Traffic headed for gridlock
Traffic jams made headlines almost daily in 2006. And as chaos on the roads continues to wreak havoc on Karchiites’ daily movements, it is feared the traffic crisis will intensify in 2007, with no one taking responsibility.

An enormous increase in the number of vehicles on the roads is said to be the main reason for the present crisis. In the past five years, more than 500,000 vehicles have been added to the previous fleet of 1.1 million, resulting in hours-long (at times, day-long) congestions on almost all major roads and thoroughfares.


The sudden increase in vehicles is the direct result of the growth of leasing companies and the easy installments loans offered by all the banks. But while banks were given a free hand to create a debt-ridden consumer market, the national policy makers never bothered to realise the wider impact, especially in Karachi.


Most importantly, no policy makers gave a thought to the logistic issues of 15 million citizens and the necessity of reviving and extending the circular railway network.


The delay in introducing the circular railway services has hugely multiplied problems. Every citizen, who can now afford it, now wants to buy a car or motorcycle to cover the distance from his home to workplace because of the pathetic and less than efficient road transport service.

The prime responsibility for the management of traffic flow the roads, is that of the traffic police. But they blame the crisis on dug up roads, roadside encroachments, scarcity of parking places, whereas these is also a shortage of manpower in their department albeit these shortcomings also serve as excuses to cover up for their inefficiency.


As far as dug up roads are concerned, there is no road dug up downtown of Saddar but the traffic jams are a routine throughout the day. And while removal of roadside encroachment is the responsibility of the city government, no one can encroach upon the roadside area without the blessings of the area police.


Besides, the major violators of traffic rules are drivers of commercial vehicles like buses, minibuses, coaches, trucks and trailers. Known as the ‘yellow devils’, the minibus drivers apparently are above the law, following no traffic rule. According to statistics, the share of public transport is mere 3.4 per cent in the vehicle population but their involvement in fatal accidents is more than 72 per cent.


Despite efforts of successive governments to rein in the transport mafia and launch various campaigns against traffic rule violations, the transporters (owners and operators) have managed to safeguard their collective interests, giving strike calls in retaliation. The government is always forced to succumb to their demands each time and abandon all traffic management campaigns. As a result, jumping red lights and stopping in the middle of the road is now a modus operendi of all public vehicles, with no thought given to the resultant traffic chaos. Such violations continue mainly because, insiders say, public transport and commercial vehicle drivers are never fined since their protection has allegedly been bought trough a weekly amount forwarded to the traffic police.


The traffic network can hardly improve until these irregularities are checked and the culture within the traffic police is changed. With the internal police set up in disarray due to insufficient resources there is no motivation or means available even for the dedicated policemen to work efficiently, another reason for traffic disorder. An SP of each traffic zone is responsible for repairing and managing the logistics of his force but shifting responsibility to his deputy superintendents, the issue gets side-lined as these officers are reluctant to impose fines, on ‘valuable clients’ who are beneficial to the officers’ financial needs.


However, if there is even the slightest will, a small difference can be seen in traffic management provided if all roadside encroachments are immediately removed and proper bus stops are designated for public transporters and the operators of buses, mini-buses and coaches are made to stop on the designated stops. Transfers and postings within the traffic police department should be strictly on merit with punishment issued in case of dereliction of duty.


Rules concerning prohibited parking in double and triple rows on roads in and around business and shopping centres need first to be strictly implemented. Above all, plans for the circular railway or light rail project as alternative transport options must immediately get underway to avert the growing traffic crisis. But the kind of commitment needed for such stringent steps to be executed still seems elusive, and the plaguing question that remains; will traffic management be any better in 2007?

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-13, 01/01/2007)
Traffic jams in many localities
KARACHI, Dec 31: People travelling in public and private transport means were stranded in exhausting traffic jams at various places on the eve of the Eidul Azha and New Year.


Worst of the traffic jams took place in Liaquatabad where vehicles were seen mingled with each other due to mismanagement on the part of traffic police. Intolerant behaviour of drivers of private and commercial vehicles was equally responsible for aggravation in the situation. Drivers of the vehicles carrying sacrificial animals were seen flouting traffic rules, adding to the mess. on Saturday, Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui had noticed traffic disorder and directed the acting DIG Traffic to ensure a smooth flow with special instructions to ensure that no traffic jams did occur on the occasion of Eid.


He directed the police to remove all hurdles in a smooth flow of traffic.

He also noticed hooters mounted on private vehicles, and instructed the traffic police to take action against in this regard without any discrimination. He asked people to follow traffic rules strictly and give the right of way to ambulances, often seen trapped in traffic jams, on priority.


However, the traffic police apparently turned a deaf ear to the minister’s directives and failed to manage and regulate the traffic flow at various places.

The worst situation was witnessed in Liaquatabad where the vehicles, coming from Karimabad, got stuck right from Dak Khana intersection up to the Liaquatabad flyover. Motorists were forced to take a u-turn to veer onto the wrong side to descended at Liaquatabad No.10. Many of the motorists put their vehicles in narrow lanes of Sharifabad to take an alternative route.


A similar situation witnessed on the other track of Shahrah-i-Pakistan where vehicles coming from Teen Hatti were stuck right from Nairang Cinema to Teen Hatti bridge. The impact of traffic jams in Liaquatabad was felt on various roads linking Liaquatabad and Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Nishtar Road and Jehangir Road, besides their link lanes and by-lanes.


Traffic jams were also witnessed on Tariq Road, around Hyderi Market and in Saddar, as well as on M. A. Jinnah Road intermittently.

(Dawn-13, 01/01/2007)

Hasan Square Flyover opened to traffic

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has opened Hasan Square Flyover, New MA Jinnah Road and Shahrah-e-Pakistan Road to vehicular traffic before Eid-ul-Azha. 


The formal inauguration of the flyover and other projects would be performed later. Kamal said this after opening the flyover to vehicular traffic late on Saturday. 


He said the opening of the flyover and roads is the Eid and New Year gift for the citizens. The flyover project was started in June 2006 and completed in a record time of five-and-half months. 


The New MA Jinnah Road and Shahrah-e-Pakistan Road were also opened to facilitate citizens on Eid. 


underpass closed: The Liaquatabad underpass was closed temporarily after a 48-inch diameter sewerage line was burst near it, causing accumulation of sewerage water around the underpass and surrounding areas. The KW&SB and Works and Services Departments personnel controlled the situation after making hectic efforts. 


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal visited the area and instructed the officials concerned to pump out the accumulated water on a war footing. The officials hoped that the underpass would be opened to traffic till Monday night.

(The News-4, 01/01/2006)

Minibus operators fleece passengers
KARACHI, Jan 3: Mini-bus operators had a field day during the two days of Eid, overcharging the passengers in the name of `Eidi’.


Picnickers visiting the beaches, the zoological garden and Safari Park were their particular victims. Passengers complained that they were made to pay as much as Rs10 for a normal fare of Rs7 and Rs12 instead of Rs10.


Most of the passengers paid the conductors whatever they demanded, but some of them were angry at this demand.

A group of youth told this reporter: “We also paid the extra money because most of the passengers are paying it without any hesitation.”


A conductor, when asked, said that the demand for Eidi was not new. Over the years they had been charging such extra amounts on the occasions of Eids, both Eidul Azha and Eidul Fitr.

“This has been a tradition everywhere. Even if you travel in the inter-city buses, they will ask for extra money,” said the man. But in some mini-buses heated debates were observed between conductors and passengers.


Operators of the urban transport service, however, charged the fare as mentioned on the tickets and did not ask for extra money.

(Dawn-18, 04/01/2007)

Damaged roads

MOST of the road links and traffic islands in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Karachi, have been a shambles for a long time, causing utter inconvenience to people.


Ever since development of Gulistan-i-Jauhar, the government agencies/offices like the KDA (now CDGK), KWSB and CBF have not considered the construction of proper road links, service roads, footpaths, electrification, besides roads, laying of water and sewerage lines.

The said agencies/offices have been issuing NOCs to the builders for construction of high-rise buildings without provision of basic amenities of life, including parking lots.


In fact, the roads were laid by using poor quality material. This is why roads are not good enough to sustain the impact of weight of traffic movement, nor is the drainage system working properly.


At regular intervals, the sewerage lines burst out on both sides of the Jauhar Bridge and around Jauhar Square, creating pools of dirty sewerage water on roads where thousands of residents live in flats. This is causing environmental hazards.


Besides, traffic islands in Jauhar Square are either washed away by sewerage water or broken at short intervals.

The road links in Gulistan-i-Jauhar require immediate laying of main roads, service roads, footpaths, etc.


HASAN ADIL, Malir Karachi

(Dawn-6, 05/01/2007)
First CNG bus likely in March
KARACHI, Jan 4: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Thursday said the government’s encouraging and investment-friendly policies as well as speedy uplift of infrastructure had improved Karachi’s reputation the world over.

He said that construction of 24km long elevated expressway with foreign investment would soon begin and Korean firm’s plant in Karachi for manufacturing CNG-buses was part of the same sequence.


The nazim said this while visiting Daewoo’s assembling plant in Razzaqabad adding that the government would extend all-out cooperation to investors.

He said the assembling plant had a capacity of manufacturing 3,000 CNG buses a year, which would not only provide job opportunities to locals but also benefit citizens to travel in comfortable and modern vehicles.

“We have no shortage of qualified youngsters but what they need is better opportunities. The manufacturing of CNG buses in Karachi will benefit local workers to work and learn latest technology”, he said. Mr Kamal lauded the Korean company for choosing Karachi for their venture.


The nazim said that the city government had initiated uplift projects at a fast pace, which was evident from the fact that flyovers were being constructed in record five and half months period.

He informed the foundation stone for the construction of 24-kilometer long elevated expressway was expected to be laid down. He was of the view that the project, which starts from Quaidabad and terminates at the Jinnah Bridge, Merewether Tower, would be completed within three years.


Mr Kamal said that Karachi had become a perfect choice for big investors to put their money in various sectors as uplift projects worth billion of rupees were already under way. He said the government would fully cooperate with the companies and individuals who wanted to invest in Karachi’s transport sector.

“Karachi is a huge market and any company or individual interested in investing in its transport sector would get all cooperation and benefits from us,” he said.


Earlier, the Daewoo officials briefed the city nazim on the assembling plant with a capacity to produce 3,000 CNG buses a year as well as trucks, mini-trucks and other vehicles. They said the first CNG bus would be available to ply on roads in March.

(Dawn-18, 05/01/2007)

Five injured as bus overturns

KARACHI: At least five people sustained injuries when a passenger bus overturned and fell into the Korangi River on Thursday. 


The Edhi sources said that the accident occurred when one of the tyres of route I-D bus burst near Korangi Crossing Bridge. 

The passengers, who suffered minor injuries, were identified as Waqar, Idrees, and Wahid. They were rushed to the Jinnah Hospital for treatment. The sources said that the accident occurred around 7 pm and no deaths were reported. 


CAR AND MOBILE PHONE SNATCHING: At least four cars and four motorcycles were either stolen or snatched at gunpoint from different parts of the city. 

One four-wheeler was snatched and three cars were reported stolen, while three two-wheelers were stolen and one motorcycle was snatched from various parts. 


Meanwhile, 35 citizens were deprived of their cellular phones in different incidents of crime in the last 24-hours. Some 16 mobile phones were snatched at gunpoint, 13 were stolen, and 6 cellphones were reported missing.

(The News-2, 05/01/2007)

I.I.Chundridar Road

Beautification plan facing hiccups

KARACHI: The beautification project of city’s most important thoroughfare, Chundrigar Road, has been further delayed despite the fact that the contract has been awarded to a contractor who quoted the cost to be Rs250million. 


According to sources, the contract was awarded to Al-Mehran Builders but the CDGK, after scrutinising it, has asked the contractor to do the work in Rs230 million, which the contractor refused. But, on request of the city government, the contractor has agreed to deduct Rs2.5 million from the actual cost. The completion period for the project is six months. 


The sources said all the details have been sent to the Project Director, I I Chundrigar Road, who will transfer it to the Steering Committee, State Bank of Pakistan, which is funding this project. Sources further added that the final decision, regarding the project will be taken by the Steering Committee in a meeting that is likely to be held in the next two days. When asked what would happen in the case the present contractor refused to do the work for the price given by the city govt, sources said, then, as per rules, tenders would be recalled. 


It is worth mentioning that previously FWO and some other contractor had refused to even quote the price for the project. The present contractor, Al Mehran Builders, who delayed the completion of the Nazimabad underpass to a great extent, has once again been awarded this vital project. 


An alternate route, after the closure of this road, will be decided after the contractor agrees to start the work, which will take at least a month or so. “The closure of I I Chundrigar road for vehicular traffic for eight months or a year would be an economic disaster for Karachi. Realising the importance of this road, the beautification plan should be completed in a fortnight,” said, Abdul Qadir Memon, spokesman of Khanani & Kalia International Private Ltd. He further added that the concerned people should make all possible efforts as transactions worth tens of millions of rupees take place here daily.

Manager of Glaxy Exchange (Pvt) Ltd, Muhammad Ali Motiwala, said that the business of the currency exchange company will get affected badly. He felt that before taking any such decision, the government should think of the businessmen situated along this road, who pay huge taxes.


S M Saleem, Manager of Malik Exchange Office, located at Syma Towers, while talking to The News said that SBP had written a letter asking them to make donations for the beautification project. Since they work under the SBP, they felt they were left with no choice but to give a share. Saleem said similar letters have been sent to all banks and offices dealing in currency.


Most of them claimed that, due to no parking facilities on this road, business is already suffering. Customers avoid coming here for dealing, and those who come have to face difficulties. Upon hearing this news, many of the customers got annoyed and said that they would have to park their cars too far from this area and hence would have to run the risk of carrying their cash all the way back. They said the government should make arrangements for an alternate parking lot.


Salman Latif Manager Faysal Bank said, “Yes we would be affected,” but hastily added that in corporate business usually people send their worker or draw cash online. He, too, admitted that people would face problems in carrying and depositing cash, therefore, banks should be provided a belt where customers could park their vehicle safely.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 05/01/2007)

Bidding date for intercity bus terminals extended

KARACHI: The final date for Requests For Proposals (RFP) in the much-delayed relocation of intercity bus terminals has once again been extended by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) due to what they call a lack of participation on the part of investors. 


However, the RCD terminal has finally been completed — two years after its original deadline — and buses leaving for Balochistan will now embark from there. The remaining intercity bus terminals, which were to be transferred to the Super and National highways, will continue to operate from their existing stands because of the tender process having been delayed for a second time.


In 2004, the former city government proposed transferring all intercity buses terminals to three purpose-built sites on the outskirts of the city. Work was originally slated for completion by the end of 2004, as per the instructions of Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad to the former city Nazim. However, the project was benched until work on the new RCD bus terminal at Hub was completed. 


In a previous statement, Athar Hussain, Executive District Officer (EDO), Transport and Communication Department of the city government, told The News that the contracts for the two terminals would be through tender by November 3, 2005, and the contract would be awarded under the Build Operate and Transfer (BOT) system. But, once again the final date for bids has been extended, this time until January 7, 2007.


When asked to explain the reason behind the extension in the date, the EDO said, “The project will start once the documents are bought by any company.” He also went on to say that there had been little or no response from companies. “Since we are launching the projects on beauty line basis for the first time and the fact that formerly such projects didn’t benefit the investors much, the response from the private sector is below expectations and they are hesitating to come forward,” he elaborated, adding, “There is a lack of awareness regarding this project.”


The EDO told The News that after the contract was signed construction of the terminals would take one year. “The terminals at Taj Complex, Banaras, Alkaram and Sorab Goth would be shifted to Super Highway, and those from Lee Market and Quaidabad would be transferred to Razzakabad on the National Highway,” he continued.


Substantial tracts of land, both government and private, have been seized throughout the city and are being used by the transport industry as depots for their vehicles. Residents who live in the vicinity of these terminals complain of noise, pollution and the inevitable crime that accompanies the presence of strangers. 


It may be added here that in July 2004 Dr Ishratul Ebad promised that no impediment of any kind would be tolerated in public welfare projects. After taking what he described as serious notice of illegal bus stands in the city, he also directed the former city Nazim to take immediate steps to relocate them outside the city. In return, the former city Nazim assured the governor that the bus stands would be moved within six months. However, no real progress was made within the said period.


In March 2005, the Sindh government pledged strict action following the death of three Karachi transport workers, who died in an explosion at an illegal bus terminal in January. Even the provincial home minister promised that the illegal terminals would be shut down and those involved in this business arrested. To date, no action from any quarter has been taken and bus operators continue to use illegal terminals with impunity.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 05/01/2007)

CNG bus plant part of improvement efforts

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the city government will provide complete protection to foreign investors. He said the CDGK has developed a friendly policy while the city’s infrastructure is developing at a rapid pace, which is attracting investors to the city. 
The foundation stone for the construction of the 24-kilometre-long Elevated Expressway, being built with foreign investment, is expected soon. The installation of a Daewoo plant in the city for manufacturing CNG-buses is another example of development. 

However, when the spokesman of Daewoo was contacted by The News and asked whether Daewoo had plans to install plants which could manufacture 100 or 200 CNG buses, he said “I believe so, but I’m not sure. We will very soon hold a press conference in this regard to explain all the details.”

The Nazim said this while visiting the Daewoo Assembling Plant in Razzaqabad on Thursday and added that the government welcomed investment in the city and also extended all cooperation towards them. 


Elaborating on the assembling plant, Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that it would have the capacity to manufacture 3,000 CNG buses per-year, and would not only provide job opportunities for local youngsters, but would also benefit citizens who would be able to travel in comfortable and modern vehicles — as is the policy of the City Government.
“The government desires investment as well as the transferring of technology to the city to benefit the local people, especially the engineers and technical staff. We have no lack of qualified youngsters, just a lack of proper opportunities. The technology of Daewoo would not only help in manufacturing buses in the city, but the local workers would benefit from learning the latest technology”, he said. 


He further said that the same technology is being used in developed countries around the world, and would do well for Pakistan, especially Karachi, as it would not only help boost the economy but also benefit the people. “Karachi is one of the best cities in the world for investment, as all the efforts of the City Government are focused on providing maximum facilities”, he commented.

He said the government had initiated development projects at a fast pace as flyovers are being constructed in a record period of five-and-a-half months, while the foundation stone is expected to be laid for the construction of the Elevated Expressway. The Elevated Expressway, from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge, would be completed within three years, he added.


He said the situation in the city has changed as development projects worth billions of rupees are under way and that work in the industrial zones was also proceeding at full swing. All of these projects would ease and benefit the investors, he added.
He mentioned that Karachi is a major market and any company or individual that wanted to invest in the transport sector, in order to provide maximum facilities to the citizens, would receive full cooperation and benefits from the government. 

He further asked officers of Daewoo Company to support leasing to local and international investors in order to help encourage investment in the city’s transport sector.

(The News-4, 05/01/2007)

I.I.Chundridar Road

Beautification plan facing hiccups

KARACHI: The beautification project of city’s most important thoroughfare, Chundrigar Road, has been further delayed despite the fact that the contract has been awarded to a contractor who quoted the cost to be Rs250million. 


According to sources, the contract was awarded to Al-Mehran Builders but the CDGK, after scrutinising it, has asked the contractor to do the work in Rs230 million, which the contractor refused. But, on request of the city government, the contractor has agreed to deduct Rs2.5 million from the actual cost. The completion period for the project is six months. 
The sources said all the details have been sent to the Project Director, I I Chundrigar Road, who will transfer it to the Steering Committee, State Bank of Pakistan, which is funding this project. Sources further added that the final decision, regarding the project will be taken by the Steering Committee in a meeting that is likely to be held in the next two days. When asked what would happen in the case the present contractor refused to do the work for the price given by the city govt, sources said, then, as per rules, tenders would be recalled. 


It is worth mentioning that previously FWO and some other contractor had refused to even quote the price for the project. The present contractor, Al Mehran Builders, who delayed the completion of the Nazimabad underpass to a great extent, has once again been awarded this vital project. 


An alternate route, after the closure of this road, will be decided after the contractor agrees to start the work, which will take at least a month or so. “The closure of I I Chundrigar road for vehicular traffic for eight months or a year would be an economic disaster for Karachi. Realising the importance of this road, the beautification plan should be completed in a fortnight,” said, Abdul Qadir Memon, spokesman of Khanani & Kalia International Private Ltd. He further added that the concerned people should make all possible efforts as transactions worth tens of millions of rupees take place here daily.


Manager of Glaxy Exchange (Pvt) Ltd, Muhammad Ali Motiwala, said that the business of the currency exchange company will get affected badly. He felt that before taking any such decision, the government should think of the businessmen situated along this road, who pay huge taxes.


S M Saleem, Manager of Malik Exchange Office, located at Syma Towers, while talking to The News said that SBP had written a letter asking them to make donations for the beautification project. Since they work under the SBP, they felt they were left with no choice but to give a share. Saleem said similar letters have been sent to all banks and offices dealing in currency.


Most of them claimed that, due to no parking facilities on this road, business is already suffering. Customers avoid coming here for dealing, and those who come have to face difficulties. Upon hearing this news, many of the customers got annoyed and said that they would have to park their cars too far from this area and hence would have to run the risk of carrying their cash all the way back. They said the government should make arrangements for an alternate parking lot.


Salman Latif Manager Faysal Bank said, “Yes we would be affected,” but hastily added that in corporate business usually people send their worker or draw cash online.


He, too, admitted that people would face problems in carrying and depositing cash, therefore, banks should be provided a belt where customers could park their vehicle safely.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 05/01/2007)

Work on Elevated Expressway to start soon

KARACHI: The construction of the 24-kilometer long elevated expressway from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge, Merrewether Tower would be started soon, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said Thursday while visiting a Korean vehicle manufacturing firm’s assembling plant in Razzaqabad.
The elevated expressway will be built with foreign funding, and will be completed within three years. 

The assembling plant in Razzaqabad, which has the capacity of manufacturing 3,000 CNG buses per year, as well as trucks, mini-trucks and other vehicle, is being viewed as a job-generator for unemployed youth. The first CNG bus assembled at the plant will be brought out in March.


Appreciating the firm’s decision of choosing Karachi for their assembling plant, Kamal said, “Karachi is one of the best cities in the world for investment, and the city government is making all-out efforts for facilitating investors as much as possible.”

The nazim further asked the company’s officials to network with local and international investors for contributing to other sub-sections in the city’s transportation sector, besides bus-manufacturing. 


Sewerage work inspected: Shah Faisal Town Nazim Mohammed Imran said Thursday that the town administration was working for the early completion of projects, including the laying of new sewerage lines and the replacement of old ones.


This, Imran said, would improve the sewerage system in Shah Faisal Town, as well as surrounding areas. Pipe-laying projects are underway in Union Councils 2, 3, 4 and 7 in the town. The nazim was further informed about new development schemes to be launched in other UCs in Shah Faisal Town. 


Staff report adds: “The initial documentation for the projects in UC 2, 3, 4 and 6 has begun. The tenders will be passed on February 2,” Shah Faisal Town UC-2 Nazim Muhammad Sagheer told Daily Times. “In UC-2, we have allocated Rs 5,000,000 for sewerage projects, Rs 3,000,000 for the development of roads, Rs 1,000,000 for the alleviation of katchi abadis, and Rs 500,000 for street lights. We’re working very hard for these projects, and by the end of 2007, we will have changed the face of Shah Faisal Town for the better.”

(Daily Times-B1, 05/01/2007)

Action against displaying of AFR number plates from Feb 1

KARACHI: Sindh Home Adviser Wasim Akhtar announced that a campaign against all vehicle owners using ‘Applied For Registration (AFR)-2007’ number plates would begin from February 1. Having witnessed the results of previous drives against traffic offenders, one has to wonder about the potential for success of this campaign.


Akhtar has advised such vehicle owners to obtain registration number plates from the Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) before the specified target date so as to avoid any legal action. This is chiefly because of the fact that, in the instance of a hit-and-run accident, it becomes difficult to trace a fleeing vehicle if it carries an AFR-2006 or 2007 number plate.


It may be recalled that in January 2006, a similar drive was launched, with great enthusiasm, against vehicles with tinted glass, hooters and fancy number plates. However, it ended in failure when a federal minister of state was detained after his car was found to be offending the tinted windows law.


The police were quite successful initially and held more than 500 vehicles in only one week, but, as per usual, the booking of car belonging to a reputable and influential personality marked the end of what could have otherwise been a successful campaign. 


Regarding the intervention of a provincial minister in the aforesaid matter, one of the senior traffic police officials said, “When ministers intervene in our work, it becomes difficult for the police to carry out their job efficiently.” He further added that it is the responsibility of these ministers to think about the consequences of such interventions. “Excluding people belonging to security agencies, there are no exemptions for either private vehicles or those of government officials,” he continued. 


Answering a question regarding their last campaign, he said, “In our previous campaign, the capital city police was also involved, which is one reason why we were able to detain so many vehicles that violated traffic rules.” It is safe to say that most influential people and those with considerable contacts within the government have little to fear from such campaigns. 


It is worth mentioning here that the son of a high-ranking opposition politician, and former Sindh chief minister, was also detained and then released without being charged for the same crime as that of the federal minister.


It may also be added here that ETD, Government of Sindh, had also announced that from January 1, 2006, no vehicles would be allowed on the roads if they displayed registration marks/numbers on privately-prepared number plates instead of the official prescribed number plates provided by the ETD; or if they displayed AFR plates; or if they had unauthorised personal registration marks; or were on open transfer letters and the motor vehicle tax had not been paid. All of these violations, a part of the provisions of Motor Vehicle Ordinance and Rules, are not only punishable with a fine, but can also lead to the cancellation of the registration and confiscation of the vehicle.


According to the ETD, it was to be treated as final warning, but from January to December 2006, the number of tickets issued against AFR number plates was reported to have been 3,614, which, when considering 600 new vehicles are added to Karachi’s roads per day, seems very low. Most new vehicles seem to be brought onto the roads with AFR number plates, which are a common sight today.


Although no previous campaign of this nature has ever been successful, it may be too early to predict the outcome of this latest endeavour. The results of this campaign will only be seen after the deadline of February 1, 2007.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 06/01/2007)

Beautification of Chundrigar Road facing hiccups

KARACHI: The beautification project of the city's most important thoroughfare, I I Chundrigar Road, has been further delayed. The contract had been awarded to a contractor who quoted its cost to be around Rs 250 million. 


According to sources, the contract was awarded to Al-Mehran Builders and the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), after close scrutiny, asked the contractor to do the work in Rs 230 million, which the contractor refused. But, on request of the city government, the contractor had agreed to deduct Rs 2.5 million from the actual cost. The completion period for the project was stated as six months. The contractor had delayed the completion of the Nazimabad underpass. 


Sources said that all the details had been sent to the project director of the I I Chundrigar Road, who will transfer it to the steering committee of the State Bank of Pakistan, which is funding this project. The final decision regarding the project, sources added, will be taken by the steering committee in a meeting likely to be held in the next two days.

When asked what would happen in case the present contractor refused to complete the project for the price that the CDGK was willing to pay, sources informed that as per rules, tenders would be recalled for the project.


Previously, the FWO and some other contractors had refused to even quote the price for the project. 


An alternate route, after the closure of the road, will be decided upon the contractor's agreement to start work, which would take at least a month or so.

"The closure of the I I Chundrigar Road for vehicular traffic for eight months or a year would be an economic disaster for Karachi," said Abdul Qadir Memon, spokesman of a money exchanger situated on the road. "Realising the importance of this road, the beautification plan should be completed in a fortnight!" 


Salman Latif, manager of a local bank also situated on I I Chundrigar Road, said that though they would be adversely affected, most of the customers in corporate sector made their transactions online.

Most of the shop vendors claimed that due to the unavailability of parking on the road, business was already suffering enough as customers avoid going there.


Most customers expressed annoyance when told of the beautification project of the I I Chundrigar Road and complained that they would have to park their cars too far from the area, running the risk of carrying their cash all the way back. They said that the government must make arrangements for an alternate parking lot.

(Daily Times-B1, 06/01/2007)

ADB funding study of sustainable urban transport system in Asia


ISLAMABAD: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is beginning a set of field studies of select cities across Asia to help develop blueprints for sustainable urban transport systems in the region. 


According to an ADB decision taken on Friday, the studies would be undertaken by a team of international specialists in Pakistan, Bangladesh, China, Nepal and Sri Lanka, and are expected to complete in April 2008. The result of the studies would be distributed through publications, country workshops and seminars. Backed by an ADB technical assistance grant of $1 million, the studies would identify effective investment programmes to support efficient transport systems and innovative financing options to meet future needs. 


The project is being conducted against the background of a region whose cities are increasingly under strain from the fast pace of urbanisation. While a large portion of the region’s urban population relies heavily on public transport for its daily activities, transport systems in most cities are not yet adequately developed and investments have been limited and piecemeal. Meanwhile, increases in the number and use of vehicles surpass the available road space, adding to congestion, poor road discipline and air pollution. “Efficient transport systems contribute to urban economic growth, boosting incomes and decreasing urban poverty,” says Eunkyung Kwon, an ADB principal transport specialist. “However, most urban transport systems around Asia do not take the poor into account. This is actually worsening the situation for many of the region’s urban poor, who have to travel longer distances on clogged roads. As a result, they find it even harder to break out of the cycle of poverty and are exposed to dangers on the road and air pollution.” 


Among the biggest issues facing Asian cities are poor traffic management, unregulated operation of private buses, unplanned road networks, weak coordination, and inefficient institutional frameworks. Several international and bilateral institutions and donor countries are actively involved in improving urban transport infrastructure and services in the region. The studies and activities undertaken by them are expected to promote a good grasp of best practices, issues, and constraints regarding urban transport. The ADB-funded team, taking previous and ongoing work into account as well as ADB’s experience in the sector, would conduct extensive consultations with national and municipal governments, local stakeholders and other donors for the study. 


“Experience shows that piecemeal approaches to sustainable urban development are not likely to succeed and that investments need to be supported by reforms, capacity building and innovative financing mechanisms,” Kwon said. “Also, key social and environmental concerns have to be integrated into transport planning to ensure that the benefits are felt by the poor. Therefore, Asian cities need to urgently establish a development framework that will link effective environmental management, social development and poverty reduction.”

(Daily Times-A2, 06/01/2007)

Work on 46 highways under way: minister

KARACHI, Jan 6: Federal Minister for Communications Shamim Siddiqui said on Saturday that 46 highways were under construction in the country at a cost of Rs400 billion.

He was talking to newsmen after inaugurating a seminar on `Project Management’ at a local hotel. He, however, noted that half of the on-going mega development projects had been delayed due to the absence of project management experts.

He underlined the need for project management experts and asked the organisers, the All-Pakistan Contractors’ Association and Project Management Institute to work in this direction. He said the present government had started major roads and highways projects worth billions of rupees and these would be completed by the year 2015.


We need project management experts to complete these project efficiently and in time. At present 20 to 22 projects are delayed including the most important Islamabad-Murree project, because of the lack of project management experts, he said. He said the broadening of the Karakoram Highway, M1, M4, M5, M6 M7, RCD Highway, N55 Highway and extension of the Gwadar Highway to Hub Road.


Replying to a question about the use of substandard material in the construction of Thatta Road, the minister said a departmental inquiry had been initiated on the complaint of the Sindh government.

He said if any irregularity was found, the contractor would be black-listed and departmental staff punished.

(Dawn-17, 07/01/2007)

Two killed in road accidents
KARACHI, Jan 6: Two men died in separate accidents on Saturday. An unknown man in his early 70s died in a hit-and-run accident near Submarine Chowrangi in Defence. The body was sent to a hospital for autopsy and later kept at Edhi morgue for identification.

On Mauripur Road, Mohammad Ibrahim, 40, died and his friend Zohaib, 35, suffered injuries when the motorcycle they were riding skidded. The body and the injured were shifted to a hospital.


BODY FOUND: The body of an unidentified man was found from the premises of a residential complex Al-Karam Square in Sharifabad.

Police said the man, in his late 20s, was fired a single shot in the temple.

No identity document was found from his pockets. A pistol was also found beside his body. The body was sent to a hospital for autopsy and later kept at Edhi morgue for identification.

(Dawn-19, 07/01/2007)

CDGK to revise fee structure for 21 commercialised roads

KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has decided to increase the fee structure of 21 commercialised roads from January 30 for land use charges. 

The procedure of completing all legal requirements in this regard has been started and the new fee structure will be introduced after the 30th. However, those who want to change the status of their properties on all 21 commercialised roads will be facilitated at the old rates. 


It is also mentioned that the City Council, some three years ago, had approved the resolution to commercialise 21 city roads and the owners of estates on the both sides of these roads would change the status of their land after paying a certain fee ranging from Rs1,000 to Rs8000 per square yard. The amount generated by the change of land use would be spent on the development projects in the city as well as for improving infrastructure. 


During the last three years, the prices of land have increased manifold as the city government is also spending a great amount on the development of city’s infrastructure. The proposal to raise the fee structure of change of land use, which is already very low, was presented to the City Nazim. 


The roads are: Shahrah-e-Faisal (Metropole Hotel to Malir Bridge), Tariq Road (Allahwali Chowrangi to Bahadurabad commercial area and Sindh Muslim Housing Society to Shahrah-e-Faisal, Captain Farid Bukhari Road, Rashid Minhas Road (Scheme 16, 24 & 36 from Drive-In Cinema to Shafiq Morr), University Road (Scheme 24 and 36 from Civic Centre to Safoorah Chowrangi), Shahrah-e-Pakistan (Scheme 16 from Teen Hati Bridge to Sohrab Goth), Nazimabad A Road (Lasbela Bridge to circular railway line on left side), Sher Shah Suri Road in North Nazimabad (Board Office Chowrangi to Sakhi Hassan Chowrangi on both sides, Block B-N and Block A-J), Shahrah-e-Jahangir in North Nazimabad (Blocks H to L), Khayaban-e-Iqbal (Clifton Road Bridge to Do Talwar, Two Swords), Khayaban-e-Jami (Plot ST-10 to ST-13), Khalid bin Waleed Road (Plot K-107 to 168 G. Church), Jamaluddin Afghani Road (PTV Station to Plot No. 1 adjacent to Shaheed-e-Millat), Allama Iqbal Road (Kashmir Road to Jheel Park on both sides), Sir Syed Ahmed Road (Tariq Road to Khalid bin Waleed Road on both sides), Shaheed-e-Millat Road (Haider Ali Chowrangi to Jail Chowrangi on both sides), Chaudhry Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Road (Block 8,9 Askari Market to Ch. Khaleeq-uz-Zaman Colony), Beach Avenue Road (Darakhshan Police Station to Casino Chowrangi), Khayaban-e-Saadi, Khyaban-e-Rumi, Nishtar Road (Dhoraji Road) and Alamgir Road. The city government has asked owners of land on these 21 commercialized roads and given a last chance to change their residential status into commercial on previous rates. After the approval of new rates, they will be charged revised rates.

(The News-2, 07/01/2007)

Road to XEN house eats up Rs1.2m
MURREE, Jan 7: A sum of Rs1.2 million was spent on the construction of a road allegedly leading to the house of executive engineer (roads) Rawalpindi. On the other hand, construction of an adjacent road from Daryagali to Dhaka has been left halfway due to negligence by both the contractor and the department concerned, notables of the area told Dawn during a survey.

They said about two years back the contract of the Daryagali- Dhaka road project was given to Shaukat Hayat Abbasi by the district government. The contractor handed over the work to his uncle, Afzal Abbasi who had already been blacklisted by the highway department.


On public protest, inquiries were held but no action was taken against the contractor. Rather, a bill of Rs2.3 million out of the total allocated amount of Rs4.4 million was paid to the contractor despite the fact that he had neither completed even 10 per cent of the work nor visited the site for the last about eight months.

On the other hand, a road leading to the house of Executive Engineer of the department, Farhat Muneer, was constructed in a record time and is the best among the link roads of the Murree town. When the road was damaged by landsliding soon after completion, it was reconstructed by spending a huge sum of money.


During a visit to the area, the notables including Raja Arif Abbasi, a former councillor; Javed Abbasi, Tahir Abbasi, Haji Sidiq and Waqar Abbasi said work on a road for a population of about seven thousands was not being completed, but that leading to the house of an officer of the department was constructed twice in a record time.


Local UC nazim Abid Abbasi said, “We held talks with the contractor during a local jirga and asked him to complete the project. The contractor assured the jirga that he would complete the work, but later backed out of the promise.”

The nazim said he had also asked the department concerned to take action against the contractor, but to no avail.

When the Deputy District Officer (Roads), Mukhtar Bajwa was contacted, he said the house did not belong to the executive engineer but was owned by one of his relatives and he had just provided consultation for the building of the road.


When asked that in what capacity he had provided consultancy for the project, he had no answers. Mr Bajwa said they were planning to take action against the contractor. He said the locals were holding a jirga with the contractor but it was not the responsibility of the residents to hold jirga with the contractor of the department.

The notables of the area urged the authorities concerned to take action against the contractor. They said the government should also take action against the officials of the department for using public fund for their personal interests.

(By Abid Abbasi, Dawn-5, 08/01/2007)

Traffic mess at Banaras Chowk
KARACHI, Jan 7: Owing to the negligence of traffic police, hours-long traffic jam was witnessed on Saturday night and Sunday afternoon forcing the passengers of public transport to march towards their destinations.

It was observed on Saturday night that police had parked pick-ups near Valeeka Mor and diverted traffic towards the Metroville. People intending to go to Banaras and adjacent localities had to disembark the public transport and walk on the road. Pushcarts on the road often hinder traffic at Banaras Chowk. Transport operators said traffic signals had also gone out of order and traffic police did not take interest to guide drivers.

A driver, Najamuddin, said policemen had made it a routine to spend their duty time in gossiping and as a result public had to suffer.


The same situation occurred again on Sunday afternoon and traffic had been diverted towards Metroville at Orangi No 5. People urged the government to construct a flyover at Banaras.

When asked, the police personnel told this scribe that they were trying to restore the smooth flow of traffic, but reckless drivers were non-cooperative.

(Dawn-15, 08/01/2007)

Cantt-Landhi rail track to be walled up: Rashid

KARACHI: All illegal buildings and other encroachments on railway’s property along the railway tracks would be demolished and a boundary wall would be constructed from Cannt Station to Landhi to save pedestrians from fatal accidents. 


Addressing a press conference at a local hotel on Sunday, Federal Minister for Railways, Shaikh Rashid Ahmed, said that action against the land grabbers would be started with the help of city and provincial governments.

He said that the structures of both the Cantt and City Railway Station would be brought back into their original shape and Rs22.0 million would be furnished to improve the railway system in Karachi. 

He said the Pakistan Railways (PR) would assist the city government Karachi in the process of revival of KCR and mass transit system.


When asked the reason for being delay in revival of KCR, he said: “Since a loan of $970 million had already been taken by the city government from Japanese firm and therefore, we would not interrupt the initiated work of the CDGK instead assist as an umbrella organisation in carrying out the work. 


The minister said that three more platforms would be added to the Cantonment Station Karachi, adding that the number of passengers would increase from 50,000 to 100,000 per day, as the PR has made an overall improvement of two million passengers per day during the last six months. 

He said the new air-conditioned train ëJinnah Express’, having latest facilities including dining car, coffee shop, luxury compartments, catering service, and prayer facility, would be launched from today with a special discount package. 


The new train, having 540-berth, will leave for Rawalpindi from Cantt Station today at 3pm.

“Work on Lahore-Karachi track is underway and the trains would reach either destination in just 12 hours after completion of the track.  “We are laying a new track from Kotri to Malir which would reduce a distance of 30 to 40 kilometers as compared to the existing one,” he said. The minister said the construction work of Rann Pethani Bridge was almost ready and the bridge would be opened till Jan 15.

(The News-3, 08/01/2007)

‘PR can only help CDGK with KCR’

KARACHI: Pakistan Railways (PR) can only provide umbrella support to the city district government Karachi (CDGK) for the revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), as it has already been given a $970 million Japanese loan for the project, said Federal Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed Sunday. He added that a sub office of the PR was being considered for Karachi in order to deal with the KCR and mass transit projects. Mass transit systems have been approved for eight big cities. The Mass Transit system for Karachi has been handed over to the Railways Ministry. 

(Daily Times-B1, 08/01/2007)

CM, daughter go on signal violation spree
ISLAMABAD, Jan 8: A new example of traffic rules violations and rash driving was set by the Punjab chief minister and his daughter in the federal capital. The ticket for violation of red-light was sent to CM office in Lahore after his squad refused to accept it, while his daughter accepted her ticket, Dawn has learnt.


The CM’s daughter was travelling in a car (LWQ-3347) when its driver Mohammad Afzal crossed the red-light at Faisal Chowk on Monday. The driver was served with a ticket of Rs500.


Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi’s motorcade on way to Sector F-8/3 late Saturday violated traffic signal on Margalla road, sources in the police department requesting not to be named told Dawn.


On seeing the red-light, the CM’s squad members got out and started thumping the vehicles already waiting in queues for the green light ahead of the convoy. It caused panic among the people who removed their cars aside on seeing the armed policemen around their cars.


The on-duty traffic police personnel immediately informed their highups and the Rawalpindi police officials about the traffic rules violations by the vehicles of Pindi police. The sources said while the CM’s motorcade was crossing the red-light at Zafar Chowk, several vehicles which were following the green-light narrowly escaped collision.


In the meantime, the ICT traffic staff started chasing the CM’s motorcade and finally got them at a house in G-10 sector. The CM’s squad members refused to accept the ticket and moved towards Aiwan-i-Sadr.


The traffic staff did not give up their efforts and again tried to serve the ticket on the police squad but they again refused to accept it, the sources said.


The ICT police had no option but to withdraw the ticket or sent it to the CM by mail. Finally, the ticket for Rs500 was sent to the CM office.

(By Mohammad Asghar, Dawn-5, 09/01/2007)

Quaidabad intersection remains a traffic nuisance

KARACHI: Hours long traffic jams, violation of traffic rules, intolerable pressure horns, random parking, mismanagement by traffic police and a lack of civic sense on the part of commuters are the sights one can witness at the Quaidabad intersection on a daily basis. 


The ongoing construction work of the Quaidabad flyover was already causing obstacles in traffic flow and now the extension in the work on both sides of the road, the negligent attitude of commuters and the inefficiency of the traffic police have worsened the scenario. The slow work on sewerage lines along the track from Quaidabad to Murghi Khana is chiefly to blame for the congested intersection, as the construction work has reduced the road to just one lane which at times becomes insufficient, for instance, when a motorcyclist coming from the opposite direction disrupts the flow of traffic resulting in congestion. According to area shopkeepers, the authorities dug up the road months ago, but since then no work has been done on sewerage lines.


Ambulances from either side of the road, especially ones from interior Sindh to JPMC, face extreme hardship in crossing the intersection and it usually takes them half-an-hour or more. 


Public transport, private cars and motorcyclists, violate traffic regulations on a routine basis at the intersection, while public transport especially intercity buses regularly cause traffic congestion. 


The traffic police seem helpless primarily due to the random driving by motorcyclists and public transport buses. The traffic police who are very few in number compared to the problems at the intersection, are unable to stop motorcyclists coming from the wrong direction†and they can not even make bus drivers move on without stopping in the middle of a barely two lane road.


It may be recalled here that the authorities had already instructed the traffic police to ensure a smooth flow of traffic, especially by removing all intercity buses from Quaidabad so that citizens do not face any hurdle on their way especially during Eid days.


The construction of the Quaidabad flyover, a project under Tameer-e-Karachi Programme was started in May 2005 with a cost of Rs220 million. The project has been financed by Pakistan Steel while M/S Rail Cop have been assigned the contract of the flyover which is to be completed till June 2007.


This four lane bridge once completed would ease the traffic situation to a great extent and the flow of traffic to or from up-country via National Highway will become smoother. Those who regularly commute through this intersection have high expectations from this 9.6 meter broad flyover that would be stretched to a length of 753 meters.


If on the one hand the construction of the bridge will let the vehicular traffic from Airport and Malir enjoy a free flow of traffic over the bridge to National Highway then on the other hand the Murghi Khana bus stop will get more congested as it will have to accommodate the traffic coming from the Quaidabad flyover and from Landhi and Korangi as well. Thus, traffic congestion may remain an issue at Murghi Khana followed by Malir No.15 which is even more congested than Murghi Khana. 


However, the CDGK has plans for Malir No.15, Malir Kalaboard and Malir Halt also, but until these plans are executed the traffic from National Highway to the city will remain congested at the said intersection even after the completion of the Quaidabad flyover.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 09/01/2007)

PR to start selling its land for 5-star hotels

The Pakistan Railways (PR) will start auctioning one of eight of its properties in Karachi on Tuesday for the construction of five-star hotels and plazas and 100 CNG stations, said Minister Sheikh Rashid Monday at the inauguration of the Jinnah Express Karachi-Rawalpindi service.


Rashid said if the government gave its approval, the PR property across the country would be auctioned off and would generate so much revenue that “we would be able to prepare our own budget.” He said that land belonging to the PR that has been illegally occupied should be taken back and auctioned in a transparent manner so that the revenue this generates is used to improve the railway services. PR would give 40 percent of the revenue generated from the auctions to the provinces. The PR has 100,000 kanal of land in Multan city alone and selling this would make them self-reliant. Rashid said that should the PM approve the plan, the PR would be able to run its affairs from its own pocket. 

He added that tenders for the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) will be floated in February. A summary for a mass transit survey has been sent to the PM for approval. The feasibility of the Karachi Circular Railway is ready and that of eight other railway stations across the country will be ready by December.


Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz saw off the Jinnah Express’s first train, the thirteenth new train service to be launched in six months.


The Jinnah Express, will take 20 hours to reach Rawalpindi. The PM said that Pakistan Railways represented the entire nation and would bring the people of Pakistan closer with the best train service. He said that lower-middle class people could not afford costly air travel and bus services (road transport) were not up to the mark. 

He was of the opinion that the train service would promote the interaction of the people of the provinces that would in turn promote national harmony and solidarity. Furthermore, it was a source of pride for the country that the Jinnah Express is made with indigenous technology. 


Its one-way fare is Rs 2,000 per passenger on the fully air-conditioned non-stop Jinnah Express that has a capacity for 540 passengers at a time and even boasts a beauty parlour on board. The Jinnah Express is the first service to have dining cars after a break of two decades.

There will be more improvements in 2007. The railway track would be doubled in 2007. Also, Rs 220 million has been set aside to fence Karachi’s railway lines. Three new platforms would be built at the Karachi stations, expanding the PR’s capacity from the present 50,000 passengers to 100,000 passengers. 


The new train service also has a prayer space. Also, eight Marriage Trains would be launched for wedding parties. So far, 28 of 50 stations have been computerised and another 20 would be improved soon. 


PPI adds: The PM said that the government has provided substantial funds to PR which has resulted in a drastic improvement during 2006, including new trains with updated facilities for passengers, more freight wagons, the doubling of the track between Karachi and Lahore, track dualization between Lodhran and Jhelum, besides new platforms.


Earlier, Rashid said that recently 3,500 cargo wagons were added to the fleet. In 2007, they will try and start a night train which will reach Lahore from Karachi in only 10-12 hours as opposed to the current 15-16 hours.

The track between Karachi and Lahore will be doubled by December this year, while the tender will be opened on Tuesday for work to remove the curves at Sohawa, which will reduce the travel time between Lahore and Rawalpindi by one hour.

(Daily Times-B1, 09/01/2007)

Fake number plate racket busted by ACLC

KARACHI: The Anti-Car Lifting Cell (ACLC) police have arrested two car lifters after a police encounter in North Karachi. The encounter took place in Khwaja Ajmair Nagri police limits, when the ACLC police tried to stop a pick-up during snap checking. According to the police, the pick-up riders opened fire on them, injuring one man. However, the police managed to catch the injured Munir Niazi and his aide Ashraf but their third accomplice managed to escape. The vehicle bore the license plate number CN-8185, but upon verification, the police found the number was fake. It had been stolen from Rizvia police limits the previous day. The riders had shifted the vehicle to a garage in order to tamper with the number plate’s original number reported as KB-1869. After the initial investigation, the police conducted a raid at a motor workshop in Nazir Colony and seized a number of fake registration books, original number plates, material used for tampering with the license plates, and a car that had been stolen from Taimuria police limits on December 30. The police claimed that Munir had been involved in 19 car-jacking cases and had been arrested.

(Daily Times-B1, 09/01/2007)

Malaysian firm keen to invest in KMTP
KARACHI, Jan 10: The government of Malaysia is willing to sign an agreement with the city government for the construction of Corridors II and III of the Karachi Mass Transit Project.

A delegation of a Malaysian firm, Min Consult SDN BHD, called on City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Wednesday and expressed interest on behalf of its government in signing an agreement regarding the construction of the KMTP’s Corridors II and III. The associate director of the firm, Ir Suraj Parkash, presented a detailed briefing on Corridors II and III.


However, Mr Kamal maintained that the city government would only sign agreement of Corridors II and III with the companies mentioning fares, which should be in the range of the people of the metropolis. The city government is striving to provide maximum facilities to commuters and implement the mass transit projects, he added.

He asked the Malaysian firm to submit a comprehensive report in this regard and also incorporate all financial affairs with the details of initiation and completion dates of the project.

The delegation informed him that a study was being carried out by the company for the Corridors II and III of the KMTP and requested the nazim for help it. Mr Kamal directed the city government officials concerned to provide maximum facilities to the firm so that they could complete their study.

(Dawn-18, 11/01/2007)

Illegal bus terminus in Lines Area removed
KARACHI, Jan 10: An illegal intercity bus terminus behind the Hamdard Medical Hospital in Lines Area and encroachment along the roadside up to Rainbow Centre was removed and 40 buses were impounded in an operation on Wednesday by the police on the instructions of the concerned cantonment board.


A heavy contingent of police, headed by DSP Civil Lines Kamran Rasheed, started encroachment removal operation in the morning and impounded 40 buses parked illegally besides, many pushcarts and roadside encroachment.

“We did not face any resistance and no violence broke out. We acted on the instructions of the cantonment board, which had served notices to these encroachers. We have also removed encroachment in front of the Rainbow Centre,” DSP Kamran said.


The operation to remove the illegal bus terminus was long-awaited by area people and commuters who frequently used the affected roads. However, the chief of an intercity bus operators’ association Haji Iqbal said: “We have not been informed about the removal of bus terminus. We cannot comment on the action taken to remove encroachment as it is an administrative step.”


Mr Iqbal, who appeared to be in a quandary, said: “If the government disallows the intercity bus transporters to park their buses in that area, we will take up this issue in our internal meeting and consequently we will chalk out our future course of action.”


The city government does not have a ready-to-use depot on the Super Highway for intercity buses plying on the Super Highway. The city government has inaugurated an intercity bus depot for Balochistan-bound bus operators a couple of months back and the shifting process is in progress.


EDO (Transport and Communication) Mohammad Athar said: “We have allocated 45 acres in Deh Bhitti Amri off Super Highway some 10-12 kilometres from Sohrab Goth. However, most of its part has been encroached upon. We have reclaimed 19 acres and the removal of encroachment on the remaining area is in progress.”

He said the work to construct a depot for intercity bus operators would begin after reclamation of the entire land. Mr Athar, who was unaware of the encroachment removal operation launched by a cantonment board, said the city government was trying to take back the possession of bus depots of the defunct Karachi Transport Corporation including Gulistan-i-Jauhar bus depot, Korangi bus depot, Landhi bus depot, and Model bus depot.

“We can manage to provide space to the intercity bus operators at any of the readily available space but the proper intercity bus depot off Super Highway will take time to be built,” Mr Athar added.


Rangers have occupied various bus depots like many other buildings in the metropolis. However, the spokesman for the Sindh Rangers Captain Fazal Mehmood said: “We have vacated half portion of the Gulistan-i-Jauhar bus depot and handed it over to the government. We have requested the Sindh government to allocate a proper place for us so that we can move there,” he added.

He said when Rangers came to Karachi, they did not have shelter and they had been provided places temporarily. “We have vacated 80 per cent of the occupied places after we have got a piece of land on Super Highway. We will also vacate the remaining places and buildings as soon as the Sindh government allocates the land,” he added.


Area residents, however, feared if concrete measures were not taken to accommodate the intercity bus operators at an alternative place, they would reappear.

(Dawn-19, 11/01/2007)

Chundrigar Road beautification plan a victim of uncertainty

KARACHI: The beautification project for the most important thoroughfare in Karachi, I I Chundrigar Road, seems to be in the doldrums as the officials connected with this huge project are reported to be in a state of confusion. A special meeting which will be attended by the State Bank Governor, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, and the Presidential Steering committee will be held within the next 48 hours.


A highly placed source told the News on Wednesday that answers to questions as to who would accord permission to the contractor to allow the work to be started, whether the city government is authorised to give the green signal to the contractor to start the work or reject the work, needed to be answered. At present, however, there is confusion on a number of issues confusions. 


Replying to a question as to when the contractor would get the green signal to begin the beautification work he said, that there was confusion here. The State Bank and the steering committee controlled the purse strings while the City District Government, Karachi, had to implement the work. Very recently, regarding the price quoted by the contractor, city government officials have informed the committee that re-tendering was the best option as the city government was not prepared to allow the contractor to work at a price of Rs250 million.


The project has been further delayed despite the contract having been awarded to a contractor, who tendered a cost for the plan at Rs250 million. As this is a Tameer-e-Karachi venture, the Sindh Governor has also played a vital role in the project. Sources have said there is an ugly financial dispute between the SBP and City Government as to who has the authority to supervise and coordinate the project.

Informed sources told The News that the contract has already been awarded to the AL-Mehran Builders firm, but the City Government is believed to have asked the contractor to complete the development at a final cost of Rs230 million, to which the firm has refused. The completion period of the project is said to be six months.


Sources said that all the relevant details have been sent to the Project Director I I Chundrigar Road who will forward it to the Steering Committee and the State Bank of Pakistan who are funding this project. The contractor had, at the request of the City Government, agreed to lower the price by only Rs2.5 million.


It is worth mentioning that previously the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) and another contractor had refused to even offer a quotation for this project. Al-Mehran Builder, the present contractor, had previously been awarded the contract for the Nazimabad underpass - and despite delays in completing that project the firm has once again been awarded another major project.


Sources said that after the closure of the road an alternative route will be announced. However, it will only be decided once the contractor starts the work and it will take a month for the work to commence. The majority of business people and the owners of buildings along I I Chundrigar Road have expressed concern that a situation similar to that of the Clifton underpass will develop and that their businesses will be badly affected. They also questioned that in case the beautification project gets delayed they would be left high and dry.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 11/01/2007)

Reckless driving claims three lives

KARACHI: At least three persons lost their lives in road accidents on Wednesday.

Shani, 20, suffered injuries, while his unknown 16-year-old friend got killed when a driven truck crushed them near Chandni Chowk, Saeedabad.

Muhammad Amin, 27, lost his life, when a vehicle ran over him near Baloch Colony Bridge while he was crossing the road.

Sharbat Khan, 26, a labourer and resident of Baldia Town, was killed when a vehicle hit him in Raees Goth near Ittehad Town.


FAMILY FOUND UNCONSCIOUS: A family was found in an unconscious state within Gulberg police station limits.

The police said that Khaliq Ahmed, 50, a balloon seller, went to sell balloons. On way he met a person claiming to be an Amil, who greatly influenced him. Khaliq brought that person to his house so that he could solve his problems through a taveez. The unidentified Amil gave some water and sweets to the family to eat and also gave Rosary to the family and ordered them to sit in separate rooms and started his versions. After a few minutes, the family became unconscious and the accused Amil looted cash and jewellery and fled. 


Man dies: A man was killed in Bin Qasim police limits. 

The police said they received information that a man was lying dead in a car ALV-434 near Ghaggar Phattak. The police shifted the body to the hospital. Police said the deceased was identified as Aga Ghulam Ali, 30, a resident of Gizri, and owner of Aga Juice Centre. 

The eyewitnesses said that Ghulam’s car stopped near Ghaggar Phattak and soon after they heard a gunshot. But they didn’t saw any person fleeing from the scene. 

The police stated the pistol which they recovered from the spot belonged to Aga, but they were not sure whether he committed suicide or someone else killed him.

(The News-3, 11/01/2007)

Army helps CDGK seize 52 buses from Taj Complex terminal


KARACHI: The law enforcement agencies, including police, army and rangers, in collaboration with the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), seized 52 intercity buses during an anti-encroachment drive near MA Jinnah Road Wednesday.

The CDGK anti-encroachment team demolished dozens of booking offices of intercity bus companies and other encroachments near Taj Medical Complex. During the drive, army jawans seized 50 buses that were parked alongside the road.


The drive was started at rush hour and a number of parked buses were packed with passengers and ready to leave for their destinations. The passengers were escorted off the buses. Some passengers complained they had lost their baggage, as members of the anti-encroachment team did not allow them to look for their bags.


Some of the buses seized by the team were loaded with goods that were booked for upcountry destinations. The CDGK team also demolished several workshops, puncture shops, cabins and two buses that were parked at a workshop for repairs. The booking offices demolished by the CDGK team included those of Karachi Coach, National Police Foundation, Pakistan Coach, Blue Line and Shandar Coach. 

This area has one of the biggest unauthorized bus terminals in the city. More than 18 bus companies operate there and at least 500 buses depart for different areas of the country daily, except for Balochistan. 


This is not the first time that an anti-encroachment drive was initiated in the area but it is the first time that no arrests were made. The LEAs used to previously seize the vehicles and take them to an empty plot near Kala Pul. The vehicles are reportedly under the control of army officials. 


Jamshed Town Naib Nazim Zia, who supervised the CDGK team, told Daily Times that they had been negotiating with owners of the bus companies operating from the area for the last 16 months. He said that they had given several notices to the companies and also offered alternative an ground for the bus terminal. 


The unauthorized bus terminal was causing regular traffic jams in the area as people use the road as an alternative route to reach Saddar, Shahra-e-Faisal and Clifton. Two hospitals and three educational institutes are also located on the road. 


Zia said that the CDGK had approved a plan for the construction of a highway standard road at an estimated cost of Rs 25 million and the encroachment was a major hurdle in the way of this project. 


Sindh Air-conditioned Buses Owners Association President Malik Riaz said that they were paying parking fees for the buses and rent for the shops, in which booking offices were set up, to the cantonment administration via contractor Khalid Khan.


He threatened to call a countrywide strike if the seized vehicles were not released without any fine. The CDGK had offered us a place but did not take any practical steps, he said.

(Daily Times-B1, 11/01/2007)

Pakhtoon Action Committee and Sindh govt talks: 

‘Govt to pay us Rs 20m for 1995 damages’


KARACHI: The Pakhtoon Action Committee (Loya Jirga) has claimed that the Sindh government has agreed to compensate it Rs 200,000 per bus for those destroyed or damaged in the riots of 1995. The amount would roughly come to Rs 20.8 million for 104 buses.


The Loya Jirga, that claims to represent the Pashto-speaking people of Karachi, has been lobbying for their rights, especially those of transporters in the city. “In the 1995 riots about 104 of our buses were burnt,” said Amir Nawab who represented the Loya Jirga in talks with the Sindh government officials on Wednesday with Provincial Secretary Transport Nasir Hayat in chair at the office of the DIG Operations. Nawab said that the Loya Jirga would present a list of the damages to the Sindh government in the next two weeks following which they would be compensated within a month.


The Loya Jirga shut the city down in violent protests in December over several issues and threatened to do the same a few days ago if the government did not listen to them. “The government also agreed to another demand of ours,” Nawab added. “In the 2005 local government elections, the police and administration used our vehicles for which we were not paid. The Sindh government has agreed to compensate us for this also.”


CCPO Karachi Tariq Jamil, DCO Fazlur Rehman, DIG Traffic Falak Khurshid, and representatives of transporters bodies attended the meeting. Several other issues were unanimously resolved in the meeting while the participants agreed to resolve the remaining ones in further talks.

(By Razzak Abro, Daily Times-B1, 11/01/2007)

Expressway project suffers cost overrun

KARACHI: The ground-breaking ceremony of the 24-km elevated expressway from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad, previously fixed for August last year, is yet to be announced despite several technical meetings held under the chairmanship of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. 

The cost of the project has gone from US $350 million to $500 million, informed sources told The News exclusively. Sources said it is now expected that the ceremony will take place by February this year.


Sources close to the project said now ‘Annuity’ basis loan will be evaluated and then the concession period will be given to the firm. The completion period of this huge project is three to four years.


It is worth mentioning that earlier, when the agreement took place, newsmen were informed that the elevated expressway was being built on BOT basis by the Malaysian firm, and for one year they will collect the toll tax as per agreement by the City Government.


Replying to a question, sources said the cost of the project increased due to some amendments. He said there was a single lane from Merewether Tower to PIDC, but that technical/designing experts have now made them into two lanes. Some other changes have also been made. The groundbreaking ceremony was to take place in August 2006, but has been postponed for six months.


Informed sources said that, similarly, the construction of the IT tower, which City Nazim had claimed was a huge foreign collaboration investment, hangs in the balance. Nothing is visible in this regard nor has the City Nazim hinted when it would be initiated. IJM Corporation, who has been awarded the contract, said all the designing work is almost complete now it is up to city government officials to notify the places where the piling work could begin. City Government officials are keeping their fingers crossed over this huge project. 


Officials of IJM Corporation, at their office at Sharah-e-Faisal, were not available to comment on the project. Sources at the company said they were asked not to talk to the media in this regard by the City Nazim. 


Sources told The News exclusively that the ground work, including the piling for the 24 kilometre elevated expressway, is yet to start and all kinds of surveys, including topographical and traffic surveys, have been done. 


The Elevated Expressway is the biggest project in Karachi by any foreign firm. Recently, IJM corporation officials, along with City government EDOs gave a presentation to the City Nazim here at a local hotel. 


To start this work, instructions were given by the Malaysian experts of IJM Corporation, who came to Karachi and met the Nazim recently. They sorted out technical hurdles the project was facing. This was disclosed to this reporter by an IJM Corporation official in Karachi, who wanted to remain anonymous. 

He said as this is a highly technical process, now tenders would be floated for the firms to hold soil testing of the specified area, which is very important in order to determine the load capacity of the soil.

He said after this they would start structural designing and the feasibility of the plan and hoped that by August this year piling would start on different spots of Shahrah-e-Faisal. 


Sources said it would be premature at this stage to comment on the project in detail but one thing should be known to the citizens: IJM is one of the biggest construction companies in Malaysia, and is capable of handling this huge project. Priority would be given to hiring local engineers and skilled workers, although some experts would be brought in from Malaysia.


Replying to a question at the office in Karachi, the source said it would be difficult to say as to how many people at the local level would be hired. However, local people would be given preference, he stressed. The project includes the construction of a 24-kilometre long and 25-metre wide expressway having three lanes on each side. 


The project, which initially cost US $ 225 million, will be constructed in three years time. Six interchanges will be provided on the expressway, namely: Quaidabad Intersection, Star gate, HIR road, Shara-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole and Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty).

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 12/01/2007)

Bus termini in Saddar given new lease of life

KARACHI: The provincial government on Thursday allowed inter-city bus operators to continue their operations in Saddar and Taj Complex area, one day after a massive operation was carried out to end these ‘illegal’ termini. 


A joint team of Jamshed Town and Cantonment Board on Wednesday closed down illegal bus terminals near Taj Complex and Saddar area under the supervision of acting town Nazim, Ziauddin Jamal and TMO Noman Arshid. 


The town administration had also issued repeated notices to the bus owners to end their operations after holding meetings with the operators (bus owners) few months back. In the meetings the bus owners had assured the town administration that they would voluntarily vacate the termini but backed out of their promise. 


The students of a nearby girls’ school also face difficulties in their movement due to these termini. Constant traffic jams in the area have added to the problems of emergency patients and ambulances. 


On Thursday, a delegation of the ‘affected’ bus owners held a meeting with Sindh Governor, Corps Commander Sindh and Sindh Transport Minister. After holding ‘successful’ talks, the authorities decided to allow the bus owners to continue their operations from the termini till they were provided an alternative bus terminal. The governor also ordered to release 60 impounded buses and others belongings.

(The News-2, 12/01/2007)

Illegal bus terminus re-appears in 48 hours
KARACHI, Jan 12: The illegal inter-city bus stands behind Hamdard Medical Hospital in Lines Area, Saddar that were removed by the Karachi Cantonment Board administration with the help of the police on Wednesday morning, reappeared on Friday.


The police impounded 40 buses in the operation against the illegal intercity bus terminus in Lines Area.

During the campaign, the police also removed pushcarts and other encroachments on the pavement and the roads right from Hamdard Medical Hospital to Rainbow Centre.


After the operation, the intercity bus operators lodged a protest and held a press conference the same day terming the operation an injustice. The bus operators said that they had paid a fee for parking their buses in the area to the cantonment board.


The operators said they had warned the cantonment officials of legal action if they were stopped from parking their vehicles. They also claimed that the government had promised them a proper operational bus depot on the outskirts of the city before closing the illegal terminal.


After the bus operators’ press conference and threats to the administration, the Karachi Cantonment Board officials seemed to have softened their earlier aggressive stance taken on Wednesday. Consequently, the intercity bus operators reappeared and parked their large buses in the same area within 48 hours.


The police when contacted said they were unaware the buses had reappeared and parked in the area. They said they had taken the action on the instructions of the cantonment board and if it had allowed them to park buses, the police could do nothing as it was the jurisdiction of the cantonment board. No version was available from the cantonment board as no official could be contacted.


The city government which is supposed to have an inter-city bus depot operational on the Super Highway has been unable to do so for a variety of reasons. One of them is some of the land earmarked for the depots was in the use of the rangers. However, a spokesman for the rangers said they had vacated half of the plot earmarked for the Gulistan-i-Jauhar bus depot and handed it over to the government. He said the rangers had requested the Sindh government to allocate land to them for the agency’s use.


Meanwhile, the sufferers as always are the citizens and residents who say reappearance of intercity buses will return them to the miserable conditions they were living in before.

(Dawn-17, 13/01/2007)

Constructing wall along railway tracks 

Will it bring safety or misery for the poor?

KARACHI: The plan to construct wall along railway tracks from City Station to Landhi is definitely a step in the right direction. Announced by Sheikh Rasheed, this plan is meant for the safety of citizens, as the step would lay a gap between the tracks and the wall of at least a hundred feet. The areas through which this wall will be passing along the tracks will include Umar Colony, Shah Faisal Colony, and a bazaar under the Quaidabad Bridge at Landhi junction. 


On the surface, it seems as if this is a step towards development, but underneath, the situation resembles to that of the humdrum caused by the Lyari Expressway Resettlement (LER) Project, because in this scheme too, for the wall to be built, the settlements near the railway lines have to be demolished. Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rasheed has not elaborated on any such resettlement plan except this that the CDGK will be responsible for the removal and resettlement of the Kutchi Abadis. Once again, even if it may be assumed that such a plan does spring off within six months, it is still uncertain where these people will be accommodated, and as far as the LER scheme shows, those in charge of this, too, will surely indulge in corrupt dealings, with officers cheating on the allotment of land by simply digesting money and not really giving out plots. 


Karachi’s District Superintendent of Railways, Mir Mohammad Khaskhelly, says that the Ministry of Railways has already ordered for work in connection with the new scheme to be organized, but no finalization of the plan is ready yet, as the staff is still waiting for the running orders from the Railways Headquarters based in Lahore. Khaskhelly says they have been sanctioned Rs. 1 crore for this project, and that it is to start immediately. 


Manzoor Razi, the central President of the Railway Workers’ Federation and also an ex-employee of Pakistan Railways, says that it is not likely that the work would start off so early. He says the pace of work is very slow, as little attention is paid to the railway in Pakistan, even though it is known that the railway earns around Rs 3 to 4 crore per day from passengers and freight and around Rs 7 to 8 crore in the whole of Pakistan, but nobody knows where this money goes. None of it, however, is spent on the employees’ benefits, or is used to any advantage to the Pakistan Railways. Neither do the people belonging to the settlements pay any taxes or money yet they live on land belonging to the railways. They do, however, pay extortion money to the police or the KMC officials who come for inspection.


The settlements have sprung up all along the railway tracks and have exceeded more than 50 feet from the original wall, which has now been broken by these occupants in order to accommodate their houses. Some live in simple ‘jhuggis’, whereas others have plastered their houses with bricks and cement. However, the fact of the matter is that these people sometimes spill over too close to the tracks, which is highly dangerous. Small tea shacks have spread their tables out near the tracks and sometimes children as young as two or even less play dangerously close by, at a distance of only inches away from the tracks. Accidents often occur as a result of this. 


It is not only children, but also the occupants’ untended animals such as goats and cows, that have often been killed this way, by train crossing. Also if ever a train derails, it will have an immediate and direct consequence on these dwellers, since they live literally only a few yards away. 

These people mostly belong to the Northern Areas and Punjab, who migrated in large numbers in the late seventies. They have now lived for over generations and the place has become home for them. They refuse to budge. They would pay an extortion of Rs 200 to 300 but they would not think of shifting to another place.


Shah, who hails from Attock and owns a small shop, says he earns around seventy or eighty rupees a day. His argument for occupying land illegally is not plausible, but he says he is poor and cannot do much else. He smiles wryly as he says, “What can we do, when the officials come to remove us, we will take leave of this place. Who asks about us anyway? We are simply nomads.”


Rehman also says similar thing. Being the owner of a public call office he too earns around a 100 rupees. “We have no other place to go. We came to Karachi to seek employment, and there was no place for us to live. If these people will remove us, we will have to go, what other choice do we have?”


These people, so distraught by economic frustrations, and being completely uneducated, are totally unaware of the law of the country. They know they are in the wrong only because the police remove them, when someone important is to pass by. The tents and removable cabins are moved to another place in the area, such as what was done when the Prime Minister made a recent visit near the Landhi station. Later, they shifted back to their original locations. It may also be important to note that these people are so low on the socio-economic ladder that they feel or perhaps simply accept that they hardly matter to government officials.


They seem to accept this naturally that their plight in decision making do not count, and that the decisions are made by those on top and they merely have to obey. Such is the lack of awareness in these areas.


Possibly, however, they may even feel alienated, because Rehman becomes slightly aggressive when he says, “Just because I am from Mardan, does it mean that I am not a Pakistani citizen? My grandfather came here and I have born here. This is my home now”.


Rehman’s self-defensiveness should not be waived aside. These people have to be incorporated in Karachi for being part of the city for so long. But a lot of spadework has to be done for these people, with the provision of education and awareness being on top of the list. But besides the basic amenities needed to live, people like Rehman have first to be given shelter. Development occurs only when there is a change in society that is beneficial to the people of that society. Merely by saying that the CDGK is to demolish these squatter settlements, is not enough. 


Razi says that schemes such as these have often been planned but have never really been implemented. In fact, the accountability of the money spent on this project should be made clear to everyone concerned, and top Railways officials should take no commission for this project.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-3, 13/01/2007)

Intercity bus stops to be moved outside city

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Transport Adil Siddiqui has said that the government has decided to shift all illegal intercity bus terminals to the outskirts of the city. Bus operators would be provided alternative sites for their operations. 

In a statement Friday, he said that arrangements were being made to establish two modern bus terminals at the Super and National highways.


The minister said that the illegal intercity bus terminals were causing regular traffic jams, pollution and encroachments. To resolve these problems, a bus terminal had been set up at RCD Highway, Yousuf Goth, for the operation of Balochistan-bound buses while the bus stands for Sindh, Punjab and other areas of the country will be established in Deh Bitti Aamri near Super Highway.


He said that another bus terminal would be established in Razaqabad near the National Highway. All basic facilities, including a booking office, restaurants, waiting lounges, parking sites, mosques and medical centers, would be provided to the transporters.


Encroachments on 19 acres of land near the Super Highway were removed and work for valuations was underway. The minister said that the government was negotiating with transporters and other stakeholders.

(Daily Times-B1, 13/01/2007)

Lal Kothi pedestrian bridge delayed by a year

KARACHI: Inter-departmental squabbling and slow pace of work on the part of the contractors of Lal Kothi pedestrian bridge have delayed the project by more than a year.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) in January 2005 gave contracts to three private companies namely United Construction, Gujrat Steel and ARMEDA, a road advertising company and asked them to complete seven pedestrian bridges in two years in such a way that three bridges including Lal-Kothi Pedestrian Bridge were to be completed till December 2005 and the rest by December 2006. However, the project has been delayed for several reasons.


It may be worth mentioning that three other pedestrian bridges on Sharea Faisal were also started by the same companies and they have been completed while Lal Kothi Bridge is still under construction chiefly due to the hindrances in construction work by other civic departments. 


The concerned officials from the CDGK say that the delay is being caused by other civic departments, mainly Parks and Horticulture Department (PHD), KESC, and KW&SB. “The staff of the PHD created hurdles in our work and did not let us carry on our work for the time being,” said Amir Husain, District Officer (DO) Road Safety Education, CDGK. He adds, “We sent them letters in which we mentioned that it is a project of public welfare and should not be stopped.” He said that they objected because of the trees that had to be felled since the grill (fence) was to be installed in the centre to stop people from crossing the road underneath the bridge.


Husain told The News that owners of a famous commercial building behind the under- construction bridge also filed a case against them for they said the construction of this bridge would lessen their market value and the view of the building would be blocked. “We filed a counter-affidavit and fought the case against them,” the DO stated, adding, “If we were to delay the project why would we fight the case and convince the other civic departments for the construction of this project.”


Husain also said that when they designed the bridge, special care was taken, both technically and economically, about each and every matter associated with its construction and there is no fault in the design. “The KESC also caused suspension of work because they had an objection to the foundation of the bridge, arguing that an extra high tension line was passing under the service lane near the bridge,” said Husain. “They thought that there may be a problem for them in future if they had to undertake renovation or maintenance work because they will not be able to dig up,” he added. Husain further said that they had also convinced the officials of KESC that the construction would not cause any hurdles in their work. 


When asked to comment on the slow work by the contractors, he said, “We have lessened the scope of contractors as per agreement with the CDGK.” He said that initially these companies were given an exemption from the tax because they were working on the projects of public welfare but the delay would cost them.


“We can take action against them any time because the deadline of December 30th has gone past,” he continued and added that they had to be a little lenient with these contractors since they initiated the project and they have made investment and after all the project is meant for the good of public.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 14/01/2007)

Chundrigar Road contractor backs out on price dispute

KARACHI: Following a conflict between the city government and the steering committee of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the city government has invited tenders all over again for the beautification of the most important Karachi thoroughfare, the II Chundrigar Road, and the last date for the submission of bids is January 27.

The steering committee has decided to convene a meeting of the high-ups, including Governor State Bank of Pakistan Shamshad Akhtar, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and President Steering Committee Shaukat Tareen to decide finally as to who would accord permission to the proposed contractor to commence the work.


The beautification plan includes the stretch of the road from the Shaheen Complex to Merewether Tower.

The city government has already informed the steering committee that there is no option but to re-invite tenders as the present contractor has refused to accept the price offered by the city government.


The Frontier Works Organisation has already refused to participate. Al-Mehran Builder is out because he expressed his inability to lower his cost to the extent that the GDGK wanted.


Consequently, the beautification of I I Chundrigar road is likely to be in doldrums on account of total confusion among officialdom.


Informed sources told The News that the contract had been awarded to Al-Mehran Builders but the city government, after scrutiny, had asked the contractor to do accomplish the job within Rs230 million something over which the latter expressed his inability.

The contractor on the request of the city government had agreed to a rebate of Rs2.5 million only which was not acceptable to the CDGK.


Sources said the alternative route after the closure of this road would be decided after the contractor agreed to work and it would take him about a month to start the work. 


The closure of Chundrigar Road to vehicular traffic for eight months or a year, observers feel, would be an economic disaster for Karachi and they should complete this important and vital road in a fortnight. This is the 2Ist century 


Abdul Qadir Memon, spokesman for Khanani & Kalia International (Private) Ltd, says they should work day and night complete this important road within 15 days as this is 21st century. 

We are not living in the 16th century. They, he said, would be worst affected as transactions worth tens of millions of rupees took place daily.

Many of the customers standing at these currency dealers on hearing of the closure were annoyed and one of them said, “We have parked our cars too far form this area and incur a real risk carrying cash all the way. The government should make some alternative parking lot.


Shahid Yaqub Marketing Manager of Al Huda Travels office located at SYMA towers said due to closure of vehicular traffic for eight months they would be worst affected. He expressed apprehension that prospective clients would shy away from coming over to them once the road is closed.

He said their peak business seasons were Haj and Umra. Why he queried, would intending pilgrims taking the trouble of walking over to our offices.


Huma Lawns proprietor Shah Mohammed Zia, on being informed of the closure, said, “Do you want us to wind up?


Zia deals in arranging marriage parties and other events.


Salman Latif Manager Faysal Bank when informed about the closure of road , he said yes we would be affected , but added hastily that in corporate business , usually people send their worker or draw cash on Online.


Salman admitted that we would have some problem in cash carrying and deposit, as vehicle has to get some space for parking opposite the bank , some belt for banks should be provided to banks where they could park their vehicle easy and safe.


Arif Rasheed President Boulton Market Traders Association and Vice-President, Pakistan Plastic Manufacturers’ Association on a similar information said there was no problem in beautification of I I Chundrigar road, but government should have developed consensus with the stake holders and businessmen of this road, they play a vital role in boosting trade and economic activity.

He said long time back , some person of SBP called us and said beautification is being done of I I Chundrigar road, Arif said at least they should take us in confidence than take any decision they like.


Arif pointed out that opposite my office it is The News they would also be affected and he was in the same boat, Arif further pointed out that adjacent to I I Chundrigar road there are about 100 factories , they will also be badly affected.


Same is the situation of hotels said one of the hotel owner and also the vendors. Hundreds of thousands of people arrive at I I Chundrigar road daily and there was an intake of food worth millions of rupees daily.

It is worth mentioning that majority of the office owners on I I Chundrigar Road said that the government should immediately designate an alternative route and expressed their fear of a situation similar to that of the Clifton underpass arising.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 14/01/2007)

Demand for driving licenses surges

KARACHI: The demand for driving licences has dramatically increased in recent years due to a huge increase in the number of vehicles in the city. 


However, obtaining a licence by fair means is a rare occurrence as most candidates use references from influential people or consult brokers, despite the fact that the licensing authority of the city has eased the process to a great extent. 


People go to brokers since they fear that the traffic police will deliberately fail them in the test, at least once, in order to issue a ticket of Rs200 for a further attempt.


During the last couple of months, the process for obtaining a driving licence has been made much simpler and easier for citizens. Unlike in the past, one can observe that the staff, especially the information desk at the Driving Licence (DL) Head Office, Clifton, has been very cooperative and they guide candidates properly through the entire procedure. 


Compared to the past, the environment inside the DL Office, Clifton, has improved to a considerable degree.

The message from the DL office is that the public should obtain their licences by dealing directly with the DL office and avoid brokers who charge extra money. 

It is worth mentioning here that even though some candidates may sense that they have had a bad experience, they are free to approach the higher officials if they feel that they were failed for the wrong reasons.


Hassan Khalid, a university student, told The News that even though he did not have a pleasant experience at the DL office, he still managed to get his driving licence. 

“Apart from everyone’s cooperation, there are a couple of things that made me wonder as to why the officer, who behaved so gently, failed me in the theory despite the fact my test had gone well,” he continued.


Hassan, pointing to the discrepancy that he experienced, said that there was a difference between the book that he had purchased from the DL office and the one held by the examiner. 

“The officer asked five questions which included two signs that were not mentioned in the book that I had,” he lamented, adding, “When I tried to argue on that point, he did not answer me properly.” Hassan further stated that he answered three questions correctly and the remaining two were not present in his book. “I came across only two signs that were missing in the book but who knows if more signs were missing,” he remarked.


Finally, I went to the DSP and explained everything to him after which he cleared me and asked for the driving test,” he elaborated. “After giving my driving test I got the licence,” he added. 


Hassan was confident enough to challenge the decision of the officer who conducted his test; therefore he went directly to the DSP. But there are many who prefer to use brokers to get their licence due to a fear of not passing the test.


Although there are no brokers in front of the DL office, one can find them with little effort in surrounding streets. 

It is worth mentioning here that the public is being cheated by these brokers, and by other vendors, who offer various materials and services in the streets nearby. For example, the traffic signs manual, which is supposed to be sold for Rs1, is being sold at Rs10; the application form is being sold for Rs10 outside the office, while it is free of charge inside. 


Similarly, the medical from any doctor costs Rs50 while one can get it for Rs40 inside the office; even a single photocopy of your NIC, which can be obtained for just 1 rupee inside, costs Rs3 outside the branch.


Interestingly, one can still find some brokers who say that they can get the licence issued on the same day even if the candidate fails in the test, but they charge twice as much as the original licence fee. 


Although the environment inside the office has undergone a sea-change, the general feeling is that there is still a need for authorities to remove the brokers who continue to help people obtain their licences through unfair means. 

In the end, it may be said that since the licensing authority is making an effort to cooperate with the public, the people, too, should reciprocate this cooperation in order to make the entire process transparent and fair.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 15/01/2007)

Residents upset at authorities’ retreat on terminus issue

KARACHI: The restoration of bus terminus and booking offices in Lines Area has once again disturbed residents and commuters of the vicinity who had been waiting for the removal of big buses from their locality for long.

“We are disappointed with the restoration, as these buses have made our lives miserable,” said Rafiq Khan, a distressed resident of the Lines Area who complained of noise, pollution and the presence of unsavoury characters around these terminals.


“These big buses, randomly parked, are hazardous to us,” said another resident, Mukhtiar Ahmed. He added that the buses make a lot of noise, especially at night. Added to that, the roads are bad, and the situation is just terrible altogether.


Mukhtiar, who works at a medical centre nearby, said that when a bus enters or leaves their locality, it hinders the flow of traffic — especially while taking a turn. Sometimes it takes them more than 10 minutes to finally set off for their destination or park it in the desired area.


The two, in fact, echo the views of almost all the residents of the area.


Although the government has found a solution for all these terminals in the form of a main bus terminus at Super Highway, many are not convinced with this decision. They recommend that these termini shouldn’t be moved too far from the city centre, as it wouldn’t be feasible for the poor passengers, who would have to pay double fare for their journeys.

“The government should arrange an inner city terminus. Otherwise passengers will have to suffer in terms of time and money,” said another resident of the area, adding that the poor man cannot afford first to pay the taxi fare to reach the terminus, and then the bus fare for his final destination.


President of Sindh Air-conditioned Buses Owners Association, Malik Riaz also said that they have suggested on numerous occasions that the authorities utilise vacant areas within the city for this purpose.

He said that every government makes plans that do no come to fruition. The previous government had also assured us that they would build four termini within the city; mainly at Gutter Baghicha and at Korangi, but the commitment wasn’t fulfilled.


People who live around these horrible bus termini once again are left with no other option but to wait until these buses are moved from there.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-4, 15/01/2007)

Petrol, diesel prices cut
ISLAMABAD, Jan 15: The government on Monday slashed petrol and diesel prices by 6.93 and 2.66 per cent (i.e. Rs4 and Rs1.03 per litre) respectively as the international crude prices declined by over 35 per cent to $50.24 per barrel from a peak of $79 a few months ago.

A decision to this effect was taken at a meeting presided over by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz and attended by relevant ministers and secretaries.


The prime minister also had a meeting with President General Pervez Musharraf on the issue, informed sources said.


Official sources told Dawn that the crude prices in the Arab-Gulf region averaged $53.87 per barrel during the previous fortnight and stood at $50.24 per barrel on Monday.

A source at the Prime Minister Secretariat said the petroleum ministry had proposed a reduction of Rs3 and Rs1 per litre for petrol and diesel respectively.


Interestingly, the prices of high speed diesel are totally deregulated. The Prime Minister Secretariat announced reduction in HSD prices but the notification issued by the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) did not mention any reduction in its prices while keeping the light diesel prices unchanged.


Secretary Petroleum Ahmad Waqar was not available to explain.


The ex-depot prices of petrol have now been cut by Rs4 per litre to Rs53.70 from Rs57.70 per litre, showing a fall of 6.93 per cent. Similarly, the diesel prices have been reduced by Rs1.03 per litre to Rs37.70 from Rs38.73, down by 2.66 per cent.


The official sources said the oil marketing companies and dealers would together face about 30 paisa per litre and eight paisa per litre on petrol and diesel as inventory losses on their existing stocks while the government’s revenue would decline by Rs550 million.

An oil industry source said the decision was based more on political reasons linked to the forthcoming general elections rather than commercial fundamentals. He said on commercial basis the reduction should have been made about two months ago and there was still more room for price cut, particularly on diesel that had a real impact on transportation costs and overall economy. He did not foresee any reduction in transport fares.


The prices of high octane blending component (HOBC), kerosene and light diesel oil remained unchanged at the existing level. The government would continue providing Rs1.10 per litre and three paisa per litre subsidy on kerosene and light diesel respectively.


The government has yet to clear about Rs12 billion payable to oil marketing companies and refineries on account of outstanding petroleum differential claims.


The petroleum prices were last reduced in March 2004 within a range of 5-10 paisa per litre when petrol and diesel prices stood at Rs34.75 and Rs19.45 per litre respectively. Since then, the prices staged a steady increase to reach Rs57.70 and Rs38.73 per litre in May 2006, showing an increase of 66 per cent and 99 per cent respectively. It remained frozen between May 2006 and January 2007.


The largest increase in the oil prices took place in September-October 2005 when petrol prices increased by Rs7.35 per litre (about 15 per cent) in just two fortnights.


In the case of petrol, the reductions emerged on account of ex-refinery price, petroleum development levy and resultant fall in dealers’ commission and companies’ margin, besides the GST. This reduction was, however, bridged by a substantial increase in the PDL on account of HOBC.


The government’s PDL on petrol and HOBC still stand at Rs14.85 and Rs21.46 per litre respectively, while it is zero on kerosene and light diesel oil.


An oil industry official said the profit margins of the companies and the retailers had been affected negatively and they would launch a campaign against this move in the next few days. He said the government had already recovered its losses but the payment to the industry on account of petroleum differential claims to the tune of Rs10.99 billion was awaited for want of audit.


On papers, the price determination is carried out by Ogra in accordance with the formula prescribed by the federal government. It requires that the price be based on average Arab-Gulf prices for the last fortnight for naphtha, kerosene and HSFO to which inland freight equalisation margin is added, which reflects estimated transportation cost of the products to the 29 depots in the country. The government levies like excise duty, PDL and sales tax are added to arrive at the notified prices.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 16/01/2007)

Petrol price cut by Rs 4, diesel by Re 1

ISLAMABAD: The government on Monday reduced the prices of petrol by Rs 4 and diesel by Re 1 per litre. However, the price of kerosene oil, which is mostly used by the poor people in the rural areas, where gas is not available, remained changed.

The much-awaited decision on the reduction of petrol and diesel prices was taken in a high-level meeting held here on Monday which was presided over by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. The decision to this effect will be implemented from Tuesday (today.


According to the official sources it was recommended in the meeting to reduce petrol and diesel price by Rs 3 per litre, but the prime minister decided to decrease the petrol price by Rs 4 and diesel by Re 1 per litre.


According to the decision, now the petrol price would be Rs 53.70 per litre and diesel Rs 37.70 per litre. The prices of petrol and diesel before reduction were Rs 57.70 and Rs 38.73 per litre respectively.


The government, however, said when the oil prices in the international market surged to $70 and $80 per barrel, it had frozen the petrol price at Rs 57.70 and diesel at Rs 38.73 per litre and did not pass on the impact of the massive increase in the international market to end consumers.


When contacted, Adviser to Finance Ministry Dr Ashfaq H Khan said the ratio of petrol and diesel usage in the country is 1:8 times which means if diesel price is reduce at a par with the reduction in the petrol price then the government will have to brave the eight times more loss to its revenue which is not affordable.

He said the government has taken the step to pass on the benefit to end consumers despite the fact that the government still owes Rs 12 billion as price differential claim to oil marketing companies for not passing on the impact of increase in the international market when the oil price had hit $80 per barrel, last year.


When Secretary Finance Tanvir Ali Agha was asked why the government has not passed on the relief to the common people at a par with the reduction of oil prices by $8 per barrel in the international market that has been registered in just last two weeks of the current month, he said under the circumstances the government has passed on the relief after working out its every aspect. He said oil price in the international market tumbled down in the wake of the mild winter in the US and Europe.


“As soon as real winter season will start in the US, North America and Europe, the demand would surge and prices would also go up in the international market. So it would be difficult at that time for government to again increase the prices of POL products.”


Responding to a question as to why the government has not reduced the price of mostly utilised kerosene oil, Petroleum and Natural Resources Secretary Ahmad Waqar said the government is already providing a subsidy of Rs 1.10 per liter on kerosene oil. However, the price of kerosene oil stands at Rs 35.23 per liter.

Ahsan Iqbal, former deputy chairman Planning Commission and spokesman of the PML-N criticised the government for giving a meagre relief to the people. He said the government is still pocketing huge profits by importing POL and not passing the ‘real’ benefit to end consumers as POL prices have come down from $80 per barrel to $51 per barrel in the international market.


He said the government has given maximum relief to the elite class that uses petrol as fuel in their vehicles but provided insufficient relief to the common man by reducing diesel price by just Re1. He said the common man uses public transport that runs on diesel and likewise the maximum transportation of edibles, goods, vegetables and fruits is made on diesel-run vehicles.


“So the reduction of Re 1 per litre on diesel would not even help reduce the food price inflation which has become the major source of concern for the common man.” Abrar Ahmad, a representative of Consumer Rights Commission of Pakistan (CRCP) said that he did not agree that the government has given relief to the masses because it should have been done on time, otherwise, it loses its significance.


He said the government should reduce the volume of taxation on POL products as it is a consumer commodity and it should not be heavily levied and taxed as well. He said since levying taxes on POL products is an easy mode of collecting and increasing the revenue therefore the government is bent upon fleecing the common man of the country.

He said the price determination mechanism is also faulty and not transparent and it should be addressed immediately by including all the stakeholders including representatives of the consumers in the price-determination mechanism. He said the government is still making money as it has passed on nominal benefit to the masses if compared to the huge volume of reduction in oil prices in the international market.


Monitoring desk adds: a Pakistan State Oil (PSO) spokesman announced here on Monday that the PSO had reduced the price of furnace oil by Rs 563 per metric ton. He said that the price has been reduced from Rs 18,415 per metric ton to Rs 17,852 per metric ton.


The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) had recommended 15 to 16 per cent cut in natural gas rates, while the Ministry of Finance had proposed six to seven per cent reduction in its summaries, which are in pending in the Prime Minister Secretariat for over two months.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 16/01/2007)

SITE-Sharea Faisal journey to be a 15-minute affair

KARACHI: Once the three main underpasses at Nazimabad, Liaquatabad and Gharibabad as well as the flyovers connecting these are completed and opened to traffic then one can reach Sharea Faisal from SITE area within minutes. 

As the entire route is signal-free therefore it will take only 15 minutes to reach Sharea Faisal by car, a spokesman for the city government who is supervising the three projects since the day one, said. These three projects’ connectivity was tentatively scheduled for January 15, but that date is now well past. 


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had recently announced at a press conference that the three underpasses will be inaugurated by President Pervez Musharraf. The deadline for this project as initially announced by the nazim was July 8, 2006, but the authorities were unable to meet it. Now all possible efforts are being made to not further delay the project and open these underpasses as quickly as possible, the city government spokesman said. 


According to Mustafa Kamal around 700 to 800 special lights have been imported from Holland that have 40 per cent back-up capacity and in case of a major power breakdown, these will remain turned on and the corridors will never suffer darkness. The work of fixing these lights will soon begin. The other facilities available to citizens include traffic signboards, steep turn, road studs, cat eyes, lane marking and the roads will be fully carpeted with no bumps.


Replying to a question the nazim said that the engineers are facing hurdles at Liaquatabad and Gharibabad underpasses due to the presence of subsoil water at Liaquatabad underpass, utility services relocation of rectification as there was big jungle network beneath these underpasses and they have to be handled with utmost care. They are time consuming, he added. He said another hurdle for the workers here is the attitude and behaviour of the people living in nearby areas. They become violent; misbehave with the workers in order to take a short cut from the construction area. 


Therefore, to further avoid any such incident the city government has completely closed the road since last Tuesday. “We were left with no other option than this as otherwise we would not be able to complete these corridors on time,” he stressed.


It would be worth mentioning here that the residents of Nazimabad are facing serious dust storm problem causing asthma disease among people as roads due to this underpass have been battered. 


The Project Director told The News that they are fully aware of the problems faced by the people but they can’t help it and once these projects are completed, the roads will be carpeted at the same time. Replying to a question about the road adjacent Nazimabad Eid Gah he said, this road will also be carpeted by Wednesday evening January 10, 2006. 


Nazimabad underpass is regarded as one of the biggest underpass of Pakistan. The total length of the project with dual runways of three lanes is 695 meters and slab portion (covered area is 250 meter) and the width of the under pass is 9.4 meters. The cost of the project is Rs 350 million and almost 50 per cent work has been completed. The work at underpass is being carried out round the clock.

The project according to City Nazim was to be completed in a time period of four months but the sources claim that due to technical problems they were unable to do so. They said that the moment steel mill was privatised; the supply of steel went short. 


According to them the steel requirement for the underpass is 4000 tons but to date they have been received only half of the total quantity. Therefore, without steel it is not possible for us to erect or build concrete structures. So far the 2000 ft base slab and walls of 2000 ft has been erected while in a couple of days time roof will also be built.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 21/01/2007)

Traffic-stopping VVIP makes a visit


KARACHI: The prime minister’s VVIP movement combined with construction work to cause massive traffic jams in several parts of the city Saturday. 

“The traffic flow was fluent in the city but due to VIP movement in some areas it might have been disturbed, which is a natural thing,” said DIG Traffic Falak Khursheed. 


However, reports filtered in from areas of long waits. “I remained stuck at Sohrab Goth at 3:30 p.m. for 20 to 25 minutes as there was only one constable there to manage the big traffic,” said a resident of North Karachi, Saif Shamim. He added that he had to take an arduous route to come back home as traffic at Gulshan Chowrangi was at a standstill. 

It was much the same in the center of the cit. “I was stuck for more than 30 minutes in Saddar on I. I. Chundrigar Road,” said a resident of North Nazimabad who identified himself as Sohaib Khan. 


Nazimabad resident Sajid Munir said that it took him more than one hour to get from Mukka Chowk to Gulshan-e-Iqbal, a distance he normally covers in 15 minutes. He said that the main cause of the traffic jam, which occurred around 7:30 p.m., was the construction of the sewerage water line as the roadside was dug up near Gulshan-e-Iqbal. 


Traffic was also static for hours in Liaqatabad, Guru Mandir, M. A. Jinnah Road, Zaibunnisa Street, Sohrab Goth, Gulshan Chowrangi, main Rashid Minhas Road, Jauhar Chowrangi, U.P. Morr and Nazimabad to Bara Board and Liaqatabad No. 10.


There were reports that the jams developed after the traffic signals were turned off. “The traffic signals remained off on a daily basis, which is a usual thing that constables adopt to control the traffic more efficiently,” commented KESC PRO Imran Ahmed. However, KESC spokesman Sultan Hassan added that there was no relation between power breakdowns and traffic signals as the area management was responsible for keeping signals off or on.

(Daily Times-B1, 21/01/2007)

Access to Nazimabad

IBN Sina Road is the main access to Nazimabad from Hassan Square. This road has been dug up from Gharibabad to the Nazimabad Chowrangi since last May.

This project was conceived to provide a select few a fast signal-free route from SITE factories to the airport.


But the construction of it has been much delayed and has made the ordinary commuters a perpetual misery for seven months now.


Meanwhile, the flyover at Hassan Square and Stadium Road has been completed and it provides at least some benefit to the commuters from and to Nazimabad.

The city management in their usual overreach has claimed to complete the project in four months. First there was the excuse of the rains that caused the delay, as no adverse weather was anticipated while planning the project.

Then with all the usual fanfare, one part of the underpass was opened but it soon developed craters and the fresh tarmac surface lifted, creating a hazard for normal traffic. The underpass was duly closed to traffic.


Another opening was inaugurated at the end of last year as an Eid gift to the people but this too was quickly closed due to a burst drain-pipe.


So far no further progress on the project can be seen, nor have the mounds of debris been removed to provide relief to commuters.


The commuter’s misery multiplied when the unbelievable ambition of the city management to dig up roads and subject the daily movement of citizens took another turn when in mid-December the other main access to Nazimabad and beyond, serving nearly half of Karachi, Business Recorder Road from Gurumander to Lasbella, was dug up and closed for traffic.

The present road improvement project in these locations is not the first, but certainly the most expensive so far and also the least coordinated in terms of planning and traffic management and, therefore, a cause of great misery.

This is an unacceptable state of affairs as the city government is now under the control of those who know these areas well and claim that the ordinary Karachi citizens’ welfare is their first and foremost priority.


OWAIS HASIN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 22/01/2007)
Pedestrian bridges rendered ineffectual

KARACHI: None of the overhead pedestrian bridges on Korangi road are being used by pedestrians. Apparently, there is no grill underneath these bridges to impede and prevent the pedestrians from crossing on the street. This is an open invitation to fatal accidents, especially in light of the fact that heavy vehicles, such as trucks and buses, use Korangi road round the clock.


Pedestrian bridges on Korangi Road, which have been constructed at a higher cost as compared to those built by CDGK, do not have any grills underneath, which consequently means that pedestrians in the area hardly use these bridges to cross the road.

“It is too dangerous for motorcyclists to apply brakes when women try to cross the road all of a sudden,” said Raheel Khan, an employee of a textile mill nearby. 


Raheel adds that things get even worse if these women are wearing black ‘Abayas’ which are difficult to see in poor light. “Braking suddenly can cause motorcycles to slip, which can result in a fatal accident,” he continued, “It is ridiculous that a lot of money is spent on these pedestrian bridges and pedestrians are not using them.”

Heavy traffic, which is one of the chief contributors to fatal accidents, also uses this road for moving to and fro from the Korangi Industrial Area, often travelling at a high speed — especially in the off-peak hours. 

“If they had consulted with us or taken our advice prior to the construction of the bridges, we would certainly ask them to fix a fence or grill so as to compel the public into using the bridges,” said Amir Husain, District Officer, Road Safety Education, CDGK.


“The basic purpose of a pedestrian bridge is to facilitate both pedestrian and motorist, but the constructors should have kept it in their mind that preference for ‘short cuts’ is human nature. Therefore, they should be forced to use the bridge which is possible only when there is some sort of barrier to stop them from crossing from underneath.”

(The News-4, 22/01/2007)

Hassan Square a hub for gridlocks

KARACHI: Traffic jams are not a rare sight in the city, but the Hassan Square intersection is one of the few places where traffic is so chaotic that commuters sometimes take as long as one hour to get through this intersection.

“I remained trapped in the traffic jam at Hassan Square for nearly an hour,” said Mrs Farhat Rafique, “There is just one policeman under the flyover, and he can’t guide traffic properly from all directions.” 


Mrs Rafique, who was returning home to Gulshan-e-Iqbal from the direction of Aga Khan Hospital, told The News that there were no signals to guide the vehicular traffic and manual guidance caused more problems, since one policeman was not enough at the intersection. 


