Black polythene bags scourge still lingers

KARACHI: Despite a ban on polythene bags, manufacturers are continuing to produce huge quantities of these goods, which experts have said are responsible for causing serious environmental damage as well as being harmful to human health.


The government banned the manufacturing of polythene bags on February 1, 2006, to protect both the public’s health and the environment. The concerned department has said it would forcefully shut down production of black polythene bags, which are considered the most harmful of all. Talking to The News, an official said they will no longer issue production licences, will fine those who refuse to comply and, where necessary, jail those who fail to halt production. But the terminal board that will decide on these matters is yet to be formed. While black bags are the cheapest to produce, they are composed of the hardest non-biodegradable materials, and due to cost factors are the preferred inventory of manufacturers. Transparent and coloured (other than black) bags are more expensive to produce and the profit margin makes it a less attractive option for investors.


Although currently the number of black bags in the market is far less than in recent years, their easy availability indicates that they are still being manufactured in quantity and could make a ‘comeback’ in large numbers. 


In the early stages of the ban, the government cracked down on all production. However in the face of public pressure and complaints from the business sector, it relaxed its stance. Production of polythene bags above 30 microns was allowed, with these being easier to dispose of; as they do not require recycling. However, the government has indicated that the units responsible for manufacturing black polythene bags are liable to be shut down.


According to a study conducted by The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) Pakistan, Karachi produces approximately 10,000 to 11,5000 metric ton of solid waste per day and around 60 per cent of the total amount is dumped without being properly treated.


The quantity of sewage and industrial discharge from the city is also very high with approximately 100 million gallons of water (MGD) produced per day and 150 to 175 MGD being discharged from industrial units everyday. According to a report, this huge amount is disposed of untreated and there is no system to calculate the flow of treated disposals. 


Tahir Qureshi, Director Coastal Ecosystem, IUCN, Pakistan, said the actual problem is that these manufacturers are producing more than the authorised quota. Describing the weaknesses in the system, he lamented that our enforcement agencies and other concerned authorities have not been updated, the system of ‘checks and balances’ is totally non-operational and such things make it easier for manufacturers to flout the law.


He further said that regulatory bodies should play their due part in establishing a strong platform against the issue and it could be possible only if properly trained staff is in place and authority is given to the task force.


Tahir Qureshi emphasised the role of an empowered taskforce, which should have the authority to have a ‘hands-on’ approach to those accused of breaking the law and defaulting on fines. He suggested that government should import machinery to check the limitation of the prepared polythene bags before they left the warehouse and the same system should be implemented to check the readings of the manufactured bags before their distribution in the market.


He also stressed that closing the business without any proper alternative being in place might create more problems in the long term, both for the government and the people. 


He added that the government should design a system which would help run this business sector smoothly until they could come up with reasonable alternative plans. 


Some 1.5 million people are directly employed in this industry and the overwhelming majority are unskilled workers, with few other job opportunities.

(By Muhammad Zeeshan Azmat, The News-3, 29/01/2007)

FEBRUARY

Govt decides to ban plastic bags

KARACHI: The city government has decided to impose a ban on the usage of plastic bags in its limits. Earlier the Sindh government had already banned plastic bags through an ordinance and had also placed a sentence and fine on its usage and manufacture. City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal has requested citizens to avoid using polythene bags of less than 30 micron density since they are not only unhygienic but also hazardous to the environment. He appealed to the citizens to stop using plastic bags as they cause problems, such as choking sewerage lines which in turn damage roads and neighbourhoods. They also become a breeding ground for mosquitoes, houseflies, dengue virus and the like.

(The News-2, 17/02/2007)

Action against use of plastic bags
KARACHI, Feb 18: In a bid to curb usage of polythene bags in the metropolis, the city government has decided to impose fine and arrest all those wholesalers and shopkeepers found violating the ban.


The city government officers having magisterial powers would conduct raids on wholesale and retail outlets.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that the government had enforced an ordinance against use of polythene bags.


He asked wholesalers and retailers to avoid using plastic bags voluntarily and appealed to the masses not to use them, as polythene bags could not be dissolved in even 1,000 years and damaged city’s sewerage system and caused environmental pollution.


He said that the city government was spending Rs15 billion to improve water and sewerage network of the city but these plastic bags damaged the sewerage lines.


He asked citizens to own the city and cooperate with the city government in the uplift of the metropolis.

(Dawn-13, 19/02/2007)

Towns, UCs asked to help discard shopping bags
KARACHI, Feb 25: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has asked town and union councils’ administrations to create awareness of hazards involved in the improper disposal of plastic bags by educating residents of their respective areas.


Speaking at a gathering of residents from UC 10, 11 and 12 of Jamshed Town on Sunday, he said people should voluntarily give up the use of the polythene bags already declared unsuitable. This, he said, would help avoid action against the manufactures and traders of the prohibited category of shopping bags.


“The government wants citizens to be fully aware of the ban and the purpose of its imposition before going ahead with the action,” he added.


He told people that plastic bags were not only responsible for the increasing pollution in the city, but were also a cause of the spread of various diseases.


He pointed out that millions of rupees were being spent in the laying and mending the sewerage lines and storm-water drains across the city, but the money and energy might go waste if the huge quantity of used plastic bags in the shape of solid waste was not stopped from clogging these conduits and channels after getting in with the flowing water and sewage.


“There is no point in suffering a big loss for a small benefit,” he remarked, and told people to opt for alternatives like paper bags and cloth bags.


He said that an Act had been enforced to effectively check the use of banned plastic bags, adding that action could be initiated against the manufactures and sellers of such bags when they did not stop from indulging in such a business. “The Act prescribes four-year term and/or heavy fines for its violators,” he said.


However, the city nazim made it clear, the government preferred to achieve the goal with the cooperation of citizens without taking action under this Act.


He suggested that the town and union councils’ administrations should approach retailers individually to convince them not to use or sell the banned category of shopping bags.


DEVELOPMENT WORK: The city nazim visited sites of various development projects on Sunday and asked the officials of Works and Services Department to accelerate the pace of work on all under-construction roads, especially Shahrah-i-Pakistan and 5000 Road in Surjani. In this context, he told them to ensure that the work was carried out in three shifts.


A statement issued from the nazim’s secretariat, said the nazim observed that though some delay was caused in the shifting of underground lines of utility services and laying of storm-water drains, the projects were now at the stage of their completion.


He also directed the officials concerned to connect the newly-laid drainage lines with the main storm-water drain.


During his visit to the site of sewerage scheme in Garden, Mr Kamal told the water board officials present there to ensure completion of work as soon as possible so that the roads closed to facilitate the work could be reopened.


Later, he visited Bagh Ibn-i-Qasim to review the pace of ongoing development work there.

(Dawn-15, 26/02/2007)

MARCH

Use paper, not plastic

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternative Energy Dr Sagheer Ahmed has said that those involved in manufacturing and sale of polythene bags would be punished according to the law. 


In a statement issued here on Saturday, he said that those violating the law for the first time could be awarded a sentence of three months or be slapped with a fine of Rs50,000, oe even with both. “And the sentence term for the second-time offenders could be enhanced to six months with a fine of Rs100,000,” he said.


The minister said that the government believes in creating awareness among the masses about the hazards of the polythene bags so that they could exhibit a responsible behaviour. He said that the manufacturing and sale of less than 30-micron thick polythene bag has been banned. Sagheer said that polythene bags are causing environmental hazards and also badly affecting the sewerage system and added that paper bags should be used in place of polythene bags.

(The News-2, 04/03/2007)

Garbage dumped in nazim’s office

GUJRANWALA, March 12: Representatives of the district bar, trade bodies and different social welfare organisations took out a rally against the city district government for its failure to revamp the cleanliness system and dumped garbage into the district nazim’s office here on Monday.


In the evening police registered cases against 209 people, including protest leaders.


Few days back, former MPA S.A Hamid’s Gujranwala Bachao Tehrik, former bar president Pervaiz Ahmad Oathi’s Awami Huqooq Tehrik, DBA president Ilyas Rehan and People’s Lawyers Forum president Syed Aftab Zaidi had announced a protest rally against the CDG for poor cleanliness and sewerage system.


