‘Federal occupation’ of twin islands

Political parties back strike call

KARACHI: Sindh’s nationalist and democratic parties have appealed to the people of the province to observe a complete shutter-down strike on January 10 (Wednesday) to record their protest against the “federal occupation” of Sindh’s twin islands - Bundal (Bhundhar) and Buddo (Dingi). 


A consultative meeting of various parties, called by Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) at Sachal Hall, Ibrahim Hyderi, on Saturday afternoon, resolved to launch a joint political struggle to save these islands. 


Representatives of Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz), Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaaf, Awami Tehreek, National Workers Party, Jeay Sindh Mahaz, Sindh National Front, Sindh National Party, Sindh National Congress, Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STP) and Jeay Sindh Qaumparast Party participated in the meeting.


In a joint statement issued after the meeting, these parties appealed to the people to observe province-wide strike on Jan 10 to say “no” to “federal occupation” of Sindh’s twin islands and other resources. They also called upon their workers to show full strength on the day. It was agreed that the heads of political parties would visit the twin islands on January 20, besides participating in a walk against the construction of new city at the same place. 


Participants warned the Dubai-based company Emmar, which has undertaken the development work of the new city on the twin islands, that it should not indulge itself in this controversial project, “as it would prove nothing but a loss to its investment”.


Speaking on the occasion, Chairperson PFF Mohammad Ali Shah said that until Sindh’s political parties come into action, the fishermen could not save the islands alone. Soon after forced migration of fishermen from the twin islands, the fishermen had been barred from fishing and cleaning their nets near these islands, he added. 

Shah said that the people of Sindh were protesting against the construction of Kalabagh dam, whereas the rulers were threatening them by announcing to construct more dams on Indus. 


Saleem Zia of PML (N), supporting the strike call, alleged that the occupation of twin islands was part of a long-term conspiracy to convert Sindhis into a minority. He cited examples of partition of Hyderabad Division and removal of Sindhi villages from Karachi. 


Zia warned the regime to stop oppressing the people as there has already been too much killings in Waziristan and Balochistan. 


Haji Shafi Mohammad Jamote, Director Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS), denied the allegations that his brother was involved in a contract to initiate work on the twin islands.

He said none from his family was involved in any kind of contract with the government, adding that such stories were an attempt to sabotage the struggle of the fishermen.


Last year, the federal government allowed Emmar through a memorandum of understanding to develop “Diamond Bar Island City” on the twin islands. The company has pledged to invest $43 billion on the project.

(The News-3, 07/01/2007)
Twin islands property of Sindh govt

KARACHI: The twin islands of Bundal and Buddu were the property of the Sindh government.

This was stated by Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister, Dr Dost Muhammad Memon, on Saturday.

In a statement issued here, the adviser maintained that Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim would not compromise on the rights of Sindh. He informed the mediamen that five Dehs including Ibrahim Haideri, Rerhi, Peepri, Ghangro and Baqrain had provided 13,635 acres of land to Port Qasim for port purposes. 


He said that this land also included the twin islands of Buddu and Bandal. He stated that for the sake of development and progress of the province, foreign investment should not be opposed and assured that interests of Sindh would be protected at all levels. 


Memon observed that some anti-government elements were trying to politicise the twin island issue. 

He said that the CM always represented the people of Sindh regarding issues like the NFC Award, new water resources and took decision in the better interest of the people.

(The News-3, 07/01/2007)
Province-wide strike today

KARACHI: The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), nationalist and political parties of Sindh will observe province-wide strike and black day on Wednesday (today) against the so-called ‘federal occupation’ on Sindh’s twin Islands — Bundal (Bhundhaar) and Buddo (Dingi).

The strike is being observed on the call given by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF).


Chairperson PFF Mohammad Ali Shah has appealed to the citizens to make the strike a success by suspending their businesses and day-to-day affairs.


Talking to The News Shah said that they would save the Sindh’s islands and fishermen’s livelihood at any cost, adding that the development work on the part of the government has started at the twin islands and fishermen are being barred from fishing and cleaning nets on these islands.

He said the government had committed human rights violations by jeopardising the survival of around 600,000 fishermen and also violated the international agreement of ‘Ramsar Convention’ of which Pakistan is a signatory since 1976 and the convention bounds member countries to preserve their ‘wetlands’, and being a part of the Indus-Delta these wetlands are protected sites.


The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) had also declared these islands as ‘high priority areas’. Bundal Island, one of the largest islands of Indus Delta, is a breeding ground for endangered green turtle. 


Meanwhile, Chairman Sindh National Front (SNF), Mumtaz Bhutto, Awami Tehreek Chief Rasool Bux Palijo, Chairman Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party, Dr Qadir Magsi, Central leader National Workers Party, Yousuf Masti Khan, Jamiat Ulma-e-Islam (JUI) Sindh leader Dr Khalid Mahmood Soomro, Saleem Zia of Pakistan Muslim League-N, Zubair Khan of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf, Abdul Khaliq Junejo, Chairman Jeay Sindh Mahaz, Liaqat Kazmi of Sindh National Front, Pir Jalal of Sindh National Congress, Illahi Bux Bikak of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM), Qamar Bhatti head of Jeay Sindh Qaum Parast Party have supported the strike call and appealed to the masses to prove their strength by staying home and suspending their businesses.

(The News-3, 10/01/2007)
Fishermen observe strike against sale of twin islands

KARACHI: The fishermen observed a shutter-down strike and black day against the ‘federal occupation’ on Sindh’s twin islands — Bundal (Bhundhaar) and Buddo (Dingi) — on Wednesday.

As a result, hundreds of boats remained anchored in protest against the selling of twin islands to a Dubai based construction company, Emaar, which intend to develop the Diamond Bar Island City.


On the call given by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) and Sindh’s major political parties, complete strike and black day was observed in the coastal belt of Karachi, including several other cities of the province.

The fishermen and major stakeholders showed their reservations on the project and said that it would endanger their livelihood. 


The strike call was also supported by the Pakistan People’s Parliamentarians (PPPP), Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam.


Sami Memon, media coordinator of the PFF said it was a joint call by the political parties and called it a successful protest against the federal occupation. 


All business activities in Sindhi and fishermen areas of the city remained suspended, while fishermen hoisted black flags on boats and their houses. Although major markets of Karachi remained open, strike was observed in Gulshan-e-Hadeed, Ghughar Phattak, Pipri, Razaqabad, Yousuf Goth (village), Bhains Colony, Memon Goth, Sachal Goth, Bhittai Abad, Safooran Goth, Malir, Rehri Goth, Ibrahim Hyderi, Chashma Goth, Karachi Fish Harbour, Khadda Market, Shireen Jinnah Colony, Keamari, Hawks bay, Abdullah Goth, Mubarak Goth, Sangu Goth, Gulshan-e-Maymar, Ayub Goth, Bilal Colony, Dhani Bux Goth, Chakra Goth, Jumma Goth and other areas of fishermen community.


A protest demonstration led by Saeed Baloch, Secretary General of the PFF, Kausar Sadiq and Majeed Motani was held at the Karachi Fish Harbour in front of the Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS). 

They chanted slogans against the sale of the islands and forced migration of the fishermen and also demanded that the agreement with ‘Emmar’ be withheld and islands should be handed over to the fishermen.

(The News-3, 11/01/2007)
Tree felling in Lahore

IT seems that the Lahore administration has no regard for the environmental damage that will be done by some of its development projects. It has already slaughtered 5,000 trees to pave the way for eight underpasses and it has done so without paying any attention to the repercussions these projects can have on adjoining areas or the people who reside there. Now another 400 will be felled for yet another underpass, this time on the city canal. In its suggestions regarding the project, the Environmental Impact Assessment report lays down some points to reduce environmental degradation, one of which is “compensating the loss of flora and proper landscaping.” It is disappointing the report does not suggest alternatives to the felling of trees. It doesn’t seem to take into account that bushes and plants that have a girth of below one foot will also be destroyed. It is not just trees that are the victims of this development drive, peoples’ homes and buildings will also be demolished in order to construct the underpass. It is feared that pollution in the canal is likely to increase as a result of the construction. Then there is the inconvenience all this is going to cause the residents. However, the city administration has remained aloof to all this.


No one is against development needs but certainly not at the cost of environmental degradation. It is criminal to chop down trees so as to widen the roads in order to accommodate a growing number of vehicles. Much damage has already been done but it is not too late to avert further devastation. The government cannot shirk its responsibility of protecting the environment. It must seek alternative methods that allow development without claiming too heavy a price out of environmental assets.

(Dawn-7, 12/01/2007)
Diamond Bar Island City project: 

Foundation stone to be laid this month


KARACHI: The Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has finalized all arrangements for the laying of the foundation stone of the controversial Diamond Bar Island City on Bandal and Buddo islands off Karachi, which is expected to take place towards the end of this month, Daily Times learnt on Thursday. 

According to PQA sources, the president is expected to lay the foundation stone of the project during the third week of January. Federal minister for shipping and ports Babar Khan Ghauri told Daily Times Wednesday, however, that no date has been finalized as yet. 


Sources said that a meeting was held at Governor House on Thursday to discuss preparations for ceremony. According to them, high-ups of the PQA and the ministry of ports and shipping attended. A PQA officer Afsaruddin Talpur was also among the participants of the meeting and he left for Dubai in the evening. It is pertinent to mention here that a Dubai-based construction firm, Emaar Properties, would develop the proposed island city at an estimated cost of 45 billion dollars. 


Member of the land utilization department, Khalid Mehmood Soomro, was not available for comment as he is in Saudi Arabia to perform Hajj. However, senior member, Board of Revenue, Anwar Haider, told Daily Times that he was not invited to the meeting. 


The project had developed into a dispute between the provincial government and the PQA over the ownership of the islands. The Sindh government had strongly objected to the leasing of the twin islands to a foreign firm through the PQA, claiming that the islands were the property of the provincial government. Soomro had prepared the case in favour of the provincial government. But the PQA had claimed that the islands were its property. 


Various political parties and non-governmental organizations belonging to Sindh have opposed the project on different grounds. They had organized protest demonstrations and rallies against the proposed city. On Wednesday, a shutter-down strike was also observed across the province. 


Meanwhile, work for the foundation-stone laying ceremony is underway on the islands. A jetty of a local influential person was being used for the transfer of the required material to the islands by boat. 


Chairman of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, Syed Muhammad Ali Shah, has vowed to continue their struggle against the project. His organization was opposing the project on the grounds that it would affect the livelihood of local fishermen. He said that the PFF has planned to arrange a visit of politicians and the media to the islands on January 20.

(By Razzak Abro, Daily Times-B1, 12/01/2007)

Diamond Bar Island City project: Dubai-based firm to make 85% profit

In exchange for developing the Diamond Bar Island City on Bandal and Buddo islands, the Dubai-based firm M/S Emaar Properties would get 85 percent profit from the project, sources in the Port Qasim Authority (PQA) told Daily Times Friday. 

According to the officially agreed upon formula, both M/S Emaar and the PQA would enter into a 15 percent-85 percent profit sharing partnership. M/S Emaar would provide all capital funding to develop the land and the PQA would lease out 12,000 acres of the two islands to the construction firm. The estimated cost of the project is US$43.135 billion. 


According to the proposed land-use plan, the project would have residential villas and apartments, hotels, shopping centres, offices and business centres, a golf course, hospitals, clinics, schools, technical institutions, universities, a marina, resorts, theme parks and co-generation plants. There would also be six to eight lane highway bridges linking the proposed Diamond Bar Island City with the main city land. 


According to sources, the PQA had signed the MoU for the project with Emaar after canceling the lease of some 2,669 acres of land of Bandal Island to the Pakistan Navy (PN) that the PQA had granted it in 1980. The PQA had leased the land to the PN on an annual rent basis for defence purposes. The PQA cancelled the lease on the grounds that the PN had failed to establish navel facilities on the land and pay the due payment to the PQA. In July 2005, the PQA had served notice to the PN authorities to vacate the land. 


The PN did not, however, want to vacate the land and approached the PQA in March 2006 with the request that the lease agreement should not be cancelled as it was still under process with the military authorities for approval of its operational utilization plans. The PQA rejected the request made by the PN authorities, cancelled the lease in April 2006, and directed it to formally hand over the control of the land. 


Sources said that the PQA had also cancelled the land lease to the PN in 1993 but had latter withdrawn its orders after the military authorities concerned had approached it and assured it that navel facilities would be established soon.

(By Razzak Abro, Daily Times, 13/01/2007)

PM or president to settle islands dispute now


KARACHI: No further meetings to settle the ownership of Bundal and Buddo islands are expected between the Port Qasim Authority and Sindh government as the matter now lies with the prime minister or the president, sources in the provincial law department said Saturday. 


According to these sources, the last meeting was held Thursday with Attorney General of Pakistan Makhdoom Ali Khan in which both parties had presented their legal claims. Now, they added, the attorney general would submit his report to the federal government authorities. He held the meeting under the directives of the prime minister. 


“We do not intend to approach a court of law against the PQA or the federal government,” an officer of the law department said, adding that the provincial government would prefer instead to settle the dispute amicably. He said that the law department has advised the Sindh chief minister against going to court.


According to the law officer, while the provincial government has powerful grounds in favour of its claim confusion had been created by two sections of the 1973 Constitution. During the last meeting, the PQA authorities had made a reference to Section 2 of Article 172 of the Constitution in favour of its claim, and the provincial government had cited Section 1 of the same article. Section 1 of the Constitution says, “Any property which has no rightful owner shall, if located in a province, vest in the Government of that province, and in every other case, in [the] federal government”. Section 2 of the said article says however, “All lands, minerals and other things of value within the continental shelf or underlying the ocean within the territorial waters of the Pakistan shall vest in the federal government”.


According to PQA sources, the president is expected to lay the foundation stone of the project during the third week of January.


It is pertinent to mention here that a Dubai-based construction firm, Emaar Properties, would develop the proposed island city at an estimated cost of 45 billion dollars. 


The project had developed into a dispute between the provincial government and the PQA over the ownership of the islands. The Sindh government had strongly objected to the leasing of the twin islands to a foreign firm through the PQA, claiming that the islands were the property of the provincial government. Soomro had prepared the case in favour of the provincial government. But the PQA had claimed that the islands were its property. 


Various political parties and non-governmental organizations belonging to Sindh have opposed the project on different grounds. They had organized protest demonstrations and rallies against the proposed city. Meanwhile, work for the foundation-stone laying ceremony is underway on the islands. A jetty of a local influential person was being used for the transfer of the required material to the islands by boat.

(Daily Times-B1, 14/01/2007)

Islands deal sets off debate on key issues
KARACHI, Jan 14: While the controversy between the federal and Sindh governments over the ownership of the two islands Bundal and Buddo, handed over to a UAE-based firm ‘Emaar Group’ still remains unresolved, it has become a matter of provincial autonomy, and survival for a vast majority of the fishing community.


Without prejudice to the stated position that the islands did not belong to the Port Qasim Authority and the federal government had no locus standi to strike a deal with a foreign company for the land that actually belonged to the provincial government, sources opposed to the deal also accused the federal government and the PQA of ignoring the procedure for such transactions.


They also maintained that the Sindh chief minister’s recent outburst was mere eyewash to hoodwink the people of Sindh. In this context they also pointed out that despite chief minister’s repeated opposition to the deal, which they claimed was more influenced by his problems with the MQM, the Sindh Cabinet had on October 3, 2006 decided to support the mega project on the two islands. The chief minister taking a U-turn had said that the land was not superior to development so the project would not be opposed.


According to sources, the Port Qasim Authority had spelt out certain criteria for allotment of plots, within its jurisdiction. According to that policy one acre of land would cost Rs400, 000 during 1991-96.


In 1996 the price was raised to Rs600,000 per acre. Again in 1998 it was enhanced to Rs1 million. In 2000 two blocs were created — eastern and north western blocs. Cost of one acre land in the eastern bloc was fixed at Rs1.5 million and for the north western it was Rs2 million per acre. The cost of land in these blocs had not been raised but a premium of Rs500,000 had been added to the cost against fast track charges.


Sources claim that none of this was followed in the islands’ transaction and maintain that if it was assumed that the property in question belonged to the PQA, what right it had to pass on more than 12,000 acres of land, free of cost to a foreign developer, who would remit 85 per cent of the income generated from the activities on the controversial islands.

The Port Qasim Authority would retain only 15 per cent. Out of 12,000 acres,

5000 was on the island and the rest would be reclaimed from the sea, the sources claimed.

They pointed out that under the MoU basic amenities, water, power, gas and infrastructure would be provided by the Pakistan government.


Sources pointed out that if the land would have been given under the establish-ed allotment policy at Rs2.5 million per acre, it would have fetched Rs30 billion to the PQA. But it was not done although recently the PQA auctioned half acre land for a petrol pump for about Rs58 million. The sources estimate that if the laid down policy would have been followed it would have yielded Rs15.92 trillion.


They pointed out that the PQA board of directors was reconstituted without the approval of the National Assembly.

They also alleged that the no-confidence move against the town nazim of the area was also part of the ruling coalition partner’s policy of removing all stumbling blocs.


They demanded that investigation should be carried out to determine who actually benefited from this “shady deal” and how much of the country’s money has been siphoned out offshore.


Sources also claimed that while handing over the two islands to a foreign company, country’s coastal security issues had not been given due consideration nor had it been explained who would be responsible for passenger handling on the island city. They pointed out that for security reasons initially Pakistan Navy had pitched its outpost on these islands because they were at the mouth of a network of creeks that could be used by infiltrators from the sea. They alleged that the ruling coalition had plans to sell the coastal belts to distant owners under the garb of privatisation. “Selling borders is alarming,” said a source in the fishing community which had been protesting against the deal.


The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) was constantly opposing this project as it believes that it will cast a negative impact on the lives and livelihood of the local fishing communities.

Besides the destruction of basic and traditional source of livelihood of the poor fishing communities, it would render the entire marine ecological system unsustainable. Hundreds of fishing grounds would be annihilated. The unemployment ratio among poor fisherfolk will also increase.

(Dawn-15, 15/01/2007)

Building Disneyland on sand


Islamabad seems to be pushing ahead with its plans to develop the two islands off the coast of Sindh. The plan is to carve out fantastic real estate pieces on these islands to attract investment from all over the world, as has happened in the case of Dubai. After all, if an island state like Dubai has drawn the world’s attention and is attracting dollars and all sorts of currencies, why not the two islands in Sindh? 


The real estate development on these two islands is meant to attract the upper-middle-class from all over the world and from Pakistan itself. More appropriately, such real estate development matches similar progress being made in other parts of the country. The boom in real estate prices in the country is astonishing. Centaurus, a Dubai-based company responsible for constructing the business-cum-residential complex in Islamabad, has managed to sell four penthouses for Rs160 million each. Similarly, houses built by another Dubai-based company, Emmar, in the Islamabad-Rawalpindi area are on offer for Rs30 million. This being so why not take development to the backward province of Sindh as well? This matches the neo-liberal paradigm of allowing the private sector to contribute towards the country’s socio-economic progress. 


The real estate development on these two islands also dovetails with Islamabad’s plans for Balochistan, a province being eyed for its precious natural resources such as oil and gas. The Pakistani government is eager to allow foreign companies to explore the two natural resources in exchange for the much-needed foreign exchange. A flow of foreign capital is what is needed to sustain economic progress and turn Pakistan into a potent ‘Asian Tiger’. 


More important, a lot of economists and social scientists are of the view that this economic progress will bring peace and stability to Pakistan and strengthen democracy in the country. A poor and illiterate nation cannot wisely decide about its future. 


The role model in undertaking all this planning appears to be the sheikhdom of Dubai, which has transformed into a financial hub of the region. Dubai also exemplifies an ‘enlightened and moderate’ Islamic state. Western and other non-Muslim businessmen can fly into Dubai and enjoy the best of both worlds. The island’s real estate and tourism attracts people from all over the world and even celebrities (Michael Jackson for one) have invested in property in Dubai. News of the rich and famous coming to Dubai attracts more people.


What is even better is the fact that the level of security in Dubai is excellent. There is no evidence of militancy or of people disturbing a certain kind of a life style even though they might not agree with it. It is altogether a different story that the Sheikhs may be funding charities or outfits which then encourage militancy elsewhere. 


All of this looks excellent until one begins to ask whether this development is connected with the human resource in the Island. The economic progress in Dubai is disconnected with the capacity of the indigenous people. Dubai is actually Disneyland built on sand because it is a case of socio-economic development attained through renting out the sources of the Island to foreign capital and manpower. The sheikhdom is a major attraction for skilled and semi-skilled manpower from abroad, especially the West. 


Western managers run most of the major businesses, and the lower-end jobs are given to the labour from East European states and South-East Asia. While key members of the royal family or other significant members of the sheikhdom benefit from the financial returns from hiring foreign help, the capacity of the indigenous human resource remains limited. 


This is different from Singapore where the nationals are involved in the economic progress and development. Unlike Dubai, the people of Singapore are educated and sufficiently trained to run the economy without major dependence on foreign human resources. 


So, why does Islamabad want to build another Disneyland on sand? The real estate development in the two aforementioned islands might bring in hard cash, but it would amount to selling the land without creating indigenous and sustained capacity for economic development. Turning these islands into tourist resorts might bring in money but it will also increase the disparity between the visitors and the indigenous community, which will be left only to undertake menial jobs in five-star hotels or, perhaps, engage in other unsavoury activities. A glance at the tourist trade in Sri Lanka will show the increase in child-sex and prostitution in areas around major hotel resorts. 


How about training the local people, especially the fishermen of the island, who, at the moment, are being marginalised to make room for outsiders? Setting up new industries and developing projects which involve and retrain the fishermen and other local people would reap better dividends and create a healthy socio-political environment. 


The crux of the matter is that top-down development, especially any economic progress which marginalises the local people, is inherently problematic. It will always have the seeds of conflict. Balochistan is another sub-region that demands greater economic progress, which can be made through initially investing in the development of the indigenous human resources and by involving the people in decision-making or planning regarding the exploration and exploitation of local resources. 


Islamabad’s current approach towards Balochistan is far too confrontational to allow for peaceful socio-economic development. In fact, the situation is so tense that foreign companies are unwilling to invest money in oil and gas exploration due to the astronomical cost of security and insurance, the rates for which have sky-rocketed. Reports indicate that there are few buyers for the government’s shares of Pakistan Petroleum Limited, and the only foreign company, which has purchased a license for gas exploration, is unable to start work due to the security situation. Foreign aid donors find it absolutely impossible to provide development aid for Balochistan, since they do not have any mechanism to ensure that the aid is being utilised judiciously. 


In pursuance of its economic progress agenda, the federal government has eagerly classified all Baloch nationalists as anti-state elements who will be dealt with severely and taken to task. Most of these people are fighting for a greater share for indigenous population in the division of the resources of their province. They do not want civil and military bureaucrats or businessmen from other provinces, especially Punjab, to decide the fate of these resources. It is a fact that most of the senior bureaucrats in responsible positions in Balochistan are from Punjab. It is equally unfair to expect the local people to become versed in Pakistani nationalism, particularly when they have not benefited from it in decades. 

Understandably, the international economic environment is far too competitive and market forces too restless to wait for the unskilled indigenous manpower to learn skills. However, without training the human resources in Sindh, Balochistan or other parts of the country, Islamabad can only hope to create make-believe Disneylands on sand. What is even more problematic in this situation is that the local people are far too agitated to let Islamabad build its islands of development at a minimal cost. Constant friction and unhappiness of the local population will make it difficult for the government to ensure an affordable cost of security for its economic development ventures.


And even if Dubai were to serve as a role model, the one lesson to be learnt from this case is that the actual control of the island’s resources remains in the hands of the indigenous elite or the local population at large. It is impossible to build a Dubai-style paradise for foreign investment without the consent and involvement of the local people.

(By Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa, Daily Times-A7, 15/01/2007)

Islands deal may bring problems for developer
KARACHI, Jan 17: The Pakistan Mahigir Tehrik has communicated its opposition to the Dubai-based company, which had signed a deal with the Government of Pakistan for development of a new city on twin islands.

We feel that the sale of these islands is tantamount to deprive the poor fishermen of Sindh from their fishing grounds and mangrove nurseries thus eroding their remaining meagre livelihood resources, Pakistan Mahigir Tehrik convenor Zubaida Birwani stated in a letter addressed to Ms Emmar of Dubai.

She said about 4,000 to 5,000 fishing boats used Korangi and Phitti creeks and the passages to open sea were located on both sides of the islands, which would become inaccessible in the wake of so-called development on islands.


Considering that Emmar is among the leading construction giants, she requested the company to avoid indulging in a project that would put its corporate image at stake.


Emmar may earn profit of millions of dollars from this project but will pay huge cost of its business image and people all over the world would count your organization among profit-thirsty business entities, wrote Ms Birwani in her e-mailed letter.

She regretted that that Emmar had signed an agreement with the Government of Pakistan to construct Diamond Bar Island City on two Islands Dingi and Bundaar (Bundal and Buddo), near Karachi coast. This deal had caused resentment among civil society organizations, mainstream political parties and marginalized fishermen of the country, she said.


Although Emmar was a world known construction firm therefore undertaking such controversial project in Pakistan had raised serious concerns about the professional integrity of Emmar, she said and referred to some critical facts about the project to emphasize on the sensitivity of matter.


The islands are home to rich flora and fauna of Indus Delta. One of the few remaining tracts of healthy mangroves, breeding grounds of various migratory birds and endangered marine Green Turtles exist on these islands. This rich biodiversity will lose its existence in the wake of proposed development.


The islands are part of resource-rich eco-system of Indus Delta, which has been included in 200 Eco-regions by the WWF and the islands are also identified as part of ‘High Priority Areas’ of conservation interest by the IUCN (the World Conservation Union).


She regretted that the government was unwilling to undertake any consultation with the likely affectees of the project and has not even conducted the Environmental Impact Assessment, which is mandatory under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997. This showed complete apathy towards livelihood resources and biodiversity reserves of the country.

The civil society has expressed its serious concern on this ill-conceived project and considers this as violation of all fundamentals of sustainable development. The project is threatening livelihood of about half a million fishermen along Sindh coast and likely to bring irreversible damage to rich eco-system of the two islands.


In spite of severe opposition by political, social and environmental organizations, the government was bent upon implementing the project and physical work had also been started by cutting mangroves and levelling of sand dunes, she claimed.

(Dawn-17, 18/01/2007)

Diamond Bar Island City: 

‘Island Project will hurt Emaar’s image’

KARACHI: In a letter addressed to the managing director of Emaar Properties UAE, Pakistan Mahigeer Tahreek (Pakistan Fisherfolk Movement) Convener Zubaida Birwani asked the Dubai-based company to avoid indulging in the Diamond Bar Island City project.
“This project has generated a wave of deep concern and resentment among civil society organizations, mainstream political parties and marginalized fishermen of the country,” Birwani said, adding that by undertaking a controversial project such as this had raised serious concerns about the professional integrity of Emaar Properties.
“We feel that selling these islands is tantamount to depriving the poor fishermen of Sindh of their fishing grounds and mangrove nurseries, thus eroding their already meagre livelihood resources,” Birwani said.


About 4,000 to 5,000 fishing boats use Korangi and Phitti creeks as passages to the open sea. These creeks are located on both sides of the twin islands. “They will become inaccessible once the so-called development of the islands gets underway,” she said.


“The islands are home to rich flora and fauna of the Indus Delta. One of the few remaining tracts of healthy mangroves, roosting and breeding grounds of various migratory and resident birds and breeding grounds of endangered marine Green Turtle exist on Dingi and Bundaar Islands,” the convener wrote. “This rich biodiversity will lose its existence in the wake of the proposed development. The islands are part of the resource-rich ecosystem of the Indus Delta, which has been included by the WWF in its list of 200 eco-regions.” Moreover, Birwani said, the islands are also identified as part of “high priority areas of conservation interest” by the IUCN.
“Regrettably, the government is not willing to undertake any consultation with the people who are likely to be affected by the project,” Birwani said. “The government has not even conducted an Environmental Impact Assessment, which is mandatory under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997. This shows complete apathy towards livelihood resources and biodiversity reserves of the country.”


“Considering that Emaar is among the leading construction giants of world, we would like to request you to avoid indulging in a project which brings your corporate image at stake. Emaar may earn profits worth millions of dollars from this project, but its business image will suffer. It will be counted as just another corporation among the dozens of similar other profit-thirsty business entities,” the letter concluded.

(Daily Times-B1, 18/01/2007)

Mistreated turtle beaches an untapped treasure

KARACHI: The year of the turtle has been ushered out but Pakistani authorities did little to eliminate growing hazards to the breeding of our very own green variety, topmost among which is excessive construction of huts on the shoreline.


According to the Indian Ocean - South-East Asian (IOSEA) Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), the year 2006 was the ‘year of turtles.’ It is interesting to know that the coast of Karachi breeds many green turtles from October to February every year. The turtles start laying their eggs in July and the season concludes by the end of January. However, the peak season is during the end of November and the beginning of December. Lately, however, the risks faced by the breeding of turtles on the coast of Karachi have become matter of serious concern.


The most commonly found turtles are known as Green Turtles. They are one of the seven marine turtles found in the world. After the Leatherbacks, they are the largest species of marine turtles. They get their name because of the fat found beneath their shell, which is green in colour. It is a globally recognised fact that a good chunk of the world’s green turtle population lays their eggs and builds their nests on the beaches of Sandspit and Hawksbay, on the shores of Karachi. They are also found in Jiwani, a coastal town in the western part of the Makran Coast.


The excessive construction of huts at the beaches is one of the most serious hazards. Turtle nesting stretches up to five kilometres from the coast. The area of Sandspit and Hawksbay come under the jurisdiction of the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), respectively. 


