Notice issued on petition against demolition

KARACHI, Jan 3: The high court of Sindh on Wednesday issued a notice to the city government of Karachi in a petition challenging the demolition of the boundary wall of a bungalow on the Queen’s Road without any notice.


Advocate Sattar Osman Memon appearing for the petitioner submitted that the boundary wall of the bungalow raised on plot no: 1-A, measuring about 1,733 square yards and owned by the petitioner, a private company, had been demolished.
He also contended that since the bungalow was owned by the petitioner company, hence at least a notice about its partial demolition should have been served to it by the authority concerned.He submitted that perhaps the demolition was carried out for the purpose for making a service road along the Queen’s Road under a road expansion/ widening project of the CDGK.


The division bench comprising acting Chief Justice Sarmad Jalal Osmay and Justice Muhammad Ather Saeed adjourned the proceedings till January 12 and issued notices to the CDGK and other respondents.


DACOITY CASE: A single bench of the High Court of Sindh comprising Justice Syed Zawwar Hussain Jaffery on Wednesday directed the trial court to record evidence of the prosecution witness as well as of the complainant within four months and rejected the bail applications in an alleged dacoity case.

The bench dismissed the two applications moved by applicants/accused Chamman Khan and Haji Mustaqeem, a co- accused in the same case.


Advocates Lal Chand Mamtani and Jamroz Khan Afridi appearing for the applicants/accused did not press the bail applications and requested for directions for the trail court to record evidence of the complainant and PW Gulzar.


Assistant Advocate-General Agha Zafir represented the state and raised no objection to the requests.
The applicants/accused were booked by the Anti-Dacoity and Robbery Cell in a case lodged by Channesar reporting about the robbery of Rs100,000 on April 15, 2006.
Both the applicants have submitted that they were falsely implicated in the matter.

(Dawn-19, 04/01/2007)

Five killed in Karachi factory inferno

KARACHI: Five people, including three fire-fighters, were killed and nearly two dozens more were trapped on Monday in an inferno at a garment factory in the SITE area of Karachi on Monday, police said.
The central fire station said the fire erupted around 11:30am in the Union Export Private Limited Company, near Metroville. Within minutes, it engulfed the entire factory, reducing goods worth millions of rupees to ashes.


When the fire-fighters were struggling to extinguish the blaze, the roof of the three-storey building caved in. As a result, five people lost their lives, who were identified as Fire Station Officer Nazimabad, Yasir Iqbal, 35, Fire Station Officer Baldia Town, Javed Akhter, 30, and Fireman, Muhammad Naeem, 40, posted in Nazimabad and two factory employees Muhammad Saleem, 30, and Sajid Hussain, 30.
The injured were identified as Yaseen, Yousuf, Arif, Raees, Irfan, Iqbal, Aziz, Fayyaz, Shafeeq, Manzoor, Iftikhar, Sajid, Ahmed, Wajid and Haseeb. The dead and injured were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. Deceased Yasir Iqbal was the brother-in-law of Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town Nazim, Wasey Jalil.


Due to the roof collapse, at least 35 people were trapped under the rubble, of whom 15 were pulled out, but still 20 people, including firemen and factory workers, were trapped under the rubble and fire-fighters and rescue workers were trying to retrieve them.
At least 15 fire tenders took part in dousing the blaze, whereas the fire officials declared it high-risk fire. The conflagration was so intense that thick black smoke could be seen billowing from far-flung areas of the city. The officials said that the cause of the fire was electric short circuit.


The KESC and the SSGC officials immediately disconnected power and gas supply. Police and Edhi and Chippa ambulances also rushed to the spot and carried out the rescue work. As a result of the fire, vehicular traffic came to a standstill and vehicles were stuck up on nearby roads for hours. 
Salis bin Perwaiz adds: The building that crumbled due to the fire was illegal, claimed the chief fire officer. He said among those trapped under the rubble, 15 were firemen. He said they were facing difficulty in the rescue work, as the building was constructed on a hill and the platform was built far away from the spot. They have four big cranes but due to congestion the rescue work could not be carried out, he said, adding that now they were constructing an artificial ramp at the spot so that the cranes could clear the debris and retrieve the trapped people.

Around midnight, the rescue work was started as the ramp was constructed. The chief fire officer said the Army’s 5 Corps with their engineers, fire officials and town officials along with machinery have started the rescue work and started removing the rubble. 
Meanwhile, the Sindh home adviser has ordered a probe against the factory owners and their immediate arrest. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, who was in the city on Monday, condoled over the loss of lives. Captain Fazal of Rangers Sindh said that about 100 troops of Rangers were deployed and started rescue work and providing first aid.

(By Kamran Mansoor, The News-1, 16/01/2007)

Roof collapses during fire, kills 4


KARACHI: At least four people, including three firefighters, were killed after they were buried under debris from roof of a factory during a fire Monday. Firefighters rescued more then 20 people from the factory in SITE area but four firefighters are still missing. Rescue teams of the CDGK, police, and the fire brigade are searching for the missing people.
At 11:30 a.m. on Monday, a fire erupted in the stitching department of Union Textile Mills. Factory workers rushed outside the factory premises after they heard the fire alarm. They also informed the fire brigade. Firefighters reportedly reached the spot within 20 minutes. In the meantime the fire had engulfed a major part of the factory.

A spokesman for the Fire Brigade department told Daily Times that initially they sent four fire tenders but they failed to control the fire. Later they sent more fire tenders from different fire stations, including Nazimabad, Baldia, Sohrab Goth, and Keamari.


More then sixty firefighters and some factory workers were taking part in the operation when a pillar of the building fell down around 02:30 p.m. and the roof of the building collapsed before they could get out. 


More then 40 people were trapped in the debris. Most of them were firemen. After a long and difficult operation, rescue teams managed to remove four bodies and 15 injured men from the debris.


Chief Fire Officer Kazim Ali told Daily Times that more than 20 firefighters were performing their duties when the building collapsed. Four firefighters are still in the debris, he said and added that the death toll could increase after the debris is removed completely. 


The rescue operation took more time due to the lack of heavy machinery. The deceased were identified as Station Fire Officer (SFO) Baldia Javed Alam, SFO Nazimabad Yasir Iqbal, Nazimabad Fireman Mohammad Naeem and the factory's stitching department foreman Saleem Ahmed. Another body was found later during the operation. The deceased was identified as Ahmed Noor. His body, however, is yet to be removed from the debris. Noor was helping to put out the fire on the first floor when the building collapsed.


Kazim Ali said that the building was constructed illegally and didn't have proper arrangements for fire fighting. He said that the fire was not a chemical fire but spread due to the stacks of cloth in the factory. It is surprising that the building collapsed, he said and added that it could be due to the weak structure of the building. 


The fire department is facing a leadership crisis for the last six months. In October, the DCO reportedly suspended the chief fire officer over some departmental issue and the Deputy Chief Fire Officer Naeem Yousuf was assigned the charge of CFO. Yousuf recently fell sick and was hospitalized. After the suspension of the CFO, DO Fire Brigade Masood Alam was taking care of matters pertaining to the fire department. Sources said that he is abroad and the department does not have any responsible official to look after its operations. 


On Monday, Kazim Ali, the suspended CFO, was again given the charge of the department. City Nazim Mustafa Kamal called him during his visit of the affected factory and asked him to resume his duties. Those injured in the fire include Abdul Hasib, Akhter, Riaz, Wajid, Yaseen, Mohammad Saleem, Aziz, Mohammad Yousuf, Arif, Sajid Hussain, Iqbal, Irfan, Mansoor, Sahfique, and Faiz of the fire department. 


Advisor to Sindh Chief Minister for Home Wasim Akhtar also visited the affected site and ordered an inquiry into the matter.


Moreover, the CDGK has invited Army teams to help remove debris from the site. The Army has deployed two teams of two different corps. A total of 51 officials, including 31 from Engineering and 20 from the corps of Electrical and Mechanical engineering are now part of the rescue operation.

Twelve fire tenders of the CDGK, two from the KPT and two from the Navy have also been placed at the spot, along with heavy machinery brought in by the CDGK and the Army.

(Daily Times-B1, 16/01/2007)

Fighting fire at cost of their lives
KARACHI, Jan 16: Monday’s fire in a garment warehouse, which claimed lives of six firemen leaving three still trapped under the rubble, has exposed the near collapse state of the fire department service.

The fire department’s capacity is insufficient to meet the requirements of the city and the latest incident is likely to affect the morale of the already neglected fire department.


Rescue officials said three firemen Imtiazul Haq, Fareed Khan and Naseer were still trapped under the rubble. Korangi Fire Station Officer Ishtiaq Ahmed suffered critical wounds and Site Fire Station Officer Mobin suffered fractures.

It is perhaps the most under resourced department faced with manpower shortage. As put by a fireman, “The department has never been taken seriously by the authorities concerned irrespective of who is in power”.


The state of affairs can be assessed from the fact that Chief Fire Officer Kazim Ali was under suspension since November 22. The routine affairs were being looked after by the deputy chief fire officer Naeem Yousuf, who reportedly suffered a nervous breakdown and was in hospital coinciding with the Monday’s fire inferno.

The chain of command suffered the last jolt when Fire Officer Ehtesham, who had taken charge from the deputy chief, got injured in the fire fighting operation on Monday.

After assessing the situation, the city nazim had to call CFO Kazim Ali at the place of the incident and reinstated him only on verbal orders.


Unlike the army and police services, survivors of “Shaheed” firemen do not receive monthly salary and other benefits.

Instead of special insurance policy, the firemen are provided with the general group insurance policy which is compulsory for all government servants.


In case of death in line of duty, the heirs of a fireman receive an amount of Rs300,000. Jobs were earlier provided to his blood relations, but due to recent ban on jobs this practice too suffered, insiders said adding that the jobs offered to such relatives recently were contract-based.

So far 17 firemen and officers of fire brigade department have sacrificed their lives and four rendered handicapped while saving citizens since 1958.


First accidental death of a fireman was recorded in 1958 when a huge fire broke out in a fireworks factory at Bohri Bazaar. Khannan Khan, the unfortunate fireman, succumbed to the burn wounds while extinguishing the fire.


Fireman Qamaruddin lost his life while attempting to save the life of a child who got trapped in a building where a major fire had erupted at Khajoor Bazaar in 1965. But, he neither succeeded to bring out the child nor managed to save his own life as the building structure collapsed during his attempt.


Alam Khan died of suffocation while he was striving to rescue some labourers who were trapped in an oil tanker, which caught fire in 1971.


In 1985, fireman Abdul Ghaffar Khan drowned to death when he was searching the body of a drowned child in a lake.


Sub Fire Officer Muhammad Shafiq was shot dead in 1992 by some miscreants while he was busy in putting off the fire that broke in a shop near Khokhrapar Post Officer.


Fireman Waseem Shaikh died of inhalation of toxic chemicals in 1992 while controlling the fire, which broke out at a chemical godown near Ran Pathani Railway Station.


Sub Fire Officer Abdul Majeed was crushed under the front wheel of a fire tender, which had rushed to Shershah to extinguish fire in 1992.


In 1995, fireman Gulam Rasool was busy in extinguishing the fire of a truck, which was set ablaze by miscreants at Korangi 5 ½ when he received bullet wounds in a cross fire between the miscreants and police. He was taken to the hospital but succumbed to the wounds during the operation.


In 1997, Sub Fire Officer Muhammad Siddique was shot dead by unknown assailants when he was on duty at the Central Fire Station, Baba-i-Urdu Road.


In 2006, Sub Fire Officer Aqeel Ahmad and firemen Sher Ahmad and Zubair Ahmad lost their lives in Site fire tragedy.


Fire Station Officer Zafar Akhtar died in a chemical godown while struggling to put off fire last year.


This year’s first incident of fire left six firemen dead as a result of roof collapse while they were extinguishing the fire that broke out in a garment godown.


Besides, several firemen were rendered handicapped, many received burn wounds while discharging their duties following the back draft of fire and caving in of affected buildings.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-17, 17/01/2007)

4 trapped firemen feared dead: Rescue operation enters day two
KARACHI, Jan 16: Hopes of rescuing alive the four firemen trapped under the rubble of the fire-wrecked factory faded on Tuesday as a rescue operation, supervised by army men, entered its second day.


Five firemen were killed and 18 injured on Monday when a four-storey garment factory caved in after a devastating blaze in the Site area.


An injured fireman succumbed to injuries at the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital on Tuesday, taking the death toll to six.

Rescue workers say the main problem impeding the rescue operation of the trapped victims is the strewn debris comprising large boulders covering the entire accident site.


Heavy equipment such as crane-drillers and shovels are being used for removing the debris from the rear and front of the collapsed four-storey portion of the factory, but the operation is proceeding at an extremely slow pace, unable to penetrate through the debris from the collapsed ceilings of three floors where the victims still lie buried.


Ali Manzil, a fireman, told Dawn that the rescue workers had identified the four firemen trapped under the rubble as Ahmed Noor, Naseer, Fareed Khan, and Fire Officer Imtiazul Haq.

He said one of the fireman, Ghulam Ali, was also trapped with other firemen when the building caved in but, “he managed to come out of the debris and told us that the fire officer and three other firemen, who were with him when the building collapsed, were still down there.”


Fireman Shakeel said the rescue workers had managed to enter a part of the collapsed building through the rubble and they had seen the body of Ahmed Noor stuck under a pillar. “But they couldn’t get through to Noor as it was impossible to take out the body from the heavy pillar, and had to come out of the collapsed structure, without him,” he said.


Another rescue worker said the pace of the rescue operation was too slow mainly because of restricted space for moving in the rescue equipment. “It could take another 24 hours to remove the debris.”


The watchman of the factory, Raees Khan, said that he had seen an electric cable giving off sparks from the ground floor before the fire engulfed the fabric godown of the stitching department of the factory. “I along with other employees tried to extinguish the fire with fire extinguishers, but it spread rapidly,” he said.

He said as many as 22 labourers were hired to remove the material from the gutted section and some of them were believed to have been inside the godown when the building collapsed.

Station Fire Officer of the Naval Fire Service Qabil Shah said that four fire engines from the NFS were also performing the rescue service. “The collapsed building is still smouldering,” he added.


The SFO has said as many as 106 rescue workers from the NFS are involved in the rescue operation which is continuing round the clock.


An army major, who is supervising the rescue operation with his strong team, told Dawn that the main problem in the rescue operation was that there was no drawing/plans of the building’s layout available. “We are here for support since last night and have guided the rescue workers in the use of the equipment,” he added.

Nazeer Mohammed, a fireman from the Central Fire Station, appearing confounded by the situation on the ground said the buildings did not collapse due to the intensity of fire.

“I have never seen such a building collapse due to fire in my 23-years of service,” he remarked. The fireman indicated that the building most probably collapsed due to the sub-standard material used in the construction.

“I have heard people say that two of the pillars of the collapsed building were too weak, to withstand any kind of shock,” he said, adding “and since the collapsed building is too narrow, this is resulting in a great deal of problem for the rescue workers, as only one machine, whether it be a driller or shovel, can be moved in at a time.”

(By Tahir Siddiqui, Dawn-17, 17/01/2007)

Factory fire death toll rises to nine

KARACHI: Three more bodies of firemen were recovered from the rubble of the collapsed factory in SITE Area on Wednesday.  After the confirmation of their demise, the death toll has increased to nine.


According to the Central Fire Station, one fireman and at least 12 factory workers are still missing. 

The rescue team on Wednesday recovered bodies of three firemen — Station Officer Nazimabad, Imtiaz-ul-Haq, 30, Ahmed Noor, 40, of Baldia Town and Naseer Ahmed, 35, of Saddar fire station. 


According to the officials, one fireman Fareed Khan of Baldia Town and 12 factory workers are still missing. 