Activists of these organisations came to the office of district nazim Fiaz Ahmad Chattha in three ambulances while some activists brought garbage-laden donkey carts and dumped the refuse into the district nazim office to express their resentment. They also chanted slogans against the district nazim and officials of the district government.


Addressing the rally, leaders claimed that Hamid Nasir Chattha, the father of the district nazim, had promised during the local body election campaign that all the city’s broken roads would be reconstructed besides revamping of the cleanliness system. But all his promises were nothing short of hollow slogans. 

(Dawn-5, 13/03/2007)

Belgian firm to set up recycling plant
KARACHI, March 13: A Belgian firm has shown interest in the city’s solid waste management sector and agreed to invest Rs250 million to set up a modern plant at landfill site of Jam Chakro. A delegation of the Green Technology Environmental Corporation of Belgium led by Belgian Ambassador Michel Goffin called on City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Tuesday at his office and showed keen interest in installing a modern plant on 25-acre of land in Jam Chakro landfill site to produce fertiliser, building blocks and tiles.


The plant will have the capacity of 10,000 tons of garbage to recycle. The company has already installed such a plant in Lahore.


The nazim assured the delegation to extend maximum cooperation and directed the District Officer Solid Waste Management to arrange a visit of the delegation to Jam Chakro site.


He informed the delegation about the city government’s policy to start projects for the welfare of citizens under public-private partnership.


The nazim said that presently Karachi was producing 8,000 tons of garbage daily while the new plant would have the capacity to recycle10,000 tons of garbage.


He said the city government had also computerised the landfill site of Jam Chakro to provide maximum facilities to the investors. He appreciated the plan to install a new recycling plant.


Mr Kamal also informed the delegation that the city government was taking all-out measures to develop the system of sanitation in the city on modern lines to make the city neat and clean.


He maintained that initiatives had also been taken on towns and union council (UC) levels to improve solid waste management system and negotiations were also under way with foreign companies in this regard.

(Dawn-17, 14/03/2007)

Belgian firm invests Rs 250m in recycling


KARACHI: A Belgian firm has expressed interest in investing Rs 250 million in the city's solid waste management sector and has agreed to install a modern recycling plant at the landfill site in Jam Chakro. 

A delegation led by Belgium Ambassador Michel Goffin along with representatives of the company called on City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal in his office on Tuesday and evinced a desired to install a modern plant on a 25-acre piece of land in the Jam Chakro landfill site to produce fertilizer, building blocks and tiles used in footpaths from the plant's capacity to recycle up to10,000 tons of garbage. The company has already installed a similar plant in Lahore.


Kamal assured delegation they would be provided maximum cooperation and instructed Solid Waste Management District Officer Khalid Javed to arrange for the delegation to visit Jam Chakro.

He added that the Jam Chakro landfill site was computerized to facilitate the investors and appreciated the investment to install a new recycling plant at the site. He further mentioned that towns and union councils were taking initiatives to improve their solid waste management system.


All towns plan comprehensive fumigation campaign: On orders issued by City Nazim Mustafa Kamal, all 18 Towns have designed a comprehensive fumigation campaign which was to begin from March 13 and will continue to April 3. 


During this period, fumigation will be carried out especially at water drains and towns and union councils have been directed to stock abundant insecticides. 


Kamal announced that CDGK has equipped 48 vehicles with fumigation machines and has a staff of 600 personnel for the drive. He also instructed the health department Tuesday to remove garbage and fumigate potential breeding grounds for mosquitoes and other harmful insects


He stressed the need to draw a comprehensive plan for a new drainage system in the city to permanently resolve this problem. The fumigation started on Tuesday in Shah Faisal Town and will be carried out in the towns of Gadap on March 14, Bin Qasim March 15, Korangi March 16, Lyari March 17, Keamari March 19, SITE March 20, Baldia March 21, Orangi March 22, North Nazimabad March 24, North Karachi March 26, Liaquatabad March 27, Gulshan-e-Iqbal March 28, Saddar March 29, Jamshed March 30, Gulberg March 31 and Landhi April 2.

(Daily Times-B1, 14/03/2007)

Crackdown on offenders begins today: Ban on polythene bags
KARACHI, March 14: The Sindh environment department and the City District Government Karachi have joined hands in launching a crackdown on Thursday (March 15) on the manufacturers and sellers of the polythene bags of banned category, i.e. below 30 microns thickness.


Sources in the environment department said that since the rules under the recently introduced law, “The Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags-2006” were yet to be framed and notified, it was deemed appropriate to enforce the law under Section 144 CrPC.


Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternative Energy Dr Sagheer Ahmad said in a statement here on Wednesday that any act of manufacturing, sale and use of the banned category of polythene bags was a punishable under the law. The improper disposal of polythene bags has been a major factor contributing to the degradation of environment in the city. He said that imposition of ban was in the larger interest of the city and its people.


Meanwhile, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has also ordered a ban on the manufacturing of polythene bags of less than 30 micron thickness for 30 days in exercise of the power vested in him under Section 144 CrPc.


The improper disposal of the banned category of polythene bags, which do not dissolve easily, causes choking of sewerage lines and open nullahs/storm-water drains, etc., thus obstructing the flow of waste water and ultimately causing insanitation and unhygienic condition in the city. This has also been contributing to environmental degradation, says to the order issued by the nazim.


According to a source, as a follow up of the nazim’s order, DCO Karachi on Wednesday constituted five ‘enforcement teams’, one each for every defunct district of Karachi. Each team will comprise a DDO (Revenue), a sub-divisional police officer, an official of the Sindh Environment Protection Agency and an official of the Municipal Service Group of Offices, CDGK. The teams would be active from March 15, added the source.

The mechanism to deal with offenders, who may include the user, is yet to be known, but there is a consideration that the campaign should not cause panic among businessmen, traders, users, etc.


As an initial measure, the high-ups have decided not to deal with the offenders with an iron hand. Instead, the action would be confined to the confiscation of the banned product, said a source.


Dr Sagheer said that people should develop the habit of using cotton or paper bags to ensure an improved environment. He further stated that the government did not want to render anyone jobless, but at the same time it wanted not to compromise on the collective interest of individuals.


The relevant law prescribes a maximum prison term of three months and/or a fine up to Rs50,000 for an offender.

Not happy with the ban, the plastic bag manufacturers and traders said that action against black polythene bags could be held correct, but the inclusion of all types of polythene bags below 30 microns thickness could prove to be harmful to the business of over 1,000 small industrialists and more than 2,000 dealers/traders in the city.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 15/03/2007)

Polythene bags seized
KARACHI, March 15: A number of polythene bag wholesalers kept their shutters down in major markets of the city as specially constituted teams were fielded for the first time under a government campaign aimed at the elimination of the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags below 30 microns thickness on Thursday.


According to market sources, wholesalers were confused about the official actions and modus operandi of the teams. Since we were not sure how the teams would determine the exact thickness of a polythene bag and their purposed action under Section 144, we decided to close our shops under a wait and see policy, said a manufacturer in Jodia Bazar.


Sindh Environment and Alternative Energy Minister Dr Sagheer Ahmad told Dawn that five teams went round markets of the city with officials of the city government, police and revenue departments and confiscated polythene bags of the banned category.


They not only seized these bags from wholesalers but retailers, shopkeepers and vendors.


At a review meeting, however, Dr Ahmad, told the teams members that the purpose was not to harass people but work under a strategy that resulted in voluntarily abandoning use of such bags.


The minister said severe corrective measures, if needed, would be introduced in the coming week. We prefer cooperation from and observance of relevant laws by producers and wholesalers, he added.


A shopkeeper in Gulberg town said plastic bags were favoured for reasons that they weighed less, were durable and convenient for packing food stuff and other items besides virtually no cost to the end-user.


The five teams in their briefing, discussed the relevant operational problems as well with the environment minister. The teams are benefiting from the expert guidance of Sindh Environment Protection Agency, said a government official.


