Reports sought on water purification plants

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Secretary, Fazlur Rehman, has asked all the DCOs in the province to submit comprehensive reports regarding installation of water purification plants in their respective districts.

He also directed them to submit reports about their (plants) being functional or non-functional. 

He asked the DCOs to extend their cooperation to the respective organizations for selection of site for plants installation. 


In this regard, additional chief secretary local government was directed to personally monitor the scheme and submit a report thereof at the meeting of secretaries scheduled for the next month. 


Meanwhile, the chief secretary appreciated the work of archives department and urged all the secretaries and DCOs to introduce reforms in their respective departments on the pattern of the archives department. 

He asked the provincial agriculture secretary and DCOs to take steps for ensuring availability of fertilizer in all the districts and check its black marketing.

(The News-4, 06/01/2007)

Sindh CS seeks report on water treatment plants

KARACHI: Sindh chief secretary Fazlur Rehman Friday sought comprehensive reports on the installation and construction of the water purification plants in the province from all district coordination officers (DCOs) of Sindh. 

He also directed them to submit details of the plants in their respective districts regarding the plants' functionality and asked them to cooperate with the relevant organisations for the selecting plant installation sites. 


"The additional chief secretary of the local government must personally monitor the water purification plant scheme and present a report in the next secretaries' meeting," he directed. 


He expressed concern over the increasing prices of daily commodities, black marketing, hoarding and the sale of substandard commodities, and directed the provincial secretary agriculture and the DCOs to take action against the black marketers to ensure the availability of fertilisers in all districts of Sindh.

(Daily Times-B1, 06/01/2007)

Nazim opens industrial zone water project
KARACHI, Jan 12: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Friday performed the groundbreaking of Water Supply and Waste Water Collection and Disposal System project for Federal B` Industrial Area.

The project with an estimated cost of Rs260 million was second in the series of projects for the four industrial zones of the metropolis. On Wednesday, the nazim had performed the groundbreaking of Rs247.32 million water and sewerage project in North Karachi Industrial Area. Both projects would be completed within seven months.


For laying an effective sewerage system in industrial zones of the city, the city government was laying Glassfiber Reinforced Plastic pipes, which were imported from a Dubai-based company keeping in view their durability, as they can meet the sewerage needs of any industrial area for 50 to 100 years.


Speaking at the ceremony, the nazim said the city government was spending nearly Rs4.5 billion on water and sewerage system of the four industrial zones of the metropolis. “This work will give me no political mileage, as there is no election campaign going on at present and the industrial areas will remain closed during the polling day. But we are spending huge funds for developing the infrastructure of the industrial areas,” he added.He regretted that the previous governments did not take concrete measures for the water and sewerage system, which was the basic need of any industrial area.


Mr Kamal made it clear that his government was giving utmost priority to facilitate industrialists and investors and for this purpose it was carrying out development projects in the four industrial zones. “The growth of industries means creation of more jobs, which will contribute in the alleviation of poverty,” he added.

He maintained that Karachi contributed 68 per cent of revenue in the national exchequer and here people from all parts of the country were working.

(Dawn-19, 13/01/2007)

Sindh, NWFP oppose land plan for Kalabagh, Akhori dams
ISLAMABAD, Jan 14: Sindh and the NWFP have opposed the finalisation of land acquisition and resettlement plans for Kalabagh and Akhori dams till people are convinced by Wapda of their benefits on the basis of facts and figures.


On two other dams -- Diamer-Bhasha and Munda -- the centre and the provinces have finalised with consensus the land acquisition and resettlement plans, a senior government official told Dawn on Sunday.He said the government had convened a meeting of the inter-provincial committee on dams on January 20 to discuss written views submitted by the provinces about an action plan for the construction of five big dams. The committee will also discuss the land acquisition and settlement plans of the dams.


The committee will also examine as to when Wapda will submit its response and action plan on the basis of provincial comments on various aspects of the construction of various dams. The official said that like Sindh the NWFP had also opposed the construction of Kalabagh and Akhori dams.


A Sindh government official said the province had informed the centre that under a decision of the federal government, Wapda was required to convince the people to be affected or displaced by the proposed construction of dams through facts and figures under a well-planned information campaign before the resettlement and land acquisition plans were prepared. "That campaign is yet to start," said the official, adding that Sindh would insist for the implementation of the cabinet decision first.

Sindh has already informed the committee about its objections to the construction of Kalabagh and Akhori dams on the grounds that surplus water would be available only for 11 years out of 27 years and that too would be enough for meeting the existing provincial shares under the water accord, and not for new dams.


The committee was constituted by the CDWP in October to finalise an action plan for the construction of three big dams -- Kalabagh, Akhori and Diamer-Bhasha -- by the year 2016. Sindh is also opposed to water withdrawals through Chashma-Jhelum and Taunsa-Punjnad link canals in times of shortages, which should be used in flood season.


A special taskforce on dams led by adviser to the prime minister on finance Dr Salman Shah is simultaneously preparing a $17 billion 15-year business plan for the construction of Kalabagh, Akhori and Diamer-Bhasha dams and is discussing it with four major lenders, including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Saudi Fund for Development and Islamic Development Bank.


Special cells are being created in three federal divisions -- finance, economic affairs and water and power -- for interaction with the foreign lenders. Special purpose vehicles (SPVs) will be created to finance and construct the Diamer-Bhasha dam on the lines of international practice investment and tax purposes.


Some of the lenders have, however, informed the government that a broad-based resettlement policy, risk mitigation measures and a long-term business plan along with a repayment mechanism are required to meet their standards, policy concerns and board approvals.


The cell at the water and power ministry was directed to prepare a national resettlement policy, land acquisition and resettlement mechanism specifically for the three dams, environmental aspects, tender documents, bidding process and prequalification criteria, besides financial needs on an annual basis. It would be assisted by Wapda, Nespak, Chief Engineering Organisation, Indus River System Authority, etc.


The cell at the finance and economic affairs ministry will prepare, with input from the water and power ministry, the overall financing requirement for each project on an annual basis, examine terms and conditions of the foreign financing and put in place the repayment schedule and hold talks with creditors.


According to the water and power ministry, the total cost of three dams was expected to be about Rs1.027 trillion ($17.1 billion), including a foreign exchange component of Rs433 billion ($7.22 billion). Costs of Diamer-Bhasha, Kalabagh and Akhori dams were estimated at $6.51 billion, $6.2 billion and $4.44 billion, respectively.

The government plans to seek foreign financing of $2.964 billion for the Diamer-Bhasha dam, $2.84 billion for Kalabagh and $1.42 billion for the Akhori dam. These three dams are part of the five big dams’ project President Pervez Musharraf announced in January. The other two dams -- Munda and Kurram Tangi -- are in the process of being given to the private sector for construction. The construction of none of the five projects has taken off as yet.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 15/01/2007)

KWSB and water management

KARACHIITES are suffering the vagaries of development and it is nearly impossible to plan a visit within a time limitation to many parts of the city, specially industrial areas like SITE, Korangi and Landhi. Main roads are closed without prior announcements, causing havoc.
These disruptions are most unfortunate as a little planning and care would go a long way in helping the hapless citizens. And with the chaos of road development, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board is adding further to the miseries.

The KWSB is causing enormous problems and quite unnecessarily.


An example would show their behaviour: A lane in KDA Scheme No. 1, block D, was dug up without any planning three months back for a new sewerage line. All the existing water and sewerage services were ‘pulled out’ and new sewerage pipe was laid, but without reconnecting any of the services.


Each house was asked to get the services reconnected at their own cost. This was a very expensive affair.

Of course, it is not possible to get the road repaired on an individual basis, so we have a dug up road with no one to take responsibility.


Unfortunately, the unoccupied houses have not been reconnected even now and the result is that main water pipe connections to such houses have been left damaged.


Main water supply is leaking heavily through such damaged piping (you can hear the sound of underground water leakage if you pass by) and the houses around this area get no water supply and have to buy very expensive tanker water.


Nowhere in the world would you see such an arrogant behaviour. First they damage your services connections and then no action is taken to repair such damage even after three months.

Wastage of city water supply should be considered a crime but then who will bell the cat?

AAZA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 19/01/2007)
Diamer-Bhasha dam

Sale, purchase of land on site banned

ISLAMABAD: In a major development, the government has enforced section 4 on the site of the Diamer-Bhasha dam to initiate the process of acquiring the land required for the construction of the reservoir, a senior government official told The News.


The $7 billion Diamer-Bhahsa dam will have a storage capacity of 6.34 MAF as against the earlier proposed 7.34 MAF. “However, it will have a power generation capacity of 4,500 megawatts.

The enforcement of section 4 is mandatory prior to the acquisition of the land for the dam. The government under section 4 has banned the sale and purchase of the land needed for the reservoir. The sale and purchase of land to be used for the dam has been implemented both in the Northern Areas and the NWFP, which fall in the dam area.


The official said the revenue department of the Northern Areas and the NWFP have been given certain directions to this effect. He said after the ban on purchase and sale of land through the imposition of section 4, the price of land would be worked out under a certain formula and the government would pay the price to the land owner accordingly.


The official said that in the CDWP meeting that is going to be held tomorrow (January 27), the committee headed by Secretary Water And Power Ashfaq Mehmood, which was constituted to make detailed implementation plan of five big dams announced by President General Pervez Musharraf in his speech to the nation on January 17, 2006, would unveil the plan for approval. In the plan, the committee would inform that the construction process of Diamer-Bhasha dam has begun by enforcement of section 4.


The official said a huge amount of Rs27.824 billion is required for the acquisition of land and resettlement of the people to be affected in the wake of the construction of the dam. Under the proposed project, Rs10.76 billion will be spent for the acquisition of agriculture/barren land, tree and nurseries and Rs1.638 billion to be utilised for properties & infrastructure, Rs8.8 billion for establishment of nine model villages, Rs62.119 million for pay & allowances for administrative arrangements, and Rs17.7 million for contingent administrative expenses. 


The project also includes an escalation cost of Rs2.234 billion at the rate of 6 per cent per year for five years and interest of Rs4.309 billion during the implementation at the rate of 9 per cent.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 26/01/2007)

FEBRUARY

Rational use of water

THE Indus River System Authority is justified in complaining that Punjab and Sindh should not have requested water allocations that vastly exceeded actual consumption in the last 10 days of the current Rabi season. According to Irsa, some 200,000 cusecs were not utilised because of the inflated “indents” submitted by the two provinces as well as unforeseen discharges by Wapda for power-generation purposes. It is now feared that this failure to adhere to the approved water discharge plan may lead to shortages in the Kharif season which was expected to benefit from a carry-over stock of nearly a million acre feet of water. While this irresponsible behaviour by the two provinces and the power utility is uncalled for, it is debatable whether additional water flowing into the sea can be called a ‘waste’.


The plight of the lower riparian is consistently lost on those in the land of plenty. A significant reduction in flows downstream of Kotri has, over the last two decades or so, resulted in the loss of over two million acres of arable land to sea intrusion. Hundreds of villages in Sindh are being wiped out as the sea water moves inland, forcing a mass migration to towns and cities. People who were once farmers have been reduced to lives of penury weaving nets or cleaning fish and shrimp in Karachi’s Ibrahim Hyderi. It may not be possible to fully reclaim the ground that has been lost through callous neglect but progress can be made by increasing, not checking, the amount of water that flows into the sea. This need not exacerbate the growing water crisis. The answer lies in an integrated management policy that focuses on the harnessing and storage of floodwater as well as rational use of a precious resource. Measures that require urgent attention include the lining of canals and other watercourses, land-levelling to reduce run-off velocity and improve moisture retention, and the adoption of modern farming techniques that provide a higher yield per unit of water. The draft National Water Policy must be approved and implemented forthwith through a consensus between the provinces. Water is being wasted in the canals without lining and in the fields, not in the sea.

(Dawn-7, 01/02/2007)
Donors to fund Bhasha dam
ISLAMABAD, Feb 2: The World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have agreed to finance the construction of $6.5 billion Diamer-Bhasha dam and increase overall funding to Pakistan to about $4 billion.


Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz told Dawn on Friday that he had meetings with presidents of the two institutions during his recent visit to Davos and both agreed to fund the mega dam.

He said the ADB had agreed to enhance its annual funding to Pakistan to about $2 billion and the World Bank would also be catching up.


The ADB’s annual financing to Pakistan currently stands at $1.45 billion as part of three-year country assistance strategy while the World Bank provides about $1.25 billion per annum. As such, the total annual funding from the two institutions currently stands at about $2.7 billion.

The government has estimated a total foreign exchange requirement of $17 billion for big dams. This includes $2.964 billion for Bhasha dam alone.


The prime minister said the overall needs would be spread over many years.


The government had decided to develop big hydel projects in the public sector if the private sector investment was not available because of long gestation period, he said after presiding over the first meeting of the cabinet committee on energy (CCE) earlier in the day.He said Bunji power project alone had the capacity to produce 5000MW electricity.

He said he had also issued instructions for restoration of the 1995 hydel power policy to encourage investment in this sector. He, however, said the construction of small hydel projects would not solve the energy problem on long-term basis and hence big projects would have to be taken in hand.


Mr Aziz said he had expanded the composition of the CCE. The chairmen of the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) and Oil and Gas Regulatory Auhtority (Ogra) and heads of Sui Southern and Sui Northern gas companies had now been added to the committee, he added.


He said he had directed the relevant ministries and the utilities to refine and update demand assessment technologies and prepare accordingly for supply arrangements. He said it was not prudent to add power generation plants much earlier than actual demand and keep on paying for just 12 or 15 per cent capacity utilisation while delayed capacity addition could choke economic growth. Therefore, he said, the relevant ministries should prepare a comprehensive policy keeping a balance between actual requirement and timely capacity availability.

He said he was excited by the plans presented to him about the upcoming projects to overcome power shortage in the longer run while temporary arrangements were being made through rented power plants to meet immediate needs.


The prime minister said the two rented power projects of 150MW capacity each had already been imported. Similarly, he said, the number of time-of-day meters for agriculture tubewells was being increased substantially so that the tubewells could meet their requirements in the night hours.

An official statement quoted Mr Aziz as saying that the government was making all-out efforts to bridge the gap between demand and supply that had emerged as a result of robust economic growth.


The prime minister said the CCE would make focused efforts for energy management and take policy initiatives to meet the demand and encourage investments. It would take holistic approach to energy sector planning to ensure adequate and secure supply of energy, he added.


Wapda presented an update on its hydropower development programme envisaging power generation capacity addition of 10,000MW by 2015. Wapda is also undertaking feasibility studies of hydropower projects, including Dasu, Bunji and Kohala, with a potential of 11,000MW.


The Private Power and Infrastructure Board (PPIB) briefed the CCE regarding the status of thermal and hydel projects in the private sector and said it was expecting thermal power generation capacity addition of 2,000MW by 2008, and a total of 4,500MW by 2009.


The PPIB also expects hydel capacity addition of 4,900MW by 2015. It will be awarding a feasibility study for a 1,000MW power plant based on imported coal shortly.

This would be in addition to ongoing feasibility studies for 550MW of generation capacity based on domestic coal.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 03/02/2007)

Drinking water assessment project in doldrums
KARACHI, Feb 3: A drinking water quality assessment project pertaining to three cities of Sindh including Karachi, is still incomplete despite the passage of more than a year.

Sources in the provincial environment department attributed the quality survey’s non-completion due to the towns and districts administrations concerned.

We have completed field works and laboratory analysis of over 1,000 samples of piped water drawn from different parts of Karachi, Hyderabad and Kotri, but are unable to conclude the inspection proceedings as the final reports and recommendations remain incomplete, said a Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa), official.


The provincial government allocated one million rupees in its annual budget for assessment of drinking water quality in Karachi, Hyderabad and Kotri in June 2005. The Sepa started collection of water samples according to projects details on priority basis through its staff, claimed the official.


The piped water supplied to the metropolis has always been seen as a threat to personal and environmental hygiene by scientists who demand proper water purification prior to its distribution. Experts have observed from time to time that the microbial load in drinking water supplied in Karachi was significantly high, which also consisted of bacteria found in sewage and as such it becomes the responsibility of the water managers and the other concerned agencies to seriously look into the matter ass contaminated water causes not only intestinal tract infections but also affects the eyes and skin of human beings.


In all 500 samples were collected from all 18 towns of Karachi, 300 samples from Hyderabad and 200 from Kotri by December 2005. The purpose of the SEPA survey was to enable the authorities to come up with long-term viable measures ensuring safe drinking water, particularly in the suburbs. The official said laboratory work on the collected samples were initiated only after receipt of funds from the government, which were released behind schedule.


Physical, chemical and microbiological tests were conducted according to WHO parameters. At one filter plant in Karachi, the water was found fit for human consumption at the delivery point, but its quality degraded considerably when the supply was tested at the user end. In every town or district, the drinking water was found contaminated due to mixing of sewerage and seepage of different effluents including heavy metals, at some points or levels.


After completing the analysis, Sepa sent the relevant findings to the concerned authorities, including city and district nazims, the managing directors of Wasa, HDA, KWSB and different conservation organisations and for their comments. Incidentally, almost all of these concerned offices, despite several reminders, have failed to submit their comments, the official said.

When the Sepa’s senior scientific officer, S M Yahya was contacted he said work pertaining to the project was almost complete and the assessment report would be placed before experts and the concerned authorities at a seminar to be held on March 22 on the occasion of World Water Day. The water quality assessment project has cost the government R 4 million, he said.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 04/02/2007)

Donors set strict terms for funding dams

ISLAMABAD: The International Financial Institutions (IFIs), including the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, have refused to provide $17 billion for the five big dams — Diamer-Bhasha, Kalabagh, Akhori, Munda and Kurum Tangi — on the basis of concept clearance papers, an official at the Economic Affairs Division (EAD) told The News.


The donors, however, placed certain conditions for qualifying the credit lines that include feasibility studies, detailed engineering designs, consensus and identification of the exact sites. “The donors said they are unable to give loans without analysing the feasibility studies and economic viability of the dams,” the official said.


After approving the concept clearance papers, the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) had permitted the EAD to line up and negotiate the loans with the donors for the dams, including Diamer-Bhasha, Kalabagh, Akhori, Munda and Kurum Tangi.


The Ministry of Water and Power headed by Federal Minister Liaquat Ali Jatoi has so far failed to make reasonable progress regarding completion of feasibility and detailed engineering report of the Diamer-Bhasha, Akhori, Munda and Kurum Tangi dams and even unable to finalise the sites of dams.

“We only have the feasibility and detailed engineering design of Kalabagh dam, but failed to develop consensus on it,” the official said. The sources at the Ministry of Water and Power claimed that exact axis or location for the bed of Diamer-Bhasha dam has not been finalised so far that is why the process of acquisition of land has not begun. “The government has so far imposed section 4 for banning the sale and purchase of land required for the said dam.”


The official said that the Ministry of Water and Power is not so proactive rather it failed to provide even a consensus report on the implementation plan of the said five dams, which will be taken up in the next meeting of Ecnec.
He said all the provinces have agreed that the big dams are imperative for the country, but they have still longstanding differences, which the committee headed by Secretary Water and Power Ashfaq Mehmood has not been able to narrow down.


“In the report on implementation plan for the dams, on the issue of Kalabagh dam, Sindh has argued that President Pervez Musharraf in its address to nation on January 17 said the Kalabagh dam would be initiated after developing a consensus among the federating units. So the initiation of work on the implementation plan is not acceptable unless a consensus gets developed by addressing the reservations submitted by Sindh. Sindh refused to accept the initiation of work on the implementation of Kalabagh dam arguing that the government cannot kick-start any work on the plan as a consensus on the Kalabagh dam is mandatory before starting work on making an implementation plan even.”


Wapda and the NWFP have also developed differences on the issue of the height of Kurum Tangi dam, as the NWFP has demanded that its height be increased by 10 feet further from the proposed height of 420 metres fearing the adjacent localities would be badly affected in case of any untoward incident or a flood-like situation.


He said NWFP Chief Minister Akram Durrani is opposing the Kurum Tangi dam with a height of 420 metres, as his area will be inundated in case of a flood-like situation. He said Wapda is not in favour of increasing the height of the dam saying it would make the dam uneconomical as its IRR (internal rate of return) would get zero. The NWFP and Sindh also opposed the Akhori dam implementation plan unless its feasibility study is complete.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 06/02/2007)

Centre agrees to fund mega KWSB project
KARACHI, Feb 6: The federal government has agreed to provide funds to replace the 50-year old sewerage system in the metropolis under a mega S-III project of the Karachi Water and Sanitation Board (KWSB).

“A PC-1 for the project was sent to the federal government about two months ago, which is likely to be approved by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal had already briefed him” said a KWSB official.


This was a Rs6 billion project covering almost 4,000 miles of lines in the metropolis, he added.


The existing sewerage system was established under the S-I project in 1883. This was later replaced in some areas under the S-II project in 1960, which completed its life over 25 years ago and can collapse any time.

“Keeping in view the WTO conditions regarding pollution-free environment in a city of Karachi’s size, the government is bound to replace all outdated sewerage systems” the official said.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 07/02/2007)

PC-I of Ghazi Barotha water supply scheme rejected
RAWALPINDI, Feb 7: The Planning Commission Wednesday rejected the PC-I of Ghazi Barotha Water Supply Scheme on the ground that the Capital Development Authority (CDA) had overestimated the cost and provided flawed data on the project.


The authority gave a presentation to the commission on the PC-I of the project and sought its approval but the latter did not agree with the data and the figures estimated by the former.

The project aims to draw water from the Indus River to meet the water needs of the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad.


Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi, chairman Indus River System Authority (Irsa), Chairman CDA Kamran Lashari and officials from the civic agencies of Rawalpindi were also present on the occasion.


Sources privy to the meeting told this reporter that Member Infrastructure and Energy Planning Commission Dr Asad Ali Shah asked CDA to review all the segments of the project, as the cost and per capita water consumption mentioned in the PC-I was overestimated.

The sources said that the CDA had estimated the daily consumption of water in Islamabad to 55 gallons per capita which was equal to that in Singapore and asked the CDA to reduce the figure.


The CDA had estimated the daily requirement of water for the capital to 1,500 cusecs in the PC-I which was much higher than required by Rawalpindi, an equal stakeholder in the project.

The sources said the Planning Commission rejected the huge demand of water for Islamabad and asked the CDA to rationalize it. They said the commission also asked the CDA to reduce the capital cost of the project from the estimated Rs47 billion terming it a ‘lavish expenditure’.


Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Jatoi said that the project would be a joint venture of Rawalpindi and Islamabad and they would share water from the river on a 50:50 basis.

(Dawn-2, 08/02/2007)

Dams’ height to be raised: Unanimous decision at high-level meeting
ISLAMABAD, Feb 7: The government on Wednesday decided to increase heights of Munda and Kurram Tangi dams by about eight feet and 30 feet, respectively, to meet demands of local people and bring maximum land under cultivation.


The decision was taken at a meeting held here under Minister for Water and Power Liaqat Ali Jatoi. Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination Salim Saifullah, Lakki Marwat District Nazim Hamyun Saifullah, water and power secretary, additional chief secretary and secretary for irrigation and power, NWFP, and officials of Wapda and the Frontier Works Organisation attended the meeting.

“The issue of height of the two mega projects, i.e. Kurram Tangi dam and Munda dam, has been resolved,” an official statement said. The decision was taken unanimously by all stakeholders, it added.


Wapda was directed to redesign the structure of the Kurram Tangi dam within four months in accordance with the increased capacity of water storages of 1.2 million acre feet.


Sources said the height of the Munda dam had originally been estimated at 703 feet under a feasibility study conducted by the Japan International Cooperation Agency. However, Wapda authorities and private sector sponsors of the project had reduced its height to 695 feet, which was sufficient to meet electricity generation requirements.


The meeting on Wednesday, however, decided on demands of local people to fix Munda dam’s height at 703 feet. Similarly, it decided to enhance the height of the Kurram Tangi dam from 295 feet to 325-340 feet which would provide a storage of about 1.2 million acre feet of water, instead of 0.91 MAF originally envisaged by Wapda. This additional storage capacity would bring about 0.362 million acres of land under cultivation and push up the cost of the project by about Rs500 million to Rs17.5 billion, the sources said.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 08/02/2007)

Sewage-mixed water

BLACKISH in colour, with gutter smell, is the condition of water being supplied to the Bath Island – Gulshan-i-Faisal portion — Karachi. Here are three instances:


One, a resident brought me such water in a glass one early morning and advised me not to drink it.

Two, as the water had overflowed last night, upon moving out in the compound at first I got the impression from the stench that the gutter had overflowed.

Three, finding the water in the commode dirty, it was flushed several times under the wrong impression that someone had left it unflushed after use but the result was the same.


It has been seen that the city nazim, Mr Mustafa Kamal, has nothing to do with specific problems of the citizens as he seems to have no time because of working as a publicity officer and Mrs Nasreen Jalil can do nothing being the deputy.

Whenever the city nazim speaks on TV, I take a ball-pen and paper in hand ready to jot down anything of substance which might be stated by him but to date my notebook for the purpose is blank.

It is obvious that some gutter line is getting mixed with the water supply line of the KWSB.

Will someone concerned please stand up? That is, take notice kindly for rectification which will be appreciated.

AGHA, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 11/02/2007)
KWSB body formed to improve service delivery
KARACHI, Feb 11: To improve the service delivery of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the city government has constituted an 11-member reforms committee with City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal in the chair, Dawn learnt reliably.


According to a notification issued by the District Coordination Officer, the committee was formed to counter the persistent lack of governance and improve the service delivery of the water utility.

Other members of the committee include the DCO, KWSB additional vice chairman, EDO Finance, KWSB managing director, DMD (planning) and Chief Engineer (implementation and planning design).

To make this body more representative, balanced and acceptable, two out of 18 town nazims would be included in it of whom one would be from other than the ruling party. Besides, a civil engineer would be a member from the civil society while another member would be taken from the industrial areas.


The terms of reference include revision of the proposals of ‘homegrown’ structural, regulatory and institutional reforms and the proposals of other agencies related to institutional reforms in the KWSB. Besides, it will approve the reforms for implementation on experimental basis and make changes where necessary. After approval, the committee will send these recommendations to the provincial steering committee for the final approval.

Moreover, the committee will arrange and approve the fiscal support for the reforms and review and decide upon the tariff rationalisation or revision to improve the imbalance between expenditure and recoveries.

The committee will also review and approve the proposals related to improvement in revenue and financial management and the key issues hampering the departmental efficiency and decide upon corrective measures.

The formation of the reforms committee is an effort by the civic authorities to correct and improve the functionality of the water utility.


The key issues, which the KWSB management has found responsible for its disorganization include ineffective and non-coherent rules and regulations within the organization and lack of adequate regulations (water bylaws), monitoring and enforcement of rules.


Besides, lack of strategy and ability to transfer knowledge of the aging workforce, lack of assets management and maintenance policy, lack of performance, skill management strategy.


Other issues confronting the water utility include its inability in rationalization of tariff structure, lack of revenue enhancement and collection strategy and poor financial management, tedious financial rules and lack of checks and rationalization of technical manpower and engineers to staff ratio.

(Dawn-13, 12/02/2007)

Cost of building water reservoirs
THE Planning Commission of Pakistan claims to have brokered a consensus report prepared by a high-level committee constituted under the secretary, ministry of water & power on major water reservoirs, including Kalabagh dam. In the joint post CDWP press briefing on Jan 27 the spokesmen for the commission, in reply to a question, admitted that some minor irritants were raised by some provinces which they hoped would be resolved in due course of time.


Without knowing the contents of such an enigmatic report presented to the Central Development Party (CDWP), when senior level officers of other ministries and provinces present in the said meeting, were reportedly shown the door out, some section of the press carried common perceptions of the lower riparian Sindh and NWFP provinces. The Technical Committee on water resources appointed by President Musharraf under its Chairman A.N.G. Abbasi submitted its report in August 2005.


No matter, how the policy makers circumvent the truth unfolded under both reports, the president, as well his associates could not shy away with the single most factor e.g. availability of water in the Indus system. In this regard for those who may not have read the Technical Committee Report as yet, must bear in mind that not to speak of water for any new dam; we are still short by 14 million acre feet (MAF) for the existing uses under the prevalent Water Accord of 1991. The water calculations made in the report are based on the data provided not only by the members of the Technical Committee, but also the Wapda – the linchpin in bringing series of miseries to the lower riparian Sindh.


The truth about much trumpeted 35 MAF water going into sea as waste is that the data of Indus River flow shows that out of 27 years, the down stream Kotri escapages were recorded for only 11 years. The Indus River System Authority (IRSA) during last summer floods (2006) had categorically held that “20 MAF flows downstream Kotri during the season should not be treated as waste”. Independent experts suggest that environmentally and otherwise these were essential on two counts. First, Water Accord of 1991 provides 10 MAF water flows down Kotri Barrage, but unfortunately 150 km long river course down Kotri, covering four districts of Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Badin and Thatta did not receive a single drop for the 2/3rd period affecting the agriculture, fisheries even drinking water needs etc, of that vast area. Second, the long awaited technical study by international expert mandated under Water Accord 1991 has established the requirements of 6.8 MAF flows down stream Kotri with flows of four MAF all the time.


Unfortunately, the president himself has now started talking about the “majority wanting Kalabagh” ignoring half a dozen resolutions passed by the provincial assemblies against the construction of that dam. For the people of Sindh and its succeeding generations, the Kalabagh dam is the question of life and death, because the Sindhis foresee hunger, abject poverty ahead due to lesser water flows.

The other irritants every one living in Sindh shares equally are the importance of filling criteria of dams keeping in view the cropping pattern of the provinces beside operation and regulation of such costly ventures so as to avoid the prevalent manipulation of flood as well as regular flows in the system.


The CDWP announcement also mentions about the Task Force under Syed Salman Shah, advisor to the Prime Minister on Finance, to explore financing as well funding requirements of the large dams estimated to cost $17 billion or Rs1 trillion at the conversion rate of Rs61 per dollar.


The assigned hunt for money could be seen in the context of current Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP 2006-07) level, which has an outlay of Rs275 billion and with the total cost of water sector projects, being Rs356.486 billion and the current years allocation level of Rs 47.749 billion, the water projects in hand are going to be completed in five years i.e. by 2012-13, provided there are no cost over runs, the phenomenon very common to WAPDA projects and that no new projects are undertaken, which seems to be just out of question.


Take the Kalabagh dam alone, it is now estimated to cost Rs373.564 billion or $6.124 billion, including foreign exchange component equivalent to Rs171.593 billion or $2.813 billion. Where as, according to project planning report of KB dam consultants prepared in 1987, the cost was estimated at Rs466.894 billion or $7.654 billion understandably some components might have been changed by now. Moreover, if we account for dollar-rupee parity (1 USD to 61 PKR) and the cost of escalations since 1987 estimations, the Kalabagh dam alone is going to cost the nation in the vicinity of over a Rs1 trillion, i.e. $17.073 billion.


John Briscoe, Senior Advisor World Bank, while presenting WB’s 2005 Water Strategy for Pakistan Dams, estimated the cost at $15 billion or Rs915 billion. Put together, for the president’s Water Vision Rs3-4 trillion are to be lined up if the construction of all five dams is to be completed by 2016. This all seems to be too ambitious when PSDP is targeted to the level of Rs2.5 trillion by year 2010 under MTDF. It will, however, be a billion dollar question how much of it will be devoured by the executing agencies in a country recently ranked upwards at 144 corrupt by the Transparency International.


The International River’s Network, an independent organisation, has suggested some viable alternatives. It says that brick-and-mortar investments in the centrally managed dams were not the only way to address Pakistan’s water related needs, but, the conservation and plugging the leaks in the system, including, end to bureaucratic manipulations and corruption. To substantiate further World Bank evaluation found in 1996 suggests that water conservation measures save more water than largest new dams in Pakistan’s investment programme could have stored, and at 1/5th of the cost. Similarly, Asian Development Bank estimates that and additional 4.7 MAF water could be provided either by conservation measures at a cost of $1.7 billion or by new dam with a price tag of $4.5 billion.


In the end, one could only expect that the president should push ahead his on-going water conservation plan by accelerating the lining of water courses, channels and distributaries in the country, costing over Rs100 billion, which can always be increased, rather than creating rubbles in the already charged atmosphere with the fresh elections in sight, as the nation could hardly afford any social tensions and conflict.

(By Rasheed Channa, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-III, 12/02/2007)

WB cuts Baglihar dam down to size

ISLAMABAD: In a landmark decision, the neutral expert appointed by the World Bank has declared that the Indian design of the Baglihar hydropower project is in clear violation of the Indus Waters Treaty, 1960.

Professor Raymond Lafitte, the neutral expert appointed to address a “difference” between the governments of India and Pakistan concerning the construction of Baglihar dam on the Chenab river in India, released his much-awaited decision to the representatives of the two governments on Monday in Bern, Switzerland.


At a crowded press briefing here on Monday evening, Federal Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi said Lafitte has subscribed to Pakistan’s three points of difference out of four in its final determination on the design of the Baglihar hydropower project.

“With the Pakistan’s decision to move the neutral expert, the Indian cabinet had ordered to introduce changes in another controversial project of Kishanganga, which is the success of Islamabad.”


When asked if India did not abide by the decision, what would be the course of action, the minister said India must obey the decision as per the treaty by arguing that India fully participated in all the proceedings of the neutral expert therefore now New Delhi should implement it under moral and legal obligations.