The fire had erupted in the stitching department of the factory in Metroville, SITE, on Monday morning. Before the arrival of the fire-fighters, the fire had engulfed a major part of the factory. More than sixty fire-fighters from the entire city and some factory workers were involved in the operation, when a pillar of the building crumbled and the roof caved in before they could get out.


More than 40 people were trapped inside the factory, including firemen. After a long and difficult operation, rescue teams managed to pull out five bodies and 15 injured men from the debris. Wajid Khan, 35, one of the rescued factory workers, died on Tuesday.


robberies: Farhan, a driver in the organisation, said that he along with the reporters of the channel were filming in Bhittai Colony near Nadi Bund when armed men came and at gunpoint snatched the movie camera, cellphones and cash from them. When they resisted, the outlaws opened fire due to which a passer-by Jehangir Lashari, 50, got killed. The robbers managed to escape with the looted booty.


INJURED: Sarwat, 37, was shot and injured by her former husband near MA Jinnah Road. The police said that Sarwat had in the past lodged an FIR against Naseer for kidnapping in the Soldier Bazar police station for which he was sent to jail. In order to take revenge, when Naseer returned from the jail, he shot and injured Sarwat and escaped. 


Paris Shafiq, 35, a contractor, received stab wounds by a factory worker, Habib-ur-Rehman, when he attacked him for terminating his service in Site town area. The police have registered a case in this regard.

(The News-2, 18/01/2007)

City dept keen to help landlord: School’s eviction ordered
KARACHI, Jan 18: The fate of hundreds of students of a school hangs in the balance following the orders of the Sindh government and the City District Education Department to the effect that the Federal English Government Boys Secondary and Primary School in Firdous Colony must vacate the school building.


The Executive District Officer, Fakhar Karim Siddiqui sent a note to the Sindh Education Secretary Sabhago Khan Jatoi for approval, who sent it back to her on Thursday with instructions that she may take action as per the direction already issued to her by a former secretary education.


Nearly eight years ago the Sindh Education Department had issued a notification to the Federal English Boys Secondary School to transfer its morning shift students over to the Government Boys Secondary School in Firdous Colony and the second shift students to the Bano Government Boys Secondary School also in Firdous Colony.


Well-placed sources in the Education Department said that the place where the school building is located has become prime land and the builders have been eyeing this valuable location for several years. The orders to vacate the building, on the initiation of its owner were first issued on Oct 10, 1998, and the District Education Officer concerned was directed to take necessary action on it immediately within 30 days. However, the DEO was unable to carry out the eviction order and on July 23, 1999, he informed the concerned authorities that he had tried to get the school building vacated but was unsuccessful because of stiff resistance put up by the school’s management and staff. The school’s resistance resulted in getting the order suspended and the Director of Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools subsequently issued an office order on August 19, 1999 according to which he had stated that the orders issued on Nov 11, 1998, should be held in abeyance.

The move to vacate the building was again initiated in 2003, but the school authorities managed to stop it again and the building was not vacated. The defunct owner of the school building again moved an application to the District Coordination Officer of the City Government sometime later, requesting to shift the students from the building and asking for the possession of the building.

Following the latest application from the building’s owner, the Sindh Education Department is taking a keen interest in the case and has issued two letters – on August 9, 2006 and on September 22, 2006 – directing the concerned authorities to get the building vacated and hand over vacant possession to the owner. Subsequently, the file regarding the shifting of the students to other school buildings moved swiftly and the orders to vacate the building were issued in nine days from January 9 to January 18 this year.


The latest reports are, the city government’s present EDO Education has sought approval from the Sindh Secretary Education asking necessary action be taken on the directives issued by a former Education Secretary.

Sources said the nationalised schools were given to community-based organizations in the private sector under a government’s policy. These community based organisations were bound to run these schools effectively and to bring improvement in the education standard of those schools. No school building was ever vacated. One wonders why the city education department is so keen.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 19/01/2007)

Evicting poor no solution to housing issues

KARACHI: Housing issues can be resolved through other reasonable ways rather than evicting the poor with no compensation at all. 


This was said by Father Jorge Anzorena, who delivered an exclusive lecture on the scenario of housing in various countries, here at the Urban Resource Centre (URC), in connection with his annual trip to Pakistan. 
“In any country, public’s effort is workable if they come together in times of eviction,” he said. Father Jorge is the founder of Asian Coalition for Housing Rights (ACHR), a regional network of grassroots’ community organisations, NGOs and professionals actively involved with urban poor development processes in the Asian cities. 


For the past many years, he has been spending time traveling throughout Asia and has been visiting Pakistan since late 70s. He visits different countries of the world and observes how poor strive to live. 


Father Jorge, who hails from Argentina, has a PhD in architecture. Father said that he hadn’t come with any specific solutions for Karachi though, but he wanted to share the possible ways in which the problems of housing are resolved in other countries. 


He gave his presentations on free housing for squatters in Mumbai as well as on how people solved their unemployment problems in Argentina when they had to face the crisis. He revealed how thousands of families in Mumbai, who lived next to the railway tracks and drains, were evicted by their government, in order to broader the roads and build more tracks to meet the requirement of the increasing number of travellers. 


Previously, the government decided to evict the families without any compensation but the squatters didn’t allow them to do so. “They strongly protested against the decision, sat on the railway lines and showed their disapproval that later on forced the government to find the other way out,” he revealed. 


The government asked the contractors to build free housing for squatters on Transfer Development Rights (TDR) against more expensive land in other parts of the city. In this way, the contractors could invest in the offered land and earn profit out of them. Eighteen thousand families were reallocated in just 4, 5 months. 


The contractors built 8,000 units and each family received a house of 225sq.ft and 80-90 families were accommodated in each building. “Housing was provided free of cost, but the maintenance and repair work was their own responsibility. So an alliance comprised of thousands of women, Mahila Milan carried out a survey on the Katchi Abadis and motivated the women to save money. 


Another positive thing that happened was that the contractors trained many of the squatters who then worked as sub-contractors. The contractors just made the main structure, whereas those squatters who worked as sub-contractors did all the minor work. 


Unemployment also decreased in this way, providing the poor squatters training and then employment. Later on, the trained squatters were also made to build public toilets in Katchi Abadis. 


The NGOs associated with Katchi Abadis helped in the process of relocation of thousands of families. First of all, those NGOs carried out survey, collected data and forwarded that to the government on which the government allocated houses to the poor squatters. Each family was given its identity card afterwards. The families - especially houses wives - were motivated towards saving as the maintenance had to be done on their own. 


To check the correct utilization of the houses, each building was then provided with a cooperative who was supposed to keep check over all the aspects including the maintenance of electricity and water. The cooperative was elected by the members themselves.

(The News-2, 23/01/2007)

SPLA slates demolition of schools

KARACHI: The Sindh Professors and Lecturers’ Association (SPLA) has welcomed the step taken by Fazlur Rehman, Chief Secretary of Sindh, to curb the practice of handing over the government property to the private sector and the demolishing of schools.


Prof Riaz Ahsan, Prof Manzoor Hussain Chishti, Prof Mirza Athar Hussain and Prof Iftikhar Muhammad Azmi, in a joint statement, criticised the Sindh Department of Education, Sindh Education minister and officials whose actions go against the interest of the students and education. 

All community, missionary and welfare schools were allowed to be returned to the people who owned them before they were nationalised in 1972.


The most recent case where a school building in Firdous Colony was handed over to a builder to construct a plaza was highly deplorable.


The professors requested the Chief Justice of the Sindh High Court and chief secretary of Sindh to investigate the matter and punish those who were disrupting the education of students.

(The News-3, 24/01/2007)

Who gains from school building’s demolition
KARACHI, Jan 23: The Education Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has failed to produce the relevant court order pertaining to the evacuation of the school premises in Firdous Colony, that had housed two shifts of secondary and primary schools where almost one thousand students were enrolled.


The CDGK Education Department officials remained tight-lipped on Tuesday and refused to produce a copy of the court order on the basis of which the two shifts of the Federal English Boys Secondary School, and the primary school, were vacated abruptly not even taking into consideration the fact that the examination are to be held in April, May.


The officials said the file about the relevant school was moved from one office to the other and the orders implemented at break-neck speed on the instructions of high-ups in the provincial government.


Requesting anonymity they said they feared being transferred, suspension from duty, even losing their jobs if they uttered anything about the shifting of this school.


Other sources in the education department said the order for shifting and vacating the school building was issued in 1998, and had lost its validity.


According to rules a new summary should have been moved after a case is again referred to a department, in this case, the Sindh Education Department, which was supposed to give its opinion whether the school could legally be handed over to the owner and what were the legal hitches.

All these prescribed measures and official requirements have been bypassed and the hasty decision taken to hand over the school building to the owner, the sources said.


The Sindh Education Department had issued a notification in 1998 which was implemented in January 2007 about shifting the students of Federal English Boys Secondary School (morning) to the Government Boys Secondary School in Mureed Goth, Firdous Colony and the second shift of the Federal English Boys Secondary School to Mumtaz Government Boys Secondary School in Firdous Colony.

The students of Federal Government Boys Primary School morning and afternoon were adjusted in Ziaul Uloom Government Boys Primary School in Firdous Colony.


The Mumtaz Government Boys Secondary School building is dilapidated and can not accomodate the students already enrolled. It would be difficult to find room for the additional students.


Some Sindh Education Department officials, also requesting anonymity, said they were not aware about any court order about the school premises in question.


They said the plot of the school was allotted to Irshad Waheed in 1952, whose name was on the papers. After his death, the owner changed and the plot was transferred to Abdul Qadir son of Haji Usman in 2000. Meanwhile, the Sindh Professors & Lecturers’ Association have also expressed concern over the demolition of the school building and its handing over to a private individual.


However, they appreciated the Sindh Chief Secretary for taking notice of the situation.


In a joint statement issued on Tuesday, Professors Syed Riaz Ahsan, Manzoor Hussain Chishtie, Mirza Athar Hussain, and Iftikhar Mohammad Azmi, said their association had frequently pointed out anti-education acts in the past.


Referring to rules, they said private educational institutions were nationalised in 1972 under martial law regulations and the 1973 Constitution provided it protection.


Later the Eighth Amendment in the constitution, gave permission to hand over public sector schools to those welfare, community based organisations or missionary institutions, who had previously run such schools and they were bound to use the premises to run only schools.


The educationists were of the opinion that handing over the school in Firdous Colony to a private individual to use the land to construct a commercial edifice was a blatant violation of the constitution.

They demanded of the chief justice of the Sindh High court and the Sindh chief secretary to constitute an inquiry into the matter.


They also demanded immediate measures to save the academic year of the displaced students.


In another statement, Pasban Karachi also expressed serious concern over the shifting of the four schools housed in the building in Firdous Colony and the premises handed over to a private individual.


The Pasban leaders criticised the anti-education policies of the government and demanded of the Sindh Governor Ishratul Ibad, Sindh Chief Minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim and Sindh Chief Secretary to institute a probe and stern action against those involved in playing with the future of students.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 24/01/2007)

School demolition: inquiry ordered
KARACHI, Jan 24: Sindh Education Minister Dr Hamida Khuhro taking notice of the demolition of a school building in Firdous Colony has ordered an inquiry into the matter to be completed in a week.

A communiqué issued by the Sindh Information Department on Wednesday said the education minister expressed concern over the media reports about the school building and said the educational institutions were the nation’s valuable asset. She stated that a stern action would be taken according to law against those involved in this matter.

She directed Sindh Education Secretary Sabhago Khan Jatoi to initiate an inquiry into the demolition of Federal English Government Boys Secondary School in Firdous Colony and submit the report to her within a week.


However, education department officials said she did not issue the orders to conduct an inquiry into the process of handing over the possession of school building to a private individual. She directed the secretary education to conduct the inquiry, who had given approval to hand over the school’s premises to a private individual on the basis of the orders of a former secretary education, they said adding that by issuing the orders, he himself became a party to this matter.


Students and their parents, who visited the school on Wednesday afternoon, said the demolition of the school building continued unabated and it had not been stopped by the authorities.


The city government education department implemented the orders to vacate the school building and hand it over to a private individual following the approval given by the Sindh Education Department. EDO Mrs Fakhar Karim Siddiqui had sent a note to the education secretary for approval, who sent her back the note with instructions that she could take action as per direction already issued to her by the former secretary education.


Following strong criticism from different quarters over the decision to vacate the school building, the city government education department and City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said the department had acted upon a court’s decision. However, the education department failed to produce the relevant court order about evacuation of the school premises.

(Dawn-17, 25/01/2007)

Demolished school

No let-up in students’ sufferings

KARACHI: The sufferings of the students of Federal Boys Government School, Firdous Colony, continue as the alternative school provided to them is in shambles and utterly unfit and unprepared to provide them teaching facilities.

The officials from the Department of Education had said that the students will be accommodated in other schools to allow them to pursue the academic activities without any delay. This hardly seems the case.


A visit to Mumtaz Secondary School, Murid Goth at Firdous Colony was a nasty surprise that turned into disgust. The school is reached after wandering in the narrow lanes, negotiating filth, garbage dumps and broken roads inundated with sewage. The school itself was in shambles.

The morning shift is supposed to accommodate 250 students, 25 teachers and five non-teaching staff in two class rooms. The afternoon shift will have 80 students.


Teachers of the school were simply perplexed at the scenario where so many students were to be housed in such a cramped space. The rooms were not fit for teaching as they were small, plasters peeling from the walls and even spider webs hanging from the ceiling could be seen. The staff room was also in dark and very dirty. The files and other things from the demolished school were piled in the two rooms.


The lady teachers were trying desperately to bring some semblance of sanity and order in the rooms but all their efforts went in vain as the rooms needed a complete renovation.


A teacher confided that the students of the demolished school were supposed to be placed in Haji Murid Goth School but Haji Murid, who owns all the land in the Goth refused saying the school was for the girls. This school is more spacious and has an outer wall that covers the school grounds.


Some students from the demolished school were originally destined to go to Allama Iqbal School, Federal B Area, in the morning shift while the students of the afternoon shift had to join Durrani School in North Nazimabad. But some unknown wrangling between the officials of the Education Department and the schools concerned resulted in a complete failure.


The officials in the meantime continue to make unfulfilled promises or keeping mum. Mumtaz School was without water supply for nearly a week and the stinking bathrooms were not fit for use. It is a never-ending nightmare to the students, parents and teachers of the Federal Boys School who are dismayed and feel deserted by the callous attitude of the education department.


A teacher from Mumtaz School said that they were told to be ‘Ansars’ to help the ‘Muhajireens’ (alluding to the migration from Makkah to Madinah) in order to help the students and teacher from the demolished school. “We are ready to do that with the meagre facilities available with us. But the problem is that we, probably, are even poorer and ill-equipped compared to the ‘Ansars’ of Madinah”, said a senior teacher with anguish in her voice.

(By Perwez Abdullah, The News-2, 26/01/2007)

Illegal construction

RECENTLY the Supreme Court ordered action against a number of builders involved in unlawful activities in blocks II and III of Karachi’s PECHS.

Through these columns I want to draw the attention of the apex court that nowadays the enclave of Bath Island, an area not very long ago a posh and peaceful abode of middle class community, mostly government employees and the Parsi community, has also become haven for the builder mafias’ insatiable lust for making stupendous profit, be that at the cost of destroying age-old civic amenities.

The recent rise in real estate prices has attracted many unscrupulous builders to this locality. They are offering hefty prices for the old bungalows owned by the Parsi community and converting it into multistoreyed flats.


Initially, they obtain permission from the Karachi Building Control Authority for constructing ground plus three floors but later on raise the same up to nine stories. They subsequently get the illegal construction regularised by paying a nominal penalty fixed by the KBCA and make millions of extra profit as the cost of a three-bedroom flat in this area ranges from Rs12 million to Rs15 million.


