed.

In areas which allow burial as a means of disposal, a pit must be prepared as soon as a bird flu outbreak is confirmed. The pit must be at least two metres wide and two meters deep to dispose of 300 birds. All non-disinfectable, biodegradable material (wood, cardboard) must be buried with the animals and the carcasses must be covered with a layer of calcium hydroxide and then with a layer of bleach, at least 40 centimetres, the SOPs included in many other related requirements.


Before this latest bird flu outbreak at the Malir farm, a private farm and a government farm were also declared infected with the dreaded AI virus in the first week of January. The first government organised culling and disposal of birds could be seen only in the case of the private farm, while the government farm caretakers preferred to carry out culling at night to avoid the media and government supervision.


Infection-control steps

Commenting on the infection control measures the poultry farmers claimed to have observed, the registrar/secretary of the Pakistan Veterinary Medical Council, Dr Alamdar Hussain Malik, said the recent outbreaks of the H5N1 virus in poultry farms in Karachi and the response and concern shown by the provincial livestock department, the Pakistan poultry association and the city government completely showed that no proper awareness of the culling procedure spelled out by the WHO.


Dr Malik said direct contact with infected poultry, or surfaces and objects contaminated by their faeces, was considered the main route of human infection. As infected birds shed large quantities of virus in their faeces, opportunities for exposure to infected droppings or to environments contaminated by the virus are abundant under such conditions, he said, adding that because many households in Asia depended on poultry for income and food, many families sold or slaughtered and consumed birds when signs of illness appeared in a flock, and this practice had proved difficult to change.


Dr Malik stressed that the federal ministry for food, agriculture and livestock without any further delay should start registration of the poultry farms and categorized them according to existing bio-security practices and the legislations pertaining to regulating poultry farm practices must be completed in the shortest possible time. He further demanded that the epidemiological studies must be carried out to find out that how the H5N1 virus landed at the affected poultry farms. He further said that the laboratories at the provincial level must be strengthened with the technology to confirm the H5N1 virus so there was no need to send samples to Islamabad.


The executive district officer (agriculture) of the CDGK, Shabbir Ahmed Bhurt, said that a notification of a set of bylaws aiming at improved bio-security measures and healthy production of birds at farms would be issued in a few days.

Replying to another question, he said the execution of culling and other relevant operation was the sole responsibility of the district officers of the poultry division, but unfortunately hand not been informed by by the provincial livestock department and farmers.

In the meantime, doctors of the city district government told Dawn that the farm worker Mohammad Akram and a worker of another nearby farm where he was staying were being checked on a regular basis and till Monday they were all well. However, the officials concerned had been unable to get the whereabouts of other persons associated with the culling of the infected birds at the Mashallah farm for hours on Saturday.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 26/02/2008)

Water shortage to hit drinking supplies


KARACHI: A water shortage in the rivers, particularly the Indus, is having a drastic effect on Sindh’s share of water, reducing it to 45 to 50 percent. This is expected to cause a shortage of irrigation water, as well as drinking water, in Karachi, Hyderabad, Thatta and other cities of lower Sindh in the coming days.

The Irrigation and Power Department (IPD) Sindh has termed the water shortage, “highly critical”. Sindh has only 20,400 cusecs in its canals compared to the 37,500 cusecs as decided in the Water Accord of 1991, making a shortage of 45 percent.


The IPD has directed Sindh Irrigation Department Authority’s (IDA) chief engineers and managing director to implement an intensive rotation program which will begin from March 1. Meanwhile, farmers and other users of irrigation water have been advised to use minimal water by the Sindh government.


Sources have said that this acute shortage of water will have a heightened effect on the already prevailing shortage of water in Karachi, Hyderabad, Thatta and other cities of lower Sindh. Keenjhar Lake in Thatta, which gets its water from the Indus river via a canal from Kotri Barrage, is the biggest storage for drinking water for Karachi. Twelve-hundred cusecs of water for drinking is released daily from the lake.


However, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Managing Director, Ghulam Arif, has said that the effect of the water shortage will only affect the irrigation and not the drinking water. “We are receiving water according to our requirement,” he said.


Sindh government’s Press Information Director S. M. Iqbal also said that drinking water for Karachi will be maintained. “Water for drinking purposes will be directed from the Fuleli and Pinyari canals which are a source of water to Hyderabad city.”


Meanwhile, supplies of Guddu Barrage canals have reduced to 1,250 cusecs, 50 percent of its normal level. The water level in the Sukkur barrage has also gone down to 15,000 cusecs, indicating a 50 percent shortage. Meanwhile, supplies to Korti barrage canals will be enhanced to 3,000 cusecs to cater to the drinking water requirement.


Sources in the Sindh government accepted that the 50 percent shortage of water will affect irrigation and drinking water in the whole province. Sukkur, Sehwan, Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Kotri, Karachi, Thatta and other cities which receive drinking water directly from the Indus river, will face shortage of water in the coming days, they said

It may be mentioned that WAPDA, which administers the water supply to the provinces gives preference to generating electricity rather than drinking water and the suggestions of the Indus River System Authority (IRSA), the body for monitoring the distribution of water among provinces, are being neglected.

(By Qazi Asif, DailyTimes-B1, 29/02/2008)
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KWSB to get back hydrants shortly
KARACHI, Feb 29: The city government’s much-awaited plan of ‘one hydrant for one town’ is likely to be implemented soon as the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board finalises its strategy of taking back the control of all its nine hydrants from the Rangers within a week following the Sindh government’s recent notification, well-placed sources said.


Referring to the Sindh government’s notification (No SOVII/KW&SB/2-6/2007 dated 27th Feb, 2008) issued to the KWSB managing director, the sources said that the water utility had been asked to get back the possession of the city’s water tanker service from the Pakistan Rangers. The Sindh government had asked the water utility to complete the entire process within a week, sources said.


However, KWSB officials were non-committal when they were asked whether the water utility would fulfil its promise about the closure of hydrants located in residential localities after taking over their control.

The hydrants in Muslimabad, Federal B’ Area and Sakhi Hassan have become a permanent source of nuisance for the area residents. Frequent shuttling of tankers between the hydrants and their destinations has already ruined a number of streets and peripheral roads, besides causing accidents and intruding on the privacy of people living in and around these hydrants.


Sources said that all such hydrants, the control of which would be handed over by the Rangers to the town municipal administration concerned, would continue to operate at the same place at least for the time being. However, after some time the hydrants in residential localities might be shifted to the outskirts of the towns concerned to avoid roads’ destruction, accidents and inconvenience caused to the area residents.


After taking over their control from the Rangers, the affairs of these hydrants would initially be run by both the KWSB and the town municipal administrations concerned. Sources said that the water board would later hand over the control of each hydrant to the town in which it existed. Town administration would then be responsible to ensure that tankers drawing water from their hydrant must provide water to the water-deficit pockets and residents of the town concerned.


The KWSB hydrants were handed over to the Rangers in 1999 as part of a water crisis management programme when Hub dam had dried up. As a result, the sprawling townships of Orangi, Baldia and Surjani were facing a severe water crisis. Since then, these hydrants had been operated by the Rangers.

(Dawn-19, 01/03/2008)

Uproar in council over ‘KWSB appointments’
KARACHI, March 4: The City Council session witnessed fireworks on Tuesday as opposition councillors, led by the Awam Dost Panel, staged a sit-in twice in the house to protest against alleged illegal appointments made in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. They also criticised the city government for what they called recruiting Muttahida Qaumi Movement workers in the community police as traffic wardens.


The proceedings of the house were disrupted repeatedly and Nasreen Jalil, the convener, tried to calm down opposition and treasury members who traded barbs. Pandemonium broke out when Saeed Ghani, leader of the Awam Dost Panel, drew the attention of the house towards a resolution about certain appointments in the KWSB, which was passed hurriedly in the last council session in the absence of the opposition members.


Describing these appointments as illegal, Mr Ghani alleged that a proper mechanism had not been adopted in this regard. The issue of appointments in the KWSB had never been brought to the notice of councillors, he said, and accused treasury members of sidetracking the important issues and tabling them only in the absence of opposition benches.


Defending the appointments, Masood Mehmud stood up on a point of explanation and said the appointments made in the KWSB were legal and the council had every right to approve them. He said the Sindh government had put a ban on appointments, but these appointments were made purely on a contractual basis, considering the needs of the departments concerned. He accused the opposition leader of misleading the house and twisting the facts to gain political objectives. Mr Ghani tried to counter his arguments though he was not permitted to speak by the convener.


This caused the opposition members to see red and councillors exchanged barbs. The opposition members staged a sit-in on the floor of the house protesting against what they called the partial attitude of the convener.

She repeatedly asked the members to keep the decorum of the house but in vain. Subsequently, the convener, amidst the chaos, suspended the proceedings for 10 minutes.


When the house reassembled and opposition members, including Saeed Ghani, tried to reopen the debate on the KWSB appointments, the convener intervened and said: “This topic is over now” and let the house take its normal agenda.

These remarks provoked the opposition councillors who staged another sit-in in the house and raised slogans such as “Stop plunder and loot” and “Restore UC funds”.


A complete chaos prevailed in the house when opposition leader Sheikh Mehbub charged that the MQM workers were being recruited in traffic police “in the guise of traffic wardens”.


Masood Mehmud tried to defend them, saying that these traffic wardens were volunteers who had done an excellent job by controlling the traffic in Ramazan during the last two years.


Condemning the opposition for disrupting the proceedings, treasury leader Asif Siddiqui said it was an amazing contrast that their (opposition) leaders talked much about national reconciliation but they were creating obstacles here in a democratic institution. He advised the opposition to be patient and warned that the situation would have a negative impact on the overall situation of the country as Karachi’s politics reflected the country’s politics.


Opposition councillor Abdul Razzak raised the issue of uncovered manholes in UC 2, 3, 4 and 5 in Pathan Colony and UC 6 and 7 in Frontier Colony of Site Town. A child died in an open drain recently, he said, and demanded adequate compensation for the affected family.


Earlier, Ramazan Awan of the opposition drew the convener’s attention towards the UC fund issue. He recalled that she had promised to take up the matter with the city nazim during the last session.She told the house that the nazim had promised to release the fund of the affected UCs as soon as the financial position of the city government improved. But her arguments did not convince the opposition councillors who continued to raise slogans against corruption and plunder in the city.


Resolutions

At the outset, the house unanimously adopted two resolutions condemning the publication of blasphemous cartoons in Denmark, saying that it had hurt the sentiments of Muslims all over the world and urged the government to take up the issue seriously and expel the diplomats of that country.


The council also adopted a resolution approving 3,893 jobs in the community police and a separate resolution approving new posts in Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, considering the needs of the hospital.

Besides, two resolutions pertaining to enhancement of ambulance fares in the city’s hospitals and honorarium for UC nazims were also adopted.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-17, 05/03/2008)

KWSB stops water supply of defaulters

The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) has discontinued 23 water connections for non-payment of the departmental dues. The spokesperson of the KWSB told newsmen that the campaign will continue till they achieve their targets.


According to him, as many as 18 connections were terminated in Korangi Industrial Area only, whereas five were discontinued in North Karachi Industrial Area. As per reports issued by the KWSB on Tuesday, Mohammad Khaliq of Korangi Industrial Area is a defaulter of Rs7,448, Jamshed Inayat Pirzada has to pay Rs227,322 and Mohammad Usman Rangunwala Rs140,316, Badruddin Qadeer Rs257,441, Noor Elhi Rs227,806, Abdul Sattar Rs20,656 and Rangwala and Mohammad Aslam Khan Rs16,159 and Rs81,416 respectively. 


Yaqub Koasur and M/s Country Cotton have to pay Rs51,338 and Rs199,835 for the utility they received from the KWSB, Farzana Farooqi Rs13,606 while Ahmed Silk and Nazia Manzar Rs78,456 and Rs133,930 respectively.


M Ahmed and Jaffar Ali owe Rs193,089 and Rs170,168 respectively whereas M. Yousuf and Packer & Leather owe Rs425,809 and Rs562,775 respectively ,and Usman Ghani Hashmi Rs116,452.


Sohail Ahmed Nisar of North Karachi Industrial Area is a defaulter of Rs272,261, S.M. Nisar Ahmed and Nadeem Ahmed Rs380,613 and Rs196,404, Hamza Siddiq Rs97,387 and the owner of plot number DP-37, 12-C North Karachi is a defaulter of Rs175,318. 


The officials of KW&SB have once again warned the consumers to pay their utility bills on time to avoid any kind of difficulty. Furthermore, they said that the department would discontinue the connections of the defaulters anytime.

(The News-20, 05/03/2008)

Water in Tarbela, Mangla set to touch dead level

ISLAMABAD: Keeping in view the reduction in water inflows and increase in outflows in the wake of irrigational demands of the provinces, the water level in both the big reservoirs of Tarbela and Mangla is all set to touch the dead level within three days, a senior government official told The News.


“Punjab that caters to 85 per cent food requirement of the whole country will be the biggest loser, whose standing wheat crops need watering by March 20, but the water in the dams is set to touch the dead level by March 11 at the maximum,” he said. The official said: “The water level right now stands at 1,374 feet in Tarbela against the dead level of 1,369 feet. Mangla Dam has 1,044 feet water, just 5 feet more than the dead level of 1,040 feet.” “Both the dams would come on run of river by March 11 and the federating units would only use the water in rivers for irrigational needs. Punjab is basically too much worried about the last watering of wheat crop during the period of five days from March 15 to March 20,” he said.

Against the expectations, the water inflows are not improving even at the outset of March, as the temperature in the catchment areas of both the dams is not increasing.


The existing water deficit at this critical time could have been averted, but the Indus River System Authority (Irsa) succumbed to Water and Power Development Authority’s pressure and released 0.6 million acre feet of water for hydel generation in a bid to bail out the government from power crisis.


The water regulator did this against its mandate as the Irsa was meant for ensuring the distribution of water among the federating units to cater to irrigational requirement. The hydel generation is the by-product of the dams as all the dams are basically built to have maximum water for fulfilling the irrigational needs of the country.


Under the faulty decision of Irsa, Wapda used precious water of 0.6 million acre feet for hydel generation to save its skin, putting the wheat production at stake, especially in the Punjab. The excessive water releases by Wapda, with the help of Irsa, have adversely affected the water availability in the country.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-12, 09/03/2008)

Financially-crippled KWSB to incur Rs2bn on salaries
KARACHI, March 16: With an induction of about 4,900 people, the number of employees in the financially-crippled Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has gone up to 12,900 within a month, which will raise its annual salary bill from the existing Rs1.5 billion to Rs2 billion.


The water board, which has recently employed 4,900 persons in various grades starting from BPS-2 to BPS-17, will now incur an additional amount of Rs500 million on their salaries annually.


Sources in the KWSB said that it was amazing to note that the utility despite being overstaffed (eight employees per 1,000 consumers) inducted thousands of people more though it still remained technically understaffed and ill-equipped.

They said that the heavy induction was made at a time when the water board’s annual demand stood at Rs5 billion with major heads as energy charges (Rs1.6 billion to Rs1.8 billion), routine operations and maintenance (Rs1.5b), and overhead and establishment expenses (Rs2b), while its revenue remained merely Rs2 billion, indicating a deficit of Rs3 billion per annum.


Facing an annual deficit of Rs3 billion, the KWSB is unable to meet the operation and maintenance cost of its outdated infrastructure.


Referring to the ongoing projects and a recently completed one, sources said that all these projects were carried out with the funds provided under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme. The KWSB’s revenue department was required to generate Rs4.5 billion yearly from its 1.5 million consumers, including 6,000 industrial and bulk consumers, but it was hardly collecting Rs2 billion under the head of water and sewerage charges, sources said. Even this amount was not being made part of the utility’s finances as 25 per cent of it was disbursed among 187 union councils and 18 town municipal administrations for undertaking water and sewerage-related works in their jurisdictions, they added.


Apart from this, the KWSB owes Rs4 billion to the Karachi Electric Supply Company under the head of electricity charges and the amount has been accumulating for the last four years. The KWSB insists that it will be able to clear all power dues if it succeeds in recovering its Rs5 billion outstanding against various public sector organisations and offices, particularly those belonging to federal ministries.


Citing out-of-turn promotions as another reason for its unsatisfactory performance, the sources said that it was being practised in almost every department, including the engineering section where a number of junior engineers had been made executive and superintending engineers by giving them out-of-turn promotions.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 17/03/2008)

City recieves only 900 cusecs of water

While the entire world will celebrate Water Day on March 22 (Saturday) with sanitation as its theme, Karachiites continue to face an acute shortage of water and deal with unsanitary conditions every day.

A survey conducted by The News reveals that the River Indus is the main source of water to the 16 million people of Karachi. The Indus River System Authority (Irsa) supplies 900 cusecs of water out of the 1200 cusecs recommended by the president for Karachi. This is because Irsa is receiving less water than its share and is constantly under pressure to meet the demands of irrigation and household consumption in the province.


Sources told The News that President Pervez Musharraf had recommended that Irsa (in 2005) provide Karachi with 1200 cusecs water from Sindh’s share, that is, 37.5 million acre feet (maf). The city receives water through the Kaliar Baghar (KB) Feeder via Keenjhar Lake. First, the water is stored at the Gujjo Headwork Pumping Station (Thatta district). It then streams into different filtration plants via Dhabeji and Pipri. Another water source for the city’s consumption is Hub Dam, the supply of which is heavily dependent on rainfall – it supplies 100 million gallons per day (mgd). 


The city reportedly is receiving a total of 650mgd of water from all its sources against its requirement of around 1,000mgd. A look at the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Master Plan 2020 reveals that the required water supply for the city will be 2,100mgd in the future. This is clearly an impossible task, especially since the water level is receding in the River Indus. According to the CDGK Master Plan, the city’s population will increase to 32 million till 2020.


Moreover, sources said that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) had written a letter to Irsa to provide 2,400 cusecs of water to meet the requirement but the provincial authorities had rejected the request. Ameer Abro, a consultant engineer, who contributed in the Japan International Cooperation Agency’s (JICA) project of designing the study on the City Water Supply and Sanitation System for 2025, told The News that 66 per cent of the total population of the city — spread over an area of 3700sq. km including the harbour — is living in the suburbs. 


He said the water production cost in Karachi is about Rs80 for 1,000 gallons, including the cost of infrastructure, electricity, maintenance, canals etc. However, the KWSB supplies water at Rs43 for 1,000 gallons to the residential population and Rs73 for 1,000 gallons to the commercial areas. Abro was of the view that despite the tall claims, the government’s civic agency can not control the water loss through theft and line leakages. He said the people barely receive 45 per cent water from its total supply of 650mgd.


Furthermore, Abro said that JICA had recommended the introduction water meters to generate revenue to the KWSB.


In fact, the KWSB had installed meters in some of the upscale localities but was able to collect merely 14 per cent as 50 per cent of the meters are either damaged or the consumers are reluctant to pay their water bills.

He said that due to the lack of awareness, people still believe that water is their basic right, which should be provided to them without any charges. Apart from this, corruption, water theft, commissions and other irregularities within the bureaucratic system are also problems that need to be resolved to ensure a steady supply of water to all citizens. Because of all this, the KWSB is losing Rs10 billion annually. Another recommendation of JICA included the installation of gas generators in all the city pumping stations to lessen the electricity cost and to deal with load-shedding.

This has yet to be implemented as well. Abro said the KWSB authorities are reluctant to implement the JICA recommendations regarding installation of water meters in all the areas, hence the issue is pending.


Besides this, the KWSB and the government authorities cannot look into the main source of water through the Dumloti Wells, built 100 years ago by the then British rulers. As far as the project of desalination plants is concerned, the authorities have failed to implement it either. However, the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) has established a Desalination Plant to generate three mgd of water annually.


But since its location is close to the harbour, which receives 50 per cent of toxic waste, it will be a much more costly project for the authorities to desalinate it and then supply to consumers. 


Abro said that the government authorities adopted this idea of desalination plants from Saudi Arabia, where the harbour water is clean and costs less to meet the demand of consumers.


However, unfortunately, here the harbour water is poisonous and will be costly as compared to similar projects running in other harbour countries.


Meanwhile, there are three water treatment plants in the city, located in Mahmoodabad, Site and Mauripur area, out of which only the Mauripur treatment plant is functioning properly.


The Mahmoodbad treatment plant is non-functional while the Site plant is also facing problems. Also, the streaming of sewage through the diversion passage to the sea without treatment is causing marine pollution.

However, Karachiites are paying a huge price for this due to the political situation, which may deepen further in the future and create problems for the upcoming government.


The observance of the World Water Day is an initiative that grew out of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro. 

The day is an opportunity to draw attention and create momentum that compels governments, the international community, civil society and individuals to take action. The theme for this year includes sanitation and hygiene programmes. More policy focus and funds are needed for urban sanitation for the poor. The issue of manual scavenging must be recognised and addressed.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 21/03/2008)

KWSB optimistic about reclaiming control of water tankers

The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) is hopeful that it will soon reclaim control over water tankers from the Pakistan Rangers. The KWSB handed over the charge of distributing water in the city to the Rangers back in 1999, when the Hub River Dam completely dried up and the KWSB was facing difficulties in distributing the water to the Karachiites.

“Prior to 1999, the KWSB was responsible for the operation of hydrants for water supply through tankers. In 1999, when the Hub River Dam dried up, the service was transferred to the Pakistan Rangers as part of the water crisis management,” said the KWSB official.


During that time, certain areas such as Clifton, Orangi, Lyari, industrial areas and localities in the outskirts of Karachi were deprived of water and a scarcity of water was observed. This led to an increase in the law-and-order situation due to which Rangers were called to facilitate the people and resolve their water woes.


The Rangers were allowed to distribute water on a non-commercial basis and at least 14 filter plants were specified for that purpose. However, it was noticed that they were bringing water without filtering it and were selling it at high rates, an accusation which the Rangers deny. Meanwhile, the water is being acquired free of charge from the KWSB hydrants — up to 15-20 million gallon per day (mgd) worth at least Rs1 million on daily basis.


Currently, hydrants and tankers are exclusive to the existing customers only. It has also been seen that the people are paying huge prices and wait long hours to get water.


According to the decision taken in 2005, the KWSB officials asked the Rangers to hand over the charge of the water tankers to the department and, in this regard, an agreement was made between them. “In principal the agreement exists but officially the handover of the power did not take place,” an official of KWSB on condition of anonymity said.

The devolution system has consolidated over the years and has enabled the town administration to take on their responsibilities. “The responsibility of water supply through tankers in the water deficient areas of the towns will be handed over to the town administration,” he added.

The town administration has to play a major role in the new set-up as they will be responsible for preventing an artificial water shortage and illegal water hydrants operating in their respective towns.


The KWSB must ensure the water supply to the town hydrants and operation of hydrants and tankers will be monitored by the Town Nazim and Town Municipal Administration (TMA). 

As per the KWSB plans, inter-town movements of the tankers will not be allowed and hydrants and tankers will bear the Town’s name. The board has also decided that the water supply to the deficient areas can be monitored by the Pakistan Rangers. The number of tankers operational in a town will be published on quarterly basis in newspapers and the town will pay all the water charges (domestic and commercial) to fill the water from the hydrants. 


The Town will also bear the cost of the running of hydrants and tanker services whereas one central hydrant in North-East Karachi will meet the requirement of the NLC, Pakistan Rangers and other stakeholders.


The KWSB will take control of this hydrant while the tankers will be controlled by rest of the stakeholders. However, necessary payment will be made to the KWSB for commercial and domestic use.


Benefits of the plan

· There will be a reduction in water theft and artificial water shortages.

· Town water for the town consumers — people will quickly get water at their doorsteps. 

· The law banning inter-town movement will help in reducing traffic congestion and damage to the roads. 

· Illegal hydrants and tanker operations can be easily checked and identified.

· The role of the tanker mafia can be minimised.

· Electricity failure or any other mishap at one hydrant will not affect the performance of the other hydrants.

· Better accountability of tankers and water distribution due to the division of work at different hydrants.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-19, 21/03/2008)

Steps urged to save Indus delta
KARACHI, March 22: Painting a bleak picture in the face of government inaction over the water crisis, speakers at a seminar held here on Saturday adopted a resolution calling upon the new government to take effective steps to stop further destruction and degradation of the Indus delta, thus ensuring survival and a better future of citizens.


The steps recommended at the seminar include implementation of the rules prohibiting disposal of harmful waste into the Indus, release of regular freshwater not less than 35 MAF downstream Kotri Barrage, imposition of a ban on the construction of big dams, barrages and canals on the Indus River, an end to the conversion of seasonal water channels into perennial canals and cancellation of all agreements pertaining to the lands and islands along the coastal belt to builders and developers.


The seminar titled “Survival of the Indus delta and the role of the new government” was organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum. The speakers included MNA Qadir Patel, MPAs-elect Haji Muzaffar Ali Shijra and Sassui Palijo, Abdul Khaliq Junejo of the Jeay Sindh Mahaz, Tahir Qureshi of the International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Mustafa Talpur of the WWF, Ali Arsalan of the PILER, Ibrar Qazi (a water expert) and PFF chairman Mohammad Ali Shah.


They observed that the Indus delta, one of the largest in the world, was facing gradual elimination. “The delta’s death will be the death of everything that defines life, culture, ecology and livelihood,” they warned, and stressed that all communities earning livelihood from the deltaic natural resources must take responsibility to prevent the disaster.

“Historically, the Indus delta has been harbouring a wide variety of bio-diversity and local communities have judiciously been using these resources for their survival over the centuries. The grandeur of the delta is linked with the availability of freshwater and silt from the Indus. The construction of upstream dams, barrages and canals by the British rulers and later by the Pakistan government has devastated the deltaic region,” they said.


This happened, they believed, because successive governments compromised on citizens’ uplift for short-term economic gains. “The process is still continuing,” they pointed out, referring to the recent sale of certain islands and execution of various construction projects along and close to the coastline.


Highlighting the problem of pollution, Tahir Qureshi of the IUCN said: “There is little water left and what remains is polluted. The government’s persisting negligence towards violation of environmental rules and regulations and the execution of ill-planned drainage projects have turned the sea into a gutter.”


Mustafa Talpur of the WWF expressed concern over government’s lack of will in implementing its own accords, and said this trend had disappointed people and aggravated the water problem.

The resolution urged the new government to take steps to compensate fully the losses suffered by the delta communities.

“The new government must take responsibility to ensure prosperous and secure livelihoods for all communities who have either displaced or lost their livelihoods due to the construction of various drainage projects, for instance the LBOD,” they said.


PPF chairman Mohammad Ali Shah announced his organisation’s plan to launch a campaign on water issues next month. “President Musharraf had acknowledged the problem of water scarcity downstream Kotri Barrage but didn’t take measures to address it,” he said. 

The newly-elected MNAs and MPAs at the seminar held out the assurance that they would make efforts to resolve all water-related problems.

(Dawn-19, 23/03/2008)

SHC asks KWSB why 18 new hydrants still not operational
KARACHI, March 25: The Sindh High Court asked the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board on Tuesday to explain on April 9 why the 18 new hydrants installed by the city district government in the peripheral areas of the city could not be made operational.


The issue came up before a division bench comprising Justices Yasmin Abbasy and Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui when the KWSB counsel, Tasawwur Ali, stated that 18 new hydrants had been installed in 18 towns for water supply. Among them is a hydrant laid at Manzoor Colony near the Defence Housing Authority to replace the Muslimabad hydrant, which is located in a residential area also housing a church, a school for handicapped children and a girls school as alleged by a petitioner, Mrs Ruth Sami Ahmed, an old resident of the area.


The petitioner’s counsel, Syed Sami Ahmed, said all the respondents, including the city district government, the KWSB, the Rangers, agree with the need to shift the Muslimabad hydrant but it was not being shifted despite a court order and warning that non-compliance with it would lead to contempt proceedings. He recalled a division bench had given the respondents four months to shift the hydrants or face contempt proceedings as far back as April 2007. The water board continued to seek extensions until March 18 when a division bench finally ordered shifting within two days.


The KWSB sought still more time to comply with the court order as the petition came up for hearing on Tuesday. The board said though 18 new hydrants had been installed, they were yet to be made operational. One reason was that they were located near shanty towns where heavy water tanker traffic would endanger the lives of children playing around pipelines.


The bench pointed out that a threat to the life and limb of residents in a congested area was the main reason the petitioner pressed for shifting of the Muslimabad hydrant. It summoned the KWSB coordinator for water tankers and hydrants, Misbahuddin Fareed, to appear on April 9 along with record and explain how and when the new hydrants could be made operational.


PIA reply

The Pakistan International Airlines stated on Tuesday that it has decided to ground the entire fleet of Boeing 747s and replace them with Boeing 777s for reasons of economy. The flight engineers attached to the fleet were no longer required and no mala fides were involved in the termination of 80 such engineers. In a rejoinder submitted by Advocate Makhdoom Ali Khan to contest the suit instituted by four of the dismissed flight engineers, the defendant PIA management said the airline was striving to cut its losses and the operation of the Boeing 747 fleet was found uneconomical.


Justice Ghulam Dastgir Shahani brought the PIA reply on record and adjourned further hearing to April 9. The interim injunction granted by Justice Khwaja Naveed Ahmed would continue till that date. Advocate Khalid Jawaid Khan appeared for the plaintiffs.


CM’s advisers

The division consisting of Justices Yasmin Abbasy and N.A. Siddiqui, meanwhile, dismissed as infructuous a petition moved by Advocate Munir Ahmed Chandio against the appointment of 26 advisers by former Sindh chief minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim. The petitioner submitted through Advocate Abdul Waheed Katpar that there was no provision in the Constitution for appointment of advisers to the chief minister. Only the prime minister was entitled to have five advisers vide Article 93 of the Constitution. He requested the court to issue a writ of quo warranto against the 26 advisers.


Additional Advocate-General Fareed Ahmed Dayo submitted that the respondent advisers have since ceased to hold offices and the petition has become infructuous. No enforceable direction could be issued in the petition. Advocate Katpar said the advisers were paid salaries and allowances from the public exchequer and they should be asked to refund the amount spent on them. Advocate Dayo said an infructuous petition could not sustain any such direction and the bench dismissed the petition as having become incapable of bearing fruit.