“As per the provisions of the treaty, the decision of Professor Lafitte on all matters within his competence is final and binding. So India is morally and legally left with no option, but to abide by the verdict.”


The minister said Pakistan raised four concerns on the design of Baglihar project and sought modification on Freeboard, level of power intakes, pondage and spillway. He said that only on the design of spillway, Prof Lafitte did not buy Pakistan’s point of view. He said the neutral expert should have gone strictly by the Indus Waters Treaty on the spillway design. “Pakistan, therefore, reserves the right to pursue the matter further in accordance with provisions of the treaty,” Jatoi asserted.


He said: “Pakistan’s view was that the location of gates of the spillway, 27 metres below the Dead storage level, was unnecessary. Either an un-gated spillway or a surface gated spillway could be provided with the bottom of gates at the highest level. The Dead storage level means, the level below which the water cannot be drawn down or depleted except in unforeseen emergencies.”

He said: “The neutral expert found that India’s calculation on Freeboard were inaccurate; it was determined by him (Prof Lafitte) that crest level should be set at lowest level by India. The expert directed India to reduce the Freeboard by 33 per cent from 4.5 metres to 3 metres.”


The minister said the neutral expert determined that the location of intake stipulated by India was not at the highest level as required in accordance with the treaty. He has, therefore, decided that instead of locating the intakes at the elevation of 818 metres, it should be located at the elevation of 821. In other words, power intake should be raised by 3 metres.


On the issue of pondage, the minister highlighted the decision saying: “The expert has determined that the calculation methodology used by India was not in conformity with the treaty. He (Prof Lafitte) has accordingly directed that India should reduce the pondage by 33 per cent.”

About the spillway design, Jatoi said: “In respect to location of spillway gates, he has held that these are in conformity with international practice and state-of-art. However, he has observed that Indian’s design and analysis is incorrect. In his decision he has concluded that India is neither correct in its analysis nor its calculations. The results of the model tests are also not “representative of reality” and are “illusory”.


The minister said Pakistan’s view is that Lafitte should have gone strictly by the Indus Waters Treaty on the design of spillway as any other practices are not relevant. The minister asserted that Pakistan, therefore, reserves the right to pursue the matter further in accordance with provisions of the treaty.


“Pakistan had also challenged India’s estimate of maximum flood discharge at the site. In his decision, the neutral expert has decided to retail India’s value of design flood in view if the uncertainties of flood analysis.”

He said that since 1992, there had been several meetings between the Indus Waters Commissioners of Pakistan and India, which remained inconclusive. Subsequently, at the request of the Indian government, two meetings were held at the secretaries’ level of the two countries.


‘Indian stand vindicated’

NEW DELHI: A World Bank-appointed expert on Monday delivered his report on the building of Baglihar dam in divided Kashmir to the governments of India and Pakistan. India said the report — which was not made public — largely backed its stand. “India’s point of view has been completely upheld,” Indian Water Resources Minister Saifuddin Soz said. “The overall design of the dam remains intact.”

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 13/02/2007)

WB asks India to lower height of Baglihar Dam


ISLAMABAD: A World Bank expert has determined that the design of Baglihar Dam violates the Indus Waters Treaty and directed India to lower the height of the proposed reservoir on the Chenab in Indian-held Kashmir, Water and Power Minister Liaqat Jatoi said on Monday.


The World Bank verdict “clearly says the design of the project is in violation of the treaty” and is “a victory for Pakistan,” Jatoi told a press conference. He said Pakistan had raised four objections to the dam design and the neutral expert, Prof Raymond Lafitte from Switzerland, had accepted three. First, India had been directed to reduce the free board from 4.5 to 3 metres, Jatoi said. This would reduce the height of the dam from 144.5 metres to 143 metres.


Lafitte had also ruled that power intakes on the dam should be raised by three metres and that the size of the reservoir should be reduced from 37.722 million cubic metres (MCM) to 32.56 MCM, Jatoi said. 
The neutral expert held that the dam’s spillway gates were in conformity with international practices, but observed that India’s design and analysis was incorrect, the minister said. 


Iftikhar Gilani adds from New Delhi: Meanwhile, India too claimed victory, saying the expert recommended no major change in the design of the dam. 


Union Minister for Water Resources Prof Saifuddin Soz said there would be no loss of power generation from the reduction in the dam’s height. He said India had offered to make this change before Pakistan had approached the World Bank. He said Pakistan’s biggest objection, the installation of the sluice spillway gates, had been rejected.

(By Fida Hussain, Daily Times-A1, 13/02/2007)

Leakages account for 45pc water wastage
KARACHI, Feb 13: Owing to the excessive leakages, 45 per cent of the total supply of drinking water is being wasted daily, which can cause severe crisis of water anytime in the metropolis.

The water losses show that the launching of new projects for water supply will be of no use unless water theft and leakages are checked.


A visit to different pumping stations showed that in SITE and Orangi towns, thousands of gallons water was being wasted and the officials had turned a blind eye towards the water loss. In the jurisdiction of Zia Pumping Station in Orangi No. 10, a 15-inch pipe line had developed a wide leakage and water was going into a sewerage line.


Area residents said the situation had persisted for about 15 years and officials of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board were also well aware of the water loss.

They said that underground leakages had not only weakened the foundations of their houses, but also contaminating the potable water, adding that: “When there is no supply of water, sewage enters the lines that fill our water tanks.” A woman said that the leakage had created a deep well which posed a serious threat to the lives of children playing in the locality. Sewage was also found overflowing on a link road from Orangi No. 4 to Kashmir Town during the visit.


Almost all the pumping stations are in pathetic condition. Not only their pipes leak, the level of water tanks is also very low, causing water to overflow during rain. The shortage of staff is a common problem everywhere and the work is taken from unskilled staff like watchmen.


A KWSB source said the much-publicised K-III project had failed to provide more water to the city as expected. He revealed that about 45 per cent of the total supply of water was being wasted due to illegal connections and leakages in the obsolete pipelines.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 14/02/2007)

ADB to give $3 billion for power, water projects
ISLAMABAD, Feb 15: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has assured Pakistan of technical and financial support for major power sector projects and decided to invest $3 billion in the next three years in the country for improvement of power transmission and distribution system.


ADB Country Director Dr Peter Fedon announced this in an official statement issued here on Thursday after leading a delegation which held talks with Federal Minister for Water Liaquat Ali Jatoi.

The minister told the ADB delegation that Pakistan was also focusing on alternative energy projects such as wind power, solar energy, coal-based generation and hydel power and that the bank’s support in this sector would be of great help.


The $3 billion assistance will be used in upgradation of power distribution systems and transmission lines in order to increase system efficiency and supply of electricity to consumers besides major rehabilitation and infrastructure projects in the water sector.


Mr Jatoi informed that Pakistan was making rapid economic growth, which was the result of viable economic activities in the country. The confidence of domestic and foreign investors was gaining new heights and the economy was now more stable, backed by transparent policies and good governance, he observed.


The power sector was currently undergoing reforms and restructuring and necessary ground work had been done in this regard, which were fully supported by the ADB, Mr Jatoi added. He said to achieve the economic growth targets, set by the government, the power sector needed to increase its generation capacity, efficiency and coverage.

He stressed the need for coordinated meetings of the donors to expedite the progress on projects. He urged active role of the ADB in financing Diamer-Basha dam and other mega water sector projects including the next phase of flood protection programme.

Mr Fedon praised the efforts of the government for maintaining stable economic growth and offered both technical and financial assistance in this regard.

He said the ADB would focus on financial assistance of $500 million for renewable energy development, $1.2 billion for power transmission enhancement, $250 million for power distribution enhancement and $800 million for irrigated agriculture and water.


Resource related projects besides a number of technical assistance programmes for capacity building and relevant studies.

He informed about the new instruments of the bank for private sector partnership in infrastructure development in Pakistan.

(Dawn-9, 16/02/2007)

The poisoning of air, water

THE relevant laws exist on paper, yet the wanton destruction of the environment continues unchecked. Pesticide and fertiliser run-off from farms is poisoning watercourses and groundwater aquifers across the country, while untreated industrial and household effluent is being discharged into streams, rivers and the sea. Air and noise pollution in major cities is approaching catastrophic levels and whatever remains of the forest cover is being decimated at an appalling rate. The toll on human health is mounting by the day, and animal and plant species are in the process of being wiped out. All this despite the existence of a comprehensive piece of legislation in the form of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997, a landmark law that recognises the direct link between conservation and long-term prosperity. The problem clearly lies in enforcement and this is where the state must focus its efforts. As things stand, those with influence can flout the law at will.


Poor water quality is of particular concern. A report released on Thursday by the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan in collaboration with several other organisations brings home the truth about water contamination in the country. Citing good sources, the report reveals that nearly 250,000 children die each year from waterborne diseases, which are also responsible for up to 40 per cent of all hospital admissions. In Sindh and Punjab, 36 per cent of the population is exposed to arsenic levels that are five times higher than WHO limits. It is estimated that every third Pakistani consumes water that is not safe to drink, while “99 per cent of industrial effluent and 92 per cent of urban wastewater is discharged untreated into rivers and the sea.” The profit-driven and those unmoved by human misery should remember that all this comes at a price. Health costs related to unsafe water stand at 1.81 per cent of the GDP, or 114 billion rupees. An ailing workforce is less industrious than a healthy pool of labour, and the costs associated with low productivity are borne not just by the state but also big business. The time to enforce the environmental protection laws is now.

(Dawn-7, 17/02/2007)
Clifton board sets up 14 purification plants
KARACHI, Feb 15: The Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) has installed 14 water purification plants at an estimated cost of Rs9 million. These plants which are state of the art will provide potable water to area residents without charge.


Despite the fact the water supplied by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) is fit for human consumption but due to the defective networking and distribution system which allows sewage to mix with drinking water the CBC has taken this measure to ensure availability of potable water to the masses.

The water purification plants have been installed in different localities within the CBC jurisdiction will start operating from next month.


The CBC official said these plants will ensure bacteria and virus free water as they are installed with electro-rode through which water passes after being filtered twice from the system. Above all the taps of these plants have sensors to start and switch off water supply once the pots or containers are removed from underneath. Each plant has a capacity to supply 2,000 gallons per hour.

Seven water purification plants have been installed in DHA covering Phases I to VII. The remaining seven plants have been installed for localities like Delhi and Punjab Colonys, Bukhan Village, P&T Colony, Jumhooria and Hazara Colonys, Korangi Road and KDA scheme No5. All plants are installed at main water sources. CBC Executive Officer Iftikhar Ahmed Mir said these plants have been installed inline with federal government’s policy of providing potable water to masses. He said all care will be taken to ensure quality of water and for it effective operation a maintenance programme had been drawn up.

He said a two member team will look after each plant and ensure timely change of filters and replacement of other parts necessary to maintain water quality.


He said the plants would function for two hours in the morning and two in the evening. He appealed to the people not to misuse the facility so they could benefit from them for years to come. By June this year, six more purification plants would be installed in the area, he added.

(By Parvaiz Ishfaq Rana, Dawn-18, 17/02/2007)

Minister dissatisfied with KWSB performance

KARACHI, Feb 18: Sindh Minister for Local Government, Katchi Abadis and Spatial Development Muhammad Hussain Khan has expressed dissatisfaction over the performance of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board staff in Liaquatabad Town.


Speaking at an open kachehry in Qasimabad, UC-5 of Liaquatabad Town, he said it was no excuse that the town had very old sewerage system and due to which it was facing severe sewerage problem.


The officers of the sewerage department should personally monitor the situation and initiate action on complaints so as to ensure their timely disposal, he added.

He said that officers must change their attitude towards public complaints, otherwise stern action would be initiated against them according to departmental rules. Tendency to use delaying tactics in redress of public grievances would not be tolerated, he added.

On complaints of contract vehicle drivers against police excesses, the minister constituted a three-member committee comprising Naib Nazim of Liaquatabad, Nazim of UC-5 and the TPO of Liaquatabad to inquire into the matter and report within three days. He also ordered the SSGC and the KESC to investigate the complaints in various parts of the town.


The minister also directed the Sindh Katchi Abadis Authority to conduct a comprehensive survey of Azam Nagar, Muhammadi Colony and other localities of the town to ascertain their status for provision of lease.


Lease distribution process in notified Katchi Abadis has been accelerated so as to help its inhabitant, he added.


Mr Hussain asked the Town Municipal Administration to enhance its resources to gain financial viability. All TMAs were doing an excellent job but there was always room for improvement, he observed.

He said that the development projects initiated by the CDGK and various tows in the last 16 months indicated that the Haq Parsat leadership believed in action rather than words. Our opponents are afraid of the development activities as they know that the completion of these projects would bring an end to their politics of hollow promises and false claims, he said.

He appreciated the town nazim and his team for their untiring efforts for improving the overall cleanliness situation and the image of the town. The look of the town has completely been changed by their dedicated and selfless efforts, he added.


Town Nazim Hafiz Osama Qadri briefed the minister on various completed and ongoing projects of the town. He also said that the sanitary staff had been recruited on a contract basis so as to carry out the day-to-day cleanliness work.


Naib Town Nazim Rehan Siddiqui and Town Municipal Officer K. Riaz also spoke.

(Dawn-14, 19/02/2007)

Toxic waste being dumped into KB feeder
HYDERABAD, Feb 19: The test of sample of water containing industrial waste and being disposed of in Kalri Baghar (KB) feeder, supplying drinking water to Karachi and Kotri, have revealed a high value of chemical oxygen demand (COD) which may affect oxygen within body.


Dr Mohammad Ahsan Siddiqui of the National Centre of Excellence in Analytical Chemistry of University of Sindh had taken one sample of industrial effluent.

According to Dr. Siddiqui, he checked 17 parameters of effluent which included Ph value, partial alkalinity, total alkalinity, total hardness, calcium, magnesium, iron, copper, phosphate, COD (chemical oxygen demand), sulphate, total dissolved solids, conductivity, turbidity, colour, odour and chlorides.

“The value of COD is very high and odour of effluent was very bad”, he said as he found 2376 milligram (mg) per litre of COD in the sample against the normal limits of 400 mg. Likewise, he said, total alkalinity was recorded at 900 mg per litre against 500, total dissolved solids at 2,900 mg against EPA's recommended 1500-2500 mg. He said that conductivity was found at 5,600 against 3000-3,500.


Elaborating COD, Mr Siddiqui said that it trapped or affected level of oxygen in human body because COD's presence showed presence of organic compound in the sample. “You can assume that limit of COD can reduce oxygen in our body”, he stated categorically.He said that he would once again take samples of effluent from all the six ponds after waste is released into them to note changes in quality of effluent when it travels from one pond to the other before finally disposing it into the KB feeder.
“The industries need to properly and scientifically analyse waste being discharged from industrial units and they can be neutralised before being discharged into any source of fresh water”, he said. He said that analysis of effluent from facultative/oxidation ponds would show whether any changes were taking place in their quality or they remained unchanged even after water stayed in six different ponds.
He was quite apprehensive about quality of KB's feeder water, saying it would turn Kalri Lake into another Manchhar in next decade.


According to Kotri SITE Chief Engineer Mohammad Bux Soomro, around two cusec of industrial waste was being disposed of into KB feeder after permission from relevant quarters.


Earlier, disposal of waste was stopped following reservations expressed by the Environmental Protection Agency). The industrialists claim that effluent gets natural treatment when it is released into oxidation pond before being released into KB feeder.


Meanwhile, a meeting was held in the Jamshoro DCO's office which was attended by representatives of SITE, Kotri Association of Trade and Industry (KATI), EPA, Kotri taluka nazim and EDO revenue to discuss the issue.

The meeting did not take any decision to suspend release of industrial water into KB feeder.

(Dawn-21, 20/02/2007)

Water shortage in Lyari condemned
KARACHI, Feb 20: The PPP Shaheed Bhutto condemning shortage of drinking water in Lyari and deteriorating law and order in the vicinity has demanded that these basic problems of the Lyariites be solved immediately.

In a statement issued here on Tuesday PPP SB chief Ghinwa Bhutto said that residents of Lyari, one of the oldest localities of the city, were being victimised for their love and continuous support to the PPP and the Bhutto family.

She said that while billions were being spent on flyovers and underpasses and on developing parks in affluent localities, low-income group people were not even being provided clean drinking water.


Ms Ghinwa said that while the law and order had deteriorated in the entire city the situation was even worse in Lyari where residents had been left at the mercy of drug barons.

The PPP (SB) chief said that it was being done under a planning so that the people of Lyari, who had always been in the forefront in all the movements for the restoration of democracy in the country, remained busy in making efforts to solve their day to day problems.

INDIAN TOUR: Fatima Bhutto is undertaking a five-day tour of India on February 22 to attend the Kitab International Literature and Media in Mumbai. She will speak on her book – ‘8.50am’ – on the Oct 8, 2005 earthquake and will also participate in a panel discussion on ‘Terrorism and Media’.

(Dawn-18, 21/02/2007)

KWSB revenue increases by 200pc
KARACHI, Feb 21: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said with the up-gradation of new revenue collection system an increase of 200 per cent has been recorded in the revenue of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board.


Addressing a gathering at the inauguration ceremony of KWSB’s Integrated Revenue System Project, at Karsaz, he said the marketing of new revenue software would help double the revenue of water board. He said many other developing countries had shown keen interest in the new software.


The nazim disclosed the software had been prepared with an estimated cost of Rs10 million, saying that the facility had been made available to benefit 16 million citizens.

He said no attention was given to improve the KWSB’s billing system in the past and only 0.2 million out of 1.6 million bills used to be distributed, claiming that at present about one million bills were being distributed and the collection of revenue had been increased 200 per cent. He said steps being taken had strengthened the financial status of the KWSB, which was on record.


KWSB Managing Director Brigadier Iftikhar said measures had been taken to upgrade the old and ineffective billing system on modern lines, which had started functioning successfully.

He also mentioned some drawbacks of the old revenue system and said consultants of the board had raised some points about non-availability of proper revenue and complaint record, which, he said, was revised in the latest system.

He said KWSB had one million consumers with 5,000 bulk consumers, who would be sent bills on monthly basis and they could deposit their dues why internet.

(Dawn-17, 22/02/2007)

Ensuring safe water

THE evidence is in and keeps mounting by the day. Research in recent years by both official and independent organisations has confirmed that the country is moving recklessly towards environmental ruin, yet little is being done to arrest this process of self-destruction. To the north, the forest cover is disappearing at a rapid rate, while in the south the mangroves shielding the coastline from extreme weather phenomena are being decimated in the name of development. Air and noise pollution in large cities across Pakistan is approaching unbearable levels, causing a sharp rise in physical and psychological health problems such as lung and heart diseases, ENT ailments, upper respiratory tract infections, allergies, headaches, confusion, irritability and inexplicable rage. Untreated industrial effluent, pesticide-laden run-off from farms and domestic waste are poisoning the waterways and contaminating the soil and underground water reserves. The Ravi river is heavily polluted, the Indus delta is drying up and over two million acres of arable land in Sindh has been lost to an encroaching sea over the last two decades or so. The once bountiful Manchhar Lake near Sehwan has been reduced to a toxic swamp. Untold damage is being inflicted on the Arabian Sea through pollution, destruction of hatcheries and overfishing. All this is taking a heavy toll on human life and livelihood security. Also at stake is the survival of several plant and animal species.


Water quality is perhaps the most pressing of these myriad problems. On February 15, a report released by the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan and other concerned organisations summed up the severity of the problem in hard, cold numbers. Waterborne diseases kill nearly a quarter of a million children every year and account for up to 40 per cent of hospital admissions in the country. Every third Pakistani drinks unsafe water, while 36 per cent of the population in Sindh and Punjab lives with arsenic levels in water that vastly exceed WHO limits. Now a Faisalabad-specific study on the impact of wastewater has thrown up more alarming facts. According to the Pakistan Council for Research in Water Resources (PCRWR), some 30 to 40 per cent of patients in the city suffer from waterborne diseases — which is hardly surprising given that 39 per cent of public water samples were found to be microbiologically unfit for human consumption. Microbial contamination in groundwater was even higher, ranging from 57 to 60 per cent depending on the location. Heavy metals such as chromium, cadmium, iron, lead and nickel were found to have entered the food chain via vegetables irrigated with wastewater and industrial effluent, as well as through fish reared in ponds fed by poor quality groundwater. Excessive quantities of iron were discovered in drinking water while soil samples were contaminated with nickel and cadmium. Clearly, the lives of Faisalabad’s 2.6 million people are at grave risk.


The PCRWR rightly recommends that irrigation with untreated wastewater must be stopped immediately and alternative sources, which are available in Faisalabad, should be tapped. At the same time, industrial effluent needs to be treated prior to discharge in compliance with existing environmental laws. To reduce dependence on groundwater, the local municipal body will have to ensure a regular supply of potable water through the mains. These recommendations for Faisalabad are applicable to the rest of the country too. Clean drinking water is a basic right and a productive Pakistan is not possible without a healthy workforce.

(Dawn-7, 26/02/2007)
World Bank turns down call for Taunsa probe
ISLAMABAD, Feb 27: The World Bank has said it has no authority to form an independent commission to investigate the problems created by the Taunsa barrage repair works.

The bank was reacting to the demand by some people reportedly affected by the repair works.
This involved issues of sovereignty, and Pakistan’s sovereignty could not be shifted to the World Bank, said John Wall, bank’s country director, at a news conference here on Tuesday.

“We have no authority to appoint such an independent commission,” he said.


Mr Wall said a group of people working with two NGOs, Actionaid and Sindhu Bachao Tarla, was leading an agitation despite knowing very well that the World Bank could not interfere in such issues.

Responding to a question, he said these people were also aware that they could approach the inspection panel of the World Bank if they had any grievances against the bank’s funding. But for that, he said, they would have to satisfy the panel that the bank had violated its policies.

He said it was not a new project and only involved repair works. He said the 160 families reportedly affected by the Taunsa barrage repair works were originally happy with the resettlement plan which, in fact, pulled them out of poverty. Later, they raised privacy issues and the Punjab government took several steps like supply of water and provision of lavatories, he claimed.


The World Bank official said the group questioned the very need for the repair of Taunsa barrage; complained that the canal is closed during the winter season; and demanded of the bank to accede to the establishment of an independent enquiry commission to look into the problems created by the repair works.


Built in 1958, the Taunsa barrage was irrigating agriculture on 1.2 million hectares of land in arid landscape of Punjab and serving six million farmers and rural communities on regular basis. After 55 years of use, the barrage was considered to be unsafe and too risky to operate, both by experts of the Punjab government and the World Bank.


Before the commencement of the project, the government conducted a feasibility study on its key aspects. The study was then reviewed by a panel of independent international experts. The panel concluded that the failure of the structure was highly probable which would inflict flood damages, including loss of lives, and cause total failure of crop over 785,000 hectares of irrigated land, pushing millions of people into poverty. These considerations were instrumental of World Bank's decision to finance the project on emergency basis.


To resolve the issues related to resettlement, the government had established a Grievance Redressal Committee in 2004 and a Second-Tier Grievance Redressal Committee a month ago, the main purpose of which is to resolve the issues which could not be resolved by the first committee.

(Dawn-3, 28/02/2007)

MARCH

Tackling water losses

DEBATE on an issue as contentious as water must focus on cold facts rather than be ruled by emotion. Mutual mistrust and the endless blame game, particularly between Punjab and Sindh, has consistently overshadowed analysis, with the result that precise provincial requirements are yet to be ascertained afresh. Nor has there been a concerted effort to identify the areas where water is being wasted or appropriated through unfair means. Clearly, a new focus is needed in these times of acute shortages and climate change. In this context, Irsa’s decision in this connection to seek specialist third-party help is a welcome move. Realising the need for a comprehensive study, Irsa is now seeking the assistance of the Asian Development Bank to improve the regulation of provincial shares and to determine how much water is lost in the country’s rivers and canals. Rectifying faults in the telemetry system, which has so far failed to provide error-free data on water discharge and distribution, is also on the cards. All these projects are to be funded by the ADB’s water sector development programme for Pakistan.


The ADB’s recommendations will be presented in due course and hopefully implemented on a priority basis. Local experts, however, have long stressed the need for integrated water management and the development of a holistic strategy aimed at rationalising water use throughout the country. Conservation efforts must naturally focus on agriculture, which consumes between 95 and 97 per cent of available water resources. In terms of the irrigation system, emphasis must be on lining canals and waterways, as well as land-levelling of farmland to reduce run-off and improve moisture retention. Adoption of modern farming techniques such as drip irrigation — the slow, even application of water through subsoil tubing — can not only help conserve water but also increase crop yield and quality. Also of critical importance are flood control schemes and the creation of reservoirs which can collect river and canal surpluses in the monsoon and store rainwater in arid areas. Consensus will be the key to success. The provinces must be taken on board and the draft national water policy approved and implemented.

(Dawn-7, 02/03/2007)
Qasba, Baloch colonies getting contaminated water
KARACHI, March 2: The residents of Qasba and Baloch colonies have complained of contaminated water. They said the problem had aggravated last month and many neighbourhoods had stopped using this water since more than a week.
The affected people said the contamination was so acute that the water gave a bad odour. They also criticised the KWSB staff for supplying water irregularly, saying sometimes the water was not supplied for three days at a stretch.

This scribe visited the area and found obsolete pipelines from which water was being wasted in different colonies.


The KWSB staff when asked said that the old supply line was being replaced and the leakages problems would be solved shortly. When asked about the contamination of water, they expressed ignorance about the matter.

(Dawn-18, 03/03/2007)

Water alarm bells

The findings of a report prepared by the World Wildlife Fund titled "Pakistan's waters at risk" should serve as a wakeup call for both the government and citizens alike. The report, which has also been endorsed by six NGOS, says in an unequivocal manner that the county's water resources are drying up, thanks mainly to a complete lack of a conservation strategy, coupled with increasing pollution and contamination. While this has always been a lingering problem for Pakistan, it seems, judging by the tone of the report, that action on this front will have to be taken sooner rather than later. For starters, a concerted effort has to be made to move towards a more efficient system of management and conservation of water resources, both from the point of view of commercial and domestic users. The government should seriously examine the possibility of installing water meters in the country so that people are charged for what they use, as opposed to the current system where they pay a flat rate for the whole year. Having water meters -- the norm in the developed world -- is likely to bring in greater precaution and care in the use of water and will discourage wasteful utilisation. 


As for pollution, the presence of traces of arsenic in the country's water supply and the outright contamination that takes place when untreated effluent is released into rivers and/or lakes are major issues that need to be dealt with. Both have the potential of developing into public health hazards, and in fact in the case of the latter, dozens of deaths have already occurred in recent years. Also, it needs to be remembered that waterborne diseases are the leading cause of death among young children in the country -- so without doubt we and our future generations are paying a very heavy price for failing to keep our water clean. Of course, while all of this may not be a revelation, what the report is saying does underline the need for prompt action. Apart from industrial and domestic effluent, water bodies are also contaminated by the widespread use of pesticides and an acute shortage of latrines in the rural areas. The latter point will only be taken care of with increasing modernisation and rising income levels since building a latrine in a rural community is often a function of socio-economic indicators such as education and income levels. 


Pollution goes unchecked mainly because the ministry of environment and, particularly, the federal and the provincial environmental protection agencies have not carried out their responsibilities. The fact of the matter is that enough legislation exists on the statute books to effectively counter rising pollution but -- as seems to be the case with just about every law in the country -- it is not enforced. For instance, the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act of 1997 sets clear limits for water pollution but these have never been enforced. In fact, instead of clamping down on industrial and commercial polluters, the government took a very soft approach and introduced a system of 'self-monitoring' under which polluting industries were asked to pay a fine based on an estimate of the amount of pollution they had been responsible for. Obviously, such a flawed system was going to fail -- which it did – since it amounted to asking a law-breaker to arrest, prosecute and sentence himself. Nothing followed after this 'self-monitoring' mechanism -- the only sign of any movement on this front being the recent establishment of a water-treatment plant at some tanneries in Kasur. 


Pakistan is a signatory to the Millennium Development Goals, which, among other things, aim to improve drinking-water resources. More importantly, this implies a commitment and responsibility to its own people to provide them with adequate supplies of clean drinking water, something that no government has been able to do in the 60 or so years of its existence. Already about a quarter of a million children die from waterborne diseases -- how much higher will this number have to go before the government takes decisive action on this front?

(The News-7, 03/03/2007)

KW&SB asked to complete projects before monsoon rains

KARACHI: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has asked the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) to complete all ongoing water and sewerage projects before the start of the monsoon rains. He took serious notice of the slow pace of work on the 72-inch diameter sewerage pipeline in the Bath Island and Clifton areas. He ordered that the project be finished before the rainy season. Officials were directed to ensure that work on the new Lyari water pipeline be done in three shifts, and that the engineers and consultants should be available on sites. Those failing to do so would be held accountable and stern action taken in the case of negligence. A 12 hour inspection of 16 of Karachi’s mega projects was undertaken. Accompanying the Nazim was Water Board additional vice-chairmen Imamuddin Shahzad and Muhammad Moin Khan, DCO Fazlur Rehman, MD Water Board Brigadier Iftikhar, EDO Municipal Services Masood Alam, all chief engineers of the water board as well as consultants and contractors.

(The News-3, 05/03/2007)

KWSB fails to plug leakages
KARACHI, March 5: Leakages from the main water lines have created potholes at different places on Manghopir Road. The worst affected areas are Banaras Chowk and the portion of road near Valika Hospital. Pedestrians and people boarding and disembarking from public transport face great hardships.


A KWSB source said huge quantity of water was being wasted from the main pumping station of SITE Town located at Banaras Chowk and the officials concerned were well aware of the problem but to no avail.

“The leaking water can easily be saved by replacing a short piece of the main line, but the officials are not interested. Though another line at the pumping station was replaced a few weeks ago, the main supply line was yet to be replaced,” he said.


Traffic officials said due to the inundated roads they were facing difficulties while regulating the traffic at Banaras Chowk, saying that they could not save their dress clean in such a situation.

The shopkeepers also complained of the KWSB officials for not paying heed to their complaints. They said the damaged supply lines at different places needed immediate replacement.


When contacted, KWSB XEN at Site Town said the problem would be solved only with the replacement of supply lines, which was already under consideration.


However, he expressed ignorance about the wastage of water inside the pumping station and said the water that inundated the station was drained out.

New water pumps: Additional vice-chairman of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) MPA Mohammad Moin Khan has asked for replacement of old water pumps of 7-D and 5-D pumping stations in North Karachi Town.
During his visit to the town on Monday, he also inspected uplift works initiated by the KWSB.

He expressed his displeasure over the poor working of the pumping stations and asked the officials concerned to install new pumps and prepare a PC-1 in this regard within a week.


Taking a note of the public complaints regarding water shortage in 4-K Chowrangi area, he asked for preparation of PC-1 for laying a 24-inch-dia water pipeline in the area. He also asked for installation of flow meter at Saba Pumping Station, Nagan Chowrangi.


North Karachi Town Nazim Hanif Soorti, Naib Nazim Shakilur Rehman, UC nazims, naib nazims, CE Zone-111 Qutab Sheikh and SE Salim Siddiqui were also present.

(Dawn-18, 06/03/2007)

Construction of mega dams ‘in doldrums’

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Water and Power and Planning Commission have started bickering over the detailed implementation plan for future reservoirs, putting the construction of five mega dams on River Indus in doldrums, well-placed sources told ‘The News’ Thursday. 


President General Pervez Musharraf had announced the construction of five dams — Kalabagh, Diamer-Basha, Akhori, Munda and Kurram Tangi — by 2016. The scheme to construct these dams seems ‘mission impossible’ as there is no visible progress on their detailed implementation plan, sources said.


According to sources, Secretary Water and Power Ashfaq Mehmood has placed a request, saying that making implementation plan is the internal issue of Ministry of Water and Power and not the Planning Commission.


The Central Development Working Party (CDWP), which met on October 19, 2006, had constituted a committee, headed by Secretary Water and Power Ashfaq Mehmood and Punjab Planning Division chairman, additional secretaries of planning departments of Sindh, Balochistan and NWFP, chief secretary of Northern Areas and a representative of the Planning Division as its members to come up with a detailed implementation plan of five dams.


Sources said the Planning Commission is of the view that since the CDWP meeting a committee was constituted, which was attended by representatives of four federating units and headed by the water and power secretary to complete implementation plan of dams, therefore, the secretary is bound to submit action plan of dams to the Planning Commission. “Since October 19, only two meetings of the committee on implementation plan were held and since then four-and-a-half months elapsed.” So far, only the process of land acquisition for Diamer-Bhasha Dam has been initiated, sources said.


Sources said civic work is also going on there and a colony has been completed. But stalemate on Kalabagh, Akhori and Kurrum Tangi dams persists, they added. The implementation plan includes financing, land acquisition, redressal of environmental issues and tackling of people who would be displaced with the construction of dams. At a press briefing, Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Dr. Akram Sheikh said that the committee on implementation plan has made progress on some terms of references (ToRs) and some work on the remaining ToRs is yet to be completed. 


“Once the work on ToRs is completed, then Ecnec would consider it for approval.” To a question, official sources said the ministry has so far failed to overcome rifts among federating units over Kalabagh and Akhori dams as NWFP and Sindh still have reservations on the implementation plan.