Now the emergence of flat complexes has caused serious damage not only to civic amenities such as electricity, water, sewerage, gas and roads, mostly maintained at the level of 1947, meant for much less population, but will now become a source of creating serious problem, i.e., law and order.


It is for the reason that the builders are constructing huge structures of steel and iron illegally, giving scant regard to privacy, aesthetics and passage of air and sunlight of the old residents living in the vicinity. Besides, even now the traffic congestion has reached its peak and with extra vehicles after developing more complexes the lives of residents will become extremely perilous.


I request the chief justice of Pakistan to take suo motu notice of the grave situation and save the residents of the Bath Island from mental and physical torture by ordering immediate action against illegal construction as has been done in the case of the PECHS. The KBCA may also be directed not to circumvent the provisions of building laws to legalise illegal constructions beyond the limit allowed, as the discretion of the authority is given to them to use sparingly, in exceptional circumstances.

A BATH ISLAND RESIDENT, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 27/01/2007)
FEBRUARY

Uncertainty continues to mark demolished school case

KARACHI: The uncertainty and chaos surrounding the Mumtaz Government Boys’ Secondary School, Firdous Colony, continued on Thursday. The headmistress and some teachers of the now demolished Federal English Government Boys Secondary School, Nazimabad, created problems in the normal functioning of the school.


Fakhar Karim Siddiqui, the EDO (Education) had explained in her letter to Muhammad Iqbal Ahmed, DO (Education), that the students of the demolished school were to be adjusted in the two shifts of the host school and the teachers were to join Allama Iqbal School in FB Area. This decision was not accepted by the headmistress of the demolished school, Shahjehan, who wanted to stay there and occupied the upper floor of the school. Mumtaz School has seven rooms and Shahjehan wanted at least five rooms to teach her students. She is said to have acted in an aggressive way and reportedly incited the students to demand of the education authorities to keep their teachers at Mumtaz School.


Surayya Yousufi, the soft-spoken headmistress of Mumtaz School, protested against the highhandedness of the Federal School saying it was OK with them to teach the students and there was no need for the teachers to stay there. They should be accommodated at the Allama Iqbal School. The stand by Surayya Yousufi was appreciated by all teachers, including many teachers from the Federal School, but Ms. Shahjehan insisted upon staying there. The students of the Federal School were asked to write the name of their school and they did it gleefully, chalking the school walls. 


The Mumtaz School administration sent a letter to the EDO (Education) apprising her of non-compliance of her order dated January 24, 2007. The EDO (Education) sent Muhammad Iqbal, DO (Education) to the school on Thursday ordering a quick action to settle the matter without further delay. It was sheer coincidence that a reporter from this newspaper arrived at the school when Shahjehan and her teachers had surrounded the DO and were dissuading him from taking any action. The DO was adamant that he would not allow further deterioration in the discipline of the school. After some arguing, imploring and shouting, the Federal School headmistress walked out of the school with her teachers. While Shahjehan was haggling with the DO, students from both the Federal and Mumtaz School continued to be silent spectators to the imbroglio. The staff of Mumtaz School heaved a sigh of relief and announced that now they were ready to teach and bring some discipline among the students.


The DO told the News that he was ashamed that headmistresses and teachers could stoop to such a level of rowdy behaviour and apathy to the plight of the suffering students. He said that the education department had found a donor who was going to build two rooms and some other infrastructure of the school. 


However, the volatile school situation had caused him to back down from the earlier agreed construction proposal. 


Some senior teachers from both the schools alleged that Shahjehan and two other teachers were running a coaching centre in Firdous Colony, in the vicinity of the school, which was the core reason they were resisting their relocation in FB Area. However, this contention could not be substantiated. In addition, Shahjehan resided near Nazimabad Chowrangi. 


The teachers of Mumtaz School began the orientation classes for students soon after the departure of the Federal School teachers of the morning shift. The Noon shift will accommodate the students of class VI-X of the Federal School with their teachers and there was no bone of contention in that shift as Mumtaz School students were taught in the morning shift only.


Meanwhile, Mumtaz School lacks the funds for water and electricity charges. The washrooms have no door padlocks and a lady teacher had to stand guard outside while her colleague uses it. 

 senior teacher of Mumtaz School informed the News that more free books were required after the increase in the number of students and they had requested the education authorities to supply more books.

(By Perwez Abdullah, The News-2, 02/02/2007)

Encroachments near railway crossing razed

KARACHI: The Shah Faisal Town administration on Monday carried out an anti-encroachment operation at the railway crossing in Union Council No 1 and removed all illegal constructions at the government land.


On the directives of Town Nazim Mohammad Imran, the Anti-Encroachment Department staff along with Pakistan Railway and local police reached the site and removed all the encroachments. Town Naib Nazim Ali Akber, Town Municipal Officer Syed Barkaat Ahmed Rizvi, Incharge PR Police Drigh Road Station Irshad Baig and other town officials were also present on the occasion.


Speaking on the occasion, the Town Nazim said that encroachments on government lands would not be tolerated at any cost and stern action would be taken against illegal occupants after consultation with the people of the area. He asked the local residents to raise voice against the illegal occupants and extend cooperation to the town administration in this regard.

(The News-3, 06/02/2007)

Protest against Goth demolition
KARACHI, Feb 6: Speakers at a demonstration on Tuesday condemned the town administration for first burning and then demolishing the Umer Jogi Goth in Gulshan-i-Iqbal and demanded stern action against the officials involved in the act.


They were speaking at the demonstration organised by the Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party at the University Road against the burning and demolition of the old village. They demanded that the poor villagers whose houses had been demolished be given compensation.


They said that the villagers had a tough time in saving their women and children as the fire, set on by demolishers, suddenly engulfed the village and they had to run for their lives owing to which they failed to save their belongings.

They said that an ethnic organisation was using the town and city administrations to take action against the native population and was systematically demolishing their centuries old villages.


The STPP leaders Ijaz Samitio, Sattar Abro and others spoke at the demonstration participated by a large number of villagers whose homes had been demolished. They were chanting slogans against the town administration and police officials.

(Dawn-18, 07/02/2007)

Encroachments on Burns Road

KARACHI: The encroachments removed from pavements in Burns Road a month back by the Saddar Town Administration, have re-emerged. 


Fruit vendors and other shopkeepers were directed to remove the articles from the footpaths and roadside for the convenience of general public. In a small operation after the warning, encroachments were removed and encroachers retreated to the premises of shops owned by them. 


However, only after a month or so, the encroachers are back occupying all the footpaths and roadsides leaving a narrow passage. 

This renders children going or coming back from school at risk, besides causing inconvenience to women and elderly. 


The removal of encroachments was a welcome step, but the vigil against re-emergence was more necessary, said an elderly woman. “These shopkeepers have ample space and could do their business within their own premises,” said another senior citizen pointing out that lanes were cleared from encroachments recently. 

He appealed to the concerned town administration to keep a constant check and ensure that encroachments removed do not re-emerge.

(The News-3, 11/02/2007)

Drigh Road Bridge may be demolished


 KARACHI: The city government has decided in principle to demolish a portion of the Drigh Road Bridge, which links Sharea Faisal with Rashid Minhas Road. Informed sources told The News that in his speech on Friday President Musharraf indicated that the bridge had technical flaws, after which the Works and Services Department of the CDGK has decided to hire a consultant. It may be noted that a railway track is running along the bridge ramp and the bridge could not be seen at night, which often result in major accidents when people cross the railway track to ascend the bridge. The bridge was constructed in 1995. The Works and Services Department is awaiting green light from city Nazim to kick-start work on the modified bridge.

(The News-3, 11/02/2007)

Sabzazar saved?

The complaint of the people of Sabzazar has been heard. Chaudhary Pervaiz Elahi has announced the removal of the illegal cattle market operating in the residential area of Sabzazar in Lahore. Not only that, the chief minister has also announced the phased removal of the nearby slaughterhouse and promised the construction of a new road which would provide residents of the area better access to the Multan and Bund Roads, as well as the nearby Motorway bypass.


The people of Sabzazar have spent the last decade crying themselves hoarse in an attempt to catch the attention of anyone in government in a position to help them. They have been ignored, humiliated and mocked. Many suffer from ailments directly attributable to the nuisance and pollution of the cattle market and nearby cattle market. Some have even died. But they have never lost hope. They are an example of how the system works. By remaining steadfast and resolute and by gradually developing a network of contacts, the simple fact of their perseverance led to someone high up enough in the government taking notice and convincing someone even higher to take action. But they are an example of how civic sense should work. They are a lesson to cynics and armchair activists everywhere that interface and interaction with the government is not only possible, it is effective.


The chief minister made these announcements at a public rally held in Sabzazar last Sunday. I was invited to the jalsa — my first, incidentally — by a bemused resident of the area. He had been told that the chief minister would be announcing the removal of the cattle market and slaughterhouse. While it’s true that this wasn’t the first time the people of Sabzazar had been made an un-kept promise, it was the first time someone as powerful as the chief minister was going to make it on the record. The sound of my host’s voice over the telephone betrayed a hint of scepticism. He shouldn’t be blamed for it.


At the jalsa the next morning, I met an excited Sardar Kamil Umar, the town nazim of Allam Iqbal Town. Nazim Sardar Kamil and his local government administration are responsible for administering things like cattle markets and slaughterhouses. He informed me that he had spoken to the chief minister, who had assured him that the cattle market would be removed within a month, but that the slaughterhouse would be removed in phases on account of the logistics and costs involved in such an operation. He also told me that that he had earmarked Rs30,000,000 from his town’s development fund for this purpose, in the hope it would be matched by grants from the provincial or even federal government (private donations, I am sure, will also be welcome). He also told me of the opposition he had to face while in convincing the town council to approve the earmark.


The chief minister, the town nazim, and residents Saeed Aasi and Ahmed Javed Jillani all merit respect for their efforts. Acknowledging and taking note of the complaints of urban residents in this manner is a step towards developing local government institutions. Since the majority of Pakistan will live in urban areas within the end of the next decade, the strength of these local government institutions and their understanding of modern urban planning strategies will be key factors in the quality of our future. 


But there was something I heard Sardar Kamil Umar say which blew some scepticism into my eyes, being as they were wide open in amazement of what I was hearing and seeing. The town nazim said something to the effect that, had he not been an environmentalist, there wouldn’t have been any way to convince him to sanction the Rs30,000,000 for the removal of the slaughterhouse. Allow me to explain.


The Cheonggyecheon stream in south Seoul was converted into a drain and covered over to make room for increased traffic loads way back in the 1960s. When the six-lane highway failed to stem the growing traffic menace, it was decided to build a four-lane overhead highway over the original. Of course, the smoke and noise from passing vehicles has made the area unsuitable for residential accommodation. There has been also a 24 per cent decrease in the number of businesses in the area over the decade. The resulting environment was a classic example of how poor traffic management results in urban blight.


It wasn’t until the end of last century, when the local administration realised that it would be impossible to fund repair and maintenance work on the highway structure, the local administration in Seoul took the revolutionary step of changing their policy paradigm from development to the environment. 


As of last year, the Cheonggyecheon stream has been widened and now flows with clean water. The surrounding areas have been greened and pedestrianised. The air is clean. Crime is down. Property prices in the area are up (an appreciation due to an increase in the attractiveness of the land, not on account of commercialisation). Already, the newly executed scheme has led to a shift in the downtown area, and new business and investment is flowing into the area. The local administration spent $ 900 million in executing this scheme, but expect to earn as much as $ 1.5 billion in returns and increased tax revenues.


It is time that our governments realised the importance of changing their development policy paradigm. All too often, development schemes are executed for the sake of nothing but the name of development. No thought is given to the propriety of these schemes. The plan to develop the two islands off the coast of Karachi is a case in point. The federal government’s argument in support of the development is that it will create jobs and housing. This is not true, as the jobs will be temporary and the housing only for the rich. What is true is that the government’s interest in the land — that is, once it is determined who actually owns the two islands — will make it a tidy sum as well. But the business of government should not be business. It should be governance.

Shifting policy paradigms means development schemes should be executed only when propriety (a less loaded phrase than “environment”) requires them. This must be done by looking beyond the word development. Indeed, one must keep in mind that a clean environment is more than just planting trees. It can mean an increase in earnings for the poor. Take for example, a man who spends half his earnings on medicine for himself and his family on account of the ailments resulting from a poor environment. Clean air and water can mean his earnings need not be diverted into buying medicine. If the Allama Iqbal town council had changed their policy paradigm to environment earlier, the decision to move the Sabzazar cattle market would have been taken years ago. And while the chief minister’s announcement has created much excitement amongst the residents of the area, urban Pakistanis everywhere still face blight in the name of development.

(By Ahmed Rafey Alam, The News-6, 12/02/2007)

School demolition matter hushed up
KARACHI, Feb 12: An inquiry conducted into the demolition of a school building in Firdous Colony was allegedly pushed under the rug, sources in Sindh Education Department told Dawn on Monday.


About 1,000 students studying in four schools, which were run on the premises of Federal English Boys Secondary School in Firdous Colony, have been facing difficulties in getting proper accommodation in alternative school buildings, where they have been shifted on the orders of the city government education department.


The parents and students, who have lodged several protests over the injustice done to them, feared that the affected pupils could lose their academic year if they were not given proper attention. The parents claimed that their children did not get suitable accommodation where they had been shifted and they could not get classes properly.


Sindh Education Minister Dr Hamida Khuhro had ordered an inquiry into the demolition of school building at Firdous Colony on January 24. Sindh Education Secretary Sabhago Khan Jatoi was appointed as inquiry officer.


The inquiry report submitted to the office of the education minister did not point out those responsible of handing over the possession of school building in violation of rules but contained the references of letters and orders passed some eight years back about the handing over of the school building to a private individual.


Sources claimed that the nationalized schools were given under government’s policy to community-based organisations, which were bound to run those schools and bring improvement in education standard. They said the builders’ mafia wanted to construct a multi-storey building on the school premises as the land, where the school was located, was worth millions of rupees.


The sources said the education minister had directed the secretary education to conduct the inquiry, who had given approval on the basis of the orders of a former secretary education to hand over the school’s premises to a private individual. By issuing the orders, they said, he himself became a party to this matter and was unable to conduct an impartial inquiry. The inquiry report was filed and the matter was hushed up, sources claimed.


The city education department had earlier claimed that the school building was handed over to a private individual on a court order but it miserably failed to produce the copy of the court order.


The schools were got vacated abruptly without taking into consideration that the examination were going to be held in April-May. The file about the relevant school was moved from one office to another and the orders were implemented hastily only on the instructions of high-ups in the provincial government, the sources claimed.


The plot of the school was actually allotted to Irshad Waheed in 1952, whose name was on papers. Following his death, the owner had been changed and the plot was transferred to Abdul Qadir, son of Haji Usman, in the year 2000. How it became possible, only the relevant authorities could answer, the sources added.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 13/02/2007)

Protest against demolition plan

KARACHI, Feb 16: Speakers at a protest demo on Friday condemning the government’s plan to demolish the mosques and madressah under the garb of constructing the Lyari Expressway warned that if the government did not refrain from its nefarious designs people would resist with force.


Speaking at the demonstration organized by the Tahafuz-i-Masajid Ahle Sunnat Action Committee at the Press Club, Maulana Qazi Ahmad Noorani, Maulana Abdul Jabbar Naqshbandi, Allama Muzaffar Hussain Shah and others said under a pre-planned conspiracy the city was being pushed towards secularism, which would not be allowed.


They asked the government to take stern action against those trying to violate the sanctity of Jamia Masjid Ahmad Raza, Jamia Masjid Qadria and Mazar of Pir Kifayat Ali Shah. If no action was taken, they warned the area residents would take direct action.