The Hassan Square flyover was recently opened to ease the traffic situation at the intersection, but was again closed a couple of days ago. Commuters from University Road to and from Karsaz and those towards Liaqatabad find it difficult to get on to the right tracks and get stuck in traffic jam because of “unavailability of the signboards and traffic signals.” 


Commuters to Liaquatabad corridor not only suffer at Hassan Square, but also face traffic congestion afterwards. “One can witness a long queue of vehicles in this perennial spot of traffic,” said Qamar Ahmed, a commuter from Liaquatabad. “Encroachment and mismanagement on the part of traffic police are the two main causes of this traffic congestion,” he lamented.


“Fixing of signboards is yet to be done,” the sources said, adding, “Seven pedestrian bridges have been planned on this Liaquatabad corridor and traffic signs would be exhibited on them. The project is being completed in record time. This should be noted by the masses.”


According to sources the completion of the bridge may take a little longer, since the work on the two loops, which are part of this project, has been delayed due to a land dispute. However, approval has been made for the one that will carry the traffic flow from Liaquatabad to NIPA Chowrangi, while approval for the other loop is yet to be gained.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 22/01/2007)

KCR revival progresses at snail’s pace
KARACHI, Jan 22: The Karachi Circular Railway project is not getting the attention that it deserves. This is the impression gathered from the slow pace of progress on the issue. The government has time and again said it wants to resolve the transport problem, that is a major issue for 14 million Karachiites daily, but few concrete steps have been taken.

The last development in the issue were two meetings held between the railways minister and the Sindh governor and chief minister about six weeks ago in which it was decided that the rehabilitation and restoration project would be implemented by the railways and after its completion be operated by the local or provincial government or any other agency.


Karachi is probably the only mega city in the world that does not have a mass transit system. The city had a population of 300,000in 1947 before Partition. It increased many fold and was approximately two million when the government established the Karachi Circular Railways (KCR) in 1964.


The project envisaged at the time was a 30-kilometre KCR loop – connecting Drigh Road, Gulistan-i-Jauher, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, Kharadar, etc and Karachi City -- with 16 stations. It had 22 level crossings and seven bridges. The system worked satisfactorily till 1984. After that it could not maintain its standards and the trains started running late and people started to lose interest till it was eventually closed in 2000.


Many town planning experts suspect the transporters mafia played an important role in getting the KCR to close. Over the years the transport mafia has grown into a monster and now commuters are virtually held hostage by the transporters cartel. Whenever they want, the transporters revise fares upwards by threatening to or going on a wheel jam strikes, which cripples movement of people in the city.


With the passage of time as the population grown, so has the traffic on the roads and with public pressure mounting to do something, the government decided to restore the KCR.. A new and revitalised KCR costing $872 million is on the drawing board. Air conditioned electric trains would be started that would cover an enlarged loop of 50 kms and run at 80 kms after every 10 minutes during peak hours.


Approximately 50 MWs of electricity would be required to operate the trains – which will be environment friendly -- but keeping in view the perennial power shortage, the KCR will probably need its own power generation to ensure uninterrupted supply.


Under the plan a new 6 kilometre long underground line connecting Drigh Road to airport would be laid besides laying a dedicated 14-kilometre double track between Karachi City and Drigh Road. The existing 30-kilometre-long KRC route would also have a double track. The existing Old Keamari line could be extended to serve Clifton, one of the few recreational areas of the city visited by a large number of people daily.

At a later stage expansion of the network by laying new lines to Orangi Town, North Karachi, Sabzimandi, Korangi industrial as well as residential areas and steel mills is also planned.

All 22 level crossings would be replaced with under-passes or bridges and the KCR network integrated with the road transport with introduction of bus routes between KCR stations and other nearby areas so that people have easy access to the stations.


The people of Karachi using public transport under take around 15 million passenger trips (a person travelling in a bus from one place to an other place, when a passenger changes the bus it becomes another trip) per day and the KCR is planning to cater to around 500,000 (roughly 3 per cent of the total) passenger/trips a day. The ticket for the KCR trains is likely to be around Rs10.


Feasibility and other studies have been conducted by Japanese organisations and a Malaysian firm. The project is expected to be completed in three years once work starts.

The KCR revival will go a long way in bringing relief to commuters besides easing the congestion on the roads.

(By Bhagwandas, Dawn-17, 23/01/2007)

Civic Centre turns into private parking lot


KARACHI: The Civic Centre Karachi has turned into a parking lot for private car owners after the city Nazim had imposed Section 144 around the Civic Centre, creating inconvenience for the citizens who visit the Centre for the resolution of civic problems. A chaotic scene could be witnessed around the Centre, when the city government officials and citizens ran from pillar to post in search of parking space on the premises. Most of the time the citizens have to park their vehicles far from the Civic Centre premises.

(The News-4, 23/01/2007)

Woman among 3 killed in accidents
KARACHI, Jan 25: Three people, including a woman, were killed on Thursday in separate traffic accidents. A hit-and run vehicle knock down a 22-year-old man near a hospital in the limits of Steel Town police on the National Highway.

The deceased was shifted to the Jinnah Hospital where he was identified as Merajuddin, a resident of Pipri.

A 60-year-old woman was hit and killed by a mini-bus in Liaquatabad. Her body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. Police said the victim, Salamat Bibi, was a housemaid and mother of seven.


A 29-year-old man was crushed to death by a Hyderabad-bound bus on the Super Highway. The body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital where the victim remained unidentified until being sent to the Edhi Morgue.

(Dawn-17, 26/01/2007)

Three killed in accidents


KARACHI: At least three people were killed in different road accidents on Thursday. Salamat Bibi, 65, was killed when a speeding Mazda pick-up ran over her in Liaquatabad No-4, within Sharifabad police limits, while she was crossing the road. An unidentified 22-year-old man lost his life when a speeding trailer ran over him in Steel Town situated in Bin Qasim police area. Another unknown 28-year-old man was crushed to death when a rashly driven vehicle hit him near Al-Asif Square on Super Highway within Sohrab Goth police jurisdiction. All the bodies were shifted to different government hospitals for legal formalities.

(The News-2, 26/01/2007)

Transporters not ready to discard old vehicles
KARACHI, Jan 26: The Sindh ministry of transport, in consultation with the city district government Karachi, is to fix a registration benchmark to ban smoke-emitting buses, mini-buses and coaches registered between 1960 and 1980.

The Sindh High Court has set February 6, 2007 as the deadline for all the stakeholders to come up with a definite proposal to get the city rid of the vehicles responsible for environmental pollution that was assuming an alarming level. The court had sought the proposals after hearing a petition seeking a ban on old buses.


A senior official of the provincial ministry of transport told Dawn that the SHC chief justice had authorised Advocate General, Sindh, to convene a meeting of all stakeholders to discuss the problem and evolve a consensus agreement. The stakeholders, including the transport ministry, Traffic Police, city government, CDGK Transport department and Karachi Mass Transit Study, met on Tuesday last and discussed the issue.


According to an official of the ministry, there are 12,000 old buses and coaches currently plying on the city roads. Of these, about 2,500 have been registered during the specified period, i.e. 1960-1980.

He said that the ministry was reluctant to impose a ban on these buses as it could aggravate the already serious transport problem in the city.


A campaign was launched a few months back on the directive of the Sindh High Court during which smoke-emitting buses and coaches were detained but the campaign had to be abandoned due to the uproar and strike by the affected transporters.


The court had given the Traffic Police and the departments concerned three months to ensure that no smoke-emitting vehicle was operating in the city.

The official said that in 2005-06, the federal government had accepted a proposal for the procurement of 8,000 CNG buses for Karachi to help resolve its transport problem.


The provincial transport ministry, in consultation with the city government, had prepared the PC-I for the scheme and sent it to Islamabad in June 2006.

Since then, there has been no word on the fate of the PC-I and the scheme.

No proper public transport scheme has been designed for the mega city after the dissolution of the Karachi Road Transport Corporation (KTC) in 1997 and the Sindh Road Transport Corporation (SRTC) in 1999.The KTC had assets amounting to Rs2,000 million against its liabilities in the form of loans from the World Bank and Sindh government, customs duty on the import of tyres and tubes and utility bills, etc. The assets have since been transferred to the city district government.


Similarly, the SRTC assets were valued at Rs1,000 million against its liabilities of Rs800 million. The assets comprising 25 property units including 16 bungalows, were handed over to the Sindh Privatisation Commission for sale about two years back but there has been no action yet by the commission.


Meanwhile, transporters have vowed to resist the proposed ban on their old buses and coaches, and demanded compensation from the Sindh government on the plea that this would help them purchase new buses. They have also proposed that soft loans be extended to them by the Sindh government for the purpose. They argue that the old buses have served the pubic transport system in the city over a long period of time without any government support.

(By Muzaffar Qureshi, Dawn-17, 27/01/2007)

Two killed in accident
KARACHI, Jan 27: A speeding truck hit a motorcycle and killed two middle-aged riders near Sohrab Goth on Saturday. Babar, 35, and Ahmed Ali Siddique, 40, were on their way near New Sabzi Mandi when a speeding truck (LX-6568) hit their motorcycle (KCY-3260). Both the men sustained fatal injuries and died on the spot. The police seized the oil tanker while the driver fled. The bodies were shifted to JPMC for autopsy.


A cleaner of an oil tanker died when he slipped away from top of the tanker while sleeping and fell in a drain located nearby on Friday night. His body was shifted to JPMC where doctors said the cause of his death was fracture in skull, which he suffered while falling from the tanker.


BODY FOUND: The New Karachi Industrial Area police found the decomposed body of an elderly woman, Batool, widow of Matloob Khan, from her house in Sector 5-G, New Karachi.

Area residents said she was living alone and they got worried when her house remained closed for around a week.

(Dawn-19, 28/01/2007)

Traffic police fine 990,101 vehicles for violation in 2006

KARACHI: Traffic police challaned 990,101 vehicles for various offences like tinted glasses, defective silencers, excessive smoke emissions, traveling in the ladies’ compartments of buses, and other various offences. The traffic police, Karachi, also recovered a fine of Rs8, 80, 78,050.


As per details the Karachi Traffic police during the year 2006, challaned 4117 vehicles for driving with tinted glasses, 18,286 vehicles for emitting excessive smoke, 15,687 vehicles for defective silencers, 3,199 vehicles using pressure and musical horns, 2072 vehicles for offence of tape recorders, 26,666 for violating traffic signals (manual and electrical), 47,651 vehicles for reckless and negligent driving and over taking where prohibited, 1,410 for exceeding from prescribed speed limits, 50,005 motorists for riding motorcycles without safety helmets, 45,855 vehicles for parking violation and road abstraction.


Eight-thousand-one-hundred-and eighty-nine public vehicles were challaned for picking passengers at points other than the designated bus stops, 15,441 vehicles for violation of one-way rule, 1,58,726 vehicles for improper lane usage, 50,952 vehicles for over loading and rooftop, 1,256 vehicles for juvenile driving, 92,052 public vehicles for violating ladies’ compartment law, 20,165 vehicles for tampered taxi and MCR meters, 1,714 vehicles for taking excess fare charge by PSV, 24,884 vehicles for driving without fitness certificate, 3,690 vehicles for driving unregistered vehicles.


About 12,590 vehicles challaned for driving without driving license, 10,495 vehicles for driving at night without proper lights, 2,826 vehicles for driving at night without proper rear lights, 3795 vehicles for driving vehicles without proper indicators, 5,414 vehicles for using vehicles in unsafe condition, 10,216 vehicles for irregular, defective and fancy number plates, 1,601 vehicles for extra decoration, 87 vehicles for hooter revolving lights, 900 vehicles for not issuing tickets to passengers, 6,088 vehicles for use of cellphone during driving, 110 vehicles for driving without safety belts and about 343,963 challaned vehicles in other miscellaneous offences. 


However, the Karachi traffic police during 2006 cancelled and suspended about 16,986 vehicles fitness certificates, 10,022 detained vehicles in all offences, seized 3,199 pressure horns, seized 2,072 tape recorders, 3,832 drivers being arrested, 257 driving licenses disqualified, 1,333 vehicles detained due to improper ladies partition, 831 mini buses, coaches, buses detained without route permits, 1,190 fancy number plates seized, seized 40 revolving lights. 

During 2006 the traffic police imposed fine of Rs9,74,04,900 and Rs8,80,78,050 fine were realised.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-5, 28/01/2007)

Geometrical error in FTC Flyover design

KARACHI: The multi-million-rupee project of the FTC Flyover has failed to provide a smooth flow of traffic since it contains a geometrical error. The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) admits the fault in the design of the multi-million project of the FTC Flyover and says they cannot immediately address the problem since part of the bridge might need to be remodelled and they have to finish other big projects before they can resolve this problem.


When contacted, Muhammad Ather Hussain, Executive District Officer (EDO), Transport and Communication Department of the CDGK said, “There is a little geometrical error in the construction. There should have been some decline on the loop which is intercepting the traffic from Regent Plaza on Sharea Faisal. Technically, the loop should not have been connected at this angle; instead it should have been designed in such a way that the traffic from the FTC Bridge and on Sharea Faisal runs parallel when the two roads merge.

When asked if the CDGK would consider the design of the bridge, he said, “We are busy in so many major projects these days, we would come to fine-tuning issues once we are done with the other projects, because the loop has to be remodelled.”


The FTC Flyover, located on Shahrea Faisal and built at a cost of Rs110 million, has failed to serve its basic purpose of providing a smooth and congestion-free passage to commuters, since traffic congestions that turn into traffic jams are a regular sight at the bridge — especially during peak hours.

The commuters from Korangi Road who use the FTC Flyover to connect to Sharea Faisal face severe traffic congestion everyday, mainly due to the geometric error in the design of the bridge; they have to intercept the already heavy traffic on Sharea Faisal when coming down from the bridge. In addition to this, the traffic from Saddar towards the Airport on Sharea Faisal, and that from Regent Plaza to Korangi Road, also intercepts at a 90 degree angle, thus causing congestion in traffic flow. 


While turning left from Sharea Faisal onto the Korangi Road, one also faces hardship, since this two-lane road is very congested and is prone to drainage problems during the rainy season. The parking lot of a nearby office is also the cause of much agitation to the traffic flow.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 29/01/2007)

Zamzama beset by parking problems

KARACHI: Traffic jams at Zamzama, one of the main commercial areas in Defence,†have become a routine occurrence due to ineffective planning and the increasing numbers of vehicles. 

The unavailability of any parking facility in Zamzama, which stretches from Doh Talwar to Khayaban-e-Shaheen, exacerbates the problems of passing cars, shopkeepers and customers alike. Moreover, the road is very narrow and traffic signals are perpetually faulty. 


Some time ago, the authorities concerned blocked the intersections on the road, a move which most shopkeepers claim has worsened traffic problems instead of reducing them. 


Irfan Karim, who has had a shop there since 1991, said that severe traffic jams occur during the evening when everybody is in a rush to get where they’re going as quickly as possible.

He said there is no parking available and, generally, a vehicle parked alongside the road is lifted by the officials of Clifton Cantonment Board (CCB). “Where should the customers park their vehicles?” he asks. Apparently, there is no answer to this question. Evidently, while developing the commercial area, this basic necessity went unnoticed.


Irfan said in the 90s there was no parking problem as the area was still being developed and the shopkeepers and customers parked their vehicles in vacant lots which were in abundance back then. But, in due course, buildings were constructed on these plots and parking became a problem for everybody — especially during the peak hours.

“I think the pavement along the road should be removed to broaden it. The pavement itself was only built a year ago, which is itself not wide enough,” he commented. He said blocking intersections on the road has not proved a solution. Since blocking-off intersections, traffic has increased as people have to cover a fair distance to make a U-turn and when they get there the cut is extremely crowded.


Shopkeepers complain that they are forced to park their vehicles in the same narrow streets, situated on the road. Moreover, they say sewerage water is overflowing at many places. 

Another shopkeeper, Tanveer Ahmed said there seems to be no end to traffic problems on this road. “Heed my words, after ten years Zamzama will look like ‘Joria Bazaar’ if proper measures are not taken,” he said. 


A R Babar, manager of ‘Crown Collection,’ said the Clifton Cantonment Board would immediately remove anything in front of their shops if it feels it is an encroachment by even a centimetre. “Despite such strict measures, the authority is least interested in providing a parking facility to shopkeepers and the people who come here for shopping,” he said.

(By Qadeer Husain, The News-3, 29/01/2007)

Road closure creates traffic chaos
KARACHI, Jan 29: A chaotic situation was witnessed on most of the vital thoroughfares of the city on Monday owing to the closure of M. A. Jinnah Road, besides several other approach roads, to facilitate Muharram processions and religious rituals.

The barriers erected for security reasons elsewhere in the metropolis added to the traffic mess. The entire public transport network was affected by the situation, created mainly by failure of the traffic police in managing the traffic flow according to the alternative route plan publicised through the press.


In the absence of police to guide them, the drivers of public and private transport vehicles were confused upon reaching an intersection where the road to their destination appeared blocked by traffic police with huge barriers, including containers, stationary trucks and wagons and iron grills placed horizontally. Most of them, turning right or left in a bid to find a way, had to turn back.


Citizens, including the mourners intending to join in a congregation or procession, faced immense hardship in reaching their destination owing to the blockade and denial of passage to their vehicles.


Passengers disembarking from buses, minibuses and coasters suspending their journey halfway was a common scene and people in big numbers looking for alternative means were seen gathered at Teen Hatti, Lasbela, Jail Chowrangi, Empress Market, Burnes Road, Kharadar, etc., between noon and dusk.

A police official, when asked about the mess, remarked: “It is a serious issue we are always faced with on such occasions.” The only solution he could suggest was that people should not opt for driving through M. A. Jinnah Road on the 9th and 10th of Muharram. He said drivers should realise the sensitivity of the situation and cooperate with the traffic police.

Taking advantage of the situation, taxi and rickshaw operators charged exorbitant fares from passengers.

(Dawn-17, 30/01/2007)

Public sector key to affordable transport
KARACHI with a population of more than 15 million and a six per cent increase per annum, direly needs an effective public transport system. The people have a right to a comfortable, fast, cheap and efficient mode of transport, that is noise and air pollution free. Sadly, in Karachi, transport problems have aggravated and the lack of interest on the part of successive governments have seen things go from bad to worse.


Before August 1947, the public transport system in Karachi included local train services, a tramway also covered the entire old city. There were some roofless buses owned by the East India Tramway Company. This was purchased by Mohammad Alley Tramway Company which went bankrupt in the mid seventies as it was not allowed to increase fares. A few buses of Mohammad Alley Tramway Co. were sold to A. M. Qureshi Transport Company. Some World War II (Chevrolet & Ford) trucks were converted in to by Riasatullah Bus Service, Watan Transport, Gama Transport, Huq Transport etc. All these buses disappeared after a few years due to the irrational fare structure and poor maintenance.


Public Transport with the name, Sindh Road Transport, was established in Sindh on June 1, 1948 at Karachi It was administered by a Regional Transport Authority. On June 16, 1948, it was renamed Government Commercial Transport (GCT) and started operations with 20 buses. A few transporters particularly Ehsan Bus Service and Farooq Transport introduced Thames, Leyland, single and double decker buses in Karachi. These also disappeared after a few years. At this point it was presumed the main problem in the transport set up was improper organisational administrative structure. The government created “Karachi Transport Syndicate”, in 1957 which had a good earning record, but with the shifting of its head office to Lahore during One-Unit its operations closed.


In 1959 the Karachi Road Transport Corporation (KRTC) was created as a limited company controlled by the government. It went bankrupt in 1964 due to increasing fuel prices and operating cost, while the fares were kept below the commercial cost.


The government made yet another experiment in 1964 when it established West Pakistan Road Transport Board (later corporation), with its headquarters at Lahore. The Karachi operation was handled by an auxiliary organisation called Karachi Omni Bus Service. On disintegration of One Unit, the (West Pakistan) Road Transport Corporation was also wound up in 1970 and the SRTC created. Proportionate staff, assets and liabilities were transferred to it. In February 1977, the SRTC was bifurcated and Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) established under federal government control. In 1982, the KTC was given to Sindh. The SRTC closed in late 1990s due to recurring financial losses while the KTC was closed in 1997.


Minibuses were introduced after abolishing the tramway system, which was the earliest rail mass transit concept. Minibuses appeared due to scarcity of large sized buses in public and private sector. The “minibuses” were soon labelled “yellow devils” Due to their rash driving and disregard for rules, they caused an increase in the number of fatal accidents. The introduction of small coaches under Prime Minister’s Scheme in 1992 created similar problems.


The government from time to time constituted commissions, working groups and panels of experts of local as well as foreign consultants to recommend measures for improvement. Unfortunately none of the recommendation were implemented. As a result the problem has assumed a gargantutan proportion today.


To improve the transport sector, the government should declare road transport “an industry” and extend all benefits given to industrial units such as tax holiday and other benefits. These transport companies/ corporations should standardize, arrange and operate fleets on modern, management principles and scientific lines. All this is only possible when the need is recognised to keep the fares affordable for low income commuters either through direct or indirect subsidy.


The public transport system in Karachi today mainly comprises buses, mini buses, coaches, taxies, rickshaws and contract carriers. There are about 376 classified routes on paper, of which only 232 are operated. The transport requirement is based on establishing a relationship between the population and number of buses. On this basis the number of buses required for Karachi is more than 7,000 but only 2000 buses are currently plying on its roads.


In other words more than half the population is without proper transport facilities, the result commuters hanging from footboards and travelling on roofs resulting in accidents, fatalities and injuries.


A Karachi Public Transport Society (KPTS) was set up as an GO/NGO on the directives of federal government to fill the vacuum caused by KTC’s closure. Private operators were allocated former KTC routes with deregulated fares. Fare concessions to students were discontinued in the KPTS buses operated. In spite of these liberal policy, only 200 coasters / buses are operating under KPTS.


Similarly, anUrban Transport Scheme was introduced by the Sindh government under the city government in 2001. Incentives like, depot/ workshop facilities, deregulated higher fares, prime routes, subsidy in mark up and leasing facilities were offered. After availing all incentives, these companies failed to pay the banks’ loans. The financial institutions impounded the defaulters buses and this system also failed.


After the closure of KTC and SRTC, companies are unwilling to enter the market citing inadequate fare structure, no legal framework, improper route rationalisation, and lack of proper terminal and depot facilities. Transportation costs incurred by workers accounts for more than 1/3rd of their wages. In order to keep labour cost low, public transport fares have to be kept as low as possible. This is only possible only through direct or indirect subsidy and not service on purely commercial basis. This was the reason, the KTC was created. The then government instead of improving its efficiency and fixing a clear cut off point between the operating cost and subsidy, decided to wind it up on the IMF and World Bank recommendations on 21st March,1997.


This decision was taken keeping in view the corporation’s high budgetary deficits. The fault was the planners because they had no understanding of the nature of urban transport operations and how it should be managed. Urban transport deficits in other countries of the world are an eye opener. France gives a subsidy up to 69 per cent; Germany up to 60 per cent; Italy up to 75 per cent; Sweden up to 65 per cent; even the US up to 50 per cent; UK up to 40 per cent; and neighbouring Iran up to 80 per cent!

Transportation in the private sector has many drawbacks. There are few regular transport companies operating a fleet of buses. Most are one bus operations. In many cases the vehicle has more than one owner. The private sector’s profit motive is not compatible with public convenience. This explains why the private sector operates only on lucrative routes. The continuous increase in diesel prices has affected bus operations. Profits have declined as a major portion of earnings go on fuel purchase. Operators try to make do with lesser vehicles.


Urban transport is mostly used by the lowest income segment of society. They are not in a position to pay the full cost of the services. As such raising fares to break-even level, is not socially desirable. In such circumstances only public sector transport can survive, with a clear cut policy of direct, indirect or built in level of subsidy. An efficient and cheap mass transit system can be ensured only through the public sector.


A well-conceived Urban Transport Policy as a social service in public sector is what Karachi needs urgently.


A two tier system of urban bus transport incorporating public and private sector should be adopted. In most European cities and other parts of the world, public transport is regarded as a social service comparable to health care and education. This will necessitate the revival of KTC/SRTC for which the federal provincial and local governments will have to provide funds and then subsidise it.


All capital investment should be financed by local, provincial and federal governments in the public sector on principles similar to provision of roads and allied infrastructure. Fares should be properly structured, and cost deficits provided by local, provincial and federal governments as grant-in-aid in public sector or through built in provision for self financing. Continuous source of finance for regular new equipment induction. The subsidy should be budgeted in advance rather than paid on reimbursable basis.


To overcome the shortage of skilled manpower, transport training institutes catering to managerial, operational and technical disciplines be set up. Appropriate traffic management technique be introduced to improve traffic. Provision of diesel at subsidised rates must be ensured.


Road safety is one of the most neglected aspects of the road transport system in Pakistan. Trucks and bus bodies are poorly designed and maintained. Overloading is a norm rather than an exception. Bad road conditions and inadequate road signs are added hazards. Drivers are poorly trained and often obtain their driving licences through malpractice. Road safety tests for public transport vehicles in many cases are an eye-wash. Road safety measure should be mandatory and strictly implemented.


These measures will be in vain if we don’t start immediate planning for underground railways (tubes) or electric trams, in at least certain parts of Karachi. The excessive vehicles on roads, and atmospheric pollution can only be reduced by a mass transit system. The first priority should be to regularly assess present and future travel demand on a scientific lines on various corridors to match the capacity of various modes. It may be kept in mind that a bus system however, efficient has a limit of 10,000 to 12,000 P.P.H.D (persons/ per hour direction), thus any increase has to be served by higher capacity systems. The second priority is the revival of KTC / SRTC in public sectors to ensure cheap fast and efficient public transport system for Karachi.

(By Shamsuddin Abro, Dawn-15, 30/01/2007)

FEBRUARY

Drive against fancy number plates

KARACHI, Jan 31: Traffic police will launch special campaign against all unregistered vehicles plying on roads and those carrying fancy number or name plates. Keeping in view Section-23 of Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1965, all such vehicles were given deadline of January 31, 2007 to remove these number plates and acquire formal registration number from excise and taxation department. The owners of such vehicles will not only be fined but necessary legal action will also be taken.

Traffic police spokesman asked all citizens to remove fancy number plates forthwith otherwise legal action under Article-115 of Motor Vehicle Ordinance 1965 would be taken against them.

(Dawn-18, 01/02/2007)

Campaign against ‘AFR’ number plates from today

KARACHI: No motor vehicle shall be allowed to be driven anywhere in the city unless it is registered with the registration authority of the area and carries a registration mark as prescribed in section-23 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO)-1965, a press release stated on Wednesday. 


The press release issued from the DIGP, Traffic, Capital City Police Office, Karachi, further said that it was noticed that vehicles bearing illegal number plates, such as Applied for Registration (AFR) 2006/2007, plates registered in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and other Middle East countries, and those with personalised (self made) number plates such as Malik, Khan, etc., were moving around in the city, Such vehicles are liable to be challaned without affording any opportunity of informing or warning to their owners. 

It was also stated that for the aforesaid matter, a deadline of 31-01-2007 was given to the owners using AFR-2007 number plates to remove them and obtain registration number plates from the Excise and Taxation Department. This date has now arrived and a special campaign is being launched against such violators from February 1 (today). 


It added that all motorists using such types of number plates for their vehicles are advised to remove them and use the prescribed number plates. If any vehicle owner is found committing the aforementioned violations they will be challaned and the vehicle impounded u/s 115 of the MVO-1965.

(The News-2, 01/02/2007)

Mass transit for Port Qasim

THERE are many industries located in Port Qasim and Steel Mill Industrial areas. Thousands of people work here in addition to the people at the port.


Moreover, new industries are also coming up. In all, there would be about 30,000 people working in these areas, and most commute from Karachi.

An estimated 80,000 new jobs would be created when the Textile City comes on line at a Port Qasim industrial zone in a couple of years.


The Pakistan Railways has a permanent rail track connecting the marginal wharf with the main line, and goods trains often use this line.


How about the Pakistan Railways operating local trains from the Karachi City Station to the Port Qasim marginal wharf, with new platforms near the Indus Motors and Bin Qasim Thermal Power plant.


This will be a kind of mass transit for thousands who spend hours on the congested roads inhaling smoke and dust. People using their own transport can park their vehicles at the respective railway stations near their homes in the morning, board the train and use them for return journey when they alight back, just like in any other modern country.

It will also reduce the number of vehicles on the roads that contribute to traffic jams, dust, smoke and accidents.


S. NAYYAR IQBAL RAZA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 02/02/2007)
Fake driving licence scam unearthed

KARACHI: The IGP Sindh Jehangir Mirza, taking note of the corruption report against police officials who were involved in making fake driving licenses submitted by the SP, Driving Licence, Karachi, Tariq Bajwa, ordered investigation police to conduct raids at the houses of officials involved in corruption. The investigation police raided the houses and recovered thousands of fake computerised driving licences, certificates, and stamps from the house.


Tariq Bajwa, SP, Driving Licences, Karachi, received complaints regarding corruption and making of fake driving licenses in respective license branches. He ordered his surveillance staff to check and kept a watch on the movement of officials nominated in complaints. During the surveillance Sub-Inspector Sajid Awan of headquarters was found guilty of making fake driving licences. 


The IGP ordered raids at the houses of respective officials and their arrest. The Town Investigation Officer DSP Ali Asghar conducted raids and was successful in a raid conducted in Civil Lines police quarters at the residence of Sub-Inspector Sajid Awan with a recovery of thousands of fake documents, as computerised driving licences, fake certificates of Inter and Matric and also some certificates of Karachi University, letterheads of various government departments, and fake stamps of various departments.


When contacted Bajwa confirmed the above-noted incident and said that it was a routine checking of corruption and also said that there were some other corrupt officials in the police department who were bringing it a bad name. He said he was trying to catch these corrupt officials so that the public image of the police was restored.

(The News-4, 02/02/2007)

Traffic plan

THE traffic situation in Karachi is getting worse with each passing day. On the one hand vehicles are increasing exponentially while roads are getting blocked due to the mega development drive of the city government.

The major reason of traffic jams in Karachi is the road construction. Road construction works are in progress on M.A. Jinnah Extension Road, Rashid Minhas Road, Sharea Jehangir, 5000 Road in North Karachi, 8000 Road in Korangi Manghopir Road, etc.


Flyover works are going on at Time Medico intersection, Hasan Square intersection and Sohrab Goth.

Works on underpasses are also under way at Gharibabad, Liaquatabad No. 10 and Nazimabad No. 2. Most projects are without any traffic diversion plan. Solving traffic-related issues is no easy task and requires planning.

Considering the availability of resources and funds, it is best to utilise what is readily available rather than opt for new solution which causes more strain on tax-payers’ pockets.


SAIMA KHURSHID

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 03/02/2007)
ACLC impounded 415 vehicles last month
KARACHI, Feb 2: The Anti-car Lifting Cell (ACLC) smashed three gangs of car lifters and seized 415 vehicles – 198 cars and 217 motorcycles – during the first month of the current year.

Police said a ring leader was injured and arrested by the ACLC staff early last month after a shootout near a graveyard in Khawaja Ajmair Nagri police where he had set up a workshop to tamper with the engine and chassis numbers of the stolen and snatched vehicles.


The raiding party also seized a punching machine, fake vehicle registration books and an unlicensed pistol of the suspect, identified as Munir Niazi.


The police said the suspect was wanted in over 20 cases of carjacking, took the stolen vehicles to Turbat.

The ACLC chief, SSP Abdul Khaliq Shaikh, told Dawn that the suspect’s bank account in Karachi showed transactions of over Rs12.5 million in the past one year.

He said incidents of vehicle lifting showed a decreasing trend due to the improved performance of the ACLC. He said “533 cars were taken away in November 2006 and 472 in December 2006, while 361 cars were lifted in January this year.”


The ACLC arrested 61 suspected car thieves during January and seized 198 cars and 217 motorcycles from them.

(Dawn-17, 03/02/2007)

Chundrigar road plan further delayed

KARACHI: The beautification of the most important road of Karachi, I I Chundrigar Road, is not possible in the near future till the end of February or March. Although three bids have already been made, it has been decided that the contract will be awarded to the contractor with the lowest bid.


Informed sources told The News that the city government has been asked by the steering committee of the State Bank of Pakistan to furnish details concerning the technical ability of the contractor as to whether his company is capable of completing the job in a successful manner or not. The last date for the submission of the bid was January 27. This is the third time that re-tenders were invited by the city government for the beautification of this road.


As City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal is busy in getting the work of the signal free corridors completed as the top executive in the country is likely to perform the opening ceremony of it, thus the beautification of I I Chundrigar road has been left in quandary.


The inordinate delay in the project has caused hardships to a large number of businessmen whose offices are on this road, as the City nazim had earlier said that once the work on MT Khan Road is completed, beautification of this road will take place. But despite more than a month having passed since M T Khan Road was opened, there are no signs of work being started on I I Chundrigar Road.


The DIG Traffic, Falak Khursheed while talking to The News said we will fully facilitate the CDGK and Steering committee. 


The CDGK has also been asked to give the details of previous work done by the contractor and confirm that he had completed the said projects within the stipulated time period along with concrete reasons from the CDGK for awarding the contract to the selected contractor.


Another important aspect which could further expedite the project is that a joint meeting of the project consultant, CDGK, steering committee, Traffic police, EDO traffic and Transport is to be held before taking any decision. Sources said once all these members get together there are bleak chances that this work would start. Also a meeting between the State Bank Governor and City Nazim is in the pipeline after which the responsibilities and jobs of city government and steering committee would be decided. As the confusion over the division of work between the two authorities is another reason for the delay in the project. These two authorities will also have to take into consideration the escalation of the cost due to additions on the road and construction of hotels and sports complex, sources added.


Sources said the consultant of this project has chalked out a plan and submitted it to the city government which suggested starting work in strips as there is heavy flow of traffic flow on this road and sometimes it will have to be made one way and at some stage it would be two way traffic.
The news of the closure of I I Chundrigar road for vehicular traffic for eight months or a year came as a shock for businessmen and workers who use the road every day. 

All of them shared a common view that the closure of this road for a long period of time would be an economic disaster for Karachi as it is the business hub of the city.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 04/02/2007)

City police get 60 new motorbikes

KARACHI: Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister for Home Affairs Waseem Akhter handed over some 60 motorcycles to the city police enabling the force to control street crimes effectively in the metropolis. 


Some 60 motorcycles were given to the city police at a simple ceremony hosted by Provincial Adviser, while Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping, Senator Babar Khan Ghauri was also present on the occasion. 


Addressing a press conference, Sindh Adviser expressed gratitude over the handing over of 60 motorbikes. 
He said that the motorcycles were being distributed among various wings of the city police in accordance to the requirements in respective towns, especially where the rate of street crimes was comparatively higher than other areas. Presenting the breakup of distribution, he said that six are being given to the Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), four to North Nazimabad and 10 each to Saddar, Jamshed, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Clifton and Shah Faisal Town police respectively. 


Waseem stated that Town Police Officers (TPOs) of the respective towns will be responsible for the proper maintenance and utilization of the all bikes and also directed Capital City Police Officer (CCPO), Azhar Farooqi to look into the matter. 

He said that aim of provision of more motorcycles was to enable the policemen to swiftly move into the narrow lines in different areas of the metropolis and take stern action against violators of the law. 
He pointed out that city police were making all out efforts in controlling street crimes in the megapolis and added that in a bid to curb crimes, some 52 police personnel had lost their lives during various encounters between the police and lawbreakers during 2006-07.

(The News-4, 04/02/2007)

Karachi Mass Transit: Is it going anywhere?

By Bilal Tanweer

In the last five years, over 500,000 new vehicles have been added to Karachi's existing traffic of 1.1 million vehicles, while at the same time, public transport infrastructure has not shown [image: image1.jpg]


corresponding improvement. According to a statement by the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, more than 500 new vehicles are added to Karachi's traffic every day.

The primary reason for people's increasing inclination towards private ownership of cars is the lack of an efficient urban transport system. At present 60 percent of Karachi's travellers use public buses for travelling, while there are only 16,000 buses and some 72,000 vehicles (taxis, rickshaws, tongas, et al.) catering to Karachi's commuter population.

Current proposals
Since 1952 to 2006, there have been thirteen studies done on the Karachi Mass Transit (KMT). The latest study conducted with the technical and financial assistance of World Bank in 1990, recommended 87 km Transit Network. This study also identified six priority corridors of high travel demand. Of these, Corridors 1 and 2 have been earmarked for initial implementation. At the same time, a new study to update existing plan is also being undertaken under the auspices of Asian [image: image2.jpg]Mm [ frs I




Development Bank which would map out planning for the next thirty to forty years.
A number of proposals are on the table. Among them are elevated Light Rail Transit (LRT), underground LRT and at-grade LRT. However, the emphasis seems to be on the elevated LRT – at least for Corridor-1, on somewhat similar lines as the one constructed in Delhi recently. A Letter of Intent has been issued to Infrastructure Development Consortium (IDC) (a consortium of Pakistani and Chinese firms) for building Corridor-1, and negotiations are in their final phases. It is expected that Corridor-1 would be completed in about three years from the date of commencement.
For Corridor-2, Expressions of Interest were invited and currently proposals are being evaluated. Other corridors will be considered once these two are in implementation phase.

Politics of political will
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Despite its dire need and evident importance, a mass transit system in Karachi remains amiss. Each successive government in the past two decades has attempted to revive it but matter has not gone beyond the phase of feasibility study.
On its surface, the issue is indeed complicated because it cuts through a number of other issues which have complications of their own – relocation of katchi abadis, adjustment of existing infrastructure, land issues, transport mafia, administrative issues and most importantly, the tremendous amount of money required for the project. Hence, the vain crusades of the past governments. On a deeper level, however, one is driven to question the commitment and the priorities of the government to undertake daunting but absolute essential projects.
The Director General Mass Transit, Malik Zaheer-ul-Islam claims that the current government is keen and willing to undertake this project. "The most important thing is that there is political will in the present government. The President and the Prime Minister as well as the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, are taking a personal interest in the matter and we are making serious progress."
Since the present government has taken power, a number of options have been considered, a number of firms have been approved, Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) signed, but eventually their preliminary-agreements have been terminated. American Maglev was given a green signal in 2005 but their agreement was silently aborted, because it was 'discovered' that Maglev was not tested on a commercial basis. So was the case with the Chinese CNMEG whose agreement was terminated much later on the revelation that they lacked technical expertise.
"We have to understand that the project is not simple, especially because the government wants to do it in public-private partnership, on a BOT (Build Operate and Transfer) basis, because of the large sum of money involved. It is not like building a flyover where we have the money and the site and we just build it. We are looking for investors who are technically qualified to undertake this project and run it on a long-term basis," emphasises Malik Zaheer-ul-Islam.

Dynamics of time
Time is of central importance in this issue. Karachi's frenzy for private car shopping will not cease [image: image4.jpg]


until a viable transport alternative is available. And this adds to the problem. With over 500 vehicles being added to road traffic daily, it will become increasingly difficult to implement any Mass Transit plan in the long run. This is also a lesson with the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR). Once an efficient and a profitable enterprise, its revival has become a bane for the government.
Time becomes even a greater issue because of the finances. The construction costs of Corridor-1 exceed $600 million and the project cannot be undertaken except on a BOT basis. This is a painstaking and a long procedure because the negotiations and the nuances of agreement itself could take a lot of time. Besides, BOT usually come at a high price to the end consumer. Nonetheless, it seems that there is willingness and a sense of urgency in the government quarters to implement KMT, which are good omens.

The government is also considering other options like the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) which are much cheaper, faster to construct, easy to extend and if designed properly, can accommodate as many people as LRT (See Box 3).
Despite the constraints and the problems, it seems that the government is considering various aspects and viewing the matter in a holistic manner. The fundamental importance should be on creating an integrated transport network, wherein each mode of transport serves the need it can serve best. With the news being generated and the present fervour, it is hope that this is the start of the much awaited 'new-beginning' for Karachi and Karachi's residents.

 

[image: image5.jpg]


History of KMT and current dynamics

It is important to understand the Karachi Mass Transit Project (KMTP) within the city's unique context. Karachi historically was one of the cities which had an efficient urban mass transit system, which comprised of the Tram System and the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR). The Tram was dismantled in 1975 - a 'mistake' according to the present DG Mass Transit, Malik Zaheer-ul-Islam, who is of the opinion that it should have been upgraded as was done in all the European countries.
KCR, on the other hand, ran successfully because it served the main work areas of the city, connecting them effectively with lower-income residential areas. At its peak during the sixties, KCR was registering profits and was generating as much as 104 trips per day and carrying 500,000 passengers every day. It also became a victim of the administrative negligence and while the city grew and its work and residential areas shifted, there was no upgrading of the KCR. It started to run into losses and was eventually closed in 2000.
In the meanwhile, the commuter population took to buses because bus routes kept pace with the changes in travel patterns. But along with the bus and the bus routes the transport mafia also grew. It designed bus routes according to its own convenience and wishes. Fact: Bus routes in Karachi were last rationalised in 1972. This translates into longer journeys, crowded buses, concentration of vehicles in and around major commuter-generating areas, increased volume of road accidents and traffic jams. An interesting statistic is that while public transport is around 5 percent in the vehicle population, its involvement in fatal accidents is more than 72 percent.
So whatever Mass Transit system is designed, it has to bear in mind the importance and the primacy of the buses and road networks. Means have to be sought to integrate them within larger scheme of improving Karachi's urban transport.

 

Elevated LRT through Corridor-1

Elevated LRT through Corridor-1 has been fraught with controversy. Arif Hasan, urban planner and architect, claims that it poses a hazard to the built heritage of the city, besides crowding up the already limited road space. There is also a concern about its effectiveness to generate commuters.
An alternative proposition is to revive and extend the existing KCR, which will generate more commuters at fraction of the cost.
The government officials have said that these concerns are being taken into account and it intends to adopt the track to the space: where there is limited road space, there is a single track instead of a double. The LRT is also environmentally-friendly because it will run on electricity.

 

Alternatives: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a broad term given to a variety of transportation systems that, through infrastructural and scheduling improvements, attempt to use buses to provide a service that is of a higher quality than an ordinary bus line. Each BRT system uses different improvements, although many improvements are shared by many BRT systems. The goal of such systems is to at least approach the service quality of rail transit while still enjoying the cost savings of bus transit.

An ideal Bus Rapid Transit service would be expected to include most of the following features :

 

- High-frequency, all-day service : Like other forms of rapid transit, BRT serves a diverse all-day market. Commuter express buses that run only during rush hours are not Bus Rapid Transit.

- Bus-dedicated, grade-separated segregated right-of-way : (separated from all other traffic and dedicated to bus use for almost 70% of the route).

- Such a right of way may be elevated; on rare occasions, the right of way may be a modified rail right of way.

- A bus street or transit mall can be created in an urban center by dedicating all lanes of a city street to the exclusive use of buses.

- Traffic management improvements: Low-cost infrastructure elements that can increase the speed and reliability of bus service include bus turnouts, bus boarding islands, and curb realignments.

- Vehicles with Tram-like characteristics: Recent technological developments such as bi-articulated buses and guided buses have benefited the set up of BRT systems. The main developments are:

- Improved riding quality (guided buses, electronic drivetrain control smoothing the operation),

- Increased capacity (bi-articulated or double decker),

- Reduced operating costs (hybrid electric power train).

(By Bilal Tanweer, The News-41, Kolachi, 04/02/2007)

Urban transport myths

It is a fact that there is no transport planning in Pakistan. There is plenty of transport engineering, which is the technical term for the construction and maintenance of roads, but there is no focus on the “soft” or “green” infrastructure which has come to characterise modern urban transport planning. Indeed, a stress on hard and grey infrastructure over the decades means that, in the minds of those who matter, the phrase urban transport has become nothing more than a synonym for laying a new road or widening a pre-existing one; an euphemism for spending money. 


One would have thought that sane voices would prevail or that the private sector would respond to market needs. To some extent this has happened, as is evidenced by the large number of private housing schemes in and around our cities which boast a high green-to-grey ratio. Yet whenever concerned citizens raise their voice and ask questions about the propriety of spending millions of their rupees for roads which will, in all certainty, raise traffic volume, pollution, sound and urban blight, they are met with a volley of seemingly convincing answers. However, it is now time to examine some of the arguments often put forward by the powers that be and to recognise the myths we are all being made to suffer under.


The European Federation for Transport and Environment recently published a pamphlet titled “Transport and the Economy: myth and facts” in which some conventional thinking on transport planning was found to be lacking in depth and substance. Some of this European NGO’s assertions are quite relevant to the Pakistani context and should be shared in order to recognise some common misconceptions.


Myth No. 1: Transport is the motor of the economy. The argument here is that it is necessary to promote transport because it will stimulate economic growth. In fact, the World Bank has already loaned the government of the Punjab several hundred million rupees to go about improving transport infrastructure (read: build more roads) under the slogan ‘Cities as an engine of growth’. However, there is no evidence which suggests that transport and the economy are necessarily linked. 


A study of OECD member states reveals, on the contrary, that countries with similar population density and level of economic development (e.g. Ireland and Spain) have different levels of dependency on transport. Another study by the British government’s Standing Advisory Committee on Trunk Road Assessment (SACTRA) concluded that breaking the dependency on increased transport infrastructure could benefit rather than harm the economy by making transport more efficient. In any event, the belief that the economy is another word for production is false, and arguments supporting the creation of new roads on this ground should be allowed to fall flat.


Myth No. 2: Building roads results in jobs and is good for regional development. Roads do not create jobs (other than the contractor work engaged in construction) and, even when they do, it is not in peripheral areas that need development most. Quite simply, it’s the economy and the nature of road which will determine, on a case to case basis, the economic impacts of roads. Take Lahore’s Canal for instance. The knock-on benefits of proposed widening of this road (if any) will be less compared to a similar road widening project in other parts of Lahore. Also, new road linkages mean smaller business face tough competition from larger enterprises and their economies of scale. If anyone thinks the Makro store planned for the Model Town Link road will bring jobs, they need to think of the dozens of local businesses which will be adversely affected or shut down because of the chain. 


Myth No. 3: You can’t stop traffic growth. This old chestnut of an argument postulates traffic as preordained and inevitable, like death and taxes. Nothing is further from the truth. It is our dependence on the automobile and our inability to think of a world without cars (a fact of life in these parts not half a century ago) which convinces people of the reality of this myth. There is a phrase for our addiction to roads: ‘institutionalised path dependency’. 


In the Colombia capital of Bogota there are no-car days (by referendum, no less), nearly 300km of dedicated bicycle lanes and over 800,000 people are able to use the metro bus system every day — all part of that city’s decade-long plan to reclaim public space for its residents. As a result, not only has traffic been stemmed (the opposite of growth), but sulphur dioxide levels throughout the city have fallen 44 per cent, the thousands of jobs created within the pedestrianised areas feed tens of thousands of hungry mouths, crime is down by 50 per cent, as are traffic-related accidents. In some areas of Bogota, the serenity and calm brought by less traffic has seen property prices rise as much as 22 per cent (the average is a less impressive five per cent, but keep in mind this increase in value came about without commercialisation). 


In Seoul, the redevelopment and greening of a motorway built over a local canal cost US$ 900 million to undertake, but netted the city US$ 2.5 billion and shot the city’s mayor onto the national scene. 


One way of reducing traffic in Lahore’s Walled City would be, for example, to re-zone some of the local industry present in the area. For instance, the wholesale markets of Shah Alam Market can be made, through effectively drawn local bye-laws, to relocate to areas on the periphery of the city. 


Myth No. 4: Congestion can be solved by road building. This is another classic, often followed by the corollary that less congestion is good for the environment. But a 1994 SACTRA report on the generation of traffic suggests traffic increases beyond projections if new roads are built. Indeed, building roads to ease traffic congestion is much like the government printing more money in times of economic sluggishness: such a step will only create inflation and lead to more sluggishness. 


But the same SACTRA report rather provocatively suggested that traffic would “evaporate” if road space were restricted. Just like the argument for getting out of stagflation. This myth is often thrown about by ambitious politicians eager to stamp their mark on their constituency in the form of a new road. The reason for the existence of this myth is because building roads is one of the great signs of political success in this part of the world. After all, just as Sher Shah Suri is known for the construction of the Grand Trunk Road, Nawaz Sharif will forever be remembered for laying a shortcut from his farmhouse near Raiwind to his office in Islamabad. But building roads between cities is different from hoping to stem traffic congestion by building new roads within cities.


Myth No. 5: We should build more roads. I mentioned our path dependency on hard infrastructure and our failure to invest in green infrastructure above. This endemic dependency postulates that the potential markets in Pakistan need more transport and more transport infrastructure. But just because there’s space doesn’t mean we should fill it with new roads. The latest traffic density surveys conducted in the EU have found that most traffic congestion is an internal, or urban, phenomenon. And since it is common knowledge that mass transit alternatives to roads, such as trains, carry far more freight than automobiles, laying roads between cities to develop the economy should be recognised as not being as efficient as improving the pre-existing rail networks. Also, a well-developed rail network should, in theory, also reduce the load on roads and the resulting desire to lay more and more concrete. 


Urban Pakistan has to decide whether it is to remain under the shadow of these myths. The people of our cities must open their eyes and not allow construction in the name of political ambition ruin the quality of their lives. We must also resist our government securing costly loans in our name from foreign donor institutions to construct unwanted and unneeded roads in our cities. Destroying the myths surrounding urban transport is only the first of many steps in the right direction. We must break from our path dependency and, for once, take the road less travelled by. 

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 05/02/2007)

Mustafa promises 8,000 CNG buses for city

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on returning from The World Economic Forum in Davos once again promised to the citizens that Karachi chosen out of twelve international cities will soon get 8,000 CNG buses.

In the developed cities of the world citizens and tourists are provided comfortable and cheap transport, but transport for the citizens of Karachi is an uphill task. In the absence of Karachi Circular Railway, and unplanned public transport, every morning citizens feel their life is in danger, as every day buses and minibuses create huge traffic inconveniences.


The Nazim made these promises since he took office in 2005, but Karachiites still pass their life miserably in the worst metropolitan infrastructure. City Nazim has conceded to citizens several times that buses plying on roads in the city are outdated and spread pollution, but seems helpless in practically solving the issue. 


Time and again at various press conferences the Nazim talk on various civic issues but this vital issue is always neglected. Karachi in the next few years will have five and seven star hotels, but without a proper transport system, tourism and development works in the city it will be a futile exercise. Nazim has to apprise the citizens in a clear manner, however little is known about when these buses would be imported or the hurdles involved in importing these buses would be removed? The green buses are already out of operation, and during rush hours poor citizens travel on bus rooftops endangering their lives.


The Hamara Karachi festival ended with celebrations, but poor and middle class citizens were unable to enjoy the festival, as they could not reach far flung areas of the city just because there was no transport available for them.


City naib Nazim should have had arranged transport for the poor citizens, as she is fully aware that this over populated city has very little transport, and most of the out dated and obsolete buses either remain at workshops.

It is also a very pathetic situation for the citizens that most of the transporters decrease the strength of the buses after 8 pm, which causes commuters serious hardships and they have no choice left but to sit on the rooftops.

(The News-3, 06/02/2007)

Ministry asked to conduct feasibility: Mass transit system
ISLAMABAD, Feb 7: The National Mass Transit Authority (Namta) on Wednesday directed the railway ministry to conduct feasibility study for developing mass transit system in Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta and Islamabad.

The feasibility study for Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta and Hyderabad will be carried out by private companies, and it is expected that these studies would be completed within a period of one year, a senior official of the railway ministry said.


Karachi and Lahore may take the lead in the development of mass transit system as these cities have traces of circular railways.


Railway Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told reporters in Islamabad on Wednesday that the feasibility studies of some portions of circular railway in Lahore and Karachi were currently being evaluated by the ministry.


The National Mass Transit Authority, in its first meeting, discussed the proposed draft bill for the establishment of Namta. The meeting heard views and suggestions of the provincial governments and other stakeholders on the proposed draft bill.


Representatives of ministries of finance, communications and planning and development as well as city nazims from Quetta, Peshawar, Lahore, Karachi and Faisalabad attended the meeting.

City District Nazim Raja Javed Akhlas also attended the meeting.


Sheikh Rashid Ahmad, who chaired the meeting, told reporters that the draft bill was now being sent to the Council of Common Interests (CCI) before the approval of the federal cabinet and submission to the parliament.


Namta is to act as the regulatory authority for all railway transit system in respect of specifications, standards, construction, designs and public interest. It will facilitate development of mass transit systems for eight cities as directed by the prime minister, in consultation with the provincial and city governments concerned, Mr Ahmed said.

The minister termed the bullet train between Rawalpindi and Lahore as his ‘blue-eyed’ project, and announced that the railway ministry was to sign contract on February 10 for carrying out the project’s feasibility study with Austrian and Spanish firms.

“Since railways is now marching towards running fast trains, we need 75 megawatts of electricity per annum, and for this purpose, have decided to set up five power stations in collaboration with the private sector. The private sector will be allowed to sell surplus power on the basis of equity,” he said.


Mr Ahmad also announced a project to realign the track between Sohawa and Dina, and said the Pakistan Railways Advisory and Consultancy Service (PRACS) would complete the feasibility study of the project in 40 days.

The realignment will help reduce a distance of 38km between Rawalpindi and Lahore and also enable trains to run at high speed, thereby reducing journey time by one hour. Realignment of the track will also pave way for the proposed bullet train project, he said.


A new chapter in the history of Pakistan Railways will open on Thursday (February 8) with the ground-breaking ceremony for the construction of a commercial complex on railways’ land.


Pakistan Railways has leased one of its prime lands on I.I. Chundrigar Road in Karachi to the National Logistic Cell (NLC) at a cost of Rs2.3 billion for the construction of a 48-story commercial complex.

The minister said the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) had been awarded the contract for dualisation of railway track between Lahore and Karachi. This will eliminate 46 stations in between these two cities and considerably increase speed of trains. He said the railway ministry would float tenders on February 28 for the construction of 55 low budget hotels on railways’ land. These hotels will be in addition to the planned five five- star hotels in Karachi, Rawalpindi and Multan. The project of five-star hotel in Lahore is in process.

(By Amin Ahmed, Dawn-2, 08/02/2007)

Pedestrian bridge not serving purpose

KARACHI: The FTC overhead pedestrian bridge located on Sharea Faisal, and built at a cost of Rs 6.5 million, does not have any grill underneath. This causes problems for the commuters when pedestrians try to cross the road through speeding vehicles.


For the aforesaid matter, the traffic police had sent a letter to the city government last month for fixing the grill underneath the FTC pedestrian bridge so as to encourage the pedestrians to use the overhead bridge for crossing the road, rather than risking their lives against vehicles moving at a very high speed.


The Works and Services Department of the city government had taken over the construction work of the bridge after the contractors delayed it by more than six months. They did not build any fence underneath the bridge, therefore most of the pedestrians at either side of the road are often seen crossing the road through the traffic instead of using the overhead bridge that increases the chances of accidents and also cause hurdles in traffic flow.
“A normal pedestrian bridge costs rupees three million. Steel coating of the bridge and the cost for the grill with standard material is almost half the cost of the bridge,” said Amir Husain, District Officer, road safety education CDGK.


Husain said that the contractors find it costly to affix the grill, therefore they avoid it. “The pedestrian bridge should contain a grill under it because it is important to discourage public by using such barriers in their way so that they are compelled to use the bridge,” he said.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 08/02/2007)

Sohrab Goth flyover to bring some method in traffic madness

KARACHI: The opening of the Sohrab Goth Bridge and its ‘loop track’ will reduce the traffic congestion on the Sohrab Goth intersection by up to 50 percent, says Project Manager, Mansoor Siddiqi. This will provide a signal-free corridor to the traffic coming from Rashid Minhas Road moving towards North Karachi as well as to the Super Highway.
The bridge will allow the traffic coming from Rashid Minhas Road to head towards North Karachi while those who need to take right, towards the Super Highway, will first have to take the left track that will allow them to go right through a two-lane loop.


Giving the details of the project, Siddiqi further disclosed that the underpass was almost complete as construction of only 100 metres of the underpass remained to be completed that is 451metres in length.
The heavy traffic at Sohrab Goth intersection continues to be haphazard since the flyover’s construction started off some two years back. The place has become a nuisance for commuters who very often witness a gridlock at the intersection. Moreover, the signals do not work; forcing the traffic police to manually operate the heavy flow of vehicles from all the four directions.


At present, the vehicles coming from Rashid Minhas Road take right from the Sohrab Goth signal after waiting for long hours in the traffic queues. The traffic bedlam increases when the vehicles moving ahead trespass on to additional lanes that are for the traffic coming from the opposite side. These additional lanes consequently don’t provide room for incoming traffic (from the opposite side) and becomes a reason for the traffic imbroglio.


Exacerbating the situation, the four-lane Sharae Pakistan turns half narrow at this intersection because of the heavy shuttering that has been done underneath the bridge to support it during the construction.


Some argue that the opening of just one track would not make any difference and the traffic condition would not improve until the other two tracks of the flyover and the underpass are completed. “The congestion might decrease on Rashid Minhas Road but it would probably shift to the location where this track merges into Sharae Pakistan that already has a heavy traffic flow,” said a commuter who daily passes through the intersection.


However, the concerned officials insist that the traffic scenario will get much better once the bridge is opened. The shuttering beneath the bridge will be removed that will broaden the road to its older extent.
It may be mentioned here that the project that had begun somewhere in April 2005 was initially expected to be completed within two years but given the current situation, that doesn’t seem likely.
The flyover project comprises two four-lane bridges (each having a length of 100 metres) connecting to three ‘loop tracks’, and an underpass. The three loop tracks will allow the vehicles to take right turns from NIPA, Water Pump and the Super Highway, whereas commuters coming from North Karachi will use the underpass to take the right turn towards Water Pump.


Asked as to why the project doesn’t have a fourth loop-track instead of the underpass, the Project Manager revealed that they would have to demolish the residential apartments somewhere near Allahwala Chowk, if there was another one.


Although the contractors said that they had suggested the opening of this track by the middle of this month, the City Nazim firmly directed them to open it this Friday.
The commuters eagerly wait for the opening of the bridge this week, hoping that it will give them at least some relief from the traffic congestion they experience everyday while passing through the intersection. Moreover, they would know very soon if the claims made by officials were actually right.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-3, 08/02/2007)

Musharraf to inaugurate signal-free corridor today
KARACHI, Feb 8: President General Pervez Musharraf will inaugurate the city’s first signal-free corridor linking Sharea Faisal to Site Industrial Area on Friday.

The mega project comprising six components has been completed at an estimated cost of Rs2.1 billion.


Three flyovers at Sharea Faisal Karsaz Road, National Stadium and Hassan Square and also three underpasses at Gharibabad, Liaquatabad and Nazimabad have been completed in record time of 8-9 months to resolve traffic issues.

According to a statement issued by the City Nazim’s Secretariat here on Thursday, the signal-free corridor project aims at reducing traffic-related problems in the city.
The city nazim had laid the foundation stone of these projects in the first quarter of 2006 after taking up his office and also took planning and provided resources, it added.

The statement further said that the city nazim appreciated the citizens for enduring the problems they faced during the construction of these projects.


The 760-metre long National Stadium flyover was opened for traffic on November 15, 2006 which is the second major project on the signal-free corridor. The work on this project was started in April 2006 at an estimated cost of Rs448 million.


The Hasan Square flyover, the third bridge on this signal-free corridor, was completed at an estimated cost of Rs497 million. The work on this bridge stared on June 10, 2006 and completed on December 31, 2006.
The 560-metre long underpass at Gharibabad has been completed in 12 months at an estimated cost of Rs135 million. It has one-track with three lanes.

The 668-metre long Liaquatabad underpass has been completed in eight months at an estimated cost of Rs350 million.


The construction of service roads and storm-water drains and other works have been completed as 4500-metre long storm water drain was also included in this project.
The sixth mega project on this signal-free corridor, the Nazimabad Underpass, was also completed in eight months at an estimated cost of Rs367 million. The underpass is 750-metres long and also is one of the longest underpasses in the country, the statement added.

(Dawn-17, 09/02/2007)

No EIA done on mega project
KARACHI, Feb 8: The City District Government Karachi is all set to get the ground broken for a mega project, a 28kms long elevated expressway along Sharea Faisal from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad Intersection, despite the fact an official assessment of the project’s impact under Pakistan Environmental Protection Act is still to be completed.


City government officials said that the 25-metre wide elevated expressway with three lanes on each track will have a toll-tax for 15 to 20 years and serve as a bypass and a link to the airport for the two seaports of Karachi. The project is first of its kind in the country and bringing foreign investors (IJM Corporation Berhad Malaysia) direct to a district government for a $350 million financing, they said.


Details about the financial feasibility, engineering design, nature of construction and physical structure are not available. The invitation cards regarding a ground breaking ceremony, to be held at Governor’s House, on February 9, have a computer-generated view. This shows that the expressway will be above ground level on pillars to be sunk into the middle traffic islands on Sharea Faisal.


President Pervez Musharraf is likely to perform the ground breaking of the project and construction is likely to be completed in three to four years.

The officials at the helm of city government affairs feel after completion of the proposed expressway, the city’s traffic problem will ease considerably and travelling time reduced. However, conservationists are apprehensive about the hurdles in its way, the construction of on and off ramps, pillars and other activities.


Under Pakistan’s environmental rules, Initial Environmental Examination or Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) are mandatory and meant to assess the impact of a project. In developed countries, an EIA is a powerful tool to ensure development projects do not destroy the environment.


Well placed sources told DAWN that the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency had not been able to conduct any public hearing or issue any NOC or set of mitigation measures in case of public inconvenience or guidelines towards a sustainable development so far as the city government or the project financers had not responded to it adequately.

In reply to a letter, SEPA informed the parties concerned that they were required to submit at least ten copies of the EIA report pertaining to the expressway project and also meet some pre-requisites, including payment for relevant advertisement and other arrangements. A provincial environmental department official said that any grant of NOC on the subject was still pending.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 09/02/2007)

Rain, VVIP movement land motorists in trouble
KARACHI, Feb 9: People faced hardships in reaching their destinations on Friday evening as traffic remained jammed on thoroughfares due to the VVIP movement and owing to rainwater standing on roads.

Hundreds of public and private vehicles remained stuck for hours at Bolton Market, Arts Council, Regal Chowk and Tower. Traffic mess was witnessed on Club Road, I.I. Chundrigar Road, Burns Road, Jamshed Road and Garden Road. Reports of road closures were also received from SITE, Korangi, Malir, Sharea Faisal at a couple of traffic signals, Liaquatabad.


Earlier, traffic police closed all link roads along I.I. Chundrigar Road as part of security measures for President Pervez Musharraf, who visited the State Bank of Pakistan and returned to the Governor’s House.

The law enforcement agencies had also closed all link roads from Hassan Square to SITE town to facilitate the president’s movement, who was scheduled to inaugurate the signal-free corridor from SITE to airport in the evening. The Saddar-bound public transport had to move via Banaras, Sher Shah and Tower.

Due to the closure of major roads, motorists turned to narrow streets to reach their destination but faced traffic mess.

(Dawn-17, 10/02/2007)

‘Signal-free’ corridor with a signal

KARACHI: Even though the City Government claims that they have constructed the first signal-free corridor from SITE to Karsaz, one can witness a signal coming from the Stadium flyover towards Sharea Faisal.

Observers really wonder as to how this could be a ‘signal-free’ passage when vehicles have to bump into a halt on Ibrahim Rahimtoollah Road just before coming over to Sharea Faisal. However, The News learnt that the said signal wasn’t operating till yesterday evening and traffic constable was manually directing the traffic.


On enquiry, the EDO, Transport, Muhammad Athar, said, “The corridor is signal-free; as far as the signal is concerned, it gives a short-time halt to vehicles that is not more than just half a minute.”


Explaining the concept of a ‘signal-free corridor,’ the EDO said that it provides smooth and rapid flow to the vehicles and consequently prevents traffic jams at the major traffic intersections of the city and abnormal delays.

The corridor from Karsaz to SITE that was inaugurated by President Musharraf on Thursday cost 2.1 billion and comprises three flyovers (Karsaz, Stadium and Hassan Square) and three underpasses (Liaqatabad, Gharibabad and Nazimabad.)


The City Government claims that through this signal-free corridor, they have relieved the citizens from the traffic problems that they had been facing since fifty years. The distance of 10.5km that was previously covered in 40 to 45 minutes now can be covered in just 15 minutes, says the CDGK official.

(The News-3, 10/02/2007)

Key consultants pocketing billions

ISLAMABAD: A good number of consultants on government projects are charging billions of rupees as fees every year.

The approved blueprint (PC-I) of just single government project — Trade & Transport Facilitation Project (TTFP) — presents a startling revelation that out of the total cost of Rs 1.14 billion of the project's one component, Rs 1 billion will go to the consultants, both local and foreign. The remaining Rs 140 million will be spent on staff salaries, seminars, travelling, equipments, vehicles and maintenance/miscellaneous.


While the official cabinets and storerooms are already full of half-baked and mostly unimplemented recipes prepared by the so-called consultants to solve the problems of Pakistan, the TTFP promises to present a formula that would do magic to boost the trade and the transport sector of this country.

There is no explanation in the PC-I as to why do we need the national and international consultants despite having the bloated state bureaucracy that include the experts on subjects, like trade and transport.


The project is being funded through the World Bank, which, along with other international donor agencies, has a great role in introducing extremely expensive consultancies here. According to official documents, the World Bank has committed to pay $25 million at an interest rate of 0.75 per cent repayable in 20 years.


The international donors normally attach the condition of consultancies with every project that they sponsor. There are also reported cases where the donors were caught "napping" while gradually siphoning back the funds they had made available for different projects. One such prominent case was that of the wife of the World Bank chief in Pakistan, who was drawing a hefty salary as consultant for a social welfare ministry project financed by no less than the WB itself.


Officials here normally grudge that the money spent on consultancies, generally goes down the drain and have little benefit for the taxpayers who actually had to ultimately bear the cost of such spendings.


Details of the TTFP show that the Planning Commission and the Ministry of Commerce are sharing the responsibilities of the project; the project covers two components; The planning commission, under the project, is responsible to establish a national trade corridor management unit (NTCMU) while the Ministry of Commerce is to establish Trade & Transport Facilitation Unit (TTFU).


The cost of NTCMU and TTFU is Rs1,140 million and Rs360 million respectively. The total cost comes to Rs1,500 million. The foreign exchange component of this total cost is Rs1380 million while the local component is Rs120 million. According to the PC-I, "while under the current financing procedures of the World Bank, the Bank can finance 100 per cent of the project expenditures, the primary purpose of providing government of Pakistan counterpart funding is to bridge finances for the period before the Bank financing kick-starts."


The split of the Rs1140 million NTCMU cost shows that Rs01 billion is allocated for consultants, Rs75 million for staff salaries, Rs25 million for execution (travel, seminars etc), Rs26 million for equipment and vehicles, and Rs14 million for maintenance, miscellaneous, contingencies etc.

To be implemented in five years, the NTCM Unit will be set up under the supervision of planning commission to coordinate, monitor and evaluate the implementation of transport sector projects with ministries concerned. The TTF Unit will work as secretariat under the supervision of the Commerce Ministry for trade facilitation.


Justifying the need for consultancies, the project paper says, "International oversight and technical support will be provided by the national/international consultants and through the technical assistance of the World Bank."
It adds, "The World Bank will assist the Planning Commission in recruiting qualified international consultants, advise on the participation in various international forums, dealing with trade and transport issues, and conduct field mission to Pakistan to contribute to project reviews, sector studies, conferences, or other activity as required by the Planning Commission. The additional staff, equipment, travel and other direct costs for NTCMU will be paid by the project during the project cycle. At the end of the project the Planning Commission and the WB will jointly assess the effectiveness of NTCMU and make recommendations on the size and source of its future financing."

The appointment of innumerable consultants in the government departments on hefty salaries has generated a lot of controversy and debate in the media a few years back following which President Musharraf had ordered an inquiry into the matter.


The inquiry admitted the fact that a brigade of consultants was appointed on huge salaries without any justification. Later the government issued guidelines for the appointment of local and foreign consultants. The sources, however, said that the guidelines issued after detailed discussion and consideration are not strictly implemented.

(By Ansar Abbasi, The News-1, 10/02/2007)

The bane of VIP movement

IT is never a happy time in Karachi when either the president or the prime minister is visiting the city. In that event, massive traffic jams and chaos make life miserable for the citizens. Friday’s jams were no exception as President Musharraf was in town to inaugurate the signal-free corridor. Hapless commuters had to suffer hours of being stranded on the roads, made worse by the rains. So far, there have been no reports of any deaths as a result of this jam, which is a relief as in the past quite a few emergency patients have died because they could not be rushed to the hospital in time. The repeated disruptions and chaos suffered by the city’s residents have had no effect on the VIPs or their movements. Numerous suggestions in the media, urging VIPs to make alternate travel arrangements — travel by helicopter or shift the venue of their meeting to less congested areas — have fallen on deaf ears. And the police’s inability to handle the traffic chaos that inevitably follows a VIP presence in the city only frustrates people more. No wonder callers on city radio stations were fuming in anger at the inconvenience caused by President Musharraf’s visit on Friday. Karachiites — like any other city that is taken hostage by VIP movement — are being made to suffer for no fault of theirs.


True, the president and the prime minister need heavy security, especially since both have survived assassination attempts on them. But surely, imaginative and realistic arrangements can be made, taking into account the factors of orderly movement of traffic. VIP security must not be allowed take precedence over the needs and convenience of the people. Because high-level visits are made well in advance, the traffic police can publicise alternate routes commuters can take. This will lessen jams and the inconvenience they now experience.

(Dawn-7, 11/02/2007)
Chinese firm offers $83m investment in transport

KARACHI, Feb 10: A five-member Chinese delegation, led by Ms Sheng, called on Sindh Minister for Labour, Transport, Industries and Commerce Muhammad Adil Siddiqui at his office and offered investment of US$83.33 million in transport sector.
The offer includes wide-body environment-friendly CNG buses, besides establishing CNG fuel stations and fleet operators in the province.


Sindh Transport Secretary Nasar Hayat and representatives of Provincial Committee on Investment, Muslim Abbasi, Younis Haji Usman, Nazir Haji Usman were also present.


Expressing satisfaction over the investment atmosphere in the province, Hier Bus Company Director Mr Tong and Suz Zou Meisheng President Ms Sheng said they had reviewed inter-city and intra-city routes in the province, where people could be facilitated with safe and conformable transport services through running pollution-free CNG buses.

They said the company was keen to work on this project under public-private partnership. In coordination with homeland transport, the company which would establish terminals for inter-city and intra-city fleets besides CNG stations.


The transport minister said the province was safe and attractive for foreign investment. There were vast investment opportunities in other sectors also, he added. He said the government through its policies had maintained law and order while foreign investors were being provided facilities for investment on 100 per cent equity basis.


The government was working on other projects as well to improve transport infrastructure for which it was necessary to introduce larger number of CNG buses under Urban Transport Scheme, he added.

Adil Siddiqui assured the delegation of all-out assistance on behalf of Sindh government.

(Dawn-19, 11/02/2007)

Manora-Clifton bridge

KARACHI: President General Pervez Musharraf will perform the groundbreaking ceremony of the bridge that will be constructed from Clifton to Manora, Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping, Senator Babar Khan Ghauri said. The minister said that the president would also perform the groundbreaking ceremony for the Diamond Bar Island City.

(Daily Times-B1, 12/02/2007)

What it takes to get vehicles’ fitness certificate

KARACHI: Eight officials of the Motor Vehicle and Inspections (MVI)’s Baldia Town branch are still on duty despite a strong recommendation for their immediate transfer by the head of the city’s Driving Licenses branch on account of their corruption.

SP Tariq Bajwa, who heads the Driving Licenses Branch, had raided the Baldia Town office four days ago after receiving reports that staff there was involved in corrupt practices. During the early morning raid, he found no staff present. He met people who had come there to seek fitness certificates for their vehicles, who told him about the tactics employed by the staff to fleece them.
Taking exception to these goings-on, he sent an inquiry report to DIG Traffic recommending action against the erring staff, including their transfer from the branch. However, despite a lapse of four days, the eight officials named in the report are still on duty at the MVI Branch and no action has been initiated against them.


On being approached, SP Bajwa told this reporter that after receiving complaints from citizens, he decided to pay a surprise visit to the MVI Branch at about 9am.

As he entered the branch from the out gate, the cop manning the entrance took to his heels as soon as he saw his car coming. He ordered his staff to stop him. Upon entering the branch, he saw another constable who tried to pass word to the office staff about his arrival. He, too, was stopped by him.
He said he saw about 80 to 100 rickshaws were parked in the ground for getting fitness certificate. He talked to their owners and asked about the process they followed to get the certificate. When he asked them if any official demanded bribe to speed the process, most of them laughed off the matter. One said if they disclosed this, the money they had paid the other day would go waste as they would not then get the document. 


In the meantime, the SP said, one driver came forward and told him that while fitness certificate fee is only Rs10, he had already paid Rs400 three days ago but was still visiting the place to get the required paper. On being quizzed, the man also disclosed the name of the official whose palm he had greased.


During this conversation, acting DSP Manzer Hussain came and Bajwa asked him about the official in question, but he maintained a discreet silence. He then told him to take him round the whole branch. 
He went to the unit of trucks, minibuses, taxis and listened to their owners’ complaints. A few of them expressed skepticism that any action could be taken against the staff. They said they have to pay anywhere between Rs800 and Rs2000 for getting the fitness certificate. A driver said he had paid Rs1000 three days ago but was still waiting for the requisite certificate to be delivered to him.


In the meantime, a taxi driver came and said that it was his first experience of visiting the branch. He said he had paid Rs1,000 to an inspector for registration but still his work was pending, the SP said.
He added that while he stayed there up to 10am listening to the complaints, no officer reported to duty. He said he returned to his office and made an inquiry report against eight officials and sent it to the DIG Traffic for action. He added that he had conducted the raid on the orders of the IGP Sindh.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-3, 12/02/2007)

Hyderi bike market attracts a throng of buyers

KARACHI: Despite the ongoing trend of leased motorcycles, especially those made in China, there are a few places that attract large numbers of people for the sale or purchase of used motorcycles and the Hyderi motorcycle market that is arranged on every Sunday is one that has a number of features for the attraction of the public. 


Most of those present in the market said that it has existed for years but there is no such record as to when it was started. However, since after the introduction of charged parking system, many find it a very good place for both sale and purchase of motorcycles. 


Those who sell their bikes in the market think that there is a good margin of profit as compared to other places while those who visit the market to buy motorcycles say they have more choice and a free environment and better people to deal with. 
“One can get a good price here. There are more people here. You have more room for bargaining,” said Nisar Ahmed who resides near Akbar Road. “I came to sell my motorcycle here because I can find a difference of Rs3000 to 5000 in the selling price,” he continued, adding, “If I were offered good money for my bike elsewhere why would I come here.” 
“At Akbar Road they are all mechanics and pay you very small amount because they keep a good margin of profit,” said Fahad Arif of Federal B Area, adding, “It’s an open market, you can bargain on your own.”


Fahad told The News that his uncles were regular visitors to the market for the last seven years or so. “The environment is really good especially due to the charged parking that started a few years ago,” he added. 


In Hyderi market one can easily make an extra bit of money as compared to other markets like Akbar Road but it requires some effort and patience as to find the customer who can pay off the desired amount. “Motorcycles with Karachi registration numbers have greater demand and are usually sold with little effort,” said an official who was conducting charged parking. “However, one needs to spend four to five hours for finding a few customers,” he continued, adding, “More than a thousand motorcyclists with twice as many customers come to sell and purchase bikes every Sunday that gives them more choice for bargaining, since most of the motorcycles are held by single person that also increases its demand and attract the customers.”


The official further said that motorcycles of a particular model and make are sold easily but sometimes it takes two to three consecutive visits to sell bikes bearing registration number plates other than that of Karachi. “The smarter you are, the quicker you sell,” he added.


“My cousin bought one from here,” says M. Imran who was looking to buy a motorcycle. “I have spent an hour and bargained with six men,” he continued, adding, “but I still have a lot of choice and if I find a bike that comes in my range with best state of fitness I will purchase it then and there.”


The market remains busy through out the day as people from all aspects of life keep visiting the very place for either of the two aforesaid purposes. If seller of the bike is also the owner of that particular vehicle and the engine and chassis of the bike is in good condition, he stands the best chance of getting his desired amount.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 12/02/2007)

Closure of road creates traffic mess
KARACHI, Feb 12: Closure of a portion of Dr Ziauddin Ahmad Road from Shaheen Complex to S.M. Law College for replacing an underground sewerage line left a number of motorists stranded on the nearby roads for hours on Monday evening.


Though traffic was diverted to different roads the mismanagement on part of traffic police complicated the situation further.

The vehicles coming from Burnes Road and Arambagh and those on the M.R. Kiyani Road remained blocked at the Arts Council roundabout. At the intersection, a very few police constables were seen who could not control the heavy flow of traffic.


Long queues of vehicles were witnessed on Din Mohammad Wafai Road and I.I. Chundrigar Road after the office hours.

Besides, complaints of traffic jams were also received from Garden, Nagan Chowrangi and Sohrab Goth.

(Dawn-17, 13/02/2007)

Karachi traffic trauma

AT the best of times Karachi traffic is an ordeal for the commuters. The situation gets exasperating when religious and political rallies take place.


The citizens suffer quietly, as road blocks of normal routes obstruct routine life and business. Any objections to these practices are seen as disturbing sectarian harmony or worse, an attack on religion and its sacred rituals.   Furthermore, when the president and prime minister arrive to bless a gathering or perform an opening ceremony of some project, the security arrangement to protect the lives of these popular leaders from their public lead to the closing down of main routes of the city for long periods.


The resulting traffic congestion affects the whole city. The suffering of Karachi residents due to traffic has been are well publicised in newspapers and television. Yet there is still no let up or respite in their suffering. The recent election fever in Karachi saw unruly crowds of political parties disrupting the traffic and causing unnecessary obstruction to the movement of vehicles.  


The citizens of Karachi have a choice to register their protest against the menace of motorcycle riders and crowded buses of political parties workers waving banners and holding up the flow of traffic.

The voters should deny vote to those who through their political workers rallies are causing disruption to normal traffic and life, as no one can expect any improvement after they get elected. 


OWAIS HASIN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 14/02/2007)
7 pedestrian bridges to be completed in a month
KARACHI, Feb 13: Construction of seven pedestrian bridges at different spots along the signal-free corridor will be completed in a month.
This was stated by ADO Zafar Ehsan of Transport and Communication Department of the city government while delivering a lecture on the topic of ‘road safety’ to 40 under-training traffic police officials at the Civic Centre here on Tuesday.

The delegation was led by the chief law inspector of Traffic Police Training Center, Saeedabad, Ghulam Qasim Junejo.


The ADO said that the directives for early completion of these bridges were issued by the city nazim.

The seven points selected for the construction of the overhead pedestrian bridges are near Mashriq Centre, Essa Nagri, Baloch Hotel, Sharifabad, Liaquatabad Town Office, Nazimabad and Liaquatabad No. 4, he said.


The ADO said that so far 137 male and female teachers of different government schools had been imparted training to educate children of their respective schools on road safety.

The department had also distributed booklets, brochures and also showed road safety videos in Expo Center to create awareness among masses, he added. He further said the ratio of traffic accidents had increased in the city due to violation of traffic rules and according to a survey one motorcycle rider died every 62-hour.

One pedestrian is killed every 25-hour while in every 37-hour a car and in 28-hour a mini-bus face accident, he added.

(Dawn-18, 14/02/2007)

People start avoiding congested traffic zones


KARACHI: For the month, major areas of the city such as Saddar, Preedy Street, Empress Market, Zaibunnissa Street, MA Jinnah Road, Business Recorder Road, Nishtar Road, Mauripur Road and II Chundrigar Road, have been facing regular traffic jams. Many crossings on Shahrah-e-Faisal, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Burns Road, Hassan Ali Afindi Road, Shahrah-e-Iraq, Sindhi Hotel Road and Metropole Hotel Roundabout, are blocked throughout the day, while other badly hit areas are routes from Lee Market to Kharadar, Lasbela to Nazimabad, Teen Hatti Chowrangi to Liaquatabad, Jail Chowrangi to Civic Centre, Sohrab Goth to Nagan Chowrangi. 


Bus driver Yameen alleged that the Karachi traffic police accepted bribes from the drivers of buses, wagons, trucks and other commercial vehicles, and didn’t do their duty as they should. “If they pay as much attention to controlling traffic problems of the city as they pay to grabbing bribes, all of Karachi’s traffic issues would be solved,” he stated. 

“Of the 400 to 500 rupees that I earn daily, Rs 80 to Rs 100 are spent bribing the traffic police,” said taxi driver Aslam, who has been on Karachi’s roads for 15 years. He said that if the traffic police spotted a taxi driver loading a passenger’s luggage on top of his car or placing it on a seat inside the taxi, they flagged him down in no time, demanding a bribe. “We have to pay them in order for them to let us work or else they threaten us with a challan. The police is more interested in bribes than making sure that the flow of traffic remains smooth.” 

Rickshaw driver Gul Khan has been driving for eight years and, a few months back, he used to earn Rs 400 per day. But thanks to the deteriorating traffic condition of the city, he now barely manages to earn Rs 200 to 250. “The rickshaw eats up more fuel because of these traffic jams, and since we can’t charge the customers more, we have to suffer the loss in revenue,” he explained. That is why he had stopped driving in areas where there was more probability of a traffic jam. 


Mohammad Aziz, a resident of Nazimabad and employee of a private insurance company at Tower, uses the minibus daily. “Encroachments and double parking are rampant on the main roads of Karachi which is what causes traffic jams,” he observed, adding that minibuses stopping in the middle of the road to load passengers was another major reason. “My duty lasts eight hours, but I am out of the house for a major portion of the day because of the problems I face on the road on my way to and from the office. At times, traffic jams seem so unsolvable that we prefer travelling on foot rather than our vehicles,” he said.


“Previously, traffic jams were the fate of only main roads, but now you can see blockages even on the small roads,” said Majid Khan, who operates a small factory in Usmanabad, Lyari Town, and lives in Shadman Town, North Karachi. He said that one had to make a whole plan to travel from one area of Karachi to another, or forget about completing the task. According to Majid, everyone was responsible for the shabby condition of Karachi’s traffic, be it the police or the drivers. “We have become so socially degenerated that we don’t even try and make space for an ambulance to pass! Roads around Civil Hospital and other major hospitals of Karachi are full of encroachments and suffer heavy traffic jams causing the road to become too narrow for an ambulance to go through.” He also blamed VIP movements. 


Quratulain, who works for a private firm on MA Jinnah Road, told Daily Times that officials from the city, provincial and federal governments made tall claims but “the reality is contrary to it and the traffic situation in Karachi is as out of control as ever!” She appealed to the Supreme and high courts to take immediate notice of the traffic situation in the city. 


When contacted, chairman of the works committee and nazim of union council No. 1, Saddar Town, Mohammad Arif Gaddi, said that the Saddar Town administration had formed a plan as part of its efforts to solve the town’s traffic problem. “Residents park their cars in no-parking zones causing problems in the smooth movement of traffic,” he said, adding that the administration had built a parking area around the Skin General Hospital and two more would be built by the administration soon.

(By Fareed Farooqui, Daily Times-B1, 14/02/2007)

Work on seven overhead pedestrian bridges commences

KARACHI: On the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, the construction of seven overhead pedestrian bridges has started at different points of the signal-free corridor to facilitate pedestrians. These seven bridges at Mashriq Centre, Essanagri, Baloch Hotel, Sharifabad, Liaquatabad Town Office, Nazimabad, and Liaquatabad No. 4 will be completed within the current month. 


This was stated by the Additional District Officer, Zafar Ehsan, while delivering a lecture on the topic of Road Safety to a 40-member under-training traffic police officials’ team at the Civic Centre on Tuesday. The delegation was led by Chief Law Inspector of the Traffic Police Training Centre, Saeedabad, Ghulam Qasim Junejo. 


He said the Transport and Communication department of the city government on the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has started the Road Safety Education Programme. So far 137 male and female teachers of different government schools have been imparted training to train children of their respective schools regarding the road safety. The department had also distributed booklets, brochures and also showed road safety videos at the Expo Centre to create awareness among the masses, he added. He also emphasised motivating the role of traffic police in the city to stop the violation of traffic rules and arrest the ever-increasing traffic accident ratio.

(The News-3, 14/02/2007)

Expressway

THE inauguration of an expressway is indeed a commendable achievement of Karachi’s city district government. The present infrastructure requires further expansion, revamping and remodeling to cater to the ever-increasing volume of traffic in Karachi.


The problem posed by such traffic usually goes from bad to worse, when any VVIP opts to travel on Sharea Faisal which is the main artery in the city. This impacts the normal flow of traffic, especially the ambulances carrying patients who are struggling for their lives.


Much has been written on this issue with VVIPs being advised to adopt an alternative means of transport but perhaps it is not in the supreme national interest for them to comply. Under such circumstances it is suggested that the government allocate a complete lane on both sides of the expressway exclusively for emergency traffic. It would also be appreciated if a hospital with emergency life-saving facility can be included in the construction plan for all important intersections.

This will not only serve the local community but would also curtail the need for ambulances to travel to the much-congested downtown, thus enhancing their passengers’ chances to live.


SYED SALAHUDDIN AHMED

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 15/02/2007)
Overflowing sewage ruins road in Keamari
KARACHI, Feb 14: The inhabitants of areas around the port health department offices in Keamari have expressed their deep concern over the unhygienic conditions in their localities.

During a visit to the area, the road along the port health department was found in dilapidated condition. People said overflowing gutters particularly during rains had not only ruined the road but also put their health at risk.

The hospital staff said they were unable to drive on such a rough road, which had developed deep ditches and potholes. Dr Lachman Das said most of the patients complained of respiratory tract infections and skin diseases due to the unhygienic conditions prevailing in the locality. Another doctor said they had time and gain approached the authorities concerned of Keamari Town in this regard, but to no avail.


According to the World Health Organisation’s international health regulations every port and its peripheral areas in 400 meters must have an environment free of rodents and other diseases carrying vectors, they said regretting that the situation was altogether different in Keamari. They said they had been facing the problem for the last 20 years and the successive governments had never paid any heed to their complaints.


Some residents of the area, Mohammad Iqbal, Imtiaz and Mohammad Fazil, told this scribe that the overflowing sewage was a serious problem as most of the manholes were without lids. They said those offering prayers in Masjid Alafdin had to pass through stinking water accumulated at its main entrance.
Besides, they said, the movement of heavy machinery, long vehicles and tankers had worsened the situation. The footpaths dug up for laying telephone cables had been left abandoned and people have to walk on road putting their life at risk.

(Dawn-18, 15/02/2007)

Special ramp not of world standard: Shehri

KARACHI, Feb 15: A spokesman for Shehri, citizens for a better environment, has said that the special ramp for the elderly and physically challenged people, especially those using wheelchairs built on the pedestrian bridge on Sharea Faisal is not up to international standard for the handicapped.

The spokesperson said long ramps for wheelchairs must have a maximum slope of 1:20, with 5-foot wide rest landings every 30 feet.


The CDGK-sponsored ramps are twice as steep (slope = 1:10) and have only one rest landing in a 19-foot rise, thus being totally unsuitable for wheelchairs users.


The Shehri representative said their organisation had pointed this out to the city government in written on November 24th 2005 and January 30th 2006 when the overhead pedestrian bridge at the Duty Free Shop near Baloch Colony was under construction. Unfortunately, the city government ignored the advice.
Other similar ramps (like the one near Urdu College on University Road) have been blocked with bollards to prevent motorcyclists (and consequently any strong and physically agile wheelchair user) from misusing the ramp/bridge.


The Sheri said there was another common public complaint that signal-free roads (recently inaugurated SITE to Jinnah Airport, other large sections of Sharea Faisal) cannot be crossed except at great risk to one’s life, especially by children and the elderly?


Overhead pedestrian bridges and other safe opportunities to cross roads, where traffic whizzes by at speeds in excess of 60kph, are inconveniently located half to one kilometre apart.

(Dawn-18, 16/02/2007)

First week statistics show promise

KARACHI: As of February, the traffic police have increased their efficiency nine-fold, compared to last year, in the wake of their campaign against vehicles with AFR (applied for registration) plates and other improper number plates. However, their performance regarding this violation still requires a lot of improvement.
The recent statistics of Central Police Office, Traffic, reveal that they have issued 673 challans (tickets) against both unregistered vehicles and those with AFR number plates during the first week of their special campaign. 
They also impounded 299 vehicles and issued fines worth Rs67,300. After the official announcement by Sindh Advisor for Home, Wasim Akhtar, the traffic police started a special campaign on February 1, 2007, against vehicles with improper and registered number plates. The February 1st deadline was also given to owners to allow them to get their vehicles registered from the Excise and Taxation Department (ETD).


It may be added here that displaying ‘AFR’ plates or unauthorised personalised registration marks, and driving vehicles on open transfer letters both classify as violations of the provisions of Motor Vehicle Ordinance and Rules, and are punishable not only by a fine, but can also lead to a cancellation of registration and a confiscation of the vehicle itself.


Although the given statistics suggest that the police are working quite efficiently and taking action against violators, one can still see a number of vehicles with AFR2006/2007 number plates and even, in some cases, vehicles with no number plates at all. 


Last year, a total of 3,614 challans were issued against vehicles with AFR number plates, which amounts to an average of 301 challans per month or nearly 75 per week with almost 600 vehicles being registered daily. 
Hence, compared to last year, the latest statistics show that the police have become far more efficient, as the first week of February alone shows 673 tickets, nine times higher than a week’s average last year. Despite this dramatic improvement, there is no real threat to the violators since such vehicles can be seen easily.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 16/02/2007)

One track of Sohrab Goth flyover opened
KARACHI, Feb 16: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan along with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal inaugurated one track of Sohrab Goth Flyover worth Rs570 million late Thursday night.
The track from Gulshan-i-Iqbal to Nagan Chowrangi and Liaquatabad, Super Highway to Nagan Chowrangi has been opened for vehicular traffic.


However, the underpass at Sohrab Goth Flyover will be completed within the next three months while the opening of the second track of the flyover will take one year. The project is being completed phase-wise due to the massive volume of traffic at Sohrab Goth, said a spokesman for the city government.


Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, Dr Ibad said that the city government under the dynamic leadership of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had completed a number of mega projects in the last one year were worth appreciating. He said all the departments under the active and sincere leadership had improved.
The rapid pace of uplift projects for the improvement of road network and communication system will lead to resolve traffic related problem, he added. The governor said that due to these projects the citizens would be able to save time and fuel as well. Later, he along with the city nazim took round the flyover.

(Dawn-17, 17/02/2007)

One track of Sohrab Goth flyover opened

KARACHI: One track of the Rs570-million Sohrab Goth Flyover was inaugurated by the Governor of Sindh, Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan along with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, on Thursday. 
The track has been opened to facilitate the flow of traffic from Gulshan-i-Iqbal to Nagan Chowrangi and Liaquatabad, and from Super Highway to Nagan Chowrangi. The underpass at the Sohrab Goth Flyover will be completed within the next three months while the second track of the flyover will be operational in one year. The project is being completed in stages due to the massive volume of traffic at Sohrab Goth.


The governor after inaugurating the track said the City District Government Karachi under the dynamic leadership of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has completed a number of mega projects in last one year, which is worth appreciating. 


The rapid pace of development projects for the improvement of road network and communication system will resolve traffic related problems and also provide traveling facilities to citizens. He also underlined the need to improve road networks as the number of vehicles in the city are increasing. Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan said that with the help of these projects, the citizens will benefit to a great extent as both time and fuel will be saved. He added that these projects are a milestone in the development of Karachi. 
He said Sohrab Goth is one of the major intersections where there is heavy traffic and the project is being completed in phases for the convenience of commuters. 


Later, the Governor along with Nazim visited different parts of the flyover.

(The News-2, 17/02/2007)

Elevated Expressway

Work on project from next month

KARACHI: Following the ground-breaking ceremony of the 24-kilometre long Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), IJM Corporation will start its groundwork by next month, presumably opposite the Finance Trade Centre (FTC) on Sharea Faisal.


Informed sources told The News that paperwork between the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and IJM Corporation is in process, after which the CDGK will hand the location over to IJM so that they can start the work, and for the time being, on an area of at least three kilometers. Once the desired place is provided by the CDGK the IJM will begin moving its machinery and mobilising its team.


The work will only start after a complete clearance has been given by the CDGK and other agencies involved in the land around Shahra-e-Faisal. IJM sources have also requested the city government to provide a small part of land so that they can set up their subsidiary offices as early as possible. 


At present the IJM has its main office on Shahra-e-Faisal and three other offices are to be set up at Karsaz, Malir and around or adjacent FTC. Sources said at present IJM is in the second phase of the project with the city government. According to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal it is one of the hugest foreign investment projects that have ever come in Karachi. While talking to The News on Wednesday, Kamal had said that the government will facilitate the IJM Corporation to the maximum as it is the policy of CDGK to provide all possible facilities to investors in the city.


All of the project’s design work is complete now and only a green signal by CDGK will make the groundwork a reality. The $225-million project is to be 25-metre-wide expressway having three lanes on each side and to be constructed in three years. Six interchanges will be provided on the elevated expressway at Quaidabad Intersection, Star Gate, HIR Road, Shahra-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole and Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty).


It is expected that the KEE will cause no traffic jam in Karachi and routine traffic of the city will not be affected due to its construction as it is slated to have a safe, convenient and cost-effective environment.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 18/02/2007)

The new fuel war: diesel vs CNG

KARACHI: Despite a June 2007 deadline set by the Sindh High Court (SHC) for phasing out pollution emitting vehicles, the government is meeting stiff resistance to its decision from various transport mafias in the city. There are around 50,000 rickshaws and 13,300 buses in Karachi, most of which run on diesel.


The move to replace diesel buses with CNG ones was carried out by the city government when dual fuel buses were introduced in the city. These buses had the capability to run on CNG as well as diesel. EDO Transport and Communication Muhammad Athar said that dual fuel Chinese buses were brought to the city as an experiment, which met a bad fate. The company was sacked for taking high loans from the bank and showing over-invoicing. “The federal government has given a budget of Rs5 billion for the induction of 5000 CNG buses, which would be introduced as soon as the requisition is approved,” he said


He added that once these steps are finalized, Completely Knocked Down (CKD) kits of CNG buses would be bought to ensure the efficiency of these buses. “If it works, it would be a major breakthrough and major help to curb pollution in the city,” he said, adding that these buses would be given to the drivers on interest-free loans, slowly replacing the old worn-out buses. 


There are initiatives for the induction of CNG vehicles in the city; such as the decision to replace two-stroke rickshaws with the four-stroke ones. This resulted in strong protest from the rickshaw owners. The deadline to shift to CNG has now been relaxed to June 2007 after which all diesel-emitting rickshaws and buses would be seized. 25% of petrol is emitted unburnt by these rickshaws, which is not soluble in the atmosphere. 


President of Auto Rickshaws and Taxi Owners Association Ali Afsar Tanoli complains that CNG rickshaws are not fit for the climate of Karachi, as they heat up very easily. He also stated that some rickshaws in the city are on Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and the rest are operating on diesel. 


The conversion to CNG has been a successful experiment in many countries. Delhi is an evident example, where the Supreme Court of India took over the responsibility realizing the growing air pollution in the city due to diesel-oriented vehicles. On July 28, 1998, a time frame was given by the Supreme Court in Delhi for measures to be taken to reduce pollution in the city. The order stated that all pre-1990 autos and taxis were to be replaced with new vehicles. It also stated that buses more than eight years old could ply on the roads of Delhi. The decision to shift to CNG by the Indian Supreme Court won limited support by authorities in Delhi. But after the deadline, all diesel vehicles were eliminated. 


Lahore is working on the same lines for the improvement of its environment. Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, a lawyer and a teacher in Lahore, filed a petition with the Lahore High Court against growing air pollution in the city. The petition titled “Syed Mansoor Ali Shah versus Government of Punjab” was filed in 1997 against the growing menace of pollution in Lahore. “After that petition, the judge directed for formulation of Clean Air Solution Committee for drawing up our recommendation for the city, but nothing was done,” he said.


However, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) came across the petition and offered to help. Experts from the ADB were provided with all the statistics of air pollution after which they came up with recommendations for improving the environment. “The LHC has now given a deadline till December 2007 for all the diesel-emitting vehicles to shift to CNG. This has been a great achievement,” he said. 
The scenario of environment due to old and worn-out vehicles is the same in Karachi as Lahore. The fate of diesel vehicles is yet to be determined until June 2007. However, the Sindh High Court can also work on the same lines of recommendation given by the ADB to LHC.

(By Sidra Rafique Gooda, The News-4, 18/02/2007)

Need to convert Mai Kolachi to a bridge on pillars

KARACHI: “The Mai Kolachi Bypass needs to be converted into a bridge on pillars,” suggests Perween Rehman, Director of the Orangi Pilot Project Research and Training Institute (OPP-RTI). 
The construction of the Mai Kolachi Bypass has blocked the passage of two of the city’s main drains — those of Soldier Bazaar and City Railway — which serve Saddar and the city’s business centre.


Before running into the rivers, the major drains of the city flow into the backwaters, amongst which, Mai Kolachi is an important one, explains Rehman. 
She says that rather than building another bypass, a bridge on pillars would not only afford citizens more protection against the annual flooding, which occurs during the rainy season, but also protect the city’s mangrove swamps. 
The lack of an adequate drainage system allowing for the free flow of waste and rainwater out of the city could be rectified through projects such as “pillar bridges”, but only with professional consultation and advice. 


Furthermore, heavy construction work and the further sales of plots along the bypass should be stopped immediately, she said, adding that, plotting over a ‘backwater’ is illegal as it serves as a flood protection zone. Town planners say that the major contributing factor to this tragedy is the demand for land amongst Karachi’s elite and the city’s planning agencies.