(By Khalid Mustafa, The News-1, 09/03/2007)

KW&SB to set up hydrants in all towns

KARACHI: The Karachi Water & Sewerage Board (KW&SB) has geared up the preparations for installing one hydrant in each of the Karachi’s 18 towns in order to facilitate the water supply to the areas, which are not hooked to the KW&SB’s regular water pipelined system. 


A KW&SB meeting on Thursday reviewed the preparations and process of installing hydrants in every town of Karachi and the participants were informed that presently there are nine hydrants of the water board functioning in the metropolis and through these hydrants 15,390 water tankers have been supplying water to the unhooked areas or localities facing scarcity of water supply. 


KW&0SB Additional Vice-Chairman and member of Sindh Assembly, Imamuddin Shahzad, chaired the meeting, which was attended by senior officials and technical staff of the water board.


KW&SB Managing Director, Brigadier Iftikhar Hyder, informed the meeting that Nazims of all the 18 towns had given the consent for setting up of the hydrants and in seven days the necessary formalities would be completed for installation of the hydrant facilities. 


The meeting decided that superintending engineers of the water board posted in every town of the city would stay in constant touch with their respective town Nazims. 
The meeting resolved that after setting up and commissioning of the hydrants the service charges of water supply from the water tankers would be reasonably be reduced so that low-income families could easily meet their water needs. The proposed hydrants in every town, once installed, would be given uninterrupted supply of water by the water board.

(The News-3, 09/03/2007)

Colour-coded hydrants to replace KWSB ones in towns


KARACHI: Eighteen new temporary hydrants in the 18 towns of Karachi will start operating within the next couple of days, after which nine hydrants belonging to the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) would be closed down permanently.

The process to set up these hydrants began in December 2006, in order to provide water to residents through hydrants located in their towns. This, it was believed, would discourage the free movement of tankers from one part of the city to another. 


The KWSB hydrants are located at Muslimabad, Sakhi Hassan, Federal B Area, North East Karachi, Shah Faisal, Malir, Jumma Goth, Cattle Colony and Landhi, and two are in Gurumandir area, and employ 15,390 tankers to supply water. The frequent movement of water tankers had become a nuisance for residents, especially in Muslimabad, where the traffic has ruined most streets and roads. 


According to a KWSB spokesman, a meeting was held at the KWSB's office Thursday. It was chaired by additional vice chairman Imamuddin Shahzad and Brig Iftikhar Haider, KWSB managing director, informed him that the new hydrants were being set up with the consent of the nazims of all towns. The officials decided that civil work on these new hydrants would be the responsibility of the town administrations while the KWSB will handle all electrical and mechanical affairs, as well as the installation of filling points. It was also decided that the tankers would provide water only to their respective areas. Every town will have its own color scheme and the registration number of each town will be printed on all tankers. No tanker will be allowed in the jurisdiction of any other town. 


The KWSB has stated that these hydrants were being established on a temporary basis and will discontinue functioning after the installation of water pipelines in these areas.


APP adds: City Nazim Karachi Mustafa Kamal said Thursday that the city government was working on water and sewerage infrastructure development in all parts of the city without any discrimination and these problems will be solved in all areas phase-wise. He said that work has been started in areas where water and sewerage infrastructure has not been laid and Karachiites would see a positive change in this regard.

He was talking to a delegation of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, led by Qari Sher Afzal and Haji Jannat Gul. The delegation apprised the nazim of the problems of Karachi, including water and sewerage problem in areas adjoining Sohrab Goth, Nishtar Basti and other areas.


Kamal assured the delegation that steps would be taken to solve water and sewerage problems of adjoining areas of Sohrab Goth. He told the delegation that city government was paying special attention to katchi abadis and less developed areas where water and sewerage schemes costing billions of rupees have been initiated.

(Daily Times-B1, 09/03/2007)

Decision time on Lahore’s Canal

Under our environmental law, the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (PEPA), no project which may cause an adverse environmental effect may commence without the proponent of the project submitting an environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the project. The PEPA defines an EIA as an “environmental study comprising collection of data, prediction of qualitative and quantitative impacts, comparison of alternatives, evaluation of preventive, mitigatory and compensatory measures, formulation of environmental management and training plans and monitoring arrangements and such other components as may be specified”.


EIAs are submitted for approval before the Environmental Protection Agency (the EPA). It’s the EPA’s task, keeping in mind environmental and sustainable imperatives, to evaluate the proposal in light of the EIA. Seen in this light, the function and purpose of the PEPA becomes clear: If a project will entail detrimental environmental effects, the job of the EIA is to propose such amendments and changes to the project as will not only minimise the detrimental effect but also recommend measures for the benefit of the environment. It is the job of the EPA, in reviewing the project and the EIA, to ask whether, in light of the larger government policy on the environment, such a project with its adverse environmental effect is warranted and, if it is, to what extent the project should be modified in light of the proposals made in the EIA.


The Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency (TEPA) of the Lahore Development Authority (LDA) claims that, in lieu of the increasing number of automobiles in the city, the Canal Bank road needs to be widened at least 24 feet on either side from the Dharampura Underpass to Thokar Niaz Beg to accommodate the traffic loads of the future. This “project” entails the felling of thousand of trees which line the green belt on either side of the Canal Bank. It will be the destruction of over 60 acres of public park land and one of the environmental, historic and social landmarks of this City of Gardens (the thought that this was once the name given to Lahore now seems like a cruel joke). It will mean that a six lane highway will pass though the heart of the University of the Punjab, destroying the idyllic surroundings of one of the finest institutions of higher education in the country. It will mean the displacement of countless birds and animals who find shelter in and around the trees. It will mean increased levels of noise on the Canal, a nuisance to the thousands of residents who have made the Canal Bank part of their home. And it will cost the taxpayer come Rs800 million.


It is estimated that the project will result in a reduced travel time of about 7 minutes. Many a Lahori and almost every single environmentalist opposes the idea, but all for a variety of different reasons.


Thankfully, the TEPA commissioned an EIA for the project. Sadly, the consultants hired were NESPAK. It’s kind of like expecting someone to be neutral, and then finding out that they’re related to the other side. The firm completed its EIA and submitted a report to TEPA. As for the EPA, it has scheduled a hearing on the EIA at Sunfort Hotel in Lahore’s Liberty Market at 10.30 am on March 14.


NESPAK’s report on the EIA of the Canal Bank road widening project is nothing more than a double-check of the facts. There is no prediction, qualitative or quantitative, of long-term impacts of the project. No effort has been made to compare alternatives. The evaluation of preventive, mitigatory and compensatory measures is nothing more than eyewash, and there is no formulation of environmental training plans. But what was one to expect? If the consultant conducted the EIA under the belief that widening the Canal Bank road was the only viable alternative, then their recommendations shouldn’t come as a surprise. Indeed, in some instances even NESPAK has admitted that the project will have long-term environmentally adverse effects.


The job of evaluating the EIA now rests with the EPA of Punjab. While it is supposed to be an independent regulator, it isn’t (like the NESPAK, it has similar relations with the other side). Regardless, in a perfect world the EPA, as the government’s independent regulator of the environment, has to ask itself two things: Is the project proposal well-founded, and is the EIA up to the mark. If the project itself is unreasonable, the EPA should prohibit it but if the EIA is bad, the EPA must order the project proponent to have a new, better, EIA conducted.


There isn’t a Lahori who won’t tell you about their travails on the streets of the city. Traffic is a nightmare and while government bodies like the TEPA tell us that the end is near, they are wrong: the crises point has come and gone. We in Lahore are now living a traffic congestion hell. 


Despite the city’s traffic woes, widening the Canal Bank road isn’t the solution: it’s merely another step into chaos. Traffic congestion is never solved, it is managed; and that smart traffic management strategies solve traffic congestion by other means. By introducing and relying on public transport; by ensuring that residential localities are established near essential services like schools, hospitals and the workplaces. (There are more radical ideas as well: the elimination of automobile use, statutory no-car days, once-a-week road closures and so on). The need to widen the Canal Bank road is merely another facet of the larger “project” the city needs to address: it’s urban planning. There’s no point building a wide road which will ferry people in their private automobiles if Lahore’s essential business, health, government, administrative, financial and academic centre remains static. Such roads, like the recently widened Ferozepur and Jail roads and Gulberg’s Main Boulevard, will only see more cars, not more efficient transport.


But these objections do not even touch upon the elephant in the room: the beauty of the Canal Bank itself. If Lahore administrators feel that the traffic in Lahore can be managed by sacrificing its heritage, then we all face a future where nothing is sacred. Why not dismantle and sell off the Badshahi Mosque? I’m sure the ancient malba will fetch enough cash to hold the ground-breaking ceremony of a five-Star Hotel and wholesale supermarket. 


This Wednesday the EPA must act as the protector of the environment and should take a decision in the larger interests of the city of Lahore. It must not allow political will or influence cloud its decision. The people of Lahore must come to the hearing, listen to the TEPA present its argument and challenge it. All of us want the traffic in Lahore to be better, but no one will let the government go about destroying our heritage unless and until we know that the government has tried and exhausted all other alternatives.

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 12/03/2007)

No consensus on dams: report
ISLAMABAD, March 12: An inter-provincial committee on large dams has failed to reach consensus on construction of Kalabagh and Akhori dams and has promised to present a resettlement action plan for Bhasha dam by June 2008.

The committee led by Water and Power Secretary Ashfaq Mehmood has finalised a schedule for achieving different milestones to complete the Bhasha dam by 2016, says its final report.
The committee constituted by the Central Development Working Party (CDWP) in October last year comprised the chairman of the Planning Board of Punjab, additional chief secretaries of the three other provinces and a member of the Planning Commission.


It finalised the report on Jan 27 but it could not make any progress on two aspects of its responsibility.

It said that since a separate task force had been constituted by the prime minister regarding financing of large dams, it should not address questions relating to ‘funding needs and financing arrangements’. On the responsibility of ‘sequencing of project implementation,’ the committee said that “efforts should be made to implement the cabinet’s decision in letter and in spirit for building all the five dams by 2016.”


On the Kalabagh dam, the report briefly said that “Sindh and the NWFP conveyed their reservations regarding Kalabagh dam and stated that these need to be resolved before embarking upon the project. Sindh also had concerns about the availability of water for large dams amongst other issues.”


On Diamer Basha dam, the committee said the process of land acquisition had already been started. After deliberations “it was decided that acquisition of land should commence on firming up the contours of the land to be acquired and in accordance with the president’s address to the nation of Jan 17.”

It said “the prequalification activities for contractors are proposed to be started in early 2007 keeping in view the guidelines of (the) World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Pre-qualification process shall be finalised by early 2008.”


The detailed engineering of Bhasha dam has been targeted to be completed by March 2008.

The report said the consultants had prepared a resettlement survey plan. “Cadastral survey is being started in 2007. The resettlement action plan shall be available by June 2007. This would indicate the schedule of resettlement.” The revenue department’s officials, such as tehsildars and patwaris, have been deployed on deputation from the Northern Areas for measuring and carrying out survey of houses and the property for the people to be displaced by the dam.


Six contract packages for upgrading the Karakoram Highway (KKH) from Havelian to the dam site will be started concurrently. The work will take three years and its PC-I is in the process of finalisation, which also envisages an action plan prepared by consultants.


On Munda dam, the report revealed that serious issues still needed to be resolved. It said the detailed study of the project had been prepared by Amzo in the private sector as a power project but the NWFP government wanted it to be a multipurpose project with irrigation, floodwater and power as priorities. It said preparation of the detailed engineering design would be initiated shortly after sorting out the issue of the dam’s height and live storage capacity with the provincial government and the Water and Power Development Authority.

On Akhori dam, the report said that its detailed feasibility study had been prepared by Wapda and circulated among the provinces for comments. The provinces had offered comments which would be addressed by the authority.


On Kurram Tangi dam, the report said its construction would be carried out by the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO). The project would be completed over a period of four years. “The government of the NWFP has reservations regarding operational constraints, the height of the dam and water rights.” The issues were being addressed but the FWO had been asked to furnish the bidding proposal for the construction immediately.


On ‘environmental issues and mitigation measures,’ the committee reported that some provinces had commented on them with reference to large dams and Wapda had been directed to address them according to an earlier decision of the Executive Committee the National Economic Council.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 13/03/2007)

Fishermen seek water
KARACHI, March 16: An assembly of fishermen representatives organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum have urged the government to take immediate steps to ensure water supply to their villages on emergency basis.
At a large gathering held in Gabopat UC office, they expressed concern over water crisis in fishermen villages. A declaration adopted at the meeting also urged the KWSB to release water through water-pipes which were laid in 1984 and connections be provided to the people. Besides that, steps should be taken to check water theft through illegal connections.


The meeting also demanded that pipelines should also be laid in those villages which were without this facility and steps be taken to provide water connections. It urged the city government to announce a special package for developing infrastructure in the fishermen villages by providing water, electricity, education and other facilities.

(Dawn-19, 17/03/2007)

Extracting of water from seabed opposed
KARACHI, March 17: Participants of a public hearing have criticised the proposed extraction of ground water for production and sale of ‘high quality bottled water’, saying that it will upset the overall aquifer status of the area concerned.
The public hearing of environmental impact assessment for installation of a bottled water plant based on reverse osmosis technology was organised by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency on Saturday. Director-General of the agency Abdul Malik Ghauri presided over the meeting which was attended by a number of ecology experts, public representatives and area nazims.
The proponent of the proposed water plant said that they would extract about 400 cubic meter of brackish water through wells everyday from a depth of 700-800 feet at a site in Port Qasim Industrial Esate, 2km from shore.

“We will have not to pay against the subsoil water drawing which is likely to be increased in the second phase of the project when expansion works would be undertaken for enhancing the production of bottled water,” said the project manager, adding that some wells have already been prepared to draw the saline feed water from underground sources.


According to project presentation, the process for making the brackish water useable, as chosen by the plant proponents, involve three liquid streams: the saline feed water (brackish water), low salinity product water, and very saline concentrated brine or reject water.


The product water is generally water with less than 500mg per litre dissolved solid, while the brine will be a concentrated salt solution with more than 35,000mg per litre dissolved solids, which in the case of the project will be discharged into the sea.


It was said at the meeting that aside from the need to dispose the brine into the sea, the water plant project had a negligible environmental impact. The brine will be transported to the sea through a ‘kacha’ drain which is already carrying pollutant loaded water to the sea.


Participants feared that the area of Bin Qasim and Malir, already undergoing unbearable environmental degradation, would have to suffer further due to ground water extraction in such large quantity. Some of them suggested that the proponent should transport the water direct from the sea.


Two experts urged the proponent to construct a protected and covered drainage line to shift waste liquids from the plant to some 10 to 12 km deep in the sea in order to avert some environmentally sensitive factors like seepage of hazardous water into the adjacent land. One speaker said that the National Environment Standards did not allow any kind of water, whether treated or non-treated to the sea and the matter be taken up seriously.


However, one of the proponent’s representatives said that the underground water planned to be taken out for bottling was at present in no way being used for any human purpose and lying untapped and as such the apprehension about depletion of aquifer was unjustified.
He further said that if they went for drawing the water direct from the sea the project would not remain commercially viable.


Coming to discharge of rejected water he said that the concentration of waste water would dilute further when it would mix with other effluents in the 2km channel already transporting domestic and industrial waste water, and as such the TDS of the plant effluent would be less than that of the receiving body, the sea.

(By Mukhtar Alam, Dawn-17, 18/03/2007)

Work on Jauhar water projects in progress
KARACHI, March 17: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that work on water supply schemes in Gulistan-i-Jauhar was in progress at a cost of Rs66 million and all the water and sewerage problems of the locality would be solved by the end of this year.


At the inauguration of a sewerage development work in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, he said roads were being constructed in the area at a cost of Rs600 million. The work on the new sewerage line would continue round the clock and would be completed during the next three months. He said 30-year-old water and sewerage problems would be solved in the next three months and the situation would not turn bad during the next 50 years.


Commenting on the poor sewerage system in Gulistan-i-Jauhar, the nazim said sewage was the main reason for destruction of the roads, which was also causing loss of millions of rupees to the city government every year. He said his party did not believe in false commitments, but taking practical steps for the uplift and development.


About other schemes in the area, he said work was fast going on laying of 8, 12, 15, 18 and 24 inch dia sewerage lines from Pahlawan Goth to Samama Shopping Centre and Jauhar bridge to Jauhar Chowrangi. He said for up gradation and improvement of the existing sewerage system 6,000 running feet pipes of 24-inch-dia, 19,800 running feet lines of 18-inch-dia, 4,308 feet long lines of 15-inch-dia, 5,504 feet pipes of 12-inch-dia and 1,500 feet of 8-inch-dia pipes were being laid while 450 manholes would also be constructed.

(Dawn-17, 18/03/2007)

Rangers’ hydrants to be shut in 1.5 months


KARACHI: All nine hydrants under the control of Rangers will be closed down in one month-and-a-half. By that time, new hydrants being set up in all 18 towns of the city will start functioning, KWSB managing director, Brigadier Iftikhar Haider, said Thursday. 

He was giving the details of KWSB operations to more than 50 NGOs at a seminar organized by the Urban Resource Center (URC). Haider said that town-specific hydrants were being set up, and it would be mandatory for tankers to be registered with the hydrant of one town only. These tankers would then supply water only to the residents of that town.

(Daily Times-B1, 18/03/2007)

KW&SB designs new billing system

KARACHI: On the directives of City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) has decided to improve the water billing distribution system in order to increase revenue.

According to a press release issued on Sunday, Managing Director KW&SB, Brig Iftikhar Haider stated that the policy of guiding principles had been adopted for issuance of bills so that they would have smooth system which would help in generating maximum revenue.
The spokesperson said that the director billing would send these bills to the zonal director with an attached statement which would have the records of number of bills send to the respective zone, including the written allocated amount of that specific zone.


Adding he said that deputy director would dispatch them to the town Nazim who would send them to the assistant director sales tax. Nazims of the union councils would also inform their counsellors of respective towns about the distribution of the bills and they would also participate by assisting the KW&SB staff in this regard.


The press release added that these reports would be carried out on weekly basis. It further said that five per cent of the recovery amount would be distributed among the Nazims of union councils and town Nazims of the area.

(The News-4, 19/03/2007)

Lahore’s Canal: a road to change

What a week it has been! While the brave members of the bar and the press fought to protect the independence of the judiciary and of the press on the streets of our cities and on the airwaves, the citizens of Lahore were engaged in their own pitched battle. Only this fight didn’t take place on the streets or on a talk show. It took place in the Sun Fort Hotel in the late morning and early afternoon of March 14.


Citizens had been invited by the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) of the Punjab to participate in the public hearing of a proposal to ‘remodel’ the Canal Bank road from Dharampura to Thokar Niaz Beg and to comment on the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the project. The Traffic Engineering and Planning Agency of the Lahore Development Authority claims to be the project proponent and the executing authority for the project — which involves widening the Canal Bank road at least 18 feet (with a 6 foot shoulder), remodelling parallel service lanes and cutting down any trees which get in the way. However, the ‘sponsoring’ administrative authority (read: the money) is the Housing, Urban Development and Public Health Engineering (HUD & PHE) department of the government of Punjab.


Under our remarkably democratic Pakistan Environment Protection Act, 1997 certain projects having an adverse environmental effect are required to submit an EIA report of the project to the EPA for evaluation. The evaluation process requires the EPA to hold a public hearing, quite a democratic requirement as it pits project proponents — most often the government and, on numerous occasion, private industry — face to face with those who will bear the long-term affects of such a project. The EPA hearing for the Canal Bank road widening project was the first of its kind since the PEPA came into effect and was a rare occasion Lahoris came face to face with the agency responsible for the traffic of the city.


Given the mess Lahori traffic is and given the complete mess living in Lahore has become, the proceedings of the hearing will come as a surprise to no one. It bears noting that, as a reflection of the EPA, TEPA and LDA’s judgment of the sentiments of the citizens they claim to represent and work for, the event organisers hadn’t expected more than 50 people to attend the hearing. More than 300 hundred showed up. At one stage, an organiser had the audacity to request the hotel administration to close entry to the public, an action rightfully objected to and subsequently rectified. Everyone who came witnessed the nervous submissions of the TEPA and the equally uneasy NESPAK consultants who had prepared the EIA (these were relatively junior government servants unused to dealing with mutinous-looking civilians).


When objections were invited from those assembled, Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, a “renowned lawyer”, took the podium and asked some pertinent questions. Where was the authority from the Federal EPA to the Punjab EPA to hold such EIA review hearings? Wasn’t the fact that both the project sponsor (the HUD & PHE department) and the EPA, Punjab fell under the purview of the government of the Punjab a serious conflict of interest? Where was the bidding to ensure that the NESPAK was the best consultant for the EIA report? Who were and what were the qualifications of the NESPAK consultants who carried out the EIA? Where was the EIA report’s baseline statistics? Why were alternative plans discarded without serious consideration? When was the committee of experts going to review the project, the EIA and the objections — a mandatory requirement of the law — and who were these experts? 


Kamil Khan Mumtaz, a senior architect, questioned the need for the project itself. Why was the Canal Bank road being considered as a major artery when it has no link with higher density areas of the city and has no serious nexus with any major services? Why weren’t more natural arteries like Wahdat and Multan roads considered suitable alternatives? Where were the trip generation statistics and land-use studies — prerequisites in any traffic management plan — justifying the project? Where was the government’s sustainable development imperative? 


Hammad Naqi Khan of the World Wildlife Foundation began his submissions by informing all present what he thought of the quality of the EIA report. He then gave unarguable facts and statistics about what would happen to the environment of the city if the acres of greenbelt which line the Canal Bank road were butchered in the name of development.


Speaker after speaker, a former inspector-general of police, a retired provincial secretary, architects, students, environmentalists, educationalists, activists and residents all submitted their objections to the proposal. Ironically enough, the EIA report claimed to have surveyed 150 people for responses to the project. The fact that more people attended the EIA hearing than were surveyed speaks volumes of the professionalism of NESPAK in preparing the EIA report.


At the end of the hearing, the organisers invited those present to tea but didn’t inform the public of the next stage of the proceedings. When could a decision be expected? What was the procedure for review? How would the public know that their written submissions would be given serious consideration?


There isn’t a single argument which can justify the need to widen the Canal Road. Traffic on this thoroughfare is bad, but it is universally accepted and acknowledged that widening roads does not solve congestion. Solving traffic problems in this manner, in the words of Lewis Mumford, is like a tailor’s remedy for obesity — letting out that seams of the trousers and loosening the belt — this does nothing to curb the greedy appetites that have caused the fat to accumulate. The time has come to seriously consider new traffic management solutions. The time has also come to understand the link between urban planning and automobile usage. 


The Punjab EPA is at a crossroads. It is vested with the responsibility to oversee the environment of Punjab and it now must also recognise how, given that more than 50 per cent of Pakistan’s population will be urbanised in less than a decade, there is a direct relation between urban planning and the environment. It must meet these new responsibilities. It must reject the proposal to widen the Canal Bank road for no other reason that the TEPA has not used the latest traffic assessment techniques (how can you solve a problem when you have no idea what it is?). It must also reject the EIA report as incompetent (what’s the point of an environment impact assessment when it fails to assess any impacts?) over and above the obvious conflicts of interest it represents. 


All said and done, however, this singular event will, I hope, ensure that the next time such hearings take place, the EPA will provide more space for the public, project proponents will come better prepared to argue on behalf of their scheme and EIA consultants will be more professional in preparing their reports. Citizen action and participation can only increase the standards which we apply to ourselves. The time has now come for the EPA to do the same and to raise the bar on the minimum acceptable levels of competence found in our government machinery. This is also the time to accept that, as I said last week, no one is opposed to development. It’s just that we will not allow our heritage to be sacrificed at this dubious altar without the assurance that no real alternative exists.

(By Ahmed Rafay Alam, The News-6, 19/03/2007)

UC nazims to help in distribution of water bills


KARACHI: Water bills will now be distributed under the supervision of the union council (UC) nazims concerned. They will be responsible for motivating citizens to pay their bills regularly, KWSB managing director, Brigadier Iftikhar Haider said during a meeting with officers of the KWSB revenue department.
He further said that zonal directors, deputy directors and assistant directors of the revenue department, along with the area’s UC nazims, would maintain the distribution of the billing system, and submit weekly reports to the chief revenue officer. The chief revenue officer will issue 20 percent of the total collected tax to UC nazims and five percent to town nazims before the fifth of every month. 


Saeed Ghani, a UC nazim from Jamshed Town and the opposition leader in the City Council, said that the idea was is not new, and had not been implemented in the past due to the non-cooperative attitude of government functionaries. Ghani said that some two weeks ago, a water board official had contacted him and asked him to cooperate with the plan, but so far nothing had been sent in writing. “Without having orders in writing, we can’t do anything,” he said. “We are motivating people to submit their outstanding dues but we cannot force them to pay bills as we have no authority to do so.”


Ghani also said that the matter should be brought up at the City Council session, so that it could be debated, and things could proceed through a proper channel.

(Daily Times-B1, 19/03/2007)

Hydrants controlled by rangers to be closed
KARACHI, March 19: The Managing Director of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, Brigadier Iftikhar Haider, has said all nine hydrants under the control of Pakistan Rangers would be closed once the ongoing work for setting up hydrants in different towns completes.


While briefing the representatives of more than 50 NGOs at the Urban Resource Centre, the managing director said tankers would be registered with towns and bound to supply water to their respective areas. He said this would not only help save roads from destruction owing to tankers movement from one town to another but also bring an end to business of illegal private hydrants.


Mentioning that water policy for the city does not exist at all, he said the recently formed reforms committee would bring about institutional and structural changes aimed at turning the water utility into a service-oriented organisation.

He hoped the committee would help water board overcome a number of problems, including the poor ratio of skilled and technical manpower, lack of governance strategy, ineffective and non-coherent rules and regulations within the organisation, lack of assets management and maintenance policy, unrealistic tariff structure and poor financial management. He said the committee’s proposals would be presented before political leadership, civil society, NGOs and section of consumers before giving them a final shape.


“The KWSB was shackled by legal ambiguity, as 23 different types of rules were being applied because it did not have its own rules and regulation at present,” he remarked. He said the present tariff was notified without any consideration regarding the income group of consumers and stressed the need for rationalisation of the tariff.


About the structural reforms already made in the KWSB, he said the concept of areas-based management system was translated by dividing the city in hydraulically independent zones and making the town management more effective.

He said the board was working in close liaison with the town nazims. Besides, he termed the new policy of monthly bills a success.

(By Ali Hazrat Bacha, Dawn-17, 20/03/2007)

Contaminated water kills 200,000 children annually
KARACHI, March 19: Fifty-six million people of the country do not have access to clean drinking water, and 200,000 children die of waterborne diseases every year. The situation in Karachi is not much different. The percentage of the total dissolved solids (TDS) in water samples taken from Saddar (15146mg/l), Landhi (21748mg/l) North Nazimabad (3485mg/l), Lyari (9928mg/l) and Malir (3485mg/l) is alarming as the maximum concentration of TDS allowed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) is 500mg/l.


This was mentioned at a seminar held in a hotel here on `Drinking Water Quality Assessment in Karachi, Hyderabad and Kotri’, organised by the Environment Protection Agency (EPA), Government of Sindh. The Secretary for Environment and Alternative Energy Department (EAED), Mir Hussain Ali, was the chief guest on the occasion as EAED Minister Dr Saghir Ahmed was unable to make it to the event.

Dr Abdul Haleem Yousafzai, a scientist, carried out the water assessment survey on the behalf of EPA for which their team collected 1000 water samples from Karachi, Hyderabad and Kotri.


Sharing the findings of the survey, Dr Yousafzai said the poor water supply system and improper industrial and domestic waste disposal had added to the already worsening situation. He pointed out that the percentage of TDS and chemical oxygen demand (COD), apart from the metallic ions, was found seriously high in most areas of Karachi. The percentage of TDS in some areas of the city were: Saddar (15146mg/l), Landhi (21748mg/l) North Nazimabad(3485mg/l), Lyari (9928mg/l) and Malir (3485mg/l).


Dr Yousafzai said that about 80 per cent water samples taken from Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town had fecal coliform bacteria almost 8.6 percentage points more than 30MPN/dl (a standard set by WHO).


Dr Iqbal Mohammad Bhangar, director of the National Centre of Excellence in Analytical Chemistry, in his presentation highlighted how the increase in population had a direct impact on the water shortage problem.

He also mentioned that 56 million of the country’s population was deprived of clean drinking water, and that almost 200,000 children died annually thanks to the waterborne diseases.


Dr Yar M. Khawar, dean faculty of natural sciences Jamshoro University, Dr Zahida T. Maqsood, professor of the Department of Chemistry, University of Karachi, M. Suleman Chandio from Karachi Water Supply Board and Prof Abdul Rashid Memon, director of the Institute of Environmental Engineering and Management, also discussed various issues pertaining to the water management problems, hazards faced caused by it and possible solutions to it.


Souvenirs were given to the speakers at the end of the day by the chief guest.

(By Meera Jamal, Dawn-19, 20/03/2007)

Water scarcity in country feared
RAWALPINDI, March 21: Pakistan is using almost all its water resources and if something goes drastically wrong with the salt, sediment or water balance of the Indus system, there is no other river system in the region to draw on.

The Indus is the country’s only major river system. Over the years, Pakistan has harnessed the river to bring 35.7 million acres under irrigation to cultivate land in otherwise desert conditions. Currently, the country is experiencing water stress and will soon face outright water scarcity, alarms a World Bank report.


Pakistan’s economic and social well-being is built on this water system despite the scant average annual rainfall of just 240 millimetres.

Today, the country has the world’s largest irrigation system. This agriculture system accounts for one-fourth of the country’s GDP, two-third of employment and about 80 per cent of exports.


One out of five people in the world has no access to drinking water and 40 per cent of the population lack the basic water treatment facilities, according to the second edition of the UN World Water Development Report published by Unesco.


The World Water Day being observed on 22 March provides an opportunity to recall these statistics and to take action to improve them because the theme this year is “Coping with water scarcity.”


The World Bank report says large dams do not only increase the assurance of water supply but can also generate large amounts of electricity. Currently, about 30 per cent of Pakistan’s energy is generated from hydropower. Even though irrigation requirements are its priority, Tarbela’s power benefits account for 60 per cent of the overall economic benefits from the dam.

And power benefits would be an even higher proportion of total benefits from either Kalabagh or Basha.


Pakistan has used only about 10 per cent of its estimated 40,000 MW of economically viable hydropower potential, a proportion much lower than India and China (around 30 per cent) and much lower still than rich countries (around 75 per cent).

(By Amin Ahmed, Dawn-2, 22/03/2007)

Urgent need to cope with water scarcity: World Water Day
KARACHI, March 21: ‘Coping with Water Scarcity’ is the theme for World Water Day 2007, which is being observed today. The theme was decided by all members of UN Water at World Water Week in Stockholm, in August 2006.

This year’s theme highlights the increasing significance of water scarcity worldwide and the need for increased integration and cooperation to ensure sustainable, efficient and equitable management of scarce water resources, both at international and local levels.


Equity and rights, cultural and ethical issues need to be addressed when dealing with limited water resources. Imbalances between availability and demand, the degradation of groundwater and surface water quality, inter-sectoral competition, inter-regional and international disputes, all centre round the question of how to cope with scarce water resources.


In the World Water Congress in China last year, the World Conservation Union (IUCN) said water problems were more related to mismanagement than scarcity. It said water gives life to many of the natural resources that people use. Rivers sustain food from fish, trees, and plants. For those who cannot afford irrigation, natural flooding of rivers is often the basis of agricultural practice. It is clear that the poorest of communities are most dependent on the natural resources that healthy ecosystems sustain.


Providing water to those downstream ecosystems is thus vital to maintain river health, alleviate poverty, and ensure economic development.

‘Environmental flows’ refer to water provided within a river, wetland or coastal zone to maintain ecosystems and their benefits where there are competing users and conflicts over water. Taking an ‘environmental flows’ approach is a way to link social, ecological, hydrological and economic concerns and enable different stakeholders to come to the table to negotiate the best way to manage a river system.


Thus, the IUCN said ‘environmental flows’ need to be established within the context of river basin planning and Integrated Water Resources Management. It said strategies need to safeguard the entire water chain provision from source to sea. This requires the adoption of an ecosystem approach to water management. Key elements include the adaptation of water resources management to climate change, the protection of surface and groundwater sources, the provision of water for downstream users and ‘environmental flows,’ the treatment and re-use of wastewaters.


The IUCN, with partners, is piloting the development of the ‘Water X Schools’ campaign, which aims to scale-up the provision of water and sanitation to schools and increase water education and water care amongst schoolchildren. There will be a number of pilot areas around the world. Various environmental organizations and NGOs have planned to hold programmes and campaign vis-à-vis this year’s theme on Thursday (today).

(Dawn-18, 22/03/2007)

Rs16bn projects to solve water issue
KARACHI, March 22: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has said that the city government has initiated a number of developmental schemes at a cost of Rs16 billion to solve the problems of water supply, sewerage and water leakages in different areas of the metropolis.


Talking to reporters at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) office at Karsaz, he said that the problems of 59 years could not be solved in a short period, but even then his government was trying to serve the people to the best of its ability.


To a question about the sewerage problems in Saddar Town, he said that he was actually nazim of 34 per cent of the population, while there were 13 other agencies collecting revenue, and were also responsible for the problems.