The action committee had observed the protest day against the demolition of mosques.

(Dawn-18, 17/02/2007)

Encroachments along LEW to be removed

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad has asked officials of city government to take measures for removal of illegal encroachments, which were causing hurdles in completion of Lyari Expressway (LEW). He was addressing a meeting held regarding LEW project at Governor’s House on Friday. Federal Minister for Communications, Shamim Siddiqui, was also present. Ebad directed CDGK officials to immediately remove illegal encroachments which were causing delay in completion of the project. He assured necessary help of law enforcement agencies for the said purpose.

(The News-3, 17/02/2007)

Demolition of school

THE news item under the heading ‘School demolition matter hushed up’ (Karachi Metropolitan, Feb 13) has shocked me and many other concerned citizens.


One thousand children are roaming around the city and knocking at the doors of various schools, many have dropped out for good.


This barbarous act has destroyed the future aspirations of innocent children. What will happen to these children in future is not difficult to guess, street crimes or the poverty cycle cannot be ruled out.


Do we need another Islamabad mosque and madressah scenario to be repeated before the authorities take note of this heinous crime?


More shocking is that neither the Jamaat nor Altaf Bhai has taken notice of the incident. Above all, even Mr Cowasjee, who always champions the cause of the poor to save them from the land mafia, did not write on the issue.

In this state of helplessness, our only hope is the chief justice of the Sindh High Court.

Therefore, I appeal to his lordship to take suo motu action as a further 25 such schools are reported to be on the list of the land mafia.

A. MAJEED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 25/02/2007)
Shop gutted

KARACHI: A fire broke out at a super general store in Bahadurabad on Monday, causing loss of million of rupees. According to Central Fire Station a major fire broke at about 6:00 am in Khalid Super General Store situated in Bahadurabad police jurisdiction and within minutes it spread to other parts of the store reducing valuables and goods worth million of rupees to ashes.At least five fire engines of the KMC rushed to the scene early in the morning and faced hardships in extinguishing the fire due to closure of the shop. Leaping flames and thick black smoke could be seen in the area. The cause of the fire could not been ascertain.

(The News-2, 27/02/2007)

MARCH

MMA slates govt for demolition of mosques, shrines

KARACHI: The Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) has castigated the government move to demolish properly leased houses, mosques, and shrines in the centre of the city after unduly altering the maps of the under-construction Lyari Expressway (LEW). 


Speaking at a press conference on Wednesday, MMA member of the National Assembly Muhammad Hussain Mahanti, along with other leaders of the religious alliance and affected residents of the LEW, announced observance of a day of protest on March 2 (Friday) against undue demolitions for constructing and paving the way for the Lyari Expressway. 


They said that maps and designs of the LEW had been repeatedly altered in order to potentially damage the housing interests of middle and low-income citizens and hurt the religious sentiments of Karachiites. 

They said that a large number of families and residents of the centrally located PIB Colony were being forcibly evicted from their houses in order to achieve last-minute and undue expansion in the proposed design and plan of the LEW. 


They said that recurring and undue alterations and expansion in the designs and maps of LEW had been causing unrest and anxiety among residents of many localities who had been dwelling in the city for the past many decades. 

They said that not only had the well-settled residents of PIB Colony been served eviction notices but the city-government authorities had been preparing to demolish the Ahmed Raza Khan and Qadri mosques and the shrine of Kifayatullah Shah in the city in order to bring about undue expansion of the LEW. 


They demanded of the government to provide utmost protection to the old settlements and localities inhabited by middle- and low-income groups. They said that if the demolition of well-settled houses and settlements was unavoidable then the affected and evicted residents should be paid compensation at the prevailing market rates.

(The News-2, 01/03/2007)

Encroachments the root cause of traffic jams at Quaidabad

KARACHI: “Even the president can’t remove these encroachments and stop these buses from making stopovers in the middle of the road,” say commuters travelling through the Quaidabad intersection, who suffer from traffic congestion on a daily basis. More often than not, the hours-long traffic jams are caused not only by ongoing construction work on the Quaidabad flyover but also by the huge number of push carts that have encroached upon an entire lane on either side of the flyover.


Making matters worse for the affected commuters is the fact that there is no alternative route available to avoid the constant traffic gridlocks at this spot. Things have gotten worse since construction on the Quaidabad flyover began, which meant that more than two lanes, on either side of the road, have been taken-up to facilitate the construction work. Meanwhile, using the remaining two present a complete nuisance for all kinds of commuters. 


Of the remaining two lanes, one has been encroached upon by push carts and other assorted vendors for years while the other, which by default is the only option left for commuters, also remains congested due to the perpetual mid-road stopovers made by intra-city and intercity buses. Moreover, if it’s not the push carts or buses, it is other cars parked randomly beside these pushcarts, which serves to exacerbate the congestion problem for moving vehicles.


“I pay Rs30 to the area police station everyday,” said one of the push-cart owners, who asked not to be named. When asked if he was the only one who pays, he answered, “There are nearly 150 to 200 push carts and other stalls and every one of them has to pay.” He alleged that, “They would not even allow their own father to do anything without taking extortion money, let alone poor vendors.”


In this regard, with nearly 150, or, in fact, even more, push carts each paying extortion money worth a minimum of Rs30 per day, the total money collected every month easily goes past Rs100,000. Keeping this in mind, it can perhaps be understood why these encroachments are not, or cannot be, removed.


So bad are the traffic problems here that it would not be an exaggeration to state that a first-time commuter through this intersection would never wish to use it again. However, those travelling to and from National Highway and to and from Landhi, have no choice but to undergo this torture every day.


The traffic police seem to be doing their utmost to regulate traffic, but their efforts border the futile, because they cannot stop bus drivers searching for the passengers, especially the larger intercity ones, from making stopovers. 

Furthermore, even though matters have gotten worse after construction work has recently expanded, leaving a very little space for vehicular traffic, the encroachments remain firm. “A makeshift bus stop ahead of flyover range could have been a good idea till the completion of this flyover,” said one commuter, “Since buses sandwiched between the flyover and the encroachment leave no room for the vehicular traffic to pass by smoothly.” 


The construction of Quaidabad flyover, a project undertaken under the Tameer-e-Karachi programme, was started in May 2005 at a cost of Rs220 million. The project has been financed by Pakistan Steel while M/S Rail Cop have been assigned the contract of the flyover, which is supposed to be completed by June 2007.


It does not look as if things will get any better unless and until the flyover is opened to vehicular traffic. Therefore, one can only look towards the timely completion of this project for any hope for improvement, which apparently looks very unlikely.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 06/03/2007)

PCS asks SHC to stop Webb Ground encroachment

KARACHI, March 5: A non-government organisation the Pakistan Civic Society has appealed to the Chief justice of Sindh High Court to take suo motu notice of illegal occupation of Webb playground located in Lines area. The PCS said the law forbids conversion an amenity plot for any other puropose.


Makro Habib Pakistan Ltd is raising a commercial complex on the Webb ground plot located on Survey no.148/1, Mubarak Shaheed Road, Tunisia Lines, Karachi measuring about 5 acres.


The society said the occupation of open spaces in Karachi was nothing but abuse of authority. In the case of Webb ground, they complained the environment was changed arbitrarily.

The society said it supported the demand of Lines area residents and NGOs for the restoration of original status of the ground to allow youth access to healthy sport activities.


The PCS pointed out that Lines area has a population of more than 250,000 and Webb ground was the only playfield for people of the entire locality. The ground is shown in the master plan of Lines Area Redevelopment Project and was transferred to the then KDA on payment of Rs300 million to the defence authorities.

(Dawn-19, 06/03/2007)

Rangers asked to vacate health centre
KARACHI, March 8: Sindh Minister for Health Syed Sardar Ahmed on Thursday asked the Rangers personnel to vacate the Urban Health Centre, Orangi Town, to facilitate normal functioning of the institution.


He issued the directive during his visit various government-run health facilities in Orangi Town, including the UHC. In-charge of the centre and some public representatives informed the minister that about 28-30 Rangers personnel had been staying in the UHC, occupying the first floor of the three-storey building, for many years. Due to the situation, they maintained, patients had been facing many problems. Due to the occupation, no ward at the centre was being maintained whereas only the OPD facility was being offered to patients, observed a member of the minister’s team.


The minister asked the Rangers officers about the matter and one of them told him that they had to stay on as no alternative place had been made available to them.


The minister assured the officers that they would be provided some other suitable place, and asked them to vacate the building.


Earlier, at Qatar Hospital, Syed Sardar Ahmad announced that admissions to the Nursing School, established within the hospital, would be opened in August. He also declared that the female nursing students would be granted a monthly stipend of Rs2,500 each.

MPA Syed Abdul Qudoos informed the minister that majority of the Orangi population was poor and the hospital served a very big number of patients. As such, he maintained, more funds should be allocated to the hospital.


After presentation by senior hospital officials, the minister said that arrangements would be made soon for the appointment of a neuro surgeon for the hospital.


At the Orangi Maternity Home, the only lady doctor available there informed the minister that the health unit was facing shortage of staff and medicines, besides electricity and water. The minister held out assurance that necessary steps would be taken to improve the facilities at all health care units in Orangi Town.

(Dawn-19, 09/03/2007)

Displaced families

KARACHI, March 10: The Tehreek-i-Mahsooreen Mashriqi Pakistan in a statement issued on Saturday condemned the city government for evicting over 80 Behari families from Mansoor Nagar in Orangi Town, and demanded that they be resettled in their homes.

(Dawn-17, 11/03/2007)

Demolition of illegal plaza starts
LAHORE, March 11: The Ravi Town administration started on Sunday demolishing a seven-marla plaza whose owner had illegally included a portion of the historic old wall close to the Kashmiri Gate into the building.


Ishaq, the owner of the building, resisted the move, but a police contingent accompanying the demolition staff foiled his attempt.

Town municipal officer Agha Humayun said the complete demolition of the plaza would take a couple of weeks. The TMA has already rejected the map and drawings of the edifice spanning over 1.75 kanal submitted by Ishaq.


The Supreme Court took a suo motu notice of the illegal building damaging the historic wall and ordered action against all such illegal structures in 12 weeks.


Eighty-man Ravi Town staff with bulldozers unsealed the building and started demolishing it.

(Dawn-9, 12/03/2007)

Encroachment still a menace in Lyari, Saddar towns
KARACHI, March 11: Like elsewhere in the city, encroachment is a major problem of the old city areas of Lyari and Saddar.

During a recent survey, residents of these areas said encroachment had become a thriving business involving millions of rupees and could not be run without the support of ‘highups’.


Considering the experiences of the past, they pointed out, it’s almost sure that the menace could not be controlled at municipal level until the authorities concerned took it seriously.


Several anti-encroachment drives have been launched in Saddar Town in the past few years but the municipal authorities faced a lot of difficulties to consolidate whatever the success they achieved mainly because they could not get the desired response from certain government agencies.


The survey of the main market places and shopping/commercial areas of Saddar and Lyari towns showed that the encroachers are still occupying the spots from where they had been driven out in the campaigns. They have been doing their business on encroached upon lands as if they had never been dislodged.


In Lyari Town, the situation has become alarming as encroachers seem to have been given a freehand to violate any law, rule and regulation pertaining to the roadside business.


The encroachers have not only encroached upon the main market and public places such as Lea Market, Sheedi Village Road and Haat Chowk, but also the footpaths of school buildings, hospitals and any space lying vacant. So much so that they have occupied the surface of storm-water drains to raise illegal structures. One such example is Madina Market and Pitured Road Nullah.


Since encroachers have been occupying the footpaths along the boundaries of schools and hospitals by establishing workshops and installing billboards of various sizes, schoolchildren, patients and their visitors, pedestrians and commuters have been facing great trouble in finding excess to the schools and hospitals. Apart from the footpaths, the encroachers have occupied a wide portion of adjacent road and main gates of the institutions by parking their vehicles.


Government schools along the Chakiwara, Juna Kumharwara and Shah Latif Bhitai roads, colleges like Lyari Degree College and Abdullah Haroon College, besides Lyari Technical Institute, are among the institutions worst affected by the illegal parking and other encroachments.


“The encroachers are causing not only inconveniences and hardship to passers-by, but also traffic congestion,” Haji Javaid Memon, Chairman of the Lyari Rabita Council said.

He pointed out that the situation in Saddar was no different where an organised mafia was at work for long.

(Dawn-14, 12/03/2007)

Ibad orders task force to eliminate encroachments
KARACHI, March 16: Sindh Governor Dr Ishrat-ul- Ebad Khan, has called for setting up a joint task force to eliminate encroachments in a coordinated action and ensure they don’t reappear. The governor said the task force should be notified within few days. He gave these directives while presiding over a meeting at Governor House to discuss provision of facilities in Hawkesbay Scheme-42 and grant of ownership rights to allottees.


Addressing the meeting, Dr Ishrat-ul-Ebad said if the land under the development authorities control is not utilised, they are encroached. He said after the action against encroachments, it should be ensured that these do not re-emerge.


He directed that the system for granting ownership rights be fully computerised and Nadra’s assistance be sought in this regard. He cited the example of Taisar Town where, he pointed out, various matters including allotment of plots are dealt with in a complete computerised system, in which the people have expressed complete confidence.


The Governor expressed displeasure at the slow pace of handing over land to allottees and said ownership rights be granted speedily. He stressed on immediate ballotting of remaining plots.


The DG Lyari Development Authority Sarfraz Ahmed, while briefing the Governor said that the process for granting ownership rights to 29,000 allottees has started.


He said, 100 acres land was earmarked for godowns in Hawkesbay scheme. He said on the 300 feet wide road, besides three lanes, reservation has been kept for 30 feet wide service roads while provision of basic facilities will be made soon.


He was informed that balloting for the remaining 9,000 plots which include 80, 240 and 400 square yard plots will be done soon and applications invited through advertisements. The governor directed the Chief Secretary Shakil Durrani to dispose of pending matters immediately.


The meeting was attended by Sindh Chief Secretary Shakil Durrani, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, Principal Secretary Mohammed Saleem Khan, Secretary Law, CCPO Karachi, Governor's Special Secretary Javed Hanif, MD Water Board, EDO Revenue, Director Generals of development authorities and other senior officers.

(By Habib Khan Ghauri, Dawn-17, 17/03/2007)

Demolition at Hawkesbay: 

Hut owner gets stay from SHC

KARACHI: The owners of a hut at Hawkesbay beach as acquired an order from the Sindh High Court after filing a petition that the city government was demolishing huts and vacating goths for a beachfront project.

The division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Musheer Alam and Justice Yasmeen Abbasi issued notice to the Sindh Government, City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and others Friday on the petition.


It also restrained them from demolishing any hut without issuing a show-cause notice and the assumption of property till the next date. The SHC's division bench gave the orders during the hearing of a petition filed by Imran Ansari, the owner of a hut at Hawkesbay, and other identical matters.


Imran through Inayat Ansari advocate submitted that the CDGK planned to develop a Karachi Water Front and Sugar land City over 60,000 acres at the seafront and for such projects it had decided to demolish the goth and huts at Hawkesbay. He stated that in January 2001 the defunct KMC had enhanced the annual land rent which was challenged in the SHC. On October 4, 2006 the SHC had ordered the CDGK to collect the land rent at the old rate but despite the court order the CDGK had decided to cancel the allotments of those people who were not paying the rent at the enhanced rate. 

He stated that his client was an allotee of plot No. 53-A at Hawkesbay since 1989 and the owner of the hut constructed on the plot. Despite the court order, the CDGK had cancelled his allotment and started demolishing the hut without any prior notice.


The applicants prayed the court to declare illegal the cancellation of the allotment and direct the respondents not to demolish the huts and dispose off families from the huts and goth. It also prayed the court to restrain the respondents from digging or making any excavation near the huts.