Karachi City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal on Wednesday, had ordered a ban on the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags of less than 30 microns thickness for 30 days. About 60kgs of the prohibited bags were taken away by the five teams, said an official.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 16/03/2007)

Banning polythene bags

THE leap from the drawing board to enforcement of policy can take a long time in Pakistan. Given the official propensity for words rather than action, it becomes doubly important to give credit on the rare occasions where it is due. Enforcement may have been late in coming, but it is heartening to note that the authorities in Karachi are finally taking steps to eliminate the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags that are less than 30 microns thick. The crackdown that began on Thursday has already resulted in the confiscation of polythene bags from wholesalers, vendors and shopkeepers. The initial leniency shown to offenders — in the sense that nobody was arrested and locked up — is also a welcome departure from past practice. Many a public campaign in Karachi has started with great fanfare, even high-handedness, only to fizzle out after a few days. In the context of polythene bags, a more sustainable and consumer-oriented approach is required. ‘Shoppers’ have become ingrained in the public psyche because of their convenience and cost-effectiveness, and it will take a concerted drive to make the public ditch them in favour of more environmentally-friendly alternatives.


Polythene bags choke sewers and drainage lines and are partly responsible for the sanitation problems arising from overflowing gutters. When plastic shopping bags are burned along with other trash, the toxic fumes they release pose a serious health risk, particularly to the young and elderly and those with respiratory problems. Besides raising awareness among users, the government must offer manufacturers incentives to switch over to the production of paper bags and other organic alternatives. Only then can the campaign succeed, for constant policing is not a viable option. Authorities across the country would do well to take a cue from Karachi and enforce the ban on polythene bags that is already on the books nationwide.

(Dawn-7, 17/03/2007)
CDGK to check plastic bags transportation
KARACHI, March 16: The city government has imposed a ban on the transportation of plastic bags from other cities to Karachi. Speaking at a meeting to review arrangements regarding the ban on polythene bags, the nazim said stern action would be taken against those found bringing polythene bags into the city from other provinces.


He said teams comprising officials from various departments had been formed to implement the ban on the manufacture, sale and use of plastic bags in the city. The police have been told to curb its transportation from other provinces. He said violators will face six month imprisonment or Rs50,000 fine.
The nazim asked the citizens to help make the campaign successful and stop using plastic bags. He also asked NGOs and social organisations to participate in the drive along with city government and launch awareness campaigns to educate and motivate citizens to the use of plastic bags.

(Dawn-17, 17/03/2007)

Polythene bags ban for everyone’s good

KARACHI: “The ban on polythene bags below 30 microns thickness has been imposed for the collective good and its effective implementation is being ensured.”


This has been stated by Sindh Minister for Environment, Dr Sagheer Ahmed, while speaking at a review meeting.


The minister made it clear that the government does not want to render anyone jobless and that the ban on plastic bags has been imposed because they were damaging the sewerage system and were also hazardous to the environment.


He said that the manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers should be apprised of the hazards of polythene bags as well as the significance of pollution-free environment for the human beings.


Dr Sagheer also warned action against the shopkeepers violating the ban. 


The government expects full cooperation from the citizens as well as traders on this very count, he observed.

(The News-2, 19/03/2007)

Chinese firm ready to manage solid waste
KARACHI, March 19: The city government has received a detailed report the survey conducted by a leading Chinese firm over a period of five months on the solid waste management in Karachi.


Chairman of the Shanghai Shen Gong Environmental Protection Group Company Dick Chen submitted the report to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal here on Monday and offered an investment of $170 million in the first phase in a solid waste management project.


He informed Mr Kamal that the survey had been started in October last year and covered all 18 towns of the metropolis. He said the report contained details of the mechanism for lifting and transporting domestic solid waste on a door-to-door basis and recycling it in scientific a scientific manner.


The nazim appreciated the extensive work done by the firm, and expressed his gratitude over Shanghai’s mayor’s cooperation in this regard.


Mr Kamal told the firm’s chairman to set up its permanent office in Karachi and takeover the solid waste management system of the city. He said that the city government will provide them the required land and resources, including manpower and machinery.


He also formed a committee to finalise modalities of the project in consultation with the Chinese firm before inking an agreement in this regard.


Mr Dick Chen assured the city nazim that his firm would provide best services to keep the city neat and clean like Shanghai.


He said the work on this project would initially be started with an estimated cost of $170 million.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 20/03/2007)

Wrapping up the polythene bag issue

KARACHI: Despite the fact that the government officially banned the use of polythene bags in early 2006, the law is still not being properly implemented. 


The former Director-General of the Environment Protection Department (EPD), Dr Iqbal Saeed Khan says the ban was imposed under him and there had been strict monitoring, but only for a few months. In July 2006, after businesses and manufacturing companies began objecting to the law the Govt ceased its implementation. 


Some small-scale businesses are still using black polythene bags, termed the worst of all by the health examiners. Other bags are also discouraged by the government for various reasons, especially those that are under the official limit of 30 microns. The problem with polythene bags is that they comprise non-biodegradable substances because of which, they cannot be recycled. They are used by the majority of the businesses in Karachi as packing materials, and despite the fact that they are cheap as well as light they are hazardous in more than one way. 


As a result, they can act as breeding places for many types of germs. In Karachi, this is a common problem. Many bags simply collect in gutters and damp places, where bacteria and germs develop. Also, the fact that they are very light makes it very easy for them to be blown around leading to the littering of the environment. 

Over time, it has been proven that polythene bags are environmentally unfriendly because of the time taken for their decomposition. As a result of this they cause further problems such as blocking water penetration into the soil, which in turn affects food growth and development, along with other problems such as creating blockage in pipelines. Blockage of pipes can eventually lead to the spread of epidemics and diseases such as cholera, gastro-enteritis, and other waterborne diseases. Since polythene bags are cheap, the majority of people can afford them. They are therefore, widely used as packing bags in the country with the biggest percentage of users in the urban areas. Besides this they are easy to carry and are portable. 

According to Pirzada, who is the Director General of the monitoring cell in the EPD, the problem of the polythene bags is more regarding the size rather than the weight. He says that the weight does not matter much; it is in fact the size that results in being hazardous to the environment. “People don’t understand that when you burn these bags, the gases emanated are highly dangerous to human health,” he says.


Ahmed Saeed of the IUCN, who is responsible for the Ecosystem and Livelihoods group, explains that the contradiction lies in setting the control methods. He says that although IUCN has worked with the government, since 1994, the present Governor of Sindh again stressed upon this law, in 2005. The black bags were the ones, which were banned first, and this was successful, but the other polythene bags could not be banned because they had a high utility. People did not replace polythene with anything else, because in some cases, there was no better alternate for a polythene bag. 


But Saeed says by simply banning the bags it will be proved that the government is unable to manage the issue properly. The solution lies, he says, in banning the smaller bags, but keeping the larger ones, because they can still be utilised, and also by stressing on the solid waste management system. The EPD really has no proper benchmark to measure the official weight and size of any bag. From which end the govt will control the situation is yet undecided and vague. Will it be the producers, too many of whom are unregistered and difficult to trace, or will it be the wholesalers?

(By Xari Jalil, The News-2, 20/03/2007)

Ban on plastic bags 

DDOs to be given magisterial powers

KARACHI: The city government Divisional District Officers (DDOs), Revenue, have no magisterial powers to conduct raids at shops during a campaign started against the plastic bags. The campaign was started by the CDGK on March 16, informed sources told The News here on Saturday.


However, the EDO Municipal services group of offices, Masood Alam, informally talking to newsmen at his office on Saturday, said police in isolation had no powers to conduct raid at any shop or in any manner harass any person or persons.


The EDO said police could only take action when they are accompanied by a magistrate.


Powers will be delegated to these DDOs in a couple of days after which they would be able to launch an effective campaign. He said five different teams had been constituted in five district of Karachi. 


The EDO said the team members comprised TPO, EPA member, Solid waste management member, and DDO Revenue.

He said during this whole operation no shops were raided. In fact the manufacturers/ wholesale dealers were approached and asked not to sell or manufacture these and if at all they wanted to sell them, strictly follow the plastic bags be manufactured of 30 micron specification.


Micron is basically the width of the plastic bag and for this purpose micrometers have been purchased, which measure the gauge of the bag.


City government has purchased 20 micrometers for this purpose.