Milk prices

Another division bench comprising Justices Azizullah M. Memon and Arshad Noor Khan adjourned to April 2 a new petition moved by the Milk Retailers Association against price fixation and punishment of violations by the city district government. Appearing for the petitioner association, Advocate Naeemur Rehman argued that the new retail price of Rs34 per litre had again been fixed by the city government without any consultation with the retailers or dairy farmers. The production cost has gone up further and it was not profitable to sell milk at Rs34 per litre. He said fines as high as Rs15,000 and Rs20,000 were being recovered from the offending retailers, though the law allowed a maximum fine of Rs10,000.


Advocate Manzoor Ahmed, the city government counsel, earlier submitted that the new price had been fixed in consultation with all the stakeholders in accordance with the court order. The city government, he said, also had to ensure the interest of the public and consumers. An inordinate increase in the price of milk would place the commodity out of the ordinary people’s reach. The government was taking all actions under the law and rules and the dairy farmers and milk sellers should realize the gravity of the situation.


Petition withdrawn

Defeated Pakistan People’s Party candidate Abdul Habib Memon, meanwhile, withdrew the petition moved by him to challenge the election of Muttahida Qaumi Movement’s Dr Farooq Sattar from NA-249 (Karachi). The bench disposed of the petition as withdrawn as requested by the petitioner’s counsel, Kamaluddin Azfar. Advocates Shoaib Bukhari and Saifullah appeared for the respondent MNA.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 26/03/2008)

APRIL

‘Tanker mafia’ behind Karachi’s water woes
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KARACHI, March 31: Recently undertaken research has revealed that Karachi’s water tanker mafia, which generates an estimated Rs49.6 billion annually, siphons off over 272mgd — or 41 per cent — of the water from the city’s bulk distribution system every day and then sells the commodity at exorbitant rates to residents and industries suffering from the water scarcity that is largely caused by the activities of the water tanker mafia itself.


A report authored by Perween Rahman of the Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) shows that the city is supplied with 695mgd of water, 645mgd from the River Indus and an average of 50mgd from the rain-fed Hub dam supply. Of this, 30mgd are supplied to the steel mills and Port Qasim before the water reaches the main Dhabeji pumping station, so the actual supply of water to the city is 665mgd every day.


However, the city requires a maximum of 601mgd — of Karachi’s 16 million residents, lower and middle-income areas require about 20 gallons per person per day while the needs of the higher income groups, about 20 per cent of the population, are estimated at 35 gallons per person per day; meanwhile, industries require an average of 123mgd and there is an additional requirement of 110mgd for other uses.


This would indicate that sufficient water is supplied to the city every day to meet its needs. However, the reality is that “bulk supply to towns is 293mgd and thus there is a shortfall of between 260 and 308mgd,” says the OPP report. “This shortfall is met through tanker supplies. Karachi’s bulk supply is 665mgd. With 15 per cent wasted due to technical leakages, the available supply comes to 565.25mgd. The gap between the actual supply and the availability is 272.25mgd, which is siphoned off from the bulk distribution and sold through tanker supplies. This operation generates an estimated Rs49.6 billion annually (at the average cost of Rs0.5 per gallon).”


Sneaky tactics

There is an official system in place for water supplies via tankers. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) maintains nine official hydrants which are managed by the Rangers. The officially sanctioned quantum of water is 13.75mgd, of which 3.42mgd is the quota for gratis supply to water-deficient areas while the rest is meant to be sold at official rates. This water is to be distributed through 13,750 trips made by 1,000-gallon capacity tankers of contracted tanker suppliers. The Rangers are authorised to charge the contractor a fixed amount of Rs44 (4.4 paisas/gallon) per 1,000 gallons of water for residential use and Rs73 (7.3 paisas/gallon) per 1,000 gallons of water for industrial purposes, which is then to be sold at the official rates.


In reality, however, 25mgd of water is taken from these hydrants and supplied to the city through tankers with capacities ranging from 1,000 to 5,000 gallons and some of 10,000 gallons.

The water is then sold at over double the official rates. The approved price of water supplied through tankers ranges between 15 and 25 paisas per gallon depending on the distance, and whether it is intended for residential or commercial use. “In reality, the rates are more than doubled to 35-60 paisas/gallon depending on the distance, bargaining with clients and the season in which the water is supplied,” reports the study. These inflated rates are Rs350-600 for 1,000 gallons, Rs700-1,200 for 2,000 gallons, Rs1,600-1,800 for 3,000 gallons and Rs2,000-2,400 for 5,000 gallons. “Therefore, the revenue generated per day from the sale of water is an average Rs10 million,” reveals the study. “This is shared between the various sectors.”


Unofficial hydrants

Investigations undertaken by the OPP show that in addition to the nine official hydrants, at least 161 unofficial hydrants and filling points exist all over Karachi, most of them located near bulk distribution mains. Additionally, many more filling points have been reported from all the towns.

A sample survey of nine unofficial hydrants shows that they are being used to siphon off 19.78mgd of water from the bulk supply. When extrapolated over 161 unauthorised hydrants, this means that some 358mgd of water is being removed from the regular supply channels and being sold to citizens at exorbitant rates.


Clusters of these unauthorised points have been reported from six main areas: Hub reservoir to Banaras Chowk, along Manghopir Road; Banaras Chowk to Gutter Baghicha; Mewashah graveyard to Shershah along Lyari nadi; near Saba Cinema, Ayub Goth-North Karachi and up into Gadap town; along the National Highway-Malir, and in Lalabad Landhi.


With reference to the 272.25mgd of water that is siphoned off from the bulk distribution and sold through tanker supplies, the OPP report also identifies the methods used. These include piped connections to the bulk distribution mains and perpetually unattended leakages in the bulk distribution mains which cause water seepage. At such sites, bores become filling points. “In some cases, like that of the Fauji Commander’s hydrant near the Hub reservoir,” says the report, “ponds are formed through which water is pumped out into tankers.” However, the report also acknowledges that “lately, KWSB officials have informed that 73 piped connections to the bulk distribution mains have been disconnected in North Karachi and Gadap.”


Supreme irony

In a city notorious for water shortages, it is often the KWSB that becomes the target of citizens’ ire during dry days. And while the organisation certainly does suffer from organisational and infrastructural problems, the study conducted by the OPP reveals that the tanker business is taking away a critical chunk of the revenue that ought by rights to go to the KWSB.

According to the study conducted by the OPP, the KWSB’s budget is dependent on government subsidies and its current annual budget (2007-2008) is Rs5.3 billion. Of this, Rs2.0-2.5 billion are recovered as water/sewerage taxes while the rest is government subsidy. (A total of Rs18.678 billion worth of dues are outstanding against the government and others.)


However, water supply to everybody is not only possible but possible at affordable and humane costs. “A comparison of the KWSB’s annual budget of Rs5.3 billion with the Rs49.6 generated through the sale of the 272mgd that is siphoned off and supplied through tankers shows the irony of the situation,” states the report. “If the KWSB can supply this water, it can earn profits as well as provide water to all at affordable, humane costs.”


For example, it says, if only the minimum requirement of 20 gallons per person per day were supplied at the cost of 5 paisas per gallon, the KWSB could generate Rs5.8 billion annually. This is more than the organisation’s annual budget. For the citizens, meanwhile, the bill amounts to about Rs200 a month, which is affordable and is incidentally the same as the average tax billed all over the city. “In water deficit areas, poor people are spending an average of Rs500-600 a month buying sweet and brackish water,” the report points out. “People are willing to pay this same amount to the KWSB for the provision of sweet water. In addition, some of the poorest are buying sweet water supplied through gadha garis (donkey carts), the cost of which comes to Rs100-120 for about 25 gallons, ie 40 paisas per gallon and about eight times the cost of water supplied through water tankers.”


Meanwhile, the KWSB could also annually generate Rs44.7 billion by selling the rest of the water, about 245mgd, at the current average rate charged by tankers (50 paisas per gallon). This could be used to resolve organisational and infrastructural issues.


Traffic troubles 

In addition to swindling citizens and the KWSB, the dominance of the tanker mafia also contributes to traffic congestion, pollution and needless wear and tear on the city’s already overburdened road network. According to the OPP study, the Private Tankers Association reports that their members own 5,000 tankers of which 60 per cent are of 5,000-gallon capacity, 30 per cent of 3,000/2,000-gallon capacity and 10 per cent of 1,000-gallon capacity. Each tanker makes 10 to 12 trips every day, which means that about 50,000 to 60,000 trips are made across the city every day to supply the water that is the citizens’ right.


Distribution and quotas 

The city receives water from the River Indus via canals from Kinjhar, Haleji and Gharo, and through conduits to the main Dhabeji pumping station. Thereafter, the water is distributed across the city through conduits and distribution mains of 66-inch and below diameters. There are two routes: the northern (via Pipri to parts of the Malir cantonment area, the Gulshan COD reservoir, Gulshan Town and parts of Gadap, North Karachi, NEK, North Nazimabad, Gulberg, Liaquatabad and parts of Lyari) and the southern (Bin Qasim Town, Landhi, Korangi, along the National Highway to Shah Faisal and Jamshed towns, Saddar town including Defence and Clifton, Lyari and Keamari). The Hub water supply, meanwhile, services mainly Orangi, Site and Baldia towns. Since the Hub and River Indus supplies are interconnected at the distribution mains, the supply is meant to be shared as needed.


According to the OPP report, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s quota for supply to the various towns, the cantonment and DHA amounts to 417.65mgd of the available water. “However, the actual supply reaching the towns is only about 293mgd. Seven towns – Orangi, Gadap, Baldia, Jamshed, Site, North Karachi and Gulshan get 30-57 per cent of their quota while others get about 60-100 per cent. Cantonment gets 100 per cent while DHA gets 133 per cent,” states the study.

(By Hajrah Mumtaz, Dawn-17, 01/04/2008)

Worn out water line in F.B. Industrial Area shut; new line opened up

A high-level meeting held under the chairmanship of City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, on Thursday decided to shut down an old pipeline supplying water to the F.B. Industrial Area completely from Friday and start the granting of connections by the Water Board to industrial units from a new line the same day. 

In this regard, the KWSB will set up a special camp in the industrial area where connections will be immediately granted. 


The meeting was attended by office-bearers of the F.B. Industrial Area Association Idrees Giggy, Feroz Alam Lari, Masroor Ahmed Alvi, Irfan Khan, and Mohammed Ismail, besides the Managing Director, KWSB, Ghulam Arif Khan, EDO, Works and Services, and other officials. 

The meeting was informed that, at present, the area had 933 industrial consumers of which only 300 made payment to the Water Board. Of them, only 40 per cent paid their bills regularly while the rest did so at their own sweet will. 


The Association was asked to ensure that all industrial consumers got the water connections and were brought into the ambit of the KWSB’s operations. 

It was revealed that the city government had spent about Rs1.75 billion on laying of infrastructure in the F.B. Industrial Area, provision of basic facilities, and carrying out of beautification. The meeting was told that work on the water and sewerage lines had been completed and all the units provided connections from new sewerage lines. 


However, industrialists were committing inordinate delay in getting water connection. It was pointed out that about 350,000 gallons of water was being obtained daily through tankers and these tankers caused damage to the roads besides creating other problems. 


However, abundant water, they said, was carried through the newly-laid line and industrialists need not get even a gallon of water through tankers because the infrastructure had been laid keeping the area’s requirements in mind for the next 30-40 years.

(The News-14, 04/04/2008)

Negligence of KWSB contractor responsible for teenager’s death

A teenager drowned Saturday afternoon in a pool of standing water at the Mehran Highway basically because of the negligence of the department concerned and the contractor of the project.


Thirteen-year-old Tamraiz Khan drowned in a pool of water which had developed due to a massive leakage from a Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) water pipeline in Sherpao Colony, Landhi. The project, which started before the general elections 2008, was stalled since the date of election was announced, area residents claimed.


Tamraiz’s father, 40-year-old Qasim Khan, said that he was in a factory when his nephew called up and told him about the incident. “He (Tamraiz) was standing at the edge of the culvert when one of his friends pushed him from behind and he fell into the water. He did not surface,” Qasim said.


Qasim has been living in a rented house in the colony for the past six months. He said that his son’s body was recovered a few hours after the incident and one of the legs was found entangled in the underground cable.


According to Tarmaiz’s relatives, the road on the right-hand side of the 89 Landhi bus stop, all the way to the Pakistan Machine Tool Factory, has been dug-up for installing water and sewerage pipelines. They added however, that the contractor of the project was “not interested in completing the project for some unknown reasons.”

The delay in the project was causing lot of problems to the residents, but their complaints were never entertained either by the local administration of the town nor by Ayub Brothers and Company, the contractor of the project, a resident, Rahim Dad Khan, said.


He also said that at least four young people had nearly drowned within a week. Around five days ago, however, area residents recovered the body of a child from the Landhi Hospital Chowrangi (roundabout). The child had also drowned. Khan said that no work was being done on the project for the last few months and after numerous complaints, a KWSB official visited the place. No progress was observed, however.

He further said that they asked authorities concerned to either complete the project or cover the road so that it would be safe to travel and chances of mishaps could be minimized. Efforts made by the authority however, damaged the main water pipeline and resulted in a huge hole in it, he said.


A young boy said that Tamraiz also used the ditch as a swimming pool and often came to the place without informing his family. He further said that Tamraiz had already jumped three to four times in the water before he drowned.


Due to the construction, there was already a trench on one side of the road. It later filled up with water that leaked from the pipeline, Khan told The News.The ditch is almost 14 to 15 feet deep, and children from the nearby locality have started using it as a swimming pool despite being warned otherwise by parents, Khan said.


Countless complaints have been made to fill the ditch up, but nothing has been done yet, residents said.Tamraiz’s father has meanwhile, lodged an FIR (No. 94/2008) under Section 322 at the Quaidabad Police Station against Ayub Brothers and Company. Enraged residents also held a protest against the KWSB and the project contractor. They also torched two makeshift offices and set fire to the furniture there.


The police, on behalf of State, also lodged an FIR (No. 95/2008) under Section 147/148/435/436/427 against the mob. No arrests had been made however, until last reports came in.

Meanwhile, after the reports of Tamraiz’s death, five pumping machines were seen draining the ditch on Sunday. However, the locals said that it should have been done long before the incident took place. They also appealed for action against the departments concerned and ask the government to cancel the license of the contractor.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-14, 08/04/2008)

Experts blame internal politics for KWSB ills

Civic institutions such as the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) have a capable staff but due to politics involved in the organisational affairs they can not function accordingly to come up to the expectations of the citizens, water experts said on Tuesday. 


They stated this at a stakeholder consultative dialogue on ‘Profiling the Water and Sanitation Sector in Karachi’, organised by Panos Pakistan, at a local hotel. “It is the weakness within the organisation that its staff feels insecure while performing duty in the office or working in the field. When service providing sector officials are looking insecure then how it can give positive results, said Arif Hassan, Chairman Urban Resource Centre. 


The KWSB staff is well aware about the water and sanitation-related problems and they are capable of resolving the same but there are political motives behind every project, which creates hindrances, leading towards uncertainty, he added. Moreover, he said that civil society organisations must be involved to play a role in order to raise voice for the solution of civic problems, such as water and sanitation. Hassan, replying to a question, said, “Water in Karachi is a multi-billion business, which can be resolved if the institutions work independently and without political pressure.” He urged to conduct participatory research in order to identify the symptoms of problems and give suggestions to address it through coordination.


Amber Alibhai, General Secretary, Shehri-CBE in her presentation on ‘Profiling the consumer in the water sector’, said elite people enjoy mineral water but majority of the citizens do not have access to piped water even. “It is shameful that the city has gas facility but many citizens still use fuel wood to fulfil their needs,” she added. She slammed the incapability of the KWSB, which she said does not have a complaint centre to lodge report of negligence of its staff. Showing the water bill she received recently, without receiving water through government-laid supply lines, Alibhai said, she had tried to register her complaint but failed. “There is helplessness as to where we should go and lodge complaint against the problems we are facing.”

Furthermore, she said that whenever they tried to invite politicians and parliamentarians in certain programmes to inform them about the current issues afflicting citizens, they never participate. Instead, they form policies without consultation with concerned forums and community. This, she added, creates problems when the time comes for implementation of the same laws. 


Khurram Shahzad of the KWSB, looking emotional while answering participants questions, said, “We might have been proved incapable in providing water to all the citizens, there might be complaints regarding choked sewerage lines, leakages in lines, but the citizens should also realise their responsibilities.”

He said that the KWSB officials are answerable to the public but at the same time citizens should also be made accountable so that the system can be improved jointly. The KWSB is not responsible for all the ills in the city.


The KWSB receives hardly 10 per cent of water bills, because all the 90 per cent people getting water believes that it is their right to receive water free of cost. In this situation how can the organisation maintain its infrastructure and meet the revenue losses. He said the KWSB staff is working under pressure from both sides, political as well as from citizens. The KWSB has 8,000 staff members and around 80 per cent people are suffering from depression and other ailments, because of stress at workplaces. 


Chris Heymans, Senior Municipal Development Specialist, Simi Kamal, Chairperson, Karachi Water Partnership, Ghazi Salahuddin, senior journalist, Kaukab Iqbal, Sahar Ali of Panos and others also spoke on the occasion. The speakers urged the need to consult and get No Objection Certificates from the organisations dealing with electric, water, sanitation and gas facilities before building commercial or residential plazas in the city.

(The News-20, 09/04/2008)

Karachi’s water problem

A REPORT prepared by a researcher of the Orangi Pilot Project confirms what has been suspected for long. Karachi’s water deficit has been artificially created for the monetary benefit of the tanker owners who supply water to domestic and industrial users at an exorbitant rate. With the consumers not getting the piped water for which they pay taxes, they are forced to turn to the tankers to meet their needs. This has become a simple economic issue for the tanker owners who, according to this report, earn Rs49.6bn per year — a staggering amount before the annual budget of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board which is peanuts at Rs5.3bn. The intriguing point to be noted is that the hydrants should go dry first, if there is not enough water. But they don’t. With the help of irrefutable statistical evidence, the author of the report points out a grave anomaly in the overall water supply mechanism. Against a total demand of 601MGD, the city gets a supply of 665MGD. But 100MGD is lost through leakages while 272MGD is siphoned off from the bulk distribution point before it is supplied to various towns.


The solutions tabled by the OPP report deserve all the attention that they can get in relevant quarters. It is only by strengthening the KWSB with technical manpower, its own power-generation units and equipment to professionally meter bulk supply to the towns that there can be any hope of a long-term, sustainable solution to the perpetual water crisis in a city of 16 million people. The KWSB, and not the Rangers, should be responsible for whatever supplies are made through tankers. This would enable the agency to raise an additional Rs5.8bn every year by selling surplus water at an affordable rate of five paisa per gallon — the present price is ten times higher. With consumers getting piped water at a nominal charge, and the KWSB raising more than cent per cent of its existing budget, there can be no losers in the equation, bar the tanker owners. The elected nazims and representatives of public forums should be made accountable for managing this supply.

(Dawn-7, 10/04/2008)

Rangers fail to let go of hydrants
KARACHI, April 10: The Rangers’ reluctance to return the control of nine hydrants over to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) – despite the expiry of at least three deadlines fixed for the purpose – has further delayed the city government’s plan for ‘one hydrant for one town.’

The decision to return the control of Rangers-manned hydrants to the KWSB was taken in Nov-Dec 2006 after which the two deadlines of June 18 and July 1, 2007, set for implementing the decision, were not met due to various reasons.


The Sindh government recently directed the KWSB to take control of all the nine hydrants from the Rangers but this directive has also not been complied by so far.

Asked why the KWSB has failed to comply with the Sindh government’s directive, well-placed sources in the water utility blamed the delay on the Rangers. “The KWSB has repeatedly requested the Rangers to make arrangements for the smooth transfer of all nine hydrants back to the city so that control over them could be given to all the town municipal administration (TMAs),” said the sources. “Through tankers, the TMAs would then provide water to the water-deficient pockets in their areas.”


However, a Rangers’ spokesperson recently told Dawn that the Rangers were willing to hand the hydrants over to the KWSB but the matter was being delayed by the water utility.


When informed about this, a senior official of the KWSB said that the allegation against his organisation was unfounded. “The managing director of the water utility sent a letter to the Rangers’ director-general requesting him to fix a date for the smooth transfer of the hydrants to the City District Government Karachi and thereby the KWSB and the TMAs,” he said. “However, we have so far failed to receive any positive response from the Rangers.”


Citizens’ rights infringed

The Rangers were given control of the KWSB hydrants in 1999, when the city was in the grip of a severe water shortage due to the fact that the Hub Dam, which supplied 100 million gallons of water a day to the city at the time, had dried up.

Sources within the KWSB reiterated that once the hydrants were returned to the water utility’s control, they would initially be operated by the KWSB and would later be transferred to the municipal administration of the town where they are located, enabling the towns to supply water to the deficient pockets in their jurisdictions.

The purpose of making hydrants town-specific is to ensure that tankers drawing water from the hydrant of a certain town deliver the water only to localities falling within that town’s limits.


Currently, tankers draw water from Rangers-manned hydrants and supply it to other parts of the city. Not only does this infringe upon various localities’ right to water from the hydrants in their areas, the unfettered movement of tankers along city roads has also been blamed for an increasing number of fatal accidents and the damage done to various roads by their weight and leaking water nozzles.

(Dawn-19, 11/04/2008)

Sweet water reservoirs of Sindh

THE international pages of Dawn ( April 1), under the heading ‘Sunset’, carry a captivating photograph of a lake located on the outskirts of Minsk, capital of Belarus (once republic of ex-Soviet Union). The picture was taken at twilight showing beautiful setting of the sun with ducks dipping in the serene, calm and sparkling waters of the lake overshadowed by a lush green forest.


Our country is also endowed with hundreds of sweet water reservoirs spread over right from lake Saiful Malook in the Himalayan K2 mountain to Keenjahr in the lower plains of Sindh. Unfortunately, we have failed to preserve our heritage and an important source of life.


Especially in Sindh, where most of the big natural lakes are located, over a period of time these have been turned into salt water lagoons. For instance, Manchar is the biggest shallow water natural lake of Pakistan, situated in Dadu district.

It is a vast natural depression flanked by the Khirthar hills in the west, the Laki hills in the south and the river Indus in the east. At the time of heavy rainfall the lake extends northwest with the result that it covers an area of about 100 square miles. Indeed such a large natural body of fresh water is a major resource in an arid region.


Manchar has been substantially supporting various economic activities. It provides a livelihood for a large number of fishermen, irrigation water for various crops and aquatic plants including lotus.

It could have also contributed a lot in boosting up the tourism industry if its beautification was properly maintained. However, for various reasons the lake has been degraded.


Human activities have changed significantly the original regime of the lake. Such activities include construction of Right Bank Outfall Drainage, bringing saline water from Balochistan that has not only destroyed the lake but is now a source of poisoning the Indus when its water is released during monsoons.


Similarly, the Haleji Lake, located in Thatta, was originally not as big but during World War II the then British government decided to increase the capacity of this lake by having a feeder canal from the Indus. It thus grew to 2kmx2kmx0.25km.

This lake, besides being a major source of water supply to Karachi, is an ideal refuge for wintering and home to thousands of birds. However with total neglect this refuge for waterfowl has also turned into a pond of saline water full of weeds.


Another sweet water lake is Hamal, some 400km north of Karachi. It is a natural depression spread over 10,500 hectares extending from Shahdadkot to Naseerabad in Balochistan. Water sources of the lake include hill torrents and a surface drain.


The lake supplies people in the surrounding villages with water for drinking and domestic use. Release of poisonous water of the Hirdin drain into the Lake has contaminated water to the extent that people living around the lake are prone to water-borne illness. Lake Keenjhar is located in Thatta district, a big source of water supply to Karachi.


However, it is the only water reservoir where some tourist attraction has been established. More development work for saving this reservoir from impurities is still required, otherwise this lake will also turn into wasteland.

Since the country is facing severe shortage of water, it has become all the more imperative to take appropriate measures to protect these sweet water reservoirs from contamination. The government may appoint a team of experts to survey all the lakes and recommend appropriate suggestions without delay.

MANZOOR H.KURESHI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 11/04/2008)

KWSB must implement accountability

Water services in Karachi are not accountable because institutional roles and responsibilities are unclear, with weak incentives for the employees working to serve customers. Fundings alloted to the high-tier of the organisation goes unabated without any checks on performance, said Chris Heymans, senior municipal development specialist at the Water and Sanitation programme (South Asia), World Bank. 


Based in Delhi, India, Heymans believes that institutional accountability has to be put in place and the current policy of over-emphasising on new projects and developments should give way to more importance for asset management and maintenance.


Moreover, he said that ill-governance apart from over dependence on public funding remains one of the primary reasons for the declining performance of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB).

In this regard, new rules are required to improve the relationship between the KWSB and the local government so that the process of accountability is carried out professionally by coordinating with each other.

“My interest in local service delivery started in the 1980s when municipal issues were mobilisation points for much of the opposition to apartheid in my country, South Africa.


The local government transformation has subsequently been vital in the post-apartheid transformation since 1994,” adding he said, “moreover, in most countries water and sanitation is the responsibility of municipal government. Due to which they face huge challenges in extending access and meeting people’s needs,” Heyman elaborated.


Karachi’s severe water and sanitation problems require city-specific measures, Heymans emphasised. However, like in many other cities worldwide, it is important that the institutions get fixed first, not the pipelines, he added. He quoted the examples of Phnom Penh in Cambodia, Durban and Johannesburg in South Africa, examples which can be emulated by Karachi as they demonstrate how much can be achieved if the sector institutions have clear roles and are able to function as accountable professional entities. 


Heymans has worked in South Africa, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Angola, Nigeria, and recently in India, Indonesia and Pakistan. He has visited Karachi several times since 2005. “Karachiites have to develop their own solutions.

The process of change will be as vital as the actual reforms. Sector reform will have to include the KWSB with the political leadership acknowledging the desperate situation. Thereby, mobilising the widest possible support for change,” Heymans said.


However, it will take time to gain credibility, and care should be taken not to impose unilateral or preconceived models.

This should signify that the authorities are serious about change, and to explore options more carefully before making final decisions, he added.


At the second level, Heymans suggested that, the KWSB should get the facts right. More detailed technical analysis will be required to ensure that reforms are based on sound information, and are not introduced randomly with a short-term perspective as there is no effective metering or other robust information management.

“At the third and most fundamental level, governance reform is essential to provide a platform for technical and financial improvements. Separation between policy making, regulation and service provision roles will strengthen accountability,” Heymans explained. 


Any service provider has to be operationally autonomous to manage water and sanitation as a professional agency, while reporting systematically to local government policy makers and ensuring appropriate direct relationships with customers, he stressed. Heymans said that all these changes cannot be achieved immediately.

A concerted turnaround programme is needed to deal with the KWSB’s operational and accountability shortcomings and its financial weaknesses, and also utilise the potential of informal providers, he added.


Flexibility is obviously necessary to respond to unforeseen developments and pursue a new vision, while concentrating priority - wise, the turnover steps will lay foundations for a larger transformation, he said pointing out that the fourth level of reform requires changes in the KWSB.


According to him, some immediate service interventions have to address the urgent service backlogs, especially in poor communities. Moroever, such initiatives should be structured in a way that they help address issues such as improved customer service, revenue flows, and lay out roles and responsibilities.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat, The News-19, 11/04/2008)

Rangers to relinquish hydrants’ control
KARACHI, April 15: After months of delays and bureaucratic wrangling, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) will on April 20 finally take control of nine hydrants from the Rangers, a senior official of the water utility informed Dawn.

The official said that the decision was taken during a meeting between senior Rangers’ and KWSB officials on Saturday. He added that while the hydrants will initially be handed over to the KWSB, they will later be given to the municipal administrations of the towns where they are located.

This will bring the hydrants’ operation in line with the city district government’s policy of making the hydrants town-specific. “Once this happens, the relevant town municipal administrations will be responsible for the operation of each of the hydrants,” said the source. “Tankers drawing water from any of the town-specific hydrants will then be required to supply water to the water-deficient pockets of that town alone.”


Referring to the steps devised to prevent the unlawful movement of tankers or the sale of water to other towns, the official said that each town municipal administration will choose a different colour in which to paint its tankers.


This, the authorities believe, will play a vital role in identifying tankers operating outside their lawful jurisdictions. Furthermore, tanker owners will be required to register their vehicles at town-specific hydrants. The registration of a tanker found selling water in an area outside its jurisdiction would be cancelled. “These rules have been formulated in order to restrict the movement of tankers to the towns in which they are registered,” said the official.

“In this way, tankers registered at the hydrant of a certain town will be bound to supply water only to the dry localities of that town. Meanwhile, the considerable wear and tear suffered by the city’s roads as a result of tanker movement will be reduced, as will tankers’ involvement in road accidents.”


Decision on Muslimabad hydrants awaited

Also relevant in this regard is an earlier undertaking given by the KWSB to the Sindh High Court that the two hydrants in Muslimabad would be shifted elsewhere once their control had been regained from the Rangers.


Asked about this, the source said that a final decision in this regard would be taken at a meeting that is soon to be convened between the KWSB and the administration of Jamshed town, under whose jurisdictions the hydrants are currently located.

The High Court ordered the hydrants to be shifted since they are located in the Muslimabad residential area and pose a severe nuisance to not only the people of this area but also those in adjacent localities such as Shikarpur Colony, Catholic Colony and Khudadad Colony. The residents complain that the frequent movement of tankers to and from the hydrants had not only devastated the areas’ roads but also resulted in road accidents.

(Dawn-18, 16/04/2008)

Minister takes notice of KWSB appointments

Durrani expresses reservations over Master Plan

Expressing serious reservations over the appointments in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Sindh Minister for Local Bodies Agha Siraj Durrrani has asked the Managing Director (MD), KWSB, Ghulam Arif to submit a report in 90 days clarifying how these appointments were made during the tenure of the caretaker government.


The minister said that he also had reservations regarding the Master Plan-2020 and added that he asked the EDO, Master Plan, Iftikhar Qaimkhani that, though the grand urban blue print has been made, how would it be implemented. He has also called for a detailed report about the workings of the Master Plan Department.


Durrrani told The News on Tuesday that he took a detailed briefing at his office from the city government departments and asked them to submit detailed reports about the Master Plan, Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), Katchi Abadis Authority (KAA), etc.


The minister said that he asked the MD, KWSB, to submit a report explaining how these appointments were made, and added that he has also issued directives to take action against the officials involved in these illegal appointments.