The SHC's division bench, after a preliminary hearing, issued notice to the respondents for a date in office with the direction not to take any action till the next date. 


New assignment of judges: PPI reported Friday that the chief justice of the High Court of Sindh has directed District and Sessions Judge Hasan Feroz, waiting for posting, to join his new assignment as the judge of the Banking Courts III, Karachi, District and Sessions Judge Syed Zakir Hussain, waiting for posting, to join as the judge of Banking Court II, Larkana and District and Sessions Judge Farzana Anwar Shah, presently working as Additional District and Sessions Judge, Karachi, South, to join her new assignment as the judge of Banking Court II, Hyderabad.


Survey of Karachi Goths started: Sindh Revenue Minister Dr. Irfan Gul Magsi said on Friday that the Revenue department has started a survey of old goths of Karachi for their regularization. 

Speaking to a delegation of residents of various surrounding goths of Karachi at his office, the minister said all old villages in Karachi would soon be regularised after the survey work was completed. The residents of these Goths would be given ownership certificates and all basic facilities such as health, education, water, electricity, etc. 


Katchi Abadi meeting: Sindh Minister for Local Government and Spatial Development, Muhammad Hussain, will preside a meeting of the governing body of Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority at 11:00 a.m. Monday, March 19. The meeting will be held at the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority HQ Office committee room.

(Daily Times-B1, 17/03/2007)

No temple demolished, say Hindu leaders

KARACHI: While political and religious parties have jumped into the fray, investigations by The News have revealed that no part of Laxmi Narayan Temple, situated under the Native Jetty Bridge, was demolished for the construction of a food street.

Also, no suit has been filed in any court to challenge the construction of the food street. 

When contacted by The News, a number of prominent Hindu personalities also confirmed that Laxmi Narayan temple “is safe and no damage has been done to it.”


According a prominent personality belonging to the Hindu community in Karachi, a building which was situated in front of the temple and that was not the part of the religious area was demolished. 

He said the derelict one room building was used by a chowkidar and was not a religious site of any sort. This point was confirmed by many others.


The gentleman said the chowkidar used to claim that he purchased that place from the government but the building was later demolished by the authority concerned was situated fifty feet away from the Mandir and it had no connection with the Hindu Temple complex.


At the same time, the construction of a boundary wall in front of the Mandir has been started. The digging for laying foundation of the boundary wall began two weeks ago. 


Officials of the company involved in developing the food street said that the boundary wall would be constructed 25 feet away from the premises of the Mandir. 


However, the President of the Hindu Panchayat Karachi division, Amarnath Motumal, when contacted said the Hindu community has some genuine grievances.

He said the space between the wall and the Mandir is not as wide as needed by the worshippers and under 25 feet. 

He said in the festival of “Chetri Chand” which is celebrated by the Hindu communityat least 50,000 believers visit the temple. He said that on so many occasions the worshippers need greater space around the temple otherwise there is a chance of suffocation when such large crowds converge in a limited space. 


Urjan Maharaj,who provides religious within the temple for worshippers, said that the Hindu community has been assured by high ups of the community that the boundary wall should be around 100 away. However, this has not been done, which is cause for concern.

“This is one of the main temples in Pakistan where rituals like Mandal, Rakhsha Bandhan are performed. Moreover, the festival of Ponam Mashi is also celebrated at this temple,” Urjan Maharaj told The News.


Grand Leisure Corporation, the Pakistani company responsible for developing the KPT Food Street, says that the project would be completed by December.


The chief executive of Grand Leisure Corporation, Imran Husain when contacted, said that his company would provide funding amounting to Rs0.7 million for the upgrading and renovation of the temple. 

He said that his company had provided more space than 25 feet between the boundary wall and the premises of the temple.


To back his claim of an agreement between the parties concerned. Husain produced minutes of a meeting held on June 2, 2006 in which it was agreed that the boundary wall should be 25 feet away from the Mandir. The meeting was attended by GM Civil Works and Estate, KPT, Pervez Yousfi,President Hindu Panchayat, Mukesh Chawala and Imran Husain.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-4, 24/03/2007)

Cops play robbers with CDGK land

KARACHI: The city government proudly announced last week that it had cleared encroachments from an area where it was going to build a new Kite Park near Rehri Goth. It appears, however, that the city government would not have had to go to such lengths in the first place had the police not allegedly sold the land via the mafia about two years ago.


Under the alleged patronage of area police, over 200 acres of state land in Landhi Town were grabbed and sold to poor people over a period of two years, Daily Times has learnt. People from various slums in Landhi Town purchased the plots and paid Rs 20,000 to Rs 50,000 each.

Land-grabbers sold more then 400 plots measuring 120 yards each for which people constructed boundary walls and houses without the presence of any civic facility, including water, sewerage, electricity, and natural gas. The area in question is located in Sherpao Colony, near Rehri Goth, and spreads all the way to the seaside. It is surrounded by Swat Colony, the Maula Madad Graveyard, Lalabad and Star Ground. 


About two years ago, the entire site was apparently used as a garbage dump for the localities nearby. “It was filled with garbage. Then, a year-and-a-half ago, some people, under the supervision of the area police, leveled the site using more than two dozen bulldozers. They demarcated 400 plots,” said Nazir Ahmed, who purchased two plots measuring 120-yards each. He paid Rs 50,000 for each plot.

Ahmed said that he and his brother had borrowed money from their relatives to purchase the plots, and had constructed houses on them. 


But then, around six months ago, the Landhi town administration razed all boundary walls and houses in the area without any notice. Dozens of people were injured, and one man, who had bought three plots, (reportedly) died of shock when he saw his life’s savings go down the drain, according to area reports.


Khan Muhammad, a resident of Swat Colony, told Daily Times that one of the police officials who supervised the anti-encroachment operation had earlier sold this land off with the help of the land mafia. He also said that people who had purchased these plots had paid Rs 5,000 to the Quaidabad Police Station in the name of “purchee”. Moreover, police mobiles patrolling the area also took money from people, especially those who were constructing houses. The extortion money, Muhammad said, ranged from Rs 20 to Rs 500. 


Abdul Wajid, who has been visiting the area for the past 30 years, also said that the entire place used to be a garbage dump. An “influential person” from the nearby locality, however, grabbed a huge portion of the land and started cultivating corn in the “naddi” (sewerage from a major portion of Landhi and Korangi passes through this point on its way to the sea).


A spokesman for Landhi Town said that the anti-encroachment operation was initiated some six months ago on the orders of the then-town nazim, Ismail Qureshi, who resigned about two months ago. More than 100 acres of land were retrieved. The initial directives came from the city nazim who wanted the land vacated for the construction of a park.

“The encroachment was established around 18 months ago,” the Quaidabad Police Station SHO, Nasir Khan Mashwani, told Daily Times. The SHO at the time was Iqbal Sheikh. He was later transferred to another station on the complaints of area residents. Mashwangi admitted that some of the policemen were involved in extortion, but said that so far he had not received any complaints from the people of the area.


“The plan for the construction of Kite Park in the land vacated near Rehri Goth has been finalized,” CDGK Parks and Horticulture district officer, Liaquat Ali Khan, told Daily Times. “The initial construction is spread over 60 acres. This will increase in phases to 200 acres.” The park will be constructed at an estimated cost of Rs 200 million, and will have a cricket ground, a football stadium, a jogging track, a fountain, lawns, stone benches, flower beds, two amusement parks, and other facilities. Construction will begin during the current fiscal year, Khan said.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 29/03/2007)

Encroachments at CHK

KARACHI, March 29: The Sindh health minister has ordered immediate removal of the encroachments on the Civil Hospital premises, erected under the pretext of feeding area for attendants of patients admitted to the hospital.


Minister Syed Sardar Ahmed, following complaints by the public that walls were being raised at the out-patient department of the CHK by an NGO, made a surprise visit to the site on Thursday.

He directed CHK Medical Superintendent Prof Kaleem Butt to ensure immediate demolition of the unauthorised construction, which was hampering the movements of patients visiting the OPD, under already congested conditions.

(Dawn-17, 30/03/2007)

Rangers to be redeployed at civil hospital

KARACHI, March 30: Sindh Minister for Health Syed Sardar Ahmed told doctors and other staff of the Civil Hospital on Friday that Director General Rangers Maj-Gen Javed Zia had assured him about deployment of Rangers at the hospital immediately after Eid Miladun Nabi (SAW). He regretted manhandling of certain hospital staff by some emotionally charged visitors of a patient in a recent incident.


The minister met members of the joint Board of Governors of the Civil Hospital and Lyari General Hospital in the office of its Chairman Abu Shamim Arif.

He inquired about the sanitation, health and construction at the CHK and Lyari General Hospital during the meeting.


He also took a serious note of the fact that neither he was informed of the poor security at the hospital nor did the administration, including the Board of Governors, make any alternative security arrangements at the CHK. He said incidents like manhandling would not be allowed to reoccur, and said that presence of Rangers personnel on the CHK premises would be made a permanent arrangement to ensure security of both patients and staff.


He also urged doctors, paramedics and other staff to realise their responsibilities towards patients and discharge the same with all diligence and sincerity.


The minister issued directives to the Works & Services officials to carry out repairs to improve sanitary conditions and plug leakage of pipelines on a priority basis, besides ensuring neat and clean toilets and washrooms.


Noticing heaps of construction debris elsewhere at the hospital, the minister expressed annoyance and directed officials to complete all works within two months or face appropriate action.


He asked Medical Superintendent Dr Kaleem Butt to get the stand-by power generator operational forthwith.

He also took notice of the illegal offices of various NGOs on the hospital premises and directed the board members and MS not to allow encroachments.

He appreciated some NGOs for serving meals to attendants of patients from far flung areas but advised the NGOs to written permission form hospital administration in this regard.


Abu Shamim Arif briefed the minister about the BoG’s performance and mentioned that planning has already been done for varied envisaged schemes.

(Dawn-17, 31/03/2007)

APRIL

Encroachments removed from around Jheel Park

KARACHI: The Jheel Park, one of the oldest park of the city located at Tariq Road, encroached on by land grabbers for the last 40 years, was vacated by the city district government Karachi (CDGK) on Saturday. 


“The park built on 28-acre land will soon get a new look after a round the clock operation of three to six months,” said the city Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal while talking to the newsmen here on Saturday. 15-acre land of the park that was occupied illegally has been retrieved and after renovation will be open for public.


Replying to a question, he warned the land grabbers and mafia to vacate any other land of the government, which they have occupied on their own, otherwise strict action will be taken against them. 


The DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman, DO Parks Liaquat Ali, presiding officer City council, Masood Mahmood, Naib Town Nazim (Jamshed Town), Ziauddin Jamal and Town Nazim Muhammad Arif Aajakia were also present on the occasion.


During the operation Ali told the newsmen that 15 acres of land was encroached for the past 40 years or so by highly influential people such as Akbar Bugti and other land mafia people. Furthermore, it was a ‘no’ go area where various ‘deras’ were established and was home to crimes such as drug trafficking. 

He also showed a 2000-feet-long wall built on a grabbed land by a private builder. During the operation the builder told Nazim that he was interested in doing social service and will built a park here, so instead of demolishing the wall, if the surrounding land was given to him. He was told to contact the concerned authorities in this regard. Ali further claimed that the adjacent bungalows were also illegal.


The land worth billion of rupees has been taken over and 150-feet-long boundary walls will be constructed around it. The operation will continue today as well. 


Kamal while talking to the journalists said that in the past the people have grabbed state’s land and enjoyed but this will not be allowed in the future. We are vacating state’s land for the benefit of the citizens. He informed that this site has been in the possession of the city government for the past four days and the encroachments have been removed.

(The News-3, 01/04/2007)

Rape victim tormented by prospect of being evicted

KARACHI: Gang rape survivor Nasima Labano’s family, who was asked to vacate the police head quarters on Monday, March 26, 2007, once again, feels helpless and insecure ever since they were told that they would have to shift to another residential area or return to their village in Ghotki.


They refuse to leave the place as it is in the protective custody of the government of Sindh. As revealed by Nasima’s maternal uncle, Jamal Din, it was after they contacted MQM’s Head Office Nine-Zero that an official, Ghulam Dastagir assured the family that they could stay in the house as long as they want. 


However, the family fear that they will be harassed again. Living in rather a pretty shabby condition in a small apartment, the family of ten spends their entire day thinking as to what the future has in store for them. When they moved in the apartment in February there was no electricity, water or gas connections. 


“We were given these fans by an NGO. We still don’t have a gas connection so the women can’t cook at home. We have been buying food from outside for the past one month,” said the uncle, adding that they did not have enough money for clothes for the children.


Nasima’s father, Hamza, stressed that he did not want to go back to his village because his family’s life would be in danger. “I know they will kill us. I cannot think of going back home. Karachi is our home now,” he said.


When the family contacted Edhi centre for help in case they were ordered to leave the apartment again, The NGO suggested they rent a house for Rs.2, 000. “We don’t have money to meet our basic needs. How can we pay a monthly rent of 2,000,” said the father adding, “In any case it is impossible to find cheap accommodation in a big city like Karachi. Besides, we feel safe because it is situated in the premises of police headquarters.


“This fear is getting to me now. I want my rapists to be arrested. Why is the government not interested in my case anymore? I will not be able to live in peace until I see them behind bars,” said 16-year-old Nasima. 


The government has only been able to arrest five out of the 11 alleged perpetrators. The names of the six alleged rapists who are not arrested are Abdul Sattar, Munawir Ali, Murzada, alias Ghulam Ali, Bashir Ahmed and Khadim Hussain who are allegedly the cronies of a provincial minister, Nadir Akmal Khan Leghari, who is harbouring them, reports the Asian Human Rights Commission.


Jamal Din, the only spokesperson for the family who had been living with Nasima’s family since they moved to Karachi, left for his village on Saturday night as soon he received the news of his son’s illness. “My family needs me too and they are my responsibility, I will come back but don’t know when because the rapists have also been threatening my family members. We are only hoping for justice from the government. I hope they remember the responsibility they took of my niece.”

(The News-3, 01/04/2007)

Debate over demolition of encroachments

KARACHI: The active administration of Landhi town is carrying out a grand operation to reform what they call long existing illegal encroachments and unlawful selling of public property that is now hindering development work. However, the inhabitants of the area, especially those affected by this operation alleged that they are being treated harshly.


The land department of Landhi town has recently removed many illegal constructions encroached upon service roads and other public places, to facilitate development work of the city government and the reformation regarding illegal occupation of public plots. One of the projects of the city district government Karachi (CDGK) is the renovation of a service road that begins from Landhi No.4 and ends at Zaman Town in Korangi No.5. This road was encroached by the locals by four to six feet and eight to 10 feet at different locations. “We had encroached some feet of the service road, but the demolition squad removed it a couple of weeks ago,” admitted a local, adding, “I do not have any objection but there are more encroachments on the same road even bigger than ours and they have not been removed.”


When asked, the Town Municipal Officer, Landhi said, “The road comes under the jurisdiction of city government, not Landhi town and the operation was conducted by CDGK.” He added that those who are still there have been called for meetings. “Since their encroachments are of a greater nature, we want them to remove these themselves because if we do it, they will suffer a huge loss,” he elaborated. “They have been given some time for that and if they fail to do so, we have no other choice but demolish it since the road has to be constructed within six months,” he added.


“Thirty-year-old Kamran Gujur, a resident of Chakra Goth, Korangi 1.5 suffered a cardiac attack and was in a critical condition after his bakery named ‘Al-Madina’ was demolished under the same operation,” said another man who requested anonymity. According to a source, Gujur bought this bakery for Rs1.8 million a year ago and invested 0.5 million in it. He was given a notice the preceding night and the next morning the demolition squad bulldozed it. “Gujar took nothing out of the shop and left it open for the demolition team, while neighbours looted the bakery before it was completely demolished,” the source added. 