These authorities have the power to give land on lease, which is later renewable. In the case of KPT, land can be renewed after 10 years while for CDGK the time frame is one year. There is a standard size for huts set by both the KPT and the CDGK: 45ft x 50ft for KPT, and 30ft x 30ft for the CDGK. Presently, however, most of the ongoing hut construction at these beaches violates these standard sizes. 


Shehri, an organisation that has been working to curb illegal construction, says that the construction of huts at the beaches has caused a great many problems for nesting turtles who lay their eggs far from the water and on a certain height so that the hatchlings get proper warmth and incubation. “But, with the exceeding sizes of some of the huts, the turtles are unable to find a safe place at a certain height, and their breeding at our shores will ultimately decrease,” said a member of Shehri.


Pollution is another major problem on the beaches in Karachi. People go for picnics and outings and carelessly dispose of their garbage, which usually includes plastic bags, on the shoreline. During high tide, the water takes the garbage along with it into the sea. “The turtles mistakenly eat these bags and ultimately die. This is a serious threat, as many turtles have been found dead already,” said Dr Ejaz Ahmad, Deputy Director-General for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). He further added that Green Turtles usually eat jellyfish, which resembles these plastic bags so they eat the bags accidentally. Other than that, a lot has been said about the dumping of industrial waste and about oil spills in the sea, but factories and industries have done little to heed these complaints.


Green turtles are endangered not only by humans but also by animals. Dogs are one of the most serious predators of turtles. Hatchlings make for the easiest of preys for dogs. At other times, they can also become victim to birds, who are in search of food on the ground, which further exacerbates the problem of the reducing turtle population.


Hatchlings are also picked up by local people, who are less-clued-in about their conservation status. There is a serious need to educate people about turtles and the dangers posed to them. The beach-cleaning activity of WWF is one such effort, which takes place every year. 
choolchildren are taken to the beaches where they clean the beach and make arrangements for the proper disposal of waste. People who go to the beaches for overnight stays are usually told not to switch on excessive bright lights at night, as they scare away the turtles that come to lay their eggs. 


Nature-loving people spend a lot of money to visit tourist spots around the world to see natural habitats. Despite the fact that 2007 has been designated as ‘Visit Pakistan’ year, nothing is being done to improve the conditions of tourist sites in the country. It is ironic that Karachi’s coast, which is internationally recognised for turtle breeding, has no facility to conserve the breeding of this species. 


Despite this, one can see a large number of turtles during the peak season on the coast of Karachi. Proper facilities along with proper care for the turtles would not only help the turtles from becoming extinct, but will also boost tourism in the country.
(By Sidra Rafique Gooda, The News-2, 20/01/2007)
‘Waterfront project will deprive people of a basic right’

KARACHI: Access to public recreation spots is a basic right of every citizen, one which the general public of this city will be deprived of if the Clifton Beach is privatised. Moreover, the materialisation of projects like Defence Housing Authority’s (DHA) Waterfront Project would deepen the gulf between the rich and the poor. 

This was stated by noted sociologist and the President of the Initiator Human Development Foundation, Rana Asif Habib during an interview with The News.
Rana Asif Habib, who is also a former lecturer at Karachi University, said that 45 percent of Pakistan’s population consists of children who are below the age of 15. He said that, according to Convention of Rights of Children, which was ratified by the government of Pakistan in December 1990, every child has a right to have access to recreational activities. He questioned what the fate of these children would be when the beach is privatised. 


Moreover, he said, there are only 40 to 45 big parks in Karachi catering to a population of around 15 million. He was of the view that, so far, the beach has been one of the few places that provided some relief to this large population, wherein they can enjoy the natural beauty of ocean without being forced to spend any money. The construction of high-rise buildings, he felt, would deprive this large population of their visits to the beach. 


“As far as I know, there is no concept of community development in this waterfront project. There seems no space for hospitals or schools for the common people, and they would not own it unless community development is also taken into consideration in this project,” he said. 

“The Waterfront Project would also affect the lifestyle of the local fishermen badly which is already not in good shape,” he said.


He said the residents of DHA would suffer, too, as their privacy would be disturbed due to the project. He said high-rise buildings on the beach would also create security issues and needs, which would ultimately affect the access of layman to the beach in a negative way.

“Thirty to 40 vehicles and 85 to 90 mobile phones are snatched daily in the metropolitan city and there is immense need to address this havoc immediately which has made the life of common citizens miserable,” he commented. 


He noted that the authorities concerned, while developing the waterfront project, give examples of other countries to support this endeavour, even though the countries alluded to first provide social security. But, he added, everybody is well aware of what type of social security is being provided to people in this part of the world. 
He said there would also be a question mark over the credibility of the company that would get the contract for the project.

He said this issue should be discussed in the National Assembly and that the achievement of political harmony is another necessary prerequisite needed before the project is materialised. 


“DHA could not solve the problem of water shortage affectively, and some of its residents have been left at the mercy of the tanker mafia who sell them a small water tank for Rs.400 and a big water tank for Rs.800. 

“DHA attempted to compile a database of servants who work for DHA residents but the campaign turned out to be nothing more than a failure,” he said, and added that this is another serious issue which required the attention of the authorities concerned.


Rana Asif Habib said mega developments always tend to eliminate social values and increase the importance of money within society. It inevitably always starts a race of who can get more and more money while social values are given less importance. 

“The beaches should not be privatised at any cost and they must belong to the public sector and be declared as public property,” he said. 


He said planning should be done while keeping in mind the status of the local population. The common citizens, he added, cannot even afford to pay the Rs.10 parking fee, hence how could they afford a visit to some five-star hotel or other upscale establishments at the beach after the development of this project. 


“Clifton Beach is the recognition of Karachi and this is the property of the people of the entire country and it should not be privatised,” he concluded. 


DHA’s US$1.5 billion-Waterfront Development Project is planned over a stretch of 14 kilometres of land from Sindbad (Old Casino) up to the Golf Course. According to the DHA plan, high-rise commercial buildings, food courts, a cinema, five-star hotels and many other establishments will be constructed at the beach. DHA claims that it wants to make Karachi’s beachfront a much sought-after tourist destination in the foreseeable future. It also claims that such a project would change the perception that the people of Karachi have of enjoying sea.

(By Qadeer Hussain, The News-4, 20/01/2007)
Govt misleading people on islands issue: NGO
KARACHI, Jan 21: Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum has reiterated that the sale of the twin islands to a foreign firm is in no way in national interest and the government is misleading the people in the name of development.


At a briefing held in Ibrahim Haideri, a fishing village, which was attended by representatives of political parties and NGOs, PFF president Mohammad Ali Shah said that the twin islands were the source of income of fishermen, and the construction of the so-called diamond city would not only deprive the fishermen of their livelihood but it would also create environment pollution in the area.


The briefing was attended by leaders of different parties. They included JUI-F Senator Dr Khalid Mehmud Soomro, Sindh Taraqi Pasand Chairman Dr Qadir Magsi, Pakistan Muslim League (N) leader Salim Zia, Secretary-General of the National Workers Party Yusuf Mustikhan, Awami National Party leader Wakil Khan Swati and Jeay Sindh Mahaz chairman Abdul Khalique Junejo. They also took a round of the two islands.

Describing the government’s decision as economic murder of fishermen, Mr Shah said the government was misleading people on the pretext of development, adding that the government should take into consideration the sensitive nature of the area before taking such a vital decision.

(Dawn-13, 22/01/2007)

Twin islands issue a test case for PM

This was the third visit of Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz during the last three weeks, with the officials claiming that one visit was unofficial and the two others official. During his three visits the prime minister tried to resolve the dispute over the ownership of twin Islands near Port Qasim Authority (PQA).


Shaukat Aziz held in-depth discussions with Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim and Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad and tried to convince the chief minister to resolve the dispute. The federal government has verbally conveyed to the chief minister that Sindh would be paid royalty from the income of these islands.


Arbab Rahim, however, kept up his stand, declaring that the twin islands ñ Buddo and Bandal - happen to be the property of Sindh and the foreign investors must deal with the provincial government rather than the PQA.


Arbab claimed it was decided that 50-yard land from high water mark would be the PQA property, while no island land was allotted to PQA. He blamed Mumtaz Bhutto for giving away this land of Sindh when he was the communication minister in the late ZA Bhutto’s regime. The chief minister also advised the demonstrators to lodge protest at the grave of ZA Bhutto, “as he was responsible for allotting the land to the PQA”.


Legal experts, however, claim that the land is related with the continental shelf and belongs to the federal government under Article 172(2) of the Constitution and the claim of the Sindh chief minister about the ownership right bears no ground. But officials pointed out that the PQA was yet to pay the price of the port land allotted to it for operational purposes so the land was still the property of Sindh. 


Shaukat Aziz had constituted a committee headed by the Attorney General of Pakistan, Makhdoom Ali Khan, which submitted its report to the prime minister last week. According to officials the committee has proposed that the PQA should pay the price of this land to the Sindh government.


After this report the prime minister again advised the Sindh chief minister to resolve the dispute. He also talked to other coalition partners of the Sindh government and almost all, except the chief minister, agreed with the prime minister. 


The chief minister warned that the Sindh government would hire the services of legal experts like Abdul Hafeez Pirzada to fight the case in the court of law to protect the rights of the province. The prime minister was in the city when the chief minister raised this issue. Arbab also criticized the PPP leaders for keeping silence on this issue on the instruction of Benazir Bhutto as the investing firm belongs to Dubai and she did not want to create any hurdles for her host state. Arbab Rahim even passed some objectionable remarks against Benazir Bhutto, saying that she would return to Pakistan and would be buried outside the country. 


The prime minister was in the city when nationalist leader Dr Qadir Magsi, provincial chief of the opposition PML-N Salim Zia and other nationalist leaders visited the islands and staged a sit-in there to support the chief minister’s stand.


While the nationalist leaders were protesting at the island, Arbab Rahim invited the media and said that Altaf Hussain should stop his party minister Babar Ghori, who had signed a MoU with Emmar Company, from going ahead with the Dubai-based firm on the island project.


Officials confirmed that the chief minister did not take concrete decision in this regard and Hafeez Pirzada was hired only to plead the case of making payment for Panno Aqil cantonment, Defence Housing Authority land and Mai Kolachi land dispute with KPT. But after the pressure from concerned quarters the case filed in the Sindh High Court was withdrawn while handsome amount was paid to Pirzada for this case.


Why the chief minister was playing with media and just raising the twin islands issue, and why he did not move the superior court if he thought that this was a matter of life and death for Sindh? NWFP government has filed a suit in Supreme Court against Wapda for the payment of electricity royalty. There are many other issues that need the attention of the Sindh government. Railways ministry has also planned to dispose of land for commercial purposes and announced that the prime land situated in the main city areas would be sold for the construction of five-star hotels and other commercial purposes. 


Railways have also sold Hayat Regency hotel property despite opposition from the province.


Sindh chief minister was keeping silence over this issue that is also similar to that of twin islands matter, as the Railways were using the land for commercial purposes instead of operational purposes. 

However, the issue still remains unresolved and it is a test case for the prime minister as to how he would be tackling this matter for reaching an amicable settlement.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-4, 22/01/2007)

‘Fact-finding’ committee visits twin islands

KARACHI, Jan 23: A fact-finding committee headed by the adviser to Sindh chief minister on fisheries, Fakir Jaddam Mangrio, on Tuesday visited Bhandar and Dinghi islands to investigate whether these two islands were inhabited or not.

The Fishermen Cooperative Society had arranged thevisit of the committee which included elected and nominated directors of the society. Journalists were also taken to the islands by the committee.
The elected directors included Haji Shafi Jamote of Ibrahim Haidry, Saleem Deedag of Mubarak village, Haji Younus of Shams Pir and Mohammad Hanif Chattani of Khadda.


Speaking on the occasion, Jaddam Mangrio invited all the directors and journalists to see for themselves that the islands were completely uninhabited and no fisherman was living there. He said the opposition was trying to create an issue which was not there.

He said that the fact-finding committee would submit its report to Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan.

He said most of the fishermen were demanding development work in their villages and they were not interested in politics.

Mangrio said the development of these islands would bring in an investment of 43 billion dollars, providing job opportunities to the unemployed workers in fishermen's localities.


Speaking on the occasion, Haji Shafi Jamote said that fishermen had no opposition to the development of these islands if the government removed some of their concerns.

He demanded that the bridge connecting the islands with Karachi should be constructed in a way that it should not obstruct fishermen's route to deep sea for fishing.


Similarly, a treatment plant should be installed to control the possible pollution caused by the development of these islands.


Saleem Deedag and Haji Younus supported the development of these islands and said that it would bring in prosperity in the city and provide job opportunities to the youth.

(Dawn-19, 24/01/2006)

Govt to hold talks with fishermen over islands


KARACHI: The Sindh government will call a roundtable conference to deal with all the issues that the fishing community has over the controversial islands project (the Diamond Bar Island City), Advisor to the Sindh chief minister on fisheries and livestock, Faqir Jadim Mangrio, told the directors of the Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) Tuesday.


The FCS had arranged for Mangrio and a group of journalists to visit Bundal and Buddo islands. Mangrio said that the FCS was the true representative of the fishermen community, and he had listened to the grievances of its board of directors about the twin islands project. 


On Tuesday, visitors were shown the ongoing development work on Buddo Island. Some tractors and bulldozers were standing there, besides some portable toilets, steel shelters and other constructions. On the other side (opposite Buddo Island), some cranes were seen engaged in reclaiming the sea towards Creek City. One of the FCS directors said this was the route through where the proposed island city would be connected to Karachi.

The media team passed through Ibrahim Haidery (a fishing village) to reach at the jetty of Haji Shafee Muhammad Jamot, from where they boarded for the islands. Almost all the walls of the village had slogans against the island project chalked on them. 


Mangrio said that he would submit his recommendations to Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim for the resolution of issues faced by the fishermen. A roundtable conference would also be organized. 


Moreover, the contract system on fishing in sweet waters in Sindh would be abolished. Responding to a query regarding the on-going island-ownership dispute between the Port Qasim Authority and the provincial government, Mangrio said that he was not in a position to say who was the actual owner, and that, he did not know who had given the go-ahead for construction on Buddo Island. 

“The government will settle the issue in the larger interest of the country and the province, and we trust them to make the right decision,” he said.


One of the FCS directors, Haji Shafee Muhammad Jamot, said that the fishing community had several issues with the project. He had spoken to the Sindh chief minister and Senator Nisar Memon about these problems earlier. “The ownership of the islands is not our issue. We’re concerned with threats to the fishermen’s livelihood,” Jamot said.


“The islands project will block fishing routes to the open sea, and fishermen will have to make an extra 12-hour journey for getting to their fishing areas. The project will also add to water pollution,” he explained. When asked why no representative of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) was present on the occasion, Jamot said that he had invited the PFF Chairman Muhammad Ali Shah, but could not come due to illness.


Another FCS Director, Haji Younus Baloch also expressed similar reservations about the project. He said they were not against any development projects per se, but it should not be made at the cost of the local fishermen’s livelihoods. He said that the government should give guarantees to the fishing community before launching the project. 

The area’s MPA, Mehmood Alam Jamot (who belongs to the ruling PML) said that the local people had not been taken into confidence about the project. 


Meanwhile, speaking at a hurriedly called press conference at his office, PFF Chairman Muhammad Ali Shah termed the government’s announcement of holding a roundtable conference on the issue “a drama.” He also criticized the “government-sponsored” visit to the islands and said that it was merely part of the government’s campaign to curry favour for the controversial project. “The government is a direct stakeholder in this project. Therefore an independent fact-finding mission should be assigned to survey its impact on the fishing community,” Shah said.

(Daily Times-B1, 24/01/2007)

A great park beckons
KARACHI, Jan 23: Bagh Ibne Qasim, the country’s largest and most beautiful park according to city horticulture officials, is almost complete. The authorities are waiting as to when the president will be available to formally open it for the public.

“Work on this huge project is almost complete. We have developed lawns, paths and other accessories along both wings of Kothari Parade and are busy applying finishing touches,” Director Parks City District Government Karachi, Liaquat Ali Khan, told Dawn. He said the finishing was a matter of a few days and the sprawling park would soon be buzz with the laughter of children and families. “This project became a reality due to the interest of President Musharraf and Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan and we requested the president to inaugurate it,” Mr Khan said.

Work began on July 22, 2005. “The whole development is the outcome of round-the-clock labour and a great achievement. The garden’s exclusivity is that it is along the Arabian Sea, which no other park possesses,” said Mr Khan, who is proud to have designed it. “This is the greatest project of my life and I think I have done what I was sent to this world,” he said.
A visit gives a feeling of enormity. From the path to the dome of the Kothari Parade is a green sight as far as one can see. In between is the grace of the 86-year-old parade made of Jodhpur sandstone called Chhatar. This scribe has seen many a beautiful sight but the whole scene, especially at night is awesome.


The CDGK has spent Rs500 million on the 130-acre garden and completed 99 percent of the work. Before the launching of the project, around 74 acres was encroached, which was vacated with the interest of Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad. He said the Hindu temple located in what is now the park’s midst, has been renovated in line with the overall design of the park and Hindu worshippers can enter the premises free-of-charge when it opens to the public.


We have used Lasbella stone for renovation of the Parade and construction of additional lawns, paths and walkways of the project. It may be slightly inferior in quality, but similar to Jodhpur sandstone. The original plaques mounted 86 years ago have been retained.


Ten thousand eight hundred trees have been transplanted in the garden. Over 3,000 stone benches and twenty canopies put in place. There are 1,500 dustbins to keep the lawns clean of litter. One hopes visitors to the park do use them and keep this garden clean.

To keep the premises lively at night, 30 lighting towers – each tower carrying 24 powerful bulbs – twenty arena vision floodlights and over 1,000 footlights are installed. One hundred twenty acres are used for lawns and paths, walking and other structures have been built on the remaining 10 acres.


Two complexes – one each on the left and right wings – are in the process of completion which would house 72 washrooms. The designers have plans to expand this facility. There is ample area left on the two wings of garden and along the beach for car parking. A proposal is also under consideration to reserve at least two days a week for families.


According to Mr Khan, with construction of this huge garden, the historic architectural monuments at Clifton gifted by late Sir Jehangir Kothari to the city in the early part of the last century, is finally protected. These monuments were earlier reducing to rubble owing to civic agencies negligence and carelessness of citizens. The cluster of monuments comprises Jehangir Kothari Parade, Lady Lloyd Pier, Jehangir Kothari Pavilion, his bungalow and a bandstand. “We have renovated and protected this beautiful spot once and for all,” said Mr Khan.


Placed parallel to the sea, the Jehangir Kothari Parade consists of a single storey pavilion located at the left end of the pier and the walkway. The elegant rectangular open pavilion has the five-arched facade facing the sea on one side and the road on the other.


The walkway is defined by carved balustrade using the Jodhpur sandstone coping and extends on either side of the pier to a total length of over 600 feet. While the Jehangir Kothari Pavilion is totally constructed by the pink Jodhpur sandstone, a combination of pink Jodhpur sandstone and buff coloured Gizri sandstone, is used with good effect in the Parade, Pavilion and the walkway. Steps from the promenade lead down to an enormous park renamed Bagh Ibn-i-Qasim (originally known as Rupchand Bilaram Park).


Another important part of the historic monuments is a pier, Lady Lloyd Pier, named after Lady Lloyd, wife of the then Bombay Governor Sir George Ambrose Lloyd. The pier is designed at right angle to the parade walkway and extends over 1,200 feet towards the sea.


The most important of the monuments at Clifton is the bandstand with its striking cupola of Pink Jodhpur stone, Chhatar, is located at the western end of the cluster of the monuments. Four corners of the podium are defined by tall pillars topped by carved motifs, while carved balustrade and podium walls of Gizri sandstone complete the ensemble.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 24/01/2007)

Fishermen reject govt initiative in islands row
KARACHI, Jan 24: Two organisations representing the fishermen communities, the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum and the Pakistan Mahigeer Tehrik, which have been spearheading a campaign against the projected development of two islands off Karachi coast, have dismissed the findings of a fact-finding committee headed by an adviser to the Sindh chief minister.


They have also rejected the committee’s idea of convening a round-table conference on the issue, and stressed on the setting up of an independent committee to look into the affair and study the possible impact of the proposed mega project on environment and fishermen’s livelihood. They described the adviser’s recent visit to the islands as ‘an eye-wash’. They also took exception to the inclusion of some directors of the Fishermen Cooperative Society in the committee.


Chairman of the PFF Mohammad Ali Shah claimed that the proposal of holding the round-table conference was part of the government’s strategy to neutralise the fishermen’s campaign against the controversial project. He reiterated the PFF stand that the islands belonged to the fishermen communities and the government had no right to sell them off or lease them out without their consent.
He also contested the government’s argument that developing modern cities along the coastline would open up fresh avenues of progress. On the contrary, he rebutted, this was bound to deprive fishermen communities of their livelihood and add to the environmental degradation. He called for the shelving of the islands project, making it clear that the fishermen communities would not compromise on their livelihood.


Mr Shah, vowing to continue the struggle until success, said that the islands were the local fishermen’s natural source of livelihood and it was the responsibility of the state to protect the same.


Chairperson of the PMT Ms Zubaida Birwani also termed the visit to the islands by the government committee ‘a public relationship exercise aimed at hoodwinking people’.

Referring to the inclusion of certain elected FCS directors in the committee, she claimed it was an attempt on the part of the government to portray the committee as a representative body. However, she added, the government failed to achieve its objectives.
She said that the FCS had no role to play in the matter, and claimed that the government had just tried to use it as a tool.

She pointed out no civil society organisation opposing the project had been invited to express its views during the so-called fact-finding exercise, adding that this had made the government’s designs quite clear.

Ms Birwani deplored that government functionaries were complicating the matter by giving conflicting statements on the Islands issue.

(Dawn-18, 25/01/2007)

Diamond City Project

AS pioneer of deep-sea fishing who has observed the lives of local fishermen very closely, I consider the Diamond City Project as God-sent opportunity to bring about a revolution in the lives of local poor fishermen. In this regard, I would like to put forward the following suggestions before Ms Emmar:


a. They should first conduct an independent survey of the inhabitants of these islands.

b. They should build residential colony for the fishermen living in islands.

c. They should modernise fishing methods and provide training to local fishermen for this purpose.

d. They should provide free education because education is the foremost requirement to bring about a positive change for better life.

e. They should also build hospitals to provide free medical treatment.

f. For sustaining of this new life, they should provide one job per family either at the islands or in the UAE. This will provide a social objective to otherwise a purely business plan and make these islands a model for the whole subcontinent.


K. MURAD BEY, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 29/01/2007)
Trees along drains can check pollution
KARACHI, Jan 29: An environment activist has called for the linkage of forestation in big cities with sanitation as a measure to ensure that minimum possible pollutants find their way in to the sea and the rivers.

Nargis Latif, chief executive of the NGO, Gul Bahao, made these suggestions while speaking at the weekly meeting of a rotary club at a local hotel on Sunday.


In her talk, Ms Latif referred to the different fora that had issued warnings about the dangers involved to the Karachi Port and Port Qasim due to the pollution caused by the city’s sewerage system.

“It is time to stop sewage from polluting the sea and rivers and make sure that the sewerage system is totally decentralised and wastewater is dealt with on as and where basis. This can only be done if trees and shrubs are grown along the sewerage drains to suck up the dirty water,” said Ms Latif.


She said forestation in the cities should be linked with sanitation. And fast growing trees should be planted and grown. These trees should be chopped at regular intervals to make room for more trees while plantations should take place throughout the year.

“This practice will enable us to use gutter water for shrubs and trees so that minimum possible of its quantity falls into the rivers and seas.”She also suggested that nurseries and gardens be encouraged to use sewage water as much as possible while the use of freshwater should be discouraged.


Ms Latif also spoke about recycling refuse and making it useful. She pointed out that her organisation had come up with innovations which she called “Karachi’s gift to the world.” These innovations included alternate housing (prefabricated housing made from plastic waste), alternate energy, garbage ‘n gold bank, a water purifying technique etc. “We are making history,” she said


According to her, Gul Bahao had spent more than 30 million rupees on such innovations.


She said interest was shown by local entrepreneurs, real estate investors and businessmen in the ‘Chandi Ghar’ or prefabricated housing. A businessman had ordered a warehouse be made in Landhi and had also offered to market Chandi Ghar in future.


Ms Latif said people in interior Sindh had shown keen interest in these houses because of easy availability of land as well as the ease of establishing such structures.

“The latest development in this innovation is its insulation quality. These houses are very cool in summer and warm in winter due to extensive use of aluminum foil.”


Ahmed Ghulam Hussein, secretary of the rotary club, introducing her said she was a life fellow of Ashoka Foundation, a US-based NGO and her activities had been widely covered by local and international media.

(Dawn-17, 30/01/2007)

FEBRUARY

Newly-laid parks facing decay
KARACHI, Jan 31: At least five of the 21 parks developed by the city government under its ambitious plan of turning the metropolis into a ‘city of parks and gardens’ are facing decay because these are not being formally opened by the municipal hierarchy, sources told Dawn.

The CDGK had allocated Rs766.64 million about two years back for the plan. Work on all these proposed park sites had been started in the middle of last year. The plan envisages13 model parks, besides six big parks.


Among the parks already completed are the Baldia Town Park (six acres), Khwaja Nazimuddin Park, Nanakwara (six acres), ST-15 Clifton (seven acres), Gadap Town Park (four acres) and TPX Park, Lyari (1.5 acres), according to sources, who revealed that Rs77 million had been spent on their development but these could not have been opened to public despite the passage of considerable time. Those at the helm of the affair had not even fixed a date for the formal inauguration of the parks, they pointed out.


The sources recalled that the plan to develop 21 parks was approved during the tenure of former city nazim Niamatullah Khan. The former city government had developed 10 model parks in different towns.

The incumbent city government led by Syed Mustafa Kamal retained the policy of developing recreational spots, including parks, for citizens.


Stakeholders and citizens have repeatedly approached the CDGK leadership for the inauguration of the parks, apprehending that the unnecessary delay in dedicating the facilities to general public could result in damage to the development already completed. However, a decision in this regard is yet to be taken.


The sources said that there were many other parks in Orangi, Keamari, Lyari, North Nazimabad, Mehmoodabad, Jamshed Town and Bin Qasim Town, as well as one park/playground near Chawla Market and two parks in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, were also near completion but further development at these sites had been suspended for want of funds.


The officials concerned were in constant contact with the relevant authorities for the release funds to get these schemes completed in a minimum possible time. It was also feared that the contractors engaged for the schemes might back out after getting frustrated by the delay being caused.


In such a case, the sources pointed out, the development cost would go up, causing additional financial burden on the city government.


Among the ‘mega projects’ envisaged under the plan are Beach Park (Phase Two), Bagh Ibn-i-Qasim, Gutter Baghicha Park, Boat Basin Park, Fateh Bagh (North Nazimabad), Aziz Bhatti Park and Korangi Model Park. Most of these projects are also in their final phase of completion. However, some of them need immediate release of funds for further development and timely inauguration.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 01/02/2007)

SHC order reserved on Beachfront Project
KARACHI, Feb 3: A division bench of the Sindh High Court on Saturday reserved its order on a petition against the ‘Beachfront Project’ of the Defence Housing Authority.

The bench, which consisted of Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Justice Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui, heard detailed arguments advanced by DHA counsel Makhdoom Ali Khan, resident petitioners’ counsel Jawaid A. Siddiqui and Shehri (an NGO) counsel Rizwana Ismail on Friday and Saturday.


Residents of Seaview Apartments and neighbouring area initially moved the petition to assail the construction of a commercial project over a 13-acre plot earmarked for a public park and a mosque. Shehri joined in the proceedings to challenge the entire Beachfront Project along the coastline. An additional 60,000 square yards was given to M/s Minhal (Pvt) Limited, the contractors, for development of a huge entertainment complex and shopping mall. The project would effectively bar the residents and the general public from the beach, the petitioners maintained.


The DHA counsel argued that the park sanctioned in 2000 was never a part of the authority’s master plan. The public would not be barred from the beach and that the project posed no threat to environment. However, the DHA was prepared to submit the project to the environmental protection agency and seek a no-objection certificate from it.


The petitioners’ counsel argued that the DHA had no master plan and was expanding haphazardly. Once a plot had been earmarked for development of a public park, it could not be put to any other use under a Supreme Court judgment. Public entry to the beach would be restricted. The project would be built over a sewage plant and pollute the whole area along the coastline. They also objected to the principal federal and provincial law officers appearing as DHA counsel in the petition.

(Dawn-17, 04/02/2007)

PQA-Sindh row over islands sale lingers on

ISLAMABAD: A committee formed by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz to sort differences between the Port Qasim Authority (PQA) and the Sindh government over the leasing of 12,000 acres land of Bandal and Buddo islands to a UAE real estate giant is moving at a snail’s pace.

“The committee has so far held only one meeting that remained inconclusive,” an official told this correspondent. “The two sides presented their viewpoints.”


However, none of the concerned officials is forthcoming to talk about the hushed deliberations of the committee, which is to take a decision about the mega project involving $43.135 billion investment by the Dubai-based Emmar Federal Law Secretary Justice (retd) Mansoor Ahmed, who represented the federal government in the meeting since the controversy relates to legal ownership of the islands, refused to talk. Rather, his tone was curt while speaking on the subject, and referred this correspondent to the Ports & Shipping Ministry for information.


But nobody from the Ports & Shipping Ministry is approachable. Its Secretary Naheed Haider and Joint Secretary Hassan Zaidi, who is concerned with the islands, were inaccessible and did not return any of the calls made by this correspondent. Same was the reaction of Ports & Shipping Minister Babar Ghouri and the PQA chairman.