The objective of this campaign is not to harass the citizens but to educate these manufacturers to prepare 30 mircon width bags which are rather heavy. They are not to be disposed of.


These manufactures, during a meeting, agreed that they will abide by the rules but that they should be given some time or they would suffer huge losses. 


The EDO said during the recent rains it was discovered that most the sewerage lines in the city were choked due to these plastic bags and the government had taken serious notice after which campaign has been launched.


To create awareness among the citizens, a door-to-door campaign would be launched through flyers and advertisement banners so that this operation could see a successful end.


Similarly, other instruments have also been purchased to clear away all these plastic bags from roads. 

He said these plastic bags were not perishable, they will be turned into pieces and then tiles or pipes would be manufactured of these bags.

This is a continuous operation and through this we would educate the citizens to switch over from the use of plastic bags to paper bags.

(By Fasahat Mohiudiin, The News-5, 25/03/2007)

Crackdown starts on polythene bags
KARACHI, March 27: The city government on Tuesday launched a crackdown against the manufacturers, sellers and users of polythene bags in the metropolis and arrested the owner of a medical store in Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town.


The Sindh Home Department, with the approval of Sindh High Court, has given magisterial powers to 18 officials of the Revenue Department of the city government to conduct raid, arrest and fine the violators of the ban on the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags in the metropolis.

Additional EDO (Revenue) Ghulam Hussain Memon told Dawn that a team of city government raided Time Medicos situated near National Stadium after receiving several complaints regarding violation of the ban by this establishment on polythene bags.

He said the team arrested the shop’s owner and handed him over to Sharea Faisal police station.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has imposed a ban on the manufacture, sale and use of polythene bags in the city under Section 144 and violators face three months imprisonment with a fine up to Rs50,000 or both.

He said that the Sindh government has given special magisterial powers to the city government officials for effective implementation on The Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags-2006 Act.

(Dawn-17, 28/03/2007)

Lyariites call for garbage disposal
KARACHI, March 27: Most of the streets in Nawabad and Memon Society areas of UC-3 in Lyari Town are littered with filth and garbage.


Area people blame inefficiency of municipal authorities the main reason for insanitation. In absence of any effective system for garbage collection and disposal, streets and roads are littered with filth, they say.


Residents say the situation is the worst in the surrounding areas of Karabai Karimji Road, which are virtually converted into dumping sites.


One could hardly endure foul smell while passing through any street, they say.


They urge town administration to take notice of the situation and order effective measures for proper disposal of garbage, which could cause outbreak of any disease.

They say open drains are also filled and blocked with garbage, which can prove disastrous in monsoon.


Town municipal officials always complain of shortage of funds, workers and transport facilities owing to which they say the system cannot be improved.


Sanitary workers do not collect garbage from illegal, unplanned disposal spots, which was a permanent source of nuisance for area people.

(Dawn-18, 28/03/2007)

Bagged over plastic bag use

KARACHI: The owner of Times Medico, Imran, has been sent to jail, having been charged with selling plastic bags of less than 30 microns . According to a press release issued by CDGK, Imran was caught red-handed violating Section 144 for selling goods in plastic bags. The CDGK magistrate and the DDO, Revenue conducted the raid and caught the owner red-handed. It is a famous medical store with a very large clientele and functions till late in the night. The shop is located just adjacent to the National Stadium, Karachi.

(The News-2, 28/03/2007)

Traders introduce cloth bags

KARACHI: Some cloth traders and tailors have prepared large and small cloth bags in response to the ban on plastic bags imposed by the CDGK. These bags are getting popular among the citizens of the city. ‘The News’ did a survey and contacted the CDGK officials who said that these cloth bags are available at different shops and are largely being used by both men and women. The price of the bags, made from cotton and silk, vary between Rs20 and 40, depending on the size.

(The News-2, 29/03/2007)

Use of plastic bags 

Strict action taken against violators

KARACHI: Lawful action has been started against traders manufacturing and selling plastic bags in the city, said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal at a meeting held at the Civic Centre on Thursday. “Big tycoons in the field were reminded but they paid no heed to the calls. The last option was legal action.” he said, adding that they are trying to motivate the citizens to give up the use of plastic bags themselves. 


Kamal said that the revenue officers of the city government have been empowered with magisterial authority. 

A complete ban has been imposed on the use of plastic bags less than 30 microns and strict action will be taken against the violation. 


The accused will be awarded a punishment of six months imprisonment and a fine of Rs50,000 or both. 

He said that due to these bags, sewerage lines and storm water drains get choked. Since they do not get dissolved people try to burn them but this in turn results in the spread of deadly diseases.

The nazim said that the ban on these plastic bags will not make people jobless nor will the factories be closed. This step has been taken after various meetings where all the pros and cons were discussed. 


Kamal advised factories which are preparing these bags that they they should make plastic of more than 30 microns. 

He added that “The culture of using such bags has to be changed. Cigarettes, betel nut and match boxes have always been packed in plastic. 


The citizens will have to understand the damages caused by the use of these bags and they should try to extend all their cooperation in this regard.” 

He warned that revenue officers have already started conducting raids in different parts of the city and that he is personally supervising the campaign.

(The News-3, 30/03/2007)

APRIL

City requires 1,000 more vehicles for waste disposal

KARACHI, April 3: The city needs 1,000 vehicles for lifting and transporting over 8,000 tonnes garbage to landfill sites on a daily basis.


This was stated by the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) consultants for community and technical services, Bebetg Gozun and Nicholas J. Allen, during a meeting with City Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil at her office on Tuesday.


The delegation is conducting a survey on the solid waste management system and after completion it would submit its proposals to the city government for bringing improvement in the overall system.


The ADB’s experts informed the city naib nazim that the city needed 1,000 vehicles for transporting garbage from all its 18 towns to the landfill sites. Keeping in view the distance between the city and landfill sites, the delegation suggested establishing centres for separating garbage before dumping it at the landfill sites.


The experts also informed Ms Jalil that they were preparing a roadmap for solid waste management and would finalise their recommendations and proposals within two to three weeks.


They stressed the need for creating awareness among the masses for cleanliness and garbage disposal.


Speaking on the occasion, Ms Jalil said that at present some 453 vehicles were used for disposal of garbage. She said that besides the city government and union councils, NGOs should also play their role in creating public awareness on waste disposal.

(Dawn-17, 04/04/2007)

Ban on polythene bags sans alternatives causing problems

KARACHI: The strenuous ban on polythene bags by authorities is causing problems for both manufacturers as well as common consumers because the industrialists, who are being advised to start producing paper bags as an alternative, are not being provided with any incentives to continue with their businesses.


The ban was imposed through an ordinance promulgated by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan in February last year but it took over a year to the authorities concerned to implement the law.

Under the ordinance, no person shall manufacture, sell or use black polythene bags, including the polythene bags below 30 micron thickness. Any person who contravenes the provisions of the ordinance, would have to serve a three-month term, a fine of Rs50,000 or both.


The sudden implementation of the ban and surprise crackdowns on polythene bags sellers and shopkeepers not only put them in trouble but also the consumers who were not prepared for the situation without any alternative including paper bags to carry their goods.


Although majority of people are delighted over the step taken by the provincial and the city governments by banning the polythene bags but problems they are facing during their day to day shopping may foil one of the few positive measures taken by the authorities.


Shoaib Ahmed, a strong advocate of ban on polythene bags recalls that he used to carry a cloth bag some 20-22 years back while going out for shopping and was in practice of collecting milk in a steel bucket as there was no concept of plastic bags for carrying milk.


But habits have changed since then. Now nobody wants to carry a cloth bag or any other type of durable bag along with him anymore. Most of the people would not even agree to carry a pot to the milk seller. The only option is promoting use of paper bags he opined.


He feared that if proper steps were not taken including promotion of paper bags by the government, it could result in failure of the whole exercise as such bans had also been imposed in the recent past but failed due to inconsistency of the authorities concerned.


Most of the bread producers, vegetable and fruit vendors and many others are still using polythene bags, which were being provided to them secretly by salesmen. Some of them when interviewed argued that they too were against the use of polythene bags but they had no option as quality paper bags were not available in the market while those available were not cost-efficient too.