“The job of caretaker government was to hold elections and it was not empowered to make recruitments,” he added.


Durrrani said that he had issued a warning asking those concerned to refrain from committing such illegalities. This, he said, was in line with the goals of the late PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto, who always wanted to provide relief to the common man. He said that the officers of all the local bodies’ departments have been asked to be punctual regarding their office timings, and added that he would be personally visiting the offices to see for himself whether the citizens were being provided relief or not.


The minister also took serious notice of the demolition of Goths and asked the officials concerned to submit detailed reports in this regard. He said that he wanted to weed out corruption from all the local bodies’ departments at all costs.

(The News-13, 16/04/2008)

No dam at the cost of federation: Ashraf

ISLAMABAD: The federal government on Tuesday gave a strong indication that Kalabagh Dam would not be built at least in the near future despite the worst ever power crisis.

"We will prefer hydropower projects on run of the river basis instead of building large reservoirs for electricity generation at the cost of the federation," Minister for Water and Power Raja Pervez Ashraf said in response to a query whether or not the government plans to build Kalabagh Dam.


While addressing a news conference here, the minister said the government would ensure 2,228 MW additional power generation in a span of one year and the whole electricity crisis would be over in not more than three years.


"Pakistan is a federation and we would not initiate any project at the cost of the federation. There will be no politics (on dams)," what he exactly said about the Kalabagh Dam. "But we favour Bhasha Dam on which initial working is underway," he added. Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani, he said, has given the target of generating 2,200 MW power but we have chalked out projects of 2,228 MW for initiation under short-term, long-term and emergency measures.

"We will accept responsibility if fail to meet the target of eliminating load shedding from the country within the next three years," the minister claimed loudly. Ashraf, who spoke on the power crisis in depth, described the Multan riots over load-shedding as a well-conceived conspiracy against democracy. "We fear that such more untoward incidents can be engineered in the days to come."


The minister said the government would not let this conspiracy to prevail as the people know it very well that power shortage exists due to failure of planning on the part of the previous government. "Its a criminal neglect of the former rulers who did not add even a single megawatt power in the last eight years. Our government would deal with iron hands with those showing negligence," he said.

"Out of the total existing electricity requirement, our government inherited 3,200 MW shortage from the first day in office." "We have a list of projects that we are initiating on war footing to generate power to meet the target of getting the nation out of darkness.


At present nearly 2,000 MW power is being generated, short of hydropower generation capacity, and we hope that the water availability scenario would improve by June 15 to get maximum utilisation as far electricity is concerned, he said. The minister bitterly criticised the former government, saying they committed criminal negligence to maintain a balance between demand and supply. "I think there must be an inquiry as it involves the whole nation," he added.


Raja Pervez Ashraf refrained from direct criticism of President Pervez Musharraf when one of the questioners asked about the godfathers of the previous government still sitting on the helm of affairs. "There should be practical steps instead of blame game," he said. 

He announced to set up committees at the distribution companies (Discos) level involving stakeholders to conserve electricity up to a maximum extent. "I appeal to the traders to conserve electricity through use of energy savers, and in this way we can curtail consumption up to 500 MW."

Ashraf described as mudslinging the criticism of 1994-96 PPP government during which independent power producers (IPPs) were allowed to generate power. "These IPPs are providing 5,000 MW electricity and had they not been brought the situation would have been the worst today." The minister said the government was also looking into the option of two holidays in a week in accordance with international standard.

(By Dilshad Azeem, The News-12, 16/04/2008)

Report points out flaws in KWSB’s working
KARACHI, April 17: One of the major reasons behind the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board’s inability to supply sufficient water to its city consumers is its organisational flaws, says a report.


The report, ‘Water supply in Karachi, situation issues, priority issues and solutions’, prepared by Perween Rahman of the Orangi Pilot Project, says that there is a scarcity of technically trained staff and the situation has been compounded by the ban on recruitment in the KWSB since 1994.


It says that sufficient water is available with the KWSB which, if distributed efficiently, can meet the demand of the whole city. However, technically qualified people are needed to be posted, leakages plugged and dues recovered.

It says that a majority of the towns have just four to five technically qualified field staffers -- engineers and diploma holders. Most of the operational work such as valve operation, maintenance and repairs are done by fitters, baildars and coolies, who have learnt work on job. In many localities residents have hired their own valve-men and these and others, about 10 to 15 valve-men per town had been taken on daily wages by the KWSB in 2007.


There are a large number of unplanned official as well as unofficial connections and the use of suction pumps is common, causing low pressure and faulty distribution. Issues like verandas and portions of buildings extending over water lines are found everywhere, which makes maintenance very difficult and at certain times such undertakings are prone to violent reactions from the owners of the premises. The report says that though documentation of the existing system, particularly of the distribution mains, is available with the KWSB, it needs to be updated.

It says that the KWSB has a meagre operational and maintenance budget of about Rs1.2 million per town. Development projects and repair works are undertaken through other funds such as the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme, provincial and city government’s annual development programmes and also through the funds of MNAs, MPAs, UC and town nazims.


The report says that while most of the main line works are undertaken through the KWSB, most secondary and lane level works -- laying pipelines, valve placements and repairs -- are undertaken independently of the KWSB by the city government, town, UC, MNAs, MPAs and residents.


It says that KWSB’s current annual budget (year 2007 – 2008) is Rs5.3 billion and hardly Rs2 billion to 2.5 billion is recovered as the water and sewerage charges while the rest is government subsidy. A total of over Rs18.6 billion remains outstanding against the government as well as other defaulters.

If the staff efficiently plug the leakages and curb water pilferage by illegal hydrants, which in turn feed the tanker mafia, there will be sufficient water available for everybody.


The ban on recruitments for a decade and a half has resulted in the shortage of technically qualified people in the KWSB, as many of them have retired and at present even the top man at the KWSB, Ghulam Arif, who is a non-technical person, has been brought in from outside.


If technically qualified and efficient people with related qualifications are appointed, not only the organizational shortcomings of the KWSB could be overcome, but the citizens of the biggest metropolis of the country will also get sufficient water supply without having to remain hostage to the tanker mafia, which according to the report generates about Rs50 billion annually.

(Dawn-19, 18/04/2008)

Water theft common in Orangi Town

The residents of Orangi Town have given a donation of over Rs90m (Rs1200 per house) on a self-help basis which has led to an improvement in the sewerage system, said Perveen Rehman of Orangi Pilot Project (OPP).


Responding to the people’s initiative, the town administration started developing nullahs (stormwater drains). There are a total of 15 main nullahs out of which the town administration has developed (covered) 10 nullahs. Work on three nullahs is going on at the moment.


Sitting at her office which is curiously now located in SITE town after the recent demarcation, Rehman said that the water quota of Orangi Town is 40mgd, but it hardly gets 10mgd. She said that the Hub dam provides 100mgd but most of it is stolen. This can be gauged from presence of the countless water tankers on Hub road leading to the water reservoir. Rehman said that prior to the general elections, the 1.2 million population of Orangi town was getting water, but now the situation has changed drastically. “Over 20 per cent of the population gets water for 30 minutes after 15 days but if there is no power at the time, then they don’t get water for a month,” Rehman explained. She said that the OPP office is located on a water supply line but the town administration is also compelled to buy water (that is, pay for water tankers) from May to October, which charges Rs400 per 1,000 gallon though its official rate is Rs150. She said that their study on water revealed that over 272mgd is stolen, which is a private source of income for influential people who already earn billions of rupees.


Meanwhile, there are 700 private schools which the people have opened up with a reasonable tuition fee. there are 250 public schools in the town as well. Similarly, there are 600 private clinics. The only public sector facility in the town is the Qatar Hospital.

Talking about the Khasa Hill project which links the town with North Nazimabad, she said that it would have been more advisable if the authorities had repaired the Nusrat Bhutto Colony road that connects Orangi town to North Nazimabad and another road, linking it with Site town instead of constructing another road by destroying the hills, which might cause environmental problems.


Anwar Rashid, a known NGO activist, said that that this is the first time that people affected by the Khasa project have been given timely compensation as compared to the Lyari Expressway affectees. He said that this was because those affected by the Expressway were few. Another reason is that the Pashtuns lived in the area affected by the above project which may have created problems. He added that the Zaibu and Khairabad Goths are being demolished, thus triggering protest.


On the other hand, Rehman said that now the focus will be on nullahs and goths as they have already prepared a report on the water problem in the city.

She said that the CDGK’s master plan doesn’t mention theft of over 272mgds of water. Rehman said the plan suggests that facilities will be given to goths but it also says that the villages’ lands would be “reorganised,” which is dangerous because this reorganisation has not been explained.

“Does reorganisation of land means the demolition of goths?” she asked.


Rehman said that although the Master Olan rejects the Sugar Land City, the government as well as the local government has approved the latter. It is spread over 80,000 acres and if built, it will be equal to size of Washington, the US capital. This huge project has been given to one developer, who will bring investment over Rs82 billion.


The concerned citizens have formed a committee and they have plans to hold a meeting to see whether their suggestions have been included in the plan. She said they would soon hold a final meeting with the KWSB to control water theft. According to Rehman, the City Nazim has admitted that 45 per cent water is lost but he has used the term “leakage”, not deliberate theft, which means that the poor are stealing water. She said studies showed that the well-off, corporate sector and government agencies are involved in the encroachment of land and water theft.


Rehman pointed out that the secretary’s local government office as well as the Ombudsman office are also located on a nullah. Rehman said that they will collect the Sanads (Leases) of villages where the people have been living since centuries but are facing the prospects of being evicted. Rehman advocates small dams, which will help in providing drinking water and also save the city from flooding during the monsoons.


Rehman suggested that a small dam be built in Surjani Town whose residents face problems during heavy rains as water from the Hub River enters the town. The Thado dam built in Gadap few years ago had benefited the residents immensely. It has irrigated lands and provided drinking water to the residents of 20 villages. It also helps to revive reti-bajri (sand and gravel), which is lost. Rehman said that as all nullahs of the city were linked with each other at different points, a dam in Surjani town will also help to avoid flooding of the Orangi nullah.

She said that presently, the budget of the OPP is six million rupees. When work was started in Orangi in 1980, they worked hard to convince people about the importance of “sharing the concept of development.” They launched a campaign against the 272mgds of water that is being stolen and everyone is receptive to the idea. 

“As 60 per cent of the city’s population lives in katchi abadis, we have to deal with issue of their evictions,” she added. Apart from research on sanitation, water, housing and education, the OPP also manages the micro-credit and the health programmes. “We have a lot of problems but we will not leave people in lurch because we have developed a relationship with them,” Rehman said.

(By Imtiaz Ali, The News-20, 18/04/2008)

Can desalination boost fresh water security?
After oil security, water security is now drawing global concern, as a result of looming global water shortages. According to the International Water Management Institute, about a fifth of the world population – more than 1.2 billion people – lives in areas with insufficient water supply.


The use of water has increased manifold as economic growth in many developing countries has picked up and additional land is being brought under cultivation to meet the growing food demand . Many countries such as parts of Australia, southwest part of America, India and western Europe are receiving about 10 per cent less rainfall than before, due to changing rainfall patterns resulting from climate change and global warming. According to reports, annual inflows into water reservoirs had fallen to 150 billion litres a year by late 1990’s from 300 billion litres in the 1980’s.


Pakistan may also face serious water shortage in the coming years, as glaciers — one of its main water sources — are melting at a fast speed. Climate change and global warming are also adversely affecting the rainfall pattern and water availability..


In order to improve water supply, various measures are taken, such as construction of small and mega dams and building of reservoirs to store rain water, using of ground-water by installing tube-wells and water recycling etc. Desalination of sea-water has been added recently to the list.


For a long time, desalination of sea-water remained a subject-matter of serious criticism. It was opposed mainly on two grounds. First, because it consumed lot of energy – often generated by coal – which made it unfriendly to environment. Secondly, because desalination was too expensive. Even the cheapest desalinated water could cost eight times more than the traditional ground- water sources, which might be tapped for as little as five cents per cubic metre.

However, due to the looming global water shortages and the concerns of various nations about water security, sea-water desalination was gradually accepted as a possible option to fight water scarcity.


The US press reports that as many as 75 major desalination projects are in various stages of development world-wide. The US has one such plant north of San Diego and some more plants are likely to come up soon in various other states. Several Australian cities are setting up desalination plants. The largest, near Melbourne, may cost as much as $2.5 billion. Similar facilities are planned in Spain and India, while London is reported to be planning a $400 million plant along the river Thames.


One of the desalination plants in Australia, opened in 2006, is being treated as a model for the developed world. The $360 million plant at Perth draws nearly 50,000 gallons of water from the Indian Ocean every minute. The water is then run through special filters that separate salt from water, producing about 25,000 gallons of drinkable water.


Latest desalination facilities use a process known as reverse osmosis in which water is pushed under high pressure through porous membranes that separate the salt. The process needs energy, in order to raise the pressure and force the water through membranes.


Engineers have been able to improve membranes so that they can now separate salt from water more effectively. The system includes a pre-treatment device to remove large particles from water before it goes through the process. Besides, the modern facility includes an energy recovery device that makes it possible to recycle as much as 90 per cent of the energy consumed in the process.


The desalination plant at Perth was in running condition by late 2006. The plant includes a first-stage facility to remove silt and other impurities from the water, piped in from the adjacent sea. Water is then moved into a large building where it is pressurised and pushed through membranes in high-tech vessels. It is then treated with chlorine and piped into a reservoir, from which it is supplied to the local population. The left-over salt is flushed back into the ocean.


The plant is regarded as a model, because it had tried to address both the environmental and financial concerns with regard to such plants. In the first instance, it uses energy generated from wind, which is environment-friendly and, secondly, the system used in the plant had been upgraded to reduce its cost. Officials consider the project so successful that they are planning to build a second $875 million desalination plant which would enable the local population to meet one-third of its total water requirement from the ocean, thus reducing its dependence on rain-fed reserves.


Pakistan has been experiencing water shortage for the last many years, as a result of which not only is the performance of its agriculture sector adversely affected but the population – particularly in the urban areas – is also put to lot of inconvenience, at times.


The government should lose no time in starting the construction of small as well as mega dams. Particularly, the mega dams would help in low-cost and environment-friendly power generation, besides bringing about significant improvement in the water supply situation. Sea-water desalination, which consumes lot of energy, cannot be an option in the short run, as the country is already faced with power shortage. However, in the long run, we may have to resort to this option when other water sources start drying up.


To prepare the country for such an eventuality, power generation may be boosted by utilising the 185 billion tons coal reserves and constructing mega dams, as soon as possible. Besides, wind farms may be set up for power generation from wind in the coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan, which may be possible sites for the desalination plants, in future.

(By Aftab Ahmad, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-V, 21/04/2008)

1,000 gallons of water can be made potable at cost of Rs400,000

The supply of around 1,000 gallons of drinking water can be obtained at a cost of Rs400,000, said Dr Tipu Sultan, former president of Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) and former principal Dow Medical College (DMC).

Talking to The News on Sunday, he said that, with such an investment, 1,000 gallons of brackish water underground, sea water and lake water could be made drinkable across the country. He said that it was feasible as it just required the supply of electricity. Subsequently, it would also help reduce over 50 per cent of the diseases in the country, he said.


Dr Tipu, former medical superintendent Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK), who was also part of the deliberations about the health report, said that over 50 per cent of the country’s population comprised women, who should be the focus of the health policy. He said that the death of the mother of six children meant the death of three children also. 


In order to reduce mortality of mothers and infants, there should be dedicated staff and “special hospitals” for mothers and children, which could provide services round-the-clock, he felt. 

He said that the infrastructure already existed for this purpose as there were a large number of dispensaries, clinics and hospitals. Children should also be vaccinated there, he added. If the health of women and children was focused on, said Dr Tipu, it would mean that over 50 per cent of the health problems in the country would be solved. 


For the rest of the population, primary health care should be given importance. He said that, at present, the focus was on big hospitals because its projects were worth millions of rupees that also provide big money to certain people as commission.

(The News-13, 21/04/2008)

Nazim inaugurates generators at five pumping stations

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the CDGK has started implementing the plan to disengage the KWSB pumping stations from the KESC network so that water supply and sewerage system could be made less dependent on the KESC. He said this while talking to media representatives after inaugurating the installation of power generators at five pumping stations of KWSB.


“It has been decided to install such generators at all the pumping stations of KWSB after which water supply and sewerage functioning would not be affected owing to power failures,” he said.

The first phase of the installation of generators at seven pumping stations has been completed at a cost of Rs76 million, he added.


The Nazim preformed an inauguration of generators at Shipowners College pump house, Five Star Chowrangi pump house and Pahar Gunj pump house in North Nazimabad; and Khwaja Ajmair Nagri pump house and 5C-4 pump house in North Karachi. These generators have the capacity of 350KVA, 350KVA, 350KVA, 1275KVA and 1275KVA, respectively. Besides, two more generators of 350KVA and 1275KVA have been installed at German School pumping station in Orangi and Sakhi Hasan pumping station in North Karachi, which would start functioning in due course of time.


Mustafa observed that, during the last two years, water supply to higher and hilly areas was badly affected due to power failures at these pumping stations, and, as a result, the residents of these areas had to suffer a great deal.

“In order to solve this problem, we placed an order to Siemens for the installation of generators at all pump stations four months ago and these will be installed as and when received from the supplier,” he added.

He said that with the installation of these generators at Orangi, North Nazimabad and North Karachi towns, these areas would be rid of water shortage forever.


The Nazim mentioned the role of former MPA Bilquis Mukhtar and Nazims of New Karachi and North Nazimabad towns in the installation of these generators. Additional Vice-Chairman of KWSB Moin Khan and MD, KWSB, Ghulam Arif Khan were also present on the occasion. The Nazim also lauded the role of Water Board for installing these generators in a short period of just four months.

He claimed that the city government has solved water problem of the city by 90 per cent, saying: “Only two trunk lines were laid in the past 58 years while we have laid down 27 water trunk lines and managed to supply water to each and every area of the city, including 300-year-old islands.

(The News-14, 23/04/2008)

Generators at water-pumping stations


KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal inaugurated five generators at different pumping stations on Tuesday and vowed to equip all other water and sewerage pumping stations. 


These generators have been installed at a cost of Rs 76 million at the Ship Owners College Pumping Station in North Nazimabad, Five Star Pump House, Pahar Ganj Pump House, Khawaja Ajmer Nagri Pump House and North Karachi Pump House. 


Kamal said that generators have also been installed at Orangi and North Karachi, which will be operational in the next couple of weeks. He explained that power breakdowns have disrupted water supplies, especially in the mountainous areas. “With the generators, water supplies and sewerage pumping in these areas will not disturbed,” he said. 

He said that the CDGK has solved 90 percent of water-related issues.

(DailyTimes-B1, 23/04/2008)

SHC orders shifting of Muslimabad hydrant in a month

KARACHI, April 24: A division bench of the Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the director general of the Rangers and managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to shift the Muslimabad hydrant to some other area within a month.


The bench comprising Justice Ms Yasmin Abbassey and Justice Dr Rana Mohammad Shamim issued the directive on a petition filed by a woman resident of Muslimabad, Ruth Sami Ahmed. She submitted to the court that shuttling of water tankers with leaking nozzles between the hydrant and different areas of the city had ruined the roads and streets falling in the proximity of Muslimabad.


She prayed that the movement of water tankers had also created unhygienic conditions, traffic hazards and air and noise pollution, besides depriving the residents of the area of their privacy.Coordinator of the KWSB’s Water Tanker Services informed the court that the Sindh government had already asked the board to take control of the water tanker services in Karachi from the Rangers. He stated that the Muslimabad hydrant would be closed within 10 days.


Advocate Syed Sami Ahmed appeared for the petitioner while Deputy Attorney General-II Imran Ahmed appeared for the respondents.


Plea for protection

A division bench of Sindh High Court on Thursday directed the advocate general to provide protection to a petitioner, and issued notices to the AG and the provincial police officer. It also asked the National Accountability Bureau (Nab) to file comments on May 7 regarding the petitioner’s claim.


The bench issued the directives while hearing an application filed by the petitioner, Amir Khan Kundi, about his constitutional petition on the alleged embezzlement of Rs65 million in the irrigation department, Kotri Barrage. He claimed that the embezzlement was committed through fake scheduled rates devised in 2000 on the pretext of development works. He contended that despite approaching the relevant authorities, including the National Accountability Bureau, no action against those responsible had been taken yet.


He said that since he had pointed out the embezzlement, he and his family were facing death threats from some influential figures and, therefore, he and his family should be provided security.


The bench comprising Justice Azizullah M. Memon and Justice Khalid Ali Z. Kazi asked the AG to provide protection to the petitioner, and sought comments from the ADPG of Nab.

Poll petition

The appellate tribunal comprising Justice Azizullah M. Memon of the Sindh High Court on Thursday issued notices to the Provincial Election Commission and others while hearing an appeal filed by Ashfaq A. Mangi, who contested polls for PS-90 (Karachi) on an MQM ticket. The hearing was adjourned till May 13.

Mr Mangi has accused his PPP rival, Nadim Bhutto, of using unfair means to win the seat.

(Dawn-19, 25/04/2008)

DHA Cogen Plant has started water, power supply

The DHA Cogen Limited (DCL), in its first phase, has started the supply of water and electricity to the city on a commercial basis. This was announced at a press briefing at the site of the DCL water desalination and power generation plant in Phase-VIII on Thursday. The DHA Cogen is the first project of its kind in the country.


Generally, 650MGD water comes into the city, but, due to the poor distribution system, heavy water losses and thefts, the citizens, not only in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) areas, but also across Karachi, encounter severe water shortage.


“The acute shortage of drinking water in the DHA prompted the administration to look for alternative sources of producing water,” said the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), DHA Cogen, Waqas Mohsin. Accordingly, a cogeneration plant project was envisaged which would considerably alleviate the water shortfall and also contribute to overcoming the gap in the power supply in the city, he added.


The first phase of the plant is designed to produce 3MGD (million gallons daily) potable water for Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and 94MW gross power that is being contributed to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) network. The first phase is a project of approx. US$120million.

“After going through a complete testing process, the Cogen plant is now in its full implementation phase,” said Brig Javed Ashraf, Director, Special Projects, DHA, while addressing the media. He said that the Cogen plant has set an example that should be followed by other civic agencies that have the facilities, including KPT, Steel Mills, Port Qasim, etc.


President Pervez Musharraf had performed the groundbreaking of the project in August 2004. On February 11 this year, he subsequently had inaugurated Phase-I of the project and had also performed the groundbreaking of Phase- II.


Explaining the process of the desalination plant, the CEO Waqas Mohsin disclosed that 47MGD water was sucked from the sea from which 14MGD goes to the power plant for cooling. The rest goes through the desalination process and 44MGD goes back to the sea.


Answering a question as to whether the high temperature of the desalinated water would in any way harm the sea, the CEO said that the water thrown back into the sea has a maximum temp of 39�C, which, he said, is purely according to the law of the state that says: Water that is more than 42�C cannot be thrown into the sea, he explained.


“I had clearly said at the inauguration that the testing of the Cogen plant is under way and it would take some more time since only the in-house tests had been completed by that time whereas external tests had still remained.” Mohsin told The News commenting on the controversies pertaining to the Cogen plant that had been appearing in the media since its inauguration.


The Cogen desalinated water was frequently served to the media persons before and after the briefing.


The second phase of DHA Cogen would begin within three years to provide more than 100MW of power and 5MGD of potable water, disclosed the DCL management. The second phase has been finalised with its expansion cost estimated at approx. $185million.


Steps

• Sea water intake starts for supplying filtered sea water to power plant cooling (500 micron) and to desalination plant (28 micron)

• Natural gas and air is supplied to combustion chamber of Gas Turbine (GT)

• Ignition in combustion chamber starts and GT put into operation sending hot flue gases to boiler (HRSG)

• Boiler starts producing steam (115ton/hr)

• Steam is sent to steam turbine

• Steam turbine in operation and the power train starts producing electricity. Low pressure steam is sent to Desalination Plant

• Desalination plant in operation

• Desalination plant starts producing condensate water for boiler

• Production of Distillate starts from Desalination Plant which is sent to “Potabilisation” Unit to produce potable water

• Cooling water rejects from power plant and brine from desalination plant is discharged to outfall

(The News-20, 25/04/2008)

Nazim asserts control over KWSB and KBCA
KARACHI, April 25: In a retaliatory move aimed at asserting his control over the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and the Karachi Building Control Authority, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Friday used his powers under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, 2001 and notified the KWSB and the KBCA as the water & sanitation and building control groups of offices.


He also directed the respective heads of the organizations to continue to perform their duties as executive district officers (EDOs) of the city government.

The move is being seen as an attempt by the nazim to block Thursday’s order of the Sindh government under which the minister for local government replaced him as head of the KWSB and the KBCA.


On Friday, the city government issued two notifications under which it maintained that the Sindh government through separate orders had already been created the water & sanitation and building control group of offices and “therefore, in pursuance of Section 195 and in exercise of the powers conferred under the SLGO-2001, the city government direct the EDOs of Building Control and Water and Sanitation group of offices to perform the functions conferred by or under SLGO-2001 and in performance of their respective function shall adhered to and follow such procedure as are enumerated in the Sixth Schedule”.


Under the city government’s notifications issued on Friday, KBCA chief controller Rauf Akhtar Farooqi and KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif would act as EDOs of the building control and water and sanitation group of offices, respectively.


Sources told Dawn that the issuance of the two notifications by the city government clearly showed that it considered Thursday’s order of the Sindh government regarding reconstitution of the KWSB and KBCA as illegal, at variance with the SLGO 2001 and tantamount to introduction of amendments to it despite the fact that the ordinance had constitutional protection.


They said that the Sindh government in pursuance of the relevant sections of the SLGO 2001 had issued two notifications on Dec 4, 2002 and April 30, 2004, declaring the KWSB and the KBCA as the 15th and the 16th group of offices in the Karachi city government under the titles of water and sanitation and building control group of offices and given their administrative control to the city nazim.


The sources said that the appointment of the provincial minister for local government as an authority of the KBCA by the Sindh government in exercise of powers conferred under Section 4 of the Sindh Building Control Ordinance 1979 was in conflict with Section 53, Schedule 6 of the SLGO 2001.

They said that the “suppression” of earlier notifications by the Sindh government regarding creation of water and sanitation and building control group of offices was not enough and the government had to amend the SLGO 2001 if it wanted to regain the control of the two bodies.

They said that under Section 182 (3) of the SLGO 2001, the development authorities, water and sanitation agencies and solid waste management bodies fell within the jurisdiction of the city government.


Section 182 (6) of the SLGO 2001 says “the district governments shall appropriately re-organize the authorities, agencies and bodies and decentralize such authorities, agencies and bodies to the Taluka Municipal Administration or, as the case may be, Town Municipal Administration in accordance with Section 52 which dealt with entrustment of certain decentralized offices to TMA.”


The water & sanitation and building control groups of offices were created during the tenure of then city nazim Niamatullah Khan when the Muttahida Qaumi Movement was part of the then provincial government. Later, the functions of the water board and KBCA had been devolved at the town level as currently 18 superintending engineers and 18 town building control officers of the two bodies were working in each town under the supervision of town nazims.


Neither City Nazim Mustafa Kamal nor Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani was available for comments. However, sources close to them told Dawn that both sides did not want to indulge mutual recrimination over the issue openly.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 26/04/2008)

Confusion prevails in KBCA, KWSB

The officials of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) are in a state of confusion, not knowing whether they should obey the orders of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal or those of the Sindh Minister for Local Government Aga Siraj Durrani. 


On one hand, the minister claims that he is the chairman of the KBCA and KWSB after the Sindh government passed an order to that effect, while, on the other, under a notification issued by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), both the heads of the KBCA and KWSB are now Executive District Officers (EDOs) and report to the Nazim.


The newly-appointed Manzoor Qadir says that he is now the chief controller, KBCA, and has been elevated to this post by the Sindh government, replacing Rauf Akhtar Farooqi.

He said this while talking to The News on Sunday, adding that the KBCA was still working under the Sindh Building Control Ordinance (SBCO) 1979 and that he will perform all his duties under SBCO 79.


To another question, he said that “City Nazim Mustafa Kamal” had changed the name plate of ‘Controller’ and replaced it one reading ‘EDO.’


Qadir said that City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal was his boss as was Sindh Minister for Local Government Aga Siraj Durrani. Elaborating, he said that, being a government servant, he had to comply with the orders of both the minister as well as the city Nazim.


To another question whether Rauf Akhtar Farooqi, exñChief Controller, KBCA, had been removed on charges of corruption he said: “Not to my knowledge”.


Farooqi has been replaced with Qadir amidst a highly controversial situation that has spawned into a virtual conflict between Kamal and Durrani.


The city Nazim has already declared that head of the KBCA would be an EDO, while the minister maintains that the KBCA chief would remain a ‘controller.’ 


A similar situation has unfolded in the KWSB, as the KWSB chief is now, according to the city Nazim, not a ‘Managing Director,’ (MD) but an ‘EDO.’ However, according to the local body minister, the post is still ‘MD, KWSB.’ 

The conflict, though seemingly a matter of semantics, has legal and procedural repercussions. Durrani still maintains that he is chairman of KWSB and KBCA.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 28/04/2008)

Infant dies in water tank collapse
KARACHI, April 28: A 15-day-old baby girl was killed and three others, including her mother, were injured on Monday when the roof of an underground water tank at a private clinic caved in, in Machhar Colony, off Mauripur Road, witnesses and police said.


Twenty-five-year-old Saima, wife of Liaquat Ali, had come along with her 15-day-old daughter, Saira, to Al-Hamra Clinic near Khushhal Chowk, Mohammedi Colony, for the vaccination of the newborn.


Residents said that over two dozen women, mostly with their newborns, were present in the vaccination clinic when at around 11am the top of the underground water tank caved in.

They said the area people rushed to the spot and rescued two women and their babies.


Liaquat Ali, a Pashtu-speaking factory worker from Quetta, told Dawn that his wife, who was also injured in the tank roof collapse, was still in a state of shock as “God had blessed them with a baby girl after the birth of three sons”.

“It will be too premature to fix the responsibility of the incident on any one,” the shattered father said, adding that none could avert the decree of fate. He said his wife, who had sustained injuries to her left hand and face, had visited the clinic for the first time for the baby’s vaccination. “She had also taken with her our three sons, who were playing outside the clinic at the time of the incident,” he said.