Meanwhile, some politicians and fishermen of Sindh have started a campaign to oppose the leasin “Thout out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out out ribed it as a baseless assertion and said a 1.5 kilometre-bridge connecting the islands with Karachi city will be built. This, he said, meant that fishermen would be free to do their business.


In September last, the PQA leased out around 12,000 acres of land of the two islands by signing a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Emmar Properties, which would make the investment and the PQA would receive some 15 per cent of the profit from the project.
The Sindh government does not oppose the project but has reservations about the allotment of the land by the PQA, as, it says, the islands are the provincial government’s property.


In exchange for developing the Diamond Bar Island City on Bandal and Buddo islands, the Emmar Properties would get 85 per cent profit.


The project would have residential villas and apartments, hotels, shopping centres, offices and business centres, a golf course, hospitals, clinics, schools, technical institutions, universities, a marina, resorts, theme parks and co-generation plants. There would also be six- to eight-lane highway bridges linking the proposed Diamond Bar Island City with the main city land.


The PQA signed the MoU after cancelling the lease of some 2,669 acres of land of the Bandal Island to the Pakistan Navy that the PQA had granted it in 1980. The PQA had leased the land to the navy on an annual rent basis for defence purposes. It revoked the lease on the ground that the navy has failed to establish navel facilities on the land and make the payment due to the PQA. In July 2005, the PQA gave notice to naval authorities to vacate the land. However, the navy approached the PQA in March 2006 with the request that the lease agreement should not be cancelled. However, the PQA cancelled the lease in April 2006.

(By Tariq Butt, The News-8, 04/02/2007)

Move to convert park into housing scheme

KARACHI: The High Court of Sindh (SHC) on Tuesday issued notices to the ministry of Housing and Works, Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies Union, Overseas Cooperative Housing Society, Chief Secretary Sindh and the City District Government Karachi for Feb 22, on a petition against proposed conversion of the Kidney Hill area into a housing scheme.


Petitioners Marium Haji, Syed Imamuddin Rafai and other residents of OCHS moved court against the agreement of settlement between the official respondents KCHSU and OCHS for carving out over 66 per cent of the area of Kidney Hill area/Ahmed Ali Park.


They contended that the main water hydrant plant was situated in the Kidney Hill area for supplying water to approximately 0.5 million households as it supplies water to the entire PECHS, Bahdurabad and other union areas. They expressed fear that if the park area is converted into a housing scheme, supply of water to many areas will be affected adding that conversion of a public park into housing society is a violation of applicable laws.


Petitioners counsel Rizwana Ismail and Khursheed Javed submitted agreement is void under section 23 of the Contract Act and contrary to applicable laws that no amenity plot can be converted for any other purpose and the agreement of settlement is barred.
The court was prayed to declare the agreement void and that Kidney Hill area (KDA Scheme Falaknama) is reserved as public amenity area solely for recreation of the people and could not be converted from park to any other use.


The SHC’s division bench comprising Justice Mushir Alam and Justice Mohammad Afzal Soomro, after the preliminary hearing of the petition, issued notices to the respondents and in the meantime restrained the respondents from creating any third party interest.

(The News-2, 07/02/2007)

‘Karachi beach is the property of people’


KARACHI: A development project has been started by the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) along the 14-kilometer-long waterfront at Sea View. However, a movement called the Sahil Bachao Tehrik is against the projects.
“People will not have access to the beach any more,” said a Sahil Bachao Tehrik press release issued Wednesday. “Thousands of people would be unemployed. It would create environmental problems as well, and the citizens of Karachi will be deprived of affordable, natural recreation.”

They have collected 4,655 signatures from all over the country to protest the project.

(Daily Times-B1, 08/02/2007)

DHA’s waterfront project condemned

KARACHI: The DHA waterfront project has been given a critical assessment by a press release that was issued by “Sahil Bachao Tahreek” (save the cost movement). The people owning plots and houses along the beach, it said, will no longer be able to view sea due to the waterfront project of Defence Housing Authority (DHA).


This means that after the DHA project is implemented, the people of Karachi will not only be unable to access the beach in its natural condition, but will no longer be able to see the natural life that visits the beaches during the winter season. 


In addition, the Waterfront Project of (DHA) would make free movement on the coastal belt of Karachi impossible for citizens and thousands of people would be rendered jobless.

The release said that DHA has started constructional activities on the 14-kilometre-long coastal belt of Karachi, which would increase environmental pollution and the citizens would be deprived of a free-of-cost natural recreation spot.

“The coasts of Karachi were ours and they would remain ours,” added the press note.


According to the press release, 73 social organizations and 4655 citizens belonging to Karachi, Dadu, Mithi, Sibi, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Qasoor, Bahalpur, Islamabad, Rahimyar Khan, Qalat, Shahdad Kot, Johi and that of some cities are signatories of the Sahil Bachao Tahreek campaign. According to these persons, the construction work on the 14-kilometre belt under the banner of “Waterfront Project” has snatched access to the coast from the people, therefore should immediately be stopped.

(The News-3, 10/02/2007)

Sindh, Islamabad embroiled in land row

KARACHI: Land ownership dispute for Bandal and Buddo islands as well as of Pakistan Steel between the provincial and federal governments is yet to be settled, as Sindh has conveyed to Islamabad that the disposal of this land is an illegal act which would be resisted.


Disclosing this, sources told The News that the plan to sell the land of twin islands as well as of Pakistan Steel has further aggravated the crisis, as the Sindh government has prepared a report - to be submitted to the federal government - about the factual position of the province regarding the ownership issue of this land.


Sources said that the authorities prepared a detailed official report on the instruction of the chief minister and submitted the same to Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim. 


The survey report of the Sindh government confirmed that the provincial government transferred 13635.20 acres land in Dehs Ibrahim, Rehri, Ghagrio, Bakhran and Pipri on different rates to Port Qasim Authority (PQA) and the total cost of this land estimated at that time was Rs 32,99,79,100.


However, sources said that the federal government reduced the rates and decided to pay Rs260million out of Rs320million. Sources further said that a summery was submitted by the then chief minister in 1973 to the then prime minister.

The then federal government further reduced Rs60million and fixed Rs200million for the land, they added.


According to officials, PQA paid the price for only 9,000 acres while the remaining land was surrendered, which was occupied and still in possession of the Pakistan Steel.


Sources said that the Sindh government had allotted 13,674 acres land in various Dehs to Pakistan Steel from 1973 to 1976 for operational purposes. In the light of the decision taken during the meeting presided by the then Chief Secretary on July 3, 2004, 100 per cent mutation was affected in the relevant villages by the concerned Mukhtiarkar.

The official report indicated that the survey conducted by the superintendent, the DDO (Revenue) concerned, Mukhtiarkar and village staff, it was found that Steel Mill had illegally occupied the government land surrendered by the PQA.


According to sources, Steel Mills is undergoing to sell an area of 219 acres for the new steel mill, while 112 acres land was already allotted to PS for this purpose. The PS has also occupied 107 acres land surrendered by the PQA.


Sources said that this 107 acres land could not be sold out by the PS as this piece of land has been leased out by the government as per the conditions notified in April, 1999, at the rate of 245 per sq yard.


Sources further said that 6,585 acres land was allotted to PS at the rate of Rs 2 per sq yard in 1973 and 6,923 acres land was allotted at the rate of Rs 3.30 per sq yard in 1974 for township. It is surprising that 166.37 acres land was allotted to PS at the rate of 76 paisa per sq yard while the federal government had fixed the rate at Rs7million per acre for this land, they added.


Sources said that the price of total land allotted to PS was Rs 17,5921,396 at the time of allotment but the federal government reduced Rs50million on this account.

(By Tahir Hasan Khan, The News-3, 10/02/2007)

Citizens concerned on beach uplift

KARACHI, Feb 13: A group of 22 prominent citizens have expressed distress at the waterfront project being launched by the Defence Housing Authority.


They have issued and signed a statement which reads, “The Karachi beach with its natural beauty and environment is an asset belonging to the citizens of Pakistan. It appears that the entire sea front will be occupied by the elite and the common man will be denied access to the death. The same is also a violation of environmental laws and basic fundamental human rights.

“For the recreation starved citizens of Karachi, beaches were one of the few places for leisure nad relaxation. The decision to turn this vital ecological and recreational asset into private property for blatant commercial exploitation is at the cost of the poor people’s right to this multi-class recreational and stress-releasing natural resource.

“The beach is the one recreational area that is used by all citizens belonging to every strata of society.


“We are not against the development of the city. The development must take place in such a way that it ensure that any construction that takes place must be in accordance with the laws and regulations and that no fundamental constitutional rights of the citizens are violated.

“We, therefore rejects any development on the beach front that shall deprive the citizens of their right and “provide the rich and affluent the luxuries of an aristocratic life style.”


Some of signatories are Justice Fakhruddin G. Ibrahim, Mr. Arif Hasan, Professor Haroon Ahmed, Ather Viqar Azeem, Dr. Syed Tariq Sohail, Taj Haider, Zain Alavi, Nahid Raza, Zohra Yousuf, Naveed Husain, M. B. Naqvi, Sultana Siddiqui, and Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid.

(Dawn-19, 14/02/2007)

Dubai-istan

Traversing the roads that lead towards the Bundal and Budoo Islands is a uniquely Karachi experience; that said, you should enjoy it now -- it won't be there much longer. In the village of Ibrahim Hyderi, populated by local fisherfolk for about six hundred years now, there are small bazaars set up by the street side, miniature shrines named for a Sufi saint of the sea, and one room cement stores hawking everything from butchered lamb to pan masala. Soon, Ibrahim Hyderi and its residents will be an eyesore. 


Development is happening, progress is underway and these poor Pakistanis will soon to have to move out lest they cramp the style of the big capitalist push afoot. 


In all these years the village of Ibrahim Hyderi has yet to be regularised by the Sindh government, the tenants never received deeds or leases to their homes -- imagine their shock when Dubai property construction giants Emaar showed up last year and were given an immediate lease for the Bundal and Budoo Islands.


In a deal negotiated by the federal minister for ports and shipping and the prime minister (a banker, naturally) Emaar will begin a Disney-like adventure on Bundal and Budoo Islands. For the mere price of 43 billion dollars, Bundal and Budoo Islands will be transformed into luxury resorts. There will be hotels, there will be apartment complexes, and in a move apparently insensitive to irony there will even be theme parks. "It will be just like Dubai," gushed Ashfaque Hasan Khan, an aide to Shaukat Aziz, and it will be garishly christened 'Diamond Bar Island'. 


Thousands of fisherfolk will not only lose access to the islands, but will also lose their right to fish in the waters surrounding the area. Circumventing the 12,000 acres of land, and the $50 million dollar bridge that will be built connecting Emaar's mega resorts to Defence Phase VIII, will not only be time consuming for the fishermen but effectively impossible. They have been informed that due to security reasons, or more likely aesthetic reasons, their presence will no longer be tolerated in the open waters. "The big men staying at those hotels will need security from the poor" said Majeed Motlani, the Karachi chapter president of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum. Mr Motlani was wearing a black armband on the sleeve of his white shalwar kameez and shook his head as he spoke to me by the Ibrahim Hyderi dock dotted with light blue fishing boats. According to the PFF, more than 200 million people around the world, mainly in developing countries, make their living as fisherfolk. Pakistan is no exception, there are estimated to be around 200,000 fisherfolk in Karachi. 


Pakistan's ecosystem will also be devastated by Emaar's 'development'; it is not just the fisherfolk who will be sacrificed for the monstrosity of Diamond Bar Island. In the Pakistani waters of the Arabian Sea there are approximately 300 islands. These islands are populated not by people (only a 20 per cent inhabitancy is recorded) but mainly by mangrove forests. Mangrove forests are made up of trees and shrubs, typically in tropical or sub-tropical areas and tend to thrive in saline waters. They are nursery areas for crustaceans, shellfish, and provide sanctuary for many other living organisms. My brother Zulfikar was especially interested in the environmental damage done to the islands, parts of which have already been bulldozed to remove any signs of nature. The fisherfolk will be affected by the destruction of the mangroves because a sizable amount of shrimp is found in mangrove areas. The rest of us will be affected in far more ominous ways. 


As we walked along the islands -- where VIP bathrooms had already been built in anticipation of an Emaar inauguration ceremony -- Zulfikar reminded me of the 2004 tsunami; mangroves act as a barrier between land and sea currents (he is especially conversant in environmental lingo, I had to go home and look up half the things he was talking about). Without them, the casualties of the South East Asian Tsunami would have been in the millions, not thousands. Zulfikar was equally indignant over the fact that by allowing Emaar to rid us of our natural landscape of mangrove forests, Pakistan would be breaking the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, which it is a signatory to, along with 152 other countries. The 1971 treaty binds its signatories to protect and conserve natural wetland areas, recognising their fundamental ecological, economic and scientific value. We have already cheated on Ramsar many times over the years; 55 per cent of our mangrove forests from Hub to Bhambore have already been destroyed and we're acting as if we're on a schedule to wipe out the remaining 45 per cent. 


And then, as always, there is the issue of money. Speaking of the $43 billion dollar price tag of islands, Haji Shafi Jamot, a former chairman of the Karachi district council said -- almost smiling: "The fisherfolk were prepared to say 'ok, take the money and use it to pay off Pakistan's foreign debt, we'll sacrifice that for Pakistan'. But the problem is that no one knows where this money will be deposited and how it will be invested". I wanted to add "or with whom?", but Mr Motlani interrupted my silent vitriol and spoke up. "When the land at Gizri Creek (also near Defence) was reclaimed the money from so called "development projects" was divided 30 per cent to the Sindh government and 70 per cent to the Defence Housing Authority". He paused long enough for me to remind you here that the Defence Housing Authority is affiliated with the Pakistani Army. "But no reports have been released informing us -- the fisherfolk -- how this $43 billion dollars will be dealt with. Why is there zero transparency? Why is there always zero transparency?" 


It goes without saying that the Sindh government is offering no compensation to the fisherfolk for the loss of their commerce. The government remains mum on the subject, hoping that their association with a super conglomerate such as Emaar will lend some credibility and legitimacy to their whole sale vending of Pakistani soil. Emaar's revenue and net profit for 2006 was upwards of $2 billion dollars, which is surely to be expected from the company named the "best developer in the UAE". 


Besides the thirteen-year project that is Diamond Bar Island, Emaar is also teaming up with the haute couture fashion house Giorgio Armani to build ten Armani hotels and resorts worldwide, including locations in New York, Shanghai and Tokyo. If that isn't development, I don't know what is. Bankers' and ministers' hearts alike must be fluttering at the thought of an Armani hotel in Karachi; perhaps it can be built over some razed Katchi Abadis. 


Passing through the streets of Ibrahim Hyderi on my way home I saw that the bazaars were winding down after a day of business, children were walking away from the shops and towards their houses, and the open air fish market was arranging fresh seafood caught moments earlier. There was one more thing that caught my eye -- grafitti spray painted on the walls. It was black and it read "Fishermen unite -- Save our islands".

(By Fatima Bhutto, The News-6, 18/02/2007)

Coastal city good for country: PM
ISLAMABAD, Feb 19: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has said that the setting up of a new coastal city in Karachi will augur well for the development and investment climate in the country.

Mr Aziz was speaking during a presentation made by Dubai World, a Dubai government-owned company, at the PM’s House here on Monday. The presentation was attended by Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim, Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Babar Khan Ghauri, Federal Minister for Privatisation Zahid Hamid, Minister of State and Chairman Board of Investment Umar Ahmed Ghumman, Karachi Nazim Mustafa Kamal and senior government officials.


The prime minister noted that the coastal city would be built on the reclaimed land along the coastline and it would provide housing facility to the people belonging to any income group.

He said the project involving billions of dollars of investment would help create thousands of jobs and accelerate economic activity in the country. “Pakistan welcomes this environment-friendly project,” he remarked.


Mr Aziz observed that UAE companies were working all over the world in the field of real estate and their coming to Pakistan was a welcome development.


Dr Arbab said “the government of Sindh welcomes this huge investment in the province and will extend full cooperation in this regard as the project will directly benefit the masses.”

(Dawn-17, 20/02/2007)

Dubai group to build Rs 68b Hawkesbay city

KARACHI: The master plan to construct a new city ‘Karachi Waterfront Sugar Land City’ at Hawkesbay had been finalized. The project is spread over 60,000 acres and is estimated to cost US$68 billion, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said during a meeting with a delegation from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Authorities concerned have been issued NOCs for the construction of the new city. Kamal also requested the ADB to allocate loans for the revival of infrastructure, the implementation of development projects, improvement in agriculture and setting up of industrial zones in small cities of Sindh, as well as in Karachi.


Meanwhile, briefing media personnel about the details of a meeting held in Islamabad, Kamal said that an agreement will be signed in March with Nakhil Group (from Dubai). The company will take over the implementation of the Waterfront City.


Replying to a question, Kamal said that President Pervez Musharraf had given the approval for this project.


Also, on Wednesday, the city nazim inaugurated the KWSB’s “Integrated Revenue System Project.” Speaking on the occasion, he said that KWSB revenue had increased 200 percent after the revenue system was upgraded. The marketing of this revenue software will also raise the income of the water board, since many developing countries had shown an interest in using it, Kamal said.


The software cost Rs 10 million, and would facilitate 16 million people in the city. Before the software was introduced, only 200,000 bills out of 1.6 million were distributed. Around one million bills are distributed now, Kamal said. KWSB MD Brig. Iftikhar Haider said that the KWSB billing system had been changed to “monthly” from “annual”. He added that the KWSB had one million consumers, besides 5,000 bulk consumers. 

(Daily Times-B1, 22/02/2007)

Love’s labour — Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim
KARACHI, Jan 23: Bagh Ibn-e- Qasim, the country’s largest park spread over 130 acres, is to be inaugurated by President Pervez Musharraf on February 27. The park at present is closed for the public and receiving finishing touches. This scribe observed many unique features when he visited the site.

The park is so enormous it can accommodate at least 300,000 people at a time and will be open day and night.


A portion of the enormous garden offers more than 100 animals in action but they can not move as they are the genus of flowering plants like lajastonia and bougainvillea, which have been carved in such a way that they resemble different animal species. District Officer of Parks of the CDGK Liaquat Ali Khan believe such a large ‘horticultural zoo’ exists nowhere in South Asia.


“We got these plants from Thailand using official and unofficial resources. Huge sums were not spent on their purchase, it is just a labour of love on our part,” said Mr Khan. According to him, these ‘animals’ get their food not through the mouth but roots deep in the ground. “Look, what a beautiful sight they are, they will bring great joy to children and their elders alike,” he said. He is justified in taking pride in his work and calling it the most beautiful park in the country, as this scribe watched the sun set in the Arabian Sea giving the scene a surreal look. The garden’s exclusivity is that it is along the Arabian Sea, which no other park possesses,” said Mr Khan.


These flowering plants have been carved by Thai artists to resemble giraffes, golden pheasants, rabbits, deer, peacocks, elephants, bears, kangaroos, seals, pelicans etc. This portion is the latest addition and visitors will only be allowed to view from a distance so that the Green Creatures are not destroyed or harmed.

“The Bagh has become a reality due to the President’s and Governor Ishratul Ibad Khan’s personal interest otherwise removing 450 encroachments is an impossible task,” said Mr Khan. The CDGK spent Rs500 million on the 130-acre garden. Before the project was launched, 74 acres was encroached, which was vacated because of the governor’s efforts.


A Hindu temple located in what is now the park’s midst, has been renovated in line with the overall design of the park and worshippers can enter the premises free-of-charge when it opens to the public.


Ten thousand eight hundred trees have been transplanted in the garden. Over 3,000 stone benches and twenty canopies erected. There are 1,500 dustbins to keep the lawns clean. One hopes visitors to the park use them and keep this garden clean.


To keep the premises lively at night, 30 lighting towers — each carrying 24 powerful bulbs — twenty arena vision floodlights and over 1,000 footlights are installed. One hundred twenty acres are used for lawns and paths, walking and other structures have been built on the remaining 10 acres.


The City District Government Karachi, which owns the park, has hired a private security agency for the park. This firm will deploy about 200 security guards besides 50 men mounted on horses will ensure security. Another Rs6.5 million contract for the park’s maintenance for four months has been given to another firm. Ticket collection rights will also be auctioned.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-19, 23/02/2007)

Parks to be city’s identity: governor
KARACHI, Feb 23: The Sindh Governor, Dr Ishratul Ibad has said that by developing parks in every part of the city, efforts were being made to make parks the identity of thismega city.

The Governor, who paid a visit to different parts of the city including Bagh Ibn-i-Qasim and Safari Park on Friday along with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and other officials appreciated the city nazim for his efforts that had changed the city landscape and restored its status.


He said parks and games activities were guarantee of a peaceful atmosphere of any city and all round development activities were manifestation of the vision of the government and the emerging parks in every part of the city were a reflection that the people want peace.


Referring to on going mega projects, the governor said that in the next phase, the corridor from Sharea Faisal to North Karachi and Surjani Town would be turned into a signal free corridor and in this phase Jauhar More, Gulshan Chowrangi, and Nagan Chowrangi would also be made signal free. The governor said Karachi was economic engine of the country and its infrastructure was a guarantee of development and progress of the country.

(Dawn-17, 24/02/2007)

UAE Nakheel to build $68b city

ABU DHABI: UAE real estate group Nakheel will develop a mega (real estate) project in Karachi, the Khaleej Times has reported. 

A new waterfront project, Sugar Land City, involving an investment exceeding US$68 billion is currently being approved by the government of Pakistan. The master plan to develop Sugar Land City at Hawkesbay (on the outskirts of Karachi) has been finalised. The project will cover an area of 60,000 acres. An agreement is expected to be signed with Nakheel Group next month.


A visit to Pakistan by the UAE vice-president and prime minister (and ruler of Dubai), Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Makhtoum, resulted in the signing of two separate MoUs to develop two island cities close to the coast of Karachi. The two cities will be developed in phases over the next 10 years.


In 2006, real estate firm Emaar started work in Islamabad and Karachi, when it launched a US$2.4 billion housing project. The project was sold out shortly after its initial offering.


Islamabad has two Emaar projects, Highlands and Canyon Views, spread over 1,500 acres, and comprising 9,000 single-family town homes. Karachi will have another project, Crescent Bay - a 75-acre development featuring high, mid-rise towers for residential and commercial use, a shopping centre and five-star beachfront hotel. The towers will have nearly 4,000 residential apartments.

(Daily Times-B1, 26/02/2007)

President vows two islands project will continue: 

Bagh Ibne Qasim inaugurated
KARACHI, Feb 27: Brushing asides all environment concerns due to development of two islands near the Karachi coast, President General Pervez Musharraf has declared that the government “will carry on” and there will be no environmental problem. I suggest some environmentalists to please focus correctly. We will carry while taking consideration of environment,” the president said while addressing at the inaugural ceremony of Bagh Ibne Qasim at Jahangir Kothari Parade here on Tuesday.

Spread over 130 acres, Bagh Ibne Qasim was completed in a record time of 10 months and after removing encroachment from 70 acres of its land. The president paid rich tribute to Governor Sindh Dr Ishratul Ebad and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and observed that this park could be compared with any good park of the world.


The president spoke at length about the ongoing and completed development, recreational and housing projects in the metropolis and hoped that with these projects Karachi will regain its glory and it would get a prominent place not only in the region but in the world.

He said that the government was setting up treatment plants to treat sewage before it flowed into the sea to save mangroves. “We are also concerned about environment and taking so any measures. We have to cut trees for constructing or expanding roads and all developed countries do the same. But we will plant double the number of trees we cut,” he added.


General Musharraf said that the project to develop Island City and Beaches would bring huge investment in the country. He said Karachi is the economic base and industrial hub of Pakistan and therefore it needs special encouragement. He said Karachi must have a proper electricity, water and cleanliness system.


“I will review the K-IV 100 mgd water supply project and will fully back it. We have privatised the KESC but I know there are still problems. Due to economic upsurge, we need 3,300 megawatt electricity in this year. I am monitoring not only the KESC projects but also all energy related projects at the national level. We will ensure Pakistan is self sufficient in gas and electricity,” he added.


Speaking about Bagh Ibne Qasim, the pPresident said: “this is an excellent gift to the people of Karachi. It brings nostalgia to me as my father was in ministry of Foreign Affairs at Mohatta Palace and 50 years back I used to come here. All credit goes to Governor Ishratul Ebad, who conceived this project and brought me here.”

He said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has also worked hard to make this park a beautiful place in the country. He directed the governor, chief minister and city nazim to convert this city into City of Parks.


The President also said that next month he would inaugurate the Northern Bypass and one section of Lyari Expressway.

He said that previously there was only one flyover in Karachi but now the situation is changed. “Recently I inaugurated six flyovers and underpasses. There will be an Elevated Expressway on Drigh Road, which would be completed in three years.


Earlier, the governor thanked the president for gracing the occasion. He informed the president that the government was planning to construct resorts on 800 acres on Manghopir Hills besides providing recreational facility on both banks of Malir River. Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim said that he came to know that some of the land of Bagh Ibne Qasim was encroached by Asif Ali Zardari. He paid rich tribute to the governor for conceiving the revival of the Bagh at Jahangir Kothari Parade.


Earlier, in his welcome address City Nazim Mustafa Kamal thanked the President for gracing the occasion. He highlighted several hurdles in the way of construction and renovation of the Bagh Ibne Qasim and observed that it could never be possible without the President’s support to make the park a reality.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 28/02/2007)

Another sculpture disappears from Seaview
KARACHI, Feb 27: One more artwork created by renowned sculptor Anjum Ayaz at Seaview has disappeared.

To date four sculptures have been stolen and some others vandalised. Thirteen stone and marble sculptures were put on display at Seaview as part of a beautification plan two years ago by the Defence Housing Authority.


A photograph taken in January by a resident who takes daily walks along the beach revealed that three sculptures placed in Seaview had disappeared mysteriously, however, no action was taken to save the others.

The latest casualty is a sculpture inscribed with a Quranic verse near Kinara Hotel. Pictures taken by the resident show the sculpture was there three days ago but had disappeared on Tuesday.


A DHA spokesman said the sea had rusted the sculptures made of metal.

He added that there was no ‘complete ‘disappearance’ of the four sculptures in entirety, however, their upper parts rusted and lost their grip.

“Just after they lost their grip some people stole them in pieces,” he added. He said the DHA could not be blamed because the weather and public’s insensitivity had caused the loss.


The artist, Anjum Ayaz when informed by this scribe that yet another of his artworks was no more said “my idea behind putting those sculptures at Seaview was basically to share my work with the common citizen who has no access to art galleries here and I am still committed to my cause to work for the people." Anjum Ayaz is globally famous for his work in stone, marble and metal.


“Karachi is my city and I have decided that I will work for people only and not for the galleries where my people have little access,” he added. “I hadcreated those artworks for my people and won’t mind creating more for them.”


Mr Ayaz’s work is also on display at public places in Tokyo, Beijing and Dubai.

He has great affection for Karachi. The artist said every human was inherited with aesthetic sense and his efforts were part of his endeavour to awaken it among the ordinary Pakistani.


The resident who lives along the beach and is a retired educationist, however, wondered about the contradictions in the government’s policies towards social development and entertainment for the public.


“It is absurd to see President Pervez Musharraf inaugurating a great park (Bagh Ibne Qasim) himself while in the same vicinity art which is the natio’s property is being stolen and no one takes notice.”

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 28/02/2007)

More citizens upset with beach project

KARACHI, Feb 26: Another group of 32 professionals, academics, men/women of letters and media personalities have issued a statement in support of prominent citizens concerns regarding Beach Development Project of DHA.

It says: "We, the undersigned fully support the statement of concern issued by 22 prominent citizens of Karachi (published in the Dawn of 14 February 2007), including two former judges of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, regarding the Defence Housing Authority's Beach Development Project.


The project completely usurps the beach with activities that the poorer Karachiites cannot afford and restricts their access to the beach. These activities include theme parks whose entrance fee by experience of similar parks we know are too high for poor families; a railway track along the beach whose fare is estimated at Rs90 per trip; expo centres; condominiums (which will be inaccessible for security reasons); exclusive clubs; and most surprisingly, multi-storey car parks on the water's edge.


We recognise the need for these facilities for the elite but not at the expense of losing the beach for the citizens of the city. As such, we strongly recommend that the provisions of the Karachi Coastal Management Plan 2000, prepared by the then Karachi Development Authority with assistance from the United Nations, be followed and a construction-free-zone of 50 metres between the high water mark and construction be maintained. This zone should be accessible to the public. Such construction-free-accessible-zones are maintained in urban areas under laws in India, Thailand, Vietnam, now also in Sri Lanka, and in the developed world.


We are very concerned that the beach project will deprive not only the citizens of Karachi but also visitors from all over Pakistan of access to an important recreational asset. In this connection it is important to note that 4,655 persons belonging to 73 CBOs and NGOs from all over Pakistan and residents of 89 lower and lower-middle income locations in Karachi have signed a statement voicing concerns similar to ours regarding this project. We are also very concerned that this project will further fragment an already fragmented city by eliminating its most accessible and important multi-class public space.


Ghulam Kibria, Shahab Ghani Khan, Husnain Lotia, Syed Akeel Bilgrami, Khusro Mumtaz, Dr Murad Khan, Harris Khalique, Arif Belgaumi, Dr Agha Ajmal, Dr Riffat Moazam Zaman, Kausar S. Khan, Kamil Khan Mumtaz, Shahid Khan, Khawar Mumtaz, Dr Shifa Naeem, Afiya S. Zia, Khalid Mahmood, Khalid Mir, Asad Umer, Rina Saeed Khan, Maheen Khan, Tanya Shafi Khan, Asad Sayeed, Sonia Rehman, Shiraz Manzoor Haider, Gulbaz Khan Afaqi, Rana Shafiq-ur-Rahman, Fozia Tanveer, Hasan Zaidi, Tahera Hasan, Laila Haider and Maheen Zia, have signed this statement.