Kamal said that he had established sewerage lines in many localities for the first time including Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, Model Colony and Jaffar Tayyar Society, where the sewerage system was non-existent, adding that projects were completed within the shortest possible time. He said that solutions to all the problems without ‘unity of command’ was not possible.


About the wastage of water, the city nazim said that a PC-1 of Rs1.2 billion of KWSB was approved by the federal government for leakages maintenance of the main trunk savers and work on the project would be initiated this year.

He said that on his visit to Bagh Ibn Qasim, President Pervez Musharraf was requested to approve the K-4 mega water supply scheme, which he assured to do after a presentation about the scheme.


With the K-4 project of additional 100 million gallons of water, the water requirements of the city would be fulfilled for the next 50 years, he stated.


Mustafa Kamal claimed that work on the establishment of sewerage lines in the industrial zones of Korangi, Landhi, Federal B Area and New Karachi was in progress, with a cost of Rs4.5 billion. He also spoke about the revenue collection system of the KWSB and claimed that revenue collection was up by 200 per cent in his tenure.

He said that in the past, there was no regular system for distribution of bills and revenue collection and as a result the board was facing a severe financial crisis, as it could not even pay its power bills.

He said that the present number of KWSB consumers was 1.4 million, while 1.3 million bills were now regularly being distributed, ensuring collection from 70 per cent of the consumers.

(Dawn-18, 23/03/2007)

The debate over large dams
WORLD Water Day once again raises the debate over large dams which is one of the most controversial issue that Pakistan is facing today. At the time of independence it was estimated that about 5000 cu/m of water was available for every citizen which has now been reduced to 1000 cu/m. The country receives merely only 200mm of annual rainfall, This results in the water table to sink at the rate of one to two meters per year. A significant proportion of rainwater is lost as surface run-off.


The run off losses from the cultivated portion of rain-fed areas is estimated at nearly six million acre-feet of water per year. On the other hand, due to less fresh water supply from the River Indus, the land becomes infertile by salt. Little rainfall deserted the region and mangrove forest which is vital for fish and shrimps spawning and protects the shoreline.


The production of major food grains and crops may be hit in the years to come due to water shortage. Projections of agricultural output show a shortfall of 11 million tons by 2010 and 16 million tons by 2020. If we fail to grapple successfully with the problem, by the year 2025, there will be shortage of 28 million tons of different food crops.


Pakistan needs to work urgently to better utilise its water resources by building of dams. But how this is to be done remains a centre of much controversy. So far 81 large, medium and small dams have been built across the country since 1947. Work on mega water projects including Neelum Jhelum Hydro Power Projects, Diamir Bhasha Dam, Kurram _ Tangi Dam (NWFP), Subak-Zai Dam (Balochistan), and Kachi Canal are underway. However, the most controversial dam still in the debating stage is Kalabagh dam.


Contribution of dams: The question arises that what has been the contribution of large dams to agriculture? Pakistan depends on irrigation and water resources for 90 per cent of its food and crop production. The vast irrigation system comprises three major storage reservoirs, 19 barrages or headwaters, 43 main canals with a conveyance length of 57,000km, and 89,000 watercourses with a running length of more than 1.65 million km.

This vast irrigation system feeds more than 40 million acres of irrigated land in Pakistan--a country with the highest irrigated and rain-fed land ratio in the world (4:1). On the question of how much of the increase in food production can be attributed exclusively to dams, there are different estimates ranging from 10--30 per cent.


Only 28.2 per cent of the total electricity is produced by water resources and the remaining 71.8 per cent is generated through expensive resources (68.8 per cent by fossil fuel and three per cent by nuclear resources). On the other hand, public water – supply is not often a stated objective of large dams projects. In many cases reservoirs and canals are in fact, used for this purpose and also for meeting the industry demand.


Turning to flood control, the contribution of dams has been modest. Dams are not often planned with flood-moderation as a primary aim, and even where they are, the competing claims of irrigation and power generation often override the flood – moderation function. While dams may indeed moderate flood flows to some extent under normal conditions, they may aggravate the position if, in the absence of a flood cushion, water has to be suddenly released in the interest of the safety of structure.


Disenchantment: However, disenchantment with large projects has been growing over the past two decades. The answer lies in a convergence of dissatisfaction with such projects from diverse point of view:

i. Financial/ economic: ‘time and cost overruns’: an instable demand for resources; the failure of many projects to achieve the projected benefits; their inability to generate revenues for reinvestment or even for proper maintenance, partly because of the poor pricing of irrigation water.

ii. ‘Political economy’: the widespread perception of the prevalence of corruption and of the influence of vested interests in the planning and implementation of projects; serious inequities in the incidence of cost and benefits.

iii. Environmental / ecological concerns.

iv. Concern about the displacement of people, dissatisfaction with rehabilitation policies and practices and so on.


All these viewpoints are important but the large dams issue become a political instead of an environmental degradation and social impact issue. .


Human impact: In most cases, there will also be varying degrees of displacement of human settlements, with the attendant problems of resettlement and rehabilitation. This impact often falls on poor and disadvantage sections. There are inherent difficulties in resettlement and rehabilitation: a lack of full knowledge of the numbers and categories of people likely to be affected; separation of communities from the natural resources base on which they are dependent; inadequacy of land for land-based rehabilitation; scattering of well-knit communities; resettlement in distant and unfamiliar areas; difficulties with the host communities in the resettlement areas; major transformation in ways of living, loss of livelihood and old coping capabilities and the need to learn new skills and ways of living, and so on.


Along this, cash compensation is a principal vehicle for delivering resettlement benefits which is often been delayed, and when paid on time, has usually failed to compensate fully for the lost livelihoods.

Difficulties with EIA: In the first place, environmental and other concerns continue to be regarded as disagreeable external impositions; they have not become integral parts of projects planning from the start despite many ‘guidelines’ and instructions to this affect. Everyone pays lip service to these concerns but the prime interest is in the engineering aspects. The implicit assumption is that water planning is essentially a matter for engineers.


Second, environmental impact assessments (EIAs) are notoriously undependable. When the projects planners undertake them in-house, the desire to get the project approved may influence the EIA and render it suspect. For example, a consultant who says:’ the impact of this project is too grave to be mitigated or offset and the project should not be undertaken’ is unlikely to secure many assignments. Later on the consultant could come under strong pressure from other official agencies for supporting the ‘development’.


Another factor is the cost-benefit calculus which is a flawed basis for decision-making because:

i. it is susceptible to manipulation (costs are usually under-stated and benefits overstated),

ii. It is necessarily incomplete and inadequate because not every aspect or dimension can be brought within the ambit of calculus; and,

iii. It is morally blind (the infliction of misery on some people is often sought to be justified on the ground that a larger number elsewhere will be benefited).


Looking at the ‘political economy’ aspect of such projects, it could be argued that inequalities, injustices, corruption, collusion etc., arise from the socio-political milieu and cannot be attributed to dams; but some of the inequities and ills are perhaps facilitated by, or at any rate associated with, large – dam projects.

Are large dams avoidable? Keeping in mind the various impacts and consequences of large dams, the crucial question is: given the projected magnitudes of demand for water (linked to rates of population growth and urbanisation), are such projects avoidable.


A widely held view is that they are not. Such a linking holds that future needs cannot be met without massive ‘water resource development’. That expression is treated as synonymous with large ‘storage’ (i.e., dam and reservoir) projects; and that local rainwater harvesting and watershed development schemes although necessary, are bound to remain secondary and supplementary.


In terms of environmental, social and human impacts of large dams, there is a point that doing things has a cost; but there is also ‘the cost of not doing’. This argument is often reinforced by the rhetorical question: where would the country have been without Kalabagh Dam? ‘The cost of not doing’ means merely that in the absence of the project, certain benefits would not be available. This is nothing more than the old argument that the benefits justify the costs.


It is fallacious to equate the non-undertaking of a large project with ‘not doing’. As a result of delays in major large dams especialy Kalabagh and Diamer Bhasha Dam, Pakistan has suffered immensely in the agriculture and the energy sectors, directly and in industrial and manpower sectors indirectly. All these negative effects have, no doubt, contributed in a big way to the alarming situation faced by the national economy.
Such projects are definitely needed for generating hydroelectric power. Addition to generating capacity are called for; that a suitable thermal – hydro mix is required for maintaining a proper balance between base-load and peaking capacities; and that hydroelectric power is ‘clean’ and does not create the kind of pollution that is incidental to coal-burning.


It is the time for planners, managers and researchers to get out of generalised approaches.. The water resource development issues, ground water sustainability, water stress, low efficiency of water use in the saline areas and non-agricultural uses, have specific and localised character. There is a genuine need to have a sound and scientific approach towards the large dams.

It is disappointing that, despite a variety of challenges, local scientists have not been stimulated to evolve alternative strategies if large dams not appropriate.

(By Nusrat Khurshedi, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 26/03/2007)

Speed up water, sewerage projects

KARACHI: The Additional Vice-Chairman of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) and member of Provincial Assembly Mohammad Moin Khan on Sunday urged the relevant officials to speed up the work on ongoing water and sewerage projects, worth Rs50 million, in all the towns of the metropolis. They added that work should be carried out around the clock so that the projects can be completed by the stipulated time.


According to a press release issued on Sunday by KW&SB, Moin Khan sought details of the ongoing development work and directed officials to ensure the acceptable standards work on these projects. He warned them that there should be no complaint of water and sewerage problems during the holy month of Rabi-ul-Awwal.

He further ordered officials to ensure cleanliness around mosques, Imambargahs and processions routes besides maintaining a smooth flow of water supply across the city on the eve of Eid Milad-un-Nabi. 


The Additional Vice-Chairman issued these directives at a meeting of KW&SB. The meeting was also attended by Superintendent Engineers of Gulberg, Liaquatabad, North Nazimabad and North Karachi, Executive Engineers and Chief Engineers of Zone II-B and Zone-III.

(The News-2, 26/03/2007)

Supply of clean water urged

KARACHI, March 26: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) Karachi Chapter on Monday expressed concern over the supply of contaminated water to various areas of the city, particularly in government hospitals.


PMA Karachi Honorary General Secretary Dr Qaiser Sajjad said waterborne diseases like hepatitis A and E, typhoid, gastroenteritis, cholera, etc. were caused by the use of unhygienic water.

At least 30 per cent of patients visiting government hospitals are found suffering from such diseases.

Dr Qaiser pointed out that government hospitals were without proper facility of clean water for staff and patients, adding that though water coolers have been installed at these hospitals, their number is insufficient.

He said the number of coolers be increased while overhead and underground water tanks be cleaned regularly to lessen the possibility of disease.


Dr Qaiser criticised the lack of adequate checks and balances on the manufacturers of bottled water regarding quality and price.

(Dawn-17, 27/03/2007)

Punjab govt approves Cherrah Dam project
RAWALPINDI, March 28: The Punjab government has approved the construction of Cherrah Dam at a cost of Rs3.5 billion to overcome the water scarcity in Rawalpindi city, Dawn learnt on Wednesday.

It will be built on Sowan river near Cherrah village, about 12 kilometres downstream the Simly dam, and will supply 15 million gallons of water daily (MGD) to the growing city.


The Cherrah dam was proposed by Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA) and Small Dams Organisation (SDO) in 2001 but work on the project could not start as some private housing schemes had encroached the land of the dam.


Punjab Chief Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi has finally approved the cost and design of the dam and ensured proper compensation to the people the dam would displace.


A Karachi-based consultant who prepared the feasibility and PC-I of the project last year had to revise the cost estimates because the provincial government sought the compensation to land owners to be reduced.

The dam would cover about 950 acres. The people whose land has been acquired would be given Rs90,000 per kanal as compensation. The dam would be completed in two years.

The dam would be the second perennial surface water source for Rawalpindi after Rawal Dam which was constructed in 1963 and has outlived its designed life.


Managing Director Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa) Lt-Col (retired) Islamul Haq told Dawn that the new dam would not only recharge the groundwater sources but also cope with the water scarcity in Rawalpindi.

“The dam would reduce our dependence on Capital Development Authority for water and save us money. We pay a huge amount for the water from Khanpur dam,” he said.

Meanwhile, the bigger Daducha Dam project continues to hang fire as the resourceful Defence Housing Authority and Bahria Town land developers are insisting on building the dam on their own.

Daducha Dam is designed to supply 25MGD of water to Rawalpindi city and Cantonment areas for the next 50 years.

There is no ground water potential in Rawalpindi city itself and the only solution for meeting its water needs is to construct storage dams and not digging tubewells.


Sources in Wasa said that 70 per cent of the existing tubewells were drawing contaminated water due to excessive withdrawal of water from ground. Construction of dams could recharge the underground water source.

(Dawn-2, 29/03/2007)

Diamer-Bhasha dam to cost $8.5bn now
ISLAMABAD, March 30: The estimated cost of the Diamer-Bhasha dam has increased by 31 per cent to $8.5 billion and the provinces of Sindh and the NWFP have voiced serious reservations over the proposed construction of Akhori dam.

The doubts were voiced during a meeting held under Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi on Friday to review the increase in Diamer-Bhasha dam’s cost projections. The meeting was also updated on Akhori dam and a proposal to import of 1000 megawatts of electricity from Iran. Secretary and adviser Water and Power, chairman and members of Wapda, and senior officials of the ministry and Wapda attended the meeting


A senior official of the water and power ministry said that the cost of Diamer-Bhasha dam had increased by $700 million because of the proposed redesigning to counter seismic risks. Another 18-22 per cent cost increase would take the total estimated project cost to $8.5 billion, he said, quoting new Wapda figures that were presented in the meeting.

He said the project’s original estimated cost was $6.7 billion in 2004 under the feasibility report. Taking an average annual cost escalation of six per cent, the project’s total cost would be $8.5 billion by December 2008 when it would be offered for tendering. The minister for water and power Liaqat Ali Jatoi who presided over the meeting, however, asked the Wapda authorities to come up with item-wise details of the cost increase, because a different case had been submitted to the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank for financing to justify expansion in the project portfolio. He also asked the Wapda to submit a report on engineering design and comparative cost estimate for further review.


Some officials questioned the cost increase, saying that the prices of construction material, like cement and sand and fuel had gone down in the recent months and the only item that had become expensive was steel and iron that had little role in dam construction. They feared that the final project cost might cross $10 billion by 2016, including the cost of interest on loans.


Wapda officials informed the meeting that Wapda had circulated the feasibility study of the Akhori dam.

The meeting was also informed that Sindh and the NWFP voiced serious reservations about the project and the contents of the feasibility study and implementation strategy of the dam. Wapda said that it had already given its response in writing and re-circulated the feasibility report.


The minister told the Wadpa authorities that objections, counter-objections and correspondence would not resolve the issue, instead interaction was needed to create harmony and understanding among the federating units. He directed Wapda and the water and power ministry to negotiate with the two provinces to settle the issue. They were asked to submit a report in 15 days so that work on the dam’s engineering design could begin as soon as possible.

The meeting decided to set up an exclusive environmental assessment and resettlement cell for the Bhasha dam project, including an independent expert and a senior officer concerned from Wapda. The meeting was informed that pace of work was on schedule and the infrastructure design activity was proceeding satisfactorily.


The meeting was given a detailed presentation on importing 1000MW of electricity from Iran ahead of a visit of an official delegation to Tehran on April 6. The meeting was informed that 39MW of electricity was already being imported from Iran in Balochistan’s coastal areas.

An agreement for the import of 1,000MW power from Iran had already been signed for delivery to commence in 2009.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-3, 31/03/2007)

APRIL

Rates of water tankers’ trip raised
KARACHI, March 31: Owners of private water tankers have announced an increase of Rs150 to Rs200 in the price of a single trip.


Price of a single water tank till March 15 was up to Rs400. The price of brackish water is, however, low. A single trip of saline water costs around Rs300 to Rs350, which is normally purchased by people belonging to the low-income group.

According to the tanker operators, they charge a single trip keeping in view the locality. Tanker operators in Orangi Town, when asked, said that the rates for developed areas were high as compared to the katchi abadis.

It was told that the price was sometimes raised due to police challans as well.


Tanker operators said that during summer water became a rare commodity and they had to pay the police and other officials for filling the tankers.
A number of these operators, however, suggested setting up of government hydrants from where they could obtain water at a fixed rate and then only would be in a position to supply the same at a reasonable rate to the masses as there would be no involvement of police in the entire process.

(Dawn-18, 01/04/2007)

New KWSB MD

KARACHI, April 3: The Additional Chief Secretary Local Government Sindh Ghulam Arif Khan has been appointed as Managing Director (MD) Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), said a well-placed source. He will assume charge of his office on May 7.


The present KWSB Managing Director Brigadier Iftikhar Haider will complete his three year tenure as MD of the board on May 7. He is expected to be repatriated to Pakistan Army. This scribe’s repeated efforts to contact Brigadier Iftikhar Haider went in vain and he could not be contacted.


Mr Ghulam Arif Khan is the first civilian to be given charge as MD KWSB after 1994. He is a BS-20 officer with 36 years of experience in local government. He has also served as Special Secretary Local Government, Special Secretary Housing, Project Director Sindh Rural Development Board; ADB, Project Director Orangi Town and Director Katchi Abadies, besides other senior and important positions.

(Dawn-17, 04/04/2007)

KWSB gets non-army MD after 12 yrs


KARACHI: For the first time in 12 years, a civilian has been appointed the managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB). He will be the twelfth person to head the water board. 

The government of Sindh issued a notification Tuesday that Local Government Additional Chief Secretary Ghulam Arif had been transferred and appointed the new MD to replace Brigadier Iftikhar Haider who leave office on April 23.
Haider was appointed the eleventh KWSB MD on May 8, 2004 for the duration of three years. Arif confirmed his appointment on the phone with Daily Times but said that he was not in a position to comment on it before he had a meeting with the city nazim which is expected to take place within a couple of days. 


Sources in the water board said that the new managing director would be immediately faced with the challenge of maintaining the high-stream of ongoing development projects. Of particular importance would be the projects under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme which are in full swing and involve billions of rupees.


Part of the challenge will be the shifting and relocation of underground water and sewage lines for the construction of these new corridors. In addition to this, new networks are being laid.

The outgoing MD achieved the target of the K-III Project (to provide an additional 100 million gallons of water daily to Karachi) and completed the project three months before its stipulated date last year. The new MD would have to accelerate the work on the K-IV project. However, sources added that the S-3 (related to sewerage) project would be another massive challenge for the new managing director. 


After the establishment of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board in 1983 five MDs were appointed from the army and six were civilians. 

· Zakir Ali Khan (Feb 1983 to July 1986) 

· Abdul Qayyum Siddiqi (July 1986 to June 1988) 

· A. K. Qazi (June 1988 to Nov 1990) 

· Abdul Baqi Siddiqi (Nov 1990 to May 1994) 

· Badrul Hassan Siddiqi (May 1994 to Feb 1995) 

· Brigadier Mansoor Ahmed (Feb 1995 to Dec 1999) 

· Brigadier Muhammad Behram Khan (Jan 2000 to Aug 2002) n Brigadier (retd) Sardar Javed Muhammad Ashraf (Aug 2002 to Aug 2003) 

· Brigadier Asif Ghazli (September 2003 to March 2004) 

· Shahid Saleem (March 2004 to May 2004) 

· Brigadier Iftikhar Haider (May 2004 to date)

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 04/04/2007)

Rs20m water line project opened
KARACHI: April 7: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said on Friday that the water and sewerage related problems of Baldia Town would be resolved on a permanent basis within a few months.

Speaking at the groundbreaking ceremony to lay a new waterline for the residents of union councils of 6, 7 and 8 Baldia Town from Hub reservoir, he said Rs90 million was being spent on installing new water and sewerage infrastructures in Baldia Town.


The 6,200-feet long and 16-inch diameter pipeline is being laid down from Hub Reservoir at an estimated cost of Rs20 million and will be completed in six months.

After its completion, all of Baldia Town will receive water for 28 hours after every 48 hours.


Elaborating the details, he said the work to supply water in UCs 2, 3, 5, 7 at an estimated cost of more than Rs20 million continues while a new line is being laid in Gulshan-i-Ghazi at an estimated cost of Rs30 million.


A sewerage infrastructure in UC 5, Saeedabad is also being laid for the first time with 8, 12 and15-inch diameter pipeline at an estimated cost of Rs17.5 million, while a 36-inch diameter trunk sewer is being laid in UCs 1, 2, 3 and 4 for sewerage at a cost of Rs17.5 million. These projects will be completed in few months.

He said in all four industrial zones of the city, projects of water and sewerage worth Rs4.5 billion will be completed in the current year.

Additional Vice Chairman of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board Muhammad Moin Khan, MPA Idrees Siddiqui, Town Nazim Kamran Akhtar, and others were present on the occasion.

(Dawn-18, 08/04/2007)

Contaminated water

IT IS distressing that almost a quarter of a million children in the country die of waterborne diseases every year. Consumed by people in both urban and rural areas, contaminated water accounts for some 80 per cent of all illnesses in the country. This is not surprising given that pollution of our rivers and waterways by industrial effluents and pesticides is widespread and that underground water is often laced with arsenic that is dangerously above internationally accepted safety levels. Also worrisome is that manufacturers of bottled water, generally considered a safe alternative, often tap underground reserves that could be contaminated. The government recently promised that the country would have clean drinking water by March 2008. But judging by the current state of affairs, the target will be difficult to realise. In fact, there is good reason to fear that the millennium development goal of halving the number of people without access to potable water by 2015 will elude Pakistan, where efforts to provide clean water are not keeping pace with the growing population.


Unfortunately, despite possessing national environmental legislation and a drinking water policy, the government has failed to turn the situation around. There has been little implementation of laws (like penalising industrial units contributing to the pollution of water resources) because the government lacks the will to do so. What is equally disappointing is the public apathy on this score. Statistics showing thousands of children dying from totally preventable illnesses does not seem to move the masses who appear to have accepted contaminated water as a part of life. Such an attitude has led to even more complacency on the part of the government. A difference can be made if motivated organisations and individuals join hands to highlight an issue that deserves immediate attention.

(Dawn-7, 09/04/2007)
Project cost overruns —a common practice
THE estimated cost of Diamer-Bhasha dam, according to a Wapda official, has further swelled by $2.06 billion- from $6.5 billion to $8.56 billion- due to the price escalation factor and the revised seismic design of the project.


Earlier the ministry had been told that Wapda had worked out a $1 billion increase in the project .Similarly, the contract cost of Gomal Zam Dam, one of the nine ‘priority’ water sector projects approved in 2001 under the government's Water Vision 2025 programme, had been raised from Rs4.388 billion to Rs10 billion.


Pakistan is justifiably proud of its outstanding achievement in building the Indus Basin Replacement Works. In the intervening years, the quality of project implementation has declined substantially and the quality of project implementation is poor. Today, implementation of water sector projects is characterised by inefficiencies, completion delays and time and cost overruns. Factors that affect implementation include: defective planning and management, litigation over land acquisition, non-compliance with agreed resettlement and rehabilitation programmes, neglect of environmental issues, delays in procurement and preparation of accounts and carrying out audits, and the lack of preparation for transition from construction to operations.

Diamer-Bhasha Dam: The reason for increase of the project cost is that it is located in the seismic zone of the Asian tectonic plates and Wapda is setting up a micro-seismic network to record seismic activity, specifically near the dam site. Though scheduled for completion by 2015, the authorities recently announced that the project would be completed in 2016.


The land acquisition for the project has already been completed, utilising an allocation of Rs67 billion made by the government sometime in September last year for the purpose, including the compensation for re-settlement of the displaced population. At present a number of geologists and civil engineers are busy at the dam's site for investigations and preparation of updated feasibility study and detailed engineering design by the Lahmeyer International GmbH of Germany, which was declared blacklisted last year by the World Bank.


The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development had blacklisted Lahmeyer, after found guilty of bribery on a World Bank project in Lesotho. Consequently, the Lahmeyer stands debarred, effective November 03, 2006, from award of any World Bank-financed contract, anywhere in the world, for a period of seven years..


Entrusting project design and its construction supervision to a company blacklisted by the World Bank is likely to have many far-reaching adverse implications. All the donor financing agencies, including ADB and others, generally follow the World Bank decision on corruption related matters.


The increase in the contract cost of the Diamer-Bhasha dam appears to be questionable for a number of reasons.. First, that feasibility consultants initially formulated a database containing 863 instrumentally recorded earthquakes of magnitude four or more in a radius of 200 kilometres of the project area from 1927 to 2001 then why did they not included the financial cost of micro- seismic network to record seismic activity? Secondly, if the price of construction material goes up, then how can $2.06 billion sufficient be for the forthcoming years?


Gomal Zam dam: The increase in the cost of the dam has apparently been done on the demand of the Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) as a precondition for resuming work on the dam, which was abandoned in 2004 by the Chinese firm M/s CWHEC after the kidnapping and subsequent murder of one of their engineers. Being built on the river Gomal in the South Waziristan Agency, the project should have been completed by June 2006, but the interruption in work has resulted in the cost going up from Rs4.388 billion to Rs10 billion. 


Official say that the contract cost has increased because the prices of construction material have gone up since 2002. The September 2004 monthly report, which was the last month of working of the Chinese company, says that 98 per cent work has been completed on design and services, 16 per cent work on dam and spillway, 14.4 per cent work on the main canal and irrigation system, two per cent work on distributaries and 23.6 per cent work on transmission line. However, it is not clear whether the amount of money already spent by the Chinese is now included in the calculation of the total cost. Incidentally, Gomal Zam Dam was the first water sector project to have been conceived according to the European construction standards despite the discrepancy that exists between the prices of construction materials in European countries and Pakistan.


Here again the increase in the contract cost of the Gomal Zam dam appears to be questionable on a number of counts. First, the hike in the prices of construction materials during the last two or three years does not justify such a hefty cost revision.


Second, the Chinese firm had already completed a significant portion of the project before it abandoned it in 2004. Third, despite FWO's acknowledged excellence in project execution, it would amount to stretching things rather too far to equate it, even implicitly, with the internationally recognised expertise of China. If the Chinese company had found it feasible to undertake the project for Rs4.388 billion till 2006, then why should the same project be handed over to the FWO for Rs10 billion, particularly when a sizeable portion of it has already been completed? Unfortunately, cost overruns amounting to billions of rupees have become a regular part of project execution, commonly attributed to delayed execution of projects and lack of financial discipline.


With the firm idea that big projects are the best form of providing irrigation, the irrigation bureaucracy goes to great lengths to brush aside questions on the feasibility of such projects. The engineers consider such question a challenge to their competence and are often not ready for a dialogue, as they may have spent a major portion of their lives in designing and executing the project. Indeed, this bureaucracy has a vested interest in the execution of large dams due to the large funds that make rent seeking possible. As they monopolise the data concerning the project, it is extremely difficult for researchers and public interest groups to do a cost-benefit analysis of the project.


The government has been well aware for quite some time of the steep rise in the cost of irrigation and multi-purpose projects. Generally there are four important causes for cost escalation: (a) rise in prices, (b) inadequate investigation and provisions, (c) change in the scope, design, and additional requirements and (d) other causes like an increase in land rates, rehabilitation measures, paucity of funds and poor performance of equipment.


Taking note of the price indexes (wholesale price index; index for fuel, power, light and lubricants; price indexes of construction materials like cement, iron and steel; index of labour; index of unit value of imports- machinery other than electrical), the officials estimated an increase in the cost of construction due to escalation in prices. However, if we singled out then the increase in cost due to inadequate investigation and surveys as ‘one factor that has caused significant deviation from the original estimated cost of the projects. It is observed that neither sufficient time nor adequate personnel is available to prepare accurate reports, as they are always a rush for preparing the feasibility report for the decision-making authority.


Despite this chronic problem of cost overruns right from the Terbela Dam, no serious attempt was made to rectify this trend. As a result, the concerned officials began to be lax about the estimates and were concerned with somehow getting the benefit ratio. Specific problems, if any, for the projects, which are likely to be met during construction, are not discussed. Like in the case of Diamer Bhasha dam even knowing the fact the dam in a very seismic position, no action was taken in this regard earlier. It can thus be surmised that improper investigations are perhaps deliberate to ensure the clearing of project reports. The fear that a through investigation would render the project cost higher than the stipulated percentage, acted against a comprehensive and rigorous project plan. Once a project is cleared and enough investment made on it, it becomes easier to get the remaining money as now the concern of the funding agency is to see that the project is completed as soon as possible.

The issue of cost overrun is very important. Though the method of calculating the benefit-cost analysis ratio is itself inadequate, it could provide some basis for assessment. However, this method is totally ignored in practice. This seems to be a classic case of improper utilisation of public resources without accountability. Accountability is limited to the preparation and clearance of project documents. Once passed, in practice it seems to become irrelevant to the ultimate decisions that are taken in the field and the burden of credit by international lending institutions are left for our future generations.

(By Nusrat Khurshedi, Dawn-Economic & Business Review, Page-IV, 09/04/2007)

Rs30m project launched

Islanders to get potable water in nine months
KARACHI, May 8: City Nazim Mustafa Kamal on Tuesday performed the groundbreaking of Rs30 million project to supply water to the inhabitants of three islands – Baba, Bhit and Salehabad – near the Karachi coast.

The estimated timeframe for completion of the project is nine months after which over 60,000 residents and fishermen living on the islands for the past 300 years will get 0.5 million gallon daily water.


The nazim maintained that the islands did not fall in the jurisdiction of the city government but considering hardship to the residents, he directed to launch the project and complete it at the earliest.

The city nazim announced that the city government would also set up a model school and a college on the islands.


Unfolding the details of the project, he said two 12km-long pipelines of 10-inch-diametre each will proceed to Baba Island from where the two lines will proceed towards Bhit and Salehabad Islands.

Seven kilometre portion of the lines would be under seawater, he said adding that a firm having expertise in such projects has been hired for the consultancy of the project.

The city nazim said that the connection for the two lines would be provided from the Gulbai Pumping Station near PAF Masroor Base and special PE pipe will be used in the project so that seawater could not cause any damage to them for the next 50 years.


Mr Kamal said the islanders who had never thought of having water in their taps would get drinking water within a short span of time.


Nearly 60,000 inhabitants of these islands had to bring water from Keamari through boats and the locals had to buy this water according to their requirement, he explained. “When we were informed of the hardships being faced by the residents in getting drinking water, we instantly decided to give water to them,” he added.

The nazim maintained that the city government was serving all areas of the metropolis without any discrimination.

(Dawn-18, 09/05/2007)

Two weeks and still no water


KARACHI: Hundreds of residents in different parts of the city are still facing an acute water shortage. Since the last two weeks, unannounced and lengthy power breakdowns as well as mismanagement by the water distribution system has resulted in chaos.


The worst affected areas are Anwar-e-Ibrahim, Bagh-e-Malir Block A and Usman Town in Shah Faisal Town, where residents have been deprived of a smooth supply of potable water. 


The residents complained that they had earlier requested the town nazim to increase the water quota for their residential areas, which comprises hundreds of houses, as the existing three-inch diameter pipeline was not sufficient to cater to their needs. 


“Two weeks have passed, neither the town administration nor the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board has taken any initiative to maintain a smooth water supply. Almost all houses in these societies are forced to purchase water from tankers, which not only our affects our budget but also forces us to use contaminated water,” said Rana Sardar Ali, a resident of Usman Town. 


The Zone I Chief Engineer of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Imran Asif, talking to Daily Times said that the town has enough water, however, unannounced power breakdowns cause an interruption in the water supply. “We have a comprehensive schedule of water distribution for the township through four pumping stations located in different parts of the area. The pumping stations are located in Kokharapar, Jamia Milla in Milar and Shah Faisal Colony No 3 and 4,” he said.

He added that pumping machines failed to operate due to frequent power breakdowns and therefore, a meeting with KESC concerned officials has been planned Monday (today) at the town nazim’s office. “We have requested KESC officials to change their load shedding timing so that a smooth supply of water can be maintained and inconveniences for area residents can be nullified”, he mentioned.


Responding to a question regarding the operation of a new hydrant as announced by KWSB, he said that the existing pumping station in Shah Faisal Colony No. 4 has been developed as a town hydrant, with the newly installed motors tested and ready for operation after the closure of Jamia Millia hydrant. 


However, the residents of union council 2, Baldia Town, are also deprived of clean water as most of the area lacks proper infrastructure. “The city government should consider the problems faced by residents. We have to purchase water from different vendors. In the inner-parts of the area, the mafia charges Rs 100 for one hour of water supply whereas the fee for outer areas is Rs 60. They are able to do this by using illegal water connections obtained from nearby areas,” Rizwan Khanzada, a resident of the area, said. 


Furthermore, various other localities including Buffer Zone, different sectors of New Karachi and Frontier Colony in Site Town are also facing water shortages.

(Daily Times-B1, 09/04/2007)

KCC decision: UCs to collect water bills
KARACHI, April 9: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Monday announced a new plan for recovery of water bills and decentralisation of the dues collection system by authorising union councils to manage the affairs.

Unfolding the plan during his address in the jam-packed house of City Council here on Monday, Mr Kamal said that under the new system, every union council would have a separate bureau, headed by an ‘inspector’, with responsibility of water bills collection from consumers. He told the house that each bureau would use a completely computerised system with data of all households falling in its respective jurisdiction.