Tariq Nawab, an ANP activist in the area, said he was standing close to the clinic when he heard a bang and women crying for help. “I along with some bystanders dashed into the clinic where I saw two women stuck in rubble and we retrieved the two women and their babies,” he added.

He said an infant had already died when she was taken out from the half-filled water tank, measuring six by seven feet. “The water level in the about six-foot-deep tank rose after the broken pieces of concrete fell into it,” he added.

The dead and the injured were shifted to the Civil Hospital, where Saira was pronounced dead.


The medico-legal officer, Dr Mubarak Ali Pathan, told Dawn that Alia, 20, wife of Fazal Hussain, broke her right leg in the incident and her 15-day-old daughter, Aisha, received injuries to her head.

He said both the injured mother and child were discharged from the hospital after treatment.


Fazal Hussain, a worker at a tyre-mending shop, told Dawn that he had been married to Alia for the past six years and Aisha was their first girlchild born 14 days ago.

He said that he along with his wife and daughter reached the clinic minutes before the water tank roof caved in. “I was standing outside the clinic when I heard women screaming, and I ran into the clinic to join others in the rescue work,” he added. He said he found his wife struggling in the waist-deep water. “My daughter had almost drowned, but luckily we managed to retrieve her immediately,” he added. “I am really thankful to God that he saved my wife and daughter,” he said, adding that he was very much concerned for the wellbeing of his wife.

He said chaos prevailed following the tank roof collapse as the terrified women called for help. “It was like a doom’s day situation, as every woman was concerned about the safety of her baby,” he added.


Adnan Ali, owner of the clinic, told Dawn that he had given a portion of the clinic to the official vaccinator, who visited the clinic on Mondays. He said the roof of the water tank was of concrete.


Young man dies in wall collapse

A 20-year-old man was killed and his 50-year-old father was injured when a wall collapsed on them in Site, police said.

The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where the dead man was identified as Ashraf and his injured father as Sultan.

Police said the victims were labourers and they were sitting beside the wall of a workshop when it collapsed.

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 29/04/2008)

SHC issues notices to govt over contaminated water
KARACHI, April 29: The Sindh High Court issued notices to the federal, provincial and city governments in a writ petition seeking ban on supply of contaminated water by any means.

Citing a recent World Health Organisation (WHO) study, petitioner-lawyer Islam Hussain said that every third Pakistani drank unsafe water. Impure and polluted water, highly injurious to health, was supplied by ‘the tanker mafia’, according to the petitioner, who said the water supplied through pipes was also impure as sewerage and water supply lines ran side by side and leakage might contaminate drinking water. Even the so-called mineral water was not pure, he said.


According to the WHO study, the petitioner said, 85 per cent of the groundwater samples tested in 14 districts of Punjab was found unfit for human consumption. Seventy-five per cent of Islamabad’s and 87 per cent of Rawalpindi’s water supply was found unsafe. Fifteen out of 48 bottles of branded water were also unfit. Thirty-six per cent of the population in Sindh and Punjab was exposed to high arsenic levels. Ninety-nine per cent of industrial affluent and 92 per cent of the urban wastewater was discharged untreated into the rivers and the sea.

About 250,000 child deaths occur each year due to water-borne diseases. Chemical contaminants are found in drinking water in almost all the major cities, including Karachi, Lahore, Hyderabad, Peshawar, Quetta, Multan and Islamabad. Among the ailments caused are gastroenteritis, typhoid, hepatitis, cancer and dysentery.


Naming the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) as a respondent, the petitioner requested the court to assist it and submit a report on the health hazards posed by contaminated water and recommend measures to overcome them. A division bench consisting of Chief Justice Mohammad Afzal Soomro and Justice Abdul Rehman Farooq Pirzada also issued a notice to the PMA.


Inmate’s check-up ordered

The bench also directed the superintendent of the Central Prison to arrange for a medical check-up of a prisoner Abrar and explain on May 6 why a September 2007 court order for a medical check-up and treatment was not complied with.


Petitioner Abdul Rasheed submitted through Advocate Ghulam Qadir Jatoi that his son, Abrar, was tortured in custody by the Station House Officer of the Gulistan-i-Jauhar police station, Manzoor Wattoo, and Inspector Haq Nawaz of the same police station when he failed to meet their demand for a payment of Rs500,000 for his release.

The court ordered on September 21, 2007, that Abrar be medically examined to ascertain whether he was tortured. The order still awaited compliance. Meanwhile, Abrar had been subjected to more violence, the petitioner alleged.


Notices issued

Contempt notices were issued to the chief controller of buildings and a deputy controller for demolishing a common wall separating eight apartments in Clifton Condominium, Block 2, Clifton. Advocates Gohar Iqbal and Mohammad Nawaz Shaikh submitted on behalf of their clients that the court had ordered demolition of an illegal construction in the housing complex. However, the commissioner appointed by the court reported after inspection that there was no violation. However, in ostensible compliance with the court order, the KBCA staff razed a wall separating eight apartments in the complex. Issuing notices, the court also restrained the KBCA from carrying out any further demolition.


Notices were issued to the education department in a petition moved by three successful candidates for teachers’ posts. Ejaz Ahmed, Abdul Samad, and Rashid Isra, submitted through Advocate Noor Naz Agha that they were selected as high school and junior schoolteachers after a written test held in 2004. However, instead of issuing their appointment letters, the education department advertised the vacancies again in 2007. They requested the court to direct the department to issue their appointment letters and cancel fresh recruitment.

(Dawn-19, 30/04/2008)

MAY

5,700 KWSB employees getting interview calls after being hired


KARACHI: About 5,700 Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) employees are being issued interview call letters to legalize their employment as the government has warned that any official found illegally appointed will be terminated, Daily Times learnt Thursday.


Sources in the KWSB said that the department issued an advertisement in newspapers in December seeking to appoint more officials in the department, as the ban on new appointments since 1997 created a serious dearth of staff. In the period from 1997 to 2007, hundreds of KWSB employees from different sections spread all over the city either retired or passed away. 


To meet staffing needs, the city government decided to induct fresh faces into the department. In this regard, the KWSB received directives to depute the 5,700 newly inducted officials at the town level, at grades 1 to 17. Distributing this massive number of new officials among the towns serves to reduce confusion among the general public. 


Sources claimed that the KWSB officials concerned did not fulfill the legal necessities of issuing call letters for interviews, getting proper medical checkups, taking written tests and completing documentation.

In the recent scuffle for control of the KWSB and the KBCA between the Sindh government and the city government, some provincial ministers have raised the question of appointments and the government has ordered the KWSB make these appointments legal. Any officials found illegally appointed will be terminated.

In the last two days, officials in the KWSB head office on Shahra-e-Faisal have been burning midnight oil to prepare the interview call letters. Sources alleged that officials have approached Pakistan Post officials to ensure that these letters are backdated, achieving this with handsome bribes.


On the other hand, KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif mentioned that he had not been involved in these appointments. 


The city council’s Awam Dost Group Leader Saeed Ghani said that the group had long raised this issue in the council, but their words fell on deaf ears. Now the officials are doing whatever they can to ensure their supporters enjoy their perks while not being obligated to perform their duties, he added.

“The entire process of inducting new staff in the KWSB was totally illegal, since they would first have had to seek city council approval, but they only did so after completing the entire process. They appointed new officials before inviting applications and did not take any surveys to determine staffing needs in various sections of the department,” alleged Ghani.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 02/05/2008)

Promotions at KWSB: MD allegedly taking bribe

The Pakistan Labour Union (PLU) General Secretary Mohsin Raza has alleged that the Managing Director (MD), Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB), Ghulam Arif, was taking bribes to promote the employees to higher grade.


In a press release issued on Sunday, Raza alleged that the secretary local body system had released a letter and set up a “Departmental Promotion Committee” to decide the due promotions of the staff.


He alleged that the MD Karachi Water and Sewerage Board manipulated the letter and promoted officers of engineering department from grade 17 to 18 as executive engineers and again within 45 days, promoted them to grade 19 as superintend engineers. He alleged that the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board MD showed ‘false sessions’ of the committee from 2005 to 2008 on record.


He alleged that on the one hand the deserving employees were still waiting for their promotions while on the other, the contractual staff were being promoted out-of-turn. 

“All the engineers and officers were bound to attend two months training course at the National Institute of Public Administration but none of them got the requisite training,” he alleged and added that they all were availing all the parks without the government’s approval. 


The PLU General Secretary Mohsin Raza demanded that pay increment of those staff, whose jobs were restored following the court’s order, be sanctioned.

(The News-14, 05/05/2008)

No running water supply in Bilawal House since 2002

Bilawal House, the residence of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari, has been without water even while the Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani was issuing orders on Wednesday to the management of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to provide water to different localities in the city.


The spokesman for the Bilawal House said, meanwhile, that the water supply of the residence of late Benazir Bhutto was disconnected in 2002 and the water supply was diverted to the hospital owned the former Pakistan Muslim League — Quaid (PML-Q) provincial minister, Dr Saeeda Malik. The hospital is situated in the same locality in Clifton. The spokesman said that water for Bilawal House was being purchased through tankers and huge amounts were being spent for this utility.


Ironically enough, during the open kutchery held Wednesday outside the Bilawal House, the LG minister issued orders directly to authorities concerned for providing water and resolving other problems of the people.

(The News-14, 08/05/2008)

Severe shortage of water afflicts residents

The residents of various blocks of Gulistan-e-Jauhar have complained about water scarcity in their respective areas. alleging that they have been facing a shortage of clean drinking water for the last couple of weeks now.

The town people say that they are already miserable due to the unannounced and prolonged power cuts, and now the recent water issue has only exacerbated their woes. According to them, they had been receiving water on an alternate basis, but, for the past week or so, the duration of water shortage has extended to four to five days. Even then, the water pressure is insufficient to fill up the water tanks.


The demand for clean drinking water always increases in summer season. However, unfortunately, the poor distribution system of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has failed to fulfil our requirements, said Muhammad Waseem, resident of Block-7, Gulistan-e-Jauhar.


Hussain, a resident of Block-8, said that they have been hiring water tankers for their daily needs. He said that this expense has been putting extra burden on their shoestring budgets. “I do not know for how long we can continue this, though one thing is for sure that purchasing water through tankers is not safe for health but on the other hand, we do not have any choice,” he added. 


Ali, a resident of Iqra Complex, Block-17, added that they have not received water for the past five days and before that, the KWSB was supplying water on an alternate basis. The quantity of water supplied to the apartment was not sufficient for consumption and they had to hire water tankers on daily basis to meet their requirements. 

“We have a number of apartments in the complex and on average; five people are living in each. The main water pipeline for the whole complex is not sufficient enough to quench the demand of the residents.” 


Another resident of Block-17 said that they had received water after four days of interval and that too was available for 45 minutes only. The residents of Block-13 told The News that water pressure in their area was too low and they were using suction pumps to fill up their underground water tanks.


Mohammad Arif, Chief Engineer, KWSB Zone II-B, said that the locality within Gulistan-e-Jauhar has a large number of apartments and the population of the area is increasing day by day while the quota of water supply to the area remains unchanged, which is one of the basic reason of people’s complaints.


Arif added that Gulistan-e-Jauhar received six to seven Million Gallon Water per Day (MGD) and three to four MGD water is allocated for Scheme 33. He further said that the water reservoir situated near University of Karachi is the only source for both areas and the KWSB supply water to them on alternate basis to fulfil their demands.

Furthermore, the same source of water is being used to supply water to Gulberg Town, Nazimabad No 4, and some areas of North Nazimabad. “Almost 99 per cent residents of Gulistan-e-Jauhar are getting water through the KWSB and some apartments have been given the bulk connections to distribute water in the flats, but if they fail in distributing the water properly, the KWSB is not responsible for that,” Arif said.


“Most of the areas of Gulistan-e–Jauhar are located relatively above the ground level and when the water is pumped to those areas, the pressure decreases due to the gravity factor,” he added.


However, Arif said, if the people were facing any kind of water related problems, they should visit him or call his office to register complaints. He asked the people to also complain about water theft in their respective areas and report if the water pipelines are broken or leaking so that the problem can be resolved before it gets worst.

(By M. Zeeshan Azmat , The News-19, 08/05/2008)

Protest held Against water shortage
KARACHI, May 9: Residents of Liaquatabad staged a violent demonstration near Teen Hatti on Friday in protest against the suspension of water supply to their households. They lit a bonfire and attacked passing vehicles with stones on S. M. Taufiq Road causing disruption in the flow of vehicular traffic for about two hours.
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Policemen try to clear the road
strewn with stones left by
demonstrators protesting against
water shortage near the Teen Hatti
bridge on Friday.—Online





The protesters raised slogans against the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board and demanded immediate restoration of the water supply to their localities.


A heavy contingent of police rushed to the scene to bring the situation under control.


The protesters told police officials that they had been facing a shortage of water for a couple of weeks but the KWSB was not responding to their request to rectify the problem.


Meanwhile, the KWSB chief engineer concerned, Mohammad Arif, told Dawn that water supply to some localities around Teen Hatti was affected by the damage to a four-inch-diameter pipe. He maintained that the conduit was damaged during the ongoing excavation for the laying a 48-inch-diameter sewage line in the area.

He claimed that the damaged pipe had since been repaired and normal water supply to the affected localities was restored.


In Korangi, residents of different sectors staged a demonstration in front of the KWSB managing director’s office against the persisting water shortage in their localities for about a month.

The protesters, including women and children, chanted slogans against the KWSB for its indifferent attitude.

Complaints of water shortage were also made by residents of Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s Block 14 and Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s Block 2 and 10.


Refinery badly hit

Officials of the National Oil Refinery (NRL) have warned the KWSB that several of its units will have to be shut down shortly unless the sanctioned quota of water was restored without any further delay. In a letter to the KWSB managing director, the NRL officials said that the refinery had been experiencing acute water shortage since long.

(Dawn-17, 10/05/2008)

Sindh minister reaffirms control over KWSB
KARACHI, May 9: The Sindh minister for local government, Agha Siraj Durrani, has said that the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) is no longer a part of the city government and it will continue functioning as an independent body.

He was talking to newsmen after attending a briefing on the affairs of the authority at the KBCA office here on Friday. The minister, however, appreciated the performance of the authority during the last one year as the KBCA generated revenues amounting to Rs800 million during the current financial year.


The minister also assured the KBCA to of all-out support on behalf of the government.

He also lauded the authority for minimising the problems of the people, planning to construct their houses, by approving their plans without any waste of time. In reply to a question, he said that permission would not be granted to anyone for the regularisation of those buildings which had been constructed in violation of the specified rules and regulations. “There will be a complete ban on the regularisation of such structures and all illegally-constructed buildings will be demolished,” he added.

Mr Durrani said that he would conduct inquiries against all the corrupt KBCA officials.

The minister said that he would take all-out measures to enforce uniform bylaws for the construction of buildings in all areas of the metropolis including those being controlled by various cantonment boards.


Earlier, he was briefed on the working of the KBCA by the chief controller of buildings, Manzoor Qadir, who informed him that the KBCA generated Rs1 billion each year and gave it to the city government, which subsequently utilised the amount for the beautification of the city.


Mr Qadir informed the minister that vacant posts in the KBCA would be filled purely on the basis of merit.

He said that the KBCA was providing a one-window facility and plans for houses up to 190 square yards were approved within 24 hours.

The minister said that the KBCA had set an example for other government departments by recovering dues of Rs800 million during the current financial year.

He categorically said that the KBCA was a part of the Sindh government. He directed the chief controller to ensure compulsory space for parking, availability of fire fighting equipment and emergency exits in all multi-storey buildings.


The minister also directed the chief controller to improve the working of the authority’s complaint centre and a weekly report regarding people’s complaints should be submitted to his office. The minister urged all the KBCA employees to further improve their performance and assured them that promotions would be granted on the basis of their performance.


Mr Durrani said that the chief minister’s approval would be obtained for getting allocation of land for the KBCA’s approved housing society.

(Dawn-19, 10/05/2008)

Rangers hand over hydrants to KWSB

The Rangers have finally handed water hydrants over to the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) after years of wrangling between the City Government and Rangers.

Sources said that on Saturday (today) in a ceremony the Rangers would hand over control of nine major hydrants to the KWSB. In this regard the Sindh Rangers had given the necessary training to the staff of the KWSB to handle the gigantic task of distribution of water to the city at large.


It is pertinent to mention that the Rangers were given the task of distribution of water way back in April 1999 owing to the “mismanagement” of the Karachi Water Board, which resulted in severe shortage of water in the city. 

Certain circles are of the opinion that with the change of the guard, the distribution of water may lead to dispute in the city.

(The News-13, 10/05/2008)

KWSB takes over tanker service after nine years

KARACHI, May 10: The Rangers formally handed over the tanker water supply system to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) at a ceremony held here on Saturday at the Rangers’ Headquarters.


A list of consumers receiving free-of-cost water supply through the daily tanker service was also provided to the managing director of the KWSB, Ghulam Arif Khan.


Speaking at the press conference held on the occasion, the deputy director-general, Rangers, Brig Latif, recalled that in April 1999, when the Hub reservoir had dried up, the government of Sindh entrusted the Rangers with the responsibility of running the water tankers service so as to ensure supply of water to various areas of Karachi, particularly Baldia, Orangi, Surjani, Lyari, Keamari and Site towns. He said that the Sindh government had been spending huge amounts on the payments to contractors for free-of-cost water distribution.


Brig Latif said that the Rangers were tasked to make the scheme self-generating/ financing. Accordingly, a system was devised to generate funds and to make it a viable project through streamlining the procedures, he added.

He said that the Rangers had successfully performed this important national task for over nine year during which it strived to supply 15mgd (2.3 per cent of the total requirement) of water from the nine hydrants under its control through contractors on a daily basis.


The official said that after taking over the tanker service, the Rangers ensured around 800 free trips to various katchi abadis daily. He said that currently around 3,000 gratis trips were supplied on a daily basis in the areas of Baldia, Lyari, Orangi, SITE, Surjani, North Karachi towns, Shirin Jinnah Colony, Manzoor Colony, Malir City, Saudabad, Model Colony Korangi, Landhi, Quaidabad, Muzzafarabad Colony, Sikanderabad, Kharadar, Mithadar, PIB Colony, Khudadad Colony, Lines Area, Soldier Bazaar, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Gulzar-i-Hijri.


He informed the newsmen that the Rangers had spent around Rs30 million to upgrade the installations at different hydrants. “Now the water crisis in Karachi has been considerably controlled and authorities have decided to transfer the responsibilities of water tanker service back to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board,” he said.

He thanked the Karachiites and the KWSB for extending their support to the Rangers during the entire period.

The official requested the citizens of Karachi to cooperate with the KWSB regarding their applications for water supply and complaints.


Replying to a question, the chief of the KWSB said that the water board had received the list of the customers of the water tanker service and it would continue to maintain the system. He said that the requirement of water in deficit areas would be gradually assessed with the cooperation of the relevant town nazims.

The KWSB official pointed out that the Sindh High Court had ordered to put an end to “VIP culture” and to supply tap water to each and every household. He said that prior to the handing over of the system to the Rangers, the KWSB had been paying between Rs30 million and Rs40 million to contractors.


Responding to a query, he said that some city areas were facing a water shortage because of interruption in water supply due to load-shedding. He said that the KWSB had started installation of its own generators for an uninterrupted power supply to its pumping stations. He said this year about a dozen generators had been installed, while 13 more would be installed in the next financial year.


Project Director Misbahuddin was also present.

(Dawn-18, 11/05/2008)

KWSB to strengthen supply network and crack down on illegal water connections


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has begun tackling the 30 percent water loss it suffers due to leaks and theft, especially in the suburbs, learnt Daily Times. 

This loss, half of which is due to illegal connections, means a loss of revenue, said KWSB MD Ghulam Arif. Residential users, commercial users and illegal hydrants are all responsible for the loss. The problem also lies with the inadequate distribution system. 


Part of the plan is to repair the decades-old pipelines and install water meters at different points to monitor the flow and determine the loss in certain parts of the city’s suburban areas. “The cemented pipelines throughout the city are more than 30 years old,” stated Iftikhar Ahmed, responsible for bulk supplies. They have weakened over time, making it easy to steel from. 


Officials claim it is impossible to get illegal connections from the bulk lines passing through the conduits to the Dhabeji Pumping Station and other pumping stations, but the reality is that the 66-, 48-, 36-, 33- and 24-inch diameter lines have been an easy target. “Unfortunately, there are no statistics available on illegal connections but if meters were installed at different pumping stations, it should be easy to tell from where huge quantities of water are being stolen,” added the official. 


According to various sources, the main lines passing through North Karachi, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Gadap, New Karachi, Malir and Landhi have become an easy target for illegal connections. One Landhi Town UC nazim, on the condition of anonymity, told Daily Times that the KWSB officials are behind the provision of illegal connections, not only to residential areas but also to the industrial units. 

“A number of katchi abadis have sprout-up during the last two decades over the main lines, especially in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Landhi, North Karachi and Malir Towns. They are being supplied with water through illegal connections, by the low-cadre staff of the KWSB, as the main lines are hardly three to five feet below the surface,” said the official. 


Landhi Town UC-1 Nazim Haji Alamzaib claimed that the 48-inch diameter Old Pipri pipeline, passing through his area to Sherin Jinnah Colony, was tampered by some KWSB ‘ghost employees’ to provide dozens of illegal connections to various small industrial units, as well as other establishments. 

“It is not on record how dozens of new small industries, as well as block makers, are provided with water. We have discovered that some of the lower KWSB staff provided illegal connections to them and are minting money,” he alleged.


Similarly, a Gadap Town UC nazim claimed that over 100 farms located in different parts of the township have obtained illegal connections by bribing the KWSB town-level officials, but no one is ready to take action against either the farmers or the officials. 


A KWSB senior official said that the present city government has almost installed water pipelines throughout Karachi but, people have yet to kick the habit of obtaining illegal connections. 

“After the completion of new water pipelines in F.B. Area - Industrial Area, the KWSB set up a camp to provide legal connections, but, for the 15 days the camp was set up, less than a dozen industrialists out of the 300 units approached them to obtain legal connections,” he said.


It is important to note that 55 percent of Karachi is covered by slums, where people in the past used their political influence for obtaining illegal water connections to strengthen the vote bank of their political group. 


In different parts of the city, UC nazims are also providing their area residents the service of newly installed water pipelines, without adhering to legal procedures. 

“The city government installed a new pipeline in Gulistan-e-Johar and people residing in different apartments along Johar Road, from Johar Morr to Johar Chowrangi, were to pay Rs 2,000 per apartment to obtain a water connection,” said Rahimullah, a resident of Iqra Complex. 


KWSB Revenue Department official Mohsin Ahmed told Daily Times that the government has simplified the procedure of obtaining a legal connection, but the ratio of people opting for legal connections is very low. 

The official said that it is impossible to cut off all the illegal connections all over the city. The KWSB has, instead, opted to motivate consumers to pay their water bills.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 12/05/2008)

Work on reservoir initiated, residents uncertain about its fate

The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has initiated the reconstruction of the much-delayed Mubarak village water reservoir. However, the area residents have expressed their disappointment over the slow pace of work and predicted that it may not be completed before the monsoon season. 

The reservoir built twice deteriorated during the floods due to technical faults have made the residents of Mubarak village and the near-by villages suffer. Back in 2003, the monsoon rains destroyed the dam while it was being made for the first time. The second time in 2006, it was ready along with the overhead tank to store rainwater for 20,000 beneficiaries of the 12 neighbouring villages. However, the dam developed leakages and the project was destroyed again.


The CDGK had redesigned the Rs4.6 million World Bank-funded project of Mubarak village reservoir last year in May 2007; however, they failed to reach the target of storing the rainy water and left the project in doldrums for a long time. The two-kilometre-long dam has a capacity of storing 25 feet of water, which is believed to be sufficient for the beneficiaries for five years. However, the monsoon rains in July 2006 had damaged the dam’s wall and since then the reservoir had been unable to store water for the community. 


People belonging to Mubarak Village, Sunahri, Moosa Goth, Khamisa Goth, Manjar Goth, Haji Darya Khan Goth and other fishermen localities are quite emotional about the wastage of water for the third monsoon season, as they are hoping to receive water through the newly-built reservoir. Area activists accuse the CDGK designers for not evaluating the dam site properly. They allege that the junior contractors and technicians overlooked the faults during their work at the site. Moreover, the pumping station and water pipeline linked to the water reservoir worth Rs2.4 million was damaged due to the delay in receiving water. There was only a single wall that the CDGK built from its slope on a natural rainy waterway from the mountainside, which burst during the rains. The wall developed a leak from the mountain side and the water streamed out leading towards the sea. 


There are 104 villages in the Union Council (UC) Gabopat, Keamari Town and none of them have direct water connections and are dependent on the UC water tankers. However, there are old water ponds in the areas to store rainwater, which are usually used by people and animals to quench their thirst while the women wash their clothes in them. All wells existing there have dried up due to the lack of rain but the elder people still believe that more rains can refill these wells with soft water (meetha pani). 


Meanwhile, the local activists allege that the area elders, being traditional experts of building certain small reservoirs in the neighbourhood on self help basis, raised objections over the design of the CDGK engineers and advised them that the walls from the mountain sides can be weakened and might get washed away by flood water. Yet, the concerned engineers and project designers did not pay attention to their suggestions, which has resulted in the failure of the project. 

Moreover, the activists question as why the authorities have not initiated an inquiry against the engineers and designers for wasting so much money on the failed project. They still believe that the concerned engineer visits the project site occasionally and the non-technical staff is monitoring the entire work, being performed by inadequate amount of manpower which may cause further delays.


Gabopat UC Nazim, Mubarak Sanghu, who actually made efforts to approve the project, told The News that this time the CDGK has allocated six million rupees for the repair of the project. He expressed hope that the project will be completed before the monsoons and the residents will receive water through the dam.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-20, 13/05/2008)

Ground water in Karachi severely polluted

Ground water in Karachi used by the people who are unable to get potable water through pipelines is adulterated with iron, lead, chromium and copper and may cause gastroenteritis, cholera and other water-borne diseases, said Dr Arif Zubair, Chairman, Department of Environmental Sciences at Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science & Technology (FUUAST). 


While talking to The News, Zubair said that his department’s research on ‘ground water pollution resulting from storm water infiltration’ had unearthed the bleak facts about water contamination and its use by the people. The storm water infiltration project has been launched by the department for PhD research and they have dug monitoring wells in Lyari and Malir riverbeds at Shershah, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, SITE and Shah Faisal Colony. The water samples taken from these places showed the traces of metals such as ferrous (iron), lead, chromium and copper. However, Zubair said, “The good news about the finding is that the water does not contain arsenic, which is very harmful if continuously ingested through contaminated water. Arsenic poisoning kills allosteric inhibition (alteration of the activity of enzyme) of essential metabolic enzymes, leading to death from multi-system organ failure. It particularly affects the brain, causing neurological disturbances and death”, Zubair explained.


Moreover, he pointed out that it is also something of a divine help that the silty sand mostly filters the trace metals and most of the land around Karachi is silty. “People have to dig their own wells because running water is not supplied to them. Sometimes they (the people) are happy that the water in their well is sweet (Mitha Paani) and not the unpalatable water (Khaara Paani). They are not aware that the water is contaminated with human and animal excrement. It is sweet because it has the nitrogenous matters”, he added. It is a horrifying revelation indeed!


Zubair is travelling to Spain to read his paper on ‘Effect on Water Quality of Selected Infiltration media for Use in Storm Water run off in Karachi’ and have exchange of knowledge and expertise on the subject that could benefit the people of the two countries.

(By Perwez Abdullah, The News-20, 13/05/2008)

Lyari residents protest against water shortage

The residents of Karo Lane, Lyari Town, staged a protest demonstration against the city government outside the Karachi Press Club on Tuesday, as they had been without water since last one week.

The residents were shouting slogans against the government saying that despite an additional supply of 6 million gallons of water announced by the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, Karo Lane had been facing water scarcity. 

The residents demanded of the provincial minister for local government who also heads Water Board, Agha Siraj Durrani, to personally take notice of the serious situation. They also informed the elected MPAs and MNA of the area that residents of Karo lane were without water for last several days, which had inflamed the situation, and people would come out on the streets, which may precipitate a law and order situation.


They have also started a signature drive of the affected citizens which will be sent to the provincial Minister, city Nazim, Chief Secretary, Sindh, and the Town Nazim further saying that contaminated and mixing of water has given birth to epidemics in the area. This happens due to the gross negligence of the concerned engineers of the KWSB, they said.

They asked the concerned authorities to take drastic steps for the supply of potable water to the area residents or they would come out on the streets in protest and the responsibility would lie squarely upon the shoulders of the authorities, they warned.


The City Nazim, they said, had increased the quota up to 20 million gallons daily (mgd), yet the water shortage problem in this area persisted as certain elements had created hurdles. Lyari has been suffering from scarcity of water for long. 

Therefore, the City Government allotted the maximum quota from the K-III project. Before this Lyari was supplied water through three different lines and still there were complaints about non-supply of water in some areas. In a signature drive campaign, they said that conspiracies were hatched by certain elements to halt the process of development.

(By Shamim Bano, The News-14, 14/05/2008)

KWSB begins operating water hydrants

KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has taken over the responsibility of supplying water through tankers and deploying its staff at water hydrants which were handed back to it by the Pakistan Rangers (Sindh), on May 9.


No new applications, except for those in dire need, are being entertained for the hire of tankers to supply water. The board is preparing new recommendations to improve the service. You can contact them at: 


Muslimabad Hydrant: 9232093, 230223, 9232075-6 (Qurban Magsi: 0300-2427664 and Nadim Hadi: 0333-2138721).

Jamia Millia Hydrant: 9248946 (Nadir Zaidi: 0301-2483010). 

Jumma Goth Hydrant: 4405719 (Tariq: 0322-7546566).

Shah Faisal Hydrant: 9248945 (Sadiq Hussain: 0322-2657028). 

NEK Hydrant: 4430325, 4430274 (Ejaz: 0345-2115772). 

Sakhi Hassan: 6947795, 9249261, 6972212 (Sanaullah: 0300-9246354).

Cattle Colony Hydrant: Saeed Ahmed Hekro’s 0332-3181485. 