When asked if Gujar was given any notice, an official from the land department, conducting the operation, said, “We gave him some eight days before the action but he didn’t vacate the shop.” He added that the entire area around the bakery is leased but the shop was neither leased nor did the owner have any property documents to claim his possession. This prompted the demolition. “To the best of my knowledge there was a roundabout covered by Al-Madina Bakery; my commanding officer knows I am just obeying him,” he said. “They are right to say that we do not inform many,” he admitted, adding, “Because we don’t need to, they never inform us when they encroach a public property overnight.” 


When contacted the Town Nazim Landhi said, “The man was not the owner of that bakery and he didn’t have any documentary proof of owning it. Instead, he occupied the property on rent.” He further stated that there was a public park in the area that has been occupied and the property was sold illegally in the past. The Nazim discarded the allegations by the locals and said, “They are lying about being treated harshly.” 


“If thousands of people are benefiting at the cost of one person’s sacrifice, then why not?” He added, “Besides the fact that the property was illegal, the residents of the area also had a number of complaints regarding congestion in the streets caused by that encroached portion.” Talking about the service road he said that things such as trees, poles and cables have been removed while the rest will be removed soon. Owners have been given some time to remove the encroached portion on their own.


Annoyed at what he believed was a distortion of the ongoing campaign, the Town Nazim said, “We are reforming the system but the locals and newspapers are fuelling the fire by exaggerated reporting.” He further said that nobody ever took notice of the illegal selling of these plots and the encroachments by the same people when they were doing it and now when the reformation process is going on, a lot of hindrances are being created.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 09/04/2007)

Encroachments: a hurdle to development

The City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced that encroachments are the main hurdles in development work that is in progress in the metropolis. The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has pledged to put an end to this menace. However, obstacles have so far prevented the attainment of this end.


The CDGK maintains that the task of the removal of encroachments is basically assigned to the towns. The CDGK has already chalked out plans in this regard. A CDGK report said that a massive operation is needed in areas such as Patel Para, Saddar Empress Market, Electronic Market, Abdullah Haroon Road, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, the tyre shops near Radio Pakistan, Urdu Bazar at Burns road and Sir Syed Chowrangi. Vast lands in these regions have been occupied illegally. 


At a recently held press conference, Kamal stated that when necessary, the CDGK removes these encroachments but its intention is to make these land grabbers and shopkeepers aware that this a punishable offence.


Replying to a question he said that under the Sindh Local Government Ordinance, the CDGK officials do not have the magisterial powers to penalise these offenders. He completely agreed to the fact that encroachments in the city are a big hurdle in the development process. However, they are helpless as whenever they try to remove these encroachments, the government enforces its writ. 


The chaotic traffic situation prevalent across the Patel Para auto stand is a result of encroachments in this area. A public survey claims that traffic related disorder will decline if these encroachments are removed. The CDGK carried out an operation at Sir Syed Chowrangi, wherein illegal shops and extensions were demolished. The extensions in Patel Para auto stand need to be removed, but the city nazim is unable to explain the reason for delaying this. 


The news conducted a survey among shopkeepers who claimed that they pay huge amounts to area police, the CDGK officials and a portion of the amount goes to outlaws.


A glimpse of the tire market adjacent to Radio Pakistan reveals that tires of all sizes and qualities are being exhibited on the footpaths and road. A similar view can be witnessed in Urdu bazaar where registers, books and other material are displayed on the road. It is unfortunate that the CDGK is reluctant to address these extensions. 


Jamshed town nazim, on the other hand set a remarkable example. A massive operation was recently carried out in which cars parked outside showrooms at the New MA Jinnah road were removed. This operation was widely appreciated by the citizens.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 12/04/2007)

SC allows KBCA to demolish unauthorised structure
KARACHI, April 16: The Supreme Court allowed the Karachi Building Control Authority on Monday to demolish an unauthorised structure if it can not be regularised under the rules.


The KBCA had sealed Ideal Arcade built on a 4,444-square-yard plot (No FL-8, Block A) in Sector 15-C of KDA Scheme 33, Super Highway. The builder was found to have raised construction on the compulsory open space and built 17 shops in addition to the number sanctioned by the building plan approved by the KBCA. He hurriedly moved a regularisation plan and while it was pending, obtained a stay order from the Sindh High Court.


The regularisation plan was rejected by the KBCA and the stay order was vacated by the high court.


The builder approached the Supreme Court against the high court order and an SC bench, while issuing a notice to the authority for April 16, granted him a status quo order. The petition for leave to appeal came up before an SC bench comprising Justice Mohammad Nawaz Abbasi and Justice Ghulam Rabbani at the court’s Karachi registry on Monday.


The builder’s counsel argued that an appeal against the rejection of the regularisation plan had been moved and the authority be restrained from taking any action against the project pending a decision. The KBCA counsel, Shahid Jamil Khan, pressed for disposal of the petition for leave to appeal saying that the builder wanted to create third party interests under the cover of interim injunctions and court proceedings. It would be more difficult for the KBCA to demolish the unauthorised structure if purchasers bought the shops and apartments in the project. The regularisation application, the counsel said, had been rejected and appeal against the rejection would also be decided within two weeks.


The bench gave the KBCA three months to decide the appeal and demolish the unauthorised structure if regularisation was not permissible under the rules.

(Dawn-17, 17/04/2007)

Land for new Defence Complex

Affected people promised due compensation
RAWALPINDI, April 22: Military authorities gave out an assurance on Sunday that people settled on the land acquired for the Defence Complex Islamabad (DCI) would not be evicted without payment of compensation, an issue being pursued by the Capital Development Authority (CDA).


The military authorities, who for the first time declared the new General Headquarters (GHQ) as DCI, said the complex would house the ministry of defence, Joint Services Headquarters, GHQ and other services headquarters.


Sources involved in the establishment of the DCI told Dawn that after completion, the area of three services headquarters, including that of the already established Pakistan Air Force (PAF) and Pakistan Navy, would be declared as a new cantonment.


A spokesman for the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Directorate said land for the complex comprising the sectors of E-10, D-11 and area north of E-10, was acquired by the CDA during 1969-70 and only after built-up property (BUP) awards these areas would be handed over by the CDA.


He said so far BUP awards for E-10, service road area between sectors E-10, E-11 and sector D-11 had been finalised with the residents living in these areas under an agreement.


The affected people, he said, had been paid the cost of BUP as per rules along with allotment of plots by the CDA.


He claimed that the entire process had been undertaken to the satisfaction of the residents through their representatives and notables of the area without any use of ‘force’ or ‘coercive means’.


“Their due benefits in shape of payments and cheques and allotment of plots have been delivered on their doorstep,” he added.


Even after announcement of the awards, few people lodged appeals which too were accepted by the CDA and the affected people were accommodated accordingly.


With regard to people, who are settled north of E-10 and D-11, the spokesman said the CDA had already acquired alternative area which was being surveyed. On completion of the survey, the CDA will enter into an agreement with the actual affected people of the area and they would be awarded double benefits on the lines of sectors E-10 and D-11.


The spokesman said some people had illegally constructed havelies, houses and other encroachments in the area north of E- 10, and warned them to refrain from such activities, as CDA held comprehensive record of inhabitants of the area.

(Dawn-2, 23/04/2007)

Clifton colony residents whip out leases for fear of eviction


KARACHI: The Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority (SKAA) is likely to face an uphill task persuading the confused residents of Shah Rasool Colony in Clifton that it doesn’t want to evict them as they think but just wants to build them better housing.


[image: image1.jpg]


SKAA has been contemplating a plan along the lines of Dharavi in Mumbai of building high-rise apartments on katchi abadis and moving its people into them on a self-finance basis. However, as soon as SKAA survey teams showed up at the colony with survey forms on Monday, the panicked residents thought that their homes would be demolished.


By Wednesday, when Daily Times visited the colony, the residents had whipped out their lease papers and decided that they would form an action committee or seek legal help if the government did anything against their wishes.


“What else would remain if the state will forcibly pull the land from beneath our feet?” said resident Haji Sher Jan Kakar. 


Shah Rasool Colony comprises roughly one thousand homes on prime land from the shrine of Abdullah Shah Ghazi to Khayaban-e-Tauheed in DHA. The price of land is an estimated Rs 2 million per square yard, according to one real estate agent. The houses are mostly cemented and some of them are six floors high. The colony has connections for electricity, gas and telephones for which its residents receive bills. The government previously built roads and gutter lines and the children of the colony can go to Government Abdullah Shah Ghazi primary school. The settlement has eight mosques and many of its elderly residents, such as Ziarat Gul, claim to have been born there. 


Almost every resident claims possession of a lease. Some of them told Daily Times that on August 16, 2005, the then minister for local government Waseem Akhtar awarded them leases at a camp arranged by a SKAA district officer in collaboration with the CDGK. Haq Parast MPA Syed Shakir Ali was present at the gathering. The leases cost Rs 600 per sq meter for residential plots and Rs 1,200 per sq meter for commercial plots.


“As the owner of land, if I don’t want to sell my land, how can the government or any state-run department pressurize me into selling it without my consent,” argued Hamid Hussain Abro, a resident of Khokhar Mohalla. 


When asked how the government could initiate action if the residents held leases, SKAA DG Ali Ahmed Lund admitted that his department has issued the leases but he declined to comment further on the matter. “We just have a plan for this project and still have to go through different aspects of it,” he said. 


It appears, however, that mostly the problem is one of making the people aware of what SKAA intends to do. “We don’t know the exact logistics of the scheme, but the government could be justified if it wanted to undertake any development project such as a bridge or highway,” conceded resident Kakar who owns an ice depot off Khayaban-e-Tauheed. “If they need some land they can compensate people by building apartments.” 


Thus, it appears that a lack of information led to some misunderstandings. The residents said that they did not fill in the SKAA forms as the survey team did not tell them what was going on and just said that they were doing this on the orders of the governor. “Why should we allow anyone to initiate some kind of survey without any purpose,” said resident Muhammad Sadiq.

(Daily Times-B1, 26/04/2007)

MAY

Encroachments delay rail track fencing project

KARACHI, May 1: The project of fencing the railway tracks in Karachi so as to avoid any untoward incident has been delayed due to the illegal encroachments on land of the Pakistan Railways along the tracks.


The PR division Karachi officials say as per rules it is mandatory to leave open space of 100-feet on each side of the track. They said that in several areas from Cantt Station to Landhi, this open area was encroached. Due to these encroachments just 15-16 feet open space is left along rail tracks in areas like Kalaboard, Hazara Colony, etc, they informed.


According to the PR Divisional Engineer Zone-1 Nooruddin, it is due to these encroachments neither a boundary wall can be constructed nor fencing can be done.


He said the feasibility report to fence the rail tracks from Cantonment to Landhi station had been sent to the PR Headquarters, Lahore. The work on this project will be initiated with an estimated cost of Rs20 million, he added.


The fencing of railway tracks is the need of the hour as a number of people have lost their lives while crossing the tracks, he noted adding that the main hurdle in way of materialisation of this project was encroachments along these tracks.


The official said that the PR Karachi Division had approached the provincial and city governments over the issue, seeking their support for removal of these encroachments as the removal of hundreds of houses was not a simple task.


Meanwhile, sources told that vacation notices had been served by the PR to the residents of all such localities, asking them to vacate the land within 14 days but in vain.


They added that people had refused to vacate the land as they were not provided with alternate plots.


When asked about construction of an underpass at Malir Halt, Mr Nooruddin said that the PR had already sent a proposal in this regard to the chief engineer Pakistan Railways.


He said that the location of underpass (at PR 23km between pole No. 1-2) in UC No 6 in Malir-15 was not approved.


A joint survey of PR engineers and city government officials was conducted and a new location was selected, he said adding the report in this regard had already been forwarded to the headquarters for final approval. Positive response is expected within 10-15 days, he informed.

(Dawn-16, 02/05/2007)

Demolition action in Baldia

Baldia Town Nazim, Kamran Ahktar said that the local town administrator will not allow anyone to occupy government land.


The town administration has demolished illegal construction at Yousuf Goth and Dawood Goth on Tuesday. This demolition action was conducted in the presence of Akhtar and other senior town officers. Furthermore, they will not allow encroachments in any case and involved persons will face serious departmental action.


LANDHI TOWN: “The supply of clean drinking water to the town is our prime responsibility and till now Rs200 million have been allocated for the water pipelines and its installation in the town.” Landhi Town Nazim, Syed Asif Hasnain stated this on Tuesday. He said that the construction of the new pumping station at Lalabad was in progress and it will cost Rs3.5 million. The town administration will also upgrade two pumping station, and old machineries will be replaced with the new ones. Furthermore, the town administration will take serious action against illegal hydrants. These steps will help the town administration in providing water to all areas swiftly and consistently. 


MALIR TOWN: Town Nazim, Ansar Ahmed Shaikh said that the town administration is using all available facilities to provide good service to people as per their requirements and expectations.


He said this during his visit to various areas of the town on Tuesday. He inspected the water and sewerage projects, Hazrat Usman and Chaman Colony Park, work at Ambulance Centre, installation of streets lights, model public toilets and others, which are being carried out with the help of special funds for development in the local town.

LIAQUATABAD TOWN: The encroachments in town’s Gol market have made the lives of the residents miserable, as vendors of all kind of goods have occupied the roads and footpaths.


The residents of Nazimabad and its adjoining areas have appealed to the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to take notice of the encroachments. A vendor said they pay huge amounts to the police and city government officials, and thus questioned how can they be removed.


These vendors not only block the road but also scatter waste and garbage. One agitated resident said that these encroachments result in serious accidents daily — a majority of the victims being pedestrians.

(The News-18, 02/05/2007)

Encroachments delay fencing of railway tracks

The project of fencing railway tracks in Karachi to put an end to train-related accidents has been delayed owing to illegal encroachments along the tracks of Pakistan Railways (PR). 


The PR officials say that, as per rules, it is mandatory to leave open space of a 100 feet on each side of the track. They added that in several areas from the Cantonment Railway Station to the Landhi Station, this open area is illegally encroached on, due to which only 15 to 16 feet of open space is left along the rail tracks in areas such as Kalaboard and Hazara Colony. 


“Due to encroachments, neither could a boundary wall be constructed nor could fencing be carried out because, according to the PR laws, a 100 feet of land must be left open,” said PR Divisional Engineer Zone-1, Nooruddin. 


He said the feasibility report to fence the rail track from Cantt Station to Landhi Station has been sent to the PR Headquarter, Lahore, and work on this project will be initiated at an estimated cost of Rs20 million. 


When asked about the time frame of approval of the feasibility report, Nooruddin said since the PR Headquarters takes care of PR matters of the whole country, it will take time, but that the process is underway.


He also said that, “The fencing of train tracks is urgently needed as a number of people lost their lives while crossing,” and that the main hurdle in completing this project is the number of encroachments. “Until these are removed, work cannot be initiated.” 


Moreover, he stated that the PR Karachi Division has approached the Sindh government and city government, seeking their support for the removal of these encroachments. He added that the government has promised to cooperate fully. 


Meanwhile, sources said that the PR has issued notices for residents of the localities, asking them to vacate the land within 14 days. They said it seems to be a ‘fruitless effort’ as, in the past, such notices have been initiated but people refused to vacate the railway land because they were not provided with alternative plots.

(The News-18, 02/05/2007)

Demand for halt to work on razed temple

KARACHI, May 17: President of the Native Jetty Mandir Bachao Action Committee ex-MNA Dr Khatumal Jeewan has informed KPT chairman that the illegal occupation and unauthorized work on the centuries-old Laxmi Narain Temple is still under way in contravention of the concerned minorities’ will and desire.