Regarding the revenues, the city nazim said that 75 per cent of the total revenues would be retained by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board whereas 20 per cent would be kept by the UC and the remaining five by the town concerned.

He expressed the confidence that the new system would help end corruption in the process of recovery, adding that the inspector showing distinguishing performance would suitably rewarded. He hoped that all members of the council would extend their full cooperation in making the plan a success. He, however, did not give a precise date for the implementation of the plan or how would the arrears of defaulters be recovered.


Earlier, Naib City Nazim Nasreen Jalil presided over the City Council session when it resumed at 3:35pm on Monday.

When the city nazim was invited to make the announcement, the treasury members welcomed him but opposition members, led by Saeed Ghani, stood up and drew the chair’s attention to the electricity crisis in the metropolis over the past couple of weeks.


Ms Jalil tried to soothe opposition members by saying that the power crisis was a very important issue and would definitely be discussed on the floor of the house but some other day as the order of the day specifically mentioned announcement of the plan by the city nazim. Her argument cast no impact on the opposition members who insisted on taking up the issue first.


Ignoring their insistence and uproar, the city nazim went on to unveil his plan and receive applause from the treasury side.

Treasury leader Masood Mehmood also tried to calm down the agitating members but in vain.


During his speech, Mr Kamal advised the opposition to shun the practice of ‘opposition for the sake of opposition’ and let the Haq Parast leadership to continue with its service to the people without any discrimination. He cited the ongoing development schemes, including those being executed in Lyari and Gadap towns.

He also spoke of a Rs800 million package for various uplift projects in Lyari, and informed the house that 35 per cent work on the Lyari Expressway project had been completed.


The city nazim pointed out that laying of pipelines in the K-3 water supply project had been delayed by a petition filed in the high court, which had since rejected it after going through the facts provided by the respondents.

He held Pakistan People’s Party leaders responsible for the obstacles created in the way of the execution of the project, regretting that a delay of three months had been caused. He claimed he could prove that the person who had filed the petition belonged to the PPP.


The city nazim told the people of Lyari Town that now they could easily recognise their friends and foes and realise who were actually responsible for the lingering problem of water shortage and the failure to resolve it. He reiterated the pledge that Haq Parast Group would remain firm in resolving the issue despite all odds.


The nazim’s remarks against PPP provoked many opposition members who reacted strongly and stood up on their seats to challenge his claims. The treasury members responded in a same manner, creating a rumpus.


Amid pandemonium, the nazim remained steadfast, maintaining that he had answered to what had been asked to him.

The chair repeatedly asked the agitating members to calm down and maintain decorum of the house but the rumpus continued with both the sides raising full-throat slogans. The city nazim had to cut short his speech and the presiding officer announced adjournment of the session till Tuesday.

(By Latif Baloch, Dawn-17, 10/04/2007)

Practising what you preach

“We care about every drop of water,” is the motto of the public potable water facility inaugurated by the Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC) at Beach Avenue last Friday.

Contrary to what the message conveys, water can be seen all over the service lane in front of one of the water purification plants on Beach Avenue. The water spill has occurred due to the water overflow from the tank.

A CBC official, when contacted in this regard, had no clue as to why the water overflowed and spread. However, he said that he would look into the matter. Upon investigation, it was learnt that the floor was broken from one corner from where it joins the water tankís wall while the wall has also been partially soaked with water.


It may be mentioned here that around 14 water purification plants have been installed at different areas of Defence Housing Authority (DHA). CBC has installed these water plants in order to facilitate the general masses, as they would be able to get potable water free of cost. However, one would likely find it locked if the plants are approached at any time in a day other than the four designated hours, i.e. from 10am to 12noon and 6pm to 8pm.

(By Aisha Masood ,The News-14, 10/04/2007)

Decentralised system for water, sewerage bills

City Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced the introduction of a decentralised system for collecting bills of water and sewerage services at union council level with incentives for the new collection authorities. 

Addressing a session of the City District Council on Monday, he said that the introduction of new decentralised system would facilitate water consumers in getting their water-related issues resolved at the grassroots-level, as well as benefiting the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) in substantially enhancing its revenue collections. He said the implementation on the new decentralised system had already been started. 


The city Nazim delivered his speech at the city council amid serious uproar of opposition members who were perturbed over new water bill collection system and also on certain remarks of the Nazim over water supply initiatives for the Lyari Town. 


Mustafa Kamal announced that 20 per cent of the amounted collected under the new billing system would be given to the union council concerned, which would ensure and facilitate its collection under its precincts whereas five per cent of the collected amount would be given to the town concerned. He said the UCs concerned would be authorised to spend its share in the collected revenue amount on various development projects. 

He said the water and sewerage board’s inspectors who will be deputed at the UC-level would also be given meaningful financial incentives for ensuring maximum bill collection in the area of their jurisdiction. 


He said the KWSB was in dire need of maximising its revenue through an efficient bill collection system in order to meet its recurring expenditures, spending on development and renovation projects and paying off its debts to other civic agencies. 

He said the traditional system of water bill collection had been proved useless for generating revenue. He said that in the traditional system of bill collection, the revenue generation by the KWSB could not exceed over 30 per cent of the payable billing amount.  He said that owing to accumulation of outstanding bills over a period of 10 years, the KWSB was facing a major financial deficit to the tune of Rs 2.7 billion on annual basis against recurring expenditure of Rs 4.5 billion. 


The City Nazim said that water boardís offices for bill issuance and related matters would be established at the UC-level and in this connection every union council administration in the city would be asked to provide space and infrastructure for setting up new offices for facilitating the public. On the issue of severe electricity crises in the city, Mustafa Kamal said that the city government had been putting utmost pressure on the KESC’s management to ensure uninterrupted power supply. 

On the issue of water supply situation in Lyari Town, he said that 35 per cent work of the project of bulk supply of water to Lyari had been completed and in this regard some portion of the new water pipeline had been laid out along the under-construction Lyari Expressway project.


He said the people of Lyari should know who were their friend and their foe and which political party and leadership was working in their best interests. The city council members on opposition benches took serious exception to the city Nazim’s views on the Lyari development projects and policies and shouted slogans against what they termed highly biased and politicised perception and policies of the Nazim regarding the uplift of Lyari.

(The News-14, 10/04/2007)

Nazim addresses city council session, announces new water bill-collection policy


KARACHI: The water-billing system in all 178 union councils (UCs) will be computerized to increase revenue for the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), City Nazim Mustafa Kamal announced during a special city council session on Monday. Twenty percent of the amount collected will be given to the UCs, while five percent would go to the town nazim concerned, Kamal said.


The session was chaired by City Naib Nazim, Nasreen Jalil. Kamal also addressed the session, amidst much noise and uproar by the opposition members. The city nazim said that the KWSB is one of the major departments in the city. He mentioned that the department received only 25 percent of payments annually as the city lacks a payment culture. "Presently, the expenditure of KWSB is Rs 4.5 billion, whereas the revenue is only Rs 2.7 billion. We want to improve the payment culture and enhance the ratio of payments for water bills," he said.


He said that the city government is taking this initiative on its own so that it is able to centralize the entire system and benefit the citizens. He added that the city government has been striving hard, without any discrimination, to serve all citizens as all steps in the last one and half year have affected all parts of the city. 


Elaborating on the details of new water bill policy, the nazim said that the KWSB inspectors and sub-inspectors on town level will also benefit as they shall be granted non-wage incentives. The nazim also instructed all UC nazims to motivate their area's residents to clear all outstanding bills, after KWSB bills have been distributed and KWSB inspectors and sub-inspectors have created a list of defaulters. 

He also asked all nazims to allocate space in their offices for the KWSB's billing staff so that they are able to perform their duties perfectly. "All UC offices will be provided a computer to issue duplicate bills on the requests of area residents", he added.


Responding a question regarding the poor performance of KESC, the nazim said that they are the worst affected by the load shedding, besides the citizens, as they had to hold a number of meetings with the high-ups of KESC to resolve the issue. "We are responsible to provide all civic facilities to the citizens of Karachi and we are 'real representatives' of the city as we have to address the problems lingering in the city", he said. 


Saeed Ghani, opposition leader in the city council, said the city government should depute sanitary workers and KWSB staff to repair broken pipelines as well as depute staff to distribute bills. He alleged that the city government asks their unit and sector offices to perform sanitary work in respective areas but asks UC nazims to collect water payments. Ghani also mentioned that in Jamshed Town and Gulshan-e-Iqbal Town, the respective town nazims had transferred secretaries of four opposition UCs and also seized their bank accounts. Ghani said this problem should be resolved urgently. He said these actions were against the claims made by the city nazim that they serve all UCs without any discrimination. However, Masood Mehmood, from treasury benches, said the secretaries of UC 4, 5, 6 and 7 were transferred due to their poor performance, which had resulted in complaints from the town nazim. He added that two new secretaries had already been posted, whereas the remaining two would be posted soon. 


Mehboobur Rehman, member of the opposition, criticized that they had not been informed about the nazim's address to the session and they had also not been taken into confidence as regards to the new billing policy. He added that in different parts of the Keamari Town, the majority of the water quota is utilized by the Karachi Port Trust and Pakistan Navy, thus leaving few water for the area residents. He urged for immediate action to rectify this matter.

City nazim, while replying to a question regarding the water supply project in Lyari Town, said the workers of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) were behind the delay in the project as the city government had decided to complete the project in record four month period.

After the city nazim's remarks on PPP workers, the opposition members began to chant slogans against the city government and demanded the city nazim to withdraw his comments.


Earlier, the city naib nazim had asked the house if it had any resolution to move into the council, it should submit the resolution in her office at least one day prior to the session, so that she could consider it thoroughly. 


Ghani commented that the members of the opposition had submitted various resolutions in the city naib nazim's office but unfortunately not one of them was presented in the session. He also demanded a debate on the frequent and lengthy power breakdowns by KESC as well as on the water shortage issue.

When the convener disallowed Ghani's request for a debate, the opposition members again created uproar and chanted slogans. 


Abdul Razzaq, nazim of UC 4, Metroville Site Town, on a point of order, said that he guarantees the collection of 95 percent of payments in his jurisdiction, however there was no mention about the outstanding dues pertaining to the 20 percent collection obtained.


Razzaq also asked the city nazim to intervene in the matter of kidnappings for ransom, as Razzaq noted that such cases were on the rise. 

The city naib nazim adjourned the session till April 10.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 10/04/2007)

7 fall victim to subsoil water

KARACHI, April 14: Seven persons, including a minor girl, have fallen ill with the use of contaminated water in various localities of SITE Town while many other areas have been facing acute shortage of water for the last many days.Residents in Union Council No 7 of the SITE Town said the localities were getting sewage-mixed water which, they said, was causing various diseases. They said seven persons were admitted to the hospitals in serious condition. Despite repeated complaints lodged with the water board officials, no action had been taken to resolve the issue.

They warned that people would take to streets and hold demonstrations if the issue was not resolved immediately.


Inhabitants of the areas said announcements were being made on loudspeakers asking them to avoid use of water, as it was unfit for human consumption.


The complainants said the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board staff in the area were holding the KESC responsible stating that load-shedding was the main cause for short supply. The area residents asked the authorities concerned to take notice of the situation and solve the problem.


KWSB Chief Engineer at SITE Town, when contacted, said he was not aware about water contamination. However, he said the problem would be solved on priority basis. About the shortage of water, he said there was a technical problem and KWSB staff was making efforts to solve it as soon as possible. He asked water consumers to avoid misuse of water.

Reports of water shortage were also received from North Karachi, Landhi Bilal Colony, Bhitai Colony, Orangi Town Islam Chowk, L-Block, PECHS and Akhtar Colony.

(Dawn-18, 15/04/2007)

Fixing the price of water
IS water a really scarce commodity? Is it in short supply when we don’t count the vast quantities available in the oceans? Is the supply of fresh water falling behind its availability by such large amounts that a global crisis is imminent? Or is the problem — if there is one — that of increasing demand and careless use?


How serious is the situation in Pakistan? If it is so serious that water experts have begun to list the country among the world’s “water-stressed” states, what are the public policy options available to Pakistan?

I began answering some of these questions in this space last week. Today my focus will be on the areas important for consideration by those responsible for making public policies.


For some time now economists as well as water management experts have believed that they had fairly definitive answers to the questions I posed above. For instance, in 1995, Ismail Seragelddin, then my colleague at the World Bank and then considered to be one of the most informed authorities on the subject of water, worked strenuously to get the institution both of us worked for to focus on water. He wanted some of the World Bank’s formidable financial and analytical resources to be committed to developing water resources and to increasing the understanding about its efficient use.

In order to draw the attention of the Bank’s senior management towards the issue of water, he made a dour prediction that “the wars of the next century will be about water”.


That prediction mercifully did not come true. Research shows that most conflicts about water happened within countries, not between them. The World Business Council for Sustainable Development in its recently released report, ‘Business in the World of Water,’ says that in the past half century only 37 disputes concerning water involved violence. Of these 30 were between Israel and one of its several Arab neighbours. However, there were several serious disputes within countries. Among these the disputes involving Pakistan’s provinces figure prominently.


Inter-provincial quarrels about the distribution of water have kept serious state investments from taking place in Pakistan. They have also made it difficult for the country’s political masters to make provinces somewhat more autonomous in the areas that are their responsibility under the Constitution. Water disputes, in other words, have not only prevented the policymakers from addressing the problem with the analytical clarity it deserves, they have affected the quality of relations among governments at different levels.

Most experts agree that Pakistan needs a well thought-out strategy to save itself from a serious water crisis. This strategy must have several elements that nicely complement one another. It should deal not only with the important question of storing water that currently runs into the sea unused. It must also devise policies aimed at the better utilisation of water that is available from the current storage. Such a comprehensive approach has been endorsed by a number of multinational agencies now occupied with the question of water.


In its second ‘Water Development Report,’ the United Nations says that insufficiency in the availability of water is primarily caused by inefficient supply – mismanagement, prevalence of corruption, lack of institutions, bureaucratic inertia, inappropriate pricing policies or low investment – rather than actual shortages. The problem would not be solved by simply making large investments in dealing with the issue of supply.


For a decade or so – from the mid-eighties to the late nineties – the favoured approach towards managing the water crisis in developing countries was to place trust in private institutions. This approach was tried extensively in Latin America when, following the decision to privatise the assets owned by the state, a number of water utilities were acquired by European companies.


I visited one of these companies in the Spanish city of Barcelona in 1996 where I saw an impressive display of management tools that could be used to cut down on waste and thus increase the amount of water available in large municipal systems. The company had developed a business model that relied more on management than on new investments to make it possible for even the poorest segments of the population to gain access to good quality water. I saw a computer programme that could detect leakages in any part of the system thus preventing a great deal of waste.

The company believed that it could save the Latin American cities a great deal of financial burden that would result from large investments in increasing supply by introducing such modern management practices. The company put this belief into practice by successfully bidding for some public utilities when they became available under the various programmes of privatisation launched in the continent in the 1980s.


It soon discovered that what worked in the cities of the developed world could not be easily implemented in developing nations. This was mostly because of the unwillingness on the part of political authorities to put appropriate pricing policies in place. As a recent review of this experience puts it, “faced with significant political and economic risks, multinationals such as Suez, Thames Water and Veolia pulled back from big investments in Asia, Africa and Latin America in recent years.”


If the expertise needed for better management of water supplies cannot be imported through privatisation, what other options are available to policymakers in the developing world? I don’t believe developing countries’ societies are quite ready to entrust the supply of water to private companies who have to keep the bottom line in front of them in managing any part of their business.


In the case of water, as the experience in Latin America shows, making water a profitable business for the private sector means increasing tariffs to the point where it becomes a serious public issue.

If the full price of water cannot be charged then there must be some element of subsidy included in the structure of tariffs. However, that imposes a burden on cash-strapped governments such as those in Pakistan. To keep subsidies within limits, it is important to first educate the public about the important issue of pricing of water. Water is seldom priced as a scarce resource; it is usually treated as an infinitely available commodity. Like all free or cheap commodities, it is used mercilessly and wastefully. For a long time people thought that this resource could not possibly get exhausted. But then the evidence of misuse began to become visible.


As one observer puts it: “But the paradox is that poor people in slums pay much more for their water than the rich in the spacious air-conditioned villas of the same cities. The water sellers of Nairobi can charge between two and 20 Kenyan shillings for up to 20 litres of water. Rich people in developing countries, by contrast, have water services subsidised by the government.”


Nairobi is not unique in this respect. Exactly the same situation exists in Karachi where the poor pay multiple times more for water purchased from vendors compared to what is charged from the rich by the public utility company. The most effective way of dealing with this situation is to entrust the accountability of public utility to the people’s elected representatives. This should be done by the local governments who should then let the question of prices and subsidies be decided by commissions set up for this purpose that have citizens represented on them.


The question of pricing of water and appropriate subsidies extends beyond the urban areas and should include the countryside. It should also take into consideration the use of water that goes beyond drinking to other uses. Water scarcity also results in increasing social costs, paid by the most vulnerable segments of the population. In most rural societies, women are responsible for fetching water; as it becomes scarce, the distance they must cover and the time they must spend increase.
This has an effect on their health and the well-being of their families. In more difficult situations, women fetching water take their daughters with them thus keeping them out of school. Bringing the supply of water closer to the points of consumption saves women time they can spend on improving the welfare of their families.


“Water accounting” for deciding on the pattern of agricultural production as well as the products produced by the manufacturing sector is a relatively new undertaking. It reveals some surprising findings. For instance, some analysts argue that the pattern of exports from many developing to developed countries is, in effect, the export of water from water-short countries to those that have an abundant supply of water.


A few examples will help to underscore this important point. About 13 litres of water go into the production of a tomato, 70 litres into the growing of an apple. Cotton requires vast amounts of water – according to one estimate “about 11,000 litres of water go into making a single pair of jeans”. This kind of analysis leads to some obvious questions for a water-stressed country such as Pakistan. What should it produce and what should it export in order not to strain the situation of water?


That state should not mandate. It should leave the choices of production to individual producers after correcting the price of water. With the farmers and manufacturers charged appropriately to reflect the scarcity value of water – not the full price, perhaps, but one that is sufficiently high to make the producers think seriously about water as an input and not as a free good – we will see a dramatic change in the pattern of production in both agriculture and industry. The shift by the producers towards less water-intensive lines of production will help enormously in saving a great deal of investment that must otherwise be made.


As with so many other areas of public policy, the record of performance by the Pakistan government – not just by the one that is currently in office but also those that preceded it – shows that it is not well equipped to handle the water problem in a comprehensive way. One possible solution may be to appoint a “blue ribbon” commission that has the representatives of the people from the four provinces as well as experts to come up with a long-term strategy for the country to follow to save it from a serious water crisis.

(By Shahid Javed Burki, Dawn-7, 17/04/2007)

Contaminated water at NED causing diseases

Contaminated drinking water in the NED University of Engineering and Technology has allegedly infected many students with Hepatitis A, B and C but the university authorities are trying to dispel the situation claiming that some people are trying to create panic in the university for their ulterior motives.


The News talked to some students suffering from Hepatitis and they confirmed that putrid drinking water was flowing from the taps. Despite the fact that the filters are attached to the water pipes, the water has a stench and is light brown in colour. A third year student confirmed that he is infected with Hepatitis A, a water-borne disease. Three other students of his department have also been affected. According to a rough estimate the total number of affectees is 20 to 30. The student said that these filters were installed three years ago and have not been maintained properly. It is doubtful that these filters are able to make the water safe for human consumption.


The News contacted Javed Aziz Khan, Registrar of the university who said that the figure given for affected students was a gross exaggeration because the maximum number of the affected students was not more than 10. He further said that only Hepatitis A was a water-borne disease and other two ailments were caused by other reasons. “University regularly checks the water for any contamination and ensures that it is always within the safest level. At times it is 0 Coliform (unit to check the water pollution level); other times it is 05-10 and quite safe for human consumption”, he explained. Khan was adamant that it is not an epidemic and the university is taking necessary steps to discover the source of the disease. 


Dr Farzana Siddiqui, a specialist in Internal Medicine at a local hospital said that Hepatitis A is caused by contaminated water but Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C are transmitted sexually or through contamination of food. She believes that the best course of action is to check water samples carefully, begin treatment as soon as possible and study the cases of students infected by Hepatitis B and C.

(The News-19, 17/04/2007)

Contaminated water supply
KARACHI, April 17: Vice Chairman of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) MPA Mohammad Moin Khan has taken notice of the complaints of contaminated water from parts of North Karachi Town, and asked the official concerned to take immediate steps in this regard.


During a visit to pumping stations at Ajmer Nagri, Saba Cinema, 7/D and 5/C-4, he said it was responsibility of the KWSB to supply clean water to people, and asked the officials concerned to realise their responsibilities.

He, however, blamed load-shedding for the suspension of water supply or contamination of water.


He said the Karachi Electric Supply Corporation was duty-bound to ensure smooth power supply to KWSB pumping stations which, he said, should be exempted from load-shedding. He also inspected the ongoing work on the sewerage lines from the 7,000 Road to 5,000 Road.

He also asked the officials concerned to complete the work within next two days so that the residents of union councils 11, 12, and 13, North Karachi Town, did not face any sewerage problem in the future.

(Dawn-18, 18/04/2007)

KWSB intent on soul-searching
KARACHI: A lack of water in most of Karachi has remained a problem for years. But not, say city planners, as much due to a lack of supply from the source as due to prevailing corruption in the departments concerned and the mismanaged distribution system. Since the main supply of water is in the hands of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, the conclusion to be made is that it is this body which has failed to fulfil its responsibility. So it was rather a surprise when participants at a workshop were informed that the KWSB jointly with the city government had engaged to carry out a ‘feedback on service quality’ with the aim of identifying their own weaknesses in providing the utility service.


A stakeholder consultative workshop, which included representation from civil society, the media and the service utility itself was held on Wednesday to get feedback on how to bring about a sustainable water sector reform in Karachi. At the workshop was unveiled an efficient system of accountability which is titled The Citizen Report Card (CRC), a module that tracks performance and service quality of public utilities.


While the CRC is a system pioneered by the Public Affairs Centre (PAC) in Bangalore, in Karachi it is being initiated on the initiative of the KWSB and CDGK and is a part of the Water and Sanitation Programme (WSP) which is actually a technical arm of the World Bank. The programme to address the lack of accountability in the KWSB was first initiated in 2005 when Niamatullah Khan was the city mayor and the need to reform the water and sanitation sector was identified. While the project went dormant off and on over the years, recently a push was made by the provincial government and the city government with the key theme being identification of the legal aspect of accountability.


The KWSB is a civic utility service which functions on an autonomous level. However, in the devolution system implemented in 2001, the administrative head became even more unclear when the KWSB was placed under the CDGK while structurally it remained under the provincial government which had a say in its internal issues. At present, the KWSB is the main source of water supply in this entire city. The other agencies like the Defence Housing Authority and the Clifton Cantonment Board buy water in bulk from the KWSB and undertake its distribution within the areas which fall under their jurisdiction.


What currently ails the water sector in Karachi is the dilapidated pipeline network which has many seepages and which in places crosses over with the sewerage lines. So it is more the quality of water which wreaks havoc with people’s lives rather than the quantity, which is sufficient ever since the reservoir at Hub was filled in the last rains.


Reports of unhygienic water being supplied to many portions of the city have regularly featured in the media and Lyari has been receiving contaminated water for a number of years. Resultantly the area has also recorded many deaths caused by waterborne diseases. In certain areas water has been noted to be so dirty that it appears almost black. The specific areas where contaminated water has been routine occurrence include the environs of Lyari like Daryabad, Nayabad and Khadda market where residential population goes in millions and where children have been the main victims.


The second factor plaguing Karachi’s water supply is the lucrative business of water tankers or ‘bowsers’ which thrives when water supply through laid-out pipelines is closed from the main hydrant.


This same water is sold from the main hydrant to those involved in the business of selling water at high rates through their privately owned tankers. Incidentally, majority of the water hydrants in the city are owned by the Rangers. One may rightly ask what business is it of the Rangers to get involved in the water supply business? So much so that the lands around the hydrants too are now occupied/owned by the Rangers and some of these are now thriving as their residential colonies.

Since a lack of management and corruption has inflicted the citizens with water shortage and contamination issues for as long as any Karachiite can remember, it is quite a breath of fresh air that the KWSB is looking to do some soul-searching and getting consumer feedback through the Citizen’s Report Card. When it is complete, the CRC will address almost all areas of management and distribution within the KWSB.


Consultative workshops are being conducted and eventually a private surveying firm will be hired to carry out the process, maintaining neutrality. Sufficient data will be collected randomly to assess service delivery and while the CRC will question the current status of the public service, it will also look into what policies the utility should and would eventually implement to maximise benefits for the consumers.

(By Maheen A. Rashdi, Dawn-17, 19/04/2007)

Sit-in by fishermen for water

KARACHI, April 22: Fisherman community staged a demonstration and sit-in at Hawkesbay, Keamari Town, on Sunday to demand supply of adequate drinking water to their localities. They also clashed with police when the latter intervened to clear the Keamari Road which remained blocked by the sit-in for four hours.


Chanting slogans against the authorities concerned, the protesters deplored that their localities in Gabopat UC was grossly neglected in the provision of basic facilities. The demonstration was organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum.

Interestingly, the picnickers on way to Hawkesbay Beach stopped at the venue of the protest and join in the protest and many of them were seen raising slogans along with the protesters, who had come from Deh Allah Banu, Lal Bakhar, Mann, Mandiari, Chhatara and several other villages.


PFF Chairman Mohammad Ali Shah, speaking on this occasion, declared that the campaign would continue until the 300 fishermen villages of Keamari were provided with water and basic amenities.

Mubarak Singho, Nazim of UC-8 Gabopat, also addressed the protesters.

(Dawn-14, 23/04/2007)

KWSB, KESC blame each other for poor water supply
KARACHI, April 23: With the deteriorating water supply position in different parts of the city, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board officials blame the Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation for water shortage due to intermittent power suspensions while the KESC spokesman claims that all water pumping stations are exempted from load-shedding.


Water board officials said the KESC had been repeatedly requested to exempt water pumping stations from load-shedding, but to no avail. It was learnt that most of the pumping stations had no generators and the worst sufferers in case of power outage were the residents of high-rise apartments, who could neither get water through tankers nor through the lines.


No generator has been installed at hundred out of total 148 water pumping stations in the city which shows that in case of load-shedding majority of the city’s population are deprived of water. The obsolete pipelines are further adding to the miseries of public, as at least 45 per cent water is wasted due leakages even from the main trunk lines.


An insider in the KWSB said the board was facing 51 million gallon daily water shortfall, as the supply at present was 629mgd while the demand was 680mgd. It was said the situation was worsening with the change in weather.


KWSB Vice Chairman Mohammad Moin Khan, when contacted, said a meeting with KESC officials was held and the issue of load-shedding was discussed with them. He said some letters were also written to the KESC besides meeting the official concerned to exempt the water pumping stations from load-shedding.

In reply to a query, he said, “We are trying to install generators at the pumping stations and seven generators would be installed through the Siemens Pakistan by June”.

A KWSB spokesman said there was no shortage of water and the problems persisted due to power load-shedding.


The Karachi Electric Supply Corporation spokesman, when contacted, said KWSB’s pumping stations were 100 per cent exempted from load-shedding. He said there was no problem in power supply to the pumping stations, saying that the power utility had always cooperated with the KWSB in this regard.

The complaints of water scarcity are frequently received from Bhittai Colony, Akhtar Colony, old city areas, PECHS Hill Area, Mahmoodabad, Baghdadi, D.D. Chaudhry Road, Manzoor Colony, and North Karachi Water Pump Areas, and all localities of the fisherman including Daryabad, Nauabad, and adjacent areas of Mauripur.

(Dawn-19, 24/04/2007)

Fed govt to cough up Rs 3.1b in KWSB bills


KARACHI: The federal government is expected to soon pay Rs 3.1 billion in outstanding bills it owes the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Daily Times learnt Tuesday. 


The dues will be cleared within a week, sources within the KWSB said. The amount has accumulated over the past couple of years by dozens of departments working within nine major federal government ministries, including that of food, agriculture and livestock, the ministry of ports and shipping, the defence ministry, the ministry of science and technology, atomic energy, petroleum and natural resources, commerce, industries, production and special initiatives, and the ministry of finance and revenue.
A number of meetings were held between KWSB higher-ups and officials concerned in Islamabad and Karachi. “After efforts were put in by the KWSB, the city government, and the provincial government, directives have now been issued by the federal government to the finance secretary general to release the funds,” sources said. 

This money will be used to pay outstanding bills for water, sewerage, conservancy and fire services.


Water board officials believe that the KWSB’s financial troubles will be resolved once this amount is recovered, and the pace of work on all ongoing development projects in the city will be accelerated. “Projects worth Rs 16 billion are underway. They include the installation of new water and sewerage pipelines under the Tameer-e-Karachi Programme, along with the city government’s schemes to improve the existing network. Work on improving and upgrading the existing infrastructure is also in progress,” KWSB officials said.


Meanwhile, even though the water board has 1.4 million registered consumers in the city, only half of them receive bills for water utilization. The initial KWSB policy to distribute yearly water bills was changed to a monthly system recently. Despite the change, however, the KWSB currently receives only 30 to 35 percent of the total revenue. 


The policy has now been restructured again to involve union council administrations in the collection of water and sewerage tax, KWSB Chief Revenue Officer Mehmood Qadir told Daily Times. “All 178 union councils have been asked to mobilize their staff to increase the revenue for the KWSB. UC nazims will get 20 percent of the total amount collected, and the town nazim will get five percent,” he said. This, Qadir hoped, would increase the water board’s revenue in the coming months.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 25/04/2007)

Need for treatment plants

NATURAL disasters are one thing and wanton destruction quite another. It is estimated that at least 80 per cent of the raw sewage generated by Karachi is dumped untreated into the Arabian Sea. Even the rest is only partially treated, with industrial waste still very much part of the mix. This criminal negligence is inflicting untold damage on a marine ecosystem that is fighting a losing battle on several fronts at the same time. Mangrove forests, the national hatcheries of marine life, are being hacked away in the name of development, while overfishing by deep-sea trawlers is depleting fish stocks at a rapid rate. In the creeks of Sindh, the widespread use of banned fine-mesh nets, which catch juveniles along with mature stock, is playing havoc with the life-cycle of the shrimp population and disrupting the marine food chain as a whole. A harbour once teeming with crabs and other crustaceans has been reduced to a toxic swamp, so much so that even the navy is complaining. According to the commander of the Pakistan Navy, highly polluted water is causing at least Rs60 billion worth of damage annually to ships, tankers and other vessels berthed in the upper harbour and the PN dockyard.


The solution lies in not only installing additional treatment plants as quickly as possible but also in ensuring that they are fully utilised. As things stand, even the three existing plants operated by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board — incapable even at full capacity to meet the city’s needs — remain under-utilised. However, the KWSB alone cannot tackle the problem given the huge amount of industrial waste that is dumped directly into storm-water drains and the Malir and Lyari rivers. All industrial units are bound by law to install in-house treatment plants but few have done so. The rules must be enforced.

(Dawn-7, 26/04/2007)
Rangers to be relieved of water tanker duties
KARACHI, April 26: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) plans to introduce a metering system on major pipelines and will also take away the job of provision of water tankers from the rangers. This was stated by the KWSB Managing Director Brigadier (r) Iftikhar Haider at a programme organised for the launch of Karachi Water Partnership (KWP), a public-private initiative to resolve the water woes of Karachi. The programme was arranged by the Hisaar Foundation.


Elaborating upon the projects being undertaken by the board, Brig Haider said that work was being carried out to replace old pipelines and reduce water losses in the distribution system. He said that the utility would spend Rs2.5 billion to install the metering system on major pipelines so that data on supply and consumption could be maintained.


Replying to a question about the tankers’ mafia, he said the KWSB would take away the task of provision of water tankers from the rangers, and the town administrations would take over the responsibility. The tankers, he said, would be town-specific and won’t be allowed to operate from one town to another. The costly desalinated water would be sold to industries, while their water share would be provided to low-income areas.


Commending the organisers for launching the project, he urged citizens to build pressure on the government to take measures for improvement in the utility’s efficiency. Chairman Saiban and Chair KWP Advisory Council, Tasneem Siddiqui, said the concept that 40 per cent of Karachi’s population lived in slums was incorrect. In fact, he said, it was more than 50 per cent and the number was rapidly increasing. Not all of these were slums, but low-income areas.


“These people are not thieves. They pay -- illegally or legally — for every utility. In fact, they end up paying more for water, power and sewerage as compared to those living in posh areas,” he remarked, emphasising that water shortage, conservation, management, distribution and absence of having a proper tariff were major areas, which needed to be addressed.


In his recorded address, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said that the proposal for a sewerage treatment project had been sent to the federal government. Its completion would ensure that not a single drop of water goes into the sea untreated, he said. An amount of Rs4.5 billion would be spent to improve the water supply infrastructure, while two projects costing about Rs330 million would be launched for industrial zones.


During the programme a documentary was also shown, which highlighted the global problem of water scarcity and climate change. The speakers, which included Executive Secretary, Global Water Partnership Dr Emilio Gabbrielle and Chair KWP Management Group, Simi Kamal, stressed the need for collective responsibility and said that the significant water challenges being faced by the city couldn’t be overcome by the government alone. Citizens must take responsibility and save water sensibly in every day life.