Experts believe that failure to offer incentives to polythene manufacturers for switching to producing paper or cloth bags and perusing people to use them could cause irreparable setback to a highly positive initiative.


Some three million people earn their bread with polythene bag manufacturing. It is worth mentioning here that Pakistan Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) has advised for abandoning usage of all kinds of polythene bags for preserving and carrying eatables due to chemical hazards of such bags. According to its recent research, use of polythene bags to store food items could contaminate them with poisonous chemicals that could even be carcinogenic.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-2, 06/04/2007)

City govt employs 120 vehicles for cleanliness
KARACHI: April 9: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that the city government had started the work of cleaning 19 main roads and corridors from Monday to improve the sanitary condition of the city in the first phase.


He stated this while talking to journalists, town and union nazims at the handing over ceremony of the keys of 120 vehicles to municipal services department in Gulshan-i-Jinnah (old Polo Ground).


The nazim said that it was the first time in the history of Karachi that a huge amount had been spent at once on this sector to improve the sanitary condition of the city.


The corridors we have selected, goes through every area and every town of the city therefore it can be said that we have taken over the control of a major part of the city, he added.


He said that the city government had decided to take up the work of cleaning of main roads and important corridors of the city while town and union administration to take the responsibility of cleaning of inner city and other small areas


The municipal services department of the city government will perform the task. For the purpose 120 vehicles worth Rs720 million were handed over to the department while 46 vehicles and machinery will also be given to the department later.


Town and Union administration will ensure cleanliness in the inner areas of the city.


These measures will bring about significant change in the condition of the city within 15 days.

(Dawn-18, 10/04/2007)

Ban on plastic bags

ALTHOUGH plastic bags have been banned, there is little hope that our environment and sewerage system will improve.


This is because there is no system of refuse collection and we are expected to dump our garbage at nearby open plots from where, if we are lucky, council vans will some time pick it up and until they do so, stray animals and scavengers are free to rummage through them and leave the rest flying around.
The Defence Housing Authority has provided receptacles for every house in the DHA where the household garbage is neatly deposited and from where the DHA vans come and collect them regularly.


If such an arrangement can be made by the DHA, why cannot our city district government do the same? The city district government collects huge amount by way of property tax, sewerage tax and water tax without providing any service to the taxpayers.


In our area, gutters are constantly overflowing, and when we complain, there is no one to listen to us and ultimately we have to hire private labour force to manually clear our manholes and get whatever little relief we get from that.


It is time our local authorities stopped being satisfied with tall claims in the newspapers about their achievements and provide some relief to housewives who have to suffer daily for lack of basic civic amenities like garbage collection, water and sewerage.


MRS SHIRIN TAYEBI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 14/04/2007)
The waste management conundrum

The problem of burning solid waste and garbage still persists in many areas. This not only reveals the failed system of solid waste management but is also a major factor contributing towards air pollution. 


Apart from the fact that it leads to breathing problems and asthma for many, burning garbage and waste also contributes to growing air pollution in the city. According to a recent report, Karachi city produces around 8000 tonnes of garbage daily. Recently, a Belgian company has shown interest in investing money in the city’s solid waste management sector. It has also agreed to install a modern plant at the land-fill site of Jam Chakro with a capacity of handling 10,000 tonnes of garbage recycling. 


There are different causative factors of air pollution. Sources producing significant amounts of air pollution are industries, vehicles, burning open waste, dust from construction sites, as well as an absence of proper landscaping, vegetation and plantation. Cottage industries in residential areas and stroke vehicles (rickshaws are major contributors worthy of mention.)


It is often thought that burning waste causes health problems; on the contrary, no toxic particles are emitted in the process of burning waste. However, contradicting this idea, Mohammad Aqib of The World Conservation Union (IUCN) said that burning solid waste or garbage at a low temperature generates dioxides, known as ‘persistent organic pollutant’ and an established carcinogen. “Garbage dumps pollute the environment and are also a form of land pollution, causing pollution in underground water resources” he said. 


The recent banning of plastic bags in the city has been taken as a positive step towards solid waste management. These bags are insoluble and when burnt they produce carsogenic causing agents.


Still, waste and garbage are burned in a number of towns. According to a report by Urban Resource Center (URC), there should be four to five land-fill sites for dumping waste in Karachi city. However, there are just two landfill sites. One is at Hub River and the other in Surjani. 


Director URC and architect, Younis Baloch, said that burning garbage is an easy way of getting rid of it. 


He said that there are a number of scavengers who operate in groups and live in different colonies. “They pay truck drivers some money to dump the waste and garbage in the locality and later set it on fire. The garbage is burnt while the metals in it are picked and sold. This earns them a few hundred rupees,” he explained. Drivers also find this exercise convenient and feasible because the land-fill sites are quite far away.


However, in response to this, Executive District Officer, EDO Municipal services, Masood Alam expressed his ignorance and said that he was unaware of any such activities. 


He said that the there was no problem regarding solid waste management of the city and there are many projects and ideas in the pipeline that will further regulate the solid waste management system. “The maximum age of the land-fill sites is 50 to 100 years. Such sites in the city have an average age of 70-75 years” he said. 


He said that burning rubbish is not permissible. There will be more trucks and more machinery required for the collection of waste. He is avoiding talking in greater detail until the measures for a proper system of disposal are implemented in the city.

(By Sidra Rafique, The News-20, 20/04/2007)

Polythene bag ban hits a blind alley

The ban on polythene bags of under 30 microns, has collapsed miserably as the Law Ministry has not yet approved the criteria set by the Sindh Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).


According to sources, the polythene bag criteria and the guidelines were to be sent to the Ministry, but the latter has been vacillating over the approval of the ban, which is acting as an impediment to its proper implementation. 

According to Ghulam Hussain Memon, incharge of civic issues at the CDGK, the ban is being implemented and under Section 144, violators of this ban are also being arrested. It is a non-bailable offence, entailing a fine of Rs50,000 and/or up to six months in jail. 


The market, however, has a totally different picture to present. Bags of less than 30 microns are being used by shopkeepers, especially hawkers, which cannot be replaced immediately by any material other than plastic. Customers are given goods such as fruits and vegetables in small plastic bags, because there is no other alternative. In some places, even black polythene bags are being used, apparently of questionable quality, in which cell phones and other goods are packed. The reason for this, shopkeepers explain, is to prevent any street crime, as a bag of any other colour would make the phones or any other expensive goods easily visible and thus pose a bigger attraction to criminals.


According to Memon, there is a summary trial for any violator who is caught selling, or using bags of less than 30 microns. 


However, he says that his department is merely the implementing agency. It does not formulate rules, it simply works within the given framework of rules. 

The other stakeholder in the endeavour, the Law Ministry, has not given any statement as to why it is causing so much delay in the acceptance of the ban. 


Other government sources deny that polythene bags are still being used. They say that the ban cannot be expected to come into effect overnight. They say it will take time. However, the situation on the ground does not seem to be improving even slightly. 


Various calls to the officers of the Law Ministry went unanswered as their personal phones were switched off, and the offices were closed.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-14, 22/04/2007)

City govt blamed for lack of cleanliness
KARACHI, April 28: A three-tier system comprising the city government, town administrations and union councils is said to be responsible for the dissatisfactory state of cleanliness in the metropolis where the Muttahida Qaumi Movement backed Haq Parast group has been at the helm of affairs.


The failure of town and UC administrations to bring improvement in the state of cleanliness in the city invited the ire of MQM chief Altaf Hussain, who felt that the party might lose its vote bank due to unsatisfactory civic conditions.


Last week, Mr Hussain made it clear to all Haq Parast town and UC nazims that they are answerable to the City Nazim – a thing in sharp contrast to the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO) – and directed them to pay special attention to sanitation and bring improvement in it within a month.


Out of 18 town nazims, 14 belong to the MQM-backed Haq Parast Group.


Under the rules, towns and their nazims have to perform their functions independently and the Section 54-A (p) (iii) of SLGO says that the collection of solid waste and conveyance to transfer stations designated by the Town (excluding treatment and disposal of waste) is a function and power of the Town Municipal Administration. The function of the city government with regard to sanitation is limited to maintaining the landfill sites for treatment and disposal of the solid waste.