Citizens experienced many hazards during the heavy rains this year. The city centre was badly flooded, the major reason for which was that water couldn’t get to the sea. As Rehman pointed out, “Water needs downward outlets; if these outlets are not present, the excess rainwater cannot be removed from the city.” According to Rehman, if citizens are to be guaranteed that they will not be reliving the same horror and dismay next year, this transformation of the bypass to a bridge needs to be done at the earliest possible opportunity.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-5, 18/02/2007)

Hidden behind traffic jams
By Dr Noman Ahmed

The harbour and port of Karachi can be undoubtedly considered as the raison d'etre for the choice, development, expansion and sustenance of the megapolis. The ensemble of buildings around the marine gateway to the city have a unique significance in the urban structure of Karachi. In them, the splendid building of Karachi Port Trust (KPT) occupies a commanding position, both in terms of its physical perimeter as well as the locational advantage along the docks and port. Despite the fact that several new buildings in the backdrop of KPT building now scale higher in profile and geometrical stretch, the grandeur of this fine piece of pre-independence architecture remains uneclipsed to date.
With the construction of the web of flyovers, there are many vantage points to view various facets of this building. Similarly, as one is approaching the port from I.I. Chundrigar Road or M.A. Jinnah Road, the triangular road junction offers a point for spectacular view of the building.
Completed in 1916, KPT Headquarter was designed by famous consulting architect, George Wittet of Bombay. He had several other important buildings to his credit. Arcade at the ground floor and bay window facaded appearance of upper floors was the key design concept. The plan form was composed of a quarter of the circumference of a circle. Soon after the work began, need for the construction of a house was felt which was soon interpolated in the overall design scheme. The chief material of construction has been Gizri stone which was finely dressed to give an even appearance to the building. The style of fenestration became a trendsetter for several buildings in Karachi that were built in the historic quarters of the city. A well proportioned dome signifies the entrance to the edifice in a rather orthodox manner. The plan to elevation ratio constitutes a well dimensioned combination that is responsible for elevating the overall aesthetic treatment of the building. KPT Headquarter is also an important case study with respect to site planning. It possesses a sizable internal open space within its confines for the routine hustle and bustle of office activities.
In pre-partition times, KPT Headquarters existed in a quiet precinct. Motorised traffic was very limited. Bulk of cargo movement was facilitated through freight trains while cargo for the city was transported through camel carts. Veteran Karachities nostalgically recall the serenity of the surroundings of this area in those days. Whereas the area and the constituent buildings saw some hectic activities such as the Second World War times when a large war hospital was created in the immediate vicinity of the building, the overall tranquillity of the environment remained intact. Port offices, merchants, clearing and forwarding agents, ship owners, labourers and dock workers were the usual sight in and around the KPT building. However much of this activity remained pedestrian. Thus noise pollution was a non-entity. After partition, the activities gradually intensified but the essential character of the surroundings remained. With the rapid rise in heavy vehicles and container based traffic, the subtle charm of the public space was lost. People now lament that while walking along the property edge of KPT Building, they can barely see the Mereweather Tower -- another prominent landmark -- due to heavy movement of buses, loader trucks and large vehicles.
KPT Headquarters now face many issues pertinent to restoration and routine upkeep. At one point in its recent history, the building was painted white which jeopardized the originality of its architectural existence. Thankfully, better sense prevailed and the external appearance has been reverted back to original Gizri stone finish. In some cases, one finds the management callously damaging the internal facades for the fixing of electrical and mechanical accessories. Lack of awareness and an acute dearth of expertise in building restoration is a key issue that awaits attention of the concerned.

The KPT Head Office is enlisted in Sindh Cultural Preservation Act of 1994. As an extrapolation to this vital legal initiative, the entire precinct where KPT building is located must be declared a protection zone. There are many important buildings of architectural and historic significance that constitute an interwoven cluster of urban fabric. Besides the area is in desperate need of a traffic management plan to streamline the vehicular flow as well as regulation of undesirable movement of long vehicles. Inundation of sewerage water around this location has become a constant menace to the movement of pedestrians.
It must be remembered that the charm of the heritage buildings can be truly experienced and appreciated through pedestrian movement. Unless that dimension is restored, the true glory of this marvel of architecture shall remain diminished behind chaotic traffic jams.

(By Dr. Noman Ahmed, The News-31, 18/02/2007)

Daewoo bus service in city from June
KARACHI, Feb 20: The Korean firm, Daewoo, will start plying its modern bus service on Karachi – Hyderabad route from June 1. A written undertaking has been given by the company in this regard to the Sindh government.

A five-member delegation led by the chief executive of the company, Chang Il Kim, on Tuesday held a meeting with Sindh Transport Minister Adil Siddiqui and gave the assurance to ply Daewoo buses on Karachi-Hyderabad within next three months.


The city government has agreed to provide a three acre plot near Sohrab Goth to set up its bus terminal to facilitate the company to start its bus service.


The transport minister welcomed the Daewoo’s interest in Sindh and said the need for changing transport culture in Sindh was being felt since long and for this purpose the government would provide all possible facilities to this sector.

He asked the company to also chalk out a plan to ply its buses within the city.

(Dawn-19, 21/02/2007)

Traffic police drive gathering steam

KARACHI: The Capital City Traffic Police, Karachi, has challaned 15041 vehicles for violating different sections and using the Applied For Registration (AFR) and other unregistered number plates. 

According to a press release issued on Tuesday, police have impounded 802 vehicles, fitness certificates of 127 vehicles were cancelled, and collected cumulative fines to the tune of Rs1504100.

The communication further said that 1242 challans were issued against AFR and unregistered vehicles, 683 vehicles were in police custody and Rs124,200 was collected in penalties, 8988 buses, mini-buses and coaches were fined during the February 1-February 19 interregnum for violating rules and regulations, 38 vehicles were in police custody and an amount of Rs898,800 was collected from them.

He further said that 4811 public vehicles were booked for allowing gents to travel in the ladies compartment and 81 vehicles were taken away from the roads by the police department and Rs481,100 was received as penalty from them. He also claimed that ratio of violating different sections had reduced after launching of the campaign.

(The News-2, 21/02/2007)

19 reasons why Shahra-e-Faisal shouldn’t be destroyed by an elevated expressway: IAP


KARACHI: The Institute of Architects Pakistan (IAP) has listed 19 reasons and concerns about the proposed Elevated Expressway (EE) that the CDGK plans to build over the M.T. Khan Road / Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor, according to a press release Tuesday. On Feb 24, the CDGK is holding a briefing on the project at the AKU at 10:30 a.m., the IAP’s Amina Nasim Jan told Daily Times.


According to the press release, the architects and planners are not against development; in fact their business thrives with the development in the country but Shahrah-e-Faisal which has been there since before Partition was never designed to support an elevated expressway. 

The project proposes to construct a 24km long, 4 lane expressway which will stretch from Jinnah Bridge at Keamari to Quaidabad in Malir. Vehicles will be required to pay a toll. There will be six entry and exit points; Quaidabad, Star Gate, Karsaz, Shahrah-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole, and Jinnah Bridge. The EE will be high enough to clear the existing overpasses and will have toll plazas at intermediate levels at the six entry/ exit nodes. There have been very limited public hearings on this project. 


Several prominent members of the architectural and engineering communities have expressed their reservations but their concerns have been brushed aside in the rush to initiate this project in the name of development and foreign investment.


The IAP believes that there are several reasons why this project is conceptually flawed and unfeasible: The EE is being developed to ease the current and projected load on Shahrah-e-Faisal. The project does not take into account the alternative route and the relief that will be provided by the Lyari Expressway nor does it consider any different corridors to divert traffic off of Shahrah-e-Faisal.


The EE is proposed to be a high-speed link for freight and passenger traffic between the airport, Karachi Harbour and the Port Qasim. Realistically, there is very limited traffic between the airport and the two ports. Instead there is much greater freight traffic between the ports and the rest of the country, adequately serviced by the Northern Bypass.

It is also not correct to refer to the EE as the Southern Bypass as has been suggested because it bypasses nothing and ploughs through the densest and most valuable real estate in Karachi. The EE also does not service any of the industrial estates of Karachi. There is no direct access to the EE from Korangi, SITE and North Karachi except through residential neighbourhoods. These areas are much better served by the Northern Bypass and the National Highway.


The project proposes to place a limited access high-speed expressway over the alignment of Shahrah-e-Faisal and M.T. Khan Road. This would mean that the expressway would have the same constraints and limitations as Shahrah-e-Faisal and M.T. Khan Road and will hardly allow expressway speeds. For example, the expressway will travel over the Bridge at PIDC, squeeze between Hotel Pearl Continental and Hotel Sheraton; curve around Hotel Metropole and past Hotel Avari.


By adding the EE, the volume of traffic that can be handled by the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor may be doubled but the roads leading into Shahrah-e-Faisal and away from it will remain the same. This will create major congestion on roads feeding Shahrah-e-Faisal. An EE is an expensive and inefficient response to the city’s traffic problems. When the volume exceeds the capacity of the EE, it will not be possible to widen it. Therefore, this project will have much shorter productive life span than an on-grade highway.


The EE is being proposed as a 4 lane highway with two lanes traveling in either direction (The 6-lanes claimed in CDGK publications includes entry and exit lanes). There is no provision for a shoulder or emergency lane. A breakdown or accident on the expressway will result in traffic jams of monumental proportions, with no escape for vehicles and no access for fire tenders or ambulances except from the six exit points.

The placement of the six entry and exit points is not rationally based on the requirements of the city’s traffic but rather on the limited space available for entry and exit ramps and toll plazas. For example, there is no entry or exit at Jinnah Airport. Airport traffic will exit the EE at Star Gate intersection and merge with Shahrah-e-Faisal traffic till the JIA intersection. There is no interchange at either Rashid Minhas Road or FTC. Residents of Gulshan-e-Iqbal and DHA would have to exit earlier and merge with Shahrah-e-Faisal traffic. 


The proposed Master Plan 2020 calls for the development of multiple nuclei, i.e. additional business districts at different locations throughout the city to reduce commuting time and pressure on our roads and other resources. The goal of this proposal is to decrease the dependence on Saddar. This is a commendable proposal in the Master Plan. The EE tends to contradict this goal of the Master Plan as it seeks to concentrate more traffic into Saddar. If this money were applied instead to develop a Central Business District in Port Qasim it would open up jobs there and reduce traffic to Saddar.


Lastly, the increase in the number of cars on the roads in Karachi is not a valid justification for the construction of new highways. The city should not be fascinated by the notion of having an elevated expressway as if such a thing is an achievement that heralds Karachi’s elevation to a ‘mega city’. Elevated expressways are usually the failure of urban planning because they indicate that a city has failed to manage its traffic problems through less dense, less expensive, on-grade solutions.


The construction of the EE will ruin one of the most attractive boulevards in Karachi. Trees along Shahrah-e-Faisal will be lost. It will effectively place a roof over the existing roadway, cutting off sunlight and breezes. Anyone wanting to imagine the ambience of the resulting roadway need only stand under the NIPA flyover or the Liaquatabad Flyover and imagine it extending for 24km.

The increased traffic load on the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor and the construction of the EE will greatly increase the levels of emissions. The expressway perched above Shahrah-e-Faisal will trap pollution and prevent it from dispersing. 


The EE passes through the heart of Karachi’s thriving commercial, business and tourist districts. Much of its length is over Shahrah-e-Faisal which was recently designated as a corridor for high rise commercial development. After its completion, traffic on the EE will whiz past the third and fourth floor of these buildings. The high walls of these building will create a canyon-like effect which will trap pollution and amplify noise. The EE will obscure the facades of every building that it will cross, greatly hinder people’s access and will depreciate real estate values.

The price tag for the EE has grown from the initial US$225 million through $250 million to $350 million (Rs 21b). Figures much higher than these have been quoted by independent sources. The feasibility of this project depends on the recovery of the cost through tolls. 


The EE project is expected to cost $350 million or Rs 21 billion. The developer is expected to recover their investment by collecting tolls from all vehicles over the first 20 years of its life. This means that the operator will need to collect Rs 1,050,000,000 per year or more than Rs 2,876,000 per day. If the average toll per vehicle per trip is set at Rs 20 that would amount to 143,835 cars per day using the expressway. Divided between the six entry/exit points, that amounts to almost 24,000 cars per exit per day or one car every 3.6 seconds. It would seem unlikely that the CDGK’s financial claims about this project will be realized. In which case the foreign developer of the project will claim the CDGK’s sovereign guarantee.


The construction of the EE will cause severe hardship to the residents of Karachi particularly to the businesses located on Shahrah-e-Faisal. The construction time of 30 months appears to be too optimistic considering the usual pace of construction in Pakistan (foreign developer notwithstanding). The CDGK has not shared any plans with the citizens of Karachi on how it plans to achieve these diversion plans during the construction period and which adjacent neighbourhoods will be affected.


Shahrah-e-Faisal is the main access route to the airport and is heavily used for the movement of VVIP’s. How will this access be maintained during construction? What diversionary routes will be used for VVIP traffic at added security risks? There have been no public hearing held to discuss this with residents and businesses along the Shahrah-e-Faisal / M.T. Khan Road corridor. 


The EE is not the only solution to the traffic problems of Shahrah-e-Faisal. After its completion, The Lyari Expressway will handle a large volume of traffic currently accessing Shahrah-e-Faisal from the north. The IAP proposes two alternatives: develop an on-grade highway along the Malir River bed and; develop the under-construction road through the Korangi Industrial Area into an expressway. Both proposals can be connected laterally across the Malir River to Shahrah-e-Faisal which will provide a natural detour during VVIP movement. This will allow citizens living south of Shahrah-e-Faisal to use this expressway instead. Both proposals can be connected to Karachi Harbour through limited access corridors through DHA.

(Daily Times-B1, 21/02/2007)

Drigh Road flyover acknowledged as failure

KARACHI: After some 12 years of its construction, the Drigh Road flyover has been pointed out as being defective. During his last visit to Karachi, President Pervez Musharraf pointed out that the flyover had a technical flaw. Subsequently, the City Government has decided to reconstruct the bridge.


Many wondered why the authorities did not notice this over a period of 12 long years. 

The flyover is erected on Sharea Faisal from the middle of the road just after the railway track that has not been in use since decades. Commuters do not usually see the railway track at night which is very close to the point where the elevation for the ramp of the flyover begins. Commuters driving fast at night fail to notice the railway track at night. Besides, as the buses and other traffic turn right to go up the ramp, the traffic following behind at fast speed has to apply brake abruptly. This explains the more than the usual number of traffic mishaps at the spot. 


Some say that the contractor might have tried to save on funds by minimising the cost as the bridge should have been raised from the left of the road and not in the middle. “That, of course, would have meant a slightly longer track and would have involved more material and time,” said a commuter, Raheel who passes the bridge on a daily basis on his way to office.
The flyover is the oldest one in the city and the cost incurred on its construction remains a mystery as the city government is not willing to disclose the figures. The excuse they put forth is that the bridge was constructed by the KDA and here it’s not possible for them to find out its cost.


Unfortunately, a bus stop is present right before the ramp of the flyover. The buses, after taking passengers from there, head right to get to the ramp while intersecting the traffic flow on Sharea Faisal. The speedy vehicles going straight need to come to an abrupt halt when all of a sudden, these buses appear in front of them.


Furthermore the situation gets worse when people stand exactly at the point the ramp begins to catch the bus. The bus driver, therefore, stops at the ramp’s head with the aim of grabbing the maximum number of passengers and as a result blocks half the ramp.

Other bus drivers follow suit. At times more than two or three buses can be witnessed one behind another. The purpose of the flyover again is defeated, as the buses do not allow the traffic to enter the ramp that only has two lanes.


Now when a number of multi-tracked flyovers have been built in the city, this very old bridge has technically appeared as defective. Another question that arises is as to why the bridge is just single-way and doesn’t have another track from Rashid Minhas Road. Despite the one, if two overhead bridges were built, the traffic underneath on Sharea Faisal could have been moved without a signal.


Although no specific plans have been drawn up yet, the city government says that very soon, a consultant will be hired for this purpose who would redesign the bridge.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-4, 22/02/2007)

Illegal parking causes traffic jam
KARACHI, Feb 22: An hour-long traffic jam was witnessed on the Manghopir Road from Banaras to Pukhtoonabad Qasba due to the illegal parking of intercity buses on the main roads.

On Thursday morning due to traffic congestion, the passengers were left with no choice except to walk towards their destinations, while the police personnel seemed helpless in controlling traffic.


Traffic was also blocked on Wednesday night on the same route and long queues were observed from Valika hospital to Banaras Chowk and on all roads leading to Orangi Town, Paposh Nagar and Qasba Colony.


Due to the loading and unloading of trucks and trailers on the Banaras Bridge, the situation has further aggravated.

A traffic police official said that the illegal parking of intercity buses and pushcarts had created problems. “If we start taking legal action, the entire Pukhtoon community will take to the streets in protest and we will be unable to face the wrath of our high-ups”, he lamented.

(Dawn-19, 23/02/2007)

Two die in road accidents

KARACHI: Two people were killed in different mishaps on Thursday. Faisal, 10, son of Abdul Rehman, was killed when a speeding vehicle ran over him near Mohajir Camp in Baldia Town police limits, while he was playing outside his residence. Irfan Malik, 30, lost his life when a rashly driven car hit him at Sharea Faisal near Mehran Hotel within Frere police vicinity, while he was travelling on his motorcycle.

(The News-2, 23/02/2007)

‘If you touch the major artery, you will die’


KARACHI: The Institute of Architects Pakistan (IAP) is not against the problem that the Elevated Expressway is targeting to solve, what it is against is the idea of putting highways in the middle of the city, said Arif Belgaumi, a member of the national council of the IAP. 

“Putting a highway in the heart of the city is like destroying its fabric,” he told Daily Times at his office Thursday. “This is the kind of planning you would’ve seen in the US after the Second World War.” 

He cited the city of Boston as a classic example of this kind of planning, where in 1959, planners built three highways that landed in the heart of the city. Eventually as Boston grew to be the city that the world knows today, this planning became a menace and the government had to build a highway beneath the expressway and demolish the elevated structure to solve the traffic chaos it had created. “This is what Karachi is headed for if the government goes ahead with this Elevated Expressway that it is proposing,” Belgaumi warned.


He was similarly critical of the CDGK’s new catchphrase: Mega city. “If I were in the city government, I would hardly flaunt the fact that Karachi was the twelfth mega city of the world,” he responded when it was pointed out that projects such as highways and expressways were the need of a mega city. As described by the United Nations, a mega city is one that houses over 10 million people, and going by that definition, being a mega city was not as positive a definition as it was being taken as. 


“It simply means that there is concentrated growth in a certain area, while it remains stunted in other areas,” Belgaumi explained, “examples of which are cities such as Cairo, Mumbai and Mexico City.” He was of the opinion that the Malaysian firm consultants hired by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) were more interested in minting money rather than advising them on the correct way of developing the city as, “this project costs 875 million rupees per kilometre, which is the kind of serious money that a big firm would not turn down.”


Talking about the solutions to the traffic problem, Belgaumi said that one of the commendable things that the CDGK was planning in the Master Plan 2020 was separate business districts so that there was no need for a mob of traffic of people coming from North Karachi all the way to work at II Chundrigar Road. “This expressway has not materialised from the Master Plan, rather it is being introduced into it,” he pointed out. 


Replying to a question about what, in a nutshell, did the IAP suggest, he said that, “the city has loads of space, it’s not as if it is so congested that we are lacking space. And here’s where our point of view comes in. Build an expressway, it is most definitely required as there is no denying that Shahrah-e-Faisal is oversubscribed by traffic and something needs to be done about it. What we are suggesting is that the government should build a highway where there is space rather than putting another six-lane highway over an already overused road.” Further elaborating the IAP’s concerns over the expressway, he pointed out that Shahrah-e-Faisal was hardly ever used for freight traffic and building this expressway would mean that truck traffic would be introduced right in the middle of the city. Secondly, if the expressway was built, he said, it would mean that the number of cars using that route would double, but what about the less major roads such as Rashid Minhas Road and Shahrah-e-Quaideen that were not being widened to allow for the increased number of cars exiting onto them from the expressway. 


Additionally, he said, the entry and exit points were not rationally placed and at some exit points, traffic on both Shahrah-e-Faisal and the expressway will have to merge for one-kilometre stretches, just thinking of which sends shudders down one’s spine. “These are all concerns when there is an expressway, but how do they plan to divert the traffic while the project is being built?” he questioned, adding that when pillars supporting such a massive structure would be erected on Shahrah-e-Faisal, its median would have to be increased either by cutting down the green belts or by widening the road further into the service lanes, which were already in a dilapidated condition. “The alignment of the road would be destroyed, let alone the view of the huge buildings on either side of the road, and that is something that you shouldn’t do to the most valuable real estate of the city!” Therefore, what the IAP proposed was another bypass running parallel to Shahrah-e-Faisal rather than one that was running in the same area as the huge road. “This would mean that the traffic using the Shahrah-e-Faisal route would be dispersed, reducing the load on the road. Another benefit of that would be that it could be used as a diversion during VVIP movement, which create chaos in the city when Shahrah-e-Faisal is closed for traffic,” he explained.

The other recommendation made by the IAP was that the $225 million cost that the CDGK was incurring on the Elevated Expressway, could be better utilised on a mass urban transport system that consisted of good public transport and comfortable trains going around the city. “Developing one wouldn’t cost as much and would reduce vehicular pressure not only on Shahrah-e-Faisal but on all the roads of Karachi.”


Belgaumi said that the IAP was strictly in opposition to this project that could be a massive issue a few decades down the road when the half-baked plan crashed. “Just as in a cardiac bypass surgeons refuse to touch the major artery as it poses a serious threat to the patient’s life, we shouldn’t touch the main artery of Karachi [Shahrah-e-Faisal], for if we do, it would be at the risk of the death of the city,” he concluded.

(By Zainab Imam, Daily Times-B1, 23/02/2007)

Analysing the ‘success’ of the campaign against illegal number plates

KARACHI: Despite instructions from the Home Department and the proud claims of the traffic police regarding the high success rate of the on-going campaign, vehicles with illegal number plates continue to move about on the major thoroughfares of the metropolis. The campaign is directed at stopping vehicles from carrying personalized, unregistered, and AFR 2006/2007 number plates. 


As pointed out by the Sindh Home Advisor, Waseem Akhtar, such vehicles present a big security risk. Akhtar recently reiterated his instructions to the DIG traffic police, and other higher officials, to take strict action against such vehicles since it is a matter of security and made it clear that the government would not allow vehicles to move about on the roads prior to their registration from Excise and Taxation Department (ETD).


Tracing and identifying such vehicles in incidents of crime, such as hit-and-runs and robberies, becomes extremely problematic for law enforcement agencies. This, in turn, can have particularly potent repercussions when seen in the context of the current political climate. With growing incidents of planned assassination attempts, using conventional or suicide bombings, targeting political figures or sensitive points across the city, identifying vehicles employed for this use can become extremely difficult and puts the lives of VVIPs and innocent bystanders at risk. 


According to a press release recently issued by the traffic police, up until 19th February a total of 1242 challans have been issued against vehicles carrying illegal number plates, while 683 such vehicles have been impounded. However, one can still see a steady ñ if not increasing ñ number of unregistered vehicles with AFR number plates moving about on almost every major road of the city, which serves to challenge the statistics given by traffic police.


One cannot help but question the efforts of the authorities in this regard, especially when one sees these illegal number plates being sold near the office of ETD, which is the very authority that is meant to issue proper plates. No one seems to be taking notice of this problem. 


If the Home Department, and other relevant authorities, is really that concerned about this campaign, then conventional wisdom would suggest that they would first have to stop the sale of illegal plates. Moreover, the ETD had once announced that with effect from 1st of January, 2006, no vehicles would be allowed to ply on the roads unless carrying proper number plates, but have since not even stopped agents selling illegal plates, of which nearly 50, bearing the imprint of AFR 2006/2007, are sold on a daily basis.


In fact, according to few, vehicles with green (government) number plates are also carrying the AFR 2007 mark “AFR 2007,” with ‘Government of Sindh’ printed plainly underneath.


By law, the owner/driver of such vehicles should not only be issued a challan, but the vehicle itself should also be detained u/s 115 of the MVO-1965. But this doesn’t seem to be happening. On the contrary, as mentioned earlier, 50 vehicles with illegal number plates are added everyday to the already existing pool. One wonders in what part of the city those ‘1242’ challans and ‘683’ impoundments took place.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 24/02/2007)

Varan not allowed to take part in bidding: New bus service
RAWALPINDI, Feb 24: The Punjab government has said the disbanded Varan bus company will not be allowed to participate in the March 2 bidding for a new bus service in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

The provincial transport ministry has barred the company from taking part in the bidding on the ground that it was in default to the government and had been ‘illegally’ occupying the Chur Harpaal bus terminal for the last two years.

“Varan has yet to pay Rs4 billion to the provincial government for which the company has been sued in a court of law,” secretary Provincial Transport Authority (PTA) Agha Nadeem told Dawn on Saturday, adding that defaulter bus companies would not be allowed to participate in the bidding until they cleared their arrears.


Mr Agha said Varan Tours had closed its operations in the twin cities on February 21, 2005 without giving any notice to the government due to which commuters faced great troubles.


However, when contacted, Varan Tours chairperson Uzma Gul termed the government decision ‘illegal’ and ‘revengeful’ and vowed to resist it at every forum.

She denied that her company was in default to the government, and claimed that the Punjab government had to pay her Rs2 billion transport subsidy, adding that she had also moved the court in this regard.


But the secretary PTA said the cases filed by Varan Tours against the government had been rejected by the sessions court and the Lahore High Court’s Rawalpindi bench.


Mr Agha said the government had provided security to Varan Tours when its buses were plying in the twin cities but the abrupt closure of the bus service by the company was a unilateral and immature decision.

He said the provincial government had exempted 133 Varan buses from taxes worth Rs30.5 million, adding the company not only disappointed the passengers but also betrayed the government.

Currently, the Varan Tours has parked its 133 buses in the Chur Harpaal terminal and refuses to vacate the bus stand.

Interestingly, the provincial government has reached an agreement with a private bus company for constructing a multi-storey bus terminal at Chur Harpaal at a cost of Rs300 million.

The agreement has been inked between the PTA and Sami-Daewoo Bus Company which would construct the terminal at a covered area of 28 kanals and would pay Rs9 million annually to the Punjab government.

(Dawn-2, 25/02/2007)

Transport yet to get due attention

KARACHI, Feb 25: The public transport problem in Karachi is where it had been years ago, and there is no hope of its solution as the rulers seem not yet ready to give this pressing social, economic and human issue a proper place on the list of their priorities.


It has now become a set pattern that when the baffled Karachiites raise their concerns over this issue, the rulers pacify them with lollipops of the complete and early revival of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) and 8,000 new wide-bodies CNG buses. Years come and go, but the promises of the KCR revival and CNG buses are not fulfilled. One could only salute the Karachiites for their patience.


During morning and evening rush times daily, millions of Karachiites travel in shabby, overcrowded, painfully slow and dangerously fast buses and minibuses to reach their workplace or homes in a very pathetic manner.


To help end their plights, the former city government administration in 2001 introduced the Urban Transport System (UTS) system in Karachi, and Green Buses and some other private companies ran CNG-run wide-bodied buses. It is said that the former city nazim had envisaged bringing some 10,000 environment-friendly CNG buses in Karachi in two phases, besides a plan to convert half of the existing city buses on CNG. He had also offered incentives such as CNG at half the price of diesel, sales and import duty exemptions and concessions for installing CNG refueling stations.

He had successfully persuaded the federal government to waive the import duty and sales taxes on the import of these buses as a special case.


However, despite such ambitious plans, in practice some 300 CNG buses were brought on Karachi roads in the era of Naimatullah Khan. These included UTS and Karachi Public Transport Scheme (KPTS) buses, including 32 AC long buses of the Sweden Bus Company, 28 AC buses of the Green Bus Company, 30 non-AC buses of the World Wide Enterprises, 30 non-AC buses of the Allied Bus Service, 28 non-AC buses of the Green Bus Company and 197 non-AC buses of Metro Bus Service.


City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal also saw solution to the public transport problems in the wide-bodied CNG buses and said that histhe administration would introduce 8000 new CNG buses in five years to phase out worn-out buses from the city. According to his plan, the first tranche of these 8,000 new CNG buses had to reach Karachi by December 2006.


However, the year 2006 passed without seeing any of the promised CNG bus, and for the year 2007 there is even not even a tentative date for the first tranche. There is a ray of hope that a South Korean bus maker is setting up an assembling plant in Karachi, but when will it be finalised and begin rolling out production no one knows.

The progress on the revival of the KCR, a mega rail-based urban public transport system for this seventh largest city of the world, also seems painfully slow. It is a pity that though this ambitious project, launched as back as 1969, was abruptly closed in 1999, and since then its fate hangs in the balance. In 2004 President General Musharraf had ordered the revival of the KCR within two years, but despite the passage of three years it is still in limbo.


Though it is now said that Japanese investors are keen to invest in this project and the government had also given green light to them, to the dismay of Karachi commuters the physical work on this very vital rail-based urban project is yet to be initiated.


Many Karachiites see no hope in the early future for the revival of the KCR or introduction of CNG buses, as the ruling quarters, notwithstanding their rosy statements, seem not keen to take on the issue.

There is no concept of a urban city without a matching urban public transport system. It is interesting that the basic theme of a majority of statements of officials is that Karachi has not only joined the club of modern and developed urban cities, but it is becoming a regional hub of trade and commercial activities.


One is at loss to understand how a city having inefficient and obsolete mode of public transport could be termed a modern urban city. The public transport sector of Karachi since long has been a victim of ostrich policies of successive administrations. Sadly the present one also seems following in their footsteps. The policymakers are forgetting the basic point that they could not get rid of the pressing issues by putting them off, because these issues only get complicated and aggravated with deferral, and in later stages like chronic diseases are hard to cure.

To solve the chronic issue of public transport in Karachi, our policymakers need courage, innovation and strong political will.

 
Public, however, patient and naive it may be, could not be hoodwinked for too long. Statements and promises have also their limits, and they lack charm and appeal if repeated for too long.

(Dawn-15, 26/02/2007)

‘DHA, Clifton may have mass-transit station’


KARACHI: A station for DHA and Clifton would be considered in the second mass-transit corridor once arrangements for the first corridor (from Mereweather Tower to Sohrab Goth) were completed, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said Sunday at a meeting called by the Defence Associations Coordination Committee (DACC).


Earlier, DACC General Secretary, Aziz Suharwardy, had raised two issues in particular: the water supply from K-III, and incorporating a station for Clifton and DHA in the Mass-Transit Plan. He also supported Kamal’s demand for a common master plan for Karachi. Kamal said that even though five MGD of water was available from K-III, due to distribution constraints, water could only be supplied on alternate days. Thus, only half the quantity of water available could be delivered. New lines were being laid from Hasan Square towards Defence. These would be completed in four months, Kamal said.


The local government was spending Rs 4.5 billion on infrastructure for sewerage, roads and water supply in the four industrial zones of Karachi, the nazim said. Moreover, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) would be bringing in US$ 800 million for subways and related development. Kamal appealed to citizens to assume responsibility for their city and to boycott polythene bags which caused destruction to sewerage systems.”


Kamal told the audience that after obtaining special permission from the president and the prime minister, a state-of-the-art snorkel (worth Rs 700 million) was being imported. Moreover, he said, DHA needed to augment its infrastructure to handle the increase in water supply.


Questions about security were also raised, but since the nazim is not in charge of law and order, he expressed his inability to answer them. He did promise, however, to convey the concerns to the authorities concerned.

(Daily Times-B1, 26/02/2007)

275 vehicles impounded for obstructing traffic
KARACHI, Feb 26: The Jamshed Town administration began an anti-encroachment campaign on Monday. The staff impounded 275 vehicles from dozens of showrooms located on New M.A. Jinnah Road, Khalid Bin Waleed Road and Shahrah-i-Quaideen. The operation to impound vehicles, illegally parked in the lanes and on the main road was launched at about 4pm and continued till late evening.


Jamshed Town Naib Nazim Ziauddin Jamal told DAWN that the operation was launched after the showroom owners failed to comply with the town administration’s directives regarding the ban on vehicle parking in streets. 
He said 275 vehicles were impounded. He said that the showroom owners were only allowed to park their vehicles in one row outside their showrooms facing the main roads but they were violating it consistently and used to park vehicles in three to four rows causing traffic jams.


He said residents were severely inconvenienced as they found no place in their streets to park their own vehicles. Similarly traffic using the roads faced bottlenecks.


Mr Jamal said that the impounded vehicles were parked in two playgrounds and the vehicles would only be released after payment of fine and an undertaking by their respective owners not to park their vehicles outside the showrooms. He said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal had also tried to reason with the association of showroom owners to resolve the issue but received no positive response.


About four months ago, over one hundred vehicles were lifted and impounded in a similar fashion by the Jamshed town administration.

(Dawn-17, 27/02/2007)

Work set to begin as contract for Chundrigar Road awarded

KARACHI: Construction work on one of Karachi’s most important roads has been given the green light to begin by mid March. The contract for the I I Chundrigar Road development project has, after much delay, finally been awarded to contractor Shamsher Khan’s company. The total cost of the contract is just under Rs 210 million, and work has to be completed within a six months timeframe.


The work will be carried out over a distance of 2. 25 kms, which covers the area from Shaheen Complex to Merewether tower. Informed sources told The News on Monday that Shamsher Khan will begin mobilising machinery from the first of March. 


The contractor has also asked the city government to provide space for him to open an office on the Railway yard land, and the State Bank Steering committee is making efforts to appropriate the land for the contractor.


Sources said work could have started this month, but due to VVIP movement it had to be delayed for a month to avoid potential difficulties caused by road closures. The contractor has also provided a traffic diversion plan to the DIG and SSP of the Traffic Police, and asked them to ensure a complete traffic “shutdown” on the areas his firm will be working on. 


The work is expected to be staggered and done in phases, but citizens are worried about the impact on businesses and traders based on Chundrigar Road if it is closed for more than several months. 


Considering that the project has been delayed on different pretexts for over eight months already, concern is mounting. Traders working in Karachi’s financial district are worried over the closure of the road, even if done in phases and have appealed to the city Nazim to ensure that work is completed in four months. The road will have dual traffic but public transport will not be allowed on this road which is expected to create immense problems for commuters


It is worth mentioning that majority of office owners at I I Chundrigar road said that the government should inform people of the alternate route and expressed their fear that similar to the situation during the Clifton underpass project, this road construction would be delayed - badly affecting their businesses.


City government sources have said that the delay was caused by several factors - an intense search for a contractor willing to do the work at the stipulated price, and the attitude of the FWO in not joining negotiations being held with several contractors. Similarly the infighting as to who had overall authority to award the contract led to continual delays.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 27/02/2007)

CNG-based transport in five years: CDWP approves 40 projects
ISLAMABAD, Feb 27: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) on Tuesday approved an ambitious programme to introduce CNG-based public transport system in all major cities in five years. The project is aimed at replacing the existing diesel vehicles with CNG buses.

The government will provide Rs5 billion to partially offset interest costs of loans companies may need from banks to put in place the required infrastructure and purchase buses.


Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Dr Akram Sheikh presided over the CDWP meeting which approved 40 development schemes worth Rs16.6 billion, including revisions and cost overruns of 10 projects. Out of the 40 schemes, 21 worth Rs9.6 billion are in the infrastructure sector, 14 projects of Rs4.7 billion in the social sector and the remaining five in other sectors.

The projects approved include Rs1.9 billion President Musharraf’s initiative to provide scholarships to 5,500 students of Balochistan and Fata for education in top institutions in the country.


Briefing the media, Planning Commission’s spokesman Mohammad Asif Sheikh said that since CNG buses were normally expensive, the government would share the interest portion of loans to enable the private sector to establish companies with not less than 50 CNG buses.


Member (infrastructure) Dr Asad Shah told reporters that an inter-ministerial steering committee had been constituted to work out operational details of the project.

He said that about 500-600 CNG buses will hit Karachi roads early next financial year, followed by Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta and Rawalpindi-Islamabad.

The provincial governments will provide land for parking and related requirements to these companies on lease to reduce initial costs.


Planning Commission’s spokesman said that under the president’s programme, 3,300 students from Balochistan and 2,200 from Fata would be provided scholarship for getting education in public and private sector colleges and universities. Twenty per cent of these scholarships will be reserved for girls but there will be no bar if the number of female students goes up.


Mr Asif Sheikh said the CDWP approved a project worth Rs1.2 billion to set up 10 provincial coordination centres and 40 regional surveillance units to control bird flu, and to strengthen poultry laboratories all over the country.

He said the government was able to release 42 per cent (Rs90 billion) of the Rs213 billion Public Sector Development Programme during the first six months of the current year. Of this, Rs88 billion was utilised by line ministries and the pace of utilisation was better than last year.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 28/02/2007)

Varan serves notice on Punjab govt: Barred from bidding
RAWALPINDI, Feb 27: Owners of the disbanded Varan Tours have served a notice on the Punjab government asking it as to why the company cannot participate in the March 2 bidding for the launch of a new bus service in the twin cities.

The move followed a refusal by Punjab Secretary Transport Agha Nadim to allow Varan to bid for operating CNG buses in Rawalpindi and Islamabad.


The secretary had barred Varan on the grounds that the bus company was in default to the provincial government to the tune of Rs4 billion and had abruptly suspended its operations without any prior information.

The counsel for Varan Tours Chairperson Uzma Gul had served the notice on the Punjab transport secretary under section 8 of the Defamation Ordinance 2002. He also termed all allegations levelled against Varan by the secretary “baseless” and “frivolous”.


The notice, a copy of which was available with Dawn, also claims compensation/damages worth Rs1.2 billion from the provincial secretary in his personal and official capacity.


However, the secretary transport, Agha Nadim, told Dawn from Lahore Tuesday that he had not yet received any notice from the owners of Varan. He insisted that the bus company could not take part in the bidding as it was a defaulter.


Mr Nadim said the new bus company would be much better than Varan, asserting that: “I am not against Varan but certainly I am worried about the commuters of Rawalpindi and Islamabad, who are waiting for a new bus service since Varan closed its services and plunged them in a state of quandary.”


Uzma Gul, when contacted, said she would participate in the bidding at every cost as it was her basic right to be a part of an open competition for starting a bus service in the twin cities.

The provincial government has also objected to Varan’s participation in the bidding as it was illegally occupying the Chur Harpal bus terminal.


But Ms Gul said she was entitled to use the terminal under an agreement signed between her company and the provincial government.

(Dawn-2, 28/02/2007)

More CNG buses for Karachi

ISLAMABAD: The federal government on Tuesday approved 5,500 scholarships for Balochistan and Fata students, ranging from Rs 900 to Rs 25,000 per month, keeping in view their fee requirements.

“We have allocated Rs 1,924 million for providing 3,300 scholarships to Balochistan and 2,200 to Fata students. This scholarship amount will be meant for the students from class-VIII and will remain intact until completion of their higher studies,” Planning Commission spokesman Asif Sheikh said during a press conference here on Tuesday.

The Central Development Working Party (CDWP), which met with Deputy Chairman Planning Commission, Dr Akram Sheikh in the chair, also recommended to the Ecnec for providing Rs 5 billion interest subsidy on loans obtained by the private sector for purchasing CNG buses. This project will be launched from Karachi and at the first stage around 500 CNG buses will be purchased.


For students of cadet colleges, the government will provide Rs 8,700 as scholarship amount per month, for medical colleges Rs 6,000, engineering universities students Rs 4,700, technical institutions Rs 900, professional institutions Rs 5,800 and professional private sector educational institutions such as LUMS, IBA and others Rs 25,000 per month.


The CDWP meeting, Sheikh said, also recommended Rs 1.2 billion for national control and prevention programme of avian influenza (bird flu) under which 10 primary coordination unit and 40 research centres would be established all over Pakistan.


The Planning Commission, he said, also raised certain objection about Ghazi Brotha-to-Islamabad water supply scheme with an estimated cost of Rs 47 billion. Sharing reasons for asking the CDA to revise its PC-1, the Planning Commission high-ups said they have been instructed to revise per capita water requirement as the CDA had estimated 100 gallon per capita which was quite higher.


The CDA also estimated that the population of federal capital will increase by 5.2 per cent and Planning Commission’s document 2030 projected much lower increase in population. So we have instructed them to prepare these estimates in accordance with national plans. The CDA, the official said, have also been directed to prepare a comprehensive document for economic pricing of water. 


Answering a query regarding interest subsidy for CNG buses, Member Infrastructure Dr Asad said the government has established a steering committee headed by Additional Secretary Planning Commission Asif Bajwa, which has been assigned to work out operational details of the project. He said the companies will be established aiming to upscale the work. It is yet to finalise that how much interest ratio will be borne by the federal government as there is a proposal that the federal government should contribute 70 per cent.


The CDWP approved 40 projects with a total cost of Rs 16.6 billion, including a foreign exchange component of Rs 1.7 billion. During this financial year, the CDWP held its eight meetings in which 98 projects were approved with a total cost of Rs 207.02 billion. 


The meeting also conceptually cleared three projects, namely construction of bridge at Chak Nazim on River Jhelum (cost Rs 1155.356 million), Sindh Water Sector Improvement Project phase-1 with a cost of Rs 10675 million and construction of Plan House in Islamabad. 


The CDWP approved 7 projects of Punjab with a cost of Rs 1.9 billion, 2 projects of Sindh with a cost of Rs 0.2 billion, 2 projects of the NWFP with Rs 0.4 billion, 7 projects of Balochistan with a cost of Rs 4.7 billion, 2 projects of Fata with Rs 0.5 billion, 2 projects of AJK with Rs 0.7 billion, 6 projects of Northern Areas with Rs 0.6 billion and 12 projects across Pakistan with a cost of Rs 7.6 billion.


Regarding utilisation side of Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) during the current fiscal year, the government released Rs 99 billion, including Rs 9 billion foreign loan, out of which the utilisation stood at Rs 88 billion in the first six months of the current fiscal compared with Rs 59.8 billion in the same period of the previous fiscal.

(By Mehtab Haider, The News-1, 28/02/2007)

MARCH

SHC issues notice on Clifton oil terminals

KARACHI: A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Musheer Alam and Justice Yasmeen Abbasi issued notice Wednesday to the Ministry of Petroleum, IG Sindh Police, Karachi Port Trust, AG Sindh and others on a petition praying for the removal oil tanker terminals and other encroachments from Clifton Block-1. 


M/s M Naqvi & Company through M K Shaikh advocate submitted that it was the owner of a plot in the above said area, allotted by the KDA for the construction of flats and shops. When the petitioner acquired the plot, the entire area was almost undeveloped and deserted.


Naming the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), DCO KDA, DCO KWSB and others as respondents, the petitioner submitted that they were neglecting their obligation by ignoring the area and failing to bring about any development work, road construction or lay sewerage and water lines. The entire area, especially the applicant’s plot, has been encroached on by oil tanker terminals and workshops, causing a heavy loss. The court was prayed to direct the respondents to make the necessary arrangements to remove the oil tanker terminals, workshops, and other encroachments.


CDGK counsel Manzoor Ahmed submitted that it was a composite problem and could not be resolved by the CDGK alone. It had to be addressed in a concerted manner through various agencies including the Traffic police and Ministry of Petroleum, which was giving fuel and a pumping facility to the oil terminals.


The SHC’s division bench, observing that it seemed to be public litigation, directed to make the Ministry of Petroleum, Oil and Gas, KPT and IG Sindh Police as respondents in an instant petition in order to resolve the issue. The court ordered for notices to be issued to them for a date to be set by the office of the court.

(Daily Times-B1, 01/03/2007)

CNG-based public transport

MUCH can be achieved with the right political will and the commitment to see a project through from the planning to the implementation stage. The Central Development Working Party, an inter-provincial ministerial forum, approved 40 development schemes on Tuesday, among them a much-needed programme to convert public transport to CNG in five years. The project covers all major cities and includes government support to offset infrastructure and bank loan costs incurred by companies investing in large CNG-based fleets. Land for parking and other requirements will also be leased out by the government to reduce start-up costs. These are healthy incentives as CNG buses are more expensive than their diesel counterparts and the higher costs involved can be a deterrent even for major transporters. If successful, the scheme can have a positive impact on air pollution — the example of New Delhi is there for all to see — and also help reduce the country’s oil import bill.


The key, though, will be implementation. Last year, the Sindh government set a June 2007 deadline beyond which two-stroke rickshaws would not be allowed on the roads anywhere in the province. With the cut-off point just four months away, little progress has been made in terms of the switch over to four-stroke engines and it is too much to expect that rickshaws will simply disappear from July 1. The same is true of Lahore, where two-stroke rickshaws are to be phased out by the end of the year. There is a danger that the CNG scheme too may fizzle out and, as such, periodic review and follow-up are a must. In the meantime, the authorities need to tackle the air pollution problem through tighter fuel standards and emission controls, scrupulous fitness certification regimes, and a crackdown on poor quality smuggled petrol and diesel.

(Dawn-7, 02/03/2007)
LPG base price reduced by 4.2pc
ISLAMABAD, March 2: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) on Friday reduced the maximum base stock price of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to Rs31,949 per ton from Rs33,365, showing a fall of 4.2 per cent.

The new price, however, is 7.3 per cent higher than Rs29,784 per ton fixed for January. The price will remain effective for March.


Ogra in a notification said the prices of Propane and Butane (two components of LPG) were reduced from $545 and $550 per ton, respectively, to $526.

The improved rupee value in February led to the decline in the base stock price.


The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the cabinet last year decided to link the base stock prices of LPG to the import parity price. The domestic prices were thus linked to Saudi Aramco prices.


LPG production prices have increased from Rs17,000 per ton in April 2005 to Rs31,949, up by more than 80 per cent.

The LPG Distributors Association of Pakistan has welcomed the decision, but said that after the calculation of sales tax, the final price would be Rs36,840 per ton.


The association said that the LPG price of residential cylinder (11.80kg) had dropped by Rs20 or Rs2 per kg.

The association said that the private sector had imported 28,500 tons of LPG over the last two months.

(Dawn-1, 03/03/2007)

Abandoned railway station restored
ATTOCK, March 2: The conservation work of the 122-year-old Attock Khurd Railway Station and construction of a tourist resort has been completed. The Railway Heritage and Tourist Resort near the old Attock Railway bridge on the Indus River has been completed by the Railway authorities from their own resources.


President Gen Pervez Musharraf is expected to visit the heritage and resort on Saturday.

The railway station surrounded by lush green hills is a magnificent stone masonry structure with beautiful Victorian architecture was built in 1885 in the British colonial era.


The British used the resort as a fishing spot and hunting ground for the black partridges and fox.

The railway station has been preserved in its original condition.


The Attock Khurd is a class ‘B’ station on a single track provided with standard key interlocking.

The old Attock bridge was originally designed by Sir Gudford Molesworth in 1880. Later its structure was redesigned and erected by Sir Francis O’ Callaghan.


Renowned builders Joseph Westwood and Robert Baillie, of the Westwood Baillie & Co, London, built the iron girder bridge in 1880 and it was opened to both rail and road traffic on May 24, 1883.


Apart from having a railway line above, wheeled traffic and pedestrians can pass underneath.

The bridge was abandoned in the late 1970s, when the new Khairabad Bridge was constructed on the GT Road. Yet its beauty is preserved and is a living testimony to the marvel of engineering of those times and has a unique structure.

The structures of archaeological importance like historic Attock Fort, Begum-ki-Serai, Bahram-ki-Baradari, the Attock Tomb and many Hindu, Jain and Sikh temples of the bygone era are situated near the Attock Khurd Railway Station.


Over the years, this site has been the abode of various saints as it is studded with temples and places of worship.

The shrine of Hazrat Gee Baba is also situated near the road along the river.


Assistant Transportation Officer Railway Attock section, Muhammad Tayyab, told Dawn, the railway station had been preserved as a Heritage and Tourist Resort with the collaboration of Sehrai Travel.

However, it will be operated through a joint-venture of the Railway and Sehrai Travel and Tours as visits of tourists would be jointly arranged by both agencies through a steam safari train, depending on the number of visitors or special occasions.

(By Yaqoob Malik, Dawn-2, 03/03/2007)

Mass transit systems

THE February 22 issue of The Review (Dawn Feb 22) mentions that mass transit should exclude the use of private vehicles. World Bank experts evolved bus convoys on exclusive busways to serve up to 20,000 persons per hour/direction (pphpd).


The first mass transit systems in London and Paris are underground rails serving up to 60,000 pphpd. Hong Kong metro is partly elevated. The 1974 master plan envisaged a metro spine for Karachi to serve 40,000 pphpd demand, later refined by rail experts, as basement level subway, under the old tramlines, avoiding UG utilities, on movable ramp-bridge, initially using KCR trains or used cars from Canada.


The 1990 WB study recommended 87km busways as six priority corridors for Karachi. It offered to finance implementation of six km segment from Old Exhibition to Karimabad, after engineering and feasibility by the consultants.

This offer was not utilised due to demand of direct LRT and concerns by some stakeholders. If this was implemented, even as busway in 1991, with built-in rails on the structure as planned, by now the entire length could have been implemented, as LRT on a BOT basis, after retrieving the infrastructure cost through toll.


During the past 16 years, several BOT attempts for LRT on Corridor-I have failed, leaving the largest city of over 15 million people dragging the rickety buses and mini-buses, forcing the masses to suffer in tortuously overcrowded and extremely hazardous public transport.

Based on the experience of 1985 riots, this extreme frustration amongst the masses could lead to another general uprising of much higher dimensions, at any time with consequent intolerable economic and financial losses.


In view of this historical background, as implementation on BOT has failed, due to high cost and consequent unaffordable fares, the only practical way left is to implement some of the corridors as toll expressways by private sector, for easy conversion as rail metro, after the infrastructure cost is retrieved through toll in a few years, thus enabling implementation through BOT at lower cost and affordable fares, fabricating carriages and systems locally, under licence to further minimise cost and fares. 

While reviewing the 1990 plan we may also review the 1975 subway metro plan as ordered by CCI in 1975.

S.M.H.RIZVI

(Dawn-6, 03/03/2007)
What’s in a name?

Renaming streets after real and/or imagined heroes and revered figures seems to be a popular pastime in Pakistan. And the thing is that in most cases, ordinary people keep on using the same name as before for these thoroughfares -- even Karachi's main M A Jinnah Road is not spared with most taxi and rickshaw drivers still referring to it as 'Bunder Road'. On this same issue, there is this maulvi in Swat, the same one who recently told his congregation that vaccination was sinful, who has gone on a re-naming spree. The man's name is Maulana Fazlullah and it seems he has a free hand to do as he pleases, notwithstanding the government's oft-repeated vow that extremism will be stamped out. Last week, this cleric promised "martyrdom" to those infants who did not get vaccinated and died of polio, and has now decided to rename villages in his native area.


Some of the names, in the list of candidate villages he has mentioned in his sermons over his FM radio station, already include religious words. But so thorough is the change he has in mind that in one case replacing an 'm' with an 'n' had helped achieve his new name -- from 'Imam Dheri' to 'Iman Dheri'. The cleric is clearly missing an important point, that spiritual things, including holy words, are best confined to the heart and soul of an individual; make them over-familiar, and they are in danger of becoming mundane, even tedious. When Montgomery became Sahiwal and Campbellpur became Attock, the changes turned out to be extremely popular, not because the old names were 'un-Islamic' but because the new ones were local. However, when a change was sought in the case of Toba Tek Singh and Jacobabad, it met with strong local opposition. As for non-Muslim place-names, there are so many cities, towns, areas, buildings and streets across the Islamic world which are eponymous for the "kafirs". So what name must Algeria give to its province of Constantine? And should Alexandria henceforth be known as, say, "Zulqarnainia"? But, first, a basic question: why is the government allowing this leeway to Maulana Fazlullah in the first place? Does the MMA government in the NWFP tolerate him because what this cleric is doing furthers its own agenda?

(The News-7, 03/03/2007)

SHC CJ requested to set up 5 traffic courts

KARACHI: The chief justice of the Sindh High Court has been asked to set up five courts to deal with fatal traffic accident cases to ensure stringent punishment to those responsible for such deaths, said Sindh Minister for Transport Muhammed Adil Siddiqi at a post-cabinet meeting briefing Thursday.


Siddiqui said that deaths resulting from traffic accidents were more in number in Karachi than in any other city in Pakistan and the ratio was increasing, which is why a committee had been formed comprising the secretaries of law, transport and home departments to come up with a plan within a month to deal with the problem. The committee is awaiting approval from the Cabinet and the Sindh Assembly. 

(Daily Times-B1, 03/03/2007)

Work on mass transit project will commence soon: Shaukat Aziz

KARACHI: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Saturday announced that work on another mega project in Karachi, the Karachi Mass Transit Programme (KMTP), a project separate from Karachi Circular Railway, would commence soon.

“Today we, including the Sindh Governor, Sindh Chief Minister, and the City Nazim, Karachi, have finalised the details of the Mass Transit Programme and work on this project will commence soon” he said while addressing the foundation-stone laying ceremony of the Memon Secretariat at the Governor’s House, Karachi.

Sindh Governor Dr. Ishratul Ibad, Sindh Chief Minister Dr Arbab Ghulam Rahim, Federal Information Minister Muhammad Ali Durrani, Federal Ports and Shipping Minister Babar Ghauri, City Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal, and representatives of local business community were also present. 


The Prime Minister praised the Sindh government and the City District Government-Karachi (CDGK) for carrying out “extraordinary” development works in Karachi, saying construction of flyovers, parks and roads in the city reflected the government’s intentions towards development of the city and its people.
He said due to continuity in government policies, Pakistan’s economy was growing and moving in the right direction and added the development activities started by the present government had no parallel.
He said the government was according attention to the promotion of education and skill development of the youth as it believed that human resource was the country’s real wealth.


“Currently, there is a skills gap in Pakistan but the government is paying attention to filling it by providing technical and vocational training to youth. Around 1,25,000 trained students would soon join the country’s industries” he said, and appealed to the Memon Community in the country to establish more technical and vocational training centres in the country.


Paying tributes to the Memon community for its services for the country, he said the Memon Community performed its responsibilities very well after the October 2005 devastating earthquake in Azad Kashmir and NWFP by providing relief goods, medicines, and tents to the quake-affected.


The Prime Minister said he had learnt that there was no ladies wing in their organisation and suggested to them to establish one, saying government was giving due importance to women in the country.

“Some people say we will be Westernised by enhancing the role of women in the society but that is not true. We only want that women should also be provided opportunities to play their due role in development of the country” he added.


On the occasion, the Prime Minister also lauded the services of world renowned social worker Maulana Abdus Sattar Edhi and said he was also a Memon who earned respect for Pakistan due to his services for the suffering humanity, not only in Pakistan but in the entire world.


Office-bearers of All-Pakistan Memon Federation (APMF) including its general secretary Saleem Parekh, known businessman Zubair Motiwala, Siraj Kassam Teli and Ghani Usman Adhi, also spoke.

(By M. Waqar Bhatti, The News-3, 04/03/2007)

DHA-transporters wrangle causes traffic gridlock

KARACHI: Commuters faced a massive traffic jam at Qayumabad, on Firday as transporters launched a massive protest against the DHA authorities for forcibly removing them from their parking terminal without prior notice. Transporters planted stones and hundreds of buses on the road to block the roundabout at about 10.00 a.m. As a result, Korangi Road, Korangi Industrial Area Road, Cause Way Road and the road to Baloch Colony were completely blocked. According to some commuters, even Korangi Road’s service lanes were gridlocked from the second signal of Defence up to Tooba mosque at about 1:30 p.m.


Irshad Bokhari, president of the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) explained said that “on the instructions of the DHA, the police and Ranger personnel forcibly removed [them] from their terminal.” “It happened between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Thursday when police and ranger personnel removed the buses and destroyed all cabins and hotels at the terminal.” 


Bokhari said that nearly 1000 minibuses and coaches on 10 different routes operate from Qayumabad. “DHA wants to occupy that land,” he claimed, adding that they would have moved if they had been given an alternative. “Where should we park these 1000 buses?” he asked. “We do not want riots we just want an alternative. We provide our services to people who travel from Qayumabad to Surjani, to Baldia to Korangi as well as to other parts of the city.” He clarifies, however that later upon negotiations with DIG Operations and TPO Korangi , the transporters were allowed to move back to their bus terminal. 


According to Bokhari, the DHA did not coordinate with any of the civic authorities before taking action. “I talked with city Nazim and DIG traffic but both had no idea about this sudden action,” he said, adding that since the “Regional Transport Authority (RTA) gave [them] this terminal, the DHA should have checked with them first.” When asked what they have planned now, Bokhari answered, “The City Nazim has called for a meeting today. It will be decided after this meeting.” 


Meanwhile, a DHA official rubbished the allegations of the KTI, saying that “the land is DHA’s property and the transporters have occupied it despite being informed about this action two months earlier.” He explained that even on that day notices asking them to leave could be found pasted on the poles near the terminal. “We asked them to arrange for some other place. And the transporters are right that the RTA gave them this place but we notified both the RTA and KTI well ahead of this action to arrange for a separate place.” Also, he says that the DHA held meetings with these transporters in which the latter asked for some time to arrange an alternative. “They are now talking with the RTA secretary to give them some other place but they had to be removed either today or tomorrow,” he added.


When contacted, traffic police officials said they had nothing to do with the matter as it is the DHA’s concern while the city government stated that the area is not under its jurisdiction and that the process of removing transporters has to be done through the proper channel. Fortunately, however, all hope is not lost. A meeting was held on Saturday in which, according to Bokhari, the city nazim has asked the Korangi town nazim as well as the transport and communication department CDGK to prepare a comprehensive report regarding the disputed land in a weeks time so that the matter can be decided quickly. Until then, the transporters can operate from the same bus terminal.

(The News-5, 04/03/2007)

UTS bus operators adamant on Friday strike

KARACHI: In a joint statement issued on Sunday, UTS Bus Operators and KPTS Metro Bus Operators have declared that they would go ahead with their strike on Friday (March 9) to protest against what they see as a conspiracy against them. The operators said that they would not be intimidated into cancelling thestrike, and that they were not scared by the government’s cancellation of their route permits


A press release issued on Sunday stated that despite unfavourable conditions, the UTS and KPTS operators had provided a better and more economical service to commuters, but due to a ‘conspiracy” they were being forced to move to other cities. 


According to the statement 210 buses have already been moved to Punjab due to the behaviour and attitude of the civic transport department and the traffic police. The government of Punjab’s policies had, they said, allowed for a more successful scheme and to date no company had defaulted. 


The transporters said that despite provincial transport minister Adil Siddiqi having ordered that the problems be resolved, both the traffic police and the city government’s transport department were still creating difficulties. They claimed that many companies had defaulted due to the authorities actions, while many others were on the verge of defaulting.


The UTS and KPTS Bus Operators are claiming that millions of rupees that the companies paid for the E-15 and 13-C route permits have been embezzled. The cancellation of the routes and the letters that have been issued denying any knowledge of these payments being made is merely a cover for the fraud. The same official who was involved in bankrupting KTC and SRTC is, the transporters say, involved once again. 


They also said that RTA was asked not to renew their route permit as it was affecting the government’s revenue and also causing problems for the transporters. They demanded an inquiry regarding the alleged corruption so that the records could be examined and corrected. They further demanded that following the inquiry the contracts for the routes be renewed, the removal of what they say is an illegal ban, immediate compensation for the vehicles burnt during riots and the suspension of the KPTS administrators who they say played a part in closure or the defunct Karachi Transport Corporation and are now trying to do the same to these companies. The association’s president appealed to them to make the March 9 strike a success.

(The News-4, 05/03/2007)

Remodelling or destruction

In June of last year, the Traffic Engineering and Transport Planning Agency (TEPA) of the Lahore Development Authority (LDA) submitted a PC-II proforma requesting permission to conduct a “feasibility study for remodelling of Canal Bank Road from the Dharampura underpass to Thokar Niaz Baig, Lahore.” The feasibility study, estimated at Rs3.98 million, was to include a topographic study, a traffic study, a geo-technical investigation, an environmental impact assessment report (EIA Report), an environment mitigation plan and the preparation of the project proposal.


The TEPA commissioned the National Engineering Services Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd. (NESPAK) to conduct the EIA report for the Canal widening project last year. The NESPAK has since conducted its surveys, collected its data and submitted its findings.


One should pause for a second to reflect that this is the first time in memory that a transport project in Lahore has been subjected to the finer requirements of the law (in this case the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (PEPA) and its mandatory requirement of an EIA report for any project which may cause an adverse environmental effect). Indeed, if it wasn’t for the public outcry last year following the appearance of red X marks on the trees lining the Canal Bank Road, the concerned government agencies would never have spent time evaluating the environmental impact of this project and would have taken their chainsaws to the thousands of trees in the green belt on either side of the Canal.


Sadly, NESPAK’s EIA Report for the project gives it the green light. Estimated to cost the taxpayer an estimated Rs800 million (though how this figure can be correct when the last construction project completed on the canal, the Dharampura underpass, cost a whopping Rs780 million), the “improvement plan for Canal Bank Road involves the addition of one lane (18 feet wide) plus earthen shoulder (6 feet wide) on both sides; resurfacing; development and improvement of service roads (18 feet wide); standardising access to/from service road; bus bays and shelters; traffic control and service devices; development of green areas along the road and plantation of trees along the right of way.” 

In other words, any trees within a minimum of 24 feet of the existing Canal Bank Road from Dharampura to Thokar Niaz Beg now face the axe, unless of course the EIA report is rejected by the environmental regulator, in this case the Environmental Protection Agency of the Punjab (EPA Punjab). One does not expect this to be the case, as the regulator’s independence from pressure and interference can be gauged by the fact that it was established by the government of Punjab and shares the same office building as the Environmental Protection Department. Even NESPAK has mistakenly referred to the TEPA and LDA as part of the government of Punjab. They are not, as the LDA is theoretically a separate legal entity established under the LDA Act, 1975. Such niceties are usually lost in red tape, and any attempt to bring reason to this chaos is met by a volley of “I-am-only-doing-my-job” loud enough to make a Nuremburg juror shudder.


In Al Gore’s documentary, “An Inconvenient Truth,” (which everyone should watch, by the way), mention is made of how it is impossible to get a man to say something when his salary depends on him saying something else. This is the overwhelming feeling one gets reading NESPAK’s EIA report of the project.


The project is scheduled to start “in the beginning of the year 2007” while the “estimated completion time for the proposed project is about 12 months from the start of construction.” What this means is that the city of Lahore faces the imminent destruction of Canal Road, the only tree-lined avenue of its type in the entire world. What is tragic is that it is being done with complete disregard for the environment, good urban planning and smart transport solutions. According to PEPA, an EIA means “an environmental study comprising collection of data, prediction of qualitative and quantitative impacts, comparisons of alternatives, evaluations of preventive, mitigatory and compensatory measures, formulation of environmental management and training plans and monitoring arrangements, framing of recommendations and other components as may be prescribed.”


While NESPAK’s EIA Report has headings for all these items, they are filled with cursory remarks that defy reason. For instance, in dismissing outright alternative proposals II and III to enhance the capacity of nearby and parallel streets (Maulana Shaukat Ali Road on one side and Wahdat and Multan roads on the other), the EIA report states that such alternatives “would entail a number of issues” such as the acquisition of land belonging to the University of Punjab which are “not feasible. . .”; and goes on to say that these alternative routes are not feasible because they are “already saturated with traffic.” This is a laugh given the government of Punjab and the City District Government of Lahore have no hesitation in proposing the acquisition of thousands of acres of land in North Lahore for foreign investors. 


On the other hand, NESPAK’s EIA report, after recognising that the road widening project will have an effect on the overall noise in the residential areas lining the Canal, states confidently and causally that such noise pollution can be mitigated by “enforcing a ban on the use of pressure horns” especially around health centres and educational institutions and the “implementation of an inspection and maintenance programme for vehicles.” The EIA report makes these mitigatory measures sound simple to undertake and implement.


It is been demonstrated time and again in other countries which have a greater car-to-person ratio than Lahore that the widening of roads does NOT improve traffic or air quality. Cairo is an example, where traffic whizzes along wide double-decker motorways but then gets clogged at the exit ramps because the city’s secondary and tertiary roads cannot handle the burden of the increased numbers of automobiles. It has also been demonstrated time and again in other countries which have the political will to break free from an environmentally destructive development paradigm that traffic control measures and the implementation of networked public transport is the solution to traffic congestion. Bogota and Seoul are two examples where green and environmentally sensitive transport planning has seen a marked improvement in traffic and, consequently, quality of life.


Thankfully, PEPA does not let the proponents of projects off the hook with “manufactured” EIA reports giving them the go-ahead to do as they will (the EIA reports’ approving of the construction of half-a-dozen cement plants in the Kahoon Valley near Chakwal is a case in point). The EIA report for the Canal-widening project will be made public and objections and comments have been invited from the public. EPA plans to hold a hearing at the Sun Fort Hotel in Lahore on February 14. Anyone interested in submitting their comments to the project is welcome. PEPA is the only legislation in the country which requires the high and might to subject their proposals to public scrutiny (elections are too few and too far between out to count). Since EPA is following the law and holding a public meeting, it would behoove every right minded citizen to pick up the gauntlet and make an appearance at the hearing.

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 05/03/2007)

Damaged traffic signal

ON M. T. Khan Road, there was a signal opposite the Baharia Complex, just before one ascends on the Jinnah Bridge.

From this signal, one could take an easy Uturn to reach the commercial hub of Karachi, i.e., I. I. Chundrigar Road.


Unfortunately, this signal was demolished during the carpeting/repair phase.

In the absence of this vital signal, motorists have to go over to the Jinnah Bridge, where all sorts of traffic converge, then roll down towards Tower. Imagine what a hassle it is, rather a total torture. 

The traffic gridlock is so horrendous near Tower that one curses incessantly the Traffic Engineering Bureau. Yes, for the apathy shown to the general public by them.


Lack of planning and lack of common sense is order of the day. 

In the light of the foregoing, city fathers are requested to take appropriate action to get the said traffic signal reinstalled without any delay. It is only logical to enable the bulk of traffic flow through this U-turn to the commercial district, rather than force them to go over the Jinnah Bridge, an unnecessary and mind-boggling detour.


SAFIR A. SIDDIQUI

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 06/03/2007)
I.I.Chundrigar beautifacation plan 

Work begins on Sunday

KARACHI: Development work on II Chundrigar Road will begin from Sunday March 11 following chehlum. This will start from Merewether Tower and cover the area to Wallace Bridge, a length of 2250 meters. Informed sources, speaking exclusively to The News, have said that this strip of road will remain closed to traffic for two months and that Sunday has been chosen because most offices will be closed and less traffic is expected.


The traffic police, City District Government Karachi and the State Bank Steering Committee have chalked out a traffic diversion plan which will be released to the public soon. The traffic diversion plan will make use of Talpur Road and Mumtaz Road, which are adjacent to II Chundrigar Road, and which connect to MT Khan Road. These roads are currently in a poor state but authorities have said that they will be renovated and the ground surfaced so that drivers can safely access their office car parks. The traffic police will submit their route map on Wednesday after which the CDGK, State Bank Steering Committee and the contractor will finalise the plan.


Sources have said that all of the heavy work, such as excavation and the lifting and removal of heavy debris, will be done at night. 


Regarding the site of the contractor’s camp office, The News has learnt that the Railway has been asked to provide land within its yards. However before formally agreeing to this Railway authorities are waiting for the appropriate paperwork to guarantee both the safety of the land and the contractor’s departure date.

Payment for the project will only be made once the quality of the work has been verified sources claim. A consultant will be used to certify that the work has been done to an appropriate standard and a progress report then sent to the CDGK. The CDGK will then send the bill / release order to the State Bank Steering Committee who will once again check the work and then give the cheque to the contractor. 


The contract has been awarded on a cost basis of just under Rs 210 million. The contractor will be responsible for arranging barriers and posters to guide people and prevent them entering or accessing the work site. City Government sources, talking to The News, have admitted this will be a challenge for the contractor as there are several highly sensitive offices, including newspaper offices, located along the road.

Some have said that simply closing a part of II Chundrigar Road will cause chaos, especially during the rush hour. Roads near DJ Sindh Government complex, S M Law College will take the brunt of the pressure caused by this project.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 07/03/2007)

Transport strike uncalled for: CDGK

KARACHI: The Transport and Communications Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) said Tuesday that the wheel-jam strike call of the Urban Transport Scheme (UTS) operators and the PTS Metro Bus operators on March 9 was totally uncalled for.

The department said that this strike call was merely aimed at exerting pressure on the administration. Several complaints had been received from citizens that the UTS and Metro Bus operators were charging extra fares and violating route permits and overloading their vehicles. These buses also allowed men to sit on seats reserved for women and did not stop at proper bus stops. 


According to the department, a vigilance committee comprising officers of the CDGK’s transport and communication department was set up to solve these problems. The committee had started checking the UTS and Metro Buses so that action could be taken against the violation of traffic rules, overloading and extra fares. It said that a representative of the UTS and Metro was on the committee.

The department stated that in 2002, wide-bodied buses were introduced in Karachi under the UTS. Under the scheme, bus depots were given to the UTS bus operators in Surjani, Landhi, Korangi and Baldia towns, but no service charges were paid to the CDGK. The scheme also made it mandatory for drivers and conductors to wear uniforms while on duty. 

(Daily Times-B1, 07/03/2007)

Malir River Bridge delayed 6 months


KARACHI: The slow pace of work on the Malir River Bridge (connecting Shah Faisal Colony to the Korangi Industrial Area) means that the project to exceed its given timeline by six more months. The bridge is one of the biggest projects under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme, and is worth Rs 1.5 billion. Its completion was scheduled for March. This was later shifted to June. It is now expected, however, that the project will probably be completed by the end of this year.


Work on the bridge began in June 2005 and was initially supposed to be completed within 18 to 20 months. Sources in the CDGK's works and services department told Daily Times that a number of hurdles, including an inadequate supply of funds, mean that only 60 percent of the work has been done. 


The project comprises the construction of a 1.2-kilometer bridge over the Malir River as well as an array of a total of five kilometers of approach roads (from Shah Faisal Colony and the Korangi Industrial Area).


The contractor's consultant engineer, who wished to remain anonymous, denied claims about financial problems. He instead cited damage to the girders (after the Malir River flooded in the aftermath of last year's monsoons) as the reason for the delay. He added that work is being carried out round-the-clock to make up for the delay. 


The engineer also mentioned that around 30 to 40 houses in Reta Plot, Shah Faisal Colony, will need to be demolished, and dozens of electricity poles will need to be relocated, to make space for the approach roads.


Zahid Hussain, a resident of Reta Plot, was dejected as a result of this decision. "City government officials have made numerous visits to survey the locality, but the prices being offered to us are far less than the current market rates," he said. "We should be paid at least the market rates for our properties, so that we can buy new accommodation for ourselves."


During a visit to the site, Daily Times noticed that work was being carried out only in the day, and only one site was being dealt with at a time, thus slowing down the pace of work. Moreover, the new bridge is being constructed with no proper plans to divert traffic. People are currently using a single-lane road, which had earlier been used as a shortcut. This road, which has been in a poor state for many years, is now the only possible option for people traveling to and from Landhi and Korangi industrial areas. The only other alternative is the time-consuming and relatively longer route through Landhi, Quaidabad, Malir and finally onto Shahrah-e-Faisal.


Drivers using the single road were quick to show their frustrations, and demanded that the pace of work on the project be accelerated. Riaz Usman, an accounant in a facotory located in the Korangi industrial area, said that he had been using the road for the past 12 years to save time and to avoid traffic. "Due to the ongoing work on the link bridge, the existing road is in ruins. Authorities concerned should repair this road to facilitate the motorists till the project is completed," he said. 

Fakhir Lodhi, an employee of a biscuit factory located in Korangi, was of the opinion that it had become a norm for every government to start a new project without providing motorists with an alternative route. 

In a recent press conference, however, the city nazim had announced that the Azeempura Road (between the National Highway and the Malir River Bridge) would be completed by December. "The tender for this task has been issued. We hope that the work will commence before June and finish by December," he said.

The Tameer-e-Karachi project director, Rauf Farooqi, was contacted repeatedly on his office and cellular numbers, but was not available for comments.

(Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 07/03/2007)

Transporters resent decision

KARACHI, March 7: Two major associations of transporters, the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) and the Karachi Goods Carriers Association (KGCA), have threatened to observe a nationwide wheel-jam if the Sindh cabinet did not withdraw its decision to institute a non-bailable case against transport operators in the event of a road accident. It described the decision ‘a prejudiced step’.


KTI and KGCA said on Wednesday that they did not accept such a unilateral decision.They alleged that such rules were being introduced only in the Sindh and the aim seemed to be covering up the relevant authorities’ shortcomings.

Meanwhile, a combined meeting of various groups of transporters on Wednesday decided to postpone the proposed wheel-jam earlier announced by the UTS bus operators for Friday (March 8). It was announced that the strike was being put off for two weeks.

(Dawn-17, 08/03/2007)

CDGK traffic diversion plan through MT Khan Road


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK), in collaboration with the traffic police and the State Bank’s steering committee, issued a temporary traffic diversion plan Wednesday so that work on the II Chundrigar Road could begin from March 11 (Sun).

The project will be executed in phases. In the first phase, work will begin on Sunday on the 900-meter portion from Habib Bank Plaza to Mereweather Tower.


According to the temporary traffic diversion plan, people would have to use Wallace Bridge through MT Khan Road to get to Mereweather Tower. The other two link roads, Mumtaz Hassan Road and Talpur Road, would be opened for traffic but they would specifically be used by people whose offices are located on them. The scheduled time during which they can use the roads will also be announced later. 


When the dilapidated condition of both the roads was pointed out to District Officer SM Taha, he told Daily Times that patchwork and carpeting of Mumtaz Hassan Road and Talpur Road would be done before work on II Chudrigar Road begins Sunday. 


The project of improving the road from Shaheen Complex to Mereweather Tower has been facing constant delays for the last 10 months. The area has remained closed for all public transport vehicles since April 2006 and a free-shuttle service had been started by the city government to allow people to commute. The project’s estimated cost is Rs 250 million and includes service charges, shifting of underground utility services, upgrading the surroundings, the installation of signboards etc. The project is being carried out under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme and is being executed by the CDGK’s works and service department through contractors.

According to SM Taha, the II Chundrigar Road beautification project had been given six months to be completed, “but due to the huge volume of vehicular traffic on this important thoroughfare, the city government plans to complete it within four months.”

(Daily Times-B1, 08/03/2007)

Urban mass transit systems

THE Punjab government has done well by seeking expert opinion from Dr E Sreedharan, the head of Delhi’s latest urban metro service, on the development of a mass transit system for Lahore. The recommendations made by the expert on how to go about developing the commuter train service should be heeded, because New Delhi has successfully launched the world’s most modern transit system which has eased traffic congestion as well as made urban commuting easy and efficient for the general public there. The eight-billion-dollar Lahore mass transit plan, much like its Karachi counterpart, has all but existed on paper for over two decades now. Meanwhile, there have been several feasibility reports and promises made by successive governments, but no real work has been done so far on either of the projects all these years. On several occasions in the past, even foreign consortiums offered to line up the required funds if only they got a go-ahead from the government.


The Indian expert’s suggestions as to why the government should underwrite a project of such great public utility and on its economic feasibility and affordability by the general public make good sense. One says this because the transit system headed by him is a remarkable success story which has materialised right next door and not in some distant land under very different conditions. Burgeoning metropolises like Karachi and Lahore badly need reliable and modern mass transit systems; the two cities should be able to share ideas on how best to go about setting these up. Development in isolation of the mass transit plans for Karachi and Lahore will increase the cost of getting these started. Since these are multi-billion-dollar projects and require foreign engineering expertise, the two cities should pool their planning resources and approach the same foreign parties for implementation. Other growing cities like Peshawar, Quetta and Rawalpindi-Islamabad could also benefit from the spadework done for the Karachi and Lahore mass transit systems. This is the only way to effectively address the problems of traffic congestion, environmental degradation and commuter hardship in our major urban centres today.

(Dawn-7, 09/03/2007)
Half of Drigh Road bridge to be rebuilt

KARACHI: Half portion of the bridge located opposite Drigh Road railway station connecting Sharea Faisal and Rashid Minhas Road would be demolished and rebuild.

According to informed sources, the company that constructed this bridge has submitted a new design to City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal.


It may be noted here that the ramp of this bridge along Sharea Faisal causes a traffic mess and often leads to accidents, besides holes also appear at this portion of the bridge.

However, the construction company says that “gradient” of this bridge is 5.50 percent due to which pressure is mounted on three spans of the bridge when heavy vehicles pass through this patch.

In technical version the company attributed the reason of occurring holes to the usage of jacks when the tyres of some heavy trucks or trawlers deflate while passing through the bridge.

The construction company says that the grading of any bridge should not be more than 4 percent, while the grading of this bridge is 5.50 percent, therefore, three spans of this bridge have been displaced two inches wide from their actual place.


As per new design the new ramp will be build towards Drigh Road railway station after demolishing the ramp along Sharea Faisal, the sources said, adding, the company has offered free technical help even if the contract is awarded to any other firm.


The city government has started considering this new design presented by the company and some decision is likely to be taken soon in this regard. 

It may be mentioned here that this bridge was constructed at a cost of Rs45 million some 13 years back.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-4, 09/03/2007)

SHC calls comments for public train

KARACHI: A division bench of the Sindh High Court comprising Justice Musheer Alam and Justice Yasmeen Abasi called Thursday comments from the Sindh Government, City District Government Karachi (CDGK), Pakistan Railways and others on a petition filed by an NGO seeking direction to start a new public train in Karachi.


Islam Hussain, chairman, Al-Qanoon, submitted that for a long time the citizens of Karachi had been suffering from travel and conveyance problems and lost precious time due to heavy traffic jams, especially on the main arteries of the city.


The CDGK declared 22 major roads of the city commercial streets without taking any prior safety or other development measures. In most places, parking spaces were converted in shops. Due to the unavailability of parking areas, vehicles are being parked at the roadside, hindering traffic flows. He stated that it was necessary to lay a new rail track in the city, passing from main commercial and residential areas on an emergency basis. It may start from Keamari Town to Education City via Liaquatabad and Sohrab Goth. The applicant prayed the court to direct the Sindh government and CDGK to submit a fresh proposal on the layout of the Lyari Expressway project for a new public train scheme. It was also prayed to direct the respondents to make parking areas, repair major damaged roads, demolish illegal structures and make arrangements for the removal of encroachments from all major and busy roads of the city.

(Daily Times-B1, 09/03/2007)

Underpass at Malir planned

KARACHI, March 10: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced construction of an underpass at the Wireless Gate, Malir, for resolving the chronic problem of traffic jam caused by the rail traffic crossing this section of the prime thoroughfare.

He made the announcement while speaking as chief guest at a ceremony for the laying of foundation of a dialysis centre at a hospital in Malir on Saturday. He said the underpass would ensure hassle free movement to commuters and pedestrians who were, at present, facing great difficulties due to the frequent jams resulting from the rail traffic.

He said that the city government had gained remarkable experience of constructing underpasses after executing six such projects, along with those of flyovers, within a short span of eight months.


Referring to the projected dialysis facility, he pointed out that the city government had been spending a huge amount of its budget on free healthcare facilities for citizens. He cited the examples of development and renovation of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and setting up of the Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases in this context.

He said that over 40 per cent construction work in the second phase of the KIHD had been completed.

The nazim also made mention of the ongoing fumigation drive to prevent any outbreak of viral diseases in the metropolis.

(Dawn-19, 11/03/2007)

Traffic section officer suspended on bribery charge

KARACHI: The Superintendent of Traffic Police, Zone-I, suspended a section officer of Secretariat Traffic section on corruption charges. A few days ago, the Anti-Corruption Department raided the secretariat traffic section after an application was given to the department. However, no arrests have been reported during the raid while the Section Officer (SO) against whom the case has been registered managed to escape.

The allegation against the SO of the secretariat traffic section is that he allegedly used to take bribes in the form of cash or electronic items and allow people to park their vehicles around the premises of the Karachi Press Club.

In this regard, a case has been registered against the incharge of the section and other staff.


Gul wrote in his application to the Anti-Corruption Department that the section incharge, SI Sajid, initially demanded Rs5,000 per month to allow parking in the said area but then settled for Rs4,000 for the same. He added that when he started parking and cleaning vehicles, the traffic police officer said that the amount should be increased or they won’t allow the parking. It was also written in his application that in addition to a bribe of Rs4,000 the officer also took a television and asked them to report to the traffic section to pay them the bribe amount.


The Anti-Corruption Department has registered a case (FIR No 9/2007) against the secretariat traffic section incharge and other staff and started investigation. 


Superintendent of Police Mohaib Ali of Zone-I Traffic when contacted said that he was taking notice on the complaint and FIR against Sajid Sheikh of Secretariat traffic section ordered his suspension and also ordered departmental action against him.

(The News-3, 11/03/2007)

SHC moved for conversion of public transport to CNG

KARACHI, March 11: A division bench of the Sindh High Court has issued notices to the Ministry of Environment, the federal and provincial Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and others on a petition seeking direction for the authorities to convert public transport vehicles to CNG and remove smoke-emitting vehicles from the city.


The petitioners, Helpline Trust and others, through Kamal Jabbar Advocate, submitted that air pollution had become a grave threat to the residents of Karachi. According to a study conducted by the Ministry of Environment, about 16.28 million people of the city were suffering the adverse effects of air pollution while the World Bank had estimated that 16,800 premature deaths in Pakistan were directly attributed to it.


Naming the Ministry of Environment, the federal and provincial EPA and others as respondents, the petition stated that by allowing dangerous, toxic pollutants to roam freely through the air, the respondents were violating the fundamental rights of the people. He pointed out that the previous order of the court regarding the removal of all smoke-emitting vehicles from the city had been implemented only momentarily.


After a series of strikes by transporters, polluting vehicles had been allowed back onto the streets and today they were continuing to choke the lungs of the city with impunity. With rapid increases in population, urbanisation, economic growth and access to car financing, the vehicular population of Karachi has also undergone a dramatic increase.


These changes have led to a palpable deterioration in the quality of urban air, resultant increases in eye, nose, lung and respiratory diseases and cancer. The World Health Organisation already found that air pollution levels in Karachi were about 20 times higher than what was considered safe.


The petitioners prayed the court to declare the current level of pollution in urban areas a grave threat to citizens and direct the respondents to ensure the conversion of all public transport to CNG or other environment-friendly sources of energy. It was also prayed to direct the respondents to ensure the permanent removal of smoke- and noise-emitting vehicles besides the removal of two-stroke engine vehicles from the city.


The SHC's division bench comprising Justice Musheer Alam and Justice Yasmeen Abbasy, after the preliminary hearing, issued notice to the respondents and the AG and the DAG of Sindh for a date to be fixed by the office of the court.

(Dawn-15, 12/03/2007)

Portion of Hasan Square flyover blocked

KARACHI: The Hassan Square flyover was partially closed yesterday morning for the public due to some construction work.


The flow of traffic towards Liaquatabad from Stadium road was rough and disrupted. This was a result of some ongoing work for which no prior notice was issued to the citizens. The road was completely blocked in the morning with pipes, which caused slow movement of the traffic on the alternate route. “I take this route everyday but this morning, the road that goes towards Liaqatabad was completely closed for all sorts of vehicles,” said Mohammad Ali Khan, a marketing executive of a multinational company. 


However, when the site was visited, the road was partially opened from the left while the other half was still closed. This enabled people to access the road, though it was observed to be a slow movement of traffic. 

The purpose of the work was not known as no concerned official was available for comments despite contacting several times.

(The News-3, 15/03/2007)

Removal of traffic signal

I THANK Safir Siddiqui for highlighting the irritable and unthoughtful removal of traffic signal at M.T. Khan Road, Karachi (letter, March 6).


Over 3,000 motorists use this route daily from Clifton and Defence to I.I. Chundrigar Road, through Old Queens Road, who are now forced to take the longer and torturous route through the Jinnah Bridge and Tower.
It also means unduly wasting precious fuel due to the apathy and bad planning of civic agencies. Not only this, the closing of the turning point near the Bahriya Complex, motorbikes and vehicles of all sorts come on the wrong track of M.T. Khan Road all the way to the Old Queens Road turning, putting their lives at risk.


The Traffic Engineering Bureau and the city police should re-install the traffic signal as before, and make life easy for commuters who are already groaning due to undisciplined traffic and high fuel costs.


ABAAD ELIAS

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 16/03/2007)
Child crushed to death

KARACHI: Two people, including a child, were killed in different incidents on Thursday. 

Two-year-old Shah Mir, son of Amir, was knocked down and killed when a speeding truck ran him over in Baldia Town in Mochko police limits while he was playing outside his house.

After the incident, people started pelting stones on the vehicle due to which the driver was injured. Later, the area police reached the spot and shifted the body to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for legal formalities. The injured driver was taken to Civil Hospital for treatment.

An unidentified 40-year-old man was killed when a speeding vehicle hit him near Cattle Colony in Shah Lateef Town police jurisdiction while he was crossing the road. 

In yet another incident, the body of a newborn girl was recovered near Buffer Zone Dental College in Taimuria police area.

(The News-2, 16/03/2007)

WB asks govt to cut transportation cost
ISLAMABAD, March 17: The World Bank has asked the government to lower the transportation cost, saying that it is severely constraining the economic growth and making the country’s export uncompetitive in the world.


Sources told Dawn on Friday that the government had been advised to remove ‘inadequacies’ of the transport system that was resulting in an annual loss of Rs220 billion or six per cent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Inadequate physical capacity, inadequate maintenance system, poor targeted priorities of investment, operational and financial inefficiencies of the public investment, lack of private sector participation and environmental impact were identified as serious issues which needed to be sorted out for improving the performance of the transportation system.


An official study, ‘Industrial vision and strategy for Pakistan’s socioeconomic development,’ submitted to the government for approval, called upon the authorities to overhaul and revamp the transport sector, particularly by modernising the maintenance system. It said the current system was inadequate and needed major improvements.

The government was asked encourage the private sector to make sizable investment in the sector.

The report said incentives should be offered to encourage the private sector to participate in road projects.


Incentives should also be offered to the private sector to control road deterioration, check overloading and install weigh bridges and penalty should be imposed on those violating the rules, it said.


Rational allocation of inland freight traffic between rail and road network, privatisation of the railway operation in selected sections and inclusion of the private sector in the development of roads, airlines, ports and shipping and inland navigation could help improve the efficiency of the sector, it said.

The study said the share of railway in public investment had drastically declined mainly due to aging of the assets, long delays in arrival and departure, frequent accidents, lack of locomotives, and insufficient train speed.

The major goal was to revitalise the railway and make it the choice of the commuter and freight haulers through a service-friendly environment, it said.


The public sector investment could be used for strengthening the transport capacity through improvement of facilities, including doubling tracks, electrification, rehabilitation of tracks, revamping of signalling and repair of bridges, it said.

The main issue in air transportation, the study said, was poor quality of the services and airport facilities. The goal was to improve the service standard to passengers by private sector participation in the industry.


Besides, the PIA’s operation efficiency needed to be improved, including cost control, reduction of manpower-aircraft ratio, aircraft renewal and higher rate of aircraft utilisation, it said.
The assessment of roads done by a joint study of the World Bank and the National Highway Authority (NHA) indicated that 37 per cent of the national highways were in poor condition and only 28 per cent were in good condition. The major causes of the deterioration of the road network included rapidly increasing traffic volumes, partly due to shift from rail to road, inadequate funds for maintenance, inefficient government institutions, overloading and lack of private investment.


With the growth of urban population, transportation needs were growing fast in the cities, it said. “The system was inadequate to cater to the needs of the urban dwellers,” the study said.

(Dawn-3, 18/03/2007)

Karachiites losing hope for more CNG buses

KARACHI, March 18: For decades, Karachiites have been facing the chronic problem of public transport shortage and for quite some time they are being assured of the arrival of thousands of wide-bodied CNG buses ‘very soon’. However, the assurance has proved a lip service so far as their dream of seeking these buses on city roads is yet to come true. There is no definite deadline or a firm time-bound action plan either.


After this bitter experience of broken promises, Karachiites have now realised statements and pledges in this regard sum up to nothing.


Early last year, Karachiites began to hear the promise that the first batch of CNG buses would arrive in city by December (2006). Though many statements had been issued by the officials concerned in the following months but nothing of the sort happened by or even after the given date.


A few weeks back, the authorities stated that the first batch of CNG buses would be arriving in March 2007 as a South Koran automobile company, Daewoo, had set up a bus-making plant having a capacity of 3,000 CNG buses per month at Razzaqabad, on the National Highway. However, even after the passage of the first half of this month, there is nothing on the ground to believe that a single CNG bus would be delivered to Karachiites by the company in the next couple of weeks.


There could be no two opinions regarding the importance of cost-effective, fast and efficient public transport system in giving the country’s trade and economy a boost. This is why many cities of the world with less population than Karachi do have modern public transport system, including underground train network. Karachi is perhaps the only big urban city without even a fully functional over-ground train system.


In our part of the world, the governments and experts fully realise the importance of the circular trains and modern buses, but some international elements do not want to see Pakistan, especially its big cities like Karachi, enjoying an efficient and cost effective public transport system. Many published reports hint at the role of lending organisations like the World Bank and IMF in the closure of the Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC), which had a fleet of thousands of wide-bodied buses, besides trained staff and well-equipped bus depots. Traces of similar vested interests may also be found in the closure of KCR and the pathetically slow process of its revival. The order of complete revival of the KCR was issued by President Pervez Musharraf in 2004, but despite passage of three long years, the KCR could not be revived.


The city government under City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal also sees solution of chronic public transport problem in Karachi in the revival of KCR, and intends to brining in CNG buses. It is said that old and shabby smoke-emitting buses and minibuses would be replaced with 8,000 new CNG buses in the next four years and the first batch was to arrive by December 2006.


Last month, the Central Development Working Party set up a steering committee to finalise a loan interest subsidy project of Rs5 billion for the private sector to provide 500-600 CNG buses each in Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar and Islamabad and to set up CNG stations in big cities.


It was said that the government had decided to help private companies operate CNG buses in four major cities and set up CNG stations. A CDWP-constituted steering committee was to finalise other modalities. However, this ambitious plan is without a first deadline, and nobody knows when these 500-600 CNG buses would arrive Karachi.

(Dawn-14, 19/03/2007)

Making pedestrian bridges a futile exercise

KARACHI: The phenomenon of civilians not willing to utilise pedestrian bridges constructed on major thoroughfares of the city is a huge problem for authorities. Students of a well-known academy in the vicinity of the Shahrae Faisal Christian cemetery do not use the pedestrian bridge located just a few meters from the school gate.


Making this attitude more questionable is the fact that this bridge, according to a city official, was constructed especially for the academy a while back.

The students of the said academy, including some teachers, cross the road amid the vehicular traffic in the afternoon despite there being a grill under the bridge and the relatively higher speed of the passing vehicles since just before the said point vehicles accelerate due to wide road under the FTC flyover.


Despite the rapid increase in the number of accidents and the consistent growth of motor vehicles, the students of the said academy seem to have no civic sense at all. That doesn’t only demonstrate the lack of awareness among them regarding road safety education but also shows that the administration of the academy is least bothered about educating the students to follow the traffic rules which indeed have been formulated for their safety.


When contacted, an official from the city government said, “We are supposed to build pedestrian bridges but we can’t make people use them. The most we can do is we fix a grill or fence to stop people from crossing the bridge in between speeding vehicles.” He added that technically a grill is spread to a length of 50 metres each side of the bridge but people still walk distances and cross the bridge through the fast moving traffic. 


A normal (not fancy) pedestrian bridge costs Rs3 million while the cost of the grill made with standard material is almost half that amount.


For these students and other pedestrians it has become regular practice that not only causes traffic congestion but also increases the danger of fatal accidents. One can remember the students killed in road accidents that belonged to another school just before the FTC because the signals were removed from the intersection and construction of FTC pedestrian bridge had been delayed.

(The News-2, 19/03/2007)

CNG buses still a distant dream for Karachiites

KARACHI: For a long time now, Karachiites have been hearing about coming of thousands of wide-bodied CNG buses to help solve chronic issue of public transport in the largest city of the country. However, these promised buses are still a distant dream for millions of Karachi commuters, as there is no definite deadline or firm time-bound action plan in this regard.


With the bitter experience of broken promises, Karachiites now fully know that without a concrete time frame all open-ended statements and pledges sum up to nothing.


At the beginning of last year, Karachittes began to hear promises that the first tranche of CNG buses would be introduced on city roads by December 2006. Though various statements were issued in this regard by responsible functionaries, Karachiites saw that nothing happened as the year 2006 passed without any 


Later, the authorities hinted that the first tranche of CNG buses would come in March 2007, as a South Koran automobile company, Daewoo, had set up a bus-making plant with capacity to producing 3000CNG buses per month, at Razzaqabad, National Highway Karachi, but after passage of the first half of March 2007 there seemed nothing on horizon to believe that the first tranche of CNG buses would be introduced in Karachi during current month.


It is intriguing that both bureaucracy and political leadership of Karachi, Sindh province and Center had yet to realize the socioeconomic importance of improving public transport sector in Karachi. Many urban cities of the world with less population as compared to Karachi had modern public transport system including underground train system.


Karachi is perhaps the only big urban city without even over-ground train-based public transport system after the doom of the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR). In London more than 10,000 buses including double-deckers run on city roads. Now even hybrid buses, which use a combination of diesel and electric power, are introduced in London to cut the carbon dioxide emissions. 

Many published reports hint at role of lending organizations like the World Bank and IMF in closure of the Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC), which had fleet of thousands of wide-bodied buses, besides trained staff and well-equipped bus depots. Traces of similar vested interests might also be found in the closure of KCR and the pathetically slow process of its revival. The order of complete revival of the KCR was issued by no else but President Pervez Musharraf himself in 2004, but despite passage of long three years, the KCR could not be revived despite massive and costly Japanese loans. The issue of introducing wide-bodied buses was raised some half a decade back and a scheme of Urban Transport System (UTS) system was also introduced in 2001. Naimatullah Khan had also envisaged bringing some 10,000 environment-friendly CNG buses in Karachi in two phases and vowed to provide all possible facilities to companies and transporters bringing in these buses.


During the first phase, work was started on bringing in 500 CNG buses and federal government was persuaded to waive off import duty and sales taxes on the import of these buses as a special case. Transporters also offered various incentives under UTS for transporters included subsidy on loan mark-up at the rate of 6 percent on non-air-conditioned large-sized buses and at 9 percent on large-sized air-conditioned buses. Due to these efforts some 900 buseswere introduced in Karachi, but many of them disappeared from road after the era of former city nazim.


The recent development is that in last month, the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) set up a steering committee to finalize a loan interest subsidy project of Rs 5 billion for the private sector to provide 500-600 CNG buses each in Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar and Islamabad and set up CNG stations in big cities.


It was said that the government had decided to help private companies ply CNG buses in four major cities and set up CNG stations. The government would share interest on loans obtained by these companies from banks by providing a Rs 5 billion interest subsidy. Thereto of bank loan and investment by private companies would be decided by the CDWP-constituted steering committee, which comprises representatives from the federal government, provinces and private sector. The committee will also finalize other modalities of this project. However, this ambitious plan also is without a first deadline, and nobody knows when these 500-600 CNG buses would reach Karachi.

(The News-2, 19/03/2007)

Traffic jams choke Banaras
KARACHI, March 20: Commuters faced difficulties on different roads connecting to Banaras as vehicular traffic remained suspended for more than 45 minutes at Banaras Chowk due to disruption in traffic signal system on Tuesday morning.


Long queues of vehicles were observed on Manghopir Road, Qasba Colony Road, Orangi Road and Abdullah College Road. Only one traffic constable was busy manually regulating the traffic, but the situation was aggravated by the minibuses that opted for wrong side of the two way tracks.


Though some police personnel were present in a van, they did not help regulate the traffic. The portion of Shahrah-i-Orangi from Banaras Chowk to Orangi Sector-5 has been closed for the last many months for repair, which added to the miseries of commuters.


Shopkeepers said traffic problems were generally created there due to presence of handcarts on the main roads.

The only solution to the problem was construction of a flyover and removal of handcarts and inter-city buses from the roads leading to Banaras Chowk, he said.
Instead of improving the system, whenever traffic gets blocked vehicles were diverted towards Metroville, the shopkeepers said adding that the long standing problem needs proper attention of the concerned authorities.

(Dawn-18, 21/03/2007)

Five more signal-free corridors planned
KARACHI, March 20: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has informed a foreign delegation that the city government will build five more signal-free corridors in the metropolis during the current year.


Talking to the delegation of an Australian company, Meinhardt International Group, which called on him at his office on Tuesday, he said the city government would invite foreign companies to participate in the development of Karachi by participating in the projects as per international standards.
The company has expertise in the construction industry and it has completed a number of projects in 36 countries and built high-rises, commercial and residential plazas and also worked on the project of urban infrastructure, transport and environment.


The members of the delegation appreciated the fast pace of work on the development projects and showed interest in being a part of the ongoing development.The nazim informed the delegation that the city government successfully built three underpasses and three flyovers of the first signal-free corridor from the airport to Site in a span of eight months.

He said the city government had planned to construct five more signal-free corridors and the work to build the second corridor from Nagan Chowrangi to Sharea Faisal had been started and tenders to appoint consultants for the project had been floated.
He said that it would be a 13-kilometre long corridor, which would have four flyovers and it would be completed by the end of this year. He said after the completion of the five new corridors, the traffic problem in the metropolis would be solved.


Mr Kamal also informed the delegation about the different megaprojects worth Rs15 billion related to water, sewerage and infrastructure development.

He added that the city government had blacklisted all those companies which had shown negligence and delayed the development work on their respective projects.

(Dawn-19, 21/03/2007)

Proposal to bring transport departments under one umbrella

KARACHI: The plan to abolish the Mass transit cell and merge it with the transport and communication department is in progress. The city district government is adopting this policy so as to bring all its transport departments under one umbrella.


The City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal will be sent a proposal in this regard, to ensure that the Sindh Local Government Ordinance (SLGO) is implemented in its true spirit. The informed sources said that this will help in solving the transport department problems. As presently, the transport departments of the city government are headed by different EDOs while as defined in SLGO all these departments are suppose to work under the EDO transport and communication.


The sources said that charged parking as per SLGO also falls under the transport and communication department but currently, it is working under the finance and planning department. As a result, the parking and the charged parking system is not working effectively. Since two different departments are working in this regard, therefore it has been decided that the charged parking deptt will also be brought under the transport and communication deptt.


Similarly, the Mass Transit cell which is headed by the Director General will also be given to the transport and communication department. It will then be headed by a district officer who will be accountable to the EDO transport and communication. The sources said that there are possibilities that the Director General Mass transit cell, Zaheer Ul Islam, being experienced will be posted as the District officer.

This decision will leave long lasting effects in improving the traffic of the city. While the mega projects of the city related to transport has been pending for a long time and it may get completed after this change.

(The News-2, 21/03/2007)

Five more signal-free corridors: city Nazim

KARACHl : City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced that another five signal-free corridors will be constructed in the city while on the other corridor from Nagan Chowrangi to Shahra-e-Faisal, four bridges will be constructed in the current financial year.


International firms will be invited to participate in the development works of Karachi, and they will be completed within the shortest possible and of international quality.

He said this while talking to a delegation of a construction company of Australia, Meinhardt International group .

The said company has an experience of constructing multi-storeyed plazas all over the world. The company is also working in connection with building structural environment and have substantial investment in various parts of the world in this regard.


Mustafa, talking to the delegation said that development works in Karachi had been expedited, especially on the infrastructure side and during the last year-and-a-half projects to rectify water and sewerage lines were started worth Rs15 billion and work was carried out round the clock.

He said during the last year-and-a-half direct investment worth $1.2 billion poured into the city and due to government encouraging investment policies more and more investment in the city was pouring in.


Mustafa said during the last one year investment climate in Karachi has completely changed so construction companies from all over the world were showing keen interest in making investment in Karachi.He said companies that did not showed work satisfactory were black listed and now those companies would survive in Karachi who would deliver quality of work.

(The News-3, 21/03/2007)

Downtown witnesses hours of traffic mess
KARACHI, March 21: Some of the worst traffic jams were witnessed on various roads downtown on Wednesday evening when traffic police started closing certain arteries to ensure safe movement of Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz’s motorcade while a political rally, organised by PPP, was in progress.