F B Area Hydrant: 9246205, 9246407 (Arif Sattar: 0300-9212105).


More water hydrants in eight towns have also been reactivated. If you wish to hire a water tanker, please contact the Superintending Engineers:


The mobile phone numbers of SEs are: 

Zaheer Abbas: 0300-3156584 (Gulshan-e-Iqbal town)

Wasiq Hashmi: 0320-5014786 (Gadap town),

Salim Siddiqui: 0321-6989090 (New Karachi town), 

Jamil Akhtar: 0300-3655662 (Korangi town), 

Ghulam Qadir Abbas: 0333-3092418 (Saddar town), 

Shahid Ali: 0334-3783061 (Keamari town), 

Munir Bhatti: 0321-2492460 (Lyari town) 

Masood Kazmi: 0300-2120409 (Jamshed town).

(DailyTimes-B1, 18/05/2008)

Water conservation: case for change of lifestyle
KARACHI: Every morning when Sohail Maqbool Malik turns on the overhead shower, he can’t help marvelling at the travails that the first tiny drops coming from his shower must have gone through to make it to his home.

“I see that every drop that hits my face has a connection with the glaciers in the Himalayas which travels from the mountain, along the plains and into the Indus, fights sea-intrusion and survives….all these issues gush through my mind,” he says in a documentary film on conservation of water titled ‘Time is running out’.


But then Sohail is the country representative of the IUCN -- The World Conservation Union -- in Pakistan and can’t help worrying about the precious liquid – water. Long, hot showers are out for him!

“You have to have feel for the environment,” says Sohail “before you can change living habits.” And with glaciers no more an unlimited water storage resource, he feels individuals have to come forward and make a conscious effort.


Considering that Karachi is the seventh largest city in the world and home to over 15 million people (with the number all set to double by 2025), many water specialists are getting sleepless nights, including Simi Kamal.


Some call her scatter-brained and others a maniac, but for over two decades, Simi, a geographer and a water specialist, has been crying hoarse and fighting an uphill battle with friends and family, trying to convince them that unless they save water and make conservation part of their lifestyle, there won’t be much left for generations to come.


Highlighting the misuse of water by the urban elites, she says the present water crises are of their own making.

It is the unending demand and consumption of the urban population – who want to water their sprawling lawns, wash their cars every day, hose the paved areas, install rain showers and Jacuzzis and pressure pumps – making water scarce for the less fortunate. It is indeed a tragic reflection of how most of us treat the environment.

“It’s not like I’m telling them to alter their lifestyle drastically; all it takes is an attitude change. And if we don’t stop and take charge now, there just won’t be enough water for any of us, rich or poor.”


If Simi had her way, she’d banish the taps, the watering pipes and even the flush tanks from homes and bathe the old-fashioned way – from a pail and a mug.


And she has figures, meticulously calculated, to show how much water is literally allowed to go down the drain by all of us daily: using a full tank when flushing uses up 45 litres/per flush; water left running while brushing teeth 13 litres, shower kept running till hot water reaches shower head 35 litres (18 litres/minute), long showers 10 litres, water left running while washing dishes 50 litres, washing car with a hose – up to 180 litres!


And then there are leaky pipes that can cause up to 90 litres of water loss; leaking faucets (one drop/second) 25 litres and toilet leaks 60 litres.

“You can take a bath comfortably in half a bucket (5-10 litres) of water or for that matter clean the car using even less if you wipe it clean with a pail and wet cloth. Use a watering can instead of the pipe to water the garden, close the tap while brushing teeth, lathering or washing hands. Save the shower water while waiting for hot water or for it to get to the right temperature in a bucket…,” Simi goes on and has a hundred other tips on how to save water on her fingertips.


What she is advocating is already being practised by a majority of the less fortunate people in Karachi.


Take for example people like 37-year-old Nighat Monica, a housewife, living in Pahar Ganj, in North Nazimabad. The neighbourhood gets water just once a week and that too, for just two hours and can come anytime in the night. It means that once a week her husband has to sacrifice his sleep. “This is enough to fill our storage tank which has a capacity for 1,000 gallons.”


But Nighat has to really be frugal to be able to make it last for six days. “If our neighbours don’t take water from us, the five of us (she has three children) are just about able to make it last for six days and by the seventh we all get very anxious.” They use the same water for drinking purposes after boiling.


Monica saves water one whole week to be able to wash clothes the following week. “It means a huge pile of soiled clothes but there is no other way.”

The soapy water is re-used by washing bathrooms and mopping floors.

They even fill up the kitchen sink with detergent and water and put the used dishes there before rinsing them with clean water. “We can never think of washing dishes under tap water!”


According to her husband, Zahid Farooq, who has for as long as he can remember bathed in half a bucket of water, use less water. “We keep a bucket under a shower and while water is being mixed that clean water is saved.”


But now, after 20 years, Simi has realized that people sermonizing does not help. People don’t have the time to listen. So she talks to them about how this will help them save. “Talk to them about savings they can make, and hopefully they will buy your line.”


According to her calculations, if you make the little changes that she advocates, you can make do with a quarter of the water you use. So for all those who buy a 9,000-litre tanker for Rs1,000 every week (this excludes the bottled mineral water being bought for drinking), by judicious use, can make it last for three weeks, specially if Monica is making do with nine times less quantity.


And she practises all that she advocates, literally. Wasting water is the biggest sin anyone can commit, if you ask her.


Her modern kitchen has two plastic tubs in the sink, just like Monica’s, one filled with soapy water and the other clean water for rinsing the utensils. “When the washing machine is used, we don’t run the entire cycle but use the ‘wash only’ option. The soapy water is re-used to wash bathroom floors and terraces,” she adds. Again like Monica.


While Simi finds that bringing about a change of mindset is the biggest impediment, for Monica, it was something that was enforced due to her circumstances.

“Nowhere in the world does water come for free. Unfortunately, it’s cheap here so people consider nothing about wasting and then there are evaders who will willingly pay any amount to buy water but will cry fowl if it’s billed by the government-operated water supply system.”


She has also found like-minded people and formed a group –- the Karachi Water Partnership – that has actively begun campaigning for the conservation of water. On the one hand it has government officials, water experts, specialists, urban planners and economists as its members, on the other, it has ordinary citizens like Tofiq Pasha Mooraj, already observing conservation practices at home.


Instead of the latest cricket score and the wheeling dealing going on the political front, he may well start his conversation with: “Did you know you can set your flush tank on a setting so that it discharges less water?”

“But if you can’t do that, just place two plastic half-litre bottles of water in the flush tank and you will be saving 45 litres or more water,” he goes on.


Hosting a weekly gardening show on television, Mooraj makes sure he always ends on a ‘use water carefully’ note.


Till a year back Zohair Ashir, a management consultant, thought he was leading a fairly comfortable life in the metropolis. He never thought of water as an expensive commodity till he made a few calculations.


“I knew I had to change my lifestyle.” On his way back home, after meeting Simi, he bought five 45-litre plastic jerry cans and a few yards of rubber pipe. “I got down to connecting the pipes to the air-conditioners with the other end going into can.” He realized that for every air-conditioner that ran for a minimum of six hours he was able to collect almost 45 litres of water. “And we usually run three ACs at home! He even got the water tested and swears ‘it is far safer than tap water’!”

Now a true convert, he feels, “water must be given the same reverence as food, something that is not to be wasted.”


But when he tried to convince the dozen or so office owners to adopt the same water harvesting practices and use that water to clean the cars for which these same people were buying a water tanker daily, his suggestion simply “fell on deaf ears”. According to him, all that precious liquid from homes and offices can be collected and transported to squatters where there is an acute shortage of water.


In his house, the driver now cleans the cars with just half a bucket of water and a piece of cloth. “Although changing bad habits are difficult and we keep slipping back,” he keeps at it. “It’s a long haul and our work is still at an embryonic stage,” says Zohair, adding: “It’s no breaking story as changing attitudes does not happen overnight.”

(By Zofeen T. Ebrahim, Dawn-17, 20/05/2008)

Japanese delegation reviews KWSB water project

A seven-member delegation of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) reviewed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Master Plan for water supply.


The KWSB Master Plan envisages modernisation of water supply networks, said a statement issued Sunday by the Liaquatabad Town Municipal Administration. Under this project, the water supply system will be upgraded through the Distribution Network System (DNI), in three towns in the metropolis, including Liaquatabad.


In respect of expenses, the town will also be taken towards self-reliance and the new tariff system, whichever the KWSB introduces will also play a vital role in success of the project. The head of the Japanese delegation informed the town officials that it will be necessary to decide about the consumers unable to pay water bills due to their financial constraints, and suggestions regarding help to such consumers by the town or city administration in the payment of their bills can be considered.


He said the payment of water bill by every consumer had to be ensured because payment of the expenditure of new system with the town receipts was necessary to operate it. Speaking on the occasion, Town Nazim, Osama Qadri, said the standard and quantity of the water had to be ensured. He also briefed the JICA delegation about the town and also presented them with details about two years performance of the town administration.

(The News-14, 20/05/2008)

New MD for KWSB

The Sindh government has transferred Ghulam Arif, the most controversial managing director (MD) of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), and had replaced him with Muhammad Suleman Chandio.


Arif was reportedly a favourite of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal’s. On Tuesday, he was directed to report to the Sindh Local Government (LG) Department while KWSB Deputy MD Suleman Chandio was posted in his place.

Earlier the govt had terminated the services of the Malir Development Authority (MDA) MD, another favourite of the city nazim’s. The govt also transferred LG Secretary Aftab Memon, and posted Fazalur Rehman in his place. Memon was meanwhile, directed to report to the Services and General Administration (S&GD). Prior to his posting as the LG secretary, Rehman was working as the Anti-Corruption Establishment chairman.


The Sindh government also posted Mohsin Haqqani, a grade 20 officer (and the brother of Pakistani Ambassador to the USA, Hussain Haqqani), as the Industries and Commerce secretary. Iqbal Ahmed Zubedi was posted as the Provincial Coordination secretary, Iqbal Dewan as the Katchi Abadi Secretary, and Rashid Alam was posted as the Transport secretary.


Safdar Ali Afga, another grade 20 officer who had been awaiting posting for a long time, was posted as the Lyari Development Authority (LDA) project director. Population Welfare Additional Secretary Danish Saeed was posted as the SITE MD, replacing Abdul Rashid Solangi who has been asked to report to the S&GD.


Atta Hussain Sehto, a grade 20 officer, was posted as Education special secretary, and Ashfaq Hussain Umrani was posted as a member of the Sindh Services Tribunal. Khawaja Shafiq was posted as the Housing special secretary, and Abdul Razzaque Qureshi was posted as the Sindh Ombudsman director general.


In addition to this, Liaquat Arain, a grade 20 officer, was posted as an R&R member at the BoR; Kamran Dost was transferred from his post as a Provincial Election Authority member, and was posted as the Additional Secretary Home in place of Rashid Alam. Orangzeb Haq was posted as the chief economist at the Planning and Development department.

(The News-13, 21/05/2008)

Sindh govt replaces 12th KWSB MD


KARACHI: The Sindh government appointed Planning Deputy Managing Director Salman Chandio as the thirteenth Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Managing Director on Tuesday. He replaces Ghulam Arif Khan.


It was speculated that the current row between the City District Government of Karachi and the Sindh Local Government department will create problems for the water board and the Karachi Building Control Authority’s heads. Just 20 days earlier, newly appointed LG minister Agha Siraj Durrani removed the city nazim’s choice, Rauf Akhtar Farooqi, and appointed Manzoor Qadir as the KBCA Chief Controller on April 29.

A rift that developed on Monday between Agha Siraj Durrani and Mustafa Kamal over the administrative control of the KBCA and water board has been resolved. 

The development came after they met Governor Ishratul Ebad at Governor House. Soon after the meeting, major administrative reshuffling was made in local government departments including the KWSB, Malir Development Authority, Lyari Development Project. “Both [the CDGK and Sindh local government departments] will continue to work on the understanding made earlier,” said an official handout issued from Governor House downplaying the rift. 


According to the handout, the pace of ongoing development projects in the province, especially those underway in Karachi, and the performance of the local governments was reviewed in the meeting. The governor said that in principle, both parties were in agreement on all matters. He said that the government wants to provide facilities to the masses, and combined efforts should continue in this respect. Both the provincial and city governments, are working together for the development of the city.

The government also appointed Fazlur Rehman the Secretary of Local Government, Rizwan Ahmed the director of the Malir Development Authority (MDA) and Agha Safdar the director of the Lyari Development Authority (LDA). 

The other new postings include Rashid Alam as Secretary Transport, Mohsin Haqqani Secretary Industries and Commerce, Iqbal Zuberi Secretary Inter-Provincial Affairs, Iqbal Dewan Special Secretary Katchi Abadis, Atta Hussain Special Secretary Special Education, Kamran Dost Special Secretary Home Affairs, Liaquat Arain member Board of Revenue, Ashfaq Imrani member Sindh Services Tribunal, Karim Bux Sarohi director-general Culture, Danish Saeed MD SITE and Ali Mumtaz Leghari project director Hyderabad Development Authority.


The KWSB’s Ghulam Arif Khan was appointed MD last April after Brigadier Iftikhar Haider completed his three-year tenure.

(DailyTimes-B1, 21/05/2008)

Muslimabad hydrants closed down
KARACHI, May 23: After years of hue and cry by people, two hydrants in Muslimabad were finally closed down late Friday night in pursuance of a Sindh High Court order.

Tanker operation from the Muslimabad hydrant, established in 1950, and the Sydnum hydrant, located in the same residential area, will come to an end from Saturday, providing great relief to area residents as the frequent movement of 9,000 to 10,000 tankers drawing water from these two hydrants daily had made their life miserable.


Both the hydrants had become a permanent source of nuisance for the area residents. Neither the Rangers who controlled the water tanker service for nine long years nor the KWSB which owned the hydrants ever thought of providing relief to the residents of Muslimabad, Catholic Colony, Shikarpur Colony and Khudadad Colony by closing down the hydrants.


However, the KWSB had to close down both the hydrants – Muslimabad and Sydnum – only after it was ordered to do so by the High Court of Sindh while giving its verdict in a constitutional petition (No D-2116/2006) on April 24, 2008.

A couple of years back the KWSB had closed down all the private hydrants set up along the Lyari River bank, as the frequent movement of tankers drawing water from them had devastated a major portion of Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar Road (from Tin Hatti to Lasballa traffic intersections).


Muslimabad hydrants, however, continued to function in the residential locality.

The shuttling of thousands of water tankers to and from both the hydrants not only left Dadabhoy Nauroji Road, a portion of Shahrah-i-Quaideen and Kashmir Road in ruins, but also disturbed the peace and tranquility of the residential localities.


The KWSB chief coordinator for tanker service, Misbahuddin Fareed, told Dawn that control of all the hydrants, which the board had got back from Rangers on May 10, had been handed over to the town municipal administrations. He advised people who were earlier seeking water from Muslimabad hydrants that they may contact administration of their respective towns. He explained that Orangi Town residents may contact Sakhi Hassan hydrant, Baldia Town’s residents approach the newly set-up hydrant at Manghopir, Saddar residents may contact Clifton hydrant while Keamari residents can contact the hydrant in their town.


Defence residents, who were getting water from Muslimabad hydrants, have been asked to contact the DHA for supplying them water through tankers as the water board was not responsible to supply them water from its hydrants.

(Dawn-18, 24/05/2008)

Water tanker owners crib of lay offs


KARACHI: The Karachi Water Tankers Welfare Association has demanded the government restore the Muslimabad water supply hydrant as its closure means that water tanker owners have had to lay off drivers and the people of the area do not have cheap water for consumption.

The association’s Hazoor Ahmed told Daily Times that the closure of the hydrant has left approximately 800 drivers, cleaners and owners with no work. The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) was behind the closure of the hydrant, there are more than 200 illegal water hydrants in the city but the KWSB had never taken action against them, he alleged. 


The closure has taken water tanker charges from Rs 300 to Rs 2,000, they claimed. This has affected the residents of DHA, Mehmoodabad and Manzoor Colony where the water supply has been either cut off or is not available. The residents of Mehmoodabad and Manzoor Colony protested on Friday by blocking the expressway and continued the protest on Saturday by beating water tanker drivers, he added.

(DailyTimes-B1, 25/05/2008)

K-IV water project yet to take off
KARACHI, May 25: The fate of the much-needed K-IV project, which will supply the city with an additional 600 million gallons of water per day from the Indus source to meet its water needs beyond 2011, hangs in the balance partly owing to the Sindh government’s insistence that the KWSB seek a separate quota of water from the Indus and partly because of inordinate delay in completing the project’s study and PC-I.


Sources told Dawn that since the KWSB had already consumed its quota of 1,200 cusecs (600mgd) from the Indus source with the commissioning of the 100mgd K-III project in 2006, the federal government has been approached by the city government to seek the right of drawing additional 1,200 cusecs of water from the Indus for its 600mgd K-IV project, which is to be completed in four phases.


However, the federal government while refusing to allocate a separate quota of water for the city from the Indus had asked the KWSB to seek its required quota of water from the Sindh government’s share of the river.

The sources said that the previous Sindh government had flatly refused to allocate a quota of water required for the K-IV project from its share of water from the Indus on the plea that the provincial government’s quota from the Indus source was already insufficient for meeting its own drinking and agricultural needs, the present government has not yet been approached in this regard owing to the bickering raging between the Sindh and city governments over control of the KWSB and the KBCA..


Elaborating, the sources said that the vital K-IV project would remain in the doldrums until the city got the right to draw the additional 1,200 cusecs of water from the Indus as the city’s quota of 1,200 cusecs of water from the Indus source, which was allocated during the era of the late Gen Zia-ul-Haq, had already been consumed with the commissioning of the 100mgd K-III project.


The sources, however, hoped that the federal government would accept the city government’s request for additional water once the provincial government agreed to allow the KWSB to draw the additional 600mgd of water from the Indus source from its share.


The sources said the provincial government would be convinced that since the project would be completed in four different phases, the KWSB would initially draw only 130mgd of water in 2011 when the first phase of the project might be completed while the remaining quota of water would be drawn from the Indus source in the next nine years as the three other phases, each to take three years, would be completed by 2020. As a result of it, the city’s water supply position would jump from the present 720mgd to 1,260mgd .


Expressing their concern over the inordinate delay being caused in completing the K-IV project study and its PC-I, insiders attributed it to a lack of concentration on the part of the KWSB chief engineer (project) because of his frequent visits abroad during the last two years. Had the project’s study been completed earlier, it would have been sent to the federal government much earlier for getting it approved by Ecnec, they said.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 26/05/2008)

Piped water still an unfulfilled dream
KARACHI: For the uninitiated, it is almost surreal: men and boys, stepping out of their homes into the unpaved and narrow alleys of Nursery Town, in Korangi 2-1/2, as the clock strikes three in the night, armed with rolls of colourful plastic tubing.


Dropping the pipes to their fixed post, they retrace to fetch the next batch of equipment — suction pumps on their shoulders or rolled on trolley and yards of electric wire. This is all the equipment that is needed for their nightly jaunt. There is a sprinkling of women also where the household has no men.

The small slum of Nursery Town in Korangi and adjoining two Francis Town and Joseph Gill Town, small squatter settlements within the Korangi Industrial and Trading Estates, has yet to see piped water coming into the homes. The estimated 325 families are those evicted from Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Nursery and PECHS since the early eighties.


For over 15 years, the only way they have been able to access water for their daily needs is by illegally tapping it from the mains.


Over 60 per cent of Karachi’s population lives in informal settlements according to urban planner Arif Hasan. In the absence of a proper infrastructure, the communities have invested in building their sewerage and drainage systems.

In Understanding Karachi, a book written by Hasan, 90 per cent of these homes “have linked themselves illegally to government supply systems”.


But Shahid Gill, a resident of the community refutes this allegation. “Each house paid Rs2,500 to the union council, so how can you call it illegal?” says the 28-year old who works as an office boy with a non-governmental organization.


These connections may be seen as small rubber protrusions. Some are readily visible on the sides inside the storm-water drain running parallel to the mainline just outside the colony.

The water comes for two hours only, from four to six in the morning, on alternate days in the mainline in the Nursery Town area and thus the preparation. It is from these connections that water is siphoned off to their homes through suction pumps turned on by illegal electric connections.


This informal infrastructure is never officially recognized and so never integrated into official sewerage and water supply systems being planned by the government.

“Karachi, with a population of 16 million with a minimum requirement of 20 gallons per day per person needs at least 320 million gallons per day (mgd),” says Perween Rehman, director of the Orangi Pilot Project’s Research and Technical wing. The industries need an additional 123mgd, she says.

There are two main sources of water supply to Karachi – from the Indus river that supplies 645mgd and the Hub dam that supplies about 50mgd. But because the latter is rain-fed, the supply fluctuates between 30mgd and 75mgd.


Among other factors, about 15 per cent of the water is wasted due to technical leakages and another 41 per cent (or 272mgd) is siphoned off from the bulk distribution and supplied through tankers. “And this is a very conservative estimate!” says Rehman, talking to IPS.


As a result, the 18 towns, supposed to get a total of 417.65mgd water from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), receive only 293mgd and even there the distribution is inequitable. The affluent areas receive as much as 100 per cent or even 133 per cent of their requirement (in the Defence Housing Authority) with others as little as from 30 to 57 per cent.


Among other recommendations, like independent power supply at the pumping stations to stem the interruptions, Rehman emphasizes that authorities should focus on metering to assist in ensuring all areas get their required quota of water. “According to the KWSB sources, there are 1.17 million water consumers [those that get water from the KWSB directly] in Karachi, of which 758,500 are on the billing role and 163,000 are regular payers. No action is taken against the defaulters and the KWSB runs at a perpetual loss,” states the 2002 edition of the same book by Hasan. The situation has not changed at all, says Rehman.


Back in Nursery Town, once all the trappings have been brought out from the home, then begins the more arduous part of setting it up. “The first thing to do is to attach the electric wire with the help of a kunda [a metal hook slung over a power cable in the same manner] to the grid,” explains Asif Ayub, 17, a movie-maker. “It’s not an easy task in the thick of the night, especially for those who are still groggy from sleep.”


This illegal power supply is needed to run the suction pump that draws water from the mainline and pumps it further into the storage tank at home. Ayub has taken over from his father. “I don’t sleep at all. It works out better for me as I find waking up in the middle of the night more difficult.”


The whole thing looks pretty complicated and perhaps it is. A strange convoluted network of various rubber and plastic pipes, bandaged at various intervals and live wires, dangerously close to leaking pipes that have formed water puddles are laid out in the alleys. “Getting electric shocks is commonplace,” says Gill. He did it for six years but following his marriage, his younger brother has taken over.

“It’s usually the youngest male in the family, but one old enough to be able to carry the heavy gear, and able to do the wiring,” interjects Kashif Naeem, 18, who has been doing this since he was 14. “The idea is that he’s someone who does not have to get up early to go for work.” Naeem stopped studying after Grade 6.


But there seems to be no let-up for 16-year-old Shahin Waris who was in the middle of his high school board exam. “I’ve been doing it for the past three years.” Asked if someone else can take over so he can prepare for his exam as well as take enough rest, he explains: “I have an older brother, but he is in his second year of medicine so…” and he gets busy with his work. But there are ‘no-water’ days as well.

“It takes us a good 15 to 20 minutes to bring all the equipment out from our homes and almost an hour to set it up, only to learn that there will be no water. Can you imagine the frustration?” says Jamaluddin, wrapping up and fighting back his anger.


With frequent power outages all through summer, the supply of water from the mains remains erratic. If there is electricity at the pumping stations but none in our area, we still can’t pump the water as we do not have the electricity to turn on our suction pumps.


With the result, the neighbourhood either buys a tanker for the day or individually borrow/buy water from their neighbours and strict rationing is carried out.


But the more popular water supply means is buying a tanker at Rs250 /1,000 gallons (which is brackish and unfit for drinking) by a few homes collectively. If that is not always affordable then from individual water suppliers roaming in lanes on donkey-carts selling 25 gallons for Rs100.


There are also areas, like Orangi, where regular water tankers supply to individual homes. “These tankers visit homes individually and supply five minutes of water at Rs250 to Rs300 and it comes to 300-400 gallons.

The enterprising among the squatter residents have taken advantage of the erratic supplies and entered into water supply business. They have more than one suction pump and a bigger storage tank. “When the water does not come in the mainline, we buy water from these people. This is at the rate of between Rs100 and Rs200,” says Gill.

(By Zofeen T. Ebrahim, Dawn-13, 26/05/2008)

Kalabagh shelved for good: minister
LAHORE, May 26: The Kalabagh dam project has been shelved for good and the government is diverting allocations made for the plan to other projects in the water sector.


Federal Minister for Water and Power Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said at a press conference here on Monday that the project was ‘impractical’ because three provincial assemblies had passed resolutions against it and the PPP, being a federal party, could not undertake a plan which negated the principles of federalism. “A dam cannot, and should not, be built at the cost of the federation.”


When the government could come up with alternative projects, “why insist on a dam which threatens the federal basis of the country,” he said. He said funds allocated for Kalabagh dam would be diverted to other water projects.


The minister announced that the government had prepared a strategy to rid the country of loadshedding by the end of 2009. He said that power generation capacity would be increased by 2,200 megawatts.

He said 1,000MW would be generated by independent power producers (IPPs) and tenders had been floated for the purpose. He said 200MW would come from rental power and another 1,000MW from enhancement of the capacity of the generation system and improvement of oil supply to the IPPs.


Mr Ashraf said the water situation was improving and an additional 500MW would start coming from hydroelectric sources. “All put together, the country will be out of the woods by the end of next year.”

Replying to a question about Pakistan Electric Power Company’s estimate that the country would be needing around 6,000MW in the next three years, the minister said there were more projects in the pipeline which would further ameliorate the situation.


He said Pepco was holding negotiations with industries for purchasing power generated by them and 300MW to 400MW could be added to the system from the source. 

He reiterated the government’s resolve to carry out stringent power conservation measures. He said all shops would close by 9pm, which in fact would be 8pm because clocks would be advanced by one hour from June 1.

When asked whether pulling the shutters down by 9pm was a federal decree or just a suggestion, Mr Ashraf said it was a “federal decision taken in consultation with the provincial governments”.

He said the industries were being requested to stagger their off days over the week, rather than the entire sector closing on Sundays. He said Pepco would stop supplying power to neon signs and only alternate streetlights would be used.


The minister said the conservation measures were only for 90 days and the situation would change after Aug 31.

He said Rs120 billion had been allocated for the water sector and its projects had been put on the fast track.

The Mangla dam raising project would be completed and tender for Diamer-Basha dam would be floated next year, he said.

(By Ahmad Fraz Khan, Dawn-1, 27/05/2008)

Kalabagh dam project shelved

LAHORE: The government of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) on Monday decided to shelve the controversial Kalabagh dam project once and for all in the name of national reconciliation.

It also claimed that a comprehensive approach would end load-shedding after 2009. It said the bifurcation of the Pakistan Electric Power Company (Pepco) and Wapda would remain intact and both organisations would work within their ambit of powers.

 
Addressing a press conference at the Wapda house, Water and Power Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf said Sindh and NWFP had passed resolutions against the construction of the Kalabagh dam and, therefore, its construction could endanger the federation. The minister said funds allocated for its construction would not lapse, but would be spent on other water and power projects.


The minister said the nation had wasted a lot of time debating construction of the Kalabagh dam. “For a strong and united federation, it is better to abandon the project,” he added. Divulging energy generation plans, he said the government had started energy generation on war footing. “By April 2009, 2,200 megawatts electricity would be added to the national grid,” he said, adding 1,000 megawatts would be generated by IPPs, 200 MW by rental plants and 1,000 MW by intrinsic resources. “Besides, 3,000 MW will be generated by new projects,” he said, adding 500 megawatts would be added by hydel generation in a few weeks. He said the water situation had been improving, so hydel generation would be increased in a few weeks.


Talking about the energy conservation plan, Raja Pervez Ashraf said all markets would close at 9pm across the country from June 1. However, he said the closure of shops at 9pm was for only three month — from June to August.

“The country would adopt the practice once a year and we hope there would be no need for the practice after 2009,” he added. The minister said the government had asked the business community to stager the holiday. “Orders have been issued for switching on streetlights on an alternate basis,” he said, adding Wapda had been directed to stop the electricity supply to neon signboards across the country. “All energy conservation plans would be implemented from June 1,” he added. The minister said clocks would be put forward by an hour from June 1 for maximum use of sunlight.


He said the government had planned Rs 120 billion development schemes in the next public sector development programme (PSDP). “In the PSDP, an amount has been allocated for issuing tenders for Bhasha dam, Mangla dam raising project and Neelum-Jhelum hydro power project,” he elaborated.

He said the government had been working for increasing the use of alternate energy resources. “The government has been working on wind, solar and coal energy generation projects on war footing,” he concluded.

(By Jawwad Rizvi, The News-1, 27/05/2008)

KWSB MD declares previous orders illegal


KARACHI: Newly appointed Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) MD Suleman Chandio nullified on Friday all the decisions, directives and orders issued by former MD Ghulam Arif Khan on ongoing projects.

“I have issued the notification and directed all board officials and heads of department at KWSB to stop following illegal directives given by the former MD,” Chandio told Daily Times.


When asked what type of orders, directives and decisions the former MD took, he avoided giving exact details. “Whatever orders he issued were illegal as he was not suitable for the position of MD, therefore I directed the officials concerned to immediately ignore recently issued orders,” said Chandio.

The newly appointed MD added that he was unaware of the types of orders issued by Khan, but if some schemes were started under his orders they will be reviewed. “If all his orders are illegal, the schemes he started are also illegal and these schemes will also be halted and the relevant authorities will review these schemes,” he said. It may be noted here that Khan has taken 300 files with him.


Agencies add: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Managing Director Suleman Chandio has constituted three vigilance committees to check the uplift works initiated through tenders and quotations.

According to a press release issued on Friday, the committees will also keep a check on works initiated on an emergency basis. The executive engineer of every KWSB department will submit reports on water supply and sewerage system, bulk water supply and electrical and mechanical works with the Finance department after carrying physical verification.


Shah Faisal Town Superintending Engineer Ameer Waqar will be the head of sewerage committee and Riaz Ghauri will be its member. Iftikhar Ahmed Khan will be the head of water supply and bulk water supply committee for and Ashraf Siddiqui will be its member while Syed Hasan Ejaz Kazmi has been made the head of electrical and mechanical works committee and Masroor Brailvi will be its member.