Sources said that several town nazims did not want to cooperate with the Mustafa Kamal-led city government on the cleanliness issue or any other matters, which forced Mr Hussain to intervene. The removal of two MQM-backed town nazims from their offices was also seen by many as an outcome of their failure to cooperate with the City Nazim in bringing improvement in the overall sanitary condition and other matters.


The MQM chief had held a special meeting in which he expressed his dissatisfaction over the state of cleanliness not only in Karachi but in Hyderabad. He directed all elected representatives belonging to the Haq Parast group to pay special attention to sanitation and gave them one month deadline to improve the situation.


After realising the need for a uniform policy, the city government took the initiative of cleaning the city by what its authorities claimed “assisting” the towns in the task as they believed that the state of cleanliness in the metropolis could only be improved through collective and coordinated efforts at the city, towns and UCs levels.


The City Nazim is supervising the ongoing cleanliness drive in the metropolis and recently he visited different city areas particularly the Liaquatabad and New Karachi towns from where the Municipal Services department had lifted thousands of tons of garbage and debris.


“We are only assisting the towns and not taking over their functions. We have created the Municipal Services department to improve not only the state of cleanliness in the metropolis but to also bring improvement in solid waste management, environment, fumigation and other tasks,” said Mr Kamal.


The city government procured 120 vehicles with a hefty sum of Rs720 million to improve sanitation at 38 major thoroughfares of the metropolis. At present over 8,000 tons of waste is generated in the metropolis on a daily basis but only 3,000 tons of garbage is transported to the landfill sites.

The nazim was hopeful that the state of cleanliness would be better in the metropolis within a few weeks while efforts were being made to resolve the problem of leftover garbage on a permanent basis.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-19, 29/04/2007)

Tariq Road shop owners booked

The Environment Protection Agency led a grand operation against the shopkeepers and food restaurants on Tariq Road and arrested the owners, proprietors and managers and registered cases against them for violating the Polythene Bags Act 2006.


The Ferozeabad police said that they received complaint from Sarfraz Ali who said that he is an employee of environment department and servicing as Inspector Environment Protection Agency Sindh. 


He added that taking notice of illegal use of polythene bags i.e. using polythene bags below 30 microns, he along with his staff raided several shops at Tariq Road including Big Deal Shoes, Fit Rite, Defense Bakery, English Boot House, KFC and Rahmat-i-Shireen. 

The raiding party nabbed the above mentioned shop owners and managers identified as Mohammed Naveed Siddiqi, Mohammed Hanif, Mohammed Asad, Sikander, Javed Qureshi and Dawood Khan under the polythene bags Act.

The police added that separate cases were registered against the above-mentioned owners, proprietors and managers.

(The News-14, 29/04/2007)

Drive against plastic bags intensified
KARACHI, April 29: The drive against the usage of polythene bags of less than 30 microns thickness has been intensified in the metropolis, as city government officials raided several shops, superstores and markets to arrest and fine violators of the ban.


Several teams, comprising officials of the Revenue Department having magisterial powers, raided various city areas and so far, arrested some 60 traders for selling goods in polythene bags, besides imposing a fine of Rs167,000 on other violators.


Officials said that the designated teams were equipped with a device to gauge the thickness of the polythene bags, and action was being taken against only those who were using polythene bags of less than 30 microns thickness.


After the promulgation of an act called the “Sindh Prohibition of Manufacturing, Sale and Use of Polythene Bags-2006,” the city government imposed a ban on polythene bags of less than 30 microns thickness in the metropolis under section 144, under which violators would be given a three month imprisonment or a fine up to Rs50,000, or both.


Officials maintained that wholesalers have started normal supply of polythene bags of prescribed specification in the metropolis, but a number of traders were still using the old stock, which was less than 30 microns.


On the other hand, people of the metropolis were facing hardships due to the ban, as the majority of shopkeepers provided goods in plastic bags if customers spent a certain amount in their shops.


A retailer informed this reporter that he provides goods in plastic bags to those customers who spend more than Rs75 at his shop to adjust the cost of polythene bags, which, according to him, was Rs200 for a pack containing 100 plastic bags.


Sources said that the city government is considering a proposal to supply bags made of cloth and paper in the metropolis, on an experimental basis, to curb the usage of plastic bags.


The sources said that in the second phase the usage of plastic bags of 30 microns or above would also be banned in the city.


City Nazim Mustafa Kamal agreed that initially, there were some problems due to the ban on polythene bags.


“The ban was imposed in the larger interest of the people, and our aim is to free the city from polythene bags.”


He said that the problem phase would be over after the availability of other alternatives of plastic bags.


He appealed to the people to cooperate with the city government in its drive against plastic bags.

(Dawn-14, 30/04/2007)

Community participation must for a cleaner city

KARACHI, April 29: The people of Karachi whether living in posh localities or katchi abadis have one trait in common and that is throwing of garbage on streets and roads.


Despite spending billions on sanitary workers and vehicles, purchase of modern machinery, privatisation of garbage disposal system this economic hub of the country has yet to get a clean and fresh look. Heaps of garbage, chocking gutters and littered streets not only give the city an uncivilised look but also pose risks to human health and the environment.


One may blame this sorrowful state of affairs on a number of factors like rampant corruption and kickbacks, poor management and deep-rooted political influence in administrative affairs, besides there is a major missing link, the lack of community participation in garbage disposal.


The collection of waste generated by the rapidly expanding cities like Karachi is increasingly beyond the capacity and financial means of the municipal administrations. In this backdrop, it is imperative to improve collection coverage through community-based schemes involving the local communities in proper waste storage, collection, sorting, and recycling activities through information, education and motivation.


Self-help and use of community participation may, in many cases, is the only way of solving the waste collection problems. Community-based solid waste management projects are activities carried out by members of communities to clean up their neighbourhood and/or to earn an income from solid waste. Such community management is desirable for both ideological and practical reasons.

From the ideological point of view men and women take decisions regarding their own lives and from the practical point of view the service will be more efficient and effective if it is in line with the local needs and conditions, and with the priorities and capacities of the men and women concerned. Thirdly, the solid waste services will cover a larger population, if community, private as well as public resources are mobilised.


For keeping the city clean, citizens need pr0oper sanitation behaviours as well. They should fully cooperate with garbage collection teams in matters like depositing garbage to communal collection points for transfer, storing home garbage in plastic bags, bin or container; and keeping their houses and immediate environment like drains, streets in front of their houses, etc, clean. It is also recommended that citizens should classify the waste as organic and inorganic, wet and dry, keep plastic, paper etc. apart, and compost the organic fraction in own backyards.


For the success of a community-based garbage collection system, cooperation of womenfolk is essential as they are responsible for home keeping and its immediate environment clean. So disposal of waste is one of their daily tasks. Furthermore, women are the first and foremost users of urban services such as water supply, sanitation, waste collection. This role of women makes them ideal beneficiaries of solid waste management projects.


Youth also can play a special part in solid waste management. Children often help their mother with her daily tasks such as bringing waste to the communal collection point.


Karachi generates more than 10,000 metric tones of solid waste daily of which 80 to 90 per cent is recyclable but hardly half of it is lifted and shifted to landfill sites. It is said that for a relatively cleaner look of the city at least 75 per cent collection of its garbage is a must. There is no proper state-run system to recycle garbage, but informal private sector (junk-sellers and scavengers) collect recyclable garbage including paper, cardboard, glass, bones, plastics, polythene, tins, metals, rubber, waste oil, etc.


These objectives can only be achieved through education, awareness and training. The present litter-happy culture can only be changed through concerted efforts. The city government should launch a massive campaign to raise awareness about proper garbage disposal with active cooperation of the union councils.

(Dawn-14, 30/04/2007)

MAY

4 garbage transfer stations soon
KARACHI, May 8: Works for commissioning four garbage transfer stations at different sites in the city will start early next month, said sources in the city government’s solid waste management department.


It is learnt that only 40 per cent of the 8,000 tonnes of solid waste generated every day in the city is taken to two designated sites of the city government. Remaining are handled by scavengers or burnt in street corners or along the major roads, or dumped in various open fields, nullahs and creeks, causing considerable environmental and health problems and aesthetic nuisance as well.