(Dawn-19, 28/02/2007)

Musharraf wants Karachi to be a city of parks

KARACHI: President Musharraf, expressing his determination to continue the economic uplift of Karachi, directed the Chief Minister, Sindh, and the Sindh Governor to convert the city into one of parks. He added that the space set for parks must not be allotted for any other purpose.


He asked environmental experts to make sure that the economic growth of Karachi was not impeded in any way, as Karachi’s growth and progress means prosperity for the country.

He said this while addressing a huge gathering at the inauguration of Bagh-e-Ibne Qasim on Tuesday, adding that Karachi would be made into one of the world’s modern cities and that while the power and water issues will be resolved it will also have the parks and recreational facilities.

He termed the Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim an excellent gift to the people of Karachi.

President Musharraf listed a lack of clean drinking water, the electricity shortage, and a lack of cleanliness as Karachi’s current problems.


He said the electricity problem would also be resolved, and that the city had required 2200 megawatts of electricity per year but now with a population of 15 million its power requirement has risen to 3300 megawatts. Karachi’s demand has increased by 50 percent, he added. But he said We will resolve this problem.Referring to the city’s water problem, he said he had provided K-III for 100 mgd water and now he would back up the K-IV water project. President Musharraf said that Karachi city should also be cleaned and for this purpose negotiations were be held with a private firm for a solid waste management project which would resolve the cleanliness problem.


He directed environmental experts not to create hurdles in the development of the city and said, “If we have to make roads for the development of the city and for this if we have to chop the trees, we will do it but then we will also plant more trees”. He said these roads would be connected to the bridges and said that the environment of the coastal belt would also be cleansed. To that end, he said, treatment plants would be installed and sites had been selected.


President Musharraf said the speedy progress of Karachi could be gauged from the fact that there used to be 35,000 cars on the roads in Karachi, but now this figure had risen to some 250,000.


Mega projects were being planned for the development of the beaches, he said.


Explaining in detail Karachi’s development projects he said he would like to inaugurate the Northern Bypass by next month, and also that one section of the Lyari expressway would also be completed and opened soon, he added.


The Sindh Governor, speaking on the occasion, thanked the President for extending support in the construction of park and said plans were being made to build a resort over 800 square yards on Manghopir Hills.


The President also announced a Rs 2 million reward for those who helped build this park.


Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim lauded the role of DCO Karachi in building the park.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 28/02/2007)

Twin islands issue

Sindh govt will move court if necessary: CM

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Ghulam Arbab Rahim has reiterated that all 300 islands off the coast of Sindh - including Dingy and Bhandar (Buddo) - belong to the province, as this claim bears ground under national as well as international laws.

The chief minister stated this on Tuesday after holding consultations with senior constitutional and legal experts. He declared that his government would move the superior courts if the situation demanded it.

The meeting held at the Chief Minister House was attended by constitutional expert and former law minister Abdul Hafeez Pirzada and former Sindh law minister Justice (retd) Abdul Qadir Halepoto as well as Dr Imjad Bukhari.


According to an official handout faxed to newspapers, the legal experts apprised the chief minister that Sindh government’s claim on the twin islands was well supported by all the national and international laws.

These experts also declared that the claim of the federal Minster for Shipping and Ports Babar Ghori that the twin islands fall in the domain of Port Qasim Authority was not true.


Talking to the media after the meeting, the chief minister said that the Sindh government did not intend to move the court over this issue, adding that if such a situation arose the government would certainly adopt the legal course.

He said that the law experts had unanimously advised the Sindh government that the island land that was reclaimed from the sea happens to be the property of the Sindh government, while the land that had submerged into the sea belongs to the federal government. 


Arbab further said that the Sindh government had just sanctioned, and not allotted, these islands to Port Qasim Authority for operational purpose.
He declared that the matter of investing in these islands would have to be sorted out through Sindh government and not the Port Qasim Authority. The Port Qasim Authority did not have any documentary proof that the Sindh government had sold out these islands to the PQA, he added.


Abdul Haffez Pirzada pointed out that as per the Constitution, Sindh Government rules and regulations, Sindh Government Revenue Act and 1976 Water Law, the contentious twin islands, whose ownership issues have sparked a lot of controversy, happen to be the property of Sindh government and should not be handed over to the federal governments. 

They declared that under Article 172 of the Constitution, there was no legal status of any MoU signed by the federal government over this land, as it remains a dispute between the federal and Sindh governments.

(The News-3, 28/02/2007)

All islands above sea level are Sindh govt property: CM

KARACHI: Exactly 300 islands above sea level, including Bhuddo and Bandal, are the property of Sindh, Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim said Tuesday after consulting legal advisors.
“National as well international laws support our contention,” Rahim told the media after a meeting with former federal law minister, Abdul Hafeez Pirzada, former provincial law minister Justice E Abdul Qadir Halepoto and Dr. Amjad Bukhari. “Issues such as these come up between the federal and provincial governments, and there is no need to take it to court. If required, however, we will certainly do so,” the CM said.


“We have consulted our legal experts and they have unanimously opined that all islands seen above sea level are provincial property while those submerged by the sea are federal property,” Rahim said, adding that the Sindh government had allowed the Port Qasim Authority to use these islands only for operational purposes and had not sold them.

“If the PQA wants to invest on these islands, it can do so only on the basis of terms and conditions set by the provincial government,” he said.


Replying to a question, Rahim said that the railways land case was a different issue. That land was granted to the railways by the Sindh government, around 100 years ago. The land to Port Qasim, however, was sold at the rate of Rs 10,000 per acre, but that did not include islands, the CM said, adding that the PQA had no documented proof on the sale of the islands. 


Abdul Hafeez Pirzada (the author of the 1973 Constitution) said that the islands were the property of Sindh and the federal government had no right over them. “The federal government owns only the land which is granted to it by the province,” said Pirzada. “We have come to this conclusion after examining all laws, including the constitution, provincial laws, the Sindh Revenue Act, Water Law 1976 etc.”


Justice E Abdul Qadir Halepoto said that under Article 172 of the Constitution, these islands were the property of the Sindh government. Replying to a question, he said that if any MoU had been signed for these Islands, it held no legal status. “As legal consultants, however, we are not concerned with any MoUs, and the federal and provincial governments have to resolve that matter,” he said, adding that as far as the right of property was concerned, the Sindh government owned these islands.


Dr. Amjad Bukhari explained the Continental Share, and said under clause 2 of Article 172 of the 1973 Constitution, all surfaces emerging out of the sea fall under the provincial government.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/02/2007)

32 citizens rally against DHA beach project


KARACHI: A group of 32 citizens supported a statement of concern (issued by 22 people earlier this month) regarding the Defence Housing Authority’s Beach Development Project. 

According to a statement issued by the 32 professionals Tuesday, the Beach Development Project “completely usurps the beach with activities that the poorer strata cannot afford, and restricts their access to the beach.” These activities include theme parks “whose entrance fee by experience of similar parks we know are too high for poor families, a railway track along the beach whose fare is estimated at Rs 90 per trip, expo centres, condominiums (which will be inaccessible for security reasons), exclusive clubs, and most surprisingly, multi-storey car parks on the water’s edge.


“We recognise the need for these facilities for the elite but not at the expense of losing the beach for the citizens. As such, we strongly recommend that the provisions of the Karachi Coastal Management Plan 2000, prepared by the then Karachi Development Authority (KDA) with assistance from the United Nations, be followed and a construction-free zone of 50 metres between the high-water mark and construction be maintained,” the signatories said. This zone, they said, should be accessible to the public. “In this connection it is important to note that 4,655 people belonging to 73 CBOs and NGOs from all over Pakistan and residents of 89 lower and lower-middle income locations in Karachi have signed a statement voicing concerns similar to ours regarding this project. We are also very concerned that this project will further fragment an already fragmented city by eliminating its most accessible and important multi-class public space,” the statement concluded.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/02/2007)

MARCH

Thinking beyond the park

The formal inauguration of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim along the main Clifton beach area of Karachi will surely be a valuable addition to the undeveloped recreational scenario of the city. However, other major proposed development works in and around Karachi have proved more painstaking to the concerned authorities. 


The development plans for the twin Islands near Port Qasim, DHA’s beach development project, Kidney Hill, Gutter Baghicha, Chawkandi graveyard near National Highway and the proposed elevated expressway on Shara-e-Faisal, all projects in Karachi have caused serious concerns among the civic quarters active in protecting the rights of Karachiites.


The dearth of genuine recreational and picnic spots along the Karachi beach has always been accepted by the authorities. The inauguration of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim on 130 acres of land at the historical location of Jahangir Kothari Parade will serve the cause of public service on a massive scale in an unprecedented manner. According to the senior government officials, some 70 acres of the land selected for the park had been vacated of land grabbers and illegal occupiers. They say that development of the park has not only served the cause of public recreation, but also impacted the land mafia.


However, the manner in which the government has changed the amenity status of the land of Kidney Hill, Gutter Baghicha, and on some important locations in the city, is quite dubious and alarming for concerned citizens. The political parties, non-governmental organisations, and other concerned groups of social workers and citizens widely allege that the government has been deliberately acting to patronise and legalise the flourishing business of land grabbing, illegal allotments, and misuse of the amenity land. They say that once the land grabbers were officially granted permission to exploit the land reserved for amenity purposes, the citizens would find it utterly difficult to have open spaces for their recreational and entertainment.


Already, the land on the outskirts of the city and along the inter-city highways leading to Karachi has become largely disputed and misused due to the land grabbing mafia. The mushrooming of so-called farm houses, housing schemes for middle-income groups, and other recreational spots in the suburban areas of Malir, Bin Qasim, and Gadap towns, and along National and Super highways has been continuing with an alarming pace. These activities have largely gone unchecked and ignored. 


The direct involvement of the government in some instances helps only to further the activities of the land grabbing mafia. What to say of the outskirts and suburban areas when land in well-populated and prime areas of the city was brazenly allotted, without due authorisation, to non-bona fide builders and developers to provide substandard residential and apartment schemes? 


The political circles maintaining affiliation or loyalties to the ruling forces often enjoy savoury benefits and advantages owing to the activities of unscrupulous elements for exploiting and hijacking the process of urban planning, construction, and development. 


Moreover, major development and reconstruction activities like those planned on the twin islands near Port Qasim should be carried out only after allaying apprehensions and objections of all concerned stakeholders, especially the fishermen community, whose livelihood would potentially be disturbed due to development and urbanisation of the twin islands. 


President Pervez Musharraf, while addressing the inauguration ceremony of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim on Tuesday night, expressed his resolve to carry on with the development and construction of the two islands near Karachi regardless of the public and experts’ reservations pertaining to the concerns for environmental degradation and marine life. 


It should be mentioned here that it is not only the non-government affiliates that have been resisting the move of developing and constructing the two islands. The Sindh government, led by its chief minister, Ghulam Arbab Rahim, has not been satisfied so far by the issue of the islands. The Sindh chief minister’s demand that his government should be fully taken into confidence, consulted, and given due recognition and privileges related to the twin island development project, is largely the same aired by the concerned non-governmental quarters in the province.

(By Muhammad Azeem Samar, The News-4, 01/03/2007)

Karachi and its parks
By Ardeshir Cowasjee


ON the evening of February 28 the following message arrived in my mailbox: “Page No.8, February 28, Daily Qumi Akhbar, Karachi. Arad Sher Kawasji: Please some admiration of City Nazim and Governor of Sindh too. In the opening Ceremony of Ibne-e-Qasim Bagh in Karachi President General Pervez Musharraf addressed to prominent columnist Arad Sher Kawasji that I don’t know either his present or not in this opening ceremony.


“He writes about many things in his columns. I request him today at the occasion of opening ceremony of this park to write something positive because foundation of this park has been laid by the forefathers of Parsi community and admire City Nazim and Governor of Sindh for completion of this park.”


It came from young Rizwan Edhi, the nephew of the greater and good Edhi, that ever helpful man.


No, I was not present, General, having not been invited to the grand opening. But my community and I are most appreciative that you, the First of Pakistan, were good enough to remember and acknowledge the munificence of our forbears. It was 100 years ago that Sir Jehangir Hormusji Kothari demolished his house atop the Clifton hill and on his land thereon built and bequeathed to the people of Karachi the magnificent pavilion, parade and pier which still stand. Then, inspired by him, another Parsi benefactor, Sir Kavasji Hormusji Katrak, built and gave to the people the grand bandstand which looms over the cliff.


To register some positive remarks, the next morning I telephoned the city nazim, young Mustafa Kamal (known affectionately as Mustafa Khudai, as he digs and digs gutters and roads and moves on without refilling the gaping holes). He was not available. I left a message. I then went off to see the director of parks, my old friend Liaquat Ali who I have interacted with over park matters for many a year. He has progressed from his old KMC days and now calls himself Liaquat Ali Khan, claims descent from a family of jagirdirs, and wears nothing but silk. I duly congratulated him on the part he had played in laying the park and in getting rid of encroaching buildings (except for Asif Zardari’s ‘Costa Livina’).


The general is quoted in the press as having also said at the grand opening that “spaces set for parks must not be allotted for any other purpose.” Reportedly he also “directed the governor, chief minister and city nazim to convert this city into a city of parks.”


Having written two columns (Feb 18 and 25) on the ongoing saga of Kidney Hill, a designated park area lying between Shaheed-e-Millat and Karsaz Roads, I do not wish to be repetitive. This area has been the subject of much litigation for the past two decades with regard to attempts to convert portions of it into a housing society.


Governor Ishratul Ibad is well aware of what has been happening in the current case of the Kidney Hill area (CP 160/07), of the intimidating threats to petitioners in the high court of Sindh and of other concerned citizens, of the various methods of “persuasion” employed, and that is why on March 1 he met 10 citizens to discuss the matter. Represented at this meeting were members of the NGO Shehri, one of the petitioners in the high court, representatives of the Helpline Trust, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, the Reformers and the Institute of Architects of Pakistan.


The MQM parliamentary leader in the National Assembly, Dr Farooq Sattar, a former mayor of Karachi and well versed in the background of the 62-acre Kidney Hill flew down from Islamabad. He confirmed that originally the area was notified as a park and recreation area, that it had for ever been a contentious matter with various parties and groups wrangling over it and attempting to grab it, and admitted that even as mayor, and later as a senior minister, he was unable to develop the park for public benefit because of opposition from interested parties and the cases in court.


The governor enlarged on his part the rather dubious settlement last year of the dispute and the compromise reached based on “ground realities” (as opposed to on the law) - the award of 20 acres of land to the Overseas Cooperative Housing Society for residential plots, with 10 additional acres of roads, all ultra vires of the law and despite the fact that the park area was in the protective custody of the nazir of the high court. The justification for this was the usual, that two wrongs making one right - over the years, seven acres of Kidney Hill had already been misappropriated - or rather “grabbed”.


The publicity given to this matter has done some good - all is not yet lost. The governor has ordered an investigation into the matter of the intimidation tactics and threats and has given his word that he will take all necessary measures to protect the lives, families and properties of those who have been “threatened”.


He has also agreed to have the park “settlement” re-examined by the government, this time round involving the residents of the area, concerned citizens, and the concerned lawyers to resolve the issue and save the park. In the meantime, hearings of the citizens’ petition will proceed in the high court.


After the governor’s meeting on Thursday, Amber Alibhai, Shehri’s general secretary, again received a “threatening” phone call. This time, the issuer of threats related all that had transpired at the governor’s meeting, and told Amber that he could e-mail to her photographs of her children and tell her exactly what they did where and when. She was told to expect the “worst” if the petition was not withdrawn from the court.


Thereupon the Shehri office-bearers hurriedly met and instructed their lawyer, Barrister Mohammad Gilbert Naimur Rahman, as follows:


“Re: Withdrawal of Kidney Hill Case, CP 160/2007. After much deliberation, we, the managing committee members, are instructing you to withdraw the above case. The reasons are threats of kidnapping and murder made to us and our families, involvement of false cases instituted on 22 February 2007 in the lower court, the day the threatening calls began. We have been advised by all our well-wishers that it is simply impossible to stop these threats from being carried out. Too much money is involved in this deal. We do not wish to jeopardise our families and their lives. Thank you for your continued support.”


It is signed by Mrs Amber Alibhai, Roland de Souza, chairperson, Dr Syed Raza Ali Gardezi, vice chairperson and Khatib Ahmed, member - all of Shehri-CBE.

The honourable judges of the high court may allow Shehri to withdraw and decide to continue to adjudicate the matter.

Should the president happen to read this, would he kindly ensure that law and order prevails in his domain.


Note: Yesterday’s issue of Dawn carried a letter to the editor under the caption ‘Kidney Hill’ sent in by Captain (army, navy, merchant marine?) Aijaz Haroon, the honorary secretary of the Overseas Cooperative Housing Society. He alleges that what I have written on the matter is “baseless”. Is he prepared to allow the learned judges to decide?

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 04/03/2007)

Untreated sewage being released on to Clifton beach

KARACHI: Raw sewage is being discharged from a treatment plant in DHA into the sea as the plant has been malfunctioning for some time now, investigations by The News have revealed.

The sewerage treatment plant, which is run by the Clifton Cantonment Board (CCB) at Sea View has stopped functioning properly say its operators and that is why untreated sewerage is being discharged “occasionally” into the sea. 

The discharged sewage runs across Seaview and Clifton beach and is a source of concern for the public. The plant was inaugurated by the former administrator of Defence Housing Authority (DHA) Brig Maqsood Hussain on December 20, 2003. The authority concerned built 17 sewerage tanks near Masjid Usman Ghani, besides ‘Caffeine’ a restaurant which was previously known as Kublai Khan.


This treatment plant was initially meant to treat sewerage from a few phases of DHA so that the sea would not be polluted by directly discharging the sewerage into it, say officials. The plant functioned properly in its initial years but, later, it developed some problems owing to which it could not treat sewage water and was then converted into a storage area where sewage water would be held and then resupplied for watering gardens in DHA areas. 

“The tanks serve now as a storage place where sediments are allowed to settle and then the clearer water is supplied through tankers to parks and gardens in the vicinity,” said one official. 


One of the reasons for the failure of the plant to function is cited as the absence of the chemicals and substances that were used to clean the sewage water before it was discharged in the sea. Another reason, say officials, is that the amount of sewage that the plant is expected to process is well beyond its capacity. 


These days, the plant has become a storage facility for sewage water. When the sewerage in the tanks start overflowing, the untreated sewage is released into the sea. This sewerage water is primarily used for watering the gardens within the vicinity of DHA through tankers. The tankers are supplied with sewerage water through these constructed sewerage tanks - mostly during the daytime.


When tankers are not being loaded with the sewerage water, the personnel of CCB deputed at this treatment plant open the valve of tanks and allow the sewerage to flow into the sea. If they don’t open the valve then the sewerage tanks would start overflowing, they argue, and this would lead to sewage water on the main roads.


The danger to public health comes from the fact that the beach on which this untreated effluent is released is where hundreds of people gather and swim or simply wade. An official of CCB when contacted to get the version on this story said that the total sewerage water was not going untreated into the sea.

He added, however, that the sewerage which comes from Tauheed Commercial Area is beyond the capacity of the plant. He said rest of the sewerage is properly treated through the plant. He claimed that CCB is planning to enhance the capacity of this treatment plant so that thorough sewerage could be treated effectively.

(By Qadeer Hussain, The News-2, 04/03/2007)

Bagh needs parking facility: nazim
KARACHI, March 5: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has directed the authorities concerned to make arrangement on priority basis to provide parking facility to people visiting Bagh Ibne Qasim.

The nazim issued these directives during a surprise visit to the recently-inaugurated Bagh Ibne Qasim where he met a large number of visitors.

He inspected various portions of the park and asked the officials concerned to identify separate places for parking of motorcycles and cars of visitors. Besides, he directed the District Officer (Parks) to establish more toilets in the park to provide maximum facilities to the visitors.


Meanwhile, the nazim informed a 16-member delegation of journalists from Azad Kashmir that the city government was paying full attention to all parts of the city and the development work was being carried out in all areas without any discrimination. He said the city government was addressing all lingering issues on equality basis.

He said investors from different parts of the world were coming to Karachi and US$1.2 billion investment had been made so far.
The delegation, led by Ramzan Chughtai, appreciated the pace of development projects and lauded the cooperation of Muttahida Qaumi Movement and people of Karachi after the October 2005 earthquake in Kashmir.

(Dawn-17, 06/03/2007)

An "excellent gift" indeed [image: image10.jpg]
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General Musharraf expressed some laudable sentiments while officially inaugurating the Clifton area Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim last week in Karachi. He instructed the governor of Sindh to convert Karachi into a city of parks and further instructed that areas designated for parks should not be put to any other use. 

However, aside from the fact that officials have to be categorically 'instructed' not to hand over public areas like parks to 'developers' to be converted into malls and parking lots (a truth that should be evident to all), there were other worrying aspects to the General's speech. First, he declared the park "an excellent gift" to the people of Karachi. But parks shouldn't be considered gifts to be bestowed upon citizens by the rulers of a country. Public parks are our constitutional right, guaranteed to us. 


The Supreme Court of Pakistan has previously held that the right to a clean and healthy environment is inherent in the constitutionally-protected fundamental rights to life and dignity and that the right to life in a positive manner enshrined in Article 9 of the constitution is not limited to placing restrictions on the state with reference to the life and liberty of a person, rather it enjoins the state to take positive steps in promoting the quality of life of all its citizens. 

It is, therefore, the job and duty of rulers and city administrators to ensure that this obligation of the state towards its citizens is met. There is no aspect of this process which should be considered a "gift". 


Even more perturbing was the General's advice to environmental experts to not get in the way of Karachi's economic growth (which would lead to economic growth for the country) or to create hurdles in the development of the city. "If we have to make roads for the development of the city and for this if we have to chop the trees, we will do it but then we will also plant more trees," The General said and also cited the mega projects being planned for the 'development' of Karachi's beaches.

But it is precisely the job of environmental experts to point out the damage likely to be being caused by "mega projects" and "development". Is any kind of development and short-term economic growth worth it if it causes environmental, ecological, psychological and, consequently and ultimately, even economic (the only language that our rulers seem to speak) long-term damage? 


Environmental experts and city planners are not against development itself but they wish to see this development conducted in a planned, organised fashion that causes minimal damage to the environment, which is sustainable, and which benefits the majority of the citizenry and not just the privileged few. Sounds reasonable, doesn't it? And for this they are considered as enemies of 'development'. 

May I add also that it takes a lot less time to chop down trees than to plant them and nurture them to maturity. Karachi already has a severe dearth of trees and we need to preserve the majority of them as a precious resource, not treat their deaths in such a casual, off-handed manner.


With respect to the mega projects along Karachi's beaches General Musharraf is contradicting himself. If parks are meant for the public at large and are not be converted to some other use than beaches are public property too. They are not to be usurped by commercial investors for the development of mega projects that will only result in the majority of the city's populace being denied the right of the use of these beaches. These mega projects are only meant for the privileged few and not for the ones -- the have-nots - who really need access to free, accessible recreational areas.

The General has also forgotten -- or perhaps not even realised -- that it is not just the environmental experts and town planners who have a say in the mega projects being planned for Karachi and across the country. Under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (PEPA) and its rules and regulations, any project of sufficient size has to undergo an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and a no-objection certificate (NOC) obtained from the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) before the project can proceed. 


The PEPA also requires for the results of the EIAs to be presented before the general public because such projects concern and affect each and every citizen and their opinions and concurrence need to be sought before the project can proceed. This makes it a very empowering law for the citizenry --something overlooked by almost all concerned -- allowing every individual the right of direct participation. 

The law, however, is usually ignored and the public kept in the dark and excluded from the decision-making process as is being done in the Clifton beach waterfront project. No EIA has been presented before the public by the DHA for this project. When an EIA is actually conducted the process is hardly transparent and the legal requirements fulfilled barely in letter and not at all in spirit. 


But coming back to the General's "gift" to the people of Karachi. The day after it was inaugurated it was promptly closed to the public (ostensibly for cleaning up and maintenance purposes after the mess created by the inaugural festivities) much to the dismay of thousands who showed up to use its facilities only to be turned away. 


The Bagh was then reopened only with the express intervention of the governor. However, the public will have to pay for the use of this gift going forward - there will be an entrance fee charged for its use. It's the gift that will keep on taking. 

According to a report in this paper, a contract is to be awarded for the right to sell tickets and collect entrance fees at the park either to the lowest bidder or (ahem!) at the discretion of the city government. But the contract of maintaining the park has already been awarded to a private firm which will collect Rs8.8million of the tax-payers money for four months work only. That's Rs2.2 million a month, folks. This is on top of a security contract for Rs3.6million for three months, i.e. Rs1.2 million a month. So what is the entrance fee supposed to pay for?

Debate on waterfront project urged http://thenews.com.pk/arc_news.asp?id=4 By our correspondent Sunday, March 04, 2007 KARACHI: Some prominent figures of Karachi have raised thier voices against the proposed Waterfront Project of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and stressed the need to create awareness among the masses regarding the waterfront project so that their access to the beach could not be denied. They expressed these views at a discussion at the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) House on Saturday. In his presentation on the waterfront project, noted architect Arif Hassan said that the development projects from Macdonald to Village and Creek Club have restricted the common man's access to the area at the Karachi beach. He said that the vendors, who used to sell things at a low prices, were forced to quit the area and the common man could not visit the area anymore. He pointed out that Karachi had remained victim to cyclones on many occasions in the past and the worst cyclone had hit Karachi in 1902. Arif Hassan said that according to a survey of 1987, 0.225 million people visited the Karachi beach. “Where these people would go for recreation purposes if they were deprived of this recreation spot,” he asked. He stressed the need of adhering to the principles of urban development while carrying out any development work and added that the ecology should not be disturbed while conceiving any project and it should not cause social conflict among the people. Zahid Farooq of the Urban Resource Centre said that up until December 31, 2006, some 4680 citizen of the country including NGOs and Community Based Organizations (CBOs) had signed a signatory campaign against the waterfront project. Advocated Jawaid A Siddiqi said that the Supreme Court of Pakistan could also be approached on the issue. One of the participants of the meeting suggested that a gathering of citizens could also be convened on this issue at the beach which could have more symbolic impact. “We are not against the development but there is a dire need to take note that who would be the beneficiaries of these developments,” said a participant. 

(By Khusro Mumtaz, The News-6, 06/03/2007)

Karachi gets an adventure park!

By Bilal Tanweer

Adventure parks are known for facilities that are high on the thrill content and fear-factor. Karachi's first such park Go Aish is located within the city in the infamous Safari Park. Neglected for years, the park was falling into ruins. This addition to Safari Park is not only going to put the much needed spark back in this huge park but also provide young and adventurous Karachiites [image: image1.wmf]with a much needed recreation alternative. Covering an area of 12-acres, this park is here to stay, and is a rare addition vis a vis Karachi's entertainment scene.

Imbisat Mallick, has set up the first of its kind adventure park in Karachi. A passionate rope climber, he has done rope courses around the world, and for him this was a labour of love. "I do not look at this like a business. My aims are not commercial. I have done this because it is really my thing - especially, the rope courses. People in this part of the world do not have a concept of an adventure park; we have been fooling around with this idea under different pretensions. I also know that such a thing is not necessary for everyone, but I am sure that there are a number of people among the 20 million in this city who are interested in thrill and adventure." The land has been leased for ten years to him by the City District Government Karachi, and he is the sole manager. Aimed to provide Karachiites with [image: image4.jpg]


affordable fun, the ticket prices are from 100 to 200 rupees.

The park has been constructed in collaboration with a world renowned Czech Republic based company, Lanove Centrum (Project Outdoors), which specializes in providing amusement/adventure services around all of Europe.

Perhaps the most important thing about the park is that it is a positive omen for Karachi. What is even more welcome is that it is located in an area, which is severely deprived of entertainment and recreational options. People from these parts of Karachi usually have to travel to Defence and Clifton to meet their recreational needs. Not confined to four facilities, it is hoped that these would be increased in the future and more such facilities for public recreation would be created in this part of the city.

 

Wall Climbing

A 35 ft by 35 ft wall has been erected for beginner, intermediate and advanced level climbing difficulties. This sport, popular around the world for many decades, now makes its way to Karachi. Requiring toughness, this sport is meant for those who wish to test their physical and mental resilience.

 

Paintball

First-person shooter video games are undoubtedly the most popular video games among Karachi's youth, who throng to video-gaming zones in large numbers. Paintball, which is the physical equivalent of Counter-Strike, already attracts a large number of young people who, wearing commando gear, shoot each other with paint-balls. This is one of the fastest growing sports around the world, and it seems that Paintball has been an immediate hit with Karachiites as well.

 

ATV (All Terrain Vehicles) Quad Bikes

A 1.2-kilometer course surrounded by muddy hills has been designed for these bikes. The course is rugged terrain, and the race is between balance and speed. Allowed to people who are sixteen and above, this is one of the most popular facilities in the park, since it requires minimal instruction or physical pre-requisites.

 

High Rope Course

[image: image5.jpg]


The highlight of the park, this high rope course is the longest in the Sub-continent and Middle East. Under the supervision of trained instructors, participants walk over rope courses, designed with increasing difficulty. Before embarking on the course, trainers give detailed instructions to ensure the safety of the participants.

For some reason, the emphasis was on instruction in English, which made it a rather tiring process, because neither the instructor nor the participants had a command over the language. It is advised to keep things simple!

Unique, exciting and physically demanding, Karachiites will soon acquire a love for it!

