3rd June 2010

Mr. Nacem Ahmed Mughal

Director General 0
Environmental Protection Agency By P
Government of Sindh CITIZENS FOR
ST-2/1, Sector-23 o

Korangi Industrial Area, Karachi

Re: Comments/objections to EIA Report

Signal-Free Corridor-4 (Sharah-eFaisal)
Dear Sir

Apropos your public notice dated May 15, 2010 in Daily Dawn, we have the following
observations and objections to make:

1) Our basic contention is that the SFC-4 project:

a) is not required, as more sensible, cheaper and environmentally-sustainable
alternatives are available,

b) is a waste of scarce public/taxpayer resources, and

¢) exacerbates, in the medium and long term, the traffic congestion and
noise/air pollution problem in the city of Karachi

In the words of that world-famous urban strategist and former Mayor of Bogota,
Enrique Penalosa, who was invited to Karachi by the CDGK in 2007 to expound
on traffic issues: “To make more highways or bigger roads to solve traffic
Jams is like trying to put out a fire with gasoline.” The CDGK'’s construction
of flyovers/over-passes (which is equivalent to enhancing road capacity) is
unfortunately moving towards a ‘car-friendly’ city at the expense of a ‘people-
friendly’ city.

2) The essential problems with constructing eight additional flyovers on this “elitist
Corridor 4" * are succinctly summed up in the following statements :

a) | “Deficiencies in the public transport | CDGK must reduce single-occupancy
services together with the enormous | vehicles (cars) on the roads, and
increase in private vehicle ownerships | implement affordable & convenient
during the 2005-08 period have public transport systems: CNG

aggravated the road transportation | buses, bus rapid transit (BRT)

problems.”™ systems, circular railway, etc

Page 1/3

Donations 1o Shehri-CBE ore opproved under Section 2[36)ic) of the Income Tox Ordinance, 2001

SHEHRI-CBE, 206-G, Block-2, PE.C.H.S., Karochi-75400, Tel : 4530646, 4382298, Fox : 92-21-4530646
E-mail: info@shehri.org, shehri@cyber.net.pk (web site) URL: http://www.shehri.org



3)

4)

5)

6)

b) | “Cormdor 4 is ailready heavily congested | The public transport system |
as well as polluted due to operation of a | in the private sector] must be
dilapidated transport system.™ improved /subsidized on a war-footing

¢) | “Project Proponent/Contact Person: EDO Traffic/road-planning is not within the
(Works & Seruvices) CDGK™ purview of the Work & Services
Department. It is the function of the
Planning Departments: Transport,
Traffic Engineering, Master Plan

*All italicized statements in this para have been taken from the EIA Report

While short-term relief may be obtained at intersections, the consequential
increase in traffic (especially private cars) will increase congestion, noise and air
pollution. Thus flyovers/overpasses are ‘band-aid solutions’ which divert human,
political and financial resources from the actual alternative solutions outlined
below. While we have been hearing for the past three decades about effective
mass transport systems for Karachi, all we see are billions of rupees spent by
successive administrations on flyovers, overpasses and road-widening --- money
that could have been utilized for public transport systems.

The CDGK is being shortsighted when they encourage more and more private
cars to come on the roads by providing signal-free roads. Most of these cars have
single occupants and are detrimental to the economic and environmental health
of the city. (See copy of op-ed item entitled “Cities for cars or people? in NEWS of
28-3-2005 <http:/ /pakteahouse.wordpress.com /2007 /11/24/from-karachi-
cities-for-cars-orpeople/>).

The need of the pedestrians of Karachi has not been catered to. Signal-free/ high-
speed roads cater to the 5% high-income who own cars, and ignore the
requirements of the 95% middle/low income (see Annexure-A). The majority of
citizens find it dangerous to cross existing signal-free corridors in Karachi, and
the number of fatal accidents on these corridors has increased. The number of
over-head pedestrian bridges (existing and planned) is completely inadequate.