All the three committees have initiated their work while a meeting of the committees was also held with MD KWSB in chair on Thursday.

(DailyTimes-B1, 31/05/2008)

JUNE

Durrani takes over KWSB chief’s office
KARACHI, May 31: Asserting his control over the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board on Saturday, Sindh Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani occupied the office of chairman, which had previously been in the use of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, and announced that he would soon cancel 6,000 recruitments made by the caretaker government. He also ordered the removal of the city nazim’s nameplate from the chairman’s office.


Mr Durrani, who was recently made chairman of the water utility, arrived at the KWSB headquarters on Saturday morning and remained there for about four hours.


Managing Director Suleman Chandio briefed the minister on several ongoing development projects, the financial position and details of vacant land belonging to the KWSB.


Well-placed sources told Dawn that on May 29 Mr Kamal held a meeting with the KWSB MD in the chairman’s office.

They added that by occupying the chairman’s office the provincial minister made it clear that the city nazim, who is now one of the over 20 members of the board, was no longer at the helm of the water utility’s affairs.


Talking to newsmen at the KWSB headquarters, Mr Durrani said the government would soon cancel about 6,000 new appointments in the water utility because it had been decided that all employments made by the caretaker government would be treated as void.


He said that due to the new inductions KWSB’s expenses had gone up by some 35 per cent. However, he added that the government would appoint more people in the KWSB as per rules.

He disclosed that some 16 corruption references were being prepared by the new management of the KWSB against former chairmen, MDs and other officials. “I have directed the secretary for local government to monitor the process and submit a report to me within a month. If necessary, we will send the references to the National Accountability Bureau (NAB).” He said action would be taken against any of the former MDs or chairmen if found involved in irregularities.


The sources said that the minister had constituted a team which was currently checking records of the periods of former city nazim Niamatullah Khan and Mr Kamal.


Mr Durrani said the local government system was a complete failure and it should be abolished. However, he said if the government wanted to continue with this system, certain amendments should be made in the local government system.

Answering a question, he hinted that all hydrants of the KWSB would soon be given in the control of Rangers. “Town nazims have failed to manage the hydrants and they have been told to improve their working otherwise we will again hand over their control to Rangers,” he added.


The minister said that former MD Ghulam Arif was replaced with Mr Chandio as the former had failed to improve the working of the water board.


On April 24, the Sindh government through a notification reconstituted the KWSB and appointed the LG minister as new chairman in place of the city nazim. The nazim, however, implemented an earlier decision of the Sindh government through which he made the KWSB as ‘water and sanitation group of offices’ in the Karachi city government.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 01/06/2008)

References on the cards against corrupt KWSB officers: LG minister

Sixteen references are being prepared against corrupt officials at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), and strict action will be taken against them, Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani said Saturday.

“I have asked the LG secretary to prepare these references under his supervision. He has to report to me within a month. If needed, these cases would be referred to the National Accountability Bureau (NAB),” Durrani told journalists at the KWSB Chairman’s Secretariat.


KWSB Managing Director (MD) Salman Chandio, and other senior officials of the department were also present.

Durrani, who is also the KWSB chairman, claimed that the former KWSB MD, Ghulam Arif Khan, had been given 90 days to improve the functioning of the department. A committee was formed under his chairmanship to identify illegal actions and take action against culprits but he failed to do so. “[Khan] failed to improve the performance of the board. He was therefore replaced with a senior KWSB official, Salman Chandio, who is not only competent but is also aware of issues,” Durrani claimed.


The minister expressed confidence in the new MD and hoped that he was capable of ensuring the smooth functioning of the department as well as bringing it out of the present financial crisis.


Durrani was asked about recent recruitments in the water board. He said that through a notification, the Sindh government had declared as illegal all recruitments made by the caretaker government. These recruitments would be cancelled, the LG minister said, adding that those found eligible as per merit, would be accommodated.

Durrani reiterated that the present local government system had failed badly because it had been unable to deliver and resolve problems faced by the masses. The system should either be abolished completely, or amended as per the expectations of the masses, he said.

District nazims were free to approach the courts because government was also prepared to present records of all their wrongdoings before the courts, Durrani said.

Moreover, he claimed, town nazims had failed to manage water hydrants properly ever since since their control was taken back from the Rangers. He warned the town nazims to “mend their ways,” or the hydrants would be given back to the Rangers.


Prior to the press conference, the minister addressed the officers and employees of the KWSB and also inquired about the functioning of the department from each officer respectively. He assured the KWSB officials of all possible support.


Chandio said, meanwhile, that he would utilise all his abilities to complete the task given to him by the LG minister for the betterment of the board. Durrani would soon inaugurate the Dhabeji Power Plant, which would provide cheap electricity to water board installations, the KWSB MD said.

“This would help us overcome disruption in water supply due to load-shedding and would enable us to continue smooth and uninterrupted supply of water to people and industries,” Chandio said.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 01/06/2008)

16 cases against KWSB officials: Durrani


KARACHI: Sixteen cases are being prepared against water board officers who made illegal decisions during the last MD’s tenure, warned Agha Siraj Durrani, minister for Local Government and the new chairman of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. The Secretary of Local Government will be submitting his report within a month.


Durrani declared this at a press conference Saturday at the water board’s head office on Shahrah-e-Faisal. The cases will be sent to NAB (the National Accountability Bureau) for further action. 


KWSB MD Suleman Chandio and other senior officials were by Durrani’s side.

Durrani said that the former MD, Ghulam Arif, was given 90 days to identify illegal measures but he was unable to comply with the directives. “This was why he was removed from his post and senior official Suleman Chandio was made MD as he has complete information on the KWSB and is also aware of its problems so it can be brought back on track,” the minister said. 


Durrani also pointed to the Sindh government’s notification canceling all appointments made during the caretaker government’s tenure. “But those who qualify on merit will be given employment,” he added. 

To a question on the future of the local government system, Durrani was of the opinion that it had failed to serve the people. It will be either abolished or the necessary amendments will be made. 


KWSB MD Suleman Chandio assured Durrani that the orders will be followed. He added that Durrani would be the chief guest at the inauguration of the power plant at the Dhabeji Pumping Station in the next couple of days. The plant will provide cheap electricity to KWSB installations.

Later, the minister had had one-to-one meetings with officers who had gathered outside the KWBS office.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 01/06/2008)

First electricity and now water

With the prolonged power outages across the city, Karachiites are now also facing frequent water shortage as the two are interlinked under a given mechanism. Under the present circumstances, it will be a challenge for both civic and provincial governments to deal with this issue. In fact, the people have already taken to the streets in protest, which are expected to worsen during the coming days.

The five-to-six-hour-long power breakdowns have led to the disruption in the supply of drinking water since most pumping stations that supply water do not have generators. Often, the masses have complained that when they inquire from the staff at the pumping about why the water is not being supplied on time, the latter says that they do not have a generator and, thus, they are unable to supply during the load-shedding hours. Ultimately, the public has to suffer and in several cases it has also been observed that when the power supply is restored, the pumping station supplies water to one area while other areas are deprived.

One possible solution to this problem can be the installation of power generators at the pumping stations so that water can be supplied to all areas as per their schedule. However, the pumping stations work at town levels while installing generators is the responsibility of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). What is even more disappointing is the fact that if a town administration wants to install a generator on their own, the KWSB does not let them do so. Moreover, the requisitions by town administration for the installation of generators have been pending since long with the KWSB.


Now the point is that if the authorities cannot generate enough power to meet the city’s requirement, they must ensure the uninterrupted functioning of pumping stations so that the general public does not suffer. People may have learnt to live without electricity but they will not tolerate being deprived of water. If the situation continues, there will be massive protest by the public similar to that of last year’s and this time around, it may be worse which can be gauged from the recent lynching of robbers in the city. It is obvious that the masses will not have a soft corner for the water board also if it continues to neglect the current situation.


Recently, the citizens have witnessed the conflict between the city government and provincial governments in connection with gaining control over the KWSB. It is disappointing to note that these politicians are so keen to get control of this important department but have hardly taken any measures to solve public problems.


Now the question is that how much does it cost to install a generator at the place where it is needed the most? The people do not want excuses — rather they want guarantee that their problems will be solved by their elected representatives.

It has yet to be seen whether or not the new provincial government set up that has managed to gain the control of the KWSB will consider these issues and address them at the earliest. However, citizens in most areas who go without water for as many as four days, if not weeks, may finally find relief in the form of a sound water policy.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 03/06/2008)

50pc private hydrants operate illegally
KARACHI, June 3: At least 100 out of over 200 private hydrants operating in different parts of the city have reportedly acquired illegal water connections from KWSB pipelines, it has been reliably learnt.Most of such hydrants are set up at Ayub Goth, near Super Highway, Korangi No 2 1/2, Chamra Chowrangi, Chakra Goth, Sherpao Colony, Landhi and Manghopir.


Sources said that illegal hydrant operators were doing a roaring business in connivance with KWSB officials, the localityis town municipal administration and the area police. They said such an act on their part was not only creating water shortage in the localities where they existed but also damaging roads and streets.

They said as most of such hydrants had acquired illegal water connections from pipelines and mains, the localities hooked to such pipelines got reduced supply of water. �In Manghopir alone, suction pumps have been installed at 40 to 45 hydrants to steal water from the KWSB pipelines through illegal connections and fill tankers,� the sources said, adding that a tanker of 1,000-gallon capacity is filled in less than one minute while an eight-wheeler tanker having a capacity of 5,000 gallons starts overflowing in four minutes.


Although rangers had conducted raids on illegal hydrants and had even seized their suction pumps last year, the sources said, such hydrants had once again been made operational in connivance with the KWSB officials concerned, the locality�s town and the area police.


The water drawn by illegal hydrants is meant for drinking purpose but it is supplied to factories and industries, the sources said. Besides, they said, contrary to the rules that a tanker drawing water from a town�s hydrant would be required to sell or supply water to the residents of the same town, tankers fetching water from a town�s hydrant were also supplying water to the residents of other towns.


However, sources in the water board said it was purely a temporary arrangement and the practice would come to an end as soon as the hydrants of all towns become fully operational.


Clean water project

Sindh Chief Secretary Fazalur Rehman has, meanwhile, ordered immediate implementation of the Clean Drinking Water for All (CDWA) project, PPI adds

Chairing a meeting held at his office on Tuesday, the chief secretary said that the cooperation and participation of all stakeholders in the project be ensured so that the project could be initiated at the earliest.

He directed the project implementation unit officials to evolve a strategy by 10 June and report to him on June 12 so that effective steps were taken to implement the project.


The chief secretary expressed displeasure over the slow pace of work and asked all stakeholders to avoid unnecessary discussions and carry out practical work. He was optimistic that 300 sites would be completed within one month.

Among others, Additional Chief Secretary (Development) Nazar Hussain Mahar, Information Secretary Fasihuddin, Local Government Secretary Fazalur Rehman, Special Secretary (Finance) Iqbal Ahsan Zaidi, and DCOs of various districts attended the meeting.

(Dawn-18, 04/06/2008)

Residents of nine towns not satisfied with water quality

Over 90 percent of the people living in half of Karachi (in nine central and suburban towns, out of a total of 18) are not satisfied with the quality of water being supplied to them by the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB). Around 70 to 80 percent of them use various domestic methods such as boiling to purify the supplies water.


According to the findings of a survey titled Citizens Report Card (CRC) on the quality of water and sanitation situation in Karachi, only 10 percent of the population in nine towns of Karachi (out of 18) expressed complete satisfaction with the water being supplied to them.


On the contrary, 21 percent of the population living in these towns including Bin Qasim, Saddar, Gadap, Gulshan, Gulberg, Keamari, North Nazimabad, SITE and Orangi, expressed complete dissatisfaction over the quality of water being supplied by the KWSB.


The findings of the survey were presented by Public Affairs Centre of Banglore, India, Director Dr Gopa Kumar K. Thampi at a consultative seminar on sharing the findings of the CRC with the Karachi Water Partnership (KWP) stakeholders.

Dr Thampi presented the salient features of CRC at the seminar, jointly organised by the KWP, Panos Pakistan and the Water & Sanitation Program South Asia at a local hotel on Thursday. He disclosed that 38 percent of the consumers interviewed said they did not get any bill from the water supply agency.

“Some 82 percent of the consumers from Bin Qasim town, who were also not satisfied with the quality of water, revealed that they did not pay any bill for water. On the contrary, 97 percent of the population of Gulberg town said they regularly get the bills and pay the water charges,” he said.


A majority of the people getting water from legal connections said they were satisfied with the taste, colour and smell of water, however, 23 percent of them complained that they experienced water-borne diseases by consuming the water supplied by KWSB.

Interestingly, poor people living in these nine towns – though not fully satisfied with the quality – expressed their willingness to pay more for the water supply, provided water quality was enhanced as they had to invest on other methods for purification of water supplied to them.

“Over 63% of all the households in the survey and 78% of the households having mains connection expressed their desire to pay more (in monetary terms) for better water service. On average, a household is willing to pay Rs. 125 per month for better services,” Dr Gopa informed.


Around 40 per cent of people getting water supply from KWSB said they lacked confidence on the water-supply agency and never went to complain about poor quality of water, while majority of people lodged their complaints with UC and town Nazims about water and sanitation problems instead of approaching KWSB.


Astonishingly, the survey found no reported cases of bribes or extra-legal payments for water supply, while very few respondents reported receiving advance notice from KWSB prior to a major stoppage.

As far as sewerage service is concerned, most of households have access to sewerage for disposal of toilet waste, as lack of sewerage connectivity was mostly reported from informal settlements in the city.


Majority of the people complained that drains were cleaned only when they get choked, while about one-third of the affected people used to hire private cleaners. Making payment to official cleaners was also common, the survey revealed. 


Some 21 per cent of households faced problems in drain maintenance during the last year while local political representatives were the first choice for lodging complaints regarding sewerage problems.

As far as public toilets are concerned, one of five respondents used a public toilet, while 67 per cent of users were willing to pay for using public toilets; willingness to pay was highest in Orangi and least in Gulshan towns.


Briefing the participants about the suggestions for improving water supply and sanitation services in Karachi, Dr. Gopa said the survey revealed that there was a need for shifting the focus from quantity to quality of water being supplied to citizens by the KWSB. He said the survey indicated high level of variations and unevenness in water supply in all the nine towns of the city and deplorably there was no effective mechanism at KWSB for resolving the problems confronting masses regarding water and sanitation services.


Dr Gopa, however, said that the community along with the KWSB should also come forward and assist the authorities in improving water supply and sanitation facilities in the city and added that the survey revealed huge scope for pro-poor services.


Expansion of water-supply and sewerage systems as well as strengthening the complaint network was also essential for improving the basic facilities being provided to the citizens like water and sanitation, he maintained.


Speaking on the occasion, Managing Director KWSB Engr. Suleman Chandio acknowledged the findings of the report and announced to establish a CRC cell at the KWSB.

He informed that KWSB use to fetch water from some 150 kilometers away from Karachi and distribute it through a large network but added there were some problems with the sewerage network that needed immediate attention to resolve the problems confronting the masses.


Engr. Chandio said that Katchi Abadis and suburban areas of the city were the worst sufferers due to lack of water and sanitation network there, and expressed the hope that Asian Development Bank (ADB), which had pledged to lay water and sewerage network in these areas, would soon initiate its development schemes for such localities.


Simi Kamal, Chairperson KWP; Sahar Ali, Country Representative of Panos (Pakistan), Farhan Anwar, Karachi Coordinator of Water and Sanitation Program, Tahseena Rafi and Khatib Ahmed from Shehri CBE also spoke on the occasion.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 06/06/2008)

World Bank Citizen Report Card on water and sanitation:
Gulshan happy, Gadap not, with KWSB service

KARACHI: Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Gulberg towns are best served and Gadap and Bin Qasim towns are worst served in terms of water and sanitation services. 


[image: image3.jpg]


These are the findings of the Citizen Report Card on the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board that surveyed 4,500 households of nine towns under the World Bank’s Water and Sanitation Program South Asia. The data was analyzed by the Public Affairs Foundation of India.


At the launch of the report card at a local hotel on Thursday, KWSB Managing Director Suleman Chandio conceded the findings and said that a CRC Cell would be set up to make it a routine exercise. “I would like to give preference to low-income settlements and katchi abadis for new water and sanitation lines,” he said. “I would like the Asian Development Bank’s Mega City Project to give special attention to these areas.”


According to the survey, it is the poor and those living in informal settlements who are not getting enough water and proper sanitation services. Only 10 percent of people of the nine towns (Site, Keamari, Gadap, Gulshan, Orangi, Nazimabad, Bin Qasim, Saddar and Gulshan) are satisfied with the current state of KW&SB’s services and 21 percent have expressed dissatisfaction.

Ironically, the picture is not so rosy for the KW&SB’s finances: 38 percent of households supplied line water and who use sanitation services do not get their water and sanitation bills, 82 percent of this chunk lives in Bin Qasim town. 

Interestingly, more than half of the population, especially those living in informal settlements, is willing to pay and pay more to get legal water connections to cut their existing costs on water via tanker, bottled water etc.


The survey finds that one-third of the population treats drinking water before using it and 23 percent have complaints of being affected by different types of water borne diseases. The water board’s complaint centre was hardly known to citizens and union-council level public representatives were the ones who lodged complaints with it. In terms of sanitation services, the report card finds that it is common practice to clean drains after they get choked and privately pay KW&SB cleaners.


The survey was carried out in these towns from October to November 2007 and it suggests a regular water supply, controlling line losses, and water theft, improving revenue collection and adopting pro-poor policy for the satisfaction of the people of Karachi. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 06/06/2008)

Displaced communities await provision of water

Residents under the purview of the Lyari Expressway Resettlement Project (LERP) still await the provision of water facilities as the CDGK and PPP-led government struggle to fulfill promises of resettlement and rehabilitation made by previous governments. The LERP was launched to resettle the people that were displaced due to the construction of the Expressway. These people were living along the river for generations and were forcibly removed. Their houses and businesses were demolished by the government to complete the project. 


The LERP has developed the Musharraf Colony, Taisar Town and another resettlement colony in Baldia Town to resettle the displaced people. These areas had been planned with utilities, including transport, schools, basic health units, parks, roads, water and sanitation. Rahima Bibi 45, residing in Musharraf Colony, Keamari Town, said that when the authorities were building small houses in the resettlement colony (now known as Musharraf Colony) they had ensured complete facilities to the displaced families. They allotted 80 square feet (sq. ft) plots along with Rs50, 000 to each family as compensation while making them migrate from both banks of the Lyari River to develop the expressway launched on May 11, 2002. 


There are 5,000 plots in Musharraf Colony, more than 16,000 in Taisar Town and 2,900 in Baldia Town. In the beginning the LERP arranged water tankers for supplying water to these localities on an emergency basis and ensured the displaced families of providing them with tap water after some time. Sources in the LERP said that the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has made efforts to supply tap water to Taisar Town Resettlement Project residents through the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). However, hardly anyone has benefited and majority of people are still receiving water through tankers.


The LERP comprises officials deputed from different departments, including Lyari Development Authority (LDA) to facilitate the displaced communities. The LERP official says that the water supply system in these resettlement localities is similar, therefore, problems faced by all the families are alike. The KWSB also made arrangements to supply water to Musharraf Colony once a week on Tuesdays, however, they failed to meet the needs of all the residents. Following the replacement of the KWSB officials after the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) came into power, the situation for these resettlement colonies has worsen. Not only has the tap water been stopped but also the flow of water tankers has lessened. The Hawkes Bay resettlement colony has not received a single tanker in the past few days. 


Observing the annoyance of the community, the LERP officials are facing difficulties and are reluctant to sit in the office. The LERP had arranged 30 water tanks for the community people in Musharraf Colony and signed contracts with two separate companies to supply 30 water tankers daily to meet the needs of the residents, schools, hospitals and other community centres. After some time the residents found out that the community tanks remained empty. When contacted by The News, the LERP official said the frequent traffic jams on the Hawkes Bay road and prolonged power failure are the main causes affecting the water supply to Musharraf Colony. 

At present 2,000 families are settled in this colony. The residents expressed that the area earlier was receiving 30 water tankers but now they hardly receive two tankers per day, which is insufficient for their domestic use and they cannot afford to buy water from private water tankers. The source added that if they receive 10 to 15 tankers daily, the companies responsible will not provide the remaining tankers on the second trip to meet the people’s requirement. This gap sometimes widens and residents suffer shortage of water.


Water shortage is one of the main problems for the entire neighbourhood and several families have been forced to buy water through private tankers. However, since the PPP-led government and the CDGK received complaints about the manipulation in the water supply system, they forced the Rangers authority to withdraw private tankers to these areas. Now the water supply companies, which used to provide tankers through Rangers, are reluctant to continue the process, which has affected the entire city areas, especially those urban and suburban population that receives water through tankers.


In this regard, Perween Rehman of Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) said that the private water tanker companies generate Rs45 billion annually and this has turned into a lucrative business in the city. Orangi, SITE, Baldia, Keamari, Korangi, Gadap and Bin Qasim towns suffer the most due to acute water shortage. Residents of these areas have been forced to buy water through private tankers because they are being deprived of tap water, added Rehman.

She said that the government departments instead of providing basic facilities to age-old suburb villages are demolishing them to establish commercial centres and expanding urban development. “In my understanding a world class city can only be established where a world class government exists,” Rehman expressed. According to her, Karachi receives 655 million gallons of water daily (MGD) and if the distribution system is improved it can meet the need of the citizens. Each person needs 20 MGD and industries need 123 MGD. However, the water distribution authorities have failed to stop water theft and manage resources to stop water losses, she explained. 

Meanwhile, the KWSB has failed to strengthen its financial position for the lack of measured water supplies and volumetric charging system. Therefore, it has been suggested to the concerned authority to install new supply lines with flow meters to regulate the actual usage of water in every water connection individually. When contacted, a KWSB official said that the organisation (KWSB) is equipped with the technology and the manpower. However, changing political manoeuvrings affect the functioning of the institution. He said the international financial institutions approve projects but owing to the political influence at higher management levels, the major share of funds benefits only a few.

(By Jan Khaskheli, The News-19, 07/06/2008)

KWSB ex-MD asked to return files


KARACHI: The KWSB has directed its former MD Ghulam Arif Khan in an official letter to return 80 official files that he took with him while leaving the office. According to a handout Friday, copies of the letter have also been dispatched to the officials of the Sindh government, the chairman of the KWSB and Agha Siraj Durrani. The principal staff officer of KWSB MD Syed Ikhlaq Hussain has been appointed the chief administrative officer, replacing Abdul Rauf. And Rauf has replaced Khaliq Ahmed as the board secretary.

(DailyTimes-B1, 07/06/2008)

KWSB almost bankrupt: report
KARACHI, June 7: Terming financial constraints the root-cause of many problems faced by the city’s water supply and drainage systems, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has observed that the KWSB would already have gone bankrupt had the federal and provincial governments not put in funds to help it cope with its accumulated deficits.


Discussing the utility’s financial stability, a JICA team tasked with studying the city’s master plan for water supply and sewerage systems and make recommendations, said that the KWSB financial statements of recent years had shown an extremely worrisome trend. “Over the recent years, the KWSB has continuously been operating in deficit and the annual deficit ranges from Rs2,000 million to Rs2,700 million,” the report said, pointing out that at the end of the fiscal year 2004-05, the accumulated deficits amounting to Rs10,435 million were eventually financed by the federal and Sindh governments. “Otherwise the KWSB would already have gone bankrupt,” it added.


The report also pointed out that the KWSB financial statements showed that “electricity charges’ and “personnel costs” were the two major components of its operation and maintenance (O&M) expenditure and in the fiscal year 2004-05 and these two components constituted 57 per cent and 30 per cent of the total O&M expenditures (before depreciation), respectively. It said that it was worth noting that approximately 50 per cent of the electricity charges (or 28 per cent of the total O&M expenditure) were currently being incurred at the Dhabeji pumping station and another 20 per cent (or 11 per cent of the total expenditure) at three other locations, i.e. the Pipri, North-East Karachi (NEK) and Hub pumping stations.


The report said that the KWSB should focus on enhancing revenues and ensure better management of services on an urgent basis. It should have its own power plants to operate its major pumping stations, the report added.

(Dawn-18, 08/06/2008)

Kalabagh dam and political pressures
THE Kalabagh controversy refuses to go away, even in its “abandoning”. As it appears, it would not get resolved in future either and keep haunting the nation.

The successive governments’ strategy of avoiding water sector development in order to ‘save the federation’ from political pressures has not helped. Neither the controversy nor the pressure can be wished away by taking arbitrary decisions.

The manner in which the PPP government announced it intends to abandon the Kalabagh dam would only add fuel to the fire. Instead of taking up the project for democratic debate at the national level and at the proper forum like the Council of Common Interest, or the parliament to resolve it either way, the government has simply “shelved it for good.”


In shelving the project, if the PPP government has taken cue from persistent political controversies around the dam, those in favour point finger to periods when the project had national consensus behind it.


During the sixties when the Indus Basin Water Treaty was signed, the Kalabagh dam emerged as the most favourite site. President Ayub Khan dropped it in favour of Tarbella site, which fell in his native area.

Then the consensus emerged in Water Accord of 1991, which was signed by all four chief ministers, and clearly states: “The need for storages, where ever feasible on the Indus and other rivers was admitted and recognised by the participants for planned future agriculture development.” The accord was approved by the Council of Common Interests on March 21, 1991.


The previous government also formed technical and parliamentary committees on the issue to evolve consensus. The technical committee in its report supported the project and the parliamentary committee did not oppose it either.


The PPP government’s choice to take only controversial side of the project as a reference point would only worsen the problem. It seems to have forgotten that pressure on the federation could only be removed by dealing with water paucity by building dams. By delaying decisions, it could only generate extra pressure on the federation.


In the heat of the moment, the government also ignored the fact that the Kalabagh dam has been the most studied – it was subjected to a series of most exhaustive studies spanning three decades (1953-1982) – and it was a technically sound project. If the three smaller provinces somehow view it as a Punjab project, farmers in Punjab would hold people from other federating units responsible for abandoning it.

Abandoning the Kalabagh dam project, without coming up with an alternative in a certain timeframe, is not only bad politics but the worst economics.

It is not the site of a particular dam per say which makes it favourite or otherwise, but bigger issues like economic, power and agriculture needs define a project. No can deal with these realities without building water reservoirs. Only a credible institution like parliament should take such decisions because it has to deal with these bigger issues.


At present, the country not only needs a particular dam but a series of them because its agriculture, the economic base of the country, is in bad shape.

Agriculture experts say if these water shortages are removed, per acre yield of almost all major crops could increase immediately and add Rs160 billion to the national economy. Over 18 billion units of electricity, their cost and impact are in addition to the loss the government suffers because of lack of water storage. The per capita water availability, which stood at 5,700 cubic meters in 1947, has dropped to 1,070, with 1,000 being the red line.


Pakistan used to have 15.9maf storage capacity, which has now dropped down to 11.6maf – a loss of 27 per cent. It simply translates into water shortages for agriculture. During the current Kahrif season, the country suffered a water shortage of 26 per cent and during the last Rabi it was at 23 per cent. Tarbella Dam used to serve water needs up to mid -June, when the refilling starts. It now hits dead level by late-February or early March. Silt eats 10-day irrigation supply every year forcing early emptying of lake. All these statistics are part of official record and debate.

Until and unless, the government comes up with a viable alternative plan to meet the water and power needs, it would only be making water problems more complex.


The Indus Basin Water Treaty gives Punjab exclusive rights over 9maf water storage to compensate it for loss of three eastern rivers. That is why Mangla and Tarbella Dams were built. No one seems to be bothered as to what would happen when the total storage capacity dwindles to 9maf and Punjab approaches the federation with exclusive rights over entire storages, leaving other three federating units on the run of river.

All these issues must be taken up in parliament and other federal bodies like the Council of Common Interest and debated and resolved in the federal spirit. Taking arbitrary decision in favour of one project or against other, would neither remove poverty nor pressure on the federation.

(By Ahmad Fraz Khan, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-V, 09/06/2008)

150 MGD water project will be launched soon

The K-4 project which will supply 150 million gallons of water per day (MGD) to the city will be launched soon, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Managing Director (MD) Engineer Muhammad Suleman Chandio said on Sunday.

The decision to go ahead with the project was taken to fulfil the water demand of the increasing population of Karachi, Chandio said. The initial study has been completed recently, and ideas for implementing the K-4 project as soon as possible are being worked on now.


Chandio further said that KWSB Chairman Agha Siraj Durrani would soon lay the foundation stone of a 35-megawatt (MW) power house at the Dhabeji pumping station. 

After the construction of the power house, the pumping station would have its own electricity supply, the KWSB MD said, adding that the KWSB would thus be able to save a huge amount of money in electricity bills currently being paid to Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC).


The KWSB pays Rs0.75 million to Rs0.80 million per month to the KESC in electricity charges for the pumping station, Chandio said. “The KWSB is among the top-paying consumers of the KESC, which is why the KESC should exempt all KWSB pumping stations from load-shedding,” he maintained.

There are around 150 pumping stations in the city and due to prolonged and unannounced load-shedding by the KESC, the process of water distribution also gets seriously affected, the KWSB MD said.

The demand for water has increased due to the hot weather, whereas the KWSB is not able to deliver satisfactory service owing to power failure at pumping stations, Chandio said.


The Water Board supplies 97 percent of water through pipelines to its consumers, while the remaining three percent is provided through tankers to people living in the tail areas of the city, he said, adding that the KWSB had taken over the charge of water tanker service from the Pakistan Rangers, which had been operating tankers since 1998.


Chandio said that the Asian Development Bank (ADB) was also helping them in some projects and till 2025 they would install water and sewerage pipelines in all areas where pipelines did not exist.

“There are two types of waste being thrown into the sea - one is residential waste and the other is industrial waste. However, only 100 MGD waste is being treated before being disposed into the sea, while the remaining 300 MGD goes to the sea without any treatment,” Chandio said.


The board has planned to start the S-3 project to treat sewerage before being disposed into the sea to prevent pollution, he said, adding that it was actually toxic industrial waste that caused harmful effects in the environment.