According to a source, the sites for the proposed temporary garbage dumping have been allocated, one each in Korangi, Orangi, Mehmoodabad and Mewashah areas. Town administrations will collect solid waste from their jurisdiction and transfer those to the one of the four garbage transfer stations, added the source adding that some private parties, to be assigned soon, after due process would be made responsible to two designated landfill sites of the city government.


The government is maintaining one dumping site at Hub River Road (Gond Pass landfill) and one at Jam Chakro near Surjani Town, which are getting 1,000 tonnes and 2,000 tonnes of solid waste on daily basis. Preparations are on for establishment of another site in the east of the city, it was further added.

(Dawn-18, 09/05/2007)

Garbage burning

WHEN driving or walking along the Lahore canal every day, I am disturbed to witness piles of mostly gardening waste (fallen leaves, twigs, etc) in the green belts being set alight by sanitation / gardening staff.


This phenomenon is most visible along the canal stretch between Ferozpur Road and Punjab University New Campus.


Similar irresponsible and highly damaging practice is also prevalent within residential areas in the city in general, and along the canal in particular.


Driving or walking along the once scenic canal is no longer a pleasant experience because of the thick choking smoke which hugs the area for hours on end.


If buried in a simple pit, instead of being burnt, the mostly organic waste can be turned into valuable compost which will contribute towards enriching the soil in the green belts at hardly any cost.


The authorities concerned should take the following actions:


— Strictly enforce existing laws against waste burning by fining offenders.


— Initiate a mass awareness campaign in the media about dangers of this practice.


— Provide common-sense, low-cost and eco-friendly alternatives, e.g., compost pits.


If the authorities concerned desist from taking effective steps, the supreme Court should take suo motu action, since this is a critical public health issue.


BILAL AHMAD, Lahore

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 09/05/2007)
Over half of domestic solid waste never reaches landfill sites
KARACHI, May 22: The city generates over 8,000 metric tons of solid waste daily, but the two designated landfill sites receive less than 4,000 tons. The rest of over 4,000 tons remains littered in the streets, causing Karachi to earn the dubious distinction of one of the dirtiest cities in the world.


According to sources, the garbage remains littered around the city despite the fact that the civic agencies responsible for the removal of garbage have sufficient manpower and equipment: over 9,000 staff as well as over 600 vehicles. This litter not only causes severe environmental problems, affecting the health of the citizens, but has also resulted in the accidents of numerous PAF aircraft, caused by birds scavenging the garbage heaps for food.


Sources said that the figure of 8,000 tons is for domestic or municipal waste only. The amount of waste generated by numerous industrial zones located within and around the city, which would also consist of hazardous as well as toxic materials, is not known. Citing an example, they said that just one industrial zone generates over 1,200 tons.


The sources said that various civic agencies – including towns, cantonment boards, railways, KPT, DHA, etc — had over 470 garbage collecting vehicles, whereas the city government has also inducted 120 garbage collection trucks. Ideally speaking, if each vehicle, carrying around five tons, undertook four trips from the city to the landfill sites, approximately 12,000 tons — which is more than the garbage generated — could be removed from the city daily.


The sources cited various reasons why the garbage did not reach the landfill sites, located many kilometres away from the city. These ranged from truck drivers dumping the garbage at low-lying open spaces or open drains, to dumping the waste on people’s plots to fill the ditches, as per their requests. The staff thus saved the trips and embezzled the fuel. A genuine reason could be the breakdown of vehicles.


Many a times the sanitary staff also burnt the garbage heaps in the streets and neighbourhoods so that the area looks clean. But the deadly smoke emitted from the burning garbage affected a large number of people living not only in the vicinity but also living a long distance away, in the downward wind direction.


The sources said that scavengers also scattered the garbage heaps in neighbourhoods to collect recyclable materials. The scattered garbage includes half eaten and discarded food, which attracts all kinds of birds, including kites and vultures.


These birds fly at various altitudes and pose a great threat to aircraft, particularly while landing or during takeoff. In recent months the PAF has lost at least two aircraft, besides many less harmful collisions, a report of the PAF’s Southern Air Command says.


The sources said that in Lahore the civic agency concerned had given a contract – though unfavourable to the agency -- under which the agency delivers the garbage to the contractor free of cost at the landfill, the cost of which would be around a few billion rupees. The contractor gets the garbage separated, and the bulk of it is buried. After some time it becomes natural fertiliser, which is sold to farmers.


They said that in Karachi, the civic agency should set up a similar project so that the huge profit -- which the contractor, having the backing of an influential NWFP political family, is making in the Punjab capital -- could be earned by the civic agency. Some time back a political personality had tried to get this kind of deal in the city also, but luckily for Karachians, it could not materialise.


Responding to Dawn queries, the city government official concerned, Masood Alam, said that the city government had two landfill sites of approximately 500 acres each at Jam Chakro in Surjani Town and Goand Pass along the RCD Highway.


He said that the garbage was weighed at Jam Chakro after which it was sorted out by scavengers, who removed the recyclable materials, and the rest was buried and covered with three inches of soil. Proper lining has been done to avoid the seepage of hazardous materials, which might contaminate the subsoil aquifer.


He said that Jam Chakro received between 1,800 and 2,000 tons of garbage daily, while Goand Pass received slightly less. So approximately 4,000 tons, out of the daily generation of over 8,000 tons of garbage, reaches the landfill sites.

He said that various towns were spending more than Rs530 per ton on disposal of garbage, while the city government was spending less than Rs200 per ton.


The official said that the city government was planning to set up a few garbage transfer stations (GTS) in different locations in the city, where the garbage could be collected, recyclables could be sorted out, made compact, and then transferred to the landfill sites.


He said that a few GTS sites in Orangi, next to the fire station, Sharafi Goth along the Malir River, and Mewashah, had been identified. A new landfill site near Razakabad is also being planned. A few other sites were required and hopefully would soon be found.


He said that the available manpower and equipment seemed sufficient to collect the garbage from the city and dispose of it into the landfill site. But unfortunately a lot of garbage could be seen scattered in the streets, for which the staff is responsible. He said that a campaign would also be launched to create awareness among the people so that they did not throw garbage in the streets, but properly left it at garbage collection points in the neighbourhoods.


He said that the Lahore contractor and a few other parties – some foreign — had approached the city government with a similar proposal, but the issue remains stagnant.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-19, 23/05/2007)

JUNE

Neither here, nor there

The polythene bag ban seems to be a wavering issue, as it has neither been implemented properly, nor has it been taken anywhere forward. According to the sources, the ban should have been implemented in June 2006 last year, but because of circumstances, which government officials seem to be clearly aware of, the ban could not be fully implemented by the city government. 


According to Abdul Malik Ghauri, the Director-General of Environment Protection Agency, the ban has been made into a proper Act, and the only thing left now is for the cabinet to have a hearing before it is fully implemented. Ghauri says that it will happen by this month, but it has been delayed since several officers of the administration are “out of town”, and are therefore not present for the hearing. 


“According to Section 144, the ban has been made functional. This section deals with a ban on anything that causes harm to the public, health-wise or otherwise. The penalty has yet to be decided for the violation of this ban, but uptil now, mostly retailers have been fined and even arrested, and kept in prison for up to two or three weeks.”


Syed Mohammad Shah, from the Helpline Trust, a body that has been formed for the protection of consumers, says that the ban has not been implemented anywhere except a few areas of DHA, and that too for a very short period of time, such as a week. But he is skeptical about its practicality.


“This is not expected to be imposed for a long time, anyway,” he says, “because one cannot use bags made out of any other material other than plastic for certain goods. What about milk, and yoghurt and meat? We cannot pack these in a cloth bag, can we? And in that case, what about the packaging of bread which is in plastic bags? Are those going to be forbidden as well?”


Dr Viqar Hussain, Chairman of Geology at the University of Karachi (KU), who has worked on various environmental issues, declared lethargy on part of the government for not imposing this ban as soon as possible. He says that if Bangladesh, which is another developing country, managed to impose the ban right after it was announced, and has coped well without the plastic bags, so then Pakistan can do the same. “The ban is possible and the government should take it more seriously. If we can manufacture bags made out of biodegradable plastic, then it is a good idea. But these should definitely be banned.”