About the KWP, Simi Kamal said that it was linked to the Area Water Partnership concept, developed by the Global Water Partnership. Its mission was to support the development of an environmentally-friendly Karachi, with focus on safe water, conservation and management of sewerage, industrial and solid waste. To meet these objective, she said, the KWP would interact with various stakeholders including citizens, the government, industries and civil society organisations.

(Dawn-19, 27/04/2007)

City’s precarious water supply situation highlighted

“There is a huge gap between the current supply and demand of water on the one hand, and the net supply of water to the metropolis on the other, and if we do not tackle the problem right away, our shortfall rapidly becomes much worse than it already is”, said Jawad Habib at the launch of the “Karachi Water Partnership” (KWP) at a local hotel on Thursday.

He said that the population of the city would be crossing the 32.5 million by mark by 2020 and if due measures were not adopted at this stage, it would create even more serious problems for the future. He said that the sources of water supply were not able to fulfill our demands and major available sources were drying up rapidly. He also said that there was a huge ratio shortfall in the supply by the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB). 


In a presentation on “situation analysis: Karachi water and sewerage problems and challenges faced by the city”, he said that a total 223 million gallons per day (MGD) water was lost during the process of supply. The current supply was 637 MGD and the demand was 680 MGD.


Tasneem Siddiqui, Chairman, Saiban and Chairman, KWP Advisory Council, said that the water problem could not be resolved without involving the public at large. 

He emphasised that all union councils and towns must get the allocated water supply to fulfill their requirements. 

He also clarified that all Katchi Abadis were not illegal and almost 50 per cent of the total population were in informal settlements. They paid more than any other for the utilities and services they consumed. 


Brig Iftikhar Haider, Managing Director, KW&SB, and one of the panelists said that the government should warn the department to run the business properly. Talking about the departmental measures, he said that the City District Government, Karachi, was working on a proposal to take back the authority of water supply through water tankers from the Rangers and all towns would provided the tankers facility to provide water in case of shortage.


The MD also said that old water pipelines were the main reason of the shortfall in the supply and as an alternate the department was working on the proposal of desalination technology, which was an expensive but best available solution to the problem. He also said that department needed Rs5 billion to run its affairs properly but the irony was that they just received Rs2 billion from the collections. 


Simi Kamal, chairperson of Hisaar Foundation and the KWP Management Group, in her presentation, said that the vision of KWP was a Karachi with safe and sufficient water recourses for all essential purpose. 

She added KWP believed that the significant water challenges facing the city could only be overcome by the government, civil society, and industry working in unison. 


Emilio Gabbrielle, Executive Secretary, Global Water Partnership (GWP) appreciated the idea and stated that such steps would help in reducing water-borne diseases in the city and it could be extended in to more cities.


The KWP is an initiative of Hisaar Foundation, also a part of the family of institutions initiated by the GWP, for promoting Integrated Water Recourses Management (IWRM). 


The City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal is his special video recorded massage stated that they had requested the federal government for the approval of Rs88 billion for the project, which could be used in treating the water and it would help them in overcoming on the current ratio, which is only 90 MGD treated whereas 400 MGD water directly goes to rivers and ocean.  He added that over Rs16 billion were invested in laying new water pipelines across the city and the network of old pipelines were being changed.


The chief guest, Mohammad Hussain Khan, provincial minister local government for Katchi Abadies and spatial development agreed with the KWP’s partnership concept and model. 


Earlier, a short film on the water issue by Sarwar Mushtaq was screened. 

New Karachi Town was selected as the first one where the KWP would build its partnership model over the next two years.

(By M Zeeshan Azmat, The News-14, 27/04/2007)

$17bn sought for dams
ISLAMABAD, April 27: Pakistan on Friday sought $17 billion from international lenders for the construction of Diamer-Bhasha, Kalabagh and Akhori dams by 2016 to avert flood, drought and energy crisis.

"By 2010, Pakistan will be among the most water-stressed countries, with less than 1000 cubic metre per capita water availability," said Wapda Chairman Tariq Hameed. He urged development partners to give priority to Pakistan’s irrigation and storage infrastructure.


Water and Power Minister Liaquat Ali Jatoi, who presided over a session on "Water, Power and Prosperity" of the Pakistan Development Forum, appealed to bilateral lenders and international financial institutions, including the World Bank, ADB and IDB, to come forward and provide funding for big reservoirs so that people in the country could benefit from cheap electricity and food.

He said the electricity demand had swelled to 10 per cent in the country and to meet this challenge the country needed a lot of investment in the hydel sector. He said the government this year had allocated Rs48 billion for the water sector and planned Rs60 billion allocation next year.


Mr David Grey, senior water advisor to the World Bank in Pakistan, stressed the need for focusing on benefit sharing, rather than water sharing and said that there was a need to develop inter-provincial and community level mechanism. He asked the Pakistan government to explore hydel potential and go for Ghazi Barotha-like projects between the proposed Diamer-Bhasha dam and Terbela dam which could produce about 8000-9000 MW of electricity.

He said Pakistan needed to invest in water management and reforms and undertake the Indus management reforms also. He advised the government to strengthen the federal role by adopting a national reform agenda to build trust, equity, capacity and efficiency, besides enhancing reform and implementation capacity of the provinces.

(By Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn-1, 28/04/2007)

CDGK looks at string of desalination plants for Karachi

As Karachi’s water crisis continues to grow, the City Government has turned to setting up desalination plants across the city’s shoreline so that local demands can be met. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the CDGK and a private company for the first such plant on Friday. 


Speaking on the occasion, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal said this plant would provide 25 million gallons of water per day (MGD) to the water-starved Korangi Industrial Area. In this regard, the CDGK has provided land to the investor company. The MoU was signed with a UAE-based Norwegian firm, M/S Aqualyng and its joint venture partner M/S Green Energy. The 25 MGD sea water desalination plant will be built on a Build-Own-Operate (BOO) basis.

The plant will cost $130 million and the project will be completed in 24 months, reporters were told. The City Nazim has said that water shortage in Karachi has made installation of desalination plants “all the more imperative.” 


Talking to reporters, the Nazim said that the cost of desalination had come down owing to advances in technology. If this project was successful, the project would be replicated in other coastal areas of the city and its suburbs. As things stand, many coastal communities in and around Karachi lack potable water facilty. 


People have to walk several miles each day to get water for drinking and cooking purposes. It is hoped that with the new initiative from the city government, water will once again come through the dry taps in many houses of the city.


While talking to The News, the Consul-General of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in Karachi, Suhail Matar Alketbi, said that the owner of the firm had contacted him four days back and after some discussion, things were finalized and the city government took a quick step in this direction.


While an MoU is criticized by many as being a show case piece of paper, the City Nazim has assured that his government is serious about the plants. Friday’s signing ceremony took place between the City District Government Karachi (CDGK), the Karachi Water & Sewerage Board, and Aqualyng, manufacturers of the desalination plant.


The city Nazim also said “We have an expansion capacity of 200 MGDs on this plant.” He said the proposed plant in Karachi would be installed along the coastal belt of Karachi for meeting the additional requirement of water in the proximity.


The CDGK will provide buy-back guarantee to the BOO contractor. The potable water produced would be made available for Korangi industrial area as well as other commercial areas. The chief executive of Aqualyng, Sheikh Umar Farooq, speaking on the occasion explained the salient features of his company and said at present 14 plants installed by them are operative all over the world including China, Spain and Iran. He said in Pakistan, “we are already in the process of installation of such plants in Gwadar, Balochistan area.” The MOU ceremony was attended by senior officers of CDGK.

(By Fasahat Mohiuddin, The News-13, 28/04/2007)

Tanker mafia steals and resells water to town

[image: image1.jpg]



KARACHI: The New Karachi Town administration has initiated action against people who had obtained illegal connections from the main 48-inch-diameter pipeline passing through the township only to sell that water back to people. 


Led by the town nazim, Hanif Surti, officials removed 24 illegal connections in Ayub Goth. A number of these connections were providing stolen water to dozens of illegal hydrants set up in the area by the “tanker mafia”. 


On one hand, the connections were the root cause of the acute water shortage in North Nazimabad town and SITE town. On the other hand, the tanker mafia took advantage of the water shortage and supplied stolen water to these areas, earning sizeable profits in the process. 


Water board officials asked the illegal connection holders to apply at the main town office in order to obtain legal connections. They were assured that connections would be provided to them after due process.


Meanwhile, the Jamshed Town administration has organized an “Aalmi Mushaira” at Mir Ustad Ali Pardah Park on Sunday. Poets from various countries will participate in the mushaira, and the provincial minister for culture and tourism, Rauf Siddiqui, will be the chief guest.


Furthermore, sanitary workers killed 165 stray dogs in different areas of Liaquatabad Town. The drive was conducted on the orders of the town nazim, Osama Qadri, who said that the process would be repeated every month.

Malaysian engineers in town for KEE: City Nazim: Malaysian engineers have arrived in Karachi to work on the Elevated Expressway, however, they will start only after the environment authorities grant an NOC for the project, said City Nazim Mustafa Kamal. “In the first phase, the work will start from the FTC flyover to the airport, “ he said at a dinner hosted by the Korangi Association of Trade & Industry. The project will cost US$350 million and provide jobs to 10,000 people, he added. The bridge at Qayumabad is almost complete and after opening, traffic from Shahrah-e-Faisal, Defense, Korangi and other areas can use it.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/04/2007)

Deal inked for $130 million Korangi desalination plant

KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has signed an MoU with a Norwegian firm M/s Aqualyng and a UAE firm M/s Green Energy Development to install a 25 mgd desalination plant in the city. The agreement was signed by the Chief Executive of Green Energy Development Company H.E. Khalfan Saeed Al-Mazrui and Managing Director of KWSB Brigadier Iftikhar Haider at a ceremony held at a local hotel Friday. The Consul General of UAE H.E. Sohail, City Nazim Mustafa Kamal and other officials of the city government and water board were also present. The proposed plant will be installed to recycle seawater in Korangi, thus meeting the water requirements for industries in the Korangi industrial area. The plant, which is expected to be operational in two years time, will be constructed on a ‘build, own and operate’ basis and would cost about $ 130 million. The city government has vowed to provide the required land and give a buy-back guarantee to the contractor. Furthermore, the city nazim mentioned that the members of the firms had agreed to the land being offered He added that the land, which is currently the property of the board of revenue, will be given up for construction soon. Speaking at the occasion, the chief executive of Aqualyng, Sheikh Omar Farooq, said that his firm had the required expertise as it had constructed 40 plants in various countries. He added that the plant’s capacity could be increased to 200 mgd.

(Daily Times-B1, 28/04/2007)

Karachi water woes

The city district government of Karachi has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with a foreign firm for the building of a desalination plant at a cost of $130 million. The plant, which will be built on a BOO (build-operate-own) basis, will serve the Korangi Industrial Area’s water needs. It will also supply to other areas in the vicinity if its capacity is enhanced. The city government has said that if this experiment is successful, more such desalination plants are likely to be built in the city’s out lying areas, particularly in coastal villages where piped water supply is almost non-existent. While this is good news for many, the question to ask is what the government plans on doing to improve its crumbling water distribution infrastructure so that water that is available actually reaches consumers. As things stand, many parts of the city are deprived of adequate water supply owing to the shortage of water reserves as well as the water distribution network that is old and inefficient. Water leakages and theft is common and there is a tanker mafia in operation that siphons off water to sell to the hapless public. This is an area where more attention and investment must by done by the city’s water supply utility, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB).


As a first step, the KWSB has to conduct a comprehensive survey to ascertain how many water consumers it has. Currently, a significant portion of water connections in the city are not billed for the facility. One of the reasons for this is corruption within the KWSB. All legal customers must get a bill for the water they consume. And all those interested in getting water connections must be registered. At the same time, massive overhauling of the water supply system must be done so that water leakages are minimised. The KWSB should also come down strongly on water thieves and the tanker mafia. This will also check the tendency of some KWSB staffers who turn off water supply in areas so that tanker water is purchased. All this would require a massive overhaul of the water utility itself to make it more efficient and accountable. For this, there should be political commitment on the part of the government. Only if all this is done, will there be a change for the better in the water supply situation in the city. Otherwise, no matter how much is invested in desalination plants, the supply of water to the end-user will remain erratic and unreliable.

(The News-7, 30/04/2007)

Rs18.26b for water and sewerage projects

Brig Iftikhar Ahmed, Managing Director, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) had approved funds to the tune of Rs18.26 billion for the improvement of different projects of water and sewage in the metropolis.
He was presiding over a meeting of development working party of the KW&SB on Saturday at his office. According to a press release issued on Sunday, an approval for a new water pipeline of 48 inch for Manzoor Colony, Akhtar Colony and adjacent areas was granted in the meeting and it would cost Rs2.2 million which would be funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB).


It said that a project of installing 125 horse power pumping stations at 5-A, 5-B and 5-C of Landhi Town for proper water supply was also approved by the MD KW&SB. The project would cost Rs5 million and half of the expenditure would be paid by the KW&SB and remaining would be funded by the town administration.

An amount of Rs5.2 billion was allocated to replace the old and damaged sewerage pipelines at Tariq Road, Jamshed Town and Rs3 billion were allocated to the different union councils of Liaquatabad and Nazimabad for the same task.


An amount of Rs9.9 billion would be spent to install new RCC pipelines range from 8 to 15 inch at Liaquatabad Town A, B, B-1 and C-1, the press release added.

It further said that Rs4.6 billion were granted for a new 24 inch water pipelines for North Karachi Town. An old and damaged sewerage pipeline would be replaced from Shaheen Complex to Clifton pumping station and the new 72 inch pipeline would cost Rs13.3 billion.


A 48 inch water pipeline would be installing from Old Sabzi Mandi to Kashmir Road with a cost Rs0.8 million. Another 18 inch pipeline at SITE Town would be installing after getting the NOC from Federal Trunk Main Division.

A 500 KVA Diesel would be installed at Ghaziabad pumping station, Orangi Town with a cost of Rs0.8 million. Funds of Rs3.3 billion were allocated for the development and installations of water pipelines at Lalabad, Landhi Town and Rs2 billion were assigned to replace old and damaged pipeline at Ram Suami and Ranchor Lane.

(The News-14, 30/04/2007)

MAY

KWSB told to devise master plan

KARACHI, April 30: Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ibad Khan has directed officials to devise a comprehensive strategy to provide water to all cities of the province including Karachi.

He issued these directives while presiding over a high-level meeting at the Governor's House here on Monday. The meeting was also attended by Sindh Minister for Irrigation Nadir Leghari, Chief Secretary Shakil Durrani, secretary irrigation, city nazim and others. He said that water supply and filtration arrangements should also be ensured in these areas keeping in view the present and future needs.


The governor directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to immediately devise a master plan for water supply keeping in view the future needs of the city.

Dr Ibad also stressed the need to construct small dams for storage of water and directed the officials concerned to conduct a survey to store water in Khirthar Hill, as a water reservoir bigger than Hub Dam could be developed there to cater future needs.


The governor said that after the completion of K-III project, the city was getting 640 million gallons of water daily but this quantity was not enough to cater the present needs of the city.


Dr Ibad said that K-III project was made on population basis but the actual population was more than what was estimated. He said that a new planning should be made keeping in view the actual population.

The governor said that Karachi was expanding rapidly due to migration of people here from different parts of country. Industrial activities were doubled during the last five years and many new housing schemes in the shape of Hawkesbay, MDA and Taiser Town, etc, had also started, he added.


The meeting was told that K-IV water project would cost Rs15 billion and it would work on gravitational force and need only two pumping stations. The governor also directed officials to take steps to avoid misuse of water and recycle it for non-drinking purposes.

(Dawn-18, 01/05/2007)

Many areas hit by water scarcity
KARACHI, May 2: Scores of citizens complained of water shortage in their areas and accused the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board officials of taking least interest in solving the problem.

The complaints of water scarcity were received from PECHS, Hill Park areas, Chanesar Goth, Akhtar Colony, Shah Faisal Town, Frontier Colony, Sheerin Jinnah Colony, Clifton, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Orangi Town.


A resident of Rehmania Mohalla in Frontier Colony said water was supplied to the area earlier for two hours once in a week as per schedule, but with the advent of summer the situation had worsened. He said, “Now water is supplied to the locality only for 20 minutes once in a fortnight.”


Area people said tankers could move in the narrow streets of the locality to supply water and they solely depended on the water board. The population on the hillocks were the worst affected, they said adding that KWSB officials in the SITE Town were contacted time and again, but to no avail.


When contacted, the water board’s XEN in SITE said the lines would be checked and the problem would be solved shortly.


The residents of Al-Falah Society in Shah Faisal Town complained that water supply to the locality was stopped on 12th Rabi-ul-Awal and people were fetching water from far away mosques. They said that KWSB officials were contacted repeatedly, but instead of solving the problem they asked the residents to arrange funds themselves for replacement of the lines. They said the city government had allocated millions of rupees to improve water supply but the local offices of the water board were demanding area people to arrange funds at their own.

They warned if the problem persisted they would be compelled to take recourse to street protests.
The KWSB Superintending Engineer of the Shah Faisal Town, when contacted, said he had already taken notice of the public complaint and it would be solved after ascertaining the actual problem.

Residents of PECHS Society, Hill Areas, Chanesar Goth and Akhtar Colony also complained of short supply of water to their localities. Only water board officials could tell the way how to survive without water in this sultry summer, a resident remarked.


Complainants from Sheerin Jinnah Colony said they were getting water for daily use through water tankers or donkey carts at exorbitant rates, as the water board had failed to supply water. About the hydrants manned by Rangers, they said one would have to spare a whole day for getting water through tankers.

They pointed out that pipelines in the area were obsolete and they only received sewage-mixed water whenever pumping machine was operated. They urged the city nazim to take personal interest and get the problem solved at the earliest.


When contacted, the concerned superintending engineer said he was not aware of any such problem. He said the complainants should meet him so that the problem, if there existed any, could be look into and solved.

Residents of Islam Chowk, Orangi Town, Gulistan-i-Jauhar Block-19 and parts of Gulshan-i-Iqbal also complained of short supply to their areas.

(Dawn-18, 03/05/2007)

Mismanaged KWSB

AFTER the privatisation of the PTCL, followed by the KESC and the pipelined strategy on the SSGC as well as the Karachi Steel Mills, the reorganisation of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board remains, which is an institution of collapsed system, faulty policies, spoiled infrastructure, anti-customer approach, self-interest working of its officials, gross mismanagement and the prevailing ‘Mr Bribe’ job culture.


The success and downfall of a public utility institution depends on its leadership, efficient working team, proper services and consumer facilitation. The KWSB high-ups, as well as down-the-line officials, bill consumers without provision of service in an arbitrary manner.

Its most of the area-wise offices are not equipped with computerised billing system, proper record, landline telephones, required manpower and other facilities for quick disposal of consumer problems. The KWSB has only two computerised offices, i.e., one behind the Civic Centre and the other at the Awami Markaz for the whole of Karachi.


The correction on a simple billing error consumes several months, even a year, besides rolling of the consumer between the area office and head office due to its disabled working environment.


The blocked, choked and dead sewerage system is the basic root cause of spoiling the entire infrastructure of road links in Karachi. There are no consumer services centers established anywhere in the city to attend, record and resolve consumers’ complaints in routine as the SSGC and the PTCL are doing. The relevant area offices of deputy directors and executive engineers related with routine matters of water supply, taxes and sewerage services are found either unmanned or under-manned due to regular absentees and no administrative control on discipline.


The water and sewerage service in the whole of Gulistan-i-Jauhar is the worst. The KWSB had dug most of the roads here to fix up underground pipelines but neither the pipes have been fixed nor the dug up portion filled to level, and the manpower left to dig other areas, causing utter inconvenience to residents.

The chain of KWSB offices at all levels are engaged in looking after their self-interests at the cost of consumers and national wealth, evident from its ever-growing financial deficit, on the one hand, and unsatisfactory consumer services, on the other, which certainly requires complete restructuring of the KWSB in the larger public interest.

ABU ALI AHMED, Karachi

(Dawn-6, Letter to the Editor, 05/05/2007)
Artificial water shortage boosts tanker mafia


KARACHI: An acute water shortage plagues various parts of the city and the tanker mafia is having a field day, charging exorbitant amounts of money for delivering thousands of gallons of water everyday. The situation has persisted so long, that the tankers now have “regular customers” in residential and industrial areas. All of this goes contrary to the city government’s tall claims of having spent billions of rupees for improving the water and sanitation sectors.


Sources in the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) said that not only do the tankers supply more than 10 mgd of water daily, but also most of this water is stolen from the main KWSB pipelines. The water board thus incurs a daily loss of more than one million.

“The internal staff of the residential flats and industrial areas is hand-in-glove with the tanker mafia and some KWSB staff, in creating an artificial water shortage,” sources said. “This boosts the commercial supply of water through tankers, and town administrators have failed to keep a check on this.”


In this regard, the KWSB has presented a proposal to supply water to deficient areas through tankers. One hydrant in each town would be opened up, and the water supply to this would be ensured by the KWSB. This process was supposed to have started in December 2006, but was delayed because some town administrations were taking time in identifying sites for the construction of the new hydrants.


They also decided that the hydrants and tankers will bear the town name, registration number and separate colour-coding to be identified with other towns and also strictly enforced to avoid plying in other towns’ jurisdictions.

“Work on the new hydrants on in all 18 towns is in full swing, and the project has entered its final stages,” KWSB The Vice Chairman, Imamuddin Shahzad, told Daily Times. He hoped that the new system would be functional soon, so that nine other KWSB hydrants in each town could be reclaimed from the Pakistan Rangers. All of these hydrants will be operated by town administrations.


Prior to 1999, the operation of hydrants that supply water through water tankers was the responsibility of the KWSB. Looking at the depleted condition of the Hub source, however, control of the tanker service was transferred to the Pakistan Rangers as part of the “water crisis management” plan.

The areas affected most by the water shortage now include Sector 5-D in New Karachi, Ittehad Town and its adjacent areas in Baldia Town, dozens of goths in different parts of the Gadap Town, Quaidabad, Malir, Nazimabad, residential areas in Landhi Town, and Golden Town in Shah Faisal Town, among others.

In a majority of these areas, residents are compelled to cater their daily needs by purchasing water from tankers. Long queues can bee seen daily in various areas of SITE town and Baldia town, where takers cannot reach doorsteps, and empty out their supplies into open tanks at a central location.


The residents of UC-2 Baldia Town (also known as Ittehad Town) are probably the worst affected, because a majority of the population consists of people from the lower incone group. They are forced to pay huge amounts to obtain water. The entire area consists of narrow streets and people have constructed open tanks where they find space. Tankers empty out their supplies here. Residents are then compelled to pay Rs 60 to Rs 100 per hour to operators at pumps installed at these tanks by associates of the tanker mafia.


A similar situation can be seen in Mianwali Colony, Metroville, Frontier Colony in SITE Town, as well as other areas located on higher grounds. People here are compelled to install two power suction pumps in order to get water.

“The water supply in our area has been disturbed for the last couple of months. Complaints have been lodged repeatedly, but the problem has not gone away,” Adeel Sagheer, a resident of Golden Town, Shah Faisal Town, said. Prior to this, Sagheer said, they had received a daily supply of potable water. For the past two months, however, they have been receiving water for less than an hour every alternate day. 


Mubarik Wali, a resident of Abdullah Goth, Gadap Town, said that new water pipelines had been installed in their area. The water board, however, had not started supplying water yet, and had not given any explanations for the delay either.

(By Jamil Khan, Daily Times-B1, 06/05/2007)

Overzealous government bleaching water to death


KARACHI: Water quality experts have detected excess chemicals in potable water that is being supplied to residents of Chanesar Goth, Mahmoodabad.

Each year, as summer approaches, water borne diseases increase in the city and the administration starts using chemicals to purify the water. However, because of the absence of trained staff for the process, the standard measurements are neglected.


Residents of unit No. 5 and unit No. 6 in Chanesar Goth have complained that the water they get from the supply lines smells like bleach powder. “It is not possible to consume such water,” said Shahid Husain, a resident of the area, while talking to Daily Times.


The residents took samples of the water to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for analysis. It was discovered that the smell is caused by an excess of chlorine, alum, and bleaching powder, which are all used for the removal of hazardous elements from contaminated water.

“We didn’t know exactly why it smelt strange, so we took samples to JPMC and found that it is because of the excess use of chemicals,” said Masoor Khan, an NGO office bearer that has worked on water issues in the area.


Dr Huma Ahmed, a microbiologist at JPMC, said that during the purification process if the elements, especially alum and chlorine, are used in excess it could cause a disaster. Experts have expressed their concerns over the excessive use of chemicals to purify water. They said that such practices by the Karachi Water Sewerage Board (KWSB) could lead to epidemics. “The excess quantity of bleaching powder used to purify potable water could prove to be very harmful,” warned water-management expert Prof. Dr Noman Ahmed of NED University. “They could cause stomach disorders, especially in small children and the elderly, by causing diarrhoea.” 


Furthermore, such practices could also result in skin diseases, hives and rashes for anyone taking a bath in the water. “Bleaching powder could also disturb the secretions of enzymes, thus resulting in interruptions in the abdominal glands,” he said. 


All of the side effects depend on the quantity of the chemicals used as some amounts are not poisonous. He added that on the international level, the use of chlorine for water purification was prohibited.

(By Amar Guriro, Daily Times-B1, 07/05/2007)

15 in hospital after drinking well water in Gadap
KARACHI, May 8: At least 15 out of 50 people, including women and children, who had complained of diarrhoeal episodes after consuming water reportedly from a seldom used well in Gadap Town, were rushed to the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) for emergency treatment on Tuesday, said health officials.


Deputy Director and in-charge of JPMC accidents and emergency department, Dr Seemi Jamali, said on Tuesday afternoon that in all 15 patients of ages between 10 to 60 years, brought to the hospital in the wee hours of Tuesday and the following morning as well, were provided treatment, but none of them was diagnosed as severe case of gastroenteritis.


She said that a majority of the patients were given medications, while a very few of them had to be dehydrated. Those who had reported after midnight and the following morning had been discharged, she added, saying all of the patients had the history of vomiting and diarrhoea which they attributed to some wedding meals.


The patients given treatment at the JPMC were: Jamila (25), Fauzia (10), Ghulam Ali (22), Sharif (20), Abdul Rashid (22), Mehnaz (60), Abdul Wahid (13), Ahmed Saeed (12), Mohammad (28), Sajid (22), Niaz Ali (28), Salman Mohammad (40), Razia (30), Hamida (20) and Abdul Ghaffar (50).


The affected people are the resident of Haji Hussain Jokhio Goth, UC-3, Gadap Town, around 50km off the Super Highway. The health department of the city government has also set up a round-the-clock medical camp in the area since Monday, which provided primary care to people complaining about stomach problems, said a government official.

Contradicting the earlier apprehensions about outbreak of any disease due to food poisoning or major drinking water contamination, a source privy to the medical camp said that the area in question sans any piped supply of water mostly relied on 4-5 wells for their needs.


In the wake of a marriage ceremony, which was held on Sunday, the area people decided to fetch water from a rarely used or almost abandoned well. Generally, they used water from the fit well, but they also consumed water for drinking and cooking from the faulty well to meet the increased requirement, a health worker quoted an area resident.


EDO Health Dr A D Sajnani, who also visited the area of the affected people, said that relevant staffs had collected about 50 samples of water from different well, including the faulty one, nearby ponds, and home water-reservoirs to ascertain the chemical contents and overall quality of drinking water in the locality in question.

He said that there was no major medical case and people normally complained about vomiting and diarrhoeal episodes. However, we have placed an ambulance for any emergency shifting to major hospitals in the city, he informed. It was further learnt that some people were also taken to some nearby private hospitals for treatment.

(Dawn-18, 09/05/2007)

Completion of hydrants by 12th ordered
KARACHI, May 8: The managing director of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) has asked the chief engineers and superintending engineers to ensure completion of all hydrants in different towns till May 12 so that supply of water can be started from May 15.


A meeting of the officials of all 18 towns was held on Tuesday at the board’s office in Karsaz which was also attended by MD Ghulam Arif Khan, vice-chairmen KWSB Mohammad Moin Khan, Imamuddin Shehzad and other officials.

The superintending engineers presented reports about the construction of hydrants in their respective towns.

It was said that work on hydrants in New Karachi, Gadap, Saddar, Orangi, and Baldia towns was in progress while hydrants in Keamari, Landhi, Malir, Korangi and Shah Faisal towns were ready for operation. Water to Orangi and Baldia Towns will be supplied from the same hydrant to be completed behind the Hub Treatment Plant.


The superintending engineer of Gulshan-i-Iqbal Town said a temporary hydrant was available at UC-6 which, he said, was ready to function. Superintending engineer Gulberg Town said that the hydrant for the town was under the administrative control of Pakistan Rangers which would be taken over on instructions from the competent authorities.


The vice-chairmen Imamuddin Shehzad and Mohammad Moin Khan seconded the proposal of the managing director and urged that the construction work must be completed within the stipulated time.

They also asked for installation of meters on the hydrants.


Meanwhile, Imamuddin Shehzad while inspecting work on water drain at Soldier Bazar said that cleaning of rainwater drains was started on a war-footing basis to complete the work before monsoon.

He said that the city nazim had strictly ordered that the problems of the people should be solved.

(Dawn-18, 09/05/2007)

Water-borne diseases on the rise

Water sterilisation through sunlight recommended
KARACHI, May 11: Sterilisation of drinking water through sunlight has been recommended in a research conducted by two associate professors of Dow University of Health Sciences. The method is one of the five promising techniques recommended by the World Health Organisation for disinfecting water.


The research was presented by Dr M. Rafiq Khanani of Dow International Medical College and Dr Khurshid Hashmi of Sindh Medical College at a press conference at Dow University of Health Sciences on Friday. The research was conducted by the DUHS and Infection Control Society of Pakistan.


Giving details of the research, Prof Khanani said water samples from taps and wells were collected in clean plastic bottles. Three bottles, two of them contained microbes, were exposed to sunlight for two to eight hours, while one was kept in shade. Later, bottles were checked for bacterial growth and it was revealed that solar disinfectant technique was highly effective in killing all diseases causing bacteria, he said.


“There was no growth of any bacteria in bottles exposed to sunlight for over three hours in both contaminated and non-contaminated samples. Though the WHO’s recommended minimum limit is six hours, we found positive results in three hours. This method kills all viruses and parasites,” he said.

He said discarded mineral water bottles (preferably PET) or transparent beverage bottles of one or two litres capacity should be used for the purpose. “The bottles should be closed tightly and any label or glue should be removed before putting them in sunlight for over three hours. The water can be stored in these bottles for a week,” he said.


He said large bottles having more than three-litre capacity could not be used for the purpose as ultraviolet rays could not penetrate into more than four inches thickness of water column. About the filters, he said the filters recommended by the WHO for decontamination were ceramic filters and not the fiber ones which were being widely used in Pakistan.


This method was first developed by Swiss Federal Institute for Environmental Science and Technology and one of the most practical and economical methods, he said.


About the number of deaths caused by diarrhoeal diseases (gastroenteritis) in Pakistan, he said: “It kills 250,000 to 300,000 people every year. It is the highest cause of morbidity and the third highest cause of mortality. Among children under five years it accounts for 28 per cent of all deaths.

Other infections caused by filthy water included typhoid, Hepatitis A and E,” he said.

Earlier, Dow University of Health Sciences Vice Chancellor Masood Hameed Khan said though the research was still in progress and would complete in February 2008, it was deemed necessary to share its findings in view of the increasing number of gastroenteritis cases being reported these days.

The university would send the research document to the provincial and federal governments and suggest them to include this method in initiatives to make safe drinking water accessible to common man, he said.

(Dawn-18, 12/05/2007)

KWSB in desperate financial straits
KARACHI, May 16: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board is on the verge of bankruptcy because of its inefficient water and sewerage bill collection system and rampant malpractices in the revenue and finance departments, well-placed sources said on Wednesday.


The sources said that the board’s declining financial strength could be gauged from the fact that the water utility was facing an annual deficit of Rs3 billion and, as such, was unable to save a single penny even for meeting the cost of operation and maintenance of its mostly outdated infrastructure in order to keep the system running.


While the KWSB’s annual demand draft stands at Rs5 billion with major heads being energy charges (Rs1.6 to 1.8 billion), routine operation and maintenance (Rs1.5 billion), and overhead and establishment expenditure (Rs2 billion), its revenues remain just Rs2 billion, showing a deficit of Rs3 billion, according to the sources.

“Though the KWSB revenue department is required to generate Rs4.5 billion yearly from its 1.4 million consumers, its revenue department officials are hardly collecting Rs2 billion under the head of water and sewerage charges,” they added.


Quoting from an official document titled ‘Performance Review’, the sources said that it had clearly been mentioned in the document that the inefficient and incompetent administration and the finance and revenue staff were thriving on malpractices and weakening the utility.


About the factors contributing to the poor recovery of water and sewerage bills from consumers, the sources said the main reason was ad hocism being practised in almost every department of the KWSB, particularly the revenue department headed by a grade-18 officer, though it was a grade-20 position.

“Isn’t it strange that officials of the revenue department neither ensure the delivery of monthly water and sewerage bills to the consumers’ houses nor do they make any effort to cover more consumers?” they asked.