(The News-14, 09/06/2008)

Minister reverses more Karachi LG appointments


KARACHI: Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Managing Director Suleman Chandio, on the directives of chairman Agha Siraj Durrani, has cancelled the contracts of the two additional vice chairmen appointed nearly two years ago by former KWSB Chairman City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. 

Sources said that MPAs Imamuddin Shahzad and Moin Khan were appointed KWSB’s advisor and additional vice chairman in 2006 on a salary of Rs 40,000 each in addition to benefits such as free fuel, free telephone and a number of staff at the KWSB office on Shahrah-e-Faisal. 

These changes are the latest in a series in the water board. It began with the removal of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal as chairman, followed by the dissolution of the board of directors and then the new chairman, LG minister Durrani, appointed MPA Munawwar Abbasi an additional vice chairman. 


Abbasi has yet to be allotted an office since his appointment in April due to the existence of the previously appointed vice-chairmen. However, he is expected to move into a separate office at the chairman’s secretariat on Shahrah-e-Faisal within the next couple of days, sources said. 


Meanwhile, MD Suleman Chandio, while chairing a meeting of engineers and other officials, vowed to start work on the K-IV project. 


KWSB has completed the study of K-IV through a private consultant. This project will provide an additional 150 MGD (million gallons daily) of water to the city with a new pipeline from the River Indus, along with the existing two bulk supply lines, K-II and K-III. 


Financial assistance for the project, expected to be completed at an estimated cost of Rs 12 billion to Rs 15 billion in the next two to three years, has been approved by the federal and the provincial governments. 

The foundation stone for a 35 MW power plant at Dhabeji Pumping Station will be laid soon. 

After the completion of this power plant, all KWSB installations, from pumping stations to motors, will be connected with this power plant. The MD also asked the KESC to exempt over 150 pumping stations from load shedding.


APP adds: Chandio pointed out that the Water Board is a major KESC consumer and pays annual electricity bills amounting to Rs 1.75 billion, therefore, KESC should exempt the major and small pumping stations from load shedding.

He claimed that the water board supplies 97 percent of water to citizens through lines and only 3 percent through tankers to areas at the tail end. The water supply through tankers had been with the Rangers since 1998 but now the tanker service has been assigned to the towns.


The Asian Development Bank will assist in laying a system in areas without supplies and sewerage systems by the year 2025. At present only 100 mgd of sewerage is being treated while 300 mgd goes into the sea untreated. The S-III sewage treatment project is being initiated.

(DailyTimes-B1, 09/06/2008)

German firm offers water filter plants

A Germany-based company, Aqua Care System (ACS), has expressed its intentions of installing small filter plants in residential and commercial areas of the city to provide clean drinking water to citizens.

This offer was made by the Managing Director (MD) of the ACS Systems, Siegfried Geldner, during a meeting with the City Naib-Nazim, Karachi, Nasreen Jalil, at her office on Monday. The EDO, Municipal Services Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Masood Alam, former provincial secretary, Faisal Saud, City Council, Karachi, member Ahsan Siddiqui, Chief Engineer of Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) Gulzar Ahmed Memon, and other officials were also present.


The ACS MD said that their company was interested in installing filter plants in various towns, especially schools and hospitals for provision of clean-drinking water. “One such filter plant will cost around 34,000 to 40,000 Euros and can provide 700 to 100 cubic metres of water per day at a cost of 7 euro cents (roughly Rs7) per cubic metres” he said.


The ACS MD said that he would also meet City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and office-bearers of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry to make them the offer regarding installation of filter plants.

City Naib-Nazim Karachi Nasreen Jalil said on the occasion that such filter plants could help a lot in providing clean drinking water to people of Karachi especially schools, hospitals, and large apartment buildings. She said that the provision of clean drinking water was the top priority of the local government and the CDGK was interested in making a deal in this regard.

(The News-14, 10/06/2008)

Underlining water and sanitation problems through theatre

The theatre on water and sanitation problems attracted community members in the fishermen locality Ibrahim Hyderi on Sunday evening. In an effort to highlight the sanitation and water problems of the fishermen locality, the performance was given by Murk Theatre, Hyderabad. 


The event was organised jointly by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), Pakistan Institute of Labour, Education and Research (PILER) and Interactive Resource Centre (IRC) to motivate the community to use water carefully and keep a strict watch over manipulation by the service-providing agency — the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). The theatre mirrored the stark reality of Karachi in general and Ibrahim Hyderi in particular. 


The plot was about how an individual in the locality dug up the earth with the help of plumbers and labourers and tried to make an illegal connection with the main pipeline, which was installed by the KWSB. While doing so, the labourers, individuals and plumbers remained vigilant if anybody could witness them doing an illegal activity. Unfortunately, plumber breaks the main pipeline that results in stoppage of water to the neighbouring houses. The plumber then fixes the line but does not do a very good job of it, which is why the sewerage water gets mixed with drinking water. Due to such activities, Karachiites receive contaminated and smelly water in their taps. Well, ultimately the water supply is stopped and then the community takes their problem to the KWSB office. The KWSB director, in the play, excuses the community by saying that water quota by his organisation is over and now private companies will provide them this facility. Private companies charges Rs500 per tanker, but the community people are left with no option but to accept the illegal rates. 

The twist in the play comes when it rains, which results in great mess. Most of the Katchi Abadies are completely inundated with the over flowing water from the drains. However, the thieves who were installing illegal pipeline are finally caught by the community and the KSWB together but are left unharmed as they bribe them. These thieves defend themselves saying that since their houses was not leased, the KWSB did not allow them to have legal pipelines. 


Following this, the KWSB’s head (in the play) said that they have several limitations in performing their duties and budget is one of them. They have little to invest on the new pipelines. The performers suggested that the system can be improved, if the public extends its help to the KWSB. After the performance, the audience shared their feelings with the performers. They completely agreed with the issues and advised the performers to arrange the same play for the KSWB administration.

(The News-19, 10/06/2008)

Separate roles for retail, bulk water suppliers suggested
KARACHI, June 12: The Japan International Cooperation Agency (Jica) has recommended that the role of retail water service providers in the city should be separated from the role of bulk water suppliers or, as an alternative, they should be managed and operated by two different business units of the same organization.


Jica, which is undertaking a study aimed at developing the city’s water supply and sewerage systems master plan in its Progress Report 2, known as the main report, states that the aim of this role separation is to enable the service provider to provide customer-focused, efficient water and waste-water services to its customers.

This requires the insulation of the service provider from external interference in the micromanagement aspects of its operation, including the employment of staff, disciplining workers for poor performance, offering rewards and promotions based on good performance, handling of payment defaulters and illegal connections, recovery of arrears, etc, it adds.


Strongly suggesting that the retail water service in the city should be managed on a full cost-recovery basis with sound business and commercial principles, the report says that experience indicates that as long as the service provider is dependent on government subsidies, it will be continuously subjected to interference in the day-to-day management of services in the technical execution of projects.


Expecting that the separation of roles will enhance the overall efficiency in the operation and maintenance of the water supply system, it says that since the KWSB in the past had been the only organization responsible for management and operation of the entire water supply system, there had been no absolute necessity for measuring the flows at key strategic locations in the system. However, with the separation of the role of the bulk water supplier from the role of retail service provider, there will be an absolute necessity for accurately measuring flows at the locations where the two role players will interface each other.


Highlighting the goals of role separation, the study says that an institutional framework is in place where a competent service provider can provide water supply and waste-water services on a full cost-recovery basis with sound business and commercial projects.


Discussing the strategies aimed at role separation, it says these include that all stakeholders should agree to the separation of roles and on the method of the separation carry out a study to identify necessary change to the existing laws, ordinances and regulations and draft detailed legal provisions to bring the separation into effect, besides proposing such changes for approval of legislators.


Mentioning that the KWSB had divided the entire city into four zones, it says that has been done mainly for administrative purposes and from the hydraulic point of view, each zone is not completely isolated from others and the tariffs collected by the KWSB are common to all of these zones while cantonments, the DHA and other bulk consumers are managed by the utility’s bulk transmission department and from the administrative point of view, they are not included in any of these four zones.


The same department, it adds, is responsible for the operation and maintenance of water trunk mains that are passing through these distribution zones.

‘Master Plan solution not practical’

Though the Karachi Strategic Development Plan-2020, also known as the Master Plan, has recommended that the water and waste-water services in the city should be managed and operated by each town, the Jica study says it will not be a practical solution at least in the foreseeable future because of a number of factors including (a) the complexity of the existing water distribution system in which a single water trunk main is supplying a number of towns, whereas many towns are supplied through more than one water trunk main, and (b) the significant economic disparities between towns, making it difficult for some towns to cross-subsidize tariffs from the rich to the poor because of their weak revenue bases.

The report, however, recommends that the city be divided into three distinct hydraulic zones, each separated from the others by the two major rivers in the city – Malir and Lyari rivers – saying that the rationale behind this is that there is only a limited number of existing water mains and sewers that have been laid across these rivers and they can easily be located for the installation of isolation valves or bulk flow meters.


Moreover, the separation of hydraulic zones by the rivers would allow more appropriate approaches for the planning of sewerage and storm-water drainage systems then by the administrative boundaries of the towns, it adds.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-19, 13/06/2008)

Zardari settles KWSB row in city govt’s favour
KARACHI, June 12: A controversy over the administrative control of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has seemingly been resolved due to the intervention of Pakistan People’s Party co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari, who directed the provincial authorities to hand over control of the water utility to the Karachi city government on Thursday.


Mr Zardari issued the directive while presiding over a meeting at the Sindh Chief Minister’s House where Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad, Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Chairman National Reconstruction Bureau (NRB) Dr Asim Hussain, provincial Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani, Sindh Minister for Public Health Engineering Adil Siddiqui, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and others were present.


The focus of the meeting was to review the development of the metropolis and future programmes for the betterment of the citizens.


Insiders told Dawn that Mr Zardari believed that the mandate to run the KWSB should be with the city government and hence he issued directives to reverse the decision through which the Sindh government had reconstituted the board, making the local government minister its chairman.


However, no decision with regard to the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) was taken as Mr Zardari would take a final decision later.


Insiders said that when the matter relating to the KWSB came under discussion, Mr Kamal informed Mr Zardari that the provincial government’s decision to take over the administrative control of the water utility was against the spirit of decentralization and also in conflict with the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO) 2001.

They said Mr Kamal pointed out that although he did not want any confrontation, he believed that the provincial government cannot run the water utility effectively. He also expressed the desire that he was ready to withdraw from the membership of the KWSB.


Sources said that Mr Zardari was apparently convinced with the contentions of Mr Kamal and at one stage he refused Mr Durrani’s proposal to form a committee on the subject.

Insiders privy to details told Dawn that the local government minister was unhappy with Mr Zardari’s decision.

The sources said that the NRB chairman played an important role in this development. He was present during a recent meeting held between the city nazim and Mr Durrani, in which Home Minister Dr Zulfikar Mirza and the Sindh governor were also present. Later, he had briefed Mr Zardari over the matters relating to the KWSB and the KBCA and is believed to have informed him that the points being raised by the Karachi city government were in line with the SLGO 2001.


On April 24, the Sindh government – through a notification – took over the KWSB and KBCA and appointed the local government minister as new chairman and authority, respectively, in place of the city nazim. Mr Kamal, however, implemented an earlier decision of the Sindh government through which he made the KWSB and KBCA as water and sanitation and building control groups of offices’ in the CDGK.

Water tariff
KWSB Managing-Director Suleman Chandio has said that the water tariff for commercial consumers has not been increased since 2001, which will now be revised, adds APP.

He pointed out that the KWSB is recovering Rs2.5 billion annually from water consumers, while annual expenses stand at Rs4 billion. He was talking to a delegation which met him at his office on Thursday.


Mr Chandio pointed out that the water board is spending Rs1.75 billion on electric bills alone.

He told the delegation that coordination committees will be set up for all the industrial areas, including Korangi, Site, F.B. Area, North Karachi and Landhi. He said these committees would have two representatives of the water board and two from the associations concerned. He said efforts would be made to hold monthly meetings of these committees so that problems of water supply and sewerage are effectively highlighted and solved.

He issued a directive for completing the held-up development schemes in Korangi 7-A.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 13/06/2008)

KWSB not handed over to city govt: Durrani

Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani has refuted rumours about the handing over of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK).


Durrani said that a meeting on Thursday was chaired by Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari at the Chief Minister House, wherein it was decided that City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and Durrani would work jointly for the development of the city.


When this scribe asked the minister about the reports that KWSB has been handed over to CDGK, he said for making this change the Sindh government has to issue a notification, which has not been issued by the “competent authority”. 

He, however, disclosed that the city Nazim had put up a demand that KWSB be handed over to CDGK, for which the Sindh government said that this demand “would be considered”.


Durrani said that Mustafa Kamal had pleaded that there was a problem in water distribution for which KWSB should be handed over to CDGK. Durrani, however, opined that they (CDGK) have the right to demand for anything.

The minister said he was fully alive that KWSB has a problem in water distribution but added that till the KWSB evolves a specific system the water distribution should be handed over to Pakistan Rangers. It may be noted that Rangers had handed over water distribution in Karachi to KWSB and this has been transferred to town administrations.

Durrani said he was still the chairman of KWSB and was closely monitoring the performance of the Water Board, adding that he was keen to weed out corruption from the board and was trying to gather concrete evidence to take the corrupt employees to task.


Apart from Durrani, the meeting was attended by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad and City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.

During the meeting, Zardari directed that there should be no confrontation between the CDGK and provincial government and all efforts should be aimed at developing the megapolis.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 13/06/2008)

KWSB to review commercial rate: MD

KARACHI: Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) Managing Director, Suleman Chandio has said that water tariff for commercial consumers have not increased since 2001, but it will now be revised.


The KWSB is receiving 2.5 billion rupees annually from water consumers and its annual expenses are Rs 4 billion out of which Rs 1.75 billion are being spent on electricity bills alone, he said while talking to a delegation of PTA Environmental Society at his office on Thursday. He said that coordination committees will be set up for all the industrial areas of Korangi, SITE, F.B. Area, North Karachi and Landhi. “The committees will have two representatives from the water board and two from associations concerned,” he added.

Efforts will be made to hold monthly meetings so that problems of water supply and sewerage are effectively highlighted and solved. He also issued directives for the held up development schemes in Korangi area 7-A. 

(DailyTimes-B1, 13/06/2008)

Water-crazed mob thrashes MPA, nazims


KARACHI: Frustrated people, exhausted by the constant shortage of water and electricity, gathered at main Manghopir Road and beat up MPA Tahir Qureshi, Nazim Saddar Town Dilawer Khan, Naib Nazim Saddar Town Nasir Taimur, Union Council (UC) Naib Nazim Rais Ghauri and UC Councilor Arif during a protest demonstration Friday evening. 

The residents of Madina Colony, Garden West and its vicinity, including women and children took to the street at 2:00 p.m. and blocked the road from every side and started to burn tires. They then sat down on the road with their families and demanded an immediate water supply to the area. The main roads from SITE area to Garden and from Garden to SITE and other roads connected to Manghopir road backed up with heavy traffic.


More than 10 police mobiles reached the spot from Saddar Town, SITE Town and Jamshed Town. UC-2 Saddar Town councilor Arif tried to placate the mob but he was beaten and his clothes were torn. The councilor was saved by the police. 


DSP Jamshed Town Nawaz Ranjha tried at 6:00 p.m. to talk to the people and warned them that they should evacuate the road within two minutes otherwise force would be used. “Do your job,” the mob brazenly taunted him in response. “Go ahead and kill us. We are being killed by the scarcity of water and electricity as it is.” 

The area has been deprived of water for the last two months and they blocked the road in protest 15 days ago. An MPA of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) assured them that they would be given a supply within the next two days and they believed him, some of them said. 


The people said that these promises have not been kept by the MPA and water tankers are being purchased regularly, for Rs 500, for daily usage. “This area has never seen a shortage like this before. We fear that the KWSB has transferred the supply line to another area,” said a protestor.


Police officers available at the scene told Daily Times that they are trying to contact the city nazim, Saddar Town nazim, the MPA of the area and officials from the KWSB but they have not reached the spot yet. The police, meanwhile, tried clearing one of the roads, and asked people to remain on one side to allow the traffic to pass.

When the protestors didn’t listen to them, the police conducted a ‘lathi charge’ and the crowd retaliated by pelting them with stones. Tear gas was eventually used to disperse the protestors. 


Around 7:30 p.m., Tahir Qureshi, town nazims and a KWSB staff finally reached the scene and tried to console the mob. However, the protestors refused to have any of it, and started manhandling the officials, pushing them around. “We are here to resolve your problem peacefully,” requested Qureshi and Khan to the protestors.

The people replied by demanding the police be removed first before any talks can commence. Qureshi complied and the police were finally ordered to leave the scene. Khan ordered the Saddar Town and KWSB officials to dig the road and check the water lines. “Your problem will be solved within a few days. Till then, water will be supplied by tankers,” he promised the protestors around 10 p.m.


Hearing this, the people dispersed contently. “The shortage of water and this protest is all because of KWSB MD Suleman Chandio and other officials. I informed the MD, myself, 15 days ago but no action was taken,” Khan told.

(By Fareed Farooqui, DailyTimes-B1, 14/06/2008)

Major reshuffle in KWSB
KARACHI, June 15: The KWSB authorities in a major reshuffle have transferred and posted several senior officials, besides terminating the services of nine officials who were working on a contract basis.

KWSB Managing Director Suleman Chandio gave an additional charge of projects to Deputy Managing Director (technical services) Ali Mohammad Palejo, whereas the officer in charge (land and estate), Fareed Soomro, has been posted as the deputy managing director (planning and development).


Mr Palejo would be responsible for monitoring and supervising all the water and sewerage projects, said a spokesman for the utility.


KWSB chief engineer (Zone-II) Najme Alam Siddiqui has been replaced by Malir Town superintending engineer Abdul Rahim Khatti. Mr Siddiqui has been asked to report to the chief administrative officer for posting.


Besides, Water Trunk Mains (WTM) superintending engineer Anwar Saeed has been posted as Malir Town superintending engineer. Bulk Water Supply’s SE Iftikhar Ahmed has been transferred and posted as WTM superintending engineer. Ali Zafar Palejo has been given additional charge of bulk water supply. Imtiaz Ahmed Magsi and Mohammad Ayub Sheikh have been posted as deputy manager (projects).


The spokesman said the managing director on the competent authority’s orders terminated the services of nine officials, who were working on a contract basis.


The officials whose services have been terminated include chief security officer retired major Rehmatullah, security officer retired major Mohammad Nawaz Gondal, personal secretary to the managing director Babu Khan, executive engineer Laeeq Hassan, estimator Imtiaz Ahmed Farooqui, foremen Abdul Saeed Khan and Mohammad Naseem, executive engineer Mehdi Hassan and sub-engineer Mohammad Dawood.


Meanwhile, KWSB Managing Director Suleman Chandio, accompanied by DMD (technical services) Ali Mohammad Palejo and Project Manager Misbahuddin Fareed, visited Dhabeji and Gharo pumping stations on Saturday.


The officials manning the pumping stations were instructed to ensure that the pumps function round the clock and in case of any fault in any pump alternative arrangements be made on war-footing basis.


The MD asked the engineers to improve water distribution system to ensure equitable distribution of water in every nook and corner of the city and told the officials to attend to the complaints of water shortage on priority.

He told them that Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani had ordered that there must not be any complaint concerning water scarcity in any part of the city in the current hot and humid weather.

Water shortage

On Sunday, the city suffered a shortfall of over 10 million gallons of water in the wake of non-availability of electricity at Gharo and North-East Karachi (old) pumping stations.


Sources in the KWSB said that power supply at Gharo pumping station and the NEK (old) pumping station was suspended from 8.25am to 9.55am and from 8.05am to 9.45am, respectively.

Due to the power outages Korangi, Landhi, North Karachi and different blocks of Gulshan-i-Iqbal would face water shortage on Monday, they added.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-15, 16/06/2008)

Bundar Road se Keamari khari he tanker gari


KARACHI: The classic Radio Pakistan song sung by the late Ahmed Rushdie, ‘Bandar road sey Keamari chalay ri meri ghora gari, baboo ho ja na foot path pey!’ cautions the listener to hop onto the footpath as the horse carriage comes by. Ironically, decades later, the song still has meaning even if there is no footpath any more. This time, however, horse carriages have been replaced by tankers, long-haul goods carriers and trailers from Bunder Road (MA Jinnah Road) to Keamari or the Karachi Port Trust Gate No. 15. The message, as with the location, is the same.


They stand in line and park illegally across three lanes of traffic as their drivers wait for computerized copies of shipments before they go into the port. The KPT administration has partially completed the 150-million-rupee KPT Overpass but only vehicles emerging from the port are using it. 

As a result, only two lanes of traffic are left open as the consignments and their drivers wait outside Gate No. 15 on the section of M.A. Jinnah Road, from Native Jetty Bridge to the KPT Fire Station. Trailers and other cargo vehicles not only bring shipments from different parts of the country for export but they also wait to transport imported consignments. Due to the illegal and haphazardly parked vehicles, the residents of Ghass Bander Railway Colony and their children are always at risk. Only two traffic policemen have been deputed to the area. 


“Sometime we have to wait for two days and you only need two to three hours to obtain a copy of the orders,” said Javed, the driver of a 20-wheeler trailer. They had no option but to park outside the gate after greasing the palms of the traffic policemen. Asadullah, a constable, said that there are only four policemen deputed at this busy intersection, two in the morning shift and two in the evening. “It is impossible for two officials to regulate hundreds of vehicles, especially 22-wheeler long carriers,” he said. 


“Sometimes they agree on Rs 20 note for small vehicles but long trawlers, especially loaded ones, have to pay Rs 200 to Rs 400,” said another driver Sharafat Khan who was also waiting for the agent to clear papers so he could offload his consignment. “For the last couple of weeks, the officials have made it compulsory for drivers and cleaners to obtain computerized identity cards with digital photographs for those who wish to enter the port area. We have to prepare new identification cards for every visit, which is another reason agents go through the entire procedure.” 

The waits are so long that the long-haul carriers are always lined up outside the port. The residential population of Ghass Bander Railway Colony has no other way to approach but through the tankers and trailers. According to Abdul Wahid, the owner of a tire shop on the main road, during the last couple of months, four children between the ages of 4 to 8 have died while playing on the road. A few weeks ago, a speeding high-roof van collided with parked vehicles because it was so dark; one man died and three others were seriously injured. 


There are two major entrance points on this road for the carriers, Gate 15 of KPT and Gate 1 near the KPT Fire Station which is operated by Pakistan International Container Terminal (PICT). A KPT spokesman told Daily Times that the new overpass had been completed to overcome these traffic congestion problems which would end after it opens. “Presently, the drivers and cleaners have been issued computerized identification cards and the process takes time,” he said. “These cards will be permanent and the drivers have to punch them when they enter the port area through the new bridge.”

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 16/06/2008)

Nine per cent increase in water tariff from July: MD KWSB

The Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) has decided to increase the water tariff for both domestic and commercial consumers by 9 percent from July. The move is being made reportedly to overcome the board’s financial crisis, and also in an effort to provide better civic services to citizens.


‘The KWSB has not increased its water tariff since 1998 although all other agencies have revised their tariff on a number of occasions in the recent years. We are suffering from the worst financial crisis in our history and the increase in tariff has become inevitable,’ KWSB Managing Director (MD) Engineer Suleman Chandio told reporters at his office on Wednesday. He claimed that the KWSB’s financial crisis was owing to policies of the previous management and many development projects were also dropped because of the liquidity crunch.

‘Over 75 percent of our total one million consumers don’t pay their dues at all. On the other hand, neither the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), nor the Sindh government is willing to help us in overcoming our crisis, which leaves us with the options of revising our tariff and cutting development expenditures,’ Chandio said.


The board is also planning to install water meters for each and every domestic, commercial and industrial consumer, he said, adding that the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank (WB) had assured financial assistance for the project. ‘It will take at least eight to 10 years but after the installation of water meters, consumers will have to pay only for the water they use,’ he said.


Chandio termed the induction of over 6,000 employees in the organisation a financial burden saying around Rs420 million was required only to pay salaries to these people.

‘Much of our workforce, comprising 8,000 employees prior to this induction, was already not required but this new recruitment has created an immense financial burden for the water board,’ he said, and appealed to the CDGK and the Sindh government to help in paying salaries to these KWSB employees.

That said, however, Chandio refused to take any action against the recently-inducted employees saying it was a policy matter and only authorities concerned could take a decision in this regard.


The KWSB MD said that both, the current city nazim (Mustafa Kamal) and the previous nazim (Naimatullah Khan), were honest people and did everything to facilitate the citizens of Karachi. ‘Recently, we needed a place for setting up a hydrant in Jamshed Town for the people of Manzoor Colony and Mahmoodabad. It was the city nazim who provided us land in China ground for the hydrant,’ he said.


Meanwhile, Chandio also bitterly criticized the previous KWSB management, saying they launched development works worth over Rs1.5 billion without looking into the financial situation and in violation of all rules. ‘Not only that, they also paid Rs1.5 billion to contractors. This money was earmarked for payment to the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) as electricity charges,’ he claimed, adding that the KESC liabilities have now crossed Rs4.75 billions.


Chandio appealed to domestic and commercial consumers to pay their dues, saying that nobody could survive in Karachi without water, because subsoil water was not fit for domestic consumption.

‘We fetch water from far-flung places and then provide it to the citizens. This costs money. If a person is paying money to cable operators and other civic agencies, he should also pay for the provision of water and sanitation facilities,’ he said.


The water board has to pay Rs400 million to contractors, but owing to the financial crisis, these bills would be paid at an interest rate of 15 percent per month, Chandio said, adding that and all liabilities would be cleared within the next eight to 10 months.

He said that the KWSB budget would be presented in the governing body meeting of the board and after approval, it would be sent to the provincial government for final approval under KWSB Act of 1996.

It is worth mentioning here that earlier, the City Council used to approve the KWSB budget, but with the taking over of the new management, the budget would now be presented before the governing body of the board.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-14, 19/06/2008)

KWSB notches rate up 9% from July


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has decided to increase its tariff for residential and commercial consumers by nine percent from July 2008 in the face of a financial crisis, announced MD Suleman Chandio on Wednesday. 


An 80-sq yard house owner has to pay up to Rs 250 in water charges (including 5% in dues) and a nine-percent increase will mean up to Rs 275. “KWSB is unable to pay the liabilities of billion of rupees left by the previous MD and his team,” Chandio explained. “Today KWSB can only pay salaries and is not in a position to pay contractors’ bills worth Rs 400 million.” 

During the tenure of the former MD, contracts worth Rs 1.5 billion were awarded but the new MD had to cancel dozens of projects worth Rs 0.5 billion. The dues will be paid monthly at a 16 percent ratio once the water board can manage. KWSB also owes KESC Rs 4.75 billion for which it had set aside Rs 1.5 billion but the previous management spent this money on contractors’ bills. Sixteen cases have been prepared against the corrupt officials. 


The water board is also under the additional burden of Rs 420 million to pay the salaries of 6,000 new employees hired by the caretaker government. It now has 15,000 employees but can only manage to sustain 8,000. 

Also, 75 percent of the total number of consumers not paying their bills and the scheme involving UC nazims to improve recovery has also totally failed. Out of one million consumers only 25 percent are paying their bills regularly.


Chandio said that City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and former nazim Niamatullah Khan were both very cooperative and honest people. He appealed to people to pay their bills. “People pay hundreds of rupees for TV cable services as well as phone bills but are reluctant to pay for water,” Chandio lamented. 

He has directed all executive engineers and heads of departments to submit proposals for the boards of directors meeting on KWSB’s budget. The Asian Development Bank and World Bank have assured financial assistance for water meters. “In the next eight to ten years, every household and commercial consumer will have a water meter at their doorsteps,” the MD said.

(DailyTimes-B1, 19/06/2008)

Water connection granted from boosting station

KARACHI, June 19: The Malir town administration has ordered the installation of a three-inch-diameter water connection directly from a ‘water boosting station’, which is only supposed to supply water in bulk to various pumping stations.

Although the entire locality has been in the grip of an acute water shortage for quite some time, the town administration has taken the step reportedly to appease some influential people residing in a nearby lane.


According to sources, those influential people had approached the town officials complaining of water shortage. The town officials instead of allowing them a connection from the main supply line of the area, issued orders for a connection directly from the Saudabad Water Boosting Station.


Earlier, the connection had been planned for a ‘single house’ only and then the case of an entire lane was taken into consideration and hence work started on laying of the required diameter pipeline ignoring the fact that any new connection could not be granted directly from a pumping station but only from the main line where proper valve operation system existed so that the water supply could be controlled as and when required. Such rules have been devised so as not to disturb supply schedule of other areas and particularly the tail-enders.


A relevant KWSB official, who requested not to be named, said that he had nothing in writing regarding the water connection. “We are simply acting as silent spectators, it is the town administration that is actively carrying out the entire operation,” he said.An official at the pumping station claimed that Malir water supply quota had been reduced to such an extent that people have had started cursing them, and were holding protest demonstrations. They were even holding protest demonstrations in front of the boosting station and accusing us of selling water, he said.


On Sunday and Thursday, labourers were seen busy in the digging work and laying of a water line during off-duty timings under the supervision of an official of the KWSB, and the pipe was to be connected to a six inches diameter pipeline originating from the pumping station.

The labourers also ruled out installation of any valve so that it could be operated as and when required at a time when other areas of Malir continued to face water shortage.


The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has curtailed water quota of Malir Town from Pipri from 5.6mgd to 1.8mgd, causing a shortfall of 3.8mgd.


Area people expressed their concern over the provision of what they called ‘an illegal water connection’ of three inches diameter and that too by the town authorities at the cost of residents of other localities at a time when there was already a water shortage in Khokhrapar, Pak Kausar Town, Saudia Colony, H, G Areas of Khokhrapar, and the H and G Areas of Liaquat Market.


Inquires by Dawn revealed that it would be the first-ever such water connection from the water boosting station where no valve had been installed and supply would remain in the pipeline 24 hours because other areas were supplied water according to an approved water schedule after water was accumulated in the pumping station’s underground tanks.


An area resident said that it was an open violation of the prescribed rules and regulations.

It is worth noting that the water boosting station, which supplies water to four pumping stations, is already facing a water shortage owing to a scant supply from the Pipri source.