The traffic police enforced blockade of several roads in line with the overall security arrangements along the route of the PM’s motorcade from Sharea Faisal to the Governor’s House. Access to the main road from all fuelling stations along Sharea Faisal was also restricted by the law-enforcement agencies.


A section of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road between PIDC and Shaheen Complex intersections was closed to traffic for a brief period and traffic was diverted to Aiwan-i-Sadr Road as M. R. Kyani Road was already blocked by a PPP rally being staged in front of the Supreme Court Registry.


A section of Regal Road was closed to facilitate the rally’s march which affected traffic flow on Zaibunnisa Street, Sarwar Shaheed Road, Din Mohammad Wafai Road and many other link roads for a couple of hours in the evening. Meanwhile, commuters and pedestrians continued to face inconvenience due to the closure of another section of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road on account of the ongoing work to replace a sewerage line.


Closure of one track between S.M. Law College and Shaheen Complex intersection has aggravated the situation where people were already facing great hardship owing to the partial closure of Burns Garden Road

(Dawn-17, 22/03/2007)

Two students hurt as car falls into dug-up road
KARACHI, March 21: Two college students suffered injuries when their car skidded into a dug up drain in Gulshan-i-Iqbal on Wednesday morning. Their colleagues then came out on the streets to protest against the hazard.

The students, Jauhar Shah and Altaf Shah, were injured when they tried to park their car along the road, which was dug up. The car skidded into a 10-foot drain filled with sewage along the boundary wall of the Ghazi Foundation College near Moti Mahal. Both students were rescued and taken to a private hospital.

When news of the incident spread in the college, the students staged a protest against the town administration. They accused it of delaying the drain’s repair. The students said the drain had caused similar incidents in the past. The angry students raised slogans against the town administration and did not allow a crane to extricate the vehicle from the drain unless the town administration gave a deadline when it would be repaired.


An official of the college, Kaleem Awan, said there were more than 1,200 students enrolled in the institution in two shifts. He said the college had written to the authorities several times, requesting its immediate repair.

He said the road along the college wall and adjacent houses was dug up almost a year ago as the underground drainage line had choked. The workers cleared the choked lines and left the dug up road, which has become a constant threat to people using the road.

The college administrator talked to the town administration, which assured that it would take immediate measures to repair the drain. The students then calmed down test and returned to their classes.


Naib Town Nazim Shoaib Akhtar, who is in charge during the nazim’s absence, when asked said: “The road might have caved but we will soon repair it.” However, he did not say when the repair will be completed.

(By Arman Sabir, Dawn-17, 22/03/2007)

Chundrigar Road work after April 1

KARACHI: The beautification work at the most important road of Karachi, I I Chundrigar is to start just after Rabil-ul-Awwal 12. The DIG Traffic has also assured to give a traffic diversion plan in this regard.


Informed sources told The News that a religious party has requested the government and the traffic police to keep the roads clear and open for this religious occasion. They don’t want to have any kind of hindrance in their celebrations. The traffic police, State Bank steering committee and the CDGK have agreed to this proposal but are firm that work will for sure commence on April 1.


The DIG traffic busy in VVIP movements and chalking out plan for 12th Rabi-ul-awwal assured that now there would be no delay by all means. Sources told The News that the State Bank Governor is also concerned over the delay of the project and is persuading all the authorities to expedite the work. Traffic police has kept a condition that the beautification project can only start when the sewerage lines being laid down on the Ziauddin Ahmed Road is completed.


Sources said that plans are underway to take business community into confidence and explain the causes for the delay in of the project. On a question as to what kind of beautification will be done on this road, there was no satisfactory reply and was told that said let the work start once.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-2, 22/03/2007)

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai Road in shambles
KARACHI, March 22: Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai Road is inundated with sewage due to choked sewerage lines in the area creating problems for motorists, pedestrians and the business community.

During a visit to the area it was observed that the entire sewerage line from Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai Hall to Aga Khan School Kharadhar was choked. Almost all the manholes in the area are without lids and people themselves have placed wooden planks on the holes, which, too, are posing a threat to the lives of people.

The sewerage water has badly damaged the road, which is in ruins, with deep ditches and potholes full of drain water resembling ponds. Some shopkeepers have filled the front sides of their shops to divert the flow of water, which has further damaged the road, as the sewage can now easily enter the streets of residential flats.


It was observed that footpaths have also been occupied by shopkeepers, vendors and hoteliers and pedestrians, especially schoolchildren and women, faced great difficulties while navigating the road. The sewerage line is blocked up to Tower, and can easily be observed near Bilquis Edhi Centre.


The area people said that they had been facing these problems for the last six years and despite their repeated requests to the authorities concerned, no attention was paid to the dilapidated road and collapsed sewerage system.


People also complained of water shortage in the localities along D. D. Chaudhry Road, saying that they had been struggling for the supply of water since 2002, but could not succeed as yet.

When contacted, area councillor Mohammad Yousuf Tola said that he had approached all officials concerned, from UC 4 to the City Nazim, and submitted applications, but to no avail.

He said that due to the dilapidated condition of the road, traffic jams were a regular feature on the only main artery leading to Keamari and Saddar, adding that during rains people could not come on to the road due to stagnant drain water.

He demanded the City Nazim take personal interest and visit the area to solve its problems.

Nazim Lyari Town was not available for comments.

(Dawn-18, 23/03/2007)

Road in bad shape

WE, the members of the Mohallah Committee and residents of D.D. Chaudhary Road, Lyari, Karachi, would like to draw the attention of the civic agencies towards the deteriorating condition of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai Road for the past six years.

The condition of this main road is the worst as there are so many ditches and potholes on it that no motorist can pass through this road without experiencing hard-hitting jerks.


This road was also badly damaged during the last monsoon rains. People have to face traffic jams round-the-clock. Traffic is being run on one side of the road between Riaz Hotel and Shah Bhittai Hall near Kausar Masjid. Besides this, footpaths are also encroached upon by vendors, pan shops and auto-rickshaw workshops, causing immense problems for pedestrians.

The main nullah dug by the KWSB in 2001 between Lucky Arcade and Jan Bai Maternity Home had been left unattended till date. It appears that the authorities concerned have forgotten this job after its digging.


The sewerage system of the area has totally collapsed and filthy water is gushing out on the main road, producing a foul smell and becoming a breeding place for mosquitoes, flies and other insects causing miseries to the area residents. It is feared that epidemic and viral diseases may break out in the area.

The authorities should look into the matter.


MOHALLAH COMMITTEE, Lyari, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 24/03/2007)
Transporters block RCD, Northern Bypass in protest

KARACHI: The upcountry link with the metropolis remained suspended for several hours and caused a massive traffic jam as the RCD Highway and Northern Bypass were blocked by the representatives of the Sindh-Balochistan Bus and Coaches Owners’ Association.


They were protesting against the confiscation of their vehicle by the crime branch. The transporters along with their 500 intercity buses blocked the two highways on Friday from 9:00am to 5:00pm to register their protest against the raid in which one of their vehicles was impounded that the police suspect was carrying 800 smuggled litres of diesel.


All the vehicular traffic via Northern Bypass and RCD Highway towards Balochistan remained unmoved with the huge number of heavy vehicles parked bumper to bumper on both sides of the terminal and consequently the traffic jam was sighted up to Sher Shah, while a similar situation occurred at Hub also.


The president of the association Orangzeb Baloch accompanied with Akhtar Saeed and Iqbal Shazai started negotiations with the DIG Operations and CCPO. The TPO and IO of both Keamari and Baldia also reached the site and finally the traffic was restored.


When contacted Saeed, a representative of the said organisation said that it was the jurisdiction of the customs and not that of police to raid their bus terminal. He added that on their rout that stretches up to 700 kilometres from Gawadar and some 900 to 950 kilometres from Turbat, there was not even a single petrol pump en route therefore they compel to carry some 1,200 litters of diesel with them which has been allowed by the Coast Guards, Levies Forces and Frontier Forces.

“One bus has a capacity of 130 litres excluding other 30 litres that goes to the reserve tank and almost 121 kilometres of the total distance is a hilly route whereby one unit of the fuel cannot even take us to one kilometre,” he elaborated.

“We have to refill the diesel tank as many as four times during one trip,” he added. He told The News that on Friday morning at about 7:30am, a crime branch SI raided their terminus and tortured the driver.


Asked if the diesel was smuggled, he argued that in Gawadar there was no petrol pump and the available fuel was transported from Iran, so the transporters were compelled to use same.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-3, 24/03/2007)

CNG consumers’ woes

THE Consumer Protection Council has failed to take any action against the continuous rise in the compressed natural gas (CNG) price in the country, as members of the CNG Dealers Association and the petrol pump dealers are bent upon fleecing CNG consumers with both hands.


On March 14 the CNG Dealers Association distributed a circular to all petrol pumps mentioning that CNG price had been raised by 50 paisa per kilogram effective March 14. Since that date CNG is now been sold to consumers at petrol pumps at the rate of Rs33.50 per kilogram.


The CNG Dealers Association’s circular, being displayed at all petrol pumps, mentions two main reasons for increase in the CNG price: (1) increase in the electricity tariff and (2) increase in the miscellaneous expenses.

In less than three years, i.e., from November 2004 up to March 2007, the CNG Dealers Association increased the CNG price by Rs7.50 per kilogram, the details of which are as follows:


The CNG price was Rs26 per kilogram in November 2004. In 2005, it was raised by Rs3 per kilogram to Rs29. At the beginning of 2006, the price was further raised by Rs1.25 to Rs30.25. After the budget announcement the price further went up by Rs2.75 to cost Rs33 per kilogram. After the increase of 50 paisa per kilogram on March 14, CNG now costs Rs33.50 a kilo.

In view of the coming budget, it is feared the CNG price will further go up, putting the consumers under greater stress.


SYED A. MATEEN

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 25/03/2007)
Illegal number plates can entail severe penalty

KARACHI: “When we register any vehicle, all the formalities are met and then we issue proper number plates,” said an official from the Excise and Taxation Department (ETD), Government of Sindh, on condition of anonymity. He adds, “Previously we were not able to give number plates immediately so we would ask the clients to come after 15 days or a month at the most for their number plates but now we issue it the same day after the process of registration is completed.”


The official further said that there is a process of registration after which a number plate is given and despite the fact that number plates are being given at the moment, people prefer fancy number plates that can be obtained easily from the market. 

He told The News that plying unregistered vehicles or those with AFR2006/2007 number plates is illegal. “All number plates not issued by us,” he said. “Even the fancy number plates are also illegal since the city government banned them some six to eight months ago,” he added.


One can see a large number of vehicles on the city roads that are in violation of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO), 1965, and illegal number plates are found in large numbers. 


Currently vehicles without a number plate, those bearing AFR number plates or fancy ones and those with private numbers on green plates in an addition to other improper number plates which are plying almost every thoroughfare of this megapolis. 


These illegal number plates are in violation of the provisions of Motor Vehicle Ordinance and Rules, and are not only punishable with fine, but can also lead to cancellation of the registration and confiscation of vehicles.

“Green number plates represent the government Those with a private number on green are illegal. 


In fact number plates which are not prescribed by the ETD are illegal,” he said, adding, “These illegal number plates are in violation of Section 23 of the MVO,”


When asked what steps the ETD had taken to control this particular offence, he replied, “The MVO has specified everyone’s role regarding traffic violations, and on the road violations are the concerns of traffic police not ours. We only check for those who don’t pay motor vehicle tax.”


Speaking about personalized fancy number plates he said that they used to give personalised name plates against Rs25000 but now this thing is no more in practice.

“City government closed it 6 to 8 months ago, those who purchased these personalized number plates were informed through notices and advertisements in newspapers,” he continued. “We did it on the condition that Rs10, 000 per year would be deducted from the total payment and the rest would be refunded,” he elaborated.


These illegal number plates are being sold near Civic Centre for quite a long time now and average up to 50 number plates a day, when asked if it can be stopped, the DIG traffic said, “On the instructions of Sindh Government the area police can take action against them.” 


The DIG further told that people use their influence on traffic constables to do away with traffic violations and therefore he has directed the DSPs to personally check for vehicles with illegal number plates.


During their ongoing drive that started on February 2, the police have issued 2012 challans and detained 1061 vehicles while charged Rs201,200 as fine up to March 18 nevertheless these vehicles are found in good numbers indicating that much more is required to resist them from this offence. 

It may worth mentioning here that on March 11 Provincial Minister for Excise and Taxation, Shabbir Ahmed Qaimkhani, warned the owners of vehicles carrying fancy number plates and with AFR 2006/2007 registration, to obtain proper registration numbers from the department during the next 15 days. 


Earlier this year Sindh Advisor for Home, Wasim Akhtar also instructed traffic police to take strict action against such vehicles that could cause problems for law and order situation. 

It is pleasant to hear that Home Department, Excise and Taxation Department and Traffic Police all are showing their concerns over these illegal number plates but the efforts made in this regard still seem insufficient due to the fact that a huge number of vehicles are fearlessly plying on the city roads.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-4, 25/03/2007)

Parking facility need of the hour: City Nazim

KARACHI: The city government is willing to extend maximum cooperation towards the national and international investors for investing in Karachi under joint venture and BOT basis, said City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. He spoke at a meeting with the Chairman Employees Old-Age Benefit Institution (EOBI), Brigadier (retd) Akhter Zamin on Saturday. He said that the city government will encourage profitable commercial buildings as well as the construction of underground parking facilities. Kamal said that their department is willing to construct basement parking facility at Nursery. He instructed the concerned officials to make necessary arrangements in order to provide maximum facilities to the citizens. Furthermore, the city government is considering building a parking plaza in the Lines Area, Saddar to resolve the parking problem here.

(The News-4, 25/03/2007)

Three pedestrian bridges on Chundrigar Road soon

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed the concerned department to construct three steel pedestrian bridges along with the beautification of I.I. Chundrigar Road where work is slated to continue for more than six months. 


He was talking to the newsmen at the Civic Centre on Saturday. The newly designed bridges will be of the newest designs, and now that the contract of these bridges has been awarded to Pakistan Steel its construction cost has gone down. Earlier, when the contract was given to foreign companies, they had set an exorbitant construction amount. Replying to a question he said that the Pakistan Steel has all the production accessories for the construction of these bridges which has helped not only save time but cost as well.


These bridges will facilitate citizens during the period of the beautification of Chundrigar. The bridges will be built opposite Habib Bank Plaza, Talpur road and near the Jang offices. It has also been decided that no advertisements will be placed at these bridges. Kamal informed newsmen that the city government is busy constructing various pedestrian bridges, particularly, on Sharae Faisal, Liaquatabad town and other important roads of the city.

(The News-4, 25/03/2007)

To elevate or not to elevate

For the past one year the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK) has been talking about a massive road-building project which it claims is essential to the development of the city of Karachi. The proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway will start at the foot of Jinnah Bridge at the Karachi Port and will snake along over M T Khan Road, Club Road and Sharea Faisal to Quaidabad in Malir. The project is currently estimated at a whopping Rs21 billion (US$350 million) -- far more than the cost of the recently inaugurated Phase I of the deep-water port at Gwadar. The expressway will have two lanes of traffic travelling in either direction and will have exit points with toll plazas at Jinnah Bridge, FTC intersection, Karsaz intersection, Rashid Minhas intersection, Jinnah Airport intersection and Quaidabad.


From the outset of this project, several members of the architectural and engineering communities, notably the Institute of Architects, Pakistan and numerous NGOs, have raised concerns about the conceptual flaws and the environmental cost of this project. They have appealed to the CDGK to consider alternative routes for this traffic artery. However, the CDGK has resolutely pushed on, disregarding all comments and criticisms. 


Last month, as required by the Pakistan Environment Protection Act, the CDGK submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report outlining the possible environmental implications of this project and the efforts required to mitigate or avoid them. The report also spends a great deal of its bulk trying to justify the project and in describing its salient features.


The EIA report takes pains to prove that Sharea Faisal is a 'strategic corridor' for traffic in Karachi and enhancing its capacity is essential for the growth and development of the city. They claim that the elevated expressway built over M T Khan Road and Sharea Faisal is the best solution to this enhancement. It concludes "that the main benefit of the project will be the long awaited recognition of the status of the strategic corridor: Jinnah Bridge–Sharea Faisal–Jinnah Terminal–Quaidabad as the main corridor for the movement of vehicular traffic from Karachi Port to Port Qasim." A very limited exercise in seeking alternative routes is outlined in the report and includes an at-grade option, an underground option and an option that follows the Pakistan Railway reserve for part of the route.


From the CDGK's statements for the design and feasibility of this project, it is not clear what the primary function of this expressway is. Will it provide additional roadway for the commuter traffic on Sharea Faisal? Will it be a freight corridor for container trucks and other heavy vehicles travelling between Karachi Port and National Highway? Or will it be a VVIP corridor to allow our rulers to zip along overhead while the rest of us lesser mortals scurry along in the shadows below?


It appears to be a little bit of all of the above, but it is important to first understand the ground realities on Sharea Faisal. The traffic congestion on this artery is principally caused by the high volume of commuter traffic, cars and buses, which use it for travel to and from work and school and for local travel between intermediate points along the roadway. There is very little traffic that travels end to end from Karachi Port to Port Qasim. The amount of freight traffic using this corridor is limited to those who can flout the ban on truck traffic on this corridor. In the event of VVIP movement, traffic in this corridor is severely hampered because there is no alternative route available to which to divert traffic.


If the proposed elevated expressway is intended for the rapidly growing volume of car and bus traffic heading into Karachi's central business district, then why is there not a single exit that serves the Saddar area? There is no exit between FTC and Jinnah Bridge. Any vehicle wishing to go to Saddar would have to exit at FTC and participate in the spectacular traffic jams often witnessed at the Regent Plaza intersection. 


The other option would be to continue to Jinnah Bridge and double back on I I Chundrigar Road. It is not possible to enter or exit the expressway without travelling at-grade for some distance on the M.T. Khan Road–Sharea Faisal corridor. In addition, the traffic-bearing capacity of the corridor will indeed be doubled by the construction of the elevated expressway but none of the roads that lead up to and away from the corridor are being similarly upgraded. This will result in traffic jams at entry and exit points -- a fear that is even voiced in the EIA report.


The only reason to connect Karachi Port with Port Qasim and the National Highway would be to provide a route for truck traffic leaving eastward out of the city. The goal would be to divert truck traffic from the current route down Sunset Boulevard. It is hard to understand how moving heavy truck traffic further into the heart of the city and through high-rise commercial district is better than its current route through a residential neighbourhood. The Sharea Faisal corridor has recently been re-zoned for high-rise commercial development. In the next few years, it is expected that there will be a number of new tall buildings along this corridor. 


It may indeed become the commercial spine of the city. Constructing an elevated toll road for heavy container traffic through this area -- an area never designed to handle expressway traffic -- defies every tenet of sound city planning and urban design.


Nowhere in the EIA report is there any mention of the expected reduction in traffic on Sharea Faisal by the construction of the Lyari Expressway. It is quite likely that a large number of commuters from the northern areas of the city who currently use Sharea Faisal will opt for the closer Lyari Expressway. The Institute of Architects, Pakistan, has proposed to the CDGK that the traffic load on the Sharea Faisal corridor be reduced by constructing an at-grade expressway from Quaidabad along the Malir River bed for commuter traffic and by further developing the already under-construction road through the Korangi Industrial Area as a truck route to National Highway. Lateral roads would need to be built across the Malir River between Sharea Faisal and these two expressways. 


Both routes would merge at Hino Chowk and continue south through the DHA's Phase VIII and then along the Clifton seafront to Keamari. The route along the seafront could be constructed under ground to preserve the connection of the city to the sea and safeguard pedestrian access to the beach. The choice to run the route through the DHA's Phase VIII is based on the fact that the area is still largely undeveloped and can tolerate highway construction. It also addresses the fact that the current traffic load entering the DHA has already exceeded the capacity of all its major roads and will need to be serviced by a major traffic artery once Phase VIII is fully developed, especially with all the high-rise developments under construction.


Unfortunately, the CDGK seems reluctant to work with the DHA or any other of the many civic administrations running Karachi. The inability of the dozen or so agencies that divide the city into semi-autonomous entities to work together to achieve something for the benefit of the whole city would appear to be the principal problem of this project. It is high time that these 'duchies' were abolished and metropolitan problems are addressed at the metropolitan level.

(By Arif Belgaumi, The News-6, 25/03/2007)

Chundrigar Road being reconstructed
KARACHI, March 25: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has said that I.I. Chundrigar Road will be constructed in two phases keeping in view its importance and possible difficulties to citizens. He said this while visiting one of the city’s most important arteries on Sunday to review ongoing renovation and beautification work. He directed the officials concerned to install traffic signs and boards of alternate routes for the guidance of commuters.

He maintained that he would not tolerate any delay in the construction work of I.I. Chundrigar Road, as all major financial institutions, including leading banks, are situated on this road. Therefore, work should be completed in minimum possible time. He said that after completion I.I. Chundrigar Road would become a model road for the entire country.


Meanwhile, the nazim also issued directives to redesign two roundabouts situated on 5,000 Road in North Karachi, so that they could be reduced to allow the smooth flow of traffic on the main road.

(Dawn-13, 26/03/2007)

Dumper kills motorcyclist

KARACHI, March 25: A young man was killed when his motorcycle was hit head-on by a dumper-loader in New Karachi on Sunday.

According to police, Mohammad Asif, 30, a resident of Pak Colony, was on his way on a motorcycle (KCI-8110) when a dumper suddenly came in front near the Dau-Minute Chowrangi, New Karachi.

He suffered serious head injuries and died on the spot.

(Dawn-13, 26/03/2007)

Intercity buses used as roadblock


KARACHI: The use of intercity transport buses to block roads during the Dawat-e-Islami rally irked commuters along the main traffic arteries of the city including MA Jinnah Road.


Karachi Transport Ittehad President Irshad Bukhari told Daily Times that he has also come to know of the roadblocks but denied that the KTI had anything to do with the situation.

He said that the Dawat-e-Islami always hire buses and adequately compensate the drivers. “We have no issue with them as far as compensation is concerned,” he said.


KTI Vice President Haji Mohammad Tawab said that the KTI has asked political parties to keep from blocking roads as it causes problems for commuters and transporters alike besides the fact that it also incurs financial losses.

(By Manzoor Ali Shah, Daily Times-B1, 26/03/2007)

LPG becomes cheaper

Consumers paying more for CNG
KARACHI, March 26: The price of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) has fallen by Rs3 per kg to Rs47 from Rs50 per kg. On the other hand, consumers are paying 50 paisa per kg more to fill their CNG cylinders.

The market players attributed fall in LPG price to intense competition among marketing companies coupled with oversupply situation caused by frequent arrival of imported gas.


The decline in LPG price is a surprising move despite the fact that the market is facing shortage of 450 tons per day from Pak Arab Refinery Limited (Parco) which is shutdown for annual maintenance from March 13 to April 12. LPG local production stands at 1,600 tons per day.


Market sources said that the frequent arrival of imported LPG had nullified the impact of short supply. Hence, the market players had been engaged in stiff competition to sell out their stocks amid falling demand following change in weather.


LPG Welfare and Distributors Association chairman Hadi Khan told Dawn that around 37,000 tons of LPG had been imported during calendar year 2006. Imports in January 2007 stood at 3,567 tons followed by 5,300 tons in February and 2,200 tons by March 26.

He said marketing companies had slashed the 11.8-kg cylinder rate to Rs500-510 from Rs530-535. However, there was still a difference of Rs7,000-8,000 per ton between imported and locally produced gas and the government can narrow down this gap by removing the sales tax and withholding tax on its imports, he added.


Chairman Pakistan CNG Dealers Association Abdul Sami Khan said that majority of the pumps were now charging Rs33.50 per kg from the customers as compared to Rs33 per kg last week.

He said that the price hike had been made since the KESC had changed the category in terms of tariff rates. Besides, there was some other expenditure that forced the CNG dealers to jack up price.


Sami said that that the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) had so far not objected on the increase in prices as the authority did not fix the CNG rates. He said that the government had cut the gas rates for both industrial and domestic consumers last month excluding the CNG sector.


However, CNG Station Owners Association (CNGSOA) chairman Malik Khuda Bux while opposing the rise in price said that his members had not increased rates yet. “We will wait for the Ogra’s clearance as the association does not want to shake up its understanding with the authority”.

He said if the market players would start taking the decision on their own then the government would definitely start regulating the CNG prices.

Around 1,231 CNG stations exist in the country while 1,300 stations are in the pipeline. Total investment in the CNG sector stands at Rs40 billion while 1.2 million cars now run on CNG all over the country.

(By Aamir Shafaat Khan, Dawn-9, 27/03/2007)

Free check-up of vehicles offered

KARACHI, March 26: The Sindh Environment and Alternate Energy Department on Monday started free check-ups of smoke-emitting vehicles in the metropolis. More than 150 vehicles were checked through smoke analysing instruments on a voluntarily basis on the first day of the campaign.


Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternate Energy Dr Saghir Ahmed said the government not only was taking revolutionary steps for the eradication of air pollution but also providing fitness check-up facilities to people on a voluntarily basis to promote awareness among them about harms of traffic smoke.

He observed that vehicles’ smoke made the air polluted, which generated diseases like asthma, bronchitis, heart and lungs' disorders and skin problems.


Vehicles discharge carbon mono-oxide with engine smoke that gets mixed with blood and absorbs oxygen, which harms efficiency to inhale oxygen.

This causes suffocation, headache, mental weakness, faintness and even leads to death, he added.


Dr Saghir said patrol or diesel used in vehicles as fuel generated gas. This gas had hundreds of thousands of carbons in it including carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphur oxide, particles of carbon and lead.


More than 30 per cent vehicles plying on roads discharge extra smoke due to old engines and lack of their overhauling.

Therefore, the minister said, people should get their vehicles overhauled after a prescribed time and stop using adulterated fuels. He said public cooperation was a must in efforts to strop growing air pollution.

(Dawn-18, 27/03/2007)

250 CNG buses by next month: Kamal

Karachi: As many as 250 buses will start plying on city roads by next month as the federal government has approved the PC-I submitted by the city government for provision of a subsidy on purchase of large-capacity CNG buses.

This was stated by City Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal while speaking at a high-level meeting presided over by Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad at the Governor’s House on Monday.


The meeting was told that the federal government was providing Rs 5 billion in terms of subsidy to Karachi for import of environment friendly CNG buses and from now onwards, transporters and investors would be encouraged to import large-capacity CNG buses.


Participants of the meeting were informed that in order to cater to the city’s public transport requirements, there was a need for around 20,000 CNG buses and in this regard, the federal government was extending every possible support and cooperation.


Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad directed the authorities concerned to devise a proper system to ensure fitness monitoring of the CNG cylinders and CNG kits being installed into the private vehicles. He made it clear that under the CNG rules, inspection of CNG installations was mandatory after every five years.


The governor also stressed on provision of proper training to drivers of public and private vehicles and directed the authorities to make driving schools functional in the city. Expressing concerns over irregularities in registration of vehicles, he said registration of vehicles should be carried out in accordance with their original specifications.

He said that strengthening of roads and all other related infrastructure including fitness monitoring system was highly important to bring CNG buses on roads in the city. The meeting was informed that Afzal Motors, a private company was establishing one more driving training school in the city. Principle Secretary to Sindh Governor Muhammad Saleem Khan, Additional Secretaries Ghulam Sarwar Khero, Mazar Muhammad Mahar and others also attended the meeting.

(The News-2, 27/03/2007)

Transporters to get Rs 5b for 20,000 new CNG buses

KARACHI: The federal government will provide a subsidy of Rs 5 billion to Karachi’s transporters for the procurement of new CNG buses, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan was told Monday during a meeting held at the Governor House.

The federal government had approved a PC-I for CNG buses in Karachi for the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and 250 new CNG buses would be introduced in the city next month, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal told members of the meeting. 


Participants at the meeting concluded that in order to cater to the needs of the millions of commuters in Karachi, the city needed at least 20,000 new wide-bodied buses. It was agreed upon that according to CNG rules, an assessment of CNG fittings after every five years should be made mandatory and officials were asked to activate and accelerate outsourcing of vehicle fitness. It was stressed that registration of vehicles be done according to their original specifications and the vehicle registration system should be devolved. The participants also stressed the need to provide the necessary infrastructure for running new CNG buses in Karachi, especially arrangements for their checking and the provision of CNG filling stations. 

The governor advised that driving schools be reactivated so that better training could be provided to the drivers, in response to which, he was told that Afzal Motors was setting up a driving training school in the city.

Additional Chief Secretaries Ghulam Sarwar Khero, Nazar Muhammad Mahar and other senior officials were present. 

(Daily Times-B1, 27/03/2007)

Feasibility of fencing sent to PR HQ

KARACHI, March 27: The Pakistan Railway’s Karachi Division has sent a feasibility report to the PR headquarters in Lahore about fencing the railway tracks from the Cantonment station to Landhi.


Sources told PPI that paperwork for fencing of this portion of railway line had already been completed and a feasibility report sent to the PR headquarters, Lahore. According to initial assessment, the project will cost Rs18 million.

The sources said the Karachi railway police had failed in strictly implementing the Pakistan Railway Laws to stop people crossing over railway tracks.


Due to lack of proper fences along the tracks people living on both sides of the tracks, running through the heart of city, freely cross them, risking their lives.


According to PR police statistics, at least 113 people were killed under the wheels of trains while crossing tracks in various parts of city in the last two years.


Sixty-five people were killed in such incidents during 2005 and 48 last year in the jurisdictions of the four railway police stations — Cantt, City, Drigh Road and Landhi.


In 2005, PR’s Drigh police station recorded 36 fatalities, Landhi, 23; Cantt, four; and the City station two.


PR police station Drigh Road recorded 31 fatalities, Cantt nine, Landhi six, and City recorded two fatalities in the year 2006.


However, the sources said the actual number of fatalities was above 150 and added that a number of such causalities even go unreported.
“Crossing the rail track is a crime and a person found guilty of it might be fined Rs2,000 or given six-month imprisonment, or both, for the violation of the PR Law 122,” said an official.


The matter of graver concern is that despite this high rate of casualties on the tracks, people continue to violate the Rule 122 of the Pakistan Railway Act.


The lack of proper protective fences, safe gated rail crossings and overhead pedestrian bridges are the main reason for this high number of accidents. Moreover, citizens themselves also show a carefree and dangerous attitude to crossing rail tracks ignoring the possible consequences. The apathy of the railway authorities concerned towards implementing the PR rules and laws and taking concrete measures to check the violation is aggravating this sensitive matter.


The section between Malir Halt and Drigh Road railway stations is notorious for deaths on tracks, as the tracks run here through thickly populated areas. This area has only three overhead pedestrian bridges — at Drigh Road, Drigh Colony and Malir Halt — while hundreds of thousands of people freely cross the rail tracks on this busy and dangerous section. As many as 271 track deaths were reported by Drigh Road police station from year 2000 to March 13, 2007.


Federal Minister for Railways Shaikh Rashid Ahmed during his last visit to Karachi had announced that a fence along the rail tracks from the City Station to Landhi would built to check track deaths, but due to the traditional slowness of our bureaucracy physical work on this important project is yet to begin.

(Dawn-19, 28/03/2007)

National Highway blocked in protest

KARACHI: Power outages continued in the city due to which the city faced hours-long traffic mess on the main National Highway, as the residence of Bin Qasim Town came on roads and blocked the vehicular traffic. They were protesting over continued power outages and shortage of water in their locality. 


The police said that the protestors blocked the traffic when they came on roads in protest causing a great deal of hardship to the commuters. Side-roads and streets were also choked up due to the traffic mess, while many ambulances were also seen stuck in the traffic chaos. 


The senior officer of Bin Qasim Town interfered into the matter and after holding talks with the protesting residents cleared the way for vehicles. When the KESC authorities were contacted they refused to give any sufficient answer regarding the matter.

(The News-4, 28/03/2007)

Musharraf launches Rs 16 billion Leh Expressway Project


RAWALPINDI: President General Pervez Musharraf on Tuesday launched Rs 16 billion Leh Expressway project and announced Rs 5 billion for the repair and maintenance of roads and improvement of sewerage system and water supply in the Rawalpindi city.


He was addressing his first public gathering in Liaquat Bagh.


The president also announced Rs 5 million funds for every union council of the Rawalpindi district and provision of gas facility to the villages near the areas where natural gas had been discovered. During the same gathering, the president directed the authorities to prepare the feasibility report of Rs 3 billion Murree Road flyover project. 


President Musharraf announced that the Leh Expressway would be named as Sheikh Rashid Ahmad Expressway after the present railways minister who belongs to the Rawalpindi city. According to him, the Expressway will be completed in the next two years. The president said the construction of the Expressway would not only prevent the heavy destruction by floods during rainy season but would also ease traffic load on Murree Road.


He said the expansion of Airport Road was under way and it would be completed at the cost of Rs 1.25 billion. The president also announced the ground breaking of Islamabad’s new airport would be performed in the next few days. He directed the authorities to undertake Rawalpindi bypass project, linking Rawat to Fatheh Jang.


He said the government was focusing on the development of Rawalpindi and adjoining areas. He said Murree and New Murree had been supplied sui gas, adding a project to supply water to Murree from Jhelum river to Murree is under consideration.


President Musharraf alleged that billion of rupees were misappropriated during the construction of M2 road, linking Islamabad to Lahore, during the Nawaz Sharif government. He said watercourses were being brick-lined across the country at the cost of Rs 66 billion. He said large dams were being built to boost the agriculture sector. He informed the gathering that Kalabagh Dam would be built at any cost. But he would not say anything about the start of its construction.


He said the government had launched many schemes to provide honourable livelihood to citizens especially the youth and women. He said the National Bank was offering soft loans, ranging from Rs. 15,000 to 100,000, to the jobless youth under the Rosgar Pakistan Scheme. On the occasion, Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmad appreciated the launch of the Leh Expressway, which, according to him, will assuage the misery of the people, living on the bank of Leh Nullah. During the speech, he criticised the hypocrisy of the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal. He said, “The MMA pledged its MNAs would quit the National Assembly if the parliament approved the Women Protection Bill. But later, it went back on the promise. The MMA is a pack of hypocrites. They (MMA) want to stay in power and they are ready to go to any extent for this.”

(By Irfan Ghauri, Daily Times-A3, 28/03/2007)

New roads needed

HAS anyone in the Karachi city government thought of running a road parallel to I.I. Chundrigar Road? This old road, no matter how well it is carpeted and maintained, will just not serve the purpose. A road running along the railway track from the PIDC Bridge to the end of I.I Chundrigar will serve the purpose well enough.


With the city station not functioning any more, the cargo traffic can be controlled by fewer tracks and the wide open space on either side of the track can be used for an elevated expressway, or for that matter a road.


This will not only shorten the distance between the city centre and the business and financial centre but will solve the traffic snarls and mess along the road. With new construction coming up in railway land like Inshaa Towers (Karachi financial towers), the situation will worsen in the coming years if we keep on relying on the four tracks of I.I Chundrigar Road.  

NAZIR SIDDIQUI

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 30/03/2007)
Baffled by Leh express

AS a layman I am baffled by the idea of Leh Express, a two lane-carriage way on either side of the nullah meandering through Rawalpindi. The nullah, as history tells us, becomes violent during the rainy season.

Very often it swells and inundates the low-lying areas, invariably causing immense loss of life and material. Sometimes, as in 2001, it becomes very violent and assumes the form of a mini-deluge, wreaking unimaginable death and destruction on the hapless people.
To construct a modern two-lane road on each bank would be a momentous proposition. However it is not clear whether the width of the nullah would be curtailed and land reclaimed for the road, or whether construction on the banks (whether encroached or otherwise) would be removed to make room for the road.


With its present width, the Leh absorbs the gushing waters most of the time and it brings devastation only sometimes, as mercifully we have not seen it overflow since 2001. However, if the width is curtailed for the roads, it is most likely that the nullah would spill over whenever there are more than normal rains. This would expose the residents of localities around to a constant danger with the sword of Damocles hanging constantly over their heads. Thus the proposition does not deserve consideration.


We are then left with the other option: to remove encroachments on the banks. If the constructions are to be removed this may be easily digested by the encroachers but others with genuine possession of land must be duly and sufficiently compensated. One more thing, the nullah must be dredged and deepened every year to make the flow of water smooth and unhindered.

JAHANZEB, Rawalpindi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 31/03/2007)
Rigmarole at Metropole 

Constant traffic glut has commuters asking for a change

KARACHI: Contrary to customary traffic-related situations, commuters are faced with difficulties once the signal at the Metropole intersection turns green. Every time this signal, one of the most important ones in the city centre, turns green, traffic coming from two opposite directions is allowed to move simultaneously.


The traffic coming from Sharea Faisal, turning towards Abdullah Haroon Road (AHR), takes a right at the Metropole signal and merges with traffic headed in the same direction coming from the Club Road. Since traffic from both sides is allowed to move at the same time, it usually results in a clash. 

The problem is worsened once the two sources of traffic have moved on to AHR from Club Road and Sharea Faisal. Vehicles are immediately faced with two choices: To continue on AHR, towards the governor house, or to take a right turn, back towards Sharea Faisal, around Metropole Hotel. 


As soon as the vehicles start to move, they are once again required to stop, or reduce their speed, in an attempt to manoeuvre their way through vehicles coming from the opposite side. This causes a confusing glut of vehicles heading trying to get to their desired destination. 

Not only does this situation irk commuters, but can also result in accidents, which is why the traffic police of the area, and concerned authorities, needs to look into this matter.
“Everyday I have to face this situation while driving to work. Every time I cross this signal, I worry that my car may get hit by one coming from the opposite direction,” complained Tazzum Ali Rathore, a banker, whose office is at I.I.Chundrigar Road, which means he utilises the signal every day. 


Upon inquiry, the PIDC Section Officer, Mohammad Yousuf Ali, said that it is not possible to allow the traffic from both the sides to move one after another as the third batch of traffic on AHR ñ which comes from Clifton towards the Governor House — cannot be stopped for a long duration.

“AHR acquires great importance because of the frequent VIP movements on it,” he said. This is the major reason why the traffic from opposite directions is released at the same time. The section officer assumes that the situation can be improved if the traffic coming from Club Road is partially released with that coming from Clifton ñ that, too, only when the traffic constable on the site will be instructed to do so. “Traffic from Sharae Faisal will be facilitated this way,” he said.


Another factor that stops the traffic from advancing freely is that the motorbikes from an inside lane, which comes slightly further up, interrupt this flow in the attempt to advance towards Sharea Faisal by cutting across instead of going straight and taking a U-turn from Fawwara (Fountain) Chowk. 

Many commuters demand that traffic authorities look into the matter carefully, as it is a pivotal spot and very important in terms of traffic movements.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-2, 31/03/2007)

APRIL

Expressway: environmental hazards identified
KARACHI, April 2: The proposed construction and commissioning of a 25-kilometre elevated expressway over M.T. Khan Road and Sharea Faisal from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad Intersection by the city government may entail a host of socio-economic, environmental and vegetation-depletion problems.


According to a CDGK report submitted to the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa), the benefits offered by the rapid transit system, however, would outweigh the problems which are going to be of temporary nature or not so significant.


On the other hand, concerned citizens and professionals question the validity of the proposal, saying that the expressway along business strip Sharea Faisal, having a toll tax of Rs25 to Rs40 per trip for about 20 years, will prove beneficial either to the VIPs or the industrialists and warehouse affiliates moving to or from the Karachi Port Trust or the Port Qasim.

They say that much had been done to ease the operation of vehicular traffic in the shape of projects like Lyari Expressway and Northern Bypass and as such an economic and mass-friendly elevated corridor would be more suggestive along Mai-Kolachi, Khyaban-i-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard, Korangi Road.


The Sepa is all set to conduct a public hearing of environmental impact assessment pertaining to ‘Karachi Elevated Expressway’ (KEE) on April 3 at it’s headquarters in Korangi, near Chamra Chowrangi, at 10am.

The city government maintains that the project in question is first of its kind in the country and will bring a direct investment of $350 million to it. President Pervez Musharraf performed the ground-breaking of the project, planned to be constructed on annuity basis in three years, on February 9 at a ceremony held at the Sindh Governor’s House.
On its invitation the Sepa has received six to eight sets of comments from NGOs, individuals and utility organisations, which would be considered as part of the EIA proceedings, said a source in the environmental agency.


A summary of the project prepared on behalf of the city government said that the edge of the elevated carriageway would flank at just about the edge of the footpath at each section of the elevated corridor, while landscape would be undertaken at the narrow sections and sensitive areas.

The project at its sitting or initiation stage will have socioeconomic impact at few locations due to disruption of commercial activities. The site preparation activities will include excavation, pilling, earth and fill movement, concrete foundations and columns, transportation of construction machinery, accessories and associated equipment to the site, placement of aerial span structures, construction of elevated bridges and toll plazas, the report mentions.


However, as it was said further, such activities did not cause extensive soil erosion but some fugitive dust emissions which would be controlled through appropriate measures.


Operation of vehicular traffic on the elevated expressway will be under optimized conditions and it will be responsible for small volumes of gases, which will disperse at the heights of the expressway. The diesel and other petroleum products used for the operation of construction machinery and equipment will cause air pollution besides causing soil pollution through oil spill, but impact of those will be of minor significance and will also be controlled by good housekeeping practices.

While admitting that noise emissions from the operation on the KEE will be high in the microenvironments, it was said in the report that noise level would be contained by adopting adequate measures in the form of suitable landscaping with acoustic tiles at sensitive locations such as schools and hospitals would also be taken to minimize the impact.


The report confirms the vegetation depletion, reduction of sunlight, visual impact on historical buildings and cultural heritage, including the Quad-i-Azam House. The project also emphasizes for acquisition of land from Pearl Continental Hotel, Karachi Gymkhana, Metropole Hotel, Qasr-i-Naz and State Guest House, Regent Plaza, Sea Breeze Plaza, Navy Residential Area and Aisha Bawany School, FTC, area near HIR Interchange along CSD Shop from the Karsaz area, Central Store Depot near Drigh Road Station, and strip of land near Nargis Cinema for redefining of the ROW.
The dual two-lane KEE will ramp up and down between Quaidabad Interchange and the EPZ intersection on National Highway (N5). This as well as the other five entry and exist ramps will need land acquisitions as well, the report said.

In the meantime, an NGO Shehri, commented that the identities, qualifications and experiences of the technical consultants in the fields of transportation and traffic planning had not been mentioned in the report.


Air pollution will increase below the expressway deck and adversely affect the health of area residents and visitors, especially in sections where high-rise structures adjoin the KEE on both the sides; Shehri noted and said that noise pollution, especially at night, will affect the residents of buildings at the deck level of the expressway and would exceed internationally approved levels.


The four-lane KEE has no emergency lanes or shoulders for vehicles. The traffic diversion plan during the three years of construction is not clear, while Karachi will exist in madness during this time, especially during VVIP movement, the NGO further stated. It was also said that that the projected costs of project apparently did not include the acquisition payments for 15 acres of lands and as such there was a likelihood that the cost of the project would increase up to $500 million.
The Institute of Architects Pakistan is of the view that the KEE is a project conceived in isolation by the city government, devoid of any practical or technical justification.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 03/04/2007)

PR takeover of KCR raises questions

KARACHI: Pakistan Railways (PR) on Sunday, April 1, took charge of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) on the grounds that the contract company was running it in losses. However, the objection, based on which the action was taken, remains controversial. No satisfactory answer could be provided as to why the operational cost of KCR and the approved bid were not properly analysed when considering whether or not the awarded contract would be to the benefit of the Railways, or not. 
Commenting on the action, the Divisional Superintendent (DS) Railway, Karachi, told The News that the action was taken on the direction of headquarters. He further stated that they operate trains for the good of the public ñ even if the trains are empty they continue operating, and the government is responsible for the recovery of losses. “But, in case of KCR, the company responsible could not recover the losses,” the DS added.


The DS further said that they were asked to operate KCR on an experimental basis for a period of three months and prepare a summary of revenue and expenditures. Based on this summary, PR will decide whether or not to operate KCR under their supervision or hand it over to another private company.


When contacted, the Divisional Commercial Officer (DCO) Hassan Tahir Bokhari said, “Last year an agreement was signed between Project Director KCR and a private firm, Sea Gram, as the later gave the highest bid, valued at approximately Rs4.7 million per year, and hence were given the contract. PR was present there as a witness to the contract, but has no responsibility as such.” 


The DCO told The News that during the same year an audit para was formed, which, after inspection, submitted their report and objected to the operation of KCR by Sea Gram. “According to that report, the expenditures of the KCR exceeded the revenue and showed a deficit of nearly Rs25 million,” he elaborated, adding, “The agreement should have not been signed on this bid since it is causing loss.” He went on to say that, when the government gives a contract to any private firm, a bench mark is set, while in the case of KCR, the least expected bidding amount should have been Rs30 million per year.


When asked why this was not considered prior to the grant of the contract, he said that the project director of KCR should know better because the agreement was between Sea Gram and KCR. However, the project director refused to comment on the matter, saying that it was the concern of PR.


The question ‘who gave this contract to the now-defaulted company without considering that it would end in a failure on the given bid,’ was referred to head quarters by the DCO, but he agreed on the objection raised by the audit para and said, “They did not do the maintenance of the coaches, which has resulted in their poor condition. Besides, the contractor was earning a lot but he was giving only one third to PR while the rest he would keep for himself.

“We (PR) have completely taken over KCR now, and we’ll do its maintenance on our own. We will also recover the losses and generate the required revenue, since we are responsible for its management, maintenance, ticketing and everything from now on,” the DCO added.


The DCO further said that, as per agreement, the contractor was required to give Rs4.7million per year to PR, but, according to the audit report, the bench mark should have been Rs30 million, since the operational cost, which includes fuel expenditures, track expenditures, salaries of the staff, monthly maintenance of the coaches, is estimated to amount to about Rs30 million. Therefore, it was impossible for the contractor to run KCR without suffering losses.


Before it was given to Sea Gram in March 2006, the Mass Transit Cell of the city government was operating KCR. Ten trains were operating in KCR from Wazir Mansion to Landhi and Dhabejee. 

However, with effect from April 1, PR will run eight trains up to Malir and Landhi, while the DCO said they were working to run KCR from City Station since they don’t find many passengers from the Wazir Mansion stop.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-2, 03/04/2007)

Accidents claim three lives

KARACHI: Three people were killed in two different accidents during the last 48 hours. Jumma Deen, 40 and his son Zakir, 13 were killed, when a speeding truck ran over their motorcycle near Malir River at Korangi Industrial Area police limits on Sunday.

The area people caught the reckless the driver, Mohammad Nazar and handed him over to the police. In another incident, Umar Farooq, 43, was killed as his motorcycle KBS-2204 was struck by a truck JB-2501 near Banaras Chowk in Pirabad police jurisdiction.


Meanwhile, the body of Mohammad Farooq, 24, was found floating in the Hub River in Mochko police area. According to police sources he was drowned while fishing in the river.Another body of an unidentified, 17-year-old drug addict was found in Mithadar police jurisdiction.


INJURED: Two police cops were injured in an encounter with drug pushers in the Shah Latif Town police limits. 


FIRE: A huge fire broke out at a garment factory in the SITE area. The fire tenders moved to the spot and after three hours of efforts extinguished the fire. The reason behind the fire could not be ascertained.

(The News-3, 03/04/2007)

An elevated environmental risk

In spite of the widespread criticism that it has received since it announced the project, the City District Government Karachi has elected to plough ahead with the proposed elevated expressway along the M. T. Khan–Sharea Faisal corridor. The criticism has come equally from the planning and design community as from other stakeholders and citizens. The CDGK has single-handedly conceived of this massive infrastructure undertaking, without fully understanding the complex dynamics of the traffic problems in Karachi and has proposed to solve the perceived problem with a single stroke which will rend a gash through the fabric of the most vital and commercially viable parts of the city.


In spite of the fact that it administers only about 34 per cent of the city of Karachi, the CDGK has none the less taken it upon itself to supposedly solve the traffic problems of the entire city. The elevated expressway promises to relieve the traffic congestion on Sharea Faisal as well as provide a southern bypass for heavy freight traffic travelling from Karachi Port to the National Highway. In the administrative patchwork that characterises the city of Karachi any expressway project should be conducted through the collaboration of all affected agencies. It is therefore curious that even though the current southern truck route from Karachi Port to the National Highway runs through DHA, the CDGK has taken it upon itself to alleviate this problem at its own cost and environmental risk. It seems oddly magnanimous of the city nazim.
Last month, in conformance with the requirements of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, the CDGK submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment Report to the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency. A study of this two volume, 264-page document reveals that it is full of unsupported assumptions, general statements and irrelevant data. The report is largely intended to fulfil a legal requirement and it provides little concrete information about the environmental impact of the project or any cogent steps for avoiding or mitigating this environmental damage.


According to the report, the elevated expressway will in effect place an 18 metre wide canopy over the entire length of the M T Khan Road–Club Road–Sharea Faisal corridor, partially or completely covering -- depending on its width -- the at-grade roadway. The width of the right of way (ROW) of the resultant elevated expressway and the at-grade road varies from 23 metres where the road is tight and can only allow two lanes, two-way traffic, to 39 metres where four lanes, two-way traffic is possible below the elevated expressway. At the exit points, the space for ramps and tollbooths push the width of the ROW to over 50m. The height of the clearance of the expressway will vary from 5.4 metres to more than twice that to clear existing flyovers.


In order to achieve this ROW widening exercise, the CDGK hopes to acquire "very small" strips of land at intervals along the entire length to "redefine the ROW". Specifically, this means acquisition of land from the Bahria Complex, Pakistan Central Cotton Committee, the PC hotel, Karachi Gymkhana, Qasr-e-Naz and the State Guest House, Sindh Club, Hotel Avari and the Quaid-e-Azam House! The "very small" strips of land add up to nearly 15 acres.


Shahrah-e-Faisal was never planned as a high-speed expressway corridor. A pre-partition route, it is pinched in many places and often crowded by new and old buildings. The elevated expressway will follow the alignment of this corridor. Along its length the elevated expressway will fly over the old Lover's Lane Bridge at PIDC, squeeze between the PC and Sheraton hotels, crowd past Shafi Court, Hotel Metropole, Hotel Avari, Quaid-e-Azam House and Hotel Mehran. It is expected that the ride on the elevated expressway will have the feel of a gentle roller coaster.


The worst condition is along Club Road between PIDC and Hotel Avari. Here the narrowness of the existing roadway will effectively create a tunnel. The EIA report admits that the construction here "will be problematic since it may require the removal of existing landscape features … followed by appropriate restoration of landscape." The "existing landscape features" refers to the giant trees that have lined Club Road in front of Karachi Gymkhana ever since the British laid out the modern city of Karachi. 


The "appropriate restoration of landscape" must mean plastic potted plants because nothing else will thrive in the tunnel. The expected air pollution levels here are so high that the report recommends that "the impact would be suitably mitigated by an exhaust system such as those provided in tunnels or underground transport systems." The report also mentions that the "problem is now compounded" by the addition of a VVIP exit ramp on Club Road in front of the DCO office." As if we had any doubt who this project is really intended for. It is unclear how this will impact the city's three leading hotels or the normally moribund tourist industry.


The rest of the corridor does not fair much better. The construction of the expressway will most certainly result in the destruction of all trees and vegetation on the median of M T Khan Road and Sharea Faisal. The vegetation on the median is dismissed as mostly "hedges which are not radiation sensitive" even though the accompanying table lists nearly 1,100 surveyed trees on the median including 242 neem trees. After construction the CDGK proposes to replace these mature trees with "vegetation that survives under low levels of solar radiation". 

I guess that would consist of ferns and mushrooms. The EIA report 'infers' "that the vegetation in the . . . sides will not be impacted by the construction . . . ." This is factually incorrect since the realignment of the ROW to accommodate the structure of the expressway and especially the toll plazas at the exits will not only result in destruction of trees but will probably also impact sidewalks, service lanes and parking. Interestingly, all the trees surveyed along the corridor are either between five and seven feet in height or taller than seven feet -- as if the surveyor was handicapped by an inadequately small measuring tape. This is statistical nonsense because it underplays the actual sizes of the many mature trees along the route.


The issue of the noise and air pollutions is dealt with in an equally cavalier manner. The results of a recent air quality study are quoted and it is concluded that the accumulated air pollution will disperse to acceptable levels within 50 metres. Unfortunately, along much of its length the expressway is hemmed in by tall commercial properties and does not have the luxury of the required space for dispersal. There is no mention of the pollution levels under the expressway. No samples were taken under any of the existing flyovers in the city. However, a recent study by PEPA on the nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels in different parts of Karachi shows the Karimabad intersection having NO2 levels four times higher than the worst industrial areas of the city. The only thing unique about Karimabad intersection is that it sits under the Liaquatabad flyover.


There is much more self-serving justification in the EIA report but what is clear is that the CDGK is proposing to commit an atrocity in our city. This obscene rush to acquire the worst accoutrements of big cities is going to result in permanent irreparable damage to the urban fabric of this city. It is up to the citizens of Karachi to speak up at the EPA public hearing on the third of April and reject this project.

(By Arif Belgaumi, The News-7, 03/04/2007)

Club Road hotels need to give up land for new expressway


KARACHI: The proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) will need to acquire a 17-metre wide section on Club Road for which it will need land from the five-star hotels located there, Daily Times has learnt. Also, 11,000 trees will have to be chopped down to make way for the expressway.


A public hearing for the KEE is scheduled to take place today at 10:00 a.m. at the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) office. The CDGK’s Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) report on the project lists the land that will be needed. It will have to come from the Pearl Continental Hotel (PC), the Karachi Gymkhana, and the (defunct) Metropole Hotel bottleneck in the northern section and Qasr-e-Naz and the State Guest House in the south in addition to Regent Plaza, Sea Breeze Plaza, Navy residential area and the Aisha Bawany School. A small strip of land will need to be acquired from the FTC near the HIR Interchange along the CSD Shop to the bridge over the nalla from the Karsaz area and the Central Store Depot near the Drigh Road Station.

“We’re certainly not giving up any land,” said Regent Plaza administration and HR head, Abdul Sattar. “The matter has been referred to the Pakistan Hotels Association (PHA).” 


PC Hotel has also referred the matter to the PHA. “We always welcome projects undertaken by the government for the betterment of the city,” PC marketing and public relations manager, Asif Iqbal, told Daily Times. “We haven’t been approached yet about land acquisition. The matter has, however, been referred to the PHA - the authority that manages the rights of hotels, so it will be liasing with the city government.”


According to the FTC management, the land there belongs to the federal government, and the project is managed by a private firm - the FTC Management Company (Pvt) Ltd (FMCL). The stakeholders include the CSD, [a secret agency], the Trading Corporation of Pakistan, the HBFC, the TDAP, the Pak-Kuwait Investment Corporation, the Pakistan-Libya Holding Company, the Pakistan Automobile Corporation, etc, explained FMCL DBM and Administrator Auditorium, Niaz Ali Mahar. “The [FTC] project belongs to the Federal Government, not the provincial government or the CDGK. We haven’t been officially informed about any land acquisition. If they [the CDGK] need the land outside the FTC boundary wall, they can have it. If they ask for land within the boundary wall, however, our management committee will sit down over it and decide what has to be done.” To say anything right now would be too premature, Mahar implied.


According to the property laws of Pakistan, however, all land belongs to the State, and is leased out for 99 years. “If the CDGK does not already have an interim power to acquire private land, then that can be accomplished by passing legislation via Parliament,” said Irshad Abdul Qadir, a teacher of land law. “This lease can be renewed at the end of the 99-year period, or with a year left in the running. In Pakistan, there is a Sindh Motorway Act which enables the government to negotiate with parties who have the title to the land. The government can then offer to buy the land at the market price, or compensate by providing an alternate location.”


Legal advisor Afzal Khan said that it did not matter what the hotel association wanted. “If they think this is unfair, they can contest it in a court of law. The law of the land, however, says that all land belongs to the state and the state can take over the land with appropriate compensation,” he said. “The right to build for the benefit of the public only is classified under the same category so even if there is a suit filed there are minimum chances of the hotel association getting an order in its favour.”


The KEE project proposed to construct a 24-kilometer long, four-lane expressway which will stretch from Jinnah Bridge (Native Jetty) at Keamari to Quaidabad. There will be six entry and exit points; Quaidabad, Stare Gate, Karsaz, Shahrah-e-Quaideen, Hotel Metropole, and Jinnah Bridge as vehicles using this expressway will be required to pay a toll.


Architects and urban planners have already expressed their reservations for the project. “Shahrah-e-Faisal, which served the city before Partition is not designed for this purpose,” said architect Arif Belgaumi.


The Institute of Architects of Pakistan’s Ejaz Ahed pointed out that the city government’s report does not mention who conducted the EIA survey. “The government said that the KEE will be used as a highway but within its own EIA report it mentioned that at some specific points (Hotel Metropole, Club Road, PIDC Bridge) the speed will be reduced between 50 to 80 km which is not the standard for a highway,” he said.


Ahed said that if the city government claimed this was a strategic road to connect two major ports and the airport, then there should be an alternative as freight traffic should not be pass through the heart of the city. This should happen on the Northern Bypass. Realistically, there is very limited traffic between the airport and the two ports. 


The IAP experts added that the KEE also does not serve any of the industrial estates - There is no direct access to the KEE from Korangi, SITE and North Karachi except through residential neighbourhoods.


The proposed six entry and exit points will merge on Shahrah-e-Faisal which will worsen the traffic situation. “There is no entry or exit at Jinnah Airport as airport traffic will exit at Star Gate intersection and merge with Shahrah-e-Faisal traffic till the airport intersection. Similarly, there is no interchange at either Rashid Minhas Road or the Finance Trade Center (Christian Cemetery). Residents of Gulshan-e-Iqbal and DHA would have to exit earlier and merge with Shahrah-e-Faisal traffic. The design is compromised by the physical limitations of the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor and it will serve to make a bad situation much worse,” they added.


Every town’s center should be developed as a business district so there will be no need to visit Saddar area for anything. “Earlier the city center was Saddar but now Hassan Square has become the center of city as the city spread over 3,600 square kilometers,” one of the urban planners suggested.


The KEE will effectively place a roof over the existing roadway, substantially cutting off sunlight and air. The increased traffic load on the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor and the construction of the KEE will greatly increase pollution which will be trapped by the tall buildings.


The KEE will obscure the facades of every building that it will cross and depreciate real estate values.


Furthermore, there are also doubts on KEE’s financial status. The price tag has grown from the initial $225 million to $350 million (Rs 21 billion). The developer is expected to recover its investment by collecting tolls from all vehicles over the first 20 years of its life. This means that the KEE operator will need to collect Rs 1.05 billion per year or more than Rs 2.876 million per day. If the average toll per vehicle per trip is set at Rs 20 that would amount to 143,835 cars per day using the KEE. Divided between the six entry/exit points, that amounts to almost 24,000 cars per exit per day or one car every 3.6 seconds. It would seem unlikely that the CDGK’s financial claims about this project will be realized, they added.


The IAP experts suggested an on-grade highway along the Malir River bed and the development of the under-construction road through the Korangi Industrial Area into an expressway. 

“I suggest that the Jinnah Bridge, Mai Kolachi, Khayaban-e-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard, Korangi Road corridor to Quaidabad should be developed as an alternative,” said urban planner and architect Arif Hassan. “The congestion along this corridor can be overcome easily by elevating the expressway between Submarine Chowrangi and South Circular Avenue and building flyovers wherever necessary to make the corridor signal-free.”

(By Jamil Khan, Urooj Zia and Uroos Ahmed, Daily Times-B1, 03/04/2007)

Citizens question KEE cost, efficiency
KARACHI, April 3: Speakers at a public hearing on Tuesday rejected the proposed construction of an elevated expressway starting from M.T. Khan Road and continuing along Sharea Faisal before ending at Quaidabad, saying it was an expensive and inefficient response to the city’s traffic problems.


The project will not only cause enormous social and environmental hazards during and after construction, but will also hamper the view of houses, hotels, offices and commercial buildings behind its huge structure. At some sections beneath the expressway it is likely that some tunnel like structure will also emerge.


The public hearing pertaining to environmental impact assessment (EIA) for construction of a 25-km long Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) over Sharea Faisal and M.T. Khan Road was conducted by Director General of Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa). The participants included engineers, architects, conservationists, professionals, community leaders and representatives of entrepreneurs and utilities and other services. However, there was no one from the CDGK to face the reviewers or respond to queries about feasibility, concept, financial and land acquisition issues relevant to the project which is likely to cost around Rs60 billion and, according to EIA documents, be recovered from citizens.


In his conclusive remarks, however, Secretary of the Environment and Energy Department of the Sindh government, Mir Hussain Ali, said SEPA should send the unanswered questions and relevant observations to the CDGK. If needed, Sepa can arrange further meetings of stakeholders and CDGK authorities to address citizens’ concerns. He said Sepa’s NOC for the proposed elevated expressway should be based on merit and in the interest of Karachi.


The KEE consultants on environmental and socio economic issues said the prime objective was to enhance the road capacity of the corridor in question (Jiinah Bridge-Sharea Faisal-Jinnah terminal-Quaidabad) and facilitate safe, secure, speedy and environmental friendly travel from Karachi Port to the airport, Port Qasim, Steel Mills, National Highways.


At one stage it was said that precise record of the utilities along the corridor was not available with CDGK, but during the reconnaissance surveys along Sharea Faisal, 744 electric poles, 915 light poles, 1,112 manholes, 179 telephone poles, 216 traffic signal poles and six traffic signal control box were observed and some portion of those were likely to be affected, while about 1,000 small to medium trees would have to be removed.


They maintained that KEE project envisaged acquisition of about 60,000 square meters of land from various quarters belonging to public and private sectors and services as well. A practical traffic diversion plan will be developed later to ensure minimum inconvenience to users of Sharea Faisal during construction, an official of the consulting firm told a questioner.


The nature of an elevated carriageway on Shahrea Faisal and operation of KEE system may have impact on aesthetics of the environment, which will be mitigated through careful planning, suitable landscaping and adopting appropriate measures, besides providing a monitoring and contingency plan, the consultants said.

Opponents of the KEE project claimed the proponent had no idea about any meaningful and cost effective solutions of traffic problems and they had decided to go for an elevated expressway at a time when some countries had started razing the same in view of environmental and socio related problems.


They suggested the government go for effective traffic management, try mass transit options, including overhead trains, introduction of CNG buses, reformation of police etc. They suggested to the KEE the proposed alignment over Sharea Faisal should not be undertaken at all as from common man point of view, it was unnecessary and not feasible.


One speaker said the planned elevated road will pass through the heart of Karachi’s thriving commercial, business and tourist districts. The expressway will obscure the facades of almost all the buildings that it will cross. As alternatives to KEE over Sharea Faisal, it was also suggested that a mass friendly elevated corridor be constructed along Mai-Kolachi, Khyaban-e-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard, Korangi Road.


Some other citizens said that the proposed KEE had no concept or vision behind it and was sure to badly hit one of the best roads in the city, while the EIA report was just a rubber stamp to what the CDGK had proposed.


A couple of participants maintained that government should not go for such a commercial venture at the cost of citizens’ peace, health, security, environment, hotel and tourism business, historical buildings and heritages, cemetery and utilities. The CDGK team of consultant responded that the EIA report was not a sort of rubber stamp and it had addressed all the relevant components and aspects and ensured improved environment and development. The KEE will save time and ensure safe movement of heavy vehicles from KPT on Sharea Faisal, without disrupting traffic flow in the city, besides bringing in foreign investment.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 04/04/2007)

Elevated Expressway project meets strong opposition

KARACHI: Architects, town planners and other prominent figures of the city disapproved of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) of the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) project, and said that Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) had failed to justify the construction of the KEE.


While the EPA officials had declared the project of KEE “environmentally acceptable” in a public hearing held at the Sindh EPA office on Tuesday, they were unable to respond appropriately to the publics’ queries and reservations.


Concerned citizens maintained that the construction of KEE — while the traffic load on Sharea Faisal is increasing day by day — will greatly increase air and noise pollution. They added that, once built, the KEE will block sunlight and air to areas underneath it. Moreover, around 1000 trees would be cut down in order to build the KEE. The proposed 25km-long expressway will hide the faÁade of the buildings’ located on Sharea Faisal and will also cause depreciation in the real estate values of surrounding areas.
Director General of Sindh EPA, Abdul Malik Ghauri and other EPA officials insisted that the EIA had studied and covered all concerned aspects, including how to mitigate noise and air pollution. However, there were a number of people, from different walks of life, who remained unconvinced.


Pakistan Hotels Association has strongly opposed this project saying that it would have a direct impact on their business as no one would like to come and stay at the prominent hotels that would be affected by the construction of the KEE. The General Manager of Pearl Continental Hotel, Junaid Ashraf, questioned, “Who would like to stay in a room that is even below the height of a road?”


Renowned architect Arif Hassan claimed that the EIA has made a number of statements that are incorrect. “EIA is basically trying to justify the KEE Project but had not justified it statistically. It’s a mere attempt to give a rubber stamp to the CDGK project,” he alleged.


He added that he agrees with the necessity of a link between the two city ports, i.e. Keamari and Bin Qasim, but he doesn’t want this at the cost of the devastation that the KEE would bring. He added that Karachi shouldn’t be amongst those cities that built such expressways only to regret it later on. Boston has demolished their elevated expressway while Paris wants to do so. Dubai still faces the traffic congestion despite their modern infrastructure.


Many from the house said that it is not IJM (the Malaysian firm that is to build the KEE) but the citizens themselves who will have to pay the cost of this project in the form of taxes and tolls that would be charged for using the KEE.


Duria Qazi, the Head of the Visual Studies Department at KU, said that she doesn’t accept the concept of KEE toll plazas in a city where citizens are not being provided with clean water or a rubbish-free environment. 


Sharea Faisal is one of the few corridors in the city that are utilised for emergencies, said Noman Ahmed of NED University. He expressed his reservations against the project saying that the city doesn’t have any other major route, if God forbid, a catastrophe hits the city.


Many believed that the day and the time chosen for the public hearing were not appropriate at all. Not more than 100 people turned up as the hearing was scheduled on a working day, which meant that most people were not able to participate.


The architects and planners suggested that a corridor be developed from Jinnah Bridge, Mai Kolachi, Khayaban-e-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard, Korangi Road all the way to Quaidabad, which they believed would serve as an alternative to Sharae Faisal and MT Khan Road.


Roland DeSouza of Shehri-CBE believed that the project is unnecessary. He claimed that the EPA in Islamabad allows all kinds of projects under government pressure. He also criticised the way Sharea Faisal is being utilised. “It can be utilised five more effectively compared to now if used in the right way,” Roland said.

Mir Hussain Ali, Environment & Alternate Energy, Government of Sindh, said that he would not suggest the construction of the KEE if it was suspicious in any way. He added that the aim of the hearing was not to create a game of opposing each other, but to listen to each other’s viewpoints in order to make the project more constructive.

He assured the house that the public hearing was not a formality and requested the Director General of EPA Sindh to examine each and every aspect of the project. “The objectors should be facilitated if there’s any need of further discussion,” he said.

(The News-3, 04/04/2007)

Citizens and experts reject Karachi Elevated Expressway


KARACHI: Speakers at a public hearing on the proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) from Shahrah-e-Faisal to MT Khan Road Tuesday rejected the idea of putting the 24-kilometer long expressway in the heart of the city.


The hearing was held at the office of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Korangi to discuss the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report. 
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Shahid Lutfi, a member of the consultant firm, presented a detailed briefing on the project to highlight its purpose and objectives, while another member Lim Kim Oum highlighted technical details.


Arif Hassan, renowned architect and chairman of the Urban Resource Center, said that the concept of building the KEE in the middle of the city was flawed and should not be implemented at any cost. “A number of developed countries are considering demolishing expressways in their cities to get rid of the environment-related complications that expressways create, but now the government of Karachi has adopted such nonsensical ideas,” he said. He termed the EIA a rubber stamp that was being used by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to implement its own wishes. “The recently compiled EIA does not mention any other important arteries and the consultants have failed to provide any valid justification for constructing the KEE,” he stated. Hassan suggested that the government consider the other route from Mai Kolachi, passing through Khayaban-e-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard and Korangi Road, to Quaidabad in order to provide easy access to heavy traffic between the two ports. 


In response to Hassan’s allegation about the EIA, EPA Director General Abdul Malik Ghauri said that the EIA report had been made after considering all aspects. “The report thoroughly discusses alternatives. There should be no opposition for the sake of opposition,” he said. Ghauri informed the audience present at the hearing that complaints from the Karachi Gymkhana, Shehri, Institute of Architects Pakistan (IAP), consultant engineers, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), managements of PC and Sheraton hotels, Pakistan Hotels Association (PHA) and Ardeshir Cowasjee had been forwarded to the city government for thorough consideration.


Roland D’Souza of the NGO Shehri, challenged the authority of the EPA to conduct the EIA. “If we utilised this extremely important thoroughfare properly, traffic-related problems in the area could be resolved up to more than five times,” he said. According to D’Souza, the government should consider training drivers and imposing the authority of law so that drivers obeyed traffic rules for which he cited London as an example where there were no traffic jams despite two-lane roads. He said that the 262-page EIA report did not mention any alternative route during the construction of the KEE and it lacked any emergency shoulder. “The consultant firm’s team includes only one traffic engineer, which shows the negligence towards resolving the problem,” he said, adding that the IJM Corporation Berhad, a Malaysian firm, had been hired to construct the KEE without any tender, which was also questionable. “The CDGK and EIA officials should visit the poor countries of North America and review their tactics of solving traffic problems,” he suggested.


Arif Belgaumi, a member of the IAP, said that the project was devoid of any practical or technical justification. “The EIA report is nominally composed on the format required by the “Sectoral Guidelines for Environmental Reports - Major Roads” but the project itself is not designed with this document in mind. As such, the EIA report is largely an attempt to justify the need for the project,” he pointed out. Belgaumi said that they had submitted a report to the EPA for consideration.


Ghazal Rubab, an environmentalist, said that the city’s real problem was pollution and the KEE would just enhance it. “The dispersion level of air pollution would be blocked and they will need to shift around 1,100 manholes as well as underground utility services from the site,” she said.


Hamid Maker of the Helpline Trust said that the presentation by the consultant firm was unsatisfactory. He asked the city government to let Karachi’s citizens know that what the cost of the project would be and how long it would take to be constructed. 


Mohammad Muneer Hassan, former vice chancellor of the NED University said that after completion of the KEE, traffic jams would continue at points of entry and exit, as at both the ends, there was no parking space. He emphasised that the Mass Transit System should be restarted to address to the city’s traffic problems. “The elevated train route would need less space besides costing less,” he said. Dr Nauman Ahmed, an architect from the NED University, underlined the need for adopting a disaster management plan for Karachi as the entire city was on seismic zone II and III. “They should bring 2,000 to 3,000 CNG buses in the city to resolve transport problem rather than constructing this expressway,” he said.


Muzaffar, a representative of the PHA, said that the project was directly targeting hotels in the city and that would further result in degradation of the land’s value as well as their business for the next three years (the construction period). Junaid Ashraf of the PC Hotel said that all five-star hotels, not only in Karachi but all over the country, were playing a vital role in Pakistan’s tourism industry. “The construction of the KEE will hinder light and air of four to six stories as well as blocking the façade of the buildings and that would cause a lot of damage to our business,” he said. “We can see that the area underneath bridges and flyovers is occupied by heroin addicts and converted into garbage dumps,” he pointed out. 


“The city that cannot even pick up rubbish, provide quality education, proper healthcare facilities and other civic amenities to its citizens, is constructing such costly projects to become a developed city?” questioned Durriya Qazi of the University of Karachi.


An expert of the consultant firm Waqar Hussain said that the structure of the KEE will correspond to a magnitude of seven on the Richter Scale. “Training drivers will take 20 to 25 years while the expressway will be complete in three years,” he said. Speaking about the hotels’ issues, he said that only two to three stories of the hotels on Club Road will be affected but after installation of sound barriers, there will be no problem.

(Daily Times-B1, 04/04/2007)

Work on second corridor to start next month
KARACHI, April 4: Work on another signal-free corridor from Nagan Chowrangi to Sharea Faisal would commence in May and complete by the year’s end. This was announced by Karachi Nazim Mustafa Kamal while addressing a press conference at the DCO camp office on Wednesday. In addition to the corridor, he said, work on nine major thoroughfares, a centralised blood bank and dozens of water and sewerage projects would be completed this year.


Mustafa Kamal said four flyovers would be part of the corridor. The flyovers would be built at Nagan Chowrangi, Gulshan Chowrangi, Jauhar More and Millennium Mall, he said.


About the Sohrab Goth flyover, he said the project would be ready in the next three to four months. Besides, he said Malir Bridge, I.I. Chundrigar Road, 5000 Road from Sakhi Hassan to Surjani, Shahrah-i-Pakistan, 12000 Road linking Landhi and Korangi, University Road, Altaf Hussain Barelvi Road, 9000 Road in New Karachi Industrial Area, Azeempura Road in Shah Faisal and Shahrah-i-Orangi would be completed this year.


Referring to water supply situation in the areas of Manzoor Colony, Muslim Colony, Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Clifton, Old City Areas, Lyari and others, he said the city government and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board were taking all-out measures to solve problems of the neglected areas.
He said work on three projects was underway to provide 4mgd additional water to Clifton. “The completion of three projects on University Road, Sharae Quaideen and near Lilly Bridge will result in smooth water supply to the Clifton area and bring further improvement in the old city areas, including Saddar”, he added.

He said the work on pre-cast storm water drainage system in Clifton would be completed in next two months while all water and sewerage lines in the four industrial zones would be replaced by the end of this year.


To cope with any disaster, a centralised blood bank would be established near the mausoleum of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. He said the blood bank would cater some 500 donors at a time. Besides, he said the city government would construct three satellite hospitals of the Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases in Landhi, Shah Faisal and at the junction of Orangi and Baldia towns.


As far as recreational facilities were concerned, he said, the city government would develop ‘Kite Park’ on 160 acres in Rehri Goth on the pattern of Disneyland. He said the first phase of the construction would be completed this year and the whole project would be ready in June 2008.

(Dawn-17, 05/04/2007)

Billboard sites: city govt suffers setback
KARACHI, April 4: The city government has faced a financial loss of millions of rupees after a private firm declined to deposit Rs100 million as the highest bidding company for 63 advertisement sites, which it won in an open auction held in January.


As a result, the city government has no option except cancel the permission of 63 advertisement sites to install huge billboards and forfeit the security deposit of the company.


In January, the city government auctioned 123 advertisement sites in different city areas for Rs280 million. M/s ARY Communications won a majority of the advertisement sites by offering the highest bid. However, the company deposited only Rs8.4 million as security deposit.


District Officer Local Taxes department, Rehan Khan, said M/s ARY Communication had to pay over Rs100 million to the city government for the 63 sites but the company failed to deposit the money within the stipulated time. The city government extended the deadline thrice. Finally, the matter was brought to the knowledge of City Nazim Mustafa Kamal who directed the officials to handle the issue as per law.


The DO said the company had been blacklisted. He maintained the city government would face no financial loss due to the company’s failure, as it would allot these prime sites to other interested companies. However, sources said it would be difficult for the city government to sell these sites for installation of billboards in the current fiscal, which ends on June 30.

(Dawn-17, 05/04/2007)

Karachi’s expressway in trouble


Karachi’s well-known and respectable citizens have come together to oppose the planned Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) from Shahrah-e-Faisal to MT Khan Road, and asked the government to shelve the idea of putting the 24-kilometer long expressway in the heart of the city.


At a meeting to discuss a report on the expressway, Karachi’s leading architect and social worker Dr Arif Hassan has asked the government to consider instead the other route from Mai Kolachi, passing through Khayaban-e-Saadi, Sunset Boulevard and Korangi Road, to Quaidabad, in order to provide easy access to heavy traffic between the two ports. The idea is to ease the traffic jam that clogs the city traffic. And for that the plan is to take the out-of-the-city traffic out of the heart of the city. Unfortunately the KEE has entered the category of diversions that a number of developed countries are considering demolishing to get rid of the environment-related complications they create. Karachi’s city fathers should look carefully into the KEE and amend the project now rather than be saddled with a mammoth construction with more problems later on. *

(Daily Times-A6, 05/04/2007)

Stone laying ceremony of Chundrigar Road

KARACHI: The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Governor Dr Shamshad Akhtar announced on Thursday that plans are underway to establish a new financial district in Karachi, for which work has been initiated.

The governor stated this while speaking at the stone-laying ceremony of I.I. Chundrigar road on Thursday. 

The project was facilitated by SBP and co-sponsors. City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal also spoke on the occasion and said that this new financial district of Karachi will be inducted in the new master plan of Karachi 2020. 


The governor said she has sought President General Pervez Musharraf’s support for this new financial district. The president gave an assurance of his cooperation in this regard.


Referring to Kamal, she proposed to constitute a committee to expedite the establishment of a new financial district that would be chaired by her. The district would comprise of members of the Pakistan Banking Association (PBA) and Kamal would be one of the members.

She further said that the city of Karachi is very important for business purposes as it has a seaport. Due to the accelerated economic activity taking place in Karachi, this city has a conducive atmosphere for the establishment of increasing numbers of banking and financial institutions.


Talking to newsmen she said that the Nazim has promised to complete this road in four months and the banks and financial institutions have contributed generously towards the funds.

She hopes that this road’s construction will be completed in four months as banks at present are facing serious hardships due to the disturbance.


Dr Shamshad also pointed out that the SBP and other banks will make arrangements for cleanliness in their area but they also sought a commitment from Kamal to make cleanliness arrangements on a permanent basis.


Kamal disclosed on this occasion that cameras will be installed at I.I. Chundrigar road and a control room will be established in order to control the traffic of this important financial hub. Additionally, work on this road will be done in three shifts and will be completed in four months, he said, adding that by the end of this period this will be a beautiful road. 

He congratulated the business community and the SBP for their complete cooperation in the re-construction of the road that is costing approximately Rs22 crore.

He said Karachi is the financial hub of Pakistan and provides 68 per cent of the revenue to the country. Karachi’s prosperity will ensure the development of Pakistan. The SBP Governor and City Nazim jointly laid the foundation of I.I. Chundrigar road.


The Project Director I.I. Chundrigar road, Saleem Bukhari , was also present on the occasion. 

The SBP governor praised him in her speech. DCO Karachi Fazlur Rehman, President NBP Ali Raza and members of other banks and financial institutions attended the ceremony as well. The compering was done by Syed Mukarram Sultan Bukhari.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-3, 06/04/2007)

Karachi’s traffic system


THE city of Karachi, the largest in the country, suffers grievously on account of its poor traffic system.

Students, labourers, office-goers and people at large suffer every day because roads are in bad condition, too many vehicles of too many varieties — animal-drawn vehicles, pushcarts, bicycles, motorcycles, auto-rickshaws, mini-buses of various sizes, buses, cars, pick-ups, trucks, tractors, dumpers, lorries, trailers, water-tankers, etc — are operating on congested roads -– at times all together at some places — traffic signals rarely work properly and to cap it all the traffic police are rarely present in good numbers whenever the traffic is overwhelming.

In such a situation a small error on the part of a driver of any one of the above-mentioned vehicles paralyses the entire movement of the traffic.


For those in a hurry to reach their offices or those on way to hospitals, or on their way to their examination centres, or to airports, etc, etc, the game is up. No way one can reach his or her destination on time.

The traffic problem is worsening with the rising population and increase in the number of vehicles.

What is immediately needed is the posting of traffic police in good numbers at important roundabouts and intersections and elsewhere to make people observe traffic rules.

This will inject some sense into our traffic system.

MARYA PARVEEN

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 07/04/2007)
A flawed project

NOT without reason, the proposed elevated expressway project is finding few backers in Karachi other than the city government and its consultants. Architects, civil engineers, environmentalists and concerned citizens have raised serious doubts about the feasibility of the project, calling it an inefficient and expensive response to the city’s burgeoning traffic problems. If the project proceeds according to plan, the 24-kilometre expressway will run directly above Sharea Faisal and M.T. Khan Road and is expected to cost roughly Rs60 billion. The proposal is flawed in more ways than one. Since existing roads will serve as the access and exit points, the expressway will do little besides taking vehicles more quickly to the next traffic block. If anything, the roads leading to and from the expressway will become even more congested than they are at present. Major construction work above a busy artery like Sharea Faisal is also bound to cause traffic chaos for at least three years, the current time frame for the mega project. If an elevated expressway is at all required in Karachi, alternative routes must be explored. A better option would be to focus on a mass transit system, the first step in which should be the full revival of the Circular Railway.


Businesses and homes along the proposed route will have to live with the noise and air pollution generated by an elevated road running right outside their windows. People’s right to an untrammelled view as well as access to direct sunlight and air will be infringed on by the expressway, which may also cause property prices to drop. Hundreds of trees will have to be cut. Then there is the more subtle question of aesthetics and identity. Karachi has suffered enough disfigurement as a consequence of haphazard planning and the need now is to preserve what is left of the city’s ambience and character.

(Dawn-7, 08/04/2007)
Express and elevated
By Ardeshir Cowasjee


KEE stands for Karachi Elevated Expressway – not for Kickbacks Express and Elevated.

In March 2006, the Karachi city government (CDGK) signed an agreement with IJM Corporation Berhad, a Malaysian construction firm, to build a 25-kilometer Karachi Elevated Expressway from Jinnah Bridge, near the Karachi Port Trust head office, over Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan Road, Club Road, and Shara Faisal all the way up to Quaidabad in Landhi at a cost, then, of $225 million. The contract was awarded without inviting competitive tenders.

To open with a quote from the Malaysian press of last year : “Giving out juicy contracts without open tendering dramatically increases the likelihood of corruption involving large sums of money…….. Now you can understand why Transparency International has placed Malaysia only in 39th position whereas Singapore was ranked 5th in its Corruption Perception Index 2004. Since we are so keen to compete with Singapore, why don’t we get rid of corruption and improve our placing in the index?” This was written by Koon Yew Yin, a founder of IJM Corp Berhad.


And to continue, a quote from S.H. Zaidi writing on the KEE in Dawn this March 13 : “Since VIP movement aside, this is not the most congested route in Karachi, nor the one identified by numerous studies undertaken regarding the provision of a ‘mass transit’ system for Karachi, one suspects that this huge expenditure is envisaged just to facilitate the frequent movement of VIPs on this route. Though the firm is reported to be financing the project, ultimately it is the [Pakistani ] taxpayer who would pay through his nose for this monstrosity . . . .”


Most of the present government priorities are wonky. Resources are diverted from proper solutions – in this case, provision of economical and safe public/mass transportation.


On September 5, 2006, in compliance with the Environment Protection Act 1997, the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) and CDGK organised a ‘Scoping Meeting’ for the mandatory environmental impact assessment required for ‘major roads’. The cost of the KEE had by then, in six months, increased by 56 per cent to $350 million.


On April 3, 2007, some hundred or so citizens gathered at the SEPA Complex in Korangi for the mandatory public hearing of the comments/objections to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report prepared by the CGDK and its consultants. Two comments from this report :


“The emission level at the intersection, together with that predicted for Level-II (under the expressway), has been used to suggest that there is a likelihood of an increase in air pollutant level under the extensively covered sections, e.g., at Club Road … . .”


“The Karachi city government has estimated that since 1987 over 12,000 people have lost their lives in about 22,000 traffic accidents. The root cause of this high rate of incidence is attributed to the absence of a mass transit system, which has, as correctly forecast by the Mass Transit Study of 1987, led to the phenomenal rise in privately owned cars and the consequent problem of traffic congestion on the roads. In recent years, the easy availability of bank credit for buying cars has further aggravated the situation.”


At the hearing, Arif Hasan, a renowned architect and social planner, possessing a vast knowledge of Karachi’s problems, termed the exercise a “social and environmental disaster.” He challenged the EIA assumption that “expressways in South Asian countries have successfully solved transportation and vehicular movement problems.” He referred to ‘urban transport for growing cities’ by Geetam Tiwari and various publications of the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, which “show that these solutions have been expensive, have caused considerable environmental and aesthetic degradation, have created immense problems for pedestrians, and, in addition, have not addressed the problems they set out to solve.”How many of our government ‘experts’ have read Tiwari’s book or any other ITT publications which discuss problems akin to those facing Karachi?


Arif told us that the many hundreds of kilometres of expressways in Bangkok, Manila, Cairo and Tehran have caused massive environmental problems relating to sound and air pollution, denial of sunlight, loss of urban space and social alienation. Today, the developed world does not build such expressways through city centres (Boston and Seoul are at present demolishing elevated expressways) In Riyadh, the expressway through the city caused so much pollution that authorities had to vacate considerable areas of land on both sides and forest them.


Ejaz Ahed and Arif Bilgaumi of the Institute of Architects Pakistan, a professional body comprising some of the finest architects this country has produced, pointed out that the KEE “was conceptually flawed, conceived under a miscomprehension of the city’s traffic problems, unlikely to solve the concerns raised in the EIA, and guaranteed to cause irreparable environmental damage to the city of Karachi.”They found the EIA Report largely an attempt to belatedly justify the KEE project. They accused the CDGK of having blindly prepared the scheme without involving planning principles or PEPA’s ‘Sectoral Guidelines for Major Roads’, without proper traffic studies (including increased traffic on crossroads leading to the KEE), and without an exhaustive examination of alternative routes/schemes.


With only six in between entry/exit points (Jinnah Bridge, Avari Hotel (entrance only), FTC, Karsaz, Rashid Minhas Road, Star Gate, Quaidabad) the utility of the KEE seemed minimal. The project will not serve the industrial areas, or the central business district of Saddar. Ecological issues highlighted by IAP included heightened noise and air pollution (levels of nitrogen oxide at the Liaquatabad flyover are by far the highest in the city, according to a SEPA survey), respiratory diseases, cutting of hundreds of trees, and ruination of the most attractive boulevard in the city. The up and down nature (to clear existing bridges and flyovers) of the KEE route increases the danger of accidents involving dangerous and volatile cargoes.


Mitigation measures proposed by the CDGK are “vague, unclear and unacceptable.” IAP suggested that: “anyone wanting to picture the ambiance of the resulting roadway need only stand under the NIPA or Liaquatabad flyovers and imagine them extending over 25 km.”


The IAP also did some number crunching: recovery of the present cost of the KEE would necessitate collection of over three million rupees in tolls each day, leading to a fantastic number of cars or trucks having to use the expressway for the venture to be feasible.


Roland deSouza of Shehri questioned the very raison d’etre of the venture. He went back to the basics and proposed the strict enforcement of driving laws and discipline on the roads of Karachi (unrealistic in the present circumstances but nevertheless vital).


He called for traffic police vigilance and public education campaigns for drivers and pedestrians, for the relocation of critical activities such as the filling of upcountry oil tankers at the Superhighway instead of having products pumped back to Keamari from the National Refinery in Korangi, the enforcement of non-peak road timings for tankers, trucks and others heavy vehicles, parking discipline on the streets, proper utilisation of mandatory parking spaces in buildings, removal of road encroachments, and efficient signals and traffic control (with back-up power supply). He also suggested that whatever inter-port or upcountry freight traffic was projected could be handled more economically and in a more environmentally-friendly manner by rail.


The KEE envisages the acquisition of approximately 15 acres of land for right-of-way at various locations, including the Pakistan Railway, KPT , Qasre Naz, State Guest House, FTC in the public sector, and Pearl Continental, Metropole, Avari, Regent Plaza Hotels, Karachi Gymkhana, Aisha Bawany School, Nargis Cinema in the private sector.


The Catholic Archbishop of Karachi filed an objection to the proposed encroachment of the KEE on 1,337 square meters of land in the Christian Cemetery, terming it contrary to the President’s Ordinance V of 2002 promulgated “to protect the properties of minority communities meant for their communal use.”


The people of Karachi want to “LIVE”. This is their inherent right. Even General Musharraf and Shaukat Aziz will not be able to contest this. Many questions asked by the people and their organisations of the corrupt city government remain unanswered.

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 08/04/2007)

Public transport crisis

Stakeholders playing blame game
KARACHI, April 7: Owing to negligence of the authorities concerned, the condition of public transport in the metropolis is going from bad to worse. Not only is overloading and over-speeding a problem, but the physical structure of vehicles is also troublesome for passengers.


The Urban Transport Service (UTS), once considered a comfortable means of travelling, has also become a headache for commuters as most of the vehicles have lost their seats, handles, windowpanes and doorbells. The number of UTS buses is also decreasing for reasons best known to their owners. Also, transporters are openly violating traffic rules by accommodating men in the portion meant for women passengers.


The physical condition of mini-buses, coaches and buses is also pathetic. A police official told this scribe that all buses, except UTS vehicles, had completed their lifespan. Referring to official statistics, the source said that 58 per cent of the buses were of 1971 to 1980 models, 30pc were of 1961 to 1970 models, 3pc were of 1981 to 1990 models and 5pc were of 1950 to 1960 models.


The official said that about 600 buses were shifted from Punjab, NWFP and Balochistan, which were in extremely pathetic condition, but still plying on the roads of Karachi.

He said the government itself was encouraging the use of old vehicles, otherwise it would have stopped auctioning old official vehicles at various departments across the country. He said the government had notified the standard life of a vehicle as 10 years, or a distance of 100,000 miles, but in our country the vehicles were being used for an indefinite period.


Another official revealed that equipments like smoke and noise analysers were not available with traffic police to check the physical condition of a vehicle, while fitness certificates were being issued on the basis of visual observation only.


During the survey it was learnt from mechanics at different workshops that spare parts of these old buses were also not easily available, and they were repaired on a temporary basis.


The city government had constituted a vigilance committee in the first week of March this year to check violations of traffic rules by the operators of UTS and Metro Buses, but the committee is yet to function and play its role for improvement of the transport system.

Despite the fact that the Transport and Communication Department of the city government itself had noticed the violation of traffic rules by operators of UTS and Metro buses, no practical step has been taken so far.

Many points were raised against transporters by officials of the Transport Department, mainly to defuse the wheel-jam strike call of UTS operators for March 9. With postponement of the strike call, the issue of vigilance committee itself died down.


When contacted, an official of the Transport and Communication Department said that even though the vigilance committee had been formed, it avoided taking action because transporters wanted to politicise the issue and exploit the situation. He said the issue could create problems in the prevailing circumstances and the government did not want to create such a situation in the city. He said transporters had sought a three-month period to conform to the rules.


The operators of UTS buses and mini-bus owners, when contacted for their version, held the police responsible for the whole mess. They said transporters were forced to pay bribes on all roads and the only option open to transporters was overloading. The owners claimed the ratio of fare was very low and they could not afford even fuel charges in the prevailing circumstances.


The Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Traffic Police Falak Khurshid, when contacted, said that main reason for overloading was shortage of public transport. He said police personnel were active in taking legal action against those violating the rules. He said a campaign was launched to regulate the transport system and was continuing.

He said during the last two months, from February 1 to April 6,292 fitness certificates of low standard vehicles were cancelled, 16,453 were ticketed for accommodating male passengers in female compartments and fined the operators Rs1.645 million. He said 20,537 coaches, mini-buses and buses were ticketed, 4,343 were detained and a fine of Rs2.05 million was imposed on operators for carrying passengers on roof tops of the vehicles.


For improvement of the transport system, he proposed new transport schemes should be launched to accommodate the increasing number of passengers on all routes in the city.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-19, 08/04/2007)

Beware of Karachi drivers
There were times, till the late ’70s, that driving in Karachi compared to other parts of the country was a pleasure. Traffic rules were followed by all types of moving carriages. Life on roads was peaceful.

When I returned to Karachi in the late ‘80s after living away from the city for some time, I found increase in traffic volume, and with it increase in violation of traffic discipline. Even at that time I had no idea that traffic discipline in this metropolis would take such an ugly shape in the new millennium. I have been driving since then to all parts of the city at various times of the day and night and that has made me a lot wiser as a driver to survive in this metropolis. For those who complain about poor traffic discipline, I have a few tips to offer as guidelines.


To begin with you must understand the psyche of Karachi drivers you would come across the moment you hit the road. Some of the common traits of Karachi’s drivers, developed because of the chaotic conditions of traffic, can be summarised as impatience, discourtesy, ignorance of traffic ethics and indifference to traffic rules. Those who do not posses these qualities are considered poor incompetent drivers who must suffer the wrath of the present-day traffic system.


Drivers in Karachi can be divided into four categories. First, the drivers of heavy transport such as load carriers, buses, tankers and such like vehicles. The second category is of drivers of motorcycle and three-wheeler auto-rickshaw. The third category is of those drivers employed by individuals, commercial and government organisations. This category includes taxi drivers as well. Those who drive their own cars fall into the fourth category. The first category drivers are real heavy weighs of road traffic. To them all others are minnows who must make way for them. They consider moving in fast lane as their privilege. As if noise of their engines is not sufficient they make frequent use of pressure horns to intimidate drivers of smaller vehicles. They are more familiar with the highway manners than the road discipline of urban areas. Do not expect use of indicators at turning points as most of these vehicles have no such luxury at the rear. Make your own intelligent guess. Most of these drivers come from upcountry and interior rural areas. They learn driving while working as cleaner or helper to the main driver. Traffic rules are as foreign to them as the English language. They are crude and the majority belongs to the illiterate class. So keep away from them if you can.


The second category drivers can easily be termed as notorious. Traffic rules are not meant for them. Moving on the road with full freedom is there established privilege. Zig-zag movements amidst heavily crowded road, squeezing their way into the narrowest of passage, even climbing on footpaths to get ahead is ignored by our worthy traffic controllers. They are pioneers of violation of traffic signals. They are bold innovative in making their way through heaviest of road traffic. No one can surpass their ability to outwit traffic jams. Watch them carefully to avoid a collision.


The third category, that of hired personnel of private cars and taxis belongs to upcountry and the rural areas who come to Karachi to benefit from greener pastures. This category is flooded with illiterate drivers who have learnt driving through personal efforts in a hard way. Most of them obtain their diving licenses through agents or bribery. They get adequate driving experience at the cost of the vehicle’s owner. Most of them cannot decipher road signs. They jump the traffic signal on the first available opportunity. Among them are those, with long employment in the private sector, who have learnt a great deal by experience but are in poor minority. Tolerate them with a smile.


The last category of drivers of self-owned cars is the most pitiable segment of drivers who suffer humiliation on the road by trying to follow norms of discipline and adhering to traffic rules. They are forced to do this to save their cars from possible damage. Some exceptions are found in this category who violate rules because of frustration or to show their authority or influence. Have sympathy with this class of drivers. Off-springs of the rich and mighty also fall into this category but they are in a class of their own. They are pampered species who show you their driving skills in cars fitted with modern gadgets. You must learn to appreciate them.

One last point: do not blame the traffic police for this state of affairs; they are helpless as they watch this traffic circus with great patience and tolerance at road junctions and riding heavy motorcycles. Perhaps they believe in peaceful coexistence. 

(By Salahuddin, Dawn-The Magazine-2, 08/04/2007)

Iqra Uni students forced to cross killer expressway despite classmate’s death


KARACHI: Classes have crept back to some semblance of normalcy at Iqra University after the death of one of its students, 18-year-old Nadia Yousaf, took place on Thursday in front of campus on the Shaheed-e-Millat expressway. But it is unlikely that life will ever return to normal for her family - her only other sibling Fahad died 13 months ago. With Nadia’s death, her parents have been left childless.


Iqra University is located off the expressway that serves as a shortcut between Korangi road and Shahra-e-Faisal. The dual carriageway is about seven kilometers long and is split with one side about 15 feet higher than the other. Students using public transport to Iqra have to get off on the expressway and cross it. A flight of 18 stairs connects the two carriageways but the students have to climb over a broken barrier to reach the road in front of Iqra (see pictures). The service lane in front of Iqra has been dug up for a long time.


On Thursday at about 4:30 p.m., Nadia and some classmates left Iqra and crossed the first carriageway, climbed the stairs and headed for their van waiting on the other side. According to the university’s rules, all vans and buses catering to the students need to park inside the campus. However, this is a nuisance for the van drivers as the service lane is dug up and they have to take a long route via the Qayyumabad roundabout to reach Iqra. 


Nadia headed towards the van but a speeding car went over her foot. The driver pulled on the emergency brake and tried to stop. “We ran out as soon as we heard the brakes screeching,” said a campus guard. Nadia fell down to the lower carriageway and received severe head injuries. 


Her classmates rushed her to JPMC but she died there after 45 minutes. “Nadia would always give me a call when she reached university,” said her father Mohammad Yousaf. “She called me that day too but the last call I received was from my wife when she told me that Nadia had a small accident.” Yousaf reached JPMC but even though the doctors tried everything, Nadia succumbed to her injuries. She died on the third day of her second semester.
Nadia lived with her parents in Korangi’s Grey Riverside Apartments. She did her intermediate from DHA Girls College before joining Iqra. Her brother Fahad died nearly a year ago at the age of 13 of heart complications. Nadia had always wanted to be a computer science student. “She would say that she couldn’t cut a frog up which is why she didn’t want to become a doctor,” her father said. “During her first semester break she made a website of her own called Hamara Islam.”


The normal speed of vehicles on the expressway is 70 to 80 km/hr. Vehicles approaching the expressway from both sides usually emerge from terrible traffic jams at the Qayyumabad roundabout and Baloch Colony (near the City School PAF campus). As soon as they get onto the expressway their drivers automatically put their foot down on the accelerator.


There are about 2,000 students at this Iqra campus, a majority of who use public transport and need to cross the expressway. “In the last two years we have been sending letters and requests to the CM, governor and nazim and other authorities to give us permission to construct an overhead pedestrian bridge, speed breaker, signals or cat eyes or at least some signboards,” Iqra University Registrar Dr Aqif. “We said that we would bear all the expenses and only needed the permission.” The last application was submitted to Jamshed Town Nazim Arif Ajakia after Nadia’s death. 


This is the first time in seven years that a student has died in such a way, Aqif said, adding that the campus was cognizant of the fact that the road was dangerous nonetheless.


CDGK DO Works and Services Amanullah Chachar told Daily Times that the city government had not received any such applications from Iqra University. However, one month earlier the CDGK received an application asking for an accessway from the expressway which was being considered by the traffic bureau. As the road is an expressway there is no permission to build speed breakers on it as they could cause more damage. “This area is not suitable for a pedestrian bridge either but we could consider it along with cat eyes and signboards.”


The city government is rebuilding a fence in between the two carriageways of the expressway after which it will not be possible for people to cross it. On Thursday, after the incident, classes were suspended at Iqra. Most of the students gathered at JPMC. The university is refunding her tuition fees. Nadia was buried in Chakra Goth graveyard after Friday prayers.

(By Abbas Naqvi, Daily Times-B1, 08/04/2007)

Signal-free corridors

THE signal-free corridor from Karachi’s Sharea Faisal to Nazimabad does offer quick access to the motorists between these areas, however the question is to assess what percentage of the city’s commuters can be benefited by this development at the cost of Rs3 billion, and whether this amount, if utilised in implementing a part of the Mass Transit Corridors, could offer better result in reducing the present woes of the citizens.


There are some opinions that the funds spent on several projects such as the Lyari bypass, Northern bypass and the University Road flyover, if utilised in implementing the approved Mass Transit Project, the structures of two highest priority corridors could have been completed, permitting BOT companies to operate LRT trains on them, offering far more benefit to the city’s suffering people.