The ostensible purpose of the Corridor-4 exercise is to improve the traffic-
handling capac ity of Sharah-e-Faisal. Recognizing that traffic flows smoothly
through the narrow streets of central London (without any flyovers}, we need to
carefully examine alternative techniques and improvements (see Annexure-B).
Please understand that many of these techniques merely involve implementing
the existing traffic, parking and encroachment laws.
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71 The exhaustive consideration of alternatives, which is a primary and cri P
of an EIA report, has merited less than two pages in this 283-page document. It
shows that the EIA study is a paper exercise ‘to fill the stomach of the file". The
CDGK (and SEPA) is not seriously interested in properly investigating other
options and choices to solving the traffic problems of Sharah-e-Faisal and other
roads of Karachi, or in complying with the environmental laws.

This is also apparent from the fact that

a) originally an IEE for four flyovers was submitted by CDGK and approved by
SEPA (despite numerous letters from Shehri asking for an EIA) so that the
voice of the citizens could be suppressed, and

b) construction has commenced on flyovers (e.g., Tipu Sultan Road) that have
not been approved even in the IEE, and SEPA has taken no action to stop
this blatant violation of the law.

8) Our preliminary comments on the Corridor-4 plan are given in Annexure-C.

9) Please study the attached graph, The hockey stick’, which shows how the world
is over-consuming and is headed towards catastrophe (download and read:
<westcoastclimateequity.org/2009/07/05/beyond-the-hockev-stick-infinite-growth-is-
impossible”>). We need to simplify our choices and find/implement sustainable
solutions.

We will be submitting additional comments at the hearing.

Sincerely,

Mrs Amber Ali bhai
General Secretary
Shehri: CBE

Encl: Annexures-A to -D

c.c. Federal Secretary, Ministry of Environment (GoP)
Secretary Environment, Sindh
Director General, Pakistan EPA
Administrator, CDGK
EDO (MPGO), CDGK
EDO (Transport & Communications), CDGK
DG, Traffic Engineering, CDGK Page 3/3



Annexure -A

Sample photographs of traffic issues on Sharah -e-Faisal
during peak hours

The traffic -handling capacity of the existing at -grade road could be increased manifold, if the
relevant laws and traffic discipline were implemented, including the following:

1.

ok wn

Mark lanes & ensure proper use (bus lanes, faster traffic on right, motorcycles and slow
traffic on left, switching lanes after signalling, proper turn/entry/exit lanes, etc)

Enforce NO PARKING (even on service roads) and NO STOPPING very s trictly
Enforce speed limits

Enforce stopping at the RED lights

Eliminate jay -walking

Remove encroachments, thelas, khokas, etc on the road

Spill -over, chaotic parking in front of commercial Parking in bus  -sto p reservation; messed up service
buildings; thelas & other encroachments road

lllegal parking on the main Sharah -e-Faisal, a lllegal parking on Sharah -e-Faisal, a regular &
regular & common feature common feature



Residential side -streets have become one  -way! Cross Sharah -e-Faisal at peril to your life! And
Traffic bottleneck at int ersection consequently confuse & slow down traffic

Eight lanes of traffic! No space for faster traffic in lllegal parking on Sharah -e-Faisal, a regular &
right -most lane common feature

lllegal pa rking on the main Sharah -e-Faisal, a Policeman has to dance to get pedestrians across
regular & common feature Sharah -e-Faisal!



Policeman has to dance to get pedestrians across Policeman has to dance to get pedestrians across
Sharah -e-Faisal! Sharah -e-Faisal! Motorcyclists ignore him

Policeman has to dance to get pedestrians across Cross Sharah -e-Faisal at peril to your life! And
Sharah -e-Faisal! Motorcyclists ignore him consequently confuse & slow down traffic

Motorcyclistsinfa  stlane Encroachments & thela -wallas in Baloch Colony
overpass bypass lane, thus clogging main road



Cross Sharah -e-Faisal at peril to your life! And Cyclist moving to the right into a faster lane!
consequently confuse & slow down traffic

Motorcyclists occupy all lanes Gas cylinder supplier advertises on Sharah -e-Faisal
in front of bus stop

lllegal parking on Sharah -e-Faisal, a regular & lllegal parking on Sharah -e-Faisal, a regular &
common feature common feature