Suggesting another reason, the sources revealed that despite being overstaffed (eight employees per 1,000 consumers), the KWSB was technically understaffed and ill equipped whereas it lacked professional skills to evaluate the utility’s performance from within.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 17/05/2007)

CDWP okays Mirani dam resettlement action plan

39 uplift projects approved:
ISLAMABAD, May 17: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) on Monday cleared 39 development projects estimated to cost Rs11.7 billion, including a resettlement action plan for Mirani Dam in Balochistan. These 39 projects involve a foreign exchange component of Rs1.8 billion.


The meeting was presided over by Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission Dr Akram Sheikh.


Planning commission spokesman Asif Sheikh told reporters after the meeting that in the infrastructure sector, 26 projects costing Rs8.5 billion, six social sector projects worth Rs1.4 billion and seven projects in science and technology and other sectors costing Rs1.8 billion were either approved or recommended to the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council for approval.


The meeting recommended the Resettlement Action Plan for Mirani Dam worth Rs1.84 billion to the Ecnec for approval. However, the CDWP appointed the National Rural Support Programme (NRSP) as third party which, with the help of the Balochistan government, would re-asses the cost of land, buildings and trees under the compensation package. He said that the height of Mirani dam would be increased by 20 feet that would increase the cost of the resettlement plan.


Mr Sheikh said that in the transport and telecommunication sector, the meeting approved 12 projects costing Rs4.9 billion, five water projects worth Rs5 billion, nine physical planning and housing projects valued at Rs1.5 billion, three higher education projects worth Rs986 million, four industrial and commerce sector projects which would cost Rs995 million and two projects in the science and technology sector worth Rs450 million.Of the approved projects, seven projects valued at Rs1.7 billion would be undertaken in the Punjab province, five projects costing Rs1.8 billion in Sindh, and 10 projects worth Rs1.6 billion in the NWFP. He said for the first time, the government had approved four projects of private sector.


He said that the meeting had also approved the settinh up of a foundry service centre in Lahore on 50:50 per cent basis funding. The project will cost Rs195 million. The centre would share 50 per cent of the cost in the project while the chamber of commerce would share the remaining cost. He said that the chamber would also give Rs500 million for purchasing land for the centre. He said that the center would provide dye-making and moulding facilities besides providing materials testing facilities and training.


He said the meeting also approved a product development centre in Gujranwala at a cost of Rs98.7 million that would also provide common facility for industrial development. “The meeting also approved product development center for composite based sports goods and business and commerce centre in Sialkot which will also extend facilities for industrial development.”
In the water sector, the meeting approved the construction of Lougher and Karak dams in Karak district and the Darmalak dam in Kohat district.

(Dawn-16, 18/05/2007)

Rs50m uplift scheme in each town
KWSB asked to improve water distribution system

KARACHI, May 18: The District Coordination Officer Karachi, Javed Hanif Khan, has directed the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) to improve the water distribution system and early completion of the uplift schemes initiated with Rs50 million in each town.

He was speaking at a briefing of the KWSB MD, Ghulam Arif, regarding development projects and revenue of the board.


The DCO warned the any negligence or delay in the ongoing uplift schemes related to the water and sewerage system would not be tolerated.

He also directed the board to motivate investors for the installation of the re-cycling and treatment plant on BOT basis and finalisation of ongoing deals with the companies while he also instructed for inclusion of laying and replacing water and sewerage lines at the under-construction roads.


The DCO instructed that cleaning of all storm-water drains and nullahs be completed before monsoons in accordance with the policy and directives of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal. Besides, he ordered a meeting of the water board, works and services, municipal services departments, Tameer-e-Karachi programme and TMO's on Sunday to devise a strategy for cleaning of nullahs at the towns’ level.

He also directed the KWSB to hold meeting with the city nazim so that all matters could be properly considered.

The DCO said that the system of issuance of water bills and their recovery should also be made foolproof. He also ordered formation of teams at the town levels and asked the officers of the water board to serve the city with sincerity.


WARNED: Site Town Nazim Izharuddin Ahmed Khan has asked the water board to mend its way or else strict action will be taken against it. He warned the KWSB at an open kutchehry held in UC-1, Pak Colony area on Friday after listening to public complaints on Asifabad water crisis.

On the occasion, people lodged their complaints against the irresponsible behaviour of the valve men and alleged sale of water to industries by the water board.

The town nazim immediately contacted KWSB Additional Vice-Chairman Moin Khan over the telephone and while apprising him of the problems called for taking notice of the situation. He requested him to supply water through tankers to solve the lingering issue.

(Dawn-18, 19/05/2007)

One third of city population getting untreated water
KARACHI, May 19: Almost one third of the city’s population is being supplied untreated water from the Indus River. Experts concur that the consumption of untreated water causes such water-borne diseases as gastroenteritis, diarrhoea and typhoid, besides affecting the nervous system of the elderly and causing mental disorders among children.

In addition to this, over 40 per cent of the city’s population living in katchi abadis is also vulnerable to water-borne diseases because of a lack of basic facilities, such as piped water and a sewerage system.


People residing in water-deficient pockets of the city, who usually depend on water tankers, are also exposed to serious health hazards as most of the private tankers fetch water from unhygienic sources, especially private wells situated on both sides of the Lyari and Malir rivers.

The untreated water, according to doctors, contains heavy metals including mercury, lead and even arsenic, and its consumption for a long time can have a negative effect on human health.


Confirming these findings, eminent pathologist and head of the Dow University of Health Sciences’ Pathology Department, Prof Sirajuddaula Syed, said: “In fact, we had suggested setting up of filter plants in all towns of the city to the former city nazim, Niamatullah Khan. He had even convinced the prime minister about our proposal. But I am not aware of what happened then.”


The city, at present, is being supplied 629 million gallons of water per day -- 100 mgd from the Hub dam source and remaining 529 from the distant source of the Indus River. However, of the total 629 mgd, hardly 445 mgd of water is being treated at the KWSB’s seven filter plants, while the remaining 184 mgd of water is neither disinfected nor chlorinated before being supplied to consumers.


All the filter plants, except for the Hub pumping station, are operating much below their optimum designed capacity as two of them are 50 to 60 years old while the other four were also installed more than 30 to 40 years back.


For instance, Gharo pump house (old) filter plant was set up in 1943, Gharo (new) filter plant in 1953, COD Hills filter plants in 1962 and 1971, Pipri (old) filter plant in 1971 and the NEK (old) filter plant in 1978.

“How strange is it that although the 100 mgd K-III project had already been completed and commissioned, the KWSB officials neither included the provision of filter plants in the project’s original plan and the revised PC-1 to ensure the process of disinfecting and chlorinating water before supplying it to the citizens,” a concerned citizen remarked.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 20/05/2007)

Water shortage

I WANT to draw the attention of the authorities towards the shortage of water in our locality.

I am a resident of Karachi’s North Nazimabad, Block H. There is no proper arrangement of water supply in our locality.

The pressure of water in the pipe lines is very low and sometimes it takes an hour to fill a can because the water trickles.

It has become a great source of trouble for the residents of this area. We cannot take a bath daily and also cannot wash our rooms freely. We have been facing this problem for a long while but no action has been taken so far in this respect.

It is the right of the public to have adequate supply of water as they are paying full water taxes regularly. I request relevant authorities to take action in this respect.

ZAIN-UL-ABIDEEN, Karachi

(Dawn-6, 21/05/2007)
The KWSB in trouble

THINGS have never been good at the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, but a newspaper report on Wednesday showed just how bad they are. The utility is said to be close to bankruptcy because of its inability to collect bills and corruption in its revenue department. These shocking disclosures need to be probed and drastic corrective action taken. The KWSB has been plagued by mismanagement problems for years, including its chronic failure to collect dues from individuals as well as government organisations. A report in March showed that the KWSB was Rs30 billion in debt. A month later, another report stated that the utility’s expenditure was Rs4.5 billion while its revenue collection was only Rs2.7 billion. These are depressing figures, made more so by the fact that water shortage in the city is a perennial problem. It doesn’t help matters that around 30 per cent of the city’s water supply is wasted, either because of faulty or leaking pipelines or because of theft. Then there are management problems plaguing the utility; it is overstaffed but needs more technically qualified staff to deal with problems. No wonder the KWSB is in such financial straits.


Last month, the city nazim said that he would put into place a system whereby Union Councils would be responsible for collecting the monthly water bills from the residents of their areas. The KWSB would then give 20 per cent of the collected revenue to the Union Councils and five per cent to the Town Council as a “commission”. The utility must also try to recover the whopping six billion rupees owed to it by organisations like CAA, KPT, the KESC and other government departments and agencies that have not paid their dues for many years. The utility too needs a major overhaul, including downsizing of staff and repair of the existing pipelines which must be initiated at the earliest.

(Dawn-7, 21/05/2007)
New water pipelines worth Rs103m being laid’

Muhammad Moin Khan, visited North Karachi Industrial Area and inspected the ongoing water supply schemes in the locality. Khan, the Additional Vice Chairman, Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) and Member of Provincial Assembly (MPA), was informed by the locals of the area about the severe water shortage in the Industrial Area, forcing people to get water through water-tankers instead. 


According to a press release issued on Sunday, the city Nazim and Chairman KW&SB directed the board to facilitate the area people and said that pipelines worth Rs103 million were being installed to improve the situation. 

The spokesperson said that after the installation of these pipelines, the water supply situation in areas including 6-A, B, C, D and 12/A, B, C, D would improve, adding that about 70 per cent work on this new system had been completed, while the remaining work would be completed within the next 45 days.


Khan directed the Chief Engineer Zone-III to ensure early completion of work in order to facilitate the citizens and industrialists. 


Meanwhile, another vice chairman KW&SB and MPA, Imamuddin Shehzad stated that the board has taken concrete measures in upgrading the system as Landhi, Korangi, Shah Faisal, Malir, Jamshed and Saddar Towns were also facing acute water shortage since the last few months. The chief engineer informed the additional vice chairman that they were facing power supply problems at Gharo pumping station which is the main reason for water scarcity in the towns. Shehzad directed him to arrange a meeting with the officials of Karachi Electric Supply Corporation and find an appropriate solution for the power supply issue, so that the board could ensure smooth water supply.

(The News, 21/05/2007)

PAC defers strike plan on ‘govt assurances’
KARACHI, May 23: The Pakhtun Action Committee (Loya Jirga) on Wednesday deferred its three-day strike plan after the assurances given by high-ups of the Sindh government.

PAC Chairman Shahi Syed, after eight-hour deliberations spread over three sessions, announced the decision at a crowded press conference. He gave two weeks to the government for the acceptance of their demands and said if the demands were not met, they would observe a strike from June 8 to 10. They had earlier called for a strike from May 25 to 27.


In reply to a question, he said the PAC had deferred the strike in the best interest of the city and the community as this time they were given assurances at the highest level that their demands would be considered sympathetically and would be met within 14 days. He was asked to specify the authority which had made the assurance but the PAC chief said that this time very high officials had given the assurances whose identity could not be made public.


When asked if the governor, who paid a visit in the morning to the Mardan House to offer condolences to ANP chief Asfandyar Wali, was among those who had given the assurance Mr Syed said he did say that this city belonged to not any particular community but all those who lived here. He said they believed in a peaceful struggle for the solution of problems and were prepared to hold talks with anyone “who spoke the truth’.


Mr Syed said their major demands included payment of adequate compensation to the families of the dead and injured of the May 12 mayhem. By adequate amounts the PAC meant Rs800,000 to Rs1 million each for those killed and Rs100,000 for the injured.

He thanked all parties and organisations which supported them in their strike call given to protest against the bloodshed in Karachi on May 12 when law-enforcement agencies personnel had vanished from the city, leaving it to terrorists and plunderers.


Circles close to the PAC meeting said that their other demands included that Pakhtun katchi abadis be not disturbed, compensation be paid to transporters whose vehicles had been burnt and that police stop harassing the drivers.

The sources said the reliable authority had told the PAC leaders that certain elements had hatched a conspiracy , under the cover of a strike, to push the city into chaos and disturb the peaceful atmosphere. The authority asked the PAC leaders to help foil the conspiracy by calling off their scheduled strike and that they would see to it that their genuine demands were met.

He was also asked if the chief justice was invited to visit Karachi again his community would welcome him, Mr Syed said that any decision in this regard could be taken by the Jirga alone.


The PAC was under mounting pressure from the trading community and businessman to review its three-day strike decision. The sources also said that the government authority had also given the assurance that they would ensure that in the future the Muttahida Qaumi Movement would cooperate with the APC.

(By Habib Khan Ghori, Dawn-17, 24/05/2007)

Many areas face acute water shortage
KARACHI, May 23: Acute water shortage persists in various parts of the city in the current hot and sultry weather, forcing the residents of the affected localities to either purchase water through private tankers at exorbitant rates or consume sub-soil water at the cost of their health.

Although the water shortage complaints from different areas had been pouring in newspaper offices since the beginning of summer, the situation was aggravating with each passing day partly owing to faulty water distribution system and partly because of indifferent attitude of the officials responsible for ensuring equal distribution of water.


A number of people residing in Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Saddar Town complained that their complaints often remained unheeded for weeks together as KWSB chief engineers of their respective zones neither remain available in their offices nor they respond to their calls to hear their grievances.

“Such an apathy on the part of KWSB officials force us to either go for private tankers or drink unhygienic water to quench our thirst in the current hot and humid weather,” deplored a resident of Gulistan-e-Jauhar’s Block 17.


A resident of Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s Block 10 claimed that he had been visiting the KWSB offices for the last one week to apprise the chief engineer concerned of the lingering water issue but he failed. “Whenever I ask about his (chief engineer’s) whereabouts I am told that he is busy in some meetings,” he said.


Similar complaints were received from the residents of different localities of Saddar Town comprising old city areas, Clifton and Bath Island.


Many complaints have been received from Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s blocks 1, 2, 3, 17 and 19, Gulshan-i-Iqbal’s blocks 2, 10, 10-A, 13-D and 13-D/1, parts of PECHS Block 6, `E’ Market Area, Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, Khudadad Colony, Jinnah Cooperative Housing Society, Al-Hamra Society, Lyari’s Baghdadi, Kalri, Bhutta Villaga, Gizri, Clifton’s blocks 2, 4 and 5, Ramswami, Ranchore Line, North Nazimabad’s blocks H, R and Hussain D’ Silva, Pak Colony and Asifabad.


Residents of Asifabad and Pak Colony complained that they were often deprived of water mainly because the KWSB’s concerned staff diverted the supply to the marble factories which had sprung up in large numbers in the area.

(Dawn-18, 24/05/2007)

PAC postpones Karachi strike

KARACHI: The Pakhtun Action Committee (Loya Jirga) has postponed its three-day strike scheduled for May 25 to 27 in Karachi against the May 12 carnage for two weeks, warning that if their demands were not met within two weeks, the strike would be observed on June 8, 9 and 10.

"Senior officials have assured the Pakhtun Action Committee (PAC) that practical steps will be taken to accept their demands within two weeks, compelling the Loya Jirga to postpone its three-day strike for two weeks," PAC Chairman Shahi Syed told a news conference at his residence, Mardan House, here on Wednesday. Other senior PAC leaders, including Farooq Bangash, Amir Nawab, Amin Khattak as well as Pakhtun elders from the entire city, were also present on the occasion.


Insiders said that despite three consecutive sessions of the Loya Jirga, a consensus could not be reached on postponing the strike as majority of the Loya Jirga members were against rescheduling the strike over the government's assurances.


Some of the Loya Jirga members were heard accusing Shahi Syed and some ANP leaders of failing to sustain pressure from the authorities and taking political mileage by postponing the strike instead of giving a strong message to the killers of their Pakhtun brethren. 


However, PAC Chairman Shahi Syed claimed that the Sindh governor, during his meeting with ANP chief Asfandyar Wali Khan, had made it clear that Karachi was not the city of any particular group. He also sought the help of the Pakhtuns living in Karachi for maintaining peace in the metropolis.
Responding to a query, Syed said that if Chief Justice of Pakistan Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry decided to visit Karachi again, the Loya Jirga would jointly decide a welcome ceremony. 

He thanked all the political parties and social organisations, transporters, traders, lawyers' associations and student bodies for supporting the strike and said their support had forced the government to accept their demands.

(By M Waqar Bhatti, The News-1, 24/05/2007)

KWSB to outsource operations, upkeep of installations
KARACHI, May 24: The financially-starved KWSB under its contract management plan has, in principle, decided to outsource the operations and maintenance of its major installations as all of them are functioning much below their optimum capacity.


These installations include all its three sewage treatment plants (STPs), six filter plants and four main pumping stations, the sources said. They added that the purpose of outsourcing operations and maintenance of these installations is to get their capacity enhanced, as well as to get the assets renewed.

The sources said that the maximum designed capacity of STP-I, which was installed in 1959 at Site, is 51 million gallons per day (mgd). But it is hardly treating 25mgd of sewage.


STP-II (Mehmoodabad), also built in 1959 with a designed capacity of 46mgd, is treating only 20mgd, while STP-III, set up in 1998 at Mauripur, is treating 35mgd of sewage against its designed capacity of 54mgd.

It means all three STPs are treating only 80 of the total 400mgd of sewage produced in the city, while the remaining 320mgd untreated sewage is disposed of into the sea, posing a serious threat to marine life and disturbing the marine eco-system, besides affecting vital port installations.


Citing the reasons for their low output, the sources said these include the lack of a conveyance system for carrying sewage to the STPs and low efficiency of the sewage treatment plant equipment. The KWSB has, however, proposed the rehabilitation of all three STPs for optimising their efficiency at an estimated cost of Rs1 billion.


However, with a view to recycle wastewater at all the treatment plants, it has also been proposed to refine the treated sewage through reverse osmosis or some other process so that this water could be utilised for industrial and horticultural purposes in the city, the sources said.


The financing of the project could be arranged on a BOT (build, operate and transfer) basis, with a concession period of 20 years. The would-be operator of the wastewater recycling project will have two options: either sell the treated water to buyers directly or to the city government/KWSB.


The main pumping stations whose operation and maintenance is proposed to be outsourced are: Dhabeji, Pipri, NEK (North-East Karachi) and Hub, while the filter plants whose operations and maintenance are likely to be outsourced exist at both the old and new pump houses of Gharo, Pipri (old), NEK (old) and two filter plants set up at COD Hills.Moreover, the KWSB, under its joint venture programme with foreign firms, has also initiated a proposal for setting up a pipe factory to meet the city’s requirements for the next 50 years.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 25/05/2007)

Lyari to get 6mgd more water within 45 days: Kamal

KARACHI May 24: Nazim of Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal has announced that those areas of Lyari which had been facing water scarcity for the last 50 years will get an additional supply of six million gallons of water daily within 45 days.

He said he hoped that with the increase of the quota up to 20mgd, the water shortage problem in Lyari would be solved for the next 30 years.


Addressing media men on his visit to review the work of a water line being laid to provide additional 6mgd water to Lyari on Wednesday, he said that this project had been launched eight months ago but due to hurdles created by certain elements, it was delayed. However, the work had now been accelerated and “as we have already completed 75 per cent work, every home of Lyari will now get potable water with the completion of this project worth Rs208 million within the next 45 days.


“We are not indulging in any politics. During the last 21 months, I have served the city’s each and every citizen, and even now this process continues,” said Mr Kamal, adding: “Though we have none of the councillors in Lyari, this area has been facing water shortage for the last 50 years and when God has given us authority, it is our responsibility to solve problems of all citizens and each area of the city.


“Lyari has been suffering from scarcity of water for long. Therefore, it was allotted the maximum quota from the K-III project. Before this, Lyari was supplied water through three different lines and still there were complaints about non-supply of water in some areas. But now we have made all arrangements to save this water line for Lyari and with that no one will be able to get illegal connection from this line,” the nazim said. “We have done this under a planning so that no other area could get illegal connection from the line laid to provide a special water quota to Lyari and to ensure full 6mgd water to Lyari,” he added.He further said that due to the service of all citizens without any discrimination and the development works carried out in Karachi, this city had emerged as a new business hub.


“The conspiracies by some certain elements to halt the process of development here will fail, the journey of development and service to people living in Karachi will continued at an even faster pace,” the nazim said.


In reply to a question, the city nazim said there was no conflict among the various sections of the population in Karachi, and it was only conspiracies hatched by some elements. But the people living here were not up against one another. They were living in harmony and this environment would be maintained.

The nazim said that “we have solved the basic problems of each area and towns on an equal basis while those areas have been given priority where water shortage complaints have been on the rise”.

For the first time in 50 years, the Haq Parast leadership had focused on solving the basic problems of the people, he added.

(Dawn-19, 25/05/2007)

Wells being dug to combat water shortage
KARACHI, May 25: The well-digging business is thriving in all those parts of the city which continue to be deprived of water for over a fortnight in the current hot and humid weather.

Most of the wells are nowadays being dug in huge housing complexes and multi-storied apartment buildings as the KWSB officials responsible for ensuring equitable distribution of water have failed in normalising the water supply situation, despite the number of complaints lodged with them.


The residents of multi-storied apartment buildings, where water supply continues to dwindle, are the worst-affected as in the absence of piped water they cannot even purchase water from tankers on an individual basis.


In some cases, according to office-bearers of residents’ welfare associations of different buildings of Gulistan-i-Jauhar and Gulshan-i-Iqbal where wells are being dug, the suggestion of digging wells to meet the water requirement had been given by the KWSB engineers themselves.


SHORTAGE: Meanwhile, several other parts of the city remained in the grip of an acute water shortage. The hard-hit localities included Baghdadi, Kalri, Pakistan Chowk, Haqqani Chowk, Clifton blocks 2, 4 and 5, Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, North Nazimabad’s Block H and Q, Gulshan blocks 2, 5, 10, 10-A and Gulistan-i-Jauhar’s blocks 1, 2, 3 and 17.


When a senior official of the KWSB belonging to its water distribution system was contacted to know the cause of the persisting water shortage, he said that they have been getting less supply from the Indus source.

However, another official of the KWSB’s Water Trunk Main division responsible for bulk water supply system refuted the claim, saying that whenever officials belonging to the water distribution system failed to ensure equitable distribution of water, they start blaming the WTM division.

(Dawn-17, 26/05/2007)

Effluent treatment plant inaugurated

KARACHI, May 26: President General Pervez Musharraf reiterated the need to safeguard the environment side by side with ensuring economic development as he inaugurated an effluent treatment plant in the Korangi industrial area here on Saturday.


Speaking on the occasion, the president said the project, called the Combined Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP), should have been undertaken much earlier in view of its significance. He hoped that in the future many more such plants would be established.


The cost of the project -- Rs492 million -- has been shared by the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), Ministry of Commerce, Pakistan Tanners Association (PTA) Southern Zone, the government of the Netherlands, the government of Sindh and the city district government Karachi.

The plant has the capacity to treat a total of 42,000 cubic meters of waste water per day including 16,500 cubic meters per day of tannery waste water and 26,000 cubic meters per day of domestic waste water.


The president said this facility was an example of the public-private partnership and it would greatly benefit the industries and also improve the country’s international image.

He pointed out that there was a lack of awareness in the country with regard to the environment and this could be owing to the paucity of resources, poverty and other factors. He said that side by side with economic progress due care would be taken to protect the environment and create the necessary awareness among the people.

“We need to clean up our cities, towns and waters as well as the air,” President Musharraf said.

He underlined the need for more projects like the CETP and said the government would contribute to such efforts as much as possible.“We must ensure that we are internationally competitive and recognised as being environment-friendly,” he said.


Speaking on the occasion, Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan appreciated the effluent treatment project, which he said has been spearheaded by the private sector with the support of his ministry and the TDAP.

(Dawn-17, 27/05/2007)

KWSB welcomes monsoon with emergency warning


KARACHI: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) declared an emergency on Tuesday, to cope with any untoward situation as monsoon rains approach the city.  The decision was taken on directives of City Nazim and KWSB Chairman Mustafa Kamal after a forecast of the MET office said that light rain was expected in the city in the next 24 hours. 


KWSB Managing Director Ghulam Arif Khan has said that all four complaint centers of the KWSB will be functioning round the clock during this emergency period. 

Khan, on directives of the city nazim, also instructed the staff deputed on town level to maintain the smooth supply of potable water through generators if the electricity was disturbed by rains. He directed them to cover all manholes in their respective areas to save the residents from falling into open manholes and to complete the task cleaning the storm and sewerage drains. 


The complaint centers that have been made operational to address complaints on priority basis are: Zone I to address problems of Landhi, Korangi, Malir, Bin Qasim Town and Shah Faisal Town. Area residents can lodge their complaints on 021-9230317. 


The residents of Zone II-A and II-B, that is Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Lyari, Jamshed, Liaquatabad, Saddar and Keamari towns, can contact their complaint center at 021-9231227 and 021-9231218. 


The residents of Zone III that comprises Orangi, Baldia, SITE, Gadap, North Karachi, North Nazimabad and Gulberg towns can lodge their complaints 021-9230318.


The central complaint center is located on Shahra-e-Faisal that can be contacted at 021-9245138 and 021-9245140.


The roads that are expected to cause most problems for the residents during the monsoon rains are New Karachi Road, Rashid Minhas Road from Sohrab Goth to Shafi Morr, Shahra-e-Pakistan from Sohrab Goth to Ayesha Manzil, Main New Karachi Road from Shah Waliullah Chowrangi to Telephone Exchange, Shahra-e-Noor Jahan in North Nazimabad, University Road from Hassan Square to Jail Chowrangi, Kashmir Road, Shahra-e-Darul Uloom in Landhi, Road 12,000 and Road 8,000 in Korangi Town. 
Citizens have shown deep concern over the slow pace of construction of these roads as most of them believe that history would repeat itself with the city sinking again this year like it did last year.

(Daily Times-B1, 30/05/2007)

Water supply to Sindhi Mohalla inaugurated

At least 45,000 residents of 120-year-old habitat of Sindhi Mohalla in Jehanabad (UC-3), Site Town, have been supplied with fresh potable water through pipeline on Wednesday, while the work on laying sewerage system costing Rs.36 million has also been started, as Nazim Karachi Syed Mustafa Kamal inaugurated the newly laid waterline in the area on Wednesday. 


Sindhi Mohalla in Jehanabad had remained deprived of any water and sewerage system. 


Additional Vice Chairman KWSB Moin Khan, Town Nazim Izharuddin and other elected representatives were also present at a large gathering of the area people belonging to various communities. 


Addressing on the occasion, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal said that with the laying of waterline for Baldia Town at a cost of Rs.620 million and for Orangi Town costing Rs.280 million in September, the Site Town would be getting water supply round the clock. 

“Over the period of 21 months Haq Parast leadership of CDGK has spent millions of rupees on laying water and sewerage system in those deprived areas which had none of any Haq Parast UC members. “UC-3 Nazim of Site Town also hails from other party but despite that top priority was given on the provision of water to the area residents,” he mentioned.


Mustafa said it was a sheer injustice that almost 45,000 people of the union council were never provided with the most basic necessity like water, adding, it was the present city government that provided potable water for the first time to this area. “Now it is up to the people living here to decide as to who is their well-wisher,” he said.


The Nazim further said†that the present city government has sanctioned Rs.50 million for each town on equal basis for water and sewerage works, while every union council was given Rs.9.6 million for uplift works.

He said that the city government was laying especial focus on the backward and less-deve oped areas of the city in order to bring them at par with the developed areas.

(The News-14, 31/05/2007)

JUNE

Impending water crisis


WATER is already in short supply in Pakistan and is becoming scarcer by the year. According to a recent environment ministry study, per capita availability of water has fallen by almost 80 per cent in the last 55 years — from 5,300 cubic metres per person in 1951 to 1,105 cubic metres in 2006. A burgeoning population is largely to blame for this decline and global warming is only making matters worse. The Himalayan glaciers that provide the Indus with almost 80 per cent of its waters are said to be receding at a rate of 30 to 50 metres annually and could be exhausted in 50 years. As the earth becomes hotter and the glaciers melt faster, a surge in river flows is expected in the initial phase — a phenomenon that carries its own hazards of floods and landslides. This misleading time of plenty will, however, be followed by a permanent decrease in river flows in the Indus basin, dealing a crippling blow to life as we know it. Pakistan is among the countries likely to be hardest hit by water scarcity in about two decades’ time, and it is estimated that over 90 per cent of all available sources will be fully utilised in the next 50 years.


The situation as it stands today is critical. Efforts to rationalise water use must necessarily focus on agriculture, which consumes an estimated 95 to 97 per cent of available water and will be most affected by the impending crisis. The environment ministry estimates that agriculture contributes nearly 25 per cent to the GDP and directly employs 46 per cent of the country’s workforce.


Any major setback to agriculture will spell economic ruin and trigger a mass migration to the cities. To make optimal use of water, irrigation canals need to be lined to minimise losses and farmland levelled to reduce run-off and improve water retention. Modern farming methods such as drip irrigation, surge irrigation and low-energy precise application are not only water-efficient but can also improve yield per acre. The country is drying up and the time to act is now.

(Dawn-7, 01/06/2007)

Blame game in KWSB as water crisis continues

KARACHI, June 1: Various parts of the city have been facing a water crisis for over a fortnight due to the lack of coordination between the KWSB’s water distribution system and Water Trunk Main (WTM) division (Bulk Supply).


As the blame game between these key departments continues, the ultimate sufferers of this absurd situation are the consumers, who have to live with little or scant water supply in the current sultry weather.


Power breakdowns, which occurred twice at the Hub pumping station recently, have also badly affected the water supply position of almost the entire city.


Some of the hardest hit areas included Gulistan-i-Jauhar, Gulshan-i-Iqbal, Shaheed-i-Millat Road, Mehmoodabad, Manzoor Colony, Federal B Area, Clifton, Ramswami, Ranchore Line, Baghdadi, Kalri, Nawabad and Daryabad. Residents complained that whenever they succeed in getting hold of the chief engineers or the executive engineers of their respective zones, they (engineers) simply shifted the blame to the officials of the WTM division. The complainants were told that the volume of water supplied was much less than the quota, hence the engineers were unable to ensure a judicious supply in their respective zones.

POWER FAILIURE: The KWSB Chief Engineer (Electrical and Mechanical), Gulzar Memon, admitted that the city on Friday suffered a shortfall of 24 million gallons of water owing to the non-availability of electricity twice at the Hub pumping station.


The first breakdown occurred from 12 midnight to 4.30am on Friday and again from 4pm to 5.30pm on the same day, he told Dawn. He said these frequent power failures taking place at the water distribution pumping stations (local pumping stations) were affecting the water supply position of almost the entire city.


Asked about the impact of short supply from the Hub pumping station, he said that the water supply of a number of towns hooked to the pumping station including Site, Baldia, Orangi, North Karachi and parts of Surjani will be affected badly on Saturday as well.


Moreover, frequent power failures occurring at local pumping stations of Saudabad, Sakhi Hassan and Shah Faisal are also responsible for creating water shortage problems in the localities hooked to these pumping stations, he added.

To a question whether the KWSB has asked the KESC to exempt the pumping stations from load-shedding, he replied in the affirmative, saying that all such requests have, so far, remained unheeded.


However, the residents of all those localities which are in the grip of an acute water shortage said that it was beyond their comprehension why they were being deprived of water when their localities are neither supplied from Hub nor fed water from other local pumping stations where, according to the KWSB, power breakdowns have become routine.

(Dawn-19, 02/06/2007)

Hydrants being made town-specific from 15th

KARACHI, June 3: The long-awaited decision of making hydrants in the city ‘town-specific’ is now expected to be implemented on June 15, it is learnt.

The decision was originally to be implemented in January/February but a delay of almost 18 months has been caused and the factors involved appeared to be selection of sites for new hydrants, installation of filling points, reluctance on the part of some town nazims over control of the hydrants, etc.


Although the plan has apparently been finalised, sources in the KWSB have termed the timing for the implementation of the decision ‘ill-advised’, pointing out that summer would be at its peak and so would be the water demand. They apprehended that the ‘tanker mafia’ which always did a roaring business, would hinder the smooth functioning of the hydrants in order to frustrate the KWSB’s efforts to overcome a possible water crisis.


With the opening of the town-specific hydrants, the Rangers would hand over the seven KWSB hydrants, currently under their control, to the Board. Subsequently, the KWSB will give the hydrants under the control of their respective towns.


Highlighting merits of the Board’s move, the sources said that movement of the tankers registered with a hydrant in a town would be restricted to that particular town. The tankers would be allotted a distinguishing colour and this would make it easy to check any violation in this regard.


The sources recalled that the idea of operating town-specific hydrant was floated when President Pervez Musharraf took a serious notice of the tanker mafia’s highhandedness and asked City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal to get the city rid of it. The city government was, at that time desperately struggling to get the K-III project commissioned to ensure supply of 100 million gallons per day (mgd) additional water to the city. He idea came up under discussion at a number of subsequent meetings between the top KWSB officials and Rangers officers.

It was decided that as soon as the hydrants were made functional, the Rangers would hand over the KWSB hydrants to the Board.


Though the setting up of town-specific hydrants has entered its final stage of completion, some of the KWSB hydrants, located in residential areas and being managed by the Rangers, are being retained by the town nazims concerned. These hydrants would continue to operate at same place instead of being shifted to the outskirts of the respective towns.