As far as the carriage of freight to and from the Karachi Port is concerned, the century-old railway scheme for adding two more tracks from the KPT to Pipri, for which even land is available, would be amply sufficient to allow almost all the freight traffic to be carried by rail, thus considerably releasing the traffic congestion on Karachi roads caused by trucks, besides ending all the present losses to the Pakistan Railways, offering huge savings of oil, decrease in environmental pollution and accidental deaths on roads.


The prime minister and the Planning Commission are requested to look into this important aspect to save the suffering people of Karachi and losses to the national economy worth billions of dollars yearly.

S.M.H. RIZVI

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 09/04/2007)
Public transport system getting bad to worse

KARACHI, April 8: Karachi, the largest city called ‘revenue engine’ of Pakistan, has been facing traffic mess since decades but despite hue and cry being raised by Karachiites and a constant coverage by media to highlight the issue, the situation continues to turn from bad to worse with every passing day. The reason seems to be the wrong approach towards the issue and lack of political will in those at the helm of the affairs to resolve it.

Before the introduction of privatisation and deregularisation policies, the city had a perfect public transport system comprising the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) and the Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC) both catering to the transport needs of the metropolis.


The KTC had dozens of bus depots and workshops to operate and maintain a fleet of thousands of buses, besides training facilities for its drivers, mechanics and other personnel. The KCR had also been operating a sufficient number of trains for the convenience of millions of travelers.


Both the valuable and essential services have since been wound up and this has now created a crisis-like situation in the transport sector. Critics say that the decision to wind up these services had been taken on the dictates of certain international lending agencies which wanted to promote privatisation. The outcome happened to be the prevailing chaos in public transport sector, which is now in control of private transport operators. People have fully realised now that the enormous problems they were faced with and the unending sufferings they were enduring are the result of the privatisation policy.


Karachiites believe that the aim of the global privatisation policy is to close down all state-run and people-friendly services, including essential social services, in the third world countries.

There is a dire need of change of vision of our policymakers in this regard. The public transport sector is regarded as an essential public welfare service which cannot be considered a commercial sector to earn high profits. If the state is no more willing to finance the public transport system, it must play its role in regulating the sector with the aim of protecting the rights of commuters.


In Karachi, like other cities of the country, the private sector enjoys freehand to operate public transport means to make profits and the result of this approach is quite evident – overcrowded, jam-packed, old, shabby, smoke-emitting vehicles in much less than the required number — while the KCR having been rendered almost inoperative.


In Karachi, according to government sources, some 45 passengers vie for a single seat in a bus but the private transport operators would not add more vehicles to their fleets as per the demand.


Resultantly, passengers are seen traveling on roofs of crowded buses and minibuses. This is a pathetic picture of an urban city that once had a modern tram service.


The provincial and city government bosses are still trying to persuade the private sector to introduce fleets of environment-friendly CNG vehicles but they have failed to understand why the shrewd businessmen should make heavy investments in this venture when they already have a windfall even with their junk fleets of buses and minibuses.

The very decision to hand over this vital and sensitive public welfare sector to profit-hungry businessmen has proved wrong and our policymakers would have to reconsider it.

If the government is really interested in improving public transport sector in Karachi, it must change its vision vis-à-vis interests and rights of citizens.

Without a strong political will, no visible and meaningful change could be brought about.

(Dawn-15, 09/04/2007)

Japanese rescue package for KCR possible

Pakistan Railways hopes loan will replace municipal bond

Pakistan Railways has abandoned its plans of floating a municipal bond through an investment consortium for the phase-wise resurrection of the much neglected and forgotten Karachi Circular Railway (KCR). 

Instead, it has been pursuing the government for securing a $872 million loan from the Japanese government, this correspondent was told. 
It is believed that double-digit interest rates have forced the tripartite arrangement, having Pakistan Railways on the driving seat, to drop the initial plan of establishing an investment consortium for resurrecting the KCR on 55-kilometer long tracks as a viable travel mode within the city.


The investment consortium, comprising Global Securities, AKD Securities, and the Pak-Kuwait Investment Company, was assigned the task of floating municipal bonds worth Rs3.5 billion in 18 months. This has not happened. 


Failure to launch the municipal bond has greatly delayed the project and if the Japanese loan is not secured promptly the KCR might be derailed,î feared another official. A top railway official also disclosed that the much ambitious KCR revival project, despite being in first stage, has seen mixed fortunes. 

Things improved lately when the Economic Affairs Division earlier this month wrote to Government of Japan for arranging a loan almost akin to a grant by virtue of its 0.4 percent markup rate, that too with 10 years grace period. 


Though the sources describe this move as significant but there are a few skeptics as well. There are those who argue that the KCR no longer fits in the larger picture. 

‘Look at the cityís development projects and tell me where it fits into the grand scheme of things,’ said the same official. 

‘We are still skeptical about the future of the KCRís revival project and fear its imminent derailment if the required loan is not be provided in time.’


Launched two years ago, the KCR revival project was virtually sidelined for the past 8 months largely because of the non-availability of funds for the launch of the projectís second phase, which requires revival of abandoned railway tracks from Drigh Colony to Karachi University and onward to Manghopir and Lyari. 

The KCR or local train service went off the tracks due to heavy loss on the part of Pakistan Railways in 1997. However, its failure has come at a price. Chaotic and often subhuman conditions seen on the cityís bus services have forced people to using their own means of transport. 
This has led the vehicular traffic numbers rising manifold. Efforts to revive the KCR have led to the commissioning of a feasibility study by the Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO). The study commenced in October 2005 and its report was presented in March, 2006. The report has recommended the revival of KCR as a viable project at a cost of $872 million with an internal rate of return of 12 percent. 
Earlier it was conceived to be run by the Karachi Urban Transport System, a body yet to be properly established. 

Amidst the fanfare of sprouting flyovers all over the city, the tripartite arrangement, which includes Pakistan Railways, Sindh Government and City District Government Karachi, failed to pursue the KCR revival project as a top priority. The project is still languishing in its first stage, which saw resumption of local train services on three different routes in March 2005.

The revival of KCR was given an impetus at this launch when Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz inaugurated the railroad between Karachi Cantonment and Dhabeji. Though initially the KCR was conceived to be run under Karachi Urban Transport System but Pakistan Railways has been assigned the task of making it operational. 

The KCR comprises of 29.2 kilometers of dedicated tracks which need restoration, besides 24 kilometers of main tracks. 


Originally the KCR track involved 29 level crossings, which have now been reduced to 23 due to construction of overhead bridges by the government of Sindh, says CDGK document. 

In the second phase of the KCR revival project, the authorities would revive the 29.32 kilometer long abandoned KCR loop from Drigh Colony to Port Trust Hall. ìOnce done with the first phase, we are supposed to add two dedicated KCR tracks from Karachi City to Drigh Colony,î apprised the KCR official.


Interestingly the railway authorities have plans to connect the airport to the planned KCR by laying out 6 kilometers underground tracks very much on the pattern of the Delhi Metro. 

We are also working on the interval between two trains (known as headway) to win commuters, an official said. Headway in Tehran is 5 minutes whereas Delhi offers metro train at 6 minutes interval.
We are now carrying about 4000 commuters a day but once fully revived the KCR would carry 10,000 commuters in an hour while gradually serving up to 15-20,000 commuters,î the KCR official claimed.


In all this, the promise of Japanese help have revived interest in a larger mass transit system in the city, where countless commuters suffer from the present outdated and inefficient bus system which has been kept alive by a number of vested interests at the cost of the public interest. 

(By Asadullah, The News-13, 10/04/2007)

An Elevated hazard

If the City District Government of Karachi is to be believed, the planned Karachi Elevated Expressway, to be built in the city's busy business district, will be the best thing to happen for the country's commercial capital. However, the project has earned the severe disapproval of a wide array of architects, environmentalists, engineers and a section of civil society. Their views, expressed at a public hearing organised by the provincial environmental protection department last week, make eminent sense given that the planned project will see an elevated expressway running along Karachi's primary thoroughfare -- Sharea Faisal -- for 25 kilometres, connecting the central business district with the city's outskirts, to the north of its airport. Not only will its construction cause massive disruption to the city's traffic system -- already close to a mess on any given day -- it will be an environmental nightmare and an aesthetic monstrosity. Besides, the choice of an elevated expressway seems a bit odd since the trend all over the world nowadays seems to rely on relatively more environmentally-friendly approaches such as building a subway or improving the whole system of traffic by greater monitoring and regulation of private vehicles and introduction of alternative forms of transport. In fact, the planned route of this particular project is such that it will mar the view of many of the city's major buildings and neighbourhoods, since many lie on or straddle Sharea Faisal.


If the project does go ahead, it also involves several private sector organisations, including some of the city's leading hotels, parting with some of their land (presumably in exchange for compensation). However, and understandably so, the hotel owners have already objected to the project, saying that the last thing their guests needed was to see a massive concrete structure blocking the view from their room's window. One primary argument being used by the backers of the elevated expressway is that it will bring in foreign investment and presumably the government will not be paying much out of its pocket to fund it. However, this approach by the federal and provincial governments in Pakistan needs to be modified because projects should not be blindly built just because they bring in large amounts of foreign investment. Instead, the environmental and long-term effects of these projects should also be considered when such decisions are made, particularly the views and opinions of all stakeholders, especially those who are to be directly affected by a project's construction and eventual completion. Not only that, in this particular instance, once built, the expressway will charge tolls for use so to say that there will be no cost to the general public is entirely misleading.


As for the environmental impact, the CDGK is almost dismissive of such concerns. Its version of the public hearing, which is available on its website, suggests that a decision has already been made to disregard the concerns expressed by civil society to the project with the hearing portrayed as one where it was successfully shown that the expressway would have no adverse environmental impact. Surely, such a stance does not help and only reveals that the CDGK considers the whole process of conducting an environmental-impact assessment (as required by law and pending whose approval no construction can begin) of the project as nothing more than a formality. Also, the project shows a distinct lack of priorities in that the city does not have a fully functioning solid waste management and garbage collection system and its government has ambitions to make an elevated expressway stretching some 25 kilometres. More consideration needs to be given to all those who have disapproved of this idea. It would be better if Sharea Faisal was left alone and if at all such an expressway, linking the city's port with the highways to its north, is to be built, then there are other routes which will cause less social, environmental and aesthetic harm. Also, alternatives such as making the Karachi Circular Rail functional, exploring other rail options and the much-needed streamlining of the overall system of traffic management need to be considered before any hasty decision is made.

(The News-7, 10/04/2007)

Funding for KCR’s revival

Newly appointed representative of Japan Bank of International Cooperation in Pakistan, called Sindh Chief Secretary Shakeel Durrani to his office on Tuesday, and offered financial assistance for the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR).

During the meeting, the Japanese bank official said their institution, along with the government, were willing to extend financial cooperation of several hundred million dollars for the revival of KCR, in order to improve transport facilities in the mega city of Pakistan.


The total estimated cost of KCR revival is around 850 million dollars, of which 85 percent will be borne by the Japanese government, while the remaining 15 percent will be borne by the government of Pakistan.


Sindh CS thanked the visiting delegation for their offer and assured them of reviewing the offer on behalf of Sindh government at the earliest.


Additional Chief Secretary Nazar Hussain Mahar, Sindh Secretary Transport Nasir Hayat and the outgoing representative of Japan Bank of International Cooperation were also present at the meeting.

Meanwhile, Sindh CS Shakeel Durrani directed Sindh Secretary Education, Sabhago Khan Jatoi to probe into the case of a clerk of education department Shahid Najmi who was under suspension for over two and half years and died last month in a traffic accident. The CS called for looking an inquiry after the deceased clerk’s wife and daughter lodged a complaint. The report is to be furnished within a week.

(The News-13, 11/04/2007)

Chundrigar Road alternate precarious

The reconstruction of the important road, I.I. Chundrigar, is in progress these days. Meanwhile, the alternate road’s (Dr Ziauddin Ahmed) carpeting is in a precarious condition. The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) is not responding to the reminders of State Bank Steering committee.

Informed sources told The News that the sewerage pipeline at Dr Ziauddin Ahmed road, opposite SM Law college, has been laid down but the road is full of mud and sand. However, the contractor’s work is complete.


Now the city government has to conduct the re-carpeting of the road. They have been requested to start this work but no evidence of it is in sight. Moreover, commuters and citizens are facing serious hardships and air pollution is worsening the situation. 


If Dr Ziauddin Ahmed road is not carpeted then the alternate route will fail to serve its purpose. The shopkeepers and officials at this road have appealed to the city nazim for the road to be carpeted as early as possible. People on board public transport and commuters face hardships on this road, as they are forced to change the route without prior notice.


Sources reported that the health department staff has returned after Easter holidays, therefore, the work of cleaning nullahs (gutters) will be resumed. Once mud has been filled in these sewerage nullahs, the road will be fit for use again. 

It is worth mentioning that in the beginning developmental work on I.I. Chundrigar was termed ‘beautification.’ Now this process is called ‘reconstruction’.

Sources said that at present, the funds collected are sufficient for the reconstruction of the road. The plan for its beautification will be considered after the road is carpeted.


During the reconstruction process, costs of cement and pipes have also increased, creating additional problems. However, all these issues will be considered.


The State Bank governor at a press conference said, Rs220 million has been collected for the reconstruction of this road and this project will be completed in four months.

It has been decided that public transport will not be allowed on this road. In addition, no alternate route has been provided by the traffic police and the city government, commuters are left with no choice but to walk or violate traffic regulations.

The business centre near Shaheen complex and newspaper offices are eagerly awaiting the beginning of the proposed work, while the city government has chalked out additional plans of erecting three pedestrian bridges along I.I. Chundrigar.

(The News-19, 11/04/2007)

Harassment of people by the traffic police

The lifting of motorcycles in Saddar Town has recently increased and is causing a number of problems for visitors and those who work in the area. Several concerned officials are accused of misusing authority and conducting illegal practices aimed at making money.


“In one month alone, my motorcycle was lifted four times,” lamented Sadat who is a recovery officer for United Bank Limited on I.I. Chundrigar Road. He added, “After my bike was lifted for the fourth time in the same month, I was compelled to park it far away from my office and now I have to walk a good distance from my office to get to it.”


Sadat who called The News, stated that he has been working there for quite a long time but recently the lifting of motorcycles has increased, causing immense problems for the motorcyclists on Chundrigar Road.


A visit to the traffic section of Pakistan Chowk revealed that plain clothes policemen bargain after motorcycles are lifted and there is no fixed amount of challan. They charge a minimum of Rs100 as lifting charges foror motorcycles and Rs200 for cars despite the fact that the Sindh government has kept a fine of Rs50 for motorcycles and Rs100 for cars. Thus they are charging twice as much as prescribed by the government. This is clearly illegal because they do not keep a record of the penalties and fines. In addition to this, they do not issue receipts to motorcyclists. One wonders whether the practice is being conducted to discourage traffic violations or to make maximum amount of money through this exercise. 


Raja Rashid whose office is at I.I.Chundrigar road said his motorcycle has been lifted four times in the last two months. He used his influence to get it back on a couple of occasions and had to pay just once. He said that a man in plain clothes warned him that if he didn’t pay him Rs10 his motorcycle would be taken away. “A couple of months ago my motorcycle was lifted from near Shaheen Complex intersection I tried to stop them but they took it away,” Rashid said, adding, “On other occasion my motorcycle was lifted from Zainab Market and the from near Pizza Hut on I.I.Chundrigar Road.” He added that he was asked to pay Rs100 as challan and Rs50 for the lifting but he was able to get away with paying only Rs50.


DIG Traffic, Mr Faluk Khursheed on February 14, 2006, issued a press statement according to which motorcycles in the jurisdiction of any traffic section of Saddar town would not be lifted. The decision was a response to the complaints that traffic police was misusing its authority and they were taking even those bikes that were properly parked in the allotted parking spaces. 


Complainants questioned the authority of lifters who are not even in uniform. One alleged that a few people who are running private parking spaces have formed a monopoly with the traffic police and they have to pay the police, either at the parking place or at the concerned traffic section where their vehicles are taken.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 11/04/2007)

Karachi elevated expressway

THE choice for the people of Karachi between an elevated expressway and the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) is not merely one between two modes of alleviating the noise, congestion and pollution at present experienced on the roads of Karachi, but is more importantly a choice between two opposing lifestyles. (‘A flawed project’, editorial, April 8)

The elevated expressway option is based on the American experience where people continue to travel wastefully in expensive private cars that require ever-increasing volumes of fuel to operate, as traffic jams add to travel time.

The import of cars and of the fuel required to power them will be a constantly escalating burden on the country’s dwindling foreign reserves. And how many more expressways and freeways will Karachi need to keep pace with the growing vehicular population? They will never be enough, as witnessed in Los Angeles where despite marvels of highway engineering people still spend hours stuck in traffic jams.


How many trees will we cut and how many grassy areas will we pave for the sake of the motorcar? Is the luxury of travelling individually in private cars greater than the need for clean unpolluted air, trees and grassy expanses? No, decidedly not.


The urban railway such as the KCR is the better option, and is the preferred mode in Europe and Asia. It is clean, efficient and economical. Moreover, the KCR already exists in the city, and can rapidly evolve as the ideal environment-friendly solution to the city’s transport problems.


Opposition to the KCR seems to come from the land mafia eyeing the prized land over which the KCR network at present lies, and from the automobile sector which sees it as a threat to their business interests.

But the masses come first and foremost, and it is their convenience and comfort that should take precedence over all other considerations.

ASAD SIDDIQI, Lahore

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 12/04/2007)
Traffic mess in Site Town
KARACHI, April 11: Traffic jam was witnessed on different routes in Site due to failure of signal system at Habib Bank intersection on Wednesday morning. Long queues of vehicles were stranded on Manghopir Road, Shershah Road and Nazimabad Road, as traffic signals at the main Habib Bank Chowrangi were switched off.


Though traffic police personnel were trying to regulate the flow of vehicles, both the portions of Nazimabad Road remained blocked. Traffic between Banaras and Hassan Square also remained suspended.

A traffic police official, when asked, said the problem at the main intersection was created due to the unannounced load-shedding. “Had the KESC notified the load-shedding schedule we would have arranged additional staff,” he added.


Garden Road and Aga Khan Road also remained blocked and the traffic was diverted towards Soldier Bazaar. It was said that a dug-up portion of the Aga Khan Road near Makki Masjid caused traffic congestion.

(Dawn-18, 12/04/2007)

The Karachi Elevated Expressway
By Arif Hasan

THE Karachi City Government has decided to build an elevated expressway, called the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad. The Expressway will pass over Moulvi Tamizzuddin Road, Club Road and Sharea Faisal. is to relieve congestion on Sharea Faisal and provide a fast link between Karachi Port and Port Qasim for port related traffic. The narrowest section of the corridor through which the KEE will pass is from the PIDC to Napier Barracks. This stretch is Karachi’s potential tourist area and contains its main five star hotels, Gymkhana Club, Sindh Club, Quaid-e-Azam Museum and Napier Barracks (which are heritage buildings). Frere Hall is also in close proximity. In this stretch the KEE will cover almost the entire road width.


As required under law an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been carried out by consultants hired by the proponent. The EIA findings are that the adverse affects of the KEE are minor and can be mitigated. At a public hearing on the EIA citizens and professional bodies expressed serious concerns on the concept and design details of the KEE. However, the design details and the financial feasibility are of secondary importance. It is the concept of an elevated expressway through the most prestigious corridor in Karachi that needs to be questioned.

The EIA has stated that elevated expressways in other countries have solved traffic problems similar to the ones faced by Sharea Faisal and that there is no other solution to these problems apart from constructing the KEE.


This view conflicts sharply with a large body of technical and academic literature on transport engineering and with the experience of a number of cities that have constructed elevated expressways through their city centres. Bangkok, Manila, Tehran, Cairo and Dubai have all constructed scores of kilometres of expressways. These expressways have not solved traffic problems and traffic conditions in these cities are far worse than Karachi. Dubai, which is nearest to us in geographical terms, is grid-locked for six to eight hours a day.


No country in the developed world today would ever dream of building an expressway to their city centres because of the environmental and aesthetic degradation that they cause. As a matter of fact, San Francisco, New York, Boston, Seoul and Paris have actually demolished their expressways and turned them into public space or housing.


This demolition has relieved traffic congestion because it has been accompanied by better traffic management, the development of a larger traffic and transportation plan, segregation of local and thorough traffic and/or the building of segregated bus ways which have supported people opting for taking the bus rather than using a car.

In our case none of these alternatives have been explored and nor is the KEE a part of a larger traffic and transportation plan. This was recognised by the consultants during the public hearing.

There are also financial issues that have not been seriously studied.

The investment by a foreign company for the KEE is to be recovered by a toll on vehicles using the KEE. At the hearing we were informed that the traffic volume on Sharea Faisal that would use the KEE was not sufficient for the company to recover their investment.


As such, it has been decided to divert all port related traffic onto the KEE in spite of the fact that other options such as the very feasible routes of the Southern and Northern Bypasses are available.


So we will now have trucks, container vehicles and tankers plying overhead the Sharea Faisal in addition to encroachment on urban space and the denial of sun light in the narrower confines of our most prestigious corridor. Again, this decision conflicts with experience for cities like Bangkok, Seoul and Manila are trying to limit or ban heavy traffic on their inner city expressways. Boston has demolished the expressway carrying heavy traffic and in Riyadh the pollution of the expressway passing through the city was so heavy that they decided to vacate the areas on either side of it and forest them. In addition, the Institute of Architects Pakistan (IAP) has pointed out that for an average toll of Rs 20 per vehicle, 143,835 vehicles per day would be required to use the expressway. Where they will come from is not known.


The building of the KEE is an ad-hoc and ill-informed decision. It is the expressed desire of the city government to turn Karachi into a “world class city”. The building of the expressway will certainly not help in achieving this objective.

(By Arif Hasan, Dawn-17, 12/04/2007)
Avoid these 18 black spots if you want to stay alive: study

KARACHI: Eighteen black spots have been identified in the city in the past six months in a study that examined the trends emerging from 15,000 reported road accidents out of which 387 died. The data also shows that 90 percent of the victims are males and the rest females.

According to sources, the study has been sent to the governor who has reportedly said he will visit these spots in a bid to find a solution to the problem.

The research was conducted by the Road Traffic Injury Research and Prevention Centre that had collected six months’ of data of accidents reported in five selected trauma centers of Karachi i.e. Civil Hospital Karachi, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, Aga Khan University Hospital, Liaquat National Hospital and Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. 


The black spots are Baloch Colony, FTC, Numaish Intersection, Jama Cloth Intersection, Korangi Road, Ghani Chowrangi, Haroonabad, Mauripur Road, Lyari Railway Station and TCF School, Crown Cinema and Wazir Mansion, Gulbai Intersection, Korangi Industrial Area Road, Northern Bypass and Hub River Road, Matric Board Office Intersection, Shaheed-e-Millat Expressway, Five Star Chowrangi and the Mai Kolachi Bypass. 


Furthermore, Shahrah-e-Faisal and MA Jinnah Road are roads with the highest number of accidents, and the National Highway, Super Highway, Site Avenue, Mauripur Road and Chaudhry Fazal Ilahi Road are roads with the second highest number of accidents. Townwise, the report shows, the highest number of accidents take place in Saddar Town, while Jamshed and North Nazimabad towns are also bad. Landhi Town has the least number of accidents.


“The data collected so far shows that the maximum number of cases are reported at the JPMC while the minimum report to AKU,” Syed Ameer Hussain, programme manager of the center, told Daily Times. He said that the reasons that the JPMC and the CHK have the largest number of victims were that they are the largest government hospitals in Karachi and have the maximum facilities for road traffic accident victims. Another factor, he said, is that they were located in the center of the city. 


“We have not only collected data related to accidents, we have also identified hazardous locations, analysed problems and proposed remedial measures,” Hussain said, explaining the purpose of the research. Talking about the methods of research used, he said that the Karachi Guide Map, published by the Survey of Pakistan, was used. They used the names of the roads as were given in the map. 


“Around 87 percent of the accidents take place between carriageways while only 13 percent occur at intersections,” he said. “Among vehicles, motorbikes occupy 52 percent of the vehicles that are involved in most accidents, followed by cars and public transport while dumpers, bicycles, trucks, taxis, rickshaws, trailers and loading pickups make up the rest. Though, dumpers and trucks constitute a small percentage, their severity is high.” 


The research also revealed that only around 10 percent of motorbike riders wore helmets. It also shows that bike riders are most vulnerable to accidents on MA Jinnah Road and Shahrah-e-Faisal, while Mauripur Road, Site Avenue and Shahrah-e-Sher Shah Suri are high-risk zones for pedestrians.

According to the report, on Super and National highways, passengers are more involved in accidents due to the fact that intercity passenger buses operate on these roads. “The drivers of intercity buses are usually involved in over-speeding and rash driving due to which they cause accidents. Speed of intercity buses should be monitored on highway and speed limit should be strictly enforced,” Hussain suggested. 


The report says that the number of people who expired due to road accidents was 387. Most of those involved in accidents are from the age group between 22 to 26 years and about 68.4 percent of all people involved are either 30 years of age or below it. The age group between 21 to 25 years and 26 to 30 years has the highest number of fatalities while the age group between 61 to 65 years has the lowest.


“The six-month data was submitted to the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) almost a month ago, but as yet, they have not taken any tangible action regarding road safety,” he said, adding that the government had started working on it, but the progress was slow.

Black spot or black hole?
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Expiry rate

Pedestrians: 4.25%

Passengers: 3.67%

Drivers: 3.5%

Riders: 1.3%


Number of deaths

Total: 352

Motorbikes: 129

Public transport: 73

Cars: 42

(By Farhan Ahmed, Daily Times-B1, 12/04/2007)

Traffic jams on various roads

KARACHI, April 12: Sharea Faisal and the roads in the adjoining area witnessed a massive traffic jam due to a rally brought out by a political party from Quaidabad to Karachi Press Club. Traffic jams also occurred on many roads in Saddar and adjoining localities for several hours.

Ambulances were also stuck in the traffic mess, while many vehicles ran out of fuel, which further contributed to the problem. According to Madadgar-15, no report of any untoward incident has been received.

(Dawn-17, 13/04/2007)

...in a rally that causes seven-hour traffic jam


KARACHI: People were unable to move their cars for hours on Sharah-e-Faisal as traffic was suspended after noon hundreds of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) workers entered the city in a grand march that started in Sukkur on March 18.


The JSQM workers on foot and those in trucks, pickups and buses, did not allow other vehicles to pass through. The worst affected were patients in ambulances. Eventually, fuel tanks depleted, and the fuel-less cars worsened the situation - especially at Natha Khan Bridge, and near the Regent Plaza Hotel.


The police were removed from most of the intersections at Sharah-e-Faisal to let the rally participants move freely. Many people tried to take diversions through Saddar, which caused jams on Sharah-e-Liaquat, Preedy Street, Zaibunnisa Road, Abdullah Haroon Road, Bohri Bazaar, and more.


The surrounding roads of press club, including Aiwan-e-Saddar, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, were also jammed till late evening.


The traffic police had not prepared a plan. The rally took more than seven hours to cross the one of the busiest and important thoroughfares from Quaidabad to Hotel Metropole and its adjacent arteries. The rally, which reached Quaidabad at noon reached the Karachi Press Club at around 7:00 p.m. 

DIG Traffic Falak Khursheed told Daily Times that they had run information on different TV channels Thursday morning. However, it appears that most commuters had left for work by that time. He mentioned that they had planned to allow the movement of the rally on the right track of Shahrah-e-Faisal from the airport to Metropole which had been the responsibility of the Operations police. 


DIG Operations Mushtaq Shah said they had talked to the organizers of the rally to use one track but due to the huge turnout it was the difficult to manage.

(Daily Times-B1, 13/04/2007)

Multiple rallies cause traffic chaos
KARACHI, April 13: Worst kind of traffic jams were witnessed on different roads of the metropolis due to political rallies and various lawyers’ processions on Friday. M.A. Jinnah Road remained blocked from 10am to 12.30pm due to the procession of Karachi Bar Association, which marched from the City Courts to Quaid-i-Azam’s mausoleum. Another procession was taken out from Sindh High Court, which caused traffic blockade at Sir Hidayatullah Road and Shahrah-i-Liaquat.


Alliance for Restoration of Democracy (ARD) also held a rally at M.R. Kyani Road in the evening. Various processions from different towns of the city arrived to participate in the rally, which caused traffic problems on Shahrah-i-Liaquat, Court Road, Din Mohammad Wafai Road, Fawara Chowk, and Sarwar Shaheed Road.

The worst affected were Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, I.I. Chundrigar Road and Aiwan-i-Sadr Road. Traffic was also blocked on roads leading to Clifton and Lyari, as the rally of Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarian came to M.R. Kyani Road via Bilawal House.


Commuters faced hardships in reaching home as the traffic moved at a snail’s pace. All the link roads connecting to M.A. Jinnah Road, I.I Chundrigar Road and Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road remained blocked for hours. The traffic signals at Shaheen Complex were not functioning and the traffic police were trying to regulate traffic manually.

(Dawn-17, 14/04/2007)

Traffic jams frustrate for second consecutive day

City commuters faced hours-long traffic jam on major thoroughfares - M.A. Jinnah Road, I.I. Chundrigar Road and Sharea Faisal - on Friday where bumper-to-bumper traffic blocked the movement of citizens going to home, workplace or other destinations. 


Many children started crying in the scorching heat, while some aged people felt dizziness in the traffic congestion. The snarl-up had occurred owing to the rallies brought out by opposition parties and lawyers. 

The main affected arteries were I.I. Chundrigar Road, M.A. Jinnah Road, Abdullah Haroon Road and Sharea Faisal, whereas their adjoining roads and streets were also choked because of the traffic jam. The traffic jam further worsened in the peak evening hours, making it difficult for people to reach home. 


Many ambulances also got stuck in the traffic jam. Government vehicles carrying officials and important personalities also got stuck up in the traffic mess. Lingering traffic jams on busy roads of the city during morning and evening rush hours have become a routine owing to lack of planning by the traffic authorities and the city administration.. 


Following closure of I.I. Chundrigar Road, a contra-flow bus lane has been provided on M.A. Jinnah Road from Tower to Talpur Road intersection. Public transport vehicles operating on M.A. Jinnah Road and having a terminus at Tower have to proceed to the KPT Bridge and then go back towards Tower, and then follow the contra-flow bus lane on M.A. Jinnah Road from Tower to Talpur Road intersection. 

The creation of contra-flow on M.A. Jinnah Road has created a traffic muddle on the road. It may be mentioned here that when this portion was one-way, it faced traffic jams all the time. 

According to traffic experts, negligence by traffic police, increasing number of encroachments, absence of traffic signs and lane markings and lack of road safety education are major reasons for traffic accidents and congestion. 


Saddat, who stuck up in the traffic mess on I.I. Chundrigar Road, said: “What the political parties want to show by blocking major thoroughfares and causing immense hardships to the citizens”. 


Shahista, working in a private bank, said that she had been sitting in the car for one hour at I.I. Chundrigar Road while she was in a hurry to get home and take her mother to doctor for check-up. 


Another commuter, Ehtasham, said: “Here people have no road sense, they don’t know traffic rules but our police department issues them licences”. He said the government should take this protest issue seriously, as it was the second day when the city plunged into traffic mess. “Why the government did not allocate a place for holding protests, why they (protesters) cause hardships to the citizens and where the traffic cops go when the roads witness traffic mess?” he asked.


CCPO Karachi Azhar Ali Farooqi said that traffic mess was witnessed due to protest rallies by political parties and asked why they (protesters) did not hold demos at public gathering places or why they did not convey their message through electronic and print media.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-14, 14/04/2007)

Solutions to urban traffic mess

Big cities all over the world experience traffic jams so it's not exactly unexpected of a large city like Karachi or Lahore to have traffic congestion. However, the difference between big cities in civilised societies and those in a country like Pakistan is that traffic authorities tasked with regulating traffic and municipal and local governments that oversee all of this at least use long-term planning to reduce the congestion. The reason for this is simple and straightforward but apparently lost on policy -- and decision-makers in this country: that citizens pay taxes for a reason, which is that governments in return use these tax funds on projects that improve the quality of life of citizens. It is astonishing that governments in Pakistan -- federal, provincial and now local as well -- don't seem to care too much in this regard when it comes to utilizing tax rupees. A good example of this callous indifference can be seen from the traffic situation prevailing of late in Karachi.


In recent days, the city was hit by two terrible traffic jams. Though these were both precipitated by rallies that for some inexplicable reason were held during rush hour and in an area which has several key roads that are used by those commuting from the central business district to their homes in the outer districts, the management of the traffic congestion was abysmal. The result was that thousands of commuters remained stuck in these jams for several hours. Things would have been a bit different, had there been better planning on that day and had the print and electronic media (especially FM radio) been used in advance by the traffic and city authorities to ask motorists to take alternative routes. Of course, a large part of the blame -- be it a traffic jam in Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi or any other big city -- rests with the general public, many of whom break traffic rules with impunity and in the process exacerbate the mess. The traffic situation, however, is so bad that on any given day -- and with no external disturbance in the form of a protest rally and so on -- travelling on city roads has become a nightmare of sorts. In most instances there is no method to the madness, with traffic personnel either helpless in enforcing their authority or not in enough numbers to make any difference. Other times, they are posted only to regulate traffic flow smoothly to let a VIP motorcade pass and once that job is done they disappear from the scene leaving the traffic to its own devices. And when all this is highlighted in the press, the traffic police, instead of learning a thing or two from this criticism, blames the media for exaggerating a situation which it claims is not all that bad for a city the size of Karachi. 


As for solutions, governments seem to think that this lies in widening roads (which invariably involves chopping down hundreds of trees), building more flyovers, underpasses and now an elevated expressway. But they forget that essentially the traffic on these widened roads and fancy underpasses/flyovers is as unruly and unchecked as before so there really isn't going to be much of a difference. In fact, if anything, widening existing roads, assuming that motorists and motorcyclists are going about their ways as rashly as ever only means more accidents. Instead of busying themselves with harassing motorists and motorcyclists, the traffic police personnel need to go about with some degree of seriousness in enforcing traffic rules and regulations. The government needs to stringently review and monitor the whole process through which licences are issued to motorists, in particular to minibus and coach drivers. The fitness certificates of these vehicles should be issued on merit and not on receipt of a bribe as is currently the norm. In addition to this, tried and tested concepts such as encouraging car pooling, introduction of large CNG buses (some have been introduced but many more need to be inducted) with corresponding incentives to motorists to use them instead of bringing their vehicles to work should be considered.

(The News-7, 15/04/2007)

Express and elevated

THE article on the proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) by Mr Ardeshir Cowasjee (April 8) is well researched, like most of his articles. Your editorial that day, ‘A flawed project’ is on the same subject.

Like the KPT’s underpass at Clifton Cross, this project is bound to arouse interest among Karachiites, being another ‘first in the market’ product. It is interesting to note that while dozens of letters were written on the Clifton Cross Underpass during its construction, not a single letter appeared on the two underpasses constructed just after the Clifton Cross at Gharibabad and Liaquatabad.


All three underpasses are being utilised to the fullest and I, like many, enjoy them every time I pass under them. Surely we will read many good ideas from great people on the Karachi Elevated Expressway and one sincerely hopes that our authorities will exercise their joint wisdom to select the best option.


According to the article, KEE will have to acquire 15 acres of land from Pakistan Railways, KPT, Qasre Naz, State Guest House, FTC, Pearl Continental Hotel, Metropole Hotel, Avari Hotel, Regent Plaza Hotel, Karachi Gymkhana, Aisha Bawany School, Nargis Cinema, in addition to the encroachment of 1,337 square meters on the Christian Cemetery. The Archbishop of Karachi has already filed a petition against it. Continuing, the article states that it will create air and noise pollution, denial of sunlight, loss of urban space and social alienation.


In addition to listing similar issues, the editorial states that it will result in cutting of hundred of existing trees and will take about three years to complete, thereby causing traffic chaos on Sharea Faisal. These are genuine concerns and the consequences listed are grave and real.
I am no expert or specialist on the subject. However, I was wondering what if we construct the Karachi Elevated Expressway on top of the existing Pakistan Railway tracks with same starting and finishing points. To cater for a future mass transit, a provision for a light train on top of the Elevated Expressway can be provided. Land would still have to be acquired but only from the Pakistan Railways. They have this resource in abundance and that too at all the desired exit and entry locations identified in the project.


In parallel, an oil pipeline can be laid in the Malir river bed all the way to the Superhighway from the National and Pakistan Refineries. Both the refineries are close to the Malir river bed. This pipeline can also be laid without hindering any traffic. It will eliminate oil tanker loading at Shireen Jinnah Colony, ending their to and fro trips from this location.


If our town planners, social planners, architects and officials give this idea a thought and find merit in it, almost all fears listed in the article and the editorial will be addressed amicably. No trees will be cut, no encroachment will be required on the Christian cemetery, traffic chaos will not be created for three years on Sharea Faisal, no sunlight will be denied to our citizens, no air and noise pollution would increase on top of the already polluted roads, and no land procurement would be required from the KPT, Qasre Naz, State Guest House, FTC, Pearl Continental Hotel, Metropole Hotel, Avari Hotel, Regent Plaza Hotel, Karachi Gymkhana, Aisha Bawany School and Nargis Cinema.

The people of Karachi will live peacefully during the three years of feverish construction period and enjoy another first in the city after three years.


S. NAYYAR IQBAL RAZA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 16/04/2007)
The problem with billboards

Billboard regulation has been a concern of mine for some time. They are a blight on our urban landscapes. In previous articles, I have examined billboard regulation from legal and environmental perspectives. But it wasn’t until I examined billboard regulation from a financial perspective that I realised the further implications of the dynamics of this industry.


Last year, I was informed by a very proud officer of the PHA that it had “generated” Rs45 crore in revenue from regulating billboard advertising in Lahore. If this figure is correct, and we can assume that the billboard regulation fee charged and collected by the PHA is somewhere in the region of 10 to 15 per cent of the overall rent paid to billboard owners by advertisers. Then billboard owners earn as much as Rs4.5 billion each year. In Lahore alone!
The PHA is a provincial level authority that regulates the billboard industry in Lahore. There is precious little we know about how this money is spent by the provincial government or whether it is returned to the local governments in which the billboards are physically standing. This is because the PHA has not kept open accounts. The only physical manifestations of the PHA’s expenditures are the large PHA trucks ubiquitously watering the green belts in GOR or the equally ubiquitous news propaganda reporting the many tens of thousands of trees purportedly planted by these busy horticulturalists each monsoon.


It is the town municipal administrations (TMAs) of Lahore that should benefit from the billboard ‘revenues’ collected by the PHA. Consider that the overall income of the Gulberg TMA— one of the nine town municipal administrations of the City District Government of Lahore— for 2005-06 was Rs108.115 million (collected under 14 heads, including the town’s share in the Urban Immovable Property Tax collected from its jurisdiction by the provincial government). If billboard regulation fees were to be divided equally amongst Lahore’s towns, it would result in a 50 per cent increase in the Gulberg TMAs overall annual income. 


The question here is who is better equipped to regulate billboards and, by extension, better entitled to receive these monies? Is it really the domain of the provincial government to lay down the billboard advertising policy for just one city? Or should the task be performed by the locally elected representatives of the areas in which the billboards are standing? Does the provincial government know how to regulate billboards in the Walled City or should this task be decentralised to the nazim of Ravi Town? The answer is fairly obvious; the prevailing practice equally inexplicable. 


The PHA is, however, an anomaly. It is the only provincial level authority in Pakistan which regulates only one thing in one city. Elsewhere, billboards in urban areas are regulated, by virtue of the local government ordinances of 2001, by town municipal administrations. And if Lahore (and this definition does not include the incomes from billboard regulation collected by the Cantonment Board or the DHA) can generate Rs450 million a year in billboard regulation fees, then it isn’t beyond the realm of reason to presume that the fees collected from the billboard industry throughout Pakistan (think of the regulation fees earned in Karachi, Islamabad, Faisalabad and Peshawar and their various cantonment boards and DHAs) is worth over a billion rupees a year.


It’s obvious that billboard advertising is a billion rupee industry for the government. But what of the private sector? What of the billboard owners? What justification do they have for the rents they charge for billboard space (calculated on the basis of square footage, length of time the advertisement will remain displayed and the location of the billboard)? After the initial expenses of identifying a suitable location for a billboard and obtaining the permission of the concerned TMA (or PHA, in the case of Lahore) to erect a billboard, billboard owners must pay for the cost of erecting the billboard. Apart from these set-ups expenses, billboard owners have overhead costs which include the running of an office and the expenses of a staff to run it and periodically replace advertisement skins. The cost of the electricity consumed by billboards is an expense shouldered by the advertiser, not the billboard owners. Do these costs justify these astronomical incomes? On this analysis, the answer is no. There must be something which maintains the status quo.


The strange balance between the incomes and expenditures of billboard owners defies other forms of reasoning as well. It is intuitive logic that the message of a single advertisement is diluted amongst the clutter of other billboard advertising. Anyone who has seen the Liberty Market roundabout in Lahore can testify to this. Why hasn’t the advertising industry reacted to this dilution and made an impact on billboard regulation? Alternatively, how has the billboard industry managed to avoid any regulation by the advertising industry? The answers to these questions have repercussions better suited to an article of their own.


What does the common man get as a result of the current state of the billboard industry and of the government regulation in this sector? The answer is sight pollution, light pollution, the unsustainable consumption of electricity and traffic hazards, not to mention a general sense of clutter and confusion. The upward facing lights which illuminate billboards after sundown especially do not make any sense. At a stage where the country is facing a looming energy crisis, the very concept of illuminated billboards is laughable. There is no argument for illuminated night-time advertising which wins over another advocating the responsible consumption of electricity. Billboards advertise all day long; there is no reason why they should continue advertising once the sun goes down. 


I make these observations in all seriousness. After all, wasn’t it WAPDA that recently floated the idea of a privately observed Saturday holiday just to stave off massive electricity shortages this summer? They are invited to consider the effect of prohibiting billboard illumination in terms of megawatts saved per annum (on average, illuminated billboards use six 500 watt bulbs from five hours a day; one need only calculate the number of illuminated billboards in the country).


In considering the benefits of billboard advertising, if any, one must also factor in the cost of the advertising. The Rs4.5 billion supposedly made by billboard owners each year comes to them from advertisers. Where do these advertisers get this money from? The predominant users of billboard advertising are telecom companies, milk and cola brands and real estate developers. Small wonder, then, that the marketing and advertising budgets in these sectors are as high as 15 per cent. But why should as much as 15 paisas of every Rs1 I spend on a mobile phone call go towards paying my mobile provider’s marketing and advertising costs? Especially when the billboards themselves stand on public land!


There are no two ways about this issue. The current regulatory framework for the billboard advertising industry is insane. There is no justification for it on any level and anyone who thinks otherwise needs to have their head examined. It really is that simple. The billboard industry needs an immediate overhauling.

(The News-6, 16/04/2007)

Number of trains curtailed

Losses blamed for PR’s takeover of KCR

KARACHI, April 16: Owing to huge losses and unsafe conditions Pakistan Railways (PR) took over charge of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR), operated by private sector since March 2005. After the takeover, PR has also cut the number of local trains from 10 to eight.

Sources in PR said that action was taken after a detailed report was submitted by vigilance department, which claims PR bore Rs52.8 million losses during the period between March 2005 and August 2006 in KCR operations.
Private contractor of KCR was also bound to perform maintenance of coaches, but the condition of coaches has gone from bad to worse during two years, as not a single rupee was spent on maintenance of coaches.
The report claimed that Rs30 million is the yearly operational cost of KCR operations, but one-year contract was awarded to M/s Mass Transit on March 2005 against Rs3.6 million and again on March 2006 one-year contract was awarded to M/s C Gram against Rs4.7 million.
The report also advised PR authorities to hold an inquiry to gauge the facts, because PR officials were allegedly involved in causing losses to the government for two years.


However PR authorities directed its Karachi Division office to take charge of KCR operations. The new contract will not be awarded to anyone till further orders. The one-year contract period of M/s C Gram has already ended in March 2007.

PR, after taking over charge, closed the Wazir Mansion to Dhabeji route where two trains operated daily.


Syed Hasan Tahir Bukhari, Divisional Commercial Officer of Karachi Division said that the earning of first 15 days are encouraging and claimed that through KCR operations, PR will earn about Rs0.6 million a month.
He said the closure of the Wazir Mansion-Dhabeji route also reduced the costs of KCR operations and added that the route was used mostly by railway employees who obviously did not buy tickets.


Some citizens criticized the decision of cutting the number of local trains saying that on March 2005, when the prime minister inaugurated the Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) operation, he assured that the number of trains would be increased gradually, but PR authorities, on the contrary, cut the number of trains.

(Dawn-18, 17/04/2007)

Dire need for a pedestrian bridge

The working class, especially women, face extreme hardship daily, in crossing the road from either side of the Drigh Road bus stop. Heavy and congested traffic hardly leaves any space for these pedestrians to cross over to the other side of the road. What is even more disappointing to know is the fact that a pedestrian bridge, planned for the same location in 2004, was not approved. It has now been taken over by Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF) but the work is yet to start. 


A heavy flow of traffic from Shahra-e-Faisal, passes through this point. In addition to this vehicular traffic from Gulshan-e-Iqbal and Sohrab Goth, consisting of a number of public transport buses, also merges into it, making it extremely difficult for pedestrians to cross the road. Although locals face this difficulty throughout the day, the situation gets worse in the evening peak hours. It sometimes takes a sergeant to manually stop the traffic and allow the pedestrians to cross the road. Otherwise people when more in number (some ten to fifteen people), hold each others’ hands to chance their lives against the impatient motorists. This could cause fatal accidents especially when women cross the road frequented by fast moving motorcyclists. 


Despite being a project of public welfare, the pedestrian bridge that should have been operative a long time back, kept getting delayed due to a conflict over the advertising tax. According to CBF, this should not go to the city government since the said bridge falls in their jurisdiction.


When asked, an official from Road Safety Education City District Government Karachi said, “We conduct research on road accidents. Based on what we decide pedestrian bridges are constructed, regardless of the jurisdiction. However we could not carry out the construction of the said project because CBF did not issue NOC for its construction.”


He added that CBF was of the opinion that since the concerned area comes under their jurisdiction, the advertising tax should go to them and they should supervise the project. Due to the same reason they did not issue them NOC that is why the project could not be started. “In this regard the then city Nazim also wrote a letter to the core commander Sindh,” he continued, adding, “In fact a councillor who went to Islamabad to attend a programme met General Pervez Musharraf and got his signature on a letter which was later forwarded to the military land department and then to the CBF. Despite the completion of all the formalities the project could not be started.”
He further stated that work on the bridge, had it not been delayed, would have begun in 2005 and completed in five to six months.


When asked if the pedestrians have to keep suffering due to the conflict over the advertising tax, he answered, “Now CBF itself allotted the contract to some private company on Built Operate and Transfer basis therefore sooner or later it will be constructed.” He further stated that such projects should not be delayed because they serve public good. “We have recently built four pedestrian bridges on Shahra-e-Faisal on priority basis. We also included one pedestrian bridge at Shahfaisal intersection later on, since a lot of accidents used to occur at this stop. The bridge was demanded by locals who approached the provincial ombudsman. Upon his directions we completed the same over a very shot period of time.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 17/04/2007)

Do we need the Karachi Elevated Expressway?

Like the National Monument in Islamabad and the KPT Port Fountain in Karachi, is the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) a grandiose and pretentious symbol to establish that Pakistanis are second to none? 

Or, like other mega-projects in this country that are a common substitute for far-sighted and intelligent planning, will it generate tape-cutting photo opportunities and colourful newspaper supplements in a lead-up to the general elections?

We can be sure though, as per the old chestnut of economics: ‘There is no such thing as a free lunch’, that the cost of the “annuity basis” project (US$ 225 million in March 2006, rising to US$ 350 million in September 2006, and peaking at an unknown figure if completed) will come out of the citizens’ pockets. 
The city government’s stated reason is “to facilitate speedy movement/flow of traffic by creating an efficient and cost-effective system for motorists, including commercial and heavy vehicles.” 


Admirable and desirable motives, efficiency and cost-effectiveness. But there is little evidence that the requisite detailed studies, examination, and analysis of alternatives has been undertaken to arrive at the optimum “efficient” and “cost-effective” solution. The scheme seems to be a ‘shoot-from-the-hip’ attempt to address a genuine problem.


Firstly, it seems obvious that the introduction of discipline into the wild and wooly traffic and related practices of Karachi will increase manifold the traffic-handling capacities of the existing roads. 

Could this increase be 100 percent? Could it be 200 percent? Could it be 500 percent? How much faster and smoother will traffic move if we are able to get away from the prevalent ‘law of the jungle’ and the ‘survival of the fittest’ strategies in traffic management?


What would be the cost of introducing such traffic discipline? Would it be US$ 350 million? Even it were, wouldn’t the benefit accrue to motorists all over Karachi and not only on the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor, surely a much more “efficient” way to spend the citizens’ money? If one wants to understand what kind of people live in a country, one must stand at a central intersection of a major city and observe the movement of traffic. 


You will appreciate the state of education, the level of common courtesy, the state of writ of law, the intensity of aggression of motorists, the discipline of the pedestrians, etc. In a nutshell, you will experience the character of the “natives”.


Some of the issues of road and traffic regulation that were identified during the KEE public hearing (detailed objections to the Environmental Impact Assessment made by the Institute of Architects, Arif Hassan, Shehri: Citizens for a Better Environment, and Pearl Continental Hotel can be viewed at www.shehri.org) were as follows.


First, the enforcement of traffic discipline: Traffic confusion is exacerbated by absence of lane markings, non-use of bus-lanes/stops, slow traffic occupying fast lanes, frequent switching of lanes (especially motorcycles) without signaling, speeding, not stopping at the red-light or at stop signals, stopping in the middle of the road, jay-walking, inadequate pedestrian crosswalks/overhead bridges, vendors/beggars at intersections, and the like. 


Addressing these will slash wastage of fuel, cut health-endangering vehicle pollution, reduce congestion, improve safety, and save man-hours and mental stress in needless traffic jams. Second, the relocation of criticalactivities: Many vehicle trips would become unnecessary if markets and warehousing were re-sited to more appropriate locations. Is the citizenry aware that oil pumped from bulk storage at Keamari, through Clifton and DHA to the National Refinery in Korangi, is refined and pumped back to Keamari! Tankers are then loaded at the port and traverse the city roads on their way upcountry! The simple alternative of a loading terminal on the Superhighway has eluded the city administration for decades. 


Third, the enforcement of non-peak timings for heavy traffic: Tankers, trucks and other heavy vehicles must only be allowed to use designated city roads outside normal working/peak hours and on holidays. This policy is presently weakly implemented.


Fourth, parking discipline: Commercial areas and school locations (which are springing up all over the city in violation of town-planning laws) generate parking chaos on the roads, thus reducing traffic capacity. This is very common on Sharah-e-Faisal, especially in the sections between Sharah-e-Quaideen Flyover and Awami Markaz, and between the airport and Quaidabad. As mandatory parking spaces in buildings are illegally converted to commercial and storage uses, cars are parked two and three deep on many roads in Saddar, off Chundrigar Road, PECHS, etc.


Fifth, the removal of encroachments: Thelawallas, rehris, khokas, street-vendors, generators, and other encroachments occupy pedestrian pavements and roads, reducing their traffic-handling capacity and forcing citizens to hazardously walk in the path of traffic. 


Sixth, the proper signals & traffic control: The existing capacity of Shahrah-e-Faisal and other thoroughfares can be significantly increased by cleverly engineered and coordinated traffic-signal systems, including provision for standby supply during KESC failures.


In Karachi, indeed in Pakistan, we tend to take the easy way out. For example, if ‘A’ publicly threatens ‘B’s life, the government will provide ‘B’ with a police guard; ‘A’ is too “powerful” to be taken up under law. If the solution to traffic snarls is to construct elevated expressways, we need many in Saddar and other choke points. How long can this country keep going sans the writ of law?


Is it possible to tackle the traffic issues of Karachi without a cheap and efficient system of public/mass transport? Again, with our Rolls Royce type of thinking, we believe that below grade subways or elevated trains are the only solutions. 


Efforts to revive (and eventually extend) the Karachi Circular Railway, and link it up with a well-planned network of CNG buses to interconnect with the rest of the city have not generated sufficient political enthusiasm, perhaps because it is too simple and cheap a way out, without the potential for large kickbacks. The KEE is supposed to address port (KPT and PQA) traffic: wouldn’t this traffic also be better served by the underutilised but cheap form of mass transit, the Pakistan Railway?


Karachi’s planners and decision makers, like Dehli, Nairobi, Vancouver, and many other cities, must consult Enrique Penalosa, the former mayor of Bogot·, Colombia, who is widely credited for setting that city of seven million on a course of sustainable development. When Penalosa first began his radical strategies in 1998, his approval rating hovered around 15 percent. When his term ended three years later, he was hailed as one of Colombia’s rising political stars.


A 2006 Canadian press report tells the story: “Enrique Penalosa presided over the transition of a city that the world—and many residents—had given up on. Bogota had lost itself in slums, chaos, violence, and traffic. During his three-year term, Penalosa brought in initiatives that would seem impossible in most cities, even here in the wealthy north. He built more than a hundred nurseries for children. He built 50 new public schools and increased enrolment by 34 percent. He built a network of libraries. He created a highly-efficient, “bus highway” transit system. He built or reconstructed hundreds of kilometres of sidewalks, more than 300 kilometres of bicycle paths, pedestrian streets, and more than 1,200 parks.


He did it all, in part, by declaring a war on private cars. “What are our needs for happiness?” he asked. “We need to walk, just as birds need to fly. We need to be around other people. We need beauty. We need contact with nature. And most of all, we need not to be excluded. We need to feel some sort of equality.” Before you dismiss Penalosa as some hemp-hatted revolutionary, remember that this is a guy who titled his first book ‘Capitalism: The Best Option’.


The problem in Bogota was that most people didn’t have access to the public space that is supposed to make such happy things happen. The wealthy had turned city sidewalks into parking lots for cars. Public parks had been fenced off, essentially privatised by neighbours. And for years, the government had been blowing its budgets on highways and road improvements, with the encouragement of Japan’s international development agency, which was apparently in the business of creating new markets for Japan’s carmakers. So while the wealthy in Bogota could spend their weekends in country clubs or private gardens, the poor had little but jammed streets and televisions to occupy their leisure time. Penalosa resolved to establish a balance.


Penalosa’s official ‘War on Cars’ began when he ordered the sidewalks cleared of cars. That triggered a movement to impeach him —-unsuccessful, since it was in fact illegal for people to park on the sidewalks. He then launched a system, based on the number plate of the car, which banned 40 percent of vehicles from the roads during rush hour. Penalosa convinced his city council to raise the tax on gasoline, and used half the revenues to fund a rapid bus system (‘transmilenio’) that now serves more than 500,000 citizens.”


Penalosa said “We had to build a city not for businesses or automobiles, but for children and thus for people. Instead of building highways, we restricted car use. ... We invested in high-quality sidewalks, pedestrian streets, parks, bicycle paths, libraries; we got rid of thousands of cluttering commercial signs and planted trees… All our everyday efforts have one objective: Happiness.”


While some may consider all the suggestions made above to be difficult to implement and unrealistic, do we have any other sensible options? If we are to survive and prosper as a nation, we must solve our burgeoning urban issues, including traffic. Implementation of straightforward people-friendly and environment-friendly measures in this field will ensure a trickle-down effect to other areas of public life. 


The KEE fiasco has presented the city government, the planners and the citizens of Karachi with a not-to-be missed opportunity: take stock of your citywide public spaces and traffic issues, and generate the political will to develop simple traffic discipline and an economical public transport system.

(By Ronald DeSouza, The News-20, 17/04/2007)

Rs 600m KPT flyover
Three tiers high but not transparent enough?


KARACHI: The under-construction three-tier KPT Flyover, the first of its kind in the country, at Hino Chowrangi on the Korangi-Defence Road, has become a top for discussion lately, not for those who may be impressed by its grandeur and imposing structure, but for those who fear ‘post-completion defects’, a syndrome commonly found in the city’s uplift projects.


Perhaps their concerns stem from the fact that this Rs 594-million KPT-sponsored project is designed by NESPAK, and therefore it is the same KPT-NESPAK combination that delivered the Clifton underpass to Karachi. The Clifton underpass was inundated with rainwater last year because of a lack of a proper drainage system. It had the civic agencies pointing fingers at each other over who was responsible for the fault that had surfaced after the completion of the project, and the authorities are still busy constructing a storm drainage system for it.


Some NGOs have raised objections that they do not have access to the KPT flyover project’s design or any Initial Environment Assessment (IEA), so that they could point out any anomaly, if any, and bring it to the public’s attention.

“We have no information on the design of this project as no details on its design or any other study have been made available to the public, therefore, it is hard to comment on what they are making there,” said Amber Alibhai, general secretary of an NGO called Shehri. “An IEA and other technical details of the project should be made available to the public so that there is transparency and people can evaluate its ups and downs,” she added.


It is not the responsibility of the Karachi Port Trust to set up a network of roads, Alibhai asserted. “There are other agencies for this purpose. It is a body that is responsible for handling port operations. It should stick to that job.” 


Some media reports expressed concern that pillars were erected in the Manzoor Colony nullah that flows nearby, which some feared would act as a barricade to the flow of water, flooding the Jamshed Town areas during the monsoons. 


The delay in the completion of the project has also been criticized, as its deadline was Nov 2006. A few days back, a press report also pointed out that the project work is likely to be delayed even more due to lack of manpower. It had further pointed out that the construction material of the project has lead to regular traffic jams and the labourers of the project had set up big camps at the site. 


Daily Times approached the project’s chief engineer Abdul Mateen. He provided a sketch of the project’s design and spoke at length on its problems.

“The design in the sketch ... shows the whole project in a nutshell, just the way it is being built,” he said adding: “I guess that settles the issue of not having access to the design.”


It is a state-of-the-art project, he said. “We invite all NGOs or anyone else who might have any doubts over the efficiency of the project’s design, to come over with their technical experts and examine the project themselves,” he said.


Regarding the issue of an Initial Environment Assessment, he pointed out that the project is being constructed at a place, which does not have any trees or animal life. There was already heavy pollution at Hino Chowk because of smoke from vehicles stuck in long traffic jams prior to the start of the project and the nullah that flows nearby it, he argued.

“In fact this project will help the environment, by making the traffic signal-free so there will be an uninterrupted flow of traffic, resulting in a cleaner environment,” he claimed. As for the pollution because of the Manzoor Colony Nullah, the concerned authorities should look into that, he added. On the construction of pillars in the Manzoor Colony Nullah, he said that some temporary work took place in the nullah for a brief period, but now the water flows uninterrupted.
As for the pace of work on the project, he said, we are working day and night on the project and the pace of work is not hindered in any fashion. “The delay in the completion time occurred because of the setback the whole city faced during last year’s monsoon rains,” he said. “It took its toll on the whole city and development works throughout the city came to a halt...how could we have remained unaffected.”


Mateen said they were trying their best to complete the project as soon as possible and there was no substance to the claim that there would be a delay due to a lack of labour. He also refuted clams that the construction material has caused traffic jams. “We keep updating our traffic diversion plan and ensure that the traffic flow is not hindered,” he said, adding that no labourers had set up any camps either.

(By Bilal Farooqi, Daily Times-B1, 17/04/2007)

Traffic signal, cops posting

THE Jauhar Square is the heart of Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Karachi, through which huge vehicular traffic moves in all four directions of the city on a 24-hour basis.


But there is neither any traffic signal nor any cops are ever seen to control the erratic flow of traffic, specially during morning and evening hours. As a result, citizens encounter traffic jams, unwarranted diversion, delayed clearance and accidents. The roundabout of Jauhar Square is unnecessarily occupying a large area, which can be reduced to minimum, paving spacious way for smooth flow of vehicular traffic through.


Further, the installation of traffic signal around the square with posting of traffic cops is inevitable to control the clearance of huge traffic and minimise accidents in a systematic way. If such arrangements are not immediately initiated, the situation is likely to aggravate and create more complications in view of rapid growth of population, in general, and vertical expansion of the area, in particular.
The city district government administration, while planning development of roads, underpasses and flyovers, should also consider simultaneous installation of traffic signals with posting of cops at such junctions for smooth flow of traffic.

The governor of Sindh is requested to kindly take cognizance of this public problem.

HASAN ADIL MALIK, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 18/04/2007)
Work on KEE begins

The work on Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) has been started from Shahra-e-Faisal followed by shifting of electric poles and resettlement of trees. While the land that was earlier required by the city government for the purpose is no more needed due to some adjustments in the design of the project.


The project Director Tameer-e-Karachi programme, Rauf Akhtar Farooqi disclosed to The News that for the first time in the history of Karachi any project like KEE has been sent for approval to the Environmental protection Agency (EPA). It is hoped that it will be approved in a week’s time and it is mandatory that such projects be sent to EPA for approval. Farooqi said that the NOC of various agencies such as PTCL, Sui Sourthern Gas, and KWSB have been acquired. Furthermore, common man will be benefitting through this huge project as it will serve as a link between two ports i.e. Karachi Port Trust and Port Qasim.


Referring to Sharae Faisal he said that the traffic on this road where daily one lac vehicle operate from 4:00 p.m. to 12 midnight will ease. The KEE will not only solve the traffic congestion at Shahra-e-Faisal but fuel consumption will also decrease along with the minimizing the frustration of the drivers driving their vehicle on this road.


Furthermore, the emergency service vehicles will also be able to pass through Sharae Faisal speedily. He said that there were three options for Sharae Faisal, either widen the road or construct an under pass and the last option was the KEE. The project will be completed in three years time.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-19, 18/04/2007)

Readers’ voice

Seemein called from P&T Colony: Buses are the only form of mass transit in Karachi. The government had announced that the addition of new imported public buses on the roads of the metropolis will improve the transport system. All the leading newspapers were full of stories about the 300 Chinese buses expected in the city. It was also expected that the introduction of the new bus network would improve road safety conditions as drivers and conductors will work only eight-hour shifts, instead of 18 hours.
All these hopes were shattered as the Karachiites still have to commute in the same primitive and shabby buses. Moreover, one can imagine that in many cases of reckless driving and accidents, the man at the wheel falls asleep for a moment, which results in tragedy.


Then there is the social issue in regards to the conductors, who are ruthless and ill-mannered. They have a disposition towards abusive language and using harsh words. In a recent journey to Nazimabad, I witnessed a lady who complained that she had been standing with her three little children at the bus stop of Dehli Colony. Finally, a 1-D route bus conductor allowed her to board the vehicle and collected tickets for all three children aging between four to seven years.


As the bus was jam packed, he abused the woman with harsh words for carrying a ëdozen’ children along. Of course, there can be no change in the attitude of these conductors overnight. However, some professional training can do wonders to facilitate passengers —especially the women.
Imran Ali via e-mail: The construction of new roads will neither bring any improvement in the city nor in the poorly-managed traffic of Karachi, until maintained and planned properly. The road near Jail Chowrangi, going towards old Sabzi Mandi, is in very bad shape and makes driving a horrible experience with constant traffic jams, dust and smoke. It seems that we are driving in a desert.


Also, the government, along with the construction companies, should consider some plans to have proper bus stops to facilitate the passengers.


Anila Bari called from Gulshan-e-Iqbal: The milk price in the metropolis is fixed at Rs34 per litre. Obviously, no one can bring down the price. Not only the CDGK, but also the Sindh High Court, remains helpless in the quest to persuade stubborn milk sellers to sell their commodity at a lower price. As a result, consumers are now very familiar with the phenomenon of regular price hikes. Yet, it is not only the price issue that should be voiced. The question is what is in the liquid that we are consuming, which we refer to as milk.


The milk we use is replete with oxytocin and other milk-enhancing steroids injected into the animals. All the developed countries of the world have completely banned these drugs to secure the health of their citizens. However, in Pakistan, multi national companies, with or without a licence, are manufacturing these drugs.


They are freely marketing drugs that should be on the list of contrabands, not only in Karachi but also in other parts of the country. The quacks, ignorant cattle farm owners as well as the veterinary surgeons are injecting high potency anti-biotics such as penicillin, locally known as ëTika 40 lakh’ and other anti-biotic and steroids to increase the milk production capacity in animals.


Normally in developed countries, farmers are restricted from supplying milk for human consumption for up to two to five days after administrating such drugs as it leaves adverse effect on human health. However, no such rule prevails in our country to safeguard the general health of the massive number of milk consumers out of which more than 50 per cent are children.


I appeal to the authorities concerned to make a guideline for the medicine to be imported and restrict the supply of milk from animals that have been overly dosed.


Captain Ghias called from Clifton, F-28: The Boat Basin Park, located opposite to the Karachi Grammar School, is in a decrepit condition. It used to be a lush green park from 1995 to 2002 but now it has been overwhelmed with the dumping of debris from around the area.


All the mess that had been cleared from the site of the new Bagh-e-Ibne Qasim has been dumped into this park. Have the authorities decided to abandon this once-beautiful park? Drug addicts and other unsavoury characters are now found dwelling in the park.


All the characters that lurk around the Abdullah Shah Ghazi shrine are also to be found here. There is no watchman to keep a lookout, there is no security either. There are only two other small parks in the area. My question to the authorities is why is this? Why has this park been abandoned?


There was no response when I tried to contact Liaquat Ali Khan, the In-charge of parks in the metropolis. I spoke to Rashid, another official, but he seemed least bothered and uninterested about the issue.

(The News-20, 18/04/2007)

Lines Area parking plaza delayed 6 months over slow funding


KARACHI: The city’s first multi-story car parking plaza, which is under construction in Lines Area, Saddar, could be delayed for another six months owing to the irregular flow of funds to the contractor.


“To resolve the payment issue faced by the contractor, the city government has decided to auction the shops and offices to be constructed in the plaza as soon as possible to generate revenue,” sources in the City District Government Karachi’s (CDGK) Works and Services Department told Daily Times Tuesday.


The construction of the plaza began on May 20, 2006 on directives of the city nazim, who had announced that the project would be complete within eight to twelve months despite its stipulated time of 18 months. The project, worth Rs 293 million, consists of five stories other than two basements. The ground floor would have 62 shops, the mezzanine floor would have 72 shops while 46 offices/showrooms will be constructed on the first floor. The remaining four stories would be used as parking space and would be able to house 500 cars and 200 motorcycles. 


EDO Transport and Communication Department of the CDGK Muhammad Athar denied that there was any shortage of funds. “The work was delayed due to stagnant rainwater inundating the basement. After it was pumped out, the entire site was inspected thoroughly to check its strength, which caused a delay of three to four months,” he explained. About 40 percent of the plaza’s construction was complete and it would be finished within its stipulated time, he said. 

In the meantime, the Baldia Town administration has decided to initiate a campaign against stray dogs between Wednesday and Thursday. Town Nazim Kamran Akhtar has asked the residents to keep their pet animals tied up during the campaign. 


Meanwhile, the dengue fever fumigation drive in Malir Town was inaugurated Tuesday by Town Nazim Ansar Sheikh. During the drive, a convoy of 37 vehicles with fogging spray machines, sprayed every nook and corner of all seven union councils. Additionally, the malaria staff of the city government sprayed insecticides in Shah Faisal Town and sprinkled medicines in the storm and sewerage drains in the area that had become breeding grounds for mosquitoes and other insects.

(Daily Times-B1, 18/04/2007)

Dumpers on a killing spree
KARACHI, April 18: As Nida Bhatti picked up her chirpy six-year-old son, Shazim Khurram, at 1.30pm from his school in DHA Phase 8, she had not the slightest idea that a serious accident was in store for both of them. An over-speeding dumper, carrying sand from the beach, struck her car with full force. The son lost consciousness as a result of a serious brain injury. She was so worried about her son that she didn’t realise that that her own ribs were broken.


The two were rushed to Dr Ziauddin Hospital in Clifton, where the boy was operated upon on Sunday, after a team of surgeons and doctors thought that that the surgery would be beneficial to the child, who has been unconscious. At least he is out of danger now. The ventilator has been removed and some movements of his limbs can be noticed. One hopes the recovery is complete.

The cost of surgery and medicines, as also the child’s one week stay in the ICU, has been to the tune of Rs200,000. Fortunately for Nida Bhatti, a single parent, the airline she works for had insured her and her two sons. Other accident victims are not so lucky.


Less than a fortnight ago, a 22-year-old man was hit by a dumper carrying sand from the beach. He died before he could be taken to hospital.


When this writer asked the DHA’s Director Vigilance, Lt-Col Javed Ahmed, why speed breakers have not been built in Phase 9, he said that the speed breakers would only be built once the roads have been metalled. When that will happen, he has no idea because that’s another department’s responsibility.


The dirt tracks, if one may call them that, have been in use by a large number of motorists and school vans for the past four years. But the authorities never got down to building proper roads in the area where quite a few schools, including the ones run by the DHA, are located.

The “efficient” vigilance wing of the DHA spares no pushcart owner if he parks his cart on the roadside. His cart and the contents thereon are picked up and hauled on to a truck. Similarly, if a house owner exceeds the time limit given to him for construction, his bags of cement are appropriated by the vigilance wing staff.


And yet the same people don’t keep a tab on the speeding dumpers and water tankers. “That’s the job of the traffic police,” the vigilance director told this writer. “We are short-staffed,” he added.

Why is the sand being removed from the beach and what kind of ecological disaster it will cause is for the environmentalists and ecologists to find out. But for his part, the administrator of the DHA should ensure that no heavy vehicles are allowed to ply in the entire DHA half an hour before and after school hours, as is the practice in developed and most developing countries.


Back to Shazim Khurram, his tormenter, the dumper driver, was arrested, not by the staff of the vigilance wing but by the police who responded to the phone call made by the people at the site of the accident.

(By Asif Noorani, Dawn-19, 19/04/2007)

Arrival of Indian buses hits delay

KARACHI, April 18: The arrival of the first consignment of 250 buses, out of the 8,000 promised by the city government authorities, has once again hit a delay. It is expected that the consignment, from India, would now be inducted into the city’s transport fleet by July 2007.


EDO Transport and Communication Mohammad Athar told PPI on Wednesday that a private company had undertaken to bring in the buses by March this year but the delay was caused as the setting up of CNG stations could not materialise and the incentives offered by the federal government were also yet to be finalised. He said that the Sweden Bus Company had inked a deal with the Tata company of India in respect of the 250 CNG buses to be imported in the initial phase. He stated that in the past, the same company had introduced air-conditioned CNG buses in Karachi, but later it wound up its business due to lack of back-up support and provision of spare parts for their buses. This time, their deal with the Indian company includes complete technical back-up and the provision of an assembling plant to be set up in Pakistan.


The EDO said the city government had given two proposals to the federal steering committee concerned about setting up of the CNG stations on the basis of ‘build, operate and transfer’, or allowing the bus companies to have their own CNG stations at their bus depots.


The EDO said the government’s policy was to promote public-private partnership in the public transport sector. He blamed lack of responsibility, sincerity and dedication for the failure of the defunct Karachi Transport Corporation (KTC). “We do not want to create another ‘white elephant’ like the KTC, which had been set up with investment of billions of rupees and had to wind it up after borrowing $1.7 billion from the World Bank for golden handshake offered to its employees,” he said.


Meanwhile, sources said that no new bus had been inducted into the Karachi Public Transport Service (KPTS) since 2001. DCO Fazlur Rehman, Chairman of the KPTS, has not called a meeting of its executive and honorary committees for the past three years, they added.

(Dawn-19, 19/04/2007)

Charged parking set to return in some city areas

The House of City Council unanimously approved eight resolutions whereas six of them were accepted by the House in the absence of the opposition members on Wednesday. The proceedings of the House were later adjourned by the Convener, City Naib-Nazim to April 26, 2007.
The Opposition benches went in for a walk-out after the conflict for not allowing their members to talk on the tabled resolution and because they demanded more time to debate on the ‘charged parking’ issue.

The resolution which was presented by Nadeem Hidayat Hashmi announced 12 locations for charged parking and according to the research conducted by the committee traffic flow would be managed smoothly by adopting the policy of charged parking.


Almost a thousand people would benefit from the project, he informed the House. Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunnisa Road, Tariq Road, and Bahadurabad, Park Tower, Clifton, Empress Market, Saddar, National Bank Head Office at Queens Road and its surrounding area, Talpur Road, Mumtaz Hasan Road, Hasrat Mohani Road, Beaumont Road, Aga Khan III Road, and route from Schon Circle to Boating Basin were the said roads for charged parking by the committee.


Abdul Razzak of the Opposition said that the House should not consider the resolution because it would open the doors to corruption. The charged parking project was turned down by the previous City Council as it was found that it was misused by the contractors and people were not benefiting from it in any way.

Abdul Razzak said that instead of charged parking the committee should concentrate on the ‘parking plaza’ project, which would be the best available option to provide facility to the people. 


Rasheed Baig, another opposition member also differs with the version of Treasury bench and stated that such proposal could not generate attractive revenue. Masood Mehmood, member of Treasury bench said that no notification to terminate the charged parking project was announced or declared by former City Nazim and the project continued to be in cold storage due to some other reasons.


The opposition members went in for a walk-out at this stage but earlier they tabled a resolution on the issue of unabashed cheating in the ongoing matriculation examination, which was after some debate approved by the House unanimously along with a condolence resolution for (Late) Dr Mehfooz Ali, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Karachi.


Saeed Ghani told the House that if the current trend of cheating was not uprooted, it would assume the proportion of a menace for society. He also demand for strict action against the involved people and said that teachers at the examination centres were also involved in the crime. 


Asif Siddiqui, leader of the House, said that it was an open threat to our nation and we could not forgive ourselves, if such exercises continued in future. Islam Uddin, opposition member, said that many examination centres had been changed overnight and many private schools were taking money from pupils to allow them to cheat in the examination.


Imran, member of the treasury bench and chairman of the education committee said that a circular had been issued and now every UC Nazim or Naib-Nazim could visit and inspect the situation at any examination centre. Regarding complains against Vigilance Team, he said they were assigned by the Sindh government and if they received any complaints of involvement in the matter, they would take serious action provided there was proof of complicity.


Rasheed Baig advised the House that a committee should be constituted, to be headed by the City Naib-Nazim herself and she should talk to heads of the education department in this regard.


Other resolutions which were accepted by the House in the absence of the opposition members were about condemning the poor performance of the KESC and demanded to install KVA generators at every KW&SB pumping stations by KESC. They also demand to declare all pumping stations load-shedding-free location.


The next resolution was about the proposal to submit a photocopy of all basic health courses by the parents of infants at any of the 178 UCs and if necessary changes could be made in the by-laws of offices of births and deaths registration.


Congratulatory resolution on the successful organisation of Humara Karachi was also presented and approved by the House. Another resolution was tabled to discuss the matter of goodwill in the metropolis and the members of treasury bench asked the House to implement the changes in the ‘rent control’ law to monitor the problems in the system.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-13, 19/04/2007)

12 major areas including Abdullah Haroon Road, Schon Circle to Boat Basin and Empress Market
Charged parking makes a comeback


KARACHI: Charged parking will be renewed along 12 major roads, according to a resolution passed by the city council Wednesday. 


The charged parking will be allowed on Abdullah Haroon Road, Zaibunissa Road, Tariq Road and Bahadurabad, Park Towers Clifton, Empress Market, Queen’s Road and its adjacent areas, Talpur Road, Mumtaz Hassan Road, Hasrat Mohani Road, Beaumont Road, Aga Khan III Road and from Schon Circle to Boat Basin.


The chairman of the transport committee, Nadeem Hashmi, moved the resolution to the dismay of the opposition in the council’s session Wednesday. He said that after the charged parking system was started the problems of illegal parking and traffic flows would be resolved and more than 1,000 people would be employed under the contract system. 


Opposition leader Saeed Ghani said the issue had been discontinued by the previous city council but if it needed to be brought up again another resolution should be tabled at another session and a committee should be formed to debate the issue. “The previous city council had cancelled the agreement with the contractor,” he said, adding that this move was greatly appreciated and if the city government brought charged parking back it would be greatly resented by the people. 

Naib Nazim Nasreen Jalil said that some groups of citizens had approached her with the request for charged parking at these spots. She ruled out the idea of forming another committee in the presence of a committee that had already presented a report. She ordered that only three members from each side would be allowed to speak on the issue. 


Upon this, Saeed Ghani recalled that recently the convenor had ordered the formation of another committee on the issue of finances. Nadeem Hashmi said they had present this resolution after developing consensus as the management of charged parking would be monitored by city government officials. 
Opposition member Imran Saeed denied the allegation of the treasury benches that the previous city council and former city nazim had not issued any notification to discontinue charged parking. He said he had written proof to show the House, which he could furnish, but they had no idea the issue would be brought up in the House Wednesday. He also said that the government was promoting a ‘mafia’ to collect money and create problems for motorists.


Asif Siddiqi said the opposition was describing charged parking a cruelty but it had no valid argument against it. At this point, the opposition started shouting full-throated slogans which riled up the treasury benches creating pandemonium in the House.


Amid this, the city naib nazim called for a count on the resolution upon which all members of the opposition left the House and did not return until the end of the session. The resolution was unanimously approved in the absence of opposition and five others were also approved. The other resolutions were condemned the alarming rate of cheating in the ongoing examinations of classes IX and X. A total of eight resolutions were approved out of which five were approved by a majority in the absence of opposition members. 


As the proceedings started, Saeed Ghani requested a debate on two resolutions - cheating in the ongoing examinations and the power crisis. In his comments. On a point of order, Sheikh Mehboob-ur-Rehman asked the city government’s chairman of the education committee answer these questions. Saeed Ghani alleged that some teachers in different government schools were helping students cheat in the papers for handsome bribes.


Sheikh Mehboob-ur-Rehman said the government should not politicize the issue as the rate of education in Karachi was worse than that of the NWFP. He suggested that the senior officials of the Education Department pay surprise visits to examination centers.


The treasury’s Khursheed Iqbal (nazim of UC-5, Malir Town) said the Education Monitoring Committee of his union council has resolved these problems in all government schools in their limits. “We have not received a single complaint of cheating but if we did we would take action,” he said.


The Opposition’s Islamuddin said the Education Department had authorized most of the private schools as examination centers which were constructed on 120 sq yards. “Over the last two days, two schools have collected Rs 500,000 in bribes from students for help in their papers,” he alleged.


“In some of such examination centers, the teachers and other staff help the students pay Rs 5,000 for one paper,” he said, adding that he had brought this to the knowledge of the education committee chairman to no avail. In response to this, the chairman, Imran Ahmed, clarified that the ongoing exams were being conducted by the Matric Board under the supervision of the Government of Sindh and the same department had formed vigilance committees to check and control cheating. “The city government has not received any proof so far regarding cases of cheating,” he said.

He mentioned that the CDGK EDO Education had issued a notification to authorize all education monitoring committees in the 178 union councils to monitor the exams. The Opposition’s Junaid Makati demanded a change in the present education system to ensure there was one for both the rich and the poor. 


The resolutions which were unanimously approved in the city council session in the absence of opposition members:

1. KESC was asked to exempt all KWSB pumping stations in the city from load shedding and maintain a 350V supply to prevent their motors from being damaged by fluctuations.

2. A resolution was passed condemning KESC’s failure to fulfill its promises to install more power generation plants and resolve the power crisis.

3. A resolution was passed requesting the CDGK to amend its bye-laws and make sure that citizens submit a copy of their children’s early immunization course certificate in order to obtain their birth certificates.

4. A resolution was passed appreciating the city nazim, naib nazim and others for the success of the platinum jubilee celebrations of the Old KMC Building. 

5. A resolution was passed amending the Rent Control laws to benefit citizens especially the tenants dealing under with the ‘Pagri’ (good will) system.

(Daily Times-B1, 19/04/2007)

KCR is not working

I WOULD like to point out that despite tall claims the real Karachi Circular Railway is not operational, as yet, despite passage of a couple of years. The present local trains operating under the name of the KCR are running between Wazir Mansion stations - Malir Cantt , Landhi/Bin Qasim only — and that is the main line.


The actual KCR route, inaugurated by Ayub Khan, is from Drigh Road/Colony stations to Wazir Mansion/Karachi City via Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, SITE, Baldia, etc, stations where railway track is already available and that its strengthening and cleaning, etc., is required.

A new track of about 200 kilometres on Khokhrapar-Monabau route to connect Pakistan-India was completed within one year, where only one train in seven days runs, but no consideration is given to the track where seven trains, full with passengers, can run/are required to run in single day.


If the government/Pakistan Railways is sincere and wants to provide real convenience to hard-hit Karachiites, the track already existing may please be repaired and renovated on a top priority basis to run local trains for the people of Karachi who are victim of the local transport mafia.

It is also suggested that keeping in view the growing population and new inhabitants coming up into existence, new railway stations/halts should be established near Kala Pul, Baloch Colony, Karsaz, NIPA, Hassan Square and other vital points connecting thickly-populated areas.

KHURRAM SHAIKH

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 20/04/2007)
KEE: a project we can live without

THIS has reference to the Karachi elevated expressway issue which has been covered by news reports in your esteemed daily. There are several lessons that can be learnt from the various other contexts which had built expressways in anticipation of solving traffic problems. Many of those city administrations have already demolished them. The historic city of Boston, Massachusetts, is a prominent mention. An elevated central artery was inaugurated as early as in 1959 to ease the traffic flow.
Soon it was realised that it was doing more harm than good. After careful thinking and consequent planning, a massive $14.6 billion project was launched to replace the six-lane elevated highway with an eight- to-10-lane underground tunnel which is regarded as a civil engineering marvel of the present century. Bostonians have since been celebrating the cultural and social union of the city which was separated by an ugly-looking transport corridor.
Likewise, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has demolished its Pak East Freeway for similar objectives. In Seoul, South Korea, a 3.7km stretch of expressway has been demolished to revive the cultural activities and spaces on the River Cheonggyecheon edge. Many more examples can be cited. It is most unfortunate that while the other cities are learning from mistakes of yore and rectifying them, we are committing fatal mistakes without even a reason for them.

The Karachi elevated expressway is an undesirable project which will ruin the traffic, aesthetics and social structure of this unfortunate city. I hope that the good sense will prevail and the regime will reconsider its decision.

DR NOMAN AHMED 

Department of Architecture & Planning, NED University of Engineering & Technology, Karachi
(II)

BESIDES your timely editorial, ‘Karachi elevated expressway’ (April 8), several articles have appeared on the subject recently by eminent experts like Ardeshir Cowasjee, Arif Hasan, Mukhtar Alam, indicating that the project awarded to IJM Malaysian firm without inviting competitive tenders at a cost of $225m, rising to $350m or $500m, is badly flawed.

It is claimed to require 142,835 vehicles daily, including cars and heavy trucks, paying Rs20 to 40 per trip, to retrieve the cost in about 20 years. The toll will be taken away in foreign currency by the investors. Only experts can judge how it compares with debt-servicing the taxpayers will have to pay for a long time.


Most of the concerns of the writers include environmental pollution of air, noise, restricting access to sunlight, view, higher congestion at inlet and exit points causing gridlocks, besides accident hazards by heavy trucks, trailers, oil and hazardous cargo tankers, using the elevated expressway, apart from heavy dislocation due to construction activity on roads for several years.


The technical, economic and financial feasibility has not been prepared and the route is also not the most congested one, as compared to other routes like Tower–Sohrab Goth priority #1, Cantonment-Orangi priority #2, Nazimabad-North Karachi priority #3, and forms only priority #4 of the 1991 approved Mass Transit Master Plan. Boston, New York, Seoul, Paris and San Fransisco have dismantled such elevated structures due to similar reasons.


This route can be easily served at a fraction of cost, little environmental hazards, by implementing the railway’s century-old plan to add two more tracks from the KPT to Pipri, with modern signalling, to operate more efficient freight and fast, economical metro rail for commuters, with improved access to stations, helping drastic reduction of cars, the main culprit for congestion.


Extra land is available since 1860s. This will permit all the cargo traffic off Karachi roads, easing congestion, besides saving losses of the Pakistan Railways, reducing highway wear, and saving a billion dollars of fuel imports.

This has proved that even on other high priority corridors, instead of elevated structures and flyovers, the best option is the basement level subway metro plan of Rapid Transit Cell, presented to the CCI in December 1975, in which the entire construction activity was proposed under the movable rail-mounted ramp-bridge through subway by rail, without affecting road traffic.

S.M.H. RIZVI

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 20/04/2007)
More CNG buses for city soon: Ibad

KARACHI, April 19: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad on Thursday said that the government was taking concrete steps to resolve the problem of public transport in Karachi, adding that more CNG buses would soon arrive in the city.

Talking to a delegation of the Clinton Climate Initiative of the Clinton Foundation that called on him at the Governor's House, he said that the federal government had allocated Rs5billion to improve the public transport system.


For purchasing new CNG buses, transporters had to provide just 20 per cent of equity as the government wanted to solve the public transport issue through public-private partnership, he said.

The governor pointed out that the aim of bringing in CNG buses was to focus on improving environment and streamlining industrialisation process along modern lines so that a check on industrial pollution could also be placed. He also referred to the city government’s efforts to cope with environmental challenges, particularly safe disposal of harmful waste.


Karachi is the one of the largest cities of the world and is faced with many environmental challenges as no government in past has given proper attention to this issue, he said. He said that no master plan for this mega city was prepared in six decades, adding that the present city government was making one which would be a comprehensive plan.

He told the delegation that a treatment plant had been set up in Korangi with the assistance of the federal government to treat industrial waste while the city government was also working on many projects of sewerage treatment plants which would help reduce sea pollution and protect marine life.
The city government was working on the concept of ‘Greener Karachi’ for the first time and this would greatly help make this city clean and green, he said.

(Dawn-18, 20/04/2007)

Charged parking plan

The Karachi city council plans to re-introduce charged parking in the metropolis soon. The previous city government had cancelled charged parking contracts all over Karachi after complaints received regarding overcharging and illegal make-shift parking areas established by local mafias. Charged parking is used by metropolitan cities all over the world to regulate the flow of vehicles into neighbourhoods and business areas where traffic congestion is high but along with that there is usually some semblance of planning and consideration for the views of motorists, motorcyclists and other road users. In Pakistan's case, however, that is not usually the case. According to reports, the charge parking plan will cover 12 areas, most of them in business districts or shopping areas experiencing considerable traffic and demand for parking space. The economic rationale for such a scheme is strong since space is a scarce resource for which there is considerable demand and hence there should be a charged levied for its use. The fee also helps as a rationing mechanism, and can act as a deterrent to motorists who might wish to weigh other alternatives of travelling to a particular destination -- i.e. public transport. 


When the scheme is reintroduced, one would advise the city government to be careful about the following matters. First, charged parking should only be introduced as a lever to regulate traffic in areas known for their traffic bottlenecks and shortage of parking space. This means that it should not be introduced in areas where there is little traffic congestion (which has happened in the past) because then they are perceived -- and rightly so -- as just another way for the city government to make some money at the expense of the motoring public. Then, the levy collected from charged parking should be spent on the city's roads, and perhaps on funding some additional security measures for particular parking areas. It has often been seen that motorists are charged for parking and asked to park their vehicles in areas which are decrepit and on roads full of potholes or partially dug up. Also, many road-side vendors, particularly mechanics, and also local residents in the city's business district, have encroached on what is public parking space either by installing chains or by placing portable barriers and cordoning off space for their vehicles. This can only be done in connivance with the traffic police and/or local authorities and must be checked by the city government. All charged parking contractors should make their personnel wear uniform that clearly distinguishes them for their job. Parking times should not be from eight in the morning to midnight but should be rationalised to coincide with the working day, which is the norm everywhere in the world. Also on public holidays, there should be no charge at all -- again the internationally accepted standard. 


As for the parking rate itself, some existing parking stands charge anywhere from Rs20 to Rs30. This should be in slabs, in accordance with the amount of time that a car is parked for, so that those who park their car for only a short while do not pay the same amount as motorists who park their cars for eight hours or more. This arrangement is logical and will actually serve to maximise revenue and at the same time keep motorists happy. There are also some cantonment areas in the city which have their own charged parking scheme, which often runs separately from that instituted by the city district government. This should change as well since any charged parking plan needs to be uniform throughout the city. Furthermore, in order to promote transparency, the city government should every year make public the amount that is raised through charged parking along with details of what it is to be spent on and the eventual utilisation at the end of the financial year.

(The News-7, 20/04/2007)

Gizri Bazar flyover work kicks off

The construction has been kicked off at the Gizri Bazar flyover on Khayaban-e-Hafiz in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) and also at the parking plaza near DHA Zamzama Park, said a press release on Thursday. The two projects will considerably ease the traffic and parking problems in DHA.


A 14-member delegation of the Defence Residents Society (DRS) led by its President, Zafar Iqbal met the DHA Administrator, Brig. Kamran Aziz Qazi and discussed the residents’ civic problems. Qazi informed the DRS delegation that DHA Desalination Project is in final stages of commissioning.
He said that the 3MGD water, 84-M-W power and water desalination plant will become fully operational by May 2007, considerably improving the water supply situation in DHA. The delegation was informed that the ongoing work on widening of Zamzama Commercial Streets in DHA will also be completed by August 2007.


The Director Development DHA, Col (retd) Asif Jamal informed the delegation that all refurbishment and renovation works in DHA Phase-I will finally be completed by June 2007. The representatives of the DRS delegation appreciated the quality of construction and renovation works being carried out in Phase-I. The delegation was further informed that the DHA and Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) are making concerted efforts to improve cleanliness and efficiency of garbage collection system in the area. This will be accomplished by adopting a reinvigorated strategy envisioning active involvement of residents in cleanliness drive, the press release added. 
The delegation has also urged upon the CBC to follow DRS proposal for getting the discrimination removed on payment of property by citizens retiring from private service or businesses. They should also be treated equally with the retired government servants, who on attaining the age of 60 years are exempted from payment of property tax by the CBC. Additional CEO, CBC assured to take up the proposal with the relevant authorities.


Iqbal has also informed that he had taken up the DHA request for providing 25 policemen and four traffic constables for joint patrolling with the DHA vigilant staff. The IGP Sindh has approved the proposal and sanctioned the required contingent of police for controlling the crimes in DHA.

The Additional Director Vigilance, Lt Col (retd) Javed Ahmad informed that the security situation in DHA will improve with the supply of additional police force and thanked the DRS for their efforts. 
The Administrator said that a Specialist Block at DHA Medical Centre with ten outstanding specialists have started functioning to provide best healthcare facilities to the residents. He also thanked the DRS delegation for providing invaluable feedback on various ongoing development projects in DHA. Directors of different departments of DHA and officials and engineers of CBC were also present in the meeting.

(The News-19, 20/04/2007)

CDGK goes ahead with disputed expressway


KARACHI: The Parks and Horticulture Department has started moving trees on Shahra-e-Faisal to prepare ground for the construction of the Karachi Elevated Expressway. Sources in the works and services department of the city government, who wished to remain anonymous, said that the construction was expected to start in May. In the meantime, work on shifting trees and underground utility services had already commenced.


An estimated 2,000 trees will have to be either removed or cut, according to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report. District Officer of Parks and Horticulture Department, Liaquat Ali Khan, told Daily Times that the task of removing trees would be completed in a couple of weeks. "Once all the trees are removed, they will be replanted at newly developed roads in different parts of the city. The entire process will take two to three months," he said. 

The consultant, who compiled the environmental impact assessment, had mentioned the details regarding the vegetation of Shahre-e-Faisal after conducting a survey last year. The trees include a large number of neem (azadirachta indica), peepal (ficusregiosa), kaner (thevetia nereifolia), amaltas (laburnum anagytoides), gul mohar (delonix regia) and sultana champa (calophyllum incophyllum). 


An agreement signed between a Malaysian firm identified as IJM Corporation Berhad and the city government on March 1, 2006 states that the construction of a 24-kilometer long elevated expressway would have an estimated cost of $225 million. But even though the project has yet to start, the price tag has been raised without any particular reason, to $350 million. At the same time, the period of collecting toll tax was also increased from 15 years to 20 years. 


After almost one year of the agreement, President General Pervez Musharraf performed the ground-breaking of the project on February 9, 2007 at a ceremony held at the Governor House.


Sources in the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) said that the suggestions brought forward regarding the expressway in a public hearing, held on April 3, 2007 at SEPA's office in Korangi, were sent to the CDGK's committee of experts. Some of the suggestions were dealt with on the spot; however the remaining will be answered soon. 

A large number of public representatives and private parties, including NGOs, submitted their comments and suggestions at the public hearing. The Secretary of the Environmental and Alternate Energy, Mir Hussain Ali, vowed to cater to all points raised in the EIA and added that the NOC of the project would be issued after all problems were resolved.


Provincial Minister for Environmental and Alternate Energy, Dr Saghir Ahmed, and the Project Director of Tameer-e-Karachi Programme, Rauf Akhter Farooqi, were not available for comments on this issue despite repeated attempts to contact them.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 20/04/2007)

Express and elevated

Ardeshir Cowasjee has very rightly outlined in his column, ‘Express and elevated’ (April 8), the objections raised during the public hearing on the much-criticised Karachi Expressway Project. He has referred to the presence of the Institute of Architects, Pakistan, at the hearing, which apparently criticised the project.

It is interesting to note the recent move of commercial architects who otherwise have supported many inappropriate and quasi-illegal projects in the city. A very prominent architect has promoted the construction of a real estate complex right at the edge of the beach in gross violation of building and zoning regulations.


Another high-flying architect is busy churning out design proposals for the islands of Bundal and Buddo, a real estate scam. Many of them are also busy plotting to pull down heritage buildings in connivance with the builders and unscrupulous investors to develop mediocre but self-profiting structures.

Thus one can find commercial architects running with the hares and hunting with the hounds, as and when it suits them. Our city has become a mess largely because of the misconduct and selfish advice of the professionals. Is the IAP listening?

ENGR I.R. KHAN

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 21/04/2007)
University Road to be fixed in 4 mths

KARACHI: University Road, from Jail Chowrangi to Hasan Square, will take four months to construct at a cost of Rs 220 million, said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal Friday.

All the under-ground utility services (sewerage, water, gas etc) have been shifted while work on the construction of drains on both sides is ongoing. The section of University Road under construction is 4 kms long and 12 to 17 feet wide at various points. It is being reconstructed according to international standards and its life will be 30 to 35 years. It will have kerb stones, lights and a green belt.


The road was to be constructed at a cost of Rs 310 million for which PIA was to pay, but the airline could pay only Rs 70 million because of its financial constraints. The section of the road from Mazaar-e-Quaid to Jail Chowrangi was completed by the CDGK at a cost of Rs 140 million. 

(Daily Times-B1, 21/04/2007)

KCR revival must for development, say experts

KARACHI, April 22: Experts of the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, Higher Education Commission and Standing Committee on Scientific and Technical Cooperation in a study report have termed revival of the Karachi Circular Railway necessary for country’s socio-economic development and recommended the government to revitalize this project under the public-private partnership.
In the report titled “Technology-based industrial vision and strategy for Pakistan’s socio-economic development”, written by famed experts Dr Attaur Rahman, Dr A.R. Kemal, Rehana Siddiqui, Muslehuddin, Zafar Mueen Nasir, Munir Ahmed, Ejaz Ghani, Muhammad Iqbal, Syed Tanveer Naim and others, it is stated that good quality transport sector is important in the development of a country as it helps in trade enhancement, tourism development, foreign investment and consequential economic growth. The share of transport sector in Pakistan’s GDP is 11.1 per cent and it provides employment to 5.9 per cent of the workforce.


The report says major issues of the transport sector include inadequate physical capacity, poor maintenance system, wrongly targeted priorities of investment, operational and financial inefficiencies of the public investment, and lack of private sector participation. Major problems faced by urban transportation include slow traffic and congestion, frequent accidents, air pollution, and high vehicle costs due to poor road conditions.

It suggests developing a good urban transport system to provide fast, comfortable, safe and affordable services to residents. “To achieve this goal, the strategy is to develop an integrated mass transport system through proper investments, capacity improvement, institutional strengthening and building public-private partnership,” it says.


Stressing the need for early revitalization of Karachi Circular Railway, the report says the KCR was originally put into operation in 1964 as a part of Pakistan Railway system, but ceased operations in 2000 due to deterioration of facilities and services.


It may be recalled that the Pakistan Railways started the Karachi Circular Railway to provide better transportation facilities to people. Thousands of people travelled daily and KCR earned half a million rupees in the first year alone and revenue continued to increase. However, transport mafia did not like this cost-effective and efficient rail-based system and conspiracies were hatched against it. The alleged nexus of corrupt bureaucrats and transporters succeeded in failing this system through rampant corruption and mismanagement. At last KCR trains got discontinued to a minuscule number in 1994 after incurring huge losses and ceased to operate in 1999.


Due to transport problems and public pressure, the federal government decided to revive the KCR. In 2004 President General Musharraf issued orders for complete revival of the KCR by 2006. On these orders, work began and on March 8, 2005 partial service of the KCR was started from Landhi to Wazir Mansion railway stations. It was told that KCR would soon be extended to Nazimabad and Geelani stations in the nsxt phase. But, the work on that phase could never start for the reasons best known to the authorities concerned.


The task to run circular trains on the Landhi-Wazir Mansion section was given to private sector, but due to constant losses the Pakistan Railways took over charge of the KCR and cut the number of local trains from 10 to eight. According to sources, the Pakistan Railways bore Rs52.8 million losses from March 2005 to August 2006 in KCR operations. It was alleged that once again mismanagement of officials was the cause of these losses.


However, according to Karachi Divisional Commercial Officer of the Pakistan Railways, Syed Hasan Tahir Bukhari, KCR earnings in the first half of April 2007 was encouraging. He hoped through the KCR operations, the Railways would earn about Rs0.6 million a month. He said the closure of the Wazir Mansion-Dhabeji route also reduced the costs of KCR operations and added that the route was used mostly by railway employees who did not buy tickets.

It is learnt that some Japanese firms and banks are keen to offer loans for KCR revival. In this regard, recently the newly appointed representative of Japan Bank of International Cooperation in Pakistan met Sindh Chief Secretary Shakeel Durrani and offered financial assistance for the KCR revival.


During the meeting, the Japanese official said their institution, along with the government, were willing to extend financial cooperation of several hundred million dollars for the revival of KCR. The total estimated cost of KCR revival is around 850 million dollars. The Pakistan Railways is technically capable of reviving, extending and modernizing the KCR and the funding could be obtained through local banks and private sector as well.

It is vital that this important urban public transport system should be revitalized through the public-private partnership as recommended by the PIDE, the HEC and the Standing Committee on Scientific and Technical Cooperation.

(Dawn-15, 22/04/2007)

KEE project: need of the hour

YOUR editorial, ‘A flawed project’ (April 8), discusses the proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) one-sidedly, saying little about whether it would also help to lessen the ever increasing problem of traffic mayhem.

Of the several objections raised about this project, the one relating to its future environmental impact has been overemphasised. Although Karachi has grown vastly polluted, to put the blame for this squarely on the construction of material structures, such as overhead bridges, would be unfair. The blame mostly should rest with the industrial sector where effective controls for containing polluting effects have been found wanting.


As regards the hazardous emitting of smoke from vehicles plying on streets and roads, the same is mainly due to the failure of the concerned governmental agencies to enforce the relevant traffic rules and environmental protection policies formulated from time to time.