(Dawn-18, 20/06/2008)

Massive retrenchment in KWSB put on hold
KARACHI, June 20: A top-level contact between the leadership of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement and the Pakistan People’s Party resulted in the suspension of a Sindh government notification on Friday through which it had terminated the services of about 6,000 employees of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB).


A notification dated June 20 was issued by Local Government Secretary Fazlur Rehman in this regard on Friday. The notification reads: “In pursuance of decision taken by provincial cabinet meeting on April 13, 2008 and directives communicated vide letter No PS/Secy/CMS/2008/3 dated April 25, 2008 by Chief Minister Secretariat Sindh, Karachi, all the appointments in Karachi Water and Sewerage Board by caretaker government during the period from November 19, 2007 to April 8, 2008 are hereby cancelled with immediate effect”.


In its first meeting held on April 13, Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah–led Sindh cabinet decided to review all decisions and appointments made by the caretaker government in the light of reports of departments to find and repeal all appointments and decisions made in violation of rules.


Well-placed sources told Dawn that the notification to terminate the services of about 6,000 employees was issued after the formal approval of Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani. However, within a few hours after the issuance of the notification and following high-level contacts, the Sindh chief minister intervened in the matter and asked the KWSB Managing Director, Suleman Chandio, to suspend the implementation of the notification and not to sack any employee of the water utility.


“On the directives of provincial minister Agha Siraj Durrani, implementation of a notification dated June 20 regarding termination of all appointments made by the caretaker government has been suspended and no employee would be sacked,” said Mr Chandio.


The sources said that the entire leadership of the MQM was shocked when it heard the news of cancellation of KWSB appointments. The London-based party leadership took up the matter with PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and others to express its concern over the development.


They said that the PPP leadership was reminded about its commitment with the MQM that services of employees would not be terminated. The MQM leadership asked as to why thousands of people were sacked from the water board to which the PPP leadership informed the MQM that the matter was not in its knowledge. The top PPP leadership assured the MQM that it would take prompt action.

It is widely believed that the latest round of recruitment in the water board had the blessings of the MQM.


The sources said that the seriousness of the matter could be gauged from the fact that the Sindh chief minister himself directed the KWSB managing director to suspend the notification without taking the local government minister onboard as he was in Larkana in connection with the slain PPP chairperson Benazir Bhutto’s birth anniversary function.

However, a source close to Mr Durrani told Dawn that the issuance of the June 20 notification was a routine matter and in pursuance of the Sindh cabinet’s decision.


Requesting anonymity, a senior government official told Dawn that the decision of the Sindh cabinet regarding cancellation of all employments made by the caretaker government did not apply to appointments made in the district governments. He said that under the constitution, the country has a three-tier system comprising federal, provincial and district governments and the caretaker governments were appointment in the federation and the provinces and not for the district governments.


The KWSB was part of the Karachi city government when the appointments in question were made. The local government minister became the chairman of the water utility when on April 24 the Sindh government reconstituted the board by separating it from the city government.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 21/06/2008)

KWSB almost sacks 6,000 inherited staffers


KARACHI: The Sindh government issued a notification on Friday, sacking 6,000 employees of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) who were inducted during the tenure of the caretaker set-up. Then, late Friday night, the implementation of the notification was stopped on the directives of the Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani. 


A day earlier, KWSB MD Suleman Chandio said that the water board was under severe financial strain and could not afford the new recruits whose salaries meant an extra 420-million-rupee drain on their books. “The Sindh Cabinet took serious notice of the appointment of over 6,000 employees through a political party in the caretaker set-up from Nov 19, 2007 to April 08, 2008 without complying with the regular procedure,” sources said. “They did not consider the financial position of the KWSB, which was already unable to pay existing salaries.” 


The appointments were made in grade two for the posts of watchmen, peons and other staffers.

According to a senior officer with the KWSB’s HR department, Akhlaq Ahmed, the department was consulted before the decision was made and recommendations had been made. But the Sindh government insisted on sacking all such employees appointed because of their political affiliations. 


This decision is not the first one of its kind. MD Chandio recently also reverted the promotions of around 150 officers who had jumped to higher grades during the caretaker set-up. Sources said that these officers got their promotions on the basis of political affiliation and in some cases, the officers of grade 14 were promoted to grade 18 with just two months of effort. There were allegations of bribery as well.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 21/06/2008)

KWSB yet to be handed over to CDGK

The tug-of-war between City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani over the jurisdiction of the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) is yet to be settled. Despite the fact that Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co–chairperson Asif Ali Zardari had instructed at a meeting at the Chief Minister’s House that the KWSB should be handed over to the city government, the KWSB is still under the control of the Sindh government. It is currently headed by Durrani.

Similar directives were also issued by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah but to no avail. Recently, the Sindh LG minister had notified the retrenchment of some 6,500 employees of the KWSB but the notification was revoked after a while.


Kamal insists that the KWSB be handed over to the city government and the stand-off between him and Durrani is now out in the open. The latter, meanwhile, still maintains that the present local government system should be rolled back despite the fact that the system has a protection under sixth schedule till 2009.


National Reconciliation Bureau (NRB) Chairman Dr Asim Hussain has said that differences between the Sindh LG minister and the City Nazim have to be essentially referred to the legal department to decide the issue of handing over of the KWSB. The City Nazim was reported to have been infuriated with many actions taken by the KWSB MD, and he has lots to spill the beans on the minister at the ‘appropriate time’. 


The city government at present is facing a serious monetary crisis, which has hampered the ongoing development projects in the city. It may be noted that the ongoing tug-of-war between the city government and the Sindh LG minister does not serve the cause of the masses, facing a barrage of civic issues to be resolved promptly.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 22/06/2008)

Govt misses target on clean water initiative
RAWALPINDI, June 23: The clean drinking water programme of the federal government is unlikely to achieve the target it set for the installation of filtration plants in the country, as only 4,500 plants are likely to be installed against the target of 6,035 plants during 2007-08.


A review of the installation of filtration plants showed not much progress on the approved policy of having one filtration plant in each union council.


The utilisation of funds remained very low against MTDF targets, when only 440 water filtration plants were established against a target of 646 during 2005-07. This performance is despite the fact that the installation of filtration plants has been taken over by the Ministry of Industries, Production and Special Initiatives from the Ministry of Environment.

The provision of safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and personal hygiene are vital for the sustainable environmental conditions and reducing the incidence of diarrhoea, malaria, trachoma, hepatitis A and B and morbidity levels.


Not having access to water and sanitation is a deprivation that threatens life, destroys opportunity and undermines human dignity. Thus, investing in the provision of safe water supply and adequate sanitation is not only a development oriented strategy, it can also yield other socio-economic benefits in terms of improved health status, quality of labour force and reduced burden-of-disease.


A report of the Planning Commission said inadequate water and sanitation services to the poor increased their living costs, lowered their income earning potential, damaged their wellbeing and made life riskier. The majority of population in the country is exposed to hazards of drinking unsafe and polluted water and inadequate sanitation.

The report said continuing urbanisation, growing population and increasing industrialisation had increased water consumption and correspondingly generated higher volumes of waste-water and solid waste.


Most of the waste-water is not treated and the expansion of the urban water supply schemes without treatment facilities at source is a threat to human health and natural environment.

The report said drinking water supply coverage increased from 65 per cent (55 rural and 85 urban) to 67.3 per cent (56.3 rural and 87 urban), during 2005-07. Sanitation and drainage coverage increased from 42 per cent (30 rural and 65 urban) to 43.3 per cent (31.3 rural and 63.3 urban) during 2005-07.

Under “Clean Drinking Water Initiative (CDWI)”, costing Rs495 million, one water purification plant (WPP) in each tehsil in the country, including Azad Kashmir, Northern Areas and Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) is to be installed.

(Dawn-2, 24/06/2008)

KWSB raises water tariff by nine per cent
KARACHI, June 23: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has increased the water and sewerage tariff by nine per cent for all categories of its consumers, except for those residing in flats, with effect from July 1.


KWSB Managing-Director Suleiman Chandio told Dawn on Monday that a proposal aimed at enhancing the water and sewerage tariff was submitted to the provincial government last week and the Sindh Minister for Local Government, Agha Siraj Durrani, who is also chairman of the KWSB, has now approved the new rates in light of the Sindh cabinet’s decision of 2001, whereby the KWSB was authorized to revise the water tariff by eight to nine per cent not only in the year 2002-03, but also in the subsequent years as well.

The KWSB had last increased the water and sewerage tariff for domestic consumers in 2001-02 and for bulk consumers in 1998.


Divulging the details, he said that since the water and sewerage tariffs have been merged, all consumers will have to pay 25 per cent of their total monthly water bills as sewerage charges.


Flats exempted 

He said that the enhanced rates will, however, not be applicable to apartments, irrespective of their size and covered areas because in most of the cases, it is people belonging to the low and middle-income groups that reside in apartments.

Bulk consumers

Water tariff for different categories of bulk consumers have also been increased from July 1 and as such, the domestic (metered) consumers will now be charged at the rate of Rs48 for 1,000 gallons as against the existing rate of Rs44/1,000 gallons, while the industrial consumers will be charged at the rate of Rs80 per 1,000 gallons as compared to existing Rs73/1,000 gallons. Besides, 25 per cent of the total water charges of domestic (metered), industrial and commercial consumers will be levied on the bills of these categories of consumers under the head of sewerage charges.


Referring to an earlier gazette notification of the Sindh government (dated Oct 4, 2001), he said that the sewerage tariff is applied to all the bulk and retail water consumers, all the constituent bodies, industrial units and agencies under the control of the government, irrespective of their location, who are discharging their sewerage either through the KWSB’s sewerage system or through any other system directly or indirectly, collectively or individually anywhere.


Disconnection drive

The KWSB has decided to launch its water disconnection campaign from Tuesday against its various defaulting bulk consumers belonging to both the federal and Sindh governments and major industrial units.

The KWSB MD told Dawn that the utility has no choice but to disconnect the water connections of its defaulting bulk consumers in order to recover its dues from them, which had already soared to over Rs4 billion.

He said that the KESC, through a notice, has already warned the KWSB that it will disconnect the electricity connections of water installations if its outstanding electricity bills were not cleared within seven days.


Asked how much under the head of water and sewerage charges is outstanding against various departments and organizations of both the federal and Sindh governments, he said that it comes to around Rs4 billion, whereas the KESC charges against the KWSB which had been accumulating in the previous years has gone to as high as Rs4.75 billion.


To another query, he said that the major government organizations and departments of both the federal and Sindh governments which owed Rs4b to the KWSB include Port Qasim, different federal and Sindh ministries, cantonment boards, etc.


Monthly Tariff

Sr. No. Category Water  


1. Domestic un-metered (Sq. yards) (In Rupees) (New) (Existing)

Upto 60 28.34 (26.00)

Upto 61 to 120 37.06 (34.00)

Upto 121 to 200 55.59 (51.00)

Upto 201 to 300 83.93 (77.00)

Upto 301 to 400 120.99 (111.00)

Upto 401 to 600 175.49 (161.00)

Upto 601 to 1000 249.61 (229.00)

Upto 1001 to 1500 525.38 (482.00)

Upto 1501 to 2000 673.62 (618.00)

Upto 2001 to 2500 857.83 (787.00)

Upto 2501 to 3000 1,086.73 (997.00)

Upto 3001 to 3500 1,326.53 (1,217.00)

Upto 3501 to 4000 1,576.14 (1,446.00)

Upto 4001 to 4500 1,842.10 (1,690.00)

Upto 4501 to 5000 2,173.46 (1,994.00)

Above 5000 2,514.63 (2,307.00)

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 24/06/2008)

KWSB seeks monetary help from Sindh govt, CDGK

The Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) has cited severe financial constraints, and has once again sought monetary assistance from the provincial and city authorities for paying salaries to around 6,000 employees recruited by the last caretaker provincial government.

“Currently, we are under tremendous financial stress owing to our liabilities to the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC), contractors and other institutions. We have also cut our development expenditures owing to the lack of resources,” KWSB Managing Director (MD) Engr Suleman Chandio said on Tuesday.


It is worth mentioning here that a few days ago, the Sindh government sacked through a notification all KWSB employees hired under the caretaker Sindh government. Their sacking was, however, halted through another notification on the same day.


Chandio reiterated that owing to the ongoing severe financial crisis faced by the organisation, they could not pay salaries amounting to Rs420 million to these employees and need financial assistance from the government to overcome liabilities.


“Although I have brought this issue to the notice of the authorities concerned, I will once again appeal to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and the provincial government to pay the salaries of over 6,000 employees,” he said.


The KWSB budget for the fiscal 2008-09, Chandio said, was being prepared, and its approval would be sought from the governing body of the board.


On the same day, Sindh Local Government (LG) Minister Agha Siraj Durrani, who is also the KWSB chairman, will inform the media about the salient features of the KWSB budget, Chandio said.

He made it clear that the KWSB budget was being prepared under the KWSB Act 1996 and will be approved by the Governing Body. The final approval would be sought from the provincial government.

The KWSB MD claimed that there was no water shortage in the city since the completion of K-III project which provides an additional 100 million gallons of water per day to Karachi.

“The only problem is due to power breakdowns. Pumping stations cannot operate without electricity,” he said, adding that all 150 pumping stations of the KWSB were powered by the KESC.

“We have had several meetings with the KESC high-ups in the recent weeks to discuss the issue of power breakdowns. We have requested them to exempt pumping stations from load-shedding,” he said but added that unintentional breakdowns owing to faults were more to blame for the limited water supply in certain areas.


Generators cannot be installed at around 100 pumping stations, Chandio said. He cited financial constraints as the reason for this.


The KWSB MD said he was trying his best to ensure that the K-IV project materialised as early as possible. Work on the project, which is expected to provide an additional 600 mgd from the River Indus to the city, will hopefully begin by the end of this year, he said.


Chandio appealed to citizens to cooperate with the KWSB and pay their water bills regularly to help the utility service organisation overcome financial issues.

(The News-13, 25/06/2008)

Durrani stakes out his claim on KWSB

Despite the directives by PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari that KWSB be handed over to City District Government Karachi (CDGK), the Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani presented the KWSB budget 2008-09 on Friday, reigniting a tug-of-war over the control of the water utility.

By presenting the KWSB budget 2008-09 without City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamala, Durrani has reasserted his claim to the chairmanship of the KWSB. Since the water utility’s budget has been approved, sans the city Nazim, the KWSB might not be handed over to the city government at all. On the contrary, the Water Board has demanded hundreds of millions in subsidies and dues from the CDGK.


Earlier, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad had made several attempts to build cordial relations between the minister and the Nazim. During a high-level meeting at Chief Minister House earlier this month it was discussed that KWSB be handed over to city government and Mustafa Kamal had also expressed such a desire.

While the confrontation at local government level continues, the PPP and MQM do not want any kind of bitterness at the top levels. 


Sindh Minister for Local Government Agha Siraj Durrani told The News on Friday that he was not doing anything illegal and was dealing with all the matters in accordance with the law.


Durrani said he has cordial relations with the city Nazim and the issues pertaining to both the parties were being referred to the committees at both ends.

At present, MQM has adopted a policy to avoid any kind of confrontation with the PPP and are adopting a strategy of reconciliation at all levels.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 28/06/2008)

KWSB issues can be resolved with Nazim as MD

After much discussion and debate, and amidst a boycott from the opposition on Friday, the City Council finally passed, by a majority, four resolutions pertaining to the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) and water issues in the city. Among these resolutions was one demanding the handover of the KWSB back to the City District Government, Karachi (CDGK), and, by extension, to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.

During the initial debate, treasury members maintained that the water shortage in their union councils (UCs) had begun only after the water board had been handed over to the Sindh government, and Engr Suleiman Chandio had been appointed KWSB managing director (MD). In retrospect, opposition members claimed that they had had these issues for the past several years, including the time when Kamal was the KWSB MD.


“No issues relating to water and sewerage problems were raised in the council for the past year-and-a-half,” Leader of the House, Asif Siddiqui, said. “This shows that the problems started only after the KWSB management was changed. They can, therefore, be solved only when Kamal is reappointed KWSB MD.”


Opposition leader Jumman Darwan countered this. He reminded the House of instances in the past where the opposition had raised the water issue. “A resolution was tabled on April 16, 2007, about the lack of water supply in rural areas around Karachi,” he said.


Convener of the House, Nasreen Jalil, said that Siddiqui, as the leader of the House, wanted no discussion on the resolutions, and they should, therefore, be put up to a vote. The opposition protested against this. “The House is directed by the wishes of the majority,” Jalil said, leading to much uproar from the opposition, and an equal amount of desk-thumping by the Treasury benches. The convener adjourned the session for five minutes and asked Siddiqui, Darwan and Rafiq Ahmed to confer and decide whether they wanted further discussion on the resolutions or whether they should be put to the vote.

When the session reconvened, Siddiqui said he had not had a discussion with either Darwan or Ahmed. They were asked to discuss it then. Meanwhile, Mohammad Yaqoob Khan (Baldia Town UC-6 Nazim) was allowed to speak.

“I’d like to thank the Treasury members for remembering water problems after three years in power,” he began. He was soon drowned out by vocal protests and sloganeering from the Treasury benches.


Order in the House degenerated severely at this point, with the convener unable to get a word in edgewise. When the Treasury’s slogans against the current KWSB MD died down, the opposition started up with slogans in favour of the MD. Meanwhile, Mohammad Yaqoob Khan ran over to the Treasury members and looked like he was challenging them to a fist-fight. This continued until Shamim Wasi Baig from the opposition alleged that a member of the ruling party had called Mohammad Yaqoob Khan a “dog.”


Ruling party members retaliated by calling Baig a liar. She went up to Jalil’s seat to complain, while the ruckus escalated. The convener decided to adjourn the session for 15 minutes. Meanwhile, the aggrieved parties were called into her chambers where a compromise was reportedly reached, and a thorough investigation into the matter was promised.


When the session reconvened later, Khan picked up where he had left off. “The water situation in my area was the same when Naimatullah was the city Nazim. I hope we get our Haq (rights) during the Haq Parast tenure,” he said.

All four ‘water resolutions’ tabled on Thursday were then clubbed together and put to vote. The opposition protested and said they did not agree with the resolution calling for a change in the KWSB management. When the voting continued, they decided to boycott and walked out. The resolutions were, meanwhile, approved with a majority, after which the opposition members walked back in.


Another resolution calling for the handing over of 2.5 acres of land in Block-2, Scheme-5, Clifton, to the CDGK’s Karachi Development Company was then tabled by the ruling party members.


Opposition members spoke at length on this issue. Many said that the reasons for the handing over of this land were not clarified in the resolution. ‘Will it be used for commercial, residential, or amenity purposes? The resolution needs to state this outright,’ they said.


Many even questioned the legitimacy of the Karachi Development Company. “You don’t need any such companies in the presence of the CDGK,” Rafiq Ahmed said.


Ramzan Awan from the opposition raised another point. “The area specified in this resolution is part of my UC. Why were we were not consulted in this,” he asked.


Treasury members clarified that the land belongs to the CDGK and was being given to the company so that the “land mafia” does not encroach upon it. The land in question is not being sold, they said, adding that it was merely being handed over to a subsidiary of the CDGK. After much discussion along the same lines, the session was adjourned for 30 minutes for a prayer break.

(The News-19, 28/06/2008)

Rs15.717bn KWSB budget gets the nod

The governing body of the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KWSB) on Friday gave approval to a Rs15.717 billion “balanced budget” of the organisation for the fiscal year 2008-09.

The governing body meeting was presided over by Sindh Local Government Minister and Chairman of KWSB, Agha Siraj Durrani, which was attended by 12 of its 15 members including the Managing Director (MD) Engineer Suleman Chandio and secretaries of federal and Sindh governments and others.


Briefing newsmen about the salient features of the budget, MD KWSB told newsmen that for the first time in the history of the organisation, representatives of all stakeholders who are part of the KWSB governing body gave unanimous approval to the budget.


Giving details of the expenditure, he said that as many as Rs2,057 million has been earmarked for establishment while Rs5,939 million has been allocated for operational purposes in next year’s budget. In addition, Rs1,016 million for development projects, Rs345 million for contingency and Rs498 million for repair and maintenance purposes has also been allocated.

According to him, the KWSB will earn around Rs3,500 million through its own resources including by increasing water tariff by nine per cent for all consumers. 


Highlighting the estimated revenue collection, Chandio said that the KWSB was expected to collect Rs5,865 million as water and sewerage charges besides liabilities against different departments of the federal and provincial govts. 


Briefing the media about the development projects to be carried out in the next fiscal year, he said that the federal and provincial governments had consented to give Rs4,263 million for three mega projects including the extension of K-III, the starting of K-IV and the Greater Sewerage Karachi Plan, S-III. He said that Rs287 million has also been earmarked under the Sindh government’s Annual Development Programme (ADP). 


Chandio said that the actual amount owed to the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation’s (KESC) by the KWSB were around Rs3.75 billion, but added that this figure shot up to Rs4.75 billion including late surcharges.

“The KESC liabilities of Rs3.75 billion will be paid by the federal government’s funding as adjustment. We want to pay the actual liabilities at once to the KESC and save Rs1 billion additional surcharge with the help of federal and provincial governments,” he said.


He told a questioner that the major earning of the KWSB was from its bulk consumers who actually consume 100 mgd of water and pay around Rs1,600 million. On the other hand, over 550 mgd of water is consumed by 0.95 million citizens and they only pay Rs800 million to the KWSB, he said adding that KWSB’s bulk consumers swelled to 5,000 from 3,000 during the last few years.


However, the bulk water consumers should pay double the amount they are currently paying and it should be around Rs3200 million, Chandio said, adding that, after installation of water meters to industrial and bulk consumers’ connections, KWSB’s revenue would increase manifold. 


Chairman KWSB, Agha Siraj Durrani, defended disconnecting water connections of defaulters including commercial and domestic consumers. 


Meanwhile, during the KWSB governing body meeting, several resolutions were also adopted calling upon other agencies and federal, provincial and local governments to cooperate with the organisation.

In a resolution, the KESC was asked not to disconnect the power of water and sewerage installations as the government and Wapda have already exempted them from disconnections and load management.

The resolution stated that it was also decided by the government that KWSB arrears against federal and provincial government departments shall be deducted at sources and be transferred to the KESC.

In another resolution, the CDGK and the government of Sindh were asked to reimburse KWSB’s paid amount against receivables from them to set right KWSB accounts and enable it to pay KESC dues. 


The federal government was requested through another resolution to expedite funding for K-IV project. The federal government was also requested to sanction additional 1,200 cusecs water up to 2025 against the federal government quota likewise the CDA, Islamabad, as Karachi contributes over 70 per cent revenue to the national exchequer.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-13, 28/06/2008)

City’s ruling party wants KWSB back


KARACHI: Treasury members in the City Council belonging to the Haq Parast Group lashed out at the KWSB’s poor performance and demanded the removal of MD Suleman Chandio. They also adopted seven resolutions out of which four were KWSB-related in a session marred by chaos and mismanagement. 


The session was presided over by City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil who once again had to face the unruly benches whose members did not shy from using abusive language, forcing her to suspend the session a couple of times. At one point, Jalil complained that the treasury members were also ignoring her directives. “If this continues, it will be difficult to run the business of the House,” she pointed out.


Treasury members, including Leader of the House Asif Siddiq, Abdul Jalil, Arshad Qureshi, Salman Baloch, Javed Jadoon, had demanded the removal of the water board’s MD and blamed him for the city’s water scarcity. 


The resolutions on the water board were that the administration of the KWSB should be returned to the city government, superintendent engineers of all towns should be empowered financially, at least one UC nazim from each town should be a KWSB coordinator and the management of hydrants should be handed over to town administrations. The resolutions were adopted unanimously. The House also adopted one to hand over 2.5 acres to the Karachi Development Company Pvt. Limited, a subsidy of the city government. 


Opposition members, including leader Juman Darwan, Rafiq Ahmed, Ramzan Awan, Abdul Razzaq, Yousuf Naz, raised their points in favour of the water board but they were drowned out by the treasury. 


“The City Council had adopted a resolution a couple of months ago and vowed to provide potable water to the rural areas of the city but in the last three years, not a single goth in the three major towns, Keamari, Bin Qasim, Gadap, were provided water. The whole of Karachi is being supplied water through major pipelines passing through Malir and Gadap but the people living in ancient villages don’t have water,” said Juman Darwan. He also said that the provincial government had taken administrative charge of KWSB after people had complained. 


Other members from the Opposition demanded that the city government should clarify the status of the UC funds worth Rs 9.6 million each for 178 union councils and also threatened to register their protest in the budget session to be chaired by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal today (Saturday). 

The session will resume today (Saturday) at 5:30 p.m.

(DailyTimes-B1, 28/06/2008)

KWSB presents Rs 15b first balanced budget


KARACHI: Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) MD Suleman Chandio, in the presence of chairman LG Minister Agha Siraj Durrani, presented their budget of Rs 15.717 billion for the next fiscal year, 2008-09, on Friday. 

The MD said that the KWSB governing body approved the balanced budget, after consultation of the 12 members. “This is the first time in the history of the KWSB that so many stakeholders participated in the budget session and took a unanimous decision.” 


In the next fiscal year, the water board will spend Rs 2.057 billion on establishment, Rs 5.939 billion on operations, Rs 1.016 billion on development, Rs 498 million on repairs, and Rs 345 million on contingency. It looks to earn Rs 3.5 billion from its own resources and is going to increase the water tariff by nine percent for all residential and commercial consumers. 


Next fiscal year, KWSB plans to collect Rs 5.865 in water and sewerage charges and collect from the federal and provincial governments. “The CDGK will pay KWSB Rs 617.582 million and the Sindh government Rs 355.951 million. Besides this, we will also appeal to the city government to release Rs 3.89 billion in subsidies from the OZT share as it has not done so since 2001, when the new local government system (SLGO 2001) was adopted.” 


From 1983, when the KWSB was formed, the defunct Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) gave a 10 percent subsidy until 2001 when it stopped. “The Sindh government issued an SRO, asking the CDGK to release two percent from its OZT share to the KWSB annually, but during the last eight years the CDGK has not given a single penny. The dues are now Rs 3.89 billion. We will request the CDGK to issue these funds to help end our crunch,” he added. 


The CDGK can give a maximum 10 percent subsidy to any department and the KWSB is asking only for a measly minimum 0.22 percent to pay salaries to the 6,000 recently inducted employees. Their total salaries come to Rs 437 million annually. “Although their reinstatement is being tackled by the Sindh government we will pay their salaries till it is resolved,” he said.


Next fiscal year, the federal and Sindh governments have agreed to issue Rs 4.263 billion for three projects, the extension of K-III, start of K-IV and the Greater Sewerage Karachi Plan S-III; Rs 287 million has also been allocated under the Sindh government’s Annual Development Programme. 


KESC liabilities (Rs 4.75 billion) will be paid with federal government funding as an adjustment and this will not be a big burden on the KWSB. “The actual amount is only Rs 3.75 billion and one billion rupees are for late payment. We want to pay the KESC at once and save this additional cost of one billion rupees,” he said. 

KWSB has increased its bulk consumers from 3,000 to 5,000 in the last three years and they are paying Rs 1,600 million for 100 MGD. The rest of the 0.95 million consumers use 550 MGD and pay only Rs 800 million.

(By Jamil Khan, DailyTimes-B1, 28/06/2008)

City govt is not responsible for KWSB matters
KARACHI, June 29: The controversy over the administrative control of the water utility took a new turn on Sunday when City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal declared that he was no longer responsible for the water and sanitation problems facing the citizens. He advised the people to approach the local government minister for the solution of their problems pertaining to water and sanitation.


Speaking at a post-budget press conference, the nazim categorically said that he wanted to inform the masses that he had nothing to do with the city’s water and sewerage issues. “I am not responsible [for the KWSB] and I am helpless,” he said.


Referring to the several statements made by Local Government Minister Agha Siraj Durrani claiming to be the chairman of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the nazim said that by virtue of his position as the chairman, the minister was now responsible for the city’s water and sewerage system and people should either approach the minister or the management of the water utility to lodge their complaints.


Mr Kamal said that the provincial government took control of the water utility since they were sceptical about the performance of the city government. “Now it is their turn to prove that they can perform better than the city government,” said the nazim.


The nazim replied in the negative when asked whether the city government would pay salaries of some 6,000 employees of the KWSB as had been suggested by its managing director, Suleman Chandio.

“Why should the city government pay salaries to the employees of the KWSB?” he said. He said that the KWSB had passed its budget for 2008-09 and, therefore, it was not included in the city government budget.


Observers may recall that on April 24 the Sindh government took over the administrative control of the KWSB by removing the nazim from the chairmanship of the water utility and appointed the Sindh LG minister in his place.

However, after a series of meetings, finally the matter came under discussion at a high-level meeting presided over by the Pakistan People’s Party co-chairman, Asif Ali Zardari, on June 12 during which he had agreed that the mandate to run the water utility should be with the city government. However, the LG minister resisted the move and till date he has been controlling the KWSB.


Coming to the CDGK budget, the nazim said the City Council had passed a surplus budget with an outlay of Rs37.1 billion. He congratulated all the Haq Parast council members for the passage of the budget in a democratic manner. He, however, criticised the opposition for adopting, what he called, a non-serious and undemocratic attitude during the budget session.


Mr Kamal said that there was a shortfall of around Rs2 billion in the head of the provincial government’s grant and over Rs1 billion would be spent on the increase in salaries of the city government’s employees.

“Despite facing this shortfall, the Haq Parast leadership of the city government will not stop any development work in the city and for this purpose we will minimise non-development expenditures,” he added. He said that in the budget, the allocation in the health and education sectors had been increased by nine and 26 per cent, respectively.

Responding to a question about the protest by opposition members during his budget speech, he clarified that under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, the city government was not bound to fund the union councils directly.

“Last year, we had disbursed Rs820 million to the UCs out of which Rs300 million had been given to the opposition UC nazims,” he said. He said the city government had started direct funding to the UCs during the era of the former city nazim, Niamatullah Khan, when his opposition had threatened him that they would not cooperate with him in the passage of the budget.


The nazim said that for the next financial year, the city government allocated Rs1 billion for the UCs. “I will not use this fund as a political bribe and its distribution will be made on merit and on the basis of the nature of projects of the UCs concerned,” he said.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-13, 30/06/2008)
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