Osama Qadri, the Liaquatabad Town Nazim said that their town is trying its best to have a crackdown on those retailers who are still using polythene bags that are less than 30 microns. 


He mentioned that those workshops which are manufacturing smaller plastic bags have been closed down by the town administration, in line with the directives of the City Nazim, and people on all three levels, including manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers who are violating this rule, are being arrested or charged with a penalty.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-20, 07/06/2007)
Policy on solid waste disposal soon


KARACHI, June 7: The Sindh Minister for Local Government, Mohammed Hussain, said that a provincial level policy to improve the water supply and drainage system was in the final stages and would be presented before the Cabinet soon while a steering committee in this regard had already been formed.


He was speaking at the inauguration of a two-day workshop in connection with the solid waste and sanitation policy held under the water and sanitation programme of monitoring and evaluation cell of the local government department and the World Bank.The minister said that despite spending billions of rupees in the past by international organisations at the federal and provincial levels, no significant change could be brought in the drainage system. He deplored the non-existence of any proper strategy for waste disposal at the towns and taluka levels.


The steering committee, he pointed out, would carry out effective monitoring of the ongoing schemes in this sector and also ensure their timely execution without compromising on the quality.


He said as compared to Karachi, the situation was much worse in other districts of the province.


Speaking on the occasion, Farhan Sami of the World Bank's water and sanitation programme assured all-out support to the Sindh government.


The director of the monitoring and evaluation cell, Sikandar Panhwar, briefed the participants of the workshop about the points included in the draft policy regarding solid waste management.


CS VISIT: Sindh Chief Secretary Shakil Durrani paid a surprise visit to Central Prison Karachi on Thursday.


He inspected various wards and the prison’s kitchen to check the quality of food being prepared for the inmates.


During the visit, the chief secretary asked the convicts and under-trial prisoners about their problems as well as welfare of inmates at the children jail and women wards.


He ordered immediate shifting of a female inmate suffering from blood pressure to a hospital. The jail administration also requested the chief secretary to appoint a doctor.


Mr Durrani sought detailed reports from superintendents of male and female prisons about the inmates, their crimes, convictions, fines and other details.


He directed the health secretary to take steps for providing medical facilities to female prisoners, belonging to Zambia, Uganda, South Africa, Nigeria and other countries, involved in drug trafficking.


The chief secretary stressed the need for arranging regular visits of health experts to jail. He also visited industrial unit, Quran and computer education centre and sought details from IG Prisons about the facilities and incentives being provided to the prisoners.


Later, Mr Durrani visited Karachi Zoo. DCO Karachi Javed Hanif and other officials were also present on the occasion.


The visiting children drew the chief secretary’s attention towards the empty cages and deplored the absence of lion, leopard, rhinos, zebra, elephant and hippopotamus


The chief secretary asked the zoo management to chalk-out a plan for the improvement of the zoo. He said that services of Sri Lankan experts be sought in this regard and suggested introduction of a mini-train for children in the zoo like the one in Safari park.


In this regard a meeting of director parks, chief conservator wildlife and other officials was summoned next week.

(Dawn-19, 08/06/2007)

Levy of fee on garbage disposal shortly


KARACHI, June 13: The city government would launch a new solid waste management system in the next couple of months under which citizens would be charged certain fee for collection of garbage from their doorsteps and other municipal services.


This was disclosed at a multi-stakeholder workshop on “Solid Waste Management Sector Roadmap,” organised by the city government in collaboration with the Asian Development Bank here on Wednesday.


Addressing the workshop, Sindh Senior Minister Syed Sardar Ahmad said that the basic reason behind failure of providing proper civic services was lack of sincere, dedicated and targeted approach by the authorities and other stakeholders rather than lack of financial resources.


He urged the city government and the ADB to concentrate on short-term result-oriented programmes. He said common man must not be burdened with ‘high fees’ for solid waste collection. With appropriate budget analysis, many other sources for revenue generation such as recycling and cutting down corruption must be ensured on the management level to benefit citizens, he added.


Mr Ahmad emphasised that the city government in collaboration with the ADB and other stakeholders must devise pragmatic approach for solid waste management. He said the present city government had record available funds and better opportunities to provide civic facilities at the doorsteps of citizens.


The minister deplored lack of coordination regarding solid waste management among different authorities such as the six cantonment boards, Karachi Port Trust, Pakistan Railways and other stakeholders in the city.

The workshop raised issues related to the solid waste management such as illegal dumping sites near residential areas, toxic solid and liquid waste generated by cottage and large-scale industry, toxic hospital waste, nuclear waste by the KANUP, slaughter houses, chemical and energy content of the waste, sorting out recyclable waste at primary level and other environmental hazards related to industrial waste.


Earlier, Karachi Mega City Sustainable Development Project Director Muhammad Zakir highlighted various aspects of the Solid Waste Management Sector Roadmap. He assured technical and financial support to the city government in this regard.


He said Rs799.84 million would be given to the city government in terms of technical assistance loan, which would include Rs310.44 million for capacity building, Rs200.28 million for project preparation, Rs239.14 million for project implementation and Rs49.98 million for establishment of specialised financing vehicle.


Giving details of the Solid Waste Management Sector Roadmap, KMCD Project Coordinator Roshan Ali Shaikh said the roadmap was aimed at achieving cent per cent targets of waste reduction, recycling, collection, transfer, disposal and hazardous waste management by the year 2020.


Besides upgrading Jam Chakro and Gond Pass landfill sites, he said two new landfill sites – one at Razakabad and another along the Northern Bypass – would be set up in the next few years in a manner that no birds would fly around their to harm aircraft.


He said citizens would have to pay certain affordable fee for solid waste collection. He said the present municipal service delivery was too weak and the national regulatory framework did not function adequately.


Mr Shaikh said human resources and capacities of solid waste collecting institutions would be enhanced by improving primary waste collection, optimizing private sector involvement and engaging public.


He said two insulators owned by the city government were not able to properly dispose of the hospital waste. As part of the roadmap, he said both would be upgraded.


EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam said the city nazim had announced that citizens would not be charged until they saw positive change in their localities regarding solid waste management.


During the question and answer session, Pakistan Medical Association, Karachi, Secretary-General Dr Qaisar Sajjad said that hazardous waste of around 350 private hospitals were being dumped in residential areas and illegal dumping sites.—PPI


While all the plans sounded good in theory, the city government was at loss when asked what the cost of such a project would be, adds Samina Wahid Perozani.


After considerable probing on part of one of the participants during the question and answer session, the city government revealed that such a project would probably cost around Rs3.6 billion, which meant that citizens would have to pay about $24-25 per month, a figure that is far too high for most middle class households in the city. Even so, the city government seemed hopeful that Karachites would appreciate the project more once it was implemented properly.

(Dawn-18, 14/06/2007)

The Chandi Ghar alternative

Gul Bahao has planned to gear up its work and start the world’s first Chandi Ghar Plant in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, says a press release issued here on Thursday.


The Chandi Ghar is going to be made of used, but clean, plastic waste, like shopping bags to form Wastic Blocks - an alternative to concrete blocks. The second and more easily available component of the pre-fabricated structure is the Pana-flex Panel which uses flexed material and cardboard.


Depending on the workmanship, this kind of pre-fabricated house is strong against storms, water, insects, fire, etc. It is insulated against extreme temperatures, is easy and quick to put up, easy to dismantle and extremely cost effective.


The press release says that the Chairman of Fisher folk Forum, Mohammad Ali Shah said that that the Chandi Ghar built by Gul Bahao at Ibrahim Hyderi, a couple of months ago, has stood up against the devastating cyclone that hit the coast and is as good as it was initially.


While several of these pre-fabricated structures were sent to Mansehra at the time of the earthquake, the one at Ibrahim Hyderi is the first one to have been sold to a party in Karachi.


Gul Bahao has appealed to the public to give interest free loans and funds.

(The News-14, 29/06/2007)
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