Equally to blame here are those social elements including major transporters that have no regard at all for environment for their petty interests. These are some of the issues that remain to be resolved with determination.

However, large-scale conversion of vehicular traffic on CNG as a means of energy is going to prove productive in preserving the environment of the city to an extent and that the government should further encourage the public in this regard while facilitating the purchase and installation of the CNG system by bringing down a bit taxes on the import of CNG system items.

As for the other aspects of the KEE, such as the provision of alternative routes for commuters during the construction of the project, the timely completion of the venture, the quality of work, the need for putting in place a permanent setup for post-completion maintenance of the project are some of the issues that need to be worked out so that the designed objectives of this project are achieved and that the public is spared of the trauma that has otherwise become a common feature associated with the construction activity throughout Karachi.


If projects like KEE are not taken up, Karachi’s traffic problem will become unmanageable, which cannot be allowed as Karachi is not only a commercial hub but a symbol of modern Pakistan.


The commissioning of several overhead projects, though the quality of their work remains debatable, has somewhat relieved the public, providing it with relatively fast and smooth passage at certain points during their travel which does not only save them time and fuel but also helps avert their mental anguish.


There has also been a considerable talk about the need for making the mass transit system a reality. This system is, indeed, one of the many needs of this city and that the realisation of this project would go a long way in providing relief to the people. But to say that this project would in itself be capable of catering to the traffic needs of the city completely would be incorrect.


One has to just look at the ever-growing city population and the constant influx of people from other parts of the country to conclude as to how a single railway network would meet the demands of the public. A mass transit system can supplement the road traffic network quite well and, therefore, merits due consideration.


Also, as it is no longer possible to reverse the rising trend of buying or rather renting personal vehicles on the basis of easy leasing arrangements offered by almost all financial institutions, getting people to board trains is going to be next to impossible. As a result, every passing day is going to witness a large number of vehicles getting on the roads for which there is hardly any space available.


It is, therefore, the need of the hour to go for such projects as KEE to avert a severe traffic mess that would otherwise make Karachi a living hell for its inhabitants. However, we should also evaluate the benefits of the project to the public. If we find some technical flaws in its design or some faults in its overall implementation, we must come forward and make them known to the authorities concerned.

AFTAB AHMED SAHTO, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 23/04/2007)
Seven car-lifters nabbed

The Anti Car-Lifting Cell (ACLC) on Sunday arrested seven car-lifters in different raids and recovered three cars, four motorcycles and two CNG kits from their possession.

The Superintended of Police (SP) ACLC Operation, Maqsood Ahmed, said this while addressing a press briefing at his office.


According to him, during routine snap checking at Super Highway near Al-Asif Square, an ACLC party spotted a car (ALU-767) going towards Hyderabad and gave it a signal to stop. Upon sensing danger the car riders sped away, however, police chased the vehicle and finally intercepted the car and arrested Abdul Razaq and Asif Ali.


During initial interrogation, the suspects disclosed that they had stolen the car from Gizri police limits and they were going to Sukkur to dispose of the vehicle.

They also confessed to having snatched and stolen more than 25 vehicles and disposed of the same in Balochistan.


On their disclosure the police raided a hideout and recovered a car (AEK-392).

The same police party, on an information, raided a hideout in Sachchal police area and arrested Abdul Shakoor and Muhammad Akhtar and recovered a car (AKE-246) and two CNG kits from their possession.

Besides, the ACLC party arrested Naveed Anjum, Abdul Haleem, Abdul Rasheed and Danish Ali and recovered four motorcycles (KCZ-5945, KCT-0235, KBI-9221), including an unregistered bike, from their possession.

(The News-14, 23/04/2007)

Experts to review CDGK explanations on KEE
KARACHI, April 23: Sindh Minister for Environment and Alternative Energy Dr Sagheer Ahmad has said that a committee of experts will shortly be constituted to review explanations given by the city government over the grievances of stakeholders regarding the proposed 25-kilometre-long Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) along Sharea Faisal.


Speaking to Dawn, the minister said that as a follow-up to the public hearing on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report on the KEE, which was held on April 3, the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) would notify, in a day or so, the names of experts who would look into the public complaints and apprehensions of NGOs and professionals.

He said that the establishment of a review committee was not only in view of the criticism and concerns of the citizens and stakeholders, but was also in line with EIA rules.


The committee will visit the proposed construction sites of the KEE project, review the alignment of the project and then submit recommendations, which will provide a base for clearance or disapproval of the project by Sepa, the minister added.


A source in Sepa said that answers to various queries received from the city government were also being sent to the quarters concerned, who had submitted their comments and reservations on the project to the agency before the EIA public hearing.


FACTORY RAIDED: It was learnt that Sepa was preparing to issue a notice to a cement factory located in Nooriabad Industrial Estate allegedly for not observing environmental parameters.

According to a source, a team of field and technical officers, led by the director-general of Sepa, visited a cement factory on Thursday evening to examine the emissions of particulate matter from its chimney-stack.

“Despite the fact that factory was informed in advance about the examination, the team was not received duly and those present created problems for the team. Their resistance was such that the area police had to rescue the team,” said a member of the team.


The team used recently acquired stack emission analysers and dust collectors for the purpose of the examination, which continued into the small hours of Friday. There were complaints that “careless industrial activities in Nooriabad” had compounded negative effects on the health of the workers and population in the surroundings, added the member.

(Dawn-17, 24/04/2007)

Quality control needed in flyover

Commuters using the overhead bridge of Shahra-e-Quaideen have complained about a sudden jolt experienced on their way to Shahra-e-Faisal. They claim that this bump on the road forces vehicles to almost come to a halt just before the road turns towards the left.


Flyovers are built to facilitate smooth and speedy movement of city traffic, however this is not the case in Karachi. Here commuters face abrupt stops and jolts even in the middle of a flyover. This is caused by a dislocated joint which has moved about eight to 10 inches from its original place. Moreover, the joint appears to be a speed breaker. 


In addition to this jolt, commuters are subjected to a series of unavoidable jerks while exiting the flyover to Shahra-e-Faisal. In fact, this entire section is composed of uneven patches which prevent the smooth flow of traffic.


Commuter Iqbal Hasan stated that the “City Government has been very keen on the construction of a number of flyovers and underpasses in Karachi. However, there is no quality control over these projects.” Hasan added that the “Shahra-e-Quaideen flyover is not the only one with problems, almost every other overhead bridge or underpass in the city has similar issues.


Built at a mammoth cost of Rs140 million, the flyover’s existing condition does not do justice to its enormous cost. Furthermore, this flyover was first opened to traffic only two years ago. According to one citizen of Karachi, “Imagine a speed breaker on the flyover; this is something we cannot experience anywhere else in the world except in Karachi!”

(by Aisha Masood, The News-19, 24/04/2007)

Public transport system

ACCORDING to a news item (April 16), the Sindh ombudsman has directed the provincial transport secretary, DIG (traffic) and secretary of Regional Transport Authority to submit reports regarding complaints filed by an NGO about public transport, particularly buses.


What is complained about the buses is equally applicable to other public transport, i.e., minibuses, coaches, etc.

Strangely, the ombudsman has sought report from the DIG (traffic) and other officials who never travel by the public transport and are, in fact, responsible for traffic mismanagement.

The traffic police contribute to traffic muddle in Karachi by the patronising transport mafia.

If the ombudsman travels incognito from Korangi to Orangi and/or North Karachi to Keamari by a public transport, he would know the true story as to how the public transport system operates.


The ombudsman would observe that:

-– The bus/coach terminal (‘adda’) is under control of the man in charge of ‘adda’, who controls arrival/departure of vehicles at the ‘adda’. No timetable is followed. The criterion is full load -– even it means accommodating passengers on top of vehicles.

— The adda-in-charge charges each vehicle a certain amount on a daily basis, a portion goes to the traffic police. The remaining amount is for the adda-in-charge who provides protection to bus driver/owner in case of challan, accident, etc.

— While on the road, the drivers break all the rules in the book and the traffic police look the other way. The conductors push, pull, humiliate and fleece the poor passengers, including women and children. In case of an accident, the driver is seldom convicted, the poor victim is always at fault.

-– Public transport is operated mostly by semi-literate, illiterate people from the upcountry. It is said that they double the investment in a year or two.


Only poor people travel by public transport. If the system is made comfortable, convenient, affordable and fast as in Europe, many people who now maintain their own transport (cars/motorcycles -– though some hardly afford) would opt for public transport, thus reducing the congestion on roads.

Sincere and honest traffic policing can produce a good transport system.

ABDUL SAMAD KHAN

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 25/04/2007)
Road to perdition
ONE picture said it all: a once majestic full-grown tree, dwarfing even in its death throes the puny humans tasked with the slaughter, being hacked to pieces on University Road in Karachi. Yellow flowers littered the road, a futile peace offering from the almost vanquished.

At least fifteen years of triumphant labour in the face of incredible odds obliterated in one fell swoop. The fighting spirit that air pollution, dust and barren monsoons could not subdue in over a decade, man in his ignorance killed in a couple of hours.

[image: image7.jpg]


Even the hollow symbolism of Earth Day was lost on the executioner, the City District Government Karachi, which is perhaps just as well. Call me contrary but sometimes naked aggression is preferable on some primeval level to hypocrisy, our national staple, and the nauseating drivel of spin doctors, PR peddlers and similar low life.


No such doublespeak for the city government which, say what you will, can never be accused of bashfulness. The CDGK makes no bones about the fact that it is going to disfigure Karachi beyond recognition, and for this ready admission it must be applauded. Come what may, the city government wants to transform Karachi into another Dubai, a prospect as appalling as it is unworkable. Concrete, asphalt and monster contracts awarded without bids figure prominently in this order of business, which by necessity must be pursued at breakneck speed. Here today…


Trees as we speak are under attack all over Karachi. On Sharea Faisal, mature trees are reportedly being uprooted to make way for an elevated expressway that promises to change life as we know it. Never mind the trifling detail that public objections to the expressway are yet to be reviewed, for whatever that charade is worth, or that a no-objection certificate is still awaited from the Sindh EPA.


This readiness by the CDGK to proceed according to plan, and niceties be damned, lends weight to allegations that the environmental impact assessment (EIA) carried out earlier was all eyewash. With that little formality out of the way, everything’s all nice and legal now. Or is it?


What was the point in conducting a public hearing on April 3 when the concerns raised, all worthy of consideration, were to be irrelevant in the final analysis? The EIA carried out by the project’s consultants carries as much value as a rubberstamp made to order at Regal Chowk, and don’t let anyone convince you otherwise.


With environment-related suo motu action by the Supreme Court possibly a thing of the past, what will be must be. Money doesn’t just talk it mesmerises, and that is perhaps the only reason why the expressway was even considered in the first place. It’s not as if it will ease traffic congestion; far from it according to experts. Just get you faster to the next traffic jam, that’s all.


At least the city government bothered to carry out an EIA, shambolic as it was. ‘Development’ work has already commenced on Bundal and Buddo islands, until recently a pristine marine ecosystem located in a coastal stretch designated by conservationists as a high-priority area and a rich source of livelihood for fishing communities. All that is due to be decimated to make way for yet another playpen for the obnoxiously wealthy.


Land has been levelled, mangroves have allegedly been cut — all without an impact assessment, as mandated under the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997 and Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Review of IEE and EIA) Regulations 2000.


The Environmental Tribunal for Sindh is now finally up and running but is apparently sitting idle for want of cases to hear. Odd that, because at least two perfect candidates come to mind.

(By Irfan Malik, Dawn-17, 25/04/2007)

Most victims of accidents motorcyclists, moot told

KARACHI, April 24: Young motorcycle riders are the main victim of road accidents in Karachi, experts told the National Road Safety Conference, organised in collaboration with the Sindh Education Foundation, Sindh Works and Services Department, Asian Development Bank and the World Health Organisation here on Tuesday.


More than five hundred people died in road mishaps in the city during the last seven months and majority of them were motorcyclists, said Dr Rasheed Juma in his presentation on “Road Traffic Injuries Research Project”.

He said a team of experts analysed seven-month data of five hospitals -- Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, Civil Hospital Karachi, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Liaquat National Hospital and Aga Khan University Hospital and found that 1,452 motorcycle accidents were reported during this period in which underage drivers were involved. The study showed that over 89 per cent of those died in accidents were under the age of 40 years.

He said the newly-built flyovers and underpasses also contributed to accidents, as people were not used to them. He said the lack of proper pedestrian bridges and badly engineered/ designed roads were major reasons behind the accidents.


Dr Rasheed Juma pinpointed numerous ‘black spots’ such as Korangi Crossing, M.A. Jinnah Road, Ghani Chowrangi, Gulbai Bridge, Northern Bypass, Numaish Chowrangi and Baloch Colony, where most accidents occurred. He said Saddar Town was on the top in number of accidents followed by Jamshed Town. He said of 17,600 injured victims, 12,580 reached hospitals on private vehicles due to dearth of ambulances.

He said the registration of new motorcycles and involvement of two-wheelers in accidents in Karachi was the highest in the country. He stressed the need to design and implement proper road safety laws.


In his presentation on “Motorization in Pakistan and Impacts on Road Safety”, Parvez Ghais said the country’s population from the current perspective seemed to touch 210 million mark by the year 2020while the number of vehicular transport was likely to reach eight million by then.

He stressed the need of financial and moral support from public and private sector to cope with road safety issues and called for proper road safety laws and their fair and candid implementation.
Mentioning that 5,000 casualties in road accidents are reported annually in Pakistan with an average of 14 people per day, he said, “This is not inevitable. We can escape this by applying proper road safety laws and non-compromising approach to the matter.”

Referring to the Swedish policy of no compromise on life or health for any kind of development, he said if Sweden could develop and successfully implement the policy back in 1997 why could not that be followed here.


Sindh Road Sector Development Director General Aijaz Ali Khan highlighted efforts made by the government in creating awareness and fabricating proper policies to minimize accidents. He said the Sindh Road Agency (SRA), the Sindh Road Fund (SRF), Road Accident Data System (RADS) and various other proposals were in the policy-making process. The government was well aware about the gravity of the matter and it was doing its best to tackle the issue, he added.


In a message telecast on the occasion, WHO Director Dr Chain said simple steps and attention to the serious matter could help saving millions of young lives, particularly in the developing countries. “This first United Nations Global Week has been dedicated to save road traffic accidents,” she said.

There were five panel discussions on corporate sector’s initiatives on road safety; health sector’s role in road safety; education’s sector role in road safety; traffic systems and engineering sector’s role in road safety.

The officials of provincial and district governments, traffic police, representatives of NGOs and other stakeholders attended the conference.

(Dawn-18, 25/04/2007)

EPA likely to issue NOC for Elevated Expressway in 10 days

After obtaining a no objection certificate (NOC) from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), possibly within 10 days, the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) will start groundwork on the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) project in a full fledged manner. The project will be executed by the IJM Corporation of Malaysia.


IJM will first start work from area in front of the Finance and Trade Center (FTC), and will then work simultaneously from three to four places - from FTC to Airport and from MT Khan Road. This project aims to cater to 98 percent middle class people, saving motorists and commuters from traffic hindrances on Shahra-e-Faisal. 


The foundation stone laying ceremony of KEE was performed by President General Pervez Musharraf in February this year. This is the first-ever project of its kind in the country, and involves foreign investment to the tune of US$350 million.

Talking informally to newsmen at his office on Tuesday, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that the city government has sent a detailed reply to satisfy EPA apprehensions, and added that, a committee has also been constituted to carry out evaluation work.


Mustafa said: ”We do not want to violate the law, thus volumes of papers have been sent to the EPA with regard to finance, structure and expenditure of the project.” He said this huge project would generate about 9,000 to 10,000 direct and indirect jobs, adding that the labourers involved would also acquire specialised skills while working on this modern project. 


According to the City Nazim, IJM has established its head office in the DefenceñClifton area and its chief - Mr Razin bin Ghazali - has already shifted to Karachi from Malaysia. 


IJM has deputed at least 13 engineers from Malaysia and would be investing US$350m on the project which is being carried out on a Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) basis. The cost of the project would be covered in 20 years.


Referring to the objections raised by some people that this project should have rather been built along the railway line, Mustafa said multiple agencies have stakes on the path of the mentioned land, which was worth Rs50 billion. 

It was not possible for the CDGK to acquire this land, hence it was decided to build this huge project on the islands (the green belt) i.e. central median of Sharea Faisal, he added. 

He added that, except a few people, none of the agencies have expressed reservations about this project. 


The City Nazim said that the people raising objections on the KEE project were ill informed, adding that there would be no kick-backs in this project as the Malaysian firm has brought in US$350m in the form of investment.

Mustafa further said that financial and technical consultants have been hired from a Dubai-based firm and that, upon completion, this project would facilitate the common citizens and middle class people.

KEE will be having six exit-entry points — at KPT, MT Khan Road, National Highway, Rashid Minhas Road, JPMC and Avari Towers. 


Mustafa said this project should have been built 20 years back when it would have cost US $50 million, but, if it was delayed for five more years, its cost would have risen to US $2 billion.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 25/04/2007)

‘Karachi likely to have 8m vehicles by 2020’


KARACHI: The number of vehicles in Karachi is most likely going to reach 8 million by 2020, said Indus Motors CEO Parvez Ghais in his presentation on ‘Motorization in Pakistan and Impacts on Road Safety’ at the National Road Safety Conference held Tuesday.

Quoting World health Organization (WHO) figures, he said that 3,000 people die in road traffic accidents everyday in the world, while 15,000 are inflicted with permanent injuries. Pakistan has 5,000 annual casualties, with an average of 14 people per day in road traffic accidents, he added.


Young motorcycle riders are the main victims of road accidents in Karachi said experts Jinnah Post Graduate Medical Center (JPMC) Director Dr Rashid Jooma, in his presentation on ‘Road Traffic Injuries Research’. He and his team analyzed seven months’ worth of data from five hospitals in Karachi - JPMC, Civic hospital Karachi (CHK), Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH), Liaquat National Hospital (LNH) and Agha Khan Hospital.

Approximately 550 people died in road accidents during the last seven months, 89.4 percent of which were males under the age of 40. He said that during this period 1,452 motorcycle accidents involving underage drivers were reported.


Jooma said that badly designed and engineered roads along with the lack of proper pedestrian bridges were causing accidents. He mentioned numerous ‘blackspots’ such as Korangi Crossing, M. A. Jinnah Road, Ghanni Chowrangi, Gulbai Bridge, Northern Bypass, Numaish Chowrangi, and Baloch Colony, where most accidents occurred.


When it came to the number of accidents, Jooma said that Saddar Town, followed by Jamshed Town, was on the top of the list because of the high volume of vehicles and people. He also mentioned that 12,580 out of 17,600 injured people were transported to hospitals via private vehicles due to the lack of ambulances.

He added that Karachi has the highest number of newly registered motorcycles in the country, and it also has the highest number of accidents involving motorcycles. He stressed the need to design and properly implement accurate road safety laws.


DG Road Sector Development Aijaz Ali Khan highlighted efforts made by the government in creating awareness and proper policies to minimize road accidents. He revealed that the Sindh Road Agency (SRA), Sindh Road Fund (SRF), Road Accident Data System (RADS), and various other proposals were in the process of being made into policies.

He said that the government was well aware about the gravity of the matter, and that it was doing its best to tackle it. He mentioned that 10 percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Pakistan was earned through roads and added that roads in Sindh have a capital value of 500 billion rupees.


The WHO’s director’s (Dr Chain) message was also telecasted. Chain said that simple steps and attention to this serious matter could help in saving millions of young lives, particularly in the developing countries. “This first United Nations global week has been dedicated to save road traffic accidents,” she said.
The conference was organized in collaboration with the Sindh Education Foundation, Road Sector Development Directorate, Government of Sindh Works and Services Department, Asian Development Bank, and the WHO of the UNO. It was part of the UN’s global week dedicated to save road traffic accidents.
There were five panel discussions on ‘Corporate Sector’s initiatives on Road Safety’, ‘Health Sector’s Role in Road Safety’, ‘Education’s Sector Role in Road Safety’, ‘Traffic Systems’, and ‘Engineering Sector’s Role on Road Safety’. 

(Daily Times-B1, 25/04/2007)

CDGK to give city digital map of dug-up roads

KARACHI: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal has ordered that a book containing a digital map of all the roads under construction and all the utility services, be compiled. The book is to be placed in the works and services department’s library so that the details on utilities throughout the city are available.

He said that these books should also be provided to other utility service organizations to help them in carrying out their work. He ordered to start work on road-9000 in North Karachi within the next 24 hours and to speed up the construction work at the Sohrab Goth flyover.


Kamal issued these directives during a five-hour visit to the city from 11:00 pm to 4:00 am on the night of Tuesday/Wednesday to inspect the work being carried out at night.

He pointed out that in the past, after the construction of a road, it used to be dug up by other organizations to lay down their service lines, but now this will not happen. He explained that evenly spaced ducts are being constructed under the new roads and that these ducts will be used by the utility services. The ducts should allow the new roads to be serviceable for the next 30 to 40 years, he added.


During his visit to the Sohrab Goth flyover, the nazim was informed that its second phase will be complete in two months and that the underpass will be opened soon as well.


Kamal said that the Sohrab Goth flyover is an important bridge and that its construction should not stop for even a minute. He was informed that special arrangements were being made for the drainage of rain water.

During the inspection of the roads under construction in North Karach, the nazim directed to immediately start the construction of roads where encroachments had been removed. He was not happy with the fact that work on road-9000 had not been started yet. He said that work is to start immediately after the work order is given to the contractor.


While visiting Shahrah-e-Pakistan, Kamal directed that the other track should not be dug before completing the service road from Karimabad to Sohrab Goth. He said that the service road will ease the construction of the second track by providing a passage for traffic.

He was informed that the service road from Aisha Manzil to Gharibabad had been completed while work on the road from Water Pump to Sohrab Goth will be completed soon.


At 3:00 am, the nazim inspected I.I. Chundrigar Road and reviewed the construction work. He said that since it would be Pakistan’s most beautiful road, its lights should be beautifully designed. Though such arrangements should be made after its construction, he added. He also said that utility ducts should be provided along the footpaths.

Kamal declared that the road will be ready before the next rains and that this year, the road’s condition during the rains will be quite different because big water drains are being constructed on both sides and the sewage line has been separated.

(Daily Times-B1, 26/04/2007)

Three die in road accidents
KARACHI, April 26: Three persons were killed in separate road accidents on Thursday, police said.

A 29-year-old security guard died on the Super Highway near the Northern Bypass early Thursday morning. He was identified as Rana Afzal, resident of Naushehro Feroz.


A 55-year-old cyclist, Muhammad Hashim, was knocked down by a speeding dumper at Korangi Crossing.

Police said the victim died on the spot. Police claimed to have arrested the driver and impounded the vehicle. The body was sent to the Jinnah Hospital for legal formalities.
In another accident, a woman died while crossing Mauripur Road late on Wednesday night.

Police said the accident occurred near the People’s Stadium where 30-year-old Naheed was crossing the busy road when a speeding truck hit her.

The woman was taken to the Civil Hospital, where she was pronounced dead. Police said that the errant driver escaped, leaving the vehicle behind.


KILLED: A pickup driver was killed during an early morning holdup, involving fruit and vegetable traders, on the Super Highway.


Police said three suspects intercepted a pickup truck (KM-1413) carrying traders to the Sabzi Mandi.

The incident occurred close to the Steel Mills bus stop. Police said that as the bandits started looting the traders, pickup driver Haji Abdul Razzak was shot on resistance. The bandits escaped following the incident. The victim’s body was sent to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.

(Dawn-17, 27/04/2007)

Expressway to concrete paradise
By Zofeen T. Ebrahim


KARACHI, April 26: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal believes that the answer to this port city’s many woes lies in constructing a 24-km elevated expressway at a cost of 225 million dollars.

“Completed in three years, this (the Karachi Elevated Expressway) would act as a southern bypass linking the seaport to the airport,” the nazim told IPS during an interview. Mr Kamal also spoke of “marketing Karachi internationally and showing that the city has the potential of becoming the biggest business centre of the region”. The expressway, being built by the Malaysian IJM Corporation, would be part of the “infrastructure that would showcase the city,’’ he said.


But urban planners and architects wince at his vision of a Karachi served by concrete flyovers, underpasses and expressways, and some say it is nothing short of ‘apocalyptic’. Even ordinary citizens are sceptical. “If a journey that takes three hours is reduced to a mere 20 minutes on this signal-free corridor, there are savings on fuel and traffic congestion is reduced then why is there so much criticism?” asked one citizen referring to the debate raging over the project.


Mr Kamal calls his critics “enemies of development’’. He draws courage from the Asian Development Bank (AsDB) which, in September, released 10 million dollars for the Karachi Megacity Development Project, earmarked for planning, development and creating infrastructure.


Further, the AsDB, according to an official statement, promised to ‘’establish an innovative financing vehicle for the megacity’s infrastructure and services that will act as a means to channel development funds to the city’’ and act as an ‘’agent to mobilise funds from non-government sources for large-scale capital investment needs’’.


Little wonder that the nazim says he does not care what people say about his grand vision. ‘’They need to understand the dynamics of this city, which is not like any other city of Pakistan.’’


But then that is exactly what his critics are talking about. ‘’Understanding dynamics entails knowing what kind of a city its people want, the needs of the people, designing a city for people not cars ...and to learn from errors made by some advanced countries and not make the same mistakes,” says Arif Hasan, eminent urban planner and architect.

“We are doing what the rest of the world is undoing,’’ said Mr Hasan citing the examples of Asian cities such as Manila, Bangkok and Seoul where the traffic situation is far worse. ‘’City administrations everywhere are trying to limit or ban heavy traffic on their inner city expressways. San Francisco, New York, Boston, Seoul and Paris have actually demolished their expressways and turned them into public space or housing.”

“There is nothing wrong with uninterrupted flow of traffic from one end of the city to the other,” says Arif Belgaumi, member of the National Council, Institute of Architects. ‘’But, for one thing, such traffic corridors are not rammed through the commercial centre of the city and routed from the periphery.”


Environment issues are also being raised and the environmental impact assessment (EIA) carried out by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) has been questioned. “It’s just a rubber stamp to justify the project,” said Arif.


To Mr Belgaumi the destruction of as many as 1,100 trees grown along Sharea Faisal over which this expressway is going to be built is unacceptable even if the EIA speaks of replacing the trees with “vegetation that survives under low levels of solar radiation.”

Those using SF, under the expressway, will not be able to see the sky or some of the finer buildings of Karachi. Instead, he says, they will have “a continuous view of the underside of a concrete expressway. It will be dark, dreary, lit 24 hours by sodium halide lights, and will deny residents and office workers access to the sun, uninterrupted views and fresh air.”


Noman Ahmed, chairman of the department of architecture and planning at the NED University of Engineering and Planning, calls the project as something ‘’conceived in isolation” by the city government. He foresees a “long gestation period of chaos” as a result of the expressway damaging the water supply, sewerage and drainage lines. “There will be a decline in the property values close to SF.”


Already Karachi’s population of 14 million has to cope with dug-up arterial roads that slow vehicular traffic to a crawl. Most experts speak of possible improvements through better traffic management.


To Prof Ahmed’s mind “separating corridors of movement for through traffic from local traffic; policies to reduce the exponential rise in motor cars, increase in the number of buses and synchronisation of traffic signalling/monitoring system” are some measures that can be taken to relieve the traffic pressure that are not financially draining.

And if there was one significant step needed to fix the city traffic, his suggestion is a cheap, simple and doable solution. “Increase the number of large buses with proper route rationalisation.”
“The more I study the traffic issues all over the world, the more I am convinced that the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system is the most effective means to relieve traffic woes,” adds Mr Hasan. For years he canvassed the revival of the single-track Karachi Circular Railway which has remained disused since 1999. “I’ve not given up on that totally, since it links the suburbs to the city centre and can supplement the BRT. However, buses are a more logical and cheaper way out.’’

But will the citizens of Karachi choose to abandon cars and motorcycles, symbols of upward mobility and affluence, and switch to public transport? “It may be difficult but not impossible,’’ says Mr Ahmed. He suggests running a pilot project in an elite area to gauge people’s interest.


Hasan adds: “If the journey is comfortable, safe and secure, the bus clean and efficient, there is no reason for not switching over to this mode of transport. Human behaviour is determined by the ambience and environment you provide to them.”

(By Zofeen T. Ebrahim, Dawn-17, 27/04/2007)

Indiscipline blamed for road accidents

KARACHI, April 26: Unfit vehicles and lack of discipline amongst drivers and pedestrians were the main causes of growing road accidents in Pakistan, speakers told a moot here on Thursday.The seminar on road safety was jointly organized by the United Nations, Motorway Police and Sindh Education Foundation in connection with United Nations Global Safety Week at a local hotel.


In his address, Federal Minister for Communications Shamim Siddiqui said that in order to avoid road accidents, there should be better road infrastructure, and for this purpose the government had earmarked Rs500 billion for 14 years, which include the last seven years.


The minister said overloaded trucks caused damage to roads to the tune of Rs10 billion annually. “To reduce such losses, the Ministry of Communications is going to install weigh stations on all highways and motorways,” he informed.

The minister agreed to establish accident trauma centres on the motorways. Shamim Siddiqui said that Professional Driver Training Centres would be established, which would train 5,000 drivers annually.


Captain Amjad Faizee, who has been working on road safety awareness since 1975, told the audience that deaths caused by road accidents are four times higher than murders in Pakistan.“Every third vehicle is involved in either killing or disabling a person in Pakistan, while 90 per cent of vehicles involved in accidents were not driven by owners. Ninety-five per cent of licenses are issued without proper testing,” he said.

He mentioned that civic sense and a sense of responsibility led to discipline, which ultimately reduces traffic accidents.


Inspector General National Highway and Motorway Police Mohammed Rafat Pasha said that in Pakistan, the major reasons behind road accidents were youth deliberately taking risks, commercial drivers not getting sufficient rest, and most importantly the lack of civic sense among both pedestrians and drivers.


Chancellor Baqai Medical University Prof Dr Fariduddin Baqai added that in this regard, two per cent of the world population got disabled, along with three million deaths due to complications after road accidents. He emphasised the need to establish proper accident trauma centres in Karachi.


Founder and Managing Director Sindh Education Foundation, Anita Ghulam Ali, mentioned that a proposal about ‘Road Safety Agency’ was sent to the Sindh chief minister, which would bring all stakeholders (vehicle manufacturers, insurance companies, hospitals etc) under one umbrella. She also mentioned various awareness programs regarding road safety.


Managing Director RSD Sindh, Ijaz Ali Khan, mentioned efforts of the Sindh government regarding road safety.

(Dawn-19, 27/04/2007)

IJM forsees traffic problems during KEE construction

It is claimed that the IJM Corporation will try to minimise problems faced by people during the construction of the highly-controversial Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), though it was conceded that there will be difficulties for Karachiites over the three-year period of construction.


Chief Executive of IJM Corporation, Razin Bin Ghazali talked exclusively to The News here on Thursday and revealed that IJM will use a special kind of shuttering usually used in Europe and other developed countries to ensure minimum blockade of roads and side lanes. This is the first ever interview given by Ghazali to a local journalist after he arrived here in Karachi.

He revealed that the corporation will precast special long beams to be used in KEE and they will all be erected and lifted at night using trailers and cranes so that citizens do not get disturbed due to their shifting. These beams will be constructed on ground then lifted, he added. 


Furthermore, he said they will use the most modern methods to try to minimise traffic congestion. He added that they will leave minimum material and machinery on the road in order to to facilitate citizens. Ghazali proclaimed that they are here to develop and build this city.
He also said that he understands that construction work of KEE will be an inconvenience for citizens. However, he felt that they should look to the future and once construction is complete, the view and shape of the city will be transformed, particularly in terms of traffic. 


Replying to a question, he said IJM will bring in a new technology and develop highly skilled people of this country. He added that IJM will use the most modern construction process. In response to another question he said there will be 15 experienced engineers brought in from Malaysia for KEE and in addition they will train 60 to 80 highly skilled people from all over the country, including Karachi.
He referred to the problems of the people during the construction of flyovers in Karachi and asserted that in the construction of KEE the number of problems faced by citizens will be minimal.


CE of IJM said they have been working in India for the last ten years and have constructed a 20-kilometre-long Metro in New Delhi and are working on seven elevated expressways in different parts of India.

IJM is already engaged in Dubai in the construction business and is looking for an opportunity to carry out development work in Karachi and its CE claims that it has the capacity to build and complete projects within the stipulated period of time.

Ghazali said he was confident that this project would minimise traffic congestion in Karachi which is a daily issue in newspapers. He added that they are here to facilitate people with the help of city government. He also expressed his happiness that city government, federal and provincial government and other agencies are extending all possible cooperation to him and he believes this will strengthen good relations between Pakistan and Malaysia. He specifically mentioned the cooperation extended to his company by President General Pervez Musharraf. The President attended the groundbreaking ceremony on February 9, in Karachi.


The IJM with the permission of CDGK will begin work from FTC towards Quaide-e-Azam International Airport, said Ghazali.


City nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal hoped that this project will be on ground within ten days, if they get NOC from EPA. The cost of the project is US dollars 350 million and this project is being carried out on Build Own and Transfer (BOT) basis. The completion period is three years. According to city nazim this is the biggest foreign investment project undertaken in Karachi.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 27/04/2007)

Can authorities prevent the use of illegal number plates?

The use of illegal number plates mainly those bearing AFR2006/2007 number plates have become an emerging trend in the city despite the fact that several statements have been issued by authorities in the recent past, claiming that strict action will be taken against violators. The traffic police is also running a special campaign against them.

The use of free movement of these unregistered vehicles has dominated all other traffic violations and was boosted by 4WD vehicles such as Pajero, Land Cruiser and Hilux. However, due to the fact that these vehicles are mostly owned by influential people who disregard police, the trend did not remain limited to 4WD in fact, it is getting more popular among small vehicles too.


“These 4WDs are mostly smuggled from out stations, they don’t get registered here,” said an official from Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) Sindh. He added, “They use personalised and fancy number plates because they don’t get registration numbers. AFR 2006/2007 number plates can usually be seen on these vehicles since in most cases they belong to politicians, senior officers of security forces and other influential people.” 


When contacted, DIG traffic captain (retd) Faluk Khursheed said, “The ratio of 4WD in AFR2006/2007 cases is higher than other vehicles.” He further stated that sergeants stop these vehicles but people use their influence to get away. When asked what police are doing to control this, he answered, “I have directed DSPs to personally look for these vehicles because constables and ASIs can be pressured.”


Interestingly in the second week of March, Provincial Minister for Excise and Taxation, Shabbir Ahmed Qaimkhani, had asked the owners of vehicles carrying fancy number plates and AFR 2006/2007 registrations, to obtain proper registration numbers from the department over the next 15 days or action would be taken against owners without any discrimination. However, despite the fact that the deadline was a month ago, AFR vehicles are still being driven in the city. Even the Home Department has issued similar statements in the recent past. Waseem Akhtar, Advisor to the CM on Home Affairs directed the traffic police to take strict action against such vehicles. In this connection the traffic police has begun a special campaign to issue ‘challans’ and confiscate the vehicles. 


Despite authorities’ concern over the increasing violation of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance, there seems to be no impact on the violators. “Who bothers? 
Nobody asks you for such things,” said one commuter who has a vehicle with an AFR2007 number plate. “In the existing situation where traffic congestion is the biggest issue, it’s not possible for police to check other violations,” he added.

On the other hand, another commuter said “I had removed my number plate soon after I came to know it was illegal,” even though the police had not stopped him once.


4WDs were perhaps, the first to start this violation which is now getting more popular among other vehicles. The fact that those who have this illegal registration mark on green number plates, or are fond of following trends such as illegal number plates, tinted glasses, hooters and laser lights think they can evade traffic police, is enough encouragement for others to follow suit. 
A recent visit of the airport intersection on Shahra-e-Faisal revealed that three unregistered vehicles passed from there. The sergeants saw these but did not stop them. When asked to explain, the sergeant replied, “I am here to give protocol to the PM who is about to arrive in a few minutes, I can’t do this checking.”


Later, a contract van bearing an AFR2007 number plate was stopped by a sergeant at the Quaidabad intersection but he let it go without issuing a challan. The same vehicle was also seen plying on Shahra-e-Faisal but no one stopped it.

When asked why he did not stop the driver, a sergeant at the Star Gate intersection said that he spotted it late and could not chase it because it made its way out of his jurisdiction.It is not, however, enough to blame the traffic police only. A liaison of traffic police with general police is what could possibly help authorities control traffic violations, particularly the use of illegal number plates that pose a serious threat to the security of VVIPs and provide drivers of such vehicles with opportunities to escape in a hit and run case.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 27/04/2007)

Karachi Elevated Expressway

City govt takes time over revisions
KARACHI, April 27: The City District Government Karachi has so far not submitted any revised plan of the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) to the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa), which is considering its request for the issuance of an NOC for the project.

As estimated by the CDGK, the KEE, which is already being opposed by civil society, NGOs, professionals and conservationists because of its inefficiency, is likely to cost around $350 million. The amount has been promised by a Malaysian investor, whose engineers are already in the city.

Sources privy to the process of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project said on Friday that though the CDGK officials had responded to a number of questions raised by experts and other stakeholders during a public hearing on the EIA report held on April 3, it had still not submitted any revised drawings and details of alignment or structural design of the elevated expressway.
As per an earlier project plan, the KEE is to be an expressway with a total length of 25 kilometres, dual two-lane carriageway of overall width of 18.3 metres and elevation for vertical clearance of 5.4 metres minimum for vehicular traffic at surface. Its right-of-way (RoW) was originally supposed to be around 20 metres for two lengths.


The prime objective, as maintained by government officials, is to enhance the road capacity of the strategic corridor — Jinnah Bridge-Sharea Faisal-Jinnah Terminal-Quaidabad — and facilitate safe, secure and speedy travel from Karachi Port and CBD to the Airport, Port Qasim, Steel Mills, Nat-ional Highway and Super Highway.
The comments on objections made in the EIA public hearing gave the impression that the CDGK has now decided not to acquire land from the Christian cemetery on Sharea Faisal and hotels and gymkhana on Club Road, as the KEE will be restricted to RoW of the road below the proposed elevated expressway.


Talking to Dawn, the Project Director of the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme, Rauf Farooqui, said on Friday that in fact the CDGK had now decided to relocate the alignment of KEE structure, as most of the parties seemed not ready to offer their land for the right-of-way of the KEE.
It has been decided to further reduce the width of the KEE’s lanes, carriage and curvature, while the columns of the expressway will be raised strictly on the existing median, islands or centre of the road in every section. The alignment will slightly be different from what had been proposed earlier, he clarified, saying that Sepa would also be provided with the revised plan and drawings of the KEE.


A Sepa official said that since the agency was in the process of setting up an expert committee to scrutinise the comments submitted to it, it would need the revised structural and alignment plan as well before issuance or denial of any NOC to CDGK.Some stakeholders said that it appeared that the CDGK was still not clear about the utility of the project.
It is also confused about the cost of the project, which is sure to be revised downwards after the decision to reduce the width and changes in the proposed alignment.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 28/04/2007)

Chundrigar Road carpeting by May 10

The strip between Habib Bank Plaza and Merewether Tower on I I Chundrigar Road is likely to be carpeted (first layer) by May 10, as more than a month has passed since the rehabilitation and re-construction work was undertaken on the road. 


Informed sources told The News on Friday that under ground electricity wiring was being laid by KESC, adding, work on the project could be geared up only if the organizations concerned put up extra efforts beyond their responsibilities.
“This time when this strip of the road will be carpeted all utility lines would have been laid on one side of the road and now this road will never be dug up by any utility service or organization,” they added.


According to the sources, two things have to be ensured concerning this re-built road i.e. maintaining cleanliness and preventing encroachments on this financial district. The State Bank steering committee mulls to suggest Sindh governor to declare this road an encroachment-free zone.
Besides, there are suggestions to erect a stone plaque embossed with the names of stakeholders who contributed in the development of this road as well as its history.

(The News-13, 28/04/2007)

MA Jinnah Road blocked by opposition for 2 hours


KARACHI: A demonstration by opposition members outside the city council secretariat Friday blocked off traffic on M.A. Jinnah road for more than two hours. The demonstration was led by the central leader of the Pakistan People’s Party Taj Haider and MMA’s deputy parliamentary leader in the Sindh assembly Nasrullah Shajji, with all the city council members of the opposition also in attendance. 
The leaders of different opposition parties demanded the membership cancellation for all those Haq Parast Group city council members who manhandled opposition members on Thursday. 

The demonstrators, holding placards and banners, chanted anti-government slogans and condemned the protection being given to the culprits of Thursday’s incident. 


Taj Haider alleged that Haq Parast members had been misbehaving since they came to power. He warned that if these members continue on similar lines, the opposition will be forced to adopt a tit-for-tat policy. Haider demanded the immediate arrest of all the perpetrators. 

“Thursday’s city council session was the darkest day in the history of the local bodies. No body was spared, even the women were tortured,” said Nasrullah Shajji.
He citied the examples of Abdullah Murad, Aslam Mujahid, Mufti Nizamuddin Shamzai and Munawar Soharwardi to prove that each time the MQM takes charge, the massacre of politicians as well as innocent citizens starts.

The opposition leaders vowed to continue their struggle until an FIR was registered against the offenders.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/04/2007)

Express & elevated

THIS is in response to the very angry letter in your columns (April 21) by Engr I. R. Khan. I cannot help but agree with his statements. It is indeed true that many projects that, in a better society, would never have seen the light are in existence due to the advice tendered by my fellow professionals.

I also cannot help but disagree with his accusation of us running with the hares and hunting with the hounds.


The IAP has been very assertive and vociferous on its opposition to the Elevated Expressway.

When a government/private developer approached the Sindh government for a massive increase in plot ratio for a commercial project, the Karachi Chapter of the IAP was instrumental in convincing a committee appointed by the chief minister to render a loud and categorical ‘No’ verdict. That the chief minister has now chosen to proceed against the recommendations of his own committee is another matter.


The Karachi Chapter of the IAP hosted two conferences on the proposed Karachi Master Plan 2020, bringing together the city government and the architects and planners of the city together to talk to each other. Consequent to that, we are engaged with the CDGK to further this partnership. We did not achieve miracles, but we have created an environment in which, I am happy to say, the CDGK welcomes the infusion of great participation by the private citizen professionals in this regard.


Sir, the architectural community, like all other communities in our land of the pure, has both – those who see their salvation with the hares, as well as those who salivate with the hounds. To paint all of us, especially the IAP, with such a broad brush is, to say the least, unfair.


Perhaps I. R. Khan feels the engineering community has done better to stem the rot of the insatiable greed for power and pelf that pervades our nation.

HUSNAIN LOTIA,

Chairman, Karachi Chapter, Institute of Architects, Pakistan

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 30/04/2007)
Ispahani Road awaits traffic signals

KARACHI, April 29: The City District Government Karachi has failed to install traffic signals at main Abul Hasan Ispahani Road.


On February 22, the city government said that the traffic signals would be installed at three different points of Abul Hasan Ispahani Road, as per the directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, to regulate traffic flow.

The proposed sites for signals were the intersections of Paradise Centre, Bhayani Heights, and Abbas Town.

After the reconstruction of this road, it is witnessing massive traffic jams, as normally no traffic policeman could be seen on the road from Safari Park to Sohrab Goth.


Area residents complained that due to non-presence of traffic police and lack of traffic signals, they faced several hardships.


Shahid Gabol, a resident of Bhayani Heights, said that they had to face difficulties while crossing the road during rush hour.

He said minor traffic accidents had become the order of the day due to chaotic road traffic in absence of traffic signals or traffic policemen.


Mr Gabol said that drivers, especially of public transport vehicles, blatantly violated traffic rules and created a mess.


Neelum Abbas, a resident of Abbas Town, said reckless drivers do not care about pedestrians or those crossing the road.

She said that the area residents were not allowing their children outdoors owing to frequent incidents on this extremely busy road.

They appealed to Sindh Home Advisor Wasim Akhtar, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, DIG traffic Karachi, and other authorities concerned to ensure installation of traffic signals on the road, besides the deployment of traffic police to avoid any mishap.

(Dawn-14, 30/04/2007)

Traffic, again

There appears to be a radical change afoot in the way Lahore’s traffic is to be managed. A new plan being implemented on the instructions of the chief minister of Punjab and which will come into effect from the first of next month, will see the replacement of the city’s 1,400 traffic officials with a new, 2,768-man (and 139-woman) strong cadre of traffic wardens. Whether this new cadre will prove itself remains to be seen, yet the time is right for an analysis of the law and local government infrastructure relating to traffic management.


Currently the control and management of traffic in Lahore is managed by the traffic branch of the Capital City Police. According to the Punjab police website, the traffic branch “is headed by a deputy inspector-general of police, who reports to the IGP Punjab . . . . He is assisted by a number of superintendents of police. Ordinarily, the traffic staff in each police region is supervised by a superintendent of police who has one deputy superintendent of police reporting to him from each district within the region. The traffic staff in the Capital City District of Lahore is supervised by a superintendent of police.”


Apart from acting as human traffic lights, traffic police officers are also responsible for enforcing traffic laws. In Punjab, this responsibility is vested in police officers in uniform by virtue of the Punjab Motor Vehicles Ordinance, 1965. This law empowers police officers in uniform to seize the documents of a vehicle or the licence of its driver in certain circumstances (including driving at excessive speed, driving recklessly or dangerously, whilst under the influence of drink or drugs and when otherwise mentally incapacitated).

The problem with the management of traffic by traffic constables was and is fairly simple. There is simply not enough of them. At this time, some 1,400 traffic officers are responsible for a city of over seven million souls and one million automobiles (that means less than one traffic officer for every 700 vehicles). Of this number, a clear 10 per cent can always be counted on to be on sick or some other form of leave (almost every traffic officer suffers from serious health issues as a result of exposure to the toxic levels of pollution in our city). Those healthy enough to show up to work are not spaced out evenly. A drive down the Mall during any rush hour will show that traffic officials tend to congregate at large intersections (at most intersections you can count on at least two constables and two officers at any given time). Most of the city never sees traffic officers. And then there is VIP and protocol duty. This is when it appears the sole duty of traffic officers is to facilitate the very important as they travel from one place to another. Lonely looking traffic officers milling about empty intersections on Sunday mornings is evidence of the burdens of VIP and protocol duties.


On the chief minister’s instructions, a scheme for revamping the traffic management system is being launched in five major cities of Punjab: Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad, Multan and Gujranwala. The scheme envisions the creation of a new cadre of traffic wardens. Some 6,000 wardens have been trained at Police College, Sihala so far. Of these, approximately 2,700 are being deputed to Lahore. The Punjab Police claim these wardens will be a “highly trained and motivated traffic police force that would be paid a handsome package similar to the Pakistan Motorways and National Highways police.” Each Traffic Warden will be placed in BS-14; equivalent to a police Sub-Inspector (SI).


But will doubling the numbers of officers monitoring and enforcing traffic laws be enough? Obviously not, but the government has kitted the new wardens with 1,250 motorcycles and 3,500 wireless sets. Will this do the job? Probably not. Let me explain.


To begin with, the responsibilities of the new cadre follow the previous system of enforcement. Under this system, there was no interface between the traffic police and those responsible for the operation and maintenance of transport and roads, the town municipal administrations. In terms of the tehsil/town municipal administration rules of business, 2002 it is the town officer (infrastructure and services) who is responsible for the business of “traffic planning, engineering and management including traffic signaling systems, signs on roads, street markings, parking places, transport stations, stops, stands and terminals.” In Lahore, yet another legislative overlap means that, in addition to the TO (I&S), the Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency of the Lahore Development Authority is also responsible for monitoring the traffic in Lahore (although the TEPA follows the instructions and directions of the traffic branch of the city’s police).


The inefficiencies created by these overlaps have meant that the enforcement of traffic rules has become of secondary or tertiary importance to the institutions responsible for them. Other than sub-contracting parking and the yet-to-be legally validated fork-lifting of vehicles, the local government and TEPA do very little enforcement work. This is left to the police who, for the reasons given above, don’t have the capacity to do any serious enforcement. When was the last time you saw a car being flagged down for speeding? Aren’t the commuters most vulnerable to traffic police harassment motorcyclists? Why aren’t the police as active on other streets and intersections as they are on the road to the provincial assembly and the secretariat? 


The traffic branch of the city’s police and the local government have to come to terms with the fact that, in urban areas, traffic enforcement is a municipal service at par with, say, waste management, sewerage and supply of water. Without comfortable commutes and other intra-city trips (possible only with responsible traffic management and enforcement), the productivity of the city becomes as clogged as its traffic. It is easy circulation in and around a city that brings it to life and creates a sense of living in a metropolitan environment. Sadly, even if the new cadre of traffic wardens are up the challenge of their new postings, there is little they can really do to solve the traffic problem of the city. 


The traffic managers of the city, be they the LDA, TEPA, the new traffic wardens or private contractors, must come to understand that there is little that can be done to overcome the traffic problems of the city. Perhaps a good place to start would be to sit all these managers down and clearly define boundaries of responsibility. Only then will the system work as it should: with the police proving input to the local government, and the local government implementing its development plans and strategies in consultation with the data provided to them by the traffic wardens.

(By Ahmed Rafey Alam, The News-6, 30/04/2007)

Reckless driving claims four lives

Three unidentified men stabbed a man to death in his house, in Moachko police station jurisdiction, police said on Sunday.

The deceased as Saeed, of Ittehad Town. It was transpired during the initial probe by the police that Saeed was killed by three armed men broke who into his house and attacked him with sharply wetted objects when he was sound asleep. The police suspect the deceased was killed over an old enmity.


In another case, Mangal Ram 14, resident of Ayub Goth was crushed to death by speeding dumper. After the incident, the angry mob took to streets and blocked vehicular traffic. The police controlled the situation and arrested the accused driver Zakeria.


Babar, 35, a resident of Jehangir Road, was crushed to death near Chawala Godown. The police said that the deceased was riding a motorcycle when the speeding Sheraz coach hit him near Chawala Godown, Hawkesbay.


An unidentified man was crushed to death by a bus of route 4L. The police impounded the vehicle besides registering a case against the driver.


Amir, 35, a resident of Shah Faisal Colony was crushed to death by a speeding vehicle near Natha Khan Bridge.


SANTCH & THEFT: The robbers, in various parts of the metropolis snatched and stolen at least 20 cell phones, 14 cars and 17 motorcycles on Sunday.

(The News-14, 30/04/2007)

‘City of lights’ or ‘City of traffic jams’?

On March 25, Durnaz 25, wife of Imtiaz, a resident of Hub Chowki, gave birth to her child in an ambulance that was stuck in a traffic jam on Hub River Road near Shrine of Vilayat Shah.


Under the given conditions, the lady was lucky enough to survive with her baby. Unfortunately, Durnaz’s ordeal is one that is fast becoming a regular occurance. In light of this, it is safe to say that traffic jams are not only a matter of frustration on the part of the commuter, but a whole lot more than just that. A number of deaths have been reported on account of ambulances stuck in massive traffic jams, which is something that is now becoming a matter of routine and is being witnessed more and more frequently. 


The situation calls for prompt action from the higher authorities as there seems to be no end in sight to these lethal traffic jams.


Karachi, once known as the ëcity of lights,í is now famous for its traffic jams. Almost every thoroughfare in the metropolis witnesses some sort of traffic imbroglio, which has been the case for quite a while, but the recent traffic jams have been the worst ever witnessed - in size and in frequencies.

The political rallies taken out without securing prior permission from the authorities only add to the mess. Traffic remains paralysed for hours and authorities seem helpless in controling the situation.


While it is true that traffic jams are common in all mega cities, the case of Karachi is still well above the normal levels and the frequency of traffic jams has dramatically increased in the recent past, which is extremely worrying. 

The metropolis has suffered from one massive traffic jam after another. On many occasions, people had to face these hardships for many consecutive days, chiefly due to the recent spate of rallies witnessed in the city.


Whether it is provincial transport department or that of the city government, no one is ready to take responsibility. Even more disappointing is the fact that police cannot do anything in this regard. They can only save their own skin by saying that these matters are decided at the governmental level and that they (the police) are only supposed to follow the instructions and regulate the traffic as dictated by the required diversions handed down to them.

When contacted, one of the officials from the provincial transport department said that the department was compelled not to take action in this regard since the elections were approaching and the government did not want to lose their political support.


The government’s negative response towards restricting the rallies, which cause hours-long traffic jams, has raised questions over the writ of law while the helplessness of the traffic regulatory authority can be well perceived by the fact that besides these political rallies, lead by highly influential politicians, some other elements are also frequently successful in blocking traffic for hours.

To register their protest against the scarcity of water and power, the local residents stage sit-ins and block highways and other important intersections of the metropolis. These incidents have been reported from many localities.


One also recalls the recent incident at the Federal Urdu University (FUUAST) when the students blocked the main University Road for hours. 


Based on the past experience, one can assume that anyone in the metropolis having any issue (even personal) can come up on the road and block any of the main intersections which is enough to create the traffic imbroglio.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 30/04/2007)

No environment report, no bridges: Japan


KARACHI: A multiple bridge-construction project that is being undertaken with the cooperation of a bank in Japan is going to affect some private property near Dawood Chowrangi in Landhi Town, said EDO transport and communication, Muhammad Athar.

The government of Japan has offered a soft loan of 2.55 billion rupees to the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK) on the condition that the environmental impact assessment (EIA) is carried out.


Sources in the government told PPI that representatives from the Japan Bank of International Cooperation (JBIC) have completed the feasibility study for 15 steel bridges.


The JBIC has agreed to lend 85 percent of the total cost of five bridges that are to be built as part of the first phase. The remaining 15 percent is to be handled by the CDGK. The first phase is to cost an estimated 3 billion rupees.

The loan is to be repaid in easy installments with 0.4 percent interest rates. The first phase of the project is expected to be completed nine months after its initiation. The bridges themselves are to be imported from while their support structures are to be built locally. The CDGK has agreed to get the EIA done before the agreement is signed.


Sources at the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) said that three to six months will be required to get the EIA done after the CDGK submits their application.

The first five bridges are to built in Shafiq Morr, at the Fazal Mills inter section in North Karachi Town, at Ghani Chowrangi, near Habib Bank in SITE area, and at Dawood Chowrangi in Landhi Town.


Muhammad Athar told PPI that PC-I of the first phase has been completed by the CDGK and has been sent for approval from the provincial planning department. 

After its approval there, it would be sent to the federal planning commission, the central development working committee, and then the national economic council for further approval, he added.


Athar said that the CDGK has assured the JBIC representatives that after PC-I is approved, an NOC from SEPA will be obtained and all government rules will be followed.

It may be recalled that according to the Environmental Protection Act 1997 an EIA has to be carried out for any project above 500 million rupees and no work can be started unless an NOC is obtained form SEPA. 

(Daily Times-B1, 30/04/2007)

MAY

Encroachments delay rail track fencing project

KARACHI, May 1: The project of fencing the railway tracks in Karachi so as to avoid any untoward incident has been delayed due to the illegal encroachments on land of the Pakistan Railways along the tracks.

The PR division Karachi officials say as per rules it is mandatory to leave open space of 100-feet on each side of the track. They said that in several areas from Cantt Station to Landhi, this open area was encroached. Due to these encroachments just 15-16 feet open space is left along rail tracks in areas like Kalaboard, Hazara Colony, etc, they informed.


According to the PR Divisional Engineer Zone-1 Nooruddin, it is due to these encroachments neither a boundary wall can be constructed nor fencing can be done.

He said the feasibility report to fence the rail tracks from Cantonment to Landhi station had been sent to the PR Headquarters, Lahore. The work on this project will be initiated with an estimated cost of Rs20 million, he added.

The fencing of railway tracks is the need of the hour as a number of people have lost their lives while crossing the tracks, he noted adding that the main hurdle in way of materialisation of this project was encroachments along these tracks.


The official said that the PR Karachi Division had approached the provincial and city governments over the issue, seeking their support for removal of these encroachments as the removal of hundreds of houses was not a simple task.


Meanwhile, sources told that vacation notices had been served by the PR to the residents of all such localities, asking them to vacate the land within 14 days but in vain.

They added that people had refused to vacate the land as they were not provided with alternate plots.


When asked about construction of an underpass at Malir Halt, Mr Nooruddin said that the PR had already sent a proposal in this regard to the chief engineer Pakistan Railways.

He said that the location of underpass (at PR 23km between pole No. 1-2) in UC No 6 in Malir-15 was not approved.

A joint survey of PR engineers and city government officials was conducted and a new location was selected, he said adding the report in this regard had already been forwarded to the headquarters for final approval. Positive response is expected within 10-15 days, he informed.

(Dawn-16, 02/05/2007)

I.I. Chundrigar Road shuttle service halted unannounced

KARACHI, May 1: The free shuttle service begun by the city government last year for I. I. Chundrigar Road has been halted for the last three weeks without any official word from the city government in this regard.

People travelling on the shuttle buses said that the buses had gone off the road for the last three weeks without any announcement to this effect either by the city government or the contractor concerned.

They said they were facing immense hardship due to the ‘closure’ of the service as the entry of public transport was banned on the road.


The city government’s EDO for transport and communications could not be contacted despite repeated attempts as he was not attending his cellphone. However, sources in the city government, confirming the closure of the service, told Online that the service was halted on April 7 owing to the digging of a portion of the road from Merewether Tower to the Habib Bank Plaza.


“The free shuttle service was being run from the Arts Coucil to the Merewether Tower and after the excavation of a portion of the road, the route was curtailed to the Habib Bank Plaza.

“As the distance from the Arts Council to the plaza is not `too long’ and can be covered on foot, the service was halted by the CDGK which had to pay Rs2,000 daily for each bus of the service.”


The sources said the city government was contemplating to restore the old system of transport on the artery after its reconstruction.


The city government on February 2006 banned the entry of public transport on the artery on the pretext of launching a Rs200 million project for the renovation of the road, to prevent traffic jams for the convenience of the businessmen, especially foreigners visiting regularly the financial and trade institutions situated on and around the road.


After banning the entry of public transport, the city government initiated a free shuttle service between the Arts Council and the Merewether Tower.


A fleet of eight buses formed the shuttle service, which even when operational were not enough to cater to the need of the people travelling on the road, which houses the Karachi Stock Exchange, the Cotton Exchange, the head offices and branches of almost all local and foreign banks, including the State Bank, financial and administrative institutions, the main railway reservation office and the DS office as well as many government offices.


The City Railway Station, major newspaper offices, GPO, Telegraph Office and CCPO office are also situated on this artery that are enhancing the importance of this road. On a working day, tens of thousands of people travel between this commercial, business and financial centre and the rest of the Karachi.


Citizens, mostly office-goers, traders and passengers intending to travel to some upcountry destinations suffer owing to the non-availability of public transport as the buses of the shuttle service are too few and they have to wait for 30 to 40 minutes for the shuttle buses.


Many commuters demand that the city government restore the previous scheme of transport on Chundrigar Road as thousands of people had to walk or pay exorbitant fares to rickshaws and taxis to avoid delays in reaching their destinations on this road. 

(Dawn-16, 02/05/2007)

City govt to widen Sharea Faisal
KARACHI, May 2: The city government has decided to launch the Sharea Faisal Widening Project at an estimated cost of Rs1.35 billion together with the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) project.

Under the SFWP, one more lane will be added to Sharea Faisal, besides relocation of underground utility lines, renovation of service roads, removal of encroachment and beautification of the entire thoroughfare.


Allocated under the head of KEE project in the city government’s draft budget for fiscal 2007-08, the hefty amount of Rs1.35 billion would be utilised over a period of three years.


“The Karachi Elevated Expressway is a well-thought-out project and the widening of Sharea Faisal is directly related to it. M/s IJM Corporation of Malaysia will undertake the $350 million KEE project while the SFWP will be undertaken by the CDGK,” City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal told Dawn on Wednesday.

He said that the SFWP had been in the doldrums for long and the launching of the KEE project provided the city government an opportunity to start work on it simultaneously.

He said that after certification from the Environment Protection Agency, work on the KEE project would begin and within the next few weeks, the city government would start widening Sharea Faisal.


“Several public and private concerns have encroached upon both the service roads along Sharea Faisal,” he pointed out, adding that under the road widening project, all such encroachments would be removed and this would enable the city government to add an extra lane to both the tracks of Sharea Faisal.


Regarding the KEE project, he said the expressway would be constructed at a height above the existing flyovers over Sharea Faisal. However, shifting of underground utility lines would be the main concern while executing the projects. “The IJM will start work on the FTC section of Sharea Faisal towards the airport while the city government would start work on relocating the utility lines and widening the road.”


Mr Kamal said that the expressway and Sharea Faisal would cater 50 to 60 per cent of the city’s traffic. “Commuters coming from Site or Surjani will have a direct access to the Elevated Expressway through the signal-free corridors.”

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn-17, 03/05/2007)

Govt blamed for mismanaged transport system

The failure on the part of the government for making a policy with reference to proper regulation, monitoring and enforcement of transport laws is one of the core reasons behind the despicable public transport system in the metropolis.

This has been stated in a report titled “Private/public partnership-based and environment-friendly public transport system for Karachi,” prepared by Thai consultant for the Mass Transit Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). 


The report mentions that only 143 Urban Transport Systems (UTS) busses are operating in the city while 221 UTS busses have failed to continue just after the first three years of its operation. 

The report also contains the view point of the UTS bus operators who say that CDGK is responsible for its collapse. 


The main issues raised by them included unexpected and high fuel costs, a fare structure that can’t be compared to private operators, improper route apportions and dilapidated condition of roads. They also regretted the non-provision of sufficient subsidies and bus depots by the CDGK.


On the flip side, UTS operators were held responsible for their inability to maintain buses besides inducting inexperienced drivers. The District Regional Transport Authority (DRTA) - the route permit issuing authority - which is governed by the EDO of the CDGK and the Provincial Transport Authority, was also alleged to have been responsible for not inspecting and monitoring the system.


The report revealed that the KPTS was undermined by all quarters, resulting in its deterioration.

It adds that Small and Medium Enterprise Development Authority (SMEDA) did not provide sufficient support to run the KPTS smoothly when its role was to facilitate investment and strengthen the business. It is still bound to operate on 54 defunct routes.

(The News-19, 03/05/2007)

Road sense saves lives

Statistics collected through different sources revealed that more than 590 people lost their lives in 530 road accidents reported across the metropolis in 2006. The validity of the data has been acknowledged by the departments concerned. A questionnaire revealed that a majority of the people hold the poorly managed traffic system solely responsible for the increasing number of accidents. On the other hand, the traffic department blames commuters for not cooperating with their staff and violating traffic laws.


A list of precautions has been prepared with the help of think-tanks of the departments concerned and traffic experts, in a bid to increase road sense and traffic awareness among masses and to minimise the accidents and casualties.


Safety measures while on the road:

Avoid over-speeding. It was observed that most of the drivers involved in accidents were found to be in an unnecessary hurry.

Follow traffic signals every time; what may seem insignificant violations, may prove murderous, as history has shown time and again.

Keep your vehicles in the proper lanes and overtake only from the right-hand side to avoid traffic jams, particularly during peak-hours where even a minor mistake can block you and others for hours.

Motorbikes and animal-drawn carts should also stay in their lanes and avoid shortcuts at all costs. 

Pedestrians should cross roads only at zebra crossings rather than when traffic is in motion.

Suggestions for traffic managements and governmental officials:

Since the lack of road sense is a major reason for accidents and traffic congestions, serious campaigns should be launched at regular intervals to educate the masses about basic traffic rules.

A special lane should be marked and designated on every road for ambulances and fire engines so as to avoid blockage in traffic jams.


As is commonly known, unfit public transport, dumpers, trucks, water tankers and other heavy vehicles are responsible for many accidents and traffic jams. These heavy vehicles should be checked before they go on roads and they should be allowed during specific hours only. If these vehicles are found on roads without prior permission, they should be confiscated and the licence of the driver should be cancelled immediately. Next, the owner of these vehicles should be booked and only courts should deal with such matters. 


Traffic experts have also pointed out that the negligence of traffic police adds to mishaps. This could very well be because traffic police officials are not trained properly and there are no policies to hold them accountable for any mistakes. They further suggested that campaigns against encroachments should continue throughout the year.

The absence of traffic signs and lane markings are also among the major causes of road accidents and authorities should pay serious attention to the matter.

It has been observed at various thoroughfares that traffic signals have been inactive and that a few constables were left to handle the continuous flow of traffic manually. 


Also, absence of traffic police staff has been reported during duty hours. This provides another opportunity to the violators to abuse traffic laws.

Narrow service roads are used to park vehicles especially near food outlets and general stores, adding to traffic congestion.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-20, 03/05/2007)

Forcible requisition of transport

ON April 29 I boarded a coach of Shaheen Services for Karachi. When the vehicle reached near Tharushah, the town police surrounded it and ordered the crew to offload all passengers and surrender the transport to the town administration. This was the fourth bus of the company that was secured under threat of force.

The passengers were at a loss to understand as to what went wrong. When a policeman was asked about the matter, he said they are following the orders of SHOs and UC nazims. Some of the passengers rushed to the police station located near the bus stop.


The SHO, too, said they were under strict instructions to seize at least 10 vehicles for transporting people to Mirpurkhas, where a public meeting would be addressed by President Gen Pervez Musharraf on May 5.

The passengers that included women and children had no choice except to vacate the bus under duress. They had to find other alternatives to reach their destinations.


Later on, it was told that Naushahro Feroze district authorities had committed 10 thousand people with sufficient numbers of buses for carrying them to the venue on the day of the gathering.


Would those holding public offices, gauge the amount of hardship, humiliation and extra expenses the commuters had to bear due to un-lawful confiscation of transport in the middle of their journey.


Do people have right to unhindered travelling in public transport? I wish civil society may dilate on this issue. The manner people's rights are being trampled upon, we will see more public reaction and widespread unrest in coming days that would give rise to new range of public leaders who shall come in the open and guide the people about how to challenge undue coercion from the state authority.

The people will greet such leaders with marked enthusiasm and participate in their processions and public meetings voluntarily.


Can we expect the honourable member of the National Assembly, who is in the ranks of the opposition but was incidentally seen cruising in the town in his Pajero at the time of this occurrence, would speak to the authorities and also take up this matter of public nuisance in the Assembly?

ANGRY CITIZEN, Naushahro Feroze

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 04/05/2007)
City needs 5,695 buses to meet shortage

KARACHI, May 4: The federal steering committee would hold a meeting to discuss demand and supply gap of buses in Karachi. Well-placed sources in the city government said the committee, led by Planning and Development Commission Director, would soon hold its third meeting about the mass transit projects.


The city government’s mass transit department in its study on Bus Demand and Supply Analysis stated that Karachi was facing shortage of 5,695 buses at present. The demand calculations as per study report revealed that even if existing 2,500 old busses were not phased out, 3,722 new busses would be required to meet the demand of commuters.


In case older buses and minibuses are phased out and the commuters of remote areas are catered, the demand of new buses would increase to 7,444.


On supply side, similar analysis stated that 2,991 passenger buses and 7,168 minibuses (equivalent to 3,584 large busses) which makes a total fleet size of 6,575 buses were present on different routes in the city.


Under the scrap programme, the buses registered before 1985 would be scraped reducing the existing fleet size from 6,575 to 2,332 buses. As per criteria, only 75 per cent of them (1,749) could be run on roads efficiently. Hence, the demand of 7,444 buses against supply of 1,749 crafted a gap of total 5695 buses.

(Dawn-18, 05/05/2007)

Karachi Elevated Expressway —many questions remain unresolved

There have been a lot of articles in the press and letters from readers in the last few weeks about the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), regarding the damage this ill-conceived project will inflict on the urban fabric and the environment of Karachi. Unfortunately, most of them have focused on the environmental cost of the project. The environmental impact, while an important consideration, is a secondary issue. The principal point to consider is whether the project is really needed, whether it will solve the problems that it sets out to tackle, and whether there are any better, more cost-effective and less intrusive solutions. The second point to consider is the technical feasibility of this project. Would the project really assist in better handling the growing traffic volume? Also what are the limitations of the site and the existing road network? 


Only when we have resolved these issues can we question whether the deterioration of the urban environment, a steep rise in the air and noise pollution are an acceptable cost for the alleviation of the city’s traffic problem. The contention of a few readers that elevated expressways are essential accessories towards achieving a modern look in our city is not worthy of further comment. 


The major problem with KEE is that the CDGK has failed to demonstrate that the traffic problem on Sharae-Faisal cannot be solved by any other means. It has also not been able to demonstrate that KEE will solve the problems it is intended to tackle. The traffic study that has been conducted to justify the project examines Sharae Faisal in isolation. It does not take into account the beneficial effect on the current and projected traffic load of the Northern Bypass, the Lyari Expressway, the proposed Ring Roads and the road along the Malir River bed which are part of the city’s Master Plan. The traffic study also makes some astonishingly sweeping assumptions. For example, a very high traffic count in Quaidabad is not a justification for the construction of a 24 km elevated expressway. It only indicates that there is a concentration of traffic there. There is nothing to suggest that all that traffic is trying to get to Karachi Port. The traffic study does not differentiate between through traffic and local traffic. There is also no objective study of the impact of inadequate traffic management and deficient driving etiquette on the flow of traffic.


Secondly, the CDGK has not published any study that demonstrates KEE’s effect on the traffic flow in the Sharae Faisal corridor. There is no projection of the increased traffic volume on the surrounding road network which services the Shahrah-e-Faisal corridor. There is no study outlining the effect of KEE traffic exiting onto Shahrah-e-Faisal and aggravating an already congested traffic situation. For example, all KEE traffic going to Saddar, Clifton and DHA would exit the KEE onto the existing roadway at FTC, which is a stretch that is already known for massive traffic jams.


Thirdly, there is the issue of the financial feasibility of the project. A representative of the CDGK at the EIA public hearing on April 3 conceded that the project was not “bankable” initially which is why it was decided to allow heavy port traffic to use the KEE in order to enhance toll receipts. This is an astonishing admission because it means that the CDGK is deliberately increasing traffic load on the corridor in order to make the project feasible. It directly contradicts the stated goal of solving traffic congestion. It will also allow vehicles carrying hazardous loads through the centre of the city.


Once we have resolved these issues, we can address the environmental impact of the project. The CDGK’s environmental engineers claim that there is no environmental impact of KEE. This statement challenges numerous studies conducted worldwide. It is also a direct contradiction of PEPA’s own study which shows nitrogen dioxide levels under the flyover at Karimabad to be four times higher than levels measured in the Korangi Industrial Area. The CDGK has responded with cursory and dismissive replies to the IAP’s comments against the EIA report at the public hearing on April 3rd. The responses seem to be a non-serious attempt to fulfil a legal obligation. In the best interest of the safety and well-being of the citizens of Karachi, the CDGK’s environmental engineers need to provide substantial information about their studies and assumptions.


It has recently been reported in the press that CDGK is revising the design to reduce the width of the Right-of-way and the Expressway in areas where it is expected to encounter difficulty in acquiring additional land. Considering that the Expressway already does not have an emergency shoulder and the Right-of-way features sidewalks only 3 feet wide, it is hard to imagine what kind of a bottleneck is being created. This insistence to cram KEE into the Sharae Faisal corridor only underscores an original criticism that the Corridor was not designed to accommodate an expressway. In the meantime, the CDGK is continuing with the project. It recently celebrated spring in Karachi by cutting down trees in bloom on the median of Sharae Faisal. The SEPA needs to take notice of this action. Preparatory work for KEE cannot be initiated until the issues raised in the EIA hearing are resolved. 


The Institute of Architects Pakistan believes that the current CDGK under the leader of Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal is an administration that belongs to Karachi and draws its support from its citizens. We support and applaud the numerous achievements and initiatives of this government. This is why we find it surprising to observe this indecent haste to execute this project without satisfying the many valid concerns about its design and feasibility. The CDGK owes this to the citizens of Karachi.

(By Ejaz Ahmed, The News-20, 05/05/2007)

Bus karo

Commuting in the public bus is by far the most frustrating experience that one can go through in Karachi. But what annoys me most is the harassment that women face while traveling by bus. The fact that the transport authorities in Karachi have not bothered to rethink or frame a new system where women can also travel in peace is maddening. 

It is high time that these authorities should realize that in today’s day and age, when a higher number of women have started to work, and that their use of public transport has increased, buses should be made to accommodate them. But in reality this is not the case. 


It is not just women. As far as my personal experience goes, men also face the same problem. For instance, buses are divided unfairly into two sections. The larger potion is reserved for the men and the smaller for the women, conveniently assuming that women don’t need to travel and even if they do, well to hell with them. This seems to be the mindset of many people in the country. The other assumption is that the number of women who need to travel is less. 


Late at night, it doesn’t even matter whether it’s the ladies’ compartment or not. Besides one or two meek-looking women, there are men all over the seats. They do not even have the decency to get up when a woman clambers in, to give her what is her rightful space. 


I believe in equality and by my standards, I totally approve of the way buses and public transport in the West are not divided in any way on the basis of gender difference. Everyone sits together. But I suppose, we have a long way to go to reach that point in time, where men and women sit together in one space without any problem from either side. But going by the status of our society right now, I do accept that more realistic would be a partition, preferably one through which men cant stick their fingers in to the women’s side, or even better, where they cant ogle stupidly at anything vaguely feminine in built. 


Not too long ago, there was no partition in buses. Seats were reserved but men could sit on them when theer were no women takers. However the problem of men not getting up when required is age old. It happened then and it happens now. 

This is not to say that the bus accommodates the men very well. The buses used today are definitely not built for the people of this busy city. They should be used in small towns where there are fewer people. In Karachi, we can’t do with anything less than the UTS buses, which are large spacious and airy. Even if one doesn’t get a seat, one can comfortably stand all the way because one has the space to breathe, and not stand on each other, or have someone step on your feet all the time. In the typical W-21 or G-7, that we end up travelling in more frequently, it feels more like being part of a herd of animals being transported from one zoo to another. 


People elder to me remember one such bus on the U route which was shaped for some reason like a large tube. This meant that because of some person’s bright idea, people had to suffer because the roof was not straight and had to adjust their heads accordingly. 


Why do the authorities concerned not do something about this? They need to realize that travelling in a bus is the safest and the cheapest way for the common man of this city. Even this has now become one of the most painful and frustrating experiences several times a day. At this rate all of us will end up as mental patients. Possibly we already are.

(By Xari Jalil, The News-19, 05/05/2007)

A ‘global city’ vs the environment
By Ardeshir Cowasjee


THE entire civilised world is greatly concerned with where the environment is going and the world with it. The dangers facing are massive. As an entity, the government of Pakistan seems to be oblivious and carries on in its own merry way.


However, there are a few of us who realise the implications of global warming and all that goes with it. Credit must be given to one of our private television channels which, on Earth Day, April 22, showed an Urdu translation of former US Vice-President Al Gore’s award winning documentary, ‘An Inconvenient Truth’. Gore’s message is quite simple: if you and I do not reduce and cut back our consumer oriented and environment unfriendly lifestyles, climate change will overwhelm us and bring unpleasant and radical changes in life as we know it.


Knowing the calibre of our home-grown politicians, it is doubtful if any of those who regulate our lives have bothered to watch it. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz was given a copy of the documentary by a delegation of civil society groups, spearheaded by the World Wildlife Federation, who met him a month or so ago to discuss the deteriorating water situation in Pakistan. Has he had time to see this documentary? If by some miracle he has seen it, has it made even a small dent in his resolve to transform Karachi – the former ‘Pearl of the East’, now flooded with katchi abadis, hard hit by electricity load-shedding, drowning in uncollected garbage, stinking with raw sewage which streams directly into the sea – into what he terms a ‘world-class global city’?


The world-class global city (a concrete unlivable jungle poisoned by pollution) mantra of the federal government has been taken up by the Defence Housing Society of Karachi which is hell-bent on the construction of a 14-kilometer ‘Waterfront Development Project’ along a public beach that does not belong to it, which will cater to the rich and infamous and be totally awam-unfriendly. On alternate Sunday evenings, concerned citizens have organised demonstrations on the beach road (near McDonalds) which so far have had no impact. The Sindh Environmental Protection Agency continues to ignore the environmental impact assessment of the conversion of the shoreline as ordered by the Sindh High Court.


Get-rich-quick schemes are infectious – in Karachi, as in all other cities of this blighted country. The concept of beach exploitation, with the prime ministerial blessings, has been picked up by the Dubai-based ‘limitless’ which proposes to develop a new 68,000 acres ‘city’ along the Manora, Sandspit, Hawkesbay and French beaches, stretching inland to occupy the coastal fishing villages, KDA Scheme 45 and even PAF Masroor base. An amazing presentation of this ‘Karachi Waterfront’ can be downloaded from http://www.youtube.com

Then we have our local government and its schemes for various elevated expressways, in particular the one planned to run 24 kilometres from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad to which numerous groups and concerned citizens have objected (my column of April 8). The government has heeded some objections. Land is not to be taken away from the Karachi Gymkhana or the ‘posh’ hotels or the Christian cemetery, all of which lie along its route, and the existing rights of way will be used. A committee of ‘experts’ (mandatory under the Environmental Act 1997) is being formed to review public comments.


The City District Government has cleverly sidestepped several issues raised. Why has a $ 350 million contract been awarded without competitive tendering? What are the financial details of the somewhat murky ‘annuity-based’ BOT? How does the expressway fit in with the overall traffic management plans for the city? Why is the administration not first tackling the massive violations of traffic rules, unlawful parking, encroachments on our roads, and many other traffic planning-related issues? Why are public/mass transport systems not being given priority? Why is inter-port (Karachi Port Trust/Port Qasim) traffic not being conducted by an economically more sound railway system?


Lending credence to the fact that the elevated expressway is already a fait accompli (‘finder’s fees’ have already reportedly been paid), and that the Environmental Impact Assessment is but a window-dressing in pretence of complying with the law, is the fact that the City District Government parks’ officer, Liaquat Ali Khan of the silken outfits, a couple of weeks ago started chopping and transplanting some 2,000 trees from the centre portion of Sharea Faisal.

The Japanese care about the environment and they apparently care more about Karachi than its administration. They are prepared to give us funds to build five steel bridges in the city (runs into billions of rupees) but only if we first conduct an environmental impact assessment. Unlike the City District Government, they do not believe that an “EIA is a professional study only professionals should be allowed to participate in professional discussion” (a quote from the CDGK response to the Institute of Architects, Pakistan, on the subject of the elevated expressway).


At the end of last month, the press reported extensively on the signing of an implementation agreement for a $ 160 million “landmark project being set up at Port Qasim, Karachi, that will allow natural gas imports into Pakistan for the first time in the country’s history.” The ‘project’ comprises a floating liquefied natural gas (LNG) re-gasification terminal being set up by Excelerate Energy of Texas, USA, for Pakistan Gasport Limited, a local company whose principal sponsor is the Associated Group, the largest single producer of LPG in Pakistan.


The ‘project’ envisions the berthing of a re-gasification vessel which will be charged through smaller LNG carriers coming up the Korangi Creek, past residential localities, fishing villages and other port traffic. The re-gasification process will convert the liquid gas to high-pressure gas on board the ship and deliver it directly into the Sui Southern Gas Company Limited network. Such a process has numerous environmental downsides, and is fraught with the hazard of an LNG leak forming a vapour cloud whose explosion and fire could destroy habitations and structures many miles away (download ‘LNG Vapour Cloud Danger to our Communities’ at http://timrileylaw.com to verify the perils).


It may be of interest to the citizens of Karachi to know that the California Coastal Commission unanimously rejected a proposed $ 800 million Cabrillo Port 72-million gallon floating LNG terminal approximately 14 miles off the coast of Malibu. The final environmental impact statement for the project acknowledges that it will cause significant impact to air and water quality, public safety, marine wildlife, views, recreation, noise and agriculture – impacts that cannot be mitigated or avoided. Residents of coastal California have been lobbying for months against the venture.


The citizens of Boston are fighting to end the dangerous passage (commercial traffic, roads and bridges are closed during this time) of LNG tankers into Boston’s inner harbour. These LNG tankers have been termed ‘floating bombs’ vulnerable to terrorist action.


Excelerate Energy is now constructing a deepwater port 12 miles outside Cape Ann in Massachusetts (outside US territorial waters).


Why can’t our gas port be built far away from human habitation? A Japanese-type environmental impact assessment needs to be conducted for the entire project.

It should be clear that many of the tensions and conflicts that exist in Pakistan are related to environmental problems generated by “islands of prosperity” in “oceans of poverty”, to quote from an address made by President General Pervez Musharraf in February this year.


As is being increasingly perceived around the world, especially in the European Union, climate change, brought about by destruction of the environment and progressive decimation of living species, is no longer merely an economic or environmental issue. Margaret Beckett, the first woman foreign secretary of the UK, recently stated, “Anyone wanting to trace the links between what science is telling us about physical impacts and the broader ramifications for our security would do well to read a startling report that appeared last Monday. The Military Advisory Board is a group of the most respected retired Admirals and Generals in the United States. . . . They are about as far as you can get from the old stereotype of a tree-hugging environmentalist. And yet in that report they state, categorically, that projected climate change poses a serious threat to America’s national security. It is, they say: ‘a threat multiplier for instability in some of the most volatile regions of the world.’ In other words, an unstable climate will make the very kinds of tensions and conflicts that the Security Council deals with, day in day out, yet more frequent and even more severe.”


Now, who, repeat who, amongst what is erroneously known as the ruling elite is capable of heeding all that we read and know? Regrettably all are selfish and all adhere to their individual one point agendas.

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 06/05/2007)

Elevated highway and alternatives

This proposed project was advertised and contains a detailed report in the handbooks. The copy of the report is available from the Environment Protection Agency. The report gives all the drawings, results and the highway's route. All of us support this project but with certain reservations on its route. Fifteen years back, as founding chairman of an NGO I told the Karachi Building Control Authority at a seminar in Metropole Hotel that houses located two rows behind the main road should be commercialised. This way when the new highway was to be broadened, the Karachi Building Control Agency (KBCA) could purchase the front two rows at low non-commercial prices. This would be cheaper. The KBCA could have used the Sind High Court to ensure price transparency. I also knew that even if they wanted to follow my advice they did not have the powers to do so. 


In a developing country the best way to develop infrastructure is to also mitigate poverty. If we address this, then there are no losers. And the wider this new development goes the better it is. If part of the society is involved in this, it is for the best. We would have both direct and indirect beneficiaries from these policies. 


When in Buenos Aires, Argentine I stayed at a downtown hotel and was surprised to see the width of the road in front of it. Each road was 13 lanes wide. Then on either side there were four lane service roads the entire road had 34 lanes. I read that the government had decided to buy out houses and demolish them to widen the roads. Adequate funds are required for this process. Here the urban property tax is abysmally low. In developed societies the tax is between two to three per cent of property value. But when you pay this tax you get clean drinking water through your taps, constant electricity, clean roads with no garbage or litter on roads, paved walkways and lots of green open space for the citizens. These developed cities have a clean environment as all the taxpayers run the urban infrastructure.


Anyway, I warned them that the new route at an elevated level would be very costly with negative ramifications. If large tankers, trucks and buses ply though this elevated route you will have accidents and the road will be blocked, as there is no side road for them to be pulled on to. That can lead to accidents. 

Then the side roads leading to this elevated highway will be clogged as all the traffic form the Karachi airport to downtown will be concentrated on this route. In other words all the traffic will either come or go from this route. An alternate to the Club Road going past Avari Hotel is before our eyes; if we approach it from Cantt. Station going up to from Jinnah Hospital and if there you build a flyover taking you to the other side, and then take this flyover to the ground level. This road takes one down to low-lying areas, which can be demolished. All these areas along the railway line are illegal land. And then you take this new highway. This would be a good route to take traffic right unto the PAF base on Sharea Faisal, and from there one could travel to Sharea Faisal itself where a heritage air force hangar is located. This could be demolished and rebuilt at some other site. And also one could skirt around the airbase and again come to Karachi airport at the right angles. 


It is much better to pull down low-cost housing on alternate routes from the airport to downtown. We must keep in mind that there is no heritage housing as after the old and now demolished Napier barracks, all the housings or buildings are only forty years old. The Karachi master plan could look up a software site known as Google Earth. Through this site one can visually see the properties that they want to run this new highway through. Once the Karachi master plan has verified the new route and its width, they could call in the Association of Builders and Developers (ABAD) to demolish the housing and ABAD would have permission to build new buildings along this new highway. ABAD would buy out this housing, demolish it and build a new housing behind this new highway. These new buildings could be in the form of banks, showrooms, shops, office or flats.


The residents whose houses would be demolished can be shifted into the new housing created by ABAD. These residents would benefit from all this as they are within walking distance from their new jobs and places of future employment. So all the houses demolished for this new highway would be accommodated in the new housing just behind this. All this could be made transparent by the Sindh High Court by ensuring the new housing plus adequate compensation by ABAD. Also some compensation could also be paid to the affected residents. And the developers would gain from all this by selling or hiring out new buildings.


Indirect beneficiaries would be the banks since ABAD or the new owners would seek building or housing loans from them. This way everyone would benefit from this new highway or highways. Also, all the suppliers would gain, meaning those supplying cement, steel, glazing, window manufacturers, tiles and so on. Contractors and laborers would be employed for years on. This way also architects, structural engineers and air- conditioning engineers could find so many new buildings to design. 


So, if this proposal is followed everyone would benefit from this project and this could create a ripple effect in the economy. In a wider context, if you look at the American economy you will realise that over 50 per cent of housing mortgages funds it. The housing industry and its downturn industry are enormous. Less than one per cent of the Pakistani economy runs on housing loans.


Versatility is a great thing. If we want things to happen and the economy to have a ripple effect, we have to be creative instead of taking the easy way out.

(By Navaid Husain, The News-7, 06/05/2007)

Avoidable deaths, injuries caused as traffic accidents take their toll

Here are some chilling statistics about accidents in Karachi. There are only four public sector hospitals in this city of 15 million that offer CT scan facility which is crucial if a person has had a head injury. What is more worrisome is that fifty per cent of the traffic causalities in the city involve young persons under 25 years of age. Both these facts may be random, but, put together, mean that young lives are being needlessly lost in the city. And one reason is the lack of proper medical facilities. 


One cannot, however, blame doctors for the problem. “Neuro-surgeons need a significant infrastructure before they can work. 


Hospitals should have the facility of CT scan and preferably that of MRI but only four public sector hospitals and ten private sector hospitals in the city have these facilities,” Dr Rashid Jooma, Professor of Neurosurgery and Executive Director, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical centre (JPMC) told The News. 


A CT scan-also called CT (computerised tomography) or CAT scan-is an X-ray technique that produces images of internal organs that are more detailed than those produced by conventional X-ray exams. MRI is magnetic resonance imaging. Both these are crcucial if lives are to be saved, particularly in head injury cases. 

“Hospitals must also have the facility to look after neuro-surgical patients in an intensive care setting,” Dr Jooma, who is perhaps the most eminent neuro-surgeon in the country, added. He said the public sector hospitals enjoying the facility of CT scan and MRI include JPMC, Civil Hospital Karachi, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and PNS Shifa. 


Jooma rejected the notion that neuro-surgeons were not available in hospitals during evening peak hours when the incidence of road accidents is the highest and hence the lives of patients are threatened. “The JPMC has a trained neuro-surgical facility. The doctor attending the patient may not be a neuro-surgeon but can deal with head injuries. He is available round the clock, 365 days a year,” he clarified. 

“In yesteryears when the facility of CT scan was not available, diagnoses needed expertise and my father Dr. Jooma had to rush to the hospital. But today the volume of trauma is so much that even junior doctors have become well trained and rarely have to ask for help,” he added. 


Data compiled by JPMC’s Traffic Injury Research & Prevention Centre that became operational in September 2006 shows that 17,600 cases of injuries due to road accidents were reported at the hospital between Sept 6, 2006 and March 7, 2007. 


“Motorbike riders and pedestrians have been identified as vulnerable road user groups and research is being carried out to design preventive strategies to protect them,” Syed Ameer Hussain, manager Road Traffic Injury Research & Prevention Centre at JPMC told The News. 

“JPMC receives the highest number of casualties of road accidents in terms of severity and 30-40 cases of road accidents are reported to this hospital daily,” he said. 

The fact that motorcyclists, pillion-riders and pedestrians have been identified as vulnerable road user groups indicates that it is the middle and lower middle class of Karachi that bears the major brunt of road accidents. 

“About 10,000 cases of road accidents related to motorcyclists and 3,500 pedestrians were brought to JPMC for treatment between September 6, 2006 and March 7, 2007,” he said. 

“The causalities do not include people who die on the spot. We assume that casualties during this period were not less than 5,500 since a substantial portion do not end up in the emergency ward at the hospital,” he hastened to add. 


M.A. Jinnah Road, Sharea Faisal, Naumaish, Baloch Colony, Mauripur Road and Korangi Road have been identified as “black spots” because most of the traffic accidents of Karachi occur on these roads. As many as 1,000 road accidents were reported on M.A. Jinnah Road, 1,000 on Shraea Faisal, and 700 on Korangi Road during this period. Out of these, 25 persons expired due to accidents on M.A. Jinnah Road, 28 on Sharea Faisal, and 24 on Korangi Road. 


As many as 1,000 accidents took place in the proximity of bridges, fly overs and underpasses and 25 of these unfortunate people died, Hussain said. Twenty per cent of the accidents were due to design fault of the roads, 30 per cent due to vehicle faults and 17 per cent due to bad road surface, he informed. 

He said many accidents also occur because buses do not stop at bus stops. Overloading, sudden application of brakes, falling while embarking or disembarking from buses and falling from moving vehicles have also resulted in accidents, many of them fatal. 


Out of the total casualties during this period, 89.40 per cent were male and 10.60 per cent female, the statistics show. Such chilling statistics also point to the need for better traffic management as well as improved medical facilities particularly at public sector hospitals in the city. Whether this happens in the short term remains to be seem.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 06/05/2007)

Broken down dumper truck causes traffic jam

Commuters on the National Highway had to suffer a massive traffic jam at the notorious Quaidabad intersection, with people having to wait hours as a dumper truck carrying building material met with an accident there late Friday evening.

The dumper truck was carrying construction material for the Quaidabad flyover. A large number of inter-city and intra-city buses, in addition to other private vehicles and goods carriers, remained stuck in the bumper-to-bumper traffic blockade on both sides of the highway. Traffic from Interior Sindh remained stationary from Manzil Pump up to Malir River Bridge, also known as Murghi Khan Bridge, a distance of some two kilometres. Similarly traffic headed towards the Interior remained jammed over a kilometre where the dumper had collapsed.


Traffic from the airport towards Landhi and Korangi suffered the most — they had to pass through that intersection twice because they were not given any diversion after the commencement of the construction work of the flyover. It may be added here that the traffic jam took place on the road leading upcountry.


The number of traffic policemen was not enough to tackle such a huge number of commuters. Matters were made worse as the traffic flow at the time was at its peak and there was no alternate route for traffic take. 

“It took me more than an hour to cross this intersection,” said Asif, a resident of Bin Qasim Town, adding, “The place is so congested that the dumper could not be removed from the road.” He also stated that earlier in the afternoon he saw two other heavy vehicles that also broke down on the main National Highway; one at Port Qasim intersection and the other at the Manzil Pump intersection.


“What shocked me more than the traffic jam was the reason behind it since the two vehicles that I saw some six hours ago were present on the same spot and nobody removed them,” he lamented. 

“Do our traffic police officials have any equipment to pull these heavy vehicles aside under such situations,” he questioned, adding, “I really wonder if there is some authority who can check the fitness of these vehicles that frequently go out of order and cause problems for others.”


It may be added that earlier an NLC tanker also broke down near cattle colony and caused a traffic jam that continued for some seven hours after which the vehicle was removed from the road.

When contacted, officials from the traffic police said that a few dumper trucks were carrying construction material to facilitate the development work of the Quaidabad flyover but one of them broke down which caused congestion but was later cleared by the traffic police.


Asked if they were informed in advance about the construction work, the traffic police said that the work was unannounced and caused problems for the commuters.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 06/05/2007)

Work on two bus corridors to begin this year
KARACHI, May 6: The city government will start work on the construction of two of the four corridors for the Bus Rapid Transport System in the current year by utilising the first instalment of $200 million of the $800 million loan granted by the Asian Development Bank for Karachi Mega City Development Project.

In the projected plan, the first corridor is stretched between Surjani Town and Merewether Tower and the second between Orangi Town and Nazimabad, where it meets the Board Office section of the first corridor.


The other two corridors will later be linked with the Bus Rapid Transport System.


The third corridor connects Nagan Chowrangi with Sharea Faisal, where it meets the signal-free corridor whereas the fourth one links Safoora Goth Chowrangi and Numaish intersection via University Road.


The decision to start construction of the corridors was taken at a meeting held under the chairmanship of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. It was informed that the consultants of the project had already started their work on the project.

The nazim directed the departments concerned to provide their studies to the consultants in order to avoid any technical problem in the execution and completion of the project in a minimum possible time.

IT TOWER: An amount of Rs120 million would be spent on the training of 2,000 youth required to undertake the call seats job at the proposed IT Tower in Karachi.

This was stated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal during a briefing from the investor consortium on the IT Tower project here on Saturday.


DCO Javed Hanif, EDOs, representatives of consortium, besides the consultant and engineers of the city government, attended the briefing. The meeting gave approval to the design of the project.

The city nazim said that the consortium would provide Rs100 million while the remaining Rs20 million would be provided by the city government.

(Dawn-15, 07/05/2007)

Follies in the name of development

The TEPA plan to widen Lahore’s Canal Road and the public’s reactions to it are well documented. TEPA says the road needs to be widened to accommodate the city’s traffic for the next decade. Various citizens’ groups claim that doing so would spell ruin for this ancient metropolis. So far, things have been done by the book: TEPA has filed an EIA before the EPA (a requirement under the Environmental Protection Act), and the public awaits the decision of its environmental regulator.


It was slightly out of the ordinary, then, to read that, at a press conference last month, the MD of TEPA announced plans to widen the Canal Road from Jail Road to Ferozepur Road as part of a pilot project. One had thought that TEPA would at least wait for the EPA to approve the project. After all, the EPA has held a public hearing of the objections to the project, and it behoves every public institution to consider the views of the people it claims to serve.


A report of the press conference quotes the MD, a retired brigadier (obviously a career in our armed forces gives any man expertise in transport planning), as saying the Canal Road handles “a major portion of the city’s traffic because it is the main link between the city centre and the growing city suburbs.” He said “the Canal Road widening project will delay traffic crises until 2015” when the currently planned rapid mass transit lines are slated to come into operation.

The TEPA proposal is wrong on so many levels it is difficult to know where to begin. Let me explain why.


A few days ago, I spent three hours running in city traffic. And I was nowhere near the Canal. I was stuck in a traffic jam behind the High Court on Mozang Road. A day later, going to and from Sheikhupura, my journey out of and back into Lahore was interrupted on numerous occasions by the early morning school traffic, potholes, construction work, encroachments, unfinished and unmanned road development works and, strangely, cattle that congests the roads of the never ending peri-urban belt of the city. And I was nowhere near the Canal. A friend tells me that some of the traffic jams near Ravi Bridge are legend. 


It simply defies logic that widening the Canal Road will improve the city’s traffic. All a wider road will do is increase the speed at which more and more vehicles will congest secondary and tertiary streets. The TEPA proposal is simply not good traffic planning as it ignores the lesson in the mistake made by so many other cities in the developing world: traffic management is not about automobiles; it is essentially a question of vehicular flow. 


There are indeed a large number of vehicles which use the Canal Road on a daily basis (the TEPA figures are unreliable as they are not based on trip generation statistics, a remarkable omission as these figures are the very minimum needed to understand the nature of the traffic one hopes to manage). The Canal Road adjoins and acts as a conduit to and from numerous private housing schemes. And if there is one characteristic shared by all private housing schemes in Lahore, it is that they are automobile-dependant. Since Lahore’s main business and commercial area (the Lower Mall) has remained static and everyday utilities are slow to catch up with the private housing boom, living in a new private housing scheme means using the car to get to work, go to school, get groceries and for entertainment.


It’s no secret that the Canal Road widening plan is designed to cater to the upper-middle class and the upper class of Lahore; those with the resources to acquire automobiles. Elitism isn’t new in Pakistan, but it is most glaringly on display on our streets. The fact that TEPA has, in the past, widened roads at the expense of footpaths means, quite literally, that, in their mind traffic planning has nothing to do with pedestrians (and, I might add, motorcyclists). But elitism isn’t the reason the TEPA proposal is bad transport planning. There are several reasons why it is, however.


Smart transport planning requires the identification of individual modes of transport so that they may be catered to on a separate basis. Thus, smart transport planning would consider pedestrians, cyclists, motor-cyclists, rickshaws, motorists (automobiles and vans), minivans and buses based on their efficiency in terms of number of passengers transported and environmental friendliness. 


Inefficient transport should be fined through a congestion fee imposed on the size and cost of an automobile (and on the rationale — similar to the one embraced by London and, most recently New York — that, if anyone can afford to purchase a Porsche Cayanne, they can afford a congestion charge of Rs100,000/- per annum), payable to the TEPA or the local government. This money should be statutorily dedicated to the acquisition of public transport buses as well as the recruitment and maintenance of a dedicated TEPA or local government cadre of traffic regulation enforcement officials. And parking fees and fines should be raised.


Smart transport planning would require that the question of transporting the rich to and from school, work and play be addressed through intra-town public transport services. This transport service (in an ideal world, CNG-fitted buses on grade separated streets) would act to circulate commuters through any given town. Junctions should be made which connect important terminals in one town to those in others. The congestion fee should be high enough to purchase buses air-conditioned and nice enough for our pampered elite.


The focus of transport planning and engineering should not be automobiles. It should be the circulation of all modes of transport. The traffic on secondary and tertiary roads — the ones that provide this circulation — can be controlled only thought a multi-pronged approach involving padestrianisaion, public transport, an increase in traffic signals, the use of one-way street systems and, of course, the Holy Grial: the planned rapid mass transit system. 

TEPA has simply not used any new transport planning strategies in proposing the Canal Road widening project. And yet, without properly exhausting all of its options, they are willing to sacrifice one of Lahore’s most important landmarks in the name of development which is unsustainable and which, in the end, will do more damage to the city than not. There is simply no basis for the MD of TEPA to assert that widening the Canal Road will benefit any of the traffic in the city.


It would therefore be incredibly unfair to the residents of Lahore if TEPA were to begin implementing their project without EPA approval. The pilot project or any project which simply breaks the overall proposal into segments is obviously an attempt to begin the project without EIA approval. Just because it is part of the ‘Sarkar’ does not make it infallible. The future of this city depends on their not proceeding with the the Canal Road widening project in the name of development.

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 07/05/2007)

Serving commuters of Karachi


THIS is with reference to the ongoing plan by the CDGK for elevated expressway. I need to mention here that since almost all our current nazims and ministers are frequent travellers to London, they must have seen how they have developed the mass transit network to cater the millions of commuters.

If we even leave the example of a developed country, please see how the local governments in Delhi and Mumbai are doing work on local subways on fast track.


Instead of building road networks in the first phase, which will never solve the problem of millions of average commuters of Karachi, they would have built the three corridors for elevated trains; one from Surjani to Old Numaish through Nagan Chowragi - Nazimabad, second one from Sohrab Goth to Old Numaish through Liaqatabad and the third from University to Old Numaish through Uuniversity Road.