The existence of these hydrants in the residential areas of Muslimabad, Federal B Area and Sakhi Hassan has not only become a permanent nuisance as the water tankers shuttling between the hydrants and their destinations quite frequently day and night cause destruction of road, accidents and breach of privacy of those living around the hydrants.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 04/06/2007)

Sunlight termed cheapest source for water purification

Experts at a seminar held in connection with World Environment Day here said that sun rays could kill germs in water causing various diseases like gastroenteritis and diarrhea, and potable water could be purfired by exposing it to sunlight. 


The seminar was jointly organised by the Gastroentreology Association and Pakistan Medical Association at PMA House Karachi on Sunday night. A large number of doctors, medical students and social workers attended the seminar. Speaking on the occasion, Nargis Latif of Gul Bahao said a lot of hue and cry was being raised over spread of infectious diseases, but little effort was made to find working solutions. 


She said that the vice-chancellor of Dow University of Health Sciences at a recent conference had said that diseases, spreading through consumption of contaminated water, could be controlled by exposing water to sunlight before use. Nargis added that, since the last eight years, she had been trying to highlight that sunlight was the natural purifier or water, and diarrhea and other waterborne diseases could be controlled by using this simple method. 


She stated that the challenge before her was the kind of water container to be used as conventional containers like the earth ware pots, coolers and metal utensils, etc which were opaque so that sunlight cannot pass through them and if their lids are removed contamination in the surroundings would freely enter the vessels. No doubt glass bottles with their corks on were available but in households with children, using them would be very inconvenient, she noted. 

Latif pointed out that the best solution she discovered was transparent plastic water bottles. She said for purifying water these bottles should be filled up with tap water and then put them in the sunlight for a few hours and later this purified water could be safely used after cooling. 


She called it ‘Paki Pani’, meaning pure water. The advantage of this methodology is its superiority to boiling water. Unlike boiling water, Paki Pani retains its mineral contents while the germs are killed. 


To a question about what was the scientific rationale behind this technique and why no one had thought about it earlier, she said it were the ultra-violet rays from sun, which had germicidal qualities. She added that ultra-violet rays of sun kill all kinds of bacteria and viruses and make ordinary tap water fit for human consumption. 


To another question, she was of the view that as sunshine was not available in abundance everywhere the people in the West have to produce ultraviolet rays artificially in their water purifying systems. “We in the East and especially in Pakistan are fortunate to have plenty of sunshine of long duration most of the year. Hence Paki Pani is the cheapest and very useful method of water purification”, she observed.

(The News-14, 05/06/2007)
40m gallons of waste each day


KARACHI: World Environment Day 2007 will be celebrated in the city today, and for one day at least residents might forget about the 40 million gallons of untreated sewerage being poured into the Arabian Sea daily. This includes dangerous industrial chemicals from four major industrial sites in the city. Also included in what Karachi sends into the sea daily are the 6,000 tonnes of garbage, mostly plastic waste, shopping bags, and domestic and industrial waste. All of this has led to a complete eradication of several precious species from the shores of the Arabian Sea.


“Karachi produces more than 270 gallons of sewerage water that needs to be treated properly. Out of this, however, 40 million gallons of sewerage, including industrial chemicals, are poured into sea from Lyari and Malir,” environmentalist Dr Mirza Arshad Baig told Daily Times. Also, the city produces 15,000 tonnes of garbage daily, including commercial and domestic waste, out of which 6,000 tonnes are thrown into the sea from Hub River and Ibrahim Hyderi village, Baig said. 

“The City District Government Karachi is the biggest polluter of all by throwing such huge amounts of sewerage and garbage into the sea,” Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum (PFF) chairperson, Muhammad Ali Shah, claimed.


Moreover, the reduction of fresh water from the Indus water from downstream Kotri has also affected marine life badly, Shah said, adding that oysters have disappeared completely from the shores of the Arabian Sea, and the numbers of sharks, pomphret, dolphins, palla (a famous fish from Sindh), and hundreds of other fish species have reduced drastically. 


Mangroves covered 129,000 hectors in 1998 (97% of the total mangrove area in the country). The forests were said to be the seventh largest in the world. They have now decreased to a mere 75,000 acres.

(Daily Times-B1, 05/06/2007)

Filter plant installed at Banaras Chowk


KARACHI, June 7: On the directive of the nazim of Site Town, Izharuddin Ahmed, a water filter plant has been installed at Banaras Chowk at a cost of Rs5.8 million. The residents of UC-7 and other adjoining areas will primarily benefit from the plant.


The town nazim said that Banaras Road — from Bacha Khan Chowk to Orangi — would be carpeted next month after the laying of a 48-inch diameter water line and an 18-inch dia sewerage line. This project has been in limbo since last year.


The nazim said that work on this project would begin from June 9. He said that City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal would inaugurate the Abdullah College-Metroville flyover on this road soon. He said that the Rs2 billion Banaras-Orangi Road project was abandoned in the past but the present government had released funds for this scheme.


PUMPING STATION: Work on the construction of a new water pumping station in Shah Faisal Town has started at a cost of Rs31 million.

The new pumping station will have underground tanks while two motor pumps of 60 horse power will be installed, which would pump water at 2,000 gallons per minute.

This was stated by the Nazim of Shah Faisal Town, Mohammed Imran, during the inspection of ongoing development works and the construction work of a new pumping station in UC-1.


Besides the areas which have been transferred from the Faisal Cantonment to the limits of Shah Faisal Town, the water distribution system in Drigh Road Cantonment Bazaar, new and old Iqbalabad, Al-Haider Society, Tandoor Colony, Rehmanabad, Natha Khan Goth and Sadat Colony will be improved.


The nazim said that in order to improve the water supply system, the replacement of old pipelines is in the final stages of completion in all the UCs.


MUNICIPAL PROBLEMS: Nazim Orangi Town, Abdul Haq, has directed the officials and contractors to ensure the speedy solution of municipal problems and the completion of projects under an elaborate strategy to provide relief to the people.

He issued the directive during a visit to under-construction development works on Thursday. He also inspected the construction of a drain and said its completion will help improve sewerage disposal and benefit thousands of people.

He appealed to the people to voluntarily remove encroachments and desist from putting up new ones because these affect the construction and repair work.


The nazim also inspected the construction work of Maulana Shaukat Ali Road and the storm-water drain constructed at Ziaul Haq Chowk.

(Dawn-18, 08/06/2007)

Lyari water project almost complete

KARACHI, June 12: City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal has promised that the project for supply of six million gallon daily additional water to Lyari Town will be completed in a month.

Almost 90 per cent of work on the project had been completed, he said while talking to the nazims, naib nazims and councillors of different union councils of Lyari Town, most of them from the opposition group, at his office on Tuesday.


The city nazim briefed them on various projects undertaken by the city government for the residents of Lyari.

However, the elected representatives had mixed feelings about the projects. Some of them expressed dissatisfaction over the lack of basic necessities in their localities while others appreciated the nazim for resolving the decade-old issue of water shortage.


A couple of councillors expressing no confidence in the nazim criticised the city government for its apathy towards the plight of people. They said the nazim did nothing for the provision of adequate health, education, infrastructure and other facilities in Lyari.


A woman councillor asked Mr Kamal to give priority to the problems of Lyari, as it was still backward despite being one of the oldest areas of Karachi. She said the nazim should visit Lyari to get aware of the real issues.


Mr Kamal said the development work in the city was being carried out without any discrimination and Lyari was not an exception. “It is my initiative that I called you people in my office to inform you about what the Haq Parast leadership is doing in Lyari,” he remarked.

Almost every participant of the meeting urged the nazim to visit Lyari on a regular basis and hold regular meetings with them at his office in order to get first-hand information about the problems of the town.


Mr Kamal assured the delegation that he would invite them again within a week or two and listen to their problems in the presence of the city government department heads and all their problems would be solved.

The meeting was followed by a visit to different sites of the water supply project.


Briefing the elected representatives regarding what he called the historic work to supply water to Lyari Town, he said the city government was implementing a development programme for Lyari.
He said consultation with the elected representatives of the town on the issue of water distribution and installation of an additional waterline would continue on a regular basis.


Mr Kamal said 90 per cent of the water problem in the town would be solved with the commission of the new line.

When one of the councillors requested the nazim to announce a Rs50 million package for Lyari, he said he was ready to sanction Rs500 million for good schemes.


Lyari Town Nazim Malik Fayyaz, KWSB additional vice-chairman Moin Khan, city government officials and others were present.

(Dawn-19, 13/06/2007)

KWSB’s recovery system be improved

KARACHI, June 15: Terming the KWSB’s revenue recovery position as ‘poor,’ the utility’s Managing Director, Ghulam Arif, said here on Thursday that though an eight per cent increase in revenue has been achieved in the current fiscal year, it is not satisfactory and hence required more efforts on the part of the utility’s revenue officials.


Admitting that non-revenue water (NRW) is very high, he attributed it to water theft and illegal connections, saying that such practices were not only rampant outside the city’s jurisdiction but within the city limits.

He said this while delivering a speech at a one-day orientation workshop on “Performance Benchmarking” held at a local hotel here under the aegis of the KWSB with the technical support of the World Bank’s Water and Sanitation Programme for South Asia (WSP-SA).


The other speakers included World Bank economist Alexander V. Danilenko, KWSB’s Deputy Managing Director (Planning) Suleman Chandio, the WSP-SA’s Mark Ellery and Masroor Ahmad. A large number of the KWSB’s senior officers including Chief Engineers Asoodomal, Ali Mohammad Palejo, Syed Israr Zaidi and others were present on the occasion.

(Dawn-18, 16/06/2007)

KWSB promises more water supply to Site


KARACHI, June 16: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board will augment the water supply to Site area so as to bring it to 8mgd within a week.


This assurance was given by KWSB Superintending Engineer Anwar Saeed during a meeting with Site Limited and Site Association office-bearers at the association’s office here on Saturday.

The meeting was called on the intervention of the city nazim to discuss the lingering water shortage in the area which was getting around 2.5mgd to 4.7mgd water against the allocated quota of 8mgd for the last many days.


Mr Saeed said that the KWSB was working round-the-clock to augment water supply from 24-inch-dia connection at Banaras Chowk and would be in a position to augment it from 3mgd to 5mgd within a week. Thereafter the KWSB authorities would stand committed to supplying 8mgd water (5 plus 3mgd from five other connections) to Site area.


On the question of interruptions in water supply to Site area, it was reported that it was due to power breakdowns and the water utility lacked generators to ensure an uninterrupted supply.

Imran Shaukat of the Site Association said that the Sindh governor during a visit to the association’s office on May 31, 2006 had ordered the KWSB to ensure supply of allocated quota of water to Site Ltd. He had also announced an enhancement in the quota to 12mgd on the commissioning of K-III Project, but to no avail.

He urged the KWSB engineers to repair 25 leakages in various supply lines besides installation of a meter at Regent Cinema (Nazimabad) and to arrange generators to ensure 8mgd water supply to Site area.


NEW KARACHI: The administration of New Karachi Town has declared rain emergency and cancelled leaves of all sanitary staff. This was stated by Town Nazim Muhammad Hanif Surti while inspecting the ongoing uplift projects in different areas of the town on Saturday. He said emergency centres had been made operational with phone numbers 021-6950007-8 where citizens could register their complaints.

(Dawn-18, 17/06/2007)

City’s 45pc water going waste

KARACHI, June 17: The ratio of non-revenue water (NRW) in the city’s total water supply from both the Indus River and Hub Dam sources has jumped to 45 per cent, thus leaving only 351 million gallons of water per day (mgd) for a population of 16 million people.

And if 40 per cent of the 351mgd of water is being used for non-domestic purposes, the water meant for domestic use comes to just 211mgd.


This and some other startling disclosures have been made in a report prepared by a study team of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (Jica). The Jica team’s study is aimed at formulating a master plan for the development of water and sewerage systems in Karachi up to the year 2025, which is to be incorporated in the much-awaited overall master plan of the city.


The modus operandi applied by the Jica study team for calculating the overall water losses is that it had added 35 per cent technical water losses (unaccounted for water such as physical losses, meter inaccuracy and unauthorised consumption) in the transmission and distribution systems from the filtration plants to consumers to 10 per cent non-technical losses (unbilled authorised consumption) in the system. Thus, the NRW has been assumed to be 45 per cent, the study states.


Elaborating further, the report said that having a total bulk water supply capacity of 720mgd (645mgd from the Indus River and 75mgd from the Hub Dam), the ratio of the city’s non-revenue water has reached an alarming stage of 45 per cent and thus indicates that the current water supply for both domestic and non-domestic purposes has declined to just 351mgd.


Cautioning that Karachi will continuously be subjected to severe water constraints over many years to come owing to its exploding population and the limited availability of water resources, the study points out that the city is located in an arid region where the annual precipitation is less than 200mm.

“There are no prospective surface or underground water sources within the city or in its surrounding areas that can be developed on a large scale to meet the enormous water demand of the mega city,” the study says, adding that “Karachi seems to be the only city in the world which lies in (an arid zone) with a large population of 16 million people.”


Divulging the details, the report said: “At present, Karachi has a total bulk water supply from the Indus River and the Hub Dam. These water sources are located about 150 and 40 kilometres away from the central part of the city, respectively. The water is conveyed through the bulk water supply system comprising open canals, conduits, bulk pumping stations, rising mains and water purification plants.

“In the Indus River system, approximately 33mgd of raw water is being (subtracted) from the KG Canal before the Gujjo Headworks (to) supply the Pakistan Steel Mills, Port Qasim Authority, etc. This reduces the total bulk water supply capacity to the city to 687mgd. Assuming that water loss in the bulk water supply system (including evaporation and losses at water purification plants) is 10 per cent, the water that can be made available for the city is estimated to be 625mgd.”

However, the volume of water actually supplied to the city at present is less than 625mgd. It is estimated to be 540mgd. Assuming that leakage in the distribution system is 35pc (NRW at 45 pc), this volume further decreases to 351mgd (540 x 0.65). Further, if 40 per cent of this volume is used for non-domestic purposes, water meant for domestic use is 211mgd (351 x 0.60).


Dividing this volume by 13.61 million, which was equivalent to 90 per cent of the city’s total population in 2005 (15.12 million people) estimated by the Karachi Strategic Master Plan (KSMP), the domestic per capita consumption rate in 2005 has been estimated at 15.50 gallons (70.4 litres) per day.

The study further states that at present, no accurate assessment of leakages in the distribution network is possible and if the actual leakage is higher than 35 per cent, then the per capita consumption rate could be lower than estimated.


Quoting the city government’s KSMP in which the city’s population is projected to increase by more than twofold to 32 million in 2025, the study says that the anticipated increase in the capacity of water sources during the same period, which was only 1,200 cusecs (645mgd), was smaller than the existing capacity of 720mgd.
Keeping in view this simple mathematics, the Jica study apprehends that the city will continue to remain under severe water constraints over many years to come.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-13, 18/06/2007)

KWSB taking back hydrants


KARACHI, June 17: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board will take over the management of several hydrants in the city on Monday (June 18). There are nine hydrants already working under the management of the KWSB. Two of them are located at Guru Mandir and one each at Sakhi Hasan, Federal B. Area, North Karachi, Shah Faisal Colony, Jamia Millia Malir, Juma Goth and Cattle Colony.

A KWSB statement issued here on Sunday said that the restoration of the remaining hydrants to the KWSB was being done on the directive of City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, who had taken the decision while chairing a meeting of the KWSB as its chairman.

(Dawn-14, 18/06/2007)

KWSB to assume control of all hydrants

Following the directives of the City Nazim, Syed Mustafa Kamal, the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) will take over the charge of all the hydrants in the metropolis from Monday, (today). The hydrants working under the administration of Rangers have also been transferred to the KWSB. Decision to this effect was taken at a high-level meeting held at the KWSB office on Saturday. It may be noted here that when water crisis erupted in the metropolis in 1999, the Rangers took over the control of hydrants. At present, the KWSB controls the administration of nine hydrants, in different localities including Gurumandir, Sakhi Hasan, FB area, North East Karachi, Shah Faisal Colony, Jamia Millia, Malir and Cattle Colony.

(The News-13, 18/06/2007)
KWSB, Fire Brigade issue contradictory statements on death of workers

A senior fireman along with other two workers of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB) died of what could best be described as continuous negligence on part of the authorities. As it seems, no precautionary measures were taken before the three stepped down into an 18 to 20 feet deep manhole, near Pakistan Chowk on late Saturday evening, only to face death.


Sources from police, KWSB and Fire Brigade department are all giving different reasons for the cause of these deaths but the information revealed by these sources so far has one thing in common that none of the KWSB workers and the fireman was wearing gas masks.


According to the police, Irfan Ahmed and Danish, the KWSB workers descended into the manhole to connect an old line with the one recently installed by the water board when they fell unconscious inhaling poisonous gas. The fire brigade team reached the spot for rescue operation.


Nazir Muhammad, the police added, went down with some life jackets and tied the other two as to pull them up but it could lift the load and the victims fell down. In the mean time, other workers managed to pull them up and they were rushed to the JPMC where they breathed their last. None of the three was wearing any gas masks, the police added.


When contacted, Ehtisham Saleem, the Chief Fire Officer, told The News that Nazir had slipped while rescuing the two KWSB workers and consequently he suffered a severe head injury that caused his death.

“He was wearing breathing apparatus as protection against the deadly gases therefore it would not be correct to say that he died of inhaling the gases,” Saleem said, adding that the cause of his death was the head injury with severe bleeding. Explaining the complication of the operation, the fire chief said that the entrance to the manhole was narrow and it caused difficulty in rescue operation. He admitted that the KWSB workers were not wearing any gas mask.


Meanwhile, a press release from the KWSB stated that the cause of death of these men was not the negligence of the department. It further stated that the board had installed a 54-inches dia sewerage pipeline at Pakistan Chowk and an old line was being connected to this new line. It also stated that the KWSB personnel were present at the spot with all necessary arrangements.


As the details revealed, one man descended into the manhole to connect the old line to the new one. During the process, poisonous gas emitted from the old line. When this man was being pulled up with the help of a rope, it broke and he fell down. Another worker, who tried to descend into the manhole, could not proceed due to the strong emission of gases. Meanwhile the fire brigade squad reached the spot.


The press release added that one fireman descended into the manhole who later died in this rescue operation. It also mentioned that there was no negligence on part of the KWSB and they carried out the operation with all precautionary measures. The Managing Director KWSB announced that sufficient compensation would be given to the families of the deceased. It is not for the first time that the low income government servants have become victim of such mishaps. 


The authorities never take responsibility of these incidents. The KWSB may be right in saying that they took all precautionary measures before the operation and a similar statement may be issued by the Fire Brigade department and other authorities as well. But it boggles ones mind that whether precautionary measures meant outdated life jackets, no oxygen masks and ropes that cannot lift even three people.

(By Farooq Baloch, The News-14, 18/06/2007)
Takeover of hydrants by KWSB deferred

KARACHI, June 18: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board, which was to take over the nine Rangers-manned hydrants in the city on Monday, has decided to operate them jointly with the Rangers until July 1.

It will start deputing its staff at the hydrants on Tuesday. The decision is apparently aimed at ensuring that the KWSB staff does not face problems in handling the affairs of the hydrants and the water distribution system through tankers once the Rangers are relieved of this responsibility.


The Rangers had been given control of the KWSB hydrants in 1999 when the city was experiencing a water crisis and the Hub dam, supplying 100 million gallon per day to the city, had dried up.


Meanwhile, City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, who is also chairman of the KWSB, presided over a meeting of the Board’s executives and appreciated the Rangers’ performance in operating the hydrants’ efficiently for eight years.

The meeting was attended by DCO Javed Hanif, Managing Director of the KWSB Ghulam Arif, Brig Taqdees of the Rangers and other senior officials.


The nazim said that the Board would pursue the existing distribution system until all towns could take over and operate their respective hydrants.

He said that each town would ultimately be responsible for ensuring a smooth water supply to the deficient localities falling within its jurisdiction until the arrangements for piped water were made.

He said that the hydrants being taken over by the KWSB would finally be given in control of the towns in which they existed.

“A phase-wise closure of hydrants has been decided and the present leadership of the city has already started work on supplying drinking water to every locality through pipelines.


In this regard, the city government has accorded top priority to ensuring clean drinking water to citizens and rectifying the city’s sewerage system.”


KWSB MD Ghulam Arif told the meeting that the system devised by the Rangers would be pursued for one month. All zonal engineers had been made in-charge of their respective hydrants while executive engineers would oversee the hydrants’ operation.

Initially, 120 personnel have been deputed at the hydrants but 50 more persons are to be deputed.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 19/06/2007)

A criminal waste


THERE is no solution in sight for the growing water shortage in Karachi. What is already a distressing situation is expected to worsen over time and could reach critical proportions a few years from now. Inadequate supply in a naturally arid region is the primary cause for concern, but is by no means the only worry. Poor management is also to blame for the severe water constraints facing the city. According to a study by the Japan International Cooperation Agency, ‘technical losses’ account for as much as 35 per cent of the water supplied to Karachi from the Indus River and Hub Dam. This colossal waste includes unauthorised consumption (a euphemism for theft), leakage from pipes, evaporation and losses at purification plants. Another 10 per cent goes towards ‘unbilled authorised consumption’, raising the overall ratio of non-revenue water to 45 per cent of total supply. These technical and non-technical losses mean that only 351 million gallons of water per day are accounted for out of a bulk supply capacity of 720 mgd. If 40 per cent of revenue water is consumed by industry, domestic users are left with just 211 mgd, which is clearly inadequate for a city of nearly 15 million.


Water theft is the key issue, one that is difficult to resolve because many of the smaller pipelines in Karachi can be accessed without much difficulty. Matters are made worse by the fact that pilferage often occurs with the help of the employees of the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. Besides the hefty amount lost to theft, illegal connections also tend to leak and waste even more water. Clamping down on water theft needs to be a priority for the KWSB, as should the repair of both main and subsidiary lines. Consumers too must check their wasteful ways. Many people are guilty of keeping the tap running while washing dishes, brushing their teeth or shaving. The more privileged even hose down their cars and driveways on a regular basis — a criminal practice that cannot be justified even if the water being used has been purchased from tankers. Common sense must prevail.

(Dawn-7, 20/06/2007)

Supply of water from Haleji Lake likely

KARACHI, June 20: The Sindh government will support the revitalisation of Haleji Lake as a source of freshwater for Karachi if the Sindh Wildlife Department forwards such a proposal to the government.

This was one of the many assertions made by Sindh Chief Secretary Shakil Durrani at a consultative workshop titled ‘Development Strategy Plan for Haleji Lake Wildlife Sanctuary,’ which was organised by the Sindh Wildlife Department (SWD) at a local hotel here on Wednesday.


Assuring full support of the Sindh government in the revitalisation of Haleji Lake, he asked the SWD to approach the irrigation department and Karachi Water and Sewerage Board who were planning to increase the water supply to Karachi by raising the embankments of Keenjhar Lake. “If the department comes up with a better option involving Haleji Lake, the Sindh government will support the SWD,” he said.


Admitting the government’s failure in proper enforcement of environmental laws, the chief secretary said that though there had been development in some key sectors and a lot of theoretical work had been done for environmental protection, issues concerning wildlife and nature had largely remained neglected. The consequent situation was grave and should be a cause for concern, he remarked.
“There used to be five to six million birds visiting Pakistan every year. Now their number has reduced to half a million. The situation is worst in Sindh. Thousands of birds used to be killed in a single hunt and, ironically enough, even ordinary birds like the koel and partridges were not spared. Now poaching has reduced, not because the hunters are showing restraint, but because there are few birds left,” he said.

He also asked the department to prepare a baseline study of the Haleji Lake area with the assistance of the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-P) and International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) on an emergency basis.


“The constraints, if there are any, are not financial but rather in terms of ideas, dedication and commitment,” he said.

He also stressed the need for involving the community in the preservation of biodiversity and sustainable development of the site, which is on the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. “Once the community is involved, no one can poach. Locals are the real stakeholders who can protect Haleji Lake,” he said.


Earlier, Dr Fehmida Firdous, Deputy Conservator Wildlife, Hyderabad, briefed the participants of the workshop about the past and present of Haleji Lake. The wetland, she said, used to be a saltwater lake formed by seasonal rainwater collecting in a depression. But in the late 1930s, it was turned into a freshwater reservoir and became a major source of water for Karachi.


“Till 1994, the area was ecologically suitable for aquatic life and vegetation and was an ideal place for birds, mammals and reptiles. Two hundred and twenty bird species were recorded here and the population of birds was 120,000. The place was home to many rare bird species including the black-necked stork, spot-billed ducks and flamingos,” she said.

“Later, the area witnessed drastic changes due to shortages of water. The KWSB declared Haleji Lake a standby reservoir and the supply of water from the Jam branch was hugely curtailed. The minimum requirement of water in the lake is 9,000 million gallons while the existing volume is 5,000MG. Siltation, eutrophication and extreme changes in the chemical composition of water adversely affected the fish stock and the number of migratory birds. The bird population is less than 20,000 now,” she said.


About the solutions, she said the foremost steps needed were the restoration of ample supply of water from the Jam branch; de-weeding and de-siltation of the lake before the wintering season; a baseline study of the lake and the surrounding areas; initiation of research and development projects at the site; dissemination of awareness regarding the importance of the lake and coordination among the various stakeholders.


Dr Najam Khurshid, the only PhD in wetland management in Pakistan and the only South Asian to have served in the Ramsar Secretariat, said three departments — the Water and Power Development Authority, the Sindh Irrigation and Development Authority and the Karachi Water and Sewerage Board -- were responsible for the management of Haleji Lake, but there was no coordination among these departments.

“The unique aspect of Haleji Lake is that it used to support all kinds of bird species. More than 4,000 people of 13 surrounding villages are dependent upon this lake for livelihood, which has greatly suffered following the degradation of the habitat and water quality. The fish stock has depleted and the locals are forced to buy even drinking water,” he said.


About the wetlands in Pakistan, he said there were 19 of them, but none of them had any management plan. There was no awareness either about the economic value of these wetlands, which was seven times more than tropical forests.

“There has been no baseline study of Haleji Lake for 30 years and this was the first workshop on the development strategy for the lake,” he added.


The workshop participants questioned the logic behind the plans of raising the embankments of Keenjhar Lake for more supplies to Karachi that, they said, would adversely affect the ecology of the surrounding area. A better option, they said, was to revive Haleji Lake as a source of freshwater. This would not only meet the water requirements of the city but would be of immense economic value once the place was restored to its past glory.

In his welcome address, Forest and Wildlife Department Secretary Mehmood Ahmed Khan said that Sindh had 10 Ramsar sites out of 19 in Pakistan. Haleji Lake was declared a Ramsar site in 1976 and a wildlife sanctuary in 1977. It was still a bird watchers’ paradise where the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip, opened an information centre in 1982.


Being a signatory to the conventions on biodiversity and migratory birds, it was mandatory upon the departments concerned to improve the conditions at the lake through a proper supply of water, he said.


IUCN Country Representative Sohail Maqbool Malik and WWF Deputy Director-General Dr Ghulam Akbar assured full support to the SWD for the lake’s regeneration.

(By Faiza Ilyas, Dawn-17, 21/06/2007)

Site area to get 25MGD desalinated water


The Site Industrial area will get a supply of 25MGD desalinated water to meet the shortage of water in the area. The project, which includes 50MGD water treatment capacity, was undertaken with the cooperation of the private sector and a company from UAE has been provided with 100 acres land in this connection. This was stated by city Nazim on Wednesday.

(The News-13, 21/06/2007)
Karachi-Hyderabad bus service delayed


The luxurious intercity bus service between Karachi and Hyderabad has been delayed by more than a week due to the recent change of district head in Hyderabad, sources said. A couple of months ago private company ‘Daewoo’ showed its interest in this bus service and signed a contract with the Sindh Government according to, which the bus service was supposed to start from June 10. However, the sources from Sindh Ministry of Transport told The News that the District Coordination Officer (DCO) of Hyderabad looking after the arrangements in this regard has been replaced by a new DCO. Therefore, now he will be requiring few more days to finalise all the arrangements for the bus service. The sources said that the arrangements in Karachi have already been completed.

(The News-19, 21/06/2007)
Tankers making a killing at KWSB expense

KARACHI, June 23: Private water tankers, drawing a maximum of 20 million gallons of water per day (mgd) from the KWSB source, are earning around Rs1.8 billion per annum, whereas the water utility itself is generating only Rs2 billion yearly by supplying 400mgd of water to its 1.4 million consumers in the city.


These incredible figures can be calculated by taking into account the fact that though the water tankers’ filling rates at the nine Rangers-manned hydrants -- belonging to the KWSB -- are Rs44 per 1,000 gallons for domestic purposes and Rs73 per 1,000 gallons for commercial purposes, the private tankers charge five times more than the filling charges from their customers, whether they are residents of water-starved localities or commercial concerns.


For instance, if a 1,000-gallon tanker meant for domestic purposes is paying Rs44 filling charges at any of the nine hydrants, it is sold for a minimum of Rs250 in a water-starved locality, which is more than five times higher than the filling charges.


Similarly, a tanker paying filling charges on commercial rates of Rs73 per 1,000 gallons charges between Rs400 and Rs500 from commercial concerns and industries.

Moreover, an official document obtained by Dawn shows that water obtained from all the nine hydrants to the tune of 15 to 20mgd comes to Rs1 million daily, which means that if this amount for filling charges (Rs1m) is multiplied by 365 days it comes to Rs365 million per annum. But since the private tankers sell the water at rates five times higher than the filling charges, the tankers drawing water from the KWSB hydrants are making Rs1.8 billion yearly.


The document further says that an “artificial water shortage created with the connivance of water board staff and the tanker mafia has enhanced the sale of tankers.”


Private tankers drawing water from the hydrants are making between 13,750 and 15,390 trips daily (3,400 to 4,000 gratis trips and 10,000 to 12,000 commercial trips).


In this regard the document says that “the internal staff of the public/private sector societies/industries/residential flats’ associations, in connivance with the tanker mafia and the KWSB staff, create (an) artificial shortage for boosting the commercial supply of water through (the) tankers. Besides, the town administrations (have) failed to check such incidents,” the document stated.

(By Azizullah Sharif, Dawn-17, 24/06/2007)

Contaminated water becoming major problem


ISLAMABAD: The federal capital is receiving contaminated water supply as the Capital Development Authority (CDA) has failed to repair leaking and old pipelines, residents told Daily Times on Sunday. 

Simly and Khanpur dams are the major sources that supply water to the federal capital but the CDA has no arrangement to supply water through safe pipelines to the residents.


About nine million gallons of water per day is being supplied from the Simly Dam. The Simly Dam’s main water supply-line could not be monitored over 25 kilometres, said a CDA official, requesting anonymity, adding that the dam was receiving a lot of waste of the poultry farms situated around it.

He said that chlorine being used to purify the water was ineffective, as the people for illegal connections had damaged the supply-line coming from the dam. He said that damaged and open supply-line due to illegal connections at various places was contaminating the water. However, the water received from the Simly dam was being checked at the seven million gallons reservoir near the Pak Secretariat, the official said, adding that there again chlorine and other chemicals were used to purify the water.


When water from this reservoir is supplied to various sectors again sewerage lines and broken water pipelines get mixed and residents receive contaminated water, he said. He said that in Islamabad underground water seepage was found at the depth of 450 feet. He said 18 nullahs in and around the city were also a major source of seepage and water contamination. 

He said that water test was very necessary for bore system to get underground water. He said the CDA’s broken pipelines and illegal connections were the major cause of water contamination.

He said that contaminated water supply was major problem of the residents of the federal capital, especially in Sector I-10. He said illegal connections and leakage in pipelines were common in this sector. Riaz Ahmed, a resident of Sector I-10, said that he had spent a heavy amount to get potable water from the private sector. The CDA repairs broken pipelines on temporary basis and does not find a durable solution to it, he added.


When Daily Times contacted, CDA Maintenance Director Tanveer Hussain Shah admitted that there was problem of contamination due to mixing of sewerage with broken water supply-lines. Shah said there were also water supply-lines, which were broken and pass through nullahs that also contaminate the water. He said that on the complaints of residents the leaking supply lines were being repaired.


Jalal Shah, another citizen of this sector, said that on the one hand the government was claiming measures to ensure public health on the other hand it had raised the water test fee at the state run laboratories which was not affordable for a common man. He said the National Institute of Health (NIH) had increased the charges on all food items’ tests for the private sector. Shahid Akhtar, a senior official of NIH, told Daily Times that the test charges had been increased as modern equipment was being used.


Health experts have expressed grave concern over the contaminated water supply. Dr Nauman Niaz, a health expert, said that contaminated water was causing many diseases such as cholera, giardiasis and enteric fever (typhoid). He said that contaminated water was the main cause of gastroenteritis. Sources said that the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) and the Federal Government Services Hospital (FGSH) were receiving 45 to 50 gastroenteritis patients daily.


There are almost ten water reservoirs from where water is supplied to various sectors of Islamabad. The CDA Health Directorate is responsible to check water of these reservoirs. “We collect samples from various sectors of Islamabad, including the water reservoirs, to ensure the purification of water supplied to residents,” said CDA Health Directorate Deputy Director Dr Mehmood Arshad.


The CDA Environmental Protection Cell and Water Lab Deputy Director Sajjad Shah said the authority would hire services of five consultants to address the problem of water and air pollution. Shah said the nullahs were also being cleaned to make the environment pollution free.

(Daily Times-A3, 25/06/2007)
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