(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-33, 11/03/2007)

A missed opportunity

Last month the citizens of Karachi were 'gifted' a huge park. Ignoring all admonitions about dental examination of gift horses, it is worthwhile to scrutinize what exactly it is that we have received. A great deal has been written in the press about the vital statistics of Ibn-e-Qasim Park, much of it copied verbatim from CDGK's own promotional material. At 130 acres, the park is touted as the largest park in Pakistan, embellished with 10,800 trees, 3,000 benches, 20 stone canopies, 1,500 dustbins, 30 light towers and 200 private security guards.


One may take all of these figures at face value, but the claim of the largest park in Pakistan is patently wrong. Ayub Park in Rawalpindi and the much neglected Safari Park on University Road are both significantly larger than Ibn-e-Qasim Park. There are several other urban parks that may also contest that title. It is safe to say though, that it is indeed, the largest park attempted and completed by the CDGK. But tall claims aside, credit should go to the CDGK for a considerable achievement. 


The effort expended by the CDGK in recovering the encroachments and completing the park in a relatively short period of time is highly commendable. Ibn-e-Qasim Park is a remarkable improvement over the sandy wasteland that previously used to stretch from the heights of Jehangir Kothari Parade down to the sea. The park will certainly be a popular recreational destination and a source of civic pride for the citizens of Karachi. In that sense, the park is not just better than nothing it is something special.


Unfortunately, we have become so inured to being disappointed by the quality of the design and the paucity of thought expended in our urban projects that we have come to accept mediocrity as an acceptable solution. Ibn-e-Qasim Park fails at the conceptual level because its layout neglects to appreciate its size and scale and the possibilities inherent in the design of a large urban park. The designers of the park failed to convey a vision for the park. A single idea was blindly applied from end to end of the 130-acre expanse. Standing at the Jehangir Kothari Parade the park stretches out as a repetitive and monotonous grid of straight paved pathways running in both directions with areas of grass in between. A relentless Cartesian grid, arbitrarily imposed over the entire park, creates an oppressive and unnatural landscape. 


The only variations from this grid appear to be a reluctant response to existing elements, such as the pier, the bandstand and the limits of the property. None of the paths lead anywhere except to the boundary walls. No piece of lawn is any different from any other pieces of lawn. No part of the park is unique enough to be memorable; it is merely a space to disperse. The thousands of trees that have been planted in the park are small ornamental trees and have been evenly sprinkled throughout the park; paired with benches and dustbins. The whole is equally evenly and harshly illuminated by lighting towers, which are more appropriate at traffic intersections. The level of light pollution from the park is likely to be disturbing to the neighbouring residents.


A great opportunity to achieve excellence in landscape design has been missed. This would have been an ideal project to offer as a national or international design competition to invite proposals for the design of the park from architects and landscape architects. An area the size of Ibn-e-Qasim Park can offer limitless possibilities in the design of a park. There is ample room to create a natural landscape of undulating hills and meadows, replete with dense vegetation and different settings. Diverse micro-environments could have been created which would have been strung together along picturesque, meandering paths. Careful and artful plantation of a wide variety of shade trees and ornamental plants could have been used to enclose areas of the park or to open selected vistas through the landscape. 


The park could have had a lake for boating and wading. An area could have been laid out as a formal rose garden, in the style of classical 17th century Mughal gardens. It might have had low hills and gentle valleys sculpted in to provide varying topography in the park. In its haste to call it a fait accompli, pushing a self-imposed deadline, the CDGK went it alone with the City's Horticulture Department taking on the responsibility of the design and execution of the park. The result is a park that has the ambience of a vast eidgah and though green, is boring and oppressive.


Ibn-e-Qasim Park may have been a dusty wasteland before its current incarnation; it was certainly not a 'no-go area' as claimed in the press. In spite of its unseemly appearance the area was actively used by city dwellers for numerous activities. A part of the park area was occupied by Fun Land, a small but hugely popular amusement park, another part was used for horse riding classes and polo matches, and on Sundays the parking lot in front of the Jehangir Kothari Parade was a favourite venue for Sunday cricket matches for the neighbourhood boys. Several matches took place simultaneously in that narrow lot. If the area was also the nexus for nefarious activities it was only because the police did not patrol it. 


The new park fails to acknowledge in its design, the needs of all of these and numerous other activities that could have been offered in the park. Ibn-e-Qasim Park occupies a large enough area that can easily accommodate numerous different activities. For example, a cricket field requires about 3.5 acres. Half a dozen cricket fields and several other sports fields could have been artfully landscaped into the design of the park. Paths for jogging, walking, rollerblading and cycling could have been woven through the landscape of the park. An area could have been designated for the horse riding and polo matches. It would have provided an invaluable resource to the citizens of Karachi and would have kept our children off the streets. 


The need for parks developed in the late 19th century as a response to the growing congestion in the major cities of Europe and America. The large urban park was for the public welfare and health of city dwellers and was seen as a way to "offering city dwellers the equivalent of a day in the country.” Urban parks provided an opportunity for the city dwellers to be transported from their hectic and demanding existence into a tranquil and healthy environment, where they were able to engage in a variety of recreational activities. The desire to bring nature into the city resulted in the design of parks as natural landscapes. 


In Pakistan, we have had a recent history of laying out parks in the corrupted forms of the Mughal char--bagh, with straight paths, formal and symmetrical plantings, and not useful for anything except strolling. Our modern urban parks need to be much more than that. They must encompass the myriad of recreational activities and distractions. This complexity of function, form and plantation design can only be achieved by qualified architects and landscape architecture professionals. Hopefully, the CDGK will engage one for their next major park.

(By Arif Belgaumi, The News-6, 13/03/2007)

Beachfront development


YOUR editorial, ‘A flawed vision’ (March 12), calling for a comprehensive, organised development of our city, in sync with a master plan, was excellent.

Perhaps another proposed mega-project may be of interest to your readers. It has shaken me to the bone.

I have recently come to know that the proposed beachfront development is not confined to Clifton and the DHA only. The government of Pakistan intends to hand over the entire coastline, stretching from the French Beach to Manora, to Dubai developers to develop.


The plan, of course, does seem to remember that the 17 million citizens of Karachi may need to go to the beach, unfettered by commercial ‘jagga’ tax, so it says that ‘portions’ may be left available to the general public.

We shall remain forever indebted to the government for this benevolence. The plan envisages cancellation of the current ownership of beach huts all along Sandspit and Hawkesbay.
My father, who did not own a beach hut, often brought my brothers and me to the beach. My mother would pack a picnic basket; we would lay a ‘daree’ on the sand, and have what I remember as the happiest times of my childhood.


Sadly, no more… We have to be like Dubai and must have five-star buildings to be able to do that now.

At least not anywhere, from the French Beach to Hawkesbay, to Sandspit, to Manora, to Keamari (crabbing), to Clifton, to the DHA, all the way round to Korangi. If we insist on being anti-development, and ask for a simple, pure beach, we will have to go to Gadani or Thatta. At least for now.

The insanity continues, relentlessly. 


HUSNAIN LOTIA

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 20/03/2007)
SHC allows Beachfront Project
KARACHI, March 20: The Defence Housing Authority may proceed with its Beachfront Project without restricting free public access and obstructing a view of the beach and the sea, the Sindh High Court has held in its judgment disposing of a writ petition challenging the project.


The petition initially questioned the alleged conversion of an amenity plot (M-56, Beach View Avenue, Phase V, Defence) into a commercial highrise but was later amended to assail the entire Beachfront Project. It was filed by the residents of the area through Advocate Jawaid Ahmed Siddiqui. Shehri joined in the proceedings subsequently. A mosque had been built on the plot along with a parking lot and a park was being developed when the DHA contracted out a project for a multi-storied office-apartment complex and shopping mall to a private company. The authority said in its counter-affidavit that the original contractor failed to develop a park and its governing body re-designated the area for water front development in keeping with the master plan for the entire Clifton Beach.


The petition was heard by a division bench comprising Justices Sarmad Jalal Osmany and Nadeem Azhar Siddiqui and the judgment was announced by it before the departure abroad of the senior member for a short stay.


Disposing of the petition, the judgment said the park in issue was never designated as such in any master plan of the DHA and there was no question of its conversion.


As for the development of beach, it said the Supreme Court has recognised that the right of free access to the public at large to parks is a fundamental right guaranteed under Article 9 of the Constitution. It can be equated with the right to life. The right embraced free access to beach, which is a place of public recreation. Under Section 12 of the DHA Order, all schemes projects and works undertaken by or on behalf of the authority shall be deemed to be for public purposes. The DHA is consequently bound to consider the public interest while developing the Clifton Beach.


The proposed development, the judgment noted, is rather ambitious as it not only envisages the construction of a multistoried commercial-cum-residential complex but also includes an expo centre, promenades, performance decks, aquarium, tramway, ferry, and motel and club house. All over the world, beaches and water fronts have been developed in such a manner as to allow frees access and view to the public. Consequently, the judgment said, the DHA may develop its property keeping in view the right of access. The doctrine of public trust has long been recognised the world over. The doctrine requires the state to preserve and protect public interest in beaches and lakes, etc. Therefore, the proposed buildings/structures in the area should conform to the regulations and by-laws of the Clifton Cantonment Board. All the public areas like walkways and promenades should be accessible to the public free of cost. Only nominal charges may be imposed for other public areas where services or entertainment such as tramway, water sports, etc. are to be provided.


The mosque constructed in the park, the judgment said, shall not be demolished. The DHA is also directed to obtain the necessary permission from the Environmental Protection Agency before launching the development project.

(Dawn-17, 21/03/2007)

Over 300 old trees cut down to widen University Road


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi has cut down over three hundred mature trees along University Road over the last couple of days to widen the road and lay new water and sewerage pipelines. 

The trees are being removed for the rehabilitation of University Road. This includes the installation of new water pipelines of 54-inch and 48-inch diameters, that started on March 9 from Jail Chowrangi while work on the new sewerage line from old Sabzi Mandi to Hassan Square was started three weeks ago.


The Gulshan-e-Iqbal town administration had asked a private contractor to cut down all the eucalyptus trees. “These eucalyptus trees are one of the major reasons that underground water and sewerage lines are damaged,” Town Nazim Wasay Jalil told Daily Times. “Their roots not only penetrate the pipelines but also damaging the boundary walls in the surrounding areas.” 

He said that they were not only removing these trees but were going to replace them with neem, palms and others as they were not hazardous for underground utility services. “So far the town administration had replaced the eucalyptus trees on Haider Ali Road, Alamgir Road and Sehba Akhter Road,” he added. “These types of trees also cause water contamination.”


It is pertinent to mentioned that the city government had started a tree plantation campaign last year and vowed to plant 500,000 trees but so far only five percent of the work has taken place by different NGOs and schoolchildren. 


An engineer with the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board told Daily Times that the work on the lines was initiated due to the rehabilitation of the entire University Road from Peoples’ Chowrangi (near Islamia College) to Safoora Goth. 


One portion of the road till Jail Chowrangi has been completed and in the second phase they have started relocating and installing new water and sewerage projects from Jail Chowrangi to Hassan Square. After these are done, the road will be repaired for traffic as it has been dug up.

Thus, one portion of University Road from Jail Chowrangi to New Town Police Station roundabout has been closed for traffic. Motorists now have to navigate through the inner streets of New Town or face the danger of two-way traffic on one carriageway.  A major chunk of road opposite old Sabzi Mandi has also been dug up.

(Daily Times-B1, 21/03/2007)

Jheel Park renovation begins today

KARACHI, March 23: The city government will begin renovating the Jheel Park on Saturday while it would also lay a modern park on the pattern of Bagh Ibne Qasim in Rehri Goth, Landhi, said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Friday.

The nazim paid a seven-hour long visit to review the situation of parks in the city. Chairman of the Human Resources Committee Masood Mehmood, DO for Parks Liaquat Ali, Landhi Town Nazim Dr Irshad, Naib Nazim Asif Hasnain and other officials were also with him.

He visited the Jheel Park, the Kidney Hill Park and the site of the proposed Kite Park in Rehri Goth.


He was given a briefing on the Jheel Park, where he was informed that in the master plan the park was spread over 25 acres but at present 15 acres of the land was encroached upon and the rest of the place was being used as garbage dump. No government paid heed to developing this park during the last 20 years.


Mr Kamal directed the official concerned to remove all encroachments on the allocated 25 acres of the park to develop and renovate it on modern lines. He took strong note of dumping garbage in the park area and said no one was allowed to dump garbage inside or outside the park. 

(Dawn-17, 24/03/2007)

Rising sea-level threat to islands
KARACHI, March 23: Speakers at a meeting on Friday said that owing to global warming the sea level would rise during the next 100 years and pose threat to many small island states in general and low-lying coastal areas of the world in particular. They were speaking at the inauguration of a three-day exhibition held in connection with the World Meteorological Day at the Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics, Met Complex on University Road.


A former director-general of the department, S.A.A. Kazmi, Naeem Shah and others spoke. They said that a report of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) estimated that globally an average temperature rise by 1.4C to 5.8C between 1990 – 2100.

They said that overall the IPCC had estimated that by 2100 the sea-level would have increased between 9cm and 88cm, which would pose a significant problem for many low-lying countries and islands.


They said that such issues would be given due attention in the next year – 2007–2008, which had been declared as an International Polar Year and the scientists the world over would be addressing a wide-range of physical, biological as well as social issues, closely or directly linked to the polar region.


They said they hoped the outcome of this endeavour would contribute to a better understanding of climatic viability and climate change, as well as to the development of the much-needed climate applications to address some of the major challenges of the 21st century.

The speakers also highlighted the need for cooperation between the metrological departments and various national and international agencies to carry out research so that they benefited from each other’s experience and knowledge.

The exhibition will remain open on Saturday and Sunday.

(Dawn-19, 24/03/2007)

Another 15-acre park in city soon

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said the city government will construct Karachi’s second largest park over 150 acres in Rehri Goth, Landhi, near the sea while the renovation of Hill Park, PECHS, will start tomorrow. The work to remove encroachments on Hill Park area will also be started simultaneously. 

He imparted this information after a seven-hour whirlwind tour of the city on Friday to review the situation pertaining to parks in the city. The Chairman, Human Resources Committee, Masood Mehmood, the DO, Parks, Liaquat Ali Khan, Landhi Town Nazim Dr Irshad, Naib-Nazim Asif Hasnain, and other officials also accompanied him. 


The City Nazim also visited Jheel Park, Kidney Hill Park, and the site of the proposed Kite Park in Rehri Goth, Landhi Town. During briefing at the Jheel Park, he said that the site earmarked in thee Master Plan was 25 acres but 15 acres of it had been encroached upon while majority of the land was being used as a refuse dump. Area residents have not been given any recreational facility over the last 20 years. 


The City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, instructed official concerned to remove all encroachments over the allocated 25 acres and plan to develop the site on modern lines. He also asked officials to stop the vehicles carrying garbage and prevent it from being dumped on the site with immediate effect. 


During the visit of Hill Park, the Nazim instructed chalking out a plan to construct a road around the park to discourage encroachment. 

He further visited the proposed site in Rehri Goth in Landhi Town and said that the government was planning to construct a park along the pattern of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim. 


While talking to area residents, the Nazim said that the government was spending billion of rupees to provide maximum facilities to the masses besides constructing parks, roads, and laying down sewerage and water infrastructure. 

He further instructed revenue officials, Town officers, and area police to initiate a joint operation to remove illegal structures on state land and ensure steps to prevent land grabbing in the future.

(The News-3, 24/03/2007)

Not enough parks

There is little doubt that Karachi's new large park, Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, is quite an achievement on the part of authorities, particularly the City District Government of Karachi. However, as is the case with many projects in the country by and large, and the city in particular, there are some related issues that cannot be overlooked. A point that has been largely ignored in all the hype is where the visitors are to park their car because presently there is no proper arrangement for this purpose. Then there is the issue of maintenance, and if the already dilapidated beach park right behind Ibn-e-Qasim, which opened last year, is a sign of things to come, then there is a lot to worry about. In addition, there is also the issue of preserving and respecting the Hindu temple on the park's premises, which means that there should be a system whereby Hindu devotees can continue with their worship without facing any hurdles or harassment. Furthermore, while the 130-acre park is large by any standard, the amusement park that was its predecessor had become a Karachi landmark of sorts, with an aquarium and offering all kinds of rides. The Clifton funland, as it came to be called, had over the years acquired a character unique to the city; something that has now been lost for good with the construction of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim. 


Apart from that, it needs to be said that this particular venture by the CDGK should not be the end of the road as far as developing and maintaining parks is concerned. For every park that is inaugurated there are dozens that are in such bad conditions that they can be called parks only on paper. In addition to this, there are countless amenity plots in the city which have been earmarked for development as parks but have been encroached on by the ruthless land mafia. And this is not something unique to Karachi -- all the big cities in the country face problems of parks being encroached on by various mafias and qabza groups. But perhaps in Karachi the malaise is the most pronounced. A test case for the Sindh government and the CDGK is the controversy surrounding Kidney Hill, a tract of some 62 acres which was once an amenity plot but which has now been transformed partly into a proposed housing scheme and the rest, local residents fear, may also be devoured eventually. Some parties and NGOs that had filed a petition in the high court asking it to prevent the commercialisation of Kidney Hill reportedly received anonymous death threats, sending a clear signal to civil society that it had better not come in the way of the land-grabbing mafia. The matter is now before the court but a general comment on the state and availability of parks in the city of Karachi is in order and it relates to the need and display of the requisite political will on the part of both the provincial and city governments to ensure that land meant for parks is used for its original purpose.

(The News-7, 24/03/2007)

CDGK to build Kite Park in Rehri Goth soon


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi has plans to construct what it referred to as Karachi’s second largest park, in Rehri Goth, Landhi, on the pattern of Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim and in the meantime the renovation of Hill Park, PECHS, is underway with an anti-encroachment operation starting today (Saturday).


Landhi’s Kite Park will be on 150 acres of which 60 acres have been cleared of what the CDGK claimed were hundreds of illegal houses over the last six months.


The CDGK continues to battle encroachments, however, and for example, 15 of the 25 acres reserved for Jheel Park in the Master Plan have been allegedly taken over illegally with the rest being used as a garbage dump, according to the city nazim. 


District Officer Parks Liaquat Ali Khan told Daily Times that the Parks and Horticulture department had planned to install 42 different recreational facilities in the city government’s parks and other recreational sites through public/private partnership. They would include hot-air balloons, chair-lifts, a mono-rail, a moving dinosaur, play-land etc.

(Daily Times-B1, 24/03/2007)

Enmity park

By Zeenia Shaukat

Karachi has always been a city the expansion of which knew no boundaries. Amid its north, east and westbound expansion, space is turning out to be a major issue. It is fast joining the league of cities with the most expensive real estate. While Karachiites would strongly argue that the civic amenities and the infrastructure does not justify at all the skyrocketing prices of the real estate, the fact remains that the artificial boom in property market has made every inch of the space in Karachi more precious than the value of life.
This is one reason why disputes over property -- public or private -- make up the bulk of court cases and have the tendency to go on for generations. Kidney Hill Park, is one such case. The case is unique in many ways. Firstly, it involves many high-profile parties including the Federal Government, the Government of Sindh, the City District Government of Karachi, Shehri Organisation, and a host of citizens and now the representatives of MQM's rival political party, the MMA.

The case claims public attention at a time when the residents of the city are actually feeling the punch of the collateral damage that is the result of the mad development taking place all around them. Finally, the sheer size of the property and the stakes involved stand to define the rules of engagement between various sectors of the society.

Kidney Hill Park is a 62 acre area of land located between Karachi's prime areas -- Shaheed-e-Millat Road and Karsaz Roads. Thanks to land encroachments it is now reduced to 55 acres. According to the details provided by Shehri, Kidney Hill was notified under Article 45 of KDA Order 1957 as Scheme 32, 'Falaknuma'. The entire 62 acres -- shown as amenity in the layout plan of the Karachi Cooperative Housing Society -- was to be developed as a recreational facility. This included a water reservoir spread across an area of 18 acres for the surrounding KCHS.

In 1979, this land was acquired by Overseas Cooperative Housing Society (OCHS), and Al Riaz Cooperative Housing Society with the blessings of the Federal Ministry of Works. A spate of public hue and cry led General Zia-ul-Haq to issue a directive in 1982. The land was then handed over to KMC for development as a park. In the year 1990, OCHS challenged the cancellation of its allotment, by filing filed CP No. 1314/2990 against the KDA, GoS, MoW and KMC. The plot was then given into the custody of the Nazir.

Nine years later, the NGO Shehri, and thirteen residents applied to become Interveners in the case. As their application was granted, the OCHS filed an appeal in the Supreme Court. In June 2006 the case took a unique turn when, OCHS, KCHSU, GoP/MoW, GoS, City District Government Karachi (CDGK) signed an 'Agreement of Settlement' dividing up Kidney Hill with approximately 66 per cent for residential plots & in-between roads, leaving 21 acres for the purpose of a park. Following the agreement, the Sindh High Court disposed off CP 1314/1990. However, it did allow Shehri and other aggrieved residents of the area to file fresh petition. Shehri and thirteen area residents responded by filing CP 160/2007 before the controversy took a shape that brought it out of the legal boundaries and right in the middle of public and media glare.
Soon after filing of the fresh petition in February 2006, the thirteen co-petitioners with Shehri sought to withdraw their case while refusing to elaborate a reason. While their application was granted, Shehri found itself the only party left to battle the case. A week later, the members of Shehri Organisation complained of receiving intimidating threats, demanding them to withdraw the petition. However, once public interest litigation is filed in the court, it cannot be withdrawn. So while Shehri found itself unable to withdraw the petition, its key member Amber Alibhai who was at the forefront of the campaign, decided to take a backseat owing to threats she has been receiving involving her family.

The bone, or rather bones, of contention that now lie between the two sides include the legality of the settlement between the Sindh Government and other parties, the position of the KDA and the threats that Shehri alleges its members have been receiving. The fate of this case also will also go a long way in defining the dynamics of power relation between different sectors of the society.
The settlement is a contentious issue. While the CDGK and the Sindh Government are clear about the legality and the validity of the settlement, the lawyers representing Shehri contest its position. Rizwana Ismail at Barrister Gilbert Naim-ur-Rahman, while talking to TNS, maintains that the settlement is illegal. "Our contention is that that the government cannot enter into a settlement agreement. The Agreement is void under Section 23 of the Contract Act 1872. It is contrary to the Master Plan of the area, lease conditions and contrary to the applicable laws that no amenity plot can be converted for any other purpose and hence the Agreement of Settlement is barred."
The matter now lies in the High Court, but the tussle is out for all to see, with all the stakeholders employing all means available to them to further their case. While five other parties have applied to co-petitioner in with Shehri in Kidney Hill Petition (CP 160/2007), the Sindh Government and the City District Government of Karachi is sure of its position with regard to the case. A court order issued on March 15, 2007 modifies the ad interim order that had earlier forbidden the undertaking of any development work on the premises. The modified interim order allows the CDGK to undertake development work "to the extent of the area handed over to the CDGK".
For the Sindh Government, the stakes are high. The massive development drive that the Sindh Government and the CDGK have embarked on in Karachi, makes land dispute an unaffordable proposition. Therefore, an agreement between different stakeholders sounds a viable option as it at least settles the matter. Anwar Mansoor, representing the Sindh Government in the High Court insists that the settlement was legal and correct. "We would stand by the agreement. This property originally belonged to the Federal Government, and they had the right to give it to anybody. It was allotted for a housing scheme. Despite the fact that it was a private property, and did not belong to the Sindh Government, the Sindh Government, through this agreement, managed to acquire a peace of land to develop a park," maintains Mansoor, while talking to TNS and insisting that the KDA had no authority over the property in the first place.
The City Government feels its stake in the park does not extend beyond its aim to beautify the city. "Our main concern is the development of the park," says one of the representatives of the CDGK who does not wish to be named. "Whether the land available for the park is 20 acres or more, we don't care. If the court orders, and if the government wants to convert the whole area into a park, we don't mind that. Our aim is just to develop a park as a part of our beautification plan for Karachi."

The issue is now crossing the legal boundaries and entering into a political terrain. With the entry of Al-Khidmat Group in the fray, the decades old rivalry between the MQM and the religious party may take the dispute to a new level. Just recently, the Al-Khidmat Group, led by the Former City Nazim of Karachi, filed a petition with the Sindh High Court (SHC) against the sale of Kidney Hill land praying to the court to take immediate action to stop the misuse of land allocated for a park.
On his part, Barrister Naeem-ur-Rehman, representing Shehri sees the latest development as a positive step. "If the issue is politicised, I will be glad. This shall actually neutralise the threat against us. They (the opposite party) are now using strong arm tactics (against our clients). Remember, law prevails when forces are equally matched. If you want to compromise with a crocodile, you would have to be a crocodile yourself."
Rizwana Ismail asserts that more than anything else, it's a matter of money. "There is an amount of around Rs. 130 billion involved here. If they are going to be constructing a housing society there, with 200 Sq feet and 500 sq feet plots, with each plot selling for 4-5 crores, you can do the calculation yourself."
On its part, Shehri has no intention of backing out. "We would continue. It would be stupid of them to extend threats to us given that the public interest litigation cannot be withdrawn," says Roland De Souza of Shehri adding that the now is the time for the citizens to stand up to save the open spaces of the city. "The mafia can issue threats to 10 people, but not to 15 million people."
The allegation of violent threats against Shehri's member may end up turning this case into becoming yet another reason why the common man should stay away from taking up public interest litigations. According to reports, FIR has been lodged and an inquiry is being carried out on the allegations of threats to Amber Alibhai of Shehri. However, Alibhai's withdrawal from the case shows that women continue to find themselves at a disadvantaged position when it comes to such high-profile cases.

(By Zeenia Shaukat, The News-25, 25/03/2007)

APRIL

CM discusses waterfront project with DIB

KARACHI: A delegation of the Dubai Islamic Bank (DIB) called on Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim to discuss the 65,000-acre Karachi waterfront project. 

The delegation was led by DIB Chief Executive Saad Zaman and Real Estate Advisor Atif Sheikh. The CM expressed keen interest in the project and assured cooperation at all stages. Zaman said that the investors of Dubai World and the Nakeel group have conducted an aerial survey of the entire landscape and found it suitable for the waterfront project. 


The chief minister said that all legal formalities shall be completed before embarking upon this mega project to ensure transparency. He said he would personally prefer it if the investors prepared the outright purchase of the land instead of looking for equity, which is a lengthy process and shall unnecessarily delay the commissioning of the project. 

(Daily Times-B1, 06/04/2007)

CBC water purification plant at Beach Avenue

KARACHI: A Water Purification Plant at Beach Avenue (Seaview) in Clifton Cantonment was inaugurated on Friday by Major-General Wajahat Ali Muftee of the Miltary Lands & Cantonments.

It is the vision of the Government to supply potable water to the general public and every concerned municipality should take such measures to facilitate the public, said the General on the occasion.


Appreciating the water plant installation, he said that the CBC had taken a very good step by installing 14 water filtration plants in their jurisdiction. He added that he would make sure that all the cantonment boards of Pakistan initiated measures to improve the facilities for the residents.

He said that the combined efforts of the CBC and DHA are now bearing fruit and furthermore advised the management of the CBC to speed up all the ongoing projects of solid waste management, sewerage system, street lights, roads, and parks.


The MG visited the CBC office and planted saplings within the office premises and expressed his wish that the public should be provided a neat and clean environment.

He directed the CBC to provide the solution of public problems at their doorsteps through one-window operations, which is going to be functional in near future.


Member of National Assembly Capt. Akhlaq Hussain, MPA Akhter Bilgrami and CBC Chief Executive Officer, Kh. Iftikhar Ahmed Mir, along with the staff, numerous notables and Cantt. residents were also present at the occasion.

(The News-3, 07/04/2007)

‘Stop the sale of Karachi’s public beaches’

A large section of Karachi’s populace have demanded that plans to privatize the city’s public beaches should be stopped immediately. This message came out loud and clear from a public walk, which was organized to protest against the privatization of Clifton beach, on Sunday. 


Participants in the walk demanded that that plans to privatize parts of the beach be stopped because they take away the right of the people to their beaches, which is not done anywhere in the world.

The walk was organized by Citizens Coalition, a group set up especially to protect Karachi’s beaches from being privatized. A number of respected Karachiites are part of the move to resist plans by the government to privatize the city’s beaches. 

This includes public figures, social workers, lawyers, teachers, journalists, showbiz personalities as well as employees from the public and private sectors. 


Some government organizations like the Defence Housing Authority of Karachi and the Karachi Port Trust have plans to develop part of the city’s coastline. The ambitious projects involve setting up hotels, restaurants and beachfront properties. 


Many people have argued that these high profile developments will take away the right of the people to their beaches and will restrict their entry. Already parts of the city’s coastline, particularly that which comes under the jurisdiction of the DHA has been fenced off so that access to the beach is restricted. 


Sunday’s walk was attended by more than 500 participants - men, women and children of varying ages and from different parts of the city. But the message they had was one. They were holding placards inscribed with slogans: “Save the beach, free access to the beaches is our right, this beach belongs to the people, development should be done for all the citizens, protect public interest, and amend beach development plan”. 


One participant, Sabiha Agha, told The News that development on the beach would destroy its natural beauty. “Such a development on the beach is tantamount to playing with the fate of fishermen whose livelihood depends on the sea,” she commented. 


Another participant, Nargis Rahman, emphasized on the need to create awareness amongst the masses that their costal belt was being snatched away from them. She was of the view that land around Shireen Jinnah Colony was also being privatized but the common people have no idea about it. 


Mizan-ur-Rahman, an artist, said that materialization of the projects like the Defence Housing Authority’s waterfront project, would destroy the natural beauty of the coastal belt. 