Once at Old Numaish, one track could go up to Tower. If we have to invest a billion on this project, we should go for it as this scenario alone will put hundreds and thousands of vehicles off road and ease the burden on the existing road network.


One can see hundreds and thousands of commuters sitting on rooftops of minibuses along these three routes day and night and no matter how many buses are used and how wide we build roads, the problem would never be resolved. Incidentally the major vote bank of the current setup live along these routes and would positively benefit.
The same mode of transportation is used throughout the developed world and now underdeveloped countries are using the same in South Asia and South America. Local train networks built hundred years ago still serve in those countries. When will our rulers invest something that is beneficial for our city?

JUNAID ALAM

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 11/05/2007)
City witnesses virtual breakdown of public transport

A complete collapse of government and state machinery in controlling the city’s tense situation since Friday evening also witnessed virtual breakdown of public transport in major residential and business localities of Karachi on Saturday.
The absence of public transport in almost all areas of the city and incidents of rioting, firing and killing in various volatile localities added well to the woes and sufferings of the people of Karachi. 
The government however did not take appropriate and alternative emergency measures to provide due public transportation facilities to a large number of people who were stranded at bus stops and other roadside junctions. 


Buses, minibuses and coaches, which started getting vanished from arteries since late Friday evening, remained off the roads throughout the day on Saturday. 

The owners and operators of public transport restricted function of their buses in fear of arbitrary actions and undue impounding of vehicles by the government and law enforcement agencies after announcement of various rallies for Saturday. 


The availability of rickshaws and taxis in the absence of buses also remained seriously precarious in the localities where law and order situation was worse. 


Scores of people in major business areas of the city were compelled to take refuge in their office establishments since Friday evening in view of the serious security situation and fast dwindling public transport buses. 

The passengers arriving in the city at Karachi Airport, railway stations and inter-city bus terminals faced serious difficulties and hardships in reaching their destinations. 


Almost all major roads and arteries leading to the Karachi Airport were rendered inaccessible since late Friday evening much to the disadvantage of the intending airline passengers and visitors of Malir and other areas along the National Highway. 


Various companies of radio cab service operating at the Karachi Airport suspended their taxi service since Friday evening in view of the announcement of various public rallies in the city. 


Meanwhile, a spokesman of the Pakistan Railways told The News that some 25 to 30 passenger trains arriving and going out of the metropolis were delayed for several hours on Saturday. 


He said that operation of trains to and from Karachi was affected between 12.15 p:m and 6 p:m and added that all the delayed upcountry trains would be sent within 24 hours after a delay of three to four hours from the scheduled timings.

(The News-19, 13/05/2007)

Battlefield Karachi

AS most people dreaded, Saturday’s ‘peaceful’ rallies turned Karachi into a battlefield, leading to a tragic loss of life and limb. The full casualty toll will of course be known later, but it appeared at times as if there was no government in Karachi and it was gunmen who ruled the nation’s biggest city. Writing in this space on Friday we had pleaded with the two sides, “If the rule of law and the people’s interests were dear to them, one or the other should have had the good sense and decency to defer or advance the date of its rally.” Regrettably, neither side bothered to heed this warning. Later in the day, a notice was served on the lawyers accompanying Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry asking them to leave Karachi. If the arrival of these lawyers was the cause of violence, the Sindh government should have anticipated it, acted a couple of days earlier and coordinated its action with the Punjab government. Asking them to leave just showed that the provincial administration had no clear-cut strategy for the day. Besides, freedom of movement and the right to protest cannot be denied to any citizen.


While no one was surprised by the violence, what was shocking was the extent of disturbances, for the entire city of over 10 million witnessed total lawlessness. Armed groups exchanged fire, torched vehicles, opened up on caravans of political activists coming to the city to take part in the rallies, kept attacking the offices of Aaj TV for hours and fired even on ambulances, while the security personnel looked on. The dead included an Edhi ambulance driver, political activists and innocent passers-by. The administration barricaded all key traffic points, ostensibly to block the CJ’s supporters from proceeding to the airport, thus denying the right of movement to normal traffic. This turned out to be a tragedy, for ambulances carrying the wounded were stranded. Only details will later reveal how many of the injured died in the ambulances because of this thoughtless blocking of thoroughfares. Such was the callousness with which the police impounded trucks and minibuses to serve as roadblocks that most public transport went off the roads on Friday evening, thus causing hardship to hundreds of thousands of commuters.


The administration had claimed that it had taken all possible measures, deploying 15,000 security personnel, to ensure that the activists of the two sides would not come face to face with each other. However, by mid-day political activists armed to the teeth were often found locked in confrontation, and those who fell were mostly innocent citizens. Millions of TV viewers saw gunmen roaming the streets with impunity and firing from positions taken on buildings and bridges, with some unashamedly waving party flags. The offices of Aaj TV remained under attack for three hours, even though the Sindh home secretary claimed that he would provide security to it within 30 minutes of the complaint.


As the day ended, one could see that there wasn’t much of ‘processioning’. Caravans coming from the interior were few and far between, and even the MQM rally was not its usual self. The violence stemmed from two causes: an inexplicable desire on the part of the governing Sindh coalition, which has the MQM as a major partner, to ‘discourage’ the CJ from visiting Karachi. The CJ camp could have backed off; it too did not. Two, the law and order machinery completely failed to do its job, the Sindh governor and the chief minister’s tall claims assuring the people of complete peace notwithstanding.

(Dawn-7, 13/05/2007)
City abandoned by law-enforcers
KARACHI, May 12: Despite tall claims by the Sindh government and the police about heavy deployment to maintain law and order on the day of Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry’s arrival in the city, the police and rangers disappeared from trouble spots, giving a free hand to rival groups to exchange fire and kill each other.


Police said that scores of people were killed in the violent incidents, and many others were wounded while several vehicles were set on fire. Witnesses said that over 35 vehicles were set ablaze at various spots in the city.


Advisor to the Sindh Chief Minister on Home Affair Wasim Akhtar on Friday had claimed that 8,000 personnel of the police and an equal number of rangers’ personnel would be deployed to maintain peace and tranquillity in the city. However, no personnel of the law-enforcement agencies were seen at the trouble spots, witnesses said.

They said that workers of political groups freely roamed on Sharea Faisal brandishing weapons, while the artery was closed as trucks, buses and large containers were placed at all entry and exit points of the thoroughfare. Sharea Faisal is the only way to proceed from the airport to the Sindh High Court, which was completely blocked off since late Friday night and opened late on Saturday afternoon.


The police high command denied having blocked roads or erected barricades, saying that some miscreants had blocked the entry and exit points of Sharea Faisal besides other streets. Observers, however, said that Sharea Faisal was blocked in an organised way and police officials were seen placing containers on every opening of the main road.


Although the Capital City Police Officer, Azhar Farooqi, said the police were deployed at all important and sensitive places in the city, sizeable contingents of police were seen sitting idle on the streets near Shaheen Complex, Arts Council, Fountain Roundabout, Metropole Hotel, Sindh Assembly Building and its adjoining areas.


Witnesses said that the police and rangers were not around when two groups clashed in Patel Para on Business Recorder Road. A private television channel on Business Recorder Road, which telecast live visuals of gun-brandishing youths of a political party, came under heavy fire. The police were continuously called by the TV channel officials and area people, but the law-enforcers remained absent from the scene for hours.

A fierce clash between two groups took place near Kalaboard in Malir, spreading to the neighbourhood.


Here, too, law-enforcers remained invisible. Due to the absence of the police and rangers, the armed clash was prolonged, in which many people were killed and injured.


Another clash between the two groups occurred in front of the Drigh Colony Railway Station, where firing between the two groups continued for hours.


The motorcade of Sherry Rehman, the PPPP’s Information Secretary, came under attack near the COD intersection, causing her driver to suffer a bullet wound. However, no personnel of the law-enforcement agencies was there to bring the deteriorating situation under control.

“Political activists seem to have taken over the job of policing, as they have occupied all streets and roads and are keeping a vigilant eye on the onlookers and passers-by,” a resident of Burns Road remarked.


Almost all violent activities took place between Baloch Colony Bridge on Sharea Faisal and Malir City on the National Highway. Ironically, there was no presence of police on the patch.

The absence of police and rangers on the violent spots could be judged from the fact that not a single suspected attacker or miscreant was arrested by the law-enforcers.


Sources at the airport told Dawn that a heavy contingent of police reached the PIA International Cargo Complex near Jinnah Terminal and forced the staff to provide them fork-lift trucks and their operators. They said the PIA staff, however, initially refused to comply with the demands, but later provided them with a heavy fork-lift truck and an operator.


Parking of large buses and minibuses, and then the deflating of their tyres and placing large containers was not the work of one man or a small group, observers claimed.

They questioned where the police were when large containers were being placed on various roads across the city, especially on all openings of Sharea Faisal.

(Dawn-17, 13/05/2007)

Edhi driver gunned down in Malir
KARACHI, May 12: As political violence gripped Karachi in the wake of Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry’s arrival in the city on Saturday, an Edhi ambulance driver fell in the line of duty in crossfire in Malir.


Rizwan Edhi of the Edhi Foundation identified the driver as Faizur Rehman, whose age could not be ascertained.


According to Mr Edhi, the driver was taking victims of the crossfire, which had erupted near Malir’s Kala Board area, to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, when he himself fell victim to a hail of bullets. It could not be confirmed whether the driver was targeted or whether he was the victim of indiscriminate fire.


According to Mr Edhi, who described the slain driver a martyr, the foundation was continuing its relief work throughout the city, as reports were continuously coming in of violence in different parts of Karachi. He said Edhi workers were being harassed while the windowpanes of a few of their vehicles were also smashed.

(Dawn-17, 13/05/2007)

Sharea Faisal turns into battleground
KARACHI, May 12: Pitiful, shocking scenes were witnessed on Saturday as several people, who were injured during armed clashes at Sharea Faisal at Malir 15 and Malir Halt, later succumbed to their wounds on the main road. Their bodies lay unattended for several hours on the city’s main thoroughfare.


Mostly belonging to the opposition parties, some of the injured managed to crawl to the neighbourhood of Malir Halt. At least six bodies were lying on main Sharea Faisal near Malir Halt traffic signal.

This reporter witnessed several injured people, who had suffered gunshots in the arms or legs, being comforted by area residents, who did their best to bandage their wounds. Ironically, only the ambulances of Khidmat-i-Khalq Foundation, the welfare wing of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, were visible since the beginning of the day in the affected area.


A KKF ambulance carrying four injured persons was seen collecting them and dumping them in a local Malir hospital.

Two bodies were seen lying for several hours in front of the Bhittai Rangers’ Headquarters, but the jawans didn’t bother to remove the bodies.


Moreover, several hours-long gun battles were practically fought in front of the Bhittai Rangers’ Headquarters, but the rangers apparently decided to look the other way.

This reporter saw a police mobile collecting dead bodies several hours after the bloody shootout.


All the bodies collected from Malir were dumped at a spot by the police, from where Edhi ambulances collected them and shifted them to different hospitals. An eyewitness told Dawn that miscreants even took out cell phones and cash from the bodies before fleeing.


Police, especially the SHOs and sectors in charge of Shah Faisal, Malir City, Khokhrapar and adjoining areas were seen working in exemplary coordination. Party activists were seen carrying repeater guns and TT pistols with impunity.


All routes to the airport were blocked by over-enthusiastic workers of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement, who had blocked Sharea Faisal from Drigh Road onwards by parking commandeered public transport vehicles. At some places, the blockade was so tight that even a motorcycle could hardly pass through.

A route which connects the airport through Gulistan-i-Jauhar was blocked by Muttahida workers, who boarded public and private vehicles.


Rangers on the outer cordon were preventing passengers and airline workers from getting through to the airport. A rangers’ official told this reporter that the party workers had dug trenches on the route.

On the other side, Muttahida workers carrying party flags had blocked the intersection that connects the airport to Malir Cantonment, by parking minibuses and containers placed on trucks.


Rangers personnel were standing at the outer cordon at the Quaid-i-Azam International Airport, while ASF officials were at the inner cordon.


However, they allowed workers carrying Muttahida flags on motorcycles into the airport premises, though they were checking the media for their identity.

After entering both the domestic departure and arrivals lounges, the workers started chanting slogans. In the afternoon, when workers carrying Muttahida flags -- some equipped with the latest weaponry -- started retreating from Sharea Faisal, a rangers’ convey moved out from Bhittai Rangers’ Headquarters and asked the Muttahida workers to end their blockade.

The workers boarded minibuses as some vehicles with tinted glasses were seen escorted by the rangers’ convey.

Some of the opposition workers of the ANP were also seen carrying arms, which they used against Muttahida activists.

(By S. Raza Hassan, Dawn-17, 13/05/2007)

Buses without route permits ply on roads not open to others

In what can best be described as a blatant violation of traffic laws, hundreds of public transport buses are plying the city without permits or proper documents while the traffic police looks the other way. The fact that these buses are able to move on VIP routes and through busy commercial centres without being fined has put a big question mark on the performance of the traffic police and points to a scandal that reeks of corruption and bhatta culture. But the traffic police maintains that it is controlling the situation. 


Statistics taken from both the Regional Transport Authority (RTA) and Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) show that some 40 per cent of the registered numbers of buses plying on city roads do not have route permits. A large number of public transport buses are plying in different areas of the city especially in Saddar without authorized route permits which is in violation of section 48 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO). 


In addition to mini buses and coaches, others, too, have caught on to the act. In the guise of contract vans, a few coasters and vans (mostly Toyota Hiace) in Malir Halt are running on a commercial basis without any route permit. One can also see a few coasters illegally operating from Khokhrapar up to Tower and back. Despite being in full public view, these coasters are not challenged by the traffic police.


What is interesting is that these vans are currently charging the highest fare in the city. Some of these vehicles are openly plying on main Shahrea Faisal under the very nose of the traffic police. To add insult to injury, these vehicles also run on I .I Chundrigar Road where public transport is banned. If that is not enough, they are also seen passing from Metropole and Governorís House where no other public transport is allowed. One can only conclude that either this is being done with official connivance or the traffic police has simply lost its ability to check traffic violations. 


However, DIG Traffic Faluk Khurshid told The News ìWe do keep a vigilant eye on vehicles that have no route permit. We have controlled it to a great extent and those still plying are very less in number.” The traffic police chief also said that the police “does not compromise on traffic violations” and in addition to vehicles without route permit they also look for even those which ply off the route in order to carry more passengers. ìWe impound such vehicles and also impose heavy fines on them,” the DIG added.


Other departments say they are helpless. When asked to comment on the issue, Athar Hussain, EDO Transport and Communication Department of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) stated, ìCancelling a route permit is what the RTA can do but in the given case they do not have this option either since these buses do not even have any route permits.”


The EDO commented ìIn Saddar alone, a good number of buses are operating illegally. This affects revenue of the government, and it also affects our studies and research which are based on those registered with the RTA.” 

Speaking on the role of city government, Athar Hussain said that the CDGK could not do anything since they are not the regulatory authority. When contacted, Khalid Khan, Secretary Provincial Transport Authority told this correspondent, ìWe have forwarded a summary to the Chief Justice of the Sindh High Court through the home department. We recommended that magisterial powers of Secretary RTA and Secretary PTA should be restored for effective results under which the officers from these departments would monitor this violation.”


Statistics from the local Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) reveal that a total of 21,071 public transport buses (buses, mini buses, coaches) were registered till December 2006 while the figures given by RTA show that a total of 12,619 vehicles were issued route permits till the same date. Based on the given statistics, it is safe to say that some 8,452 buses (40 percent of the registered total) are plying in the city without a route permit.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 17/05/2007)

Buses without route permit because of demand: transporters

Transporters have argued that hundreds of public transport buses are plying the city without permits or proper documents because the government is not willing to issue new route permits despite of rise in demand for public transport.


Saleem Khan Bangush, President of National Transport Ittehad Karachi (NTIK) says “In saddar, no new route permit is being issued therefore buses are plying illegally.” 

“If they issue route permits, why would we pay heavy fines to traffic police,” he continued, adding, “The penalty for this violation is Rs100 but the sergeants harass drivers by showing a challan of Rs500 and bargain for the extortion money, thus drivers have to pay them Rs50 or more to get away.


Many, however, object to the fact that these buses are able to move on VIP roads and through busy commercial centres without being fined. They say that this has put a big question mark on the performance of the traffic police and points to a scandal that reeks of corruption and bhatta culture. 


Statistics taken from both the Regional Transport Authority (RTA) and Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) show that some 40 per cent of the registered numbers of buses plying on city roads do not have route permits. A large number of public transport buses are plying in different areas of the city especially in Saddar without authorized route permits which is in violation of section 48 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance (MVO). 


Bangush admitted that some 3,500 buses associated with NKTI are plying without route permits in the city. However, he refused to identify them. “Since Nawaz Sharif’s government, the route permit for saddar is banned therefore transporters are compelled to ply without a route permit,” he said. 

“Government should issue route permits so that we can get rid of heavy fines,” he added. Bangush stated that if they can not issue a permit for Saddar, they should at least grant that for other areas of the city. Showing his support for bus operators, he said that they are serving the public since the government is unable to meet public demand. “The CM should order for issuance of route permits as to avoid this violation,” he added.


Muhammad Shamim Akhtar, Secretary Regional Transport Authority, however, contradicts this. He told The News, “There are some routes that were never approved by RTA while a particular route that was approved in past is now cancelled. Nevertheless a large number of buses are openly plying on the same.” 


The RTA chief gave example of Makkah Coach that is running from Gulistan-e-Jauhar up to Khuda Ki Basti near Lyari Express Way for the last five months or so and said that this route was never approved nevertheless some 20 buses are plying. He also pointed out towards mini buses plying on route No16 (Saddar) and said all the buses on this route are also illegally operating since the entire route was cancelled by RTA some 4 years ago. He further stated that in many cases the route is approved but all the buses on the same route do not have their route permits. 


When asked what RTA is doing in this regard, he answered, “We have issued several letters to the concerned authority and complained about Makkah Coach but no action has been taken as yet.” He adds, “This is the area of traffic regulatory authority. However, we made a vigilance committee and took action against increasing violations by operators especially against UTS and KPTS buses.” 


Akhtar added “We had plans to extend it further to other buses but operators politicised the matter saying they were victimized and the committee was dissolved in two weeks only.” He lamented, “When we take action the pressure is exerted on us.” 


The reason behind the violation he said was that the operators do not get route permits deliberately so that they can frequently change their route. If 50 buses have been issued permit on a particular route, the terminal operators allow an additional 20 to 30 buses on the same routes to make more money. “When those additional buses suffer losses or find better opportunities on other routes they switch over to that,” added the RTA chief. “If they legally shift the route, they are required to pay full route permit fee again,” he explained.


Speaking about the status of banned on route permits of the intra city buses, he said, “The government never banned route permits for big buses even those in Saddar as issuance of new route permits was banned only for mini buses to Saddar in 1985 and it is still banned.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 18/05/2007)

EIA of elevated expressway from 21st
KARACHI, May 18: An eleven-member committee of experts formed by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency will meet on May 21 for evaluation of environmental impact assessment (EIA) in regard to proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway, said a source in the agency.


Under the provisions of Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Review of EIA/IEE) Regulations 2000, the committee of experts performing on a voluntary basis has been tasked to inspect the project site and submit a report on the environment, health, safety and communication impacts on the people of surrounding areas in particular and Karachi in general.

The proposed elevated expressway over M.T. Khan Road, Sharea Faisal from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad intersection by the city government through foreign financing has been a source of concern since its ground breaking.


The SEPA had held a public hearing on the EIA of the project on April 3 wherein members of the civil society, representatives of NGOs, professionals, conservationists and other stakeholders had expressed reservations. They had said the BOT enterprise was going to prove an inefficient project, in addition to bringing a host of socio-economic and environmental and vegetation degradation.


As per the project plan, the 25-km-long Karachi Elevated Expressway will have dual carriageway with an elevation for vertical clearance of 5.40 metres minimum for vehicular traffic at surface. The columns of the expressway way will be raised strictly on the existing median, islands or centre of the roads in every section.

The prime objective as maintained by city government officials is to enhance the road capacity of the strategic corridor and facilitate safe, secure and speedy travel from Karachi Port to Airport, Port Qasim, Steel Mills, National Highway and Super Highway.


The city government documents and statements gave to understand that the project was being aimed at facilitating cars and motor-bikes mainly, who in return will be taxed by the foreign investors for undertaking every trip on the elevated way.

An environment concern said that the assessment of environmental impact was a systematic process initiated at the planning stage for predicting all the beneficial and adverse effects that any development activity could cause to environment, and then formulating mitigation measures to reduce altogether or at least minimise the harmful effects of that developmental activity on the environment.


Some of the major functions of EIA unit of an environmental protection agency include review of EIA reports by itself and through sectoral experts, holding public hearing for redressing the grievances/complaints of the general public arising from any developmental activity and approval or rejection of development projects based on benefits and losses.


SEPA Director General Abdul Malik Ghauri, who is also the committee’s convener, said the experts would also guide and help the provincial environmental agency in reviewing the EIA report based on quantities and qualitative assessment of the documents and data furnished by the proponents, comments from the public and government agencies.

The committee members include Shamsul Haq Memon, a former secretary of the provincial environment department and at present a consultant to Sindh Coastal Development Authority, Dr S.M. Makhdoomi of Sir Syed University of Engineering and Technology, Dr Mir Shabbar Ali of NED University of Engineering and Technology, Dr Moazzam Ali Khan of Karachi University, Dr Arif Zubair of Federal Urdu University, Col Najamul Islam of Defence Housing Authority, Tufail A. Shaikh of National Highway Authority, Yousuf Barakzai of Lyari Expressway and Karachi Northern Bypass projects.

(Dawn-19, 19/05/2007)

Oil import bill to cross $8.8bn
ISLAMABAD, May 20: With no real increase in domestic consumption, Pakistan’s oil import bill has been estimated to cross $8.8 billion next year mainly due to an expected 8.5 per cent increase in international prices, it is learnt.


According to foreign exchange estimates for the next fiscal year finalised by the government, oil imports would be about 12 per cent higher than current year’s revised estimates of $7.88 billion. International crude prices are forecast to touch the $70 per barrel mark next year compared to current year’s average of $65 per barrel.
A senior petroleum ministry official told Dawn that next year’s crude oil import bill would amount to $4.9 billion, compared to $3.87 billion this year. This would be an additional burden of more than $1 billion or 27 per cent.

The import of petroleum products next year would cost $3.53 billion, slightly lower than the current year’s $3.66 billion due to lower consumption.


The consumption of diesel has been projected to come down to 3.4 million tons and will cost $2.13 billion compared with a consumption of four million tons costing $2.3 billion. On the other hand, the import of four million tons of furnace oil would cost $1.36 billion next year although its consumption is expected to drop from this year’s 4.4 million tons.


The official said the next year’s foreign exchange estimates had been finalised on the basis of $70 per barrel crude oil, $627 per ton diesel and $340 per ton furnace oil prices in the international market. For the current year, crude prices averaged $65 per barrel, diesel $576 per ton and furnace oil $309 per barrel. As such, crude prices are forecast to rise by 7.7 per cent, diesel by 8.8 per cent and furnace oil by 10 per cent.


For the current year, the government had estimated around $7.678 billion oil imports in the budget 2006-07, which had now been revised upward to $7.877 billion because of higher international oil prices and consumption arising out of electricity crisis.


The official said these estimates were part of next year’s budget under which the balance of payment would continue to deteriorate for the third consecutive year and would also increase the trade deficit that had already crossed $11 billion in the first 10 months. The increase in petroleum imports will be on two fronts – an increase in the crude oil imports from 35 million ton to 39 million ton and a rise in the international oil prices.
The official said the consumption of furnace oil was on the rise for the last two years because of  higher electricity requirements and this trend would continue for the next few years as no immediate increase in hydropower capacity was expected. He said the fuel oil import, which was estimated at just 650,000 tons for the current year has now been revised to about 4.4 million tons.

Official statistics suggest that total oil import bill that stood at $4.78 billion in financial year 2004-05 has increased by about 85 percent and is projected at $8.82 billion for the next year. The budget estimates for crude oil imports have also proved wrong as actual imports are not forecast to be lower than the budgetary targets.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 21/05/2007)

Revival of KCR hits inordinate delays

KARACHI, May 20: Notwithstanding the rosy statements and spree of feasibility studies done by foreign experts, the revival of Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) is in the doldrums.


Last week, Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said on the floor of the National Assembly that revalidation of a feasibility study was being done by the Pakistan Railways through international consultant, who would submit their report within two months. He said that the City District Government Karachi and the Punjab government were conducting feasibility studies for the introduction of Metro Train Service in Karachi and Lahore, respectively.


A feasibility study for the KCR revival had also been done by the Japan External Trade Organisation. It started the study in October 2005 and submitted the report in March 2006. The study puts the cost at $872 million and, it is learnt, some Japanese firms and banks are keen to offer the required loans. Recently, the newly appointed representative of the Japan Bank of International Cooperation in Pakistan called on Sindh Chief Secretary Shakeel Durrani and offered the financial assistance.


It may be recalled that in 2004, President Pervez Musharraf had ordered revival of the KCR in two years. Work on the project was started and on March 8, 2005, it was partially revived and a service between Landhi and Wazir Mansion resumed. It was expected that the service would soon be extended to Nazimabad and Gulshan-Iqbal in the next phase but it never happened apparently due to intervention by vested interests.For the people in Karachi, it is really intriguing that the revival of an existing system is hitting delays of years. All the required facilities and infrastructure are available and all that is needed is the will to make it functional. People cannot afford waiting for decades for an urban rail system of European standards and they are content with the available rail system with essential facilities.


The Pakistan Railways is capable of running fast trains between Karachi and Peshawar and is certainly financially and technically sound enough to operate the KCR without help or assistance of foreign experts and their feasibility studies.


Moreover, it could also arrange funding through the government from financial institutions and private sector.


Revival of the KCR has already been supported by the experts associated with Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, Higher Education Commission and Standing Committee on Scientific and Technical Cooperation in a report titled “Technology-based industrial vision and strategy for Pakistan’s socio-economic development.”


The KCR would not only help reduce traffic congestion in the city but also provide an alternative means of transport in the event of strikes, heavy rains or such other problems.

(Dawn-15, 21/05/2007)

Transporters back 3-day strike call
KARACHI, May 21: The Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI) on Monday announced its support to the three-day wheel-jam strike called by the Pakhtun Action Committee (PAC), and said the decision was in protest against leaders of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) who were repeatedly victimising the transporters.


The KTI said the buses, mini-buses, coaches, taxis, rickshaws, yellow cabs, dumpers, trucks and trailers would remain off the roads. It warned that if they were forced to call off the strike the three-day period would be extended.


A meeting of the KTI was held here with Syed Irshad Hussain Shah Bukhari in the chair. It was largely attended by transporters who decided that they would keep their vehicles off the roads during the three-day strike, May 25 to 27, to force the government to pay compensation of the burnt and damaged vehicles.


Participants of the meeting said the vehicles were taken away by the MQM’s sector and unit heads at gunpoint from various areas of the city and they threatened the timekeepers and drivers of dire consequences if they resisted.

It was stated that on May 10 one of the MQM to leaders, Saleem Shehzad, telephoned from London to the KTI general secretary and asked him for providing vehicles on a full-day rent basis, but the promise was not kept and the vehicles were taken away at gunpoint on May 10 and 11.


The transporters expressed their concern over the situation that the vehicles, containers, trailers, busses and minibuses taken away for the rally were either set ablaze or badly damaged on May 12, but no police or Rangers were present to take action against the vandals.


They recalled that their vehicles were burnt in the wake of the Nishtar Park bomb blast but compensation was not yet paid. They added that vehicles were also used in many other rallies in the recent past, but the payment was not made.

They said the government was not taking the transporters’ problems seriously and the entire population was at the mercy of a particular party in the city which believed it was accountable to no one.


The transporters also expressed their annoyance over the soaring prices of petroleum products and said they were faced with many problems, but the government was not serious in solving them. They appreciated the efforts of the PAC for the transporters and assured it of their full support.


SGTTA: The Sindh Goods Trucks and Trailers Association has also seconded the PAC’s three-day strike call and stated that there would be a complete strike across the country.

A meeting of the association was held with its president Al-Hajj Malik Ahmed Khan in the chair. The meeting was attended by many transporters.


Speakers at the meeting warned the government to ensure payment of compensation, daily charges for rally duties and return of the documents of vehicles to the transporters concerned.


General Secretary of SGTTA Malik Javaid Awan, Abdur Rahim Shah, Mushtaq Memon, Raja Abdul Ghafoor, Javaid Memon, Nabiullah, Azmat Niazi, Ismail Qamar, Abdur Rehman, Shoaib Baloch, Ismail Awan, Malik Zahid Awan, Haji Ghulam Ahmed, Ghani Bhai Malik Mushtaq and Suhail Memon also spoke.

They condemned the trend of road blocking with vehicles and warned the Sindh government to stop this illegal practice which could add to the unrest.


STRIKE OPPOSED: Karachi Transport Owners Association President Raja Mohammad Rafiq has opposed the strike, saying some people wanted to create riots in an attempt to halt the development process in the country.

He said the transporters were being tormented by setting their vehicles on fire during strikes despite they had no links to any party. He said that a conspiracy was being hatched to deprive transporters of their livelihood by torching their vehicles, and they were also being compelled to take part in the strike.


Raja Mohamma Rafiq asked the government to ensure early payment of compensation for the torched vehicles and devise a strategy that no one dared burn vehicles in the future. He said they were against strikes but if they were not provided security and compensation immediately, they would take part in the strike.

(Dawn-18, 22/05/2007)

Chundrigar Road construction 

Second phase in three segments

The re-construction of the city’s business hub, I I Chundrigar Road, is in progress these days. The asphalt carpeting will be laid on the stretch from the Karachi Stock Exchange to City Station by May 25 (Friday). The total cost of I I Chundrigar Road’s re-construction is Rs220 million. To minimise the hardships of the citizens during this endeavour, it had been planned that the road would be re-constructed in two phases.


The first phase of road construction started on March 24 and the next one will take place in three segments begining May 25. The offices located at the road are making frantic calls for alternate routes as the next phase of work is about to begin. Sources said this was an important question and that people would be informed about alternate routes.


Informed sources told The News that this phase of the re-construction work is being implemented in three segments in order to further minimise the problems faced by the people. Moreover, though the entire road’s re-construction was to be completed in six months, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, at a foundation stone-laying ceremony, had announced that it would be completed in four months. 


The first segment of this phase of excavation work will start from Outram Road — HBL Plaza, till UNI Plaza from May 25 and it will take one month to complete the work and lay the asphalt. 

Sources said that next, from June 25, excavation work will start from UNI Plaza up to Daily Jang, and that, too, will be completed in a month i.e. July 20. Work on the third segment will start from July 20, and will take stretch from Daily Jang to Shaheen Complex and the asphalt laying will be carried out by August 20, or by the end of August.


Sources said that, after this, the pavement of the road will be started and all overhead wiring will be removed for fixing new lights on the road. City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had instructed that traffic signals and boards for alternate routes be installed to guide the commuters. In this regard, the officials of the city government are unable to decide whether the lights should be imported or be manufactured locally.


On the other hand, a lot of office owners, particularly women, make are calling for public transport to be allowed on this road as they face serious problems in travelling to their offices. They have also appealed to the city Nazim review the decision to impose a ban on public transport on this road, so that buses drop lady commuters at their desired stops.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 22/05/2007)

Elevated Expressway to be scrutinised.


KARACHI: A committee comprising 11 experts has decided to conduct a physical inspection of the proposed Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) and to submit a report on the environment, health and safety measures of the project.

The decision to conduct this inspection was taken during a three-hour long meeting, held Monday, at the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA)’s office in Korangi.


The committee, formed by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), performing on a voluntary basis, comprises Dr Mir Shabbar Ali of NED University of Engineering and Technology, Dr Moazzam Ali Khan of the University of Karachi, Dr Arif Zubair of Federal Urdu University, Col. Najamul Islam of Defence Housing Authority, Tufail A. Shaikh of the National Highway Authority, Yousuf Barakzai of the Lyari Expressway and Karachi Northern Bypass projects, the former secretary of the provincial environment department and presently, a consultant to the Sindh Coastal Development Authority, Shamsul Haq Memon, and Dr S. M. Makhdoomi of the Sir Syed University of Engineering and Technology. 


The committee was formed to evaluate the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the proposed plan of the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE). The proposed elevated expressway, 24 km long with four lanes, from the Native Jetty Bridge to the Quaidabad intersection (through Shahrah-e-Faisal and M. T. Khan Road), is a project of the city government, funded from abroad.

“The committee has decided to conduct inspections as such inspections are necessary under the provisions of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Review of EIA/IEE) Regulations 2000,” the SEPA director general (DG), Abdul Malik Ghauri, informed Daily Times.


When he was asked regarding the experts’ comments on the environmental impacts of the project, the SEPA DG said that they have not mentioned anything in this regard as yet. “They are still studying different issues of the project and will report after conducting the inspection,” he said.


Many social organizations and environmentalists have expressed their concerns regarding the environmental impacts of this proposed plan on the city.

(Daily Times-B1, 22/05/2007)

Three killed in accidents

Three people were killed in different road accidents on Tuesday. Ten-year-old Kamran, son of Noor Mohammad was killed, when a speeding vehicle ran him over near New Sabzi Mandi at the Super Highway, Sohrab Goth police jurisdiction, while he was crossing the road.


Naeem, 32, his wife and daughter were injured in a hit and run accident near Malir traffic signal in Saudabad police limits while they were going on their motorcycle. Passers-by took them to the JPMC in critical condition but Naeem died on the way to the hospital.


Mohammad Sajid, 27, while getting-off the bus lost his balance and fell down in Orangi Town police limits. The bus that he got off from, a UTS-37, accidentally ran him over, killing him on the spot.


BODY FOUND: A decomposed body of an unidentified, 35-year-old drug addict was found in the bushes within Maripur police jurisdiction.

Some passers-by saw his body and informed the police, who then shifted his body to the Civil Hospital for legal formalities. The MLO Civil Hospital said that the body of the deceased was at least 12 days old. His viscus has been preserved for chemical examination.

(The News-19, 23/05/2007)

153 vehicles available for UTPs, court told
KARACHI, May 23: The Sindh Police have placed 153 vehicles for transportation of under-trial prisoners from jails and judicial lock-ups to courts, the Sindh High Court was informed on Wednesday.


A statement submitted by deputy inspector-general (headquarters) Waseem Ahmed to a division bench comprising Chief Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed and Justice Gulzar Ahmed on behalf of the provincial police officer said 18 large vehicles were due to be supplied in June and 15 in July while 120 vans would be delivered in August.


The bench had asked the PPO to explain why the vehicles could not be procured in February as per an assurance to the court. The assurance prompted a court order that the non-production of UTPs in trial courts would render their custody unlawful with effect from March 1. The bench is conducting suo motu proceedings on the prisoners’ plight.

Special home secretary Rashid Alam, who had submitted a comprehensive list of UTPs transferred from isolated cells to barracks in compliance of a court order on the previous date, produced a list of UTPs confined in judicial lock-ups and facing offences punishable with jail terms of up to three years. In all, he said, 600 prisoners in judicial lock-ups were being tried for minor offences carrying a penalty of less than three years of imprisonment.Officiating advocate-general Masood Noorani, additional home secretary Asif Haider, federal attorneys Mahmood Alam Rizvi and Sofia Saeed and Advocate Mohammad Farooq assisted the court. Further proceedings were adjourned to August 16.


POLLUTANT VEHICLES: A division bench consisting of Justices Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Mohammad Athar Saeed asked the transport and environment secretaries and the DIG (traffic) to appear on August 15 and explain how auto-rickshaws and other diesel-operated buses and coaches could be phased out from the city roads to prevent air and noise pollution and ease traffic congestion.

The court had constituted a committee headed by advocate-general Anwar Mansoor Khan to discuss the matter with all the stakeholders and submit a report to amicably resolve it. The AG being on leave, no report could be submitted on Wednesday and the bench adjourned the hearing of the petition, filed by Advocate Islam Hussain to end air and noise pollution.

(Dawn-17, 24/05/2007)

Removal of smoke-emitting vehicles from city’s roads

SHC summons transport, EPA officials

Sindh High Court on Wednesday summoned provincial Secretary Transport, representatives of Environment Protection Agency and DIG Traffic to come up with definite proposal regarding final cut-off date for the removal of smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles from the city roads.


SHC’s division bench, comprising Anwar Zaheer Jamali and Justice Mohammad Athar Saeed, was hearing the petition moved by a lawyer Islamuddin against smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles as well as against the illegal bus terminals in the city. The court observed that several orders had been passed to resolve and redress the grievances of the general public but no substantial result emerged. 


The petitioner said that the authorities concerned and respondents were deliberately delaying the orders passed by the court and once again committee’s report in compliance to court order issued on December 1, 2006, was not placed on record. 


On December 1 last year, the SHC had constituted a committee headed by Advocate General Sindh with the direction to submit definite proposal regarding final cut-off date for the removal of smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles from the city roads. The committee comprised Advocate General Sindh Anwar Mansoor Khan, Secretary Transport, DIG Traffic, representatives of City District Government Karachi, the petitioner himself and the representatives of transporters’ organizations.


As the matter was taken up, the court was told that Advocate General Sindh was on leave for two months thus the report could not be made available for the record.

Taking notice over the delay in the submission of the report, the court observed it could not wait indefinitely for such a report and other suggestions on behalf of authorities concerned to redress the grievance of the petitioner.

To resolve the grievance of the petitioner, the court summoned the Secretary Transport, secretary of the ministry under which the Environment Protection Agency works, representatives of EPA and DIG Traffic on August 15, to submit definite statements on the petition.


On April 26, 2006, the court had observed that the right to enjoy unpolluted atmosphere and breathing in clean air constitute the fundamental rights of a citizen that could not be denied. 

The court had ordered DIG Traffic to ensure that no smoke-emitting and noise-creating vehicles should ply in the city after three months and the DIG got full authority to impound such vehicle after three months.

The petition had been pending in SHC since February 2004.

(By Jamal Khurshid, The News-13, 24/05/2007)

Traffic flow another victim of electricity outages

Aside from households and shopkeepers who are suffering from frequent power outages, vehicular traffic is also one of the main victims of these power failures. The current technology of traffic signals does not have any back-up capacity due to which signals cannot remain turned on whenever a power failure takes place. Therefore, manual regulation of over-crowded traffic leads to traffic blues.


Frequent power outages leave no option for traffic police other than manual regulation of vehicular traffic, which under the given circumstances is an up-hill task since impatient commuters do not strictly follow traffic rules. Another factor cited is that traffic police is sometimes not visible to many motorists due to their ground position: unlike a traffic signal that can be viewed from a distance. 


“Most of the commuters especially motorcyclists do not bother to stop at a red light,” said a sergeant at Malir 15 intersection. He included the fact that “The intersection is very ill planned and congested and recurring power failures add to our problems since we cannot issue challans for any violation if the signals are not working.” He further stated that at one time they can either regulate traffic or issue tickets to violators, adding that when signals are functioning they are able to take on the offenders who are much too difficult to be caught when the police are busy regulating traffic manually.


Commenting on the issue, Syed Athar Hussain, EDO Transport and Communication Department City District Government Karachi (CDGK) said that when regulating manually, one particular side gets through while other side has long queues that cause problems since traffic police gives access to the traffic based on his judgement, while an automated signal works on the basis of calculation. Moreover, the current time plan is too old and it does not suit the existing traffic situation, therefore, even if signals are functioning, traffic management remains a problem because the old time plan doesn’t match the current number of vehicles passing through a particular intersection.


When asked if CDGK is making any preparations to cope with the situation, Syed Athar Hussain, EDO Transport and Communication Department CDGK replied, “We will soon introduce ‘Real Time Demand Responsive System’ a technology that automatically adjusts the flow of traffic.” The EDO said that these signals work on microprocessor-based controllers and that there is a particular saturation level for them. When that level doesn’t match the number of vehicles passing from a particular intersection chaos is the result which often leads to fatal accidents. Speaking about the solution to power failures, he said, “This new technology will include latest traffic lights that will have some back-up capacity which let these lights remain turned on for a particular period in case of a power failure.” He added that the time plan will also be adjusted with the introduction of this new technology.


Earlier this year the CDGK announced that this new technology will be introduced to deal with problems associated with traffic lights. When asked about the progress in this regard, he said, “Unless we are given an NOC by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) which is providing financial assistance, we cannot appoint any consultants.” He further said that after clearance from the ADB, it will take them three months to prepare the project while a complete year will be required for its implementation.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-19, 24/05/2007)

Babies being born in ambulances because of road blocks, bumpy rides


KARACHI: Five percent of women’s delivery cases Edhi ambulances attend to, end up giving birth before reaching a hospital, said Mohammad Farooq Baloch, an Edhi ambulance driver, while talking to Daily Times in a panel interview at the Mereweather Edhi office.


A centre receives 100 to 150 calls a day out of which 8 to 10 calls are delivery cases. “There were always deliveries taking place in ambulances but now the number of deliveries that used to occur in a year are taking place in one month,” said Baloch, adding that the main reason are the development projects under construction all over the city. “One in ten deliveries take place in the ambulance and sometimes even in a taxi or rickshaw, if that is the patient’s temporary mode of transport until we can reach her,” he said.


Most of the pregnant women who can’t afford expensive treatment go to either Civil Hospital or JPMC and they suffer the most because the roads that lead to those places are the most packed, he added.


During road construction, various cuts in the roads are closed off and this causes even more inconvenience to the drivers because they do not have the option of using those cuts to shorten their travel time. “It takes 1.5 hours to go from Baldia to Civil hospital even though it should barely take 25 minutes,” said Baloch. There is no benefit if one road is reconstructed and then opened up for public use because then the alternative route is immediately shutdown for more construction, added the driver.

“It’s really troublesome when a patient has to be picked up from areas like Baldia Town, Ittehad Town, Orangi Town, Hub Chowki villages, Sakran Road, and Mohajir Camp areas as the majority of these areas are katchi abadies and the broken roads makes the ride very bumpy which causes the delivery,” said Aamir Shehzad, another Edhi driver.


These areas do not have big public hospitals and people have to take ambulances to get to the government hospitals which are really far away as the private hospitals refuse to admit them, he added.


Shehzad said that these people also don’t get their checkups done on time which is another reason for deliveries taking place in ambulances. This increases the chance of a child’s death as well, he added.

“Most of the calls we receive are from private clinics trying to handle a delivery themselves but who fail. Then they call us and such patients usually give birth on the way,” he said. “This also happens when households try to take care of the matter themselves.” The protests people hold that end up blocking the roads are another problem for the ambulance drivers. One child death has been reported while one of our drivers was on his way to NICH, said Shehzad. “Sometimes a patient is even taken back to the hospital that she was picked up from.”


Once Shehzad had picked up a woman from Hub Chowki and after leaving the hospital he got stuck in a traffic jam and had to deliver the baby in the ambulance. After that he had to go back to the hospital that he picked the patient up from.


Once a delivery has taken place, the ambulance drivers usually call a nurse or doctor from the closest clinic or hospital to treat the patient while they take the patient to the hospital, informed Shehzad.

“Sometimes the patients’ attendants refuse to enter a hospital after a baby has been delivered for fear of incompetent staff,” he said. Rizwan, Edhi chief volunteer and driver, said that there are some EMT Edhi vans that have first aid facilities but most do not. He added that VIP movement adds to the problems especially for people going to JPMC from Star Gate or Malir.


“If a delivery takes place inside an ambulance without any paramedic then the patient can suffer from trauma. If the placenta is not separated, she can suffer from hemorrhaging as well,” said Dr Ambreen, a gynecologist at Liaquat National Hospital. She also said that lacerations can occur during deliveries and a child may need resuscitation. A baby can also die if his/her respiratory tract gets choked and is not attended to by a doctor in time, she added.

(By Farhan Ahmed, Daily Times-B1, 25/05/2007)

City to get 250 CNG buses next month
KARACHI, May 25: Some 250 CNG buses will start plying on the city’s arteries from next month with the arrival of first batch of the buses from Holland. This was stated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, while talking to newsmen at his office on Friday. He said that all steps to ease out the growing problem of transport had been finalised and with the arrival of 250 CNG buses the transport culture of the city would change as some 150 passengers could commute in a CNG bus at a time.

The nazim said that four terminals for CNG buses would be made in different city areas where under the public-private partnership programme four CNG filling stations would also be established.

However, he made it clear that all buses on existing routes would continue plying and gradually be reduced with the induction of more CNG buses. “We do not want to disturb the existing transporters but they have to modernise their fleet of buses,” he added.

He maintained that at least 3,000 buses were required in the metropolis and the government would fully cooperate with all the firms and individuals keen on making investments in the city’s transport sector.


With regard to the Bus Rapid Transport system, the nazim said that the city government would construct three corridors from Surjani Town to Merewether Tower, from Orangi Town to Board Office Nazimabad from where it would merge into the first corridor, and from Gurumandir to Cantt Railway Station. He said that all the three corridors would be completed in 18 months and work on these projects would begin in a month.


MEETING: Mr Kamal held a meeting with the nazims and naib nazims of city towns to review the process of granting ownership rights to katchi abadis.

According to a press release issued here on Friday, the nazim asked them to accelerate the process of granting ownership rights and lease to the notified katchi abadis without any delay.

(Dawn-17, 26/05/2007)

Areas to avoid if you’ve called an ambulance


KARACHI: Traffic jams are apparently not the only problem faced by ambulance drivers in the city – traffic suspension because of VIP movement is another reason, ambulance drivers told Daily Times.


During VIP movement the route from the airport to Shahra-e-Faisal and the Metropole hotel area becomes a no-go area. Ambulances suffer the most because those are the arteries that lead to the JPMC, NICH, and NICVD.

There are ten Edhi ambulances working with the JPMC while other ambulances also report to the JPMC since the majority of the cases are reported from there, said Edhi Karachi Chief Volunteer Rizwan Edhi.

He said that almost 40 percent of the Edhi ambulances take patients to the JPMC daily, 30 percent go to CHK and the rest go to other health-care units.


“It was last Chaand Raat when I picked up a patient from Kharadar to take him to the NICVD. All the roads from Tower to Metroville were jammed and my patient had a heart attack on the way. It took me over an hour to get to the hospital,” said Gullo, another Edhi driver. “I even turned on the siren but that didn’t help. The doctors were of the opinion that if the patient had arrived a few minutes earlier his life could’ve been saved.”


Rallies are another problem said Muhammad Asim, In-charge of the North Karachi Centre. While rallies are going on, said Asim, 50 percent of the people prefer to stay home regardless of their condition. “A new driver can get really confused in a rally, but it isn’t really a problem for an experienced one. Sometimes we have to clear the roads ourselves as well. Deliveries especially occur during rallies,” he added.


Rizwan Edhi said that congregations being held outside mosques cause problems too. He urged people to hold their congregations inside the mosque so that it would not delay the ambulances.

While Edhi was transporting six patients to a burn center, he got stuck because of congregations being held in multiple locations. By the time he got to the hospital his patients had passed away.
An ambulance picks up about 10 to 15 patients a day, said a Chippa ambulance driver Muhammad Asim, in-charge of the North Karachi Centre. “Sometimes cars follow us when we turn the siren on to see if we are really picking up a patient. But, when they realize that a patient has been picked up they go back ashamed,” he said.


According to Khalil-ur-Rehman, another Chippa ambulance driver, they need to keep clerks in the ambulances because people usually don’t offer to help them pick up patients. The patient’s attendants also can’t help us because they’re usually too worried to think properly, he added.

The people only watch - adding salt to the wound, he said. “We collect patients through vomit, urine, and even feces but onlookers offer us nothing but their frustration by kicking our ambulances and exerting pressure over us to work quickly. They don’t help.”

(Daily Times-B1, 27/05/2007)

Section of Chundrigar Road opened for traffic

KARACHI, May 27: A section of I. I. Chundrigar Road from Tower to Habib Bank Plaza has been opened for traffic.

Speaking on the occasion, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that at the start of the construction of I.I. Chundrigar Road last month they had promised that work on this road would be completed in four months and now a part of this road was opened for traffic in just one and half month, while the entire project would be completed as per schedule.

He said that the I.I. Chundrigar was the most important corridor of the country and it was being reconstructed to make it a model road of Pakistan.


The nazim said for this purpose banks and financial institutions having offices on this road contributed Rs220 million while rest of money was arranged by the city district government Karachi. He said surrounding localities of old town area would also be benefited from this modern road.Mr Kamal said that surveillance cameras would also be installed on this road to control traffic. He said that work on this road was being carried out in three shifts, so as to complete it on time.


UPLIFT WORK: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has directed officials concerned to ensure completion of the Rs4.5 billion worth uplift works under way in the four industrial zones of the city before June this year. He was addressing the officers and engineers of the city government and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) at a meeting here on Saturday.

The meeting reviewed the pace of development work being carried out in the industrial areas of the city and necessary directives were also issued to resolve any hurdles in the completion of the same.

Mr Kamal pointed out that the Korangi industrial area which was the largest industrial zone of the city had nearly 3,500 factories and contributed Rs250 million daily to the national exchequer but remained without basic facilities.

(Dawn-14, 28/05/2007)

First phase of Chundrigar Road work completed

A stretch of I.I Chundrigar Road, from Merewether Tower to Habib Bank Plaza, has been opened to traffic. Pointing out that work had started on it just one-and-a-half months ago (on April 5), Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the city’s Haq Parast leadership fulfilled another promise made to the citizens of Karachi. 


Work on the other stretch (from Habib Bank to Shaheen Complex) has also been started. Kamal said that this stretch, too, will be completed in record time and will be yet another achievement for the city and country. At the start of the re-construction of I.I. Chundrigar Road, it was claimed that work on this vital track will be completed in a total period of four months. 


Kamal said this while talking to newsmen during his visit to I.I. Chundrigar Road on Sunday, saying the most crucial thing at this road was the completion of the storm water drain by KWSB. He said that the storm water drain on I.I. Chundrigar Road would be completed in four months.

To a question whether or not the CDGK would allow public transport on the road, he emphatically said “No”, adding that, the banks located on this road have collectively made arrangements for a luxurious shuttle service for the people.

He said that sophisticated signals will be installed on this road, which would be controlled through a computerised system. 

“I.I. Chundrigar Road is the most important corridor of the country and it is being reconstructed on a war footing, while efforts are being made to make it a model road of Pakistan,” he added. 


Mustafa said that this road had to be completed in one-and-a-half years time, however, considering the problems of the citizens the CDGK carried out its construction work on emergency basis and within a record time of one-and-a-half months a part of this road has been opened for traffic.

He said this road would be made a very beautiful artery and a model road of Pakistan, adding, the reconstruction of this road would also benefit old Karachi areas like Kharadar, which would be provided with storm water drainage system.


The Nazim further said that it was for the first time that banks and financial institutions extended their cooperation for revamping infrastructure in Karachi, adding, “I am sure that this process of joint venturing will be strengthened in future, which is a good omen for the city”.

(The News-13, 28/05/2007)

Gizri market flyover all set to start

Shopkeepers at Gizri market and the bungalow residents on Khayaban-e-Hafiz have expressed strong reservations over the construction of the Gizri market flyover which they say will play havoc not only during construction but later, too. 

According to details provided by the DHA, the flyover will originate from Submarine Chowk and will terminate short of Khayaban-e-Tanzeem, — a distance of 1.2 kms.


A committee of shop owners, Anjuman-e-Baashindagan, Clifton Cantonment, Karachi, has written a letter to the DHA Administrator, Brig Kamran Aziz Qazi citing reservations as well as their recommendations on the flyover's construction. The General-Secretary of the committee, Mohammad Aslam, told The News that the value of their shops will be adversely affected. "Many of the shop owners also live in the same area. I was born here and my family has been living here since 1957," said Aslam. 


Instead of demanding that the flyover not be built, the committee gave its own suggestions to the DHA for consideration. They suggested that structure of the flyover should start a little before Punjab Chowrangi/Submarine Chowk on one side and extend beyond Khayaban-e- Shahbaz, after crossing Khayaban-e-Shamsheer. 

The shopkeepers fear that once the flyover is built, traffic congestion will increase at the intersection of Saudi Consulate which is a short distance from Tanzeem. 


Secondly, they insist that the height of the flyover should be 18-20 ft 'at least' (whereas a DHA spokesperson confirmed that the height of the flyover is 5.1 metres equivalent to 16.5 ft) so that heavy vehicles can pass beneath the flyover easily. 


Shopkeepers told this correspondent that they had requested the DHA administration to provide a copy of the project's site plan but there has been no response. 


Moreover, other residents of Hafiz have also expressed doubts over the flyover's construction. "It will not only create a mess but will also add to the noise pollution," said one. "Everyone knows what kind of scenario emerges underneath flyovers," pointed out another, adding, "No one wants drug peddlers and suspicious characters in front of his house." 


Lack of privacy is another issue. "Once this happens, we won't be able to enjoy our terraces as we do now," complained Mrs. Akmal, a bungalow resident. More worrisome, is the fact that the value of these bungalows will decrease to a great extent if the flyover is made. Residents say they won't oppose the project if their plots are converted into 'commercial plots' so that they can sell and move. 


Although most of them admit that the thoroughfare witnesses traffic congestion, residents believe that there are other solutions to this problem. "The only requirement is to handle the traffic appropriately, as the actual problem lies in the double-parking trends on main roads, which restricts smooth and free flow of vehicles," said one. 

They also feel that the flyover will hamper the flow of fresh air to their west open homes. Moreover, it will bring dust and pollution into their beautiful bungalows and expensively maintained gardens. Most of the dwellers have commented that if this flyover is constructed, they will have to leave the place. 

When contacted, DHA spokesperson, Col. Naqvi said that all these are minor issues and have to be countered for the solution of bigger problems. 


The construction of the flyover started in April at an estimated cost of Rs530 million. The 15-metre-wide flyover is a 'mono pier' type, comprising four lanes (two on each side), each being 3.5 metres wide. There will be three crossings provided under the flyover, as per the details provided by DHA.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 28/05/2007)

Drive against traffic violations continues

KARACHI, May 28: Sindh Home Adviser Waseem Akhtar on Monday announced that the special campaign against the public transport carrying passengers on rooftops and allowing male passengers in ladies compartment as well as against the vehicles having Applied For Registration (AFR) number plates would continue without discrimination.


Talking to a delegation in his office, the adviser said 58,680 vehicles had been challaned while 2,262 vehicles were impounded and fined over Rs5.850 million during the ongoing campaign. He said fitness certificates of 407 vehicles were cancelled or suspended for committing traffic violations despite warnings while 70 vehicles were seized under Section 550.


Waseem Akhtar advised the owners driving vehicles with AFR number plates to get them registered before bringing them on roads or else they would have to face legal action.
He described vehicles with AFR number plates as “security risk” because their search or to get their clue in case of their involvement in a crime was very difficult and criminal elements could take advantage of it.

He said elimination of crimes was the government’s responsibility, but people should also share the responsibility and cooperate with the government in this regard.

(Dawn-18, 29/05/2007)

Unsecured tracks causing fatalities

The rate of accidents on unsecured railway tracks seems to be on the rise considering that in the span of just two days four people have lost their lives. This year, from January 1 up until May 28, ten such accidents have been reported. The government has not yet taken any measures to cope with the issue despite the fact that the federal minister for railways announced in January that a boundary wall would be built on either side of railway tracks. 

The accidents of 22-year-old Bushra along with her two children (both minors) and Hijara a 55-year-old, who were both hit by passenger trains near Landhi Station, on Saturday and Sunday respectively, are evidence of the potential repercussions of the authorities’ negligence.


According to sources, more than 100 people have lost their lives in train-related accidents during last ten years which is an average of more than ten a year. With not even half of 2007 gone by, the yearly average of 10 has already been reached. The figure is an alarming one and puts a question mark over the efficiency of those responsible since no concrete measures seem to have been taken in this regard. One hopes that no more lives are lost before concerned authorities take necessary action.


When contacted, a well-informed source from Pakistan Railways (PR), Karachi Division, said, “Encroachment along the railway tracks is one of the main reasons for these fatal accidents especially the low income settlements (Katchi Abadis) that are dangerously close to the tracks and causes massive movement of the pedestrians across the track.” 


He adds, “We always try to inform people to live away from the track which can help avoid these fatalities.” He further stated that when the British built these tracks they left a distance of some 100 feet either side of the track so that no activity could take place in this zone. However, today people have occupied lands along the railway track and frequently move across the track. “This is because the government never thinks about giving a proper place to these people,” he lamented. The PR official also alleged that the concerned ministers for Katchi Abadis never look into this matter and none of their policies are aimed at solving this important issue.


It may also be worth mentioning here that, earlier this year, Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid announced that all illegal buildings and other encroachments on PR property along the railway tracks would be demolished and a boundary wall would be constructed from Cannt Station to Landhi to save pedestrians from fatal accidents. He further stated that action against the land grabbers would be started with the help of the city and provincial governments. He also warned that those who have encroached upon the land of PR better leave because it (PR) will raze any illegal constructions that hinder the development process. However, his statements have not materialised into anything thus far.


When asked if PR has started the work of fencing the track he said, “The fencing of tracks is under consideration since a lot of talk is going on in this regard; but I don’t think it would work since people tend to destroy the hindrance in search for short cuts.” He added that they are starting an operation against encroachments especially those Bachat Bazars which cause frequent movement of the pedestrians across railway tracks.


Commenting on what could be the possible reason for Bushra’s accident, he said, “If not suffering from any mental stress, Bushra must have misjudged the movement of the train, which is very often the case in such accidents.” He added that, when in full speed, the train itself travels faster than its sound and at times appears more rapidly than one expects. Therefore, unlike the movement of buses, the movement of trains is often misjudged by pedestrians. “Removal of the encroachments would help ease the situation to a large extent,” he added.


On the contrary, Zahid Farooq, a research analyst from Urban Resource Centre (URC) said that these Katchi Abadis have been leased by the government and can not be removed completely. “The location of these Abadis alone can not be held responsible for the accidents,” he stated. “Even if one removes the encroached portion in these Abadis, which is very small, satisfactory results cannot be obtained,” he continued, adding, “Landhi, Drigh Road, Shah Faisal Colony and Chanesar Hall are the black spots since most number of accidents occur in these areas. All these Abadis are leased by the government and can’t be removed; therefore the government should think about some other solution.”


On one hand, the PR proposes that all the residential areas should be at a minimum distance of 100 feet from the track. On the other hand, the URC survey reveals that along the main railway line from City Station to Landhi Station the built up areas — that do not only include low income settlements but also commercial buildings owned by influential people — are at an average distance of 20-60 feet from the track. This puts forward the question of how authorities plan on pushing these structures back to a distance of 100 feet.

Speaking on the cause of the aforementioned accident, Farooq said there are six to seven tracks along this main line. Even if people judge the right side (from which a train is approaching), the trains from other side appear suddenly and knock them which is mostly the case in such accidents.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 29/05/2007)

Karachi Elevated Expressway

Measures will be taken to limit adverse effects: Nazim

Ground work on the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) will start without delay this fiscal year. The city government is not using the land of any of the different stakeholders or cantonments in the city for the US$350 million dollar project. Moreover, adequate measures would be taken to limit and curtail the adverse effects of the project.
This was stated by City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal while talking to The News at his office on Tuesday. He claimed that this will be the largest foreign investment ever made in Karachi and that, once completed, the project will ensure the smooth flowing of traffic and hence reduce the frequency of traffic jams in the city to a great extent. 


Explaining the details and referring to the consultants’ job, he said that sound and vision barriers will be provided at appropriate locations along the path of the KEE, including where it crosses hotels, clubs and defence installations and other high-rise buildings.


Kamal said that the technical and environmental presentation was delivered in detail by the consultant and representatives of IJM Corporation, Berhad, Malaysia to environmental experts. He added that the KEE structure has been designed to sustain seismic effects measuring up to seven on the Richter scale. He claimed that according to the consultants’ report submitted to the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), the benefit offered by the rapid transit system would outweigh the problems which are going to be of temporary nature and will not be ‘so significant.’


The City District Government (CDGK) maintains that the project in question is the first of its kind in the country and will bring a direct investment of US $350 million. On Feb 9, President Pervez Musharraf performed the groundbreaking of the project, which will be constructed on an annuity basis in three years.


The project, during its construction, will have an impact at a number of locations due to the disruption of commercial activities. Moreover, the diesel and other petroleum products used for the operation of construction machinery and equipments will cause all sorts of problems, including soil and air pollution. However, it is claimed that the impact of such problems will be of minor significance compared to the ‘benefits’ and there will also be a concerted effort to control and limit the adverse effects.


For example, while admitting that the noise pollution from the operation on the KEE will be high in micro environments, it was said in the report that the noise level would be contained by adopting adequate measures in the form of suitable landscaping with acoustic tiles at sensitive locations such as outside schools and hospitals.


Responding to a question about the Karachi Circular Railway, Kamal said that no significant development has taken place and now the federal government was monitoring the project. Referring to the CNG buses, he said that 250 such buses, each having seating capacity equivalent to almost 38 cars, would be on roads by the end of June. However, keeping in view the scarcity of transport in the metropolis, the present obsolete and outdated buses would also continue to run.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-20, 30/05/2007)

Two-stroke rickshaws to get reprieve till 2010
KARACHI, May 30: Sindh Governor, Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan, on Wednesday directed the relevant officials to give the owners of worn-out, smoke emitting and noisy rickshaws cut-off dates up till 2010 to make their vehicles environmentally friendly.


During a meeting with a 30-member delegation of the Rickshaw-Taxi Association at the Governor’s House, the governor said that the new time frame and modalities for changes in the fitness or phasing out of the chaotic vehicles should strictly adhere to a relevant verdict of the Sindh High Court.
The delegation was led by President of the association, Hafiz-ul-Haq Hasan Zai.


As a follow-up to an SHC verdict given about a year back, the Sindh government had decided to ban existing rickshaws and had given until June 2007 for them to switch over to four-stroke vehicles.

The governor was informed that there were about 60,000 auto-rickshaws in the province and the replacement would require a considerable amount of time.


The governor asked the secretary of the provincial transport department to set the modalities for converting the rickshaws in question or replacing them with the approved vehicles, giving all consideration to the environmental requirements.
The new policy should be prepared in three months’ time, while ensuring facilities for rickshaw owners and the technical matters involved, he added, saying that it should also be determined how many rickshaws would be brought in line with the new system every year.


Adviser to the Chief Minister on Finance, M.A. Jalil, Secretary Industries and Transport, Nasir Hayat, Secretary Environment, Mir Hussain Ali and DCO Karachi, Javed Hanif, and other officials also attended the meeting.
COMPENSATION: The Sindh government will pay the compensation for all vehicles torched in clashes or hired by the government since 1995, said Sindh Minister for Transport, Adil Siddiqui, on Wednesday while talking to a delegation of the Karachi Transport Ittehad (KTI), who called on the minister at his office, adds PPI.


KTI President Arshad Bukhari led the delegation. Secretary Transport, Nasir Hayat, EDO Transport, Mohammad Athar, Secretary PTA, Khalid Khan, Secretary DRTA, Shamim Akhtar, and others were also present.
The delegation comprised of KTI General Secretary, Mehmood Afridi, Pir Burhanuddin, Haji Tawab Khan, Haji Feroz Shah, Ayub Shah, Amir Khan, Mian Khan Rind and Hashim Khan.

(Dawn-19, 31/05/2007)

Banning of two-stroke rickshaws pushed to 2010

Decision to put environmental protection cause in jeopardy

The Sindh government’s decision to extend the deadline for banning the two-stroke rickshaws by 2010 is largely politically motivated and the decision would put the cause of environmental protection in serious jeopardy. 

It seems that the authorities and planners responsible for safeguarding the environment have not calculated in advance the scientific implications of this decision and are compelled to take the decision more by the current political scenario of the province. 


It is very important to note that since July 2006 to date, there have been meetings between the transporters and the government vis-a-vis banning the two-stroke engine rickshaws and introducing environment-friendly ones but the issue remained undecided due to the transporters’ insistence that they be extended credit to purchase the four-stroke engine rickshaws. 


On the other had the government in this regard has not devised a policy despite the fact that it had assured the transporters of its cooperation. 

The government has asked the authorities concerned to work out a plan under which certain number of old rickshaws would be replaced by new ones every year, but the strategy seems to face the similar fate, as the earlier pronouncement of the government vis-a-vis replacing the unroadworthy buses met. 


Moreover, one can imagine the hazards of the environmental pollution in these three coming years since the rickshaws are dangerously contributing to the air pollution. 


Currently almost 90 per cent rickshaws are run by Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) which is a dry fuel and the rickshaw drivers have installed a separate oil bottle (Kuppi) in order to supply oil to the pistons for keeping them wet to make sure that it functions properly since the LPG doesn’t suit it. 

They tend to use greater quantity of oil which, on burning, causes emission of thick black smoke. It is even more alarming that engine oil is available at Rs100 per litre while, the used oil that is refined by few factories in the city is available at Rs 10/litre and these rickshaw drivers use the latter which causes massive pollution.


At present one would hardly find any rickshaw using the environment-friendly silencer which could reduce the pollution to a great extent as it has a mesh and a muffler inside it that absorbs all the dangerous carbon particles and emits the smoke which is not so threatening as compared to the one emitted by ordinary hollow silencers. 

These silencers were introduced in 2002 and are used by few rickshaw drivers since then. However, the same silencer is used by every rickshaw driver at the time of fitness test but after getting certificate the silencer is removed and the same improper silencer is affixed to it thus causing pollution. 


One really wonders as to why the use of these silencers that lasted hardly for 18 months was not encouraged by the government. 


At the same time a particular rickshaw owners’ association was against it as, according to them, it affected the speed of the rickshaw. They filed a petition in the Sindh High Court and earned the decision in their favour and were allowed to buy whichever silencer they wanted.

It is equally appalling that neither the causes of the pollution are sorted out nor the environment-friendly silencers that had proved its worth in controlling the pollution are encouraged on the part of the government. 


This shows that for one reason or the other the priorities of the planners are shifting from public interest to serve the interest of a particular vested group and those who were hoping of getting rid of these deadly smoke-emitting two-stroke engine rickshaws would continue to face the hazards of the same for more three years.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-13, 31/05/2007)

JUNE

Are Karachiites ready to give up their vehicles and opt for public transport?
By Zofeen T. Ebrahim

PEOPLE with cars are usually people with power and they make the laws, argues Prof Noman Ahmed, chairman of the Department of Architecture and Planning at the NED University of Engineering and Technology.

Transport, he says, is essentially “a political issue”. Therefore, discussions related to the mode of transport are taken from political perspectives and “technocrats usually toe the line that is given by the decision makers”.


Still, says Prof Noman, that while the bus rapid transit (BRT) system may be ‘politically’ difficult, it is nonetheless, not altogether impossible.


In fact, eminent urban planner and architect Arif Hasan is so sold on to the idea that he says if the BRT is introduced, “the city will change and people will start using buses.” He passionately argues against the notion that cars and motorcycles are symbols of affluence or that rich people may be ill at ease seen using public transport.
“Everyone will use the public transport provided they are given clean, safe and efficient system,” he says, adding, “ambience determines human behaviour; give them all that and see how well they will adapt to it.”

When Enrique Penalosa, the mayor of Bogota, Colombia, in Latin America, decided to introduce the BRT system to Bogota in the 1990s (originally developed in Curitiba, Brazil in the 1970s), he faced stiff opposition from private bus companies and urban elites. Yet he remained resolute. “Today car ridership in Curitiba has been reduced by 30 per cent,” says Hasan.


What is a BRT really? It is not just buses moving in dedicated bus lanes, but a whole system that moves large masses of people, quite like London’s underground most of us are so familiar with, but on road.


These include segregated bus lanes on major roads, long buses with wide doors for exit and entry of passengers and pre-booking of tickets.

“It is a good solution. It takes less time and money to implement, is flexible in terms of an operating model, policy and management,” says Ahsan Siddiqui, CEO, Engineering Associates. EA carried out the feasibility for the city government on the BRT system last year.


Last year Frits Olyslager, an Australian expert, was also invited by the city government’s Mass Transit Cell. Trying to sell the idea, he had said then that it would be possible to get the bus system up and running in just 18 short months, compared to the five years it can take to build an elevated railway.


The federal government had also pledged Rs5 billion (83 million US dollars) from the central budget to induct 8,000 environment-friendly buses, over a period of five years, into Karachi.


Numerous studies and feasibilities have been done, foreign consultants are invited, but ambitious and well-tested successful plans like these just remain inside spiral-bound sheaves collecting dust in the confines of the Civic Centre building.


And admittedly, Olyslager may have been overly ambitious when he said the BRT could be set up in just 18 months. There are bottlenecks that have to be removed first.

“We lag in policy, regulation and management of the bus service without which it will not be possible to implement the system even if we manage to build infrastructure. We need to bring institutional changes and develop a policy for the operators alongside the infrastructure which includes dedicated bus ways, bus depots, fuelling stations proper bus stations and automated ticketing system etc,” enlists Siddiqui.


And more importantly, will a push for huge network of public transportation be acceptable to the Karachiites? Will they choose to abandon the comfort of their own private cars and use public transport?

“Culturally, we are not a people bound to our cars. Many of the people in the low income strata that drive cars or ride motorbikes do so out of desperation. The abysmal state of public transportation in the city has driven people to take out loans to buy private vehicles. If a proper network, which is safe, clean and affordable, is provided, there is no reason why people won’t use it,” Arif Belgaumi, member of the National Council, Institute of Architects, says with confidence. Like mayor Penalosa, Hasan too, feels a city has to be designed for people more than for cars.

We all know cars are going to increase every year. But, says Hasan, “We can’t indefinitely build further infrastructure to accommodate them.” He was probably referring to the 24-km long Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), being constructed to ostensibly relieve Karachi of its burgeoning traffic chaos.

“Expressways are desirable where traffic flow velocities have to be maintained at a high value, especially for long distances, for example, where residential and work locations are spread out,” says Dr Ahmed.


Further, he says, “Since the expressways only shift the congestion from one point to the other, the congestion only moves from one point to the other. Underpasses and overpasses also tend to shift and re-shift the traffic congestion from the point where they are constructed to the adjacent location.”

“Studies have shown that building expressways only encourages more traffic to use it,” says Belgaumi, concluding there is “no demonstrated need for the KEE.”


To his mind the best way is to work out a strategy of separating corridors of movement for through traffic from local traffic, introduce policies to reduce the exponential rise in motor cars, increase in the number of buses and synchronize traffic signalling/monitoring system.”

As for its management, Prof Ahmed says: “A logical way to ensure the outcome is to constitute a city scale planning agency.”


Terming Karachi's master plan “a collection of instances of real estate opportunism looking for legal cover,” Belgaumi says: “Large cities are not run by more than a dozen separate land-owning agencies that hardly coordinate with one another. There needs to be a single master plan for the greater metropolitan area to which all are bound. Various projects have popped up over the last few months and have just been included into the master plan. City master plans are developed by a variety of professionals, city planners, urban designers, architects, engineers, politicians, sociologists, and ordinary citizens, all working together.” To make cities more liveable, he suggests involving the citizens. “They own the city, we work for them.”

(By Zofeen T. Ebrahim, Dawn-17, 01/06/2007)

Basement shops were constructed on parking lot

The basement of Iqbal Center that was engulfed with fire on Wednesday night had been housing illegal shops, godowns and storages, whereas the place was actually meant for a car parking lot. This was the finding of a seven-member committee headed by the Controller, Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA), Rauf Akhtar Faruqi. 


The committee also includes other members from the Pakistan Engineering Council, the Pakistan Council of Architects and the Consulting Engineers, besides KBCA’s Controller, Structure Department, Mohammed Shafeeq, Controller, Saddar Town, KBCA, Maqsood Abbas and Supervisor Structure Controllers Mohammad Arif.
Rauf Akhtar Faruqi told The News that the building was approved some 27 years ago and its basement had stored rubber, foam goods and other synthetic fiber products, which was believed to be the reason behind the fire engulfing the flats.

The KBCA was trying to locate the actual owner of the building, while the committee has suggested that godowns be removed immediately, and that the flat’s balconies and affected portions of the building be given necessary repairs. It has also suggested that the affected portions of the building’s first floor be vacated. 

The committee will make a detailed inspection of the building on June 4 and compile a complete report.


Replying to a question, Aga Maqsood said that the ground-plus-four-storey map for the building was approved by the then authorities, however, it would take time to trace the actual record of the building as it was a lengthy process.

To another query, he said the KBCA has the power to cancel the license of such owners who convert car parking lots into shops and storage areas.


Meanwhile, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has ordered the holding of a detailed inquiry into the incident, while City Naib Nazima Nasreen Jalil visited the place and talked to the affected families.

She appreciated the timely action taken by the Fire Brigade Department and its rescuing of the citizens.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-14, 01/06/2007)

Confusion persists over plans to reduce rail track fatalities

Conventional wisdom suggests that train stations, unlike intercity bus stations, should be located in the heart of the city. However, the frequency of trains on the main routes means more accidents as people cross rail tracks in the city. 

While some experts believe that the main railway station of the city should be shifted from Cantonment Railway Station Karachi to Landhi to avoid frequent fatal accidents, there are others who strongly oppose the idea. The confusion persists.


Talking to The News, Zahid Farooq a research analyst at the Urban Resource Centre said that shifting the main railway station from cantonment to the city’s outskirts is the best possible solution to avoid frequent fatal accidents, adding that “this is the only convenient option available in the given circumstances.” 


Illustrating his point, Farooq stated that when the City Railway Station was used as a main station, katchi abadis were located on the outskirts of the city but now there are several in the main city too. This has changed the situation and calls for a new plan for the main railway station. 


Another idea would be to work on restricting the movement of people from katchi abadis close to the railway tracks who often get killed while crossing the trail. Yet another is to demolish the katchi abadis altogether. 


Farooq says “Concerned authorities have been planning a grand operation against these low income settlements — a plan that most probably will not materialise since most of the area along the track has been leased by the government and cannot therefore, be demolished.” 
He explained that Landhi, Drigh Road, Shah Faisal Colony and Chanesar Hall are the main spots where the highest numbers of accidents occur. Firstly these areas like are leased by the government. Even if action is taken against encroachers it will not serve the purpose of reducing accidents, since encroachments in this area comprise only a small portion of the abadis. 

“Instead of carrying out such an operation the authorities should think of shifting the current set-up to Landhi,” he remarked.


Another possible option, Farooq said, could be a high concrete boundary wall on both sides of the track to be erected all the way from City Railway Station to Landhi but in this case it would require a number of pedestrian bridges to facilitate pedestrians and it will be very costly. Also, “If they install a fence such as the one underneath the pedestrian bridge on M. A. Jinnah Road and Shahra-e-Faisal, people will break them in search of short cuts,” he continued.


Pakistan Railways (PR) had announced earlier that they would build the boundary wall but nothing has been done so far. When asked why work has not been started, a well-informed source from PR voiced Farooq’s concerns: “The fencing of tracks is under consideration since a lot of talk is going on in this regard but I don’t think it will work since people tend to destroy any hindrance in their way.” 


Yet another possible solution to the problem, said the source, could be “some sort of deterrence to stop pedestrians from crossing the track; for instance, pulling these katchi abadis about 100 feet away from the railway track.” 


But he disagreed with the idea of moving the station to the Landhi. He said, “The colonial administration designed it this way and besides a railway station should be located at a place where facilities like inter and intra city buses and hotels are available. In that sense the Karachi Cantonment Railway Station is the right choice. However, he agreed with the fact that if the station is moved out of the city, a new city will be set up there since economic activities at Karachi’s main railway station take place on a large scale.”
He said that another idea may be to raise the track to a height of some 15 feet from ground level. That would resist people’s movement across it since it would require a lot more effort to get to it.” 
“The railway is an important pillar in the development of the country it should therefore be supported by other agencies and ministries in its development. 


On the flip side, a social commentator supported the idea of shifting the existing set-up to a remote place or out of city. He said that this action will not only solve the issue of accidents but also serve other purposes. “If government is shifting all bus stands out of the city they can also do the same for railways,” he said, adding, “As far as the availability of facilities required near a railway station is concerned, it should not be a problem since they can be made available once the proposed idea is launched.” He also said that this way a number of encroachers in Saddar Town will be shifted to the same place where the new set-up will be launched. “It would make commuting easier for the citizens,” he added. 


As learnt from the past it may not be easy to predict what steps government will take to overcome these fatal accidents, but one hopes it has seen enough to know that the problem is no longer a minor issue.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 01/06/2007)

Govt drive to keep transporters happy

KARACHI, June 1: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad on Friday continued to offer incentives to transporters in what is seen by observers as a government attempt to dissuade them from staging a three-day strike from June 8 in protest against the losses they incurred during the May 12 violence.


The latest concession comes in the form of gubernatorial directives for the formulation of a strategy to “issue route permits to unregistered public transport in Karachi including buses and mini-buses”.
“Despite a ban on these vehicles on various grounds, they are plying on different routes of the metropolis causing difficulty for the government in planning because of the unavailability of their real statistics,” said Dr Ibad on Friday in conversation with a delegation of the Karachi Transport Ittehad led by Syed Irshad Hussain Bukhari, according to a press statement issued by the Governor House.


Late last month, the governor directed the relevant officials to give the owners of worn-out, smoke-emitting and noisy rickshaws a new deadline of 2010 to make their vehicles environmentally friendly.


During a meeting with a 30-member delegation of the Rickshaw-Taxi Association at the Governor House, Dr Ibad said that the new timeframe and modalities for changes in the fitness or phasing out of the noisy vehicles should be followed under a ruling of the Sindh High Court.


As a follow-up to a SHC verdict given about a year back, the Sindh government had decided to ban existing rickshaws and had given until June 2007 to switch over to four-stroke vehicles.

The governor was informed that there were about 60,000 auto-rickshaws in the province and their replacement would require a considerable amount of time.


In Friday’s meeting, the governor, much to the delight of the transporters, said new routes should be introduced so that unregistered vehicles could be made part of the system. The delegation informed Dr Ibad about burnt vehicles in detail. He told them that Rs70million had already been approved for 352 vehicles set on fire in incidents of violence.

The governor’s charm offensive did not only earn him the admiration of the transporters but also endeared him to the Pakhtun Action Committee (Loya Jirga).


PAC Chairman Shahi Syed, who earlier announced that a three-day strike would be held from June 8, said the PAC had nothing to do with any political party, not even with the Awami National Party.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 02/06/2007)

360 fined for defaulting on MVT, 25 vehicles impounded

During the campaign of provincial Excise and Taxation Department (ETD) against the defaulters of motor vehicle tax (MVT), 360 defaulters were fined and 25 vehicles with fancy number plates were detained while heavy fines were also imposed on the owners of the said vehicles.


According to a press release, Shabir Ahmed Qaimkhani surveyed four check points at Kala Pul, Defence Library, Boat Basin and the Shrine of Abdullah Shah Ghazi in order to inspect the performance of his teams that were deployed at the given points to check the defaulters of motor vehicle tax. During the campaign that started on May 28, a large number of vehicles were challaned, including the vehicle of a former Balochistan minister and the vehicle of a son of former Sindh minister. Besides, the vehicle of an MPA was challaned, while the vehicle of a Deputy Collector Customs bearing registration number QAL-096 was detained for plying without papers. During the six-day campaign, some 475 buses were found plying without papers. An additional motor vehicle tax of Rs 0.8 to 0.9 million was charged daily, while arrears were received from 2530 vehicles.


The vehicles detained include seven vehicles with AFR-2007 number plates, Mercedes, BMW and Honda Accord, while 15 vehicles were plying with fancy number plates.According to the ETD statement, 86 vehicles were fined and 17 detained at Defence Library point, 113 were fined and 12 held near Boat Basin that also included luxury ones (Land Cruiser, Honda Accord, Land Rover and those with UAE number plates), besides 60 vehicles were challaned at the Shrine of Abdullah Shah Ghazi and 13 were detained at the same point.

(The News-13, 04/06/2007)
Traffic mess

KARACHI, June 4: Commuters have to suffer for at least four more days due to the ongoing replacement work of the underground sewerage line on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road at the Shaheen Complex intersection.


The work kicked off on June 2 creating severe traffic problems not only on I.I Chundrigar Road and Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, but also on all the link roads like Shahrah-i-Liaquat, MA Jinnah Road, Din Mohammad Wafai Road, Courts Road, Sarwar Shaheed Road and M.R Kiyani Road.


Traffic police have diverted traffic coming from PIDC towards Aiwan-i-Saddar Road and Din Mohammad Wafai Road via Fawwara Chowk. Traffic coming from Tower towards I.I Chundrigar Road also faces great hardship.


It is ironic that the traffic police only displayed a banner near the filling station on Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road, but did not bother to regulate traffic in order to minimise people’s miseries.


The situation gets even worse during the peak morning and evening rush hours.

(Dawn-18, 05/06/2007)

Traffic mayhem at Shaheen Complex

The closure of Shaheen Complex traffic intersection to vehicular traffic caused complete chaos mainly due to double lane parking on the diverted routes and partly due to haphazard driving by commuters. However, the chief of traffic police termed inadequate parking facilities the reason for the mess on Monday. 


In order to facilitate the project of I.I. Chundrigar Road, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) commenced development work in connection with their main project late Saturday evening. Following this, the intersection was dug up and initially traffic was diverted at PIDC intersection and SM Law College. However, a large number of commuters who were unaware of the diversions began driving arbitrarily. Whereas others parked their vehicles along the diverted roads which include M.R. Kiani Road and the road from Jang Press up to SM Law College. Consequently, they met with grid locks at the aforementioned roads.


During peak traffic hours of the morning commuters faced traffic congestion at the said intersection as traffic from PIDC was diverted towards M.R. Kiani but double lane parking halted the flow. In addition to this, one side of Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road was used for two-way traffic which further reduced the capacity of this road. The Jang Press intersection, towards SM Law College was in a similar quandary. Several gridlocks were caused here too as a result of double lane parking at the turnings.


To make matters worse, motorcyclists and rickshaw drivers began to follow arbitrary routes, making their way through the debris of the dug-up intersection. The area under construction appeared to be a thoroughfare for these determined commuters, who left absolutely no room for pedestrians. Even the footpaths were occupied by motorcyclists which left pedestrians with nowhere to go.


Speaking about the situation, DIG Traffic Captain Retired Faluk Khursheed told this correspondent that the buildings around the intersection have either limited or no parking facilities which is the main reason why vehicles are parked on the roads in large numbers thereby causing traffic congestion. “The work is aimed to facilitate the same commuters. They should tolerate this disturbance for a few days,” he added.


On being contacted Superintendent Engineer KWSB, Ghulam Qadir told The News that they hope to finish work in four to five days. Elaborating why they would require a complete week to finish the work he said, “We are laying a 66-inch sewerage line as well as a 12-inch drinking water pipeline.” He continued, adding, “Both these replacements are meant to facilitate the main project of I. I. Chundrigar Road.” 


“We have already laid a 24-inch line for railway colony and levelled the road to ensure that some part of the intersection remains open to traffic,” he explained. Accounting for the chaotic situation he said, “The manual work which is a little hard required some time since the main hole of these under-installation lines is as deep as 20 feet.”


Later in the evening, traffic from Capital City Police Head Office up to Jang Press came to a standstill when offices located in the commercial hub concluded their operations. The already congested road behind Uni Centre is now serving as diversion against the portion of I.I. Chundrigar which is being renovated. This road became a traffic gridlock since heavy traffic from Tower to the city drove into the lane from the opposite side. The double lane parking and encroachments on this road added to the woes of commuters and the closure of Shaheen Complex intersection also halted the heavy flow of traffic headed towards Shahra-e-Faisal. According to complainants, the traffic police failed to manage the situation.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 05/06/2007)
Lacklustre traffic management causes chaos in DHA

Residents proclaim that improper traffic engineering and the haphazard manner in which traffic signals have been installed in the Defence Housing Authority (DHA) area are the cause behind numerous traffic accidents taking place on a daily basis.


A large number of these accidents happen in the early morning, during school term sessions when drivers break signals and disobey rules to get their charges to school on time. At the same time, some intersections of DHA are notorious for the fact that no one seems to have the right of way, a necessity in modern day traffic flow. 

“The number of traffic signals in DHA exceeds the number of Stop signs with the result that many roads where a simple Stop sign will suffice either have signals or no signs at all,” commented one frustrated motorist.


The absence of traffic lights at some major intersections has made matters worse. One of the busiest thoroughfares in DHA, Khayaban-e-Mujahid, is one example of roads where no traffic lights have been installed so far, due to which mishaps occur on a daily basis.


As one drives along Khayaban-e-Mujahid and crosses 26th Street, Khayaban-e-Shujaat, Saba Avenue, Khayaban-e-Badar, Khayaban-e-Shahbaz — all major traffic intersections one after another, there are no ‘Stop’ signs or traffic lights. This means that there is no clear demarcation as to who has the right of way and because of this confusion, it is usual practice to witness vehicles colliding, and that too at high speeds.


“Due to the absence of traffic signals or ‘Stop’ signs at these points, vehicles try to cross intersections at high speeds without taking care of the traffic coming from the other three directions and this therefore results in serious mishaps,” said Munir Ahmed, resident of DHA Phase V.

In addition to this, is the installation of traffic lights in places where a simple ‘Stop’ sign is all that is required to decide who has the right of way. The intersection of Khayaban-e-Shaheen and Khayaban-e-Mujahid is one point where traffic load is light and a traffic signal is not really required. Instead, a sign giving the right of way should be sufficient to serve the purpose. 


The issue is further complicated by poor policing in these areas. Motorists are often found jumping the lights. This too is a major cause of accidents. 


As if this were not enough, in some cases, the traffic lights do not function at all. In keeping with this deficiency, the signal at Khayaban-e-Sehr, where it intersects Saba Avenue, is not functioning.

In all this, one can see a complete lack of planning from the modern traffic-engineering point of view. The absence of a trained traffic engineer seems evident at DHA say many, who argue that given the fact that the Authority has no shortage of funds, it is a shame that these are not being put to good use.

“It frustrates me that DHA takes about 40, 50 thousands rupees from civilians in the name of membership but in return, they do not provide services,” commented Dr Najeeb, one resident of Khayaban-e-Bahria, 9th Street. He complained that the pace of development remains far too slow in DHA.


When contacted, DHA’s spokesperson Col. Naqvi said that the maintenance of traffic equipment comes under the charge of Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) and not DHA.


Whereas, CBC said that the board looks after the maintenance of the infrastructure once it has been developed by the DHA and CBC is not responsible for what is ‘not’ developed.

“In case, there are no traffic lights at some intersections, it would not be CBC’s responsibility to install them, but if DHA installs the lights, the board is responsible for their maintenance,” said the Cantt Executive Officer (CEO) of CBC, Iftikhar Ahmed Mir.


When asked about already installed traffic lights in DHA that are nonfunctional, he said that load-shedding is a significant reason for this, and at times, accidents also cause damage to the lights. “Some motorists drive very recklessly and while trying to overtake, they bang their vehicles into traffic poles,” he explained.


The CEO revealed that the board has recently made an agreement with Pak German Engineers (PGE), a firm that has been consulted at the time of traffic equipment’s installation in DHA, to help improve the situation. He believes that the agreement will prove to be very fruitful.

“Another initiative that the board has taken is that it has planned to install uninterruptible power supply (UPS) within two to three months to keep traffic lights operational during load-shedding,” assured the CEO.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 06/06/2007)
Expressway project gets go-ahead

KARACHI, June 6: While granting clearance for the 25-kilometre-long elevated expressway over MT Khan Road and Sharea Faisal, the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) has required the project proponent, the City District Government of Karachi (CDGK), to plan traffic diversions and publicise them well in advance, minimise inconvenience to citizens and carefully monitor any potential environmental hazard.


The Sepa no-objection certificate (NOC) was issued to the CDGK on Monday for the construction of the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) from Jinnah Bridge to the Quaidabad Intersection. The project’s ground breaking ceremony was performed by President Gen Pervez Musharraf two months before an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) public hearing was conducted by Sepa on April 3. Concerns had been voiced that the project, which lies along Karachi’s Sharea Faisal business strip, would cause significant environmental and other problems -- many of these are addressed in the conditions laid down by Sepa.


Under the requirements, the project is to be completed in the minimum time possible without being left abandoned or unattended at any time from the date of commencement of construction to completion. Therefore, the document stated, “work shall only be started when it is sure that it would neither stop nor slow down during the construction period.”


Sepa directs the CDGK to advertise through the electronic and print media any diversions or detours that will become necessary during construction. It also requires these alternative routes to be properly constructed before the KEE construction is started, and that the diversionary plan is submitted to Sepa.


CDGK has been asked to ensure that traffic is not disrupted along the Rashid Minhas Intersection, and no existing structure is adversely affected in any way. If necessary, the bridge in the centre of the road for traffic turning right while approaching from the eastern (airport) side should to be relocated to avoid disruptions. Furthermore, space limitations on either end of the expressway, particularly at the Malir/Quaidabad Bridge, must be addressed in the entry and exit point designs.


Sepa has directed the CDGK to coordinate and consult the construction plan and schedule with all the relevant civic agencies, including the KW&SB, the KESC, PTCL, SSGCL, the Cantonment Board and the traffic police. In terms of the protection of the environment, Sepa requires the CDGK to adhere strictly to mitigation measures proposed in the EIA submitted earlier to the agency. Institutional arrangements for the implementation of the environment management plan must be finalised before construction is started so that no delay occurs. Furthermore, the proponent is required to restore the Sharea Faisal greenbelt as far as possible with plantation and landscaping after project completion.


The proponents have been asked to keep the height of the KEE at Level 2 on the Club Road section in order to reduce noise pollution and help maintain ambient air quality. “Wherever the height of the KEE is at Level-1,” said the document, “some mechanical exhaust system must be supplemented to provide improved environment quality under the expressway.”


The CDGK has also been directed to engage an independent environmental monitoring consultant to monitor any hazards such as dust emissions, road obstructions, traffic jams, or high levels of noise. Furthermore, states the Sepa document, “all the environmental conditions of this approval shall be incorporated in the terms and conditions of tender document of the project for commitment and compliance. The tender document incorporating the conditions shall be provided to Sepa for record.”


Sepa stipulates that all social and conflicting issues must be settled before construction on the KEE is started, and the project proponent must adhere to clarifications made in response to the concerns of various stakeholders. It is further required that no puncturing of the deck slab should take place on existing bridges and suitable adjustments must be made to the KEE design. Construction techniques should be adopted with a view to reducing traffic disruptions as far as possible. Solid waste generated during the construction must be sent to designated landfill sites, and noise and vibration levels must be monitored and controlled.


The CDGK is asked to ensure that no unfortunate incident takes place in connection with the expressway construction, since the cost of damage to the environment, property or life of any person or worker will be borne by the proponents of the project. In addition, the Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) set-up must be established and supervised by an HSE officer with sufficient administrative and technical authority. Furthermore, the CDGK must not damage or restrict access to protected heritage sites, religious places, graveyards, hotels, museums or places of recreation.


The clearance issued by Sepa also requires the establishment of a complaint centre that is manned round the clock, the telephone numbers of which should be displayed on large signs on the extremities of each section. This is to ensure that any citizens’ complaints are not only heard but also acted upon.


The document states that the approval has been granted only for the project activity described in the EIA reports, and the CDGK will be required to submit a separate EIA or other relevant report if any change in project design takes place.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 07/06/2007)

From two-stroke to four-stroke rickshaws

Research and debate have revealed that two-stroke rickshaws, which have been widely employed across the city for decades now, contribute a great deal to environmental pollution. Both the government and transporters have held several meetings and exchanged their thoughts over several proposals in this regard. However, it is yet to be seen if the recent proposal by the former, which calls for the induction of new four-stroke CNG rickshaws, succeeds in gaining the confidence of the latter.


Under the Rozgar Scheme of National Bank of Pakistan (NBP), the CNG rickshaws are available at a cash price of Rs1,45,000; on credit the cost goes to Rs200,000. While the government has announced that it will pay 20 per cent of the down payment, the rest will be paid through instalments in five years under the same scheme. According to a few transporters, these new rickshaws are very costly and have a few drawbacks. But at the same time, these environment friendly rickshaws also have some good features that cannot be ignored either.


“The ‘pick-up’ of this rickshaw is good on a straight and flat road,” said Aslam who has been driving a CNG rickshaw for the last two months. “But it doesn’t work efficiently on ramps,” he said. Aslam who has also driven a two-stroke rickshaw for more than two years, told this correspondent that the ‘pick-up’ of this new three wheeler doesn’t suit roads of this mega-polis that include a number of flyovers and underpasses. “Although it does ride a ramp in lower gears, the engine’s life is affected, especially when it is loaded to its capacity,” Aslam lamented. He adds, “Its maintenance is also expensive and its spare parts are not available in the market.”


Highlighting the other features of the CNG rickshaws, he said, “Its tank has a capacity of 2.5 kilogrammes and is refilled only twice a day, costing only Rs80 per intake. “I enjoy driving it, since it creates no noise and emits no smoke at all,” he remarked. “As long as the CNG price is cheap, one can save adequate funds to pay its monthly instalment that amounts to Rs 3200,” he added. Aslam who was little annoyed at the aftermath of May 12 carnage said that the incident badly affected his business which under normal circumstances is a safe means of earning for him.


Contrary to what Aslam stated about the four-stroke CNG rickshaws, Saleem Khan Bungash, president of the National Transport Ittehad Karachi, told The News that extending the deadline is in their favour, but the three-year extension is not a solution. “If the government really wants to solve the issue, they must come up with an alternative that is in accord with the financial conditions of rickshaw drivers,” he said adding, “They should buy us CNG kits, we will pay instalments and convert our rickshaws to CNG on our own.” Bungash further stated his concern regarding the possession of the old rickshaws, as in his view, they would lose their value and no one would bother buying them once they have bought their new rickshaws. “We proposed to the government to keep our old rickshaws as down payment and settle the balance on instalments that will lessen the financial burden to some extent,” he emphasised.


At present, almost 90 per cent rickshaws of the city are plying on LPG, in which the drivers mix large quantities of substandard engine oil through a separate bottle attached behind the driving seat. They do it in order to keep the pistons wet but this causes thick black smoke when the oil is burnt together with the fuel. Talking about the possible reduction in the amount of polluted smoke, Nazeer Hussain Uthman Zai, who is President All Karachi Rickshaw Taxi Suzuki Yellow Cab Federation, said “Environment friendly silencers could be useful to reduce pollution since its construction absorbs dangerous carbon, and emits smoke that does not harm the public.” He added, “The sail of substandard oil and its black marketing should be stopped and ordinary silencers should be banned. Only environment friendly silencers should be used.”


Under the given conditions, it can be assumed that transporters seem least bothered about the NBP’s Rozgar Scheme and are more inclined towards converting their two-stroke vehicles into four-stroke CNG fitted rickshaws and for this purpose, they are seeking the cooperation of the government. However, it would be welcome if the government’s proposal earns the favour of transporters and encourages them to purchase CNG fitted rickshaws through the aforementioned scheme.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20, 08/06/2007)
Construction of KEE to start in two weeks


KARACHI: The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) has obtained a No-Objection Certificate (NOC) for constructing the 25 km-long Elevated Expressway at a cost of US$ 350 million.

The much-touted project, which is to run above Shahrah-e-Faisal from Quaidabad to Jinnah Bridge, was vehemently opposed by architects and urban planners. However, according to sources within the CDGK, the expressway’s construction would begin within the next two weeks after an agreement was signed with the Malaysian firm, IJM Corporation.


Sources said that the CDGK and IJM were both prepared to go ahead with the construction of on one of the city’s mega projects. The project will be financed through foreign direct investment (FDI).

“All civic agencies including the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC), Sui Southern Gas Corporation (SSGC), Pakistan Telecommunications Company Limited (PTCL), Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) and others, have been directed to relocate their underground utility services situated on the central area of Shahra-e-Faisal that has to be dug up to erect pillars for the expressway,” sources in the CDGK’s Works and Services Department said. 

Sources told Daily Times that the expressway would be constructed in two phases. “Once the agreement between the CDGK and IJM is inked, construction work on the first phase will begin to be complete in two years. The second phase, from the airport to Quaidabad, will take another year.


Daily Times repeatedly contacted Rauf Akhter Farooqi who is the project director for the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme and is responsible for the construction of all mega projects being carried out by the city government. However, he was not available to talk.


“Strict restrictions had been imposed on the CDGK to begin constructing the mammoth project only after they had identified clear detours and traffic plans that would have to be followed during the expressway’s construction,” Director General of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) Abdul Malik Ghori told Daily Times. He said that they had also directed the city government to publicise the plan through print and electronic media and also set up a complaint center to address public grievances. 


Responding to a question regarding reservations against the project shown by architects, environmentalists, educationists and others in the public hearing held on April 3, DG Sepa said that the city government had formulated a committee of experts to evaluate the points and discuss the reservations. He assured that all such problems would be addressed and resolved.

(Daily Times-B1, 08/06/2007)

Driving in Karachi is not for the faint-hearted


KARACHI: You know you’re in a crazy place when you see a bunch of laughing kids stoning a multi-coloured bus that’s pulling away from a marketplace. 

“Why are they stoning it? Was it unfaithful with another bus? Is that the way you flag down transport in Pakistan?” writes Chris, who recently represented Wheels24 on the Islamabad to Karachi leg of the Chanatrax expedition. 


“I don’t know, but I saw the same thing happening to a rickshaw a little later on. Maybe it’s some kind of a good luck thing, and lord knows, you need a little luck to survive the roads of Pakistan. I’ve driven in Cairo, which most people who haven’t been to Beirut, say is the worst place to drive in the world, and I’ve driven in Beirut, which IS the worst place to drive. Or rather, it was - Pakistan beats it hands down, and hands down also kind of describes the Pakistani driving style,” Chris continued.


“I was in Pakistan for the Islamabad to Karachi leg of the Chanatrax expedition, which in its entirety entails driving four Chana vehicles from China to Cape Town. Masterminded by expedition leader Geoff Dalglish, the trip started in Chongqing in China, moved through Pakistan, and will now go on to Dubai, Oman, Yemen, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Botswana and then South Africa.

“It’s not the nicest experience in the world, having to drive six to eight hours a day in 45 degrees Celsius heat with the runs. Ugh. And toilets in Pakistan are indescribable. Lucky, you’re so busy dicing with death, you don’t really notice the pain. And some of the road signs take your mind off it as well.


“One of the mystifying ones is ‘Keep the lights dim at night’. Also, a little odd is the ominous ‘Beware the Chowk’. What the hell is a Chowk? I kept my eyes peeled, but nothing jumped out at me, unless you count water buffalo carts, camels, dogs, burqa-clad women riding pillion side-saddle, rickshaws with cows in the back, legless beggars doggedly wheeling themselves down the center line of the highway on small trolleys, and a man on a bicycle carrying an entire dismembered cow on the pannier, including the head. 

(Daily Times-B1, 09/06/2007)

Karachi – numero uno
By Ardeshir Cowasjee


UNFORTUNATE it is that President General Pervez Musharraf has chosen to surround himself with Neanderthal men. His Gag-man (if he reads this) should know that there abound in Pakistan men who can get any gagged message or movie onto his PC one night and then onto a thousand other PC screens by dawn the following day. How unfortunate and luckless can the citizens of Pakistan be that they are so mocked by those put in positions of power.