In his letter sent to the KPT chairman on Wednesday, Dr Jeewan regretted the government’s indifference demonstrated in this regard, saying that it seemed the authorities concerned, mainly the KPT, had ignored the minorities’ protests.


“Nobody is ready to listen to the protests from the minority community,” he deplored, adding that the KPT, being custodian of the historic temple should direct the GLC management to stop the work on the premises of the Jhoolay Lal Temple and push back the proposed wall to at least 300 feet from the Laxmi Narain Temple.


He said the Hindu community believed that the authorities ought to respect the minority’s right and freedom of worship.

(Dawn-18, 18/05/2007)

City govt officials told to compensate encroachers
KARACHI, May 21: The Sindh High Court ordered four officials of the city district government on Monday to compensate encroachers who raised constructions on a plot in Korangi Town under their watch.


The owner of the plot moved a petition in the high court saying that the CDGK was not delivering possession of a plot purchased by him in a public auction.


He has paid the price in accordance with the terms and conditions.


The CDGK conceded that the plot was auctioned as claimed but several structures had been raised on it in the meanwhile and vacant and peaceful possession could not be delivered to the purchaser.


The unlawful occupants also joined in the proceedings claiming that they were allowed by officials to raise structures.


The court ordered an inquiry into the encroacher’ allegation. The inquiry report found former executive engineer Nisar Memon, ex-assistant engineers Amin Ahmed Bhatti and Mirza Amin Mughal, and sub-engineer Jamil Baloch responsible for the encroachments.

A division bench comprising Justices Amir Hani Muslim and Mrs Yasmin Abbasy directed the district co-ordination officer to initiate departmental proceedings against the four officials under intimation to the court. The plot on which illegal structures had been raised was ordered to be restored to the petitioner purchaser after removal of encroachments within four weeks.


The officials responsible for the encroachments shall compensate the occupants. Failure to comply with the ordered would entail contempt proceedings.


By another order, the bench dismissed applications moved by Zafar Husain Faridi for the restoration of 50 acres in Surjani Town allotted to him by the evacuee property trust in 1988.


It pointed out that a consent order passed by the court in 1994 obliged him to deposit about Rs60 million in order to acquire a valid title to the property.


However, he failed to make the full and final payment and approached the court for transfer of the property.


ATTACHED: The bench also ordered the attachment of constructions raised by encroachers on a 5.8-acre plot (ST-19) in Sector 14-B of North Karachi Township.


City district government counsel Syed Jamil Ahmed submitted that the plot was meant for civic facilities but illegal occupants had built houses on it. The court nazir visited the site and attached the illegal structures. The occupants were restrained from raising further constructions or creating third party interest.


The bench upheld a single judge’s order appointing a receiver for a five-acre plot in sector K-28, Hawkesbay.


Advocate Saathi M. Ishaque submitted on behalf of Shabbir Qureshi that he was the real and only owner of the plot but a claimant holding himself out as purchaser was leasing out small plots carved out of his land. Claimant Saeedur Rehman said he had purchased the land and was sub-leasing it as the rightful owners.


Justice Qaiser Iqbal appointed a receiver for the property and the bench dismissed an appeal against her order.

(Dawn-19, 22/05/2007)

Resettlement policy: ignoring the displaced
The Central Development Working Party of the Planning Commission has recommended to the executive committee of the National Executive Council the Resettlement Action Plan for Mirani Dam worth of Rs1.84 billion for the cost of land, buildings, trees etc As the height of Mirani dam would be increased by 20 feet, it would increase the cost of the resettlement package.


Earlier, the Balochistan government had warned Wapda of serious political and social problems if resettlement plan was not implementing in a transparent manner.


From the very inception, the construction of large dams in Pakistan has given rise to major problems in land acquisition, rehabilitation, and compensation. Traditionally, the attitude of authorities towards affected persons has been one of neglect. Affected persons are seldom involved in decision-making, which affects their immediate and future lives. Nor is any information shared with those made to sacrifice their interests. In the case of Mirani dam, out of the total of 17,982 acres of land, the affected people of 7,669 acres have already been paid compensation, whereas the rest have yet to be compensated.


All the projects, from the Left Bank Outfall Drainage Project to Chashma Right Bank irrigation project are a good example of non-transparent modes. The planning and implementation of Chashma has been marked by a severe lack of transparency. Project authorities refused to share relevant documents and information, despite repeated requests made by local concerned communities and the NGOs. Construction, which involves destruction of farms and crops, began without informing the affected communities. Affected people did not participate in the process of land acquisition or the valuation of their property.


There is also evidence of corruption and inordinate delay in the payment of compensation, which is much below the market rate at the time of displacement. In nearly all the cases, land was acquired at market price around the time the project was cleared. Compensation was given to them at the time of land acquisition, which may be after few years. In the mean time, prices of the land shot up.


The rehabilitation policy suffers from lack of transparency and inequitable compensation. The Land Acquisition Act of 1894 has till recently been used to provide only cash compensation to the affected whose lands have been acquired for public projects.


On account of displacement, production system is dismantled, close knit kinship groups get scattered, long established relationships are disrupted, traditional sources of employment are lost, market links broken, and custom related to child care, food security, intra-community credit transfers, etc, get dissolved. The system of social hierarchy and leadership lose their credibility, and ancestral symbols and shrines, graves and monuments and an entire sense of history and cultural identity are irretrievably lost. The obvious result of such sudden changes is impoverishment, both economic and social. The psychological trauma is profound because people find themselves landless, jobless, without food and access to community resources.


The compensation which is usually in cash is not an ideal resettlement package. Usually, the compensation is much below the market value and not sufficient to buy comparable land. In the case of Chashma Right Bank Canal, a large number of affected people have not been compensated at all, and those who have received compensation say that the amount is much less than market value. According to villagers, the market rate was more than Rs100,000 per acre, but the compensation rates announced so far are less than one quarter of that. In addition, corruption in the land compensation process is widespread, and affected villagers claim that far more land than is needed was acquired for the project.

The resettlement programmes have predominantly focused on the process of physical relocation rather than restoring the livelihoods of displaced people. The absence or the lack of economic and social development dimensions of resettlement programmes, such as livelihood opportunities forces affected people to abandon resettlement sites and migrate. As it happened in the case of Tarbela dam, allotted agricultural land was of poor quality and basic services such as electricity, health facilities and schools were not provided. Only those affected people with legal title were compensated for the loss of their lands and livelihoods, which increased the miseries of indigenous people.


The development project policy has been marked by the absence of popular participation of local community at the time of its drafting. Citizens have been totally excluded from the discussion about the location and nature of development projects, their size, their socio-economic impact, the distribution of their costs and benefits, and of course, the magnitude of displacement and the procedures of rehabilitation.


In the case of the Left Bank project, no single piece of information was shared with the affected communities. No public consultations were arranged. Resultantly, the project has a big technical flaw causing serious social, livelihood and environmental problems in coastal areas of Badin.


Such a denial of people’s right to participation in the decision making process betrays the spirit of government policies towards sustainable developments. It appears that the government acting under the influence of the World Bank and other IFI’s ignores the interests of its own citizens. So far, no national policy on rehabilitation has been formulated.


Benefits usually accrue to the more powerful and affluent having access to information, which is used for profitable speculation. The state lacks the institutions, the legal framework and the sensitivity, which would assure the project-affected people a better standard of living.


Similarly, the Kalabagh and other forthcoming dams rehabilitation and compensation plans will not be any better. The government’s fiscal constraints and the outstanding payments to Tarbela and unresolved claims of Gazai-Brotha affectees (e.g. fishermen etc) leaves little reason for the approximately 100,000 to 200,00 KBD affectees to hope for anything better. In the case of Ghazi Barotha, the total cost of land compensation is close to Rs5 billion whereas there were only 20,000 affected persons to be compensated.


In the case of Kalabagh besides land compensation, the cost of close to 47 model and extended villages, which have been planned for affectees would entail a heavy expenditure. If all these costs are taken into account, the total project cost would be more than what Wapda claims.


A clearly stated policy or Act ensuring the prevention or at least the minimisation of displacement due to planned development projects, should have been announced, before initiating the any rehabilitation policy. This is a serious procedural flaw. A policy which seriously looks for development alternatives, which minimises the displacement of people, is the critical need of the hour.
(By Nusrat Khurshedi, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-V, 28/05/2007)

Showrooms encroach footpaths, govt indifferent

It is a common sight in Karachi but one that does not seem to wake the government from its slumber. Parking of cars by car showroom owners conveniently on footpaths while pedestrians have to walk on roads. 


One such area where this is a common practice is outside showrooms on either side of the Khalid bin Walid Road. This inconveniences both motorists and pedestrians but despite several complaints, the town administration looks the other way or if it does act, the situation reverts to its original self in a couple of weeks. 

"The streets have become narrower with cars parked on both sides of the road and there is hardly any room to walk. We have no choice but to walk on the road at our own risk," complains one pedestrian. 


Since Khalid bin Walid Road serves as an important link road, connecting major areas of the city, it is the route of many public buses. But since the roads have become narrow due to illegal parking, there is a traffic jam every few seconds when a bus stops by to pick or drop passengers. Also, most pedestrians prefer standing on traffic intersections because of the absence of a proper bus stop. 


It is not that the town administration has not responded. It's just that the solution is temporary. Notifications issued by the Town Nazim are not taken seriously and after a couple of weeks the situation is back to its original state. 


"Whenever the Nazim takes notice, showroom owners send the extra cars to their warehouses for a few days but soon enough these cars return because they don't take the warning seriously," said Azam, who runs a general store in the area. 


They in fact, claim that they have permission from the City District Government (CDGK) to use the ramp outside their showrooms to park cars which are up for sale. 


"Parking in a single row is allowed and the CDGK has issued a notification on this," claimed Zulfiqar Ali of Auto Car Centre. However, this was later denied by Farooq Kasmani, president of the association of showrooms on Khalid Bin Walid Road, who said that only customers visiting showrooms are allowed to park near the ramp. 


"We have been strictly asked to accommodate all the cars within the showroom's premises and those not doing so are clearly violating the law. It is illegal to include the ramp outside as the showroom's official space," maintained Kasmani, who is also the owner of Farooq Motors. 


However, Kasmani says that it is not only car showroom owners who are to be blamed for the traffic mess. He also blames U-turns that are allowed on Khalid bin Walid Road. "There is a turning after every few metres on the road and that is what actually leads to frequent traffic jams," he adds. 


Also, frequent washing of cars on the roadside can be witnessed and this has also taken it toll in damaging the road. "We have to wash the cars every tenth day or so and due to the absence of drain on most plots, the water eventually flows from the ramp down to the road," admitted an owner. The other showroom owners, however, denied the practice and said that they send their cars to a service centre for washing. 


Even though no one is willing to take the blame, the responsibility of keeping a constant check on the violators lies on the town authorities, who have been taking the issue rather lightly, say observers.

(By Aroosa Masroor, The News-19, 28/05/2007)

Encroachments at New Sabzi Mandi continue

Illegal allotments at the parking lot of New Sabzi Mandi continue despite the fact that action has been taken by concerned authorities to stop such practices.


It is learnt that a plot measuring 1,000 square yards has been fenced to separate it from other lands which is a clear violation of rules and regulations. This plot known as S-1, is an amenity plot that was supposed to be used as a parking area. 


In December 2005, 16 shops on this plot were demolished during the period of the former Secretary Agriculture, Nazar Hussain Mehar. Interestingly, there is no mention of this plot in the layout plan of the Mandi, which was passed on February 14, 2005. It was also not mentioned in the revised plan, which was submitted before the concerned authorities recently. 


This plot is situated at Gate No.1, opposite the administration office of the Market Committee at the parking area No.4. A special team of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has directed the authorities to produce records of the New Sabzi Mandi before it. The record include the allotment documents after the cut of date of June 18, 1995, the record of entry fee, vehicle fee, approved and revised layout plan and the detail of court cases. Furthermore, the NAB team had also paid a visit to the Mandi to probe into the embezzlement cases.


According to the traders of the market some genuine allottees, which were acknowledged by the defunct KMC, have not been able to obtain their due rights from the Mandi and the illegal allotment is adding to their grievances. 


They say that the government has announced to establish new fruits and vegetables markets for the city but nothing has been done to facilitate the traders of the existing market. “The traders have been left with no option but to buy a water tanker for Rs600 due to unavailability of water supply in the market. There are no electricity metres in the market and only a few traders are paying the bill of the ëKundasí ñ the only source of electricity connections in the market,” said a trader on the condition of anonymity.


Moreover, the traders also have reservations regarding security measures. They say that only a few security guards are performing their duties, however, salaries of 40 security guards are being collected. They demand that the government establish Rangers check posts for maintaining law and order at the Mandi. Also the parking lot should be taken away from the encroachers and action be taken against the culprits involved in these illegal practices.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-19, 29/05/2007)

JUNE

Basement shops were constructed on parking lot

The basement of Iqbal Center that was engulfed with fire on Wednesday night had been housing illegal shops, godowns and storages, whereas the place was actually meant for a car parking lot.

This was the finding of a seven-member committee headed by the Controller, Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), Rauf Akhtar Faruqi. 


The committee also includes other members from the Pakistan Engineering Council, the Pakistan Council of Architects and the Consulting Engineers, besides KBCA’s Controller, Structure Department, Mohammed Shafeeq, Controller, Saddar Town, KBCA, Maqsood Abbas and Supervisor Structure Controllers Mohammad Arif.


Rauf Akhtar Faruqi told The News that the building was approved some 27 years ago and its basement had stored rubber, foam goods and other synthetic fiber products, which was believed to be the reason behind the fire engulfing the flats.


The KBCA was trying to locate the actual owner of the building, while the committee has suggested that godowns be removed immediately, and that the flat’s balconies and affected portions of the building be given necessary repairs. It has also suggested that the affected portions of the building’s first floor be vacated. 


The committee will make a detailed inspection of the building on June 4 and compile a complete report.

Replying to a question, Aga Maqsood said that the ground-plus-four-storey map for the building was approved by the then authorities, however, it would take time to trace the actual record of the building as it was a lengthy process.

To another query, he said the KBCA has the power to cancel the license of such owners who convert car parking lots into shops and storage areas.


Meanwhile, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has ordered the holding of a detailed inquiry into the incident, while City Naib Nazima Nasreen Jalil visited the place and talked to the affected families.

She appreciated the timely action taken by the Fire Brigade Department and its rescuing of the citizens.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 01/06/2007)

100 shops gutted, loss worth millions

A major fire that broke out at Iqbal Market on Wednesday night completely gutted about 100 shops, causing losses worth millions of rupees. The area shopkeepers have demanded that the authorities concerned compensate their losses.

When the fire broke out early in the night all the shops were closed, as the fire tenders rushed to the scene to douse the leaping flames while a thick layer of black smoke engulfed the entire area. The cause of the fire was stated to be electrical short circuit.


According to the Central Fire Station, the fire broke out in a shop at the ground floor of the multi-storied building situated on M A Jinnah Road at about 10 pm and within minutes it spread to other shops, reducing the goods worth millions of rupees to ashes.


After an operation of about 12 hours, the fire was brought under control, however, about 100 shops were completely gutted by 5 am. Almost all the fire tenders of the city were brought into operation and foam was used to contain the fire.


KESC and Sui Gas teams also rushed to the scene and disconnected the power and gas connections.

A fireman who participated in the operation said that steel shutters of about 150 shops were broken through using big hammers adding, some walls inside the building were also demolished to pave the way for reaching other shops.


When the fire erupted early in the night, more than 50 persons were present in the building and all of them rushed to the rooftop to escape suffocation. They were rescued by the KMC snorkel.


The fire mainly engulfed rear portion of the building while front portion remained relatively less affected.