Another participant Syed Ahmed Shoaib said that beaches were considered public property throughout the world, adding, “But how many people of this city could afford to buy a ticket to view the sea which will happen after the privatization of the beach?” 

Rabia Shoaib, a teacher, said that development should be done but the interest of the common people should also be acknowledged in this process, which was not being done in waterfront developments. 

She said beaches happen to be the cheapest recreational spots for Karachiites, adding, privatization of Clifton beach would certainly deny access to the common people. 


“Our forefathers did not wage freedom struggle and sacrificed many lives so that after the freedom of the country its land should be privatized on throwaway prices,” remarked a female participant.


Salim Muhammad said that all the people in the walk were the genuine demonstrators and they were not hired on money. “We have come together for a noble cause to record protest against the privatization of beach,” he added. 


Shahid Fayaz stressed the need for strengthening anti-privatization campaign for the beach on long-term basis. “A couple of demonstrations would not build pressure on the authorities concerned to stop the privatization of the beach,” he said.


Bitterly criticising those involved in selling the beach, he said these bodies happen to be more powerful and much stronger than the protestors. Another participant said that everything appears to be put on sale in this part of the world, while no body cares who would be deprived of from what.

The walk started from McDonald Park on Sea View, and after covering the way till Kinara Restaurant, it returned to the same spot. 


The participants, a large number of whom came from the nearby DHA and Clifton areas, also tried to convey their message to common citizens who had come to the beach to celebrate their weekend there. The participants kept on chanting slogans against the privatization of the beach throughout the walk.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 16/04/2007)

Developing the coastline

Though the country's masses have thus far been largely cut off from the privatisation process currently underway in Pakistan, the plan to sell off and develop Karachi's public beaches has met with stiff opposition from a large number of citizens. The cause has been taken up by various citizens' groups and NGOs, who organised a walk in the city on Sunday to protest the plans to 'develop' the coastline. Unlike other campaigns to reverse privatisation drives, the dissent in this particular case does not seem to be fuelled by political motives. It is largely social and backed by citizens belonging to varying walks of life, ranging from the fishermen community to the more affluent members of society. Hence, this presents, or should present, a very different set of circumstances. While authorities can justify shrugging off protests against other privatisation drives -- such as KESC, PTCL and PSO -- as being motivated by political agendas, this time round things seem to be different. There is, therefore, a need on the part of the authorities to pay close heed to this campaign.


The privatisation of Karachi's beaches, while supposedly to beautify and develop the coastline along the lines of Dubai, has a direct bearing on a large part of the city's citizenry, and while it aims to benefit the well-heeled, it seems to be ignoring that a large part of the city will not be able to utilise the fruits of such development. One such project, known as the DHA waterfront project, aims to develop, with the help of private enterprise, the 14-kilometre stretch of beach popularly known as Sea View and erect shopping plazas, cinemas, five-star hotels, water parks and so on. This is to be linked by a bridge to Manora Island, where a hotel is going to be built. Beyond that, and further west, several kilometres of the city's famed Sandspit and Hawke's Bay are to be developed by a UAE-based developer. In preparation for this planned 'development', owners of hundreds of recreational 'huts' situated along these beaches have reportedly received notices that they will be asked to vacate the area.


While that, on the face of it, may seem to be a commendable venture, it is said that, aside from putting out of business the fishermen and smaller entrepreneurs in the area, as well as being harmful to the eco-system of the beach, the project will make 30 per cent of Karachi's coastline inaccessible to about 95 per cent of the city's population. Considering that the city is already starved of entertainment outlets, Sea View and other city beaches provide the people some much-needed respite. In fact going to these beaches has been part of many a Karachi resident's growing up and it seems that this all is going to change.


In the end, the question that arises is whether development, sans the support and confidence of the people, is justifiable -- no matter how beneficial authorities may claim it to be. Projects foisted upon citizens, not only of Karachi, but of various cities across Pakistan, without taking into account the views and concerns of all stakeholders, especially those that are to be directly affected by them, are not the best way of going about developing a country. If it must be done, it should be done with the consensus of the people -- especially if it entails the sale of public property -- which means a thorough debate in parliament and complete transparency with regard to what is being planned and the whole bidding process to choose developers. The level of official secrecy surrounding such projects only leads to a situation where concerned civil society begins to wonder what exactly the aim of such development is and who is to actually benefit from it. A point also needs to be made about priorities. The country's commercial and business capital has no solid waste management and garbage collection system, large chunks of its population get water delivered through tankers and there is no mass transit system, but those in the government insist on having plans of building 30-storey high hotels and fanciful bridges in the middle of the ocean. As if one Rs225 million rupee fountain wasn't enough.

(The News-7, 18/04/2007)

Bundal island staff getting death threats

The staff of Emmar Group of Companies working on Bundal Island was threatened by unidentified men who threatened them to stop work and vacate the land. A case was registered at the Docks police station.

The police said that they received a complaint from Emmar group wherein the complainant, Manager Tausif Khwaja, expressing concern regarding work in progress for the preparation of Ground Breaking Ceremony at Bundal and Budoo Island.  He added that while engaged in preliminary work for the ceremony, he received a threat. 

The complainant added that Emmar had big investment in Major Cities of Pakistan and if such kind of threats were not taken seriously, then it was a big risk for foreign investment.

(The News-20, 18/04/2007)

Controversies galore
By Dr Noman Ahmed


In February 2007, the president of Pakistan approved a proposal for coming up with a high-scale real estate development project along Hawksbay, Sandspit and Manora islands. Promoted by a Gulf-based group, the project will cover an area of 60,000 acres. This figure accounts for one-fifteenth of the total existing urbanised area of Karachi. According to the coastal development plan prepared in the early ‘80s, the area had been designated as a major recreational reserve for Karachiites. The city authorities are silent on the issue. Scores of public spirited citizens have cited their concern over this project.


However, looking at the prevailing trends, it seems that voicing these concerns would fall on deaf ears. Many professionals, social workers, human rights activists, journalists, writers and concerned citizens – who have been crusading for the survival and healthy sustenance of Karachi – can now be heard asking the question, whither the struggle for Karachi? Not because they have lost hope, but because the various pillars of strength are being dismantled by the establishment and its supporters. The most recent victim has been the edifice of the judiciary.

The concerned citizens of this battered city have received many jolts in the form of inappropriate decisions and their impractical (and illegal) follow-ups.


The controversy of the Kidney Hill landscape; the Lyari Expressway, its construction and continued evictions all along its path; the KESC’s privatisation; the illegal commercialisation and real estate development along the beaches; the covert sales of land along the Karachi Northern Bypass (KNBP); the Karachi Elevated Expressway project (all along existing Shahrah-i-Faisal and other important city streets); and the incongruent attempt to make a city master plan are a few examples.


The few people perturbed by the situtaion adopted various strategies to rectify the situation. Demonstration projects were created to prove the relevance of alternative approaches. Public interest litigations were filed for streamlining urban affairs. Consultations were held with the stakeholders. Voluntary professional advice was given where the need was found. Citizens also bore the brunt of it. The killing of family members, the attacks on life and property, threats and mental torture were some heinous outcomes. One expected the political parties to lend a helping hand to the common agenda led by civil society members. It turned out to be disappointing.


Also, we are made to believe that the introduction of hi-fi expressways, signal free corridors and hindrance free roads will ensure high standards of mobility. The answer is flatly negative. Ordinary buses, rational routes and fares, basic traffic management and engineering, appropriate terminal spaces and roads are enough to make common city dwellers commute.


In any civilised city, the collective vision of a city, its past, present and future is translated through its master plan. Whether rich or poor, old and young, new or old citizen, the master plan attempts to provide opportunity of healthy and prosperous existence to its people. In Karachi we find that the city is slowly transforming into a barter house where any thing and every thing is up for sale. Roads, sea front and beaches, heritage, settlements and land reserves are all traded with alien investors for petty gains and short-term interests.


The city is facing a strange type of forced colonisation. Foreign firms, interests groups and their front men are busy identifying lucrative deals in pursuit of hefty profits. Whether real estate or power utility, they have complete freedom to pick and choose. The laws of the land are proving too fragile and toothless to bring the raw entrepreneurship under control. The opening statement of the Karachi Master Plan 2020 is a startling revelation. It pledges to ‘transform Karachi into a world class city and an attractive and innovative economic centre.’ It does not mention how the usual basic urban problems will be addressed.


In such a situation, a few case examples offer a ray of hope. In Goa, India, the civil society movement forced the sate chief minister to de-notify a regional development plan that aimed at converting the city into a “global metropolis”. A strong sense of citizenship, awareness, preparedness for activism and unabated effort to safeguard the collective interest made Goan civil society struggle a success case in early 2007. While political parties eventually hopped onto the bandwagon, it was the persistent efforts of civil society that halted the undesirable development. The lawyers’ movement in Pakistan is another useful example. Though animated to an anarchical level, the process shows that controversial decisions can be effectively challenged through effective mobilisation. 

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, Dawn-Magazine-3, 22/04/2007)

Saving Karachi's beaches

The DHA plans to construct theme parks, marinas, expo centres, expensive hotels, and condominiums on the 14-kilometres of beach area between McDonalds and the Golf club. Pakistanis of all backgrounds currently enjoy this area, which will no longer be the case once the project is completed.


The citizens of Karachi have been campaigning and demanding for the immediate end of DHA's Beach Development Plan and its implementation as it prevents the common person's free access to the beach, contravenes the law, and shall cause immense environmental damage.


The Sindh High Court in its judgment in CP No D-103/2005 has stated as follows: (i) "the DHA is bound to consider public interest while developing the Clifton Beach". (ii) "All over the world, beaches and waterfronts have been developed but in a manner so to allow free access to the same by the public and so as not to obstruct a view of the beach and the sea". (iii) "The doctrine of public trust has long been recognised all over the world, which enjoins the state to preserve and protect the public interest in beaches, lakeshores etc". (iv) "We direct that all the public areas viz walkways, promenades, etc, should be made available to the public at large free of cost". (v) It also directs that the EPA issues relevant permissions under the Environmental Protection Act.


The Karachi Coastal Management Plan, prepared in 1989 by the KDA Master Plan Department with UN assistance, as part of the Karachi Development Plan 2000, had recommended a 50-metre construction free accessible zone beyond the high water mark.

In light of the above, we demand that the DHA and Environmental Protection Authority follow The Karachi Coastal Management Plan, and fully adhere to the judgment of Sindh High Court in letter and spirit and amend the current plan in accordance with the same. Under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (PEPA) any project of sufficient size has to undergo an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and a no objection certificate (NOC) obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) before the project can proceed. No review of an EIA can be conducted without consultation from a committee of experts constituted by the EPA. No such committee of experts has been formed or consulted for this project. The regulations under PEPA also requires for the results of the EIAs to be presented before the citizens in a public hearing for their comments on the project and its EIA. These comments are to be considered before any final decision on the EIA.


This development if it were to happen as originally planned will destroy the natural environment of the coast and will make almost the entire beach inaccessible to the citizens of Pakistan, especially to the low and lower middle income communities who will not be able to afford the cost of the expensive entertainment being proposed and will be excluded simply by the nature of developments that are to be implemented.


No one can take away the right of the citizens of Pakistan to access their beach. Under international and domestic law, the beach area is for public use and everyone, regardless of income, has the right to free access to the beach without obstacles or interference. This is a principle enshrined in the public trust doctrine.


We strongly oppose a development plan that will finish off the only natural multi-class recreational space available to Karachites and as a result will further socially fragment an already fragmented city. The beach is a public spot we share with the many hundreds of thousands of our countrymen who visit Clifton Beach every week and belong to all classes and ethnic groups. A plan that shuts out a majority of Pakistan's population is unacceptable.


We have already seen the "gentrification" of the beach by the imposition of a fee of Rs10 per person as entry to Beachfront Park. This park controls access to the beach and therefore prevents low and lower-middle income citizens from enjoying the beach. We cannot allow any further such developments.


We are not against theme parks, marinas, expo centres and expensive hotels and condominiums, but it is our considered opinion that for environmental and social reasons the area between the coastal road and the high water mark should be encroachment free, construction free and accessible to the public free of cost as is the case in other South and South-East Asian countries and in the developed world. We have had free and unrestricted access to Clifton Beach and future generations should also enjoy the same benefit.


We derive strength from the fact that 4,665 persons belonging to 73 CBOs and NGOs from all over Pakistan and individuals belonging to 89 low and lower middle-income areas of Karachi have supported the concerns of the Sahil Bachao Movement whose concerns are similar to ours. 


We urge all concerned citizens to support our cause and visit and sign our online petition at: 

http://www.petitiononline.com/oursahil/petition.html
(By Arif Belgaumi, The News-6, 24/04/2007)

Beach Park lacks proper maintenance

Visitors to the Beach Park located opposite Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim in Clifton have expressed their reservations about the park’s maintenance even when they are charged a significant amount in the name of both ‘entrance and car parking fee.’

“This place doesn’t seem to be worth the sum they are charging!” commented one unhappy visitor Mohammad Iqbal who complained that he had to pay Rs20 for car parking and then Rs10 for each of his family members; he found the amount and the process ‘very unreasonable!’ 


When people initially protested over the expense of entering the Beach Park, concerned authorities calmed them by saying that it was ‘only for the park’s maintenance.’ However, the state of the recreational area doesn’t justify the high price people are forced to pay on a single visit.


On a survey of the whole area, it was learnt that complaints made by sightseers were genuine. Many of the park’s features are no longer in their original condition. From flooring to boundary walls and from grass to the huge dinosaurs (that had fascinated both adults and children), nothing is in its original shape.

The dinosaurs have changed colour from green to rusty brown. One of the artificial creatures seemed ‘hurt’ as its tail is broken from one side; garbage can also be seen inside it. In addition to this, the flooring of the area where the dinosaur stands is now partially broken.


The elongated boundary wall that comprises vertical pillars is broken in a number of places. The absence of pillars and beams at a number of places provides depraved characters easy and free entry to the park. These strange characters might be a reason why most of the female visitors do not regard it a ‘family park’ — which it was declared to be at the time of its inauguration.


Some of the water fountains, illuminated with light bulbs, are now dry while others are filled with dirty water. Moreover, the state of flowers — the most colourful and fascinating component of a recreational area, also demonstrate overall negligence. Walking through the park’s track, one can see empty spaces that were probably filled with flowers in the beginning. The flowers that do remain in their original places are withering away.


Visitors have also started inquiring about the uniformed guards who were appointed to patrol the huge park as only a few of them can be seen now. “I remember when I came here some months ago, they had at least half a dozen guards on horses but now the place is left with just two or three of them,” said another visitor.


Additionally, the presence of these guards doesn’t make much of a difference. They don’t seem very bothered about what visitors do in the park. “I don’t think they actually stop anyone from picking flowers or throwing trash around, even when they notice it!” retorted another individual at the park.

Although trash bins are fixed in their places, trash can be seen all over the recreational area. In some parts of the park, the grass has turned dry and rough, and is littered with empty bottles and wrappers. People spit not only on the walking track but also on the benches that are no longer fit for use.


Concerned authorities had not only promised to maintain the Beach Park but also to include other features such as another ‘jogging track’ that was to be constructed on the area between the park and the sea, allowing visitors to jog along the seashore. The authorities also said that they would build a bridge inside the park in order to enable people to view the sea from a distinctive height.


Over a year has passed but nothing like that has actually happened. In fact, the same area (between the park and the sea) has turned into a complete mess. At a time when newly built parks have become a centre of attraction, the older ones seem to be in shambles.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 28/04/2007)

Restaurant & Sea View beach

CITIZENS of the city had gone to the Sea View beach on April 15 to protest against the decisions of the powers-that-be to fritter away our national and civic birthright to Middle Eastern ‘investors’. This was a brilliant occasion to witness an early example of what they were protesting.

The entire rear section of a restaurant building is shaped like a ship and extends all the way on the beach to the low watermark, effectively slicing the beachfront into two. If you are on the beach, you cannot proceed further beyond this restaurant, without climbing up and over a three-storeyed high concrete wall, or going for a swim.


Is there any semblance of sanity left at all in this city? Who at the DHA has approved this monstrosity? Who is the architect who has prepared this design? Why is no one screaming about it? Will we continue to sit back and let our future be shaped by these men, who sponsor such diabolical, bizarre nightmares? It is almost as if someone has taken upon himself, in some macabre fashion, to ravage our city completely.

This should be demolished, and demolished without a by-your-leave, without debate, without discussion, without further delay. At once. Immediately. Now.

No more denial of bread to 16 million so that 10,000 may eat cake.


HUSNAIN LOTIA

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 25/04/2007)
Sahil Bachao Coalition’s protest on 29th
The Sahil Bachao Coalition, a group of Karachi residents including lawyers, artists, architects, teachers, physicians and other professionals, has announced that protest rallies will be held in the metropolis on April 29 against the ‘illegal construction’ plans of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) along the Clifton Beach. The DHA plans to construct theme parks, marinas, an expo centre, expensive hotels and condominiums on the 14-kilometre beach. According to an architect and social researcher, Arif Hasan, the new construction plan will destroy the environment along the beach and the common man will be deprived of visiting the beach freely. “This construction plan will only serve the interests of real estate developers and other profiteers,” he said. The Sahil Bachao Coalition has appealed to the citizens to participate in the protest.

(The News-19, 25/05/2007)

Right of free access to beach be protected
KARACHI, April 29: A large number of concerned citizens took part in a demonstration held at the Seaview Beach to protest against the so-called uplift of the beach which according to them would restrict the masses’ free access to the sea front.

The participants, including a large number of women and children, of the demonstration, organised by the Sahil Bachao Coalition, were carrying banners and chanting slogans in support of their demands.


They said that they were not opposing the development, but under the project the DHA planned to construct theme parks, marinas, expo centres, hotels, and condominiums on the beach front — which presently was open to Karachiites free-of-charge — and the developers would restrict free entry of the common people to the ocean. They also said that the proposed plan had not been approved by the Sepa.

(Dawn-13, 30/04/2007)

Tehreek Chalao, Sahil Bachao

People from different walks of life participated in the “Sahil Bachao Walk,” which was held along Karachi’s coastline in the Clifton area on Sunday, to protest against the DHA’s Beach Development Plan.

The walk was a part of the ‘Sahil Bachao Tehreek,’ initiated by different NGOs and people from different professions. During the walk, participants held banners, distributed flyers and conversed with the visitors regarding the beach development plan. 

Participants of the walk had much to say.


“Karachi is a highly over-built city as there are no parks and recreational areas. When someone comes in from other parts of the country, or from abroad, the beach is the first place they are taken to,” said Duria Kazi, who teaches at Karachi University. She said that the Clifton beach is already partially commercialised, and whatever is left must not become commercial at any cost.


“Sahil Bachao is one of our Joint Action Committee (JAC) movements. We all want development, but not like this. We want to save our beaches and do not want to just sell them in this manner,” said Seema Sheikh from Aurat Foundation, who was there with her family. Her family, too, expressed their reservations when asked for their view. “Our seashore is being snatched from us. Access for the common man’s would become really difficult once this development take place.”

The participants emphasised that they had been enjoying the sea for ages, but, if this development is carried out, future generations would be deprived.


If this materialises, five or ten years from now, people will look at the high-rises and regret why they did not stop it. Through this ‘tehreek,’ we want to build public consensus at the initial stage, so that they come forward and demand their right, said Haroon Ahmed, a psychiatrist.


Many of the vendors have already been evacuated from the beach; whoever is left, including the camel men, will be deprived of their income very soon, added Ahmed. Karachi’s beach is the right of every citizen of Pakistan ñ regardless of whether one’s financial status.


The Sindh High Court had decided that development should be done in such a manner so that the access of common citizens is not restricted. However, the Sahil Bachao Coalition believes that the development would undoubtedly restrict the common man from accessing the beach. 


“The beach is an outlet for all citizens, which will be taken from them. The government and the concerned authorities work in a manner they perceive to be right. But our responsibility as citizens is to tell them what we think is not being done right, said Akeel Bilgrami, a renowned architect and ex-president of Institute of Architects, Pakistan (IAP). “Eventually, authorities are responsible, but we must do our best by conveying our views on the plan,” he added.

“The public is already being charged everywhere in the city for entertainment. The beach is one place they should be able to enjoy free of cost,” said Aaliya Nisar, a photographer.


Zakia Sarwar, an educationist, said that she is extremely concerned about this development, which is going to bar a lot of the common folk, refraining them from enjoying the, ‘one natural place we have in the city, which is also no costly to enjoy.’ She added that a large number of shopkeepers and members of the working class go to the sea after their hectic working day in order to just relax.

A student of Grade 11, Madiha Hussain, said that she and her classmates were completely against the privatisation of the beach and would participate in activities to stop this.


However, there were also some people present who seemed less bothered and concerned by what may happen. “We’ll see when it will happenÖ why to worry now,” said one family when asked about their view on the development plan at the beach. Many others, more cynical with their views, were just making fun of the walk participants.


It may be mentioned here that the Sahil Bachao Coalition is a group of Karachi residents, including lawyers, artists, architects, teachers, physicians and other professionals. 

The coalition is mobilising against DHA’s illegal construction plans along Karachi’s Clifton Beach. However, the number of participants seemed to be lesser this time as compared to the previous walk held two weeks ago.


Expressing their fears and doubts to The News, vendors at sea view said that they are against the development of the beach, which, they say, would snatch away their source of income as a result which their families would suffer badly. 

However one, more optimistic, vendor, who has been earning bread at the Clifton Beach since 10 years now, said that it doesn’t make a difference to him. “I believe I’ll get my livelihood from somewhere else if not from here.”

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 30/04/2007)

MAY

Ambitions for Karachi’s waterfront
LAND reclamation is proceeding at a swift pace along the coast at Clifton. An obvious sign that the multi-billion-dollar, Waterfront Development Project, is doggedly being pursued by all beneficiaries of the scheme. According to reports, the DHA has plans to construct theme parks, marinas, expo centres, expensive hotels, and condominiums on the 14 kilometres of the beach area between McDonalds and the Golf club in Defence phase VIII. This project is called ‘Crescent Bay’ and is being undertaken by Emaar construction firm — incidentally the same firm given the contract to develop Buddu and Bundal islands. But the Crescent Bay project on a portion of the 135km shoreline of Karachi, is just the tip of the iceberg (or rather, a tip of the coastline).


More ambitious plans of developing large ‘zones’ along Karachi’s coast are under way and these have already received sanction from the highest office. According to a copy of a memo issue by the Prime Minister’s secretariat following a meeting chaired by the Prime Minister and all stakeholders of the project in April 2006, the PM had taken decisions to facilitate the investment plan of a UAE construction and development firm ‘Dubai World’ which proposes to develop Karachi’s coastal area in phases.


Indicating the actions to be taken by the ministry of ports and shipping, the ministry of defence and the government of Sindh, decisions were made at the time for another project for which it was decided that ‘Manora area in conjunction with Sandspit and the area behind it in the KPT’s western backwaters up to KPT’s land limits with Hawkesbay, be offered to the Group’. It was also decided at the same meeting that Manora Island be vacated by all agencies and handed over to KPT for the development programmes. The vacated agencies — which include the Cantonment and three strategic Naval bases besides KPT offices — were to be given alternative accommodation and office blocks on Cape Monz island, west of Manora.

It is planned to construct a five-star resort on Manora with a bridge linking Manora and its resort with Clifton. While reports published last year in the media had indicated that the Navy was agreeable to the proposal of shifting its strategic installations and handing over the island, Brigadier Syed Jamshed Zaidi, General Manager Planning and Development at the KPT, says, “At this point the issue is dormant. The Prime Minister had liked the suggestion given by Nakheel (a subsidiary of Dubai World) of converting Manora into a resort, but the matter now rests with the Chief Secretary of Sindh.”


Nakheel is the real estate firm established by Dubai World which built the all famous man-made islands and resorts in Dubai that go by the name of ‘The Palm’ and ‘The World’, touted as the most ambitious reclamation projects in the world.

The obsession of turning Karachi into Dubai has reached a maniacal point for our rulers. And under President Musharraf’s dream of seeing Karachi “attain a higher stature in the world,” development plans for Karachi’s waterfront include astronomical figures of investment capital.


The third project reportedly being undertaken at the seafront is called ‘Sugarland City’ which is by far the most ambitious and to which is attached a tag of US$68billion as total cost. This budget — which exceeds the total outlay of federal budget and the entire country’s development budget many times over — is allocated for developing 25,000 hectares of land including 60,000 acres at Hawkesbay. The investment figure was stated in a press report by the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, who had declared that the authorities concerned have given a no-objection certificate for the construction of the project and the President had approved the plan which would be the biggest project undertaken by the country. The Karachi nazim had referred to a meeting in Islamabad in which the plan was finalized which was attended by Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Babar Ghori, Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Rahim, Chief Secretary Fazlur Rehman, KPT Chairman Ahmed Hayat and representatives of the development firm.


Investigations show that in its first phase 2,000 hectares will be developed which includes prime waterfront property west of Karachi including Hawkesbay, reaching out towards the backwaters, encompassing mangroves and skirting around the turtle beaches. An eye-opening video film detailing the entire project with virtual reconstruction, paints a dynamic coastline surpassing Sydney harbour in its picturesque value. The futuristic visuals which have been posted on youtube envisage three man-made islands, a new breakwater and countless bridges to link all construction providing easy access by the state-of-the art transport facilities besides many other ultra-modern amenities, too fantastic to be digested, let alone explained.


While a Master Plan for the existing city has still not passed the planning stage, these development plans for our coastline — a large part of which has been a strategic security area for hundreds of years — appear so outrageous and bizarre that it is difficult to give them any credibility. But when documentation is present to show approvals (not to mention eagerness) for all theses fantastic ideas, these schemes cannot be brushed off as just dreams envisaged by the witless.


These are tangible ventures and in one of its initial steps, the hut owners at Hawkesbay have been given notices of the imminent demolition of their property (owned by some for decades).


Not taking into consideration for the moment the ecological fallout of such mass scale development and marine life erosion due to land reclamation, how does one first equate the present state of disrepair in Karachi’s existing infrastructure – the breakdown of electricity, road and water distribution —with the billions of dollars being poured into a fantasy island? The country’s entire budget does not come close to US$68 billion just marked out for ONE project. Where is that money going to be recovered from? Investors in Pakistan, or from abroad? Is the recovery of that cost going to go towards eradicating all shanty developments in Karachi or rather, in the whole country? Is the existing industrial base in Karachi which is dwindling because of lack of basic infrastructure going to benefit from this vast exchange of money in a city named, ‘Sugarland’? And most importantly what happens to half developed projects if/when governments change?


There are just too many questions that come to mind after reviewing plans with figures well beyond our scope of conversion. The ‘for sale’ tag which our coastline and national assets are sporting, are not only unnerving the environmental activists but are also lending credence to even more chilling conspiracy theories too fantastic to pen down.

(By Maheen A. Rashdi, Dawn-17, 06/05/2007)

Sugarland City brings bitter taste to Karachi beaches

The coastal area of Karachi is on the brink of a massive makeover. According to documents received by The News, a new project by the name of Sugarland City is nearing its launch stage. The master plan of Sugarland City involves “development” of most of the city’s public beaches, such as Hawkesbay and Sandspit as well as Manora and Cape Monze. 

If this project is allowed to go ahead, the city’s main public beaches will be privatised as will one of the main recreation spots of Karachi — despite the hue and cry created by various public quarters.


The project has been initiated by “Limitless”, which is the first integrated real estate developer launched by “Dubai World” - a private developer. “Dubai World” happens to be the parent company managing and supervising a portfolio of businesses and projects. “Sugarland City” is going to be the first overseas project for “Limitless”. 


The first announcement of the project came on Dubai World’s website on 5th June, 2006, where it stated that Limitless will develop the Karachi Water Front project. This was followed by the news that a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed by Pakistan’s Minister of State and Privatisation and Investment Umar Ahmad Ghuman and Dubai World chairman Sultan Bin Sulayman.


The (MoU) was followed by a high-level meeting held in Islamabad on June 24, 2006, which was chaired by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. A number of important directives were given to different ministries including those of Ports and Shipping, Defence, as well as the government of Sindh. 


It was decided in this meeting that, since the area indicated by Dubai World is very large, the development may start in phases. According to the documents available, in the first phase Manora area, along with Sandspit and areas behind it in the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) western back waters, upto KPT’s land limits with Hawksbay, would be offered to the group. 

In the second phase, while developing the Hawksbay Beach front, it would be ensured that a few portions are left open for the general public for recreational purposes. This would mean that the people would be restricted to limited areas for enjoyment purposes. 

At present, the beach not only serves the purpose of recreational activities, but individuals also have huts located there, which are given to them on lease. The most important point related to the huts in the meeting was the premature cancellation of land leases, “after thoroughly examining the situation.” 


It was proposed in the same meeting that there should be a proper mechanism for shifting the navy and cantonment board’s facilities located at Manora to the Navy land at Cape Monze area. 


After the meeting, these directives were forwarded to the government of Sindh on 7th October, 2006. From here, the work gained momentum according to the dates provided in the documents. There were reminders from the District Coordination Officer (DCO) City District Government Fazlur Rahaman to Executive District Officer (EDO) revenue, CDGK. This reminder termed the directives from the Prime Minister to be of ‘high priority’. 


Through out the above work, there has never been any ‘official’ announcement from the federal government related to the Sugarland City project. Nor were there any reports in the media related to this mega project. However, on 22nd February, 2007, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal briefed journalists about the project and also gave details of the project being finalised with an agreement being signed in March 2007. 

It was also said that the project has the approval from the President. This was for the first time that the project was officially announced and got coverage by the media. 