Last week there came into my mail box a highly depressing message which concerns all of us who live in Karachi. Excerpts warrant reproduction, just in case they awaken our so-called ‘leaders’ into whose hands our government has been delivered, and our administrators who must follow, but who at least can be made aware of what is what and can voice their objections.

It came from Engineer Zulfikar Sarosh currently residing in Austin, Texas :

“I am a member of IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers), the largest professional body of electrical engineers. It was after reading an article in ‘Spectrum’, the flagship publication of IEEE that I decided to write to you.

“This month (June 2007) ‘Spectrum’ did a special report on mega-cities. Karachi was named twice in that report, both times in a negative light. Since you are one of the few people who take up the real issues (non-political) regarding Karachi, I decided to share this information with you.


“First of all, Karachi has the ‘honour’ of being the most polluted city in the world. In the words of ‘Spectrum’, ‘Air Pollution : Particulate matter smaller than 10 micrometers in diameter (pm10) is the most dangerous to human health, because it can pass through the nose and throat and enter the lungs — leading to asthma, lung cancer, cardiovascular problems, and premature death. Of the mega-cities, Karachi, Pakistan, had by far the worst pm10 problem in 1999, the last year for which complete data were available. New York City had the cleanest air.’


“If it is any consolation, Karachi was followed by Delhi, Cairo and Dhaka. But they were far behind Karachi. As you may note, this was the data from 1999. I am sure by now the situation must have grown far more serious. I beg you to please write about this issue. I have spent the best years of my life in Karachi and my parents and parents-in-law and most of my family live there, so I have a deep emotional attachment to the city. This is a very serious issue, as it concerns the health and indeed the very lives of Karachiites.


“The report is available on the internet : http://spectrum.ieee.org/ jun07/5148/3 To see the GDP for mega-cities check out : http://spectrum.ieee.org/jun07/5148 (Karachi is third from the bottom).

“One graph which showed the slum populations is not available online, but was in the print copy and showed Pakistan as having the fifth largest slum population, way behind China and India in numbers. But it also showed that 74 per pent of urban dwellers in Pakistan live in slums (as opposed to 56 per cent in India and 38 per cent in China).


“Another shameful fact appeared in The National Geographic magazine, where, writing about Dharvi, a slum in Mumbai, this is what the author said: ‘In Asia, Karachi's Orangi Township has surpassed Dharvi [as being the largest slum in Asia] ....


“So Karachi has two crowns to wear – one being the most polluted mega-city in the world and second the host of the largest slum in Asia.....bravo Karachi!


“Don’t forget to don a mask as you go out. You live in the most polluted city. And also don’t forget the bullet proof vest...I am sure it is also the most unsafe city as well.”Now, this being the current state of our city, and with the pm10 problem having surely magnified alarmingly over the space of eight years what can possibly be the justification for the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) to have given its clearance, on June 6, to the City District Government to construct the 25-kilometer long Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) which has been rejected by many experts (genuine this time) on the grounds that it is highly environmentally damaging? The sole justification one can think of is that it is another money-making machine, money being the magic that makes our government go round and which is always needed by its honourable members both here and, of course, far off in fair London town.


Karachi’s proposed ‘road-on-stilts’, running from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad, which I have previously discussed, has been given a go-ahead by SEPA on the basis of ‘do good, and avoid evil’. But does this city need, and can it sustain, an elevated expressway? Architects, engineers, planners and advocacy groups think not. Environmental, aesthetic, technical and procedural flaws that have been identified go against it.


A cardinal principle for reducing congestion on roads and mitigating adverse traffic impact is that new roads should only be built after all reasonable alternatives for minimising the use of single-occupancy vehicles, that is, cars, have been exhausted. Consequently, the first priority of the city government must be to implement an affordable, comprehensive, and environment-friendly mass transport system in Karachi which will radically reduce the proliferation of polluting, gas-guzzling, noisy, traffic-congesting vehicles that are coming out onto our roads in their hundreds each day, thanks to our banks and their need to make money out of upwardly mobile unwary citizens.


The second priority, which will benefit not only the expressway corridor but the entire city, would be to ensure traffic law compliance/discipline and the removal of road friction (illegal parking, encroachments, etc) on existing thoroughfares. These principles have also been the findings of this week’s stakeholder workshops organised in Karachi by the Asian Development Bank to examine its ‘Transport Sector Roadmap’ for the Karachi Mega City Sustainable Development Project.


The expressway has been dangerously designed without emergency lanes/shoulders. While the Malaysian Highway Authority mandates that “All expressways must have at least four lanes (two in each direction) segregated by a median divider. Both sides must have an emergency lane”, the contractors, IJM Berhad from Malaysia (who chose them and how?), propose to provide the citizens of Karachi less than the minimum facilities which are mandatory in their own country.


Since the city does not have an overall traffic/transport management plan, isolated projects like the expressway are merely a means of putting public money into private pockets. The questionable contract-award procedure, the lack of transparent details of the ‘annuity-basis’ BOT contract, the availability of a superior alternatives (rail for one) for inter-port and upcountry traffic, the increased noise and air pollution, and many other factors would make the project a non-starter in a civilised, clean and sane society.


The Director-General of SEPA, responding to questions put to him by architects, engineers and environmentalists at a public hearing in April informed them that the city government had formed a committee of ‘experts’ to evaluate all reservations and assured the doubters that problems would be addressed and resolved. Have they been?


The city government’s project director of the KEE is Canadian citizen Rauf Akhtar Farooqui, an OSD (officer on special duty), a great favourite of the Pir of London and his appointed Karachi City Nazim, young Mustafa Kamal who has a Malaysian connection. According to Project Director Farooqui, while discoursing on another ‘development’ project, there is no need for such “time-consuming exercises” as environmental impact assessments, when the aim is “rapid development.” This says it all.

Long may we live, healthily – breathing polluted air.

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 10/06/2007)

Two hours of traffic jam at I.I.Chundrigar Road

Karachiites remained stranded on I.I.Chundrigar Road for two hours and faced grave difficulties in reaching their respective destinations thanks to a major traffic jam on Saturday afternoon. The traffic jam saw vehicles from four directions of the Shaheen Complex interesection gridlocked. As a result, vehicles were stuck bumper to bumper from Uni Centre to the Shaheen Complex signal.


The trouble started when, at the intersection, a truck hit a sedan (a Suzuki Cultus), slightly damaging its rear bumper. The owner of the car, a lady, came out from from her car and engaged in a heated argument with the truck driver. All the while, both her car and the huge truck stood right in the middle of the intersection, hindering with the smooth flow of traffic, which is heavy in this part of the city in any case. Within a span of few seconds, a massive buildup of vehicles started clogging up all surrounding roads. Frustrated at being stuck at one place for several minutes in their vehicles, people started honking incessantly. Utter chaos was witnessed on one of the busiest roads of the city.

Oblivious to the commotion around, the lady continued with her argument and insisted that the driver pay compensation or else handover his license to her. However, the driver remained adamant. The warm weather increased the motorists’ agony, causing them to become extremely angry and impatient.


Meanwhile, it is worth noting that no traffic police was found at the scene for quite a while, which further added to the misery of the trapped citizens. Even the DIG traffic was not available to comment or listen to the woes of the affected people when contacted on his cell. It was only after two long hours of painful wait that a traffic police mobile appeared on the scene.


This is, by any measure, not the first case of its kind with a number of people having to bear long hours of mental and physical torture due to the traffic congestion. However, leaving aside the absence of the traffic police, what was worrisome is that this happened just because of a couple of irresponsible citizens.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-20, 10/06/2007)
Dug-up roads heighten rain fear

KARACHI, June 10: Over a dozen main thoroughfares of the city, which have been dug up for reconstruction, along with some other roads in incredibly dilapidated conditions might pose a serious danger to the lives of motorists and pedestrians if repair work is not completed before the fast-approaching monsoon season.


According to the Met office, the monsoon season in the city begins from June 15 and runs till August 15.

The dug-up roads include a track of the main University Road (from Jail traffic intersection to New Town and also from New Town to Edhi Centre), a major portion of I.I. Chundrigar Road, Sharah-i-Pakistan (from Aisha Manzil to Water Pump and up to Sohrab Goth), a portion of the main Clifton Road, an unnamed road starting from Yasinabad bridge to Aisha Manzil, a 5-km long track of Shahrah-i-Orangi (from Banaras Chowk to Raees Amrohvi Colony), one track of the main Sindhi Muslim Cooperative Housing Society Road (from SMCHS-Sharea Faisal traffic intersection to Allahwali Chowrangi), two lanes of the main University Road (from Bait-ul-Mukarram mosque to Hasan Square), a major portion of Tipu Sultan Road, (starting from the Shaheed-i-Millat-Tipu Sultan Road traffic intersection to Adamjee Nagar roundabout) and a portion of Sir Shah Suleman Road, near the Expo Centre.


Since one track of all the above-mentioned roads is dug up and the other tracks, in most cases, have been lying in a highly dilapidated condition, motorists taking these routes have already been experiencing great hardships. Their ordeal will only increase once the roads are flooded with rainwater in the upcoming monsoons.

During a visit to the main University Road, which is being rehabilitated at an estimated cost of Rs312.5 million, one could see that vehicular traffic was still plying on a major portion of the road (from Busy Bee restaurant to Jail traffic intersection), although the road has become uneven and bumpy at many places with deep ditches and a number of open manholes.


Besides, open manholes and mounds of earth excavated from the dug-up portion of the road can be seen lying at various places, creating a dusty environment.

The most dangerous aspect of the under-construction track of University Road is that the traffic on it is being allowed to move in either direction by bifurcating it with ropes and placing heavy boulders in between the tracks. One can only wonder what would happen if the boulders became submerged in rainwater.


Work on the road, which is being reconstructed under the Tameer-i-Karachi Programme and the funding of which has to be provided by the PIA, often gets stalled owing to delays in releasing the required funds by the national carrier, sources in the city government claimed.


Moreover, one track of the road (from the Yasinabad Bridge to Aisha Manzil), which has three roundabouts in between, has been dug up. Since the remaining track of the road is being used by motorists going to and from Aisha Manzil and Yasinabad, traffic on this portion of the track often gets jammed or moves at a snail’s pace.


Similarly, the main Clifton Road has shrunk to two lanes as its other lanes often remain blocked owing to work on the Clifton storm-water drain, which is being carried out for flushing rainwater in to the Nehr-i-Khayyam.


Besides, a 5-km long track of Shahrah-i-Orangi is being used as a dual carriageway as its other track is closed for vehicular traffic due to the laying of a 24-inch diameter pipeline. But since the pipeline work has been delayed, motorists have no choice but to move in the opposite direction on its only open track. Resultantly, heavy traffic jams on this road have become a matter of routine.


A major portion of Tipu Sultan Road, which was dug up for laying some pipelines, has not yet been carpeted despite the lapse of more than three months since the completion of pipe-laying works.

The most horrifying thing to note on this portion of the road is that the parapet walls of an at least 8-foot wide open storm-water drain running along the road have also been demolished while undertaking the work.

The motorists taking this route apprehend that the drain will become a death-trap if its walls are not reconstructed prior to the rains.


Many citizens have expressed the concern that if the work on these under-construction arteries is not completed before the imminent monsoons season, pure havoc will ensue.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 11/06/2007)

Leading the transporters

Syed Irshad Hussain Bukhari, who is an authority on transport affairs in Karachi and even in Pakistan, does not believe in agitating through wheel-jam strikes. He generally avoids transport strikes, unless they are unavoidable. 


He was born in Kothiala, Abbottabad in 1942 as the last offspring of his parents. Bukhari passed his matriculation from government high school Sherwan in 1962 and afterwards he travelled to Karachi where his elder brothers already worked as transporters. He graduated from Islamia College, Guru Mandar in 1966.

By 1970, his family owned 15 buses and their company was called Shah Brothers Bus Service. It was his family that initiated route No six from Dastagir to Merewether Tower. Bukhari himself settled in Federal B. Area.


Bukhari proclaims that in 1962 when his family started its transport business diesel prices were very low in comparison with today’s prices. He says the price of one gallon of diesel was then Rs1.65 (each gallon is equal to 4.5 litres). 

“In those days public transport was considered a very profitable business. However, it is no longer as profitable as it used to be. From 1999 to 2007, the price of diesel has increased by 283 percent while the increase in fares is only 70 percent,” he added.


Bukhari is also the founding president of Karachi Transport Ittehad, which was formulated in 1990. Since then he has been being elected unopposed president of Ittehad by the transporters.


The purpose behind the formulation of Karachi Transport Ittehad was to solve the problems of transporters and unite them under one umbrella. “I am really lucky that transporters believe in me, and are confident that I can safeguard their rights. I have been serving them for the last many years irrespective of their rates, religious beliefs and languages. From Karachi to Islamabad I represent all the transporters in this country,” he says. 


Bukhari is not in favour of the existing local body system, and awarding police the authority to fine drivers. “The old system of sub divisional magistrate should be re-established in the country in order to restrict or at least reduce the level of corruption,” he says.

He admits that our community of drivers is largely illiterate but the same illiterate driver is perfectly law abiding in the Middle East. “It is the law enforcement which makes the difference,” he says. 


Bukhari is proud to be associated with the transport business. He states, “Thirty-three years back I was nothing but today I am known in the city due to fact that I became part of the transporters.” Bukhari who was married twice and is the father of 10 children says peace in the city is very important to him. He says the city of Karachi has given a lot to him and to innumerable others who come here to earn their livelihood. “First of all I am proud to be Muslim, then Pakistani, and then to be one of the Karachiites,” he comments. “I am not a political figure and I don’t want to be involved in politics. 


Politicians have their own issues and my priority is to solve the problems of transporters,” he says.


According to Bukhari, the call for strike becomes unavoidable in certain circumstances, such as a sudden rise in petroleum prices which naturally affects transporters. However he claims he has no grudges against anyone in the city and he wants to develop good relations with members of all the communities.

“We have close ties with other communities,” he says. Recalling the past yet again he stated that Karachi was a very neat and clean city in the past. Furthermore, the roads of Karachi used to be washed everyday and police was comparatively well-disciplined back then.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-19, 11/06/2007)
Who needs parking space, anyway?


KARACHI: A number of traders of the New Sabzi Mandi, located on Super Highway, have condemned the market committee for grabbing parking lots and converting them into area for 150 more shops/auction shelters but taking no measures to issue possession to the 309 shopkeepers who have remained deprived of their right to getting shops for the past six years.

“The 21-member market committee has illegally grabbed four parking lots to convert into 150 shops. Without any fear of law, they have tried to get the Master Plan Department of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) to approve the revised plan. However, the department has rejected it,” said an office-bearer of the Alliance of Traders of New Sabzi Mandi, while talking to Daily Times Sunday. 


The traders said that more shops would cause the situation in the market to worsen and further deprive existing traders of basic facilities.

“The committee is involved in embezzlement of funds by selling plots of parking lots, which is totally illegal. The official rate was Rs 125 per square feet but willing buyers were asked to pay Rs 1.5 million for 240-square feet shops and Rs 1 million as bribe to get the possession letter of 120-square feet shop or auction shelter,” a trader said. He said that a couple of weeks ago, a team of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had visited the market to identify the mismanagement and corruption and formulated a comprehensive report. 


The traders demanded the Sindh chief secretary to take stern action against the officials behind this scam. “The government should look seriously into the affairs of director general extension of agriculture department, administrator and secretary of the market committee, section officer and consultant,” they said.


Although the matter is still pending in the Sindh High Court after representatives of the Mal-e-Nigran Welfare Association (one out of many associations of the Sabzi Mandi) had obtained a stay order in 2003, some members of the market committee have started issuing allotment/possession letters. 

“The corrupt officials of the market committee, refusing to lose extra money, have restarted their malpractice. If the parking space converted into more shops, the hundreds of thousands of people who visit the market on a daily basis will face great inconvenience in finding parking space for their vehicles,” said the traders.

However, representatives of different associations have also shown reservations over the increasing number of illegal stalls and shops being established on roadsides and even on footpaths. 


The New Sabzi Mandi, which is under the authority of the Sindh Agriculture Department, was shifted from University Road to Super Highway in 2001. The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation had handed over possession of shops/auction shelters to the 4,348 traders who had been working in the Old Sabzi Mandi. 

“Presently, the 96-acre New Sabzi Mandi has more than 8,000 shops. The market committee, rather than taking action against encroachers, is allowing outsiders to encroach and establish their makeshift and permanent stalls on main arteries as well as on footpaths,” Javed Ahmed, a trader, said.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 11/06/2007)

Construction work becoming a nuisance

Each day, hundreds of thousands of people are exposed to clouds of dust particles, uneven road surfaces, debris at the road side and massive traffic congestion, on one of the busiest roads of the city. The passage from University Road which meets main M A Jinnah Road facilitates thousands of people throughout the day. However, since the inception of a development project encompassing the area from Jail Road Chowrangi to Gulshan Town Office, people are facing considerable inconvenience. 


One side of the road has been under construction for several months. For the first time in years, local town administration is installing new water and sewerage pipelines in the area. Mohammad Ali, a shop owner at Jama Cloth Market who lives in one of the apartments facing Federal Urdu University believes that massive and prolonged traffic jams which start from Bilquis Edhi Centre and continue till Jail Road Chowrangi, is the most serious issue in this regard. He further stated that he mostly faces traffic jams at Askari Park (Old Sabzi Mandi), New Town Roundabout, as well as at Jail Road Chowrangi.


One of the regular commuters on the said route, Aziz Khan said that Sunday is the only day when he does not find traffic standing still at New Town and Jail Road Chowrangi. Otherwise, he estimates that 10 to 15 minutes are easily wasted on these roads due to traffic mismanagement. 


According to him, the main reason behind this mess is the unplanned traffic distribution of the roadside. He claims that a single road is being used for two-way traffic but no measures have been taken to make traffic flow smooth and continuous. 

“One whole lane is blocked and it will remain under-construction for a few more months. How will we commute during the up-coming monsoon period?” Khan questioned. Numerous people say that the absence of traffic policemen causes chaos, particularly during peak-hours. 


Several people complained that traffic sergeants are only seen during visits of VIPs, or in case of special directions issued by senior officials. They also believe that motorcyclists and coaches play a large role in causing traffic jams.


Commuters who follow this route also complained about the unannounced diversion of traffic, adding that they are often asked to opt for the road which goes to Sharfabad. All traffic is shifted towards Jinnah Medical and Dental College from where drivers have to take a U-turn towards Jail Road Chowrangi. Meanwhile, drivers of commercial vehicles adopt shortcuts from the National College to the Chowrangi, but in both cases on average at least 15 minutes are lost.


Karachiites have appealed for a proper division of the road, right from Civic Centre to Jail Road Chowrangi, till the completion of the project. They have also called for regular inspections by higher officials to check the working status on the road and the presence of traffic constables. Several commuters expressed the need to speed up development work in order to put an end to the inconvenience.


Zafar Ullah, a middle age motorcyclist complained about the dust rising on the road and said that he frequently suffers from a dry cough. He finds it really difficult to commute on this road even though he wears a helmet to avoid dust particles. 


Commuters also suffer on account of the debris, which had not been removed from the roadside till the filing of this report. The huge pile of debris at the roadside can become a cause of road accidents and these heaps will become even more dangerous during the up-coming monsoon season.

Bumps on the road also cause discomfort to commuters. More specifically, motorcyclists, especially those carrying women and children with them are at great risk for falling victims to mishaps.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-20, 12/06/2007)
Illegal car business thriving with help from govt departments


KARACHI: Organized groups in the city buy stolen or snatched cars from car lifters and get them officially registered by bribing government officials, including those of the excise department, and the police.


There are more than 60 car lifter groups in the city, who have divided their operations into areas. They sell the stolen or snatched vehicles for Rs 25,000 to Rs 30,000. The vehicles are stolen or snatched according to the demand of those who buy from these groups. At present, white-coloured Suzuki Mehran, Suzuki Alto VXR, Toyota Corolla 2.0 D (model 2000-3), are stolen or snatched the most, due to their high-demand in the city.


The buyers’ groups sell the car in the market after acquiring the original registration book through the excise department’s help, by getting the car’s chassis number changed through fake documents made with the help of the excise department, Citizen Police Liaison committee (CPLC), police’s laboratory test department, FSL.


After the stealing or snatching of insured cars, the owners claim insurance from the insurance companies. The CPLC then puts the record of the stolen or snatched cars into safe custody. After this, the excise department gives the original file of these cars to its safe custody section. The organized groups, who are involved in the business of such cars, bribe the safe custody section of the excise department to get photocopies of the required car’s documents. These people then attach a fake police report stating that the previously stolen or snatched vehicle has been recovered, to the photocopies of the documents and submit it to the CPLC. The CPLC is then heavily bribed to remove the vehicle’s documents from safe custody on account of the fake police report, without confirmation from the police. The removal of the vehicle’s documents from safe custody makes the car documents transferable to anyone’s name. The chassis number of the vehicle, on the photocopied documents, is then punched on to another vehicle of the same type and model. The certificate confirming the validation of the punching of the chassis number is acquired through heavily bribing the police FSL department. After obtaining the vehicle’s original registration book from the excise department through fake documents, the vehicle is then sold off. 


The physical checking section in the excise department, whose work is to verify the punching of the chassis numbers on to the vehicles, instead of physically checking the vehicle, check the vehicle only on paper for bribes of Rs 500 to Rs 5,000.


If only the insurance companies’ records of insured stolen or snatched vehicles and the records of the safe custody section of the excise department, are both checked and investigated, a lot of facts related to this illegal business will be uncovered.

The Anti Car Lifting Cell (ACLC) SSP Sanaullah Abbasi, told Daily Times that 7,000 new cars come on to the streets of Karachi, every day, and added that 538 vehicles were snatched and 1453 vehicles were stolen in six months, 46 percent of which, he said, were recovered. He said that those vehicles were mostly taken to Balochistan, and added that although the vehicles get recovered, the culprits do not get arrested.


Daily Times learnt of an incident where the Excise Motor Registration Authority (EMRA) had registered the ownership of a vehicle on fake documents, under some other person’s name, whereas its original owner’s registration record was missing from the database. Shahbaz Ahmed, who is the original owner of a Land Cruiser having the registration number BC-5897 and the chassis number HDJ81-0003899, told Daily Times that when he went to EMRA to pay tax on the vehicle, he found out that there was no computer record of the vehicle with them. It was found out through the chassis number that the vehicle’s registration number was changed to BC-3511.


Ahmed said that he had bought this car (BC-5897) from Nasir Mehmood Sindhu in Gujranwala. The registration of the vehicle at that time was BC-3511. He said that in 2002, a man named Banot Khan got the vehicle transferred into his own name through fake documents. Banot Khan had obtained a fake registration book under Mohammad Bashir Attara’s name. The book was caught, and an excise taxation officer, Faraz Soomro, cancelled Banot Khan’s registration. 


Ahmed said that it was his mistake that he got the vehicle transferred under his name very late, in 2005. Upon obtaining ownership of the vehicle, Ahmed said that he had requested EMRA to cancel the registration number BC-3511, because the BC-3511 number plate was on another vehicle having the same chassis number HDJ81-0003899 punched on it. Ahmed said that his request was accepted by EMRA, and he was allotted a new registration number BC-5897, and added that he had taken his vehicle to the excise department’s physical checking section, and that the officials there had confirmed the punching of the chassis number, but refused to confirm it in writing.


Ahmed explained that the original file of the vehicle was with him, but the excise department, without confirming the fake documents, had registered the vehicle under the cancelled registration of Banot Khan (in 2002), under the name of someone called Mohammad Tahir. Ahmed, accusing the excise department of corrupting, said that the registration number of the vehicle (BC-5897) had been converted backed to the old, cancelled registration number of BC-3511, and that his original ownership registration had disappeared from the computer records.

(By Munawar Pirzada, Daily Times-B1, 12/06/2007)

Whither Karachi?
By Ardeshir Cowasjee


WE are all acutely aware that when the government of Sindh and its administration (or for that matter any government and administration of Pakistan) wishes to actually do something – naturally not for the good of the people but to achieve their own ends via their own means – they can do it, and do it rather effectively.


For instance, they can purposefully reduce the traffic-handling capacity of Sharea Faisal, a main artery of this city, to virtually zero. They did so this past May 12 when the gun-toting members of a local party with fascistic tendencies blocked it and its connecting feeder roads with water tankers, containers and whatever else came handy. They mounted gun-turrets on over-passes and pedestrian bridges and indulged in target practice. The Chief Justice of Pakistan and his legal entourage could not get out of Jinnah Airport and no one, welcoming rallies or individuals, could get on to Sharea Faisal to get anywhere. Even ambulances carrying the dead and wounded found it impossible to pass through the blockades – as would have been the case with fire engines.


Unless the City District Government, Karachi, (CDGK) develops some sort of will to do right by this city, and drastically reduces its obligations to London Town, the traffic handling capacities of most of the main roads may soon be reduced to just above zero. This need not happen if the roads are put to proper use, and if relevant laws, rules and regulations are stringently enforced.


This is a message that the citizens of Karachi have been trying, over the past year or so, to convey to young road-digger (gold-digger?) and City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal. It has been suggested to him on numerous occasions that unless he takes concrete steps to enforce traffic discipline, to implement the driving rules, and to remove road friction (such as illegal parking, loading and unloading of vehicles, encroachments, thelas, khokas, jaywalkers), we are opting for disaster in not so distant a future. If he were to enforce all the laws that exist on the statute book, vehicles on roads such as Sharea Faisal would swing along like lightning. The traffic-handling capacity of all our thoroughfares, bad and reasonably good, would increase substantially.


What this government and administration do not wish to understand is the internationally acknowledged elementary principle of road planning (to repeat myself) : that new roads should only be built after all reasonable alternatives for minimising the use of single-occupancy vehicles, that is, cars, have been exhausted. The CDGK is blatantly disregarding this maxim in the rush to construct the lucrative Karachi Elevated Expressway (with its Malaysian connections) over Sharea Faisal, Club Road and M.T. Khan Road. They are ignoring the priority alternative of a proper, affordable public transport system.


Last year, the Karachi Mass Transit Cell (KMTC) of the CDGK, in collaboration with PCI International (Thailand) and Engineering Associates, published a report entitled ‘Private/Public Partnership-based Environmentally-friendly Public Transport System for Karachi.’ The introduction tells us that:


“The context of this study is the deteriorating situation of public transport in Karachi which includes, primarily, the bus system. The worsening situation and the stalled improvement schemes have led the Government of Pakistan [through the Planning and Development Division in collaboration with the Government of Sindh and the CDGK] to [institute] this study for the development of a bus development plan with a view to introduce approximately 8,000 new environmentally-friendly buses for Karachi. . . .


“Karachi has a history of transport planning projects that have never been implemented [for] a variety of factors; some financial and some political. The present problems at hand are so critical that the ‘do-nothing option’ is no longer an option.”

The KMTC report has emphasised that an all-Karachi policy-making Urban Transit Authority is needed “to coordinate all aspects of urban transit into a unified policy and budget framework to create a total ‘system-based’ passenger transport function.”


Governments and administrations of Pakistan are rather good at commissioning pricey studies and reports, but never have the political will, or perhaps the organisational ability, to implement any sound recommendations. Karachi’s transport system has been in a mess since the late 1970s. Previous inquiries into how to solve the problems include the 1982 Transport Commission Report, the 1983 Karachi Bus Owners' Association Report, the 1989 Karachi Development Authority Road Accident Costs Report, the 1990 KDA Mass Transit Study, the 1991 Draft Pakistan Transport Policy, the 1994 KDA Implementation Programme Report, and the 1999 SMEDA National Transport Strategy.


None of these papers have been acted upon; they just lie rotting in the archives. This is ridiculous. Enough studies have been made which, if even half implemented, would have gone a long way to see that we are not in the horrible mess in which we and our roads find ourselves today.


The population explosion pressure and the escalating transport problems all point to a mass transport system as the solution. Over the past decade, two half-hearted partial attempts were made by the city government to address this issue in collaboration with the private sector – the 1997 private NGO's Karachi Public Transport Society (KPTS) which included Swede CNG Bus and Metro Cab, and the 2002 CDGK's Urban Transport Scheme (UTS) which included Green CNG Bus and Airport Limousine. UTS eventually took over the KTPS survivors.The UTS operators blamed the increasing failure of the scheme on numerous factors: rising fuel costs, competition with non-UTS operators, illegal route operations, non-availability of depots and of promised subsidies, substandard spare parts and service, police harassment, absence of law and order, frequent VVIP (creatures that blight our lives) movement.


It is not difficult to see why the political heavyweights and the powers that run this city seem to be unable to muster the will to implement the recommendations of the KMTC Public Transport System plan, but have no qualms when it comes to the construction of mega-projects such as underpasses, overpasses and elevated expressways.


To move to other municipal matters: today Karachi is beset with power riots, with citizens experiencing up to twelve hours a day of breakdowns and load-shedding. How can any enterprise run properly when some 38 per cent of its product is stolen by consumers? The Karachi Electric Supply Corporation, with a turnover of Rs. 45 billion a year, has over one third of its generated energy illegally channeled through ‘kundas’ and tampered or bypassed meters – a haemorrhage that the newly-appointed CEO, Lt General Syed Mohammad Amjad, euphemistically termed “non-technical losses” (why?) at a recent public hearing. Imagine what relief could have been provided over the past decade had Rs.17 billion per year not been eaten away by thieves. But political patronage and corruption are the reasons that theft cannot be stopped, and so the paying customers suffer.


And then there is the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board which has also just had a change of guard at the top. After being run by technically-qualified serving brigadiers for the past many years, veteran non-technical civil servant Ghulam Arif (whose reputation precedes him) has taken over. With him have come two new non-technical Additional Vice-Chairmen, Imamuddin Shehzad and Moin Khan, both Karachi MQM MPAs. These people-friendly MPAs have spent large sums in refurbishing their offices and have two government cars each at their disposal. This largesse comes out of the budget of the bankrupt Board which supplies water worth Rs.12 billion annually but collects only two billion rupees in water and sewerage charges from residents, industries, commercial consumers, civil and military institutions, its annual expenditure of five billion rupees being subsidised by the taxpayers.


The ‘do-nothing option’ is indeed no longer an option – not only in the case of our roads and transport but in all issues pertaining to our lives in this city rated as the most polluted in the world. What we citizens, and our government and administrators, need to ask is: where does Karachi want to go? Down the proverbial drain?


But President General Pervez Musharraf has given orders that we should not spread depressing news. So, our aim must be to have in our province a non-corrupt non-fascistic government.

(By Ardeshir Cowasjee, Dawn-7, 17/06/2007)

KEE project to start by month’s end: City Nazim

The City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, has confirmed that the groundwork of the Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE) will start by the end of the month despite reservations expressed by various quarters on this project. 

He told The News that construction would begin at five different places on Sharah-e-Faisal simultaneously. However, these five points have not been decided as yet. According to the Nazim, the CDGK is currently considering various sites and a decision would be taken soon. 


Mustafa Kamal said that adequate arrangements would be made to allow proper diversions to traffic at the points where work would start on the elevated expressway.


To find out what citizens have to say about KEE, The News conducted a survey on Shahra-e-Faisal where a large section of people were asked about their thoughts on the project.


A number of citizens said that they are not against the construction of the expressway. Many people interviewed by The News said that as long as motorists are not affected by construction, the KEE should be built.


However, others who said that they were unsure about the project commented, “Nothing can be said for sure unless the expressway is built.” A sizeable number also did not know about the project and as such did not offer their comments on it.


It may be mentioned that public opinion from people on Sharae Faisal was not elicited by the City Government. A public hearing for the project was held some months back in which stakeholders had bitterly criticized the project. At the time, the city government had promised more consultations before going ahead with the project. 

The News survey revealed that people who live or work on Sharae Faisal, over which the expressway is expected to pass, are more worried about the short term problems they will face as a consequence of the construction work. 


Citizens are afraid of parking problems that are expected to worsen during the three years required to complete this project. “I hope the expressway will solve traffic problems on Shahra-e-Faisal, and therefore believe that it should be constructed at the earliest,” said businessman Noman Mansoor.  He added “One important thing is that before construction begins, the city government must identify alternate routes to avoid traffic disorder on the Sharae Faisal.”


Another individual who runs an institute on Sharae Faisal, Ashfaq Anwar said, “Citizens should become responsible enough to compromise on minor issues to avail larger benefits in future.” A number of citizens appeared hopeful that construction work will serve to remove encroachments found in various parts of the KEE route.

“Although it will bring temporary problems to the populace, as every development work generally does, the outcome will be beneficial and long-lasting,” commented Afzal Khan, resident of Quaidabad. “The project should be completed at the earliest so that we can be rid of encroachments on this major thoroughfare of the city,” he added.


There are many who worry that the project will come to a halt if there is a change in the composition of the city government. Many others said that construction should not stop even if the city government is replaced. They were of the opinion that if not the present generation, then the generations to come will benefit from the city’s development. 

Interestingly, a large number of people are happy about the prospect that when the expressway is built, they will no longer be subjected to long waits during VIP and VVIP movements on Sharah-e-Faisal. 


The owner of a showroom on Sharae Faisal said that, during such movements, his business comes to a halt. “We have to close our gates for long hours, sometimes,” he said.


One estate property dealer was in favour of the project but expressed concern about the resulting depreciation of the value of land. Giving an example, he said that after a flyover was constructed at NIPA, the surrounding area was almost destroyed.


It is significant to note that the KEE has been criticised by numerous architects, urban planners and NGOs since the very beginning. NGO, Shehri - Citizen for a Better Environment, which has actively opposed the project says that city government still hasn’t clarified the terms and conditions of its agreement with the IJM, the Malaysian company that will build the KEE. 


General Secretary of Shehri, Amber Ali said that citizens have a right to know the exact terms of this agreement. The $350-million project will be 24 km long, with six entries and exits at Quaidabad, Star Gate, HIR Road, Shahrae Quaideen, Hotel Metropole and Jinnah Bridge.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 17/06/2007)
Who will fix this mess?

The traffic situation in the city is worse than ever and the traffic department officers don’t seem to be taking this issue seriously. Numerous reports have been published regarding the traffic mess, but all in vain.

A senior officer of the traffic department simply exclaims that the roads are being dug up and he cannot do anything about that. The point remains that several roads have been constructed at major thorough fares such as Karsaz, Dalmia, M.A. Jinnah Road Ext-2 and several underpasses and bridges have been constructed in the city during the past four months. How then can officers of the traffic department keep complaining about the unavailability of roads? 


Most of the traffic jams are witnessed at Sharah-e-Faisal, M.A. Jinnah Road, University Road, Liaquatabad, and Business Recorder Road. These are the roads which have been renovated but still traffic disorder is experienced mostly during evening hours. This has not only caused considerable inconvenience to countless people, but even resulted in deaths of patients as the ambulances carrying them were unable to transport them to hospitals in time.


A chaotic traffic situation has been reported in Liaquatabad where three underpasses have been constructed but complaints about traffic have not ceased. Furthermore, roads and footpaths have been encroached and these outrageous acts remain unaddressed.


Several dilapidated buses and mini-buses, clearly unfit for use, can be seen on the roads but still no action has been taken against them. It was also seen that the Sindh government banned heavy traffic in the city during afternoon hours but heavy vehicles can still be seen on the roads during the day. 


Why haven’t traffic officials challaned reckless drivers who endanger lives. Often these irresponsible individuals don’t even have drivers’ licenses.


Operators of buses, mini-buses and coaches are continuously seen breaking traffic laws but their illegal actions remain unchecked. Furthermore, they do not stick to bus lanes which worsens the traffic situation.


Traffic policemen are mostly busy stopping vehicles and motorists instead of controlling traffic. A year ago the Capital City Police Officer Karachi Niaz Siddiqi showed serious concern over complaints regarding bribes being extracted by traffic policemen under the guise of stopping and checking cars.


The CCPO ordered traffic police officers and constables to put an end to the practice of stopping vehicles to check documents and pay attention to traffic violations. He further stated that documents of vehicles should be checked only under the supervision of the SP of the zone.


While giving directives to the traffic police, he ordered traffic policemen to perform their duties at traffic signals and not leave the traffic signal to challan drivers. He also stated the need to educate people about traffic laws such as keeping within their lanes and speed limits.

The CCPO also ordered all the traffic section officers to be on duty in their respective areas particularly during the peak hours. He ordered the DSP and SP to be in their respective zones at peak hours for supervision and ensure the smooth flow of traffic. However, these orders seem to have been forgotten and today traffic policemen have reverted to illegal practices.


A senior traffic officer, who requested anonymity, said that there is a lack of coordination between officers. Furthermore, meetings are not held with section officers with the aim of reducing traffic chaos and encroachments or making diversion plans. 


According to a report, clouds of dust in areas where roads have been dug up are causing serious health problems, besides inconvenience to millions of commuters. 


Perhaps no area of the city is safe from the menace of dug-up roads, but the areas most affected are roads that connect Gulistan-I-Jauhar, Hasan Square to Jail Chowrangi and other areas. Regarding the traffic situation in Gulistan-I-Jauhar where the condition of the roads from Millennium Mall to Jauhar Moore and from Jauhar Moore to Jauhar Chowrangi is pitiful. The road is constantly flooded with sewerage. This has been the state of affairs for the past few years but still the CDGK and the Cantonment Board have not taken this issue seriously.


Traffic experts say that if government and higher officials of Traffic Police want to control the traffic situation, they will have to ensure strict compliance with traffic regulations and create awareness among the masses.

(By Salis bin Perwaiz, The News-19, 17/06/2007)
125 luxury buses arriving next month

The city will be receiving 125 CNG-fitted luxury buses in the first week of July, with each having a variable seating capacity of up to 140 passengers.

These buses would be arriving here from Holland under the private-public partnership program of the city government.


DCO Karachi Javed Hanif disclosed this while informally talking to newsmen at his office, saying that special arrangements have been made with PSO for filling these CNG-fitted luxury buses. These buses will arrive in phases and the first phase will comprise articulated buses.


Owing to the acute public transport shortage, the federal government has chalked out a plan to import 500 buses for Karachi, he added.


According to him, the government has provided loan incentive to private sector which would encourage more and more transporters to enter this sector. He agreed that present transporters were plying obsolete vehicles and their drivers and conductors were over-burdened, besides these vehicles were causing environmental pollution. 


An expert on civic amenities, however, said that these luxury buses were likely to prove a failure as these modern buses were designed to ply on smooth and well-carpeted roads, whereas many Karachi roads remain in a dilapidated condition.

(The News-13, 18/06/2007)
SHC stays construction of CNG station


KARACHI, June 19: The High Court of Sindh on Tuesday restrained the respondents from carrying out any construction activity on a disputed plot in a petition filed against setting up a petrol/CNG station on a residential plot.

The petitioner, Naseem Fatima, moved before the SHC a constitutional petition challenging the establishment of a petrol/CNG station on a plot measuring 600 square yards, bearing No. 85-C, Block 14, in Gulistan-i-Jauhar.


The division bench, comprising Justice Anwer Zaheer Jamali and Justice Qaiser Iqbal, adjourning the matter till July 3 and also ordered the maintenance of the status quo. The petitioner sought directions for halting the construction saying that the use of a residential plot for commercial purposes was illegal.


BAIL ALLOWED: A single bench of the High Court of Sindh comprising Justice Munib Ahmed Khan on Tuesday graned bail against a surety of Rs200,000 to an applicant booked by police for keeping an unlicensed pistol.

The applicant, Mukarram Khan, was arrested with two other accused by police during patrolling in Lyari Town following the recovery of the pistol from them.

(Dawn-17, 20/06/2007)

Policy needed to eliminate two-stroke rickshaws despite ban extension

Following the Sindh Government’s decision to extend the deadline for discarding two-stroke rickshaws till 2010, the next area of debate is the policy that the government will formulate in this matter. This decision entails replacement of more than 1,600 rickshaws in a single month, which seems very unlikely due to the fact that only 300 odd CNG and four-stroke rickshaws have been registered over the last 12 months. On the other hand, the government is very pleased with this decision.


At present there are nearly 60,000 two-stroke rickshaws with more than 40,000 in Karachi alone that must be replaced with an equal number of CNG and four-stroke rickshaws. Therefore, the government will have to replace at least 1666 rickshaws each month. However, it has recently been learnt that transporters are reluctant to opt for CNG rickshaws because they believe that using these in Karachi is not feasible due to the increasing number of flyovers and underpasses. CNG-fitted rickshaws do not suit the ramps. In the given conditions, it is a big challenge for the Sindh Government to ensure trouble-free implementation of their proposal.

When asked if transporters have been favoured by the government, the Secretary to Government of Sindh Labour, Transport, Industries and Commerce Department Nasar Hayat strongly disagreed saying, “Extending the deadline does not mean we favoured them, two-stroke rickshaws have to be discarded either today or tomorrow since we have to follow court orders.” 


Responding to a question regarding the negligence of rickshaw owners towards the deadline and the policy of the Sindh Government, he said, “There will be no compromise on this issue. We will make rickshaw unions sign a memorandum of understanding that will serve as a legal binding.” After listening to their proposals and demands, Hayat said that the government will make a plan to execute them. “All big rickshaw unions of Karachi, Hyderabad and Larkana will be invited for this purpose and their recommendations will be considered. Then a plan will be made with regard to disposing of these two-stroke rickshaws,” he continued, adding, “In the plan we will determine the modalities involving the replacement of old two-stroke rickshaws with CNG fitted four-stroke ones.”


The provincial secretary further stated that they had recommended the year 2008 as the new deadline. However, several talks were held between the governor and the transporters and then the decision was made. “The governor is the authority and we are to follow him,” he added. 


As far as the contribution of two-stroke rickshaws to environmental pollution in the next three years is concerned, he said, “The fitness of these rickshaws is the job of the fitness department. However, we have proposed for four traffic courts and restoration of magisterial powers to Secretary PTA according to which implementation will take place under our supervision.” He added that if these powers are restored, things such as fitness of vehicles can be monitored on the road. 


Hayat also contradicted the views of transporters who claimed that National Bank of Pakistan’s (NBP) policy is very complicated and not aimed to facilitate the poor. “President’s Rozgar Scheme in collaboration with NBP is very friendly since no guarantee is required for a rickshaw. The rickshaw itself is a guarantee and the instalment is not high. It is only about Rs2000 a month,” he said, adding, “We want to encourage drivers to own rickshaws themselves. This is because it was found that certain transporters purchased five to 10 rickshaws, and paid drivers very low wages for driving them. This cripples drivers as they can never establish themselves without owning the vehicle.’ However, he stated that this policy will help the poor and “In only five years they will own the vehicle,” Hayat added.


Furthermore, he stated that they have proposed to reserve a total of Rs880 million in the provincial budget for the aforementioned scheme, according to which 10 per cent of the down payment will be made by the government while the remaining cost (to be paid in five year instalments) will be borne by rickshaw owners. 


Several transporters complained that the government is not encouraging the conversion of two-stroke to four-stroke CNG-fitted rickshaws. When asked if the allegations were true, Hayat said, “Firstly the conversion is not possible, even if they do it the converted vehicles will not meet fitness standards.” He also stated that rickshaw owners are welcome to approach the government. “We’ll send the converted ones to DIG traffic for fitness approval. If they fail the fitness test, they will not be accepted but if they meet the requirements we will have no objection against using it since our purpose is to promote environment-friendly rickshaws,” he added. 


Governor Sindh has directed the Secretary Transport to settle modalities for conversion of rickshaws as per environmental requirements. These should incorporate financial placations, facilities for rickshaw owners and technical matters; he also directed that a final course of action be drawn within three months. The governor said it should also be determined as to how many rickshaws will be converted for a new system each year. However, it remains to be seen how the government executes its policies and how many rickshaws are replaced per month or per year.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-20. 21/06/2007)
Holland-based bus company to run 125 CNG buses

Governor Sindh Dr. Ishrat-ul-Ebad Khan termed it a good omen that a Holland-based bus company was inducting 1500 CNG buses in Karachi out of which the first batch of 125 buses will begin its operation in town from July this year. 

He was addressing a ceremony held on the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between the bus company and the City Government in a local hotel on Wednesday night. 


The ceremony was also attended by the provincial Minister for Revenue, Irfan Gul Magsi, adviser to the Chief Minister on Home Affairs Waseem Akhtar, Nazim, Karachi, Syed Mustafa Kamal, prominent citizens and representatives of the company. 


The City government, according to the agreement, will provide complete infrastructure to the company including route permit, land for CNG station, and depot while the 18-metre long buses will have a seating capacity of 140. The company will increase the number of buses every month. 


Regarding government policies for investment, the Sindh Governor said that currently the environment for investment in Pakistan was the best ever. Development budget was being increased every year due to the good governance and best management both at administrative and financial levels.

(The News-14, 22/06/2007)
Four-stroke rickshaw scheme opposed

KARACHI, June 22: The Karachi Taxi, Rickshaw and Yellow Cab Association has opposed the government plan of introducing new CNG-fitted rickshaws and termed it a completely failed scheme.


Addressing a press conference at Karachi Press Club on Friday, the association leaders, Hafeezul Haq, Sarfraz Tanoli, Sher Alam, Nisar Ahmed and others, said that the small vehicles (rickshaws) were not responsible for pollution as most vehicles plying on city roads were outdated and polluting the atmosphere.

They said the new CNG-fitted rickshaws were not durable. Besides, they said, the CNG-fitted rickshaws were so weak that drivers would have to spend on their repairs whatever profit they would collect during the whole day service.


The leaders said that the drivers would not discard their two-stroke auto-rickshaws. However, they said, they would modify them into four-stroke rickshaws. In this regard, they said the governor would be taken into confidence.

“We have to spend at least Rs70,000 on modification of per rickshaw, which is not affordable for us,” they said and demanded financial support. They also suggested that duty-free Italy-made rickshaws, which would be more suitable both quality-wise and for the environment, should be allowed to replace the existing ones.

(Dawn-19, 23/06/2007)

Karachi Elevated Expressway

KW&SB says it will not be responsible for consequences

The US$350 million Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), pursued so vigorously by the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), is likely to destroy the storm water drains and sewerage pipelines of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB), thereby accentuating the miseries of the citizens living in the mega city of Karachi.


This is amply demonstrated in a letter written by the deputy managing director (planning), KW&SB to the director general, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), government of Sindh, on March 31, which categorically stated that the KW&SB would not be responsible for the consequences of the project. 

“Only the sponsor of the project would clarify for any ecological/adverse effect of project upon the citizens if any. KW&SB would be one of affectees because the water supply & sewerage pipe lines coming in alignment of median (20 ft either sides of its center) and those which are in the crossings of corridor (KW&SB and private bulk consumers as well) from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad would be affected. As a part of routine development, those would require re-routing at the cost of sponsors,” the letter said. 


“KW&SB however would not accept disposal of any wastewater generated by pile foundation and other construction of Karachi Elevated Expressway Project into storm water drains & sewerage pipelines of KW&SB because it would destroy these systems. The company has to arrange own bouzers to cater their safe disposal under monitoring of CDGK as per guidelines of EPA,” it said. 


KW&SB has pointed out that pipelines that are running within 20 feet’s width on either side of the center of the median of Sharae Faisal from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad would need “re-routing.” Besides, shafts are to be re-adjusted by sponsors to avoid construction of pile cap upon those pipelines crossing Sharae Faisal, Club Road and MT Khan Road. 


The letter further said that KW&SB would deposit the cost estimates for the re-routing of pipelines with the project director KEE, CDGK, who would arrange the funds either by the CDGK or from the private company and transfer it to the KW&SB’s account. “However, bulk consumer duly affected would replace their service pipelines at their own being private property,” the letter said. 

“In view of above position, it is the responsibility of sponsors of the project to undertake construction work after fulfillment of above mentioned conditions regarding water supply and sewerage pipeline re-routing to avoid any dislocation of water and sewerage pipelines of KW&SB because it would destroy these systems. The company has to arrange (its) own bouzers to cater (to) their safe disposal under monitoring of CDGK as per guidelines of EPA,” the letter said. 


Although the massive project is being opposed by leading architects and town planners as well as three former chief secretaries of the Sindh government, the CDGK is adamant to go ahead with it and claims that the KEE will enhance the road capacity of the strategic corridor from Jinnah Bridge, Sharae Faisal, Jinnah Terminal and Quaidabad; facilitate safe, secure and speedy travel from the Karachi Port and the central business district to the airport, Port Qasim, Pakistan Steel Mills, National Highway and Super Highway; and upgrade and modernise the infrastructure facilities of the “fastest growing megapolis.”

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 23/06/2007)
Action against billboard companies ordered

Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister on Home Affairs Wasim Akhtar has ordered registration of cases against companies involved in the installation of billboards that collapsed on Saturday. 

These billboards fell off due to heavy rains and claimed innocent lives in various parts of the city. Wasim Akhtar instructed that all the dangerous billboards which were installed in various parts of the city be removed prior to further rains. 


While taking serious note of the reports regarding deaths due to falling off of billboards, he ordered registration of cases against the companies and listed them as black list.

He also ordered cancellation of their licences and ordered formation of an inquiry committee under the supervision of District Coordination Officer (DCO) Karachi to take strict action against the companies found responsible.

(The News-13, 24/06/2007)
Billboards cause havoc as storm lashes city

Five people were killed as a direct consequence of falling billboards in the city which collapsed due to strong winds on Saturday evening. Police confirmed the deaths which were caused when at least twenty billboards collapsed as heavy winds pounded different parts of the city. Several serious injuries were also reported due to the fall of these oversized billboards. 


Numerous billboards fell in Sharae Faisal alone. Many others were found lying on roads in Saddar, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Nazimabad, Korangi, Gulberg and Sohrab Goth. These billboards were owned by different authorities that include the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC), Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF), Pakistan Railways (PR), and Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).


Asif, 25 - brother of senior journalist, Syed Safdar Ali - was killed when a billboard in Gulberg fell on him while Sumaira Kiran was killed under a billboard that fell in Sohrab Goth. Irfan was another victim of a billboard that fell near the Askari Park.


Another massive-size billboard on Korangi Road fell on a rickshaw, injuring three persons. According to Sajid Waheed, an official from the advertising section of CBC, two people were seriously injured and were sent to hospital in an ambulance whereas the third one was slightly injured in the incident. Eyewitnesses said that the billboard didn’t fall down right under its location but due to the high pressure of wind, it fell about 30 ft far away from where it was actually fixed.


Another hoarding fell down at Bukhari Park that is situated on Khayaban-e-Ittehad on DHA and comes within the jurisdiction of CBC. However it may be considered as a blessing that no one was present in the park at the time, say witnesses. 

An eyewitness, Mansoor Moattar informed the The News that the entrance of Regent Plaza was blocked when a huge signboard fell at the entrance. In the same vicinity, another signboard was found on the opposite road of the sharah.


The City District Government Karachi (CDGK) had banned oversized billboards for a year but allowed them following intense pressure from advertisers. According to the CDGK bylaws, no hoardings are allowed within 20ft of a road. On the other hand, the Cantonment boards do not have any bylaws regarding billboards at all.
The billboards that have been a visual nuisance since ever turned out to be extremely dangerous during Saturday’s downpour. In a situation where the metrological department has forecast more heavy rainfalls with windstorms, the authorities and city management must be prepared for more disasters, say observers


At the same time, citizens have expressed extreme annoyance on the City Nazim’s statement who has appealed the citizens to stay in their homes. “I am sure no where in the world, citizens have had experienced what we did today,” said one, adding that the citizens of this mega city feel threatened from the ‘mega’ hoardings that have covered the whole city like monsters who can kill anyone, anywhere and anytime.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 24/06/2007)
Parking mafia proliferates in Saddar area

Driving in Saddar town has always been a nuisance for motorists who can’t navigate the streets easily because of the massive encroachments on the roads. 
Shahra-e-Iraq is one such example where one hardly gets enough space to drive properly. Despite the fact that parking of vehicles is not allowed at various points on that road, hundreds of cars can be seen parked over there in multiple rows.


The authorities are well informed about the encroachers who have been running illegal businesses and making millions of rupees but have done nothing. The situation is worse during the first half of the day when hundreds of cars frequent the area owing to the presence of some offices over there, including the Passport office, the Federal Investigative Agency (FIA), Crime Circle, and the Provincial Election Commissioner (Sindh). 


Unsurprisingly, the ‘No Parking’ signboards on the road seem to be of no worth as long rows of vehicles stand in front of them throughout the day. The road is wide enough to cater to the needs of the flow of traffic but these multiple lines of parked cars have left a lone lane for motorists. Although one can see car lifters roaming around the place, they usually do not take any action towards this open violation of law. It was learnt that those who pay car-washers, could park their car for the whole day but those who do not, are made to pay five times more, as the traffic police spends no time in lifting their cars. 
“In case, one does not pay for the car parking, his car will be lifted by the traffic police whereas if one pays that amount against the car parking, no one will even look at that car. I would prefer to pay Rs100 here instead of going to the police chowki to retrieve it and paying the same amount of money” said one visitor outside the passport office.


Upon inquiry from those who do business on that road, some admitted that the traffic police take bribes daily, whereas others denied this practice altogether. “Vehicles from all the Saddar police stations are sent here for cleaning and washing,” said one. 


A few months ago, all encroachments were removed from the road but a few days later the mafia reappeared. Many of these criminal elements were put behind bars. However, later on they “were released against payment of Rs2000 to Rs3000,” another car-washer told The News. One worker, wishing to remain anonymous, commented that he may not be allowed to run the business over there if he ever fails to bribe the police; the bribe amounts to Rs100 per day in his case.


Saddar Town Officer Municipal Regulation, Imran Mirza said that the town administration has spoken to DIG traffic a number of times but there have been no fruitful results. He said that the matter is not just under the control of the town administration but that the traffic police also needs to cooperate in this regard. “They say they are short of equipment,” he said and showed frustration at the excuses the department usually comes up with. 


SSP Traffic, Saddar town, Mohib Ali said that he would look into the matter and assured this correspondent that the Sharah would be cleared of all encroachments within two days. However, he explained it’s not easy to handle such things at a time when the whole town is facing this problem. He also said that he had removed the same four months ago when he had joined the department.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-19, 24/06/2007)
Killer billboards mostly under Cantonment Boards

The majority of killer billboards which caused loss of lives in Saturday’s storm are located in areas controlled by the Cantoment Boards of the city, a survey by The News has revealed. According to an estimate, around 20 hoardings fell in Shahra-e-Faisal alone where most are oversized but were still given permission by the Cantonment Boards of different areas. 


At the same time, the City Nazim, Mustafa Kamal, has claimed that the majority of hoardings which fell down in the city on Saturday were not in areas that fall in the limits of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK). 

“More than 13 organisations are providing municipal services in Karachi and the city government controls only 34 per cent of the city,” said the City Nazim, adding that the CDGK had already disallowed the oversized billboards due to safety fears. He told The News that the CDGK had cleared all areas in its jurisdiction by removing 3,200 hoardings.


The Nazim said that after determination of size of the hoardings according to the law, only 260 hoardings were approved for installation in the CDGK limits. He said that only four hoardings fell down in the CDGK limits and no one was injured. 

He further clarified that hoardings that fell down on Sharea Faisal did not come under CDGK jurisdiction and they were controlled by other organisations which received taxes for these hoardings. “However, the city government have cleared all the trees and hoardings without making the jurisdiction an issue to restore the traffic and to facilitate the people,” Mustafa Kamal stated.


It may be recalled that two years back, during a visit to Karachi, President General Pervez Musharraf had observed that many hoardings were oversized and ugly and it was on his directives that the CDGK started a campaign against as such hoardings and billboards.


During the campaign, CDGK removed around 3,200 oversized hoardings but it could not run this campaign where in areas where other agencies had jurisdiction. This included areas under control of Cantonment Boards, Pakistan Railways, Pakistan Navy, Civil Aviation Authority, etc. 


While the CDGK has it own bylaws regarding the installation of hoardings alongside thoroughfares, the manner in which other agencies deal with these advertisements is arbitrary, say observers. Cantonment boards, however, claim that they have by-laws as well. 


Since the launch of CDGK campaign, interestingly, the number of billboards increased in those areas where other city stakeholders have jurisdiction. One may see great number of billboards on the rooftops of high-rise buildings at Shara-e-Faisal as well. These installations had a weak structure and many collapsed due to strong winds on Saturday.


Experts believe that this mushroom growth of billboards also affected the beauty of the city as some trees alongside the thoroughfares were also chopped down for installation of these hoardings and billboards. 


Cantonment Executive Officer ( CEO) of Faisal Cantonment Board, Zeenat Ahmad when contacted for her version, however, denied that cantonment boards were responsible of those billboard and hoardings that felldue to fall of heavy rain and speedy winds on Saturday.


She said cantonment boards have by-laws regarding installation of hoardings, which are certainly followed. She said before the installation of any billboard in the limits of cantonment board, a structural engineer certifies it. She said now those engineers would be questioned who had certified the billboard that fell on the ground due to strong winds.

She said two billboards under the control of the Faisal Cantonment Board collapsed on Saturday. One was at Karsaz and the other at Sharae Faisal. Zeenat Ahmad said no causality occurred due to falling of these billboards. 


The Faisal Cantoment Board CEO said that the rest of the billboards were of different agencies like Station Headquarters, Pakistan Railways and Pakistan Navy. She also said that her cantonment board has started removing hoardings that came under its jurisdiction so that any untoward accident could be avoided. So far 20 hoardings have been removed.


While responding to another query she said majority of hoarding that are installed at the rooftops alongside Shahra-e-Faisal belonged to the associations that runs the affairs of those buildings and those associations were also collecting revenue from the advertisers. 


This correspondent tried a lot to contact the CEOs of other cantonment boards to get their version but in vain. Observers say that the lucrative nature of business had made many authorities turn a blind eye to the problem. 

On Sunday, two cases were registered against two different advertising companies who had erected billboards that claimed lives in DHA jurisdiction.

(By Qadeer Tanoli, The News-13, 25/06/2007)
We face a stay order on removing billboards: Railways DS


KARACHI: There are 48 illegal billboards on Pakistan Railways land in the city which should be removed immediately, declared Divisional Superintendent Karachi, Pakistan Railways, Mir Muhammad Khaskheli, but its hands are tied because of a court stay order. The PR had started to remove all billboards on its land in December. A total of 23 huge ones in Clifton and on I. I. Chundrigar Road were removed. “Upon this, eight different advertisement firms obtained a stay order from the Sindh High Court (SHC) to stop us from removing any more,” he said. “As the matter is in the court, we are unable to take any operation even to remove the remains of the dismantled billboards. If the court allowed us, we are ready to remove all billboards overnight.” The PR is against billboards that are, for example, 30x60 feet, and those that above railway tracks and major roads. One advertiser had argued that it had paid the PR all taxes and obtained permission to set up its two billboards along the Natha Khan Bridge. However, Khaskheli denied this and said that they were just the “billboard mafia”. Several attempts, all unsuccessful, were made to contact Cantonment Board Clifton Chief Executive Officer Khawaja Iftikhar Ahmed Mir.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 25/06/2007)

Cantonment Boards begin removal of hoardings

Following the mishaps that occurred due to the falling of hoardings across the city, the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) plans to remove all billboards in its jurisdiction. The Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF), meanwhile, has already started removing hoardings from the major roads within its area of authority.


The total number of hoardings in the CBF’s ambit is around 70-75, according to the Cantt’s Executive Officer (CEO), Zeenat Ahmed. “As much as 50 per cent of hoardings have been removed already from the four major roads including Sharae Faisal, Karsaz, Rashid Minhas Road and Dalmia Road,” she said, adding that the authority is taking away small hoardings only, whereas the huge ones wouldn’t be removed completely. “Instead, the sheets of all the huge hoardings will be detached as it hampers the movement of wind.”


The CBF has also begun the assessment of all the hoardings that are fixed within its jurisdiction, she said, and assured that all those with weak structures and foundations will be removed at once. 

However, she said that the hoardings installed on the internal roads of Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Gulshan-e-Iqbal Block 12 and 13 will exist, as most of them are ‘all right.’ The CEO admitted that five hoardings had fallen in the jurisdiction of CBF, amongst which two had been mounted on Sharae Faisal, one at Karsaz, one on Rashid Minhas Road and one near Faraz Avenue in Gulistan-e-Jauhar. However, she emphasised that none of the five hoardings led to any casualty. She said that all the hoardings were installed after proper consultation with the structural engineers.


Structural Engineer, Zaki Yaseen said that the hoardings are always fixed after consideration of its location, height, and the wind intensity at the place where it has to be mounted.


Regarding Saturday’s incidents, he believed there to be two reasons for their occurrence. Firstly, he felt, was substandard quality of construction, for which, the concerned site owner is responsible. “The second and more likely reason is the highly unexpected intensity of wind movement in the city on that day,” he said and explained that in Karachi, wind moves at the rate of 83km/hour whereas the intensity of wind movement on Saturday was not less than 130km/hr.


The engineer said that besides the designing of the hoardings, his job also includes specification of certain elements related to those hoardings but, “then it’s the responsibility of the site owner to take all those specifications into account and take action according to that,” he argued.


CBC, CEO, Khawaja Iftikhar Ahmed Mir has said that all the hoardings would be removed within one day. “We have received instructions from Governor House to bring these billboards at zero regime,” said Mir and disclosed that CBC will hold a meeting with the owners of these hoardings on Tuesday and “they will be given a deadline of 12 hours to remove all the hoardings.” He said that in case anyone doesn’t follow the directions, the CBC would remove the hoardings by itself. He informed that eight hoardings have been removed from the CBC area so far.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 26/06/2007)
Hoardings: money for officials, threat to people

KARACHI, June 26: As all land-controlling authorities in the city are involved in the lucrative business of advertising hoardings in their respective jurisdictions, they must all share equal blame for the heavy death toll caused by falling boards in the wake of Saturday’s storm.

A total of 104 hoardings had fallen in Saturday’s storm and torrential rain out of which nine hoardings fell in the city government’s controlled areas and 95 in the areas controlled by other authorities, killing nine people on the spot.


Well-placed sources told Dawn that a presentation given to the top authorities of the province at a meeting held after Saturday’s calamity suggested that nine billboards fell in areas controlled by the Karachi Cantonment Board, killing three people; three boards fell in the Defence Housing Authority controlled areas, causing death of one person; 51 billboards fell in the areas controlled by the Faisal Cantonment Board though, luckily, no one was killed or injured; 12 billboards installed on the Pakistan Railway land fell; three billboards fell in the area controlled by the Station Headquarters/Army; nine hoardings fell in the Civil Aviation Authority controlled area; five billboards fell in the SITE area; and one each fell in the areas controlled by the Pakistan Rangers, the Pakistan Sports Board and the Askari Park.


At least nine hoardings fell in the city government’s jurisdiction besides many others which were bent or twisted, posing a danger to pedestrians and motorists. However, the city government claimed that only four billboards fell in its jurisdiction. Fifty-five billboards were declared dangerous and subsequently removed by the city government.


Sources said that recently the army and the city government authorities had a confrontation over the installation of a giant billboard under the FTC bridge. The army wanted to install the billboard and the city government opposed it, claiming that it had built the bridge and it was its right to generate revenue from it. However, the city government succumbed to the army pressure and withdrew its claim over the land and the hoarding was installed.


The District Officer of the city government’s local taxes department, Rehan Khan, told Dawn that the city government issued 150 permissions for billboards on rooftops and 110 on land sites. “We have no land site on Sharea Faisal. As per the city government’s policy, Sharea Faisal has been declared a signboard-free road. Before last year, we had 175 sites for billboards and we used to get over Rs12.5 million revenue. But keeping in view President Pervez Musharraf’s directives, we did not allow any advertiser to install billboards on the city government’s control portion of Sharea Faisal,” he added.


However, he conceded that besides the nine hoardings, some 55 hoardings had been bent and twisted by the storm. “Since Saturday night we have surveyed all the 260 billboards and removed 55 of them which were bent and stood precariously. As a precautionary measure, we asked the advertising companies to remove sheets or panel of their billboards till the weather conditions improve,” he said.


According to CDGK rules, formulated this year, no hoarding can be installed on a greenbelt and there is a limit on the size of billboards. Besides, the advertiser has to submit a stability certificate given by a qualified engineer and a site plan before installation of any hoarding.

For instance, the CDGK’s bylaws say that a 90-foot wide and 30-foot wide billboard can only be installed on a building that is at least ground-plus-five storeys high. But such huge billboards can be spotted on ground-plus-four buildings. Similarly, billboards cannot be erected on footpaths and on the central median of roads if they block motorists’ vision. Besides, there is a specific rule that since the footpaths are meant for pedestrians, a billboard must be erected seven feet above the footpath’s surface.


However, a random visit to the city would show that the bylaws on publicity hoardings are being openly flouted by the advertising companies apparently in connivance with officials of the city government’s local taxes department, who issue permission for billboards.


Admitting that illegal billboards have surpassed the number of legally ones, sources in the local taxes department say that although an advertising firm seeks permission for a single billboard for a particular site, it installs a number of billboards at different places, mentioning the number of the authorised billboard on all those billboards.


President Gen Pervez Musharraf, while taking a serious notice of the haphazard display of billboards in the city a couple of years back, had said that their mushroom growth presented an ugly sight to passers-by and that there must be a standard policy for billboards. Shortly afterwards, the Sindh governor had directed the then city nazim, Niamatullah Khan, to launch a campaign against illegal billboards.


However, the campaign against the illegal billboards which was aimed at achieving the goal of bringing uniformity in the billboards’ size and making a standard policy was initially started in the former district East, but it was left halfway, reportedly on account of the pressure exerted on the city government by influential people, including senior officers of police, the army, bureaucrats and even politicians.


Sources in the city district government say that the annual turnover from hoardings ranges between Rs3 billion and Rs4 billion and influential people belonging to almost every segment of society claim their share in it.

The sources say that the cantonment boards are granting permission for billboards even for those roads which are being maintained by the city government. In this regard, they mentioned Sharea Faisal, saying that although the Sindh government had notified Sharea Faisal as the city government’s road, cantonment boards are issuing permission for billboards for it.


Similarly, a number of roads in Gulistan-i-Jauhar are being built and maintained by the city government, but the cantonment board concerned has issued permission for erecting billboards on them.


Quoting the Military Cantonment Act, the sources say that there is no provision of publicity advertisements in the act, and hence the CBs cannot claim publicity advertisement tax in the limits falling under the jurisdiction of municipalities.

In this regard, they cite the example of Clifton’s Block 9, saying its land use is with the city government but building control is with the Clifton Cantonment Board.


Elaborating, the sources said that not only the cantonment boards but even SITE and the Pakistan Railways are allowing erection of billboards on the land falling under their jurisdiction although they, too, are not entitled to publicity advertisement tax.

(By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque & Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 27/06/2007)

Laws violated to install killer hoardings

HOARDINGS have gradually taken monstrous proportions during the last 15 odd years. These outdoor advertisements were major contributors to the current rain-related death toll following Saturday’s storm. These hoardings may only weigh a ton but there is several tons of money involved in the racket and therefore an early reprieve from this issue may be wishful thinking.


Outdoor advertisements are not necessarily a menace if they are controlled under regulations and their impact is not detrimental to the safety of the people, property and the environment of the surrounding area. During the early 1990s, the then Sindh chief minister, Muzaffar Hussain Shah, had constituted an aesthetic committee for the city. A sub-committee that included people like senior advertising professional S.M. Shahid worked ceaselessly to formulate by-laws for hoardings. Those recommendations and other universally accepted norms and regulations have sat in city files for more than a decade.


In 1995, the then prime minister, Benazir Bhutto, issued explicit instructions to remove illegal hoardings from the streets and the KMC ran a major campaign for their removal. However, it stumbled on two counts: the station commander of the Faisal Cantonment Board confronted the KMC administration head-on during a meeting called by the then Karachi commissioner (currently principal secretary to the Sindh governor) Saleem Khan and the vested interests led by a ruling party heavyweight dressed as the president, Outdoor Advertisers’ Association (OAA).


The brigadier wanted the KMC to pay Rs500,000 for each of the hoardings removed from his area and the OAA drew guns on KMC staff at several locations, including Schon Circle. However, the massive campaign continued for several months.

Advertisements in limited numbers can, if carefully designed and situated, form an attractive feature of a commercial centre.


However, when they are poorly designed, unsuitably located, unduly large or too numerous, they can create visual clutter and become detrimental to the street scene.


Sensitively designed and located illuminated displays can lend a sense of vitality to the streets, but there is a danger that they can detract from amenity or become traffic hazards if they distract drivers.


In residential areas, advertisements should be permitted only in the most exceptional circumstances. Any outdoor advertisement must be kept clean, tidy and in a safe condition. It requires the permission of the owner and other users of the land. The sign should not obscure or attract attention from any official or safety signage.

In case of unduly large hoardings, permission or consent should only be given by the city authorities or the other landowning agencies ie the six cantonment boards, the KPT, Civil Aviation Authority, Pakistan Railways, Site or the DHA provided that the hoarding and its structure would at least withstand the international benchmark wind velocities of over 120 kilometres per hour or 75mph. These have been prescribed under the ‘Unified Building By-laws’ for structural safety features in respect of natural hazard by way of earthquake, cyclone and other forces of nature for buildings and other structures allowed to be put-up in an urban environment.


It should also be mandatory that the hoardings are erected in areas devoid of general human activity, power-lines, and/or any other property so that in case of a structural failure, the damage remains minimal. Such stringent regulations and controls should condemn these monstrosities to waste expenses of the Super Highway, National Highway or alongside some future motorway instead of every intersection within our municipal boundaries.


There also has to be a role of the Karachi Building Control Authority to ensure structural integrity and town-planning references. Unfortunately, someone currently looking after the abattoirs could well be soon transferred and made responsible for outdoor advertisements in the city.

(By Fahim Zaman Khan, Dawn-19, 27/06/2007)

DHA, Clifton cantt board to remove 100 hoardings

KARACHI, June 26: The Defence Housing Authority and the Clifton Cantonment Board (CBC) held a meeting with representatives of different advertising companies and decided to remove at least 100 hoardings from their jurisdiction during the current rainy season.


The meeting discussed modalities for the removal of all hoardings within 24 hours, said a press release. The meeting was presided over by Khwaja Iftikhar Ahmed Mir, chief executive officer of the CBC, and attended by 25 owners of different companies.


Officials said the decision was taken in view of the danger posed to the safety of people by the structurally weak hoardings.

The advertisers assured the administration of their full cooperation in voluntarily removing the hoardings.

According to a DHA spokesman, the DHA and CBC have intensified measures to de-water the rain-affected areas.


A DHA press statement said that this year due to timely cleaning/desiltation and structural repairs of drains the stormwater drainage was quite smooth and the situation was much better compared to the last year’s, especially in Clifton blocks 8 and 9.


However, it said, some commercial streets in DHA Phase IV, Tauheed Commercial, Khayaban-i-Shujaat, Khayaban-i-Hilal and Naval Housing Scheme were the worst-hit areas. The maximum resources, including tankers, mobile hydrants, suction pumps, cesspool vehicles, excavators and jack hammers, have been employed to drain out water from the inundated areas.


DHA officials appealed to the residents to avoid throwing cut down/fallen trees on the roads, which adversely affected the natural flow of storm-water drains.


RELIEF ACTIVITIES: Sindh Relief Commissioner Syed Anwar Haider on Tuesday said that the provincial government had released Rs71 million for immediate relief activities in the province while more funds would be released after the final assessment of losses caused by the heavy rains and windstorm in Karachi and other parts of the province, adds APP.

The commissioner said that Saturday’s rainstorm claimed 72 lives while three persons died due to the capsizing of a boat in Thatta. He said the death figures being quoted by some NGOs and relief organisations were being investigated so that after the final assessment due compensation could be given to the bereaved families.


Mr Haider said that the provincial and district governments had established complaint and emergency centres which were working round-the-clock to provide relief to the people.

(Dawn-19, 27/06/2007)

Billboard associations blame authorities

The billboard associations and advertisers appealed to the public that they should not be solely blamed for the havoc created by the fallen hoardings as they were not illegal and were mounted only after getting permission from the concerned authorities.


“People should realise that what happened was a result of an extra ordinary windstorm that was obviously not expected while placing these billboards in the city,” said Zulfiqar Ahmed, General Secretary of the Billboard Association. Ahmed said that he also lives in the same city along with his family and he would never risk putting their lives in danger.


The authorities that have put all the blame on advertisers are the ones who not only invite these companies for advertisements, but also try their level best to renew the contract for years, a few complained. “The authorities earn huge amounts of revenue in the form of taxes through these billboards,” commented Ahmed.


Although the billboard associations are all set to remove the hoardings following the announcement made by the government, (some have already removed them) they argue that getting rid of the hoardings is not the solution.

“Billboard advertising exists everywhere in the world, but not the way it does in our country,” he complained. He also insisted that the authorities should control the exceeding sizes and heights of these billboards in the long run otherwise the consequences could be even worse the next time.


Two years back, when President Pervez Musharraf had ordered the removal of these massive billboards from the city, the hoardings were removed from everywhere. However, Sharae Faisal was one major thoroughfare that still continued to sport these hoardings, many pointed out. 

Malik Najeebullah of ABSA Advertising explained that before a hoarding is mounted at a place, the authority concerned is well informed of all its features and specifications.


The advertisers admit that a large number of hoardings are over sized or placed at dangerous heights; one above another, at times. “But that, too, happens with the permission of concerned authorities. Why do they allow a hoarding on top of another hoarding?” he complained.


These advertisers claim that they consult architects and provide them complete structural plan and once all the elements are decided, the authority concerned is approached. “If they feel there’s any fault in the plan, they can reject it at once. Why do they allow anything that is posing a threat to human lives?” Najeebullah said.

It’s not only billboards that had fallen due to the windstorm, but also uncountable trees, poles and walls along with the destruction of the roofs of numerous houses. “Doesn’t this tell us that it wasn’t the fault of billboards alone, but the actual reason was the high intensity of the wind that didn’t spare anything that came in its way,” said another advertising agent.


SOA, which is associated with 100 advertisers and advertising agencies, claims that not a single hoarding belonging to them fell. 


Vice President of SOA, M. Abbas admitted that inexperienced people have entered the field that do not have any background in the field and, therefore, they do not take care of some very important details. “We have advised the authorities including cantonment boards not to deal with non-professional advertisers. Instead, involve the billboard associations because the associations are comprised of professional people who are conversant of the issues,” he added.

He further claimed that the cantonment boards do not have any bylaws at all. “I had asked them several times to show the bylaws, but they couldn’t do that,” said Abbas. However, Cantonment Board Faisal (CBF) maintained that they hold the bylaws and can present it to this correspondent.


Although the situation has made this necessary, as a matter of fact, the removal of hoardings will directly leave thousands of people unemployed and thus their families will suffer, commented another.

(By Aisha Masood, The News-13, 27/06/2007)
CDGK ready to rid city of hoardings

KARACHI, June 27: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the city government is ready to remove all hoardings from across its jurisdiction once and for all if a policy of turning Karachi into a hoarding-free city is devised.

“Installation of hoardings in the CDGK limits is allowed after ensuring strict adherence to the rules and regulations pertaining to public safety. However, the city government is ready to do away with the billboards on a permanent basis if other stakeholders are ready to do the same in their jurisdictions,” he told a meeting held in his office on Wednesday.


He said that all organisations should make it mandatory upon advertisers to pay the compensation to the families of those who died after being hit by falling hoardings. He recalled that a drive to remove billboards had been launched earlier and afterwards the city government had prepared a comprehensive policy in consultation with the City Council, private sector, NGOs and experts on the installation of billboards.

He maintained that the hoardings installed within the city government’s jurisdiction posed no threat to the life or property of people, still the city government was ready to make Karachi a hoarding-free city.

(Dawn-18, 28/06/2007)

Death from collapsing billboards: SHC moved for compensation

The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Wednesday issued notices to City District Government Karachi (CDGK) and the cantonment boards for July 16 on a petition seeking compensation for those who died in the recent rains due to collapsing billboards in the city.


Petitioner Qadir Khan Mandokhail, Advocate, submitted in his petition that more than 228 people had died while hundreds other injured due to rains and the collapsing of billboards, installed by advertisement companies, in different areas of the city.


His counsel, Islam Hussain, said that huge advertisement boards of advertisement companies caused the deaths of the citizens and respondents who permitted companies to set up such billboards must be held responsible.

The counsel further submitted that list of companies permitted to install billboards by the respondents be produced before the court and they may also be restrained from installing obscene boards in future.


The court was requested to direct the respondents to award compensation to victims who died due to the collapsing billboards.


The SHC’s division bench, comprising Justice Athar Saeed and Justice Mrs Qaiser Iqbal, after preliminary hearing of the petition, issued notices to the CDDK and the cantonment boards for July 7 and called their comments.


CM creates authority for erecting billboaRds: Sindh Chief Minister Dr. Arbab Ghulam Rahim has directed for establishing a regional authority to control and allow hoardings and billboards in the city, saying procedure of erecting signboards had some serious flaws.


Presiding over a meeting of provincial relief committee at CM House on Wednesday, he said Sindh had suffered a lot due to the tropical cyclone and torrential rains, but the government was doing everything possible to compensate the losses and rehabilitate the affected people.


On the occasion, he announced provision of Rs. 0.1million for the heirs of the people who died in rain-related incidents and Rs50,000 for unemployed persons. Rahim added that those injured would be provided treatment on government’s expenses.

The CM also expressed his annoyance over performance of the meteorological department and said he would bring its performance to the notice of the federal government, claiming that met department did not timely informed people about the incoming tropical cyclone and rains.

He noted that police and navy officials will be deployed at provincial met department to monitor its performance.


ASA calls for Billboards Regulatory Authority: Regional Chairman, Asia Sign Association (ASA) for Pakistan Region, Mr Mohsin Durrani, has requested the federal government to form a ‘Billboard Regulatory Authority’ to save and to protect the income of workers and advertisers related to the signage industry.

In a statement issued here on Wednesday, Durrani requested the city Nazim to take some positive and progressive steps to protect the signage industry in Karachi before taking the harsh and destructive step of removing all the existing billboards from the city. He has requested an inquiry to be conducted against those advertisers whose billboards were destroyed during the windstorm causing deaths and injuries to the citizens and for subsequent legal action against them.


The chairman has suggested that the federal government should nominate the concerned city Nazims as the head of the authority in their respective cities, along with the heads of cantonment boards and other federal authorities as members of the regulatory authority. 

He said that a uniform policy should be adopted towards the installation and display of billboards in all the cities. He has strongly recommended this in order to avoid and to resolve conflicts and disputes on the sizes and locations of the billboards authorised by the different authorities in the city.


The chairman also conveyed his deep sorrow over the deaths of citizens during the rain and heavy windstorm on behalf of ASA and its member countries which includes China, Thailand, Hong Kong, Korea, and Taiwan. He has also assured his cooperation in the relief efforts.
	Area
	Fallen Billboards
	Deaths

	Clifton Cantt
	9
	3

	DHA
	3
	1

	Faisal Cantonment
	51
	0

	CDGK
	9
	0

	Railway Land
	12
	4

	Army Station HQ
	3
	0

	CAA
	9
	0

	Askari Park
	1
	0

	SITE
	5
	0

	Pakistan Sports Board
	1
	0

	Rangers Land
	1
	0


(The News-13, 28/06/2007)

Serenity to accept things that cannot be changed

Why are the citizens of Karachi perturbed by happenings in the metropolis? There is nothing new under the sun, especially when one has allowed the system to descend into widespread anarchy by one’s apathy and greed.

The 220 plus deaths over the weekend caused by drowning, electrocutions, falling structures, and inability to get to the hospitals are marks of a decaying society and corroded leadership. Open manholes, flooded streets, traffic jams, broken KESC wires and uncontrollable fires are indications of our avarice, hypocrisy and contempt for the law.


Let us examine some facts in one area of civic despair: Billboards in Karachi, and the contribution that various people have made towards the existing chaos.


Fact No.1

Among the agencies who control the moneymaking installation of hoardings and billboards all over the city are: Cantonment Boards (7), CDGK, CAA, Pakistan Railways, Army, Navy, Air Force, SITE, KITE, Pakistan Cricket Board, DHA, KPT, PQA and private societies and individuals. One occasionally sees Public Notices (e.g. Faisal Cantonment Board vs CDGK dated 24-11-2004) with fights over jurisdiction in some lucrative zone, or public notices announcing balloting/auctions of sites at fantastic prices (certain zone sites go for as much as Rs15 million/annum). In June 2004, a riot broke out during a hoarding auction at the Civic Centre and windows were smashed.


Fact No 2 

In April and December 2005, President Pervez Musharraf directed the Governor and the City Nazim to remove disorderly hoardings on Sharah-e-Faisal and other major thoroughfares. This was reported in the press, but little has been achieved in this context. The city mafias are more powerful than the Army chief.


Fact No 3

Around 70 school children and teachers who attended a conference in 2005 addressed an impassioned appeal to the Chief Justice of the Sindh High Court, asking him to protect the lives and quality of lives of the ordinary citizens of Karachi who are imperiled by the plethora of illegal billboards and hoardings all over the city.


The 'Human Rights Education Programme’ and the 'Children’s Museum for Peace and Human Rights’ organized the 'Right On Network Conference 2005’ for their 2,100 members and 707 schools in Karachi. The two-day event was attended by 250 school-children, teachers and other guests.

The discussions revolved around the mushrooming of ugly, dangerous and environmentally-unfriendly advertisement boards along main thoroughfares such as Sharah-e-Faisal, Clifton Road, University Road, and M.A. Jinnah Road, and prominent intersections such as Schon Circle, Jail Chowrangi, and Hasan Square. The children recognised that the problems and human rights violations that these hoarding structures pose include:

• Potential life hazard to passersby and nearby residents during a storm or earthquake when such a billboard could collapse.

• Visual distraction or sight obstruction for drivers.

• Barrier to light and ventilation for residents of adjacent buildings.

• Destruction of the aesthetics of the urban landscape.


A member of the then City Council, Saeed Ghani informed the children that although rules and regulations for billboards had been formulated in 2003 by the city government, as a member of the CDGK implementation and monitoring committee, he found it virtually impossible to ensure compliance. He told the amazed participants that there were approximately 1,700 licensed billboards in CDGK jurisdiction, while the number of unlicensed billboards exceeded 5,000. These illegal billboards were set up by numerous mafias, generally connected with officials in the concerned department of CDGK, and whenever a drive was conducted to dismantle the billboards, the mafia hoodlums came out to protect them armed with kalashnikovs!


Additionally, a number of individuals and advertising associations had instituted suits and petitions (about a dozen in number) in the high court, and were carrying on their nefarious activities under the shield of ad-interim orders that prolonged for months and years. A similar situation existed in the jurisdiction of the cantonment boards of Clifton, Karachi, Faisal and Malir.


The children and their teachers decided to appeal to the Sindh High Court C.J. Syed Saeed Arshad to expedite the resolution of the cases that the mafias were misusing, so that the lives of the ordinary citizens could be safeguarded. The letter, dated 26-2-2005, which had about 70 signatories, is shown in the box (An attempt to seek justice).


Fact No 4

On May 19, 2006 Governor Ishrat-ul-Ebad made the Civic Coordination Committee (CCC) of the CDGK, headed by City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, the sole proprietor of billboard installations in the city. Cantonment boards and DHA, which had been responsible for billboards in their areas, would no longer issue permits for them.


The CCC would authorise the size, quality, distance, beauty and suitability of all billboards in Karachi. Its members would include the KBCA Chief Controller of Buildings, a representative of Station Headquarters, Pakistan Railways Divisional Superintendent, Executive Officers of all Cantonment Boards, the DHA Administrator, the KPT General Manager, and the DCO CDGK would act as its secretary.

Although CDGK dismantled some hoardings in its jurisdiction, it has been reported that Navy and Army-run cantonments are waiting for each other to take the first step (show me yours and then I will show you mine).


Fact No 5

The erection of unauthorised (ugly, hazardous, environment-polluting) billboards, such as the construction of illegal buildings or the establishment of unlawful encroachments is a crime that is carried out in broad daylight, and obviously with the connivance of the very officials who are supposed to prevent them from happening.


Prosecution of offenders and demolition of the offending structures should be quite simple, as concrete proof is available. Yet, the crimes persists and increase with time as the criminals realise that all the institutions charged with implementing the laws can easily be bought off! Ad-interim court orders are collusively misused to protect illegalities. It is also doubtful that even the licensed billboards are scrutinised for safety (structural strength, wind resistance and seismic), or that the deterioration of these characteristics is monitored on a regular basis. Over the past two decades, not one negligent 'billboardwallah’ nor one concerned government official has been punished. The Sindh Home Advisor’s recent ‘dire warnings’ and threats are just hot air. One year from now, the situation will be the same, and none of the guilty will have been punished.


Most of us are familiar with the saying: God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.


It may be time for us in Karachi to recognise our limitations as Pakistanis, acquire wisdom to know differences, and to accept the increasing movement of many problematic civic “things” from the “change” category to the “cannot change” category. As people all over the globe are presently adjusting to the downsides of the seemingly inevitable ‘climate change’, let us adjust to the fact that we live in a lawless society and will have to continue to cope on a daily basis with collapsing billboards, frequent electrocutions, floods caused by two inches of rain, unquenchable fires, traffic bedlam and non-implementation of law.

(By Ronald deSouza, The News-20, 28/06/2007)
Rangers called to clear 4-hour long traffic jam


KARACHI: Roads were blocked for up to 4 hours in a large part of the city Wednesday evening. M.A Jinnah road was blocked from Jama cloth market to the Tower as was II Chundrigar road from Shaheen complex to Unitower. Burns road, Hasan Ali Afundi road, New Chali road, City court roads and others were also blocked. Most people turned off their vehicles in frustration. A long line of stationary vehicles was seen on ICI bridge. Passengers going to City railway station and ambulances were also caught in traffic. Many passengers quit buses and coaches to walk home. 


Also seen caught in the lineup near Unitower was Home Advisor Sindh Wasim Akhtar’s vehicle (SP-1203). Akhtar made a phone call at around 7:00 p.m. and soon after police and Rangers came and cleared up the traffic in the area.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/06/2007)

Govt soft on owners of killer hoardings

KARACHI, June 28: The provincial government seems unprepared to take legal action against the owners of the killer hoardings that caused numerous deaths following last Saturday’s storm.

The number of cases registered to date stands at only two, though media reports suggest that over 100 hoardings were blown off in the storm killing nine people on the spot.

The two cases that have been registered by police occurred in the jurisdiction of the cantonment board.


However, till now not a single case of death caused by falling hoardings has been registered at any police station falling in the limits of the city government, apparently strengthening the city government’s claim that no deaths occurred in its jurisdiction.


However, it seems that they have overlooked the death of one of their sub-engineers, who was reportedly killed by a hoarding in Gulberg Town last Saturday.

The two cases have been registered against Shaheen Advertisers and Times Advertisers at the Defence Police Station by the spouse of a victim, while the second case was registered on behalf of the state against the advertiser.


Thirty-year-old Zebunissa, wife of Habib Shaikh, was killed when she was hit by a hoarding at Kalapul during Saturday’s storm, while Shahid Ali, 20, was killed in the same manner near Gold Mart at Korangi Road.

A third case was registered at the Frere Police Station against a builder by the family of a victim who died of a collapsed wall during the storm.


Clifton Town Police Officer Azad Khan told Dawn that Aziza Mai, 35, wife of Fida, and a boy, Waseem, 10, son of Barkat, died when a wall constructed at the top floor of a building collapsed on them.

In another case that was not reported to the police, an official of Gulberg Town died when a hoarding reportedly belonging to the town administration hit him.


Syed Asif Ali, 35, younger brother of a senior journalist Syed Safdar Ali, a sub-engineer posted at Gulberg Town, was on rain emergency duty returning to work in his vehicle when the incident occurred. He was rushed to the Aga Khan Hospital after much difficulty due to the traffic gridlock, where he was pronounced dead on arrival.

The victim had suffered severe head injuries causing profuse bleeding.


‘Four deaths by hoardings’

However, Adviser to the Chief Minister on Home Affairs Waseem Akhtar, when contacted by Dawn seeking a follow-up of his statement that cases would be lodged against the advertising companies whose hoardings have caused deaths, said that only four persons had died after being hit by the hoardings.

“We obviously cannot register cases against all the advertising companies who have put up hoardings,” the adviser remarked. He said that it is the responsibility of all agencies like the cantonment board, city government and Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to ensure safety standards.

(Dawn-17, 29/06/2007)

Roadway planning


Tariq Husain Aamir’s letter (June 14) has offered the most practical solution to building the elevated roadway along the railway lines, which run almost parallel to Sharea Faisal from Quaidabad to the Jinnah Bridge, thus avoiding all the environmental concerns and heavy disturbance during construction.


Here it appears necessary to examine how in Mumbai, under similar conditions, the problem has been tackled most economically both for commuters and long-distance freight traffic, drastically cutting down the use of cars, consequent environmental pollution and accidents, utilising frequent rail service on four electrified rail tracks, parallel to the roads on two major city corridors, starting from Mumbai VT and Mumbai Central.


Karachi is fortunate in having two rail tracks and space for two more along its main route parallel to Sharea Faisal from the Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad and beyond, along the proposed alignment of the elevated roadway. I would fully endorse Mr Aamir’s suggestion to follow the rail right of way for the elevated road, if at all considered essential to build.


Besides this, as an alternative, to seriously consider adding two rail tracks in the space available, electrifying the same, with other improvements, like better approach roads to stations, provision of park-ride facilities, improved signalling and frequent trains, offering some of the following advantages:


a. Considerably reducing the use of cars, which are causing acute road congestion, environmental pollution, accidents and forcing hazardous travel on roofs of rickety buses by millions of commuters.

b. Improving environment of the city.

c. Avoiding construction activity along the important road.

d. Minimising use of road trucks through the city roads.

e. Heavily curtailing the annual fuel imports, saving billions of dollars every year, as rail consumes a fraction of fuel per ton km as compared to road trucks.


If such actions were taken earlier, perhaps most of the foreign debts could be avoided.

S.M.H RIZVI, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 29/06/2007)

Setting up of CNG station in residential area stayed

KARACHI, June 29: The Sindh High Court on Friday restrained a gas company from installing a CNG pump and station in a residential area. A petitioner submitted through advocate Syed Ishrat Ghazali that the CNG station was being set up on plot number B-169, Block A, Shahrah-i-Noor Jehan, North Nazimabad, in a thickly populated area and constituted both public and private nuisance.


The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) has issued a licence to respondent concern without ascertaining that the plot on which the station was intended to be set up was situated in a residential neighborhood. The stipulation in the licence that a pump could not be installed in a residential locality had been violated both by Ogra and the respondent.

The petitioner, Mumtazul Hasan Rizvi, resident/owner of the bungalow next to the plot, said the respondent first acquired the residential plot without disclosing that it was intended to be used for commercial purposes. The respondent company obtained a no-objection certificate from the Master Plan Group of Offices of the City District Government Karachi, which also acted in contravention of the rules.


Permission for the demolition of the old residential bungalow on plot number B-169 was obtained from the Karachi Building Control Authority by concealing facts. The pump would not only infringe his easements rights but would also endanger the public health, safety and environment.


Advocate Ghazali submitted before a division bench comprising Justices Mohammad Athar Saeed and Mrs Qaiser Iqbal that an illegality could not be legalised by departmental permissions and NOCs or by lapse of time. The bench restrained the respondent company and transferred the petition to the bench initially seized of it.


Petroman employees

The Sindh High Court on Friday asked the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology to pay off the remaining 50 per cent of the dues payable to the defunct Petroman employees from June 2005 to June 2006 by July 3.

Over 200 employees submitted through advocate Moin Azhar Siddiqui that their services were first transferred from Cosmats to Petroman and were subsequently declared surplus when the institute was shut down. They said they had not been paid their salaries for the last one year and a half. Several employees favoured by the authorities had been retained.

The bench ordered that the employees who had already received 50 per cent of their dues should be paid the balance by July 3 while those who have received no amount so far should be given half the amount due till July 18.


Pre-arrest bail

The Sindh High Court granted pre-arrest interim bail to a former chief executive officer of the Faisal Cantonment Board in the sum of Rs5 million till July 13, and issued notice to the National Accountability Bureau for that date.


Ms Najma Saleh submitted through advocate Aamir Raza Naqvi that NAB issued her a questionnaire in connection with an alleged embezzlement in the funds of the Faisal Cantonment Board, which she served as the chief executive from 1989 to 1992. She made a reply and the matter rested there when she received a letter from NAB suggesting a plea bargain. She said she was not heard or issued a notice or given details of the misappropriated amount.

She had no role in the alleged embezzlement but could be arrested by the bureau as she could not enter a plea bargain without having committed any offence.

(By Shujaat Ali Khan, Dawn-17, 30/06/2007)

City Nazim unaware of traffic flow at elevated expressway

City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and project director Karachi Elevated Expressway (KEE), it seems, are not aware how many vehicles would pass through $350 million expressway after it is completed.

“We have made a consultancy but I can’t tell you at the moment how many cars and other vehicles will pass through the expressway. You better contact KEE’s Project Director Rauf Akhter Farooqi. He will tell you,” Syed Mustafa Kamal told The News. But amazingly, Rauf Akhter Siddiqi was also unable to tell anything worthwhile.

“I will inquire about it from the city nazim and inform you,” was the reply of the project director of the massive project.


Experts believe that since the project is being carried forward without any financial feasibility study, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal and the KEE Project Director Rauf Akhter Siddiqui are reluctant to provide estimates of the traffic flow, the extent of earnings through toll tax and the huge deficit that the impoverished people of the megalopolis would have to pay through their nose.


“If we divide $350 million with 20 years and again with 365 days, and charge 20 rupees from a car as toll tax we need to have a car on KEE after every three seconds for payback,” a prominent architect told The News on condition of anonymity. “The payback to the Malaysian firm would be Rs one billion per year or Rs 2.8 million per day and keeping in view the maintenance charges, the cost will double in 20 years,” he said. 

“What they are saying is that instead of minimizing traffic load they will add it to repay the Malaysian company,” he said. 

“As a matter of fact the financial viability of the project does not exist and it is not a bankable project,” he added.


“Furthermore, Malaysian companies do provide a shoulder or an emergency lane on the elevated expressway to face any eventuality in case of an accident but here it does not exist,” he mentioned. 

“Mismanagement is the main problem on our roads, especially during VIP movement and the alternative is managing traffic rather than building utopian projects,” he said.


Other architects and town planners are equally opposed to the myopic project. 

“The EIA does not deal in statistical terms with the impact of the proposed road networks on the traffic patterns along the Sharea Faisal corridor. These proposed road networks consist of three ring roads, signal-free radial roads, the Lyari Expressway and the Northern Bypass. In the absence of a study on the impact of the roads on Sharea Faisal, the analysis of traffic patterns on this corridor are not acceptable,” said the noted architect and town planner while making comments on the flawed EIA of KEE in February this year. 


Roland DeSouza of SHEHRI also showed his concern over the project.

“KEE is not needed for the traffic of Karachi. Instead, we need two things: One, an affordable public transport system; two, traffic discipline and enforcement of laws on the existing roads. The number of cars should be reduced and replaced by a mass transit system,” he said. 


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Sindh government, however, refutes these charges.

“Halcrow (Malaysia) study has considered all these and similar aspects with full traffic load and future projection considering the city as a whole,” it said. 

The KEE will cover a distance of 25 kilometers from Jinnah Bridge to Quaidabad and will pass over Moulvi Tamizuddin Road, Club Road and Sharea Faisal. It is being built by Malaysian firm M/s IJM Corporation Berhard.

(By Shahid Husain, The News-13, 30/06/2007)
Essa Nagri residents turn violent

The residents of an under-privileged locality, Essa Nagri, near the Civic Centre, on Friday resorted to violent protest against prolonged power outages in their area, causing phenomenal traffic jam on various thoroughfares of the metropolis during the evening rush hours.


Due to serious rioting situation near the Civic Centre, massive traffic congestions were observed on the main University Road, MA Jinnah Road, Stadium Road, Habib Ibhrahim Rahemtullah Road, and other arteries leading to Yaseenabad, Liaquatabad, Gulishan-e-Iqbal, Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Federal B Area during the evening peak hours of vehicular movement.


The protestors belonging to Essa Nagri pelted vehicles with stones and also burnt tyres on the localities adjacent to their area against prolonged power outages. The serious rioting situation started around 8:00 p.m. and continued till late in the evening. Several motorists, including those reaching home from offices in the evening rush hours, were stuck for hours.

Till filing of this report, the situation of serious traffic congestion persisted on the main University Road and many adjoining arteries causing miseries to the riders of four-wheelers and two-wheelers.


Meanwhile, many other localities of the metropolis including Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Gulishan-e-Iqbal, Liaquatabad, Federal B Area, North Karachi, Shah Faisal Colony, Orangi, and Korangi, continued braving prolonged power failures on Friday due to various faults in the local power transmission and distribution systems. A source from the power utility said that prolonged power failures hit Gulistan-e-Jauhar blocks 3,4,13, and, 14, while Gulishan-e-Iqbal Block-3 was also hit by power outages.

(The News-13, 30/06/2007)
Apathy surrounds the Hawkes Bay truck stand

The Hawkes Bay Truck Stand being operated by the Karachi Goods Carrier’s Association (KGCA), is in a state of utter chaos after a series of monsoon rains, which began on June 23. The entire truck yard and adjoining roads have been submerged, which along with the mud that has accumulated here pose serious hazards to citizens. 


KGCA President, Mohammad Khalid Khan said that City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, and Adviser to the Sindh Chief Minister on Home Affairs, Waseem Akhtar, along with all the senior officials of the City District Government Karachi (CDGK) visited and inspected the status of the truck yard on June 23.


Furthermore, Khan stated that they had been in constant contact with the rain emergency centre. However, even after a lapse of seven days no action has been taken to drain the water from the yard.

“We have called Rain Emergency ‘134’ several times. They say that our area comes under Kemari Town and we should therefore contact the town offices for relief efforts,” stated KGCA officials. 

They added that they had repeatedly tried the Kemari Town office numbers (2352717 and 2356373) to lodge a complaint with the Town Municipal Officer, Tariq Hussain Ghaloo but failed to establish direct contact.


Kemari Town Officer Infrastructure, Shahid Choudhary, when contacted by this correspondent, revealed that the truck stand’s maintenance comes under the CDGK since it has a tender of 25 million from the stand for all such civic services. He confirmed that they had received a request from the KGCA for draining water but said that its hands were tied as Kemari Town has only one pump available for eight Union Councils. 


Choudhary further said that “the CDGK only takes money and works in areas occupied by its party voters and ignores areas where it has no voters.” 

“We will be glad to help the inhabitants of the truck station but this does not come under our jurisdiction,” he stated. 


Moreover, Khan revealed that the connecting roads are in a very bad state due to the heavy rains and that the passage of trucks of 60 tonnes or above has become very difficult. Furthermore, goods to be transported to the rest of country have been ruined by the rains. 

Due to heavy rainfall, the loading and unloading of goods along with the operation of trucks has been severely hampered. Apprehension regarding the impeding financial losses to be incurred due to the sheer negligence of the concerned authorities has thus gripped inhabitants of the station.

(The News-20, 30/06/2007)
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