The building that was constructed some 30 years ago had been housing over 150 shops and godowns stuffed with plastic products and other items like toys, wrist watches and household items.


According to a shop owner who also lives near the market, the fire broke out in the crammed electric metres of the building at about 10 pm and the Central Fire Station was informed within five minutes. But, he added, only two fire tenders reached the spot after 40 minutes and by that time fire had engulfed the entire building.


The Fire Brigade officials, however, denied the allegation and said that a policeman, Mushtaq, had informed the fire department at about 10:17pm following which fire tenders were rushed to the spot.

A few shop owners, upon learning about the incident, rushed to the scene to save their valuables, while the rest were in a state of shock and expecting that fire would be extinguished in a shorter time. However, the fire reduced their goods into ashes, causing them heavy losses.


Some of the shop owners fainted and the rest kept on standing, helplessly watching their assets vanishing in the smoke. 

The flames were so high that these could be seen from distant areas of the city.

The police and the law enforcement agencies (LEA) cordoned off the area and the Edhi ambulances were also present at the place. 


The fire-extinguishing operation caused a blockade of traffic flow, as long queues of vehicles were seen on M.A Jinnah Road. The diversion of traffic caused a complete chaos for motorists up to Saddar Empress Market and mainly at Burns Road, Queens Road and near PIDC House.

Despite the cordon, a number of area people rushed to the spot to extend help in the rescue operation.

Because of the huge amount of water used in the operation, a big pond of water with burnt wooden planks and plastic sheets inundated the main road. The area police started preliminary investigations and also started recording the statements of shopkeepers as well as the building’s Chowkidar.

People living in nearby areas as well as shopkeepers moved to safer places to escape the heat of the raging fire.

(The News-14, 01/06/2007)

Police ignore ombudsman’s order to vacate college

KARACHI, June 9: Ignoring the order of the Sindh ombudsman, police officials have not vacated the building of the Government Elementary College, Badin, which is being used by the district police officer (investigation) for residential purposes.


The Sindh Ombudsman, Yousuf Jamal, in a letter on March 20 written to the then Provincial Police Officer, Mr Jehangir Mirza, had sought his comments regarding the public complaints about the illegal occupation of the college building by the District Police Officer (Investigation) Mr Anwar Mari.

The ombudsman, in his letter, stated that on the occasion of the inauguration of the ombudsman’s regional office in Badin on March 17 this year, the Badin District Nazim, Mr Ali Anwar Halepoto, had raised the issue of the illegal occupation of the building.


The district nazim had also informed the ombudsman that he had brought the matter to the notice of Mr Mirza, but no attention was paid to his request and the college building was still being used by the DPO for residential purposes.


The ombudsman, in his letter, further stated: “if the allegation is correct, it clearly falls within the ambit of the term ‘mal-administration’ as defined in the Ombudsman’s Act and remedial action has to be taken for not only getting the premises vacated but also for initiating necessary disciplinary action against the belligerent official.”


In reply to the ombudsman’s letter the AIG (operations) for the provincial police officer, Sindh, stated that the matter was referred to the RPO (Hyderabad). He, in turn, informed that in the past the bungalow was occupied by Mr Abdul Aziz Memon, former chairman, district public safety commission, Badin, and thereafter by Mr Qamar Raza Jiskani, former SP (investigation) of the same district, which was later occupied by Mr Anwar Ali Mari, SP (Investigation), Badin.

“Officers of various departments/institutions are occupying other bungalows in the college but they have not been issued any notice to vacate the bungalow,” police officials stated, adding that in the district there was only one designated house for the DPO, while there was no accommodation for the SP (investigation).

When contacted, the Sindh ombudsman said that the former IG Police, Jehangir Mirza, was duty-bound to personally investigate the matter and have the building vacated.

He said the complaint was raised in a public meeting of about 400 participants. The people, he said, had no other option to educate their children, saying that the government officials were supposed to solve the people’s problems and not increase them.

(Dawn-18, 10/06/2007)

Wazir Mansion’s balcony collapses

KARACHI, June 14: Pakistan’s politicians may refer to Mohammad Ali Jinnah as the Father of the Nation and the Quaid-i-Azam, but their dedication is not enough to prevent heritage sites related to their leader from falling into ruin. Dawn has learnt of the collapse of a portion of the second-floor balcony of Wazir Mansion – Jinnah’s birthplace in Kharadar.

The collapse occurred a few days ago while a worker was chiselling at the wall in an effort to remove the plaster.

The chiselling was being undertaken as part of the 2003-2008 Wazir Mansion Project, aimed at renovating and preserving the historical building.


Project director Mohammad Shah Bokhari, from the Department of Archaeology and Museums, confirmed that a portion of the balcony had collapsed but did not know exactly when it had happened. He said that the structure had probably given way because it had been weakened by seepage. Mr Bokhari added that a private consultant, Kamran Ahmed, had been approached and “repair work would hopefully start soon.”


According to Mr Bokhari, responsibility for the collapse has not been assigned to any one, and no action will be taken. This, despite the fact that Wazir Mansion is protected under the Antiquities Act 1975 which prescribes heavy fines and long prison sentences for any person found guilty of damaging a protected site.


When Dawn visited the site on Thursday, a section of the balcony was still hanging in the air, teetering over the pile of debris on the ground. According to Riaz Khan, who lives next to the mansion, the collapse was accompanied by a lot of noise. Coming out of his workplace, he saw that the debris had fallen on his parked motorcycle and damaged it. Another resident, Abdul Ghani, said that the balcony came down in a cloud of dust but fortunately, no one was injured.
In another display of inefficiency and carelessness, a former project director – just a few days before his retirement – spent large sums of money purchasing air conditioners and other equipment that were to be installed after the building was completely restored. This equipment is rotting in store-rooms and their warrantee period has lapsed.


According to the current project director, the equipment was bought over a year ago and he could offer no answer as to why it was acquired before the restoration work was completed.


Meanwhile, Karachi’s proud memorial to Jinnah, the Mazar-i-Quaid, is also suffering at the hands of negligent caretakers. The tomb’s white marble dome is currently hidden under a thick layer of dust and grime; it has clearly not been cleaned or washed for a long time. Perhaps the officials of the Quaid-i-Azam Mazar Management Board are waiting for the rains to wash the dirt away.

However, these officials show no hesitation in spending large sums of money in renovating the Board’s nearby offices, which boast expensive aluminium windows and split air-conditioners.

Clearly, the comfort of government officials takes precedence over preserving the memory of the man who made their status possible.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 15/06/2007)

Govt admits encroachers occupy 700 acres

KARACHI, June 19: The Sindh Assembly was informed on Tuesday that influential encroachers had occupied 700 acres in Shah Garh Forest in Jamshoro district since March 11, 2004.

The provincial legislature was also told that complaints lodged by forest officers with police against the encroachment of forestland did not result in the eviction of the squatters.

These admissions were made by Zakat, Ushr and Auqaf Minister Manzoor Panhwar on behalf of the chief minister while answering a question raised by PPP legislator Sharfunnisa Leghari on the role of the food, forest and wildlife department.


According to the written reply made by the chief minister, the encroachers are Abdul Rahim Rind, Faiz Mohammad, Bashir Katohar, Haji Iqbal, Habibullah, Fayaz Ahmad, Dadan Sahito, Mushtaq Sahito and others.


On Aug 7, 2004 another 50 acres in Kalu Bhori Forest was encroached upon by Altaf Rodhnani, Ali Bukhsh Shahani, Jumoo Shahani, Ghulam Nabi Shahani, Mohammad Hasan Rodhnani, Muhammad Chandio, Haji Lund, Sohbat Shahani, Ghulam Haider Chandio and Ghulam Mohammad Shahani.


In the remarks column, it was stated that “on continuous efforts made by the forest officers, police had lodged an FIR (56/2006) against the encroachers”. They were released on bail later by the court. However, the case is still under process.

When a woman legislator, raising what is described in technical parlance as a supplementary question, alleged that a federal minister, his brother and others were behind the encroachment of land, MPA Ehsan Jatoi leapt to his feet and passed remarks which caused the opposition members to see red.


Although Iqbal Quadri, who was presiding over the session as a member of the panel of chairmen, had the remarks expunged, Ehsan Jatoi continued to speak.


Many members including Leader of the Opposition in the Sindh Assembly Nisar Khuhro, Rafique Engineer and Shazia Marri protested over Mr Jatoi’s attitude. From the treasury side, Shoaib Bokhari, Irfanullah Marwat and others sought to counter the opposition onslaught. The ensuing uproar led to the adjournment of the session from 12.15pm to 2pm.

The opposition called on the speaker of the Sindh Assembly and briefed him about the incident. When the house reassembled at 2pm, the speaker expunged remarks considered objectionable by both sides.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-17, 20/06/2007)

Notice issued to EDO in mosque case


KARACHI, June 19: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday issued a notice to the EDO revenue of the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK) for June 26 on a petition filed against the proposed demolition of a mosque in PIB Colony.

A division bench comprising Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Justice Qaiser Iqbal was hearing the petition filed by the Masjid and Madrassah Qadri Trust against the proposed demolition of the mosque as it comes under the Lyari Expressway project.


The applicant's counsel, Advocate Shaukat Shaikh, submitted that the mosque, madrassah and the shrine of Syed Kifayat Ali Shah was built on a leased plot after taking an NOC from the deputy commissioner in 1969. He stated that the mosque and other constructions could be saved by minor amendments in the LEW project.


Project Director of LEW Yousuf Barak Zai, Suleman Fareedi, head of the Encroachment Cell of the CDGK, and the DDO of Gulshan-i-Iqbal appeared in the court on notice.

The court was informed that an out-of-court agreement was made between the Masjid Qadri Trust and the Project Director of the LEW.


According to the agreement, the CDGK will provide alternative land for the mosque besides its construction cost. Till then, the Masjid Qadri and Madrassah will not be demolished.


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed stated that the LEW project director did not represent the CDGK and informed the court the CDGK was not involved in the agreement.


The SHC's division bench, after hearing arguments of both counsels, observed that the CDGK, which was the main party in the said petition, was not included in the agreement for providing alternative land to the Masjid Qadri Trust. The court observing that CDGK officers present in the court had no authority to take a decision in this regard and called the EDO revenue and directed him to submit comments.


SENTENCE SUSPENDED: A single bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Muneeb Ahmed Khan on Tuesday suspended the life imprisonment of two convicts in a robbery case and granted them bail with a surety of Rs300,000 each.


Mir Hassan and Abdul Majeed, employees of the Sindh police, were awarded life imprisonment and Rs10,000 fine each by the additional district and sessions judge, South, on March 29, 2005 after having found them guilty in the case.

They and the other co-accused, Abdul Khalique and Gul Hassan, were charged with committing a robbery at Shakilur Rehman's house in the Police Lines, Saddar, and taking away jewellery worth thousands of rupees and a licensed pistol.


Challenging their conviction, the applicant's counsel Abdul Razzaq stated that the applicants were innocent and falsely implicated in the case. They were neighbours and in fact there was a dispute between the complainant and the convicts over minor issues as well as over a plot.


He said the punishment of life term awarded to the applicants was not warranted, and prayed to the court to set aside the trial court orders. Representing the state, the AAG did not dispute the facts.

The division bench after hearing arguments of the state and applicant's counsel suspended the sentences awarded to the applicants by the trial court and granted them bail.


BAIL REJECTED: Justice Munib Ahmed Khan of the High Court of Sindh on Tuesday dismissed the bail application of an accused with the direction to the trial court to decide the matter within four months.


Pir Bukhsh was booked by the Anti-Violent Crime Cell on April 4, 2006 in Keamari Town and 1.5 kilograms of charas and two hand-grenades were allegedly seized from him. Earlier, the Special Court for Control of Narcotics Substances had allowed bail to the applicant in the narcotics case.The present bail plea was preferred by the applicant before the SHC for bail under the charges made by police against him under the Explosive Substance Act.The same bench has also rejected the bail plea moved by Farhan.
The applicant was booked for a dacoity attempt on January 31, 2007 made at a man present in his car parked outside a bakery in Gulshan-i-Iqbal. 

The applicant had sustained wounds while his accomplice died in the firing by the driver of the car.

The bench dismissed the bail application and directed the trial court to record the deposition of an eyewitness in the case. Advocate Javed Akhter represented the state in both the bail applications.

(Dawn-18, 20/06/2007)

Removing slums


According to a piece of news (May 31), authorities in Mumbai have decided to replace Asia’s biggest slum with new apartments for poor residents.
This is what is required on part of a welfare state. A developing and growing economy should reflect in government policies designed to change the fate of the poor class.


Mumbai authorities are going to set a wonderful example for other countries like Pakistan. At least, in Islamabad, such a step is an imperative.
The CDA should earmark at least 40 to 50 pr cent of its revenue to remove slum areas from Islamabad.

Residential projects should be launched for these slum dwellers.

M. AZAM, Islamabad

(Dawn-6, 21/06/2007)

250 shops gutted in Clifton blaze
KARACHI, June 23: A fire that broke out in a shoe shop within minutes engulfed the entire ground and mezzanine floors of a multi-storeyed commercial building in Clifton here on Saturday afternoon, leaving more than 250 shops gutted.

The fire then spread to a CNG and petrol station located adjacent to the burning Continental Trade Centre (CTC) near the Schön Circle, where an explosion took place.


However, no one was reported injured in the explosion. Clifton Town Tolice Officer Azad Khan confirmed the blast in a tank of the petrol station, adding that there was no loss of life.

All the occupants of the CTC building were evacuated safely except for 17 persons, who suffered minor burns or bruises. The Pakistan Navy and the snorkel of the city fire brigade rescued the occupants of the building who managed to get to the rooftop. Some people fainted due to the scorching heat as temperatures in the city touched 44 degrees centigrade.


More than 24 fire tenders of the city government, navy and cantonment board, besides a snorkel, participated in the rescue operation.


Helicopters of the armed forces and the Edhi Foundation were also used to rescue the trapped people while Edhi, Chhipa and KKF ambulances were present to shift the injured to hospitals.


Deputy Director of the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre Dr Seemi Jamali said: “We have received 17 injured people, many of them with bruises and some with burns. One patient received 20 per cent burns and the condition of the rest is stable.” The building houses almost 200 shops on the ground floor and an equal number on the mezzanine floor, but only 50 to 60 shops have been opened on the mezzanine floor.


Most of the stores on the ground floor are cloth shops with a few jewellery and shoe shops, while the majority of shops on the mezzanine level sell mobile phones and related accessories.


The fire, which erupted at around 1.10pm, could not be overcome even after six hours, despite continued efforts by fire-fighters to extinguish the blaze. A fire brigade official said: “We received the first call at around 1.20pm and immediately sent fire tenders from the Saddar Fire Station. The fire was so big that 20 of our fire tenders were sent to put it out.”


However, shopkeepers contested the claim of the fire department complaining that they had informed the fire brigade as soon as the blaze broke out, claiming that by the time the fire tenders came, the ground floor had already been engulfed by fire.

“The fire broke out at around 1.10pm and I made the first call at 1.19pm. I continued to make nine more calls by 1.47pm, but no fire tender arrived at the scene,” Mohammad Siddique, a perturbed shopkeeper told Dawn, who showed his cellular phone to prove his claim. He said that he made calls to emergency number 116 and was told that the nearest fire station was Gizri, but the affected building did not come under its jurisdiction. The shopkeepers argued that when the fire broke out the authorities concerned were wrangling over the jurisdiction instead of rushing to rescue people and extinguish the fire.


The officials of the fire brigade did not know whether the offices on the upper floors were safe or gutted as they could not get access inside the building.

Thick smoke was still emanating from the building despite the lapse of six hours and even the heavy rainfall in the evening could not help the fire brigade in their efforts.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 24/06/2007)
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