This project involves an area of 60,000 acres of area with a total investment of 68 billion US dollars that has been approved by the Federal government. The first phase of the project would involve investment of $2 billion over the next ten years. It is also expected to involve much larger investments in the later phases. 


According to the latest reports on the project, notices have been issued to all those hut owners coming under the project’s jurisdiction. The notice states that all those huts that are in violation of the hut by-laws would have their leases cancelled with immediate effect whereas the leases of those huts that are not in violation will not be renewed as and when their term expires.

(By Sidra Rafique, The News-13, 25/05/2007)

Sugarland City will uproot 200,000 people’

As many as 200,000 poor people living in the Union Council-8 (Keamari) will be uprooted if the multi billion dollar Sugarland City project is implemented, Mubarak Baloch, Nazim UC-8, the area where the project will be built, told The News. Public resentment has started to grow on this project which is being seen as one that will uproot many to serve a few. 

The elected representative of the area where Sugarland City will be built has said that no effort was made to take him or the residents of the area into confidence by the government. “UC-8 has 104 Goths (villages) under the jurisdiction of Karachi Port Trust, City District Government Karachi and the Board of Revenue but unfortunately we have not been taken into confidence by the government regarding Sugarland City,” he disclosed.


The Nazim of UC-8 told The News that a meeting of his union council was held on Thursday where a resolution showing concern about the project was approved unanimously. Copies of this resolution are being sent to Sindh Chief Minister, Dr. Arbab Ghulam Rahim, Governor Dr. Irshad-ul-Ibad, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and Chief Secretary, Government of Sindh, Fazalur Rehman. 

However, many comment that this may be a attempt in futility.

“UC-8 has 9 Dehs (hamlets), including Deh Lal Bakar, Deh Mindiari, Deh Mun, Deh Allah Bano, Deh Chatara, Deh Gabopat, Deh Mochka, Deh Gondpass and Deh Mawaich and every deh has several goths (villages). Musharraf Colony and 500 Quarters also known as Gulshan-i-Benazir are also included in the area. The radious of UC-8 extends up to 80 sq km and it will be destroyed by Sugarland City,” Mubarak Baloch added. The mega project would also lead to demolishment of 970 huts on the Sandspit/ Hawkesbay beach. 


The western part of Sandspit/Hawkesbay is an open sandy beach, extending for about 10km. The beach composes fine and coarse particles of sand and according to one estimate, more than 100,000 people from Karachi and upcountry visit the area annually. 


Many of these people come and spend their time at privately owned or leased huts. 

These huts are now also under threat. Under the grand Sugarland plan, the huts will be eventually removed to make way for the development of this project. This is a tricky proposition.


“Every hut is valued at Rs 2-10 million and is owned by national and multinational companies, embassies and also locals. During June-August, most of these huts are frequented by people and provide livelihood to local population. But with the advent of Sugarland City, people will be rendered jobless,” said Nadir Baloch who owns a hut in Sandspit/Hawkesbay beach. 


Times are changing fast and the once peaceful area is now becoming less secure, partially due to the political situation in the city. Chowkidars at the Sandspit/ Hawkesbay beach complain of rise in theft and robbery. “If somebody is looted on the roads, chowkidars at the huts are usually held responsible by the police,” said Liaquat Ali, 28, a chowkidar at a hut owned by businessman Ashraf Lakhani. He has been a chowkidar at the hut for 18 long years but complains about the highhandedness of an ethnic organization. There are allegations that this is being done to scare away hut owners. So far, this cannot be proved. 


But what can be proved is that hut owners are actively being discouraged from staying on. “The annual tax we paid two years ago was Rs 600. Last year it was raised to Rs 25,000 per annum. Now the authorities are not ready to accept even that amount because they want to make us defaulters and evacuate us,” he said. “We have filed a case in a court of law against such excesses,” he added. 
Amazingly, no Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) that is a legal requirement of all mega projects has been carried out and nobody knows how the area would be provided water, electricity and other amenities. 

“I think the most important thing is not to have isolated projects in the city but to relate this to the overall land use and infrastructure resources in the city because any development is relative to whatever exists in the city,” said Perveen Rahman, an architect and director of Orangi Pilot Protect-Research Training Institute. 


“The location of Sugarland City is where there are many old Goths (villages) where people live and the right to live is much more important than the right of recreation. Then nobody knows from where the mega project will be provided water and other amenities. They always make claims about self-electricity but we know this will not happen,” she concluded.

(By Shahid Husain , The News-13, 26/05/2007)

What people say aboutSea View's development

NGOs have long been fighting against DHA's plan to develop beaches in Karachi saying that this would deprive the poor from their living and inexpensive entertainment. Kolachi speaks to the people this development would directly affect. So on to the photographer who makes his living on Sea View, the gol guppay wala and the men who give us horse and camel rides when we go there...
  
By Sabeen Jamil
A few years ago when one would reach the old Clifton, even from some kilometers away, one could catch a glimpse of the strident waves splashing forcefully on the sea shore. You could even easily hear the sound of the waves breaking. It was musical enough to make one rush to the shore. Today however, even after reaching to the McDonald's at the beach, one doesn't see the fascinating performance of the whirling waves. The recently built restaurants and the stone embankments get in the way. The beach as we knew it has changed. Development has ensured that.
This doesn't end here. The future of Sea View, as Clifton beach is popularly known will probably be a 600 ft high 'Monumental Tower' and an amphitheatre built on a 48 acre area between MacDonald's and Kinara restaurant. Chances are that this would rob Karachiites of one of the only sights to see in this concrete jungle satisfies their aesthetic sense. With development comes private enterprise and this is notorious for being the domain of the view. What would happen, one wonders, to the umpteen young men who get on their bikes every weekend to catch a glimpse of the sea and forget about their [image: image6.jpg]


urban troubles for a while.
Building up such recreational sites on this stretch is only a small part of an extensive development project launched by Defense Housing Authorities (DHA). The project named as 'Crescent Bay' aims at developing and beautifying the 14-kilometre Karachi beach starting from the old Casino to the Golf Course in Gizri Creek. The plan divides the coastline into seven distinct zones and envisages high-rise commercial building complexes, hyper marts, food courts, cinema, amusement park, five-star hotel, an underwater world with a Dolphin Park and aquarium, amphitheatre complex with a capacity of 6,000 people and water sports facilities. The plan also includes a 600-feet Monumental Tower, with a revolving restaurant and observatory deck. Besides this, a Water Park with water sports, rides, swimming zones and a wave island is planned on 11 acres of land. It sounds fantastic but realistically speaking, the use of such facilities all over the world comes at a ticket price. And we live in a country where even a 10 rupee plate of chana chaat is too expensive for most people.
The DHA's development plan has generated mixed responses among the different factions of public. If on one hand people who belong to high society and the business class are backing this development as it would make Karachi look like Dubai, at the same time there are intellectuals, NGOs and some eminent citizens who are fervently opposing this development on account that this development is a commercial exploitation and would be too expensive for the majority of Karachiites to afford. 
[image: image7.jpg]


"It appears that the elite will occupy the entire sea front and the common man will be denied access to the death," reads a statement issued by a coalition of some prominent citizens against this development, including Arif Hasan, Chairman Urban Resource Center (URC), and Justice Nasir Aslam Zahid. 

On the other hand, DHA authorities have given the assurance that the developed beaches would be free for all. However, opponents believe that once the development is over the poor and the middle class wouldn't be allowed free access to that area.
 "They have taken the coast with the Marina Club and all these hotels they have built there, and are not allowing anyone any access to this beautiful stretch where we used to fish once. Why should we believe that they will provide access to people on this project?" argues Arif Hasan, Chairman URC and an ardent opponent of this project. They believe that the fallout of development will be that the poor will be robbed of their only free-of-cost entertainment and the rerhi walas, chabri walas, papar walas, camel and horsemen, and other vendors who stake a living out of catering to the masses who flock to the beach will find themselves out of their daily wage.
The perceived victims-to-be of the development are however less afraid and it seems that this stems form them being ignorant about the possible hidden implications of this development project. Most of the people on the Clifton beach that Kolachi spoke to were oblivious of any Monumental Tower to be built in here and were convinced that no such development can ever be made to this part of the beach.
Jamaan Khan, 22, is a horseman who is working at the beach for the past 10 years. He thinks that development on the beach as impossible. He has heard of development at the beach through a group of people who were chanting slogans like "Sahil hamara hai" (the beach is ours) and "Sahil bachao" (Save the sea). Jamaan mocks the people who think anyone could snatch the beach away from masses.
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"Who can restrict us from coming here?" he asks arrogantly. Spending 10 years by the sea has made him believe that the beach will always remain the same.

"Let people talk about development," he says " I am telling you these are just rumours and nothing concrete will be done. Even if it happens I won't be suffering but benefiting." Jamaan rests easy in the knowledge that horse riding is much loved by people regardless of their financial background.

Hamid Ahmed, 37, however is not that unconvinced about development. For the past 15 years, he comes to the beach everyday after mid-day and sets his rerhi (stall with wheels) to sell gol gappas. His gol guppas are so yummy, he claims, that he doesn't even need to play the cliched 'Gol Guppay Wala Aya' song to attract people. Hamid sells his gol guppas  for 10 rupees a plate from midday till one o'clock at night and earns up to 250 rupees which is "enough for the family of four," he tells Kolachi.
Hamid whose majority clientele comprise of the working class doesn't earn much but is content with whatever he earns. as "it is more than what I would have been earning selling my gol guppas in streets instead." The contentment however is instantly replaced with anxiety when he is told about DHA's plans of developing the beach. He doesn't know about DHA's development project and innocently tells Kolachi that he just knows the rerhi wala and the papar wala here and he has never heard of DHA.
However he is well aware of what a 'tower' is and how much can a huge tower and a recreational place for the "rich" at the beach can cost him. "My business will be ruined then," he says. He is worried that when people come to visit the tower they won't come to buy his gol guppas then. However, the Karachiite in him doesn't mind development at the beach.

"It would make the beach beautiful," Hamid muses "And it would add to the pleasure of the people too."

But what will he do after that? Hamid is not certain and resigns his future to fate.  "Allah will help me," he says.

Yet he can't help asking: "Can't the tower be built somewhere else instead of here?" Hamid knows that he won't be earning the 'handsome' amount he earns at Sea View anywhere else. Other people Kolachi spoke with had similar concerns.
Abdul Majid and his brother Waheed work as photographers at the beach to feed the family of fifteen. At the end of the day, they successfully make up to 300 rupees each. Initially they regarded such changes on the beach a good omen.

 "More and more people will come to beach and have their photographs taken," they said. But when they are told that recreational facilities would have tickets they become insecure as their customers are people who cannot afford to have a camera.
 "Rich people have their own cameras and they don't need us," Majid explains and expresses fear for the future. "If the poor stop coming here, how would I pay off my house rent?" he asks in dread. Though he can still get back to his labour work, which is what he did a few years ago he knows he "wont be saving much from that." At the moment he easily saves 50 rupees every day.

 " Do not do this," Majid pleads, "How will we feed our children and how would we pay off utility bills?"

Tur Khan an old camel man however refrains Majid from pleading as he feels its of no use.

 "Has anyone ever listened to the poor?" he asks sarcastically.

Tur Khan doesn't know what a monumental tower is but is strictly against any kind of development. "Development is always for the rich. The poor never develop. I have been sitting at this beach for 20 years and so many developments have been made to the beach but I have never developed. I am still the camel man," he states the harsh reality of life as he knows it.

Rahat Khan in her 50s however is very enthusiastic about the idea of developing the beach. She works as a supervisor in a factory and every second month comes to the beach with her family of 10. The family doesn't own a car and travels through a public bus all the way from New Karachi because "the sea makes us fresh and it's better to be in fresh air here then sit at home with no electricity at all!" she tells Kolachi.

Rahat backs the idea of an amphitheater at the beach but accepts that she won't be among the blessed to take advantage of the facility.
 "Obviously they would be charging for that and after spending on bus fare and food, that might not be affordable to us." The family spends around 500 rupees on a single trip to the beach and even that's too expensive for them. Though she backs development on the beach but still Rahat feels that the beach at present looks more captivating than it might look after bearing the high-rise hallmarks of modernity.

"These small stalls, the multi-colored camel seats, the chana wala selling chana in a chabri, and the kids clapping to the bander ka tamasha too add to the beauty of the sea. These sights reflects our culture and this should not be harmed during development," she says.
Despite continuous objections by different factions of the society, the DHA seems to continue with its plans to develop the beaches. Even as they are doing that, the uproar against beach development continues. Both parties are talking about what they think is better for Karachi. Along with the protests by the NGOs and the ultimatums given by the authorities in question, perhaps it would be wise if both came to the table and talked. Sea View, the way it is has belonged to everybody in Karachi. Even if it is developed, what it means to the people of this city should be taken into account. The day the authorities take into account the plight of the camel man and chana wala, is the day Pakistan can be proud of being a truly democratic country. And what better place to begin this than in the commercial heart of Pakistan.

(By Sabeen Jamil, The News-35, 27/05/2007)

Show me the money
CLASS comes into it though not necessarily. The disease is not limited to those whose perfume you can smell without nibbling on their ears, or the murderous wannabes who emerged cockroach-like from their latrines on May 12. Save the odd voice of sanity, everyone is afflicted.


You know the sort. They’ll point to a piece of land and, without a hint of irony, explain how all this used to be a jungle but now it’s a golf course. The kind of people who would rather see a marina where a mangrove forest stands. Grown men and women who are impressed by shopping malls, tower blocks, gated communities, seven-star hotels, armed guards and other such facades of prosperity in a dismally poor country. They are everywhere.

‘Megacity’ ought to be a slur but is touted as an achievement, not least by our nazim from the singularly glorious MQM. (Let us ignore, briefly, the law that stipulates that local government officials must not be members of political parties.) On the ‘development’ front at least, the DHA is wholly in agreement with the delusion artists of Azizabad. So is the prime minister and the chief minister of Punjab.

The common thread here is that they all have an abiding interest in finance.


Those who are in any way opposed to this wholesale destruction of the environment are casually dismissed as ‘anti-development’. If this twisted definition qualifies me for the label, then so be it for I have no qualms about being anti this money-grubbing campaign.


At least I have no personal stake in the matter, save the simple pleasure of being able to lie on the beach, any beach, and watch the waves roll in. The motives of those who stand to make millions — dollars, not rupees — from the ‘development’ drive now sweeping the country are less homely.

They are but an aberration in the space-time continuum that will shortly be rectified, and they know it. So these modern-day Caligulas must seize the day and roll out those contracts while they may. Herrick had virgins in mind but the idea’s the same.


The death of Bundal and Buddo islands, as well as the DHA waterfront, was not enough to sate the appetite of those devouring Karachi piece by piece. Now we must contend with the curiously named Sugarland City, a monster project that may uproot some 200,000 people from the villages their families have called home for centuries and privatise vast chunks of the coastline from Sandspit to Cape Monze.


Sugarland City covers a mind-boggling 60,000 acres and is expected to cost 68 billion dollars to build. A developer based in Dubai (where else) is behind the venture that will evict residents, close off the sea to fishermen, hack down mangroves and restrict the public’s access to the beach to certain ‘select’ spots. The policy of apartheid — keeping the haves at a safe distance from the have-nots — is becoming all the more brazen in Karachi.


The marine turtle sanctuary in Sandspit is as good as dead, even if the land itself is spared. Large-scale human habitation in the vicinity, and specifically the garbage it will generate, will attract hordes of rodents and feral dogs that don’t know any better and will happily tuck into the eggs of an endangered species. Bright lights on what is still a secluded coast may also confuse the hatchlings, making them head inland instead of towards the sea.


Manora too will not escape the wrath of the developers. A luxury resort featuring a five-star hotel is planned for the island, and it stands to reason that all the residents will be shown the ferry. Or walled into a ghetto so their poverty doesn’t jar on the nerves of the revellers.

Enough said, for now.

(By Irfan Malik, Dawn-17, 30/05/2007)
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Access to beaches: a reverie for the poor?

Karachi, a city of teeming millions has become a concrete jungle where people are crowded in small spaces and work hard to sustain their families. Majority of these people come from the middle and poor classes who crave for some place to go and relax with their families on the weekends.


They have limited resources and prefer to go to the seaside to bring some relief in their life, when exhausted in body and mind. They travel to the beaches encountering bad, bumpy roads, with trucks parked on the both sides. It is shock of the lifetime when one reaches near the Hawkesbay Beach only to find that access to the beach is mostly obstructed by the ugly, tastelessly built huts that dot the long stretch of the seashore.


Private sector institutions, corporate sector, autonomous bodies, armed forces, banks and other commercial organisations and private parties own these huts. They have put barriers and nobody could pass through these barriers except those who have booked the hut. It is perplexing for those who are unable to rent a hut or have no connections or clout to get one on complimentary basis. It is more annoying to travel 20-30 kilometres only to find the passage to the seafront blocked.


A citizen, who is poorest of the poor, also pays the taxes in one way or the other. So he has every right to be angry and anger breeds hatred and social upheavals take place that shake the mighty palaces not to mention the unimaginative and ugly huts. It is very uncharitable of the city and the Sindh governments to ignore one of the few places of recreation in the city.


The area around the beach is in an extremely neglected condition with broken roads and no place for parking. The sandy tract that is not occupied is a nightmarish trail for the old and other weak people.


While entering the small bridge on the marshy sea patch, it dawned to the visitors that the area comes under the jurisdiction of the Cantonment Board Manora (CBM). The revelation came at a barrier where young men in plain clothes were stopping the vehicles and taking Rs20 as ‘Toll Tax & Entertainment Fee’, levied by the CBM to allow the people inside their territory. The ticket issued by the young men said that it was valid for “Sandspit Manora, Hawkesbay, Neelam Point, Sunehra, French Bich, Cap Mount (Spelling as on the ticket).”


Disregarding the linguistic prowess of the Cantonment Board, it is a matter of concern that poor masses have to dole out ‘Entertainment Tax’ to the cantonment board that has provided no facility to them. It is shocking to see that the high and mighty in the country are creating barrier that will prevent the poor citizens from enjoying the gifts of nature provided by God.

The planned construction of high-rise condominiums and luxury hotels for a few who have power and pelf will further suffocate the already shrinking spaces of entertainment for the poor. It would be better to leave some breathing space for them lest they discard their humility and powerlessness to express their ire in forceful manner. It will shake those who are sitting in their ivory towers oblivious of the pain and suffering of the poor masses.

(By Perwez Abdullah, The News-19, 01/06/2007)

Sugarland City will threaten fisherfolk’s livelihood

Fisherfolk at the Sandspit and Hawkesbay beach, fifteen kilometers south west of Karachi, have been worrying since long at their dwindling catch. They attribute this misfortune to the activity of deep-sea trawlers and use of fine mesh nets locally known as Gujja, Katra and Bhola nets that do not spare even the juvenile fish. 


Now they have more to worry about with the development of “Sugarland City,” a private resort the government is setting up on the Sandspit and Hawkesbay beach in cooperation with a private Dubai-based developer. Fishermen of the area say that this destroy the mangrove forests that happen to be nurseries of fish and shrimps.


“Several fish species including Hira, Dhotar, Surmai, Pomphret besides lobsters are found here but our catch has been reduced drastically due to the operation of deep-sea trawlers that poach in shallow waters and take away the entire bounty,” said Dawood, 38, a local fisherman. 


“Some times I get 10 pieces of Surmai but at times I hardly manage to get a piece. A single piece of Surmai, if it is big, fetches 1,000 rupees. If it is small, then I get 300-400 rupees,” he added. 

“Twenty years ago, the catch was so good that our entire boat would be overflowing with fish,” he recalled. 

He said the area also had lots of crabs that fetched a good price at 5-star hotels of Karachi but Bengali fishermen who use banned Gujja, Katra and Bhola nets have almost drained this resource.


Pointing out to the lush green mangrove forests on one side of the beach, Dawood said nobody had planted them. “They have grown naturally and shrimps and different fish species spawn in these forests. But the mangroves face extinction due to development activity and when Sugarland City will materialize, they would be destroyed totally, rendering us jobless,” he commented.


The total area of mangrove forests in Sindh’s Indus Delta is about 250,000 hectares and that of Balochistan’s Makran coast is now estimated at only 7,500 hectares, i.e. 3% of the total mangrove forest coverage at the coastal areas of Pakistan. In view of their relatively small coverage, the mangroves in Balochistan could easily disappear if no proper action is taken, while those of Sindh are under severe pressure. This warning was highlighted in the Tropical Rainforest Portfolio 1996-2001, a study undertaken by the Netherlands government and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Zeist, the Netherlands. 


Fisherfolk who have been living in small settlements in Sandspit/ Hawkesbay for centuries, also fear that the massive Sugarland City project with an estimated cost of several billion would deprive them of their ancestral land. “We will become homeless when construction starts here on a big scale,” Dawood said.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 02/06/2007)
Need for assessing Sugarland City project

The Sugarland City project, the story of which has been appearing in The News lately, will have a lot more implications than those being anticipated. The project involves the construction of man-made islands, multi-storey buildings and five star hotels along the coast of Karachi.


It was learnt that no Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) of this project was carried out. According to Pakistan Environmental Protection Act (PEPA), there should be an EIA before initiating any mega project. Another important appraisal, the Social Impact Assessment (SIA), has also unfortunately not been carried out in the case of this project. However, this is not a new phenomenon as the decision to sell Bundal and Buddu islands to a foreign investment firm was also taken in the federal capital without carrying an EIA and SIA.


Already a poorly managed city, Karachi has numerous issues that still await resolution — that too for quite some time now — such as growing concerns of sewerage, pollution, water and traffic. A project of this magnitude is likely to attract more migrants from various parts of the country resulting in an even greater population influx. The general public use the beach for recreational activities, locals have their daily earnings attached to it and hut owners have healthy income through leasing of their huts.


The beaches of Karachi are internationally recognised for turtle nesting, along with one of the biggest stand of mangroves and a large number of migratory birds coming during the peak summer season. From the documents and maps in the possession of The News, a majority of the area coming under the jurisdiction of the project happens to be of great ecological value.


These beaches provide breeding grounds for marine and green turtles, which are termed ‘highly endangered species’ by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). The area for turtle nesting stretches to some around 5.5 kilometres off the shore.


The project, with three artificial islands in front of the beach, would deprive the already endangered species of turtles of land suitable to lay their eggs. It is also worth mentioning that even if the nesting ground is replaced with some other location, it would not be the same. Conservation Manager, Sindh, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Syed Ghulam Qadir Shah said that turtles’ breeding is a continuous process as they have a natural instinct to return for breeding to the same place of their birth.


“This process has been going on for centuries and if there is a shift in the nesting place, it would result in a big ecological shift,” he said. 

Moreover, initiating such a big project, that too of this nature, can be risky because Karachi lies close to a major fault line, which brings in the earthquake factor. “God forbid, if there is a natural calamity, these artificial islands can cause havoc as this soil is not stable enough to sustain the load of such big islands,” said Shah.


Another ecological importance of the area lies in the natural reserves of mangrove. Not only do they act as a deterent in the case of disasters and calamities, but also work as a breeding ground for fish and shrimps, which greatly contribute to our economy. There are around 500 hectors of mangroves in the west and 64,000 hectors in the east. Experts fear that these mangroves will be cut down if the project begins. 


Dr Tahir Qureshi, a mangrove expert from IUCN, fears that if these are removed, it will result in massive land erosion around the shore.

“Anything constructed in its place will not be as competent in combating the erosion of land as mangroves,” he said adding that chances of cyclones and hurricanes will also consequently increase. Apart from erosion, they work as a protective shield to the PAF Masroor base wherein there are important Air Force installations. 


In the backwater channels inside the mangroves forest, a number of migratory birds flock in through the ‘Indus flyover.’ This serves as their first stop after entering Pakistan. These birds have been flying into this area for centuries and the route through the ‘Indus flyover’ is genetically defined to them.

(By Sidra Rafique, The News-13, 03/06/2007)
The Golden beach

Situated in the northwest of Balochistan's district Lasbela, some 95 kilometres from Karachi on the coastal highway, Sonmiani is an unpolluted beach with serene blu-ish water that attracts thousands of migratory birds from Siberia between August and April every year. The Sonmiani tehsil comprises of Sonmiani village (population 4,000), Dam (population 8,000), Baloch Goth (population 1500) and Bera (population 800). 
[image: image9.jpg]


The name Sonmiani is derived from the words Son (gold) and miani (port) because it happened to be a port in the yesteryears; when people were so prosperous, locals claim, that they paid taxes in gold. Alexander the Great and Arab conqueror Mohammad bin Qasim accessed the Indo-Pakistan through this route and it also served as a trade route between Middle East and the South Asia for centuries. 
Citing M. F. Heddle, Mohammad Usman Damwihi, author of 'Karachi Tareekh ke Aiane Mein' writes that in 1830 the revenue in terms of customs duty at Sonmiani Port was equivalent to that of Karachi Port and it beat the latter when the Khan of Kalat reduced the duties. As a result, traders at Karachi started preferring Sonmiani Port. Subsequently, the Mirs of Hyderabad were compelled to cut duties in Karachi as well. 
Another interesting fact is that the Muslim and Hindu communities in Sonmiani live peacefully. One can find a mosque, a temple and an Imambargah side-by-side in Sonmiani. In fact there are two temples in the small village. Though there are only 50 Hindus in the village at the moment, their population was significant prior to partition. Interestingly, today there is no family from the Shia minority community in Sonmiani but nobody has ever tried to encroach the Imambargah.
"When Babri Mosque was attacked by fanatics in India some Mullahs from nearby town Winder attacked our temple but the Hindu families were protected by local Muslims," says Suresh Kumar, president Sonmiani Development Organisation. 
The temple known as Balpuri mandir has nine graves of Sadhus and one can find inscriptions such as "dhoni sahib sudh swai balpuri ke jeay", "sheraanwali mata ke jeay" and "seetla maan ke jeay" on its walls. 
The Hindus in Sonmiani are mostly shopkeepers. Suresh Kumar himself sells diesel oil to the boats operating in Dam. 
At about three kilometres from Sonmiani village is Miani Hor where one can find a unique ecosystem comprising naturally occurring mangroves species viz; Avicennia marina, Rhizophora mucronata and Ceriops tagal, spread over about 3,500 hectares. The importance of mangroves can be gauged from the fact that 60 to 80 per cent of world's commercial fish catch are mangrove-dependent species, according to the Tropical Rainforest Portfolio 1996-2001, a report prepared by the Dutch government and the WWF International. "The mangroves in Balochistan could easily disappear if no proper action is taken," the report warns.
In Dam, some four kilometres from Sonmiani village, there is a jetty where one could find fisherfolk transferring their catch of soft, spongy, white colour jelly fish in big drums, indicating that the seawater is unpolluted since jelly fish do not thrive in polluted water. 
"Jelly fish is found during May and July. A drum of 60kg is sold for Rs 1200-1300 and sent to Karachi. We have heard that it is exported to China ," says Mohammad Iqbal, a local fisherman.
Commodore (retired) Tayyab Naqvi, former chairman, Pakistan Fishermen Cooperative Society confirms that there was a time when the water at Karachi Port was unpolluted and jelly fish would stick to the bottom of naval ships but one can not find them anymore because the port has become a cesspool due to marine pollution. 
"The WWF-Pakistan is creating awareness among fisherfolk not only to conserve mangroves but also to plant new saplings because they are vital for their survival," says Pir Bux, field in charge WWF Sonmiani. "We are also collaborating with community-based organisations (CBOs) namely Sonmiani Development Organisation, Society for Social Development and Conservation of Nature, Mahigeer Tarakiati Tanzeem and Mahigeer Itehad to inculcate the idea of sustainable fishery. This is requires since the use of fine-mesh katra, bhulla and gujja nets that do not spare any kind of fish. Even the juvenile fish is being caught by unscrupulous elements despite a ban on it by the government," he adds. 
"The fisherfolk are rendered jobless between May 20 and September because the mouth of the channel is closed due to silt. Yet another problem is that half of the population does not have access to drinking water and they spend Rs 400-500 on a tanker to quench their thirst," he laments. 
The Balochistan Coastal Development Authority is constructing a jetty at Dam to accommodate 400 boats but locals say it's so narrow that it would hardly allow berthing of 50 boats.
The government of Pakistan is contemplating to build a port in Sonmiani but locals fear it would destroy mangrove forests and degrade the area environmentally. 
"We are not against development but locals should be involved in it. We fear that marine ships will destroy mangroves that are nurseries for shrimp and fish," says Mullah Mohammad. 
"In 1958 I worked at Karachi Fish Harbour and there were lots of fish. Today there is no fish at the harbour. Same will be the fate of Sonmiani," he fears
(By Shahid Husain, The News-28, 03/06/2007)

Hawkesbay’s hypnotic nights soon to be history for commoners

The full moon on Karachi’s Hawkesbay beach, 15 kilometers south west of the city, is truly hypnotic, say visitors. This is a beach that has enchanted the people of the city, most of whom have fond memories of their visits here. However, if the government has its way, those visits would be restricted to certain portions of the beach as a multi-billion dollar elitist recreational project gets underway.


“Hawkesbay is the most beautiful and peaceful picnic point in Pakistan. Large numbers of families frequent the beach on Saturday night and soothe their nerves after a hard day’s work. In June and July when children have summer vacations, families visit the beach every day,” says Sikander Jan Baloch, a resident of Hawkesbay. 


Baloch says that the popularity of this majestic beach can be gauged from the fact that Rs150,000 is collected at Hawkesbay as toll tax on a given day. Car are charged Rs10 while motorbikes Rs5. This gives some idea of how many people visit this beach every day “The road to the beach has never been closed, barring the day when Baloch leader Akbar Khan Bugti was murdered,” adds Baloch. 


Families and groups of youngsters go fishing and swimming but others prefer to stroll along the sandy beach where the fine sand extends up to 10km. 


In front of a hut, a group of young people can be seen making tea and enjoying music blaring from a tape recorder. Some of them are engaged in fishing. They are mostly carpenters, plumbers and electricians hailing from Karachi’s old town Kharadar and frequent the beach every Saturday.


“We are friends and are in different trades but it’s our hobby to visit Hawkesbay on the weekend. The sea drains our fatigue and we enjoy ourselves here. By early morning we manage to catch several fish and on reaching home we hand them over to our mother or sister and go to sleep. By the time we wake up, lunch is ready, It’s really a treat,” says Afzal, a carpenter from Kharadar. 


Watching these youngsters enjoy their weekend it becomes evident that it is not money that brings joy, but imagination and affinity with nature. 


“Hawkesbay is a very secure beach. This is obvious from the fact that I am here at this time of night with my family. I believe the areas inhabited by Baloch people are always secure,” says consultant in public relations with the federal minister of commerce, Adil Jadoon.


“I have friends all over Balochistan. They are honest and cooperative people. Even if you have not rented a hut, you will enjoy yourself here. Even women don’t feel insecure among them. I have been coming here for decades but have never had a problem. If my jeep is broken they offer help and your mobile will never be snatched here,” he says. 


Unfortunately, it appears that for the common man, visiting Hawkesbay will become the stuff of fairy tales in times to come because the present government is adamant to build a the multi billion dollar Sugarland City resort reserved for the rich. Therefore, the ordinary person’s access to this serene beach will be restricted.


“The Prime Minister was pleased to chair a meeting last year on June 24 regarding the Dubai World investment plan for development of the coastal area of Karachi,” says a memo of the Prime Minister’s Secretariat. “In the first phase Manora area in conjunction with Sandspit, and the area behind it in the Karachi Port Trust’s (KPT) western back waters up to KPT’s land limits with Hawkesbay be offered to the group,” the memo says. 


Mercifully, the memo states that it should be ensured that beach fronts are developed in such a way that “portions are available to general public for recreational purposes.” But will this happen, ask many. Locals suspect that they will not only lose their livelihood dependent on fishing, poultry and renting huts, but also once Sugarland City comes into being, the common man will be deprived of the liberty to go to the seaside on a weekend and enjoy the beauty of the Arabian Sea.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-14, 09/06/2007)
Tree-plantation promised, tree-cutting implemented


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi started a tree plantation campaign throughout Karachi on the eve of the World Environment Day. It has now begun an unannounced 'tree cutting campaign,' however. CDGK officials inaugurated the campaign by cutting down a huge, ancient tree that grew in front of the Supreme Court building Friday morning. Evidence of the project can be seen throughout the city.


The city nazim formally inaugurated the tree planting campaign with the media present, but the tree-cutting plan has begun unannounced, without any ceremonies of initiation. CDGK employees blocked the Shaheen Complex roundabout for over three days to install a pipeline. They dug the arts' council road to install it, when they reached Supreme Court building they brought out axes and saws and began what one citizen called 'slaughtering' a big tree. "It happened right in front of the Supreme Court," said an annoyed citizen standing sadly beside the site.

After the tree was cut down, CDGK garbage dumping vehicles took it away. It was cut down before monsoon season, which is usually when planting begins. Tree lovers called such behavior an attempt to make lush parts the city barren and deserted. 


Similar ill-fated trees have been seen lying on roads in several areas including Bath Island, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Saddar, M. A. Jinnah road and main Shahrah-e-Faisal. CDGK employees could be seen cutting the trees into smaller parts and taking them away. The government completed a similar tree-cutting project where tens of thousands of trees were cut down on Hawkesbay road as they were in the way of scheme-42, a project of the Lyari Development Authority.


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act 1997 reveals that "a fine of Rs 3,000 and a six-month long imprisonment should be imposed for cutting trees and harming the green environment". The residents of different areas in Saddar town said that the administration continues 'slaughtering' big, ancient and beautiful trees, despite their objections. Authorities concerned are either silent on the matter or indirectly support such campaigns. "Many trees adjacent to developmental schemes, like sewerage, are likely to choke sewerage lines", said minister for Environment and Alternate Energy, Dr Saghir Ahmed. Dr Ahmed is responsible for implementing the environmental protection act of 1997. "The city government is launching development schemes throughout the city. Trees are hindrances for some of them, and have to be cut down," Ahmed said. Tree lovers demanded that authorities stop such anti-environment actions. Karachi's 130 million should be able to inhale fresh air, which is everyone's fundamental right. They also suggested that the government install sewerage water treatment plants and use the treated water for plantations.

(By Amar Guriro, Daily Times-B1, 09/06/2007)

Korangi Creek Industrial Park
Construction started sans legal go-ahead


KARACHI: Construction of the Korangi Creek Industrial Park (KCIP) has begun, directed by the National Industrial Parks Development & Management Company (NIP). The construction has begun without the issuing of a no-objection certificate from the Environmental Protection Authority, the legal document needed to begin the project.


The KCIP will be a multi-tenant industrial park in seven sectors including textiles, finished leather, food, pharmaceuticals, light engineering, information technology, gems and jewelry. Its board of directors comprises of 75 percent private sector members. Plans for the KCIP were finished in April last year, but construction had not begun due to objections on environmental grounds.


The NIP planned a 250-acre industrial plant exactly on the edge of Arabian Sea, between the Pakistan oil refinery and Korangi Nullah. Due to its location, the project was considered a threat to the environment. The NIP has requested the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) to issue a no-objection certificate (NOC). The EPA held a public hearing where stakeholders of the project voiced their opinions, objections and grievances.


EPA authorities have sent a detailed draft of the stakeholders’ grievances to the NIP, but have not yet received a reply. The have not yet decided whether or not to issue an NOC. However, the NIP has already begun construction at the KCIP, in a clear violation of the law. The basic structure of the building is nearly complete.


“This is only a simple building. We have yet not started the actual construction,” said Project Director KCIP Mesam Raza Jafery, while standing beside the ongoing construction.


“I don’t know exactly what construction is going on, but it certainly can’t be the actual project work. Perhaps it is some initial work that must precede the actual construction,” said DG EPA Abdul Malik. 


Stakeholders, environmentalists, and residents of the area unanimously voted against the building of Korangi Creek Industrial Park on environmental grounds. They demand that the sites of such parks be changed.

(By Amar Guriro, Daily Times-B1, 10/06/2007)

The DHA Cogeneration (Cogen) plant
Desalination plant will be devastating for the environment


KARACHI: The Defence Housing Authority recently announced to start the trial operation of its cogeneration power and desalination plant at Defence Phase 8 in around two months time. This announcement came despite the fact that the Sindh High Court (SHC) has yet to give a decision to allow the operations of this controversial project after receiving a detailed study on its environmental consequences by the Sindh Environmental Protect Agency (SEPA).


The DHA cogeneration plant will produce 94 megawatts of power as well as three million gallons of freshwater per day. It seems like the perfect solution to satisfy the needs of city deprived of electrical power and potable water. But there are many other aspects that must be taken into consideration.


The petition against this plant was filed by Shehri - an NGO. They said that the plant would lead to environmental degradation. Desalination plants have been under heavy criticism by environmentalists all over the world. Under their guidance, the decision-makers in Karachi chose this option as a solution for the power and water shortage issues of the city. They, however, disregarded the wide-scale criticism that desalination plants have attracted the world over for the environmental hazards that they cause.


The reverse osmosis process (being used by the DHA Cogen plant), filters seawater to remove large particles and pump the water at high pressure through membranes that remove the salt. The waste matter produced during the process of converting seawater into freshwater is called brine, which has salinity about twice that of seawater. This byproduct is usually disposed off in the sea, where it increases the salinity of the seawater and being denser than the surrounding water (owing to the high solute concentration), sinks to the seabed. This has devastating effects on the ecosystem, because brine is toxic to marine life such as plankton (a major food source for aquatic animals), fish, shrimps, and their eggs and larvae. Karachi’s mangrove forests, which are already in dire straits, would suffer further deterioration.

The waste brine also often contains low amounts of heavy metals that pass into solution when the plant’s interior surfaces corrode. Brine metal composition depends on the use of different construction materials in the plant. The reverse osmosis brine may contain traces of iron, nickel, chromium and molybdenum. Heavy metals tend to enrich in suspended material and finally in sediments, so that areas of restricted water exchange and soft bottom habitats could be affected by heavy metal accumulation. Many sea creatures feed on this suspended or deposited material, with the risk that metals are enriched in their bodies and passed on to higher trophic levels. This poses a threat to the health of humans, who consume fish with high levels of these metals stored in their bodies.


Reverse osmosis desalination plants also use anti-scalants to prevent scaling on the plant’s heat exchanger surfaces, inside tubes, or reverse osmosis membranes, Coagulants like ferric- or aluminum chloride are used to improve filtration of suspended material from feedwater and alkaline cleaning solutions (pH 11-12) for removing silt deposits and biofilms, whereas acidified solutions (pH 2-3) are used to remove metal oxides and scales.


Further chemicals are often added to improve the cleaning process of reverse osmosis membranes, such as detergents, oxidants, complexing agents or biocides for membrane disinfection.


Environmental destruction of the marine habitat of Karachi’s sea and mangroves will result in thousands of fishermen losing their livelihood. They have relied on the richness of marine life in Karachi’s seas for centuries to provide them bread and butter. 


The coastal belt of Karachi already suffers from an environmental crisis and suffering a major loss of valuable marine life because of oil and sewage pollution. Plans of launching projects such as “Diamond City” and “Sugar Land City” are increasingly jeopardising the hopes of preserving the valuable mangrove forests of our city, which serve as the breeding grounds for many aquatic species found in our sea.

(By Bilal Farooqi, Daily Times-B1, 10/06/2007)

4,432-acre park along Malir River proposed
KARACHI, June 10: The city district government, Karachi, has planned to establish an expansive park along the 17.5 kilometre length of the Malir River. The main objective of this ambitious project is to provide recreation facilities and job opportunities to the people of the city. The proposed name of the park is ‘River Valley Park.’


“The parks in the city are not sufficient for the dense population of Karachi and to meet this dearth we have selected a place for this purpose. This park will not only minimise this deficiency to a great extent but will also provide recreation spots to benefit millions of people,” said a city government official.


The area of the proposed park is 2,154,145.63 square yards (4,432.67 acres). The area of the park will be spread from the Hino Chowk on Korangi Road to the Quaidabad Bridge. Being located in the middle of the city, the park would provide recreational and sports facilities to the population of about 8 million people of the nine towns in its proximity.


Sources said the city government’s parks and horticulture department has prepared a design of the park after a detailed survey of the location, with claims that it would be the “biggest park in the world.”


In the survey report, various facilities and recreational attractions have been chalked out for the consideration of the authorities concerned, who will decide on the project’s fate this week.


The River Valley Park will have a water flow channel of 150 feet with 50-foot wide roads on either side. Besides, it will have 24 parking zones, 12 bridges and service areas at 24 points.


Various themed gardens have been planned for the park, which include a palm garden, jasmine garden, rose garden, Japanese garden, bougainvillea garden and Mughal garden. Besides, four city forests and some 500,000 trees will also be planted.


Experts have suggested the establishment of an athletic ground to enhance sports activities in the city, which will include facilities for basketball, tennis, volleyball and badminton. There are also suggestions for a golf course, horse riding area, skating arena, kids’ car area and polo ground.


In addition to this, some 15 cricket grounds with international level facilities are suggested to be part of the huge park to cater to the needs of the city youth. According to the designers, these facilities would help host major national and international cricket events.


Plans are afoot to restore the past glory of field hockey in the country, for which at least 10 prospective hockey fields have been suggested. The designers have plans for the establishment of 10 football grounds in the park given the fact that it is a popular sport in the country, despite little patronage from the authorities.


For the amusement of visitors, kite and pigeon-racing competitions would be organised on a regular basis at a specific portion of the park. The designers have also included modern facilities for motorcycle races and motor sports to give a space to the enthusiasts of these pursuits. A total of 128 powerful floodlight towers will be installed to keep the location illuminated during the night.


A runway for flying remote controlled airplanes and helicopters has also been proposed. Five open-air theatres are included in the draft design to promote the neglected art of theatre. Besides, 12 family and eight kids’ play areas will also be established.


The designers have also proposed an elevated monorail system to provide visitors transit across the sprawling expanse of the park.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-13, 11/06/2007)

NLC blatantly lifts sand from public beach

It can only happen in Pakistan and that too in Karachi where no one seems to be looking out for the interests of the people or the city itself. At the same time, it seems that the present government is intent on spoiling whatever is left of the Clifton Beach, one of the city’s last remaining popular entertainment spots.


In the name of development of the DHA, the National Logistics Cell (NLC) has been illegally lifting sand from the beach near Clifton Beach Park in gross violation of city rules and regulations which prohibit such an activity. “Nowhere in the world would we see diggers scooping our sand from a public beach in such a manner that poses a risk to both visitors and the environment,” reported one disgusted visitor. 


The activity is affecting the beauty of the beach and making the area dangerous for visitors. The NLC has blatantly put aside any environmental considerations as well and this activity is being done without permission from the relevant government department or agency, it may be added. Many suggest that this is being done because the NLC is able to use its military clout which scares away both the city government as well as the Karachi Port Trust, both of which claim ownership of the city’s shoreline. 


Thousands of people from all walks of life throng to this area every day to enjoy the pleasures of the seashore and get away from the tedium and tension of everyday life. However, this once tranquil recreation spot is now under threat. It is believed that the NLC is currently lifting sand from the beach for the development projects underway in Phase-VIII of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA). 


It may be recalled that the road network development contract for the area has been awarded to the NLC. Some suggest that the sand may well be going for that contact. However, there is no independent confirmation of this. 


Permission from the Karachi Port Trust(KPT) was not taken nor have any due payments made in this regard. On being contacted, a KPT spokesman confirmed “Neither permission was taken nor payments were made by the NLC.” Despite numerous attempts to contact the NLC to give its version, this reporter was unsuccessful.


According to the terms and conditions of the contract awarded to it by the DHA, the NLC did not have the authority to take any sand from the sea and according to one KPT source it is simply a case of misuse of position and authority.


The NLC has a very interesting argument to support its stand of lifting sand from the beach. Whatever sand they take out is replenished by the sea during high tide, their officials argue, so it is useless to cry over such matters. The factual situation is contrary to this: it is very clear that the ground level is rapidly dipping at the places from where the sand is being lifted.


One regular visitor to this stretch of beach, Muhammad Usman, says that some time ago he witnessed sand being lifted through shovels, as the ground level had not sunk so much then. As the beach level went down, machinery began to be used to dig the sand out of the beach.


When this reporter visited the beach area, two digging machines were rapidly digging the sand with their heavy jaws and five dumpers were getting ready to be filled with sand. 


Every day a large number of people visit this part of the beach with their children. Many persons, including children, regularly stroll along this dug up stretch. Fortunately, no untoward incident has taken place so far but the chances of a terrible mishap occurring in the future cannot be ruled out. Apparently there seems no danger on walking on this spot, which is usually covered by seawater. However, the uneven bed of the sea can be very dangerous for unwary swimmers, especially children, who suddenly find themselves in deep water without any warning.


When The News asked another visitor to comment on the digging of the shore he said he would not comment on the issue as it may fall in the category of “national interest” due to the involvement of the NLC in this process!


Another interesting aspect of the story is that the dumpers which carry this cargo to its destination also spill sand along the route. This sprinkled sand poses another hazard to motorists and those who walk on the footpaths.


Interestingly, the KPT spent million of rupees on laying fresh sand along this very stretch of beach after it was earlier destroyed by an oil spillage from the Tasman Spirit that ran aground in 2003.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has also worked hard to construct the Clifton Beach Park and visitors are asked to pay to enjoy its beauty. The CDGK has also laid beautiful tiles along the park. However, the beauty of the beach is being destroyed by the passage of heavy cranes and it seems that the beach is being mortally wounded.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 16/06/2007)
EIA submitted for industrial unit in Port Qasim

KARACHI, June 17: At a public hearing conducted by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) on Saturday, participants urged the government to take strict precautionary measures while allowing the construction of industries and housing projects on the seafront.


They said that disproportionate coastline development would have an adverse effect on an already damaged marine eco-system, and suggested that the government initiate a system of independently monitoring seaside industries after their construction and during their operation.


The hearing concerned the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report submitted in context of the establishment of a steel industrial unit comprising cold rolling and rebar mills, and a 62 mega-watt thermal power generation plant over 100 acres in the Port Qasim’s eastern industrial zone. The session was chaired by Sepa director general Abdul Malik Ghauri.


Likely to be completed in two years at a cost of Rs17560.95 million, the project envisages producing a million tonnes of rebar and 210,400 tonnes of sheets and coils per year.

The billets and coal required for the steel mill and the power plant will be imported, while raw water at the required rate of 106 cubic metres per hour will be supplied by the Port Qasim Authority (PQA). Alternative sources of water could potentially be tube wells and a reverse osmosis system.

The allotted area is in the proximity of Gharo creek, but the project’s environmental consultants maintained that there is no potential threat to human life given that there are no settlements within a five kilometre radius of the project area.


In the context of ambient air quality, the EIA report said that the concentration of particulate matter was already high at the project’s location, because of wind and dust.


The participants of the meeting were told that the improper management of wastewater and solid waste, or the storage of hazardous chemicals and any spills or leakages could cause soil and ground water contamination, while untreated effluent discharged into the sea would damage the aquatic ecosystem.


However, the mill’s managers planned to take all possible preventative measures, including commissioning a wastewater treatment plant.


Some participants who belonged to the public questioned the plan to use the city government’s incineration facilities to dispose of hazardous materials and solid waste. They demanded that the project proponent come up with a facility for the safe disposal of the waste within the mill, since material such as industrial sludge and non-recoverable scrap are unlikely to be paid much attention to once the project starts.


A senior official from the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) pointed out that the proponents have not addressed the project’s water demands. Government policy requires industries in the coastal belt to set up their own desalinisation plants, said the official, adding that dry nullahs in the area are assets of the city government and the project proponents must not use them to discharge wastewater into Gharo creek or the sea.


The representative of an NGO criticised the project on the grounds that it is located mainly in high-tide waters and along the seashore, and will therefore require the reclamation of the seabed and the destruction of mangrove forests. He also pointed out that the site of the project contravenes the common law “Public Trust Doctrine” which mandates citizens’ unfettered access to the sea or the shore. He further claimed that land along the shore cannot be privately owned.


Participants raised the issue that the treatment plants of some large industrial units are of insufficient size and standard, as a result of which much of the wastewater is discharged into the sea. This practice, they said, must be taken seriously by the government and Sepa since it ultimately damages marine and mangrove ecology.

(Dawn-13, 18/06/2007)

Bagh Ibne Qasim structure being razed eight years after court order

KARACHI, June 18: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has started the demolition of the sole commercial structure in Bagh Ibne Qasim eight years after the Supreme Court (SC) handed down a verdict in this regard, Dawn has learnt.

“We have started demolishing the five-storey Costa Livina after senior law experts recommended it in the light of the SC’s 1999 verdict,” said a senior CDGK official.


CDGK’s legal department informed City Nazim Mustafa Kamal in writing that the SC had passed a detailed order in the case (1999 SCMR 2883), in which the builders had been asked to submit the plans for a smaller part of the plot where a commercial structure had been raised. The builders failed to meet the 60-day deadline. Eight years then passed and no action was taken against the building.


Recently, however, after the enormous park was developed around the Jehangir Kothari Parade, the authorities decided to seek some advice from senior law experts. The matter was referred to former Chief Justice Saiduzzaman Siddiqui, who sent his recommendations to the city nazim last month. Referring to these, the CDGK legal department recommended that the city government could take action against the structure.


The dispute in the case relates to 132 acres of land earmarked for the Bagh Ibne Qasim public park in the housing scheme framed by the KPT in 1956. Upon the creation of the KDA under KDA Order 1957, the then Government of West Pakistan notified this scheme as KDA Scheme No 5 on October 30, 1964.


According to instructions issued by the government, the 132-acre site reserved for the park was to contain amusement parks, recreational and refreshment facilities, shops and gardens. On April 1, 1976, the scheme was revised. A plot was carved out of the park area and reserved for the construction of a revolving restaurant allotted to M/s Marvi Investment on July 19, 1976, followed by a formal allotment letter issued on April 8, 1990.


About five weeks after the issuance of the allotment order, M/s Marvi Investment transferred the plot to M/s Pearl Builders (Pvt) Ltd on May 12, 1990. Subsequently, the building plan submitted by Pearl Builders was approved by the KBCA on July 19, 1990.


However, through a general order dated August 4, 1990, the Sindh government rescinded all orders granting approval to building plans under section 6 (5) of the SBCO 1979. An appeal filed by Pearl Builders was allowed on the condition that a plot ratio of 1:6 and a mandatory 20-foot set-back on all sides of the proposed building were maintained. Pearl Builders submitted a revised plan and while this was under consideration, public quarters raised objections against the proposed construction.


Despite the objections of an appellant in the case, and adverse note taken by some KDA officials, the building plans for Costa Livina were approved on July 4, 1992.


Following public protest, however, the then chief minister constituted a committee to make recommendations after an in-depth study of the project. The committee found that the approval for the 15-storey building violated the layout plan originally sanctioned, and further that a high-rise building could not be built on an amenity plot reserved for park.

Nevertheless, the builders started construction, after which a writ petition was filed in the Sindh High Court. This was dismissed on September 25, 1995, on the grounds that the allotment of the plot for the construction of a revolving restaurant amounted to the conversion of the use of the plot to commercial purposes and, therefore the petitioners had no locus standi to object to the construction of a multi-storey building.


Following an appeal, the Supreme Court reversed the order of the Sindh High Court and held that the carving out of a plot measuring 4851.61 square yards in the area reserved for a park for the construction of a revolving restaurant was (a) in furtherance of the scheme of the park as it intended to attract the visitors; (b) the Karachi Building and Town Planning Regulations 1979 have statutory force; and (c) para-3 of schedule ‘D’ to the Regulations prohibited the change of land use or conversion of amenity, utility and other plots without following the procedure of inviting public objections through newspapers and hearing them as prescribed under the Regulations.


In the final analysis, the Supreme Court found that the construction plans submitted by Pearl Builders showed that it intended to construct a total covered area of 261659.26 sq.ft, of which only 2827.35 sq.ft were to be used for revolving restaurant and 3871.35 sq.ft for the mechanical room for the proposed restaurant. This worked out to only 2.6 per cent of the total proposed construction, thus defeating the object of carving out a plot for a revolving restaurant within the park area.


According to Mr Siddiqui, the court then held that the plot carved out and allotted for the construction of a revolving restaurant could only be used for these purposes and not for a high-rise commercial / residential building. He added that the CDGK or the Building Control Authority could therefore allow only the construction of a revolving restaurant on the plot allotted to Marvi Investment and purchased by Pearl Builders.


When approached by Dawn, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal commented that, “the land belongs to the people of Karachi and we’ll use it to beautify the park and ensure more fun for our people.”

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 19/06/2007)

Safety at the beach


THE prospect of the approaching monsoons might be a refreshing one, but it brings with it the seasonal warning of rough seas and high tides. Already, the first cases of drowning have been recorded as Karachi residents bathe in the sea to get some respite from the intense heat. Considering the rush of visitors — the majority of them non-swimmers — to the beach, precautionary measures should be in place to dissuade people from bathing in the rough waters. These should include rescue equipment and the presence of a sufficient number of trained divers. While there have been attempts in recent years to beef up the strength of lifeguards on the beach, besides demarcating hazardous stretches of the shore, these have clearly not been enough as indicated by the large number of deaths caused by drowning. It is not all the city government’s fault. The public, too, must be blamed for not heeding advice about their safety at the beach.


Signboards spelling out the dangers to beach-goers must be placed at several points along the coast to warn reckless bathers. Many such signs have been defaced and need a fresh coat of paint. At the same time, stretches that are generally considered safe for bathers should be marked clearly. Each year, from the months of June to August, there is a ban on bathing in the sea. Unfortunately, this is routinely flouted, leading to several incidents of drowning. Unless the government takes action against those who violate the rules, beach-goers will continue to disregard monsoon warnings, thus endangering their own lives and of those who attempt to rescue them from the raging waves. This requires a number of law-enforcement personnel to be present at particularly hazardous points, especially during weekends and holidays when the beaches are crowded, to restrain those who venture out too far.

(Dawn-7, 19/06/2007)

Islanders — the silent sufferers

KARACHI, June 25: While the residents of many islands around Karachi had an equally bitter experience of Saturday’s thunderstorm that left more than 200 dead in mainland Karachi, they were fortunate in that they did not suffer any loss of life. Baba and Bhit islands, separated by a creek, cover six-square-kilometre area near the Karachi Port Trust.


Baba, larger than Bhit, is also the most populous island located in the proximity of Karachi. It has a population of some 12,000 people whereas Bhit has around 11,000. Close to them is Shams Pir Island having a population of some 4,500 people.


Most islanders are fisherman.

“The roof of my katcha house was blown off by the thunderstorm,” said Ameer Mohammad, a resident of Baba Island where scores of houses sustained heavy damage after being struck by the storm. Similar is the situation in Bhit and Shams Pir islands where the poor fishermen families are busy rebuilding their houses, most of them having lost their roofs or walls. Some houses have been razed to the ground.


Mohammad Hussain, another resident of Baba Island, said: “We suffered the damage that directly relates to our livelihood although it is an off-season.” There are hundreds of boats anchored off the islands on account of the two-month (June-July) seasonal ban on fishing.


The Saturday storm destroyed dozens of small boats and caused at least four large ones to flip over. The fishermen’s catch lying in the boats drained away into the sea.


Ali Mohammad, a fisherman, said the islanders were expecting emergency help and assistance from the provincial and city governments but despite their hue and cry, nothing of the sort happened even two days after they underwent the tribulation. “We are quite familiar with such an attitude as we have been enduring denial of even basic facilities for decades,” he added in disgust.


UC Nazim of Baba-Bhit Mohammad Hanif said the authorities concerned had already been informed of the pathetic situation with the request for urgent help. “Besides, people have also been doing the rehabilitation work on a self-help basis,” he pointed out.

Once a tourist spot and main attraction for picnickers, Baba and Bhit islands have now lost their glory only due to the neglect on the part of the authorities, who have constantly been denying basic civic facilities to the islanders. The present city government has also many development plans for these islands but they are yet to be executed.


The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), which represents the fishing community, said the post-rain situation on about two dozen islands was not so disturbing but that prevailing on more than 200 small and large islands scattered in the limits of Thatta and Badin districts was alarming.


“There are 250 islands in Sindh having a total population of more than 50,000,” Saami Memon, a PFF leader, told Dawn. “The PFF has volunteers on almost every small or large island… they have reported heavy damage to the islanders’ property – houses, boats, belongings, etc,” he said quoting messages from Keti Bunder, Kharochhan, Shah Bunder and other areas.


Meanwhile, the government has now mobilised the law-enforcement agencies and the departments concerned to shift all those vulnerable to the cyclone that is looming large on Sindh’s coastline.

(By Hasan Mansoor, Dawn-17, 26/06/2007)

DHA, Bundal, Buddo still belong to Sindh govt

The Sindh government has declared that the entire 250-acre land leased to the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) by the Port Qasim Authority (PQA) as well as Bundal and Buddo islands are all still the property of the provincial government.


Provincial Minister for Revenue Dr Irfan Gul Magsi disclosed this in the Sindh Assembly on Wednesday during question-answer session and declared that the Sindh government has stopped the construction of a modern city started by a UAE-based company at these two islands.


The House was told in a written reply that the allotment order of about 250-acres of reclaimed land at Karachi beach was not issued to DHA as the authority did not pay the price of this land. It was also informed that the land was allotted at Rs20 per sq yard and the provincial cabinet had approved this price at its meeting held in January, 2001.


He said that the PQA had leased out this land to DHA while it was the property of the Sindh government and the PQA’s act was illegal.


Criticising the government for the allotment of seaside land at the rate of Rs20, opposition leader Nisar Khuhro offered that he was ready to pay Rs 40 per sq yard for this land. He asked why this prime land was allotted at such a cheap rate and termed this act a joke with the people of Sindh.


The House was informed that an area of 11640.25 acres at Deh Abdarabd Khadeji, Karachi, has been leased out at the rate of Rs100,000 per acre as per the decision of the cabinet in its meeting held on September 18, 2001. 


The house was also informed in a written reply that the total price of the land comes to Rs1,164,062,500, (about Rs116.4 million) while 25 per cent occupancy amount, of Rs 291,015,625 (about Rs29.1 million) has been paid to the Sindh government as a first installment. 


The house was told that this amount was paid by the DHA on December 26, 2005, while the second installment was due and a second challan has been issued for the payment of next 25 per cent amount. The house was informed that the DHA has to pay four installments by December 2010. 


Dr Magsi disclosed that seawater has intruded due to shortage of water in the River Indus and 1,337,120 (about 1.3 million) acres of land was destroyed. He said the crisis had developed after the construction of Terbela Dam. He said 6,102,312 (about 6.1 million) acres of land in Badin and 1,276,097 (about 1.2 million) acres in Thatta were destroyed due to seawater.


The minister said that an approximately 150,000 acres of land of the Board of Revenue was illegally occupied in Sindh and the government was trying to vacate this land. He said that about 100 allotments have been cancelled and 13,000 acres of land has been recovered. He said that 20 criminal cases have been registered only against Safar Channa, a Mukhtiarkar, for bogus allotments, while inquiries were also underway against many other Mukhtiarkars and officials.

(The News-13, 28/06/2007)
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